


Demolish your opponent's game with the 
newest, most advanced racquet in the game 
-the DP Boron Graphite. 

The unique combination of light but power­
ful boron and durable graphite results in a 
supremely efficient frame with little vibration. 
Boron fibers provide increased strength in 
the areas of greatest stress, and the sun­
burst string pattern maximizes racquet 
performance. Diversified Products 

The DP Boron Graphite. To demolish, Opelika, Alabama 
to crush, to kill ...To win. Compton, California 
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,------------------ PU BLISH E R'S COLUM N 


IT'S NO JOKE 


Jason Holloman 
Publisher 

H
ave you heard this one? How 
many psychiatrists does it take 
to change a light bulb? -Only 

one, but the light bulb really has to want 
to change. It 's worth a chuckle, anyway , 
but here's one that isn't funny at all. What 
is the one thing that will guarantee con· 
tinued growth in racquetball? Junior's 
programs in the clubs, but the clubs must 
really want to do them . 

Why do the clubs in the U.S. have such 
a hard time putting together juniors' pro· 
grams? Of course, maybe they just don't 
want to have young players around the 
club. I suppose the arguments against 
juniors' programs would be that there isn't 

any money in having younger people in 
the club, that the older members frown on 
younger people racing around and that 
the adult social style of the club would be 
cramped with juniors around. 

These are all pretty good arguments, 
but I look at tennis and golf and I think 
that the attitude these sports have toward 
their youth is very healthy . Yes, they are 
in the way a bit, but their enthusiasm is 
catching. True , young people do not have 
tons of money to spend at the snack bar, 
but they do bring their friends to play, and 
play and play . 

Think of the other successful youth 
sport programs in this country-Pop 
Warner football, Little League baseball, 
Red Cross swimming programs, tennis 
summer camps-I'm sure you could think 
of others. Wouldn't it be great if we had 
racquetball up there with the rest of them? 

It is possible, you know. Typically, a 
club is slow mid.morning, mid·afternoon 
and Saturdays. Sounds like we could 
have a few juniors around then without 
too much havoc. What if we started 
school intermural competition right after 
daily classes? It could probably be fairly 
simple to set up. All you would need to do 
is help organize something like, say, The 
Racquetball Club at your local high school 
and you're in business. Just think what 
could happen to a club if all the high 
schools in your area had tournaments. 
What if you could get the schools to give 
a sports letter in racquetball? You'd 
probably have to beat the kids away with 
a stick there'd be so many! It is a fun 
sport , after all. 

Saturdays and summer are perfect 
times to get kids on the courts. Maybe 
give them some discount court time and 
set up a little kitty for Saturday tourna· 
ments for kids between 8 to 12 years old. 
It could be a round·robin in each age 
bracket and the winner could take home 4 
to 5 bucks. Hey, it's better than mowing 
lawns. 

These ideas are just off the top of my 
head and may be a little rough, but I think 

you can get the gist of what I'm trying to 
say. With a little planning, juniors' pro­
grams would be fun and in the long run, 
profitable. Foreign clubs have seen that 
right away. The first thing they have tried 
to set up is juniors' programs because 
they know that without new blood any 
sport will slowly wither away. 

If you have any suggestions about how 
we could have successful youth programs 
for racquetball, I would like to hear from 
you . Perhaps by summertime we could 
really have something. 

A funny thing happens every time we 
put this magazine together. Drew, our 
editor, calls together an editorial meeting 
and we all sit around a table and scribble 
on our little yellow note pads. Invariably, 
Drew looks up from his list of stories and 
says in a worried tone, "I don't think we 
have enough to fill up this issue." Not to 
seem disrespectful, I always nod in solemn 
agreement, but inside, I'm smiling, 
because I know what's going to happen. 
It always does. 

What happens is that because an issue 
might look a little shy of editorial, we all 
go out there and drum up new and inter­
esting stories, so by the time deadline day 
swings around, I've got a pile of manu­
scripts on my desk and no room to put 
them in the magazine! 

Sure enough. That's what happened 
this time. Why, we had to throw out three 
really good articles! But, we kept the most 
timely ones for this month . 

First of all , there is the racquet guide, or 
more properly, The New Racquets for 
1984·85 . This is not a list of all the rac­
quets from all the companies. We did that 
last year. 'vVhat this is, is a catalog of the 
newest offerings from the major compan­
ies ... and just in time for Christmas, eh? 

Next, I want you to read the interview 
with Scott Hawkins. The interview tells 
that it's not all peaches and cream to be a 
pro player. Scott is a fine gentleman and 
the pros are as good a guys as you'll 
meet, but sometimes talent and opportun­
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wash and wear 
and wash and 
wear and wash 
and wear and ..• 
What happens to a racquetball glove 
that Isn't washable 7 AfterJust a few 
games it looks like a dehydrated 
vegetable. 

The Buckskin glove. on the other 
hand. won't shrink or harden. It stays 
pleaSingly tacky and tight. It's machine 
washable, machine dryable and 
amazingly thin. Double stitched for 
durability the full fingered polyure­

thene suede keeps your 
palms dry your strokes 

rock solid. 
What's more, the 

Buckskin glove comes in 
more sizes than any other 

glove available today 
Suggested list, only 59.95. 
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ity do not lead to happiness. Turn to 
page 12. 

Do you know the rules of the game? I'll 
wager you probably don't, at least, not all 
of them. There's a good reason for this 
ignorance, you see, the WPRA, the 
AARA and the men's pro game all have 
different rules! Otto Deitrich has provided 
us with an in-depth look at rules that you 
will find fascinating. He's a good writer 
and knows his subject. Otto's article 
starts on page 19. 

Part five of Jerry Hilecher's series on 
the Greatest takes us back to the intro­
duction of the drive serve into racquet­
ball. You'd think the drive serve would 
have been around since the game's incep­
tion, but no, Jerry tells us that a player 
named Ken Guinty might have some­
thing to do with it, and he didn't even play 
racquetball! Details on page 21. 

Steve Strandemo continues his 
Advanced Racquetball instructionals with 
Part Two of the Serve. It covers the "z" 
and lob serves. It's required reading and 
there will be a test after you finish this 
magaZIne. 

Also, Steve sent us a great story on his 
October visit to Japan_ Great pictures 
and a good narrative from one of racqut­
ball's finest teachers. Did you know that 

the Japanese already have 1,000 seat 
glass exhibition courts? Neither did I. 
There are more interesting glimpses of 
Japanese racquetball in the article on 
page 30. 

We've had a lot on Japan, mainly 
because eveybody and his marketing firm 
have been flying over there lately to see 
what's up. However, let's not forget our 
neighbors to the north, Canada. If anyone 
is going to challenge America's domi­
nance of racquetball, it's going to be 
Canada's strong players. Let me intro­
duce to you in this issue, John Hamilton, 
Executive Director of the Canadian Rac­
quetball Association and Lindsey Myers, 
President of the Canadian Professional 
Racquetball Association. Their interview 
is on page 33. 

There are tournament results from var­
ious indoor and outdoor tournaments and 
naturally, our regular features such as the 
News and such-important stuff, so don't 
pass it up. Oh, yes. Check out the tour­
nament schedule for the WPRA, the 
men's pros and the AARA. It started out 
looking like nothing was going to happen, 
but, apparently, International Racquet­
ball is going to be hopping around franti­
cally trying to cover it all for you. See you 
in December! • 

TACKI-MAC' 
THE GRIP THAT HOLDS ON 

WHEN THE GA TAKES OFF. 

COME TO GRIPS WITH T ACKI-MAC 

COLORFUL SLIP-ON 

EASY APPLICATION 

TESTED & PROVEN 

BEITER THAN LEATIlER 


To get your hands on the newest Q) 
sensation :0 

in racquetball grips, check with your ~ 
pro shop or send $8.00 per grip to: ~ 

Tacki-Mac Grips, Inc. 
5891 New Peach Road 

Suite 107 A Qi
Doraville, GA 30340 (ij 

Q)

(404) 451-0514 o 

IIIKINGSPORTS 
Toll free 18001535-3300 

14081923-7777 In California 



EDITOR'S COLUMN 

DON'T LET THE MAGIC 
DISAPPEAR 

Drew Stodd ard 

Editor 


You've got to remember, 

If you lose the spirit 

The magic disappears . 


Pablo Cruise 

I 
want to share with you an expe­
rience I had a few days ago. 
I think you may find it 

interesting. 
Last Friday I drove from our offices in 

Reno down to Santa Clara, California, to 
interview Scott Hawkins who was, until 
recently, one of the top players in profes­
sional racquetball. The result of that trip 
appears later in this issue, and I strongly 
urge you to read it all; it may not be the 
cheeriest piece we've ever printed, but it is 
certainly one of the most important. 

I have wanted to do an interview with 
Scott since the day he called me a few 
months ago and said he was quitting pro 
racquetball. As a writer I knew it would 
make a fascinating story-"Top Player 
Calls it Quits at 22." I also thought it was 

a story everyone needed to hear . But I 
hesitated calling Scott because I knew 
that talking about his years as a racquet­
ball pro, and his problems with the game 
before he quit, would be an emotional 
experience for him. As it turned out, he 
handled it quite well. It was , however, a 
highly emotional experience for me. 

Scott and I first met about five years 
ago. He turned pro about the time I 
started traveling with the tour as a photo­
grapher for another magazine. Traveling 
that much can become a pretty lonely 
experience-it was for me-and Scott 
and I quickly found that we had a lot in 
common (not the least of which was a 
fondness for offbeat movies). We became 
close friends , and it wasn' t long before 
that freindship extended beyond just the 
time we were on the road. 

So I was excited to see him again as I 
pulled up to his house-we hadn' t seen 
each other since the Ektelon stop in May, 
the last tournament he ever played. It felt 
good to shake hands. We talked a little 
and then walked to a park near his house 
where he used to playas a kid. We sat on 
a little grass knoll, and with his eyes fixed 
on the blue sky above us he began to 
expose the painful side of life as a profes­
sional athlete. In the beginning, what he 
described was not foreign to me-I was 
once a young racquetball player obsessed 
with being the best. For a while he told the 
story I expected to hear. 

But then, after we had talked for an 
hour or so, he started expressing feelings I 
had no idea he'd ever felt. He talked of the 
people around him, and of how they acted 
when his success suddenly turned to 
disappointment. 

" I didn't need the blind mass appro­
val," he said, "and I hated it when I got it 
and didn't deserve it. .. and these same 
people gushing on you, and then turning 
on you . I was aware of how superficial it 
all was , but I didn't really have a secure 
understanding... it hit me too much 
emotionally." 

His voice broke as he described the 
confusion of betrayal , the pain of being 
worshipped one day and discarded the 
next. My heart broke as I heard him say 

it-I was clearly part of the betrayal he 
felt . With a sick feeling in my stomach, I 
realized that our friendship had somehow 
gone into hibernation about the same 
time he dropped out of the top ten. 

I reached over and turned off the tape 
recorder and asked Scott point-blank if he 
felt like I had betrayed him . Like a good 
friend he said no; that he understood I had 
just become busy with my job at the mag­
azine, that there just wasn't time to be 
together any more. Like a dunce (and a 
typical man) I just nodded and let that 
explanation stand; it seemed good enough 
for the moment. 

We finished the interview and said 
goodbye. As I explained why I couldn't 
stay longer, I climbed into my truck to 
head back to Reno for my all-important 
deadline. 

As I drove back alone , I couldn't get 
Scott's words out of my mind . The more I 
thought , the worse it got. I couldn 't deny 
to myself that somehow our friendship 
had cooled when his ranking began to 
drop. But why? That friendship was very 
important to me when he was 19 and had 
no ranking at all. 

Then I remembered-sensitive person 
that I am-some of the stupid things I had 
done . I remembered the time we were 
having dinner in Portland when I razzed 
him about throwing a tantrum on the 
court that day in his match with Harnett, 
and then I laughed when he was obviously 
hurt. I remembered the Ektelon tourna­
ment in Anaheim, and how, after he lost, 
he asked me two or three times if we could 
get together and talk, and I said I was too 
busy shooting the important matches. 

Most of all, I asked myself why? Why , 
in all that time we spent together­
tournaments, going to the horse races in 
Boise, bumming around Monterey-did I 
never have a single clue that Scott was in 

. so much pain? Why wasn't I the one who 
said I'd be there to support him whatever 
he decided to do? 

Then something came to me. For 
months I've been quietly struggling with a 
problem in my own life; after being a 
fanatic for 14 years, my desire to play 
racquetball has been slowly dying since 
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about the time I took my position with this 
magazine. For lack of a better explana· 
tion , I've just chalked it up to getting 
older. But that wasn't it-the answer was 
hidden just behind Scott 's well-chosen 
words . I had become so obsessed with 
excellence that I began discarding every­
thing less, and in the process I'd pitched 
the very thing that brought me into rac­
quetball in the first place-it was a way 
for me to spend time with people I loved. 
Somewhere along the way I lost the spirit, 
and when that happened the magic 
disappeared. 

A lot of you who are reading this are 
still in the early stages of your infatuation 
with racquetball. At the risk of sounding 
preachy, I ask you to remember this: 
There is nothing magic about going into a 
big white box and viciously attacking a 
little blue ball. It may sound dumb, but it's 
true; racquetball doesn 't matter, people 
do. That is the real spirit of sport, and the 
source of its magic . 

When Scott and I shook hands and 
said goodbye on that sunny Friday after­
noon in front of his house, we promised 
each other that we would take the time , 
and make the effort , to salvage an impor­
tant friendship. It is a promise I intend to 
keep. • 

It~s here! 
Super-Kill­
the newgeneration
ofracquetbaH string
that delivers amazing
action on the ball! 

• t .::/" ," ".. ' 

. ..:'..'! / /~\ \ 
, ';'''. ! ;­ ~ . '. (.<.~.

i-' (:-"/ \'~ -I \. ~ 
l..c ' . 9.\ . 

MANUFACTURED IN TH E U.S.A. 

T his s leek 16-gauge m ultifil amen t nylon string is je t black in co lor 
-the pe rfec t compani on fo r th e new gra phite racquets . Restri ng yo ur 
racquet with Su pe r- Kill and yo u' ll fee l th e d ifference in you r firs t 
gam e-more power wi th out sac rifi c ing co n tr ol-and lo ts more ac ti on , 

CKETSTRINGS 



NEW PRODUCTS 


Ektelon Announces Apparel 
Line "The Total Fitness 
System"for 1984 

Ektelon is extending their styl­
ish apparel line to accommodate 
not only the racquetball enthu­
siast, but active participants in 
any sport with "The Total Fitness 
System." 

Ektelon's new "Total Fitness 
System" introduced for 1984 is 
a major change in the area of 
clothing. This totally coordinated 
sportswear "System" enables the 
entire clothing line-from shirts 
and shorts to warmups-to 
complement each other in fash­
ionable, stylish units. 

Ektelon' s "Total Fitness Sys­
tem" features only the finest in 
fabrics including cottons and bi­
blends. This year Ektelon will be 
adding to their easy care wash­
and-wear fabrics the lightweight, 
new sportswear material, 
Polypropylene. 

A total of 52 functional styles 
will be on the market this year. 
This innovative sportswear 
"System" will feature 24 vibrant 
colors for men and 23 rainbow 

New Sweet Spot Clothing 
Sweet Spot designs practical 

and fashionable clothes for rac­
quetball players. They feature 
practical and exclusive designs 
such as the terry cloth sweat 
towel that attaches to the trunk 
to keep you dry during play 
without leaving the court. 

Sweet Spot designs come in a 

colors in the women's line. 
The 1984 garment line was 

designed by Laura Evans, one 
of the country's top active wear 
designers. Evans has designed 
both men's and women's clo­
thing lines for many of the top 
clothing manufacturers in the 

variety of styles and colors to 
meet your club and/or individ­
ual needs. For more information 
please contact: 

Sweet Spot 
P.O. Box 20026 
EI Cajon, CA 92021 
or call 
(619) 442-2100 

United States and Europe. She 
has designed award winning lines 
for such sports as tennis, aero­
bics, skiing, running and 
swimmmg. 

Ektelon's "Total Fitness Sys­
tem" in 1984 will offer the con­
sumer creative styles, flashy 

Monogramed Sox & Warm­
up From EQ 

Set the mood for your next 
work-out with EQ Enterprise's 
new colorful A TTACKWEAR 
monogramed warm-ups. Made 
of a revolutionary Satin-Fleece 
fabric, the warm-ups are light 
weight, yet keep your body at 
the right temperature before and 
after your games. The warm­
ups come in white/navy and 
white/red in sizes from extra­
small to extra large for only 
$49.00. 

Match up your warm-ups with 
smart, extra thick ATTACK-

colors in an extensive, expansive 
and innovative line this season. 

Ektelon, headquartered in San 
Diego, is a division of The 
Browning Company, of Morgan, 
Utah. 

WEAR sox. The overcalf tube 
sox come with your choice of 
navy, red, green, light blue, 
maroon, and pink logos to go 
with any outfit. Three pair for 
$10.00. 

For more information call EQ 
Enterprises toll free: 1-800­
824-7888 'Operator' 590. 

New Women's Fitness/ 
Aerobics Shoe 

Kaepa, Inc., innovator of the 
two lace/split-vamp sports shoe, 
introduces the K-218, specifi­
cally designed to meet female 
physical fitness needs. Light and 
cool, the attractive K-218 fea­
tures a wave-design rubber out­
sole, an EVA midsole and built­
in arch supports cushioned with 
an EVA sponge intersole. The 
exclusive Kaepa lacing system 
provides a custom fit for every 
foot, increasing support, insur­
ing comfort and reducing foot 
mJUrIes. 

For more information contact: 
C.P. Adams, Kaepa inc., 
800-531-5825. 
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HEAD PUTS POWER 

IN PERSPEcrIVE: 


Pure power 
is great stuff. 

And power is 
what Head's 

Apex and 
~!§§§~-~~& Vector are 

Other racquets designed 
for. Their enlarged hitting areas 
provide Head's biggest sweet spots 
ever. So you get more power, less 
vibration and absolutely no mercy 
on the kill. 

But pure power is not always 
enough. To win, you need control 
and maneuverability, too. So 
Head made the Apex and Vector 
not only bigger, but faster, stiffer 
and stronger as well. . 

WITH A QUICKER 
PROFILE 

~~F1J~ 
.fff6 ... ~.. 

Head . ­ . Other racquets 

See how air flow.s easily 
around Head's aer- oa~vnalffil'cau 

The Head 
Graphite A.pex 
-the ultimate 
performance racquet. 

slick frame. That reduced wind 
resistance gives you split -second 
responsiveness and maneuver­
ability. So you can surprise your 
opponent with a drive, a pinch 
or an unexpected cut-off. And 
nothing overpowers like a surprise. 

WITH A STIFFER 
FRAME 

. - ~) -:: - ... :'(.-'­
- .f _ _ \ --. 

Head's stiffer -frames help_ 
you ov~rRO\yer your opponents 
with accuracy. You see, the_ball 
follows a truer"more accurate . 
path as it rebounds off the face of ­
astiff ueL So you get great 

We want you to win. 

Visit your Head dealerSQon. 
Try a Graphite Apex OT-Head 
Vector and see howa bigger sweet 
spot,-a slicRer profIle and firmer 
frame can help you- overpower 
your opponents with finesse as 
well as force. . 

extra siiffand 
lightweight for the 

-advanced player. 

©1984 AMF. 1m:. 

placement control. That means 
more drives go right down the 
line and more pinches end up as 
winners, time after time. 

You're looking at Head's in­
tegrated throat design. It provides 
built-in reinforcement against 
twisting. So when you're forced to 
hit a tough shot off-center, it helps 
you turn a bare save into a winner. -
NowthC:\t's a powerful advantage. 

ITALL ADDS UP TO 
.WINNING PERFORMANCE 



NEWS AND LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

$2,500 Women's Only and were respectful of the ama­ be 3,000 miles away from home was a model of journalistic 

The Tampa Bay Court House 
will be holding a women's only 
tournament on November 30 
through Decmeber 2 with $2,500 
in prize money available to con· 
testants. The tournament will 
have professional and amateur 
divisions and door prizes will be 
awarded to all amateurs who 
enter. 

Considering that there is a 
major women's WPRA stop 
scheduled for the same time, the 
prize money will be up for grabs 
to new women pros . For more 
information about thetourna· 
ment, contact Karl Nicks at the 
Tampa Bay Court House, 7815 
North Dale Mabry, Tampa, 
Forida, 33614, or call , 
813·932·5321 . 

