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On The Cover 

Unseeded Jerry Zuckerman swept through the IRA national 
tournament to win the men's open championship for the first 
time . A complete roundup of the IRA national championships 
begins on page 10. Photo by Rick Dinoian 
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Mail/Misc. 
Gentlemen: 

I have several questions I would like 
to put to you at this time if I might . 

What are we going to do about the 
women's divisions? Are we involved in 
a Catch-22 problem in that we can't 
have more divisions until we get more 
people and we can't get more women 
until we have more divisions? Is it an 
IRA rule or just accepted practice that if 
a person wins 1st place in one division 
he/ she must move up to the next? 
There is often a VAST difference in the 
ability of the 1st place novice player and 
even the poorest players in women 's 
open . It seems that there should be 
some place else for her to go besides up 
to impossible competition . I'm especially 
interested in this problem as I happened 
to have an extremely capable doubles 
partner and we did win novice doubles 
in our tournament. ... however, we had 
only six entries .... that meant all but 
two teams would get trophies . We also 
had only one team (and my partner) 
who were not local McAllen teams and 
we didn 't even play them. We were not 
a whole lot better than the teams we did 
beat (both matches were close 3-game 
matches) but now , I understand we are 
obligated to move into open which will 
be imposs ible competition for us. 

I would also like to know how IRA 
defines the novice division . I have heard 
all sorts of definitions from playing one 
one-year of racquetball to no tourna ­
ment experience . 

I think that Rule 4 .10 (c) is confusing. 
The last part of the rule says ... "It is no 
excuse that the ball is " killed," unless in 
the opinion of the referee the ball could 
not be returned .... " I was under the 
impression that the definition of a 
"killed" ball was that it could not be 
returned . 

I would like to say that we had no 
problems getting callers for our games . 
We even had all of the consolation 
matches called and I think most of the 
officiating was passably good with some 
of it being quite good . I have read about 
the NRC rule of calling the next match 
or forfeiting your win on the preceding 
match. I really hate to think that we 
would actually have to put that kind of 
rule into tournament play . I think tha t 
we should all cooperate and be adult 
enough to take our fair turn at calling 
games. I think , too, that it is highly likely 
that some people should not call games 
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... perhaps because of a real fright 
or dread of doing it or just plan 
incompetency. 

After the tournament here was over 
and we were using the IRA score cards 
in our handball tournament we held the 
following weekend, I happened to read 
the instructions to referees on the back 
of the card . I was very glad to see the 
crowding rule there but I feel that per ­
haps the word "stationery" should be 
added at some point because I can see 
how a person could get hit or touched 
on the back- or fore-swing when he was 
making a legitimate effort to get ou t of 
the way. I think this might be especially 
true in the Women 's Nov ice and loc al 
court play games when one is not 
always sure which partner is going for 
the ball and you're not positive who's 
way to get out of. 

I would also like to comment on the 
444 balls . They seemed very alive and 
good when they were good . H oweve r, 
we opened a number of cans (probably 
at least 6 or 8) out of two cases in which 
either one or both of the balls was 
already dead . I did make an attempt to 
hang on to them with the in tention of 
return ing them but with the confusion 
and general activity of the weekend 
they have di sapp eared. I did, however, 
want to make you aware of the fact. 

We did have a good tournament , we 
feel , but w ere disappointed that we only 
had one entran t from Dallas . It is a great 
d istance to travel but we do have pretty 
fair air service now. We appreciate the 
help that IRA did give us and feel tha t it 
was a better and more recognize d tour ­
nament because we could call it IRA ­
sanctioned . 

G ent lemen: 

Very truly yours , 
Sue Kach tik 
Sport Plaza 

McAllen, Tex . 

My husband , daughter and I attended 
the Midwest Regional in St. Louis , and 
were impressed with the warm hosp ital ­
ity , friendliness , and expert organization 
of the tournament. 

We want to thank Lenny Marks for 
the many hours he spent to mak e a suc ­
cessful and enjoyable tournament ­
A lso his lovely wife , Sarah , Ann and 
Dan Hilicher , and Marlowe Phillips . D ick 
Garraway , owner of the Dorsett Rae -

quiet C lub, was a very cordial host. 

Evely n Simon 
Lou isville, K y. 

IRA PAYS FOR ARTICLES 

IRA offers you the opportunity to 
share your instructional ex pert ise, an 
unusual story, or an eyecatch in g ph oto­
graph with other racquetball fans by 
contributing to IRA's official magazine . 
And we will pay you for your effort , 
upon publicat ion . 

$200 FOR 
INSTRUCTIONAL ARTICLES 

Cont ributi ons must deal with a par ti ­
cular phase of the game and ind icate 
how improv ement can be made. Ar­
ticles must be well documented w ith dia­
grams and / or photographs . Minimum 
length , 2 ,000 words . 

$200 FOR UNUSUAL STORIES 
Con tributions must be factual , tr ue , 

o riginal , and pre v iously unpublished . 
Th ey should be stories of incidents that 
involved you personally or that you ob­
served . Su ch an arti cle can be dramat ic, 
off -beat , humorous, or just pla in in ­
terest in g. Minimum length , 1,000 words . 

$50 FOR PICTURES. 
CARTOONS. OR DRAWINGS 

Such contr ibutions may be dramati c, 
humorous , or of genera l interest. T hey 
should be original and previ o usl y un­
publ ished . Ph otos take n in regular to ur ­
nament play wi ll not be cons idered 
unless the content is o f unusual interest 
or originality . Bo th black and wh ite and 
color glossies w ill be co nside red . All 
cartoons and drawings mus t be cam era 
ready . 

All con tribution s must cont ain the 
name and ad dress of th e co n tr ibu to r 
and the date the contr ibut io n is mad e. 
Articles must be typewritten and double­
spaced . All copy is sub ject to rev ision, 
alteration , correction or reject io n by the 
ed itor. 

CONTRIBUTIONS CANNOT BE 
ACKNOWLEDGED OR 
RETU .RNED 
Address contributions to: 
Executive Director 
International Racquetball Ass 
Suite 728 n. 

2670 Union Ave. , Extd 
Memphis , Tenn. 38Ili 

RACQUETBALL MAY-JUNE 1977 



. -. 
,. . :f .... ~ 

. ·i~· .. 
, , :1 -~ 

~ "' .. t . \ ... 

f'---~., · f / " ..... . ... , .. , l , . ,,, I 

~.. ·~ .. 
' ' -.~ 

- -.:·:• .~ 

We tested our 
AMF Voit Rollout (R' Ball & their ball 

against a concrete wall at 90 mph. 
Wewon. 

AMF Voit's Rollout was the racquetball that 
kept its bounce and shape . 

An impartial pitching machine hurled our 
ball and our leading competitor 's ball against the 
wall at 90 miles an hour. Five hundred times. 

The results show that Rollout had less 
breakage and consistently stayed rounder. And in 
a game like racquetball , consistency counts. 

Try Rollout from AMF Voit . It's the ball that 
beat the wal I. 

The same quality that goes into AMF Voit Racquetballs, goes into our Racquets. 
Go with the winner. AMF Voit. 

Voit 
AMF Voit Santa Ana Calllorn1a 92704 



Dear Member: 

IRA Info 
International Racquetball Association 
2670 Union Ave ., Extd . 
Memphis, Tenn . 38112 
901/452 -6228 

This issue of RACQUETBALL Magazine Is slightly delayed getting to you . Publication was intentionally delayed to feature our National 
Singles Tournament held in Southfield, Michigan on May 26-31, at the Southfield Racquetime Center . The tournament drew over 450 
paniclp ants. the largest numb er ever, and the competition among those attending was fierce . Anyone who doubts the broad appeal of 
the sport of racquetball should have been at the National Singles to see the excitement and enthusiasm not only of the players but of the 
crowds which came to watch the competition . For spectators or players it is difficult to imagine better facilities than those of the Sou thfield 
Racquetime Center. My personal thanks and those of the Staff to everyone who helped mak e the National Sing les the best amateur tour · 
nament ever held and our special thanks to Seamco Sport .Ing Goods for providing the tournament balls and T-shirts in addit ion to their 
financial assistance . 

At the IRA's General Member ship Meeting held at the Ramada Inn Southf ield on Sunday , May 29, 1977 , I reported that the International 
Racquetball Association Is in the strongest financ ial condition it has ever experienced and that our membership is expand ing at an un­
precedented rate . With our membership and income at all time highs, the Associat ion Is attracting the interest of more and more major 
sponsors and advertisers and Is expanding its memb ership services . 

Also, the General Membership Meeting , the experimental 15 point tiebreaker game was discussed at some length . We have all been play­
ing under this prop osed new rule for the past year and ii Is time to decide either to make the rule permanent or abandon It completely . 
Those present at the General Membership Meeting felt that a vote on the matter should be taken from our general membership by way of 
a special mailing which you sho uld be rec eiving shortly . How you vote will determine the rule we will play under In the future ; be sure to 
return your ballot promptly and be counted on this Important Issue . 

I know each of you join me in expressing our appreciation to the retiring memb ers of our Board of Directors for the ir serv ice and in 
welcoming our new Board members elected in Southfield, Michigan . Tho se retiring from the Board are : Mr. Ivan Bruner from Wisconsin, 
Mr. Bill Dunn from California, Mr. Hal Price from Arizona and Ms. Peggy Steding from Texas . The new members of the Board are : Mr. 
Luke St. Onge from Pennsylvania, Mr. Bob Folsom from Maine , Mr. Mark Wayne from California and Ms. Carol Greenberg from Texas . 
All of the Directors and the Staff are always eager to hear from you ; don't hesitate to send them your suggestions , comm ents or even 
criticisms for the Improvement of your Association . 

The International Professional Racqu etball Organization ((PRO) has finished plans for its 1977 Professional Racque tball Tour in associa · 
tlon with the IRA with more stops plann ed than in any previous Professional Tour . This year something new has been add ed: the !PRO 
wlll host a number of Celebrity Amateur Tournaments and PRO-Celebrity amateur tournaments with top stars from TV , movi es, tennis , 
football, baseball and other spons . Plan s .are well und er way for the IPRO to syndicate these and other racquetball events for pr ime time 
television exposure . Watch for these events . 

Racquetball ls on the move, growing at a rate outstripping the growth of other racquet sports . Growth will bring about chang e and the on ­
ly way you can be sure that you will like the changes is to become active in the IRA and help chan the future of racquetball . Work with 
your local Associations and bring in those new members . 

Kindest regards, 

INTERNATIONA L RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 

£~ 
William B. Tanner 
President 
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William B. Tanner 
Pr esi dent 
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Nationals 
SOlITHFJELD, MICH.-The old Uons 

were succeeded by the young Uons in the 
International Racquetball Association's 
ninth annual Nationals over the Memor ­
ial Day weekend . A record entry list-
430 players-produced a completely 
new cast of champions, an alteration of 
every division that was both startling 
and encouraging . Probably no other 
sport in a nation pulsing with booming 
sports can claim so many new stars and 
so much fresh talent. 

Surprise followed upset on the heels 
of the unexpected as all but one of the 
first -seeded players fell by the wayside . 
Fortunately , the 30-court Southfield 
Racquetime Center , new and plush, was 
able to absorb both the huge field and 
the wounded reputations . The courts­
including both the three -glass -wall 
installations - were crowded from the 
opening of play on Friday until the 
last of the sem ifinals on the following 
Monday . 

By Tuesday's finals, many of the 
former champions were already home , 
doubtJess plotting the shots and the 
coups they will need to return to the top . 
Of all the first seeds, only Sandy 
McPherson - in women 's seniors ­
managed to stave off what had seem ­
ingly become the inevitable . 
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Exterior of the Southfield Racquetlme Center 

Men's Open 
For quite some time , even before 

he won the juniors ' championship in 
1974 , everyone knew Jerry Zuckerman 
was go ing to be another in the series of 
fine racquetball players coming out of 
St. Louis . Unanswered was the quest ion 
of just when Zuckerman could be called 
the nation 's best. The question has 
been answered . 

The unseeded Zuckerman, only 21 
years old, beat the best the IRA has to 
offer here . In his first match he was 
tested and had to play three games to 
defeat John Dunlap , 21 -7, 9 -21 , 15-6 . 
He had little difficulty putt ing away 
James Winterton , but that was a rare 
moment of relaxation . Things got much 
tougher. 

Next roadblock for Zuckerman was 
No . 1-seed and defend ing national 
champion Joe Wirkus , who defeated 
Mike Luciw in Chattanooga a year ago 
to win the title. Zuckerman defeated the 
champ , 21-11 , 13-21, 15-12, and moved 
on to yet another tough opponent-

Continued 

By Mick McCabe 
Detr oi t Free Press Sp ort s Wr iter 

Photos By Rick Diooiao 

Meo'• Open Champion Jerry Zuc k c · ion 
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Twenty-o- ~ old Karin Walton (right) 
from San Clemente. Calif. ha• been play • 
ing nocqaetbaU for le•• than t1111o yean 
and won the women'• open over .Ian 
Campbell (left) in her fint attempt in a 
national event . 
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Building new courts this year? 
R2 Inc. has perfected F. R.C. and the 
total playing surface for all types 

of court construction. 
F.R.C. means Fiberglass Reinforced Concrete . It combines the playability of 

conc rete w it h high durabi l i ty. Onl y R2 Inc. has it . 
F.R .C. costs far less than panels and is much more durable than p-laster. All 

of this with no or low maintenance means a much lower tota l cost . We 
have ins talled ove r 100 courts throughout the U.S., each with com­

plete customer satisfaction. 
R2 Inc. sells, custom designs and insta lls t he entire F .R .C. playing 

surface and complete R2 court systems. 
Hardwood Floors are specially designed fo r handball- racquet ball 

cou rt s. T hey are not just gym f loo rs. 
Ceilings are special ly designed with the R2 acoustica l 

feature and are avai lab le wit h F.R.C . 
Doors , lights and glass are all designed fo r R 2 cour t use. 
R2 courts, both indoor and outdoor , are designed fo r 
excellent playabi li ty on all surf aces. Insta l lati ons are 

made by R2 t rained personnel and carry a full 
warranty. 

We also sel l, design, instal l and repair panel 
and other court systems. 

P.O. Drawer 13415 
Gainesville, Florida 32604 

(904) 373-5539 



Randy Stafford. Again Zuckerman won 
the opening game, lost the second, 
then won the third, 15-8, to gain the 
semifinals. 

He got a break there when fifth­
seeded Mike Yellin injured a hip and­
after losing in the juniors' semifinals­
needed a pain-killing injection just 
before the match. Zuckerman was at his 
best and put the younger player away 
quickly , 21-5 , 21 -7 . 

His opponent for the championship 
was Eric Campbell of Dallas , who did 
not have nearly as much trouble getting 
into the finals . Campbell breezed past 
Duane Muluaney , Neil Lleuellyn and 
Steve Mondry without ever going to a 
third game . In the semifinals he en ­
countered his first tough opponent but 
was able to rally and defeat the 
energetic Lindsey Meyer s (seeded No . 
10) 19-21 , 21 -19 , 15-6. That ability to 
rally almost won the championship for 
Campbe ll. 

The lefthanded Zuckerman served to 
open the championship match and 
scored three quick points before Camp­
bell could break his serve . Then Zucker ­
man increased the advantage to 6 -0 
before Campbell was able to get on the 
board . After Campbell reduced his dis­
advantage to 6-3, Zuckerman pul on a 
racquetball clinic for the fans, scoring 
virtually at will and building up a 15 -3 
lead . He was ahead 17-4 when he de ­
cided to call a timeout. 

Still playing the corners to perfection , 
Zuckerman won the first game , 21 -8 
and the national finals appeared on the 
way to being just another one-sided 
contest. So much for appearances . 
Campbell switched shirts and changed 
his luck. He jumped off to a 4 -1 lead 
before Zuckerman rallied to regain con ­
trol with a 6-4 advantage . After a 6-6 tie, 
Campbell gradually pulled away and 
turned the tables on Zuckerman. After 
a tremendous volley, which Campbell 
turned into his 15th point, the Texan 
ca lled a timeout. By now it was appar ­
ent the match was headed for the tie­
breaker. Campbell wrapped up the 
second set , 21 -10 , to set the stage for 
the spirited finish. 

Zuckerman took the serve and qu ick­
ly moved to a 5 -0 lead. He maintained 
the five-point advantage throughout the 
early go ing and led 12 -7 before Camp ­
bell got his act together , using a timeout 
to regain his composure and pulling to 
within three at 12 -9 . Zuckerman used 
the corne rs to register points 13 and 14, 
but Campbell contin ued to come back 
tough and again cut the lead to 14-12 
RACQUETBALL MAY-JUNE 1977 

Karin Walton (left) battles Jan Campbell In the women's final 

when Zuckerman simply fanned on a 
coup le of shots. The match ended when 
Campbell skipped a backhand , blowing 
an easy shot and making Zuckerman 
the new national champion. 

Overall , the match was probably the 
best display of sportsmanship in the 
tournament. Neither player eve r com ­
plained and each congratulated the 
other after good shots . An example of 
what a national final should be . 

Zuckerman did not say he thought he 
would win the tournament before play 
started , but did say he felt confident. 

"Yeah , com ing in here I was very 
confident, " he exp lained . "I thought I 
could play with the best amateurs , but I 
knew it wouldn't be easy. I knew it 
would be a struggle and it was . 

"This title really means a great deal to 
me ," he added after the victory. "This 
gives me the confidence to play against 
the pros . I've played against them be ­
fore , but I haven't produced against 
them . I haven 't made a mark. I wanted 
to beat all the amateurs before taking on 
the pros and now I have ." 

Zuckerman agreed he could not have 
played the first game mnrh better than 
he did . 

"That was just super ," he said , a grin 
covering his face . "It was one of my best 
games although it wasn 't one of his 

(Campbell 's) best. In the second game 
he did what I did in the first-created 
pressure to force errors . When I got the 
early lead I felt a mental edge . I had it in 
the tiebreaker too, but it didn 't last. 

"Boy, I never thought that last game 
would never end. Well, I knew it would 
end sooner or later , but I didn't know in 
whose favor ." 

The new national champion also 
thought the IRA tournament had a lot 
of balance. 

"This is one of the finest tournaments 
I've ever seen," Zuckerman said. "The 
whole thing was very competitive . It was 
phenomenal , everyone seemed like a 
contender. And the juniors were terrific. 
This tournament had the best of every­
thing and this facility is just beautiful. " 

Women's Open 
Perhaps no individual has ever had 

quite the impact on a national tour­
nament in a first appearance as Karin 
Walton . 

She has been playing racquetball for 
less than two years and the IRA cham­
pionships was her first attempt in a na ­
tional event. For an understatement you 
cou ld say she was an underdog in the 
womens' open . Neverthe less , the 21 -

Continued 
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Larsen emerged vlctorioa• over a fallen Llnd•ay Myen 

year -old blonde from San Clemente, 
Calif. merely annihilated the competi­
tion on the way to the championship . 

Walton entered the tournament seed ­
ed No . 4 and easily disposed of April 
Cummings in the first round . She then 
moved past Barb Tennessen and Judy 
Huhta . All three were easy matches with 
only T ennessen managing more than 
9 points . 

However, the fun stopped there , at 
least temporarily . In the semifinals , 
Walton met No . 1 seed and defending 
champion Sarah Green , who defeated 
Carol Frenck in last year's champion ­
ship match . 

For awhile Green looked the way a 
champion should and she beat Walton, 
21-11, in the opening game . Walton set ­
tled down to win the second game , 
21-9, then exploded into the finals with 
a near perfect 15-1 win in the tiebreaker . 

Jan Campbell , Walton's opponent in 
the fi:1als, did not lose a game in her 
campaign to reach the finals, although 
she did get ample resistance from Jamie 
Abbott, Sandy McPherson and last year's 
runnerup , Carol Frenck. Campbell beat 
her 21 -14, 21-15, and eliminated Rita 
Hoff rather easily in the semifinals. 

Walton made racquetball look easy in 
the finals. She took a quick 7-3 lead and 
was ahead 18-4 before Campbell could 
14 

Jeff Larsen, Junior champ 

recover her poise . Walton won 21-7 and 
picked up where she left off in the 
second game. The score was 4-0 before 
Campbell finally broke Walton 's serve 
and went to 6-3 when Walton called a 
timeout. Following the rest, Walton 
broke Campbell's serve and scored five 
straight points . For all practical purposes 
the game was over. She eventually won 
21-10 as Campbell spent much of the 
time diving for her killer shots. 

Like Zuckerman , the men 's open 
champion , Walton said she was more 
than pleased with her performance in 
the finals. 

"This was the best I've played in a 
long, long time, " she said despite the 
fact she has not been playing for a long, 
long time . "Everything went smoothly 
for me in the whole tournament. Until I 
got to Sarah (Green) anyway. " 

Walton admitted to a little surprise 
at her success in the Nationals , her first 
ever . 

"I had no idea what to expect ," she 
explained . "I was really nervous be­
cause I never played on a court like this 
(three -glass -wall) before. It just took me 
awhile to get warmed up and start play­
ing my game against Sarah , that's all." 

