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E"!'ryon - ~~ .. 
Wins t .· dsna m 

® 

with ... -~ 

. ·),J, 
The World's Finest 
Health & Fitness Machines 

,, 

DynaCam equipment features: 

• Brilliant Chrome Finish 

• Solid Steel Constru ction 

• Cardio-Respiratory Endurance 

• Improvements In Strength 

• Changes In Body Compos ition 

Documented results and years of des ign and 
research make DynaCam the perfect weight 
machine for the winning point. 

Call us for full-l ine cata log , layou ts and plann ing 
assis tance . 

Dynamics Health Equipment 
Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
1538 College Avenue , South Houston , Texas nss1 
Call Toll Free 1-800-231-4245. 
In Texas, call (713) 946-5734 
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The 
one part 

ofyourgame 
that never has 

an off day. 

Rely on it . When all your shots are working . And when they're not . 
Because even on those days your game 's more off than on , the 

Penn ®Ultra-blue racquetball performs . Shot after shot. 
Game after game . Whether your style is power or finesse . 

This ball is so lively, consistent , and durable. we back it 
with the guarantee no one else offers: If any Penn ball 
should fail before the label wears off . return it to the place 
of purchase or to Penn for two new bal Is. 

Ask anyone who plays it . Once you try Penn. you won't 
go back to anything else. Because even if you're off. it's on. 

Penn Athletic Products Company , 200 Mall ("&wj 
Boulevard, Monroeville . PA 15146. 



Roll out ~ Bleu'"Racquetballs have the same 
fresh liveliness the 300th time you play with 
them as they do the first. That's because AMF 
Voit puts the zip in the rubber walls of the 
ball, instead of pressurizing them . 

If you've ever played with pressurized balls 
you know they start out strong . but go "dead" 
quickly. Not Rollout Bleus . You get the same 
true rebounds game after game after game. And 
chances are , you 'II buy balls less often. 

All that liveliness is easy to keep your eye 

■ 

on, too , becaus e our bright blue is the most 
visible color on indoor courts . No wonder 
Rollout Bleus hav e be en chosen for hundr eds 
of tournaments since 1977. And they kee p 
on outselling nearly every other brand . 

For a sampl e Rollout Bleu 
Racquetball and a copy of 
our booklet, Racquetball for 
Winn ers, send $2 to AMF Voit. 
Next game , freshen things up. \ ,

01
.t 

Santa Ana. California 9270 4 V 1 
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At 
Point West 

Industries , we 
carry a full line 

of quality products 
at affordable prices. 

Everything you need 
in Racquetball Supplies. 

"The Other Glo ve" 

look 
P for.thet 

Oln 

1555 FAYETTE STREET 
EL CAJON, CA 92020 

Call Collect 
(714) 449-9554 



COMBAT GLASSES 
Available from Eye Care Specialists at these locations: 

ALABAMA 

Sunoptics 
Mobile 

ARIZONA 

Dr. Jomes Fobricont At Levy's 
Tucson 

CALIFORNIA 

At All Superior Optical Outlets 

All Santo Barbaro 
Optical Outlets 
Dr. Vincent De Francisco 
Ind io 
Dr. Steven K. Kuroto 
Los Angeles 
Dr. Alon Chon 
Son Francisco 

COLORADO 

R-X Optical 
Aurora 

CONNECTICUT 

Conrod W. Kosack . Optician 
Danbury 
Dr. Mervyn H. Balsam 
Stamford 

FLORIDA 

Sharron Optical 
Ft. Lauderdale 

Drs. Brotter & Goldberger 
Miami 

GEORGIA 

Dr. Doniel D. Gott lieb 
Stone Mountain 
Dr. Robert W. Wilson 
Valdosta 

ILLINOIS 

Dr. Ronald S. Kroor 
Chicago 

Glosses Ltd. 
Chicago 

Edens Opticians 
Oak Lown 
Dr. Luckhardt & Assoc . 
Westmont 

KANSAS 
Dr. M.D. Torrence 
Hutchinson 

Harmon Optical . Inc. 
Shawnee Mission 

KENTUCKY 

Dr. Fern Ivy 
Madisonvill e 

MARYLAND 

L. & L. Optical. Inc. 
Silver Spring 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Copewoy Opticians 
Pembroke 
Dr. June E. Montono 
Westfield 