WANTED CLUB MANAGER 
To manage large racquetball facil­
ity in West. Must have experience 
in all phases of club management, 
including promotion, organization, 
and computerized membership sys· 
tems. Salary com. with experience. 
Please send resume to: 

Bob Petersen 
The Courthouse 
7211 Colonial 
Boise, Idaho 83705 

Editor's note: 
We printed this letter a cou· 

pie of issues ago, but somehow 
we didn't catch the numerous 

teur referees that we supplied. 
However, the real purpose of 

this letter is to commend Marty 
Hogan. A lot has been said 
about Marty both pro and con. I 
must admit to being extremely 
concerned about his attitude at 
this tournament, since I, like a 
few others I'm sure, had heard 
of his supposed "bad" reputa­
tion. Without question , Marty 
Hogan was cooperative, under­
standing and available at all 
times. The media in Baltimore 
were constantly putting them­
selves upon him for newspaper 
interviews, "live" TV cut·ins to 
newscasts, special requests that 
meant he had to be available at 
the club two hours before his 
starting time and, in general, 
constantly after him. He handled 
himself as the consummate pro· 
fessional. Every request for 
autographs was honored. On 
the court, he displayed profes· 
sionalism with the amateur (does 
a professional exist?) referees 
and was sportsmanlike toward 
his opponents. I know I speak 
for the Baltimore/Washington/ 
Pennsylvania people who at­
tended this tournament. .. 
Thanks, Marty, for setting an 
example for racquetball players 
to follow! 

I hope you will print this letter 
because I truly feel these players 

for 12 days because his father 
was scheduled for throat surgery 
and a cancer biopsy and I asked 
him not to go to Sacramento. 

Further, Jim and I did attend 
the Baltimore tournament for 1 
day and we travelled by car a 
distance of 75 miles; hardly 
comparable with a 12 day Cali­
fornia stay. Jim lost in the round 
of 16 as you so pointedly 
remarked in your article. It was 
an unkind comment in an oth· 
erwise well·written piece. 

I have always encouraged 
Jim as he progressed from novice 
to amateur open champion. 
(#I·Ektelon Nationals, #2-DP 
Nationals, #3·AARA Nationals) 
and I have watched almost every 
one of his matches during that 
time. He is a fine gentleman on 
and off the courts and a credit to 
amateur racquetball. I wish I 
could say the same for some of 
those who were the first to throw 
stones. 

Incidentally, congratulations 
to the U.s . Team. Our hearts 
were with them even though we 
could not be there. 
Sincerely, 
Frank Cascio 

While we certainly sympa­
thize with Mr. Cascio's com­
ments, we have to wonder why 
none of the top AARA officials 

restraint. 

Dear Editor, 
I read your column entitled 

"The Magic 6f Numbers" with a 
great deal of interest. 

The simple solution to this 
dilemma might be to have an 
independent rating service like . 
ARHS handle the pro·rankings. 
We have to political axe to grind 
therefore we would be totally 
unbiased plus, the "magic of 
numbers" is our area of expertise. 

Talk to Luke St. Onge and 
take a look at the program · we 
will be reporting for AARA this 
season. 

There are a lot of different 
approaches to the rating and 
ranking of player performance 
and we have probably spent 
more time studying and devel· 
oping systems than any other 
single source In racquetball 
today. 

Publishing has always been a 
politically tenuous business with 
so many masters to serve. I can 
see the difficulty of also attempt· 
ing to do the pro·rankings. 

Good luck on your second 
publishing season. 
Kindest regards, 

American Racquetball Handicap 
System 
Patrick J. McGlone 
President 

mistakes in typesetting which 
made the letter almost incom­

and the sport need more of this 
type of publicity. Thanks for 

who were in Sacramento-in· 
cluding U.S. Team coach Ed We certainly agree that the 

prehensible. We would like to 
apologize for the errors and 
print it again . 

your consideration. 
Sincerely, 
Dave Pivec 
Joe Larson 

Martin-were given the cour­
tesy of any such explanation. 
It 's not difficult to understand 
why most of them were so upset 

ARHS system might be a good 
answer to the problem of rank· 
ings in the men's professional 
game. In fact, we will shortly be 

Dear Editor, Tournament Directors when, on the last day of the doing a story on the recent 
.We have just concluded the tournament, they received word agreement between the AARA . 

1984 Toyota· Lite Beer East Dear Editor, that jim had participate.din the and ARHS for the latter to do all 
Coast Classic here in Baltimore. As subscribers, my son Jim Baltimore pro stop. As for only of the national amateur rankings. 
I feel an obligation to publicly and I read your September arti­ going to Baltimore for one day , The problem, and one of the 
comment on the deportment of cle, (U.S . wins IARF World how long would jim have been points of the article, is that there 
the professional players who Championship) with shock and willing to stay had he continued is currently no governing body 
participated in our event. Gerry dismay. winning? for the men's pro game, and 
Price, Ed Andrews, John Eger­ I quole, "Cascio's personal Our comment about jim's hence no one who cary give 
man, Rueben Gonzalez, Corey commitment was his participation elimination in the round-of·16 ARHS or any other group the 
Brysman, to name a few, were in a non-ranking professional in Baltimore was not intended authority to keep the men's 
cooperative and helpful through. event in Baltimore, MD. (Cas. to be unkind, or kind for that rankings. It is certainly our hope 
out the entire weekend. The cio lost there in the round of matter. It was simply a state­ that some type of governing 
Gross brothers, and Jack New· 16)." This statement is inaccu· ment of fact , and we felt it was body will soon appear, and it 
man would be included as well. I rate and irresponsible and did an important part of the Sacra­ will then be our pleasure to pub. 
would have to say that most all nothing to help amateur mento story. Considering most lish their official rankings 
handled themselves very well. racquetball. of the quotes we were given regardless of where they are 
They met every starting time For the record, Jim could not about the incident, the article kept. 

10 



In case you haven't been 
introduced, CBK (/~Sproper 
name is Graphite CBK'M) is 
the most powerful racquet 
in racquetball . . 

Thats why top pros like 
Dave Peck Lynn Adams 
andMike Yellen all play . 
w/~h I~. And why I~S used 
by more topfournament 
players than all other 
racquets combined. 



INTERVIEW: 

Scott Hawkins 

The Storyofone DIan who said"no" 


The mostlaudedJuniorplayerofalltime 

talks about the dark side of life as a 


Professional racquetball player 

Every month, in this magazine, we 

attempt, through the use of interviews, to 
bring you the story of an individual who 
represents a type of excellence within the 
sport or industry of racquetball . With this 
interview we continue that tradition . But 
this is a different kind of success story. 

There has, perhaps, never been a player 

who has come to the game of men 's pro· 
fessional rocquetbal with a more assured 
future than Scott Hawkin s. In 1978, 
Scott became the most lauded junior 
player of all time by winning-in the 
span of four months-every top 17-and­
under title in the world of racquetball; 
USRA, IRA, Canadian, and IRA Dou­

bles . The following year, Hawkins signed 
a precedent-setting five -year contract with 
Ektelon and turned professional. 

Within two years of turning pro, Scott's 
ranking had risen to #8 in the world. In 
October of 1981, at a ranking pro stop in 
Minn eapolis, Hawkins defeated Gregg 
Peck in the round-of-16, and then became 
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'At the Hawaii stop 
Charlie Drake 
wanted to make me 
one OJ the twelve, 
and I said that was 
great. UnJortunately, 
by then the 
disillusionment had 
set in hard. " 

Scott bat/ling with Steve Strandemo at Las Vegas Nationals in 1980 

one of the first players to ever beat Marty 
Hogan in straight games, 11-8, 11-9, 
11-6, in the quarterfinals. At the age of 
20, he had beaten the world's best play­
ers and seemed destined for a future at 
the very top of the men's professional 
game. His game was universally respected 
as one of the soundest and most effective 
serve-and-shoot attacks in racquetball. 

Then something happened. After play­
ing a sporodic season in 1982, Hawkins' 
ranking went into a screaming nose-dive 
as he began to drop out of every tourna­
ment in the firs t round. His fellow players 
watched in amazement as Scott lost 
match after match in the same way; he 
would win the first two games with ease, 
be leading in the third, and then strangely 
go to pieces. By the middle of the 1983­
84 season his professional ranking had 
dropped to #19. 

In May of this year, at the age of 23 
and heading into his prime, Scott Haw­
kins withdrew from the Austin pro stop 
and announced that he was officially 
retiring from pro racquetball forever . 

What happened? The story that Scott 
tells in this interview, a story of the tor­
ment and triumph of self-discovery, should 
be required reading for every young boy 
who yearns to be a professional athlete. 

Today, Scott lives with his family in 
Santa Clara, California, a community in 
the heart of the Silicon Valley about 40 
miles south of San Francisco . He is a 
college student, majoring in psychology, 
and plans to attend the University of San 
Francisco next year to do his graduate 
work. 

We interviewed Scott at his home in 
Santa Clara. 
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What kind of memories do you have 
of your years as a professional rac­
quetball player? 

Most of them are good ones. Racquet­
ball was all I really cared about then. It 
was fun ; my challenge in life was getting 
better and better at racquetball. I saw it as 
enjoyable. I never thought about the 
money, I just wanted to win. I wanted to 
play my best and beat those guys that I 
watched as a kid, and it was fun. 

I remember that tournament in Min­
neapolis. I was playing so well in that 
tournament; I beat Gregg Peck in the first 
round and then beat Marty in the quar­
ters. That was about two months before I 

had my first thoughts of quitting. The 
following fall was the beginning of my 
third season, and that 's when the Catalina 
thing started . I think that had a lot to do 
with some of my early doubts. That 
Christmas of 1981 was when I first had 
thoughts of quitting racquetball. 

You had so much success in your 
first two years as a pro. What 
happened? 

It started to turn that fall of 1981, when 
I was one of the players who was kept out 
of the Catalina tour. I wasn't completely 
blackballed like some of the others, 
because (my agent) Bob Petersen talked 

Scott Hawkins with fellow junior and friend John Egerman 



Ifyou think this funny-looking s~ 
makes a serious impression on the liill, 
wait'll you see your opponent's face. 
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~d ~qTM is the only 
stnngtng arrangement 
in the world umque 
enoush: to have a patent. 
And only Omega nas it. 

Omega knows racquetball is played 
on the~, not the frame. So we con­
centmted on a revolutionary break· 
through in stringing. We soo:e.eded. 

The patented Mad RaqTM six-string 
pattern looks different than the conven­
tional four·string pattern. But it's oot 
just for looks. Tests conducted by an in­
dependent researcb lab prove it can help 
give players the edge they've never had. 
Sixstrings give greater ball bite 
and bite time tIian four strings. 
larger "holes" in the Mad Raq string­
ing pattem, six grip­
ping edges rather than 
four and a rougher 
surt'ace pattern, give 
greater surt'ace baD 
bite as weD as up to 
15% greater bite time L.oJI......a;ZSl..~~ 
than conventional stringing for greater 
control, finesse, top-spin and slice than 
conventional stringing. 
Six-string pattern dampens 
shock better than four-string. 
The Mad Raq stringing ....-::::=-~ 
pattern deflects vibra· 
tion six directions 
instead of just four. -f<Q 
This means up to . ~ :.<'~/ t' 

10% less shock to ...........1"'.... 1'0/,.. ~ 
. r~ 
your wnst, arm and ....:'<"" ' 
shoulder. And you work .? v( 
less hard, because the .­
strings do more of tbe work. 
Mad Raq gives you a larger 
"sweetspot"and "powerzone:' 
The Mad Raq stringing 
pattern gives you up • 
to a 7% larger "sweet 
spot" than conven­
tional stringing for 
more controUed hits. 
And a 10% larger 
"power wne" than 
conventional stringing 
for more power hits. 
The Omega promise: Mad Raq 
strin~g gives a player the 
edge they've never had. 
Instead of having string tension­
adjusted either for power playing or 
soft-touch playing, as you would have 
to do with a conventionaDy-strung 
racquet, Mad Raq stringing gives the 
player the capability of playing both 
styles with one racquet. 

Mad Raq. It looks different. It 
plays with a difference. 

Write for easy stringing instructions. 
Omega Sports, 9200 Cody 
Overland Park, KS 66212 

them into letting me be the alternate-I 
got to play most of the tour events. But 
that whole season was like the time in 
Minneapolis. I wasn't playing that much, 
and (John) Weaver called me up and 
said, "We need you in Minneapolis 
tomorrow to play. " So I showed up-I 
was glad to go-and I played well . Then I 
went back home not expecting to play for 
another couple of months, even though I 
got called the following month to go to 
New York. I ended up playing most of the 
stops that year, but I never had more than 
a few days notice. 

So it was really the political part 
that started bothering you? 

At that stage it took a lot of the fun out 
of it , because at the time all I cared about 
was playing. Up until the very end one of 
the best things about racquetball was the 
training. I enjoyed training every day , 
and when I had nothing to train for I 
found it very hard to push myself. So, a 
lot of the tournaments I did play I wasn't 
really ready for. 

Then in 1982 you were made a part 
of the Catalina tour? 

In January, at the Hawaii stop, Charlie 

(Drake) said he wanted to make me one 
of the twelve, and I said that was great. 
Then we had problems back and forth 
with signing the contract so it didn't really 
take effect until the sec6nd season. Unfor­
tunately, by then the disillusionment had 
set in hard. Also, in the spring 01 1982 I 
suffered knee problems-tendinitis in my 
left knee which put me out for about six 
months. 

Did the game itself become less fun? 

The game was always fun. It was what 
went with it that wasn't fun. Once 
started to come out of obscurity and 
became one of the people that was being 
noticed and being put somewhat on a 
pedestal, that's when times became 
difficult. 

In what way? 

Even though as a racquetball profes. 
sional you're not a major celebrity, we 
were what you might call minor celebrities. 
We were celebrities within the realm of 
our sport. You walk out on the street and 
no one recognizes you which is great­
you don't have to pay that cost. But 
within the game there's a lot of recogni­
tion. I went to Japan last summer and 

r--••-------•••--.--•••••••••--••••••••••••--••••••••••••••__••••••••••_---, 

Moving? 

.. .. 

Make sure International Racquetball travels with you to your new 
location. Fill in the info '-·"l <ltlon below and send it in to 
International RacquetbJII . PO Box 7548. Reno , Nevada 89510. 

OLD ADDRESS : 

Name 


Address _____________________________________________ 


City _______________________________ State _________ 


Zip _______________________________________________ 


NEW ADDRESS : 

Name 


Address ____________________________________________ 


City _______________________________ State _________ 


Zip _________ Phone 


~.-..-..-.--.....-..--......-.......-...-.-....-......._._..._-_....._---... 
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'1 had my chance to 
put it away. 1 totally 
blacked out. To this 
day 1 don't know 
where those three 
pOints went. That's 
when 1 realized 
something was 
seriously wrong." 

type of lifestyle just was not what I 
wanted. I think all along I was telling 
myself that 's what I wanted, but in reality 
it wasn't. So I developed this terrible con­
flict where I'd push myself to win , but I 
couldn't bully myself beyond a certain 
point. I couldn't force myself into that 
realm. 

There was something else . A lot of 
things changed with the Catalina tour. 
That ended some people's careers; peo­
ple like Mark Morrow and Davey Bled­
soe. They were people that knew there 
was life beyond the racquetball club, the 
video arcade , and the hotel bar. And with 
a lot of them leaving the game, I felt I 
didn't have anyone to talk to and do 
things with when I was on the road. My 
interests were very different from most of 
the players on the tour. I became very 
lonely, and I'm not much of a loner. I 
started feeling like I was wasting away 
between the hotel and the club. 

Was there a specific moment when 
you decided, "That's enough"? 

I did say I'd quit in the spring of '83, but 
a few weeks later I decided to just turn it 
into a sabbatical. lief! the country , went 
to Hong Kong, spent a month in Japan, 
and got a lot of time to think. I decided, 
well, I'll come back in the fall and give it 
another shot. But I was just going through 
the motions. Then, last May, on the eve 
of going to Austin, a friend of mine told 
me she was tired of seeing me rip myself 
apart with it all. She told me to either give 
it my all, or get out before I ate myself up. 
And she told me that no matter what 
happened she'd be there to help me pick 
up the pieces. 

Well, before when I thought of quitting, 
alii could think of was regressing back to 
these other areas of school and work, and 
that seemed really depressing. But now I 
had this strength behind me. The next 
morning I was supposed to leave for Aus­
tin . My plane was leaving in a half-hour 
and I was still sitting on the couch with my 
towel wrapped around me from the 
shower, and my Mom looked at me and 
said, "Aren't you going to go?" And I 
said, "No-I'm packing it in." 

It was funny. That night before, when 
someone said they were behind me I felt 
superhuman, I felt I could go for it (play­
ing) . But when it came right down to it, 
what it did was give me the strength to 
quit. That's what I really wanted to do. I 
wanted to quit. 

How did you feel that day? 

Relieved. I got dressed, went back to 
my friend and took her out to lunch, and it 
was like life was beginning all over again. 
That terrible weight was off my back, of 
always forcing myself to do something 
that I really didn't want to do; of always 
forcing myself to be something just 
because I had the talent, and the oppor­
tunity, and believing that's what every 
young boy should be if he has the chance. 

Do you resent the years you spent 
playing competitive racquetball? 

No. I'm glad I went through it. Looking 
back, I wish I hadn't stayed in it so long. 
A lot of it was unnecessary , but I'm glad I 
didn't get out before I was sure I was 
doing the right thing. I just wish I'd had 
some insight into what I really wanted ear­
lier, instead of just going along doing 

they recognized me there . I did not enjoy 
being a celebrity in the racquetball world. 
I didn't enjoy my interaction with people 
in that light. 

In the spring of 1983 you had a 
string of losses in matches you seemed 
to be winning easily. Do you know 
what happened? 

I think I do know. I was in fantastic 
shape; my game was probably the best it 
ever was. I mean, (Bret) Harnett demol­
ished everybody in Hawaii in January; I 
played him the first round in Februray 
and for the first two-and-a-half games he 
didn't even get a chance to get started 
against me_ And it was like that in almost 
every match. But then, when it came time 
to win, I'd turn off-I'd turn off mentally. 
That really hit home in T aronto that 
April, when it was a critical point in that 
third game against Jerry Hilecher, and I 
had my chance to put it away. I totally 
blacked out for three points. I thought the 
score was 7 -7; Bertolucci called the score 
and it was 10-7, Jerry was serving. To 
this day I don't know where those three 
points went. That's when I first realized 
something was seriously wrong, and that's 
when I started a lot of serious introspec­
tion to try to figure out why I was turning 
off. 

Did you figure it out? 

I believe it was.. . when it came right 
down to it, I didn' t want to win , because I 
didn't want what would happen if I won . 
There are things that go along with win­
ning, and with being a top racquetball 
player. There's a certain lifestyle-at 
least that 's what I thought-and that 
wasn't too attractive to me. I saw the way 
the top players lived and acted, and that 
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what I thought I was supposed to do. 

Where was the pressure coming 
from to stay with it so long? 

It was me, completely. When I was on 
the court, out in front of the crowd , that 
was one of the best experiences I've ever 
had in my life and I loved it. I loved the 
training. But on the whole , there was jus t 
too much that I didn't enjoy that ruined 
the rest of it. Once I realized that, and I 
realized there were many other areas in 
my life that I needed to touch and expand 
upon to make me happy, then making a 
change was almost easy. 

I'll tell you what the real clincher was 
for me. Last March in Cheyenne we were 
all (the pros) watching Gerry Price play in 
the quarterfinals, and we were kidding 
him about something, and one pro player 
turned around and said, "At least he's still 
in the tournament." I asked him what that 
had to do with anything, and he said, 
"That has everything to do with it; that's 
the only thing ." That's when I realized I 
couldn ' t live with eveybody , myself 
included, feeling like our whole lives 
revolved arouncl vhether we won or lost. 
If we won our lives were good-we were 
good. If we lost things were terrible , and 
we were going to go home and be 
depressed for a couple of weeks until the 
next tournament. I said to myself , "You 
know, there's something seriously wrong 
here. " 

Sometimes I think we all just played for 
the admiration. I'm happy when the few 
people I respect pay me a compliment, 
but I don't need the blind mass approval. 
And I hated it when I got it and didn't 
deserve it. And then these same people 

turning on you, that really turned my 
stomach. It just hit me too much 
emotionally. 

You mean people turned on your 
when you lost? 

You didn't have to lose. You could 
throw a tantrum on th~ court. They 
wouldn't understand what you were going 
through. They do that with athletes now. 
I'm sick and tired of hearing about what a 
jerk Carl Lewis is . Man, I don't know how 
people like that function with the situation 
their lives are in . People don't under· 
stand. No wonder they act the way they 
do; no wonder they have to have that 
abrasive front to survive. People don't 
understand that , they just don't like him. 

You had some problems with your 
own behavior, didn't you? 

One of the reasons I quit was I did not 
like myself when I was on the racquetball 
court. Even at the beginning when I was 
enjoying racquetball , it was all so stressful 
to me. And no matter how hard I tried, I 
would just burst ; everything about the 
competition would just eat me up . Also, I 
think part of it is my role models in North­
ern California acted that way, and it was 
OK. Then I kept it going myself. 

It's kind of hard to describe. It's like 
there was one personality that was Scott, 
and another that was the way racquetball 
players are supposed to act. And , the 
whole time I played racquetball there was 
a terrible conflict between the two­
between the way I thought I was sup· 
posed to behave, and the way I wanted 
and needed things to be. It was like that 
from the time I was a little kid playing 

Scott following loss to Mike Yellen in finals at Modesto pro·stop in 1979 

modesto ~VQn~
c.oUrt room . brotners 

"11f we won, our 
lives were good­
we were good. If 
we lost, things were 
terrible, and we 
were going to go 
home and be 
depressed until the 
next tournament. " 

around the club until the very time I quit. 
It was a conflict, and I've never been one 
to adjust to things and adapt. That's my 
biggest problem in racquetball , and in my 
life is living with the lies. 