There was no such warmup time 
needed for her final match, and no ner­
vousness either. 

"I got her e right at noon today," 
Walton explained , "so I just went out 
and played.' ' 

She said she never actually played 
racquetball until she left California and 
enrolled at Utah State University . 

"In college we had a lot of real good 
players like Ray Anderson ," she said. "I 
never played against girls until I got into 
competition for this tournament and 
that was really scary because girls don't 
hit nearly as hard as men . But I think 
that's helped me so far." 

After the tournament here , Walton 
said she was off to St. Louis for some 
business and then on to another tourna­
ment in San Diego . 

Asked what lies ahead for her in the 
future , she answered, "As much as I can 
fit in." 

Juniors 
Entering the Memorial Day weekend, 

Lindsay Myers and Jeff Larsen had met 
four previous times with Myers winning 
each time . So how to exp lain the turn­
around in the IRA? Larsen himself 
thinks the reason was his victory in the 
semifinals. 

To reach that point Larsen l1ad to 
beat Mike Kaufman and Joh n Egger­
man . That placed him in the sen.ifinals 
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against first-seeded Mike Yellin. 
Yellin won the first game by an over­

whelming 21-3 score and was in com­
mand of the second when he faltered 
and Larsen came on like gangbusters 
and assorted other cliches to win, 21-14. 
The tiebreaker was nip-and-tuck all the 
way . Yellin tied the score at 13, but 
Larsen scored the final two points to 
claim the victory and the chance to face 
old-foe Myers again . 

Myers , meanwhile , had very little dif­
ficulty disposing of Andy Hodges, Tom 
Gibbo and Keith Dunlap. That put him 
in the finals for the second straight year. 
(He lost to Bob Adams in 1976). 

Myers got off to a fast start against 
Larsen , leading 6-1 before Larsen start­
ed to rally. After a 9-9 tie, Myers took 
command again and won the first game , 
21-14 . Just as he did against Yellin, 
Larsen changed shirts after the first 
game and fell behind early in the second . 

Myers was leading 6-0 and 10-2 and 
seemed on his way to the elusive cham­
pionship . Then Larsen began to close 
the gap again . Leading 11-5, Myers 
dove for the ball and slid into the glass, 
jamming his right hand . No one knows 
how much that might have affected the 
play, but Larsen was rolling now and 
won the second game, 21 -17 , benefiting 
from controversial calls the referee blew 
in his favor . 

Myers , in turn , began getting his share 
of calls in the tiebreaker . The lead see ­
sawed throughout with Larsen opening 
up a 12-8 lead before Myers fought back 
to tie the score at 13. Larsen might have 
lost that lead , but he did not lose his mo­
mentum and won the next two points to 
claim the championship . 

"Losing never entered my mind," 
Larsen said later. "Once Lindsay had a 
15-3 lead on me in the second game 
and I came back to win, so I knew I 
could do it. 

"But if it had been any other tourna ­
ment I probably wouldn 't have been 
able to come back , there wouldn 't have 
been enough incentive. But this is a 
great tournament and I wanted to win it." 

Larsen , a senior in high school in 
Portland, Ore. , said he got the confi­
dence he needed to beat Myers in his 
match with Yellin. 

"After I won against Yellin I knew I 
could go all the way ," he explained . 
"It was harder to concentrate against 
Lindsay even though it was the finals . 
I'm just really glad to win and I can 't wait 
to get home ." 

Men's Seniors 
Jim Austin added a national seniors ' 
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Jim Cullen (left) beat his teacher Larry Liles in men's B 

title to his long list of achievements and 
did not have a lot of trouble doing it. 

The seventh -seeded Aust in had little 
d ifficulty during the opening rounds , 
defeating Richard Sewell , Dave Hults 
and Ron Starkman . 

His only real challenge came in the 
semifinals when he was forced to strug­
gle before knocking off No . 2-seed 
Myron Roderick , 10-21 21 -19, 15 -14. 
Just a year ago Roderick was a finalist 
in Chattanooga where he lost to Dr. 
Bud Muehleisen . 

Joe Gibbs, seeded No . 5, also had an 
easy time in the first few rounds, beating 
Gene Haggerty , Robert Ackerman and 
Eldon Spybrook. 

Things tightened up considerably 
from there on in and Biggs had his 
hands full beating fourth -seeded Bill 
King in the quarter finals and eight­
seeded Gordon Kelly in the semifinals . 
He won 15 -14 and 15-13 tiebreakers in 
the two matches . 

In the finals, Austin jumped out to a 
quick 9-0 lead and was never seriously 
threatened in either game , winning 
21 -10, 21-13 . 

Women's Seniors 
After being eliminated from the 

women's open by the eventual runnerup, 
Sandy McPherson quickly took command 
of the women 's senior singles field. 

The No . I-seeded McPherson , only 
first seed to justify her ranking , had little 
difficulty dispos ing of Susan Busch in 
the first round and reached the finals by 
beating Pat Hults, 21-10, 21 -17. 

The No 2 seed, Carol Greenberg, had 
a bit more trouble and apparently erod­
ed her endurance while beating Barbara 
Leav itt and Sue Graham . She had to go 
all out in the Graham match , finally 
winning the tiebreaker, 15-13 . 

Greenberg could not stand up to 
McPherson's fierce pace in the finals 
and after losing the first game 21-1 , she 
blacked out and had to withdraw from 
the competition. 

Men's Masters 
Dr. Bud Muehleisen moved his tal ­

ents to the masters division this year and 
the good doctor met with predictable 
results : another national championship . 
He had won the Seniors division every 
year a championship had been awarded . 

Dr. Bud did not have much competi­
tion in the Masters . He opened up his 
charge with an impressive 21-2, 21-2 
victory then beat Mike Mackedon , Fred 
Weigand and Joe Bechard , the latter in 
the semifinals . 

In the other bracket, Sam Paletta beat 
Al Hanke , Ivan Bruner , Bob McNamara 

Continued 
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and Bob Folsom, all with relative ease. 
Dr. Bud assumed command from the 

start of the final match and never let up 
as he defeated Poletta, 21 -6 , 21 -7. Ap ­
parently a change of divisions has done 
nothing to change his string of successes. 

Men'•B 
The IRA Men's B championship 

might just as easily been called the 
Memphis State University champion ­
ships . Even more intriguing was the 
traditional teacher -student showdown . 
If you put your money on the student 
you had a winner : Jim Cu llen. 

Cullen was paired in the "B" finals 
against Larry Liles, his racquetball coach 
at Memphis State . 

On the way to the finals Cullen con­
trolled the play but never really domin ­
ated the matches . In the early rounds he 
defeated Buzz Carhart, Robert Smith , 
David Weisman and Ray Vanouer . All 
provided problems , none could extend 
him to a third game . Neither could Judd 
Grosshans , whom Cullen defeated easily, 
21-10, 21 -5 in the semifinals. 

Liles had one of the easiest routes to 
the finals of any competitor in the tour ­
nament. After beating Bob Abroscato in 
the opener, he won a forfeit from Bill 
Beitsch . He then defeated Gerry Kabafa 
and got another forfeit from Ken Gold­
berg . Liles needed the rest he got from 
the double forfeits because he was test­
ed by semifinal opponent Ronald Frick 
in a touch 21-17, 21 -18 match . 

Cullen was in command of both 
games in the finals against his professor , 
winning 21 -16, 21-9 . It was the first time 
the two had ever faced one another in 
any type of tournament. 

Following the finals Cullen said he en­
joyed the "showdown " with his coach, 
especially since he has completed his 
eligibility at Memphis State . 

"We came in on the same plane , 
shared the same room , and the same 
car and it was kind of fun to play him in 
the finals," Cullen said . "We've played 
against each other before and I usually 
win , but we've never been in this situa­
tion before . 

"It added some extra adrenalin for 
me . I wasn't really tested, except for one 
match . I think I was in mental control 
throughout all the matches ." 

While playing for Memphis State (and 
Liles), Cullen won the National Intercol­
legiate "B" singles in 1975 and '76 and 
was runnerup in 1976. Last season he 
teamed with David Fleetwood to win 
the National Intercollegiate doubles title 
and help Memphis State win the team 
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championship . 
Cullen originally attended the Univer­

sity of Tennessee on a baseball scholar­
ship, but quickly turned to racquetball. 

"The people associated with racquet­
ball are just great," Cullen said . "This 
was the first time I've ever played 
anybody in a match that I didn't get 
along with. I don't want to mention his 
name but he called me a "hillbilly" and 
complained about the officiating . 

"But this has just been a wonderful 
tournament. The organization has been 
very smooth . This facility is beautiful. 
Someday I'd like to run a club like this 
and eventually get into designing interiors." 

One thing the 23 -year-old Cullen 
might want to redesign is his legs . He 
seemed to have the largest (thickes t) 
legs in the tournament. 

"The biggest problem I have is finding 
socks to fit," he said with a laugh . 
"When I do find a pair that almost fits I 
have to rip out the elastic." 

If his performance in the IRA tourna­
ment was any indication, Cullen's socks 
are the only part of his game that needs 
much work. 

Women's& 
Like Karin Walton in the women's 

open division, Lucy Zarfos won the 
women 's "B" with a minimum of difficulty. 

Only once in five matches did an op ­
ponent reach double figures and no one 
came near winning a game from her . 

In Zarfos ' first match she beat Barbara 
Svaab eas ily. The second round pro­
vided her biggest challenge but she 
defeated Lynn Simon , 21 -12, 21 -11. No 
one else got closer than that. 

Sue Bechard was the next victim, 
then the blonde Zarfos defea ted Patricia 
Tillotson in the semifinals. 

Marcia Nelson got off to a great start 
with impressive wins over Karen Mirsky 
and Mary Ann Bayless , but soon ran in­
to some stiff competition on her way to 
the finals. 

Nelson defeated Colleen Shields in 
a close match then fought off Carol Van 
Spybrook , 18 -21, 21-7, 15-11 in the 
semifinals. 

The finals were the easiest part of the 
tournament for Zarfos, who trounced 
Nelson, 21-1 , 21-3 , and left the crowd 
wondering-aloud-why she was in the 
"B" division. She certainly proved that 
she is the best "B" player around. 

Women's Doubles 
For the second straight year, women's 

doubles provided a share of surprises to 

the IRA tournament. This year the 
Tennessen-Dillon team emerged as the 
best the women had to offer. 

The dynamic pair easily disposed of 
Burdick -Rosenstein and then upset the 
team of Frenck -Tillotson to reach the 
finals. 

Hoff-McCarth y gained the same stat­
ure in an even easie r fashion by beating 
Farr ell-Turiak and Weisback -Finkelburg. 

Tenn essen -Dillon played like world 
beaters in the first gam e of the finals­
winning 21-6-but needed all the talent 
they could muster in the second game 
to win the championship . 

Golden Masters 
The Golden Masters was a division of 

contrasts . Both the finalists-Fl oyd 
Svenson and Dr. Hal Mattews-took en­
tirely different routes to their champion­
ship mat ch. 

Sv enso n did not need to dip into his 
reserve in any of his preliminary 
matches . He defeated Ben Wirkus, Ed 
Lowrance and Karl Schmidt , seemingly 
growing stronger and winning more 
easily each time out. 

Dr. Mattews , on the other hand , was 
in trouble after a routine win over Hike 
Sohilkian to open things up . He was 
tested in the second round by the 
always -tough Irving Zeilman , then had 
to go all the way to a 15 -12 tiebreaker to 
defeat Carl Murphy and to a 15-9 tie­
breaker to overcome Myron Friedm an 
in the semifinals . 

The last two results were only a sam · 
pie of the problems still in store for Dr. 
Mattews in the finals . Svenson was at his 
all-time best , dominating from the start 
and winning , 21 -11, 21 -4 . • 

The IRA Nationals will doubtless con­
tinue to grow larger , but future tour­
naments may be hard pressed to equal 
either the qualit y of the competition or 
the quality of the competitive site . 

IRA spokesmen were enthusiastic in 
their appreciation for the contributions of 
SEAMCO, the national sponsor which 
provided money , balls and just pla in "ef­
fort ." They had additional priase for the 
Southfield Racqu etime Center , particu· 
larly owner Pat McPharl in, his associate 
Roger Schockor, and the other person· 
nel who made the tournament site more 
than just an outstanding plysical faciity. 
Floor managers Sid Semel, Irv Zeitman 
and Hallie Singer all made significant 
contributions and so did Gatorad e (for 
its product) and th e Ford Division of 
Ford (for the van) . 

So , too, did 430 racquetball playeb 
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197 7 -78 International Racquetball Association 

Seated (1-r)-Leonard Marks , national rules chairman, V. Z. La wton, 
P e te Crummey, Carol Greenberg, Wllllam B. Tanner, president. 

Board of Directors 

Standing (1-r) -Bob Folsom, Ge n e Grap es, vic e pr es ident, Mark 
Wayn e, Cal Murphy, sec retary -tr easu rer , a nd Luk e St . Onge . 
Wayn e, Gr ee nberg, Folsom and St. Ong e were e lect e d to thre e -yea r 
terms at th e IRA national tournam ent in Southfield, Mich. 

Seamco 444's now ava,lable 
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through the I RA office 
Order from : 
Int ernation al Racq uetball A ssoc iation 
2670 Uni on Ave . Ext., 
Memphi s, TN 38112 

Policy: 
1. All orders are on a pre-paid basi s only. 
2. Ball s are packed six dozen to a case and must be 

ordered in case lot s. 
3. Co st: $72 per case ($12/ dz. plus shipp ing). 
4. We have th e balls in sto ck and yo ur order will be 

filled immediately upon receipt of payment. 
5. All orders shipped pos tage co ll ect. 
6. Please allow 10 day s to 2 weeks for delivery. 

Order Blank 

Shipping Address 

City _____ _ _ __ ___ _ _ 

State ___ __ _ ___ Zip _ __ _ 

Please se nd _ ___ _____ cases of Seamco 444's 
(balls are packed 6 doz./ case (36 cans) at $72 per case. 
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INVESTIGATE 
Racquetball club 

franchises 
NOW 

available 

• In-depth 
financial 
information, 
projections 
and studies, 
helpful in securing 
financing 

• The Don Coryell Racquetball 
Club design, layouts and construction plans 

• Combined purchasing power capabilities and advantages 

• Men's conditioning, reducing, and weight training facilities 

• Separate women's conditioning and reducing facilities 

• Management training and supervision 

Don Coryell, head coach 
of the St. Louis Football 

Cardinals, is offering a 
complete Racquetball 

Club Franchise 
through Don Coryell's 

Racquetball 
Franchises, Inc. 

The Franchise provides 
the interested 

investor 
with: 

• The granting of a Franchise within a defined geographic area for a term of years 

• Methods of operation and inventory control 

• The use of certain valuable trade names, service marks and trademarks 

• Bookkeeping and accounting 

• Manuals covering business practices and policies 

• Newsletter informing the Franchisee of current trends and developments 

• Advertising and promotional techniques 

• Periodic manager supervision at franchisor's discretion 

The Don Coryell Racquetball Franchise provides the racquetball club 
owner with an operational system that begins with financing and 
continues thru the day-to-day operation of one of the fastest growing sports businesses in the country. 

Call or write Charles A. Lewis or Joe Gibbs at 11520 St. Charles Rock Rd., St. Louis. Missouri 
63044, (314) 739-0417 . 



The Joy 
of Racquetball By Steve Strandemo 

Professional racquetball players, who 
make their living at the game, can't fully 
enjoy a sport that everyone says is such 
fun to play. 

It would be marvelous to be a 
businessman who could leave his office 
after a hard day's work and go down to 
the courts and play an hour for the fun 
of it. 

But when the court is your office, it's 
hard to let the fun of the game get 
through to you. Racquetball is a game of 
precision at the pro level , and the fellow 
who comes closest to being perfect in 
his concentration and stroke-making 
wins most of the time , and most of the 
money . 

Anyone who tries to stay close to 
perfection will tell you it's not an easy 
life , reaching for the unreachable. 
There's not much room for laughter, 
and none for relaxation, in a pro rac­
quetball tournament. 

There will be time to throttle back, 
though, after pro careers are finished . 
On any given day , you can watch so 
many people , of all ages , hav ing a good 
time at this game. They all like to win, 
too , but from appearances they are in 
the game more for the fun of it. Life is 
too short . 

The game's basic attraction is as old 
as childhood. It is fun to bounce a rub · 
ber ball off the floor, and catch it. One · 
year-olds aren't yet coordinated enough 
to do it, but they will occupy themselves 
for hours on end in the attempt. 

Later on , when the children are older 
and bigger, they learn that the ball not 
only can be bounced off the floor, but it 
can be tossed up against a wall, and it 
will come back to them-not necessarily 
straight back on one hop. They may 
have to move to get to it, and that is 
great fun. 

As their skills develop , the kids will 
throw the ball against the wall with more 
and more velocity, and they will feel im· 
mense inner satisfaction - without really 
knowing what it is-when they are able 
to move quickly to catch the ball again. 

And then an entirely new element is 
introduced . Not on ly can a ball be toss ­
ed and bounced and caught, it can be 
hit with something; a broomstick, or a 

bat, or a racquet. 
Bingo! We step on a racquetball 

court, we 're all kids again, playing with a 
livelier ball in a bigger playroom , with a 
pretty racquet to hit the ball with. And 
doesn't the ball make a nice crack off 
the front wall? .. 

There is more to the game , of course , 
but you must admit it does tickle a far 
corner of the mind that remembers the 
fun only a kid can have . There is 
something addictive about that. 

As adults , we know perfectly well that 
we can idly slap a ball up against a wall 
and hit it again. But can we track down 
a ball hit by another player , who has 
tried to place it in such a way , and at 
such a speed , to make it difficult for us 
to get to it? 

If hitting a ball is fun, the pleasure in­
creases exponentially as our ability to 
rally with an opponent improves. 

This is the main reason why racquet­
ball makes such a hit right off the bat. 
You c? :1 actually play a game the first 
time you step on the court , though the 
angles may confound you . This "instant 
mediocrity" makes racquetball one of 
the least intimidating games to a person 
who has never played it before . And 
you will feel an improvement in your 
skill in the first hour. That IS fun . 

After that first hour , the enjoyment of 
racquetball will present itself to you in 
two or three d ifferent ways , one more 
noticeable than the oth ers: every time 
you play , there is the up -front pleasure 
of hitting the ball, and improv ing your 
game, and winning a good rally. 

Such is the fun of the actual playing 
of the game . 

But after the game is over, you may 
feel another sort of pleasant feeling, of 



well-being, of the cleansing pulse of ef­
fort . It will be there whether you win or 
lose. 

You may feel you have lost a pound 
or two. You may well HAVE . It gets fair­
ly warm in there , and the perspiration 
tends to flow freely . 

Racquetball is an excellent sport for 
improving your overall condition . Na­
turally , if you are going to shoot for an A 
player 's level, or beyond, you must aug­
ment your conditioning with other sus­
tained exerci se , such as running . 

Three or four sessions of racqu etball a 
week , though , will leave its mark on 
you, man and woman , in the form of a 
flatter belly, a skinn ier backsid e, and an 
overall feeling that is called "good mus ­
cle tone ." Even the portly regulars at the 
racquetball clubs have a spring in their 
step that comes only with knowledge 
that they can make their bodies react 
smoothly and smartly to strenuous 
physical demands. 

People carry these things out of the 
club with them . A person feeling fit and 
chipper can be spotted as soon as he or 
she walks in the office in the morning . If 
they got that way playing racquetball , 
they won 't hesitate to admit it. 

Racquetballers talk a lot more about 
the game at the office than joggers talk 
about jogging. Why is that , do you 
suppose? 

Racquetball may never totally replace 
the martini as the businessman's favorite 
way to unwind , but the game has made 
inroads . The busiest time at the clubs 
tends to be about 5 :30 on a weekday 
afternoon . As the offices empty , the 
courts fill. 

People in business , both men and 
women , marvel at the way their mood is 
changed completely by an hour behind 
that door. 

They are rather tense when they ar ­
rive at the club , both from the day 's 
hassle at the office , and then the sprint 
for the courts . 

They start to relax as they get rid of 
the office garb in favor of the shorts and 
pullover , but they say they aren 't yet 
free of the workday 's problems when 
they step onto the court . 

For the first 20 minutes of play , their 
mind s wander, they find it difficult to 
concentrate totally on the game . Then , 
as the juices get to flowing free ly, and 
they win a good rally or two, they begin 
to unwind . 

And then the last 20 minutes of the 
hour, they're really into it. That is such a 
good , loose feeling ; breathing hard , hit­
ting away , wiping the sweat off your 
brow . 
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Having a martini may deaden your 
tension, but it isn't going to relieve it. 
Your're still going to be thinking about 
your problems, or even griping about 
how badly the day went , and when you 
leave the bar, you may be feeling worse 
than when you went in. 

You can bet that won 't happen on a 
racquetball court. 

People who have tried it both ways 
say that tension needs a physical 
release, that it can be worked out , just 
like exercise loosens sore , tight muscles . 

