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THE BEAUTIFUL NEW RED 

noGve 

Our new ROGUE is beautiful! Its red anodized alumi­
num frame trimmed with a white vinyl bumper is 
strik ingly attractive . 

The new ROGUE plays better too. A new deep channel 
extrusion adds a dimension of fle xi bility without com­
promising strength or durability. And the swing weight 
is now adjustable to personal preference by shorten­
ing the vinyl bumper. 

The new ROGUE has a one year guarantee and meets 
all I. R .A. specifications. 

Three grip sizes: 4 1/ 8, 4 5/ 16, 4 1/ 2 
Available in rubber and leather. 

7079 MISSION GORGE ROAD • SUITE E 

RACQUETBALL EQUIPMENT 

Over 77 % of the players i n the 
1973 I.R.A. Championsh ips used 
an Ektelon racquet. 

SAN DIEGO, CALIF, 92120 
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The President Says: 

LET'S DOUBLE 
OUR MEMBERSHIP 
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YOU 

and a frien d of your s, too ! 
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Gioe Your Extra Magazine to a Friend ... 

WHY SHOULD YOU BE AN IRA MEMBER? 

• ~ 
.11111. -

Mail to: 

IRA 

P. 0. Box 1016 

Stillwater, Okla. 74074 

2 

• • • 

1. The Annual Handbook-September 
(Rules, Constitution, Tournaments & Organization) 

2. Five Magazines-Nov ., Jan. , March, May and July 
(Complete reports of IRA activities) 

3. Monthly Newsletter 

4. Elig ible for all IRA Tournaments 

5. A Voice in all IRA Policies 

6. A part of the Greatest Indoor Sport in America 

If we can help you concerning Racquetball 

Contact: Myron Roderick , Executive Director 
P. 0. Box 1016 Ph. (405) 377-2676 
Stillwater, Okla . 74074 

and Sign Up a New Member Today 

PS: Are you 
signed up 
for '74 too? 

RACQUETBALL 
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~ .----,,:~:~::,_,,..1:r........_1r1 Are You Building New Squash, Handball, I ! t-t----t----t •• :-=t--i..... Racquetball and Paddleball Courts? ! 
~ Revamping or Repairing Your Old Ones? ~ 

I ~ WORLD COURTS, INC. I 
I r------r----. r------,--------4 Offers These Unique Features I 
I ~_J__~ ! 
' LOWER INSTALLATION COSTS ' 

! Compare Our Prices Against the $35,000-$45,000 ! 
~ Concrete and Plaster Courts ~ I ~ 
~ LOWER MAI NTENANCE COSTS I I No Cracking or Chipping and No Painting Ever. A ~ 
~ Mild Soap and Water Cleaning is All That is Ever ~ I Needed. No Wall Sweating. ~ 

- NEW I I I I . . ' 
~ EASY ADAPTA TI ON OF TEMPER ED GLASS I 
- OR PLEXI -GLASS FOR MAXI MUM SPECTAT OR I 

VIEWING AT ANY ANGLE OF TH E COURT 

Ou r Engin eers Have Developed An Easy 

and Eco nomical Method Fo r the 

Insta llat ion of Any Size Glass Panels 

Call or Wri te For Further Deta il s To : 

0 ts, 
554 Main Street 

S. Weymouth , Mass . 02190 

I 
I 
I 
I 
~ 
I 

Phone : 617- 337-0082 ! 
,_ ., • .-::::'.7 ...,"7".__ _...,, .- .- _. .- _. .- .,,,.,,,. .- .- .,,,.,.,,, .- .- .- .- .- .- .,,,.,.,,, _..- _. A 
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NOVEMBER 1973 VOLUME 2 NUMBER 5 

PAGE 6 Director's Message 
Executive Director Myron Roderick reports to th e mem­
bers on the pro-am poll and oth er developmen ts. 

PAGE 7 The New Class 
Ken Porco masters a high-class fie ld to w in the new 
Senior Singles Inv itational tournament. 

PAGE 10 ... and Still Champeens 
IRA Doubles kings Char lie Brumfield and Steve Serot 
capture the Open Doubles Invit ational. 

PAGE 13 Our States in Action 
Grass-roo ts development of the IRA is mushroom ing 
through enthusiastic stat e organizations. 

PAGE 16 Playing the Back Wall 
Masters ch ampion Bud Muehl eisen gives va luable 
coaching on one of the key areas of expert play. 

PAGE 20 Well, First You ... 
Just learning the sport? Sid Williams covers the basi c 
steps for beginning players . 

IRA B oard of D irectors 
P res ident- D eW itt M . Shy, Memp hi s. N at ional Commiss ioner-Ken 

Porco, Lo ui svill e. Nat iona.l R ules Com rruss ion er-D r. B ud M uehleisen , Sa n 
Diego . Nationa l Coor din a tor-Gerard W . Lapie1Te , Woodmere, Oh io. D irec­
tors-Robert A. Challenger, Vancouver, B. C.; Char les Brumfie ld, Sa n Die go; 
Dr. Wi lliam A. Se llars, D a llas; Ro ber t M cTn er ney, Coronad o, Ca lif. ; Larry 
Lede rman, Milwa ukee; Sm ith Sch ippers, 'Memp h is. Exec u tive Di rector­
Myr on Rode ri ck , Stil lwa ter , Okla . 

IRA Com mis sioners 
E as t R eg ion-Tom Swee ney, S tale Coll ege, Po. Sout h R eg ion- To ro 

Sti d ha m , Clearwa ter , F la. Ce n tra l R egio n-Fred Bl aess, Sc haumb urg , rJI. 
So u thwest R egion - Marlowe P hill ips , St. Louis . W est Regio n-Wayne Player, 
Sa lt Lake City. East Ca nada-Jo hn Sp itz-S pe ncer, Mo nt rea l. West Canado­
Tev ie Smith, Ri chm ond, B. C . Juni ors-- Willi a ro W . Ki ng, M emp his . Mili ­
tary - Ca pt. K en Is rae l , Guam . 

·~••:•IIE'rHAl,I, Volum e 2, Num be r 5, N ove mb er 1973 

Th e officia l voice o( the In te rn ationa l R acq uetball Associat ion, pu blished 
bi-mon th ly at 205 West McElroy , Stillwater, Okla. 74074 (m ail ing ad dress 
P O Box 1016, te lephon e 405--377-267 6) . Di s tribut ed free lo m emb ers of th e 
Int e rnati ona l Racq u e tba ll Assoc ia t ion. S ixty d ays n ot ice is req ui red for un­
in terrupted serv ice in case of ad d ress cha nges. Members hip rates: U ni ted 
S tates , Ca nada, M exico--$3 pe r yea r, S7 for th ree years. F or a ll ot her for eign 
coun t ries, a dd $ 1 per year for ma ilin g cos ts . Ap plica tion to mail a t con t rol 
circ ulat ion rates is pend ing a t S tillw ate r , O kla. 7407 4 . Pos tmaster, se n d 1' orm 
3579 to PO Box 1016, S t illwater, Okla. 7407 4. 

j~_ 
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IT'S YOUR MAGAZINE 
Let the worl d of Racquetball 

know of your activi ties by sending 
state repo rts, tournament dates 
and pa rticu lars, tournament re­
ports and pic tures and feature s of 
general Interes t to RACQUET ­
BALL , PO Box 1016, St illwater, 
Okla . 74074. Don ' t delay, send In­
form atio n now fo r the next Issue. 



r-------------------------------------------------------------1 
~ ~ 
~ ____ ,_ ____ You Don't Spell -
- ..- ~ ~ I Q-U-A-L-1-T-Y ~ 

i with a ~ 
- -
\ Dollar $ign ~ 
~ ~ -~ ' 
\ ~ 
: At TRENW A Y PRODUCTS our motto is: ~ ! "Equipment d:~igr::~o~~bf~fi;;f ~es~?r Racquetball I 
~ ~ 
- The "Cougar" Racquet -
~ The first inexpensive wooden racquetball ~ 
~ racquet with the shape and weight of , 

~ expe:::e .. :::.~~.m::::::
1
quets ~ 

- Carbon-reinforced for players who enjoy • 
• using a nylon-glass racquet priced ~ 
- reasonably -

\ The "Trenway Z-100" Racquet ~ 
• An extra strength lightweight metal frame ~ 
~ that provides more power and speed on ~ I the ball , yet takes the abuse of hard play ~ 

\ The "Z-Ball" Racquetball : 
• Designed for over 20 games of consistent ~ 

; play ~ 
~ Sold through sporting goods dealers \ 

- T re n wa y Products ~ I For information, ~ 
• write or call: 2785KURTZSTREET ~ 
- SA N D IEGO CA LIF O RN IA 92 110 -

- TE L EPHO N E (7 14 l 299 2300 -

~ ----------------------------------------------------------) 
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The Director Says: 

MEMBERS, WE HEAR Y O U 

~ 
Q INT E RNAT IONAL RACQUET BALL ASSOC IA T ION 

• P. 0. Box 1016 • Stillwater , Oklahoma 74074 • (405) 377-2676 

Dear Racquetball Friends : 

11 doesn't seem poss ible , bul here we are again, pull ing cu l another magaz ine, and !here has been a lot or action 

arou nd lhe racquetball wor ld . 

I would like lo report to you rlrst on the survey on amateurism vs. profes sionalism . First or all, I would l ike to say 
thanks to all the members who hlled out the 9Urvey and also the questionnaire . We had over a thousand replies out or 
3,8 00 members and that percentage is amazing It"s also amazing that the poll was an even spl,t , 520 for leaving IRA tourna ­

ments open to pros and 519 against . 

I think what this is telling us-and a lot or you wrote such comments on the que stionnaires -is that we shoul d have 
some open tourn amen ts and some closed, str ic tly for amateurs . I think It Is imp ortan t that each state gives an opportun ity 
for all level s of competition, so everybody has a chance to play an d also a cha nce to win. 

As you know, we have a mee ting of the Boa rd of Directo rs the rlr st pa rt of December and I know they will we igh heavily 
the resulls of the poll and come up with ideas to back all types o r ac tivities that pertain to racque tball and are good ror 

racquetball. 

Anoth e r Item which is causing a great deal of concern. of cour se , Is the ball. We have many , many lette rs complain ­
ing about the ball and I want to assure you that the Board or Directo rs, our President and I are working every day trying 
to solve this probl em . 

We have been In )ouch with Don Strong at Soamco and th ey have quit making the ball until they can come up with 
the reason for the breakage . There is a report In this magazine from Mr . Strong about the ball and wha t lhey're trying to 
do to improve it . I wan t to assure you that we and Seamco appreciate you r pat ience and we are go ing to solve th is prob · 
lem. 

As you reed th is magazine, you will see that our state organi zations are rea lly sta rti ng to runct, on and wil l make a 
great dlrrerenc e in our acti vity . J stress that everyone sho uld get Involved In your state association to help promote and 
develop racquetba ll. 

As you know, we'r e trying thi s mont h to do uble our membership and If every one of you will take tim e out to sign 
up one new member for 1974, we can do II. II you need more applicaJ lo ns or magazine s to sig n up more membe rs, Just let 
us know. 

II has been an exciti ng six month s since I became Executive Director . The futur e looks great ror racque tbal l and as 
long as you membe rs keep sending Ideas and suggestio ns and help decide what Is best ror the IRA , we are going 10 
have a greal , greal organizallon, 

S incerely, 

~1f~c» 
Myron Rode rick 

Executive Dlreclor 

RACQU ETBALL 
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Senior Singles champ Ken Porco rips into a kill shot. 

It was a typical October Sunday in San 
Diego. The temperatur e was 85 degrees , 
the Char ge rs were losing another football 
gam e and 10 of the best Senior ( 35-over) 
ra cquetball player s in the U. S. and 
Canada were comp leting thr ee days of 
play in the IBA National Invitation 
Senior Singles Champions hips at the San 
Diego Handb all Racquet Club . 

Dr. Bud Muehleisen was the host and 
International Masters champion. But 
someone forgot to tell Ken Porco of 
Louisville how to be properly considerate 
of your host. 

Por co combin ed s trength and super b 
physical conditioning to go undefeated in 
the thre e-day round robin , posting a 
perfect 9--0 re cord and 82.8 points. 

Being a winner is nothing new to Ken. 
While a t the Unive rs ity of Louisville, he 
won 12 letter s in football , baseball and 
tr ack. And in 1971 he team ed with Mike 
Zeilm an of Louisville to win the IRA 
Int erna tional Doubles champion ship. 

The tournament format saw the 
pla yers open with three match es on 
Frid ay, p lay four more on Saturday and 
two on Sund ay. Each match was a 31-
point ga me, with the play ers rece iving .2 
for ever y point scored and three bonus 
points for a win . 

Myron Roderick of Stillw ater, Okla ., 
place d sec ond with 77.8 points and the 
dec iding m atch of the tournam ent was 

Trophy winn ers at the Senior Singles, 
from left , front row -M yron Rod er ick , sec­
ond; Ken Por co, champion ; Bud Muehlei­
sen, third ; back row - Deryck Clay , Bill 
King , Jim Trent and Bill Sellars. 

NOVEMBER 1973 

Porco 's 31-21 victory in their head-on 
meeting, Roderick 's only loss . 

Dr. Bud was third at 71.8, followed by: 
4-Deryck Clay, Portola Valley, Calif., 
69.2; 5--Bi ll King , Memphis, 67.9; &-Bill 
Sellars , Dallas, 56.6; 7-John Halverson, 
San Diego , 50.2; 8-Peter James, 
Bellingham, Wash ., 50.0; 9- Jim Trent. 
San Diego, 35.6; and 10---Don Wynn, 
Edmonton, Alberta, 27.6. 

