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Reintroducing the M Series.

The M Series has always been pop-
ular. But now 7-8% lighter, and joined
by a brand new member, we expectit to

And now,a flexible new member
of the family.

Leach then took the basic quadriform
headshape, added a lightweight single-

move even faster.

Get a quicker
return on your

investment.
Shaving fifteen

wall alloy extrusion,
and came up with the
brand new M-Flex.

Powerful, flexible,
it's the only racquet
of its kind.

to twenty grams off
a racquet is no easy job. But after months
of redesigning, we finally found the
answer: a lightweight new double-wall
extrusion.

Combine it with the MI's teardrop
headshape, the MII's rectangular and
the MIII's quadriform, and you've got
great power, superb balance and incred-
ible headspeed.

Not to mention three eye-dazzling
new racquets.

And like all the
rest, it boasts a competitive new narrow
throat design, handsome leather grip,
tournament-grade strings, cadmium-
plated rolled grommets... d !!ﬁ
And an amazingly light EEEEEE |

s oot

weight.
Which means that, for
the first time in its long and
innovative history, Leach is
now proud to offer you less
for your money.
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_ It's a curious phenomenon that Americans,
with their seemingly unquenchable thirst for the racquet sports, have
never really discovered the sports of table tennis and badminton.
In other parts of the world these
pastimes are major participation and spectator sports.
Table tennis, in fact, is the second most popular sport in the world.
In China alone, there are 50 million serious players.
In Germany, Eastern Europe and Japan top stars enjoy the fruits of stardom—
big incomes and product endorsements.
Badminton too enjoys worldwide popularity.
Important matches in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand have
attracted more than 60,000 people. Often,
players are government subsidized and if they are big winners
are assured of a lucrative career when their playing days are over.
Although the U.S. has been slow in joining
the rest of the world’s enthusiasm for table tennis and badminton,
there are some hopeful signs.

The U.S. Table Tennis Association has embarked .,
on an ambitious promotional campaign with the theme,
“‘discover the sport you’ve always played,”’ while badminton
now boasts more than 75,000 competitive players in over 400 colleges.
Table tennis and badminton in the U.S. are sleeping giants.

When they awake, it should be exciting. '

The Editors
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Cobra racquetball shoes are made better so you can play better.
Soles that grip hard for fast stops and quick starts. Uppers that
support the fastest action. Play your best with the shoes the best
players play in—Cobra. Guaranteed all round top quality.

ON THE FEET OF CHAMPIONS
COBRA, DIVISION OF COBEC 950 THIRD AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 TEL:212-593-9613
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Thus 1s the racquet
that’s making all the noise.

"It puts me in control’ "The Impact XC™ gives the ordinary player extraordinary power:’
Lynn Adams Bill Chadwick
"'...extremely light and very well-balanced:"’ "Gives me the control I've always been searching for''
Diane Heims Kellie Cooper
"'...the power of aluminum, plus the flexibility of fiberglass.' "The most versatile racquet |'ve
James Carson ployed with'’
Dave Chandler

"I'm afraid I'm going to like it and then I'm in trouble with my sponsor. Just holding it feels good:'
Name withheld by request

"The XC is 10 grams lighter than the Impact Onebut it combines

the power and control necessary for a fluid stroke'’
Ron Botchan

'...more control than any other racquet |'ve used"’
Bill Thurman

"The XC lets me press the right button even under
pressure. | get set up and the racquet does the

rest —reverse pinch, rollout, ace, Z''
Carole Charfauros

'...the XC has made my overhead a legend’
Fielding Redleaf Snow

"Shoots like a cannon —strikes like lightning." !
Bill Schwartz

"Lots of power from a light racquet.
| like the whipping action:’
Judy Hichta

“We know it's a classy racquet, but its
. success depends on what the players think:’
Tom Pomeroy, AMF Voit

_ S The new AMF Voit
Ot S Impact XC

“It's great! | love the 3" grip:’

Llemonte Fuqua
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Like Father...

“Like father, like son” was never more
appropriate than when comparing the beautiful
new Davis Imperial Squash Racket with the
world renowned Davis Tennis Rackets. Each is
superbly crafted from seasoned woods. The best
obtainable.

Much time and effort has been spent on |
making the Imperial Squash Racket the most 1
beautiful and best constructed-racket for {thp-tn‘évf; e

70-plus ball. 4 o ()
You deserve the “Best” ther
70-plus game!

TENNIS/SQUASH RACKETS

VICTOR SPORTS, Incorporated, 5115 S, Millard Ave., Chicago, IIl. 60632







Bancroft's new light-weight squash racquets

|

|

{ Bancroft continues to lead the way by offering the most

: complete line of squash equipment available. Our four new

| racquets allow you to offer your customers a full range of
products compatible with the new 70+ ball — the official
ball of all major U. S. squash organizations. Bancroft is
supporting these new models with print advertising to
reach your prime prospects.

Contact your Bancroft representative today for all
your squash needs.

JBancroft

SPORTING GOODS COMPANY

BLACK KNIGHT

5 ply Bamboo/Maple/Ash bow
construction. Clear fiber glass matte
reinforcements on bow faces. Fiber

glass shoulder overlays. Black
carbon graphite reinforced throat

center and shaft. Shaft has

narrow profile. Black per-

S — forated raised center cow- =
i T hide grip. Frame wt. 77%-
\ 8% oz. Use with both e

|
h' 70+ and English ball. (
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SUPER WINNER
LITE

SEVENTY PLUS 6 ply bow of Maple/Ash/ 77
6 ply bow of Maple/ Bamboo and fiber. White  //
Ash/Bamboo and fiber. fiber throat faces. Steam /

Long white fiber throat & bent maple overlays. /
shaft reinforcement. Steam Narrow shaft. Wood grip /
bent walnut shoulder overlays. covered with tan & red /|

Wood grip in “A" (oval) and "B" . raised perforated /|
(rectangle) shapes covered with rich \“\ _cownhide grip. Grip /
brown plain extra tach cowhide grip. \L sizes A & B. Frame /
Frame wt. 7%-8% oz. Use with both % wt. 7%-8Y% oz. Use
70+ and English ball. % % with both 70+ and A2
5 \‘C English ball. 3

6 ply Bamboo/fiber bow construction. English
head and shaft. Double fiber reinforced throat and
shoulders plus bamboo overlay across throat and
shoulders. Double fiber and wood pallet above grip.
Rich brown perforated leather grip. Strung wt. 7%-8% oz.
Use with both 70+ and English ball.

Bant:mﬁ SPORTING GOODS CO., Woonsocket, Rhode Island 02895




BIG LEAGUERS TRY A NEW RACQUET

by Michael Witte

" 0.J. Simpson:

““This sure beats mnnmg
through airports.
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“‘I hear that Hogan is faster than Guidry.”’
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Bruce Jenner:
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G © } ““This gives me an olympian reach.”’
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I've got a serve you can’'t return,
a kill shot you'll never reach,
and a racquet you've never Seeil...
the new Hilecher.from Ektelon.

Ektelon has built a racquet
around Jerry Hilecher's
hard-hitting style of play.

The new Hilecher model
features Ektelon’s largest
hitting surface and sweet
spot. The special modified
quadriform frame shape and
flat-channel extrusion add a
whole new dimension in
ball response.

The shorter neck helps
you control that power and
add balance by bringing the
racquet face closer to
your hand. The frame is
Alcoa 7005 —32% stronger
than the aluminum most
manufacturers use. This is
one reason the Hilecher
carries a two-year frame and
ninety-day string warranty.

The new Hilecher. ..for
the power game:. from
Ektelon.

EKTEION

The Most Recommended
Racquet in Racquetball”

Jerry Hilecher — 1976 IRA
Champion Member Ektelon At Extelon tacquots o g T

Professional Advisory Statt. tsadomary GLEKiolor

. -t +he new
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KILL SHOTS

THE WIT AND WISDOM OF CHARLIE BRUMFIELD

by Charlie Brumfield

Charlie Brumfield, at 30, is not only a grizzled vet-
eran of the racquetball wars but a colorful and skill-
ful performer who is without doubt the most articu-
late spokesman for the young sport. Brumfield's rec-
ord of five national championships still stands and
though bhis competition is now often ten years
younger, his tactical skill and court generalship us-
ually nullify the generation gap. True he may lose
more often on the court these days but his verbosity
goes unchallenged. Brumfield is a repository of rac-
quetball history and lore, he is a teller of tales and a
bard who brings the past to life and the future to
light. Herewith is a sampling of the wit and wisdom
of racquetball's man for all seasons.

“‘In my younger days when I was a little bit wilder
there was a time in a Houston tournament when a
guy set me up with a brand new car. The night be-
fore the finals I went out with the guys and had a
few. The next morning I didn’t know where the car
was. I couldn’t go back to Houston for two years.

“‘In those days I was just operating on my own,
reflecting on myself. Now everything has become so-
phisticated because the sport means more to more
people. As a spokesman for racquetball the things I
do reflect on racquetball as a whole. But I also feel
we need color and charisma in the game.

‘I was always the crowd ‘unfavorite’ for the first
five years. One time I was playing Steve Keely in
Flint, Michigan. I hit a ‘miracle ball’ into the corner
for a winner and said, ‘You don’t usually see these
shots in a small town.” The crowd went berserk!
““They have created a situation where it doesn’t mat-
ter if you're second or ninth, if you're not first,
you're last. That's why Marty Hogan gets all the
publicity. This is a situation that can often arise in 2
new sport, but people will soon begin to realize that

there are other guys, good players, besides Marty
Hogan, who can play racquetball.

“‘I get publicity because 1 have something to say
and a writer wants to talk to someone who does more
than grunt, who actually gives an interview. Unfor-
tunately, no one else has anything to say. They're all
kids really. It’s not like tennis where there is contro-
versy and where people, other than the top two, can
speak the language.

““The game is exciting if the personalities on the
court are exciting. Connors can make it exciting. Ali
can make it exciting.

“‘Racquetball people aren’t bound by tradition.
When I'm tired I break my racquet and say, ‘‘Oh my
racquet just broke.’’ But some of it is just theatrical.

‘“We're trying to clean up the game but not go so
far as to say, ‘I would like a let, if you don’t mind.’
But we want to get away from sticking the racquet in
the other guy’s face and threatening physical harm.
Getting away from cut-offs, tattoos and tobacco
stains in the back corner of the court. Racquetball is
somewhere in between, right where people are in
this country. That's why the game is so popular . . .

‘I teach safety and court etiquette first to new-
comers. Nobody wants to look like a rube. After all
it's just recreation for 99.9% of the people involved.
Allow them to derive as many benefits as they can
from the sport.

‘““And by the way, racquetball’s popularity is go-
ing to be greater than tennis. There's got to be 50
million more people who can handle a short racquet
in a closed court than can hit the ball over the net.

“I'll tell you how far the game has come. It used
to be there were no hinders so there was the forearm
shiver and a cloud of dust, the bump and run, the
waffle face. The ref would eventually call them but
nobody knew when. There were no professional refs.

RACQUET / 19




“I have an all-time cheaters
st & &

| S

i What I would try to do was embarrass the bigger
players physically. So I'd thump the guy right in the
| chest and say get out of my way. This guy could kill
| me but before he could react, I'd be serving and
' he'd be fuming, and drill five into the ground.
““The refs used to have a tough time in the old
days too. In fact just a couple of years ago in the Cal-
ifornia State Championships, one of the players
came off the court and tried to throw the ref off the
balcony. The ref had to poke him in the forehead
with his pencil to keep him away

“‘I have an all-time cheaters list. Of course I receive
honorable mention. But Dr. Bud Mueclheisen is
number one on the list. I put him number one by

; virtue of his public relations expertise. He's the

’ founding father of racquetball—and with this repu-
tation as the all-time pristine, Mr. Clean, he's al-
ways, in fact, palms-up, ‘“What can I do? I appeal!’
He's a real good guy but has this one little person-
ality flaw.

Jerry Hilecher is number two cheater and number
one in the whining and bitching category. You see,
the key to racquetball is the race to the service line
and the indignant stand waiting for the ref to make a
decision. Hilecher has this swing where he sits for the
kill and whether it's good or not he goes, ‘All right!’
and he’s walking to the service line. And his father is

‘ in the stands next to the ref yelling ‘Roll out!”
' ““Number three is Steve Serot in his prime. He
was notorious for the stare down. Every player has
‘ these gods he calls on and his is Zelda. “This one’s
| for Zelda,’” he screams. But he was really famous for
l his double bounce gets. Oddly enough he received
i the NRC sportsmanship award last year at which
tume three people at the table choked on their
chicken wings. By the way I once hit Steve Serot in
the mouth with the ball and it stuck.

Number four is Byron Roderick, a former
wrestling champion. He would just keep backing up
until you hit him with the racquet. And number five
is Steve Strandemo. He's known among the players
as ‘The Rat,” because it’s like living in a tenement
when you go to swing, and then feel this thing
crawling around your shirt, ostensibly trying to get
out of the way.

e

““The whole process of the appeal system should be §
eliminated. It leads to repetitive, ridiculous appeals ©
and breaks the continuity of play. In racquetball 5
nearly every call is appealed. In squash it’s different, 8
You can hear the ball hit the tin, but in racquetball £
every skip is appealed. It's hard for the referees o £

Former national racquetball champion Charlie Brumfield,
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““By virtue of the swing of things I have become the People’s
Champion, showing that redemption is possible . . ."’

see. The worst thing is to break continuity and make
every match boring.

The players aren’t making any noise because they
are completely unaware of what's going on. Rac-
quetball has not really been professionalized yert.
Just saying you're professional doesn’t make it so.
There is really no input from the players, the people
most directly effected. The players, believe it or not,
consider the slam-bang, one-two to be exciting be-
cause they can't stand back and take a look. They are
too close, too young. If a strong players organization
is formed, it will follow the path of golf and the
PGA which has only one circuit. That's not best for
the players. What is best is a million tournaments
held simultaneously, and every one being worth
$40.,000. That's what happened in tennis.

‘*Racquetball will not be on television for the forsee-
able future. Not until a number of changes take
place. First and foremost will be the organization of
the court so the camera can shoot against a white
background instead of glass. Second, there has to be
a reorganization of the scoring system to allow the
less astute spectator to concentrate for their attention
span—seven point games will do. Short games where
something is decided every five or ten minutes so the
fans can get up and get a beer. Third, the ball has to
be slowed down dramatically, slower than it's ever
been. Fourth, a reordering of service rules to prevent
slam-bang rallies and constant weak returns that do
not elicit strategic movement. Maybe introduce a
two or three inch un.

““There are some strange terms in racquetball.
Here's how the ‘Stucco Ball’ got its name. In the old
days the front of the court was smooth but the ceil-
ing in the back was stucco. I was playing in the
finals of a tournament when Charlie Drake tried to
go for a ceiling ball. It went straight up and hit the
stucco and these stucco flakes came drifting down on
his head. Everyone in the gallery goes, ‘Stucco.’
Drake proceeded to hit two more consecutive stuccos
to firmly implant the idea in everyone’s mind.

‘A ‘BB Backwall’ is a ball that goes front
wall/back wall in the air. B.B. was a dentist in
Newport Beach who used it as a offensive weapon
and that's how it got started. Here's the ‘Navel
Ball.” You are setting up for a shot and the other guy
tries to get around in the back to get ready. You just
lift the racquet. It hits him in th navel. And wins
you the point . . . .

““The hit sign used to be really big . . .and then
there's the famous quote from T. Kimball Hill after

Charlie Brumfield, pro for Sportrooms, goes through the motions.
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he lost in the semis and was so upset at his opponent
he said, ‘I don’t know if you're going to make the
finals!" That's been used many times since.’” But the
worst indignity that can possibly befall someone in
racquetball is to get the ‘doughnut’.