When you leave the court after an 
hour , you won 't have a worry in the 
world , except maybe for an obstinate 
hitch in your backhand . You 'll be look­
ing forward to a half -hour , or however 
much time you have, of complete relax­
at ion ; a steam bath , a Jacuzz i maybe , 
and a shower. The last good vibrations 
of effort give way to a pleasant sort of 
lazy fatigue . 

These business people tell me they 
leave the club feeling pretty good about 
themselves . They seem to feel some 
energetic than when they arrived. 

It's invigorating to me to see people 
come out and play , even if it's only 
every fourth day, who are excited to get 
on the court - they can 't wa it to get out 
there and start play ing . 

And it's interesting that everybody 
wants to actually play . I never see 
anyone rallying . They all want to play a 
real game, to 21 points . Yet even if they 
ar en't playing particularly well, no one 
ever seems to get mad enough to quit , 
like they sometimes do in other sports . 
No one ever comes off a racquetball 
court 10 minutes early , say ing , "I've had 
enough ." 

It's always the other .way around : they 
come off the court at a run, head toward 
the desk, hoping they can get another 
court and finish their game , even if one 
guy is 10 point s behind . 

That is another indication of how 
much pure fun the game is: If the 
players can leave their workday worries 
outside the door when they go in, they 
also can leav e the game on the court 
when they leave . And that is good . 

Too often , a sport gets under a per­
son 's skin , and they start taking their 
doubts about the gam e to the office with 
them . That' s no good , either : it hamp ers 
efficiency , and so they worry more 
about the job, and thu s is a viciou s circle 
born . 

The 6 o 'cloc k "rush hour " may at first 
glan ce app ear the bu siest time of day at 
the courts , but you can also have trouble 
ge tting a court at 7 in the morning . 
Many business people like to start their 

day with a clean mind and relaxed 
body. 

There is plenty of action all day, as a 
greater percentage of housewives, self: 
employed people and students are 
taken to the courts. 

In San Diego, there are a couple of 
women's racquetball leagues that play 
on weekdays , during school hours . Th~ 
leagues are split into divisions for all skill 
levels. Members of the league will tell 
you they're not in the league just to 
socialize. They enjoy the game for the 
same reasons business people do, and it 
also, remember, is a good way to keep 
trim. 

At one time , you heard most of the 
idle racquetball chatter in office building 
corridors and elevators . Now you can 
hear it just as frequently in the checkout 
line at the supermarket. 

There is also a good deal of racquet­
ball discussion on school buses . 

Kids love racquetball , as has been 
pointed out already. But they are so at­
tracted to it that school administrators 
have made racquetball a regular part of 
their physical education curricula. 

That 's great , but it's also a little sad. 
Public schools can't afford anything 
more than outdoor one -wall, or some , 
times three -wall, courts . So the kids get 
very little chance to play four-wall, 
which is really the most fun, because 
there are very few public four-wall 
courts , and the kids can 't afford to play 
at the clubs . 

The young people are the losers here . 
Racquetball should be great fun for the 
kid population , but the adult population 
enjoys it so much that no court time is 
left. A club might well set aside an hour 
or so for the kids, at reduced prices , but 
the club 's older clientele no doubt woulc:I 
holler . 

More public four -wall courts is the ob ­
vious answer , but pr ese ntly no muni ci­
palities believe they can afford it. 

Maybe as the kids talk more about the 
game , and as more kids become in­
volved , city councils and school boards 
will take clos er not ice . 

Physical edu cation instructors believe 
that the best sports are those that the 
kids will take from high school with 
them , games they will play the rest of 
their lives. Racquetball is ready -made . 

Shouldn 't a game with that app eal. 
and thos e lifelong benefits , get a bigger 
slice of the budg et? If kids are the future 
of the gam e , then the game is also a part 
of the future of the kids. 

When the people who pull the purse 
strings realize that , the sport will start to 
explod e in earn est. • 
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Instruction 
Winning The Point 

Shooting For A Winner 

The last two chapters have dealt 
prim arily with the ways and means of 
extracting a weak shot from your op­
ponent , whether on the ser ve return or 
later. Once you have achieved this ob­
jective, you must attempt to win the 
point with the next shot. You can 't just 
stand the re all day hitting ceiling balls, 
hoping that he will take a careless risk 
and hit one into the floor. If one of his 
returns comes back no further than mid­
court, yo u must jump on the op portun ­
ity and hit a winner. You may never get 
another chance like that during the 
point Th e next chance may be his. It is 
discouraging to watch a player work his 
heart out for eight or ten exchanges, 
finally get the weak return he 's been 
looking for , and then not take the 
shot. He hits another ceiling shot and , 
inevitably, his opponent rolls out the 
next one . Don 't let that happen . You 
can't always de pend on your opponent 
to destroy himse lf. You hav e to beat 
him to win. 

I 

I 

V 

I 
~ I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

Diagram 16 
Forehand winner options 
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"How To Win at Racquetball," by 
Victor I. Spear, M. D. Win Publishing, 
Camelot Towers , Suite 204, 1415 East 
Stat e St., Rockford , Ill., 61108. 75 pages 
including diagrams . $4.45 (paperback). 

There are two primary winners in rac­
quetball: the kill shot and the passing 
shot. Since the opportunity may call for 
a forehand or backhand, and the shot 
may go to the right or left, we arrive at 
eight possible shots that may be ne eded : 

1. Forehand kill shot to the right cor­
ner 

2. Forehand kill shot to the left cor­
ner 

3. Forehand passing shot down the 
right side 

4 . Forehand passing shot down the 
left side (cross-court) (Diag. 16) 

5. Backhand kill shot to the right cor­
ner 

6. Backhand kill shot to the left cor­
ner 

7. Backhand passing shot down the 
right side (cross-court) 

8. Backhand passing shot down the 
left side (Diag. 17) 

Th ese eight shots must be considered 
as separate entities, and worked on in­
dividually . It is mandatory to have each 
of these shots in you r arsenal for two 
reaso ns: 

1. Each opportun ity you get favors 
the success of one shot over another. If 
you don't have the con fidence to hit the 
obvious high percentage winner, you 
will have to resort to a shot with a lesser 
chance of doing the job . 

2 . If you are unable to hit winners all 
wa~1s and from both sides , a smart play­
er will quickly recognize your weaknes -

ses , and simply keep the ball away from 
your strength. Worse , he will begin to 
anticipate your shot before you hit i~ 
thereby gaining a critical one step ad­
vantage tha t may rob you of your best 
shot. You must keep him guessing . 

If you are a player who can roll-out 
kill shots, don't bothe r with anything 
else , because the other player 's position 
is irrelevant. But , if you are a player 
who, like most of us, hits many just-so­
so kill shots , a little high and not exactly 
on target , you must be aware of one 
fact . These shots have no chance of 
being winners if your opponent is mov­
ing up on them before you strike the 
ball. And the only way you can prevent 
him from doing so , is to burn him with 
the cross-co urt passing shot as soon as 
he commits himself. The threat of the 
cross-court passing shot must always be 
in the air, and on his mind , to allow you 
to win with less than perfect kill shots. 
There has never been a good passing al· 
tack in football that lasted very long 
without the threat of a running attack 
hanging in the balance . 

The reverse is also true . If, for exam­
ple, your opponent realizes that you 
never hit a kill shot with your backhand 
(and he will, unless he has an IQ lower 
than the room temperature ), you are in 

X 

Diagram 11 
Backhand winner options 
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big trouble . Every time you get a set up 
on the left side , all he has to do is step 
back and protect himself from the cross­
court pass . 

How many players have you seen 
with outstanding form who can retrieve 
beautifully , hit excellent ceiling shots, 
and good cross-court passes , but never 
use the stroke to hit a kill shot? 
Th ese play ers ma y th ink they have 
strong backhands , but they are deluding 
themselves . They are backhand frauds. 
They have offensive gam es which are 
functioning only to 75% of capacit y if 
they ca n't hit two of the eight major win­
ners with co nsistency. You must be able 
to capitalize on a good opportunity by 
being definitive , not tentativ e, regardl ess 
of whether it occur s on your forehand 
or backhand side . Th is present s the 
game 's biggest challenge to most play­
ers becaus e their forehands are usually 
stronger. But face it: in the course of 
mo st mat ches there will be many more 
chances to hit backhand winners than 
forehand winners. It just doesn 't see m 
that way, because so many playe rs re­
fuse to take the shot. 

You should never walk off the co urt 
after a mat ch without hav ing hit eve ry 
one of the listed eight winn ers at least 
once. Naturally , you will have your 
own particular favorites based on you r 
skills, but the actual proportion of these 
shots in any given match shou ld not be 
based on your pre -conce ived choices . It 
should be the direct result of which op­
portunities are served up to you in that 
part icular match . Or to put it an ot her 
way : you don 't dec ide how man y kill 
shots or pa ssin g shots you hit, he does 
(by his po sition!) Certain positions of 
weakness almost see m to scream out for 
one reply. 

Example. 
You serve to the left corner. He at ­

tempts a cross-court pass which is an­
gled poorly and comes right ba ck to 
yo ur forehand , e ither dire ctly or off the 
side wall. You must hit a forehand 
kill to the right corner. His po sition 
and ret urn demand it! No other shot has 
a better chance to win. 

Example. 
You serve to the right corner. He at­

tempts a cross-court pass to the left 
which fails and rebo un ds off the side 
wall to your backhand . You must hit 
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a backhand kill shot to the left 
corner. His position and return de ­
mand it! No othe r shot has a better 
chanc e to win . 

Example. 
You serve to the left corner. He at­

tempts a kill shot to the left corner which 
comes up a little. You move up and hit 
a backhand kill right back into 
the left corner. A cross -court kill 
might also be considered because of his 
left side posi tion , but in this instance 
yo ur own posit ion for exe cut ion of the 
shot would take precedence . In choos­
ing a winner, you must always weigh the 
likely succ ess of the shot against the 
relative difficulty of executing it. 

Th is is the way you have to begin 
thinking if you are go ing to improve 
yo ur game. You have to react in a flash , 
hitting the shot most likely to suc­
ceed, not your own personal favorite. 
And remember, these are eight totally 
d ifferent shots. Don 't make the mistake 
of assuming that your ability to hit good 
forehand kill shots to the right corner 
automatically confers on you the bless­
ing of equal skill in hitting the same shot 
to the left corner . The ability is ther e , but 
yo u may nev er have used the shot, and 
may not becom e skillful at it unt il you've 
hit it a few hundred times . 

In summary , unless you dev elop the 
skill to hit kill shots and pass ing shots 
with uniform effectivene ss from both 
sides and in both directions , you will not 
get the resul ts your level of ability de­
se rves . It is imposs ible to hit a passing 
sh ot for a winner wh en your opponent 
is hang ing back at 3/ 4 court depth . It is 
eq ually impos sible to hit mo st kill shots 
for winners when your opponent is 
creeping up ahead of the serv ice line. It 
doesn't take a strategic genius to figure 
out that you sho uld hit more kill shots 
when he is in the ba ckco urt , and mor e 
passes when he is trapped up front. 

When To Go For a Winner 
Th is is a qu estio n that can neve r have 

a concrete answer. There are too many 
relativ e variabl es . Tw o ge neralities can 
be made: 

1. The lower you are able to strike 
the ball, the bette r chance you hav e to 
hit a winner. 

2. The closer yo u are to the front 
wall, the better chance you have to hit a 

winner. 
From this we can draw the following 

broad conclusion : 
Anytime you have a chance to 

hit the ball knee-high or below 
from a court position anterior to 
3 /4 court depth, try to hit a win­
ner. (Diag. 18) 

Diagram 18 
Winni ng area 

As discussed in the previous section 
in detail, your choice of kill shot vs. pass ­
ing shot , same side or cross-court , etc ., is 
dictated by your opponent's position at 
the time. 

You ma y, of course , also choose to 
hit a winner from the back co urt, off of a 
serve or a deep ceiling ball, but this 
should be an optional pick-and -choose 
situat ion used only in spots. It will be in­
fluenced by your level of fatigue. the 
score , his-positional errors , how well you 
are exec uting your shots , etc. But don't 
lose perspective. Anyone who stands at 
the back wall and hits kill shots all day 
long is going to lose to a smart player . 

Kill Shots 
Th ere will always be some debate on 

just where your targe t should be when 
you attemp t a kill shot . I believe you 
should try to hit it dead into the corner. 
You will rarely achieve this. Most of the 
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time it will result in a sidewall-fron twall 
(pinch sho t) kill, or the reverse . Aiming 
directly into the comer allows for the 
greatest margin for error . 

Your target should be 6-12 inches 
above the floor. The height of the target 
should be varied depending on your po ­
sition on the court . You shouldn 't aim 
quite as low on a kill shot from the back 
court, as you do on a set up in the serv ­
ice area . The odds won't allow it. Your 
opponent's position also influences the 
issue . You don 't have to aim quite as 
low if he is burrowed in the back court , 
regardless of yo ur own position . And 
lastly, the height of the target may have 
to be adjusted to fit the capab ility of the 
shooter. No one wants to stand there 
and hit half his kill shots into the floor . 

As a general rule , hit your kill shots to 
the near corner. Forehand kiU shots 
shou ld be hit into the right comer 90% 
of the time . Backhand kills should be hit 
into the left corner 90% of the time . The 
earlier discussion of the "e ight winning­
shots " must not be misunderstood . It 
was not sugge sted tha t ea ch of the eight 
shots be hit with the same frequency . It 
does enhance the valu e of your usual 
kill shot , however , to pop one over to 
the other side once in a while . 

The cross-court kill shot is a more dif­
ficult shot to execu te . First of all you are 
adding distanc e between you and the 
front wall by tak ing the diagonal. Sec­
ond , you give up the advantage of the 
parallel side wall nearby to use as a 
guide to your shot path . In sp ite of all 
this , it's still wise to have the cross-court 
kill in your battery of shots to keep your 
opponent guessing , an d for specific 
situations . 

The best time to try this sho t is when 
the ball is coming directl y from the 
target area toward mid -court . If it comes 
all the way across court , on the other 
hand , you 'd be better off to hit the kill 
shot down the wall into the natural near 
comer. But if it comes back to the mid ­
dle , it can be quite difficult to change the 
direction of the ball 90 degrees to the 
other corner . In this instance it may be a 
better shot to kill it back into the same 
corner it came from . 

&ample. 
A weak return rebounding from the 

left front corner to your forehand at 
mid-court : Hit a forehand kill right back 
into the left corner. 
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Two final points on kill shots: 
Learn to hit all your kill sho ts with 

equal proficiency before the bounce 
as well as after. The re are numero us op ­
portunities when you can cap italize on 
his pos itional weakness by not waiting 
for the bounce . Particu larly on a weak 
serve return , you can ofte n pluck the 
ball out of the air with a quick flick cut­
off kill sho t before he even knows what 
happened , and has not yet dug himse lf 
out of the rear corner. 

Secondly , don 't get discouraged if 
you miss a few kill shots ear ly in the 
gam e. Stay with the correc t sh ot. You 
must not stop hitting the sh ot, or else 
your other shots will becom e less ef­
fective because of your oppone nt' s an ­
ticipation . Most players try to take 
some thing off of the kill sho t after the y 
have missed a couple . I think the op­
posite is called for. Hit it harder! 
Early in the game your errors ar e often 
related to tension . The easie st way to 
relieve tension is with fierce action. So 
don 't let up , hit it harder. Any baseba ll 
pitch er will te ll you tha t it's easi er to 
throw a strike with a fastball than with a 
slow pitch . 

Variations of Kill Shots 
The phrase "a kill shot to the corn er" 

is the way I have chosen to descr ibe a 
particular attempt at hitting a winn er. If 
we wish to dissect the game down to its 
finer points , we must then proceed a 
step further and subdivide this shot into 
three types : 

1. Front wall kill-s traight out 
2 . Front wall-side wall pin ch shot 
3. Side wall-front wall pinch sho t 

(Oiag . 19) 
Your game would have to reach a 

high level of competence before it 
would be justifiab le to spend time on 
these variations. For most players , I 
would strongly recommend that all this 
be ignored temporarily, to be taken up 
later. Just aim at the comer and let your 
shots end up as a random mixture of the 
above . But to those who have attained 
the enviab le comb ination of shoot ing 
accuracy and quick th inking under fire, 
it is worth spend ing a few words on 
these variat ions. 

It can't be denied that there are some 
advantages gained by the player who 
can add these variations to his kill shots . 
One such advantage is that he can angle 

the ball awa y from the other p layer who 
may be trapp ed on one side. The sec­
ond advantage is that he need not hit 
bo ttom bo ard on his kill shots. Hitting 
the secon d wall takes enough off the 
ball to bring it down some , so he doesn't 
have to take the risk of go ing for a 
roll out. He ca n get away with a kill shot 
that co mes in slightly high if it hits two 
walls and is ang led away from the other 
playe r. 

It follows that a side wall-front wall kill 
sh ot sho uld be chosen if you are shoot­
ing at th e corner on the same side as 
the out -of-position oppo nen t. It also 
follows tha t a front wall-side wall kill 
shot sho uld be chosen if you are shoot­
ing at the opposite side of the out-of­
position oppon ent. 

It may be true that pinch shots are less 
risky insofa r as skipp ing the ball in is 
co ncerned , because you don 't have io 
aim so low. On the other side of the coin 
is the fac t tha t it add s one more variable 
to the mathema tics of the situation 
which makes it more difficult to execute. 
For most p layers , ther e fore, the killshot 
sho uld be pr eferred ove r the pinch 
shots in mo st situations. e 
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Dlagram19 
Variations of kill sh ots 
1. Straigh t out kill 

I 

X 
G) 

2 . S idewa/1-fron tw al/ p inch 
3. Fro ntw all-sidewa/1 p inch 
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Competitive 
Nutrition 

Over the past several years , athletes 
have awakened to the fact that altered 
dietary habits can significantly affect per ­
formance. With this increased aware ­
ness has come numerous fad diets ; bee 
pollens, megavitamins, glycogen super ­
compensation (carbohydrate loading), 
protein hypersupplementation , etc. 

But what is fact and what is fad? This 
article will not attempt to provide the 
ideal diet for racquetball players , but 
rather to provide the information 
necessary to construct your own diet. 

All nutrients can be classified into one 
of the following categories: carbohy ­
drates, proteins , fats , vitamins, minerals, 
and water . These nutrients serve several 
basic purposes: (1) provide structural 
components , (2) maintain a constant in­
ternal environment, (3) regulate body 
processes , and (4) provide energy for 
the body to stay alive and exercise . In 
the typical American diet , carbohydrates 
provide 43 -76% of our calories . 

Carbohydrates can be either simple 
sugars (glucose, fructose), or more com ­
plex molecules composed of numerous 
simple sugars. Glucose is found in 
honey , grapes , raisans , dates , and in var­
ing degrees in all fruits. These simple 
sugars are passed rapidly (min.) through 
the digestive tract and into the blood ­
stream where they can provide energy. 

Complex sugars (polysaccharides) 
are found in cakes, candies, cookies , 
candy bars , and all "junk" foods . These 
polysaccharides should be totally elim ­
inated from the diet because they: (1) 
require energy to be reduced to their 
simple sugar component (the body can 
utilize only simple sugars for energy) , 
and (2) deplete stores of the B complex 
vitamifls during the metabolic process. 

Carbohydrates are stored in the liver 
(2,000-3,000 cal.), and in muscles as 
glycogen. Racquetball players expend 
approximately 1000 -1100 calories per 
hour during competition. To offset this 
energy deficit, a daily increase in high ­
quality carbohydrates (3000-4000 cal) 
with a commensurate increase in pro ­
teins (20-30 grams), vitamins, minerals, 
and water , initiated two weeks prior to a 
tournament can increase glycogen 
stores by as much as 20 percent. In­
creased carbohydrate intake should be 
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curtailed 3-4 days before competition to 
avoid fatigue due to abnormally high 
levels of blood sugar. 

Even with moderate pre-tournament 
carbohydrate loading , energy stores can 
easily be exhausted. At that point , an 
entirely different form of carbohydrate is 
needed - fluid. One solution is a mixture 
of coke syrup (supplies energy and 
slight stimulation) with water and pow­
dered Gatorade (supplies electrolytes) . 

The exact ratio is left to individual 
taste, but the amount of syrup should be 
relatively low to avoid reactive hypo ­
glycemia , (the body's balance-pre­
serving mechanisms secrete insulin to 
correct the suddenly increased blood 
sugar). 

Other high energy fluids are natural 
orange juice or honey . Honey should 
always be eaten alone. In combinat ion 
with other fluids or foods , the digestive 
process is slowed . Candy bars , tea with 
sugar , dextrose pills, and other polysac ­
charides should be avoided because the 
sudden increase in blood sugar from 
these concen trates causes reactiv e 
hypoglycemia and you are left with less 
energy than before. 

Fats account for approximately 45 
precent of the total calories consumed . 
Two -th irds of these calories are derived 
from animal fats and one third from 
vegetable sources . 

Fats have a much higher energy yield 
per gram than glycogen (9 cal/gram vs. 
4 cal/gram). In fact, the heart selectively 
utilizes fat for energy. However , the high 
fat intake is related to current increased 
incidence of vascular disorders. 