The Senior ( 35-44) Division is a new age 

group in IRA play this year and will be a 
part of the 1974 Internationals. The 
Masters Division now is 45-54 and Golden 
Masters 55-over. 

One of the outstanding matches of the 
tournament came in the firs t round when 
Roderick and King hooked up for an hour 
and a half before Roderick came oul with 
a 31-26 decision. 

In round three, Clay pulled the first 
Continued on Next Page 
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Myron Roderick 

upset by edging Muehleisen, 31-28, in a 
great match . Other matches of note saw 
Roderick defeat Muehleisen , 31-28, and 
Clay, 31-29. 

A steak-out was held at Dr. Bud's house 
Saturday night .. . Highlights of the party 
were Myron's joke telling, Peter James' 
expertise cooking the steaks, and Charlie 
Brumfield and D. C. Charlson helping to 
make Coors the No. 1 selling beer in the 
West ... The popular spot at the party 
was the Jacuzzi . . . Special thanks to 
Cindy Sims, Sandy White and Paula 
Halverson for their work preparing the 
food . .. An excellent job of refereeing 
was turned in by Charlie Brumfield and 
Dave Charlson. Both called several 
"avo idable hinders" during the matches 
and the players accepted their calls very 
well ... Special thanks to George Brown, 
Jr., owner of. the San Diego Handball 
Racquet Club, who donated his courts, 
refreshments for players and his always 
pleasant personality . Bob White 

8 

-----------------------~---, 
The Ref Just Can't Help Cheering 

It was the third day of the Nat ional Senior Tournament in San Diego, when 
two of the best Racquetball players were ready to start their match . There was 
no referee present , so they picked one from the audien ce. 

The performance of these two athletes included quick, cat-like retrieves , flat 
kill shots, slow lobs and powerful ceiling and passing shots. The cunning 
displayed in out-foxing one another included a slow kill shot from the rear , and 
variation in the serve. The referee kept score , called no hinders because of the 
good sportsmanship displayed by the players; they did not crowd one another . 

Besides keeping score, the referee applauded one of the players a few times, 
and about half way through the game, jumped up and down in an exuberant 
manner; then suddenly realizing her outburst , she wanted to quit but was told to 
go on, and so Mrs . J ohn Halverson did a very good job of refereeing the match 
between Dr . Muehleisen and his friend John . Bill Schmeling 

Building Courts? 
• • 

HOW TO 
CHOOSE 
ANEW 

HANDBALL­
RACQUETBALL 

COURT 
THAT'S A ... 

WINNER! 

Just follow the same three basic steps 
expert buyers do. First , check the de­
sign, materia ls and method of installa ­
t ion in the lig ht of perfo rm ance , first 
cost, and ease of maintenance. Next , 
visit var ious manufacturers' ins ta lla­
tions and try before you buy . Finally , 
check the guarantees and compare. 
By then , you 'l l know if you 're courting 
/ . 
a winner . 

Follow these steps and you'll see why 
" Panel -Master " co urts by Powe rlock 
Systems Inc . are the best availab le. 
Coarts that play, sound and look just 
like first-qua lity p laster - but w ith far 
greater toughness and much less 
maintenance . And " Panel-Master " 
offers the mo st comprehe nsive guar­
antee. A guarantee that includes: 

• Uniform ball response throughout 
• Maximum qu ie tness in play 
• No v isible seams or raised edges 

at joints 
• Durability that permits use for 

handball and racquetball 
• Total uniformity of color 
• Installation by factory-trained crews 
• Service by local factory-authorized 

dealers 
• Lowest renovation profile 

available (5/e " ) 

For a fre~ copy of our new " Panel-Master " 
installation and performance specifica­
tion, write: 

ffi E"'<>--...rEJR.LOCJ:H: S-Y-STE:1":S 

MIO-ATLANTIC PARK, 590 GROVE ROAO 
... ........ .. THORO FARE, NEW JERSEY 08086 
-~~ TELEPHONE: 609-848 -5330 

RACQUETBALL 



Our Seamco Racquetba ll is the 
on ly one approved by the Inter­
national Racquetball Association . 

It has their blessing because 
it's made of a select, natura l 
rubber compound to provide 
consistent top performance in 
tournament play . 

What comes with having the 
top racquetball in the game, of 
course, is a reputation for excel­
lence that has to be l ived up to 

for all the racquetball equipment 
we offer. 

Like our racquetball racquets . 
Take our new aluminium Paddle 
Racquet for example . The only 
really unique racquet made 
today , it features an exclus ive 
string support system engineered 
to prevent string breakage, 
is minus eyelets, wires and 
grommets that can come loose 
or break, has the biggest sweet 

spot in the game, and offers a 
one-piece extruded frame. 

Of course, if you prefer wood 
to metal, we have a whole slew 
of top quality wooden racquet­
bal l racquets, too. 

For the best in racquetballs 
and racquets see ours at your 
pro shop or sporting goods store. 
To get our newest catalog write: 
Seamco Sporting Goods, New 
Haven, Connecticut 06503. 

The best reason 
for you to buy our racquets 

is our racquetball. 

NOVEMBER 1973 9 



International IRA doubles champions 
Charlie Brumfield of San Diego and 
Steve Serot of St. Louis endorsed their 
top ranking by winning the Open Doubles 
Invitational tournament at Louisville. 

They had to go three games in the 
finals to subdue Mike Zeitman of 
Louisville and Craig McCoy of Riverside, 
Calif., 21-13, 17-21, 21-8. Zeitman is a two­
time IRA doubles champion. 

The only snag the champs ran across in 

/I 

em 
their three matches came in the quar­
terfinals, when Mark Hiudt and Tom 
Kutas of Cincinnati squeezed out a 21-20 
middle game. But Brumfield and Serot 
took the first and third by substantial 21-
8, 21-9 margins. 

Surprise of the tourn ament was the 
Dallas team of Luther Bernstein and 
Tom McKie, who dropped their opening 
match to Zeilman and McCoy, then 
battled back through the consolation 

After bowling 'em over in the Open Doubles Invitational , the winners pick up their 
loot from tournament di rect or Andy Hyman . From left , runners-up Craig McCoy and 
Mike Zeilman and champions Charlie Brumfield and Steve Serot. 

Open Doubles Invitational Scoreboard 
FIRST ROUND 

Charl ie Brumfield. San Dieg o -Steve 
Sero!, St. Louis, bye ; Mark Hiudt-Tom 
Kulas , Cincinnati. def. Davey Bledsoe ­
Randy Stafford. Knoxville. 21 -18. 21 -9 ; Len 
Stream-Mark Wayne , Hayward , Calif., def. 
Ken Porco-Don Rigazio, Louisville , 21-17 . 
18-21, 21 -16 ; Dave Charlson -Ron Stark­
man , San Diego, def. Charlie Garfinkel ­
Chuck Wurzer, Buffalo, 21-18 , 21 - 12 ; Mike 
Zeilman , Louisville -Craig McCoy, Riverside , 
Calif., def. Luther Bernstein -Tom McKie, 
Dallas . 21-15. 21-12 ; Don Wallace -Dave 
Yurgatis, New Britain. Conn ., def . Alan 
Hyman -Fred Michels, Louisville . 21-18, 21 -
14; Bill Dunn , Hayward, Calif.-Bill Thur ­
man, Redwood, Calif. def. Herman 
Abramovitz-Ike Gurner, Louisville, 21 -15, 
21 -9; Bud Muehleisen, San Diego-Myron 
Roderick . Stillwater, Okla., def . Paul lkier­
Bill Schmidtke . Minneapolis, 21-15, 21-8 . 

QUARTERFINALS 
Brum field-Se rot def. H iudt -Kutas, 21 -8, 

20-21, 21 -9; Stream -Wayne def. Charlson­
Starkman , 21-17, 21-9; Zeilman-McCoy 
def. Wallace-Yurgatis , 21-11. 21-9 ; 
Muehleisen-Roderick def. Dunn-Thurman. 
21 - 18, 21-18. 

SEMIFINALS 
Brumfield-Sero! def. Stream -Wayne, 21 -

10 

9, 21-1; Zeilman -McCoy def. Muehlei sen­
Roderick , 2 1-16, 16 -21, 21 -16 . 

FINALS 
Brumfield -Sero! def. Zeilman-McCoy , 21 · 

13 , 17-2 1, 21-8 . 

CONSOLATIONS 
First Round: Bledsoe -Stafford , bye ; 

Garfinkel -Wurzer def. Porco-R igazio , 21-
11, 21-14 : Bernstein -McKie def. Hyman­
Miche ls, 21 - 15 , 15-21 , 21 -20 : lkier ­
Schmidtke def. Abramovitz -Gurner , 20 -21 , 
21 - 19 , 21 -15 . 

Second Round : Garfinkel-Wurzer def. 
Bledsoe -Stafford , 21 -15 , 16-21 . 21 -15 ; 
Bernstein -McKie def. lk1er-Schm 1dtke, 21 · 
0 , 21-0 . 

Third Round : Bernstein -McK,e def . 
Garfinkel -Wurzer. 21-16, 21-12; Charlson ­
Starkman def. Hiudt-Kutas, 21 -8, 21 -15 ; 
Dunn -Thurman def. Wallace -Yurgat,s , 15-
21 , 21 - 15 , 21 -7 . 

Fourth Round: Dunn -Thurman def . 
Charlson -Starkman , 21-18, 21 -16 . 

Semifinals : Bernstein -McKie def. Dunn ­
Thurman, 21-19. 18-21, 21-18; Stream ­
Wayne def. Muehleisen -Roderick, 21 - 15 , 3-
21 , 21 -18 . 

Third Place : Bernste in-McKie def. 
Stream -Wayne. 21-14 , 14 -2 1, 21-5 . 

bracket to capture third plac e. 
On their way to the consolation trophy, 

Bernstein and McKie-ousted in the 
round of 16 at the IRA in St. Louis-­
turned back the highly regarded teams of 
Bill Dunn and Bill Thurman, 21-19, 18-21, 
21-18, and Len Stream and Mark Wayne, 
21-14, 14-21, 21-5. 

One of the strongest fields in In­
vitational Doubles history showed good 
balance throughout , with 11 of the 26 
match es played going the three-game 
dis ta nce . 

Brumfield and Serot stopped Stream 
and Wa yne, 21-9, 21-1, in the semifina ls 
while Zeitman and McCoy were slipping 
pas t Bud Muehl e isen and Myron 
Roderick , 21-16, 16-21, 21-16. 

The fifth annual tournament was 
pla ye d at the Louisville JCC with Andy 
Hyman serving as tournam ent director. 
Play was conducted Saturday night and 
all day Sunday after a Friday clinic for 
members of the Louisville Racquetball 
Association. 

Airline Pilot 
Bags an tOx' 

By Kathy Rohrer 
Gordon Kelly was flying high in more 

ways than one after the Oxford Athletic 
Club 's Ox Open in Vancouver , Wash . 

An airline pilot from Grand Rapids , 
Mich ., Kelly was a lat e entry in the 
tournament, since his presence in the 
Northwes t at tournament time was 
coincidental. 

Kelly had just taken honors in a 
Midwest tournament and was at the top 
of his game for the Vancouver ap­
pearan ce . Still, the odds--0n favorite in 
the c hampionship match was Bill 
F eari ng of Laguna Beach , Calif., a 
nationally ranked player and a consistent 
winner in west coast activities. 

Fearing , top-seeded and owner of a 
prior victory over Kelly, lost only one 
early round gam e as he rolled into the 
finals . Kelly didn 't lose any . 

But Kelly 's concentration and con­
sistency proved the story of the finals. 

Usually a late starter, Kelly came out 
shooting and took it to Fearing, 21-7, in 
the first game . Turn-around is fair play. 
With only two minutes to regroup, 
Fearing cleared the cobwebs, used much 
more finesse and varied his shots to win 
the second game by the same score . 

The third game was all Kelly . He 
gained momentum early with unerring 
consistency in his passing shots and put it 
out of reach with a string of roll-outs off 
service return s, both backhand and 
forehand. The final score was 21-4. 

1n the open doubles , two relatively 

Continued on Next Page 
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It's a Great Way 
PTo Spend 
i.:. 

,__/ 

Gordon Kelly 

young teams battled for the cham­
pionship with Bob Lund and Pete 
Lubisi ch of Portland , Ore ., defeating Sid 
Williams and Al Metz of Taco m a, 21-19, 
20-21, 21-20. And th at's about as close as 
you ca n get. 

OPEN SINGLES 
Quarterfinals: 8 il l Fearing def . Gene 

Altman , 21 -18 , 21 -15 ; Bob Lund def. Steve 
Murata , 21-18 , 21 -11 ; Don Gessel def. Pete 
Lubisich , 2 1-18 , 21 -16, Gordon Kel ly def. 
Charles Mclarty . 21-12, 21 -16 . 

Semifinals : Fearing def. Lund , 21 -15, 21 -
19 ; Kelly def. Gessel , 21 -14 , 21 -18. 

Finals : Kelly def. Fear ing , 2 1-7, 7-21 , 21-
4. Thir d : Lund default from Gessel. Con ­
solat ion : Pete r Jame s def. Han k Ma rc us, 
2 1-5, 21- 11. 

OPEN DOUBLES 
Semifinals : Sid Williams -Al Metz def. 

Kelly -Dick Bro uwer , 21 -17 . 2 1-7 ; Lund­
Lubisich de f. Altman-Doug Clark, 21- 17 , 
2 1-18 . 

Finals : Lund -Lub rsich def. Wi lliams ­
Metz , 21 -18 , 20 -2 1, 2 1-20 . Th ir d : Kelly ­
Brou wer def. A ltm an-Cla rk , 19 -2 1, 2 1-16, 
2 1-16 . Consolat ion : 8111 Condratow-Wayne 
Smyth def. Dave Mcco urt -Je ff Sm ith . 21· 
16 , 9-21. 21-17 . 

