















































champ? The match started off to a different tune as
Gates took game one, 15-8, marking the first time in
the tournament that she had captured the first game.
Game two was all Gross as she began to play “her”
game to win 15-6. Next came a tiebreaker well-suited
for a championship match. Back and forth. Neither
player could get on track to streak away with the title.
Finally, one point at a time, Gross finished Gates 11-5
to win her second 18-and-under junior singles gold
medal.

Storey takes Second National Win

In his second big win of the season, Eric Storey of
Indianapolis, Indiana, came from behind to down
John Stanford of Melbourne, Florida, 12-15, 15-6,
11-6 in the boy’s 18-and-under championship final.
In early March, Storey won the boy’s gold division at
the 1996 Pro Kennex U.S. National High School
Championships.

Last year Storey finished second in the division, and
duplicated his bid for a repeat final by cruising through
his bracket with wins over Chris Shuba (Woodbury,
Minn.) 15-2, 15-3; Dan Darling (Gearhart, Ore.) 15-8,
159 and Erin Brannigan (Sagle, Idaho) 15-2, 15-6.

Stanford manuevered a more treacherous path to the
finals as he fought through tough matches against Jaz
Stewart (New Rochelle, N.Y.) 15-14, 15-11; Terrance
Holbrook (Centerville, Utah) 15-1, 15-3 and Tyler
Siggins (Diamond Bar, Calif.) 15-10, 7-15, 11-8.

Stanford proved to be Storey’s best competition of the
tournament as the Florida native quickly jumped out to
a first game win, 15-12 — the first and only game
Storey would lose in the singles championships.
Rebounding, Eric put away the second 15-6 and, with
his composure restored, fought off an intimidating John
Stanford in the tiebreaker 11-6 to win the ‘96 title.

Junior Team Members win 16s

U.S. Junior Team member Sara Borland of Bettendorf,
Iowa won her fourth national junior singles title with a
win over Megan Bals of Lincoln, Neb., 15-5, 15-3 in the
girl's 16-and-under championship match. Borland
began her bid as the No.2 seed, downing Lianna
Kerwood (Beaverton, Ore.) 15-6, 15-9 and Melissa
Harmon (Sarasota, Fla.) 13-15, 15-8, 11-4 to advance to
the finals.

After defeating Christina Lewendal (Beaverton, Ore.) 15-
12, 15-7 and Meghan Guardiani (Marlboro, Mass.) 7-15,
15-9, 11-1, Megan Bals had expected to face top seeded
Katie Gould (Ellisville, Mo.) in the semifinals. But Gould
had fallen in a tiebreaker to unseeded Dionna Brown of
Daly City, Calif. in her first match. This set-up an easy
semifinal for Megan, who won 15-6, 15-9 to move on
to face Borland in the final and come away with the
silver.

In the boy’s bracket, first-time Junior Team member
Rocky Carson of Santa Maria, Calif. upped his total of
national junior singles championships to six. Carson'’s
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the last ten of his 18 years of playing racquetball, he
credits his consistency with the use of hypnosis.

He was first hypnotized in 1986 while a graduate student
at Temple University where he was completing his train-
ing as a psychotherapist. He was so impressed with the
experience of hypnosis that he continued his postgradu-
ate training by receiving the best available training for
licensed psychotherapists in the world on the subject.

In March, he received the distinguished honor of serving
on the faculty at the National Scientific meetings and
workshops on dinical hypnosis for the American Society
of Clinical Hypnosis. He taught a workshop to other
licensed professionals on how hypnosis is utilized as a
tool for enhancing sports performance. He has been
asked to teach at the international meetings on dinical
hypnosis on the subject of sports psychology in June,
1997 in San Diego, California.

He is known and respected for his workshops on sports
psychology in general, but specifically with how hypnosis
is utilized as a tool for focusing and preparing the mind
for competition. Although his work with individuals is
confidential under requirements of his license, he has
worked with players on both the men’s and women's pro
racquetball tours.

RACQUETBALL AGAINST DRUGS

by Mark Thomas

As a father of three young children I share the great
concern of all parents for our children’s well being and
future. In an attempt to utilize a sport I dearly love to
educate my children, I developed a program called
Racquetball Against Drugs [RAD]. I have been able to
combine racquetball and the D.A.R.E drug education
program to offer a fun way for kids to learn about the
consequences of using drugs and provide a great alterna-
tive to the streets. Along with a very experienced and
talented staff, we've developed a juniors clinic that we'd
like to share. If any agency is interested in a copy of this
clinic at no charge, please contact me at (602)546-9826.
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-with Gold Ball $79
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Kenny L. Green, 35, of Valdosta, GA, a long time friend of
racquetball, died on May 25, 1996 of bone cancer. Kenny
had been an AARA member since August of 1988, was
instrumental in the development of junior racquetball in
Georgia and was a member of the Georgia State
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Lowest Prices on Racquetball Products From:
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