“One of the best shooters in racquetball was
Muelheisen. I was playing doubles with him one
time in Louisville. At a crucial point he went back to
hit his forehand, took his racquet back and hit the
ball on the backswing into the gallery. He calmly
wiped off his glasses. Then he pulled off another
classic. I used to intentionally serve the ball long into
the gallery when 1 was tired, so I'd get to rest.
Muelheisen had never tried this before and after a
short serve he asked what the time-out situation was.
He didn’t have any left, so he wiped his glasses and
turned around and winked at me. Then he served an
intentional long which resulted in a double fault. I
just hung my head.

‘I was playing in the semis of the national dou-
bles in Minneapolis in 1973. It's 20-20 and I'm get-
ting bad calls. Finally I said, ‘I’'m not accepting that
call I want to see the tournament director.” My op-
ponent looked over at me and said, ‘“What do you
want to know?’

"It will be a while before there are any major rules

changes. But used to be you could throw out the ref-
cree. | was playing with Charlie Drake one time and
the ref called a hinder on me. I asked him if he was
sure of the call and he said, ‘Yes,’ and I said ‘That’s
your last call.’
“The best young player to come along is Lindsey
Myers. He's big and strong and only 19. He’s got the
best lateral mobility in the pros and is one of the few
players who can hit really hard with both hands.
He'll be technically as good as Hogan in a year. He
has everything Hogan has and he’s faster. If he de-
velops Marty’s championship attitude, the killer in-
stinct, then he’ll have the opportunity to do every-
thing that Hogan has done.

“‘As I mentioned for a long time I was unmerciful-
ly booed by everybody, which I actually enjoyed.
That's a source of power to me. I'd rather have a pos-
itive or negative crowd reaction than none at all.
That way a minor unpublicized sport can become
prominent faster and a2 minor unpublicized figure
can become a national celebrity faster. I called my-
self the ‘People’s Champion’ because I was exactly
the opposite, the people’s unchampion. And by vir-
tue of the swing of things I have become the White
Knight, showing that redemption is possible. m
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THE DONKEY
CIRCUIT

IT’S ALONG WAY TO THE TOP OF THE TENNIS WORLD

by Steve Metcalfe

It’s October in Connecticut. Indian summer has set
in, sending the temperature into the 80’s. From the
top of Mount Southington’s Hill-5 you can see for
miles, all the way to New Haven it seems. The t-bar
fades off into houses, roads, Interstate 84 in the dis-
tance and, most of all, the reds and vivid yellows of
the autumn trees.

Hill-5 is the expert’s slope at Southington and
without a protective blanket of snow it seems as
steep as a cliff. There are rocks and gulleys, drop offs
where the moguls should be. The vertical drop of the
hill is small and skiers are always complaining that
they’re at the bottom before they know it, that they
spend most of the day on the chairlift. Hiking it on a
sticky, sunny afternoon though, the hill has seemed
immense. The top seems to get further away instead
of closer and the air has apparcmly gotten thinner.

Ray Murphy, obsessed as he is, is insanely, impos-
sibly, going for it. He’s not just hiking briskly, and
he definitely is moving too fast to call it jogging.
Arms pumping, bent at the waist, trying to keep his
knees up as high as he can, Ray Murphy is sprinting
up this mothering wall of a hill. This is the third
time he’s done it today and he'll make it this time
just as he did before. He'll bear down and really turn

Steve Mctcalfe, a squash and tennis professional, is an ardent en-
thusiast of all the racquet sports. He is 2 playwright, author and
frequent contributor to Racquet.
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it on those final yards even though his chest and
throat ache and his mouth is filled with the taste of
copper pennies. Then finally, thankfully, he’ll ease
up and walk awhile. He’ll take big steps to loosen up
his thighs and calves and he’ll swing his arms to get
the kinks out of his shoulders and neck.

It’s doubtful if Murphy sees the fall scenery. Some
other time maybe. Having finished his mad climb,
he's too busy taking deep, gasping breathes, and
praying he doesn’t blow his lunch over lovely Mount
Southington. No, he doesn’t want to lose it now.
He’ll save that for later because Ray Murphy after
casing his tired bones down this hill is going to assail
it again.

““Hills are the best,’”” Murphy says. ‘“They just £/
you. Three days a week I run about six miles, three
days a week I run about ten miles. And then I do the
hills. 1 also jump rope for about 30 minutes a day.
“I've been doing this with a2 buddy of mine, Kirk
Dice, who's getting in shape for the pro ski tour. It’s
easier when you do it with someone. It doesn’t hurt
quite so much.”’ Murphy shakes his head wistfully.
“It’s a killer when you do it alone. It kills but you
gottado it.”’

Murphy’s daily routine also includes a half hour to
an hour of strenuous stretching exercises that Dice
taught him. They're for the legs and stomach and
were developed in the ski program at the University
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of Vermont and picked up by members of the Olym-
pic Ski Team and the pro tour. Twice a day he works
out with ankle weights. He’s had a problem with
sprains since he ran cross-country in high school and
in the last year the injuries have finally caught up
with him. There have been times when he could
hardly hobble let alone run.

Ray Murphy is not a miler, not a marathon run-
ner, not even some kind of crazy masochist. Ray
Murphy is a good, possibly a great, tennis player.

““Top 500 in the world,”’ he’ll tell you with a grin.
The grin is a bit self-deprecating because Murphy
always assumes that everyone follows tennis as in-
tensely as he does and therefore knows that 500
down to 50 is nowheresville, the minor leagues. Ray
Murphy, age 22, is out there on the 45 degree angle
of Mount Southington, pushing himself, goading
himself and fighting dry heaves because he is getting
ready to strive once more for the goal he has set for
himself.

“If I'm not in the top 25 by the time I'7 25 I'll
reassess the situation,’’ he says. ‘“You've got to have
goals for yourself. And listen, I think I can do it ear-
lier than that.”” Murphy stretches again. He swings
his right arm as if making perfect, fluid contact with
an imaginary backhand. ‘“The reason I'm working so
hard right now is I'm getting ready to play the satel-
lite circuit in Florida. It's unbelievable. Five rounds

of qualifying in that hot Florida sun. Five rounds.
Just to qualify. It’s so tough. You have no idea."’

It could prove to be especially tough for him. In a
time when most of the top professionals seemed to
start playing at age four, and start winning national
junior tournaments at age six, Murphy is a player
who didn’t take up the game until he was a junior in
high school. Why should he have? He was too busy
starring on baseball, basketball, cross-country and
soccer teams, taking league honors in most of them.
His greatest weapon to this day is his speed, his re-
flexes and coordination and his raw physical ability.
Still, it may not be enough.

‘The thing that a lot of these guys got on me, the
thing that all that experience develops is mental
toughness. These guys have been playing under
pressure since they were in kindergarten. I tell you, if
they can make it to the age of 21 without a screw
loose, they’re going to be able to face just about any
situation out there. That’s the part of the game I'm
working on, how to handle my head."’

Unlike the nation’s top juniors with their racquets
and their tournaments all across the country, Mur-
phy played around New England as much as he
could during the summer and he taught at local
clubs to make expense money.

“I've had to teach,”’ he says. “‘In order to play
Florida, in order to play Europe, in order to play the

RACQUET / 25

i

T




““Everyone who has watched him play agrees his ability is

awesome . . . his forehand is an absolute cannon.

)

god-awful Missouri Valley, I've had to earn my way
there. And when I get there I come up against a lot
of guys who have been getting free rides since they
were seven. It can get to you."’

With his high school experience Murphy was of-
fered a free ride at De Paul University in Chicago. It
wasn’t exactly Stanford or Trinity or UCLA burt it
was no small potatoes either and Murphy was excited
because the coach there was George Lott, the man
many consider to be the greatest doubles player of
all time. The experience turned out poorly.

‘“There was absolutely no organization,”” Murphy
says. '‘We never even had team practices, maybe two
in two years. All the guys were too busy with their
teaching jobs at clubs in the suburbs and so they
were never there. And Lott, he was a good guy, I
really liked him, but he had commitments other
places. He'd come to our matches and he’d end up
leaving half way through. Some of the schools we
played were pretty good, Notre Dame, Northwest-
ern, but all in all, I didn't learn a thing. I was on my
own the whole time.”’

‘I called Warren Bosworth, a pro in Glastonbury,
Connecticut,” says Murphy. ‘‘I said I wanted to take
a year off, to keep playing, to really work on my
game. I wanted to go either South or West. Warren
gave a call to some people he knew in Las Vegas.
Herb Rapp at the Cambridge Racquet Club said his
assistant pro had quit that day and to come on out.”’

Murphy arrived in Vegas on September 26, 1976,
his twentieth birthday. He taught and worked out at
the Cambridge Racquet Club till January. Lornie
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Kuhl, who now travels with Jimmy Connors, then
offered him the job as pro at the MGM Grand Horel.
The experience, as Murphy puts it, ‘‘was unbeliev-
able, the opportunity of a lifetime.”’

At the MGM he taught and played with people
like Frank Gifford, Bert Bachrach, Dinah Shore and
Merv Griffin. He modeled designer tennis clothes on
national television. He was flown to La Costa to play
with Clint Eastwood. He was a guest at Playboy
Mansion West where he played with James Caan,
Jim Brown, and Hugh Hefner. While the job and
luxurious living could easily have slacked his com-
petitive desires, Murphy found his urge to make it as
a tournament player stronger than ever.

In the spring of 1977, with the money he saved
teaching, Murphy packed his racquets, took a deep
breath, and left the MGM Grand for the summer
clay court circuit in Europe.

I played tournaments in Norway, Finland, Den-
mark, England, Spain, Turkey, France. Each country
has its own tennis federation. Each summer they al-
locate a certain amount of money for the tourna-
ments. Each one had about 5,000 total. Winners
would get about 800 bucks. If you did half decently
you could just about pay for your trip. The competi-
tion over there isn’t quite as good as here because a
lot of their better players come over here to play for
the summer. I wanted to see how I'd do on Europe-
an clay and [ wanted to see the world a bit.”’

Murphy did see the world and also learned to cope
with the disorganization that European tournaments
are famous for. He learned to deal with overly emo-




“They really cleaned out the Adidas factory—some guys were
selling the stuff all over Europe for pocket money.

tional Nastase-types who stood on the baseline and
finessed the ball all day long, avoiding the net like it
was the plague. And he learned to handle dysentery,
dead balls and airline strikes. He loved it. From the
grass courts he played on in England to the cold,
clear spring water of Scandinavia, to jogging through
the streets of Paris, he loved it. He returned to Las
Vegas that fall with a touch of regret. He was still
caught in the trap. To keep everything going, to fuel
his goal and his dream, he had to continue to teach.

Las Vegas was an up though, from bogus ‘‘winner
take all’’ matches to tournaments where the winner
is payed the $50,000 first prize in silver dollars carted
out in wheelbarrows. Vegas was fast becoming a
mecca for professional tennis. In March 1978, Mur-
phy met Tim and Tom Gullikson (top 15 and top 50
in the world respectively) and their coach, Hank Jun-
gle. Jungle, impressed by Murphy’s talent, took him
under his wing. When Tim Gullikson came into
town for the Alan King Tennis Classic, Murphy was
his practice partner and under the astute eye of Jun-
gle, they worked out for four hours every day.

With new confidence and on top of his game,
Murphy returned to Europe in early May 1978, this
time to play tournaments sanctioned by the Associa-
tion of Tennis Professionals and to work his way onto
the ATP point ladder. Europe was as he remembered
it, friendly and beautiful, and the lifestyle at this
higher level of the game was much more lavish. The
players were showered with equipment from eager
manufacturers, they were given racquets, clothes,
sets of gut, shoes and equipment bags.

‘I really missed the boat at Adidas. Heinz Gui-
dermeister from Chile, he has this brother Hans
who's signed with them, he took some guys down to
the Adidas factory the day before I went and they
really cleaned the place out—graphite racquets,
warm-ups, dozens of pairs of shoes—some guys were
selling the stuff all over Europe for pocket money. It
killed me. I was down to my last two Head Pros by
this time and I was going through string so fast I was
ready to start stringing them up with shoelaces.
Thank god Donnay was at the next stop. I still have a
couple of those racquets.”’

Murphy also found the circuit a little tougher this
time, playing against the best young players from
France, Spain, Belgium and Eastern Europe.

“I had the worst luck.”” says Murphy. ‘‘When I
wasn’t running into the number one seed in the first
round, I was hitting the guy who went on to beat the
number one seed. I had so many three setters that
could have gone either way. There were guys in these
tournaments I could have had for breakfast but I

never got to play them. The Czechs. The Czechs
killed me. Their federation had Kodes and Holecek,
their top players, competing in the secondary tour-
naments and then tanking to their younger players,
just to get the young guys on the ATP computer. It
was ridiculous. Not to take anything away from their
up and coming players. I played this one guy Ivan
Lendl. He won the Orange Bowl this last year in the
states. He was tremendous. Hit the ball an absolute
ton and ended up winning the whole thing. He's
like 70 in ATP points now. But Kodes and Holecek
tanking? I couldn’t believe it!"’

Can Ray Murphy make it to the top? There has
never been the depth and intensity of competition to
equal the modern mens pro tour. It offers travel,
glamour, and money. The journeymen pros, those
in the top 50, can expect to make well over $100,000
a year in tournaments, endorsements and team ten-
nis contracts. Go a step further, become a Dibbs, a
Solomon, a Tanner—all solid quarter and semi-fi-
nalists—and you're talking about half a million dol-
lars a year.

The problems that face Ray Murphy, as they face
so many up and coming and established pro’s, all
seem to be in the head. It is an old tennis adage that
every player is a star in practice. Being mentally
tough, the killer instinct, sucking it up under pres-
sure, gutting it out when you're behind, these are
the things that Murphy talks abourt constantly. Not
surprisingly, none of them have anything to do with
his ability to hit a tennis ball.

Everyone who has watched him play agrees his
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“It’s all part of learning how to win. If I have to put the ball
through someone to get a point, I'm going todo it . . ."’

ability is awesome. Murphy plays what he likes to
call “‘rush and crush’’ tennis. His forehand is his ma-
jor weapon, an absolute cannon that he hits all out
100 percent of the time. He can do anything with his
backhand chip, slice, hit flat or lead it up with top-
spin. Both his ground strokes are characterized by a
grace and stillness of body. His power comes from
the strength of his wrist and the movement of his
hips and thighs into the ball. Murphy hits his serve
cither flat or, more often, with a sweeping righty
slice that can pull his opponent wide. He used to hit
a high bouncing twist but has gotten away from it
because it puts too much stress on the lower back
and sits up too much against a more experienced
player. His volley and overhead are deft and flawless,
especially in doubles. Murphy loves doubles and
about his game says, ‘‘It’s strong. Completely world
class."” Still his greatest weapons are his athletic abil-
ity and his good instincts.

Chip Gutzwa, one of Murphy's practice partners
and a top Vegas teaching pro, says, ‘‘Ray has got the
wheels to make it.”” “*A lot of cats can hit the ball
but can they move? Can they hit it on the run?
Nobody hits it z0 you out there. Who are your quick-
est guys, Borg, Nastase, Connors, Gerulaitas, McEn-
roe—you’re talking about the best. Well, Ray’s got
wheels that good. He can fly."”’

Murphy is working on it. **This satellite circuit is a
step below the top,”” he says. ‘‘It’s the melting por,
what the top guys call the donkey circuit, and we’re
the donkeys. Here's where we have the crazies, the
manic depressives, the wackos; guys who are losing it
from working and worrying so hard. Some of them
would steal points from their grandmother if they
could get away with it. A lot of times they do get
away with it because we don’t get refs or line judges
till the finals. It's been a learning experience for me
because I've always been a happy-go-lucky guy with
a lot of friends. I've trusted people. I played by the
rules, gave my opponents the benefit of the doubrt,
and I expected the same. Tennis wasn’t something
you got in fistfights over. Well, I'm learning.