OTHER EVENTS 
Women's Singles : Rert Smith de f. Bobb ie 

Mars h. 2 1-12, 21 -17 . Third : Bet ty Van ­
derpool de f. Shi rley Hart. 21-16, 2 1-9 . 
Consolation : Shirley Melton def. Dale 
Spencer , 21-9. 21 -15 . 

B Singles : Kerry Gi lber t def. Al Wein ­
stein . 21-9,21 -13 . Third : Ron Bennink def. 
Bob Lewis , 21 -4 , 2 1-20 . Consolation : Bill 
Flowers def. Milt Sharp , 2 1-13 , 2 1-13. 
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Halloween! 
By Judd Williford 

It was Halloween Night when all the 
gobl ins desce nded on the Memphis State 
University ath letic complex for the 
Mem phis racquetball tourname nt. And 
there were lots and lots of tricks a long 
the way before U. of Tenness ee 
sophomor e Randy Stafford and doubles 
pa rt ner Dr. Bill King sac ked up the 
treats . 

Randy who? (not even seeded) used 
beautiful backh an d ceil ing shots and 
deadly kills to handle Giles Coors, 21-11, 
21-15, in the singl es finals. Staffo rd and 
King won the doubles, 21-4, 16-21, 21-10, 
over Ronnie Leon and Smith Schippers . 

Other little tric ks incl uded Geddes Self 
(not seeded ) winning the Senior Singles 
and Lewie Webb (not seeded ) beating 
Bob Williams (No. 1 seed) to win Golden 
Masters Singles . 

But there were tr eats like the spe c­
tacu lar wome n's com petiti on won by 
Sarah Green and th e Jun ior Singles 
battle where Dean Nichopoulos defeated 
his buddy , Steve Smi th , for the title. Fair 
warnin g to you folks in other parts of the 
countr y: Watch out for these young men! 

More Tricks; E ddie Hill , No. 3 seed, 
elimi nated in the second rou nd by Jim 
Cullen , 21-19, 19-21, 21-19. Eddie taught 
him to play four months ago . . . Dr. 
Richard Batey losin g to unr anked Ed 
Mease , 21-18, 21-20 . . . Unheard-of David 
McCa ll reaching the quarters with th ree 
ups ets over Ray Neal, Te rry Varner and 
Dr . Richard Cheek. 

But maybe the big gest tri ck of a ll was 
pu lled by Giles Coors, the defending 
champion who was accused of being one 
of the gob lins. Age 47 and witho ut having 
played one single time since last year, 
Giles played hims elf into shape during 
the tourn ament. 

In the qu arterfinals, he was down to 
Jim 111oni, 16-21, 7-17, ca lled time out and 
mayb e made a de al with th e wicked old 
witch. Anyway, he came back 21-19, 21-
20, a nd then took young Steve Smith in 
the semifinals, 21-16, 21-10. But you'll 
hear more from Smi th . 

Stafford wasn't supposed to be a ble to 
handle King in th e sem ifin als, par­
ticu larly after dropping U1e first game, 
15-21. But he rallied, 21-15, 21-11, to reach 
the finals . 

The witch 's spell cont inued in the 
doubles, where defending champ ions 
Phillip Baum and Sol Kir schner went 
down to Leon and Schippers ( not 
seeded), 14-21, 21-10, 21-11. Second ­
ranked Don Pelts and Steve Drapkin lost 
to Jerry Fondren and Rick Stevens , 21-10, 
21-13, before losing to Leon-Schippers . 

More Tr eats: Maybe the first tour ­
nament anywhere to feature all eve nts, 
from jun iors thro ugh golden masters ... 
Tremendous coope ra tion from Mem phis 
State U, with a competition format of 
Wednesday , Thursday an d Friday nights 
and Saturday a nd Sunday afternoons ... 
Huge crowds, around 500, eve ry day and 
night . . . Unbelievable publicity in 
newspapers, radio and television, 
spearheaded by Joe Tagg III .. 156 en­
tries smoothly scheduled by floo r 
manager Graham Fulton and his three 
assistants ... high-c lass referees ( 38 of 
'em), thanks to Ronnie Leon . .. Trophies 
presented at a members cookout. 

{ 

Clearing for action in the Memphis 
tournament , referee ch airman Ron Leon 
checks the court for tourn ey director 
Judd Williford {left) and floor manag er 

Graham Fulton. 
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Brumfield Dominates 
Tough Chabot Open 

By Bill Dunn 
The always tough Chabot Open was 

even tougher than usual this year as 100 
entrants, including 14 of the 32 finalists in 
the Internationals, battled it out on the 
six courts of Chabot College in Hayward , 
Calif. 

Pre-tourney pick Charlie Brumfield 
won the sin gles , 21-9, 21-13, over Steve 
Serot , then teamed with Ron Starkman to 
capture doubles from Bill Dunn and Bill 
Thurman , 21-9, 21-12. 

Two upsets mark ed first round singles 
action as Ken Creese downed Keith 
Calkins, 21-19, 5-21, 21-19, and Dery ck 
Clay upended seventh-see ded Charl es 
Drake, 21-6, 10-21, 21-14. The round of 16 
produ ced no surprises , although Ken 
Wong wa s floored by a r acquet blow to 
the hea d durin g his 21-16, 21-6 win over 
Cree se. 

Brumfield beat Randy Staff ord, 21-7, 
21-16, a nd s tayed right on top of his gam e 
to oulshoot Crai g McCoy , 21-9, 21-7, in the 
quar terfin als. 

Wong and Steve Str andem o had a 
thre e-gam e mat ch as Ken recov ered 
from a 12-5 defic it in the first ga me to win 
21-19, only to run out of gas and lose the 
next two 21-3, 21-11. Thurm a n ousted 
Keeley, who just cam e off of a qout with 
mononu cleosis , 21-18, 10-21,21-4. And 
Serot left Dunn shaking his head in a 
fant asti c display of shootin g as he rolled 
out everything to win 21-12, 21-4. 

The semifinals sa w Strand emo give 
Brumfi e ld a good run for his money but 
exper ienc e and control won aga in , 21-9, 
21-18. Serot continu ed to shoot and roll 
everythin g out mu ch to Thurm an 's 

The rules of racquetball, as published in 
the Handbook in September, will be strictly 
enforced at all IRA -sanctioned tour ­
naments . The Board of Directors calls your 
attention to : 

Rule 2 .5- Uniform . All parts of the 
uniform shall be clean and light or bright in 
color . Warmup shirts and pants, if worn in 
actual match play , shall also be white, light 
or bright, but may be of any color if not 
used in actual match play . Only a club 
insignia , and -or name of a club or 
racquetball organization may be on the 
uniform . Players may not play without 
shirts in tournament competition . 

12 

dismay , 21-5, 21-{!. 
Serot was shooting as well as anyon e 

had seen him and the finals looked like a 
gre at matchup. Steve jump ed out to a 
quick 7-2 lead , and everyon e start ed to 
think " upset ," but Charli e had other 
ideas as he ralli ed to tie it up. Brumfi eld 
got the serve back and ra n seve n s tr aight 
points to tak e a commandin g 14-7 lead 
and run it out , 21-9. The second game was 
much like the firs t with Stev e gett ing the 
early lead only to see Charlie march by to 
win 21-13. 

Charli e' s gam e plan was superb as he 
kept Serot moving neve r allowin g him to 
set up. Ste ve did not appear to be a s 
sharp as he was the day before . His kill s 
were up and man y of his sh ots cam e off 
the ba ck wall. To Brumfield 's credit he 
took advanta ge of all Steve's error s. 
Many people fe lt that Charl ie had out­
psyched Steve , other s felt that Steve's 
doubles mat ch of that mornin g where he 
hurt his hand wa s the rea son for his 
defea t. 

F irst round doubles highlight was an 
exci ting mat ch which sa w Cree se and 
Pat Moran reach 20 first in a ll thr ee 
gam es only to lose to Bob Martin and 
Mark Susson, 19-21, 21-20, 21-20. 

McCoy and Keeley blew an 11-1 lea d in 
the second gam e of the quar ter fina ls ( 18-
21) before beat ing Ma rk Wayne and Len 
Str ea m . 

The semifin a l action was exci tin g. 
Brumfi e ld a nd Star kman split the fir st 
lwo ga mes with McCoy and Keeley . The 
third game was a lways in doubt as both 
tea ms r eac hed 20. Eac h had several 
chances to win as the serv e was ex­
change d three tim es. Finall y with one 
hand down and servin g, Keeley had a 
chan ce to re kill a Sta rkm an kill a ttempt 
two feet from the front wall only to hit a 
splint er ball. Brumfi eld and Starkm a n 
won the match on the next point , 16-21, 21-
12, 21-20. 

In the other hal f, Dunn and Thurm a n 
shot well and ca pita lized on Dra ke-Sero t 
error s to win the fir st gam e, 21-12. The 
second ga me produ ced the most excitin g 
r ally of the tourn ey. With Bill an d Bill 
leadin g 9-6, Thurm an serv ed and the 
ensuing point saw Dr ake and Sero t dive 
five tim es for sa ves with the ra lly endin g 
on a hinder call as Serot dove into 
Thurm an 's legs , sending Bill into a full 
somer sa ult onto the floor . At thi s point 
Serot needed an injur y tim e out to take 
ca re of his bleeding hands. In spite of the 
de lay , Dunn and Thurm an neve r lost 
their momentum , going on to win 21-14. 

Brumfi e ld a nd Starkm an pl ayed 

superbly in the finals . The mat ch saw 
many long ceiling ball ralli es to Stark­
man, which usuall y led to a kill attempt 
and a Brumf ield rekill for the point. Dunn 
and Thurman wer e not as sharp as 
earlier while Charli e and Ron mad e few 
errors . Brumfield and Starkman easily 
won the first game 21-9, then overcame 
an early 8-0 deficit to win the second 21-
12. The third place ma tch was as good a 
specta tors match as anyone would want 
to see with Drake and Serot outlas ting 
McCoy and Keeley 21-20, 17-21, 21-19. 

The " B" eve nts were equally tough . 
Ja y J ones reache d the fina ls by defeat ing 
Bill Cormi er , 21-3, 21-16. Steve Tren t 
defeat ed J eff J ensen , 21-4, 17-21, 21-{!. 
Both Jon es and Tr ent ar e shooters and 
the fans were not disa ppointed, but 
Trent 's bac khand was s tronger and that 
proved to be the diff er ence with Steve 
winning 19-21, 21-16, 21-16. Cormier 
defea ted J ensen in thr ee ga mes for third 
place . " Three Gam e" J ensen ea rn ed his 
nickna me by being involved in seven 
thre e-gam e ma tches in his nin e singles 
an d doubles tilt s . 

OPEN SINGLES 
Round of 16 : Charlie Brumfiel d de f. 

Rand y Staffo rd , 2 1-7, 2 1-16 ; Cra ig McCoy 
def. Mar k Wayne . 21 -17, 21 -8 ; Ken Wo ng 
def. Ken Creese , 2 1-16 , 2 1-6 ; Steve 
Strandemo def. Jim Tre nt , 2 1-0 21 -8 ; B ill 
Thurman def. Bob Martin , 2 1-7, 21 - 16 ; B ill 
Dunn def. Deryck Clay, 19 -2 1, 2 1-9 , fo rf eit ; 
Steve Sero! def. Bill Bearing , 2 1-8 , 21-3 ; 
St eve Keeley def. Dave Charl son , 10 -21 , 
21 -11, 2 1-12. 

Quarterfinal s: Brum fie ld def. McCoy, 2 1-
9, 2 1-7 ; Strandemo def. Wo ng, 19-21, 21 -3, 
21 -11; Thurman def Keeley, 21 -18 , 10-2 1, 
21- 4 ; Sero! def. Dunn, 21 -12 , 2 1-4 . 

Semifinals : Br umf ield def. Strandemo , 
2 1-9 , 2 1-18, Serot def. Thu rman, 2 1-5, 2 1-
8 . 

Finals : Bru mfie ld de f. Serot , 21 -9 , 2 1-13. 
th ir d : St rande mo forfe it f rom Th urm an . 

OPEN DOUBLES 
Quarterfinal s : Br umfield-Star k man def 

Sta f for d-Bledsoe, 21-19, 2 1-3 ; McCoy ­
Kee ley def. Stream -Wayne, 21 -10 , 18 -21, 
21 -14 ; Serot -Drake def. Charlson- Messer , 
2 1-9, 21-8; Dunn-Thurm an def. Susson­
Marton , 21 -10 , 2 1- 15. 

Sem i finals : Br umfiel d -Starkman def. 
McCoy -Keeley, 16-2 1, 21 -12 , 2 1-20 ; Dun n­
Thurm an def . Serot -Drake , 2 1-12 , 21 -14. 

Final s: Br u mfield -Starkman def. Dunn ­
Thur man, 21 -9, 2 1-12 . Thir d . Serot -D rake 
def. McCoy -Kee ley, 2 1-20 , 17-21, 21 -19. 

OTH ER FINALS 
B Singles : Steve Trent def. Jay Jones . 

19 -2 1, 2 1-16 , 21- 16, Th ird · Bil l Cor mi er 
def. Jeff Je nsen, three games . 

B Double s: Jensen -Spencer Johnston 
def. Scotti e Deeds -Ceasar Garcia 2 1-20 
19 -21. 2 1-7. Th ird : Wagoner -Gree~ forfeit 
fr om l valdi -Berman . 

Senior Singles: Deryck Clay def. John 
Ha lverso n, 17 -21. 2 1-4, 2 1-18. Thi rd : J im 
Trent ae f . A l Ross ,, 21 -20, 21 -11. 