MICHIGAN 

Genesee Vision Clinic . P.C. 
Flint 

S. & D. Optical Co . 
Gorden City 
Dr. Harold A Sh nider 
Lans ing 

MINNESOTA 

All Duling Optical Outlets 

Christy-Waldock Optical 
St. Poul 

MISSOURI 

Joplin Optical 
Joplin 

Lively Optical Service 
Kansas City 

NEVADA 

Hamilton Opticians 
Reno 

NEW JERSEY 

David Weininger, O.D . 
New Brunswic k 

Dr. Richard A Zobock 
Ocean 

NEW YORK 

Massena Optics , Inc . 
Massena 

Ira S. Morgenthol Opticians 
New York 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Dr. Barry L. Adler 
Chapel Hill 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Drs. Dennis & Gross 
Easton 
Morrison Associates 
Harrisburg 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Wayne Ham Opticians 
Florence 

Arnold Opticians . Inc . 
Greenville 

TENNESSEE 

Drs Shum & Schoen 
Ge rmant own 

TEXAS 

Mor ey Op tical 
Ft. Worth 

Safety Eyeweor 
Tyler 

Charles A Garci a . O.D 
Universal C ity 

UTAH 

Murphy Optica l 
Provo 

Anew Op tica l 
Provo 

VIRGINIA 

Dr. Leo n E Tyler 
Alexandria 
Bauer's Skyline Opt . 
Falls Chu rch 

WASHINGTON STATE 

Drs Roberson & Gi bb s 
Bingen 

Dr. Rolph A Halv orsen 
Everett 

Pearl Optical . Inc . 
Seattle 

Mills & Epes. M.D .'s. P.A. Optical Shop WASHINGTON D.C. 
Greensboro Dr. Horry Pollock 

OHIO W. VIRGINIA 

Owl Optical 
Bedford Heights 

Dr. Robert J. Pfeil 
Cleveland 

Dr. Elliot M. Kirstein 
Montgomery 

OREGON 

Harold G. Gordner, Disp. Opt . 
Eugene 

Gresham Optical 
Gresham 

City Optical Co . 
Huntingt on 

WISCONSIN 

Zolot Optica l 
Milwauk ee 

WYOMING 

Dr. B.J. Kister 
Riverton 

Sheridon Optical 
Sheridan 



COMBAT 
GLASSES. 

PRESCRIPTION ALL-SPORT EYEGUARD 
FOR RACQUETBALL, HOCKEY, FOOTBALL, SQUASH 

AND OTHER FRIENDLY GAMES. 

VIRTUALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE 
PLASTIC (LEXAN) FRAME. 

ADJUSTABLE HEADBAND. 

FOAM RUBBER CUSHION 
~ INCLUDED (NOT SHOWN). 

WIDE-VISION, PLASTIC WRAPAROUND LENS 
GROUND TO YOUR PRESCRIPTION. 

NO -FOG VENT. 

WIDE TEMPORAL PROTECTION. 

It's funny how serious friendly games can get. Which is why most of 
us take our equipment seriously. 

If you wear glasses, the Rainbo Prescription All-Sport Eyeguard will 
be the most serious piece of sports equipment you can own. 

They give your eyes the same advantage on the playing field that 
your regular glasses give off the field. 

They let you see. And more so, they help protect your eyes from 
injury . 

. At least, you can play safe. 

RAINBO PRESCRIPTION ALL-SPORT EYEGUARD 
NOW AVAILABLE AT YOUR EYE CARE SPECIALIST. 

CALL (800) 423-5221 FOR INFORfVIATION. 
IN CALIFORNIA CALL COLLECT (213) 999-4330. 



NEW DIRECTIONS 

Dear Members: 

The 1980 AARA National Singles Championships are over, but the outcome of the wee k­
long activities, we hope, will have impact on racquetba ll for many years . Among the many 
events held during the week in Miami were a highly successful tournament, several produc­
tive AARA meetings and many individual and group discussions about the positive d ir ection 
in which the AARA is headed . 

The AARA board of directors has elected me as their new president for the coming year. I 
accept this position with enthusiasm and a commitment to the continual growth of the 
AARA. We have a strong board who are willing to put forth the effort necessary for a 
superior association. Other officers include: Vice President, Bob Klass; National Commis­
sioner, Fred White; National Rules Commissioner , Jim Austin ; Secretary/Treasurer , John 
Lepore; and National Juniors Commissioner, Ed Martin . 

