

















Racquetball 1s
“Under Construction”

Racquetball is currently enjoying resurgence
unlike ever before in several areas. In two
areas especially, which include more players
and a newly constructed USA Racquetball
organization, racquetball is growing and we
are reaping the benefits.

We have substantially more players across
the country — this stems from more courts
being built and more sanctioned
tournaments being offered. Our
memberships are up and higher participation
in many tournaments is encouraging. [
estimate there have been around 600 to 800
courts built this past year, which can only
mean more people are playing racquetball.
These courts are being constructed at many
large chain-type clubs in metropolitan areas,
down to one and two courts in smaller
facilities in towns all across America. Many
universities and military bases are still
including courts in their athletic facilities.
There is even a new four-wall glass portable
court being constructed that promises to give
us even greater viewing and exposure for
racquetball than has ever before been
possible. Racquetball is a definite part of
our exercise society and should continue to
grow in this area.

The number of sanctioned tournaments
is growing and some are experiencing more
players in their tournaments, resulting in
increasing membership levels. So many new
programs have been introduced that they are
hard to list in such a small space. Just to
mention a very few: our new membership
structure that includes a one-event
membership for those club players wanting
to try out playing in a tournament; new
tournament software; a quarterly E-
Newsletter; and the list goes on.

USA Racquetball has made great
headway 1n literally all areas. The direction
of our organization has been focused on
promoting racquetball within our own
borders and trying to make our association as
strong as possible. We have reduced our
debt from a burdensome $650,000 to our
current $75,000. Our goal is to be debt-free
within 2 years. Our state organizations have
been paid all of their rebate money, a first in
the history of this organization. This was
possible only with the assistance of literally

hundreds of volunteers all across American
who donated money to USA Racquetball
and donated their time to work in sanctioned
tournaments.

The numbers of players who just love
racquetball and continue to give their time
and money to our sport continues to impress
me. [ salute every one of you. And without
the support and partnership of the state
associations and the manufacturers, all of us
working together for the same goals, our
efforts would be wasted.

However, there are two areas we must
start to put more of our energies and money
into -- otherwise I fear our accomplishments
will be for naught. The status quo regarding
our junior and women players is simply not
acceptable. Now that our association has
been reconstructed I propose that as our
budgets grow, it is time that our thoughts,
energies and money are put into new
programs that will benefit racquetball in the
long run and this is juniors and women’s
programs.

We have so many interested, qualified
people, from players to coaches to parents to
our Junior Council; we now need to put
forth the ideas and funding to begin the
construction of juniors and women’s
programs all across the country. I know
from teaching juniors during the summer at
an all-sports camp, it can certainly make a
difference. This camp offered all sports
except racquetball, since they had no one
who could teach it. T told them to bring me
the kids and I would join their sports camp
and teach these kids racquetball. Now
racquetball is their favorite activity and I see
many of the kids playing racquetball during
the winter months from because of what
they learned at camp. The point is, there are
many programs that can be created to get
kids onto the courts -- we must be the
leaders in this endeavor.

Through summer camps and college
programs, plus development of initiatives
targeting the growth of women’s racquetball,
we can construct new racquetball programs
that will provide our sport a huge new base
of up-and-coming players. Please join with
me and let’s work together and continue this
new construction of racquetball.

By Randy Stafford,
USAR Board President
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“...the whole back wall
1s ‘In play’...”

First, I offer a correction to for a typo in one of the proposed

rule changes listed in the last issue. Proposed change 4 (or “D”)
called for adding some provisions to “Rule 2.4(c)”, but it actually
should have read “Rule 2.4(e)”. Hope you have all taken the
time to vote. By next issue of RACQUETBALL we should

By Otto Dietrich
USA Racquetball

National Rules
Commissioner

know what the Board has approved.

In a recent email from Brian Cunningham,
Maineville, OH, he asked “During the service
motion, is it legal to hit the floor inside the
service box with the racquet just before striking

the ball off the bounce?”

OTTO SAYS: There is nothing in the rulebook
that expressly prohibits such contact. But was it
accidental or was it done on purpose as part of
his/her usual service motion? I ask that because
a referee might deem it to be an “intentional
distraction” which could be classified as a
penalty hinder. Of course, if he does it all the
time, then the distraction aspect would be
reduced; however, I would then become
concerned about possible damage to the floor.