Senior Double s : Halverson -Rossi def. 
Wagon er -Green, 2 1-18, 2 1-4. 

Wom en 's Sin gles : Mindy Childress def. 
Lott ie O' Neil l, 2 1-12, 14 -21, 2 1-7. Thi rd : 
Denise Bray def. Pau la Hal verso n 21 -7 2 1-
8. ' ' 
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Arizona 
The Arizona State Racquetball 

Association was formed during an 
organizational meeting of interested 
parties held late in September at the 
Phoenix YMCA. 

The meeting was initiated by Dr. Hal 
Price who has been active in racquetball 
locally and nationally for several years. 
Also in attendance were Ron Brejtfus, 
Don Griffin, John Nore, Keith Talley, 
Ron Stulik and Dr. Stan Weinstein. The 
following officers were elected for the 
coming term: State Chairman, Dr . Hal 
Price; Vice Chairman, Ron Brejtfus; 
Secretary -Treasurer, Ron Stulik. 

The Arizona State Racquetball 
Association is now in the process of 
drafting a constitution and planning a 
schedule of events. A Class C tour­
nament is planned for November with 
part of each entry fee going for an IRA 
membership for the entrant. Also in the 
formative process are plans for " A" and 
" B" tournaments and a state cham­
pionship tournament during the early 
months of 1974. 

Tennessee 
Tenn essee state chairman Ray DePue 

has appointed Randy Stafford as vice 
chairman. Randy is young and very 
enthusi astic about the IRA. Dr. DePue 
and Stafford have met on several oc­
casions and are tryin g to establish 
governin g body representatives through 
the state. 

The Kingsport and the Tri-Cities area 
are developing a tennis and racquetball 
club and they hope to have at least one 
member of their organization on the 
governing body. 

Dr. De Pue contacted a tennis pro at the 
Knoxville Racquet Club and they are 
forming a team there. Tennessee hopes 
to have teams in every major city in the 
state with some inter<ity competitio n. 

For two or three years, Dr. De Pue has 

tried to stimulate Racquetball at the 
Knoxville YMCA by holding clinics and 
tournaments on a volunteer basis. Two 
weeks ago a 10-player, 31-point game 
tournament game was started with no 
volunteers . Each player received a call 
and a letter telling him he had been 
selected to play. The response was so 
great that they now have enough players 
for three groups of ten, and the handball 
association has even considered having a 
similar tournament. 

The entry fee is $4, of which $3 is for 
IRA membership, and the response with 
U1is was much greater than anything else 
they have done. 

The Tennessee State Open tournament 
will be held in Chattanooga the first or 
second week in February. Definite dates 
will be printed in the January issue of 
Racquetball. 

Iowa 
The State of Iow·a decided to adopt the 

Californ ia charter intact, simply 
changing the word California to Iowa. 

It was decided to hold an election of 
officers after getting each candidate's 
permission. TI1e candidates are State 

Four More States Get Mouing 

Four more states have joined the racquetball parade since publication of the 
Racquetball Handbook in September . State chairmen still are needed in Alaska, 
Mississippi, Nevada, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and West Virginia. U you are_ in­
terested , write to the IRA at PO Box 1016, Stillwater, Okla. 74074 and get the ball rolling. 

New st.ate chairmen are : 
ARKANSAS 

L. Dean O'Farrell 
PO Box 351 
Forrest City, Ark. 72335 

MAINE 
Bob Folsom 
Univ. of Maine- PE Dept. 
96 Falmouth Street 
Portland , Maine 04103 
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MONTANA 
Dr. Gary Nygaard 
FH 206 
Univ. of Montana 
Missoula, Mont. 59801 

VIRGINIA 
George 0 . Long 
Box 23 
Dahlgren. Va. 22448 

Chairman , Floyd Gallogly and Burdette 
P. Hansen. Running for vice<hairman 
are Helmut Braun and Bernard Nielson. 
Secretary-treasurer candidates are 
Cesar Farell and William J. Kelly. 

Marshalltown is planning a nother 
tournament in January. 

The question of finances was put off 
until the first tournament, at which more 
IRA members can be present. It was 
recommended that all tourname nt s 
should be IRA sanctioned and there 
should be a racquetball newsletter 
during the winter months to keep people 
up to date on Association happenings . 
This may make it necessary for some 
kind of dues . 

Idaho 
With only three members listed in the 

handbook as of September , Idaho is 
launchin g a campaig n for 50 to 100 new 
members by next fall, according to state 
chairman Robert J. Petersen. 

The Boise Racquetball Association will 
entertain the second annual Idaho State 
Championships April 25-27, 1974, and is 
urging out-of-state players to plan on 
attending. Additional information may 
be obtained from Petersen at 1475 West 
Hays, Boise, Idaho 83702. 

North Dakota 
Lee Rudrud of Fargo has been named 

state chairman in North Dakota. His 
address is 1802 Sixteenth Street South, 
Fargo, N.D. 58102. 

Rudrud succeeds Gary Graham, who 
has been transferred by his firm to 
Kentucky . Graham, who was stat e 
runner-up and state doubles champion in 
North Dakota will be looking for match es 
with Kentucky players when he arri ves 
in U1e South. 

Continued on Next Pag e 

13 



Washington 
Building around area representatives, 

Washington's state racquetball 
organization is well under way and a 
general meeting will be held in February 
at the Washington State Open tour­
nament in Tacoma. 

Area representatives have been given 
instructional packets on " Clinics" and 
will use these to help promote the sport in 
their regions . 

The representatives are Gene Altman 
of Bellingham, Terry Friedlander of 
Seattle, Bruce Galloway Qf Bremerton 
Russ Gies of Olympia, Larry Hartog of 
Wenatchee, Bob Lund of Vancouver, 
Nancy Martin of Mercer Island, Mike 
Mason of Bellvue, Doug Moore of 
Aberdeen, Steve Murata of Tacoma, Bob 
Stevens of Pullman , Barry Suta of 
Longview, Robert Cooper of Ellensburg­
Yakima and George Kovats of Seattle . 

Sid Williams of Tacoma is state 
chairman. 

The WRA plans on holding a closed 
Washington State Tournament with 
classes of play for everyone . An IRA 
membership application will be placed in 
each envelope with the entry forms . 

Bob Lund is to be commended for the 
Oxford Open which was held in Van­
couver. The facilities and hospitality 
were the finest in the area. 

Kansas 

Kent Taylor 
Kansas 

State Chairman 

The Kansas organizational meeting 
was held in September with 75 in at­
tendance. All of the Kansas Racquetball 
Association members are participating 
in a continuous ladder tournament in 
either "A", "B" or "novice" play. 

The Wichita Racquetball Club will host 
the first Kansas State Tournament 
January 25-27. The tournament facilities 
include four air-conditioned courts, two 
of which are glass-backed for viewing. 
This tournament will be open only to 
Kansas IRA members. Singles and 
Doubles competition will be offered. 

During the tournament in Wichita a 
state meeting will be held for the purpose 
of setting up state structure in regard to 
officers and policies. A state chairman 
for 1974 will be elected. Kent Taylor of 
Wichita is serving as temporary 
chairman. 
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Oregon 

Richard Walker 
Texas 

State Chairman 

Robert J. "Bob" Lund has been 
selected as the racquetball com­
missioner of Oregon. He succeeds Sandy 
Weinstein. 

The second annual Oregon Open for 
racquetball is to be held the second 
weekend of June, 1974. 

A singles event for open, B, C, novice , 
masters and women is being planned. 
There will also be an open doubles and B­
C doubles . The tournament will be held in 
conjunction with the ·annual Rose 
Festival activities. A turnout of over 121 
entrants is expected for this first Oregon 
tournament. 

Colorado 
Twenty racquetballers were present 

at an inaugural meeting of the Colorado 
Racquetball Association held in October 
at the Court Club, a newly opened nine­
court facility in Denver. 

Bernie and Lanna Greenberg will 
remain as acting chairpersons until a 
charter and by-laws have been approved. 
Area and club representatives were 
appointed to coordinate racquetball 
efforts locally. They are Dick 
Engebretson, Boulder ; Don Edwards 
and Patrick Barry , Colorado Springs; 
Mike Temaat, Fort Collins; Hank 

Rucker, Lowry Air Force Base· Ted 
Goodridge, DAC; Fritz F~nton 
Exe~utive Health Club; Ken Weiner'. 
Jewish . Community Center ; Bill 
McKenzie, Course Club; and Rick Way, 
Central YMCA. 

Four committees were formed to 
handle association business. 

The membership and publicity com­
mittee is responsible for recruitment, 
membership fees, and public relations. 

The tournament committee is 
responsible for the Colorado state 
tourney, sanctioning , tourney coor­
dination statewide, player seeding, and 
classification. 

A league committee was initiated for 
proposing a state-wide club league. 

The officiating committee is respon­
sible for the recruitment and training of 
qualified refere es and dissemination of 
rules and regulations . 

Some of the suggest ed directions and 
duties for the CRA include: 

Coordinating of tournam ents, the 
Colorado state tourney, a players and 
club directory to include names , ad­
dresses, phone numbers , club facilities, 
guest policies, fees, etc., a monthly 
newsletter , player classification, in­
structional clinics and exhibitions, 
referee clinics, and league play. 

Louisiana 
The State of Louisiana adopted the 

California racquetball charter with some 
revisions and additions . 

Upcoming regional tournaments will 
be held in Baton Rouge , Shreveport, and 
Lake Charles or Alexandria with a State 
Closed and State Open Tournament in 
New Orleans. 

The New Orleans facilities include two 
courts with top galleries . 

The state chairmen for LRA are Peter 
Michell and Jerry Winsberg . The ad-

Oops! Here's One We Missed 
1:t1rough a clerical error, the membership roster for South Dakota was accidentally 

Offiltted from the Racquetball Handbook. We apologize. If you're in South Dakota and 
looking for a match, pick a partner from the following list : 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
J im Anderson 
John Bi llion 
Tom Blanchard 
Keith Brown 
Jim Carter 
Vince Cutshall 
Mark Domanque 
R. E. Doughterty 
Don Erickson 
Kenneth Fladgard 
John Forseth 
Kathy Frank 
Tom Gonser 
Lowell Hansen 
Mark Hegg 
Beth Jernberg 

Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Aberdeen 

Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Aberdeen 

Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Fal ls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 

Jim Kirschman 
James T. Lew is 
Frank Lochridge 
John Loch ridge 
R. I. Moreland 
E. L. Nash 
Bill Ranney 
John Rude 
Jay Sch I age I 
R. L. Schmidt 
Doug Schneider 
Jeff Smith 
R. T. Tschetter 
James Volin 
John Wabasha 
Terry White 
Anson Yeager 

Siou x Falls 
Siou x Falls 
Aberdeen 
Aberdeen 

Sioux Fal ls 
Sioux Fal ls 
Sioux Falls 
Siou x Falls 
Aberdeen 

Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 
Sioux Falls 

RACQUETBALL 



visory board made up of club 
representatives includes Lee Early, Phil 
Wortman, Dan Mattingly, Ron Shaeffer, 
Mike Williams, Ken Berke, Peter Minje , 
Steven Stevenson, Michael Kearney, Mal 
Miller , Mike Williams, Ed Lucotti, Mark 
Yellin and Walter Weil. 

Upcoming agenda for the organization 
for the club will include discussion of 
LRA newsletter, directory for LRA 
members, promotion of Racquetball in 
general , and date proposed for annual 
meeting to elect new officers each year. 

Wisconsin 
Richard Wisniewski of Brookfield has 

been named state IRA cha irman for 
Wisconsin, with Dan Trost of Milwaukee 
as vice chairman and Bob Keenan as 
secretary-treas urer . 

Other members of the executive 
committee are Joe Wirkus, Hal Raether, 
Tom Guierenne, Jack Burrows and Dan 
Davis. 

Kentucky 

Paul Buckley 
Massachusetts 
State Chairman 

The Kentucky Racquetball Association 
had 17 members present at its last 
me et ing with most staying afterward to 
enjoy the new facilities of the Louisville 
Athletic Club. 

Temporary officers were elected to 
serve on the Executive Committee until a 
formal electio n can be held in con­
junction with the state tournament in 
February, 1974. These include Leigh 
Jones, Bob Bradley, Ike Gurner, Chuck 
Cooper, Jim Daopoulous, Jim Mattingly, 
Paul Rominger and Ken Porco. The 
executiv e committee then elected Leigh 
Jones to serve as State Chairman. 

Porco repor ted that the Association 
had a bank balance of $225. This balance 
repres ents membership fees plus the 
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excess of entry fees over tournament 
expenses for the state tournament last 
year . He reported that the 1972 state 
tournament was a financial success as a 
result of a large number of entrants . It 
was decided that these funds might be 
used in part to make the 1974 state 
tournament bigger and better. 

It was decided that the 1974 state 
tournament would be held at the 
Louisville Athlet ic Club during the early 
part of February. It was felt that the 
club's glass wall championshi p court 
would be an ideal place to attract at­
tention and to get publicity for the state 
tournament. It was decided that an in­
dividual would be limited to entering only 
two events in the state tournament . 

Some of the tournaments in the 
planning stages include an Eastern 
Kentucky tournament at Morehead, an 
intercollegiate tournament at Berea 
College, a Louisville Racquetball League 
and the state tournament. 

It is hoped the Lexington area might 
hold a Central Kentucky tournament and 
perhaps Louisville or some other area 
might hold a masters or women's 
tournament. 

Maryland 
The Maryland Racquetball Association 

has 40 members and they are asking all 
40 of these members to send in a list of 10 
players in their area so they will have a 
mailing list of 400. 

While in the process of getting the 
organization started they are also 
inquiring about the number of courts and 
the possibility of tournaments being held 
at these courts . 