The future is extremely bright for the AARA and for the amateur players that make up the 
membership . The total organization , under the direction of executive director Luke St. Onge 
and assistant Hallie Singer, is committed to the amateur players. We are most happy with 
the continual growth of our state organizations and with the efforts of our hard-working 
regional directors. We are expanding each day and will provide leadership to every section of 
the United States. 

There are many immediate challenges ahead in 1980. The board has established some 
specific goals that will be given priority. We can accomplish our goals if we have constant 
communication and work hard as an association . We need the voice of the players in the 
AARA. The board realizes that the members are the most important ingredient to success 
and we have placed increased membersh ip as an important goal for 1980-81. We a lso have a 
need to improve our financial status and will spend time and effort in this area. We are 
proud of our juniors program and under the direction of Ed Martin we will expand the pro­
gram for our youth this year. We hope to offer instructional camps and add itional tour­
naments for the junior player. We hope also to improve our intercollegiate program and will 
encourage more college men and women to get involved in amateur racquetball. In addition , 
it is our hope that our national ranking system will be more effective this coming year. 

The board also discussed the need for a rules case book and for improvement in the 
referees in amateur racquetball. We therefore hope to get a certif ication program for referees 
established in the near future. Jim Austin, rules commissioner , needs your input and help in 
these areas . A copy of the rules book is included in this issue of the magazine, and we'll 
provide the membership with the new edition when it is printed this fa l l. 

The board has also set a goal of 100 percent increase in sanctioned tournaments in 
1980-81. We encourage each player to participate in our sanct ioned tournaments and , when 
you run a tournament , we encourage you to get it sanctioned. We need your assistance in 
achieving this goal . 

Also included in this issue of the magazine is a copy of the AARA constitution. After 
reviewing this document you will again be assured that our organization is for you - the 
players - and we cannot operate without your input. With this thought I again remind you to 
communicate with us. Assist us in making the coming year the best ever for the AARA . See 
you in Boston for the National Doubles . 

Best, 

Keith Calkins 
President, AARA 

P.S. There are many other exciting things happening with the AARA. Luke St. Onge wil l keep 
you informed of our involvement through this column. A special thanks to the Sportrooms 
for their efforts in Miami and to the National Commissioner Fred White, for his efforts. Con­
gratulations to all the r.ational champions! 

B July/August 'BO Racquetball 
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RECEIVING LINE 

Letters 
To The Editor 

Your April article entitled, "Contempt 
of Court," was an excellent commentary 
on the current status of manne rs - or , 
more appropriately, the lack of manners 
- in racqu etb all today. 

There exists many practical reasons 
for improving our sport's on-conduct, in­
cluding the approva l of image -conscious 
sponsors and tournament spectators . But 
perhaps the two most compelling reasons 
should be to set a decent standard for 
youngsters and to be able to live with 
ourselves. 

I can assure you that the Women's Pro­
fessional Racquetball Association will 
constantly strive to uphold the highest 
standards of sportsmanship . 

Thank you for havin g the courage to 
print what many have been saying for 
years. Keep up the good work ... 

Dan M. Seaton , 
Commissioner, Women 's Professional 

Racquetball Association 
Las Vega s , Nev. 

••• What I appreciated more than 
anything about the 1980 National Singles 
tournament was your scheduling a 
65-and -over division even though there 
were only two ent ran ts. It is very impor­
tant for the future of racquetba ll, in my 
opinion, to schedule these new divisions 
and to hold them at least for a few years 
regardless of the number of people who 
attend. 

I remember that only two years ago 
there were only about five entrants in the 
over-60 division and only Ike Gurner and 
I had any degree of development to our 
games . This year , of cour se, there were 
13 entra nts in that division, and a lot of 
them were excellent racquetball players. 
I predict that the over -60 division could 
well go beyond the 16 bracket draw next 
year and that you will have several more 
entrants in the over-65. 

So let me congratulate you on your 
decision to hold the over -65 event. It was 
a welcome change from the decisions 
some comm ittees make not to hold a cer ­
tain division if they don't get the exact 
number of ent ries they want . Do keep it 
up in the future. 