A level of 25 percent fat calories is 
considered sufficient to maintain skin 
health, growth , and earring capacity for 
vitamins A, D, E, and K. Fats are fre­
quently associated with high quality pro­
teins (meats, milk, fish, poultry , nuts, 
and olives) so it is not advisable, nor 
possible, to eliminate fats completely . 

Some guidelines to follow include: (1) 
the diet should furnish all other nutrients 
in adequate and balanced quantities , (2) 
saturated fats should be lowered , (3) 
cholesterol intake should be under 250 
mg daily, (4) trim visible fats from meats, 
(5) avoid deep fat frying , and (6) use 

By Dr. James B. Phillips 

fish, chicken, and veal as a red meat 
substitute . 

Vitam ins themse lves do not pro vide 
energy, but act as catalysts or co­
enzymes that regulate me tabolism by 
relea sing energy from fats and carboh y­
drates . It is beyond the scope of this ar­
ticle to discuss all vita mins; there fore, 
only those wh ich affec t exercise will be 
men tioned . 

Th e B compl ex vitamin s have such a 
close relationsh ip that a def icient intake 
of one will impa ir utilization of the 
others. These vitam ins pla y a key role in 
the break down of glucose and release of 
energy. Shor tages of B complex vita­
mins in the athlete are rare with the 
excep tion of thiam ine (B,) and B,2-
Exercising athletes on increased carbo­
hydrates shou ld maint ain an intake of 
B, of at least 2 mg/d ay. B,2 is often lack­
ing in a vegetarian diet. These diets can 
be supplemen ted with B,2 pills from 
microbia l growth concen trat es . 

Vitamin C is a co ntrov ersial subject in 
any nutr itional discussion and medical 
evidence conc erni ng megad oses of the 
vitamin are divided . However , addi­
tional supplementation of 1-4 grams/ 
day seems indicated for increased ten­
don healing and for vitamin C's antihis­
taminic action . 

Vitamin E plays an important part in 
the ability of red bloo d cells to carry oxy­
gen . Average needs vary between 10 
and 35 JU/ day . 

Proteins are indispensable const i­
tuents of all cells. The y build body tissue 
and are the essential component of en· 
zymes and hormo ne s that catalyze 
metabo lism. 

When intake of dietary carbo hydrates 
and fats are inadequate , prote ins can 
even serve as a ene rgy source . Proteins 
are composed of amino acids , som e of 
which can be synthes ized in the body 
(non -essential) , and some which cannot· 

Eggs contain the bes t balanc e of 
essential amino acids followed by fish, 
meat, soybeans , milk, che ese , rice, corn, 
and potato , to list a few . An imal protein 
(meat) is not superior to plant protei n. 

In fact , the heatin g of meats 
significantly lowers essenti al am ino acid 
levels. Dietary dependen ce upon nwa t 
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for protein is mainly an American 
phenom en on and one that is probably 
more harmfu l than helpful. 

Anatomically , man is a fruit eater with 
a digestive tract many times longer than 
his body length. Carnivors , on the other 
hand, have a digestive tract only ap­
proximately three times th eir body 
length . lnjes ted m eat putrif ies before it is 
fully digested , releasing toxins. Eating 
raw foods contributes to reducing the 
total required volume of prot ein in two 
ways : (1) cooking doesn't destroy the 
amino acid framework , so you utilize 
100% of what you eat, and (2) raw 
foods negate the 6-8 grams of protein 
needed to synthesize digestive juices 
because they digest themselves thanks 
to their ow n enzyme content. 

The average, active 22-year old man 
req uir es approximate ly 0 .9 grams o f 
protei n/ kg/day . It is without scientif ic 
fact tha t a high protein diet is necessa ry 
for streng th or endurance. No o rgan in 
the body contains a static reserve of pro ­
tein ; th erefo re , there is no value in con ­
sum ing extra protein in anticipation o f 
stress . 

If you do decide to redirect your 
eating habits , do so gradually. Here are 
some ideas as f irst steps : (1) eliminate all 
polysac charides and substitute honey 
and fruits, (2) eat onl y 100 percent 
who le w heat products , (3) cook vege ­
tables lightly and increase intak e of raw 
foods , (4) eli mi na te or red uce beef and 
pork. Subsitiute fish , chicken , and vege ­
tarian protein (nuts , brewer's yeast , 
wheat germ, etc .), and (5) do not 
ove reat. 

Whatever your personal preference 
for meeting these dietary guidelines, the 
most important aspect of a high quality 
athletic diet is th at it be balan ced be­
tween all categori es of nutri ents. • 

Bibliography available upon request. 

PRO SHOPS- STORES- YMCA'S 

How can you be sure 
to have a successful 

racquetball-handball club? 
Go with experience. Despite the fact that racquetball is the fastest growing 

sport in America today, a number of clubs are experiencing problems. Many 
factors are vital to long range success, including club design, location, manage· 
ment of operation, new programs, maintenance, and so forth. 

We, at Spaulding, are what one might term, "pioneers," in racquetball club 
ownership and management. We currently own and operate 8 clubs, with more 
on the way. 

We believe through our research and development of systems at our own ex­
pense at our own clubs, that we arn now in a position to help others in club de­
sign, construction and management. Before you invest, see what we can do for 
you. Contact The Spaulding Racquetball Clubs, Inc. at 314- 391-6439. 

Spaulding Racquetball Clubs, Inc. 
200 Enchanted Pkwy . St. Louis , Mo . 63011 

• BUY AT WHOLESALE FACTORY PRICES FOR • Leach • Seamco • Champion 
• DELIVERY FROM STOCK • ON TIME 
SEAMCO 
#559 and new ,;444 

S12 .00 doz./6 doz . or mor e. 
Case Lots Only 

• All Racq uetball Eq uipment In 
Sr ock Fo r lm med w te Del ivery 

• For A Comple te L ist ing Of I rems 
.1nd Pr,ccs Wri te For Our 40 
Pago Wholesale Full-Color 
Corolog. 

LEACH 
SWINGER 
RACQUET 
1 doz . Quantity 
S10.90 Ea. 

Pu.~~~~AV~H!!!!~ • PH~!?,:,,.,_,~ 
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CHAMPION ::610 
RACQUETBALL 
GLOVE 
As Low As S3.25 Ea. 
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Racquetball 
TheWa 

By Leonard Marks 

At the Midwest IRA regional cham ­
pionships in St. Louis, Joe Zelson 
walked off the court, once again Masters 
champion . 

Racquetball is different things to dif­
ferent people . To the professional 
player it is a way of life and a means of 
livelihood . 

To the harried business man, it's a 
quick, inexpensive means of getting rid 
of his frustrations and getting some 
badly needed exercise . 

To the housewife it's a way of leaving 
behind the boring, humdrum routine of 
running a home and caring for children . 

To Joe Zelson, racquetball was and is 
his way back. 

In January , 1965 , at the age of 36 , 
Joe Zelson suffered a mass ive coronary . 
Although he was physically active, play­
ing golf and some competitive basket ­
ball , the attack came without warning 
and with une xpected suddeness . Zelson 
weighed 175 pounds , smoked one and 
one -half to two packs of cigarettes daily 
and ran his own business consisting of 
investment and pens ion counselin g. 

To everyone who know s Joe Zelson 
he is a tireless, fierce competitor , 
especially in tournament play . He is a 
tough-minded individual who asks for , 
and gives nothing when on the racquet ­
ball court. Should you beat him , it's 
because you are the better player on 
that parti cular day. The tough minded ­
ness that he displays on the court , he 
carries over in his daily life. 

After his heart attack , Zelson went 
through the normal recovery period 
rec o mmended by his doctor . Three and 
one -half weeks in intensive care and 
hospitalization , thr ee weeks at home 
and then back to work on a parttime 
basis . 

During his conval esc ence, he read ex ­
tensively on his illness , consulted his 
phys ician at length and learned what ­
ever he could about problems of the 
heart. 
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The Joe Zelson Story 

JoeZet.on 

According to Joe , he could get no 
definite answer from his doctor regard ­
ing the severity of his attack or just how 
badly his heart had been damaged . All 
he could learn was that he came peril ­
ously close to losing his life and soon 
gave up trying to find out just how sick 
he was or had been. He reached the 
conclus ion that his heart is just another 
muscle in the body whose funct ion it is 
to pump blood . Somehow this muscle 
had been torn or damaged, so Joe 
decided it should be treated like any 
other muscle. He felt a program to 
rebuild the heart was in order. 

Joe asked his doctor , after some six 
months of no physical activ ity oth er 
than wa lking , if he could play golf. The 
doctor was reluctant at first but Joe per ­
sisted and finally persuaded him to 
allow Joe to play once again . The doc­
tor, however , ins isted that he use no 
club heavier than a five-iron . 

Joe , who scored in the low 80 's 
before his attack , felt that playing with 
only a five-iron was more strenuous 
since he was swinging that club harder 
striving for greater distance . It wasn't too 
long before Joe was using all the clubs 
in his bag . He had taken his first step 
back to recovery . 

It wasn't too long either before he 
started looking for some other exercise . 
Once again Joe turned to his doctor for 

Back 
gu idanc e. Th e doct or suggest ed that 
light swimming would be okay provided 
it was undertak en in moderation . Swim· 
ming is one act ivity th at Jo e does not 
enjoy but he did it any way know ing that 
he had tak en another step back on the 
road to recovery . 

After a few month s of swimming, golf 
and som e good repo rts from his doctor 
on his phy sical condit ion , Joe decided 
he need ed a more strenuous activity in 
which to indulge. So he turned to 
another type of doctor , this time the 
athletic director of the St. Lou is J ewish 
Communit y Center (JCCA) , Phil Sm ith. 
Smith sugg ested a program of light jog­
ging , jog one lap , walk on e lap. Joe 
followed Ph il's instruc tions but was soon 
into a program of doing at least half a 
mile four or five times a week . This soon 
convinced him tha t he was read y for yet 
another step forward . 

About a year had pass ed since his 
heart atta ck and now he started looking 
for yet another way to rebuild his 
damaged muscle. Go lf was limited, 
swimming and jogg ing bor ing and so, in 
look ing around he discovered racquet­
ball. Joe had obser ved the gam e at the 
JCCA and he fe lt it wou ld do no harm 
just to go into the cou rt by himse lf and 
bat the ball around a little. 

It was only a natural sequ ence of 
events that Joe start ed playing anyone 
who happ ened to be around the JCC A. 
He approached competitive playing 
with a good dea l of reservation since he 
found the gam e to be more strenuo us 
than anyth ing else he had been doing, 
and was constant ly alert to any fee ling 
of pain , tiredness or disco mfort. Yet 
none cam e. Joe kn ew he had taken 
another step in the right direction . 

Joe's approach to tourn ament s was 
something else . He kn ew that in a fun 
game , you can quit anytim e you want. 
He also knew a tournam ent places a 
great deal of stres s and strain both 
physically and mentally on the body. 

Joe felt, though , he could call a halt 
anytime he felt that he might be jeopur· 
dizing his health. So he began playing in 
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tournaments and by 1969, he was play­
ing in and winning his share of house 
tournaments . He won the National 
Doubles in St. Louis with Marlowe 
Phillips as his partner, then entered the 
Masters Singles in Salt Lake City, losing 
to Bill Sellars for third place. That tour­
nament convinced him he had come all 
the way back . 

Joe felt racquetball had provided him 
with the ideal means of rebuilding his 
damaged heart. He was co nvinced he 
was in as good a shape physically as he 
had ever been in his life. Joe felt, 
however, he had one more step to take 
before being completely satisfied. Joe 
loved skiing and since his heart attack in 
1965, he had not been on the slopes for 
five years . Joe again consulted his 
physician but the doctor was horrified at 
the very thought. He pointed out to Joe 
three reasons why the answer was a 
very definite -NO! One , skiing is too 
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strenuous ; two, it is done in cold 
weather which puts a greater strain on 
the heart; and three, it is generally done 
at high altitudes where the air is consid­
erably thinne r and is more difficult to 
breathe . 

At about that time, there was a 
considerable amount of publicity about 
heart attacks since Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower had had one . Dr. Paul 
Dudley White, the President's physician, 
was in the news and so Joe proceeded 
to write him regarding skiing. Dr. White 
wrote back with the advice that he could 
see no harm if undertaken in modera­
tion. 

Armed with Dr. White 's letter, Joe 
went back to his own physician . Joe's 
doctor reluctantly gave his permission, 
not for skiing, but for ice skaling . Joe 
skated for a while but could take just so 
much of it. He saw his doctor again and 
argued until he received permission to 

try skiing. Since then Joe has skied the 
slopes of the Rockies and last winter he 
was off doing his thing in Alaska. 

Today, Joe holds many racquetball 
titles on a local, state and national level. 
He consistently ranks in the top 20, 
locally in St. Louis and is active in 
challenge ladder tournaments at many 
of the St. Louis area clubs . He plays at 
least five days a week and as often if not 
more than one session per day. He still 
plays golf, tennis (because it gets him 
outdoors) and, of course, skis. 

By no stretch of the imagination can 
anyone ever consider Joe being either 
an invalid or having been one. The 
physical checkups he undergoes on a 
routine bas is indicate no sign of him 
ever suffering a heart attack. It is Joe's 
feeling that this has been accomplished 
through his exercis ing, especially , rac­
quetball. 

Continued on page 67 
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Patch Barracks, with sponsorship by 
the Stuttgart USO and the 7-Up Com­
pany , hosted the first 7-Up Racquetball 
Tournament in Stuttgart , German y, in 
late Feb ruary . Fifty-six p layers partic­
ipated in the three -day event although 
many more were turned away due to 
the unexpectedly large player tournout 
and the fact that only two courts were 
available to handle five brackets of 
players . 

In the women 's d ivision, Pan Haren 
of Landstuhl was the overall winner , de­
feating D.J. Cook of Baumho lder 15-6, 
15-6 . Deb Ballinger of Camp New Am­
sterdam beat Judy Dixey of Bamberg 
for the women's consolation title. 

In the men 's senior division , Rick 
Baird of Camp New Amsterdam de­
feated Jerry Goodwin of Worms, 15-7, 
15 -7 . Hal Lefler won the senior con­
solation division . Chuck Warrick , an­
other New Amster damer, defeated 
Hanau 's Ron Moore in a B division final, 
7-15, 15-3, 15- 11. Dan Davis of Heidel­
berg came out on top in the B consola ­
tion bracket. 

The men 's open doubles title was 
won by the second -seeded team of 
Spangdahl em's Al Barreras and Zwei­
brucken 's Gene Couch . Couch and 
Barreras bested SHAPE 's Jack Rashley 
and Ramstein 's Dwight Kea loha , 11-15, 
15-10, 15-10. In the semi -finals , Rashley 
and Kealoha beat the No . 1 seeded 
team of Bamberg 's Bob Dixey and Stutt ­
gart's Jim Pierce, but were unab le to 
co ntinue their winning ways against the 
No. 2 seeds . 

Second -see ded Al Barreras won the 
open singles division title defeating un­
seeded and unheralded Ken Hinz of 
Augsberg . Hinz eliminated three of the 
tournaments top seeds , including num ­
ber one seed Dwight Kealo ha , but his 
upper bracket domination came to a 
halt against Barreras. 

Stuttgart had a second hero in 
Howard Stoner of the 7-Up Compan y. 
Not only did 7-Up provide an unlimited 
supp ly of the Uncola , but a lso und er­
wrote the cost of tournament T-shirts, 
food, prizes, patches and 7-Up glasses . 
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In The News 
RECORD S ETTER 

World records are "Tiger Bill" Hol­
den's racket. 

Or more precisely, racquet. 
Holden, of Canoga Park, Calif., re ­

gained the world 's marathon racquetball 
record April 24 playing a total of 60 
hours and 20 minutes. 

He broke the previous record of 51 
hours and 5 minutes set in 1976 by two 
racquetball enthusiasts in Stillwater , 
Oklahoma . 

In the course of the record stint, 
Holden played 39 different opponents 
in 182 games , winning 163 of them . 

Opponents paid $2 an hour to play 
against Holden , with all proceed s going 
to the March of Dimes ' work to prevent , 
treat and cure birth defects. 

After more than 60 hours of play, 
with only 5-minute breaks each hour , 
Ho lden emerged in relatively good con ­
dition . He refused the 2-minute breaks 
between games allowed in marathon 
competition . 

Foot problems caused by a new­
design athletic shoe grated away the 
bottom of Ho lden 's feet. From approxi ­
mately his 25th hour on, he was forced 
to play in old sneakers and socks which 
were seeping with blood. 

Holden did nothing special to prepare 
for the event. "I didn 't change any of my 
regular habits ," he said . "I just made 
sure I maintained my three ba lanced 
mea ls a day ." 

Ho lden 's wife, Judy , and two chil­
dren , Billy, 2½ and Margar et, 7, kept a 
daytime vigil at the Warn er Center Rae-

quet Club in Woodland Hills, where the 
marathon record was set. 

"I think he's crazy for trying to go so 
many hours," Mrs. Ho lden said, "but I 
think he's wonderful for trying to help 
the March of Dimes ." 

Holden's first opponent was KGIL 
radio's "Sweet Dick" Whittington . After 
losing 3 -21 and 8-21 to Holden , Whit­
tington promised him , "If you stop I'll 
tell the world you stopped." 

Holden 's second opponent was Rob 
Scribner of the Los Angeles Rams , an 
excellent all-around athlete, who emerged 
winded and exhausted after an hou r 
of play . 

Holden hadn't even began perspiring 
at this point. 

Holden, who set the first world mara­
thon racquetball record in 1975 at 40 
hours and 19 minutes, does not plan 
any future record attempts. 

He'd like to settle down and own his 
own racquetball club instead. 

JAMES BRUBAKER 
AND GAIL JOHNSON 
PROMOTED AT OMEGA 

The Boa rd of Directors of Prandur 
Corporation has e lected Jam es C . 
Brubaker vice president for sales of its 
Om eg a Sports Division and Mrs . Gail 
Johnson ha s be en elected assistant 
secretary of Prandur Corporation . Omega 
Sports is one of the nation 's fast­
growing producers of top line racquet ­
ball racquets . 

Since 1872 - Manufactu rers of 
The Fines t in Hard Map le Floors 
Spec ializing in Spor ts Floor Const ruction 

Contact us for Engin ee ring Data and 
Specifications on our "Lay tite" 

Court Flo or System 
for 

Racquetba ll - Handb a ll - Squas h 

~ ~R';!~~!?..~ ~ WAU S AU, WISCONSIN 54401 
PO BOX 9.-,7 
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EKTELON INTRODUCES 
CABINET-MODEL 
STRINGER MACHINE 

Ektelon has introduced a new cabinet 
mode l str inge r machine which has am­
ple storage space for the machine 's ac ­
cessories as well as a large sup ply of 
string for all kinds of tennis, racquetball, 
squash and badminton rackets . 

The cabinet also provides a larger 
workbench area , just below the machine 
itself, which is twice the area of the 
standard model. 

By allowing an at-hand location for 
storage of the machine's vario us ac ­
cessories , the cabinet will save the 
stringer time: no longer will he have to 
reme mber whe re he left an adap ter , and 
no longer will he have to fetch a tool or 
a set of strings from anothe r part of the 
shop. The cabinet is equipped with a 
lock for security. 

Among the accessories-all of which 
will fit in the cabinet-are an inside 
hanger adjustment kit, for the Wilson-T 
models ; an oversized-head adapter for 
the Prince ; badminton string clamps; 
and a tension calibration guage. 

The ca binet model lists for approxi­
mately $640, including all accessories . 
The stand model lists for approximate ly 
$600. 

For further information contact: 
Ektelon , Dept. PR77 , 7079 Mission 
Gorge Road , San Diego , CA 92120 . 
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The most 
playable racquets 

on the ma rl<et. 

I l',; ~ . 
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Only a quality 
racquet is 
going to satisfy 
you in the 
long run. A 
racquet that 
can stand the 
test of hard play . A racq uet 
that will take smash after 
smash an d really perform . 
Omega is suc h a rac qu et. 

Omega, the most p lay­
ab le racquet on the market, 
is designed to ou t-perform 
the other top-o f-the-line 
racquet - yet is more 
attractively priced. Now that's 
a pleasant surp rise. 

Playe rs everywhere are 
d iscover ing the finer play ­
ab ility of Omega-and the 

.,. 

pride of owning 
Omega. So if you' re 
not p laying with an 
Omega ... you just 

might not be 
p laying 

your best 
game . Try 

an Omega racquet ... its feel 
... its responsiveness . Ask your 
dealer or club for Omega by 
name . If it's not in stock, ca ll 
or write : Omega, a Division of 
Prandur Corporation , 2366 
Schuetz RcxJd. St. Louis, Missouri 
63141 (314) 872 -9007. 

Omega 
RACQUETBALL CLINIC 

in the beautiful Tropicana Hotel in 
LAS VEGAS 

Choose from 7 summer sessions 
July 18 thru Aug . 14. Each session 
4 day s. For comp lete detail s write : 
Randy Stalfor d . 1330 Massbrooke . 
No 2. Memphis . Tenn 38 134 

MEGA 
~ The WIN-DESIGNED Racquets 



Regionals 
CANADIAN EASTERN REGIONAL 

Four New York residents captured in­
dividual honors at the Canadian Eastern 
Regional tournament in Toronto . 