Once this informa tion is put together it 
will be possible to know if there are 
enough interested people to elect of­
ficers, draft a charter and establish 
financial plans. 

Andrew F. Jones is temporary 
chairman of the Association. 

South Dakota 
The South Dakota Racquetball 

Association is planning a " Get 
Acquainted" tournament for a Sunday 
afternoon ( with a TV set near the court to 
watch pro football ) , with male and 
female participation . All levels will 
compete in doubles where an "A" player 
will be matched up with a "C" player, 
etc ., to even up the play. 

An open tournament is schedu _led for 
November 30-December 2. First round 
singles will begin on Friday evening with 
all other event s getting under way 
Saturday morning. 

John Rude of Sioux Falls was elected 
state cha irman, succeeding Vince 
Cutshall. John 's address is 236 East 30th 
Street, Sioux Falls, S. D. 57105. 

IRA Regions 
By Tom Sweeney 

East Regional Commissioner 
The future of Racquetball in our area 

of the nation is up to us. Nine out of 13 
states were represented in the 1973 IRA 
Regional , several with just a few players. 
No Canadian players entered . Sixty-two 
players competed. 

The 1974 Regional will again be hosted 
by the Nittany Lion Racquetball Club at 
Penn State University's eight -court 
facility . Eastern players should "point" 
to this as THE tourney for the year. A 
consolat ion round for open singles plus 
the various age groups and doubles, will 
make the trip worthwhile. 

But we need more tournaments. One 
idea is to have state challenges. We in 
Pennsylvania challenge any state in the 
East or surrounding area in a two-<lay, 
singles-doubles, team-scored match . 
Each man plays two singles and one 
doubles match per day, 31-point matches . 
Six to eight teams keep the costs down 
and host team puts up visitors. Any 
takers? 

We need to invest time to bring along 
younger players . Penn State now has an 
undergraduate team training for -the 
Intercollegiates. They'd love some inter ­
university, YMCA or JCC competition. 

We need a center for communication. 
As the Regional Commissioner , I work 
for you. If you want help running a 
tourney or bri nging over some fellas to 
play, ask and you will get help. 

Wayne Player 
West Region 

Commissioner 

By Wayne Pla ye r 
West Regional Com.missioner 

In the state of Utah plans are under 
way for the West Regional Cham­
pionships in March, 1974, at Salt Lake 
City. 

The tournament will be conducted as a 
singles tournament with no doubles. The 
divisions are 18 years of age and under, 
men's open singles, seniors (35-44), 
masters (45-54), golden masters (55 and 
up) and women's open singles. 

The Utah State Racquetball 
Association is very energ etic about 
conducting an outstanding and effective 
tournament this year. A rath er spirited 
meeting was held in September for­
mula ting commi ttees ne eded and 
selecting a chairman for each. 
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Learn From the Experts 

By Bud Muehleisen 
In the four-wall game of racquetball, 

play from off the back wall is one of the 
more important fundamentals to fully 
understand and utilize. , 

Returns played from the back wall 
incorporate all of the basic shots . The 
back wall shot is a ball which comes 
straight off the back wall. The shot may 
be played either in the air or on a bounce, 
provided it has not bounced before hitting 
the back wall. 

Back wall play requires considerable 
anticipation and the ability to quickly 
position yourself properly for the shot 
You should not have to chase after the 
ball or reach backward to hit it. Back 
wall play is difficult for beginners, since 
they have not acquired the experience 
necessary to anticipate the bounce and 
flight of the ball. In most cases, they also 
are unable to move into position to play it 
properly. 

The most common error associated 
with the shot comes with the anticipation 
of it. A player, awaiting the ball, may 
take a position either too close to the back 
wall, or too far from it. Only experience 
in learning the bounce of the ball will aid 
a player in learning to anticipate the 
bounce the ball will take. 

A good rule is to make yourself play the . 
ball in its flight, instead of taking a 
position on the court in hopes it will come 
right back at you. In the latter instance, 
the player invariably winds up reaching 
forward or backward for the ball. He 
may even be jammed by the ball as it 
approaches him and, as a consequence, 
the shot is ultimately struck in an im­
proper body-to-ball relationship. 

To correctly play the back wall shot , it 
is important that you continually watch 
the ball while it is in flight and that you 
turn and face the back wall as the ball 
goes by. As you turn and face the wall, 
you will note that your feet move closer 
together. From this position you will be 
able lo move easily in any direction in 
order to make the return. As the ball 
begins its rebound from the back wall , 
you should begin your turn to face the 
ball. 

The racquet should be at the top of the 
backswing with a full wrist cock. From 
this point, the feet should stay close 
together as you move sideways with a 
shuffle step while following the ball 
toward the front wall. Continue to move 
forward while remaining in this position, 
still with the racquet at the top of the 
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backswing, until you have finally 
determined to take your final, balanced 
stride with your front foot. This will 
enable you to properly shift your body 
weight as you begin the downswing. 
From that point you can select and 
execute any of the basic shots. 

As the ball is rebounding from the back 
wall, you should try, through use of 
peripheral vision, to locate the relative 
positions of the players on the court. 

When the ball comes straight off the 
back wall, a player is provided with one 
of the ideal set-ups in the four-wall game. 
TI1e ball is already speeding toward the 
front wall and a player merely has to get 
into the proper position to execute his 
shot selection. As the player steps for­
ward with the ball, and the racquet 
begins its downswing , a player has 
virtually every shot alternative at his 
fingertips. 

At this point, it would be advisable to 

• 

review a few of the necessary fun­
damentals to properly execute this shot. 
( 1) the lead foot should step forward 
with the ball to maintain proper balance 
as the body weight shifts during the 
downswing. (2) Continue to swing 
forward and through the hitting area to 
contact the ball in the proper body-to-ball 
relationship . ( 3) The proper height to 
contact the ball in relat ion to the floor 
will be determin ed by the shot the player 
ha s selected to execute. ( 4) It is 
re commended that either the 'kill' or 
passing shot be used most of the time for 
the ball that comes straight off the back 
wall. ( 5) Remember , that with the 'kill' 
shot you. should follow the ball forward 
until it has reached a point which is just 
off the floor before striking it. 

At times, you will be faced with a ball 
which is moving so fast off the back wall 
that you may not have sufficient time to 

Continued on Next Page 

Displaying good back-wall form, Jerry Hilecher concentrates on the ball , uses full 
body pivot and has the racquet poised as he waits for the ball to fly into hitting posi­

tion. 
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NOVEMBER 
30-Dec . 1 :Downtown Dallas YMCA 

Open , Dallas , Texas . (O S, OD , BS, BD, 35-S, 
cons) Steve Montoya, PO Box 1676, Dallas, 
Texas 75221 

DECEMBER 
3-8: Aurora Centra I YMCA, Aurora, Colo . 

Richard J . Way, 1179 Norfolk Street , 
Aurora , Colo . 80011. 

7-9 : Illinois Open , IMP E Build ing, 
Univers i ty of Ill inois , Urbana , Ill. (S on ly, 
Open , 35 -44 , 45 -over, women, cons) Don 
Webb, Natural History Survey, Un iversity 
of Illinois . U rbana , Ill. 6180 1. 

JANUARY 
6-9: Oregon Open , Portland , Ore . Bob 

Lund and Pete Lub1s1ch, JC C, 6651 SW 
Capitol Highway, Portland, Ore . 97219 . 

11-13 : Cowboy Invitational , Oklahoma 
State Un ivers ity , Stillwater, Okla . (OS, 35 -
over , BS, NovS , OD , 35 -over D ) Roland 
Treat, Stillwater News -Press , Stillwater , 
Okla . 74074 . 

12 -13: Pennsylvania State Open , State 
College, Pa. (MS, WS, MD, WD , con s S) Tom 
Sweeney , 341 I of trees Ave . No. 316, State 
College , Pa. 16801. 

18 -20 : IRA Nat iona l Invitat ion Senior 
(35 -over) Doubles, Stillwater , Okla . ( By 
inv itat ion . Anyone interested in receiving 
an 1nvItatIon sho uld write to the IRA office , 
PO Box 1016 , Stillwater , Okla . 74074, 
giving hi s age and qual ifications for sub ­
mis sion to selection committee) Myron 
Roderick , PO Box 1016 , Stillwater , Ok la. 
74074 . 

18-20: Kentucky lntercollegiates , Berea, 
Ky. Leigh A. Jones, CPO Box 2346 , Berea 
Col lege , Berea , Ky. 40403 . 

18-20 : Fourth annual Woodson YMCA , 
Wau sau. Wis. ( 24 S, 16 D l Je rrv Hoff , 
Woodson YMCA , 707 Third Street , Wausau , 
Wi s. 54401. 

25 -27: Kansas State 0-pen , W ichi ta , Kan . 
Kent Taylor , PO Box 2199, Wi chita , Kan . 
67201. 

FEBRUARY 
1-3 : Kentucky State Champ ionsh ips, 

Lou isville AC , Louisville, Ky. Ken Porco , 
3924 Lays1de Dr ive , Louisville, Ky. 40220 . 

Back Wall . .. 
position yourself facing the side wall. In 
such instances, you must r ely upon your 
body pivot to carry you around suf­
ficiently to hit the ball. As you finish your 
swing, you should complete your body 
pivot so that you finish in a position 
where you are facing the front wall. 

There are times in back wall play 
where the ball will rebound off the side 
wall and travel around the corner, where 
it will begin to die at the back wall . In this 
situation, you should face the ball and 
closely follow its path around the corner. 
At the same time , you should assume a 
full wrist cock and use whatever 
back swing the area will allow . As you 
beg in to hit the ball, you should try a full 
body pivot to assist you in executing the 
basic s trokin g fundamentals. If the ball 
is up tight to the back wall, or in the 
corner so as not to allow a swing or body 
pivot , your only alternative is to attempt 
a "wrist flick" retur n . 

NOVEMBER 1973 

Tournament 
Calendar 

8-10 : IRA National Invita t ion Masters 
(45-over ) Singles, St. Louis . ( By invitation . 
Anyone interested in receiving an in ­
vitation should write to the IRA office , PO 
Box 1016 , Stillwater, Okla . 74074, giving 
his age and qualif ications for submiss ion to 
select ion committee) Joseph A. Zelson, 111 
South Bem1ston , Suite 512, Clayton, Mo. 
63105 . 

MARCH 
1-2 : Iowa State Singles Championships, 

Mar shalltown , Iowa . Bernard Nie lsen, 1211 
West Main , Marshalltown , Iowa 50158 . 

1-3 : IRA Regional Championships, five 
sites in U. S., two In Canada (required 
qualify i ng for International Cham ­
pionsh ips) . 

East - Penn State Univers i ty , Tom 
Sweeney , 341 Toftre es Ave . No. 316 , State 
Col lege, Pa. 16801. 

South - Birm ingham YMCA, Barry Coxe, 
Alabama Meta l Industr ies Corp ., PO Box 
3928, Birm ingham , Ala . 35208 . 

Centra l-The Court House , Minneapolis, 
Malin Greenberg , 2009 Westwood Hills 
Drive , M inneapol is, Minn . 55426 . 

Southwest - Texas Christ ian U nivers1ty, 
Pete Wright , Rickell Athletic Center Gym, 
Texas Christ ian University , Fort Worth , 
Texas 76129 . 

West-Deseret Gym, Sa It Lake City, 
Wayne Player , Deseret Gym , 161 North 
Main , Salt Lake City , Utah 84110 . 

Canada - East in Toronto or Montreal, 
West in W innipeg or Calgary . For in­
formation write CRA , 10325 - 114 Street , 

No. 22. Edmonton. Alberta, Canada T5K 
1S2. 

15-16 : Iowa State Doubles Cham­
pionship s, Davenport , Iowa . 

28 -31: IRA National lntercollegiates, 
Univers ity of Tennessee, Knoxville. 
(Li mite d to matr iculated students at an 
accredited university or college. A Singles , 
B Singles , Doubles) Dr . Ben Plotnicki , 
School of Hea lth. PE and Recreation , 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville , Tenn . 
37916 . 

APRIL 
4-7 : IRA International Singles Cham­

pionships , San Diego. (Open, 18 -under 
Junio r . 35 -44 Senior, 45-over Masters, 
Women' s, also Women 's Doubles . Singles 
qualifying for 64 bracket required through 
IRA Regional s) Dr . Bud Muehleisen, 7860 
Mission Center Court, Suite 103 , San 
Diego, Cal i f. 92110 . 

25-27 : Second annual Idaho State 
Championships , Boise . Robert J. Petersen , 
14 7 5 West Hays Street. Boise , Idaho 
83702 . 

JULY 
17-20: Canadian Nat ional Klond ike, 

Edmonton, Alberta . For full information 
write Canadian Racquetball Association, 
10325- 114 Street, No. 22 , Edmonton. 
Alberta , Canada T5K 1S2. 

OCTOBER 
10-13: IRA Internat io nal Doubles 

Championships , site to be determined. No 
qualify i ng required . ( Open, 18 -under 
Junior, 35 -44 Senior , 45 -54 Masters, 55-
over Golden Masters) . 

r::::; Fundame::~of Racque::a:✓-----,..-.,,,,.✓✓✓. 
~ . -- First Sound and Color Technique ~ 
~ \ 

I A most fo~:::~,:::~'.::~:o~o~ G<eat to, p,omotfoe ol R,oq,elball as I 
~

1 

well as covering the basic fundamentals of the game . ~, 

Super 8mm with sound 75 .00 

Super 16mm with sound 150.00 

~ write to: THE KINGS COURT ~ 
\ 7001 Cahill Road :J\ 
L\ Edina, Minnesota 55435 

✓.✓.✓.✓.-----r'.-✓-.✓✓✓.-----11"'-✓-✓ ✓ ✓------r'.✓/// 
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Racquetball ... 