‘“You think, this guy is out there to rob you. He's
trying to take money from you. It makes you tough-
er. It makes you hungrier. You fight more. I'm not
going to take grief from anyone out there on calls,
stalling or bad sportsmanship. It's all part of learn-
ing how to win. If I have to put the ball through
someone to get a point, I'm going to do it. All this

stuff, the people, the conditions, the waiting
around, it’s all paying your dues. Tim Gullikson
told me, ‘Ray, if we could put you in the top hun-
dred right now you’d probably stay there on ability.
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But if you can work your way there and learn to real-
ly stamp and show no mercy, you'll have the tenacity
to go with the ability and you'll go up as far as you
want.’ You gotta pay dues."’

Paying dues. Paying dues is working long hours to
make expense money. Paying dues is going through
a set of strings in a day, a racquet in a week and not
having the money to replace them and having to
play with something you don’t really like because
some company is giving it to you for free.

Paying dues is loneliness, something Murphy nev-
er expected. ‘‘It would help so much to have a good
buddy out here,”” he says. ‘‘I'm kind of stuck in the
middle. When I get off the court I leave the court
behind me. I relax. I try to take it easy. That sets me
apart from the basket cases. I also find it hard to
hang with the guys who hit the bars all the time to
get drunk and pick up girls. I take a drink now and
then just like the next guy but you’re not going to
find love or success in a bar. I tell you, I must have
seen Star Wars about 26 times last summer just to
get out of the hotel room."’

Another favorite pasttime on the satellite circuit is
“malling,”” hitting the local shopping mall as soon
as you have a free moment; browsing in bookstores,
girl warching, trying to get your mind off the fact
you might be bounced from the draw at the last
minute if a bigger name shows up. Paying dues.

““There's no pressure on me,”” Murphy says. “‘l
have job offers from all over. I could teach in Chica-
go, Las Vegas, and make $600, $700 a week starting
tomorrow. I gotta give it this shot though. What re-
grets can I have? I've met successful, important peo-
ple. I've lived in places people dream of visiting. I've
been to Europe twice, and will probably go to Asia
and Australia this next year. Tennis is my life and
already it’s given me things I couldn’t imagine get-
ting anywhere else.”’

It’s late afternoon in Southington. The sun is be-
ginning to fade. Ray Murphy pulls his socks up out
of his Adidas running shoes. He tucks his Las Vegas
T-shirt down into his Fila tennis shorts. He adjusts
his head band emblazoned with Bjorn Borg-Tuborg
Gold crowns. He flicks sweat off his face.

“Playing,”” he says. ‘‘It’s wild out there. A pres-
sure cooker. A mad house. I like teaching but if you
can support yourself playing that's got to be the
greatest thing.”’

Ray Murphy touches his palms to the ground,
shakes his legs and arms loose, and takes a deep
breath. He pauses and then once again is off, pitting
himself against Hill 5, running full speed, going all
out, for the top.m







MULITPLE EXPOSURE

They 'l look twice when they spot you in the latest play gear from Jantzen. The versatile
layering is ideal for your favorite racquet sport. In lightweight nylon cire and patriotic
colors. Sold as separates the pants are $21, the jacket §26, shorts $11, body suit $19,
sleeveless top 813 and short sleeve shirt $20. You won't have to wear the same combina-

tion for two years! Footwear by Cobra.

Joseph Peck ©1979
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GRIPS

DON’'T FLY OFF THE HANDLE

by Karen Rockow

Two rules unite the racquet sports: Keep
your eyes on the ball and your hands on the
racquet. The first comes with concentration
and practice. The second may require divine
assistance, or liberal applications of saw-
dust, resin or similar substances to the rac-
quet grip or your clammy little hand. There
is nothing quite like a Slippery Grip to re-
mind us what hackers we mortals be.

The problem does not arise in all the rac-
quet sports, only with the longer, heavier
racquets of tennis, squash and racquetball.
[In platform tennis, the danger to the hand
is frost bite rather than sweat. You can pur-
chase a nifty mitten that encloses both hand
and handle.] The regal sport of court tennis
deigns not recognize any difficulty; its rac-
quet grips are smooth, unadorned wood.
No court tennis racquet would dare to slip
in the hand. It’s all 2 matter of good breed-
ing. Thank you.

Racquetball manufacturers take no such
chances. They attach the racquet to its own-
er with a loop. It is ...
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“The problem with gauze tape is that it's habit forming. It will
leave a leather grip permanently, then pleasantly, sticky.’’

quite possible that the player may lose his grip, but
highly unlikely that he will lose his wrist.

Traditionally, racquet grips have been of a leather
in three stock patterns: flat, raised and perforated.
In the trendy world of tennis, smooth leather is pop-
ular right now and is favored by Borg, McEnroe and
many of the top pros. Perforated grips tend to be
slippery unless made from heavy, tacky leather. Play-
ers either love or hate the raised grip made popular
by Bancroft. Some feel that the narrow stitched lea-
ther bead gives something to ‘‘grab on t’’ and
helps in changing the grip between strokes. Others
think that the raised grip is the worst thing to hap-
pen to racquet sports since blisters—and very related.

Leather grips come in blacks, browns and tans.
Their price is dependent on leather quality, length,
tanning process and chemical treatment (for tacki-
ness). All leather grips become slippery when soaked
with perspiration.

The majority of leather grips—about 70 percent—
are domestically made by three companies. The rest
of the market, most notably the Fairaway Grip by
Bomforth, is imported. Interestingly enough, be-
cause of the lack of quality leather in Europe a large
number of domestic grips are exported. That racquet
you have that says, ‘‘Made in Belgium,"’ probably
has an American made grip on it.

There are several alternatives to leather for the
moist-handed. The simplest do-it-yourself remedy is
to buy a roll of self-adhering gauze tape. It’s inex-
pensive, abrasive, tacky and can be a godsend on a
hot summer day, when the hands feel as though
they’ve been dipped in melted butter. It’s also the
easiest way to build a small squash grip. Sales of the
tape (in flashy colors) have boomed in the last two
years, due in part to its conspicuous use on the pro
tour by players like Gerulaitis, Vilas and Shriver.

The problem with gauze tape is that it’s habit
forming. It will leave a leather grip permanently
(and then pleasantly) sticky. To be sure, you can re-
place gauze in minutes when it becomes smooth or
frayed but you must replace it. If you find that the
gauze raises blisters or that you dislike the gummy
residue that occasionally oozes forth, you can’t just
tear off the tape and revert to your old leather grip.
You'll have to replace it.

More and more squash players are avoiding the
entire issue by opting for towel grips. Grey's seems
to have started the trend, but now Cleaves, Davis
and most other manufacturers have hopped on the
bandwagon, with color coordinated numbers. New
terry cloth is very absorbent and feels soft, comforrta-
ble, positively voluptuous in the hand. Unfortunate-
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ly, the honeymoon is over after a few good soakings.
The soft nap flattens, except for the tufts that re-
main upright to stab the palm. The dry grip rerurns
to the texture of sandpaper.

Towel grips must be replaced regularly. Steer clear
of the adhesive backed ones available in pro shops.
They're fine for replacing original grips, but you
can’t use them over leather grips without gumming
up the works and it’s far more satisfying to the soul
to roll your own. Cut a strip from an old towel a little
over an inch wide. Taper one end and tape in place
at the top of your grip. Now tightly wind the towel
down the remainder of the grip, overlapping to suit
your taste. Since there’s no adhesive involved, you
can keep experimenting. Snip off the end on an an-
gle and rape in place. Voila!

Somewhat new on the market are the ‘‘suede-
like'" grips (Supreme Grip, to name one). They are
soft, have a fine tacky surface and seem to readily ab-
sorb moisture. There is some question still as to their
durability and they are relatively expensive when
compared to the traditional leathers. They are draw-
ing raves though, from those who have trouble with
blisters on the hand.

[You probably won't find these wonderful new
synthetics on sale yet, although they're being used as
original equipment on some top of the line squash
racquets. As an alternative, you may wish to follow
the example of a friend of mine, an experienced cy-
clist who decided to experiment with some surplus
handlebar tape. He immediately ruled out plastic
and cloth as non-absorbent, but tried his luck with a
thick suede like tape and a cushioned leather band.
Neither absorbed moisture worth a damn, but they
were great on long rides.]

You may wish to shift the focus of attention from
your racquet’s grip to your own hands. There are
sprays, ointments and powders, all kin to the base-
ball player's resin bag. The powders absorb sweat;
the sprays and ointments make the hand sticky. You
could wear those spiffy shorts with terry cloth pocket
inserts for discrete palm drying. You can adopt the
squash player’s ritual of wiping his palm on the side
wall between points. Or you can do as most racquet-
ball players do, and don a glove—a golf glove will
do, but the racquet gloves by Saranac and Sai wear
better and gain protection from blisters as well as ab-
sorbency.

But before you start monkeying with your grip, sit
back and ask yourself if you really want a better way
to hold your racquet. Deny a hacker his slippery grip
and you deny him the greatest excuse for ineptitude
since, ‘‘Oh man. The sun got in my eyes!'' ™




DUNLOP

AND GOLDSTEIN:

A SQUASH MATCH
SINCE 1976.

Stu Goldstein has been a Dunlop fan most painstaking methods of lamination. Our
since before anybody was a Stu Goldstein fan. tests for the racquet's strength, resilience and
Know why? durability are so exhaustive that they test our
Because Stuwasn't always North strength, resilience and durability.
American Champion—but he wanted to be. And when it comes to the 70+ ball, the

And he decided early on that the best
racquet for the purpose was ours:
the Maxply Fort by Dunlop.

In Stu’'s own words: “I hit a
much more solid shot with the
Maxply than any other racquet.
But it's also a uniquely well-rounded frame,
offering both power and touch. Usually you'd only
get this much control at the sacrifice of power."

As it happens, Stu isn't alone in his
good opinion. In fact, wherever in the world
squash is a favorite pastime, the Maxply huge number of the
Fort is the favorite racquet. P . world's other top

That's because Dunlop’s favorite pastime ” pros and ama-

is striving for perfection. .l teurs, if you do.
Only the most carefully selected hard-&

: e e s S>DUNLOFP
woods go inteithesMexplyitetiiancieDiyine Dunlop Sports Co. Buffalo, NY. 14240

A DIVISION OF DUNLOP NIRE & RUBDER CORP

Maxply Fort gets an A+ It's the racquet
uniquely engineered and weighted
for precise playability with this ball.
If you're the kind of
playerwho takes all this into
consideration, you should
probably also be taking the
Maxply Fort to every game
you play.
You'll only be joining
Stu Goldstein and a
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REMOVABLE SUNROOF
SPECIAL RACING STRIPE
FOG LIGHTS

ELECTRIC OUTSIDE MIRRORS
STABILIZER BARS

SPORTS STEERING WHEEL
VELOUR CARPETING

LIGHT ALLOY WHEELS

3-WAY SPEAKER SYSTEM
MANUAL ANTENNA

5-SPEED OR AUTOMATIC
TRANSMISSION

SCHE+AUDI

NOTHING EVEN COMES CLOSE
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CRAB RACES, CALICO JACK, JERK CHICKEN . . . AND TENNIS

by Peter Kozik

““You must get rid of all that foreign stuff,’’ said the
Jamaican beside me on the plane,’” all those foreign
things you have heard about an island like Jamaica.
You must let it all fall off you like water. You must
walk cool, then you will enjoy yourself.”” He smiled.

I understood what my friend meant after I had
landed and gone through the airport to the street in
Montego Bay. The pace was slow, easy. The people
were casual, some of them reserved. Others walked
up to me and introduced themselves and began talk-
ing. It seemed every Jamaican I spoke to looked me
directly in the eye, a good sign. They were watching,
too, watching everything. And all about them, life
flowered.

I had heard about the island’s verdant greenery,
but I had no idea it would be as lush and ripe as it
was. The countryside along the Queen’s Highway,
the coast road from Montego Bay to Ocho Rios, gave
me a good idea of this particular island’s beauty.
The road is graced by hills rolling languidly down to
the sea. The ocean’s blue seen through the trees,
diminishes from a dark, rich sapphire on the reefs, to
a pale, lustrous tourquoise near the beach.

Jamaica is 146 miles long and 51 miles wide at its
broadest. The population is 2.9 million. Its lan-
guages are English and an African-Welsh derivative,
patois. Its currency is the Jamaican dollar which
equals $1.64 U.S. Tennis is not the most popular
game in Jamaica—cricket, soccer, and track and field
are still preeminent—but tennis is gaining and there
are currently 110 tennis courts on the island available
to visitors, mostly located at the hotels.

Peter Kozik is a free lance writer who is residing in New York City.
He is a recent graduate of Williams College. His secret desire is to
be the next major American poet.

The Jamaica Hilton where I stayed my first night,
rises out of the surrounding jungle, and is ideally sit-
uated on a north coast cove. It has five tennis courts,
all with lighting for night play, and utilizes video-
tape replay equipment to aid in personalized in-
struction. The tennis clinic at the Hilton is under the
direction of Cecil Hevvon, a warm and wonderfully
articulate pro and the guru of the game on the is-
land. He has a staff of six assistants.

[ asked Herron what advice he had for anyone who
was coming from the states, wishing to play tennis.
““There are some important questions that you
should ask your travel agent before coming down,"’
he said. ‘‘How many courts are there at the hotel?
Are there people to play with? Is the pro good? How
difficult is it to secure court time? Do they play at
night?’’ Herron pointed out that the best pros are
usually at the hotels, rather than at the clubs in
Kingston. He emphasized that most of the pros in
Jamaica were taught to teach the game instead of
strictly playing it. ‘“We have stressed teaching over
playing with these pros since they were ball boys,"’
he said.

Lessons at the Jamaica Hilton are the cheapest I
found anywhere on the island: $6 U.S. per half
hour. All the lessons at the Hilton are private and
the general emphasis is on racquet control, which
Herron says is unique in professional clinics.

The next day I toured some of the hotels to get a
better idea of what they offered. My first stop was
the Shaw Park Beach Hotel, beautifully located on
the coast between Ocho Rios and Montego Bay. It
offers in addition to a 34 acre botanical garden, crab
races in the evening, and free rum punch on the
beach during the day—a tennis program headed by




“The people, especially the women, move slowly, almost
wmperceptibly to music that lingers like a breeze . .. "

Dennis Davis who is the Jamaican-singles, doubles,
and mixed doubles champion. He, like most pros in
the island, was trained by Cecil Herron and inheri-
ted his teacher’s charm. Shaw Park offers private les-
sons at $10 a throw, some group lessons, and has
three instructors.

I had lunch at Runaway Bay, also on the Queen’s
Highway. There are two courts there now, with six
new courts planned for next year. For golfers, there
are two courses, one a nine holer and the other an
cighteen hole beauty. The resident pro at Runaway,
for both golf and tennis, is Fred Perry, perhaps one
of the greatest English tennis players ever. While
there, I spoke to Roy Pinnock, who told me that les-
sons are $10 per half hour, and all lessons are pri-
vate.

That evening, I had dinner with Richard Russell
who has developed into the grand impresario of ten-
nis in Jamaica. Besides running the tennis programs
at the Half Moon, Trelawny, and Negril Beach Ho-
tels, he designs and markets tennis fashions across
the island, and is currently at work trying to attract
an ATP sponsored Black Nations Cup. He is also one
of the few Jamaicans who has advanced into world
class competition, having played at Wimbledon in
1972 and defeated Arthur Ashe in a Davis Cup tie.

The Half Moon has the most extensive tennis pro-
gram for tourists in Jamaica. They have six pros, 11
courts lighted for night play, and four junior assis-
tants Russell describes as “*human ball machines’” if
a visitor just wants a very competent player to rally
against. Russell is also developing a twenty hour
“Tennis Horizons'’ program, for tourists who want
to get acquainted with local people by playing
against them. He is also planning a program de-
signed to get non-players involved in the game.

The cost at the Half Moon: $15 per hour. Russell
stresses balance, movement, and good form. He
works on creating what he calls ‘“The Half Moon
look."’