Do you have any advice for the young 
players who are coming into the game 
now? 

The biggest problem is the illusions 
that are laid out in front of you since 
you're young about what it's like to be a 
professional athlete. I was a little jock 
when I was a kid; all I wanted was to be a 
professional athlete, it didn't matter which 
sport. And there were a lot of great things 
about it. But I think most people live a life 
of illusions, and never really understand 
what they want, or need. I'm not saying 
that being a professional athlete is 
unhealthy ; racquetball might be the grea­
test passion in your life that needs to be 
fulfilled . But for me it was just one of 
them. I needed much more fulfillment in 
my intellectual needs, and in the way I 
need to interact with people. 

So, the only real suggestion I have is to 
not try and force it when you feel that 
something is wrong-like you're missing 
something. You don't have to be number 
one; you don't have to make your living 
at racquetball or any other sport if you 
feel like there's something else you want 
to do. 

There's another thing. Part of breaking 
the illusion of what it's like to be at the top 
is to realize that you don't have to be like 
people were in the past. You can have 
playing success on your own terms. You 
don't have to sign yourself away to be on 
the road doing clinics all the time; you 
don 't have to do all the endorsements. 
What good is all the money when what 
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you're doing makes your life miserable? 
I'm not trying to sound cynical, because I 
don't feel cynical. I just regret that I didn't 
understand myself better earlier. If I had I 
don't think it would have taken something 
as serious as quitting at the peak of a 
season. 

Dou you mean you could have gone 
on? 

I think I could have gone on in a limited 
capacity. I don't see any possible way 
now. But, I'm still young, still in good 
shape, my skills are still good. 

If someone came up with a million 
dollars for a tour, you wouldn't go 
back? 

No. But, if someone came up with a 
million dollars for a tour the players could 
afford a coach; that would interest me. I 
think there are some bright people in rac­
quetball, but I think the true intellectual 
end of racquetball is virgin frontier. 

You don't think that today's players 
have tapped their potential mentally? 

Hardly anyone today is coming close 
to their potential, except a few people like 
Dave Peck, Steve Strandemo and Mike 
Yellen. These are players who have a 

true understanding of racquetball, but 
there are others that have twice the talent 
that these guys demolish. By the time I 
began to understand the game my inter­
est was going-I was just wasting talent 
like a lot of other young serve-and­
shooters out there. 

It was just ridiculous watching John 
Egerman and myself going out there and 
hitting the ball so much better than Steve 
Strandemo, and then watching him give 
us a clinic-because he understood. I 
think these guys, and a few others, have a 
clue as to what's going on, but I don't 

think they've run with the ball very far. 

What are you doing with your life 
now? 

I'm going to school; th,at's my biggest 
passion right now. I'll probably be in 
school until I'm 30 by the time I get into 
graduate school and get my Ph.D in psy­
chology. That's something that makes 
me feel real good right now. I think it will 
keep me interested and challenged for the 
rest of my life. 

Do you play racquetball anymore? 

In the five months since I quit, I've 
played maybe half a dozen times. I'm 
finding it very hard going back and play­
ing I want to teach, but I'm having a hard 
time going back into a club, because I still 
have a lot of bad associations with rac­
quetball. I think of racquetball and I think 
of a lot of pain and torment, and I'm still 
having trouble shaking that. I think with 
time I will. 

Are you happy? 

Yeah, I'm very happy. I feel like I'm a 
little kid who knows a secret that no one 
else knows. I feel like I'm on the right line, 
and I have a lot of things to look forward 
to in my life. • 



RULES: 
HOW DIFFERENT CAN THEY BE? 

Looking at the differences between the AARA, the WPRA and the Men's Pro game 

An article about the rules of racquetball 
may seem like a boring subject to some, 
but, then you haven't read this story yet. It 
is a fascinating area of much contention 
and we think you'll agree with us that Mr . 
Deitrich clarifies some of the gray area . 
Otto Deitrich has a long history in dealing 
with racquetball refereeing and racquet­
ball rules. He has been the final referee in 
many national amateur and professional 
tournaments since 1975. He is on the 
Rules Committee in the AARA and helped 
the WPRA put together their rule book in 
1983. He is also involved with the Interna­
tional Amateur Racquetball Federat ion. 
Mr. Deitrich is a native of 5t. Louis and cur­
rently resides in Atlanta where he writes 
frequently on the rules of racquetball. 

P 
layers who succeed in develop­
ing their racquetball skills to the 
professional level are confronted 

not only with opponents such as Mike 
Yellen and Heather McKay, but also with 
several rule differences which must be 
learned and applied if they are to become 
successful in the sport. This article will 
examine the major differences between 
amateur and professional rules so that 
both players and spectators can better 
understand the game. 

In no area are the rule differences more 
dramatic than in the scoring systems cur­
rently in use . Since the beginning, points 
in racquetball have been scored only by 
the server. This tradition still holds in the 
amateur and men's professional ranks. A 
few years ago , however, the Women's 
Professional Racquetball Association 
(WPRA) took a bold step away from the 
origins of the game by adopting a set of 
rules which called for a point to be scored 
on every rally that didn't end with a 
hinder. This cha nge was made for several 
reasons including increased spectator 
interest by giving them quicker paced 
matches. It has also been pointed out that 
the change brought racquetball scoring 

by Otto Deitrich 

"/n no area are the rule 
differences more dramatic 
than in the scoring 
systems. Tradition still 
holds in the amateur and 
men's pro ranks, but the 
women have taken a bold 
step... " 

more in line with other racquet sports 
(such a s tennis and squash) which award 
a point to the winner of every rally regard­
less of who served the ball. Neither the 
American Amateur RacquetbaJl Associ­
ation (AARA), which governs both men's 
and women's amateur racquetball , nor 
the men professionals have been con­
vinced of the need for a change in the way 
points are scored. 

The AARA rulebook calls for a match 
to consist of the best two of three games. 
A rule change that went into effect on 
September 1 calls for a game to be won 
by the first player to score 15 points or , in 

the case of the third game (the tiebreaker) 
11 points . But whenever points are 
awarded to the winner of every rally as 
they are in women's professional matches, 
they accumulate a lot faster. Accord­
ingly , the WPRA plays the best three of 
five games for the match. All women's 
professional games are played to 21 
points except for the fifth game (the tie­
breaker) which is to 15. Moreover, WPRA 
rules require that each game be won by at 
least 2 points. As a result , games can go 
well beyond the established minimum 
number of points before they are con­
cluded . Men professionals use yet another 
format. They play the best three of five 
games for the match, but the games are 
only to 11 points. Many professional 
players, both men and women, feel that 
the three out of five game format provides 
greater spectator interest and gives a 
player a better chance of coming back 
from a slow start in a match . 

The next most obvious difference 
between amateur and professional rules 
concerns the serve and the return of serve. 
In the men's professional ranks, a fault 
serve is the result if the server crosses the 
short line (the line closest to the backwall) 
before the ball does. In the past, this rule 
has been used (some would prefer to say 
"abused") by players to ca ncel a defec­
tive first serve. I t seems that they would 
rather sacrifice their first serve than give 
their opponent a service return set-up. 
Both the AARA and the WPRA have 
enacted rules to stop this tactic. Effective 
September I, the amateur player who 
crosses the short line ahead of the ball will 
lose the serve immediately . The WPRA 
took a somewhat different approach by 
completely eliminating the short line foot 
fault so the server may now cross over the 
short line as soon as she has hit the ball. 
Of course the server must remember to 
stay out of the receiver 's way or an 
avoidable hinder can be called . 

To provide a margin of safety for the 
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serve during the return of serve, amateur 
and professional rules all define a safety 
zone which extends from the short line to 
an imaginary line 5 feet behind the short 
line. However, the rules covering this 
zone are not the same. Both amateurs 
and men professionals are required to 
remain outside of this zone until the ball 
has bounced in the zone or has com­
pletely cleared the zone. The WPRA 
rules, however, allow the receiver to enter 
the zone as soon as the server makes 
contact with the ball. The woman profes­
sional cannot, however, hit the ball before 
it bounces in the zone. Violation of this 
rule in both amatur and professional 
ranks carries the same penalty-immedi­
ate loss of the rally (point for the server). 
The emphasis is clearly on safety. In fact, 
if a woman professional elects to return a 

"/n an attempt to 
eliminate the problem of 
screen serves, the WPRA 
has declared that the 
screen serve is a fault 
serve. The amateurs and 
the men consider the 
screen serve a deadball 
thus allowing the server to 
serve again." 

ball on the fly, no part of her body or 
racquet may enter the 5-foot safety zone. 
This differs from the amateurs' and men's 
professional rules which require only that 
the ball be contacted outside the zone but 
permit the follow-through to carry the 
receiver into the 5-foot zone but not over 
the short line. 

Rest periods offer another area of dis­
tinct contrast in the sport. Amateurs are 
allowed three 30-second timeouts per 
game excpet in the tiebreaker where only 
two are allowed. Between games , ama­
teurs are allowed 5 minutes. Men profes· 
sionals have only one 30-second timeout 
to use per game and are allowed only 1 
minute between games. The WPRA rules 
also permit the players only one 30­
second timeout per game but provide for 
a 2·minute break between all games 
except the fourth and the fifth when a 
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5-minute break is allowed. 
In an attempt to eliminate the problem 

of screen serves, the WPRA has declared 
that a screen serve is a fault serve. 
Because this call involves the subjective 
judgement of the referee, it cannot be 
appealed like the other types of fault 
serves. Amateurs and men professionals 
still consider the screen serve to be a 
dead ball serve thus allowing the server to 
take the serve over again. 

Men professionals still do not recognize 
the "hit by the ball" rule which says that if 
a ball obviously does not have the 
direction or velocity to reach the front 
wall on a fly, no hinder results if the ball 
touches a player. Both the AARA and 
the WPRA have such a rule. 

Of course there are a few other , less ..::.o':-:~II)\~-=-:-:-=-:-:~O(~O(~O(~O(~O(I)~ 
significant differences in the rules. If you 
are interested in exploring them in greater 
detail, I suggest that you obtain a copy of 
the association rulebooks. The AARA's 
1984-85 rulebook should be available by 
the time this magazine is published. A 
copy can be obtained by sending your 
name and address along with 75 cents to 
AARA National Headquarters at 815 N. 
Weber, Colorado Springs, CO 80903. 
Rulebooks are sent free of charge with 
each new AARA membership or rene­
wal. Copies of the WPRA rulebook can 
also be obtained free of charge, but they 
ask that you enclose 50 cents along with 
your name and address to cover postage 
and handling. Send your request to the 
WPRA at 3097 Fernheath, Costa Mesa, 
CA 92626. An interesting feature found 
in the WPRA rulebook is a "Referee's 
Tip Sheet" which highlights rules which 
they feel deserve special attention because 
" . .. they differ from the 'normal' rule, 
they're usually misunderstood, or they're 
just important." An alternative way to get 
a copy of either association's rulebook is 
to simply pick up a copy at the next 
AARA or WPRA sanctioned tourna­
ment you attend. There is usually a 
supply of them available for those who 
are interested . It's unfortunate that I must 
report that the men's professional rules 
were last published in 1980 by the now 
defunct United States Racquetball Asso­
ciation. Today, for all practical purposes, 
the rules are recorded only in the minds of 
those who carryon the sport of men's 
professional racquetball in spite of the 
absence of an official sanctioning body. 
Hopefully, the initiatives of the Racquet 
Manufacturers Association will not only 
restore the sport to its former glory, but 
also result in the publication of a set of 
written rules to govern men's professional 
racquetball. • 

PART FIVE 

IN A SERIES: 


Jerry Hilecher's "Greatest" 

The pros pick the greatest servers of all 

time. 


(1) Marty Hogan 
(2) Jerry Hilecher 
(3) Bruce Christensen 
(4) Mike Yellen 
(5) Davey Bledsoe 

T 
he drive serve is the single most 
potent aspect in a power player's 
offensive arsenal. When hit suc­

cessfully, the offensive player can gener­
ate confidence and momentum while the 
opponent is kept from producing any 
sense of timing. All professionals have 
effective drive serves . The top ranking 
players have great ones. 

Many people ask me who started the 
serve and shoot power game. Many 
believe it started in St. Louis with Steve 
Serat and myself. Steve and I did have an 
important impact but, as you will see later 
in the article, one other person should get 
some of the credit. For those old timers 
who played racquetball in the late '60s 
and early '70s, you will remember that 
the game was played with a very soft and 
slow ball. Since it was virtually impossible 
to hit effective hard serves, the top serve 
of the day was a high lob serve deep to 
their opponent's backhand. Back in those 
days, I was a pretty normal impatient and 
cocky kid and didn't want to hit soft 
serves . I can remember my dad after 
watching me take another beating, telling 
me, "I wish I could give you my Job 
serve." The lob serve of that era, caught 
the left side wall about two feet off the 
ground, and then three feet in front of the 
back wall. Since the ball was mushy, it 
would die in the back left corner and be 
very difficult to return. 

At the J.C.C.A. in St. Louis, many of 



Who Invented The Drive Serve? 
It's Not Who You Might Think... 

by Jerry Hilecher 

the younger racquetball players played which serve I used . By mixing up the pace remember serving reverse z's to Charley's 
handball as well . During Christmas vaca­ of the serves I was able to keep my oppo­ right while he would be diving to the left 
lion in 1971, a group of young handballers nents off balance and unable to be expecting serves to his backhand. The 
went to Miami to play in the junior aggressive with their returns. finals offered a classic confrontation 
national handball tournament. St. Louis The greatest serving performance I between Marty Hogan and myself. Ace 
did herself proud by winning first , third, ever took part in was in 1976 at the serves were as common as kill shots, and 
and fourth in the under seventeen division Sacramento Pro stop. The tournament no lead was safe. I started the match red 
and first and second in the under fifteen was the first of the season and first ever hot and rode my serve to a 21-10 first 
class. Steve Serot won the under fifteens played on front wall gl ass, which really game win . The second game was a 
while I finished third in the under seven- aided my deceptive delivery . The serve reverse of the first with Marty winning 
teens. The only reason I even mentioned had a definite influence since the four 21-7. In the third , my changing the 
this tournament in another sport is very acknowledged top servers of the era, angles and speeds in the serves were 
simple. I feel on these four wall outdoor Brumfield, Strandemo, Hogan, and enough to keep him off balance and allow 
courts in Miar.1i's Flamingo Park, power myself, were all in the semis. Playing me to win the tiebreaker 11-4. 
racquetball was born. Steve and I were Charley Brumfield in the semifinals, I can 

continued next page
privileged to be at this tournament and 1---------------­-­-­- - ------------­
watch a young 18 year old representing 
the New York Athletic Club by the name 
of Ken Guinty. He possessed the most 
devastating drive serve that I had ever 
seen. He would stand in the center of the 
service box, rock back with his right foot 
and then forward with his left , making ball 
contact about four feet from the right side 
wall. He would then hit rocket-like serves 
down the right side wall or cross court into 
the left corner. I watched as he hit ace 
after ace in winning the under 19 year old 
division. I knew that his serve would work 
in racquetball and that the game would 
never be the same again. Not long after­
wards, racquetballs were being produced 
faster and firmer then the ones previous, 
and the drive serve was here to stay. 

The drive serve that helped me rise in 
the pro ranks was a mix of power and 
deception . I was able to learn from Ken 
Guinty that movement in a walking motion 
not only created additional power, it also 
made the serve impossible for the defender 
to read where the serve was going. I 
added a z serve to the right and left sides 
to the two drive serves and I concentrated 
on using the same motion no matter 

The awesome power serve of Marty Hogan 

, 
.. .." 

J 
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The Marty Hogan Serve: 

While Marty didn't launch in the era of 
the power serve, he certainly added to it. 
When Marty blasted his way to his first 
pro tournament victory in Burlington, 
Vermont in '75, he did so with a different 
type of drive serve. While most of the 
heavy hitters used some modification of 
my walking serve, Marty originated a 
style all his own. He was the first to effec· 
tively use overspin in his serves. 

Marty starts his motion with his left 
foot about a foot in front of his right, with 
both straddling the short line. He drops 
the ball towards the front wall and with his 
right foot planted, takes a step forward 
with his left. His body motion is almost 
stopped by the time he uncoils his power· 
ful pendulum stroke. His great power is 
generated from strength in his forearms 
and the quick opening in his hips. At point 
of contact, Marty comes up and over the 
ball, putting an overspin on it. Since his 
point of contact is in front of his body, this 
spin is very natural and doesn't take away 
from his power. The end result is a blister­
ing serve that stays down after hitting the 
floor. Marty doesn't try to fool you with 
different angles and speeds. He just fol­
lows the Nolan Ryan philosophy, "You 
and I both know what's coming but there 
is nothing you can do about it." In the last 
couple of years, Marty has changed his 
serving philosophy. He no longer puts 
everything he has into a serve unless its a 

Jerry Hilec her's power serve to the forehand side 

"Marty doesn't try to 
fool you with different 
angles and speeds. He 
just follows the Nolan 
Ryan philosophy, 'You 
and I both know 
what's coming, but 
there is nothing you 
can do about it!" 

critical point in the match . Realizing , as 
many pros before him have, that there is 
only so much power you can draw upon, 
Marty now uses lob serves as well as off 
speed drive serves to save his arm. When 
he needs the big serve , however, it's usu­
ally there. 

There have been many great servers 
over the years, but the greatest serving 
spectacle I ever witnessed was also on 
front wall glass, during the 1980 N.R.C. 
nationals in Las Vegas . The front wall 
consisted of two feet of white panes from 
the floor up with the remainder being 
glass, with the right wall make-up being the 
the same. Bruce Christensen , ranked 26 
at the time, had been playing on the pro 
tour for about a year. His game was known 
for having a great serve, but no one real­

ized what effect that serve would have on 
front wall glass . I am convinced that 
deception in the serving motion is the key 
to an effective serve, especially when 
playing in conditions such as front wall 
glass. Bruce created this deceptive motion 
through a big walking serve. Bruce had 
tremendous power and being left handed 
he was able to take a huge walking step 
into the left wall and blast the serve down 
the line to his opponent's backhand, or 
crash a cross court ace to the right. His 
opponents were wobbly kneed as they 
readied themselves to return serve. Bruce 
knocked Brumfield out in the first round, 
Lndsay Meyers in the second and was tied 
at 8 all with Mike Yellen in the quarters 
before losing. 

Speaking of left-handers, it is curious to 
note that many of today's lefties are also 
known as great servers. Brett Harnett, 
Bruce Christensen, Steve Mondrey, and 
up and comers Andy Gross, and Cliff 
Swain, all have mastered the partial 
screen down the left side. The lefty has 
the advantage of driving his serve to their 
opponent's backhand, a very effective 
weapon in his offensive arsenal. 

With the balls slowing down and be­
coming softer the last few years, the serve is 
again undergoing changes. Dave Peck 
brought back the high lob serve by stand­
ing next to the right wall, picking a spot 
high up the front wall and lofting his serve 
towards the deep left corner . Many play­
ers have followed suit, adding at least a 
couple of defensive serves to their portfolio. 

My ingredients for having a strong sev­
ing attack is simple; you must create 
deception in your service delivery , be able 
to mix up the pace of your serves and hit 
the lanes or marks which will keep the ball 
from going into the center of the court, 
and most importantly be confident. You 
must look at the serve as being the initia­
tion to winning the point. The pace of the 
serve will dictate the pace of volley. 

With so many strong servers, it is diffi­
cult for me to pick just three for my grea­
test list. Hogan, while sometimes erratic, 
has to head the list. Mike Levine isn't a 
big name in racquetball circles but he 
certainly has a big serve. Mike is one of 
the few players that serves as much to his 
opponent's forehand as he does their 
backhand. His serves are harder than 
Hogan's but lacks consistency with var­
ious balls and court conditions . 

My choices for greatest servers of all 
time: 

( 1) Marty Hogan 
(2) Bruce Christensen 
(3) Mike Levine • 
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l 
ast year in International Racquet­
ball, our racquet guide included 
all of the racquets from the cur, 

rent manufacturers-72 in all' That's a lot 
of racquets to choose from, so this year we 
decided we would pare down the choices a 
little bit and just show you the new 
offerings for the 1984-85 marketing season, 
Still, the list has 35 new racquets in it. 
However, we've given you more in-depth 
information on the racquets this time 
around, plus the addresses and phone 
numbers of the manufacturers in case you 
have a question about one that strikes your 
fancy. 