A Sport Everybody Enjoys 
EDITOR'S NOTE: Eve n the general 
news med ia a r e di scove r ing that 
rac quetba ll is a sport for everyone ­
men, women an d child ren. This feat ure 
stor y appea red in the Flo ren ce, S. C., 
Morning News dur ing a, rece nt tour­
nament a t the Florence YMCA. 

By Fra nces Ellis 
Women's News Edi to r 

A double eli m inati on ra cqu etball 
tourn ame nt is under way a t the YMCA 
with 24 playe rs, one of whom is a young 
mother of three children. 

" I feel som ewhat embarr assed at 
being the only female player." Mrs. 
Gerr y (San dra ) Gri ffin sai d. " I 'm ra ther 
ill at ease at playin g a bunch of men. But 
I'm looking forward to the challen ge, for 
I have n't rea lly had any for over a year. 

" I know that I play the game well 
enough to give them a good gam e but this 
ma le-fema le business might affect them , 
as well as me," Mrs . Griffin continued. 
" I'm not a 'Woman 's Libber ' and not 
trying to dis play any of that , a nd that 's 
what I 'm afraid they might think ." 

- --

Racquetball is an indoor game played 
in a handba ll court with four walls . It 's 
played with a rac quet sim iliar to a tenn is 
one, but it has a short handle. TI)e play is 
with a soft r ubber ba ll. 

Sandra Griff in (the on e w i thou t the be ard ) pla ys Dr . Hun ter Sto kes in a tou rname nt 
at Flor ence , S.C. He won , but he had to wo rk fo r it, 21-20 , 21- 19. 

The game is relatively new in the 
United Slates , and like any sport , 
originated with men. But it has a lot of 
women in the U. S. ac tively parti cipat ing 
now. In fact, Mrs . Griffin rea d t he other 
day that the new U. S. cham pion is a 37-
yea r-old woman from Texas . 

While she 's never played in a national 
tourn ame nt, Mrs. Griffin has played 
another woman who did play in St. Louis 
las t yea r . 

Her husband is Athletic Director of 
Fran cis Ma rion College, and is quite a 
spor ts enthu sias t. The way the two met 

each other can be tr aced back to the 
sports field, too. 

" Gerr y play ed wi th th e P hillie s 
bas eball organization profess ionally , and 
they were in my hom e town - Pierre , S. 
D. I was a specta tor and we met quite by 
ac cident ," Mrs. Griffin sai d . " Baseba ll 
players are forward , you know, and in a 
small town of 10,000 people, he just in­
troduced himse lf to me." 

She had just finish ed her freshma n 
year at the University of Oklahoma , and 
was not too active ly inter est ed in sports . 

" So, I did not begin active ly until I 
mar ri ed Gerr y," Mrs . Griffin sa id, " and 

GOLDEN MASTERS DOUBLES INVITATIONAL 
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Va ncouver , B.C., will play host to the 1974 IRA Gold e n Maste rs Double s 
Invitation al January 25-26-27. Eight tea ms will be invited to jo in the We-st 
Canada repr esent ative f/}t round -robin play , 31-point gam es. Th ere will be 
two rounds Friday , three Saturday and three Sunday . 

John M. Ch ambers , 409 Gr anvill e Stre et, Suit e 505 , Vancouv e r, B.C. , and 
Jack Duncan will serve as tourn ament directors. Any team in th e 55-a nd -ov er 
group interested in an invitation should writ e to th e" IRA , P. 0. Box 1016 , 
Stillwater, Okla . 74074 by January 1, giving ag es and qual ific ation s. 

he taught me ever yth in g - golf, 
bas ketball, tenni s, volleyba ll and now 
racquetbal l. I just took hold of it, for I 
like the speed. It 's the only game I know 
tha t yo u wa lk aw ay compl ete ly 
exhau sted, but feeling gr ea t. It 's a 
demanding game, really good exercise ." 

The gam e fitte d into her schedule , too, 
for she was teach ing a nd the mother of 
thr ee childr en - both dem anding ac ­
tivi ties in themse lves. That 's anot her 
reaso n she liked ra cquetball-"i t 's a 
fanta stic wor kout in only 45 minu tes ," 
she explain ed . She considers her self 
"hooked" on the gam e. 

The only problem she' s found in 
F lor ence ( they move d her e fr om 
Laur inburg N.C., last year ), is tha t there 
are not enough women in the ar ea who do 
play . In Laurinbu rg ther e was a woman 
ph ys ical e du ca tion is t who enjoye d 
racquetball as mu ch as Mrs . Gr iffin 
does; a lso young college girls there 
playe d. 

Since she' s been in Floren ce, she finds 
herself playing r acquetball a lmost ex­
clusively with her husb and. " He's such a 
superior player , though, that I never 
win," Mrs . Gr iffin sa id, "and it gets 
ra ther dis coura ging for m e. I guess I 
have a competiti ve spiri t becau se I do 
like to win, too." ' 

RACQUETBALL 
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Beginner's Clinic 

By Sid Williams 
The name of this game is " racquetball, " not pad­

dleracquets or paddleball. Sanctioned racquetball may be 
played by two or four players . When played by two persons it 
is called "Singles;" and when played by four persons , 
"Doubles." Another game which may be played by three 
persons is called " Cutthroat. " 

Racquetball, as the name implies, is a competitive game in 
which a racquet is used to serve and return the ball. 

The objective is to win each rally by serving or returning 
the ball so your opponent is unable to keep the ball in play . A 
serve or rally is won when an opponent is unable to retw-n the 
ball before it touches the floor twice. 

Points are scored only by the serving side when it serves an 
ace or wins a rally . When the serving side loses a rally , it 
loses the serve. A game is won by the side first scoring 21 
points. A ma~'.:h is won by the side first winning two games. 

Court dimensions are 20 feet wide, 20 feet high and 40 feet 
long, with the back wall at least 12 feet high. 

When playing in a tournament, a player may wear any 
light colored clothing he desires as long as it does not ob­
struct the view of the ball passing between his person and his 
opponent, play ers may never play without a shirt. 

Total length and width of the racquet may not exceed a 
total of 27 inches. 

To get a proper grip on your racqu et, shake hands with it. 
There is a thong on every racquet, the purpose of which is 

to help preven t injury from occurring to your opponent or 
yourself. Anytime you are actively engaged in play, this 
thong must be wrapped around the wrist. You may never 
change the racquet from one hand to the other until after the 
point or rally has been completed. 

Your serve is one of the most important weapons in any 
player 's game. The serve is the only time during play when 
you will have com plet e control of the ball. Concentrate on 
every serve, take your tim e, make the ball go where you 
want it to. Keep the ball as close to the wall as possible. 
Never serve a ball down the middle of the court . Vary your 
serves, vary the servi ce speeds and keep your opponent off 
balance and guessin g as to what you will do next. 

The racquet is also a weapon and should always be used to 
attack . A strictly defensive player will almost never win a 
point or a match , unless extremely lucky . As your abilities 
increase, you will learn how to use this weapon to make your 
opponent play your game and thus defeat him. 

Court strategy: Center court posit ion is as important as the 
serve. Center court position is the only time you can reach 
any part of the court by using the same amount of physical 
effort. The player who r etains center court position will 

Continued on Next Page r ....... __. ....... __. ....... __. ....... __. ........ __. ........ __... ....... __. ....... __. ....... __. ....... __. ....... ___ ....... ___ ..., __ ..., __ ..., ___ ....... ___ ..., ___ ..., ___ ..., ___ ..., ___ ....... __ ....... ___ ....... ___ ..., ___ ....... ___ ..., ___ ..., ___ ..., ___ ..., ___ 1 
! . In the past three years that I have been A wiru:ier of the women's open singles in the ~ 
~ m the IRA, a lot of the emphasis has been regional tournaments to the In- ~ 
~ on the men . Even though there are ternationals. ~ 
~ women in the IRA who are very good w Om an' S Now you men stop and think for a few ~ 
~ players and should have an equal op- seconds. When you ente r the regionals, ~ 
~ portunity in the sport, they do not come V' , t sure you want to win and that's what you Irr,; 

~ close to getti~g a fair shake, I think. f ewpof n c_ame for. But doesn't _the fa~t of a fr~e ~ 
~ What I 'm saymg is as follows: ll_cket to th~ lnternallonals _1f you win ~ 
~ Let's say a girl is interested in the give you a httle more enthusia sm about ~ 
~ game of racquetbaU. So she hears of a winning and the game itself. If it doesn't, ~ 
~ sta~e. to':ll"nament. Maybe the com- I'm sure the women wou~d appreciate it lrri: 

~ petition 1s good or maybe it's bad . and become more inter ested in ~ 
~ Anyway, she wins. racquetball. lrri: 

~ Now, the next step is the regionals. But I myself am looking forward to the ~ 
~ suppose she doesn 't know of the lnt ern~tiona!s . thi~ year. But not the ~ 
~ regionals, or that they even exist. Here's expens ive tnp 1t ~•II ~ost me to fly from ~ 
~ where the IRA state chairman comes in . Kentucky to California, plus room and ~ 
~ He should send her a Jetter informing her ;..ari-,,,, 1>?ard. If the IRA, I hope , s~ould decide to ~ 
~ when and where the regionals wi11 be pick up the tab for the re g10nal women 's ~ 
~ held. singles, I will try my hardest and with a ~ 
~ This letter should be sent to au the lot more_ e?thu siasm to win that tour- ~ 
~ winn~rs ~f the state tournament. ·"· 1; 1,.,,. nam ent m 74. . . ~ 
~ This bn_ngs up another point that has Evie Morguelan '.fhank you for taking the tune to read ~ 
~ ~~n floating around for quite a while and 1973 Women's this. . ~ 
~ 1t !S about time the IRA brings it into South Region Sincerely, . ~ 
; existence. The point is sending the Champion Evie Morguelan ~ 

~ ! l,__,.........,..__,.........,..__,.......,__....,__...., ___ ..., ___ .., ___ ...,__....,__,.........,..__......,..__,.......,__......,..__. ........ __....,__. ....... __. ....... __. ....... __. ....... __. ....... __......,..__. ....... ___ ..., ___ .,.... ___ ..., ___ ..., ___ ..., ___ .,.... __ ...,.,j 
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almost never lose, because the advantage is always his. 
One of the most effective ways to remove a player from 

center court position is with a high lob shot that does not 
come off the back wall. This shot is hard to master and takes 
practice, but once mastered you will always be able to move 
into center court position as your opponent goes back to 
return your lob shot. 

No matter what sport you pursue, baseball, basketball, 
tennis, or racquetball you will always have to know where the 
ball is. I have seen too many players hit the ball and then 
watch the front wall for it to be returned . This is wrong! 
Watch the ball from the time you pick it up to serve it until 
just before your opponent hits it. 

Do not, and I repeat, do not turn your body around or face 
your opponent after having served or returned the ball in 
order to see his return, but watch the ball out of the corner of 
your eye while your body is facing the front wall. By 
following this simple rule you will be able to anticipate where 
and even how your opponent is going to play the ball, and you 
won't be hit too often . 

Hinders: Players may only call a hinder on the backswing ; 
all other hinders will be called by the referee, whose 
decisions will be final. Anytime you feel another player is 
hindering your shot, view or progress to the ball , and the 
referee neg lects to call a hinder , wait until after the point or 
rally is over, then turn to the referee, raise your hand and tell 
him what you feel is being done. By doing this you have made 
the referee and your opponent both conscious of what you 
feel. 

Anytime you strike a player with the ball or your racquet, 
do not hesitate to apologize for havi ng hit him . It is only a 
sign of good sportsmanship . Besides, I cannot think of a more 
dangerous situatio n than two persons , with racquets, who 
dislike one another locked in a room together. 

WHOLESALE 

TOURNAMENT 
MODEL BAND IDO CARBON 1050 16.90 

ALL AROUND AND BAN DIDO 
TOURNAMENT PLAY AN D LITTLE BANDIDO 12.00 

MOST SWIN GER N.S. LITTLE SWINGER 9.20 
POPULAR 
MODELS RBE 7 .50 

13188 7 PLY LAM INA TE NYLON STRUNG 8.00 

13175 ALUM INUM 16 .75 

13126 TLP EXTRUDED ALUMIN UM 20 .00 

Practice with a purp ose. Eve ry playe r has his weak points 
and I am sure most of us know what they are. If a court is 
unoccupied, go in and practice your backhand or forehand 
shots . Start off by hitting the ball to the front wall with your 
worst shot, do this to a count of between 50 to a hundred 
times. Don't try to kill it. Then concentrate your efforts on 
placing the ball where you want it to go, again 50 to 100 times. 

If you are playing with an opponent and it is not during a 
tournament, practice your weak shots against him when the 
opportunity presents itself. You may lose, but so what? Too 
many of us rely on our best shots too much to win a game . 
When practicing with an opponent you consider to be much 
better than yourself, serve to his power more than you serve 
to his weakness . Why? Having served to his power you should 
know where he is going to go with the ball, anticipate his shot 
and move to return it. How can you ever hope to improve or 
beat this person if you cannot handle his best shots? Winning 
a game is not always that important if you have learned 
something. 

It is the serving side 's responsibility to make sure your 
opponent is ready to receive the serve . Look back, see that he 
is ready, and then serve. You have 10 seconds to make each 
serve. You may not bounce the ball more than three times 
while in the service box. The ball must be served on the third 
bounce, a dropped ball while in the service box counts as one 
bounce; bouncing the bal l more than three times will result 
in a side out. 

When receiving the serve, assume a ready stance; up on 
the balls of your feet with the racquet up in front of you. Keep 
your racq uet up duri ng play, this will he lp you be ready to 
ret urn the ball. Too many of us carry our racquets around 
our knees during play and cannot react fast enough to make a 
return . 