Three of them were from Rochest er, 
N.Y. as Leo Marsocci won the men's 
open singles, Herman Neumeir the 
senior singles and Sam Poletta the 
mast er singles. Gretch en Ackerman of 
Potsdam , N.Y ., won the women's open 
singles. 

The only non-N ew Yorker to win a 
championship was Michael Gora of 
Toronto who won the junior singles . 

Mike Yellln 
Northern Regional 
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MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL 
By Luke St. Onge 

Some 350 players were entered in 10 
events at the Mid-Atlantic regional 
championships held at Courts Royal in 
Richmond , VA. 

Women's singles found perennial fa. 
vorite Carol French, North Carolina , 
playing strong and consistent in 
defeating Lucy Zargos, Pennsylvania 
State Champion, 15-11 , 15 -5 . 

In the senior singles Pennsylvan ia 
Open Champion Ron Galbreath de ­
feated George Allen , Virginia , in 15 -13, 
15-3 . 

Master singles was dominated by an 
ever -imp rov ing Al Shattner , Penn ­
sylvania , defeating R. Polson 15 -7 , 15-2 . 
Shattner made the finals by beating top 
seeded and nationally ranked Gene 
Grapes , Pennsylvania. 

Open doubles was a showdown be­
tween the team of Remen -Blystone 
(Virginia) against the top seeded team 
of Rob erso n-Kutas. In a tightly con ­
tested match , Remen -Blystone o ut ­
lasted Roberson -Kulas 15-13 , 14-16 , 
17-15 . 

In golden masters A. Payne, Mary­
land , defeated T. Shipplett; Virginia, and 
B. Leavitt, Virginia , defeated M. Barton, 
Maryland, in women 's singles. J . Lat ­
timer, Mar,yland, defeated Al Plummer , 
Pennsylvania, in "B" singles while Eric 
Foley , Maryland , stopp ed Tom Essa , 
Virginia , in juniors . 

MIDWEST REGIONAL 

Joe Gibbs backfield coach for the St. 
' ' Louis football Cardinals, won the men s 

open and senio r championships to high­
light the five-state Midwest regional held 
at the Dors ett Racquet Club in St. Louis. 

In the other brackets No . 1 seed Rita 
Hoff on the women's ope n, Jimmy 
DiVito the golden masters , Joe Zelson 
the masters and Doub Weissman both 
the "B" junior divisions . 

Sarah Green 
Southern Regional 
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NOR THEAST REGIONAL 

Only one of the last year 's regiona l 
champions was ab le to defe nd his 
crown successfully , as many new and 
improving players took top honors at 
this year 's Northeast Regionals . 

The new seven -court Manchester 
Court Club was the site of the tourna ­
ment as over 250 enthusiast ic players 
competed in eight divisions. 

The one defending champion to re ­
gain his crown was open king, Charlie 
Garfinkel. But even he didn't have as 
easy a time as in the past. Garfinkel ad ­
vanced to the finals by defeating Tour ­
nament Director Danny Giordano, 15-8, 
10-15 , 15-5 in the quarter fina ls, and 
Ray Capitanelli in the semis . In the finals 
Garfinkel lost his opening game to Mike 
Ramano , 15 -9, but rebounded to win 
the next two , 15-5 and 15 -8 . 

In the senior division Pat Colombo 
advanced to the finals with a 15-8, 
15-10 win over Leo Fonseca. Pete 
Crummey had a much tougher time as 
he squeaked by former national doubles 
champion, Don Wallace, 11-15, 15-13, 
15-6 . The finals were an all out war . 
Both players fought and scratched for 
every point. Most points ended with one 
or both players on the floor. In the end it 
was Crummey 's shooting that pulled it 
out, 11-15, 15-13 , 15-3. 

The masters divisions saw Bill 
McLaughlin gain the finals, with an easy 
15-2, 15 -5 win over Jim Hawkins. Bob 
Folsom was the other finalist as he 
outlasted Sam Garafalo , 15 -8, 1-15 , 
15-11. What started out as an interest ­
ing final came to an abrupt halt, when 
McLaughlin suffer ed a leg injury and 
had to retire halfway through the 
first game. 

The golden masters was dominated 
by Mike Friedman as he cruised past 
John Dobrutsky , 15-10, 15 -0 in the 
semis , and 15 -7 , 15-8 over Dr. Bob 
Goldberg in the finals. 

Newcomer Francie Davis rolled ov er 
everything she got near , in the women' s 
division . It was Davis over Sue "Boom 
Boom " Yovic 15-7, 15-6, while Jackie 
Boyer made the finals with a 15 -7, 15-4 
win over Marjorie Callahan . Francie was 
just too overpowering for Jackie as she 
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cruised in 15-4, 15-9 . 
Todd Gibbo won the junior division, 

as well as making round 8 in the open. It 
was Gibbo over Steve Elia, and Steve 
Veille over hometowner Bruce Chris­
tensen to set up the junior finals. 
Veilleus gave Todd all he could handle 
in the first game before falling 15-13. 
Then Todd got hot and ran away with 
the second game and the title 15-6. 

Graduating up to the open was class 
"B" winner Dave Maturah as he swept 
past Warren Pierce , 15-8 , 15-7," to stand 
atop the 64 class "B" entries. 

Sixty-four players also contested for 
the "C" title with Tony Davenport 
out lasting Billy Walsh for the win 15-8 , 
9 -15, and 15-8. 

Consolations were held in all divi­
sions and those winning trophies were: 
open- Fred Miller, seniors - Jerry 
Freeman, masters-John LePore, 
golden masters, Elmer Homam, 
women-Elyse Jacob , Jrs - Robert 
Cohen, "B"-Steve Emma, and "C" 
Tony Hara lam . 

Llnd •a y My e r9 
Na tional Junior Runner-Up 
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NORTHERN REGIONAL 

Joe Wirkus, the 1976 national singles 
champ ion, emerged as the men's open 
champion at the Northern Regional 
tournament held at the Highlander Rac­
quet Club in Brookfield , Wis. 

Wirkus, of Madison, Wis., defeated 
Steve Singer, of Minneapolis, 21-14, 
21 -3, to win the men's open champion ­
ship. Bob Adams, Jr. , also of Min­
neapolis , stopped Bill Harper, of Eau 
Claire , Wis., for third place while Randy 
Beale , of Milwaukee , won the consola­
tion championship . 

Bob Adams , Sr ., dominated a strong 
field of senior players. He defeated 
Scott Wallace, of Madison, 21-7, 21-14, 
to win the senior crown. Bernard Niel­
son, of Marshalltown, Iowa, grabbed 
third place , while Joe Bechard , the 
1976 national masters runner-up , was 
the consolation victor. 

Mike Mackedon, of Milwaukee, who 
was competing in his first regional , 
worked his way into the finals of the 
masters division and defeated Ralph 
Stillman, of Minneapolis, 21-14 , 21 -20, 
for the masters championship. Fred Vet ­
ter, 1975 golden masters champion, 
took third place while Amos Rosen ­
bloom was the consolation winner. 

The youngest member of the Wirkus 
family, Jim Wirkus, of Fond Du Lac, 
Wis., breezed through the junior division 
and beat Steve Peck , of Milwaukee, 
Wis., 21 -8, 21 -5, in the finals. Steve 
Salamone finished third while Mike 
Bakken won the consolation bracket. 

Pat Schmidt , of Milwaukee, won the 
women's open title, defeating Barb Teb ­
bessen, of Minneapolis , 21 -16, 21-12, in 
the finals. Ev Dillen, of Minneapolis, 
finished third while Sue Sechard was 
the conso lation winner. 
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Regionals Continued 

NORTHWEST REGIONAL 

Bob Lund of Milwaukie, Ore ., de­
feated Dave Retter of Spokane, Wash ., 
to win the men's open singles champi­
onship at the Northwest regional tour­
nament. 

In the other brackets Jamie Abbott 
won the women's open singles; Shirley 
Edwards the women's senior singles; 
Bob Petersen the men 's seniors ; Charlie 
Jackson the mast ers; Don Goddard the 
golden masters ; and Jeff Larson the 
juniors . 

On the right, Karin Walton, National 
Women'• Champion and Jeff Lanen, 
National Junior Champ. 
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SOUTHERN REGIONAL 

One-hundred and forty players from 
eight states parti cipated in the Southern 
Regional tournamen t he ld at Auburn 
University in Auburn, Ala ., but only en­
tries from Memphis , Tenn ., walked 
away with individual first place titles . 

David Fleetwood won the men 's 
open defeating No . 1 seed Mike Zeil­
man in the finals , 17-15, 15-10 . Third 
place went to Gary Stephens who de ­
feated John Dunlap . 

Last year's nationa l champ , Sara 
Green , recapt ured the women's open ti­
tle . She easily bree zed through this 
tourn ament, defeating Cile O'Connell of 
Florida , 15-6 , 15-4 in the finals. 

Janet Marshall defeated Holly Rentz 
of Kentucky for third place . Men's senior 
singles winner , Don Clark of Mont ­
gomery, Ala ., defended his title for the 
seco nd year. He defeated Bill Koenig of 
Florida 15-10 and 15-6 in the finals. Ken 
Wilson defeated Mike Mojer for third 
place. 

Men's B singles winner was Rusty 
Gordon who defeated David Hu ckeba 
of Georgia in the finals 15-12, 12-15 , 
15-8. Aubrey Cook defeate d Greg Grif­
fen for third . 

Master 's champion was Bill Tann er 
who de feated Don Mattingly of Louis­
iana 15 -8, 15 -5 in the finals. Number 1 
seed Don Detjen, last year's regional 
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champion , went on to take third, defeat­
ing Ed Law rance. 

Only four players were entered in the 
golden masters division . Ed Lawrance 
emerged as the cha mp ion defeating Ro­
land Grant of Flor ida in the finals. Keith 
Dunlap of Memphis defeated John 
Robinson of Tennessee to win the junior 
division. 

Mike Zeilman and Johnny Hennen 
won the men 's open doubles champ ion· 
sh ips. Th ey defeated David Fleetwood 
and Gary Stephens in the finals. 

One of the most enterta ining matches 
of the tournament was the third place 
match in the men's dou bles where Jo hn 
and Keith Dunlap challenged Amile 
Catanagni and Mark Thomas . The 
match went to three games with 
Catanagni and Thomas winn ing. 

Women 's doubles cham pionship 
went to Hamrick and Hornack of 
Florida while Don Clark and John 
Mathiso n won men's senio r doubles . 
The Master and Golden Master doubles 
was won by Wh ipple and Detjen. 

Men 's open consolation winn er was 
Mike Fleming who defeated Mike Drews 
of Auburn . Patsy Ingle was the women 's 
conso lation winner , Larry Busbea the 
men's B conso lations , Bob Webster the 
senior consolation and Gordon Ira the 
ma ster sing les . 
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SOUTHWEST REGIONAL 

The University of Texas -Arlington 
and Cullum-Bo ren, a so uthwest sport­
ing goods division of the Zale Corpora ­
tion, sponsored the Southwest Regional 
tournament that attracted some 300 
participants . The tournament was held 
at the new 12 court recreational facility 
on the UT-Arlington campus . 

Eric Campbell of Dallas captured the 
man's open title. He utilized a devasting 
serve to maximum advantage and com ­
bined that with outstanding court ad ­
vantage to defeat long -time Southwest 
king pin Pete Wright, 15-6 , 17 -15 . 

Susy Dugan, who has been play ing 
racquetball less than a year , defeated 
Janice Segal in the women's open 
finals, 15-7, 11-15 , 15-13. 

Mark Malowitz won the juniors title, 
beating Andy Hodges in the finals. 

Jerry Litton moved into the senior di­
vision for the first time and beat peren ­
nial contender Luther Bernste in for the 
champio nship, 15 -13, 17-16 . 

Richard Walke r swept past his dou ­
bles partner , Bill Sellars , to win the mas ­
ters title, 15-4, 15-4. In the golden 
masters de fendi ng cha mp ion de feated 
Bruce Alger for the title. 

Youth prevailed in the doubles divi­
sions . Andy Hodges and Kevin Cham ­
bliss shocked the top-seeded team of 
Tom McKie and Eric Campbell in the 
semifinals but lost to the defending na ­
tional champions Mark Malow itz and 
Jeff Kwartler in the finals. 

The B doubles championship went to 
Oliver and Richards while the women 's 
doubles title was captured by Buckley 
and Reeves . 

In the women's seniors McPherson 
stoppe d Greenberg , 15-9, 15 -7 in the 
finals, while Moughon beat Levy , 15-5 , 
15-7 in the women 's B division . In the B 
singles for men Yamamoto defeated 
Noel, 15-7, 17-14 , while Vice stopped 
Merritt in the C division , 15-9 , 15 -9. 
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WESTERN REGIONAL 

Larry Meyers won the men 's open 
championshi p and Karin Walton the 
women 's open title in the Western 
Regionals held at Reno , Nev. 

Champions of the other divisions 
were : Debbie Hoffman , women's B; 
Floyd Svenson , masters ; Cal Murphy, 

golden masters ; Ron Sta rkman, seniors; 
Beaver Wickham , juniors; Terry Fowley, 
men 's B; Steve Dunn and Ron Stark­
man , men 's doubles open ; and Oscar 
Johnson and Sp ider Thomas , men's 
doubles B. 

A PICTURE'S WORTH 
1,000WORDS 

Here 's the picture 

Write us for the words 
about offering elegance at your 

new or existing facility 

WHI RL-SPA INC SV 
WHIRLPOOL BATHS 

5320 NW 10th Terrace. Ft. Lauderdale. Fla. 33309 / (305) 491-0600 
··Dealer Inq u iries 1nvi1ea 
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Tourna01ents 
ARIZONA 

1977 ARIZONA 
SINGLES RACQUETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Steve Chase measured up to his 
number one seed as he captured the 
men's open title in the 1977 Arizona 
singles racquetball championships. Th e 
tournament was held at the Phoenix 
Athletic Club , Phoen ix, Ariz. 

The men 's open came down to a due l 
between number one seed Steve Chase 
and number two seeded Bill Hilde ­
brand . Chase defeated Paul Darnell 
2 1-7, 21 -7 in the semi -finals. In the 
other semi-final , Hildebrand was forced 
into a tie breaking game by uns eeded 
Don Thomas but won 21 -19, 13-21, 
and 11-4 . 

It was a classic battle as the state's 
two top players squared off against 
each other in the finals. Th e match was 
forced into a tie-breaking game as 
Chase took the first gam e 21-14 , and 
Hildebrand won the second, 9-21. , 
Chase then won the final game, 11 -6. 

The women's open was a double 
elimina tion style tourney . Sally Murphy 
proved her superior ability and rugged 
play by winning the championship 
without a loss. Murphy defeated 
number two seed Moira Roark in the 
finals , 21 -15 , 17 -21 , 11 -2. 

In the double elimination juniors (18 & 
under) division, Jack Nolan had to fight 
his way back in the loser's bracket. After 
losing to Marc Co lbert in the third 
round, Nolan fough t his way into the 
finals where he defeated Colbert , 21-19 
and 21 -7. 

Mike Aubrey pulled off an upset as he 
surpris ed top seeded Ron Haisting, 
21 -13, 21-19 , in the finals of the seniors 
division. Don Griffin took third place . 

Hal Price and Manuel Statini met 
twic e in the double elimination masters 
division . Price pro ved the better and de ­
feated Slatini, 21-12, 21-8 in the finals . 

The men 's B division fielded 64 en­
tries. Through the ensuing miracle of 
matches J erry Johnson defeated Dick 
Mackey, 21-16, 19-21 , 11-1. 

Twenty-two entries graced the wom ­
en's B division. Sue Johnson defeated 
Cynthia McNulty with a pair of 21-15's . 
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CONNECTICUT 

SOUTHPAW WINS 
CONNECTICUT OPEN 

Th e fourth annu al Connecticut Open 
attracted 156 player s from all the New 
England states includ ing New York , 
New Jersey, Delaware and Virginia. 
Tournament divisions included an 
open , a B singles and a seniors division. 

Top -seeded Leo Marsocci of Roches­
ter, N.Y. successfully defended his open 
singles title. Runnerup Mike Romano 
provided a tough battle but Marsocci 
proved the champion once again . 

In the B singles John Luciw finished 
the tournament without losing a game. 
In the finals Luciw defeated Larr y 
Rubenstein , 15-11, 15-11. T he C 
singles, which attracted 38 players, saw 
Don Pike of Willimanti c, Conn. defeat 
Jack Dollinger , 15 -1, 15 -12. 

In the seniors division Pat Colombo 
defeated Herman Nei umeir , 15-11 , 
9-15, 15-13. 

In the open do ubles Leo Marsocci 
and Tom Kutas captured the champion­
ship desp ite a valiant effort by fina ls op­
ponents Colombo and Lieberman. 

DELAWARE 

THE 1977 DELAWARE STATE 
RACQUETBALL TOURNEY 

The 1977 Delaware state racquetball 
tourney attracted 31 men and eight 
women to the University of Delaware, 
March 19-20 . Top -seeded Jack Chelucci 
was the favorite , but no one was 
prepar ed for the rifled kills and lightning 
reflexes of Don Little. 

The Little-Chelucci semi -final match 
had the gallery packed . Little belted a 
15 -13 and 15-11 win over Che lucci. 
Th e other semi pitted John Che lucci 
against a very hot Willie Wang . Consis­
tent kills and retrieves gave Wang the 
match , 15-11 , 15 -0 . While the finals 
showdown between Wang and Little 
promis ed to be a close battle, it was not . 
In the end Little came out on top, 
15 -6 and 15 -8 , to win the state champi ­
onship . 

In the women 's open , Gail Schneck 
put on a final flurry in the last game to 
defeat Diane Foster , 15 -11, and win the 
state championship. 

National Champion , Jerry Zuckerman 
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FLORIDA 

THE NAPLES WINTER 
RACQUETBALL TOURNAME NT 

Despite sub-40 degree temperatures 
and bone-chilling winds , 1 79 part ici­
pants competed in 14 divisions of the 
Winter Racquetball Tournament held in 
Naples, Fla., Feb . 15-20 . 

Virginian Bill King, a nationally ­
ranked indoor player , won the men 's 
open singles championship, defeating 
Steve Farkas in the finals, 15 -1, 15 -10. 

In the Class B singles , Terry Bute ra 
defeated Richard Bell, 15 -12 , 11-15 
and 11-10. Lee Throckmorton won the 
Class C singles crown by winning ove r 
Bob Malmquist, 15-12, 11 -15 and 11-8 
in the finale . 

King also won the senior singles for 
players over 35 years of age . He beat 
the top -seeded Bob Muntz, 15 -8, 15-1, 
for the crown . 

In the wom en's open singles Marlene 
Martell defeated Debb ie Lawrenc e, 
15-13, 15-14. Stephanie Mun z was the 
women's novice singles champion , sco r­
ing a 15 -1, 15-2 deci sion over Gerri 
McGee in the fina l mat ch. 

In the do ubles competition. the men 's 
open category was won by Steve an d 
Atilla Farkas team which defeat ed the 
team of Jim Foley and Jim McGee, 
15-9, 12-15 and 11-8 . 

Debbie Lawrence and Conni e Munz 
won the women' s open doub les while 
Mike Constantine and Larry Cutler 
won the men 's B doub les and Griff 
Jones and Marience Marte ll the men's 
C doubles . 
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ILLINOIS 

32 TEAMS FIELDED 
IN ILLINOIS STATE 
DOUBLES TOURNAMENT 

The Illinois Racquetball Association 's 
annual state doubles tournament was 
held at the Buehl er YMCA in Palatine , 
Feb. 4-7 . 

Thirty two teams fielded this year's 
very successful tourney . 

The four day action saw the team of 
Pau l Nigro and Bob Deuster from the 
Northwest Suburban YMCA work their 
way to the top in the Men 's Open Divi­
sion. Nigro and Deust er, the number 
three seed, were not seriously chal­
lenged until the semi-final round. Over ­
coming this challenge, they advanced to 
the finals where they met the team of 
Clyde Senters and Steve Sulli. 

In the first game of the championship 
matc h, Senters and Sulli, kept Nigro and 
Deuster off balan ce and won 14-21. 
Game two saw Nigro and Deuster do 
some shooting of their own to knot it at 
one apiece, 21 -14. The tie breaker was 
eve n for about five points, and then 

Lef t to rig ht: 

r--.. • :.:i 

Deuster began putting away shots off 
the back wall. Sulli, tiring visibly, was 
unable to dig them out in a gutty effort, 
and Nigro and Deuster took the crown, 
11-6. 

The women 's open doubles has a 15 
tea m draw and there were few surprises 
as Bev Franks and Lois Dowd , the num ­
ber one seed , bested second seed ­
ed Carol Armstrong and Georgia 
Maskalunas in the finals, 21-12 , 21 -17. 

The men 's senior doubles was suc ­
cessfully defended by Bob Troyer and 
Ed Lammersfeld. This lefty-righty com ­
bination played super racquetball , win­
ning eve ry match in two games, some ­
times devastatingly . Sam Carl and 
Danny Little were the victims, 21-14 
and 21 -8, in the final match. 