My biggest suggestion for constructive 

change for next year is not to require the 
older division entrants to play two 
matches in one day except in very special 
instances. We may like to pretend that 
we are about as young and strong as 
ever, but our level of play really goes 
down in that seco nd match if the first one 
is tough . 

I know that many people don't want a 
tournament to drag out too long and that 
it is out of consideration for these people 
that you schedule the event over such a 
brief period. From my own feelings, 
however, and from talking to others at 
this tournament, I believe they would 
much rather come a day early than have 
to play two matches in one day. The top 
seeded players, of course, get the byes, 
and when an unseeded player has to play 
a match in the morning and come back 
against a seeded player in the afternoon 
who hasn't had to play at all, the odds 
against an upset become too great. • 

Alex Guerry 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Racquetball welcomes correspond ence 
from its readers. Leilers are subject to 
editing for clarity and lengtlz. 
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R.AYERS'FORUNI 

ANEW WAY 
TO SCORE 
By Jim Austin 
EDITOR'S NOTE: Jim Austin is a clzam­
pum racquelballer, a leaching professional 
and president of the Houston (Texas) Rac­
quetball Association. The AARA welcomes 
responses to his proposed clzanges in the 
current scoring system. 

I have had the fun and pleasure of play­
ing racquetball for the past 17 years . 
During this time I have seen a lot of 
changes in the rules of the game , some 
good and some bad . However, in all 
these years, and all of the rule changes , 
only a couple of times have we looked at 
the scoring system. 

The AARA decided to try two out of 
three games to 15 points, which proved 
unpopular, and now uses two games to 
21 with a 15-point tiebreak er. Some of 
the primary reasons for the scoring 
changes were to try to better control the 
time of match es , plus mak e the en­
durance fitness factor a little less im por­
tant so aJI ages couJd play under the same 
ruJes. I feel that there are some major 
disadvantages to the current scoring 
system now being used. To wit : 
1. Because only the server may score, 
the re are sometim es periods in a game 
where there is no scoring, which is time 
consuming and boring to players as well 
as spectato rs. 
2. The server gets to serve until the 
receiver puts him out. This is a tr emen­
dous advantage to the player with a 
strong serve . He starts with the front 
court contro l advantage and is the only 
player who can score in the rally . 
3. T he short tiebr eaker game does not 
give a player much time to play catch-up 
if he gets off to a slow start. AJso, even 
the shorter scored tiebreak ers can be 
drawn out because of no scoring by the 
server. 
4. With the current scoring system, con­
trolling match times is virtually impos­
sible. With more and more people playing 
racquetbaJI and entering tournam ents, 
some tournaments have used 31-point 
games in the first, and sometime s se­
cond, round to handle all the player s who 
want to play. No one likes to pay a $15 to 
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$25 entry fee and play one gam e to 31 
points; but something has to be done to 
accommodate this tremendous surge in 
new tournament players . 

I would like to suggest a possible solu­
tion to the problems inherent in the pre­
sent scoring system . The following 
system has been used by the Houston 
Racquetball Assoc iation in its city-wide 
tournam ents and Chancellor s Racquet 
Club in its house tournam ents with gr eat 
success . 
Her ewith, my propo sed changes: 
1. A match will consist of two out of 
thr ee games to 21 point s, scoring on 
every point (either person), not just the 
server . 
2. Th e server must rota te every five 
point s. 
3. In doubles , each team gets five serves 
at a time, with the first server on the 
team se rving all five se rves the first time 
up and the second se rver on the team 
serving aJI five serves the second time 
up . Th ey co ntinu e to a lt ernat e 
throughout the gam e. 
As I see it, the advanta ges of this system 
are manifold . Just a few are: 
l. The person rece iving the serv e can 
win points . Thi s helps to equal ize the 
server's court posi tion advanta ge . A 
player is award ed a point for every win­
ning shot he makes. 
2. Strategy becomes a much more vital 
part of the game. The strong er server is 
neutrali zed somewhat. Th e receiver may 
retaliate aggressive ly now. Risky, low 
percentag e shots may be att empted less 
with a point to be scored every time. 
There are critica l points where the 
server or the returner may change posi­
tions with a one or three point advan tage 
added to his score . 
(Example : serv er 3-receiver 2; the next 
serve can result in score of serv er 4, and 
he moves to the receiver position; and 
receiver 1, and he moves to the serving 
position; or server 3, receiv er 2, and they 
chang e positions) . Th ese become key 
points in a game. 
3. No more boring, scoreless "inning s" 
when serves exchange and no one 
scores. The game score never stalls, 