In looking over the list, there is surpris­

ing diversity. Oversized, mid-sized, hand­
layed composite, injection-molded compo­
site, titanium, aluminum, graphite, boron, 
nylon and fiberglass. Then there are differ­
ent throat designs, stringing patterns, 
strings, etc. It is confusing, so, if you have a 
question about what's right for you, call up 
the manufacturer and ask or go to your 
club pro. They will have some suggestions, 
but, what it really comes down to is what 
kind of player you are: power? controf? 
advanced? novice? Each type of player is 
best off using a racquet designed for his 
level of play and game style. We're sure you 
will find one that will suit you in this survey. 
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Diversified Products Racquets 
D.P. Industries out of Opelika , Alabama, is a 

highly successfu l company dedicated to fitness 
and fitne ss related sports like racquetbalL The 
list of players they sponsor includes #1 women 's 
pro Heather McKay and #3 and #4 men's pros 
Greg Peck and Bret Harnett. There are six rac· 
quets represented in their catalog and three of 
them are new. The following information is from 
their ca talog. For more information contact: D.P. 
Indust ri es, PO. Box 100, Opel ika, AL, 36802 
205-749-9001. 

The 44-1000 Df> Boron Graphite 
The newest, most advanced racquet in th e 

game + Boron fibers provide ma ximum strength 
in areas of greatest stress + Plus combinationof 
durable graphite and light, powe rful boron + 
Supremely efficient frame with little vibration + 
Unique string pattern + Smooth leather 3% and 
3% grips + 245 grams + Molded bumper guard 
with grommet strip + Graphite strings + Full 
length deluxe vinyl cover + $159 .00 

The 44-1112 DP Graphite USA 
Extra firm flex for the advanced player + 

Constructed of 100% graphite + New core 

design el imi nates air pockets and ensures 
smooth stri ng holes+ New head shape + Molded 
bumper guard with grommet strip + Graphite 
spria l strings + Leather 3% and 3% grips + 250 
grams + Full length deluxe vinyl sty le cover + 
$139.00 

The 44-1109 DP Graphite 8000 
Firm·flex designed for all players + Con· 

structed of 80% graphite + New co re design 
eliminates air pockets and ensures smooth string· 
ing holes + Modified teardrop head shape + 
Molded bumper gua rd + Graphite stri ngs + 
Delu xe cordura nylon cover + Leather 3)'a and 
3% grips + Unique flared handle + 250 grams + 
$110.00 
~______________~ 

Ektelon Racquets 
The Ektelon co mpany is well recognized 

th rougout the industry for its contribution to 
new racquet design and commitment to the 
growth of racquetball. Ektelon is the sponsor for 
#2 men's pro Mike Yellen a~d #2 women's pro 
Lynn Adams. This year, Ektelon unveiled four 
new racquets to its line bringing the total to 14. 
Most interesting are the two new oversized or 
" Macro" racquets. The AARA has recent ly 
approved the lJse of the Macro racquets in 
tournament play. The following i.nformation is 
from their press relea ses and catalog. For more 
information contact : Ektelon , 8929 Aero Drive, 
San Diego, CA 92123: 619·560-0066. 

The Maxum 
50%larger hittingarea and 80%larger sweet 

spot than conventional racquets + Single cell 
channel Seies 7005 a1uminum alloy + moderately 
stiff + Designed for beginning through advanced 
play + Thin profile + Weighs only 245 grams 
which is lighter than most conventional rac· 
quets + 45 Ibs. of string tension and a sunburst 
stringing pattern for maximum power + 3 
11116,315/16, 4Vaand flared leather grips + 
$75.00. 

(Pictured at the top of next column) 

The Contra 
50%larger Ihitting area and 80% larger sweet 

spot + Flexible 6061-T6 aluminum alloy frame 
with graphite reinforced throat piece to st.abilize 
frame for flex control and reduced head twisting 
+ 245 grams + 451bs. string ten sion+ Sunburst 
stringing pattern + Designed for beginning ' 
through intermediate players + 3 11/16, 3 
15/ 16, 4\08 and flared leather grips + $45.00. 



The Excel Graphite 
Concentrated "chopped" graphite fibers to 

stiffen the frame and deliver extra power with· 
out adding weight + Modified teardrop shape 
widens the sweet spot + Designed for interme· 
diate through advanced power players + 30 lb . 
sunburst string pattern + 240 grams + One year 
frame warranty + 3 11 / 16,3 15 / 16, 4Vs and 
flared leather grip + Sand colored vinyl cover + 
$70.00. 

(Pictured at the bottom of column) 

The Axon Graphite 
Injection molded "chopped" graphite/fiber· 

glass in nylon matrix for superior conlrol and 
stiffness + Designed for beginning through 
intermediate players + 245 grams + Teardrop 
deSign thin frame for increase swing speed + 
One year warranty on frame + 3 11116, 3 
15/ 16,4111 and flared leather grips + 25 lb. 
string ten sion + $40.00. 

sion tube construction) + Considered to be the 
most flexible composite in our line + Designed 
for the intermediate to advanced player who IS 
purchasing their first composite racquet for con· 
trol and moderate power + Ful l length cover + 
Slightly head light + Endorsed by Steve Strano 
demo + $90.00. 

(Pictured below) 

weight, head light + 250 grams + 28·32 Ibs. 
string ten sion with 15 gauge strin gs + Recom· 
mended for beginning through intermediate 
players + $55.00. 

(Pictured tJelow) 

The AMF Head Racquets 
Head racquets are very popular and, after The Professional 

seeing their upgrade sheets, it's easy to under· 7005 aluminum I·bea m extrusion for our 
stand why. Head looks for problems and fixes strongest most durable aluminum racquet + 
them. It looks like they get good feedback from The Vector Light enough for professional play + Gra phite 
players and sa les reps and they listen. Head is CU· 74 tubular aluminum provides superior reinforced throat piece and replaceable inter· 
offering five new racquets this year, and two, strength and stiffness with extreme light weight locking grommet and bumper strips for out· 
not pictured here, the Apex and the Graphite + Graphite/nylon throat piece and patented standing string and frame protection + Quadra· 
Express, have been updated. A new butt cap grommet and bumper strips for outstanding form head sha pe + Hourglass foa med ha ndle + 
system and restructured graphite fibers have string and frame protecllon + Sl ightly en larged Monsanto Ela stimer shockguard st rips that 
improved the durability of the Apex at 245 (9%) quadraform head shape for maximum hit· reduce virtually all vibration + Head heavy + 
grams and a new grommet/bumper system has ting surface area + Hourglass foam handle + Full len gt hcove r + 258 grams + 30·35Ibs. string 
eliminated st ring brea kage in the Gra phite Monsanto Ela stimer shockguard + Extreme light ten sio n using 16 gauge string + recommended 
Express at 250 grams. All racquets have received weight + Head light + 245 grams + 30 to 34 Ibs. fo r the intermediate to profess ional player + 
cosmetic changes, st ructur e changes and new string tension with 16 gauge strings + Reco m· $68.00. 
full·length covers. Head is introducing a mid­
sized racquet this year called the Boron/Gra· 
phite Impulse. Th e following notes were taken 
from spec sheets se nt to us from Head. For more 
information contact: AMF Head, Box CN·5227, 
Princeton, NJ, 08540 609·799·9000. 

mended for the intermediate through profes· 
sional + $80.00. 

The Master 
6061 alum inum I·beam construction + Our 
lightest aluminum racquet yet durable for high· 
level play + Graphite/nylon reinforced throat 

The Standard 
6061 aluminum extrusion for stiffness and 

light weight + Nylon throat piece and patented 
grommet/bumper strips + Quadriform head 
shape + Hourglass foamed handle + 255 grams 
+ 28·32Ibs. string ten sio n using 15 gauge string 

The Boron / Graphite Impulse piece + Patented grommet/bumper strips + + Recommended for the beginner and interme· 
Midsized shape like that of the Apex + 246 Quadriform head + Hourglass foamed handle + diate player + $36.00. 

grams + reinforced Boron/Graphite design (tor· Monsanto Ela stimer shockguard strips + Light (Pictured at top next page) 
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Omega, 9200 Cody, P.O. Box 14926, Overland 
Park, KS 66214: 913-492·3994. 
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The Graphite Composite 

Black and gold tapered teardrop design + 9%The Olympian Racquets 
graphite, 26% fiberglass and 65% nylon +Olympian racquetball racquets are a subsi­
Comes with headcover + 14/20 conventionaldiary of Bud Leach, Inc. For those of you who 
string with 26 Ibs. tension + 15 gauge black The Titaniumdon't know who Bud Leach is. he is the one who 
multifilament nylon string + 250 grams + 33;' Omega introduced the only titanium rac·invented some of racquetball's first racquets 

quetball racquet in the world. Lightweight,straight handle with gold embossed black cow·including the first fiberglass racquets Olym­
strong and flexible, titanium is used in the mosthide grip + $24.95 .pian is dedicated to educating the player about 
sophisticated aircraft and missiles, and now inwhat he needs in a racquet, what certain kinds 
Omega 's new racquet. Combined with exclusiveof racquet designs can and can 't do and what 
Mad Raq stringing, the combination of powervarious racquets should cost versus what the 
and conrol plus lightweight strength make it a consumer is charged. Olympian has 12 racquets 
winner. Graphite composition yoke + Integratedin their line, three which are new. The following 
grommet strip and bumper + 3'l's and 4 inchinformation is from their catalog For more 
leather grips + $100.00.information contact: Olympian Racquetball 

Racquets, 5567 Kearny Villa Road, San Diego, 
CA 92123: 619-292-2000. 

The Cheetah 
Dark brown modified quadraform design + 

30% fiberglass and 70% nylon + 16/18 conven· 
tional stringing with 26 lb. tension + 15 gauge 
light amber string + 245 grams + 33;' hourglass 
handle with tan cowhide grip + $19.99. 

Omega Racquets 
Omega is another impressive racquetball The Star 1000 

manufacturer with nine racquets in their line, Engineered for durability, the Star 1000 isThe Ultimate 
two of which are new th is year . Omega has composed of squared tube 7005 aluminum andBrown and gold tapered teardrop flex frame + 
pioneered the development of a new stringing agraphite composite integrated yoke and frame7000 Series "I" beam control extrusion + 14120 

construction. The Mad Raq stringing puts apattern called Mad Raq stringing and scientificopen end string pattern with 30 Ibs. tension + 15 
analysis of this new pattern has shown that it is better "bite" on the ball for control and dampensgauge hy-sheep multifilament nylon string + 

vibration with ball shock being dispersed in sixsuperior to conventional stringing. Copies of the245 grams + 33;' hourglass handle with tan 
directions instead of four . 234 grams + Sewn·inanalysis are available upon request. The copycowhide grip + $29 .95. 

below about the racquets was provided by the bumper + Integrated handle·frame goes all the 
manufacturer. For more information contact: way to the butt cap + $70.00. 
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Pro-Kennex/Marty Hogan 
Racquets 

Pro-Kennex is a world-renowned manufac­
turer of tennis ra cquets and as of 1983 they 
stepped in with #1 pro Marty Hogan to take 
advantage of their name and expertise to 
market racquetball racquets. Pro-Kennex has 
great confidence in their products and stand 
behind them with a two-year warranty on all 
Marty Hogan Performance racquets-the long­
est warranty in racquetball. There are six rac­
quets in the Marty Hogan line and four of them 
are new this year. Last year the Marty Hogan 
Graphite and the Marty Hogan Comp were 
introduced. This year's models have introduc­
tory copy provided by the manufacturer. For 
more information contact: Marty Hogan Rac­
quetball, 7444 Trade Street, San Diego, CA 
92121: 619-271-8390. 

The Blaster 05 The Graphite Blaster 
The new Bla ster 05 is a tough, high­ The new Graphite Blaster is an injection 

performance aluminum racquet at a very affor­ molded graphite / fiberglass racquet which 
dable price. Th'e aerospace quality aluminum combines the power of graphite with the flexibil· 
alloy feature s excellent fracture toughness and ity of fibergla ss + Well-balanced and durable + 
fatigue resistance. In short, it wililastl The wish­ 20% graphite, 80% fibergla ss + foam handle 
bone design is a lightweight and well-balanced system + 3%, 3% leather grips + vinyl cover + 
weapon suitable for players of all levels + Alcoa $29.95. 
7005 aluminum -zinc-magnesium alloy + Foam 
handle system + 3%, 3% leather grip + vinyl 
cover + $34.95. 

RichCraft Sports Prod ucts 
Racquets 

With 37 years of advanced technology and 
tool design for hlgh·tech industries combined 
with an equal amount of experience in racquet 
manufact uring behind it, RichCraft Sports Pro· 
ducts has launched its first season of racquet· 
ball racquets The products are so new that we 
have very little literature to guide you through 

The Marty Hogan Bronze the se ven racquets they are offering this year . 
The Marty Hogan Bronze is a graphite/fiber­ Rlc hCraft IS the second manufacturer to enter 

glass composition offering the ultimate value in into the oversized racquet market. What infor· 
high-performance composite racquets + Con­ mation we were able to print was obtained 
structed of compression molded hair-pin, auni­ through phone conversations with the com· 
que step down component which maximizes the pany. For more Information contact: RichCraft 
balance and flex characteristics + 60 / 40 Sports Prod ucts, 2033 Hid den Crest Drive, EI 
graphite-fiberglass mix surrounding a vibration Cajon, CA 92020 619-447·5260. 
dampening foam core + Calf skin leather grips in 
3%, 3){; and 4 inches + 230-245 grams + Comes 
with vinyl cover + $69.95. 

The Impulse 
This 7000 Serie s aluminum oversized rac· 

quet was designed in amodified oval shape that 
The Blaster 46 brings the ce nter of playing away from the top of 

The new Blaster 46 is a high-performa nce, 
durabel aluminum racquet + Aerospace alumi­
num combines the playability of a gra phite 
composite with the durability of aluminum + The 
wishbone design provides alarger, more forgiving 
sweet spot + Ideal for the serious player + 
Composed of Alcoa 7046 aluminum-zinc­
magnesium alloy + Custom foam handle system 
+ 3% and 3% leather grips + full thermal cover + 
$39.95. 

the racquet therefore avoid Ing torque problems 
+ The playing platform (sweet spot) feels sub­
stantially larger than the actual increase in rac ­
quet size + A nylon inner-liner and a string 
bumper that covers the entire racquet is an 
exceptional extra + 16 gauge string at 451bs. of 
string tension + Radiant sunburst stringing 
pattern + 250 grams + Recommended for 
beginning through advanced players + $65.95. 

The Classic II 
Graphite composite racquet + Quadriform 

head + A new triangular cross·section absorbs 
more vibration than the standard rectangular 
cross-section + An inverted throat innovation 
improves torquing characteristics while allow­
Ing the long main strings to be anchored to the 
open throat design for a larger swee t spot + 
Stiffest racquet in line and is designed for the 
intermediate to advanced player + 16 gauge 
strings at 381bs. tension + 245 grams + $75.00. 

(Picture at top next column) (Picture at top of next column) 
(Pic tured top of next page) 
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The Turbo Plus 
Graphite composite racquet + Quadriform 

head + Triangular vibration dampening cross­
section + Open throat design + More flex than 
the Classic II and sligh tly lighter at 240 grams + 
16 gauge strings at 38 Ibs. tension + designed 
for intermediate to advanced players + $75.00_ 

The Spectrum 240 
Graphite composite racquet with su bstan­

tially more graphite than the Turbo Plu s and 
Classic II + designed for the advanced player + 
Slightly stiffer playing characteristics + 240 
grams + 16 gauge stings at 38 Ib s. tension + 
$60.00 . 

The Laser 
Graphite composition racquet + Quadriform 

head + Best al l-a round racquet in the line with a 
good balance of flex and stiffness for control 
and power + 250 grams + 16 gauge strings at 32 
Ibs. ten sion + Designed for the intermediate to 
advanced player + $45.00. 

The Pro-Flex 
Fibe rglass/nylon composition + Ova l head 

design + Most flexible racquet in the line + 
Designed for beginningplayersfor more control 
+ 16 gauge strings at 30 Ibs. tension + 250 
grams + $19.95. 

The Pro-Graphite 
Graphite/fiberglass composition + Oval head 

+ Slightly lighter and stiffer than the Pro-Flex + 
Designed for the player looking for the familiar 
feel of an injected molded racquetbut with the 
extra power provided by carbon reinforcement 
+ 247 6rams + 16 gau ge stri ngs at 30 Ibs. 
ten sion + $24.95. 

Voit Sports, Inc. Racquets 
Voit Sports, Inc. used to be AMF Voit but was 

recently sold to the aggressive Reltron Com­
pany, another sporting goods manufacturer, 
this last August. Voit Sports is excited about 
racquetball and their record for high quality 
products is well-known. Of the eight racquets in 
their line, three new ones are out for your 
inspection. The copy was ta ken from their Court 
Sports Catalog. For more information contact: 
Voit Sports, Inc., 5741 Rostrada Ave., Buena 
Park, CA 90621: 714-739-0123. 

The Impact 1XP 
This smashing success for hard hitter starts 

out strong with a rigid 7000 Series aluminum 
alloy I-beam frame + It's teardrop head is per­

~----------------------------~-----------------------------' 
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fect for the power player + 14/20 string pattern blend of graphite and fiberglass in a nylonWilsoll Racquetswith 16 gauge string + polyurethane foam han­ matrix offering exceptional power without sacri­
Just because Wilson is last in our list due todle + floating nylon throat piece + stitched-on ficing control + Quadrangle headshape offers a 

alphabetic sequence, it shouldn't be last in yourbumper guard + 3% and 4 inch leather grips + larger sweet spot + Radiant string pattern with 
considerations for racquets. The Wilson name isHead cover included + 265 grams + $59.95. variable density creates a uniform tension for 
synonymous with excellent sporting goods, rac­ more uniform ball response +Lightweight-240
quetball racquets included. Unfortunately, we grams + Hourglass handle with 33;" and 4 inch 
don't know exactly how many racquets Wilson leather gri ps + Thermal cover incl uded + 
offers in its line, but they did send us four that $75.00. 
they thought should be included in the new 
racquet category The information was sent to 
us by the manufacturer. For more information 
contact: Wilson Sporting Goods, 2233 West 
Street, River Grove. IL, 60171: 312-456-6100. 

The Impact lXC 
Finesse players are sure to appreciate this 

new dimension in control and flexibility + 7000 
Series aluminum alloy I-beam construction + 15 

The Phoenixgauge 16/20 st ~ inging works in concert with a 
The Phoenix has a unique rectangular alumi­floating nylon throat and foam handle to dampen 

num extrusion that provides a lightweight rac­vibration + Stitched on bumper guard + 250 
quet with stiffness for power and speed + Fla redgrams + 3% and 4 inch leather grips + Head The Composite Plus head shape with open throat for larger sweetcover included + $59.95. Composite material plus an advanced design spot + Radiant stringing + Has the popular "W"

dislinguish the Composite Plus as a high-tech imprinted on the top cap + Strung-in bumper
racquet + Hand-Iayed graphite and fiberglass and grommet strip + Foam-filled handle + 3
construction produces stiffness and flex where 11116 and 3% inch leather grips + 260 grams +
each is needed-playability is "dialed-in" + $65.00.
Special throat design for added stability and 
reduced torque + Strung-in bumper and grommet 
strip for added string protection + Foam-filled 
vibration reducing handle + 245 grams + 3 
11116 and 3Jis leather grips + Thermal cover 
included + $120.00. 

The Impact lXL 
This free-swinging racquet delivers an excep­

tional blend of power and control + 6000 Series 
aluminum alloy I-beam construction + 15 gauge The Flare
12114 strings keeps tne ball on the strings The Flare is made of high strength aluminum
longer for added finesse + Stitc~e dl o~ bumper + In a unique tubular extrusion + Lightweight but
Floating th roat design provided exceptional sta­ very strong + Popular "W" imprint on top cap +
bility + 245 grams + 33;,1 and 4 inch leather grips Strung-i n bu mper + foa m- filled ha ndle to absorb 
+ Head cover included + $59.95. vibration + very light at 235 grams + 311/16 

and 3% leather grips + Cover included + $52.00.•
The Sting Graphite 


The Sting Graphite is an injection composite 
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An int erview of Steve and Mr. Ohyama conduc ted by Mr. Ueyama w ho was also th e re fe ree for 
the exhibition match 

STRANDEMO IN JAPAN: 

A Week OJ Teaching Injapan As Seen Through 
The Eyes OJ America's Premier Instructor 

A 
s the growth of racquetball 
spreads around the world, the 
international demand for the 

sport's best teachers is increasing dramat­
ically_ Many of racquetball's top players, 
including Mike Yellen, Lynn Adams and 
Jennifer Harding, have recently returned 
from clinic and appearance tours in Japan, 
the current hotbed of international rac­
quetball growth_ 

In early October Steve Strandemo, 
considered by many to be the top instruc­
tor in racquetball, was invited to spend 
one week in Japan's heart-the cities of 
Tokyo and Yokohama_ 

" In Japan right now," says Strandemo, 
"racquetball is going through a growth 
period like it did in the United States in 

1977- 78, when the sport was just catch­
ing on_ It was exciting to be part of it for a 
week_" 

Like others who have traveled to the 
Far East recently, Steve was impressed, 
and a bit surprised, by the passion the 
Japanese have developed for the spor/. 
He arrived in the country just in time to 
attend one of the largest open tourna­
ments on the Japanese Racquetball 
Association's season, which was held at 
The Baschamichi Racquetball Club in 
Yokohama_ 

"It was one of their biggest tourna­
ments ," he says, "and it was very well 
attended_ There were about 250 players 
in both the men's and women's division, 
and in all the different playing levels and 

age brackets." 
Steve is quick to point out that he was 

immediately struck by the quality of play_ 
But he was equally surprised by the facil­
ity where the tournament was played. 