Now we are ready to play. 

RETAIL 

25.00 

17.50 

13.75 

10.00 
I 

11.00 

l~ 20 .00 

25.00 .\ 

in stock - RACQUETBALL RACQUETS by Leac h 
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RACQUETBA LL TROPHI ES AT BETTE R THAN WHOLESALE PRICES 

WHOL~ALE PRICES AVAILABLE TO SPORTING GOODS STORES, COLLEGES. 
YMCA"S. IRA RACQUET BALL CLUBS ONLY. ALL INDIVIDUALS MUST PAY 
RETAIL PRICES 

SEAM CO # 558 IRA OFFICIAL RACQUETBALLS 

RACQUET SALL GLOVES RIGHT OR LEFT. HAND 

WHOLESAL E RETAI L 

9.50/Doz. 12.00/ Doz. 

2.25/Pr. 2.75 / Pr. 

Sports A ward s Co. 
4351 N. MILWA UKE E AVE. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60641 
Telephooe: 282-8060 
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Hart Surprises 
The Illinois Invitational Top 16 tour­

nament, played at the Glen Ellyn YMCA, 
resulted in many surprises. 

A relativ ely unknown tournament 
player , John Hart , won the event rather 
easily, defeating Tim Plum 31-11, Paul 
Nigro 31-19, Don Webb 31-14, Sam Carl 31-
17 and Sam again in the finals, 31-17. 

The format was double elimination 
with 31-point games, to give the par­
ticipants an opportunity to play more 
matches and meet more players than 
normally . The tournament was such a 
success that a doubles tournament was 
scheduled on the spot so the players could 
get together again for more competitio n 
and good fun . 

Many well-known players -suffered 
early upsets in the singles, probably due 
to the lack of summer play and con­
ditioning. 

Sam Carl placed seco nd by defeating 
Frank Hinds 31-7, Dan Little 31-24, Bob 
Troy er 31-4, Bill Barnes 31-28 and Fred 
Blaess 31-26. After losing his first match 
to Barnes 17-31, Blaess took the long 
comeback road to third olace bv beating 
Ron Rashkow 31-12, Graham Moore 31-
30, Ron Johnson 31-21, Barnes 31-17 and 
Little 31-22. 

FREDBLAESS 

Hilecher Wins 
For the first tim e since both s igned 

professional contr acts, Steve Serot and 
Jerry Hilech er met in the finals of the St. 
Louis tournament, with Hil ec her 
upholding his No. l seed on an 11-21 21-20 
21-20 victory. ' ' 

The first game started with Serot 
jumping to a big lead and running it out. 
Jerry built up a big lead in the seco nd 
game, but served a t leas t 10 time s for the 
21st point before getting it on a roll-out. 

The third game was as close as it 
sounds, with both diving and retri eving 
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" impossible " shots before Jerry's kills 
work ed out a 21-20 victory . 

Jim Dix downed Scot Berman , 21-20, 
18-21, 21-18, in A Sin gles and Art Albert 
stopped Jordan Yavitz, 21-10, 21-{), in 
Masters . Other winners were Marty 
Hogan in B, Larry Fairchild in B-1, Ben 
Kollman in novice and Bill Armstrong in 
Masters-2. 

DAN HI LECHER 

Pete's Wright 
Pete Wright of Fort Worth defeated 

Tom McKie of Da11as in three games to 
win the open sing les champ ionship of the 
second annual Houston JCC tournament. 
Richard Spear downed Dino Solomon for 
third place and Jerry Winsberg of New 
Orleans won consolations. 

Spear and Bob Hill of Houston took 
open doubles over McKie and Luther 
Bernstein of Dallas. Wright and Jerry 
Kalmins of Houston were third . 

Masters singles went to Milt Karp of 
Houston over V. Z. Lawton of Norman, 
Okla., with Steve Bierpiel the consolation 
winner. Special thanks go to tourney 
helpers Aaron Pasternak, Henry Lesky 
and Sam Cohen. 

BOB HILL 

German Festival 
This )'.ear, . as in the past eight years, 

Ramstem A1.r Base in Germany con­
ducted the annual Sports Festival during 
the Labor Day weekend. 

For the past two yea rs, parti cipation in 
the racquetball event has more than 
doubled . We had 24 entries and although 
most of the players had limited ex­
perience, we had an outstandin g tour­
nament. 

Pat Elber~ defeated Mike Mojer, 19-21, 
21-7, 21-13, m the singles finals . Elbert 
and Mojer then teamed uo to win 
doubles, 21-10, 21-12, over Buford Parnell 
and Kenneth Renfrow . 

eil Spauldin g of Munich won the 
consolation singles by defeating Joe 
Lager, 21-20, 20-21, 21-20. This match took 
zi~ hours. 

MIKEMOJER 

Welter Champ 
Mike Welter continu ed to dominate 

area play as he swept to victory in both 
open singles and open doubles in a 
tournam ent hosted by Fort Rucker , Ala . 

Competition was held in open singles 
and doubles and novice singles, with a 
novice player de fined as one playing less 
than one yea r and not havin g reached the 
sem ifinals of any tourname nt. Jim 
Herring did an outstandin g job as 
tournament coordinator . 

Competition was keen in all three 
classes with many interesting mat ches 
resulting . Participation was so good that 
Fort Ruck er plans to held a " small 
games " tourname nt durin g the 
Christmas holidays , with eve nts in­
cluding racquetbal l, handball, squash, 
badminton, table tennis and horseshoes . 

Welter defeated Billy Johnson in the 
finals, dispatchin g his much faster op­
ponent, 21-18, 21-10, with powerful kills 
and well placed ceiling shots and Z-balls. 

In the quarter final s, Welter defeated 

BIG WINNERS ON OKINAWA in the Naha AFB tournament were, from left-Bennie 
Luck, doubles champion; Craig Je s ter , doubles runn er-up with J. M. Davis; Terr e nc e 
K. H. Wong , singles champion ; and C. T. Forrester Jr ., doubles champion. Wong also 
won squash singles and was third in handball 
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Wally Ondrey of Lido Plastics, and John 
Armstrong, Ed Wiseman and Bruno 
Bertolin of West End YMCA. 

During the three-0ay tournament, 
played m 85-degree weather (and up), 
the 42 players consumed two boxes of 
oranges, used over 350 towels 
demolished 72 racquetballs, drank ove; 
6,000 ounces of soft drinks and polished 
off enough food and drink for 70 at the 
banquet. 

Wrong Sport? 

Fort Rucker trophy winner s were, from left -Larry Larkin , novice single5 champ 
and op en doubles runner-up; Billy Johnson , open singles runner-up; Dick Meaney , 
novice runn e r-up ; Tom Barvinchak , fourth in novic e; John Sparks , open doubles 
champ ; Larry Janis , third in novice; and Mike Welte r, open singles and doubles 
champion. 

Hugh Durham, head coach of Florida 
State University's fine basketball team, 
made his mark in racquetball by winning 
the IRA Florida State Championships at 
the Clearwater YMCA. 

Durham defeated FSU student Chris 
Morris , 21-19, 21-3, in the finals. Morris 
had downed Tom Stidham, winner two 
years ago, in the semifinals, 21-18, 21-10, 
while Durham .was stopping Robert 
Rathbun, 21-4, 21-0. 

Bob Link, 21-7, 21-20, coming from behind 
2-19 in the seco nd game . He met his 
toughest test in the semis in Butch 
Truesdale , losing a 21-19 cliffhanger in 
the first game but coming back 21-0, 21-
15. 

Johnson reached the finals by beating 
his doubles partner and former U. S. 
Pentathlo n athlete Baisal Scnith in a 
gruelling two-hour match, 21-19, 14-21, 21-
13, and then taking John Sparks, 21-20, 21-
5. 

Welter and Sparks didn' t lose a game 
in doubles, blitzing their semifina l op­
ponents, 21-0, 21-2 and then trimming 
Truesdale-Larkin , 21-16, 21-11, in the 
finals . 

Larry Larkin dominated the novice 
class, showing poise and skill in 
sweeping through the field. Dick Meaney 
placed second , Larry Janis third and 
John Barvinchak fourth .. 

ROBERT WELTER 

H iudt in Canada 
Mark Hiudt and Tom Kutas came up 

from the Cincinnati JCC to meet in the 
final s of the first Toronto YMCA In­
vitational racquetball tournam ent at the 
West End YMCA and Hiudt won the 
champio nship, 5-21, 21-18, 21-8. 

The 42 participants represent ed 12 
clubs from different cities across Canada 
and the U.S. The lar gest out-of-town 
group came from Cincinnati, but the 
furth est entry was Bob Pickell of Van­
couver, with Jack Ditcher of Calgary a 
close second. 

Hiudt adva nced to the championship 
round by beating Tom Nicholson, Leo 
Mar ssocci , Tom Polanic and Bob 
Abrams, each in two games. Kutas ap­
peared to tire in the 95-0egree heat in the 
finals, after bea ting Ivan Velan, Joe 
Cardarelli, Joe Tyree and Ron St. Louis . 

Velan took third place over Abrams, 
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17-21, 21-15, 21-10. Earl Linzon was 
consolation champion. 

The Sportsmanship A ward, combining 
ability, character, fairness, self-control 
and skill , was awarded to Leo Marssocci 
of the Rocheste r YMCA. 

Donations and prizes were received 
from Bob Story and Ken Halsall of J. E. 
Seagra m 's, Ektelon Ra cQuets. Bill 
Williams of Caravan Trailer Rentals, 

Defending champion Steve Walker did 
not participate in singles but teamed in 
doubles with Steve Flowers. They were 
unable to repeat as champions, however, 

Continued on Next Page 

Some 
Seamco is working overtime at its Connecticut plant to 

solve the racquetball breakage problem and hopes to have a 
satisfactory answer by the first of December . 

Don Strong of Seamco, in a telephone conversation 
November 13 with Myron Roder ick, IRA Executive Director 
apologized to the membership and said he and the company 
feel terrible about the problem of breakage. 

Strong explained that the supply of basic rubber used in 
manufacture of the Seamco 558 ball , official for all IRA 
tourname nts, had been cut off and that the rubber obtained 
from a new supplier produced a different chemical reaction. 

After unsuccessful attempts to solve the chemical 
problem, Seamco has stopped production of the ball and will 
not make any more until the problem of breakage is solved. 
Additional chemists have been hired and outside agencies 
are being used to test the ball to assure a satisfactory 
solution, Strong said . 

Seamco is working all day and part of the night on the 
problem and hopes to be back in full production within two or 
three weeks, he added. 

Strong emphasized that the company apologizes to the IRA 
membership and assures that Seamco is doing everything in 
their power to solve the problem quickly. 

Roderick advises IRA members that he will keep them 
informed of developments, either through Racquetball 
Magazine or through a news letter from the national office. 
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bowing in the finals to Durham and 
Morris, 21-17, 21-15. 

Barbara Reed upset defending 
champion Judi Cyril, 21-16, 21-0, to win 
women's singles. Pam Walker and 15-
year-old Nancy Hamrick made it to the 
semifinals. 

Dan Stark, an 18-year-old newcomer 
from Port Huron, Mich., won the junior 
title over John Milano, 21-10, 17-21, 21-8. 
Milano is Florida 's state USHA junior 
handball champion. 

Senior singles was a battle of IRA 
officials , with state chairman Herb 
Frank winning over regional com­
missioner Tom Stidham, 21-15, 21-16. 

A Class B tournament also was held, 
with titles going to Charles Behar of 
Tampa in singles and Ron Featherstone 
and Phil Hitchcock in doubles . 

This was the first time the Clearwater 
Y's annual tournament has been held as 
an official IRA meet. 

Gary Graham and Dennis Hanson 

A Fargo Frolic 
Dennis Hanson defeated Gary Graham 

in the all-Fargo finals to win the open 
singles title in the North Dakota state 
racquetball tournament at the Fargo ­
Moorhead Y. Hanson is a youngster with 
strong potential. 

Hanson and Graham then teamed to 
win doubles over Alex Cooley and Felix 
David of Grand Forks, 12-21, 21-20, 21-14. 
Dorwin Marquardt of Fargo won singles 
consolation and Lee Stewart and Dick 
Sisler won doubles consolations. 

Obed Oas of Fargo defeated Felix 
David in senior singles and Kay Mc­
Donald of Fargo downed Kar en Olson of 
Fargo in women's singles. 

24 

THERE'S LOTS OF SPACE for spectators around the glass-wall court at the Aurora , 
Ill., YMCA . Bleachers can be installed behind the sidewall. 

SOS Challenges 
The SOS Racquetball Club of Modesto , 

Calif., was officially organized in Sep­
tember with 83 memb ers, 56 of them 
belonging to the IRA . We are shooting for 
200 members within t,..,,o yea rs. 

The club has three very active ladd ers . 
On top of the heap is Dave Lucy in the 
"A" divi sion, followed very closely and 
challenged by Frank Dickason, Gordy 
Drysdale and "old man" Guy Dunscomb. 

Ron Dale moved up to " A" after 
winning the club's "B" championship , 
but the you ng guys are comi ng on strong 
with Jim Harrity, Doug Niebauer and a 
host of other young fellas ta king over. 

SOS hosted the Castle AFB team of 
Merced for a racquetball fun day in 
October. Great fun and beer was had by 
all. Any others interested in contesting 
SOS, call Jerry Hook or Dan Garcia. 

Helpin g to further the racquetball 
cause was the recent challenge by the 
SOS tenni s professional. Word got around 
and it was standing room only. The first 
game was tennis pro, hands down. The 
next two it was all ra cque tball as Lynn 
Jamison, our valiant champio n, made a 
good fight. 

DAN GARCIA 

Supreme Court 
A new, 14,000-square-fo ot racquetball 

arena known as The Supr eme Court has 
opened in Sunnyvale, Calif., north of San 
Jose. 