The next day I traveled to Negril Beach which I
found lives up to its simple motto: ‘‘Hedonism,"’
with resounding success. There are three pros beside
Russell, and seven courts. Apart from nude bathing,
sailing and continuous dancing, it was here I discov-
cred Calico Jack, a rum-based drink that will get you
up and out to enjoy the hotel’s uninhibited delights.

One of the real finds of this trip was the newly re-
furbished Montego Bay Racquet Club, where I
stayed for most of my eight day visit. Opened in
1961 as a resort dedicated specially to tennis, the
club closed down in 1977 but it has recently re-
opened and is on the rise again.
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Bert Wright, its handsome, forward-thinking
manager, talks about the day when the club will
once again be the premier tennis resort on the is-
land. ‘*We are all becoming more health minded,’’
he says, ‘‘and tennis is now an internationally popu-
lar sport. We want to capitalize on this. We are put-
ting together some tennis packages to begin market-
ing this summer.’’ One of these is a summer bonan-
za package that includes six nights and seven days,
with the seventh night’s accomodations free. Also
included are a free lesson, 2 10% discount on addi-
tional lessons, and unlimited tennis on seven cham-
pionship Laykold courts with facilities for night play.

What recommends the Racquet Club beyond its
fine tennis offerings, is its impeccable service. It was
here that I discovered the warmth and hospitality of
the Jamaican people. As Bert Wright observed,
*'Our greatest asset is our people.”’

Jamaicans are a gentle breed. Beneath the surface,
they are passionate, and many take a fierce pride in
their country. Kenneth, a cab driver from the hills
around Montego Bay, and I ralked about the popu-
lation and the negative reports about Jamaica in the
American press a few years back. ‘‘Everywhere you
go there will be troublemakers,’’ he said. ‘“We have
them here, but I think there are fewer of them here
than elsewhere.”’

Jamaica is perhaps one of the most musical coun-
tries in the world. Almost everywhere you go, walk-
ing through hotel lobbies, down streets, or just sit-
ting on its beaches, you hear music from live calypso
and reggae bands. The people, especially the wom-
en, move slowly, almost imperceptably to this music
that lingers like a breeze in the Jamaican spirit.
Everything in Jamaica is music. You hear it in the
very cadence of the people’s speech, in the tone and
timbre of their voices.

At night you hear tree frogs, the gentle swing #nd
slap of waves on the beaches, and the sweeping
breath of the trade winds. Coupled with the sounds
are the smells of Jamaica: Jerk Chicken roasting over
outdoor pits, bougainvillea, thick grass newly cut,
and the sweet perfume of the jungle after a rain.
And the sights: the eight mile stretch of white sand
at Negril Beach, the pitch and plunge of the water at
Duns River Falls, the harbor lights of Montego Bay
at night. As Hedley, the nightwatchman at the Mon-
tego Bay Racquet Club put it, after he had taken me
on a tour of the vast array of plants and wildflowers
on the grounds, ‘It is beautiful here. There is no
place like it in the world. "’

The more I saw, and heard, and felt, the more I
believed him. =
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TACTICAL
ADVANTAGE

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS OF THE RACQUET SPORTS

by Herb FitzGibbon
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N THOU SHALT HONOR DEPTH

If you can consistently hit the ball deep, two things
will happen. Your opponent will be forced to back
up, making it more difficult to cover the entire court
and he will have to hit up rather than down on the
ball. (It’s always preferable to hit down on the ball—
it allows you to control the court and rush your
opponent.) Hitting deep in tennis is a difficult
strategy to follow because it implies a level of skill
and consistency which many of us do not have. A
good technique is to pick a height over the net and
aim for it. Since a prime objective in racquetball and
squash is to keep your opponent behind you, hit
your shots deep, to the back wall but not off it. This
moves your foe out of position making him
vulnerable to short shots, forcing him to hit up on
the ball, an angle that makes hitting a winner
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“All the racquet games are sufficiently difficult that it is usually
better to gie your opponent a chance to miss.’’

(AN

&/

THOU SHALT NOT ERR

This is the first and the greatest of all the racquet
laws. All the racquet games are sufficiently difficult
that it is usually better to give your opponent a
chance to miss. When Bill Tilden talked about
tennis his general rule was, ‘‘Keep the ball in play
and give your opponent another shot at it, rather
than risk an error by taking an unnecessary chance.’’
In tennis there are far more errors than winners. In
racquetball matches are often decided on winners
rather than lost on errors. Squash falls somewhere in
the middle with winners slightly exceeding errors. In
any racquet sport, eliminate unforced errors and
your game will improve dramatically.

AN EYE FOR AN EYE

If you don’t go for a winner when your foe provides
an opening, you will be wasting an opportunity
when the odds favor an arttacking shot. It’s im-
portant to exert pressure on your opponent or he’ll
not only have time to set up for each shot, but he’ll
be unafraid to hit high or short.

Herb FitzGibbon is 2 former Davis Cup player and is presently
onc of the foremost platform tennis players in the world. He lives
in New York City.
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THOU SHALT HIT DOWN THE
LINE

This law demands that you understand the angles—
how to open up your opponent's court and protect
your own. Crosscourts may produce fewer errors on
your part, but they also give your opponent more
time, improve his angles, give you more court to
cover and unless hit properly, leaves you vulnerable
to counterattack. When attacking in tennis, ap-
proach shots should usually be hit down the line,
ideally from your forehand to your opponent’s
backhand. (Avoid cross court approach shots.)

In squash and racquetball control of the court is
critical. A shot down the wall allows you to maintain
or achieve that position because the ball moves
quickly past your opponent and does not draw him
toward the center.

LOVE HIS WEAKNESS

Once you have enough ball control, you can work on
your opponent’s weaknesses. In the racquet sports
the backhand is frequently weaker than the
forehand. In tennis and racquetball the backhand
can be exploited to great advantage. In squash the
backhand is usually less powerful than the forehand
but it may be easier to exploit other weaknesses such
as court coverage and stamina. In platform tennis,
hitting to the opposition’s backhand will usually
produce a lob rather than an error. Weaknesses vary
with opponents—exploit them.

HONOR THY DEFENSE

It is important to recognize that during the ebb and
flow of a point you continually move from offense to
defense. Shot selection should be based upon what
phase you find yourself in. In tennis, for instance, if
your opponent suddenly hits a sharply angled
crosscourt forehand, it’s wise to throw up a lob and
give yourself time to get back in position. Trying to
answer a good shot with a better reply is inviting an
error. Even in racquetball, defense can play a vital
role. In the finals of the 1978 national cham-
pionships, Marty Hogan was leading Charlie
Brumfield by one game to none and was up 13-5 in
the second. At this point Brumfield went to the
defensive ceiling ball, while Hogan, the greatest
shooter of all time, made error after error. Hogan
later came back to win the game 21-20, but you can
be sure he learned something about the strategic
value of defensive play.
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“Don’t be awed by your opponent’s game when you take the
court, even if he appears to be clearly better than you.’’

THOU SHALT HIT EARLY

This law refers to the time you hit the ball, not its
position relative to the body. Take the ball early—
cither on the rise or on the volley—and your op-
ponent will have less time to react, less time to set up
for his return. It’s also casier to penetrate his defense
or catch him off guard with a short shot.

HONOR YOUR GOOD SHOTS

Whenever you hit a forcing shot, move forward. This
axiom holds true in tennis and platform tennis even
when your opposition is at the net. In squash and
racquetball, hard and accurate shots down the wall
work not only because they move your opponent out
of position but because they permit you to move in
front of him. If you give ground after hitting a good
shot you lose, much of your advantage.

THOU SHALT COVER THE CENTER

In racquetball and squash your placements should
allow you to end up in the center of the court. By
controlling the center of the court you control the
tempo of the game and force your opponent to run
maximum distances. In tennis you don’t want to
stand in no-man’s land (center court) but it is to
your advantage to hit as many balls as possible from
this position.

DO NOT COVET THY OPPONENT

Put simply, don’t be awed by your opponent’s game
when you take to the court, even if he appears to be
clearly better than you. It is better to focus on how
you are going to play given the strengths of his game
and the limitations of your own. Formulate a plan of
action to take advantage of your strengths as well as
offset his strengths. And be adaptable—if one thing
isn't working, try something else. Upsets are
common in all the racquet sports. Remember how
Arthur Ashe beat Jimmy Connors in the 1975
Wimbledon Finals by nullifying his strengths. Ashe
abandoned his usual power game for spins and off-
speed shots in order to blunt the ferocious power of
Connors. So next time you go on the court, don't
fret about winning or losing, just concentrate on
how you'’re going to play.m
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The statistics: The United States Public Health Ser-
vice estimates that 87 percent of the population suf-
fers from some kind of foot problem. According to a
Department of Health, Education and Welfare sur-
vey, as many as 20 people in 1,000 suffer from foot
disorders serious enough to constitute a disability.
Women suffer four times as many foot injuries as
men—more often than not the price of wearing fash-
ionable high heels and shoes with pointed toes.

No one group pushes their bodies harder or is
more susceptible to injuries than athletes. Our pas-
sion for exercise, running in particular, has increased
the number of leg and foot injuries, but it has also
resulted in a lot of new information about their caus-
es. Today, many podiatrists, or foot doctors, feel
that back aches, knee problems, shin splints—a slew
of hip, leg, knee, ankle and lower back problems—
can be traced to one source—the feet.

Our feet look deceptively simple, but they are a
sophisticated, efficient, durable appendage. The
feet contain 26 bones each—28 if you count the sesa-
moids, the two tiny bones behind the big toe. This is
exactly the same number as the hand which is not
surprising if one remembers that at one time feet
were hands. Together the hands and feet contain
half of all the bones in the body. And besides bones,
each foot contains 19 muscles, 112 to 117 ligaments,
tough layers of fascia tissue which cushions the soles
of the feet, and yards and yards of blood vessels and
nerves. Given the inner complexity of our feet, it is
remarkable they work as well as they do.

The causes of most leg injuries begin before birth.
The round environment of the womb causes the fe-
tus’ leg bones to curve slightly when ideally they
should be straight. Our bones are soft and pliant

Robert Cramer, Jr., is an associate editor of Racquet. Raised in the
Virgin Islands, he recently graduated from Williams College and
currently resides in New York City.
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then and remain that way for many years. An obste-
trician straightens out the legs at birth, but it takes
another five or six years for the straightening to take
full effect. Even then the foot does not finish grow-
ing until one is about 20 years old.

Not only are the leg bones slightly curved, but the
body does not develop symmetrically and this leads
to legs of uneven length. Usually it is the left leg that
is shorter for reasons that are still not known. The
cumulative effect of these two problems does not ef-
fect the majority of us, but in the athlete’s case,
these tiny abnormalities can and do cause problems.

Movement only exacerbates these developmental
deficiencies. In our imagination the joints move
freely as hinges. But in reality, there are many varia-
bles which must be accounted for, and when the
joints are overloaded, that’s when trouble hits.

This is where a hot, new development in the field
of podiatry—orthotics—comes in. Orthotics resem-
ble arch supports, but they are used for more com-
plex tasks than just supporting arches. Orthotics are
shoe inserts molded from leather, plastic, and in
some cases steel, which are designed to correct the
gait. Like glasses that correct your vision without af-
fecting your eyes, orthotics correct your movement
but not your feet. They work by filling the gaps be-
tween your foot and the ground . . . .

Orthotics have gained a reputation as miracle
workers. The list of successes is long. Racquet players
suffering from pre-stress fractures are back on the
court in three days. Runners have doubled or tripled
their distances without pain after getting orthotics.
But before you go out to buy a pair, you should
know that they are expensive—about $100.—and
they are not needed by everyone.

Dr. Richard O. Schuster, who has practiced podia-
try for over 25 years, is a professor at the New York
College of Podiatry, as well as a2 manufacturer of




orthotics. Recently Racquet paid him a visit, bring-
ing a potential patient, a squash player and a run-
ner, who had been complaining of lower back and
left hip pain. The pain hurt enough to have for her
stop running, although it had not yet affected her
squash game.

Dr. Schuster’s examination was simple, quick and
apparently accurate. First he talked with the patient.
‘‘Athletes do not know what information is valua-
ble,”" he explained. ‘‘That's why I start off by talk-
ing to them. They can usually give me a good idea of
what may be wrong.’’ In this case the patient men-
tioned that her back began bothering her after she
had increased her running from three miles a day to
six. Schuster had his first clue. ‘“That’s the magic
number,”” he said. ‘‘People who have biomechani-
cal problems—problems that are related to struc-
ture—share a common denominator, the time lag in
exhibiting symptoms. Symptoms usually appear af-
ter a certain number of miles or after a certain
amount of total miles a week."’

“‘Running is more dangerous than playing a rac-
quet sport,”’ Schuster said. ‘‘People who run, move
in a straight line and don’t get the opportunity to
use different sets of muscles or joints. In the racquet
sports, however, you change direction frequently
and can get a lot of joint problems. In both activities
though, the heel is very vulnerable. It’s a very small
bone about the size of a golf ball and it takes most of
the punishment.”’

Schuster then began to record a series of measure-
ments which revealed some possible causes of the pa-
tient’s back pain. He discovered that her left leg was
one quarter of an inch shorter than her right. More
specifically, that the shortness was located in her
heel. ““This is not unusual, for most abnormalities in
the legs occur furthest from the hips,”” he explained.
““Nor does it surprise me that it’s her left hip that’s
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bothering her since biomechanical problems usually
show up on the shorter side.”” He also discovered
that she was susceptible to ankle sprains because she
had very lictle flexibility in her left foot.

The solution to her shortness, he suggested, could
be solved by an orthotic lift, but there was nothing
she could do to increase her flexibility. That was a
built in limitation of her body. However, through
exercise she could strengthen her leg to ward off fur-
ther injury.

Taking an impression of her foot, Dr. Schuster
then made a leather insert. ‘*“Why don’t you try this
out and see if it helps?’’ he said. *‘If it doesn’t, just
throw it away. I do not think orthotics should be
worn by everyone or prescribed carelessly. They
should only be given if there's a reason. When I do
prescribe them, I usually underprescribe.”’

Schuster has some tips for avoiding leg injuries:

(1) Get shoes that fit. This will take some looking
around but is very important. Dr. Schuster recom-
mends a shoe with a deep toe box and one that grips
and supports the heel. Ideally, he thinks that all
shoes—running or court—should have a lift under
the heel to protect this area.

(2) If you are a runner, avoid running on hard sur-
faces. This includes most tracks which were-built for
races not for training.

(3) After illness or injury, gradually build up your
strength again.

(4) Warmup before you go on the court or start
running. Stretching exercises are the name of the
game—before and after you play. Injuries are caused
by muscles that are too tight and only stretching ex-
ercises can loosen them. Further, sustained, gentle
exercises are better than jerky warm-ups.

(5) Find out the name of the nearest sports medi-
cine doctor. m
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“The stadium was packed with thousands of people and during

the matches, school children would lean over for autograpbs.

1

Tour. Nestled in the mountains, Seoul is the capital
city and has grown to seven million people since the
Korean War, making it the largest city in the
country. It is a city of contrasts where people in
Western clothes walk side by side with people in
traditional dress. I did not find the city handsome,
but I was to grow fond of it, or rather its people. The
warmth and friendliness of the Koreans—friends
walking arm in arm, mothers with babies on their
backs, fathers with young children in their arms and
students unabashedly singing folksongs in the
streets—made me love them.

The evening of our arrival we were scheduled to
play the Korean National Team. The stadium was
packed with thousands of people when we got there.
Four matches were played at one time. During the
matches, school children would lean over the railings
for autographs, underscoring the esteem held for
table tennis players in the country. And when the
playing became really exciting, the stadium boomed
with applause, especially when defensive players
moved back 20-25 feet from the table to return 70
m.p.h. slams.

So it went for a week. The other matches played
were exciting, but lacked the intensity of the first
two nights because after this we were playing local
teams rather than the National Team. Ironically, the
two American players who had the most success
during the tour were both former South Koreans, In
Sook Bhushan and He-Ja Lee.