"On the top floor of the club there is an 
exhibition court and a seating arena that 
can easily hold 1,000 people. It was built 
strictly for an exhibition arena. They 
have mechanical bleach~rs that move in 
from all three sides at the push of a but­
ton_ At the top it has 'sky boxes' where 
cameras or VIPs can be seated. There's 
also a glass pane in the front wall for 
television cameras." 

The large television court was utilized 
during the tournament not only for play, 
but for an exhibition match between 
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Steve and Shoun Ohyama, which was 
filmed for the Tokyo Broadcasting Com­
pany for later replay on one of the area's 
sports shows. 

After the exhibition and a clinic that 
followed, Steve witnessed an awards 
ceremony, Japanese style. "It was one of 
the most impressive ceremonies I have 
ever seen, similar to the awards presenta­
tion of a mini-olympics. It included music, 
spotlights, and presentations of medals to 
the players, and took nearly two hours. It 
was so different from racquetball tour­
naments in the States." 

Steve spent much of the next week 
visiting clubs throughout the Tokyo area. 
He was surprised at some of the differen­
ces between the clubs that are being con­
structed by the Japanese and those in the 
U.S. 

"Their clubs are well designed and well 
built. The Japanese have been strongly 
influenced by people who had visited the 
U.S. and convinced them to put glass on 
all their courts. Every court in every club I 
visited had some type 01 glass lor view­
ing. When you walk into one of these 
clubs, racquetball players are instantly 
visible, which I think is really good for the 
exposure 01 the sport." 

According to Steve, the Japanese clubs 
are also smaller than their American 
counterparts: "We visited one three-court 
facility. The largest was the new Big 
Bang Racquet Club which had nine courts, 
and just opened the last Sunday we were 
there." 

In the course 01 his clinic series across 
the Tokyo area, Steve had a unique 
opportunity to spend an afternoon with 
the Japanese College Racquetball Asso­
ciation: "This was a group 01 40 very 
keen college students who didn't have 
racquetball courts at their schools, but 
would hold activities at one 01 the local 
clubs. It was really great to see. We had a 
question and answer period and then got 
all 01 them on the court to work in the 
afternoon. They were just very keenly 
interested-they were gaining an educa­
tion and racquetball had become a very 
important part of their Iile. " 

It has been said that racquetball is an 
ideal sport for the Japanese people-or 
perhaps the other way around. In terms of 
body type, they are built much better for 
the game than most Americans. 

"I went over with a really open mind," 
Steve says, "not really knowing what the 
quality 01 play would be. I was really 
taken back by the quality 01 play they 
have reached. Overall, the Japanese are 
a very athletic group who are taking to 

Steve presenting the 1st place trophy in the Men's Open division to Mr. Naoi. Second place was 
awarded to Mr. Kiuchi (between Steve and Mr. Naoi ) 

Mr. Ohyama and Steve during their exh ibition match at the Bashamichi Class ic. This match 
was lilmed by the Tohyo Broadcasting System lor replay later on their network 

Japanese players displayin g the current issue ollntemational Racquetball 



Steve demonstrates proper forehand technique to one stu dent Photo by Ken Shinn 

The stall thai coordinaled the Bashamichi Class ic, In the top row, second from the righi , is Mr . 
Ishihara who arranged Sieve's trip to Japan 

racquetball very quickly. I was impressed 
with their movement on the court. They 
have excellent movement on the court­
they are very quick and very strong. 

" In the course of the trip I had a chance 
to play most of the top merfand women in 
Japan. They have a good grasp of the 
game. They just needed a little refinement 
in a few areas: serving angles, serve 
returns, ceiling ball rallies, and how to 
position yourself to be most effective in 
center court. They also needed to start 
hitting on the run, and to know that it is a 
totally acceptable part of racquetball. It 
will take them a little time to do it, but with 
the proper guidance they are soon going 
to be able to compete on the same level as 
the American and Canadian players. 

"I think I was most impressed by their 
attentiveness, and the interest they 
showed. Also, they are willing to work­
they're not averse to hard work at all." 

How does an American racquetball 
instructor communicate with Japanese 
players? 

"My Japanese is very minimal, and 
although many of the players I taught 
spoke a small amount of English, it wasn' t 
enough for the pace we needed to go . So, 
our interpreter was very important. That 
was a different experience for me-I had 
never worked through an interpreter 
before. You have to make sure that your 
thoughts are very clear and simple, to 
make it easy for the interpreter to get 
things across. I was a little amazed how 
quickly and efficiently we got that 
accomplished." 

The Japanese people thanked Steve by 
giving him a party before he left: "It was 
at the Kioi-Cho Racquetball Club, on the 
Saturday evening before our last day. 
People from all the clubs we visited were 
there. They gave me one of the nicest 
gifts; a very valuable Geisha Girl doll 
enclosed in a glass case. 

"The last day we did an exhibition and 
clinic at the Grand Opening 01 their 
newest and largest club: The Big Bang 
Racquet Club. They said about 1,200 
players came through the club that day. It 
is a beautiful facility: glass courts-side 
wall and back wall, life cycles , Nautilus 
machines. I watched for a short time the 
Japanese aerobic instructors putting on a 
demonstration. " 

"I really want to thank (my sponsor) 
Head Racquet Sports and Mr. Ishihara 
for a very worthwhile experience. It was 
great for me to be so well received, to be 
appreciated, and to find people that were 
so receptive to information. It was the 
type of feeling that made me want to stay 
and help." • 



CANADA 

JOHN HAMILTON OF THE CRA AND 


LYNDSAY MEYERS OF CPRO TALK ABOUT THEIR 

FAVORITE SUBJECT-CANADIAN RACQUETBALL 


What's going on with CPRO (Cana­
dian Professional Racquetball Associ­
ation) this year? 

Meyers: Lots. We hope. I've sent off the 
contracts to all of the potential tour stops 
in Canada and we are just waiting for 
their return. We should have the same 
number of stops we had last year-eight 
or nine. 

When is the first stop? 

Meyers: Actually , we had our first pro 
stop in July . Our schedule is more spread 
out over the year than the American pro 
stops. The next stop is scheduled in Van­
couver' B.C. this November 8-11. It's 
called the Grey Cup CPRO/Am because 
of a profesional football final that takes 
place then. The sponsors for the tourna­
ment are Molson's beer, Voit, CP Air and 
Nautilus. There will be $6,500 in prize 
money for the Canadian pros . After that, 
the year looks real busy, especially in the 
sprmg. 

Does CPRO have a ranking system for 
its players? 

Meyers: Weare testing a couple, this 
being only our second year. We had one 
last year and it seemed to run okay, but 
this year we're running testers along side 
it to see whether or not the seedings cor­
respond with the rankings, but, I think it 
will take a year or two to find one that is 
suitable for the league. One of the reasons 
it is difficult right now to finalize the rank­
ing system is because there are so many 

players that come in and out of the game 
throughout the year. So, until we get a 
firm base of players playing racquetball 
for an actual living, rather than for a 
secondary source of income like they do 
now, it may be hard to come up with a fair 
system of ranking. 

What do you use for a scoring system 
in Canada? 

Meyers: We're using three out of five to 
eleven-the same basic scoring system 
as down there. I was the one who intro­
duced it into Canada and everyone seems 
to agree with me that it's a good system. 
There are lots of things that we are doing 
in Canada that are similar to down there. 
We're even getting the CRA, the amateur 
organization, to switch their serving rule 
to the U.S. five foot safety rule. 

What does CRA stand for? 

Hamilton: The CRA is the Canadian 
Racquetball Association and it is much 
like the AARA in the United States, but it 
encompasses all of the racquetball associ­
ations in Canada both amateur and pro­
fessional. CPRO, or the Canadian Pro­
fessional Racquetball Association, is one 
arm of the CRA. In fact, the pro nationals 
were a part of the amateur nationals and 
were held at the same time. It works out 
great because they have a chance to have 
input into our programs and vice versa . 

Do the pros and the amateurs work 
under the same set of rules? 

Hamilton: For the most pa rt, yes . There 
are some exceptions like the scoring sys­
tem. They use the five games to eleven 
which seems to be the route most people 
are going now. I think it's a little more 
exciting. We have been using the interna­
tional scoring system of two games to 
twenty-one and a tie breaker to 15, but 
during this past year and a half we have 
opened it up and have allowed amateur 
tournaments to use different scoring sys­
tems and a lot of them seem to be going 
toward the 15 point games or five games 
to eleven. 
Do you think it's a good idea to open up 
the sport to change like that? 

Hamilton: We feel that if we have too 
strong a hold on racquetball, that it will 
choke itself or rebel anyway. Our philo­
sophy is that if there are any problems, we 
open it up and let the players decide for 
themselves through trial and error. We 
don' t want a dictatorial type association 
bossing everybody around. 

When something has resolved itself, 
how do you make it official? 

Hamilton: We have a sixteen person 
board of directors. Ten of those people 
are appointed by our provincial groups, 
which are equivalent to the AARA state 
organizations, and one representative is 
from CPRO. The other five people are 
elected at large. 
Are you an elected official? 

Hamilton: No. I am an employee of the 
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Association like Luke St. Onge is 

employed by the AARA. 


Does the CRA have any rulings on the 

oversized racquets coming out now? 


Hamilton: Ektelon has approached us, 

but on things like that we like to let the 

players decide what they would be most 

comfortable with. Don't think that we're 

not afraid to tackle something controver­

sial, remember, our association made 

eyewear mandatory in tournament play 

back in 1978-almost 6 years ago! So, 

when the question of oversized racquets 

becomes an issue, we'll let the players 

decide. 


Has any eyeguard company ever 

approached the CPRO as a sponsor? 


Meyers: Not yet, no. It would seem like a 

natural market to me, though. Many 

clubs make eyeguards mandatory, also , 

and even guests are required to wear eye 

protection. If you counted up all the play­

ers that have to wear some sort of eye 

protection, it should be an impressive 

figure . 


How many racquetball players are 

there in Canada? 


Hamilton: We feel there are 360 to 400 

thousand regular players. The sport is 

very healthy here and it's getting better. 


Actually, there was a survey that the 

government took three years ago that 

placed the number of racquetball players 

at 1.3 million, but that took into consider­

ation people that had only played once. 


Are most of the regular players 

members of private clubs? 


Hamilton: Yes. Private clubs, Y's and 

Community Centers. Canada is very 

much like the U.S. in that regard, but by 

far the largest player group is in private 

clubs. 


How does the association round up 

sponsors? Is it a problem for the CRA 

to fund itself? 


Hamilton: Well, we get a fairly substan­

tial amount of support from the federal 

government. For those of you who don' t 

understand the politics of Canada, let's 

just say that things are a little more social­

istic up here and the government supports 

the idea of excellence and participation in 

sports. They fund, to varying degrees, the 

sport governing bodies. I'm speaking to 

you from building that's in a suburb of 

Ottowa, the nation's capital, and this 

office is subsidized, my salary is subsid­

ized. I have a secretary that's .. . 


Subsidized? 


(Laughs) ... Subsidized-the whole thing 
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is. We operate on a budget of about 
$400,000 a year and approximately 150 
to 170 thousand of that comes from the 
government in one way or another in the 
form of direct contributions or subsidized 
services. 

How is the money used in the 
association? 

Hamilton: Basically, most of it is used to 
run the national office and run the various 
programs of the association. We got 
about a third of the cost to send our team 
to the World Games from the government 
and AMF Voit, as our major sponsor, 
picked up the rest. 

It was a close match between the U.S. 
and Canada. I thought Canada was 
going to win. 

Hamilton: We gave the U.S. a good run . 
And it's to our credit that Canada's Ross 
Harvey came away with the International 
Singles Championship. The American 
media didn't seem to think we were going 
to do that well, but we did come in a 
strong second at the World Games. I'm 
sure Canada is capable of taking first in 
international competition. • 
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But Ridlcraft built 
more into IMPULSE than just 
extra size. We applied 31 

.......__...... y~ars of experience design­
,ng aerodynamic and 

sporting goods products 
to building the best 
oversize racquet we 
knew how. IMPULSEIntroducing is it.IMPULSE by We created a special Richcraft. With cross-sectional design a string platform that is lighter, stronger, measuring in at 20 

smaller, and aerodynamic­by 10 inches, you 
ally sound to give youget 50 percent more 

maximum control. playing surface than Then we added a w ith a conventional L:Jnique inner nylon string racquet and a sweet liner that protects the strings spot that's 75 percent and gives the frame added 
~arger, b~t, still weighs durability and strength. ,n at an ,n( redi ble Finally, we gave you245 grams. a full bumper, which protects 

t he strings and frame, 
so your IMPULSE racquet 
~iIl gi'(e you years of play­
,ng enjoyment. 

Lightweight, durable. precision-crafted 
IMPULSE gives you a better chance at the 
ones that got away. 

We did all this, and 
still made it affordable for 
you l 

!\~!!!!~~

A subsidiary of Intramark. Inc. P.o. Box 20735 . EI Cajon , CA 92021 

(619) 447·5260 



The Ektelon Maxum (left) and Richeraft ,.u .,uwu-.,~"u . racquet 

RACQUET REVIEW: 

THE OVERSIZED RACQUETS 

EKTELON MAXUM 


RICHCRAFT IMPULSE 


Racquetball racquets have evolved con­
tinuously since the invention of the 
sport in the 1950s, as manufacturers 

have struggled with the problems of weight. dura­
bility, and playability.The tech nological marvels of 
graphite, boron, and Kevlar that are commonplace 
in the sport today are a far cry from the sawed-off 
tennis racquets that were used by the pioneers of 
racquetball . But, while nearly every ra cquet char­
acteristic hasbeen the subject of experimentation 
and change, one area has remained essentially 
constant: racquet size. 

In June of this year Ektelon announced the 
introd uction of two new oversized, or "macro" 
racquets, the Maxum and the Contra. These rac­
quets constitute a radical departure from any 
previous racquet design, with frames that offer 
hitting surfaces nearly 30 square inches larger 
than conventional racquets. They are longer, 
wider, and are strung at much higher tension. 
Their introduction has also caused some controv­
ersy in the sport, particularly in the AARA, which is 
the only body in racquetball that has arule govern­
ing racquet size in its rule book. (The AARA 
recently announced a moratorium on enforce­
ment of that rule for one year to assess the impact 
of oversized racquets on the sport.) 

In September a second manufacturer, Rich­
craft (which has built racquets marketed by other 
companies for many years), introduced the 
Impulse, an oversized frame which is markedly 
different in appearance than the two Ektelon 
designs. 

The oversized racquet concept was spawned in 
tennis about ten years ago with a racquet called 
the Prince, which was so successful among begin ­

ning and intermediate tennis players that it is 
estimated Prince now controls nearly 40 percent 
of the worldwide tennis market. The concept 
behind the new oversized racquetball racquets is 
the same that made the Prince so successful : 
Increased size of the sweet spot (that portion of the 
strings where the ball is contacted solidly) gives 
the average player a better chance of hitting an 
effective shot. 

Early critics of the new oversized racquetball 
racquets have claimed that, unlike tennis, rac­
quetball players have little difficulty making solid 
contact with the bal l. Ektelon and Richcraft 
obviously disagree. Since both racquets are just 
now coming to market, it is likely to be some time 
before we know who is right. 

Evaluating the new oversized framespresented 
an interesting challenge for us. Since nothing like 
the Maxum or Impulse has ever existed, either 
racq uet is likely to feel foreign to anyone who plays 
regularly with aconventional frame. Therefore, the 
research for this review was done in two parts. 
First, we enlisted the help of aleague of beginning 
and intermediate players at our local club to play 
with the racquets for an evening and then give us 
their early impressions. (Thanks to Dino Paolini 
and the Reno Athletic Club for their help) Second, 
for the past four months staff members of Interna­
tional Racquetball-ranging in play from begin­
ning to advanced-have been playing regularly 
with the Maxum, Contra, and two versions of the 
Impulse. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 

While the reaction to oversized racquets varies 
greatly from player to player, certain impressions 

seem to be universal. 
The differences in feel between oversized and 

conventional frame s are not subtle. Nearly 
everyone involved with this test agreed that over­
sized racquets offer some performance benefits 
but also present some drawbacks. 

The natural result of enlarging the hitting sur­
face is the increased size of the "sweet-spot." 
Ektelon's literature claims a sweet-spot increase of 
80 percent, and it is a noticeable difference. The 
oversized racquet seems to contact the ball solid ly 
more often than a conventional racquet. It is also 
more forgiving on shots that are contacted off­
center, particularly those that are hit high up on 
the racquet face. For some this becomes most 
obvious when hitting ceiling balls, perhaps the 
most difficult shot in the game to hit squarely. 

There is a price to be paid, however, for that 
increased hitting surface. Once you get outside the 
sweet-spot, vibration becomes a real problem. In 
fact, frame vibrat ion was the most common com­
plaint about the oversized racquets we encoun­
tered. That is probably to be expected; the over­
sized frames are constructed of aluminum extru­
sions that must span a much longer unsupported 
distance than normal racquets, without adding 
weight (all of the racquets tested weigh approxi­
mately 245 grams, about the same as standard 
high-performance frames). 

It is difficult to determine how severe the vibra­
tion problem really is, because the only standard 
of comparison is the state-of-the-art conventional 
frame which is virtually vibration-free. Ten years 
ago, when racquet vibration was the subject of 
much discussion, it became accepted that if the 
vibration didn't result in loss of control, or sore­
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ness in the hitting arm, it was not aserious prob­
lem. Judging by that erstwhile standard, the vibra­
tion of the oversized racquets seems to be within 
acceptable limits. During our evaluation there 
were no complaints of lack of control; indeed, most 
players notice agood increase in control. Likewise, 
we have had no reports of arm soreness due to 
vibration. We should also note that most players 
don't seem to notice the vibration at all after using 
the racquet for a couple of days 

One myth successfully buried during our eva­
luation is that the oversized racquet will change 
the game because it will add so much power. The 
oversized racquet definitely does not add power; it 
adds control and, for most players, slightly 
decreases power. That is because in racquetball 
power is achieved by "snapping" the wrist at the 
moment of im pact with the ball. Because of the 
increased length and overall size of the new rac· 
quets, wrist·snap is slightly impeded. 

This point probably explains why some players 
like the oversized racquet so much better than 
others. Racquetball players can be neatly divided 
into two groups according to stroke preference 
the "pushers" and the "snappers." The pushers 
tend to guide the ball forward with a controlled, 
mild wrist-snap, while the snappers crack the ball 
at the end of a pendulum swing much like the 
crack of awhip. (Both strokes are effective-Mike 
Yellen is a pusher, Marty Hogan is a snapper.) 
Pushers take to the oversized racquet very 
quickly, sometimes without any adjustment at all, 
while snappers are frequently unable to ever 
adJ ust to th e increased size. 

The increased length and size of the macro 
racquets causes most players to have timing prob­
lems in the first couple of hours of play. The most 
common problem is that kill shots tend to rise two 
or three feet on the front wall. This is probably due 
to the slight slowing of the wrist-snap, and seems 
to disappear with most players in a short time. 

One concern that has been voiced about the 
new racquets concerns safety. Some in the indus­
try feel that increasing the size of racquets may 
increase the possibility of getting hit by one. That 
doesn't seem to be true. A number of our testing 
players used the racquets (four of them) in dou­
bles matches, and there was no noticeable 
increase in racquet hazard. 

Despite the few adjustments one has to make to 
play effectively with an oversized racquet, most 
players who participated in our evaluation were 
pleasantly surprised. Nearly 60 percent of those 
who played with the racquets for less than an hour 
said they would play with one on a regular basis. 
Nearly half said they would buy an oversized. 

If our experience here at the magazine is any 
indication, macro racquets may be addicting; our 
test was concluded some weeks ago, yet many 
here continue to use one regularly. Beware: For 
some players, switching back to a standard rac· 
quet after adjusting to an oversized can be very 
difficult. 

One final point. Both Ektelon and Richcraft 
have indicated that they expect the oversized 
racquet to be accepted best by beginning and 
intermediate players. Our tests found that to be 
only partially true. How one is impressed by the 

oversized racquet seems to be more dependent on 
playing style than playing level. Stated simply, if 
your game is built around control-pinches, 
passes, ceiling shots, etc.-you owe it to yourself 
to give one of these racquets a try. 

EKTELON MAXUM 

According to Ektelon, the Maxum is the result of 
more than two years of research. That is not 
difficult to believe. Consider that prior to 1979, no 
manufacturer was able to produce any playable 
racquet frame that weighed under 250 grams. The 
head of the Maxum is 20.5" by 10.5" in length and 
width compared to standard frames which are 
approximately 18.5" by 9". The hitting surface is 
nearly 50 percent larger than aconventional rac· 
quet, and yet the weight has been kept at a 
featherlight 245 grams, the same weight as the 
high·performa nce CBK. 