Another email from Mike Dutton asked me to
“Please advise about the red line 12 feet up on
the back wall. If a return shot goes above this
line, is the ball considered a dead ball?”

OTTO SAYS: In the good ol' USA, there is no
rule requiring or regarding any line on the back
wall. Therefore, the whole back wall is ‘in play”
(if the back wall provides a nearly consistent
rebound -- even if the materials are different -
and it is the same basic distance from the front
wall.

International Racquetball Federation (IRF),
on the other hand, rules that there is a limit on
the playability of the back wall ac 12 feet. It is
"loss of rally" if you hit it above that line. Canada
has the same rule.

The IRF is giving some consideration to
changing that rule since it would be difficult for
a referee to tell whether a shot off the back wall

was either above or below a line 12 feet directly
above his head.

So, assuming that you are in the USA and
not playing under either IRF or Canadian rules,
then I suggest that you pretend that the red line
is not there at all.

Don Checots of Augusta, Kansas stated in an
email: A player I know has a habit of using his
racquet to drop the ball on the serve. He places
the ball on the racquet face, holds the racquet
out, lets the ball drop off of his racquet and then
serves the ball. Does this violate the serve rules?

OTTO SAYS: A very interesting question
indeed! Let's say there is a player who has only
one hand (unfortunately). This might be the
only way for him to do the "drop". There is no
rule forbidding this technique. That said, if the
fellow does have both hands, then I'd say that it
would be wise if he announced his intentions to
serve like that (before he actually does it) to both
the ref and the opponent. It should NEVER
become a type of deception added to his service
motion. Also, remember that the server must
pause just before he starts his service motion to
make it obvious that NOW is when my service
motion begins!

Always “Play by the Rules!” If you don’t have a
copy, you can find and review them on-line at:
http//www.usaracquetball.com/Default.aspx Ptab
id=839. Do you have a rules/refereeing

question? Be sure to email it to me at
ODietrich@usra.org and you might find it
featured in an upcoming issue of Racquetball
Magazine.
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20th F~ RC Pan American Championships 2007

Francois Andy Javier Gonzalo Pablo  Raymundo Danny Ernesto
Men's Viens/ Hawthorn Moreno/ Amaya/  Fajre/  Garcia/  Maggi/ Martijena/
MPODP Doubles Pro/Open 2 Pool Play Vincent  e/Jason Leopoldo Santiago Sebastian ~ Ward Shai Leonel
Gagnon  Samora  Gutierrez  Canedo  Roessler Myers Manzuri Simo
MIOP Men's  Internatio 2% Pool Pl Alvaro Kris Chris Mike Woody  Ricardo (I;)ilbf‘r[f) Felipe
Singles  nal Open - O Y Beltran Odegard  Crowther  Green Clouse Monroy Izioss Mercado
Janel Carola ngda Susy Angela  Claudine Mariana Ivonne
Women's Tisinger/  Loma/ Elleringto Acosta/  Grisar/  Garcia/ Paredes / Carpio/
WPODP Pro /Open 22 Pool Play n/ . Marina .
Doubles Rhonda Jenny . Joanna Fabiola Rosa Maria Paz
Raisich D Veronique Ri M G Bockmeul M
ajsic aza . ivera arquez omez unoz
Guillemett en
. . . Josee
Women's Internatio Rhonda  Samantha  Angela Paola Jennifer  Kristen . Carola
WIOP Singles  nal Open 21 Pool Play Rajsich Salas Grisar ~ Longoria Saunders ~ Walsh Gm?r(:mal Loma
. °
Verizon Wireless moToroLA

team up Ior third
Grand Slam

Chicago, Illinois - Motorola and
Verizon Wireless announced at this
years IRT Pro Nationals in April that
they will be the title and presenting
sponsors of a new IRT Grand Slam
event this September in Colorado
Springs. Motorola’s Dan Aderhold, VP
of Business Operations - Verizon
Wireless Account made the
announcement after the finals
concluded in Chicago. The event will
be sports third grand slam event and
feature the “made for TV” portable
court. It will also be filmed for THE
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TENNIS CHANNEL increasing
racquetball exposure across the nation.
The top IRT professional title. IRT
commissioner, Dave Negrete has been
working closely with both companies
over the past few years and with the
addition of Motorola’s marketing team,
Genesco, the path has bee paved for
some exciting times for racquetball and
the IRT. Look for event details and
entry information at www.irt-tour.com