Perennial finalist Sam Rizzio and Jim 
DiVito won the masters doubles divi ­
sion, defeating Phil Dzuik and Frank 
Hinds in the finals, 21 -12, 21-10 . 

f • 

--
' I 

Ala n S h etze r, aecre ta ry •treaa ur er, IUlnol • Ra c q ue tb all Aaa o clatl on , Ste v e S ullJ a nd 
Clyd e Senter■, aec ond pl ace op e n double■ ; Bob Du eate r a nd P a ul Nigr o - w inn er op e n 
double■ (o n knee■); Art Mlc bae ly , to urn a m e nt d ir ec tor ; To m S tr ee t, prea ld en t llllnol • 

Rac q ue tb a U Aaa o clatlo n . 
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Toarna01ents 
KANSAS 

WICHITA HOSTS KANSAS 
STATE RACQUETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

One-hundred and twenty participants 
in eight categories took part in the Kan­
sas State racquetball championships, 
March 25-27. The tournament was 
hosted by the East, Central and West 
YMCA branches in Wichita . 

The men's open pitted number one 
seed Dean Gorman (Lawrence) against 
number two seed Gary Steele (Wichita). 
Dean Gorman won , 20-21, 21 -12, 
15-13 . 

The women's open went to Jan 
Wilson (Hutchinson) after she defeated 
Dixie Wilson, 18-21, 21-17, 15-12. 

The men's B class was won by Robert 
Fuller, 21-19 , 21-4, with Gary Steele 
placing second . 

Dean Gorman, winner of Kan••• State'• 
men'• open champlon•hlp. 
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The women's B division showed P.J. 
Herman finishing first. She defeated 
Nickie Kerbs 21-10, 7-21, 15-11, for the 
championship . 

Dave Bowersock captured the men's 
seniors title by defeating David Dalke, 
21-13 , 21-15. 

The men 's masters division was won 
by J .D. Frederick as he defeated 
Wallace Gill, 20-21, 21-12, 15-12 for the 
championship . 

Bruce Wilgers bettered Tom Thomas, 
16-21 , 21 -16, 15-8, to win the men's 
novice class . 

The women 's novice division was 
captured by Terry Dickerson in a tough 
final match over Eileen Vale , 21-1 , 21-9. 

Women'• open champion, Jan Wll■on. 

Continued 

KENTUCKY 

KENTUCKY SINGLES 
HELD IN LOUSVILLE 

Over 160 players competed in seven 
divisions in the Kentucky singles cham­
p ionships held at the Lousville Tennis 
Club on March 18 -20. Men 's and wom­
en's C-novice divisions were held for the 
first time with a turnout of 16 in the 
women's group and 42 in the men 's. 

The open singles champ ionship was 
won by Eric Gilbert. After years of frus­
tration and cruel endings, Gilbert made 
his way to the finals . There he met and 
conquered Bob Dabn ey, 21 -15, 10-21, 
11-9 . 

Holly Rentz won the women 's crown 
for the second straight year, as she top­
pled Kay Evans in th e final (again for 
the second straight year) in easily the 
most exciting match of the tournam ent, 
21-21 , 20-21 , 11-9. 

Top-seeded Len Wilson rolled 
through the seniors division without too 
much trouble. He met Russ ell Travis in 
the finals and succeeded in gaining the 
title, 21-5 , 9-21 , 11 -1. 

Dean Sorg won the B tournament. 
He defeated Tex Boggs , 21 -18, 21-18 in 
the finals . 

In the masters, Don Detjen defea ted 
Ike Gurner , 21-10, 21-16 . 
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Largest (LEGAL SIZE) 

I,ightest( 235 

Less 
GRAMS) 

LARGEST. Ajay introduces the new SPOILER with the 
largest hitting area allowable by racquetball regulations, yet 
is lighter than most conventional racquets. The SPOILER 
is made of specially formulated heat treated alum inum 
extrusion and we ighs only 265 grams . 

LIGHTEST. The Ajay VENDETTA weighs only 235 grams, 
but still retains the playing and durability characteristics. 
Scientifically constructed of heat treated aluminum 
with a specially designed nylon throat piece , perforated 
cowhide grip , and tournament nylon strings. 

LESS. Ajay's comp lete l ine of seven distinct models 
are competitively priced and offer exceptional values at 
suggested retail prices, from $10 to $35 . 

In addition to this powerful line of racquets, Ajay also 
offers a complete line of racquetball accessories , Seamco 
balls , the #558, :#559, and the new I.R.A. approved #444 . 

Thinking Racquetball? Think Ajay. Call yo~r Ajay representative 
or call Ajay Sports, Delavan, Wisconsin toll free: 800-558-3276. 
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Tourna01ents Continued 

MAINE 

170 COMPETE IN 
MAINE OPEN TOURNEY 

Some 170 players braved a 12-inch 
snowfall to participate in the Maine 
Open Racquet Tournament at the 
Down East Court Club in Falmouth , 
Maine, March 18-20 . 

In the A division , there were no major 
surprises until the semi-finals . Number 1 
seeded Mike Luciw of New Britain , 
Conn ., favored to repeat for the third 
straight year in the Maine Op en, won his 
semi -finals match over John Kruger of 
Burlingon , Vt., 15-7, 15 -7. The other 
semi-finals match in the A division Todd 
Gibbo, a 15-year-old from Burlington , 
Vt., defeated second seeded Danny 
Giordano of Bedford , Mass., 15-4 , 10-
15 , 15-13. In the A finals, however , 
Gibbo's dream of finishing with the prize 
was crushed by favored Mike Luciw , 
15-3 , 15 -3. 

In the women's open division , num • 
ber 1 seeded Francine Davis of Brook­
lyn , N.Y., and numb er 2 seeded Jac kie 
Adler of Waterbury, advanced to the 
finals where Davis swept to 15-4 and 
15-1 victories. 

In the seniors division, the se mi-finals 
saw Pat Columbo of Scarsdale, NY., 
barely def eat Maj . Pete Crummey of 
Fort Devens , Mass., 15-13, 16-14. In the 
other semi -finals mat ch, Leo Fonseca of 
Brockton , Mass ., defeated Tom Waltz of 
Newton , Conn ., 15-6, 15 -5 . In the finals 
Columbo defea ted Fon seca 15-12, 
15 -1 1. 

In the open B division Dave Secino of 
Orono , Maine, defeated Yogi Adler of 
Waterbury, Connecticut, 3-15, 16-14, 
15-3 , in the semifinals. In the other se mi­
finals mat ch, Way en Clark of Portland, 
Main e . defeated Dennis Wee ks of Cas­
tine , Maine , 15-7, 10-15, 15-11. In the 
finals, Secino defea ted Clark 15-4, 
15 -11. 

In the semi -finals of the Open C Divi­
sion , Steve Trenholm of Orono, Maine, 
de feat ed Paul Basile of Springfield, 
Mass., 15 -9, 3-15, 15-4 , while Frank 
Meltzer of Stamford , Conn ., defeated 
Randy Olson of Orono, Maine, 15-11, 
15-10. In the finals, Me ltzer defea ted 
Trenholm, 10-15, 15-1, 15-9. 

In the women's novice division semi ­
finals, Bonny Stoll of Stamford, Conn., 
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defeated Kelly Purcell of South Port ­
land, Maine , 15-1 , 15 -4 , while Caro l 
Malikow of Syracuse, N.Y., defeated 
Marion Sanders of Yarmouth, Maine , 
15-7, 15-11. In the finals, Stoll defeated 
Malikow 15-3 , 15-3 . 

In the men 's novice division semi­
finals, Chuck Stair of Old Town , Maine , 
defeated Bruce Corb of Casco , Maine , 
15-3, 15-3, while John Vase! of Melrose , 
Mass. , outlasted Bill Mottola of Castine, 
Maine , 12-15 , 15-5 , 15 -13. In the finals 
Vase! beat Stair , 10 -15, 19 -17, 15 -5. 

In the mast ers division , Leo Wood ­
co me , of Leominster , Mass., finished 
first; Mike Friedman of North Bridgton , 
Maine, was second; and John LePore of 
Melrose , Mass., third . 

In the finals of the Pee -Wee singles, 
Jon Allen of Portland , Maine , beat Paul 
Giguere of Waterville , Maine , in the 
finals, 15-10, 15 -11. 

In doubles action , Ed Castillo and 
Tom Waltz def ea ted Steve Dubord and 
Mike Luciw 15 -8, 15-7. 

JUNIORS TOURNAMENT HELD 
AT WATERVILLE YMCA 

The Maine State YMCA sponsored 
the seco nd annual juniors tournam ent 
at the Waterv ille YMCA. Twenty -one 
juniors competed in fo ur different 
divisions . 

In the 14 -18 division , Stev e Veilleux 
successfully defended his title against 
Stephen Larrab ee , 15-12 , 15-13 . 

The 13 -under division was won by 
Scott Farr as he bested Tom Poulin to 
win 15-11 , 4 -15, 15-9 . 

Eugene Fitzpatri ck won the novice 
division as he defeat ed Marc Giguere 
15-13, 15-9 . 

Th e 14 -und er co nso lation went to 
Paul Giguer e, the 13-under to Jay 
Saulter and th e novice to Marc 
Rancourt . 

In the junior doubles tournament 
Steve Vielleux team ed up with Tom 
Poulin to def eat Steve Larrabee and 
Scott Farr 15-13 , 15 -12 . 

Doubl- ftnallata (L•R) Steve Dubord, and Mike Luclw (second place) and Ed Ca ot lllo 
and Tom Waltz (ftnt place) at the Maine Open Racquet Tournament. 
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MARYLAND 

BAYNARD CAPTURES 
MARYLAND'S EASTERN 
SHORE OPEN 

For the second straigh t year , Alan 
"Barney " Baynard of Trappe , Md ., won 
the Eastern Sh ore men's singles cham­
pionship, defeating second-seeded 
Theo Loug hre y, 17 -21 ,21-12, 21-4 . 

Though the first game went to Loug h­
rey, who pumped seve ral soft kills into 
the right front corner , Baynard put him 
away quickly in the seco nd game with 
crisp, forehand passes. 

The rubber game was Baynard's from 
the outse t. Serving with power to the 
backhand corner he volleyed several 
winners to the corners out of Lough ­
rey's reach. Baynard finished a tired 
Loughrey off with a perfect forehand to 
the left p inch . 

Lindsay Myers (L) battles Jeff Larsen in 
the National Junior final. 

_,._-- · __,., 

MISSISSIPPI 

FACULTY PROVES SUPERIOR 
IN S. MISS. TOURNAMENT 

Th e Univ ersity of Southern Missis­
sippi conducted its fourth annual open 
racquetball tournament, March 9 -11. 

Th e to urnament was a two -phase af­
fair with 30 players entered . The first 
phase was a ladd er tourney used to 
determine the top eight players. These­
cond part of the tournament co ns isted 
of faculty membe rs rather th an stu dents. 

Mike Giles , swimming coac h at USM, 
won the sing les title defeating Dr. Frank 
O 'Hare , who prov ed to be the surpri se 
of the tournament. O 'Hare , a form er 
professio na l soccer player from Scot ­
land , ente red the tournament in position 
number 28 an d made the finals . 

Giles won the first game, 21 -14, lost 
the seco nd , 21-8, but hung on to win the 
third , 21 -17 . 

/4---~::-:---~~--..:.. .. ~.~~ 
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NEW YORK 

FIFTH ANNUAL 
NEW YORK STATE OPEN 

Charlie Garfinkel of Buffalo won 
his second men 's open title in the fifth 
annual New York State Open Racquet­
ball Championships host ed by the 
Niagara Falls Family YMCA , Feb. 
24 -27 . 

Garfink e l, who defeated Paul Smal­
done in the semifinals , 13-15, 15 -7 and 
15-7 , stop ped Leo Marsocci in the finals, 
15-6 and 15-9. Garfinkel neutralized 
Marsocci 's power in the finals with lob 
se rves to the backhand and po sitioned 
himself a little deeper in the court for 
Marscocci 's serv ice return . 

In the B division, Mark McCa rthy 
from Roche ste r defeated Bill Boast from 
Scarborough , Ont. 15 -6, 15-12 . In th e 
se mis Boast defeated Larry Rubenstein 
from Rochest e r, 13-15 , 15-13, and 15 -6 
and McCarthy bested local favorite , J eff 
Trunzo 15-9, 11 -15, 15-7 . 

RACQUETBALL CLOCK 

AVAILABLE 
I N : 

YELLOW 
GREEN 
RED 
BLACK 
ORANGE 

* ideal gift 
* unique trophy 
* for office, 

home , racquet 
club 

* for the player 
who has every­
thing 

Quality name-brand 
racquet with guaran­
teed battery-ope rated 
clock. 
ONLY $2 4.50 
Order yours today ! 
All orders prepaid. 
Add $2 for handlin g. 
Colorado resident s 
add 3% sales tax. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
RACKETS 

P.O. Box 739 
Loveland, CO 80537 
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A quiet, sound 
controlled court. 

Designed 
for fast 

Installation. 
Engineered 
for lasting 
durability. 

Precision Courts offer a court system to fit your 
needs and your budget. A court that pays its way 
sooner, because it installs faster. A court built 
to take the pounding of long hours of hard play, 
everyday , with a minimum of ma intenance. 

All Precision Courts feature pre-fabricated and 
pre -finished " Cincinnati sectional " floors ... the 
same nationally famous floors found in premier 
coliseums throughout the count ry. For the walls, 
Formica brand panels are used exclusively . 
Formica 9 panels are dimensionally stable, and 
highly moisture, warp, scratch and dent resistant. 
Quickly installed , they are flush fit for a seam­
less-like surface. 

Through our in-house control, all materials 
and components are manufactured to exacting 
specifications, assembled and inspected prior 
to shipment. Prec ision Courts has a network of 
experienced Distributors whose factory-trained 
crews perform the actual installation . Result. 
You are assured a complete qual ity court system 
that is designed right, built right, installed right. 

In addit ion, we can offer valuabl e exper ien ce 
in a complete range of services , as . .. consult­
ants, engineers , designers, manufacturer and 
contractor. For complete technical data , service, 
construction and installation details, write , or 
give us a call. 

The ultimate in complete court systems . . . Racquetball • Handball • Squash • Platform Tennis 

~~-~- m • INC . ,t. Robbin s Floor ing Division Robb,ni -~ 3626 Roundbottom Road I Cincinnati, Ohio 45244 I (513) 561-5805 
f}raclj.lon 
Coe.rt.) 



Join The I RA Now 
Special Introductory Offer 
1. FREE with each new membership-a can of the 

IRA's "official" racquetball , the SEAMCO 444! 

2. Offer ends Sept. 30 , 1977. 

During this special introductory offer and for a 
limited time only , the IRA will provide each new 
member joining before Sept. 30, 1977 a free can (2 
balls) of the IRA 's " official " ball , the SEAMCO 444 . 

International Racquetball Associat ion 
Suite 728 
2670 Union Ave. Ext. 
Memphis , TN 38112 

RACQUETBALL MAY-JUNE 1977 

Single 
$10 .00 

D for 2 years . 
$6.00 

D for 1 yea r. 

Family 
$15 .00 

D for 2 years. 
$9 .00 

D for 1 year . 

Year's subscription to RACQUETBALL magazine 
is inc luded with each membership. Family mem ­
berships include an unlimited number of mem• 
bers under one household address, with each 
family member receiving a membership card . 

Name 

Street 

City 

State ____ ________ _ 

Zip __________ __ _ _ 

Phone 

Special Membership Blank 

Name 

Street 

City 
State _________ _ __ _ 

Zip _________ _ __ _ 

Phone 

Special Membership Blank 

Name 

Street 

City 

State _______ _____ _ 

Zip ______ _____ _ _ 

Phone 

Special Membership Blank 
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Tourna01ents Cont in ue d 

NORTH CAROLINA 

NOR TH CAROLINA OPEN 
RACQ UET BA LL TOURNAMENT 

Eighty competitors from an eight · 
state area that included most of the top 
players on the East Coast , compet ed in 
the third annual North Carolina open 
racquetball tournament hosted by the 
Y.M.C .A. of Burlington , Feb. 4-6 . 

Norm Chambers , from Raleigh N.C ., 
captured the op en crown as he was 
never really pushed in his undef ea ted 
trip to th e finals. The championsh ip 
match was really a contest of contrasting 
styles with Chamb er's cool finesse game 
and Paul Saperstein's awesome power 
shots . By taking Saper stein 's game 
away with perfectly exe cuted pinch 
shots and pas~ing shots , Chamber s 
proved the victor , 15• 10, 15· 12. 

The seniors division was equally ex • 
citing . Number on e seed Bill King prac ­
tically walked into the finals with easy 
wins in the preliminary matches . He met 
Glenn Allen of Virginia Beach in the 
finals and won with ease, 15·2, 15• 12. 

In the masters division John Webs ter 
of Surfside Beach cap tured the cham · 
pionship . He faced defending champion 
Bradley Faircloth of Greensboro in the 
fina ls. The match went three games with 
Fa ircloth taking the first 15·3 an d then 
Webster rallying to win the final two , 
15·10, 15•5. 

OHIO 

COLUMBUS OHIO 
CITY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The seventh annual Co lumbus , Oh io, 
city racquetball tournamen t was held at 
the Columbus Cent ra l YMCA March 17 
and drew 45 players for the men's open 
and masters sing les champion ships. Ten 
women entered the first women's sin · 
gles champ ionsh ips . 

The men's open championship 
changed hands this year as last year 's 
victor , Don Sh iefer, was def eated in the 
semi•final match by Ron Fox . The finals 
drew to three close gam es as Fox 
emerged victorio us over Dr. J ohn 
Norton . 

Col. Tom Soverick entered the finals 
of the masters championship by defeat · 
ing the 1972 champ ion J ohn Ted lie. 
Soberick then upset current thr ee·time 
maste rs champion Art Payne in three 
games to earn this year 's title. 

Dana Cornblath defeated Sandra 
Drabik to win the first women 's op en 
singles champ ionsh ip . 

OKLAHOMA 

OKLAHOMA YMCA 
STATE TOURNAME NT 

Th e Oklahom a St ate YMCA held its 
annual rac quet ba ll tournam ent March 
25•27 at the Th ornton Fami ly YMCA in 
Tulsa . Residen ts of Ardmore, Enid, 
Oklahoma City, Sh awnee an d Tulsa 
part icipa te d in Men 's A, B, C and D · 
Seniors an d Masters Singles and 
Women 's B and D Sin gles with trophies 
going to the first three places and con­
solation winn ers in eac h division . 

The resul ts: 
MEN 'S A 
J ohn Scott def. Roy Rud ichuk (15-1, 
15•8) 
MEN 'S MAST ERS 
Ray Crowl ey def. A. W. Wright (10-15, 
15-11, 15·3) 
MEN 'S C 
Tom Montgom ery def. S id Shupa ck 
(14·16, 15·13. 15·13) 
MEN'S D 
Ge ne Pelzzoni def. Phil Harris (15•10, 
11· 15, 15·9) 
CONSOLA Tl ON -MEN 
A • John John so n, Tu lsa 
MASTERS - John Rut herford, Tulsa 
D • John Lass iter , Tul sa 
C • Bob Cline , Ardm ore 
WOMEN 'SB 
DeAnne Short (champ ion ) 
WOMEN 'SD 
Lanita Parker def. Elaine Ch affin (15-8, 
15·6) 
CONSOLATION D 
Sall ie Walker , Ardmor e 

The Panel-Master Racquetball Court 
• Wall Panels and Maple Flooring are Chemica lly Bonded 

10 Maso nry Receiving Surfaces in a Full Bed o f Rub b er 
• Pe rfec t Bo unce - Walls and Floors 
• Seam less Appearance - Sanded and Fin is h ed On .rhe-Job 
• Abso lutely Solid Surfaces 

• Performance Guaran teed - Outstandi ng Durability 
• Comple re wirh Ceiling Pane ls and Polyguard Mapl e Floo r 
• Compe rent Fu ll.service Engineering Consultation 
• Lowest Life.cycle Cost 
• Se lec red by the Largest Buyers in America 

._ AMERICAN SPORTSURFACING CO. , INC. 
- - STRAF FORD OFFICE BUILDIN G #2 • WAYNE, PENNSYLVANIA 19087 • (215) 687-0356 

"W ou /dn 't y ou rath er call on a prof es sional engin ee ring group to build you r co ur ts ?" 
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PENNSYLVANIA 

PENNSYLVANIA STATE 
RACQUETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 1977 

Over 230 players entered seven divi­
sions in the fifth Pennsylvania State 
championsh ips held at Penn State Uni­
versity's new 12-court facility located in 
the Intramural Building. 

Upsets were the order of the day as 
Ron Galbreath came out of the pack to 
beat top -seeded and four -time defend ­
ing state champion, Cra ig Guinter, in 
the finals of the open singles division, 
8-15, 15-6, 15-13 . In B singles Penn 
State University domin ate d the field as 
Gary Gray defeated Dave MacAttee, 
15-11, 15-13 . Women 's singles crowned 
a new cham pion as Lucy Zarfos (York) 
defeated Jean ne Farrell (Pittsburgh), 
15-10, 13-15, 15-12 . 