Leaving Seoul, we traveled to Pusan, a southern
port and the country’s second largest city. Korea is
landscaped with gentle rolling hills and the beauty
of the countryside makes one forget that South
Korea lives under the fear of an attack by its
neighbors, North Korea and China. This state of
continual preparedness for war reveals itself in many
ways. We were driving through Pusan when our
driver suddenly stopped our bus in the middle of the
street and ran away. All traffic had stopped, and
people were dashing for buildings. It was a 15 minue
air-raid drill, performed once a month without prior
notice and announced over all radio stations.

At the end of the Friendship Matches the U.S.
team returned home, but I remained to train with
the National Team. This was a chance to devote
myself to playing with some of the top players in the
world. Only a few people spoke English so a great
deal of nonverbal communication took place. We
sang Korean and American songs (the Koreans seem

Alice Green is the number three wble tennis player in the United
States. In April she will represent this country in the world
championships in North Korea,
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to especially like the Carpenters), laughed at visual
jokes, used facial expressions and hand language. My
stay with the National Team was my first raste of
communal living. Everybody, except the coaches,
would help serve the hort, spicey Korean food and
clear away the dishes, although, in keeping with
tradition, the younger girls on the team did most of
the work. We women lived upstairs, three in a room.
The men had the downstairs. As in Japan, most
Koreans sleep on mats rolled out at night over a
heated floor. To keep the floors clean, shoes are
never worn indoors.

It is not permitted for a married person to be on
the National Team, and the women'’s team had just
lost two top players to marriage when I arrived. They
fear that the demands of table tennis will create
marriage problems and that marriage will decrease
dedication to the sport. The players who replaced
them, however, quickly became part of the National
Team's family.

The training was very rigorous. We worked every
day from 9 AM to 6 PM, six days a week. Before each
training session both the womens’ and mens’ teams
lined up before their respective coaches. The coaches
bowed; the players bowed. And then practice began.
Most of the time we practiced strokes, footwork and
serves. Yet to keep our spirits up, the coaches
staggered marches into the training session. To help
each other maintain enthusiasm, each player
periodically called out the word *‘fight’’ in Korean.

One player whom I studied and watched was the
number one women player, Kim Soon Ok. She plays
with tremendous poise and knows exactly what to do
in any situation. Her words of advice were ‘‘Don’t
miss."”" Which sounds simple enough until it struck
me that the best players demand the best from
themselves. Her advice made me realize that | was
willing to miss an occasional shot just because I was
lackadaisical. Players like her focus on every shot. It
was one of the valuable lessons I learned through
playing there.

At the end of two weeks I moved in with a family
and continued my training in Seoul with the Korean
Airlines Team (a company team and the best in
Korea). My schedule with KAL followed the same
basic training plan as the National Team, but was
less physically demanding. They too inspired me by
showing me what really good players were like. 1am
dedicated to table tennis. But, unlike the South
Koreans, my dedication is combined with another
profession. Nevertheless, I am excitedly looking
forward to competing in the World Table Tennis
Championships.®




Ultimately, there is
only one reason why
Danny Seemiller uses Butterfly.
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Experience: The element that turns promising
amateurs into seasoned professionals. Contend-
ers into champions.

At Butterfly, we believe that experience is also
the foundation for an outstanding product. And,
for almost thirtty years, research and applied tech-
nology have helped us develop superior designs
in table tennis equipment.
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equipment made.

So it's no wonder that top players WOrId wide
have made us the overwhelming favorite.

Danny Seemiller is no exception. Twice the
U.S. Champion, America's number one player
believes in Butterfly because his style of competi-
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ace: Type of bandage worn by player who has in-
jured himself straining to return a perfect serve.

change of pace: Losing the second game of a match
rapidly, after having lost the first game slowly.

coming around: Squash player’s announcement to
spectators that his injured opponent has regained
consciousness and is almost ready to resume the
game.

cross-court pass: Attempt made by one player, usual-
ly male, to become friendly with another player,
usually female.

crofch ball: Shot aimed directly below the opposing
player’s waist, in order to weaken his game or elimi-
nate him from play entirely. The struck player some-
times confuses this play with a kill shot.

doubles: What a player sees after allowing his head
to come between the ball and his opponent’s rac-
quet.

pips-out racket: The racquet used by Gladys Knight
to defeat the members of her singing group in a re-
cent table tennis tournament.

putaway: In Iran, a Shah that cannot be retrieved.

reverse sandwich: Lunchtime food offered at table
tennis tournaments, consisting of one slice of bread
held between two slices of cheese.

70+ ball: Smaller, lighter squash ball, designed for
senior citizens.

singles match: Blind date between two tennis play-
ers.

sweer spot: Exclusive gay racquet club in Greenwich
Village.

tension: A command issued by an officer to a sub-
ordinate indicating an improperly strung racquet.

A RUPTURED
APPENDIX

A REVISED GLOSSARY OF RACQUET SPORT TERMS

by Steven Stern

telltale: Squash was invented at Fleet Street prison,
where informers, fastened to the bottom of the front
wall by vengeful debtors, gave off loud sounds when
struck by the ball.

tiebreaker: Mixed doubles match ending in divorce
for one or both teams. Originally an Indochinese
word, spelled Thaibreaker.

tournament: Italian slang term for an injured liga-
ment.

fault: Popular location of numerous California rac-
quet clubs, including the well-known San Andreas
Club.

floater: Racquetball player who's had several high-
balls before playing.

forecourt: Part of the court nearest the net, where
foreplay takes place.

kil shot: In South America, a shot that is commonly
used in government-sponsored games and is de-
signed to eliminate the opponent.

Jove: It is better to have scored and lost than never to
have scored at all.

overhead smash: Victory celebration in the apart-
ment above.

Philadelphia boast: Squash player’s claim that he
can beat anyone in New York.

pimples: Tiny projections on the rubber face of an
adolescent table tennis racquet.

winner: Season during which tennis players take up
the indoor racquet sports they don’t have time for in
summer.

Z-serve: In France a difficult to return two-wall
serve, as in, ‘ ‘Marcel could not return zee serve.”’

zucchini: Form of squash played in southern Iraly.
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Well folks, the 1979 Colgate Grand Prix Tennis
Tour is in full swing. The first stop, Philadelphia,
attracted all the big names except Adriano Panatra
whose wife had just given birth to a baby boy, and
Bjorn Borg who, some say, did not want to play
Jimmy Connors until the Pepsi Grand Slam where he
beat him in straight sets.

Bur Jimmy was there and he brought Patti Mc-
Guire the 1977 Playboy Playmate of the Year along
to, shall we say . . . play with? ‘*Actually she's my
travelling companion,’’ said the tennis star. But one
look at Patti and you know she’s got a lot on the
ball. Jimmy, as light hearted and humorous as ever,
was asked by the press, ‘‘Does it bother you that
Patti was a Playmate of the Year?’' **No,”’ quipped
Jimmy, ‘‘Does it bother you?"’

Connors was upset, however, over the article in
the National Enquirer that suggested all he wanted
to do was play tennis and jump into bed. ‘‘No one
seems to realize I do have a life which 1 have to

account for outside of tennis,”” said Jimmy.
‘“Yeah,” elaborated Ilie Nastase, ‘‘he eats and
sleeps too."’

After losing to Roscoe Tanner, McEnroe and
doubles partner Peter Fleming threw a late late party
that kept famed playboy Vitas Gerulaitus up most of
the night. ‘‘Jeez,”” said Vitas the next morning at
breakfast, ‘‘those kids must have had 30 people in
their room. The music was blaring, people were
screaming and yelling. If I can play today, it'll be
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amazing.'’ And why didn’t Vitas just join the party?
He's heeding his manager who told him to get his
act together and concentrate on tennis. By the way,
it's said that Vitas was so depressed after losing to
Arthur Ashe that a friend had to drive his Rolls
Royce and Vitas back to New York.

The player who always attracts the most attention
on the tour is, however, Guillermo Vilas, the storied
poet of the Pampas. The ladies all did a double take
when he walked through the hotel lobby. ‘I don't
know how poetic Vilas is,”’ says his manager Ion
Tiriac, *‘but I'm beginning to believe there has to be
something there. 1 sent some of his lyrics to Burt
Bachrach and he loved them. Now CBS might be
putting some of them to music. And Liv Ullman and
Ali McGraw both said Vilas is so sexy in ‘‘Players.”’

Vilas, who is quite shy, told me he is just finishing
a novel about tennis and . . . sex. ‘‘It’s all fantasy,"’
he said with a smile.

Another player who is a big hit with the ladies is
John Alexander. He was seen one evening at a
Philadelphia disco surrounded by women. When he
finally left several women followed him out the
door. Alexander told me he just bought a new house
in Atlanta. “‘I only have three things in it,"” said
John with his charming Australian accent, ‘‘a table,
a chair and a bed.'’Well,when you look like John
what else do you need?

Ilie Nastase, who usually loves discos and parties,
looked a little down in Philly. I'm told Dominique,

Ilie's gorgeous wife hasn't been too happy with his
off court behavior of late. For one thing, after
winning the WCT in Jamaica, Nastase was asked
what he was going to do with his winnings. ‘‘One
half goes to my wife,"” he said quickly, “‘and the
other half to my girl friends.”’ Dominique wasn’t in
Philadelphia for the tournament.

On the romance scene: Buster Mottram s
rumored to have had a romantic adventure in the
back seat of a car while in Philadelphia. Peter
Fleming, out for awhile with shin splints, should
have time to pick up with that female tennis player
he met in Johannesburg. Raul Ramirez bought his
love Melissa a new fur coat for Christmas burt it
backfired because Melissa felt sorry for the dead
animals and refused to wear the coat.

The rookies recently named Peter Pearson ‘‘Most
Likely to Succeed’’. Said one of the players, ‘“While
ATP is printing how wonderful Pearson is, he’s still
trying to bail himself out from some incident on the
last tour.”’

Speaking of last tours. That was quite a ‘“‘late
night swimming party’' which took place at the
WCT in Jamaica. With the way Bjorn Borg looked,
no wonder the night felt as hot as it did. Of course
the party cooled off when almost everyone ended up
in one of the players rooms.

And, on the same night...Who was the girl who
answered the phone claiming she was the maid? At
four in the morning? Really! m
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Did you ever break your racquet?
Were you ever injured while playing racquetball?
Would you like a discount on racquetball equipment?

Were you ever responsible for someone else getting
injured while playing racquetball?

Was your racquet ever stolen?

If you were disabled playing
/(%\\ racquetball, would a weekly
M- disability benefit be helpful?

R

If you can answer Yes to any
one of these questions,
then membership in

: National Racquet
Sports Association is a must.
Membership in the NRSA can help
you out in any of these six situations.
Plus much, much more.

You'll get these unique NRSA
membership benefits.
10% AVIS discount
10% Holiday Inn Tour Package discount

® Over 50% discount on Racquetball
lllustrated

NRSA Insurance Benefits

10% discount on Sports Plus safety
and prescriptive eyeguards

Discounts on racquetball equipment
Free can of racquetballs with

Charlle Brumfield
5 Time National
Champlon
Touring Pro for
Sportrooms, Inc.

“Hinders are avoid-
able, but the need to
protect yourself and
your equipment is

unavoidable. Find /‘ L purchase of SEAMCO racquet
out about NRSA 7 o Become an NRSA member today!
membership today.” AR Mail the coupon below for complete information.

/ N
7 -
s %\ SA National Racquet Sports Assoclation
_,}/‘ 3430 Sunset Avenue, Wanamassa, N) 07712

SA

YE.S, I'm interested, send me more information today.

Name _ -

Gy e o slate Zip

National Racquet Sports Association
3430 Sunset Avenue, Wanamassa, NJ 07712

w
Bom oo wn v s wn mm wm w2

(Club inquiries are invited)
LR R R B N N N N N B F B F N RN R R R N N N BN

1
i
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GALLERY

Sharif Khan, sometimes known
as The Sheriff, successfully
defended his North American
Open Squash Championship in
New York. This makes it 10 out
of 11, and another notch for the
Khan Clan.

Viktor Vondracek © 1979
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Art Shay © 1979
o
L 3

RACQUET / 57




Clockwise, from the top left,
Herb FitzGibbon and partner
Hank Irvine try for another
platform tennis championship;
a young competitor learns the
hard way; tennis prodigy John
McEnroe has catapulted into the
top five; junior champion Kasia
Dawidowicz is on her way to the
World Table Tennis
Championships in North
Korea; Bjorn Borg is back on
top of the tennis world.

Jackie Giroux © 1979

Tom Mangan © 1979
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suddeﬁl it’s athree-sid'e‘d game!

Pilkington, world leaders in glass tech-
nology, have opened up the game of racquetball
to a wider and more appreciative audience. Most
recently at the Racquetime Center, Southfield,
Michigan.

Pioneers in the development of glass back
walls, used in all major squash tournaments
throughout the world, Pilkington now have
standard designs available for racquetball and
handball courts using glass on three sides.

Think of the potential for spectators,
players, coaches, even for TV or movie coverage.

For maximum safety, Pilkington systems
are made from ‘%"’ thick ‘Armourfloat’ tempered
glass. 4-5 times stronger than ordinary annealed
glass, it easily withstands the hardest body impact
or crack of a racquet.

And Pilkington offer an unrivalled design
service on standard or custom made glass walls.

For further information and illustrated
brochure, contact Ray Read,

Pilkington Brothers (Canada) Ltd.,
101 Richmond Street West, Toronto 1, Ontario.
Cables: Pilkho Tor. Telephone: 416 363 7561.

PILKINGTON@®



Brush Stroke
It’s the season for the artistry of the esoteric racquet sports—court tennis
and racquets. In the U.S. Open Court Tennis singles, a young pro from
Australia named Graham Hyland sent sparks at the dark walls by
defeating Ralph Howe and upsetting Philadelphia prodigy Jimmy Burke.
Boston pro, Barry Toates, gained the finals by finessing the hard hitting
don of court tennis, Gene Scott and went on to win the title in four sets
with a brilliant display of accurate volleys and brush strokes. Don't
worry—no one else knows what a brush stroke is either.

The following weekend, the New York team of Ralph Howe and
Ogden Phipps breezed to the U.S. Amateur Doubles crown. Spectators
gazed in awe wondering if there was any pattern at all to the ancient

| game as the players seemed to move in their own orbit regardless of the
| flight of the ball.

: In the U.S. Racquets Championships, the venerable Willie Surtees

For a Few Dollars more! | successfully defended his title, embarassing Randall Crawley in the
Need a doubles partner for the | singles and teaming with Ed Ulmann to win the doubles.

club championship? Some pret- = In the Canadian Single Championships, Surtees was upset by John
ty good partners are still availa- | |  Prenn of England and must now face a challenge for his world title of-
ble. . . if youcan affordit. For | | fered by William Boone. —George Bell

around $10,000 a day such ten-
nis superstars as Bjorn Borg,
Arthur Ashe and Ilie Nastase
will play your ad court. Make ar-
rangements through their
agents. For starters try the Inter-
national Management Group, 2
Erie View Plaza, Cleveland,
Ohio 44114. Bring money.
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Crossfire
A revolutionary new concept in
racquet stringing has been
announced by Ashaway. The
“‘crossfire’’ uses a specially se-
lected gut for the main strings
and a new compatible synthetic
for the cross strings. Extensive
playing tests indicate that this
hybrid combination gives the
power and playability of gut
and the durability normally
associated with nylon.
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Left Hand Page

Former national champion,
Tom Page has been incapaci-
tated much of this squash sea-
son with an injured right wrist.
What does the energized Page
do for exercise? He plays
squash, of course. . . with his
left hand. By mid-season Page
had become so proficient that
he was challenging the top A
players. It’s kind of scary.

Crime and Punishment

The owner of a racquetball club
in Stockton, California was
playing in a tournament in

nearby Pleasant Valley.