Ektelon Maxum 

The design of the Maxum is similar to Ektelon's 
aluminum designs of the past few years. In 
appearance it resembles an enlarged Magnum 2, 
only with a more teardrop shape. As has become 
Ektelon's trademark, the Maxum has no throat· 
piece; Ektelon believes that the longer strings that 
are possible with athroatless design help increase 
the size of the sweet-spot. 

The challenge of constructing a racquet of this 
weight, that was at the same time stiff and stable 
enough, required the creation of an all new alumi­
num extrusion by Alcoa called "7005 thin profile." 
What is most impressive about this aluminum 
frame is its resistance to deformation. Abig draw­
back to aluminum racquets in the past has been 
their tendency to deform or bend on contact with 
the wall or floor. The Maxum we tested has been 
brutalized by anumber of top·notch wall bashers, 
and so far there has been no visible deformation 
whatsoever. What makes this accomplishment 
quite remarkable is that the frame of the Maxum 
has to support a constant string tension of 45 
pounds, much higher than any standard racquet. 

The handle of the Maxum is the standard foam 
with leather grip that has proven itself well on 
Ektelon's other racquets. 

Because of the exaggerated teardrop shape, the 
sweet-spot of the Maxum is very large and is 

located toward the top of the racquet head. And 
yet, with no throat piece, shots can be hit solidly 
almost all the way down to the top of the handle. 
The only time the racquet seems unstable is when 
the ball is contacted at the ver.y edge of the hitting 
surface; and considering the size of the surface, 
that shouldn't happen often. 

Our only complaint with the Maxum is one that 
could be leveled at many racquets on the market 
today. I n the effort to control weight, Ektelon has 
joined the trend toward thin, brittle bumpers, 
which tend to chip on contact with the wall or floor. 
Our racquet is already missing about an inch of 
bumper on one side. Since these bumpers are 
held to the racquet by the strings, they cannot be 
replaced without re-stringing the entire racquet, 
and, while that's nice for stringers, it IS anuisance 
for players. Again, this is not a problem unique to 
the Maxum; many of the best racquets on the 
market today have 3-hour bumpers. Can't some­
body come up with a bumper that is both strong 
and light? 

It is obvious that Ektelon put a great deal of 
research and effort into designing this racquet. 
The Maxum breaks new ground, and yet it is 
capable of staying on the court with the best 
standard·sized racquets produced. Whatever the 
playing public may eventually decide about over­
sized racquets, the Maxum represents a remark· 
able achievement in racquet design. 

RICHCRAFT IMPULSE 

Richcraft is a name that is not familiar to most 
racquetball players, and yet many have played 
with racquets that were produced by this Bur­
ban k, CA, company Among other things, Richcraft 
produces the dyes that are used in injection mold­
ing machines, and in fact made most of the dyes 
that formed the original Leach fiberglass racquet 
frames. 

The Impulse is just part of a new racquet line, 
the first that Richcraft has marketed under its own 
name. 

The Impulse is an aluminum (Alcoa 7000 ser­
ies) oversized racquetball racquet designed for 
players from beginning to advanced playing lev­
els. Its head shape is described by Richcraft as 

Richcrafl Impulse 
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Tests prove Wilson TruBlueM lasts longer than Penn~ 
Our Wilson TruBlue certainly shows its colors when it comes to durability. 

Because precise lab tests at tomnament-Ievel speeds prove conclusively that 
TruBlue can withstand more punishing hits than Penn. And that translates into 
more kill shots, more blazing serves, more crushing forehands where it counts 
most. On the court. So if you want a consistent, lively racquetball that's going 
to last, pick the one that finished first. Wilson TruBlue. 

-

•Penn IS a registered trademark of the Penn AthletiC Products Company. Keeping you ahead of the game;M 
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"modified oval," and is much different in appear­
ance than the Ektelon Maxum; the flare in the 
head of the Impulse is located down toward the 
handle, which then narrows toward the top 

The purpose of the unusual head design is to 
move the sweet-spot toward the handle, and the 
resulting feel is quite unique, The Impulse feels 
much less like an oversized racquet than the 
Maxum;theapparentswingweightisless(although 
the actual weight is close to the same) giving it 
more a feel of "mid-size." This characteristic 
seems to make the Impulse somewhat easier to 
adjust to for many players Although it is moder­
ately flexible, the racquet has an extremely solid 
feel,and vibration isonlyapparentwhentheballis 
struck at the very widest part of the racquet face 
or the very top, 

The Impulse is athroatless aluminum extrusion 
design, with a unique nylon interliner that sup­
ports the strings, The 16 gauge string is held at 45 
pounds and is arranged in the now popular "sun­
burst" pattern, 

Richcraft varies the weight of the Impulse by 
offering different weight bumpers, The bumper is 
a single piece of soft nylon that stretches all the 
way around the racquet head to the handle, It is 
very resistant to breakage, and can be replaced 
without restringing-good job, Richcraft, 

We actually tested two versions of the Impulse, 
252 grams and 245 grams, Both racquets were 
accepted very well ,with asl ight preference for the 
heavier model. Richcraft has informed us that they 
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will probably market only one model ,and they are 
leaning toward a weight of 250 grams, 

Despite its increased size, most players adjust 
quickly to the Impulse, Because the head narrows 
toward the top, there seems to be less initial 
problem contacting the walls and floor than with 
the Maxum (a problem which seems to disappear 
shortly with either) , 

Actually, our only suggestion to Richcraft has 
nothing to do with the Impulse itself, it has to do 
with the Richcraft logo, Our racquet testers con­
firmed that we were not the only ones who thought 
the modified "R," though attractive, looked like a 
hammer-and-sickle, For those who are interested, 
Richcraft produces the Impulse in Burbank, CA, 

not the Soviet Union. 
Politics aside, the Impulse is afine racquet, and 

may even prove to be slightly more palatable than 
the radical Ektelon design. At $65,00 retail, the 
Impulse is priced about rightior the market for 
which it is intended, 

CONCLUSION 

If we use tennis as an example, oversized rac­
quets will probably take some time before they 
catch on with the playing public, The appearance 
of the racquets is so radical that many players 
seem self-conscious walking onto the court with 
one, If the oversized concept truly offers an advan­
tage for the average player, that stigma should 
disappear with time, 

Racquetball has become popular in this coun­
try because it is a fun way for people to get the 
exercise they need, Oversized racquets are 
intended to make the game more fun; if they 
actually do, as they did in tennis, the Maxum and 
Impulse will become the precursors of a new 
generation of racquets, We feel our tests showed 
that many-not all-players do enjoy the game 
more with a larger racquet. 

Whatever racquetball players decide about this 
new concept. the Maxum and Impu lse are excel­
lent examples of state-of-the-art racquet design 
and construction_Ektelon should be congratulated 
for abold and creative new step, Both Ektelon and 
Richcraft should be proud of these fine, and 
important, new racquets, 
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BY STEVE STRANDEMO AND BILL BRUNS 


ADVANCED 
RACqUETBALL 
PART 4: THE SERVE 


Editor's Note: 
This article, Part Four in Advanced 

Racquetball has been divided into two 
parts because of its length. The first part of 
The Serve covered the drive serve and 
appeared in our October issue. If you wish 
to get the book Advanced Racquetball, 
please write to Steve Strandemo, P.O. 
Box 24445, San Diego, CA 92124. 

Good serving is bUilt upon many indio 
vidual approaches: your location in 
the service box, your step motion into 

the ball, your stroke, and your method of reloca · 
tion. Yet in striving for an expert serve there's 
not some unique overall style you must uncover, 
achievable only by the pros. This chapter will 
give you the key guidelines that you can actually 
tackle on your own in practice. Then, as you 
play, there's always an objective measurement 
of your effectiveness: how consistently you can 
get the ball deep into the back corners and, by 
doing so, either (1) have the possibility of an 
ace, (2) force a weak return, or (3) cause your 
opponent to go defensively to the ceiling Can· 
versely, you want to minimize his good offensive 
opportunities by keeping the ball from coming 
off the walls as a setup. 

The "Z" Serve 
You've played the game long enough to know 

how important it is to have an aggressive "Z" 
serve that causes your opponent grief by travel · 
ing deep and tight into both back corners. I'm 
also sure you've often paid the penalty for miss· 
ing your desired front-wall targets. So here 
again, practicing alone and with a friend will 
enable you to find those exact targets that yield 
the ideal pattern: front wall, side wall, floor, 
opposite side wall-and keep the ball off the 
back wall as a setup. Although this pattern is 
more crucial to success than velocity, always try 
to combine both for increased difficulty. First 
master hitting your front-wall targets, practicing 

• 
s 

These are your important front·wall targets on the serve, when contacting the ball 
from the middle of the court. Remember that when you readjust your position in 
either'iJirection; these targets will all shift accordingly and, because of the angles 
involved, some of them will be eliminated-either because your location will make 
them impossible to hit or to avoid being guilty of a screen. 
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The properly executed "Z" will take its first bounce on the floor, then carom into the Ifyou move off to the left to hit your "Z" serve, just remember that your target has to 
side wall and (if allowed to go past) will ideally take its second bounce before coming move accordingly
off the back wall. 

DD 
f1 

The lines on the court indicate the path this "Z" 
serve will take when properly executed, with the 
first bounce occurring deep and close to the oppo · 
site side wall. The numbers on the front wall repres­
ent incorrect target areas. A ball striking Area 1 will 
angle more down the middle of the court and carom 
off the back wall, then the side wall-coming off as a 
setup for your opponent. If the ball hits Area 2, it will 
follow the correct "Z" path but come off the back 
wall as asetup.Area 3 is too low; the ball will take its 
desired path but come in short of the back wall, 
allowing the returner to hit an offensive return. 

center to hit. This shifts the front-wall targets 
fa rther away from the side wall, making them 
easier to see and diminishing the fear of hitting 
the side wa II fi rst. 

When practicing, learn to read the ball as it 
comes off the front wall so that you have agood 
idea where to relocate as you move back­
particularly if you've hit short and you sense 
that your opponent is going to move up and cut 
the ball off after it bounces and before it reaches 
the side wall. Also be ready to give him the 
proper hitting lanes for his cross-court kill or 
pass attempt should the ball jump off the side 
wall for a set up. 

The Lob Serves 
These serves are mandatory not simply as 

safe second attempts, but either to introduce a 
deliberate style of play that may get the rally 
started in yourfavorortochangethe paceofthe 
game or the match. 
The Half-Lob Serve 

The half-lob has actually become an impor­
tant tactical weapon in the power game, thanks 
to arule change since my first book. There's now 
a 5-foot zone behind the service box and, in 
tournament play, the returner loses the point if 
the referee judges that his racquet has entered 
that imaginary zone trying to "fly-kill" the serve 
before it bounces. Instead of taking that risk, 
most players let the ball bounce, and since a 
good lob bounces up around shoulder level, a 
ceiling return usually is dictated . 

Therefore, your goal is to have this serve land 
in the 5-foot zone or slightly beyond, a strategy 
that many times neutralizes the power player 
(The half-lob "Z" generates the same ceiling 
return by taking a high bounce and kicking into 

.-------------------1 your opponent about shoulder height.) Also, as 
with different balls (pressurized and presure­
less) and at different speeds to see how they 
tend to react off the last side wall; then work on 
improving your pace within that pattern . 

In terms of positioning, most players are dis­
covering that it's easier, safer, and equally 
effective to move a few feet to either side of 

much as you want to serve aggressively to keep 
your opponent off-balance when he hits, there 
are days when your execution is shaky and his 
returns are crisp and accurate, putting you con­
stantly on the defensive. Here's where you can't 
be shy about changing your strategy and going 
to your half-lob; at least you'll get safely into the 

rally. 
Neither lob serve requires any real footwork­

Just a nice comfortable stroke, with or without a 
step into the ball. This is a direction shot, so 
keep your wrist basically firm as you swing, and 
concentrate on an easy shoulder and arm 
motion. You'll bring on too many problems, 
especially under pressure, if you try to flick your 
wrist to generate speed on this shot. 

Directionally, keep this serve off the side wall, 
but try to keep it close to the wall and into the 
back corners. The ball is traveling so slow that 
any contact with the side wall will send it out as 
an absolute plum for your opponent. 

The High-Lob Serve 
Hit this serve with the same easy but secure 

arm and shoulder motion, so you're not 
dependent on wrist action. Ideally, try to have 
the ball graze the side wall at about 35 feet as it 
comes down. This keeps the ball close to that 
wall and pushes your opponent deep into the 
corner. The danger, of course, is that the slight­
est error on your part will cause the ball to either 
catch too much of the side wall and carom out 
tow ard the middle of the court, or simply miss 
the side wall and rebound straight off the back 
wall for a setup. 

The Second Serve 
Since many of your low-drive first serves will 

be landing short, don't slight your second serves 
in practice. And when you play, enamored as 
you might be with the power game, keep two 
basic goals in mind: 

1. Go with a second serve you know you can 
easily get in play. Why gamble with a side-out 
and simply hand the serve back to your oppo­
nent by trying a low-drive under this added 
pressure? Instead, work on hitting a controlled 
"Z" or an accurate lob. 

2. Avoid giving your opponent an offensive 
opportunity. Your best choices here again will 
be the controlled "Z" and the different lobs, 
since both serves get the ball in play with more 
ease, while coming into your opponent's hitting 
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You thought you would never get this serious. 
You started out just playing for the exercise. Soon it became an 

obsession. The points got longer, the play became more 
intense. Your head was in the game, but you just 
didn't have the shots. No touch. No Z. No kill. 

Steve Strandemo and Head Racquetball 
have put together a series of camps designed 
to make you a winner. Extensive training 
you'll never forget. UtiliZing the latest 
technology in video replay while work­
ing one on one with the most legendary 
name in the game. Benefit from Steve's 
years on the pro tour by learning his 
inner game of mental toughness. 
1985 Winter Camp Series 
Miami, FL: Jan. 24-27 & Jan. 31-Feb. 3 
San Diego, CA: Feb. 14-17 & Feb. 21-24 

If you're serious enough to 
change your game, Mite or call 
for further inforn1ation. 

STRANDEMO & HEAD 
P.O. Box 24445, San Diego, CA 92124-0445, (619) 437-8770 
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Effective hlgh ·lobs land deeper in the court (as 
shown here) or graze the side wall on their descent. 
However, they can also take their lirst bounce Just 
behind the service box, providing the ball has been 
hit to the Iront wall on a very high arc. 

In most situations, try to have the half·lob serve land 
within the 5·loot zone behind the service box, lor it 
will then arc toward the back wall and carry into the 
returner's hitting area around shoulder level, usu· 
ally dictating a ceiling·ball return. 

zone at about shoulder height. 

Camouflaging Your Serve 
Camouflaging your intended serves (low· 

drivesand hard "Z's") is important at top levels 
of play, since deception costs your opponent 
spl it seconds in anticipation and can thus lead 
to weaker returns and more set up s. However, 
first master a basic two·step motion into the 
ball-and groove your front ·wa ll targets-or 
you may only fool yourself with tricky ploys This 
one motion can actually take you along way, but 
in tougher competition you may need to develop 
a seco nd and third footwork style in order to 
keep opponents off balance. At the pro level, I'm 
forced to hit the sa me se rves out of different 
motions because opponents can easily groove 
into one motion and begin to time my hit. 

One common strategy , for example , is to take 
your low·drive motion to the left, but pound the 
ball down the right wall for a possible ace or to 
draw a weak return. Or, come off that motion to 
the left but instead of hitting a low·drive down 
the left wall, snap a hard "Z" that travels to the 
opposite back right corner. The key, of course, is 
to make the right adjustments in your front·wall 
targets and to execute properly. Let's say that 
your "Z" to the backhand corner has been work· 
ing well, and you sense that your opponent is 
leaning toward that corner as you go to hit. This 
will make the low·d rive down the right wall ­
using the same motion-much more effective. 
Don't be afraid to use strategies like this; you'll 
need all of them and more against advanced 
players. 

Strategy on the Serve 
Here are so me tactics that may help make 

your serve more effective. 
• Think before you go to serve. Having your 

se rve in mind as you enter the se rvice bo x will 
free you to concentrate on your target area as 
you catch your breath . 

• Don't lose your concentration if your 
opponent is using the lO·second rule by holding 
hi s racquet up in the air as you're preparing to 
start your step motion. In a tournament, ask the 
referee to explain hisinterpretation of the rule if 
you feel your opponent is using it to deliberately 
and unfairly slow down play-but don't get 
flustered; lust accept it as a part of this particu· 
lar match. 

• Most of your seves will likely go into your 
opponent's backhand corner (normally his 
weaker side), but don't ignore the virtues of 
good forceful serves to his forehand. First of all, 
this keeps your opponent from "cheating" to his 
backhand side-mentally, in anticipation, if not 
physically. If you're always attacking the back· 
hand, his readiness will help compensate for 
this weaker stroke. Second, he may not be 
accustomed to moving right and effectively 
returning your tough serves. A "Z," especially, 
that is snap ped quickly into the right corner 
might handcuff him before he can get properly 
set up for his return. 

• Against most good opponents, you must 
va ry your se rves as the match progresses, but 
when your opponent has adefinite weaker side 
(forehand or backhandj-, exploit that area the 
best you can and keep the screws tightened . 

• Avoid predictability in your se rve selection 
and direction. Mi x up your se rves-with a pur· 
pose in mind-so that your opponent doesn't 
gain an important edge in anticipation , where 
he 's "seeing" the ball coming before you even 
hit it. I used to hit all of my first se rve s at the 
same hard pace, but eventually I realized that 
my effectiveness was diminishing as the match 
progressed, with many of my opponents teeing 
off on their returns. I've since become asma rter 
server and I'm not a mechanical machine who 
sa ys, " I will simply try to outhit you." Today 
when I'm playing, I'll se rve aggressively, then 
change the pace with slower "Z's" and half·lobs. 
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The high ''Z'' lob is an increasingly popular off­
speed serve, thanks to the current 5·loot rule on 
service returns. Top players lear breaking the 
imaginary plane if they try to volley or shorthop this 
serve, so they let it bounce and usually go up to the 
ceiling with their return. 

I'm always looking for ways to get my opponent 
out of his rhythm and cause so me weaker 
returns. Also, I keep moving around in the ser· 
vice box so he 's constantly seeing something a 
little different. If one se rve isn't working, I'll 
move to a new spot and try the same serve but 
from a different angle. In doing this yourself, 
however, remember: you mu st have agood feel 
for your different target areas, for they will be 
constantly changing in relation to where you 
contact the ball. 

• Let's say you're in a knock·down match, 
midway through the second game, and you've 
been mixing your serves up, but your opponent 
is hot and nothing is working effectively. What's 
apossible solution, short of simply getting better 
execution of your serves? My final approach is 
to focus on what I feel is my opponent's biggest 
weakness, si nce it ha s the greatest chance of 
breaking down under persistent pressure. Maybe 
his weakness hasn't surfaced yet, but I know if I 
can keep pounding away, I may finally begin to 
get the slightly weaker returns I need. And when 
I get these scoring opportunities, I know I have 
to capitalize on them .So what it may come down 
to, late in the seco nd game or tiebreaker, is thi s: 
play the percentages by serving to your oppo· 
nent's most exploitable area, becau se it will 
probably break down the quickest with time 
running out and the pressure mounting. 

The Problem of Screen Serves 
Screen serves are illegal, and they hurt the 

spirit of the game, but many players (including 
myself) have learned to hit them,.taking aa'van· 
tage of a rule that is difficult to interpret and 
enforce. Ba sica lly, the rule states that the 
returner must have full view of the ball before it 
passes the server's body. (In reality, we're talk· 
ing about low·d rives hit from several areas in 
the se rvice bo x.) Technically, there mu st be at 
least 18 inches between the server's body and 
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When you move away from the middle of the court to 
serve, you may eliminate one of your "Z" options By 
moving to the right, the server here can hit low· 
drives to both back corners and a "Z" to his oppo· 
nent's forehand, but he creates a virtually impossi' 
ble angle for hitting a "Z" to the backhand corner 

the ball, to either side-but who can actually 
determine this margin when the ball is traveling 
100 miles an hour or faster? Obviously interpre· 
tation enters in, along with inconsistency and 
controversy when a referee is doing the 
interpreting. 

Screens may not be a problem in day·to·day 
matches around the club if you and your oppo­
nents try to play the game fairly, with a mutual 
respect for two basic rules: (1) the returner 
should be able to see the serve before it passes 
the server's body, and (2) the returner should 
not have to move his position in order to see the 
serve. Unfortunately, screens can cause con­
siderable bickering in league and tournament 
play, where some players try to bend the rules 
as much as humanly possible. 

Practice and Evaluation Tips 
1. You don't need a lot of time to work on 

your serve-perhaps just 10 minutes out of a 
practice session or before you go to playa 
match-but practice hard. Remember: preci· 
sion and consistency in hitting your target areas 
are absolutely crucial. 

2. Set aside time by yourself on the court to 
concentrate on mastering the total movement 
your two-step motion (on low-drives and hard 
"Z's"). hitting your target area, and then relocat· 
ing quickly and In good control-visualizing an 
opponent's low-zone return or defensive ceiling 
return. 