every serve brings the game closer to its 
end. Possible closer scoring games, but 
take s less time. Probably no shut-out 
game s, but a 21-5 game will end quickJy. 
Spectator and player inte rest will not 
wane. Enth usiasm is maintained as the 
next game begins. 
4. With the tiebreaker to 21 points, 
every player will feel like they have a 
fair chance to win even if they get off to a 
slow sta rt in the third game. By scoring 
on every point , a three game match (even 
if all the game scores are close) will pro­
bably take not more than one hour. 
5. Tourna ments and activities will now 
run on schedule. Game match times can 
be bette r dete rmined . T he average game 
time will be approximate ly 15 minutes . It 
tak es no longer to play doubles than 
singles. For club house tournaments and 
leagu es, matc hes can easi ly be finished 
in a one hour time per iod. 
6. Club players can play more games 
and finish matc hes on thei r one hour time 
limit. Clubs may be able to go to a 45 
minu te time reserv ation pe riod in prime 
time to accommodate more members , 
but still give the members time to finish a 
matc h. 
7. A comparable amount of exercise is 
generate d. With a point scor ed every 
time by either person, more aggr ess ive 
play results . 
8. Tournam ent playe rs will physically 
be better able to compe te in both singles 
and doubles events without bringing 
themselves to exhau st ion . Norma lly in a 
"C" or "Novice" division where there may 
be 64 or more entries , it becomes an en­
durance contest , not necessa rily a sk ills 
contest. AJso, all age divisions can com­
pete und er the same scoring rules. 

One final note . Racq uetba ll is the only 
major rac quet sport that allows only the 
se rver to score. AJso, the serve r's posi­
tion in the court is greater than in any of 
the oth er major racquet spor ts. I feel thclt 
these two things give the server too 
much advantage in rac quetbal l. Th e ma­
jor reason racquetball is score d the way 
it is now is beca use it was patt erned after 
hand ball, and the ruJes have not been 
significantly changed. If racq uetball is 
going to continu e to be able to enjoy its 
tremendous gro wth and popular ity , the 
scoring ru les as they now sta nd must be 
changed to accommodate this growth . 
My system may not be the comp lete 
answer, bu t I feel tha t it is a ste p in the 
righ t dire ction. 

I would like to thank the members of 
the Hous ton Racquetball Assoc iat ion and 
Mik e Carr, teaching professio nal, for 
their help and support in my research of 
thes e rule changes .a 



INDUSTRY NEWS 

Strike Out 
No one was more surprised than Dr. 

Murray Davidson himself when the foot 
aid he invented became a best selling 
item in sporting goods stores . Davidson, 
a Phoenix, Ariz., podiatrist, was simply 
meeting what he thought was an obvious 
need. He designed a heel cup, now called 
Tuli's, which acts as a latex rubber shock 
absorber for the foot. According to 
Davidson, a lot of people s uffer from the 
pains of heel stri ke - the shock of the 
hee l striking the ground when walking or 
running - and his new heel cup is 
designed to a lleviate suc h pain . 

Tuli's heel cups can be inser ted in the 
heel of a sneaker or regular shoe, and are 
suitab le for use by anyone who is on their 
feet a lot of the time. 

Tuli's reta il for $9, and are available in 
spo rting goods sto res everywhere. 

Moving Up 
Robert H. Pfaender has been named 

western region prom otion manager for 
Penn Ath letic Product s Company. 
Named to succeed him as eastern region 
promotion manager is Larry P. Keating, 
formerly a district sa les representative. 

Penn, the nation' s larg est manufac ­
turer of tennis balls and a leading pro ­
ducer of racquetballs, is an operating 
unit of The General Tir e & Rubber Com­
pan y's Chemica ls/P lasti cs/ Industrial Pro ­
ducts Group. 

Pfa ende r, based in Orange , Calif., and 
Keating, based in Hackensack, N.J ., will 
be respo nsible for tournament activities, 
ball adoption program s and special pro ­
ducts in their respective regions. 