Medical Mythology Following the first game his
The new medical specialty—sportsmedicine— the science of sports and opponent left his racquet on the
fitness, has exploded a number of preconceived myths about athletic floor during the two minute
performance. Three of the more common ones, described by The break. Deciding to leave the
Sportsmedicine Book are: court also, he left the ball on his
(1) The use of salt tablets. Never take salt tablets. If you are low on salt, opponent’s racquet only to
your taste buds will tell you so. Salt tablets bypass your taste buds, discover it was a rental racquet
nature’s protection against too much salt, and may lead to high blood stolen from his club several
pressure, clots in the bloodstream, heat exhaustion and even death. months earlier. After a brief
(2) The use of amphetamines. Forget it. If anything these artificial confrontation, the thief was
stimulants can hinder performance. They only make you #4in£ that you blitzed by his outraged victim
are doing better than you actually are. It’s all psychological. who won the match and
(3) Steak and potatoes are the best pre-game meal. Not so. Steak ranks as retrieved the purloined racquet.
a poor source of energy and is slow to digest. If eaten too soon before a —Jerrell D. Croskrey
match they may actually impair performance. The best athletic foods are
carbohydrates—potatoes, pasta, crackers and bread. g C—_

s, ! AL Sl
Multiple Choice 3
Question: How many tennis players are there in the United States? j
a) 6.5 million Sose
b) 40.9 million i 2'.—;
¢) 9.0 million t.
d) 59.4 million I .
According to Tennis Magazine there are 6.5 million players. But U.S. ‘, i
News & World Report thinks there are 40.9 million. However, The P e
Washington Post figures there are 9.0 million while World Tennis SR
guesses there are at least 59.4 millfon Americans with at least a nodding ' 6, Sy
acquaintance with the baseline. = - e

But in the spirit of true investigative journalism Racquet conducted its s
own survey. There are 9 tennis players in the office; 17 of our friends play
tennis and 45 of their friends play. We're up to 71 and still counting. . .

We'll let you know when we finish.




In Transit

At the recent Cowles Invitational Squash Tournament held in New York,
University of Pennsylvania senior Ned Edwards had a busy weekend.
Edwards had won a very tough five game match against Racquez Editor
Kevan Pickens which went for close to two hours. He then hopped in a
waiting car and sped to New Haven where Penn was playing Yale in a
varsity squash match and won easily. Still in motion the kinetic Edwards
then returned to New York for his third match of the day, a quarter finals
contest in the Cowles against a well rested foe. He won easily making his

record a perfect 3-0 for the day.

Next day, with just two matches to play, Edwards went on to win the
tournament having played five matches in 36 hours. Whew!

Rules of Order
If you've ever run a tournament
you know what a bewildering
and often unrewarding task it
can be. But take heart budding
impresarios, help is on the way.
A small book, with a large title,
*“The Handbook for Planning
and Conducting Tourna-
ments,”’ will surely ease the pain.
Published by the U.S. Tennis
Association, (but applicable to
an elimination tournament in
any sport) the book contains

facts, regulations and helpful tips.

Order from Publications De-
partment, U.S.T.A., Education
and Research Center, 729 Alex-
ander Road, Princeton, NJ
08540. It’s $6.00.

A Fistfull of Dollars
Randy Vataha emerged victori-
ous over a field of 220 profes-
sional athletes to cop the first
prize of $58,000 in the Coors
All Pro Racquetball Champion-
ship. Held in Las Vegas, the
tournament pitted top athletes
in baseball, football, basketball
and ice hockey against each
other in racquetball action.
Winner Vataha, better
known for his acrobatic catches
with the New England Patriots
than his racquetball prowess was
ecstatic, ‘. . . even if  had won
the Superbowl, I don’t think it
would have been as exciting for
me as this.”’ $58,000 sure is
exciting.

1, =5
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The Money Player

It was a 72 hour bacchanal.
There was wine, food, gambling
and squash. Yes squash. That
most staid of racquet sports has
gone Hollywood, or at least Las
Vegas.

The event was the Atlantic
Coast Open, held in Atlantic
City, New Jersey. The site was
the old Haddon Hall, now the
Resorts International Horel,
home of the big gambling
action on the East coast. Three
tournaments ran simultaneously
and the big draws put a strain
on the two courts so matches
were scheduled at all hours.

Yet most players agreed that
the carnival atmosphere was a
refreshing change of pace from
the more traditional settings of
most squash tournaments.

A Natural High

Racquetball’s popularity
continues to soar to New
heights—35,000 feet to be
precise. American Airlines now
shows a brief racquetball
segment before many of its
inflight movies. The action is
from the A.M.E./Voit-Perrier
Championships recently
contested in las Vegas.
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Code
Nos.

4

96

22

21

95

73

SAVE ON MAGAZINES...

Magazines

TV GUIDE. Subscribe and get 30
issues for $8.95

TV GUIDE. Subscribe for a longer
rate and save more. 52 issues for
$15.50

BOOK DIGEST. You get 12 issues
for $8.95

BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS.
You subscribe for 1 year (12 issues)
for $8.00. On newsstands, the cost
would be $11.40.

APARTMENT LIFE. You can have
12 issues delivered to your apart-
ment for only $7.97

PICKIN'. Subscribe and get 10 is-
sues for $7.00. This would cost
$12.50 on newsstands. PICKIN'
reviews records, lists festivals,
covers bluegrass, folk, jazz, and
classical music. If you play or lis-
ten 1o string music, you'll want to
read PICKIN',

MARIAH. Subscribe for only $8.97
for 6 issues. Cost on newsstands
would be $15.00. MARIAH is the
quality magazine of outdoor fun,
expectations, and adventure—for
outdoor enthusiasts and general
readers alike! MARIAH covers ski-
ing, backpacking, canoeing, div-
ing, camping, climbing, and more.
with outstanding writing and superb
color photography. Every issue cap-
tures the beauty of nature and the
excitement of wilderness adventure!

And buy the easy woy...

You can use the card to order your favorite magazines at low
cost, and all from one source. Take advantage of these special
rates now, and save up to 50%.

All you have to do to order is put the magazine code

numbers in the boxes on the card.

(Limit 4 magazines per customer at these special rates.)
If the card is missing, write to:

Code
Nos.

90

93

Magazines

CUE NEW YORK. Subscribe and
get 20 issues for $10.00. On news-
stands the cost would be $20 00,
S0 you can have this magazine deliv-
ered to your home and save 50%
off the single copy price, too. To-
day's CUE NEW YORK is the only
magazine that tells you all that goes
on in America’s entertainment and
cultural capital.

YACHT RACING/CHUISING. You
can have 10 issues delivered to your
home for $12.00, a saving of $3.00
off the regular $15.00 rate. This is
the magazine for the serious one-
design and offshore sailor. For
yachtsmen who sail everything from
Sunfish to 73-footers. Covers the
exciting world of sailboat racing
and performance cruising.

Code
Nos.

9

40
38
97

Reader’s Magazine Service, Box D, Broomall, PA 19008

Magazines

NEW DAWN. Have 12 issues sent
to your home for only $12.00. You
would pay $15 for the 12 issues if
you bought them on the newsstand
You'll get the new woman’s maga-
zine that beautifully mirrors your
interest in love and other relation-
ships, career and finance, fashion
and beauty, travel and health It's
bold. Bright. Full of life

TIME. 25 issues for $14.97. On
newsstands, you would pay $25.00.
SPORTS ILLUSTRATED. You pay
only $12.77 for 26 issues.

MONEY. You pay $12.50 for 10 is-
sues

AUDIO. You pay only $9.50 for 12
issues. On newsstands this would
cost $15.25. This is the magazine
for the hi-fi buff.

To: READER’S MAGAZINE SERVICE Box D, Broomall, PA 18008

YES, send me the magazine(s) whose code number(s) |
have written in the box(es) below. (Just write in number to
left of magazine as shown in ad. And limit is 4 magazines

per customer.)

s e

name

address

city state

Zip 7019

e @A g
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At a Glance

BADMINTON/
THE DANISH ETHIC

Danish badminton players bring
more than their racquets to the court.
They bring classic shots, showman-
ship and sex. ‘‘Good strokes are the
essence,’’ they say, and they go on to
prove it by spending year after year in
search of the perfect stroke: one that
is quick and well timed, yet retains
the fluid quality that best masks de-
ception. The more they practice, the
more they become involved in the
subtleties of stroke production and
the intriguing process of developing a
personal style. This may explain why
there are so many happy Danes on the
badminton court.

Other countries have a different
approach to the game. Indonesians,
Malaysians and Japanese base their
games on the fitness and quickness
developed by long hours of condition-
ing. Englishmen often try to outthink
their opponents. Americans prefer a
learn-as-you-go approach, that is, if
they somehow push the shuttle over
the net they feel ready for competi-
tion. The better ones develop prag-
matic games based on keeping the
bird in play and in a safe place—a
style which often wins, but never
dazzles.

Danes too, prefer winning, but
they play as much to express them-
selves and enjoy life as to win. A
dreary routine of nothing but condi-
tioning and practice is their idea of
hell. Even worse is abstinence, a prac-
tice Sven Pri, 1976 All-England
Champion, eschewed in favor of an
approach to training that many now
claim to be the classic method. Before
every practice, a strenuous daily ses-
sion lasting several hours, he drank
the equivalent of a six pack of beer.

The protein in the hops was ‘‘benefi-
cial’’ he declared.

Out of five million Danes, 350,000
play badminton and many more are
familiar with the game. To entertain
this audience, and likely amuse them-
selves in the bargain, players embell-
ish their games with trick shots and
routines. One group is nicknamed the
‘“‘clowns.”” Fleming Delfs, the 1977
World Champion, practices with
them to improve his showmanship.

And while Danish men clown or
strut to gain favor, Danish women
have been able to take advantage of
what seems an innate national ability
to look fetching in stretch terry shorts.
Ulla Strand, winner of dozens of in-
ternational matches, pauses at the
start of each rally to daintily hitch her
shorts even shorter, then proceeds to
clobber her opponents with shots a
man would envy.

The Danish attitude emphasizes
style, fun and flourish—and satisfac-
tion from playing the game.

—Rosine Lemon

PLATFORM/
STRIVING FOR IDENTITY

Professional platform tennis is coming
into the home stretch. There's been
the usual snow, rain and sub-freezing
temperatures, but presumably the
added incentive of $169,400 in prize
money has warmed even the chilliest
soul.

After six out of ten scheduled Pass-
port Grand Prix tournaments, the
men'’s rankings have a familiar sound
to them. Former Davis Cup tennis
stars, Herb FitzGibbon and Hank Ir-
vine, ranked one last year, again head
the pack with four tournament wins
out of five they've entered. Close be-

Squash frames desi
satisfy the evergrows

A precision blend-of English ash
Scandinavian
5 to 7 ply alignfvent.

100 years of craft experience brings
you this racquet. Four models. .. four
distinctly progressive sets of playi

characteristics.

CLIPPER \»
CONSORT @
CLASSIC
CONQUEST

MILFORD, CT. 06460

”

to meet and
: demand for
lighter...durable.." well balanced bats.

h...combined in
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g

essional to show you the
ange...and the complete MOODY

ATLANTA, GA. 30336
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The fastest way
to improve your

racquetball

4 /Cut olit the st ' : .
g ,actory restmngl réc’ﬁ" , It pro bl\{r contal : :
a standard nylon monofi l'arﬁent/‘ls gauge ;t/cgﬁ that s q corqpro ;
[ Replace it wnh Ashaway Van;age 1 mul nt racquE;baH
"~ only str,ng specnffcally deye}oped for»the hungry racquetball plqer lf yo
lookmg 'for moro ontrol and a bette  bite on the ball, specify Aqhaway

GET IN THE GAME

Submit short, interesting
or humorous bits for the
Etcetera section and S
make $15 if accepted. P
The Gallery department :
is also open for your photos /XY
So get in the game and
send your material to:
RACQUET

342 Madison Ave., N.Y.,
N.Y. 10017
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hind are perennial contenders and
former National Champs, Chip and
Steve Baird and Clark Graebner and
Doug Russell. Newcomers at the top
are Gregg Brents and Rich Maier, one
of the quickest teams on the tour,
who have consistently reached the
quarter or semi-finals in every tourna-
ment they've played.

FitzGibbon has had to barttle a
bout of colitis as well as the elements.
He and Irvine passed up money tour-
naments like Chicago (won by Russell
and Graebner) and were surprised in
the quarter-finals by Adams and
Mangan in Boston. But he is back and
looking strong.

Anybody who saw Hilary Hilton
and Louise Gengler sweep to victory
against Linda Wolf and Wendy Chase
last year will do a double take this sea-
son. They've a// found new partners,
typical of the mad scramble among
the women to find a winning combin-
ation. Hilary Hilton with Annabel
Rogan, reuniting a team that won the
National ttle in 1975. Tennis star
Yvonne Hackenberg with Linda
Wolf, Louise Gengler and newcomer
Carolyn Lane, Wendy Chase and Fay
Gambee, Shirley Babbington and
B.J. DeBree, pairing two National
Champs and breaking up the only sis-
ter combination of Babbington and
Cavanaugh. And the list goes on.

While the teams may be scram-
bled, the results are predictable. Ver-
satile Hilton is on top again, winning
two out of the last three women'’s
tournaments. Still number two and
chasing Hilton is Linda Wolf, who
finds herself still a perennial finalist
or semi-finalist. Kit Knight and Pat
Lurie, finished strongly last year and
hold down third place, but are find-
ing it difficult to make headway
against what appears o be even
tougher competition this year.

RACQUETBALL/
HOGAN ROLLS ON

Racquertball’s biggest pro tour ever,
the Colgate Pro/ Am, is half over and
the results are what you’d expect. Ho-
gan, Hogan and more Hogan.

Steve Strandemo is the biggest sur-
prise thus far. He shocked the rac-
quertball world when he upset nation-



al champion Marty Hogan in the first
tournament of the year [while Wag-
ner took out Brumfield in the quar-
ters]. Strandemo went on to claw his
way to a tiebreaking victory over Jerry
Hilecher in the finals.

Meanwhile, Marty Hogan, prime
exponent of power serve, power kill,
power everything, maintains his num-
ber one position with three tourna-
ment wins. However, sophisticated
observers are beginning to notice a
narrowing of the gap between Hogan
and the rest of the field, the evidence
being Hogan's early upset in St. Louis
and his close call against Rich Wagner
in Miami. It’s not Hogan's skill that is
diminishing as much as it is the re-
markable surge in the quality of play
by the top ten professionals.

Richie Wagner has suddenly
tightened his game to jump to num-
ber three over his number five finish
last year. Credit his strong finals
matches against Hogan in Detroir and
Miami with an additional trip to the
semis in Port Washington. Similarly,
Hilecher has cranked up his enigmatic
game to power himself to the number
four position, a full two notches
above his previous number six spot.
In St. Louis he was knuckled out by
Strandemo in a tiebreaker, narrowly
failing to win the championship. He
followed that with a squeaky 11-10 tie
breaker loss to Bledsoe in Detroit,
then rounded it out with a finals ap-
pearance against Hogan in Port
Washington and a semi-finals loss to
Wagner in Florida.

But where was the ‘‘People’s
Champion’’ Charlie Brumfield dur-
ing all these goings on. The four time
national champion was sidelined with
a bout of infectious hepatitis that
struck him soon after St. Louis. The
illness put him out of commission un-
til Miami where he barely lost to
Wagner in a nailbiting 21-20, 20-21,
11-10 quarter finals. Observers report
that all the shots are still there but
Brumfield suffered the effects of his
illness and his stamina was suspect.
Despite missing two tournaments,
Brumfield still shares the number five
slot with Strandemo. Craig McCoy'’s
incredible shooting and his ability to
play Hogan have made him a regular
semi-finalist and earned him the
number six ranking.