3. Practice your two·step motion in front of a 
mirror so you can see the actual movements 
involved (as compared to the photos in this 
chapter). You can even mark off a5-foot area in 
your living room or the back yard and then 
rehearse the motion without a ball. 

4. Try to have part of one of your matches 
videotaped and you'll see for yourself Just how 
effectively you're relocating to a Dosition where 
you're as ready as possible to cover your oppo­
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Screen serves usually only come into play on low· 
drives, where the ball is hit low enough into the front 
wall for the server to block the returner's viewof the 
ball. This is a subjective ruling in most cases, and 
one of the hardest interpretations In racquetball 
today. 

nent's return. In your mind you may think 
you're efficient-until you see yourself on the 
television screen. If you notice that you're slow 
getting back, this may be the reason why you're 
constantly being jammed or easily passed by an 
opponent's low·zone returns. (Of course, a 
friend can also watch for these things as you 
play,) 

5, Put black tape on the front wall to mark 
your desired low-drize and "Z" targets when 
hitting from a specific location in the service 
box. Then try to groove your footwork motion 
and your stroke so that you contact the ball in 
the same relationship to your target as often as 
possible. 

6. When you begin serving from different 
positions in the service box, and at different 
angles, remember that geometry is at work and 
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Moving off to the left, the server is denying his 
opponent agood view of the ball before it passes by 
hiS body 
The returner appears to have aclear view of the ball 
here, but is often screened when the server steps in 
this dlfection. 

you must do your homework in practice by 
recalculating your targets. Getting all your front 
wall targets fixed in your mind takes diligence 
and concentration, but this is a fact of life for 
advanced players. 

7. Practice hitting all your serves into both 
back corners so that you have a flexible attack 
for different types of opponents, especially that 
left-hander you always seem to face In the quar­
terfinals or semifinals. 

8. Evaluate your serving accuracy. Your low­
drive may sound great as it booms off the front 
wall , but when you objectively study it-by 
measuring fifty low-drives in practice or by hav­
ing a friend chart one of your matches-you 
may discover that a high percentage are actu­
ally coming off the walls as setups. The same 
attention should be given to all your serves.• 

Notice how the server's low·dflve target moves significantly to the right in relation· 
ship to his new hitting POSition. 



TOURNAMENTS 


GERRY PRICE CAPTURES 
FAT CITY OPEN #8 

Gerry Price 

Gerry Price d. Greg Bargas 
6,2,3 
Quarterfinals 
Oliver d. Beardsley 3,5,6 
Sell d. Hawkes 9,8,(1) ,4 
Andrews d. Lerner (6) ,5,4,7 
Price d. Wagner 6,2,3 
Semifinals 
Sell d. Oliver (5),9,(7) ,8,4 
Price d. Andrews 8,2,10 
Final 
PRICE d. Sell 5,8,3 • 

G
erry Price of Castro 
Valley, CA, whipped 
Bill Sell of Huntington, 

Beach, CA 11·5, 11·8, 11·3, to 
capture the $2,000 first prize at 
the Eighth Annual Fat City Open 
Racquetball Championships held 
at Quail Lakes Athletic Club in 
Stockton, September 27·30. 
Gerry was at his finest-not los· 
ing one game the entire tourna· 
ment. He cruised by Greg Bar· 
gas in the 16's; took apart Rich 
Wagner in the quarters 11·8, 
11-4, 11·2; and met Ed Andrews 
in the semi's. The outcome was 
no different in this match-he 
beat Andrews in three straight 
11·8,11.2 , 11.10.0therfinal· 
ist Bill Sell , upset # 1 seed Scott 

Oliver , 5·11, 11·9,7·11,11·8, 
11·4, in the semifinals before 
bowing in the finals to Price. 

In the women's finals , Marci 
Drexler defeated Theresa Nunn 
11·5, 11·7, 11·8 to take home 
the $500 first prize. 

Scott Oliver and Gerry Price 
took the $700 first prize in dou· 
bles by blasting Bill Sell and 
Brian Hawkes in the finals 15·3, 
15·13. There were 290 ama· 
teur and pro players entered in 
the tournament. 

Fat City Open 
September 27-30 

Stockton, California 
Seeded Players: 
1. S. Oliver 

HARNETT WINS AT 
POMOMA VALLEY OPEN 

T 
he final match looked 
like a battlezone with 
Brett Harnett and Jeff 

Conine firing cannon·powered 
roll outs at the Second Annual 
Pomona Valley Championships. 

Forty foot kills were as regu· 
lar as machine gun fire in the 
September 27·30 tournament 
at the Claremont Club in Cali· 
fornia . When the shooting 
stopped, Harnett 's pinpoint 
accuracy and quickness defeated 
Conine, 15·13 , 15·5. 

Conine, who was playing in 
his first tournament in a year 
and possibly the last of his career, 
last appeared 12 months ago 
when he overcame Ed Andrews 
in the finals of the Fifth Annual 
Irvine Clubhouse Shoot out. 

The 18·year·old freshman 
accepted a baseball scholarship 
at UCLA. So now, he will be 
striking out batters with his 94 
mile per hour fastball instead of 
rolling out 100 mph kill shots. 

Harnett breezed through the 

BreI Harnett 

preliminary rounds by defeating 
Mickey Bellah and Dan Factor. 
In the semifinals he overpowered 
Dave Johnson 15·11, 15·9. 

Conine had no problem with 
Craig McCoy in the semis in a 
15·4, 15·5 victory . He also had 
a fairly easy time with second 
seeded Corey Brysman in the 
quarterfinals . Conine won 11·3 
in the tiebreaker after pounding 
Brysman 15·5 in the first game 
and losing the second one, 15·13. 

Conine teamed up with McCoy 

2. G. Price 
3. E. Andrews 
4. B. Hawkes 
5. B. Sell 
6. S. Lerner 
7. R. Wagner 
8. M. Mart in o 

Round of 16: 
Scott Oliver d. Mike Bionfeld 
2,6,3 
Wade Beardsley d . Mark 
Martino 8,11,10 
Bill Sell d. Mike Lowe 3,5,8 
Brian Hawkes d . Stan Wright 
4,9 ,10 
Ed Andrews d. Paul Marino 
9,4 ,2 
Steve Lerner d. Scott Jensen 
2,6,3 
Rich Wagner d. Charles Scott 
9,4,2 

to overcome Brysman and John 
Mack, 15·12, 15·10, in the 
doubles final. In the men 's "A" 
final , Brad Bona defeated Vince 
Jiminez 15·13, 15·12 and Neil 
Fettig overcame Hal Brown in 
the men's "B" final. National 
champion Vance Lerner domi· 
nated men's masters by drop· 
ping Gary Davis while Colleen 
Cardas overcame Judy Peter· 
son in the women's "B" final. 

The tournament included 220 
entries and was sponsored by 
Ektelon , Nike, Sport Grip , and 
Ripe Plum. • 

ANDREWS TAKES 
SIXTH ANNUAL 
WESTERN COOKOUT 

E
d Andrews defeated 
doubles partner Mark 
Martino, 15·14, 15·8, 

in the Sixth Annual Western 
Cookout and Racquetball 
Shootout at The Irvine Club· 
house, Irvine, California. The 
September 12·16 tournament 
was sponsored by Labatt's Beer, 
DP, Nike, Pen, Straw Hat Pizza, 

A'ME, Sir Speedy Printing, RCM 
Sports, and Thorn EMI Compu· 
ter Software, Inc., and Sports 
and Fitness. 

Before the singles final, 
Andrews and Martino overpo· 
wered Clay Ballard and Scott 
Winters, 15·8, 15·10. Martino 
ripped four straight ace serves in 
the second game to gain the 
momentum after trailing, 10·5 . 

Neither Andrews or Martino 
had any trouble in the early 
rounds of singles competition. 
Andrews dropped Dennis Majher 
and Mike Martinez while 
Martino overpowered Marci 
Drexler and John Mack. 

In the first game of the finals , 
Martino had an 8·2 lead , but 
Andrews persistently chipped 
away at the advantage. A change 
of pace midway through the 
game benefitted Andrews, who 
still trailed 9· 7. He scored after 
two backhand lob serves gave 
him an easy set up for a kill shot, 
the other point came when 
Martino skipped in the service 
return. 

When they switched back to 
the power game, Martino was 

continued next page 
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TOURNAMENTS 


HARDING LABORS TO WIN OUTDOOR EVENT 

by Carol Herd 

A 
ctually, it was three 
"days of labor" in the 
scorching Southern 

California sun at Santa Ana 
College for more than 250 out­
door racquetball enthusiasts who 
participated in the 1 st Annual 
Labor Day Classic_ 

In the three open divisions of 
play , competitors battled for over 
$1 ,000 in prize money-which 
is rarely offered in outdoor play­
with three-time outdoor national 
doubles champion Mark 
Harding of Westminister taking 
home top prize money of $300. 

Ray Medina, also of West­
minister took Harding to an 
exciting fifth game tiebreaker in 
the championship match of the 
men's open singles division before 
Harding managed to put him 
away with 16-21 ,20-22, 21-13, 

Andrews from page 45 
able to extend his lead to 12-9 
with a backhand jam serve which 
hit the crack, and two backhand 
kills. Still, Andrews managed to 
tie the score at 13 with an ace 
serve. 

Martino was the first to make 
it to 14 on a set up off the back 
wall, but , he made two crucial 
mistakes to give Andrews the 
win. Martino went for a winner 
but skipped the point and he lost 
the game when he was stuck 
along the forehand wall as 
Andrews passed him on the 
other side. 

In the second game, Martino 
trailed 6-1 and 10-3. The clos­
est he came to Andrews was 
11-7, then Andrews regained 
control for a 15-8 win. 

In the women's open division, 
Marci Drexler, a top amateur 
and rising professional, edged 
Karen Walton-Trent in the 
tiebreaker . 

The tournament drew over 
250 participants, mostly from 
Southern California . However, 
several came from the San 
Francisco Bay area, and one 
entrant came from as far away 
as Chicago. • 

21-15, 15-13 scores. Medina , 
third in the 1984 outdoor 
national's open singles division, 
claimed $100. 

Harding then teamed with 
Paul Olson of Westminister, his 
doubles partner of more than 
four years, to battle for the top 
money in the men's open dou­
bles division, but the 1983 out­
door national doubles champions 
could not quite overcome Jaime 
Barker of Huntington Beach 
and Bill Chadwick of Norco , 
who gave the many sunburned 
but happy spectators another 
tense five-game championship 
match. The Barker-Chadwick 
team split $250 when they 
downed Harding and Olson 21­
12,9-21 ,2 1-18,18-21,15-l3 . 

In the women's open singles 
division Dede Catherman of 
Fountain Valley was taken to a 
tie-breaking fifth game match 
by her long-time friend and dou­
bles partner Sherri Knecht of 
Huntington Beach. Catherman 
easily swept the first two games 
21-9,21-9, but Knecht made a 
strong 21-12 third game come­
back and managed to squeak by 
in the fourth, 21-19 . Cather­
man, with two fresh defeats on 
her mind, then rallied for the tie­
breaker, winning 15-9 to pocket 
$100, while Knecht claimed $ 75. 

These two women then com­
bined to snatch the men 's B 
doubles consolation trophies 
away from local favorites Stan 
Lopez of Santa Ana and Joey 
Romo of Irvine in a 21-15,21­
16,21-19 match. 

Nationally, outdoor, In 

women's open singles play, 
Knecht holds the #3 spot while 
Catherman holds #4, as deter­
mined at the July 1984 outdoor 
Nationals in Costa Mesa, 
California. 

Players and spectators got a 
special treat at this tournament 
when Lynn Adams, the # 1 out­
door woman singles player in 
the world, and for the moment 
the #2 titlist on the Women's 

Professional Racquetball Asso­
ciation tour, came out for the 
tournament. (She's #2 for the 
83-84 season, having narrowly 
lost in overall season points to 
arch rival Heather McKay in 
their unending see-saw battle to 
be top dog of the WPRA.) 

27 -year-old Adams, of Costa 
Mesa, who began her racquetball 
career outdoor at Costa Mesa's 
Orange Coast College seven 
years ago, managed to make it 
into the semifinals in a division 
that had 31 men, including most 
of the top national outdoor play­
ers and an indoor club pro or two. 

She knocked off top-seeded 
outdoor national singles cham­
pion Dan Southern (1980, 2nd 
in '81 , '82 and '84) of Hunting­
ton Beach in the quarterfinals in 
an exciting 15-10, 15-12, 13­
15, 10-15, 15-9 match, but 
when she came up against Ray 
Medina in the semis she couldn't 
quite pull it off, but she played 
an excellent 21-15,14-21,21­
18 , 21-19 match, almost forc­
ing him to tiebreaker . 

Adams forfeited to Westmin­
ister's Greg Freeze for the third 
place spot, after suffering a slight 
elbow injury when she dove for a 
ball on the cement in her semifi­
nal morning match. 

At the start of the tourna­
ment, Adams was asked why 
she decided to risk injury and 
play outdoor (that cement 's darn 
hard on skin and bone) with the 
WPRA tour starting in October 
and she said, " I love to play 
outdoor. The people are a lot of 
fun. It's a nice break from the 
indoor circuit. 

" But I'm very realistic about 
my chances in a men's open div­
ision. If I· happen to win some 
matches along the way, that 
makes it that much more fun ," 
she grinned. 

Her remarks seemed quite 
modest by Sunday when she 
was right up there with the top 
men. In the open doubles div­
ision she and her husband , Jim 
Carson, made it all the way to 

the quarterfinals in a field of 24, 
and were only knocked out of 
the running by the championship 
team of Barker and Chadwick in 
another hard-fought 15-9, 16­
18, 17-15, 15-10 battle . 

Adams showed her champ­
ionship style and sportsmanship 
when she returned to the tour­
nament on Sunday afternoon to 
referee (from her forfeit loss for 
third) , having already reffed and 
gone home after her semifinal 
morning loss. (In outdoor play, 
losers refere, not winners.) 

The eight Santa Ana College 
outdoor courts are quite differ­
ent in size from Orange Coast 
College in Costa Mesa and 
Golden West College in Hun­
tington Beach, the two most 
popular spots in the nation for 
outdoor tournaments. 

Essentially, Santa Ana Col­
lege courts are indoor courts, 
minus back wall and ceiling, 
while Orange Coast and Golden 
West courts are "short wall" 
and much wider and longer than 
indoor spec's. 

Indoor players adapt very 
quickly to the Santa Ana courts, 
and tournament director Carol 
Herd hopes that the combination 
of court size and prize money 
will attract more top Southern 
California indoor players to the 
projected four tournaments a 
year to be held there. 

" I t could become a real battle 
ground between indoor and out­
door players," she says. 

In the November 23, 24, 25 
Thanksgiving weekend tourna· 
ment at Santa Ana College, an 
'A' singles men's division with 
prize money will be offered for 
the first time outdoor. 

There's nothing quite like the 
atmosphere at an outdoor tour­
nament. You can kick back on 
the grass under a treee or can­
opy and keep your eye on sev· 
eral matches at once, or catch 
40 winks between your own 
rounds. You can also work on 
your suntan if you're so inclined; 
or be sure and bring a gallon of 
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THE WETTER, 

THE BETTER 


Get top~tated Supreme GripT~ the 
. unique suede-like poromeric that 

. absorbs moisture fast-gives 
a finn feel and increased 

racquet control no matter 
how much you 

perspire. 

sun screen, otherwise. 
Throw in a few dozen miscel­

laneous kids, a few dogs (not on 
the courts), the frisbee , softball 
and football hurlers , lots of friends 
and family there to watch you 
play and picnic, and it 's easy to 
see why Lynn Adams says, " I 
love to play outdoor. The people 
are a lot of fun ." 

This was a charity-sports event 
and the second racquetball 
tournament ever held at Santa 
Ana College. Sponsor was the 
Santa Ana Neighborhood 
Housing Services, a non-profit 
community organization, which 
has ear-marked tournament 
profits for its neighborhood youth 
project, in which young people 
from the community are hired 
and trained to do home repairs 
for the elderly, handicapped, 
single mothers, and anyone else 
who qualifies . 

Santa Ana College adminis­
tration generously donted the 
courts and AMF Voit donated 
balls and other sports equipment. 

• 

HEAD TO HEAD COMPETITION 


This is the Head to Head Competition Chart for the top 15 men and women 
professionals. 

How to read this chart: For any player, the won/loss record against every other 
player is read horizontally opposite his/her name. 

N 
UJ a: u)I-
...J UJ (j) z (j):<: I- :<: ~ <{ 

<{ UJ N 0 UJ UJ a: :<: :2 :2 z 
z z UJ <{ I a: UJ UJ <{ UJ

Men's ...J 
0 
UJ Z 0 

UJ ...Jz UJ >0 ...J Cl.. a: Cl.. ~ 0 ~ ...J 0 :>...J0 UJ <{ 0 ...J a: z ~ UJ UJ I UJ 
I >- 0 I ci 0 I 0 Cl.. <{ I Z (j) I- ...J 

M HOGAN 2-5 0-1 5-1 3-0 1-0 2-0 2-0 2-1 3-0 2-0 3-0 3-0 

M YELLEN 5-2 4-1 3-1 2-0 3-0 1-0 1-1 1-0 1-0 1-0 2-1 1-0 

G PECK 1-0 1-4 3-3 0-5 1-1 1-0 0-1 2-0 1-0 1-0 2-0 

B HARNETT 1-5 3-3 1-0 2-0 2-0 0-1 2-1 1-0 1-0 0-1 

D PECK 0-3 1-3 5-0 0-1 3-0 0-1 1-1 1-1 0-1 1-0 1-0 

R GONZALEZ 0-1 0-2 1-1 0-2 0-3 1-0 1-1 0-1 1-0 1-0 

J HILECHER 0-2 0-3 0-1 0-2 1-0 0-1 1-0 0-1 1-1 1-0 1-1 2-0 

S OLIVER 0-2 0-1 1-0 1-0 1-0 1-1 0-1 2-0 0-1 0-1 

G PRICE 1-2 1-1 0-2 1-2 1-1 1-0 1-0 0-2 1-0 1-0 1-0 

E ANDREWS 0-3 0-1 0-1 0-1 1-1 1-1 1-0 0-1 1-0 1-1 

B HAWKES 0-2 0-1 0-1 0-1 0-1 0-1 0-1 1-0 

J NEWMAN 0-3 0-1 0-1 1-1 1-0 0-1 1-0 

B SELL 1-2 0-2 0-2 0-1 2-0 

D THOMAS 0-3 0-1 0-2 1-0 

M LEV IN E 0-1 1-0 0-1 0-1 1-1 0-1 0-1 

I­I >- a:ZI- UJ I- 0 
(j) I- ~ a: 0 z 0 I- UJ 

z Z
I UJ (j) UJ a: ...J Cl..UJ (j) a: zWomen's ~ :2 0 N :<: a: 0 UJ 0 ...J Cl..a: a::<: <{ ~ a: UJ a:a: ...J z 

<{ 0 a: 
<{ 0 ::J

II 0 <{ ~ II <{ <{ a: <{ l- I­:2 <{ ~ (3 Cl.. 0 :2 :2 -, CD 0 0 I (j) (j) 

H McKAY 4-2 2-0 1-0 2-0 1-0 2-0 2-0 1-0 2-0 

L ADAMS 2-4 2-0 2-0 2-0 1-0 1-0 3-0 3-0 1-0 1-0 1-0 

SW-HAMILTN 0-2 0-2 1-0 1-0 1-0 1-0 1-0 

T GILREATH 0-1 0-2 0-1 1-0 2-1 1-0 0-1 

VPANZERI 0-2 0-2 1-1 1-0 1-1 0-1 

FDAVIS 0-2 0-1 1-1 2-0 0-1 1-0 0-1 1-0 1-0 

SMARRIOTT 0-1 0-1 0-1 0-2 0-1 1-1 1-0 3-0 1-0 

CMcKINNEY 0-2 0-3 0-1 1-0 1-0 1-0 1-0 0-1 

J JACKSON 0-2 0-1 1-2 0-1 1-1 2-0 

B BARREn 0-3 0-1 0-1 1-0 1-0 1-1 

PGARDNER 0-1 0-1 1-0 0-1 0-1 1-0 

M GREER 0-1 0-1 0-1 1-0 0-1 

J HARDING 0-1 1-0 0-3 0-2 0-1 

B STOLL 0-2 0-1 1-1 0-1 

H STUPP 0-1 1-0 0-1 1-1 



- - --- ------ -- --- -I==============~-=====____S_C_H__ED__U_L_E_O_F_E_V_E_N_T__S~~~~~~~~~~~~! 