In juniors, third seeded Chris 
Matheson (Scranton) defea ted top­
seeded Mitch Buckle r (Pittsbur gh) in the 
finals. 

The open doubl es title came back to 
Penn State University as the unseede d 
team of Je re Willey and Denny Onkotz 
won the crown over Ji m Jones and 
Larry Myers (Pittsburg h), 15-10, 12-15, 
15-11. 

Women's do ubles found the Nittany 
Lion Op en winners of Nusewicz and 
Pettinato de feating the de fending state 
champio n duo of Turiak and Farrell , 
15-13, 15-12, in the fina ls. 

Senior singles foun d Ge ne Grapes 
playing superb ly in winning over 
defending champion Guy Natale (New 
Castle), 15-7 , 15-10. 
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JIMMY JONES WINS INITIAL 
PITTSBURGH OPEN TITLE 

More than 150 entries participated in 
the first Greater Pittsburgh racquetball 
tournam ent , Feb . 4-12. The tournament 
was sponsored by the Western Penn ­
sylvania racquetball association as a 
culmination event to a very successful 
league season. 

Jimmy Jones won the open singles 
championship . Fifty persons were 
entered in the event. 

Sixty -eight entries competed in the B 
sing les . Dave O'Brian and Bob Mage l 
competed in the finals, with Magel 
emerging as the victor in three games, 
7-15, 15-8 , 15-3 . 

The open doubles event had 36 
teams . The team of J immy Jones - Al 
Shatner was the class o f the event. 
Through five rounds this "dynamic 
duo " neve r lost a game . The finals pitted 
Jones -Shatner against Buckle r-Scara no. 
Both skill and stamina played a large 
part in the final victory by the Jones ­
Shatner team . 

Jim Cullen 
National B Champion ,, -· ---

.. ... . : . 

TEXAS 

SIXTY EIGHT TROPHIES 
AWARDED IN THE SPRING 
FIESTA TOURNEY 

The second -annual Spring Fiesta IRA 
racquetball tournament held March 
11-13, awa rded 68 trophies in the 
McAllen, Texas, Sports Plaza. 

Mark Auerba ch and Mike Carr met in 
the finals at the men' s open with 
Aue rbac h com ing out on top 15-10, 
11-15 and 15-10 . Entrants frnm 
Houston took ho me all bu t two of the 
men's open trophies . 

Houston players also dominated the 
top three places in the open double s 
competition. Carr and Auerbach team­
ed up to come out on top of Kwartler 
and Meyer 15-8, 13-15, and 15-8. 

Sandy Barke r from Edinbu rg won the 
wo men's open singles. Placing second 
was Janice Segall of Austin . The scores 
were 15-11, 15-10. 

In the women's open doubles Barker 
and Sega ll came in 1st with Spann and 
Bludau getting second with scores of 
6-15 , 15 -8, and 15-4. 

Kaihlanen wa s the victor in the B 
singles championship match with scores 
of 15-13, 9-15 and 15-6 over K. Kachtik . 

Two San Antonio teams battled it out 
for 1st place in the B doubles with Paul 
McFarland and Jack Hood topping 
Stone and Darrel Little, 15-7 and 18-16 . 

Jerry Lindley and Gary Taylor placed 
first in the C doubles. They were given 
three close games of 15-12 , 11-15, and 
15-11 by second place finishe rs Mark 
Dunham and Bill Fautreau . 

The men 's novice singles was won by 
Jon Rowell with scores of 15-4, 6 -15 , 
and 15-11 over Gautr ea u. 

Carol Reeves of College Station won 
the ,women 's novice singles over Wilson 
15-8 and 16 -14. 

First place in the women 's novice 
doubles went to the team of Awtry and 
Sue Kachtik . Pulling in a second place 
finish afte r a match of 15 -13, 14-16, and 
15-11 were Zapata and Johnson . 
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Toarna01ents 
TENNESSEE 

200 ENTERED IN TENNESSEE 
STATE TOURNAMENT 

Some 200 entries competed in the 
Tennessee State IRA tournament held 
at the new and plush Don Kessinger 
Court Club facility in Memphis. 

In the men 's open second-seed John 
Hennen defeated top seed Randy Staf­
ford , 15-3 , 15-12 . Stafford had ad­
vanced to the finals by defeating David 
Fleetwood 15-5, 15-11. 

Pete Tashie was the consolation win­
ner as he also took the juniors (13-
18 yrs.) title over Keith Dunlap 15-13, 
15-8 . Stuart Smith beat Billy Gamble , 
15 -9, 15-13, for third place in the junior 
division . Consolation went to John 
Robinson. 

In the women's open , top -seeded 
Carolyn Kessinger won her first state 
championship title over Debbie Vinson, 
15 -7, 15-4 . With Sarah Green out -of 
state, Carolyn had little competition with 
no opponent scoring over eight point s 
in any match . Ellen Adkins of Signal, Mt. 
Tenn ., finished third over Gail Fer-

VIRGINIA 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
RACQUETBALL CLASSIC 
HELD IN NORFOLK 

The second annual George Washing ­
ton racquetball classic hosted by the 
Norfolk Jewish Community Center was 
held Feb . 19-21. More than 80 of the 
top racquetball players on the East 
Coast flocked to historic Norfolk , Va ., 
for this tournament. 

This year's open title went tp number 
one see d and 1977 Virginia state sing les 
champion Torn Kutas from Roanok e, 
Va. Kutas defeated numb er three seed 
Jack Chelucci from New J ersey , 15 -12, 
15 -8 in a close match . 

In men 's seniors play un seede d Son ­
ny Harmon from Burlington , N.C., upset 
numb er two seed Charles Sullivan from 
College Park, Md., 13-15, 16-14, 15-13 
to claim the seniors title. 

The women's open finals featur ed 
two hard hitters from the Washington 
D.C. area, Brenda Loube and Carol 
Clements, with Brenda winning 15 -2 
54 

guson, 15-12, 15-2. Consolation went to 
Janet Marshall . 

In the men 's B third -seeded Greg 
Griffin upset top-seeded Mendy Katz ­
man, 6-15, 15 -3, 15-14. Greg had de ­
feated Mark Russel in the semifinals , 
17-15, 15 -13, and Mendy had ad ­
vanced to the finals by defeating Rusty 
Gordon, 15 -5, 15-7 . Gordon beat Rus ­
sel for third place 7-15, 15-11, 15-12 . 
Cons olation winner in men 's B was Dr. 
Abdelrahman over Jim Short . In the 
men's masters top -seeded Bill Tanner 
did it again, breezing through to the 
finals over a new comer, Ed Lowranc e 
15 -3, 15 -10. Don Miller finished third 
over Leonard Weiner , 17-15, 13-15 , 
15-8 . Consolation went to Minon Tait. 

In the seniors , top -seeded Ron Leon 
was upset by second seeded Leonard 
Hines 15-10 , 12-15, 15-9. Ron had ad ­
vanced to finals by defeating Richard 
Batey 15-7, 15 -3. Consolation went to 
George Tashie. In the men's C with a 

and 15-5. 

Senior'• champion Sonny Harmon 

Continued 

draw of 60 , Larry Shelley defeated Mike 
McC loskey , 15 -7, 15-8 . Third place 
went to James Ewoldt ov er Gerald 
Barlow 15 -7 , 15 -8. John Lewis won 
the consolation . 

In the wo men's B top-seeded Sally 
Discenza defeated Micky Anderson , 
8-15, 15-4 , 15-5. Pats y Ingle defeated 
Kay Hayne s, 10-15, 17-15 , 15-11, for 
third place . Kay Winfield won the 
consolat ion . 

Tennis player Juli e Koste n finally 
met her match losing to Peggy Bain, 
15-13, 15 -2 in th e wom en's C finals. 
Janice Base finished third over Cheryl 
Cooper , 15-5, 15-8. Pat Ca ldwe ll won 
the consolation . 

In a new division for 12 and und er, a 
round robin was held and Stev e Gregg 
won all four matches to come in first. 
Keith Kessinge r finished second at 3-1, 
while Tom Skinner finished third at 2-2. 

Open champion Tom Kutas 

• 
. ... . . 

......... 
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RICH WAGNER-t he 1974 East­
ern Regional Jun iors Champion ­
ship; the '75-'76 N.R.C. Bufla lo 
Pro-Am, prove he's a comer and 
perhap s the best ba c k wall 
shoote r in the game right now 

MARTY HOGAN -y oungest pro 
1n the co untry , fie ry and dedi­
ca ted. has some 1mpress1ve wins 
under his belt and is one to watch . 
Winn er o f the ' 75-'76 New Eng ­
land Pro Am 

There's more to a racquet than meets the ball. 
It's easy to produce a racquet, put it out on the market and hope for 
the best . SPORTCRAFT does it the hard way , and this time it's the 
right way. We asked our advisors , Rich Wagner and Marty Hogan , 
two new stars on the professiona l horizon, what they believe should 
be in a racqu et and , obviously, there are some ditterences-so we 
have two new racquet s and one has got to be the right cho ice for 
you . It all goes to prove there 's more to a racquet than meets the ball. 

GENERAL SPORTCRAFT CO ., LTD . BERGENFIELD . N .J . 07621 
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Toarna01ents Cont inu e d 

VIRGINIA 

VIRGINIA TECH OPEN 
ATTRACTS 124 

One -hundre d and twenty-four par ­
ticipants took part in the Virginia Tech 
Racquetball Open, April 1-2, in Black­
burg, Va . 

The results of the tournament: 
Men's A-1. Jim Bailey; 2. Ed 

Remen; 3 . Tom Kulas; 4 . Larry Hern­
don ; 5. Scott Clark . 

Men 's B-1. Guido Alvarez; 2. Reb 
Brown; 3. To dd Carte r; 4. Ken Nygard ; 
5. Sumner Chase . 

Men's C-1. Tom Rollandini; 2. Terry 
Loomis; 3. Luk e Pa llansch; 4. Jim 
Colby ; 5. Hunter Matthews . 

Men 's Sen iors- I. Bill King; 2. Glen 
Allen; 3. Jim Roberson ; 4 . G. Long ; 
5. R. Jones. 

Men's Masters- I. Paul Harr is; 2. 
George Shipplett; 3. John Hosner. 

Women 's Open-1. Lucy Smith; 2. 
Tricia Tillotson ; 3. Mildred Gwinn ; 
4. Wendy O'Conno r; 5 . Mary Ann 
Bradley. 

NEWPORT NEWS, VA . 
HOSTS FIRST ANNUAL 
DIXIE CLASSIC 

Three divisions of play were initiated 
in the first Dixie Classic racquetball tour­
namen t held at the Peninsula YMCA , 
Newport News, Va . 

The open singles division was won by 
Roy Moats. to capture the title Moats 
had to de feat top-seeded Leroy Pring le 
in the finals, 15-8, 15 -12. 

Top -see ded Dr. Jo hn Matney prove d 
no ma tch for Major Fred Mangi no in the 
sen iors division. Mangino captured the 
champi o·nship with games, 15-4, 

1

15-7. 
The open dou bles was won by the 

mixed team of Roy Moats and Carol 
Jean Frenck. They outplayed runner­
ups Crosby Fo rrest and Ray Gordon 
15 -9, 15-4. 
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WASHINGTON 

"SWEETIES " TOURNAMENT 
HELD IN WASHINGTON 

Sixty women entered the " Sweeties" 
Tournament held at Town & Country 
Racq uet & Hea lth Club in Gig Harbor, 
Wash. This February event drew entries 
from the Tacoma, Olympia, Seattle and 
Vancouver B.C . areas. Experience lev­
els ranged from the beginner to state 
cha mpion, with a class for each leve l. 

The open event was won by Helen 
Olsen with Pat DeNeui runnerup. The B 

class was won by Leslie Lendskog . 
Second place went to Janet Dobbins. 
Ada Ko captured the C title with Debbie 
Anderson placing second . Novice divi­
sion found Anita Eyring in first 
place. The doubles class was won by 
Pat DeNeui and Vicky Vanderhoef. 
Vicki Clark and Gini He nderson placed 
second . 

Novice cl••• flnallat. (L•R) Anita Eyrlng, Seattle (flnt), Donna Reinhard, tournam ent 
director and Cath11 Coffin, s-ttle (•econd). 

YOKOSUKA SPRING 
TOURNAMENT 
DRAWS MILITARY 

Th e Yokosuka Naval Base hoste d its 
spring racq uetba ll tourname nt March 
14-18 in Yo kos uka, Ja pan. Fifty-nine 
entries vied for the open division title 
in singles and 17 entered the doubles 
competition. 

Captain Jim Benson, US MC from the 
US Oklahoma City, rea ched the finals 
by defeating eight straight opponents. 

He met HTFN Joe l Herron from the 
USS Sam uel Gompers in the finals and 
won, 21-10, 21 -11, to captu re the title. 

In doubles, Capt. Jim Allingham , 
USMC, and Major Bob Bracy, USMC 
from USS Oklahoma City tea med to 
defeat Master Gunnery Sergan t Jack 
Stebbins , USMC and CW03 Roger 
Peterson , US MC, 21 -10, 21 -13. 
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WEST VIRGINIA 

WEST VIRGINIA 
STATE TOURNAMENT 

Seventy-eight entr ies part icipated in 
the third annual West Vi rginia State 
Racquetball Tournamen t, March 19-20 
at the Coliseum in Morgantown , W.Va . 
Competition was conducted in five div i­
sions: A Open Singles , B Op en Singles, 
Women's Singles , Seniors Open Sin ­
gles, and Open Double s. 

A OPEN SINGLES 

Quarterf inals: Dave Jonnson def. Dave 
Furda (15-7 , 15-2) ; Gib Krovo chec k def. 
Arnie Margoli n (15-8, 15-10) ; Rich Yob ­
bagy def. Jay Besson (11-15, 15-9, 
15-11); Dave Taylor def. Kevin Becker 
(15-11, 15-10) 

Semifinals: Gib Krovocheck def . Dave 
Johnsen (15-8, 8 -15, 15-13); Dave 
Taylor def. Rich Yobbagy (15 -11. 
15-10) 

Finals: Dave Taylor def. Gib Krovo ­
check (15-7, 15-9) 

Third Place: Dave Johnsen def. Rich 
Yobbagy (15-2 , 15-9) 

Consolation Winner : Bill Casto def . 
Dennis Lews (15-8, 15-7) 

B OPEN SINGLES 

Quarterfinals : Bob Anderson def. Ed 
Crom ley (15-5 , 15-6) ; Virgi l Smaltz def. 
Peter Halsey (10-15, 15-11 , 15-13) ; 
Raymond Young def. Melvin Fuller 
(10-15, 15-0, 15-0) ; Reuben Fernandez 
def. Danie l Otto (15-10 , 14-16, 15-10) 

Semifinals Bob Anderson def . Virg il 
Smaltz (15-5, 15-1); Raymond Young , 
def. Daniel Otto (13-15 , 15-6, 15-7) 

Finals: Bob Anderson def. Raymond 
Young (13-15, 15-6 , 15-7) 

Third Place: Daniel Otto def. Virgil 
Smaltz (8-15, 15-11, 15-10) 

Consolation W inner : James Craig def. 
Sameh Mi try ( 15-10, 9-15, 15-9) 
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WOMEN'S SINGLES 

Quarterf inals: Carol Wojcik def. Kris 
King (15-6, 15-3) ; Donna Cayton def. 
Cori Jordan (15 -9, 15-4) ; Connie Mul­
doon def. Kathy Van Dyke (15-9, 15-5); 
Julie Dougherty def. Michelle Burke 
(11-15, 15-4 , 15-11) 

Semifinals : Carol Wojcik def. Donna 
Cayton (8-15, 15-0, 15-6); Connie Mul­
doon def. Julie Dougherty (15-9, 15-12) 

Finals : Carol Wojcik def. Connie Mul ­
doon (15-10 , 15-4) 

Consolation Winner : Linda Jursa def. 
Kathy Van Dyke (15-11, 11-15, 15-10) 

SENIOR SINGLES 

Quarterfina ls: Rick Yobbagy def. Tom 
Staley (15-3, 15-2) ; John Loth def. Joe 
Curey (15-5, 15-7); Chuck North def. 
Dave Furda (15-11, 15-4); Gib Krovo­
check def. Charles Emery (15-8, 15-6) 

Semi final s: Rich Yobbagy def. John 
Loth (15-11, 15-5); Gib Krovocheck def. 
Chuck Nort h (16-4, 8-15 , 15-3) 

Finals : Gib Krovocheck def. Rick Yob ­
bagy (2 -15, 19-17, 15-8) 

Consolation Winner : Dave Furda def. 
Joe Cur ey (15 -5, 14-16, 15-10) 

OPEN DOUBLES 

Quarterfinals : Dave John son & Dave 
Taylor def. Dan Co ram & Chu ck Dun · 
away (15-5 , 15-6) ; George Klebez & 
Charles Emery def . Ed Ehler & Alex 
Wi lson (15-5, 15-5) ; Kevin Beck er & Bill 
Casto def. Joe Pendr y and Bill La nha m 
(15 -12, 15-12) ; Dennis Lewis & Jay 
Besson def. Jeff Massey & Bill Fish 
(15 -9, 18-16) 

Semifinal s: Dave Johnson & Dave 
Taylor def. George f<lebez & Ch arles 
Emery (15-10, 15-4); f<evin Becker & 
Bill Casto def. Denni s Le wis & Jay 
Besson (16-14, 8 -15, 15-11) 

Finals: Dave Johnsen & Dave Tayl or 
def. Kevin Becker & Bill Casto (15-2, 
15-12) 

HELPS PREVENT 
EYE INJURY 
PLAYING HANDBALL 
RACQUETBALL 
AND TENNIS 

to 

Champion 's MK Eyeguard is en­
dorsed by Lou Russo, several 
times National Handball Champion 
and current Three Wall Handball 
Champion . 
Champ ion 's MK Eyeguard is made 
from strong , lightw eight aluminum, 
covered with soft, non-reflective 
natural rubber to mold around the 
eyes for max imum visibility, comfort 
and playing ease . 
It's designed to provide the utmost 
protection against a bal l hitting you 
d irectly in the eye and causing inj ury. 
Ava ilable at Sport ing Goods Stores, 
Athletic Clubs and your YMCA . 

~ .... ,o . co . 
150313 
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Clubs 
MEMBERSHIP CEILING 
ATNEW 
WEST PALM BEACH CLUB 

Racquetball , handball and padd '.eball 
players of Palm Beach County rejoice! 
No longer will you have to go looking 
for a court . 

The Court House at 1500 Old 
Okeechobee Road , West Palm Beach , 
Fla ., opened in May. The private club 
has a membe rship ceiling so there will 
be no waiting for a court any of the 
seven days a week The Court House is 
open. Reserva tions may be made for 
the same day every week . Time once 
wasted finding a place to play may now 
be spent on the court or in the whirl­
pool , the stea m bat h or the bar over ­
looking the courts . 

John Bills and Tom McCloskey, the 
developers and avid players , took pa ins 
to make sure The Court House has 
everything a racquetball or handball 
p layer could ever want. There are eight 
championship courts, a well-stocked pro 
shop, a teaching pro, a nursery for the 
members' ch ildren, and carpeted men's 
and women 's locker rooms . The interior 
design features large comfortab le furni­
ture , lots of wood, and plenty of live 
gre ene ry. 

In a climate where heat is always a 
factor , the fully air-conditioned Palm 
Beach Club expec ts to enjoy year round 
participation . Temporary memberships 
will be available for winter visitors. 

,-------,., ... , 
, "lenrtls Weelc ~~ f A Newspaper Presen ting 6_ 

I 
Tennis Information by the VYeek 9\ 

Instead of by the Month 

I Incl udi ng internationa l and regional tournament \ 
sched ules and result s. playe r profiles. club 

I 
news. and artic les contri buted by tennis writers 

1 such as Ge ne Scott. A lliso n Danzig , Bi ll Talbert . 
Rex Bel lamy, and Lucy. 

' 

Subscription Order I 
Ente r my sub sc ripti o n as checked below (Check must acco mpan y o rder l 

' 

□ 1 Year s10 .oo □ 2 Yea rs s 1a oo 

1 Name ___ _ ________________ _ 

' Addre ss, _____ _ __ _ _________ _ 

~ Coty, _________________ _ 

' S l ate _ ____ __ __ Z ,p, ____ _ 

...... Tennis W eek 
~ ....... Box 1706 F DR Stallon . N .Y 10022 

.......... (21 2)355 -36 11 --

_____ .,r-r"""' 

- - .-

Artl e t'• re nd e ring of Th e Court Hou ee In Wee t P a lm B e .ac h , Fla . 
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62-P High density laminated 
plastic panel court systems 

Singles squash courts $2,784 
Handball, racquetball, paddleball courts $4,419 

And only World Courts Inc. offers you a full double-guarantee! 

A total court package for every need! 

- ~, -~-- 0 For further details call or write: 
\ 

P..a- • ..,.,.. 
· World Courts Inc. 