The top ten are rounded out by
Mike Yellen, youngest player on the
tour and last year's rookie of the year;
Davey Bledsoe at number eight, Ben
Koltun at nine and David Fleetwood

at ten. —Jaci Sisson
—Tom Srofko

SQUASH/

ONE MORE FOR SHERIFF

They’ve said it for the past few
years, ‘‘Sharif’s too old. He can’t
move any more. Goldstein will get
him this year.”” Yet each year, with
characteristic aplomb, Sharif Khan
has silenced his detractors by winning
the North American Open and the
$10,000 first prize. This year’s await-
ed confrontation between Khan and
challenger Stu Goldstein did not ma-
terialize as Goldstein was defeated in
the semi-finals and Sharif went on to
prove for the tenth time in the last
eleven years that he is the dominant
squash player in North America.

The draw was made up of the
American and Canadian regulars with
the exception of Torsam Khan, a spe-
cialist in the international game, and
the lone representative from Europe.
Torsam had the misfortune to be in
Sharif’s quarter and his first match
against his North American cousin
ended prcdlctably with Sharif’s power
and experience giving him an easy vic-
tory. In the bottom half of the draw,
number two seed Goldstein was hav-
ing trouble—four games with Bill
Andruss and five very tough games
with Frank Satterthwaite who seems
to get better with age. The semi-finals
were set: Sharif Khan vs. Clive Cald-
well and Stu Goldstein vs. Gordon
Anderson.

Each year Clive Caldwell gets a lit-
tle better. This year’s edition came
complete with growls, menacing ges-
tures and a new winning attitude.
Unfortunately, Sharif seems to have
Caldwell’s number and the number
this year was 3-1. The second semi
paired Goldstein and Anderson in the
best match of the tournament. The
match was punctuated by Anderson’s
blazing power and unique double
boast and Goldstein’s marvelous re-
trieving and three wall nick. It came
down to the wire—two games each;

13. all, set five. When the smoke
cleared Anderson had won the dubi-
ous privilege of facing defending
champion Sharif in the finals.

As is frequently the case, the finals
were an anti-climax. Anderson, emo-
tonally spent and simply outgunned
was no match for the champion. From
the outsetr Sharif sensed his superior-
ity and went on to crush Anderson 15-
7, 15-10;, and 15-5.

Undoubredly next year, grum-
blings will again be heard: ‘‘Sharif’s
woold. ... Don’t beton it.

TABLE TENNIS/
ROAD TO KOREA

Table tennis has a new champion in
15 year old Eric Boggan. Boggan up-
set pcrcnmal champion Danny See-
miller in a hard-fought four game fi-
nal match at the U. S. Nationals,
staged in the splendor of Las Vegas'
Caesar’s Palace. Boggan is the young-
est National Champion ever!

This tune-up for the World
Championships in North Korea was
dominated by the Boggans (Eric and
Scotr) and Seemillers (Danny and
Ricky). The quarter, plus Rogcr
Sverdlik, will represent the U. S.
the men’s division in P’yongyang in
April.

Seemiller’s loss to Boggan was the
major shocker in the Las Vegas event.
Seemiller had not lost to an American
player in more than two years and he
had run through the field at Caesar's
without the loss of a single game until
he ran into young Boggan in the fi-
nals. (Incidentally, it was Boggan who
was the last American to beat Seemil-
ler.) Seemiller got his revenge three
days later, however, when he put
Boggan down in two easy games in
the team trials for the world tourna-
ment.

In the women's division of the Na-
tionals, In Sook Bhushan successfully
defended her singles championship
by defeating U. S. Junior Champion
Kasia Dawidowicz in the semi-finals
and former U.S. champ He-Ja Lee in
the finals. The women's team trials
produced a solid and competitive U.
S. group—In Sook Bhushan, He-Ja
Lee, Alice Green and Kasia Dawido-
wicz—for the worlds.
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In SQUASH!—the first book reveal, step-by-step, the basic
devoted exclusively to the new techniques as well as the advanced
“70+" game—squash pro Adrian strategies of “70+" squash.
Goddard provides a unique SQUASH! also provides a wealth of
program of instruction for beginners  vital information on such subjects
as well as experienced players. In as equipment, playing facilities,
addition to 50 diagrams and 100 squash for women, mental
startling action photographs, the attitudes, tournament rules, squash
lucid text is supplemented with for the tennis player, and practice
remarkable “flip-over™ illustrations exercises for one or more players.
which slow down the action to Cloth, $10.00; Paper, $4.95

S‘- Manln’s PreS\g 175 Fifth Avenue, New York 10010

WE TAKE FROM THE RICH ...
AND GIVE TO THE POOR

During the HANDICAP ROUND
ROBIN every tuesday night at the

Uptown Racquet Club, New York.
Our round robin Robin Hood is

Spencer Brog, a highly regarded ’\ /
junior player. He runs the CO-ED
EVENING on Friday, Saturday and ®
Sunday, BEER N'SQUASH BUST on

Wednesday, and the WEEKEND
JUNIOR LEAGUE. Spence wants to
make exercise fun for you. For details

call (212) 860-8630.
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TENNIS/
THE NEW AND OLD

On the men’s pro scene, 1979 began
surprisingly with the renascence of
Arthur Ashe, the maturing of John
McEnroe and the continued rivalry for
‘“Who'’s Number One’’ between Jim-
my Connors and Bjorn Borg.

Ashe says about himself, ‘‘I may
have the mind of a 35 year old but I
feel like I have the body of a 25 year
old.”” Both combined to put him in
the finals of the Colgate Grand Prix
Masters against John McEnroe. No-
body in tennis, probably even includ-
ing Ashe himself, had expected him
to get that far or come back so effec-
tively after a near-crippling heel inju-
ry. But perseverance, a notoriously
hard, flat first serve and a new, tricky
off-pace game of dinks, chips and
lobs, combined with the absence from
the tourney of Borg and Vilas for ap-
parent financial reasons and Jimmy
Connors’ early withdrawal from the
event due to a blister on his foot, got
Ashe into a stunning three set final
with McEnroe. Granted, Ashe may
not have won, but he put up a fight
not seen since Wimbledon in '75.

McEnroe’s first major title since his
Davis Cup heroics, finally awakened
the Garden crowds from what had
been till then a dull Grand Prix circuit
finale. The event also set off the con-
troversy—would McEnroe, Connors,
Borg and Vilas join the rank and file
and accept the guidelines laid down
by the association.?

Speaking of Jimmy Connors, a
strange development on that one-
man cold front involved his winning
both the $175,000 Birmingham Open
and the US Pro Open Indoor Cham-
pionships in Philadelphia in the space
of two weeks after his withdrawal
from the Masters final. Connors has a
curious history of withdrawal from
tournaments that don’t really interest
him—anyway he did beat McEnroe in
the Pepsi Grand Slam several weeks
later before accepting a 6-2, 6-3
thrashing by Borg in the finals.

On the women’s front Chris Evert
was in New York with her new fiance,
John Lloyd of England, the British
Davis Cup player. She and the top
women are playing at Madison Square
Garden in the finals of the Avon. m



RESULTS

Winners and Losers

BADMINTON

i

Thomas Cup Semi-Final Match
Ottawa, Ontario
January 13-14, 1979

First Day. Czich(Can) d. Kinard(US) 15-12, 15-3;
McKee(Can) d. Higgins(US) 15-5, 15-9; Walker-Fo-
garty(US) d. Tryon-Johnson(Can) 15-7, 15-7; John-
son-deBelle(Can) d. Coakley-Britton(US) 3-15, 15-
11, 15-7.

Second Day. Higgins(US) d. Czich(Can) 15-12, 15-
10; Tryon(Can) d. Walker(US) 6-15, 15-6, 18-15; Mc-
Kee(Can) d. Kinard(US) 17-14, 15-8; Coakley-Brit-
ton(US) d. Tryon-Johnson(Can) 15-12, 15-12; Walk-
er-Fogarty(US) d. Johnson-deBelle(Can) 15-3, 15-10

Winner—Canada 5-4.

PLATFORM TENNIS

Passport Scotch Grand Prix
New Canaan, Connecticut
February 3-4, 1979

Round of sixteen. FitzGibbon/lrvine d. Bar-
row/Knight 6-1, 6-1; Adams/Mangan d. Burton/Felt
6-4, 6-3; Brents/Maier d. Kulig/Rowe 6-3, 6-4;
Kanc/Saacke d. Rogers/Ucko 6-3; 6-7, 6-1;
Moore/Smith d. Mahler/Stecle 6-4, 7-6; Baird/Baird
d. Griffin/Swift 6-1, 7-5; Ayres/Miclke d. Kin-
ney/Wachob 7-6, 7-6; Gracbner/Russell d. Dick-
son/Mattimore 6-2, 6-4.

Quarter Finals. FitzGibbon/Ivine d. Adams/Man-
gan 4-6, 6-2, 6-3; Brents/Maier d. Kane/Saacke 7-5,
6-2; Baird/Baird d. Moore/Smith  6-1, 7-5;
Ayres/Miclke d. Gracbner/Russell 7-6, 7-6.

Sem: Finals. FiizGibbon/Irvine d. Brents/Maier 6-
4, 7-6; Baird/Baird d. Ayres/Miclke 6-2, 6-4.

Finals. FitzGibbon/Irvine d. Baird/Baird 6-4, 7-6,
6-1.

Passport Scotch Grand Prix (Women)
Boston, Massachusetts
January 31-February 1, 1979

Round of sixteen. Hackenberg/Wolfe d. Pole-
stak/Slonaker 6-3, 6-2; McAvoy/\;:osrcrs d. Rawlings
Vanneck 6-4, 6-2; Knight/Luric d. Winship/Yatcs 6-
2, 6-1; Callaway/Rich d. Archard/Rancy 7-5, 1-6, 6-
2: Gengler/Lane d. Hills/Keyes 6-4, 4-6, 6-2; Bab-

ington/DeBree d. Duff/Harris 6-2, 6-2; Chase/Gam-
bee d. Hill/Stern 7-5, 6-3; Hilton/Rogan d. Mitch-
cll/Southwick 6-2, 6-3.

Quarter Finals. Hackenberg/Wolfe d.
McAvoy/Vosters 6-3, 6-2; Knight/Lurie d. Calla-
way/Rich 6-2, 4-6; Babington/DeBree d. Geng-
l(::r/Lanc 7-6, 6-4; Hilton/Rogan d. Chase/Gambee

-2, 6-2.

Sem:t Finals. Hackenberg/ Wolf d. Knight/Lurie 6-
2,66-2'. Hilton/Rogan d. Babington/DeBree 6-3, 1-6,
7-6.

Finals.Hilton/Rogan d. Hackenberg/ Wolf 6-1,6-3.

RACQUETBALL

Y

e

Kunnan/Kennex Toumament of Champions
Coral Gables, Florida
February 2-4, 1979

First round. Kolwn d. Bledsoe 21-15, 21-9; Fleet-
wood d. Yellen 6-21, 21-20, 11-8; Brumfield d. Serot
21-6, 21-12; Strandemo d. Keeley 18-21, 21-10, 11-5;
Bledsoc d. McCoy 21-16, 21-15; Wagner d. Yellen
20-21, 21-7, 11-7; Hilecher d. Scrot 21-17, 21-10;
Hogan d. Keeley 21-7, 21-16.

Suaﬂer Finals. Strandemo d. Bledsoe 21-9, 21-15;
Wagner d. Brumficld 21-20, 20-21, 11-10; Hilecher
d. Flectwood 21-11, 21-17; Hogan d. Kolwun 21-12,
21-18.

Semi Finals, Wagner d. Hilecher 21-17, 21-15; Ho-
gand Strandemo 21-16, 21-8.

Finals. Hogan d. Wagner 21-15, 18-21, 11-7.

SQUASH

Bancroft North American Open
New York, New York
January 12-14, 1979

Round of Sixteen. S. Khand. G. Khan 10-15, 15-3,
15-11, 15-5; T. Khan d. Hilbert 11-15, 15-8, 15-10,
15-10; Caldwell d. Mohtadi default; A. Khan d.
Greenberg 15-9, 10-15, 15-10, 15-2; Anderson d.
MacRury 15-12, 15-16, 9-15, 8-15, 15-10; Ratinac d.
M. Khan 15-8, 15-10, 15-7; Sauerthwaite d. Sanchez
15-10, 4-15, 4-15, 15-5, 15-4; Goldstein d. Andruss
15-8, 11-15, 18-14, 15-8.

Quarter Finals. S. Khan d. T. Khan 15-6, 15-13,
15-6; Cladwell d. A. Khan 11-15, 15-11, 15-8, 15-10;
Anderson d. Ratinac 15-11, 15-11, 16-18, 5-15, 15-
10; Goldstein d. Satterthwaite 10-15, 15-10, 15-14,
15-12.

Semi Finals. S. Khan d. Cladwell 15-11, 11-15, 15-
8, 15-13; Anderson d. Goldstein 15-9, 15-12, 13-15,
8-15, 18-16.

Finals. S. khan d. Anderson 15-7, 15-10, 15-6.

Bancroft Women's O
Philadelphia, Peansylvania
January 26-28, 1979

Round of Sixteen. Maltby d. Hubinger 15-3, 15-8,
15-4; Weymuller d. Michel 4-15, 7-15, 17-14, 12-15,
15-6; Smith d. Ramsay 15-5, 15-4, 15-7; King d. Ru-
bin 15-4, 15-9, 15-6; McKay d. Greenberg 15-3, 15-8,
15-3; Drake d. Pierce 10-15, 15-11, 15-9, 12-15, 18-
16; Davenport d. Edwards 15-6, 15-17, 15-11, 15-11;
Akabane d. Brickley 15-6, 15-8, 15-10.

Quarter Finals. Maltby d. Weymuller 15-7, 15-6,
15-8; Smith d. King 12-15, 15-8, 7-15, 15-5, 15-8;
McKay d. Drake 15-2, 15-3, 15-8; Davenport d. Aka-
bane 15-12, 18-16, 15-11.

Sem: Finals. Maltby d. Smith 15-10, 15-9, 12-15,
14-16, 15-9; McKay d. Davenport 15-4, 15-2, 15-7.

Finals. McKay d. Maltby 15-9, 15-3, 15-3.

U.S. National Championships (Women)
New York, NY
February 8-11, 1979

Round of sixteen. McKay d. Brandriss 15-3, 15-2,
15-6; Weymuller d. Sanchez 15-11, 15-8, 10-15, 15-
12; Akabane d. Pierce 16-15, 15-6, 15-12; Drake d.
Nyad 17-14, 2-15, 18-15, 15-4; Ramscy d. Greenberg
15-12, 15-12, 15-5; Davenport d. Billard 15-16, 17-
15, 15-11, 15-7; Edwards d. Brickley 15-9, 15-4, 15-
12; Maltby d. Lawrence 15-1, 15-13, 15-6.

Quarter Finals. McKay d. Weymuller 15-6, 15-3,
15-4; Akabane d. Drake 15-12, 15-7, 15-6; Ramsey d.
Davenport 15-6, 15-11, 16-15; Maltby d. Edwards 15-
3,15-12, 18-15.

Sem: Finals. McKay d. Akabane 15-5, 15-5, 15-9;
Maltby d. Ramsey 15-7, 15-3, 15-7.

Finals. McKay d. Maltby 15-9, 9-15, 15-8, 15-7.

Cowles Invitational Tournament
New York, New York
January 27-28, 1979

Round of Sixteen. Edwards d. Pickens 7-15, 15-6,
11-15, 18-14, 15-9; Woolworth d. Beck 15-10, 18-17,
15-12; Bottger d. Talbert 15-8, 15-11, 15-12; Poor d.
Ryan 15-9, 15-6, 16-18, 8-15, 15-10; Mateer d. Ned-
wed 15-12, 17-14, 15-8; Bernheimer d. Dinerman 15-
3,15-9, 11-13, 15-8; Greenberg d. Woolworth 15-11,
15-11, 15-10; Niederman d. Page 5-15, 15-8, 13-15,
15-14, 15-12.

Quarter Finals. Edwards d. Woolworth 15-7, 15-3,
15-10; Bottger d. Poor default; Mateer d. Bernheimer
15-6, 7-15, 12-15, 15-9, 15-7; Greenberg d. Nieder-
man 18-13, 15-10, 17-15.