A joint venture among Deryck Clay, 
Bud Muehleisen and Len Stream, it 
houses nine courts initially with room for 
expansion. The two-story facility in­
corporates a private club upstairs and 
caters to the gene r a l public with a 
downstairs locker room. 

Kelly's a Lion 
Gordon Kelly and Ken Pechumer 

trave led from Grand Rapids, Mich., to 
the Nittany Lion Invitational Singles 
tournament at Penn State University and 
wound up in the finals, with Kelly posting 
a 21-15, 16-21, 21-14 victory. 

Kelly reached the finals by defeating 
Gene Grapes of Pittsburgh, 21-3, 21-15, 
while Pechumer downed Charlie Shapiro 
of. Butler , Pa ., 21-18, 21-11. 

Luke St. Onge of State College, Pa., 
won conso lation and John Cork hill 
defeated Vic Ciraldi, 21-19, 21-13, in the B 
finals . 

There were 12 entries each in A and B, 
playing round-robin Friday and Saturday 
with a single eliminat ion tournament 
starting Saturday night. The players took 
a Saturday afternoon break to watch 
Penn State's powerful football team roll 
over West Virginia. 

Hosts Luk e and Ev St. Onge and Ed 
and Tina Owen opened their homes and 
provided lo ts of good food and 
hospitalit y. 

This was only Pechumer 's second 
tournament and he is a cold assassin on 
the court who will do well in the future. 

TOM SWEENEY 

Gordon Kelly (right) receives his Nittany 
Lion trophy from tournam ent director Tom 
Sweeney. 
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Indiana State 
The Indiana State "Y " Open 

racquetball tournament took place at the 
Jordan YMCA in Indianapolis, which 
provided excellent facilities for both the 
players and spectators. 

Ten different cities were represented 
with a total of 36 players. Trophies were 
awarded for first, second and third 
places, plus Ektelon warmup jackets to 
the champions . 

In the Class A finals, both Earl Dixon 
and Jim Knauer played excellently, with 
Earl corning out the winner before a 
large turnout of enthusiastic spectators. 

The Masters was won by Jon Ohleiser 
of Anderson, over Bill Lowe from In­
dianapolis in a hard-fought, three-game 
battle . Lester Brown defeated Lloyd 
Delman in two games in Class B. 

Five of the six finalists in the three 
classes were from Indianapolis, which at 
present appears to be the strong 
racquetball area for the state . Plans are 
already under way to make next year's 
tournament better, with an even greater 
representation throughout the state of 
Indiana. 

Indiana State champions were Earl 
Dixon (left) in Class A and Le,;;ter Brown 
in Class B. 

Clinic Impressive 
Racquetball clin ics and exhibitions in 

West Virginia are making their mark . 
Lester Jarboe reports on one at the 
Wheeling YMCA: 

"Thooe who watched the exhibition 
were amazed at the power and con­
sequent pace at which the game can be 
played. The clinic served one major 
purpooe-to help draw attention and give 
significance to racquetball. This fact is 
very important as we try to set up a 
program of diversified physical ac­
tivity ." 

Get the message? 
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TOP SPOTS on the Memphis Navy 
racquetball ladder are held by Dick O1-
sonoski (left) and Dave Thomson. 

A Long Day 
The second annual Hoosier 

Racquetball Tournament was held at 
Indiana University's 12-court facility in 
Bloomington. It was planned and coor­
dinated through the efforts of Arlen 
Brown, professor of mathematics and 
also an enthusiastic player in the 
Masters class. 

The men's open was won by John 
Travaglio of Illinois, overcoming Earl 
Dixon with a third-game default after 
two exhausting 21-20 struggles. A 
newcomer with a familiar name, Larry 
Zeitman of Louisville, won the men's 
consolation. 

Sandy Martin took the women's title in 
Continued on Next Page 
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three hard-fought games over C. 
Richardson. Both are from Indiana U. 

The tournament featured players from 
the neighboring states of K_entucky and 
Illinois, as well as Indiana hosts, and it 
proved an exciting tournament despite 
90-degree summer temperatures . 

After the Saturday round, a house 
party was held at the home of Dr. and 
Mrs. John Joyner for socializing, 
relaxation and refreshments . 

EARLDIXON 

Zeitman Is King 
Many of the top racquetball players in 

the South converged on the Atlanta JCC 
on short notice for the Atlanta Open. 

This was the first time any racquetball 
tournament was played in Atlanta and 
the gallery was impressed. It is hoped it 
will become an annual event. 

Mike Zeilman of Louisville had little 
trouble winning open singles, defeatin g 
Dr . Bill King of Memphis, 21-15, 21-16, in 
the finals . Randy Stafford defeated Marc 
Auerbach for third plac e as the top four 
seeds held up all the way . 

Impressive showings were turned in by 
tournament newcomers Joe Ycaza and 
Frank Johnson, both of Atlanta . Ycaza 
had Zeitman 20-16 in game one, but 
couldn't hold him and lost 21-20, 21-12 

Zeitman and longtime friend Bruce 
Kranz defeated Stafford and Davey 
Bledsoe in the doubles finals with Bob 
Siegel and Auerbach third . 

f Q \ 

Mike Zellman 

26 

BIRMINGHAM CITY-WIDE trophies went to, from left-Andy Smith , singles and 
doubles champion ; Jim Jordan, singles runner-up and doubles champ; Jerry O'Neal, 
consolation winner; and Richard O'Neal , third in singles. The O'Neals were runner s- up 
in doubles. 

McComas Wins 
Jam es McComas of Raleigh YMCA 

won the Carolina!) YMCA racquetball 
tournament in Sumter, S. C., as Dr . J. J. 
Britton of Sumter was runner-up for the 
second straight tournament. Scores were 
21-10, 21-18. 

McComas made the finals with an hour 
and a half victory over the outstanding 
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Scorecards 

2¢ 
each 

young player from Florence, Gerald 
Griffin , 21-13, 18-21, 21-14. Dr. Britton 
defeated Terry White of Kq11napolis, 21-3, 
15-21, 21-15. 

Mccomas played the role of iron man 
by compet ing in doubles , too, but he and 
L. T. Wadsworth lost to Bill Wilson and 
Wal t Olman , 21-12, 12-21 , 21-
5. 

Raleigh YMCA won the team title with 
Sumter second . The second Sumter 
tournament will be held next August. 

JACK HARVIE 
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Welcome, Rookie 
By Pete Wright 

The Rickel! Athletic Center on the 
Texas Christian University campus 
served as the focal point for the First 
annual Fort Worth Racquetball Open, 
with 68 eager entrants from severa l 
states . 

The open doubles bracket was 
dominated by the outstanding team of 
Tom McKie , and Luther Bernstein, 
Dallas. Riding McKie's potent left side 
kills and Bernstein 's phenomenal digs, 
the two disposed of Jim Austin and 
Walter King in the finals , 21-20, 21-6. A 
"B" doubles event was introduced with 
Harold Cooper and Bruce Alger of Dallas 
laking top honors over Robert Holiday 
and Armando Cortez of Houston, 21-12, 8-
21, 21-11. 

The fireworks in singles centered on 
the sizzling backhand of Houston's Jim 
Austin who in a battle of Texas' No. 1 and 
2 players outmaneuvered Fort Worth's 
Pete Wright in the finals, 21-14, 21-16. 
Gordon Kelly of Grand Rapids, Michigan 
subdued McKie for 3rd, 21-8, 21-14. 

In the " B" brackett, IRA women's 
champio n Peggy Steeling displayed once 
again her ability to handle ' 'most" of the 
men, although losing to Virgil Thurmond 
of Dallas in a marathon semifinal , 21-20, 
20-21, 21-12. In the finals , Houston's 
Holiday used finesse and speed to outplay 
Thunnond 21-12, 21-16. 

A " Welcome to Racquetball " award 
was provided for newcomer Jay Schiller 
of Fort Worth. An accomplished per­
former in several sports ( not including 
ra cquetball) Schiller was allowed to play 
both A and B singles , but was somewhat 
disappointed when he discovered his first 
opponents were a " large, older gen­
tleman " and a " little lad y". Well the 
little lady was Steding and the older 
gentleman was Dallas' Bill Sellars. 
" Super Tex " and " Dr . Bill" quickly 
illustrated that age a nd size do not 
always const itu te performance in this 
activity . Jay proved a good sport and we 
hope he will play in our next tournament. 

BLAST-OFF champions at Topeka, Kan ., 
were Larry Barnes (left) in Class B and 

John Ca ss on in Class A. 
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CHAMPION of Class Bin the Tournament 
of Eights at St. Louis was 15-year-old 
Marty Hogan , who didn't lose a single 
game. 

North Chicago 
Scheduled to open in mid-December is 

The Court House, a brand new 10,000-
square foot facility in Northbrook, Ill., 
the first of its kind in the northern 
Chicago area. 

At present, the only racquetball areas 
in the vicinity are a YMCA, a downtown 
sports club and a local college, although 
some tennis clubs are adding a few 
courts because of the demand. 

Verne Reich is manager of the new 
layout, which will ha ve eight regulation 
courts, carpeted locker rooms, saunas, 
exercise and sun rooms and a pro shop . 

Milwaukee 
Jerome Pershing beat Al Tetzlaff, 21-

12, 21-7, in the singles finals of 
Milwaukee 's Class B tournament at the 
Central YMCA. Jim Rech won con­
solations over Tony Snarksi, 31..g_ 

Claude Manning and Wally Plazak 
captured doubles , defeating Rech and 
Bob Keenan , 21-19, 21-10. 

RICHARD WISNIEWSKI 
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''HAPPINESS IS A FLAT .ROLLOUT!'' 
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~ GENERAL SPORTCRAFT CO., LTD., BERGENFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07621 e:,.j.J 

If indeed, " HAPPINESS IS A FLAT ROLLOUT " then " PERFECTION" 

is the new model 13126 SPORTCRA FT ALUM INUM 

RACQUET. Just look at how beauti ·ful it is! Besides everythin g 

else , it has replaceable head cove rs. Hence, no 

marr ing or wal l b ind. See it , and the rest of our complete 

line , at your Authorized Sportcraft Dealer. 

., 



If you 're planning 
. '• '. 

on NEW COURTS 
ur 12 page insert in the 1974 
WEET'S CATALOG will soon be 

1 
l\rflflN. ~J available to your Architect 

;\\.1~1..Vl' \1 or Builder ... chock full of 

e ...-..- current inf : ~ tio ~ o~ ~rR T 

• • • 

CONSTRUCTION 

With the ever-increasing popularity of Handball, 

Squa sh, Racquetball an d Paddleball, new and 

better court facilities are being planned to 

meet the growing deman d . As a result, we now 
feel the necessity of offering a wider se lection of 

Cour t Types to fit the varying needs of buyers 

as pre sented in the panel op posite . 

Consistent with our continuous program of 

research and development and backed by 

twenty yeai:s' experience in the court con­

str uction field, we can now ofter thes e 5 
options to Players , Clubs and Or gan izations 

the world over. 

·~ 

' "' I 

OPTIONS 
offering the most modern 
methods and quality mate 
available on today's buil 
market. 

1 OUR "INDE 
America's STRO" COURT 

1gst~tant p~~~ 7:uaranteed -F . 
ea for either indii;t - comp1~fe1:nd Weather-

2 OUR "62-P" or outdoor consf;ucc~/ged -
With WALL PAN on. 
esin P~~'f,-;esis tant, dimeEL. COURT _ 

Packaged Whhn~1Jb;::~n. ~t~~;t:;k;n!table, fiber-
3 OUR PREF ed accessoriesor staining . 

AB "N · the UL TIM INLOCK®" 
r,-iodules ATE in bea WOoo COU 
tnstallatio~arefully co~;!;; p,recision and RI T -

. or fast P ay. All 
4 0 ' easy ind UR "Mo o~ 

guarantee/ ULAR STEEL" F 
labor skills accurately lumbRAMING SYSTEM 
system . employed fh Walls r -

available anywh e easiest i efardless of 
5 OUR ere. ns ailed stud 

PREFAB 
HOUSING 1, 2 cg~R T BUILDIN G 

io~om,pletely Prefab _3 COURTS -
o court t rtcated u • 

and air control YPes installe/' .t With Your s I 
• including ,. e _ec-

tghttng 

"--~'" For information on any one of the above items, we will gladly mail you a 
separate brochure on the subject of your pai-ticular interest. Please specify your 
preferred se lection together with name and address. You will have it promptly at 
no obligat ion. 

D. B. FRAMPTON & COMPANY 33 SOUTH JAMES ROAD 

CO LUMBUS, O HIO 432 13 • Phone 614-239-9944 



Take one along when you go courting. 
Whatever Seamo Racquet­
ball Racquet you pick, it ' ll 
be the finest in its class . 

If you like the new and 
unique, there 's the new and 
unique Seamco Aluminum 
Racquet with super-size 
sweet spot, exclusive 
string support system, and 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
P O Box 1016 Stlllwater, Oklahoma 74074 

one -piece extruded frame . 
If you're more inclined 

towards the trad itional, 
there's the VIP. The top 
wooden racquet in our line, 
it features a rugged 8-ply 
laminated frame , imported 
black perforated leather 
grip, and nylon wrist thong . 

See all the Seamco 
Racquetball Racquets, plus 
the Seamco Official IRA 

I 

i I 
\ j, 

\l ,, . 
Mr . Will i nm L. ~ch~ ltz 
24 18 Cha mber l a in Ave! 
Madi s on, wr 53705 

Racquetball at your favorite 
sporting goods store or 
department. Seamco Sport­
ing Goods, New Haven, 
Connecticut 06503. 

SE'iilllco.JO 

'7 3 CH-IRA 