DATE 
NOV 15-18 

DEC 6-9 

JAN 23-27 

FEB 6-10 

·FEB 18-24 

MAR 1-3 

MAY 

JUNE 

DATE 
NOV 3D-DEC 2 

JAN 17-20 

FEB 15-17 

FEB 22-24* 

A8 

MEN'S PRO STOPS 

LOCATION . 
Kings Court Racquetball Club 
3000 South Blackburn 
Amarillo, TX 79109 
Tony Rea 
(806) 359-5438 
Schoeber's Racquetball Spa 
Pleasanton Club 
44250 Warm Springs Blvd., 
Suite #9 
Fremont; CA 94539 
John O'Donovan 
(415) 65H584 
'Total money tentative 

Arizona Athletic Club 
1425 West 14th Street 
Tempe, AZ 85281 
Jack Nolan 
(602) 894-2281 
'Total money tentative 

Tulsa Pro/Am 
(918) 587-8883 or 
(918)254-1843 
Mark Farbairn 
'Minimum prize money 
GriHith Park Athletic Club 
4925 S.W. Griffith Drive 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
Devri Doty 
(503) 644-3900 
*Tentatlve 

Crack Shooter Open 
Rocky Mountain Health Club 
1880 Estland Road 
Cheyenne, WY 82001 
Steve Gallassini 
(307) 634-8884 
'Total money tentative 

Ektelon Nationals 
STBA 

DP Nationals 
STBA 

WOMEN'S PRO STOPS . 

LOCATION . 
Celebrity Courts . 
500 Quaker Lane 
Warwick, RI02886 . 
Frank Rawcliffe . 
(401) 826-1800 · 

Sports Gallery 
Jim Carson 
(714) 968-4313 

Racquets Edge Recreation 
Center 
Vermont 
Leslie Srenker 
(802) 879-7734 

Stamford RS & Fitness Club 
49 Brownhouse Road 
Stamford, CT 06902 . 

PRIZE 
MONEY 
$6,000 

$12,000' 

$10,000' . 

$10,000' 

$10,000* 

$10,000' 

$22,500 

$40,000 

·. PRIZE 
MONEY 
-$ 6,000 

$10;000 

$ 6,000 

$ 6,000 

Peter Donahue 
(203)324-6160 
'Date Tentative 

MAY Ektelon Nationals $18.700 
STBA 

JUNE WPRA Nationals $22,000 
Ft. Worth, TX 
Ken Newell 
(817) 284-3353 

NOVEMBER 

Nov. 8-11 
Turkey Shoot *3 
Sundown Dewitt 
Whitewaters Pa rkway 
DeWitt, NY 13214 
Jim Winterton 
315·446-0376 

Nov. 9-11 
3rd Annua l Miller lite Open *3 
Supreme Courts 
Washington, PA 
John Felak 
412 ·228·4545 

Nov. 9-11 
Fireplace Connection 
Gillette Parks &Recreation 
1000 Douglas Highway 
Gillette, WY 82716 
Jim Crisp 

Nov. 9-11 
Michigan Championship Series *3 
Grand Rapids, MI 
Diane Drivers 
900 Long Blvd . #423 
Lansing, MI 48910 

Nov. 9-11 
Cedardale Holiday Open *3 
931 Boston Rd. 
Haverhill, MA 01830 
Ed Henley 
617-683·4870 
Nov. 9-11 
Riva Open Racquetba ll Tournament *3 
Royal Racquet Club 
1718 Rollins Road 
Burlingame. CA 94010 
415·692·3300 
Nov. 9-11 
"Think Snow" 
Mountain Valley Court Club 
R1. #16 
North Conway, NH 03860 
Susan Rowan 
603·356·5774 
Nov. 9-11 
WRA #7 *3 
Tyrone Racquetball Club 
6690 Crosswinds 
St Petersburg, FL 33710 

Nov. 14-18 
Men's &Women's A,B,C,D *3 
HeatherRidge Racquet Club 
13321 E, Iliff 
Aurora, CO 80014 
Bob Vigil 
303-755·3440 
Nov. 15-18 
Academ y Awards 

Academy Court Club 
5555 McLeod NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 

Nov. 15-18 
1984 Turkey Shoot 
Rallysport 
2721 29th S1. 
Boulder, CO 80302 
Phil Rhoades 
303·449·4800 

Nov. 16-18 
1st Annual TV Facts Open *3 
Boulevard Racquet Club 
Bolevard Mall 
1185 Niagra Falls Blvd . 
Buffalo, NY 14226 

Nov. 16-18 
4·Wall Outdoor State <'4 
Recreation Center 
202 W. Park S1. 
Auburndale, FL 

Nov. 16-18 
6th Annua Turkey Shoot *3 
Nashville Supreme Court 
4633 Trousdale 
Nashville, TN 37204 
Jerry Dixon 
615·832·7529 

Nov. 16-18 
Alpha Health Spa Sunset Open *3 
Idaho Falls, ID 

Nov. 16-18 
Broadwater Club 
4920 Highway 12 West 
Helena. MT 59601 

Nov. 16-18 
Coors/Kelo Pro Am 
Russell Courts 
817 W Ru sse ll 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
605·338·9902 
Nov. 16-18 
Court Club East *3 
916 S Governeour 
Wichita, KS 67207 
316·683·1442 

Nov. 16-18 
Indiana State Doubles *4 
Sports Illustrated 
3150 45th Street 
Highland, IN 46322 
Fred Bojrab 
219·924·0690 

Nov. 16-18 
Long Island Open *3 
Sports Set RB &Fitness 
10 Gordon Dr. 
Syosset, NY 11791 
AI Seitelman 



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
516-496-3100 Nov. 29-Dec. 2 Plaza Athletic Club Dec. 15-16 
Nov. 16-18 Auburn Freeze Out *3 650 N. Pearl Lock Box 124 MAC Christmas Classic-Juniors 
March of Dimes Open *3 
Court South 

27 William Street 
Auburn, NY 13021 

Plaza of the Americas 
Dallas, TX 75201 

Montgomery Athletic Club 
5765 Carmichael Pkwy 

100 Olde Towne Rd. Dorothea Hughes Steve Whiffen Montgomery, AL 36117 
Vestavia Hills, AL 35216 315·253-5304 214-922·0110 Turby Treadway 
Sonny Harmon Nov. 30- Dec. 1 Dec. 6-10 227-7130 • 
823·2120 Cheyenne Classic *3 Christmas Classic *3 
Nov. 16-18 Cheyenne Rocky Mountain Fitness Center Schoeber's Racquetball Club JANUARY 
Mid Court's Turkey Shoot Open *3 
20 N E Dixie Hwy Route 707 
Stuart, FL 33494 
Shirley Smith 

1880 Westland Rd. 
Cheyenne, WY 82001 
634·8884 

Nov. 3D-Dec. 1 

534 Owen Ct. 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
415-8460950 

Dec. 6-9 

Jan. 4-6 
New Year Open *3 
Mountain Valley Court Club 
Rt. #16 

305-692·9488 "The Works" Santa Fe Holiday Classic North Conway, NH 03101 
Nov. 16-18 246 Rt. #16 Santa Fe Courthouse & Spa Susan Rowan 
Mr. Steak Open *3 
Wall Street Racquet Club 

Somersworth , NH 03878 
603-742-2163 

1931 Warner 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 

603-346-5774 

Jan. 4-6 
3120 Bradshaw Nov. 3D-Dec. 2 Dec. 6-10 Sundown East Leukemia Benefit *3 
Sacramento, CA 95827 
916-363·4838 

2nd Annual East Longmeadow Open *3 
Racquetball East Fitness Center 

Singers '85 
International Athletic Club 

Sundown East 
6810 Kinnest 

Nov. 16-18 44 Crane Ave. 1630 Welton East Syracuse, NY 13057 
Player Cup Invitational *3 
Benefit for US Nat'l Team 

E. Longmeadow, MA 01028 

Nov. 3D-Dec. 2 

Denver, CO 80202 
Cynthia Howard 

315-437 ·1303 

Jan. 4-6 
Davison Racquetball Club 
G-2140 Fairway Club 
Davison, MI 48423 
313-653·9602 

Cascade Open *3 
2725 169th St. SE 
Bothell, WA 98011 
206-481-4081 

Dec. 7-9 
Family Fitness Center 
2510 Oakmont Way 
Eugene, OR 97401 

Super 7 *4 
Rose Shores Racquet Club 
MI 
Jim Hiser 

Nov. 16-18 
RCM Sports Open *3 

Nov. 30-Dec. 2 
Gold Rush *3 

Dianne Gregoire 
687·2811 Jan. 10-12 

New Mexico Invitational 
Kings Court 
260 Mayfield Mall 
Mountain View, CA 94043 
415-965·2409 

Nov. 16-18 
YMCA Open 
Casper YMCA 
Casper, WY 

Stone Mountain Athletic Club 
5895 Memorial Drive 
Stone Mountain, GA 30083 
404-296·1333 

Nov. 30-Dec. 2 
Kentucky Racquetball Assoc. Tour Stop 
1984 Bluegrass Open 
Northpark Racquetball Fitness Center 

Dec. 7-9 
Holiday Classic *3 
Burien RBC 
Burein, WA 
Sid Williams 
5227 S Puget Sound Ave. 
Tacoma, WA 98409 

Dec. 7-9 

Tom Young's Athletic Club & Spa 
2250 Wyoming Blvd. NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 

Jan. 11-13 
3rd Annual Adirondack Open *3 
Glen Falls YMCA 
Dennis Bradle 
Sta r Route Box 130 

Nov. 17-18 Lexington, KY Kentucky Racquetball Assoc . Tour Stop Glen Falls, NY 12801 
Lehigh Valley Open *3 
Allentown Racquet Club 
Allentown, PA 18011 
Mary Musewicz 
215·821-1300 

Nov. 19-21 

Nov. 30-Dec. 2 
Royal Racquetball *3 
Suffock County 
Old Country Road 
Coram, NY 11727 
732·5500 

Greentree Racquetball Club 
Clarksville, IN 

Dec. 7-9 
Michigan Championships Series *4 
Blanc Racquet Club 
Michigan 

518-789-1036 

Jan. 11-13 
Indy Open-Singles 
Court Club 
3455 Harper Rd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 

Fall Racquetball Classic Nov. 30-Dec. 2 Dec. 7-9 Sonny Moon 
Evergreen Athletic Club 
2932 State Highway 74 
Evergreen, CO 80439 
Ba rry Ridd Ie 
303·674·6902 

Sports World / Bannock Civitan *3 
Pocatello, 10 

Nov. 3D-Dec. 2 
Super Seven *3 
Coliseum RB Club 

Racquet Power Tournament *3 
3390 Kori Road 
Jacksonville, FL 32223 

Dec. 7-9 
Summit City Open 

317-846·1111 

Jan. 11-13 
Metropolitan Health Spa *3 
Pocatello, 10 

Jan. 11-13 
Nov. 23-25 
Annual Turkey Shoot *3 
King Court Racquetball Club 
Erie, PA 
Fran Mifsud 
814·825·8626 

Nov. 23-25 
Racquetball West Tournament *3 
7777 SW 39th Street 
Davie, FL 33328 

Nov. 25-27 
Jr. & Adult Doubles *3 
Sheridan YMCA 
417 N. Jefferson 
Sheridan, WY 82801 
Jay McGinness 

Nov. 29-Dec. 2 
Christmas ClaSSIC *3 
Schoeber's Racquetball Club 
534 Owen Ct. 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
415·846-0950 

Jim Hiser 
313·653-9602 

Nov. 3D-Dec. 2 
Tampa Bay Courthouse *3 
7815 N. Dale Mabry 
Tampa, FL 33614 
Carl Nicks 

Nov. 3D-Dec. 2 
The Courthouse 
Box 4365 
3821 Stevens 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Nov. 30-Dec . 2 
U.S. Nat'l Women's Invitational *5 
Tampa Bay Courthouse 
7815 North Dale Mabry 
Tampa, FL 33164 
Carl Nicks 
813·5321 

DECEMBER 

Dec. 3-7 

Singles & Juniors 
Summit City 
5928 Trier Rd . 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46805 
Janet Coffey 
219·485-1671 

Dec. 14-16 
1984 Space Coast Open *3 
Body Tech 
1525 W. Nasa Blvd. 
Melbourne, FL 32951 
305-768-2757 

Dec. 14-16 
Grand Rapids Patrons Tour *2 
Holland, Michigan 
Lee Fredrickson 
616-672-7736 

Dec. 14-16 
Universal Sports & Courts 
715 13th Ave. S. Box 6548 
Great Falls, MT 59406 

Michigan Championship Series #6 
Oakland Racquet Club·MI 

Jan. 11-13 
New Jersey Mixed Doubles Champs 
The Atlantic Club 
1904 Atlantic Ave. 
Wall Township, NJ 07719 
201-223-2100 

Jan. 11-13 
Powell Open *3 
Mountain West Club 
740 Lane 9 ~ RR3 
Powell, WY 82435 
754-5775 

Jan. 11-13 
UCP Benefit *3 
Supreme Court Club 
155 Ashley Ave. 
West Springfield, MA 01089 
Ken Pulsford 
413-781 ·0181 

CONTINUED ON DEC. 6 Holiday Classic *3 
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RANKINGS 


MEN'S RAN KINGS MEN'S PRO RANKINGS 
SEPTEMBER 4,1984 

WPRA RANKINGS 
SEPTEMBER 4, 1984 

AARA NATIONAL 
MEN'S RANKINGS 

The men's pro rankings are THIS THIS JULY 12, 1984 
based on a 1 O-tournament rotat­ MO. PLAYER POINTS MO. PLAYER POINTS 

REG. 
ing schedule. For each new M. Hogan 91 .00 Heather McKay 322.00 NAME POINTS 
ranking event that is added to 
the list, one event (the oldest 
event on the previous list) is 
dropped. The ten events used 
this month are: 

2 

3 

4 

5 

M. Yellen 

G. Peck 

B. Harnett 

D. Peck 

81 .11 

65 .00 

62.22 

60.00 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Lynn Adams 

S. Wright Hamilton 

Terri Gilreath 

Vicki Panzeri 

302.50 

165.00 

117.75 

94 .50 

1. Sergio Gonzalez 

2. Tim Hansen 

3. Dan Obremski 

4. Dennis Aceto 

685 

593 

570 

550 

- Chicago, IL, 1983 
- Atlanta, GA, 1983 
- Davison, MI, 1983 
- Pleasanton, CA, 1983 
- Beaverton, OR, 1984 
- Anaheim, CA, 1984 
- Austin, TX, 1984 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

A. Gonzalez 

J. Hilecher 

S. Oliver 

G. Pr ice 

E. Andrews 

B. Hawkes 

56.00 

47.78 

47 .14 

45.56 

36.00 

30 .00 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Francine Dav is 

Janell Marriott 

Caryn McKinney 

Joyce Jackson 

Brenda Barret t 

Peggy Gardner 

93.00 

88 .50 

88 .00 

66.00 

59.00 

48.75 

5. Cl if f Swain 

6. Andy Roberts 

7. Fred Ca labrese 

8. Mark Morrison 

9. Jim Cascio 

10. John Bouchard 

11 . Don Costleigh 

550 

480 

380 

375 

370 

317 

305 

- Atlanta, GA, 1984 12 J. Newman 28 .00 12T Marci Greer 40.50 12. Bubba Gajtier 293 
- Davison, MI, 1984 13 B. Sell 27.50 12T Jennifer Harding 40 .50 13. Mike Ray 280 
- Stockton, CA, 1984 14T D. Thomas 26.67 14 Bonnie Stoll 40.00 14. Brian Titus 279 

The ranking system utilizes 14T M. Levine 26.67 15 Heather Stupp 36.75 15. Jim Cullen 260 

the following point system: 16 D. Cohen 26.00 16 Laura Martino 32 .75 16. Randy Olson 257 

Winner. . . . . . . . .. 120 pts 
Second . . . . . . . . . .. 90 pts 
Semifinalist. . . . . . .. 70 pts 

17 

18 

19 

C. Brysman 

S. Lerner 

A. Wagner 

23.33 

22 .50 

21 .67 

17 

18 

19 

Liz Alvarado 

Molly O'Brien 

Marcy Lynch 

28.00 

26.00 

24 .00 

17. Dan Ferris 

18. Gene Fitzpatrick 

19. Scott SI. Onge 

250 

247 

235 

Quarterfinalist . . . .. 50 pts 
Round-of-16. . . . . .. 30 pts 
Round-of-32. . . . . .. 10 pts 
Round-of-64 . ... .... 2 pts 

20 

21 

22 

J. Egerman 

C. McCoy 

A. Gross 

21.43 

17.50 

17.43 

20 

21 

22 

Carol Pranka 

Martha McDonald 

Mary Dee 

22.50 

20 .00 

18.00 

20. Mike Lowe 

21. Jim Owen 

22. Tony Gabriel 

23. Tom Neill 

230 

220 

215 

210 

The total points accumulated 
by a player during the 10 listed 
events are totaled and divided 

23 

24 

25 

C. Swain 

M. Ray 

M. Antes 

16.00 

15.71 

15.50 

23 

24T 

24T 

Diane Bullard 

Rita Hoff Scott 

Stacey Fletcher 

15.50 

15.00 

15.00 

24. Brian Mi tchell 

25. Don Kel ly 

AARA NATIONAL 

204 

200 

by the number of events in 
which he participated (called the 
divider). The largest possible 
divider is 10, and the minimum 
divider is 4. 

The earliest round of a tour­
nament where points are 
awarded is the first round in 

26T 

26T 

26T 

26T 

30 

31T 

31T 

L. Myers 

L. Gilliam 

S. Moskwa 

E. Terry 

D. Gross 

B. Koltun 

M. Martino 

15.00 

15.00 

15.00 

15.00 

14.44 

12.50 

12.50 

26 

27T 

27T 

29T 

29T 

29T 

32 

Val Paese 

Babette Bel l 

Trina Rasmussen 

Leslie Cl ifford 

Marci Drexler 

Monique Parent 

Susie Carlos 

13.00 

12.50 

12.50 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

7.50 

WOMEN'S RAN KINGS 
JULY 12,1984 

NAME POINTS 

1. Cindy Baxter 

2. Mary Dee 

3. Terri Graham 

4. Susan Sanders 

5. Joy Eon 

550 

500 

370 

317 

314 

which the top seed appears, 31T D. Obremski 12.50 33 Jean Sauser 6.00 6. Dot Fischl 300 

even if he draws a bye. No 34T P. Britos 10.00 34 Suzanne Robert 5.50 7. Mary Holroyd 290 

points are awarded for qualifying 34T B. Valin 10.00 35T Kay Kuhfe ld 5.00 8. Joyce Beaudoin 280 
rounds. 34T D. Simmonette 10.00 35T Peggy Steding 5.00 9. Jan Curtis 260 

If a player has entered himself 
in the draw and forfeits, he is 
awarded 0 points and his divider 
is increased by 1. (Forfeits are 

34T 

38T 

38T 

B. Mitchell 

D.Johnson 

J . Sacco 

10.00 

8.00 

8.00 

37T 

37T 

39T 

Donna Meyer 

Elaine Riley 

Diane Adams 

3.00 

3.00 

2.50 

10. Kathy Gluvna 

11 . Martha Ad ams 

12. B.Bell 

13. Robin Levine 

255 

230 

230 

230 
signified on the ranking chart 
with an "F"). 

40T 

40T 

L. Fox 

D. Ferris 

7.50 

7.50 

39T 

39T 

Cindy Baxter 

Kippi Bishop-Thulin 

2.50 

2.50 
14. Chris Upson 

15. Marie Younger 

220 

210 

The women's ran kings are 
the official rankings of the 

40T 

43 

K. Vantrease 

D. Green 

7.50 

5.50 

39T 

39T 

Susie Campbell 

Lisa Dev ine 

2.50 

2.50 
16. B. Crawley 

17. Terri Latham 

200 

200 

Women's Professional Racquet­ 43T M. Plotk in 5.50 39T Cindy Donnel ly 2.50 18. Jessica Rubin 200 
ball Association (WPRA). 45T K. Kamalu 5.00 39T Carol Dupuy 2.50 19. Mal ia Kamahoahoa 175 

The amateur rankings are the 
official ran kings of the American 

45T 

45T 

D. Negrete 

J Cascio 

5.00 

5.00 

39T 

39T 

Lynn Farmer 

Dot Fishl 

2.50 

2.50 

20. Elaine Mardas 

21. Melanie Britton 

175 

170 

Amateur Racquetball Associa­ 45T G. Texeria 5.00 39T Melodie Fox 2.50 22. Kate Conway 160 

tion (AARA). 45T J. Nolan 5.00 39T Terri Graham 2.50 23. Mary Lyons 160 

45T S. Perry 5.00 39T Carrie Healy 2.50 
24 . Toni Bevelock 150 

45T S. Gonzales 5.00 39T Tamara Low 2.50 
25. Janet Simon 150 

50 





WHY IS THE FIRST BLUE BALL 

STILL THE BEST BLUE BALL? 


OR,WHY IS ACCURACY THE BEST POLICY? 
Because we·ve captured the delicate balance between power and control. 

A ball thars true and predictable, responsive to the subtleties of play. 
The game of racquetball is constantly changing, progressing, Rollout Bleu 

is the ball that has always predicted that change, The ball of the pros, 
The ball that can be depended on when performance counts, 

Need to know that your corner shot is going to sing 
I 

true? Play the Rollout Bleu, I 

i 

~F 

MAKE IT COUNT. Voit 
Rollout Bleu. The off icial boll of 
the Canadian Racquetball Associ­
ation and the Womens Profes­
sional Racquetball Association. 