Semi Finals. Edwards d. Bottger 15-10, 15-11, 15-
8; Matcer d. Greenberg 18-13, 15-10, 17-15.

Finals. Edwards d. Mateer 11-15, 15-8, 15-8, 16-15.

U.S. National Championships
Portland, Oregon
February 16-19, 1979

First Round. Sanchez d. Mitha 3-0; Brosens d.
Atwood 3-0; Dashicll d. Dinerman def; Foster d. Bur-
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SUBSCRIBER SERVICE

Change of Address: T =

Please give us 8 weeks advance notice Enclose the Q"Q‘ J“{ a Imar
label for your old address and fill in your new ad-

dress below

AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE

%ucstiom. Comphtin(sz o - y 39 E. 29 St. (Bet. Pk. & Madison)
¢ can serve vou better and faster if you will en- Tel. 889-1977 §84-8327

close vour mailing label with all correspondence

Entenng a New Subscnption:

Check the box below and fill in your name and ad-
dress. Gift subscriptions, please include full in- G
structions on a separate sheet. Canada add $2 00 %
per subscription; All other foreign subscriptions
add $4.00

Renewing:
Check the box below and make sure your mailing

3%
label is correct "

X -
Please enclose your mailing label and mail this en- Tennls and
tire form 1o
enCousT Squash shop
AU

342 Madison Avenue A 7

New York, New York 10017

Ui
Please send a year's subscription to RACQUET (6
issucs) at $8.00
[J New subscription  [J Payment enclosed Rt. 1A
) Renewal [ Bill me later Wenham, Mass. 01984
] Change of address
Nane i s lpus ) - 67 Mt. .Aubum St.
Address Cambridge, Mass. 02138
City State Zip (617) 864-8800

A road test
for your heart:

Introducing the 21st Century Fitness &
Testing AERO-CENTER, a unique
twelve-week Cardio-Aerobic stress
exercising program.

21st CENTURY
Fitness & Testing Center
for Men and Women

220 East 57th Street
New York, New York 10022
Telephone: 838-3116

There's a great future
In every body.

RACQUET / 70

rough 3-2; Bouger d. Barclay 3-0: Algerd Biggar 3
0. Mohtad: d. Talbott 3-0; Bernheimer d. Buci cy 3-
0; Gessling d. Talbert def: T Page d. Sayers 3-1; Bark-
er d. P Page def: Matcer d. Lennard 3-2; Beck d.
Cooper 3-0; Flemming d. Nedwed 3-2; Franklin d.
Harding 3-1; Edwnrdss Sarfraz 3-2

Second Round. Sanchez d. Brosens 3-0; Dashiell d
Foster 3-2, Alger d. Bouger 3-2; Mohtadi d. Bern-
heimer 3-2, Page d. Gessling 3-0; Mateer d . Barker 3-
0; Beck d. Flemmung 3-0, Edwards d. Franklin 3-1.

Quarter Finals. Sanchez d. Dashiell 3-0; Mohradi d
Alger 3-1; Page d Matcer 3-2 Beck d. Edwards 3-2

Sent Finals. Sanchez d. Mohtadi 3-1; Page d. Beck
3-1

Finals. Sanchez d. Page 3-0.

TABLE TENNIS

United Saates Championships
Las Vegas, Nevada
December 16-19, 1978

Round of thirty-two. E. Boggan d. Thrasher 21-10,
21-10, 21-13; Sharpe d. Baber 17-21, 21-14, 21-11,
21-19; Bush d. Quang Bui 21-19, 21-13, 21-18; Lee
d. Lardon 20-22, 21-10, 23-21, 21-19; Brathwaite d
Butler 21-18, 20-22, 21-13, 21-19; Gillen d. Chu: 21-
19, 21-10, 21-16; R. Scemiller d. Stewart 21-18, 21-
13, 21-10; Philip d. Sears 21-18, 17-21, 21-19, 19-21,
21-12; Sakai d. Raphel 13-21, 21-17, 21-19, 15-21,
21-14; S. Boggan d. Manoogian 21-15, 21-13, 16-21,
21-17; Doyle d. Lee 21-15, 21-19, 21-12; Sverdlik d
Lanc 21-16, 21-23, 21-16, 20-22, 21-18; D. Scemiller
d. Guillen 21-11, 21-14, 21-14; Sweeris d. Howard
21-18, 16-21, 19-21, 21-11, 21-9; Huerman d. Peter-
son 21-9, 21-13, 17-21, 21-15; Park d. Lazarus 21-18,
21-17, 21-13

Round of sixteen. E. Boggan d. Sharpe 21-11, 26-
24, 21-17; Lee d. Bush 21-14, 21-14, 19-21, 21-15;
Gillen d. Brathwaite 21-17, 23-21, 21-17; R. Seemil-
lerd. Philip 21-15, 21-15, 21-12; S. Boggan d. Saka
21-16, 21-13, 21-15; Sverdlik d. Doyle 19-21, 21-10,
21-19, 21-16; D. Seemiller d. Sweeris 21-14, 21-14,
21-18; Park d. Huermann 21-19, 22-20, 21-11

Quarter Finals. E. Boggan d. Lee 21-18, 19-21, 2
20, 21-15; Guillen d. R. Scemiller 21-19, 21-9, 2
19; D. Seemiller d. Park 21-10, 21-13, 21-11; S. Bog-
gznd Sverdlik 17-21, 18-21, 23-21, 21-11, 21-18.

Semi Finals. E. Boggan d. Guillen 21-17, 21-7, 22-
24, 21-16; D Sccm5 erd. S. Boggan 21-11, 21-10,
16-8(retired)

Finals. E. Boggan d. D. Seemiller 23-21, 21-16, 21-
23,21-15.
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United States Championships (Women)
Las Vegas, Nevada
December 16-19, 1978

Round of thirty-fwo. Bhushan d. Thompson 21-6,
21-9, 21-10; Newell d. Rosal default; O'Dougherty d.
Felstein 21-13, 19-21, 22-20, 21-15; Soltesz d. Gresh-
am 21-13, 21-17, 21-19; Dawidowicz d. Payorellis 21-
11, 21-17, 21-13; Davidson d. Motz 7-21, 21-16, 21-
15, 21-19; Liu d. Harris 21-9, 20-22, 21-6, 21-10, Bo-
chenski d. Newgarden 13-21, 21-10, 21-18, 2-19;
Green d. Martin default; Trenholme d. Hodges 21-
12, 21-19, 21-9; Dadian d. Parkins 21-11, 21-19, 10-
21, 21-16; Sistrunk d. Simon 18-21, 21-18, 21-10, 21-
12; Sweenis d. Neuberger 21-4, 21-9, 21-13; Kronlage
d. Hill 13-21, 19-21, 21-17, 21-19, 21-16; Nieves d.
Cooper 21-15, 21-14, 22-20; Lee d. Smilkstein 21-11,
21-6, 21-6.

Round of sixteen. Bhushan d. Newell 21-12, 21-10,
21-14; Sotesz d. O'Dougherty 21-17; 15-21, 14-21,
21-13, 21-19; Dawidowicz d. Davidson 14-21, 18-21,
21-15, 21-14, 21-8; Bochenski d. Lui 21-8, 21-8, 24-
22; Green d. Trenholme 21-10, 17-21, 21-16, 21-9;
Sistrunk d. Dadian 21-16, 21-10, 21-17; Sweeris d
Kronlage 21-7, 21-4, 21-12; Lee d. Nieves 21-9, 21-7,
21-6



Quarter Finals, Bhushan d. Soltesz 21-15, 21-13,
21-11; Dawidowicz d. Bochensk: 8-21, 21-16., 12-21,
21-19, 21-6; Sistrunk d. Green 21-18, 9-21, 21-19,
23-21; Lee d. Sweens 21-13, 21-18, 21-13

Semi Finals. Bhushan d. Dawidowicz 18-21, 17-21,
21-14, 21-13, 21-8: Lee d. Sistrunk 21-17, 21-17, 19-
21, 21-17

Finals. Bhushand. Lee 21-19, 20-22, 21-19, 21-10

Colgate Grand Pnx Masters
New York, New York
January 10-14, 1979

First Round. Dibbs d. Barazzuwu 6.4, 6-4; Gou-
fricd d. Ramirez 6-4, 6-1; Connors d. Solomon 6-1, 6
2; McEnroc d. Ashe 6-3, 6-1

Second Round. Goufried d Barazzutu 7-6, 6-4;
Ashe d. Solomon 7-1, 6-4; Dibbs d. Ramirez 6-0, 6-1;
McEnroe d. Connors 7-5, 3-0 reured

Third Round. Ramirez d. Barazzutu 3-6, 6-3, 6-4;
McEnroc d. Solomon 6-3, 6-2; Goufried d. Dibbs 6-
3.6-3; Ashed Connors default

Sem: Finals. Ashe d. Goutfnied 7-5, 3-6, 6-3; McEn-
roe d. Dibbs 6-1, 6-4

Finals. McEnroc d. Ashe 6-7, 7-5, 6-3, 7-5

U.S. Pro Indoor Championships
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
January 22-28, 1979

Round of thirty-two. Connors d. Van Dillen 6-1, 6-
1, Fibak d. Amaya 6-2, 6-1; Hardic d. Nastase 7-5, 4-
6, 6-4; Master d. Barazzutti 5-7, 6-3, 6-3; McEnroc d.
Smith 7-5, 6-1; Pfister d. Stewart 6-1, 6-0; Tanner d
Leonard 6-3, 6-2; Dibbs d. Drysdale 6-4, 7-5; Solo-
mon d. Pattison 6-0, 6-3; Mayer d. Gullikson 6-4, 6-
3: Kreik d. Zednik 6-3, 6-4; Gerulaius d. Franulovic
6-4, 6-1; Gorttfried d. Tom Gullikson 6-4, 6-4; DuPre
d. Dibley 3-6, 7-6, 7-6; Ashe d. Riessen 6-1, 4-6, 6-4;
Vilas d. Mottram 6-4, 6-3

Round of sixteen. Connors d. Fibak 6-4, 7-6; Mas-
ters d. Hardie 6-4, 6-4; McEnroce d. Pfister 6-2, 7-6;
Tannerd. Dibbs 6-7. 6-2, 6-2; Solomon d. Mayer 6-4,
2-6, 6-1, Gerulaitis d. Kreik 4-6, 6-2, 7-5; Gorttfried
d. DuPre 6-3, 6-2; Ashe d. Vilas 6-3, 7-5

Quarter Finals. Connors d. Master 6-3, 6-3; Tanner
d. McEnroe 7-6, 6-2; Gerulaitis d. Solomon 6-2, 6-3;
Ashe d. Goutfried 6-3, 7-5

Semi Finals. Connors d. Tanner 6-3, 6-3, 3-6, 6-1;
Ashe d. Gerulaius 1-6, 4-6, 7-6, 6-4, 6-4

Finals. Connors d. Ashe 6-3, 6-4, 6-1

Avon Championships (Women)
Oakland, California
January 8-14, 1979

Round of thirty-two. Navritalova d. Smich 6-3, 6-4;
Vermaak d. Hunt 6-1, 7-5; May d. Tomanova 4-6, 7-
6, 6-2; Stuart d. Cuypers 6-2, 6-2; Stove d. Tyler 6-3,
6-2; Jausovee d. Duvall 6-3, 6-7, 6-1; Casals d. Kloss
7-9, 6-3; Kiyomura d. Mihai 6-2, 6-2; Latham d. Fo-
rood 6-1, 6-0; Ruzici d. Margolin 6-4, 2-6, 6-1; Stoll
d Dupont 6-2, 6-3; Fromholtz d. Newberry 4-6, 6-0,
6-1; Kruger d. Fernandez 6-4, 6-2; Redondo d. Louic
6-2, 6-3; Richards d. Durr 6-2, 6-2; Evert d. Jordan 6-
3, 6-1

Round of sixteen. Navritalova d. Vermaak 6-3, 6-0;
May d. Stuart 6-1, 6-4; Jausovec d. Stove 6-4, 6-3; Ki-
yomura d. Casals 6-3, 6-4; Ruzici d. Latham 6-3, 6-3;
Fromholtz d. Stoll 6-1, 6-2; Redondo d. Kruger 6-4,
6-2; Evertd. Richards 6-4, 6-4.

Quarter Finals, Navritalova d. May 6-3, 6-0; Kiyo-
mura d. Jausovec 6-3, 2-6, 7-5; Fromlmlu d. Ruzici 6-
3.4-6, 7-5; Evertd. Redondo 7-5, 6-3.

Semi Finals. Navritalova d. Kiyomura 6-1, 6-3; Ev-
ert d. Fromholtz 7-6, 6-0

Finals. Navritalova d. Evert 7-5, 7-5

THE GRIP THAT
GRIPS BACK.

Tennis players have discovered drastically reduces “torque,” and
Supreme Grip! Now it’s your turn. virtually eliminates slippage, you
When you first get your hands may never suffer another blister.
onit, you'll think it's suede. But It lasts far longer than leather. It
its unique Poromeric structure ab- can never stretch. Or shrink. Or
sorbs sweat far better than leather. rot. Or irritate sensitive skin.

In fact, the more you sweat, the Get your racquet rewrapped
better your grip actually becomes. with Supreme Grip and geta
And because Supreme Grip better grip on your game.

Supreme Grip.

The: wed bl st by o onp

John Boyle & Co., Inc. 112 Duane St. N.Y. 10007. Represented nationally by Ashaway.

PLAY TO WIN
PLAY THE 70 +

APPROVED FOR OFFICIAL PLAY BY

United States Squash Racquets Associations

World Professional Squash Association

Canadian Squash Racquets Association

National Intercollegiate Squash Racquets Associations

North American also produces the official doubles ball.

* long life
e durable
e non marking
e uniform
* played exclusively in all the
major championships

Distributed and sold in the United States and Canada.
Squash Ball Division * The West Company ¢ Phoenixville, Pa. 19480. (215) 935-4500
Made for the West Company by Bestobell-Merco Australia
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NEXT SERVE

HOW TO TALK TENNIS IN THE BIG APPLE

The czar himself, Bjorn Borg, was passing through New York
and wanted to hit some. I was one of three summoned at the
eleventh hour, like some court jester . . . .

THE 10 WORST PERFORMANCES

There have been some pretty bad actors on the tennis,
racquetball and squash courts lately. Racquet picks the best of
the worst!

S

THE 2000 YEAR OLD RACQUET PLAYER
His legs are going, but his game is as outrageous as ever and
he’ll hustle—I mean bet you on any game.
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THE BEST RUM

UNDER THE SUN IS
THE ONE MADE
WITH RAIN.

Y /

Rainfall in the Virgin Islands
is rare. But it’s precious. Not
only for our greenery, but also
for our rum.

Because before Cruzan
reaches the peak of mellowness, we
add a little rain to every barrel.

As a result, light-bodied
Cruzan Rum is not only extremely
smooth, it is exceptionally clean-
tasting. As clean-tasting as the
rain water it's made with.

Mix Cruzan in your favorite
rum drinks—or try a Cruzan Cruise.
Just mix 1%2 oz. of Cruzan Rum
with 3 oz. of pineapple juice and 2
teaspoons of lemon juice and shake
with ice.

When you do, you'll know
why a little rain helps make it the
best-selling rum under our sun.

Send for your free Imported Rum Recipes
booklet: Cruzan Rum Distillery Co., P.O.
Box 218, Frederiksted, St. Croix, V.I. 00840.

TheVirgin Islands Rum
made withVirgin Rain.

Cruzan Rum Distilery Co . St Crom Virgin Islands. Eighty Proot
¢ 1978
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i Thesymbol of imported luxury. Bottled in Canada.
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RS 5 ,. EnjOY our quahty in moderatlon :
‘ Canadian whisky, A blend of Canada’s finest whiskies. 6 years old, 86.8 Proof. Seagram Distillers Co., N.Y.C.