554 Main St, Dept R 
S. Weymouth, Mass .. 02190 
617-337-0082 

Product of U.S. Gypsum Fiberesin Plastics Div. 
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Clubs 
KING'S RACQUETBALL COURT 
FEATURES "ROYAL" ROOM 

Scheduled for opening in early sum ­
mer, King's Racquetball Court of West­
minster , Calif., promises to be one of the 
most unique clubs of its kind. Chuck 
Hohl , owner and general manager , is a 
veteran racquetballer who has devel ­
oped a special player license concept 
featuring five different playing plans 
from hourly to yearly . 

A "Roya l" ex hibition court with three 
glass walls and a 400-seat auditorium 
will provide professional tournam en ts 

- .... 

60 

for players and spectators. 
King's Cou rt has 19 air-conditioned 

courts and three glass-walled exhibition 
courts. Also available are separate spa 
facilities for both men and women , 
health juice bar, supervised children 's 
play area and full locker and laundr y 
services as well as on-site and adjacen t 
parking for 200 cars . Th e court is lo­
cated in Westm inster , near Westminster 
Mall at Golden West and Sowell Streets . 
For membership call (714) 898-9841. 

On hand at the dedication of the foun• 
dation are (front row, L to R) E. 0. 
Rodeffer-Owner, Westminster Mayor Joy 
Neuegabauer, Chuck Hohl-Owner and 
General Manager, Joy Koppel-Women 's 
Activity Coordinator , (second row, L to 
R) Deb Shubin-Sales, Mike Allen and 
Jim Cu-son-resident racquetball in­
structors. 

-
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Clubs 
CONNECTICUTS ROC KY HILL 
WELCOMES N EW FACILITY 

The Rollout Racquetball Club, a six­
court facility opened in May is the first 
such establishment to find its way into 
Rocky Hill, Conn. 

Jeff Coyle , club manager and his part­
ners, Pat Gallagher , Mike Law, Chuck 
Rolles, and Kenny Williams , are already 
considering expansion . Local public 
court players are enthusiastically wel­
coming the court club concept to the area . 

N EW MU NCIE, INDIANA CLUB 
OFFERS CHART ER 
M EMBERSHIP PA C KAGE 

Construction has begun on the Full 
Court club of Muncie, Ind . Competition 
is scheduled for September . This ten 
court facility will also house locker 
rooms with sauna, whirlpool and exer ­
cise facilities, nursery, pro -shop and the 
"Wallbanger " lounge . An outdoor swim­
ming pool is scheduled for opening in 
the spring of 1978 . 

Annual membership fees are $25 .00 
for a student, $35 .00 for an individual 
and $50.00 for a family. The Full Court 
is offering an outstanding savings for 
charter membership . A prospective 
member may select a starter kit of a new 
racquet or 20 percent off normal 
membership fee. 

The Full Court club is located on the 
northwe st corner of Muncie, just off the 
McGalliard extension. 

,1 

Ce ntre Court Racqu e tball a nd Hea lth S p a, Pho en ix, Ariz. 
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SEPARATE 
ACCOMMODA TIO NS IN NEW 
CENTRE COUR T CLUB 

A $480,000 racquet ball and health 
spa facility is scheduled for opening in 
August of this year in Phoenix, Ariz. 

To be known as the Centre Court 
RacquetBall and Health Spa, the one 
and one-ha lf acre site will have a two ­
story , 16,400 square-foot building. 

The facility will include 10 indoor rac­
quetball courts with modern lighting and 
climate control. There will also be a pro 
shop and lounge area. The club's design 
provides separate locker rooms for men 
and women with private dressing areas , 
jacuzzis and dry saunas . Separate phys ­
ical fitness and exercise rooms will be 
under the supervision of 14 -year 
veteran , Jay Caliendo . 

Centre Court will be open to the 
public seven days a week, with charter 
membership being offered . 

' ';.. . . 

. . . . .. ·. ··. 
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Clubs 
POSH FACILITY TO OPEN THIS 
SUMMER IN ORLANDO 

The Racquet Ball, Orlando's first 
racquetball and fitness club for men and 
women, is scheduled for opening this 
summer. It will be located near 1-4 
and Lee Road on Adanson Street in 
Orlando . 

Richly landscaped interiors and color­
ful graphic accessories are featured at 
the club . The Racquet Ball is entered 
through an open atrium area that is 
abundantly landscaped with lush green ­
ery and bright flowers . The feeling of 
space and color is carried throughout 
the entire club. 

A social lounge complete with game 
tables, theatre TV system and a health 
food bar affords members the luxury of 
total relaxation within a warm environ ­
ment to share with friends for an enjoy ­
able time day or evening. 

The Racquet Ball is a 20,000 square 
foot facility co ntaining eight racquetball 
/ handball courts, a glass-walled exhibi­
tion court with a viewing gallery, a pro 
shop , and individual health spas and 
separate conditioning facilities for both 
men and women . Spa facilities include 
steam rooms , saunas, therapy pool s, 
showers and luxurious locker and dress ­
ing rooms. 

A physical fitness expe rt will be 
available to he lp plan and design condi­
tioning programs that are compatible 
with each member's physic al condition, 
personal endurance and stamina . 

Family memberships are $350.00 
with monthly dues of $35 .00 . Individual 
memberships are $225.00 with monthly 
dues of $25 .00 and corporate member­
ship fees are $450.00 with monthly 
dues of 25.00. There are no court fees . 

COURT ROOMS OF AMERICA 
OPENS CLUB IN FT. WAYNE 

Court Rooms of America has just 
opened its first Racquetball / Handball 
Club in Fort Wayne , Ind . The club 
features 10 plaster courts , men and 
women's saunas, Universal exercise 
equipment and a very large and com­
fortable lounge. The club will serve the 
many players from northern Indiana 
and western Ohio . Additional club 
openings are scheduled for 1977. 
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The Court Rooms of Amenca system is 
interested in arranging for reciprocal 
playing agreements with other member­
ship clubs. (waive guest fees on presen­
tation of card, all transactions cash) Any 

inter ested club is urged to cont act Dan 
Rob erts or Al Diefenbach, 4646 US 24 
W, Ft. Wayn e, IN 468 04 , for a fast reply. 
Also , serious inquiries would be enter­
tained regardin g future arra ngements 
for Court Room s of America clubs. 

new trom LEISURE PRESS 

rnAMPIONSHIP 
rKQUETG.ALL 

• se lec ted articles from Racquetball , th e officia l voice 
of the Internati onal Racque tball Assoc iat io n. 

• ove r 200 pages • over SO artic les . 

• covers all aspeclS of th e game : basic sk ills.and tech­
nique s, hitting th e ball . Offi ci:il I RA rule s. se rvice. 
practi ce hint s and drill s. co nditioning . etiquette . 
lea chin g the game . cond ucti ng a roumamenl or 
clinic. and much more! 

• includes articles by Brumfield , Muehleisen. Ga rfin kle 
Keele y. Finger. Lawre nce. Dellinger , Mazaro ff , Wil­
liams. Ross. Stauffer . Campbe ll . and man y more . 

IN PAPERBACK ONLY • A mu sl for all racqu etba ll player s, fan s . and instruc -
PRICE $6 .00 tors of the game!! 

All per1on•I order1 mull be prepaid 

Pl•••• inc lude SOc h•nd hng charge on •II orders 

OU1 c.ia1I purchase order must •ccompany 1~t1tut 10na l 
or den 

NY Slate reud•nts are raquire d to include applicable ,., ..... 
LEISURE 

PRESS P.O. Box 3 
West Po int , N . Y. 10996 

SHIRTS 
IRA Emblem silk screened on some of the best looking court wear 
to come your way. Wrinkle free, comfortable, and they don't cost a 
bundle for a bag full (but they ' ll make you look like a m illion!) 

Special-While They Last ..... $3.95 

Regular Crew Neck - ~hite, blue, yellow ... . -~a 
Mesh Crew Neck - white, blue, yellow . ...... $ 5 
Collar Shirt - white, blue, yellow . . . . . . . . . . . . 
* Plus 50c for shipping and handling 

Specify color and size (S-M-L-XL). Mix or match'em . Send check or 
money order to : 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
2670 Union Ave. Ext. 
Memphis, TN 38112 
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Why 
I designed 
a superb 
court panel 

Just as every player s triv es for con siste ncy , so ar e his dem and s 
for court pl aya bi lit y . T h at 's why I designed a sup er b court 
pan el. 

Being a pl aye r and an o wn er of court clu bs, I designe d the M-M 
Pane l w ith th e p laye r and owner in mi nd . 

M -M Panel pl ays ju st like co ncrete . Eve ry bou nce is tru e. I tried 
to make th e ball bo u nce different than co ncr e te, but it wa s 
su per. And, th e n ew in sul a tin g , sou nd -dea denin g prope rti es are 
th e s tate-of -t he -a rt. 

For the cou r t ow n er, M-M Panel has pu t toge ther p layabili ty , 
du rab ility , aes theti cs , convertibili ty and m in imal ma int enan ce 
all in one syste m . T he res u lts are great sav ing s in m oney over a 
long period of time. 

T he p ro s an d I accep t th e pan el as th e playing su rface o f the 
fu tu re. Here is a pane l sys tem whi ch w ill revo lut ion ize co urt 
cons tru c tion a t a level eve rybody ca n affo rd . 

Call or w rite M-M Court Syst em s today ! 

D r. Bud M u c h le isl' n 
LQ76 In ternati o nal Ra cqu e tr-a ll A - ~o..:ic1t1o n 
Seni o r S in g les Ch ,1mp 1o n 

For the best panel, the best price and the best 
consulting service, call or write now. 

M -M Court Systems 
2160 Fletcher Parkway San Diego , California 92020 714 / 449-1779 



Clubs 
CENTER COURTS 
OPENS IN VAN NUYS 

The Center Courts, a 16,500 sq uare 
foo t racq uetball an d han dball sports 
co mpl ex, is und er co nstruction at 8 14 1 
Orion Avenue, Van Nuys, one block 
eas t of Roscoe and the San Diego 
Freeway. 

Upon completion in J uly, The Center 
Courts will feature 12 regula tion air­
conditioned racque tba ll-handba ll courts , 
four of which will be glass exhibition 
courts, a lounge with backgammon and 
other games , complete pro shop with 
equipment for re nt or sale, men's and 
women's locker rooms with sa unas, 
chi ldre ns play area and an outdoor 
coed jac uzzi. 

Introduc tory member ship fees ha ve 
been se t at $1 8 for individua ls and $24 
for fam ilies for the balance of 1977 . An 
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hou rly court ren tal fee also will be 
cha rged. Membe rs may reserve court 
time up to 7 days in advance . Hours 
ope n to the public will be 6:30 a .m . to 
11:00 p .m. Monday through Friday , and 
8 :00 a.m . to 8:30 p .m. weeke nds . Per ­
manent court time reservatio ns, assur ­
ing a court at the same time each week 
for a 26 week period will a lso be 
availab le. 

Both individual and group lessons will 
be given and a specia l women's round 
rob in will be he ld every Thursday 
morni ng. 

Fo llowing the opening of the new 
Ce nter Co urts will be the annua l Los 
Ange les Racque tball Champ ionships on 
September 2-5 . Th e Center Co urts, Van 
Nuys , will ann ually host this Labor Day 

even t under the auspices of the Califor­
nia Racque tball Association . The tour ­
nament is the oldest and larges t in Los 
Angeles . 

Racquetball come • to the movle•­
author Michael Crichton po•e• with a 
group of actre••e• after their audition 
for a racquetb a ll part In the movie, 
ucoma ." Crichton wro t e the •creenplay 
for the best- • eller book, ucoma," and will 
dir e ct the movie for M .G .M. 
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Here's why a Sports Unlimited court is • • • 

SOLID 
froni botto1n to top 

You will find the word solid describes a number 

of important things about Sports Unlimited. 

The company 's product is solid, and is backed 

by a solid statement : guaranteed for the life of the 

building in which installed . 

The feeling of solidity you find in a Sports Un­

limited court originates in the quality of manufactur­

ing control. A plus/ minus of 1164th of an inch is 

the most that is permitted between the front of the 

panel play ing surface and the front of the anchor­

ing spline groove. That 's precis ion! 

It is the extremely small amount of surface 

deviation that lets Sports Unlimited give you the 

But, if you aren ' t ready to 
visit other installations, write 
for a copy of our informative 
booklet about the Sports 
Unlimited panelling system. 
There 's no charge. 

nearest thing to a monolith ic pl ayin g surface for 

racquetball, handball , and squash . 

When you talk with a Sports Unlimited com­

pany representative, anywher e in North America , 

you can rely on what he says . He is backed as 

solidly by the company as the product itself. 

For more specific information , call us for the 

name of the company representative near you. Let 

him give you a guided tour of a club using Sports 

Unlim ited panels. (More th an 300 are available .) He 

can point out methods and techn iques that will 

likely apply to your own club . 

MYRON RODERICK 
Presid ent 

KENT TAYLOR 
Vice -president 

405 624-1 252 

P. O. Bo x 1207 - Sllll woter , Ok laho ma 7<074 



Design Consortiuni, Inc. 
Racquetball is coming on fast in New 

Jersey . One of the first firms organized 
to provid e all the necessary services to 
investment groups in the Northeast is 
Design Consortium , Inc. Th e firm offers 
complete planning , construction and 
operation of a facility, tailored to your 
particular needs . 

The basic design consists of a ten 
court facility that can be easily modified 
and expanded to includ e thirty cou rts. 
The 23 Court Complex shown here , 
consists of 16 racquetball courts , 6 
squash (single) courts, 1 squash (double) 
court and a 65 ' x 120 ' gymnasium. Con ­
struction is no w under way for a twenty 
court facility just off Rt. 80 near Wayne , 
N. J. that will open in the fall. 

The firm has options on six other 
locations in New Jers ey and plan s con­
struction of its second facility in approx ­
imately four months . For furt her infor­
mation , interested parties may con tact: 
William Mattison , Planning Consu ltant , 
Design Con sortium, Inc., 8 Douglas 
Road, Glen Ridge , New Je rsey 07028 , 
Telephone : (201) 748-1452 . 

Joe Zelson Story 
Frompage31 

I wanted to tell Joe 's sto ry because 
not on ly does it represent an additional 
dime nsion to racquetball but also 
because it might serve as an inspiration 
to those who might be unfortunat e 
enough to find themse lves in similar cir­
cumstances. Too ofte n, the heart attack 
patient , through fear of the conse ­
quences, turns him self into a sedenta ry 
individual afraid to do the things he 
once enjoyed. 

Joe' s philosophy is simp le-good 
diet , hea lthful exercise and moderation 
In everyt hing is the be st approach to the 
way back. He, of cou rse, reco mm end s 
cons ultation on a reg ular basis with your 
physician and if, perchance , your doctor 
doesn't agree-well you just may want 
to find anot her do ctor . • 
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Cross -Section & Elevations 

ANNOUNCING 
VITTERT/HARVEYS W ALLBANGER 

$5000 CLEVELAND OPEN 

LABOR DAY WEEKEND (SEPT. 2-5) 

MEN 'S AND WOMEN 'S OPENS WITH 
CONSOLATION ROUNDS . 

ENTRY FEES: 
$25 MEN 'S OPEN 
$15 WOMEN'S OPEN 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL JOE AGUGLIA 
AT (216) 243-1050 OR 
WRITE TO: 
HARVEYS WALLBAN GER 
RACQUETBALL CLUB 
17535 ROSBOUGH DR. 
CLEVELAND. OHIO 44130 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 15. 1977 
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Calendar/Notes 
A UGUST 

4 -7 C H ENEY , WASH .- Fourth 
World Racquetball Championships at 
Eastern Washington State College. Dr. 
Bud Muehleisen will conduct a racquet­
ball clinic, Aug. 4-5. Contact Walt Zabel , 
EWSC Pavilion , Cheney , Wash. 99004 . 

11 - 13 SAN JOSE , CALIF .- San 
Jose Open , Supre Court III, 355 W. San 
Fernando Blvd., San Jose , Calif 95113 . 
Contact: Mark Wayne (408) 289-1340 . 

19 -21 OKLAHOMA C ITY , 
OKLA .- August Open , Grand Slam 
Courtsy North. Contact: Larry Curts 
(405) 842-1315. 

19 -21 OMAHA , NEB .- Racquetball 
of Omaha 's Singles Invitational ; Ten ­
tative Events: Pro-Am , Men's Open, 
Men 's "B", Women 's Open , Women's 
"B", Juniors. Contact: Mark Hegg , Rac­
quetball of Omaha , 3415 S . 67th . St. , 
Omaha, NE . 68106 (402) 393-3311. 

SEPTEMBER 

2 -5 C LEVELAND , OHIO - Vittert/ 
Harveys Wallbanger, $5000 Cleveland 
Open, 17535 Rosbough Dr., Cleveland, 
Ohio 44130. Contact : Joe Aguglia , AC 
216 -243 -1050 . 

8 - 11 NORTH CAROLINA - North 
Carolina state tournament. 

30 - O C T . 2 SEVEN SPRINGS . 
PA .- Pennsylvania Sixth Invitational 
Doubles Tournament. Contact Luke St. 
Onge. 
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O CTOBER 

21 -23 EA U CLAIRE , WIS .­
Women 's Open tournament. Singles 
and doubles. Contact Judy Werlein , 
700 Graham Ave ., Eau Claire , Wis. 
54701. 

21 - 23 LO CATION TO BE 
ANNOUN CED - National Doubles , 
9th Annual IRA Championships . 

29 -31 BOISE , IDAHO - Fifth Idaho 
Open Pro-Am, $2500 prize money. 
Events : Singles-Open, B, C, Women 's 
& Seniors. Doubles-Open, B, & C. 
Contact: Bob Petersen , The Court­
house , P.O. Box 7043 , Boise , ID. 
83705, (208) 377 -0040 . 

NOVEMBER 

18 -20 UNIVERSITY PARK. PA .­
Nittany Lion Open at Penn State 
University . Open singles and doubles , 
senior and women's singles and wom ­
en's doubles. Contact Jere Willey, Box 
234 , Lemont , Pa . 16851. 

JANUARY 1978 

27 -29 HARRISBURG . PA .­
Bentley Club Invitational. Contact Dick 
Snyder. 

APRIL 1978 

7 -9 S C RANTON . PA .- Scranton 
Op en, Scranton YMCA. Contact Loyd 
Capwell. 

The IRA eligibility has been amended 
to read that only a paid up IRA amateur 
member in good stand ing may compete 
in an IRA sanctioned amateur tourna -

' ment. A professional racquetball player 
is defined by the IRA as any racquetball 
player who has received money for 
playing in any sanctioned pro fessiona l 
tournament after May 31 , 1977 . Any 
prof ess ional play er may be allowed to 
regain his amateur standing by signify­
ing to the Executive Director of the IRA 
that he wishes to again become an ama ­
teur player. After a period of one year 
he may again be des ignated as an ama ­
teur player as long as during that one 
year he does not play in any tourna ­
ment that would define him as a profes ­
sional player . 

RA CQUETBALL PRO 

Wanted for Fall, 1977. Experience in 
teaching clinics and programming very 
large indoor facility in Western Penn. 
Reply: 
·v. Engel 
1 Racquet Lane 
Monroeville, PA 15146 

UNIVERSAL FITNESS CENTERS GO ANYWHERE: 
RACQUETBALL, SQUASH and HANDBALL CLUBS 

When building or expanding your Racquet fac1l1t1es. ge t everyi h,ng 
you need from ONE SOURCE-UNIVERSAL VIKING . .. the lead er in rec ­
reational and fitness equ ipment wi th Delivery and Service Cent ers 
throughout th e North east area . 

CONSULTATION, PLANNING, LAYOUT - COMPLETE COURT SYSTEMS 

• PANEL SYSTEMS • LIGHTING • FLOORING 
• VIKING SAUNAS • WHIRLPOOLS • STEAM ROOMS 
• UNIVERSAL GYMS· • EXERCISE BIKES • EXERCISE MATS 

AND ALL OTHER FORMS OF EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 

UNIVERSAL VIKING FITNESS CORP. 
43 POLK AVENUE• HEMPSTEAD, N.Y . 11550 • 516/483-3700 
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shoot it serve it pass it 

belt it ~ splash it whack it 

slap it• dunk it bounce it 

freeze it spin it cream it 

chop it wet it --4 dribble it 

lob it s hit it ace it loft it 

hang it _ •;o clobber it ~ bang it e 
center it spike it kill it 

smash it hook it boot it ~ 

buy it, Seamco 
SEAMCO SPORTING GOODS COMPANY , DIVISION OF DART INDUSTRIES, LAGRANGE , GEORGIA 30240 

FOR MORE INFORMATION , CALL 1-800 -241-8111 TOLL FREE. 



~ I 
~J, 1 I 

-l 

~- I 
Ekte lon, Dep t. R-11 7079 Mission Gorge , Rd ., San Die go, CA 92120 

Ek1elon 1s a register ed l radema rk of Ek1elon, San Diego , Cal,forn ,a Mado ,n LJ.S A 