Pfa ender joined Penn in 1978 as 
eastern regional promotion manager 
after five years as a tennis pro and club 
manager in Florida and New Jersey. A 
nativ e of Orlando, Fla ., he attended Cen­
tral Florida Junior College and Florida 
State University, where he played on the 

varsity tennis team. 
Keating joined Penn in 1976 as a sales 

service repr ese ntativ e. In 1977, he 
becam e a district sales representat ive in 
Virginia and North Carolina, working out 
of Winston-Salem. He is a graduate of 
Jam es Madison University where he 
earned a degr ee in business adm inistra­
tion. 

Kaye Barr ett Droke 

Moving Up II 
Champion Barbell Manufacturing 

Company and Champion Sports Nutri ­
tion are now marketing their products 
together in a combined line. 

Heading the newly formed operation as 
pre sident is Kaye Barrett Droke. Ms. 
Droke, founder of Champion Sports 
Nutrition, has nearly three decades of 
knowl ed ge and experience in the 
st rength building produ cts field and is 
considered one of the recognized 
authorit ies in diet and nutrition for 
athletes, according to information pro­
vided by Champion . 

According to Ms. Droke, Champion 
Barbell Mfg . and Champion Sports 
Nutrition will provide the convenience of 
one common source for both strength 
and body building exercise equipment 
and supplies and athletic oriented selec-

tive nutritional products. Also, the 
newly-created operation has common 
management and ownership. Both 
Champion Barbell Mfg. Co. and Cham­
pion Sports Nutrition have become sub­
sidiaries of Real-Life Athletic Research, 
Inc . 

The Champion Barbell line includes 
professional and home gym equipment, 
strength and body building progressive 
resistance products, International lifting 
sets, and athletic accessories. Champion 
Sports Nutrition products include 
athletic proteins, electrolyte replacers, 
vitamins, minerals and digestants for ac­
tive athletes, convenience Sports Paks, 
and more . 

Th e parent company, Real -Life 
Athletic Resear ch, Inc., has head­
quarters at llO Gay Street, Arlington, 
Tex. , 76010; 817-261-1139. 

----

Three For The Road 
It seems there's always room for one 

more product which will help re lieve the 
woes of athlete s who've overdone their 
exerc ise. And the new Jogger's Kit is one 
of those produ cts . 

The Jogger 's Kit includes friction lo­
tion, moisturizer and foot balm, and, 
according to the manufacturer, "is 
specifically designed to cater to the 
athlete in all of us." 

The friction lotion can be splashed on 
after a shower or bath, or may even be 
used as an after shave . It is described as 
"an exhilarating body rub ," which will 
help prevent chafing. The moisturizer, 
which also acts as a sun screen, may be 
used to "protect skin from sun, wind and 
rain." And, for the athlete with hot, tired, 
itchy feet, there's the foot balm - "a cool, 
soothing lotion that is guaranteed to 
make your feet happy again." 

For more information about the Jog­
ger's Kit, which costs $6 plus $1.95 for 
shipping and handling, contact Max 
Ames at Brief Encounter's, 1594 Second 
Avenue, New York, NY, 10028; or call 
212-628-2663 .• 

Drscriptions of nl'rt• prod11cls arc as accord­
ing to i11for111atio11 prot•ided by !lie 
111a 1111/ac/ 11 rcr: prod11cls hat•c 110/ been 
tested by Racquetball 111agazi11c. 
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D. C. Lantz 

MINOR PROBLEMS 
by D. C. Lantz 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: D.C. Lontz is AA.RA 
Midwest junior regional director. Here, she 
offers some humorous insigh t and advice lo 
juniors willz problem parents.) 

Parents are great things to have . They 
feed you, clothe you and are old enough 
to drive. In the support and sympathy 
departm ent, they're tops. Your joy is 
their joy. Your pain is their pain. And 
sometimes they are your pain - especia l­
ly at racquetball tournaments . 

What makes an otherwise reasona ble 
adult tum into the "Phantom of the 
Gallery" whenever his or her junior 
player enters the tournament court? Who 
knows . While libraries are bursting with 
useful volumes on how to teac h your 
monkey to roller skate or your cockatoo 
to answer the phone, there's not a lot of 
written material on the psychology of 
one animal we all know and love - the 
average parent. 

My theory is that parents, like race­
horses, are excitable and frequently irra­
tional. Th e ordeal of filling out entries, 
driving to the club, reading the draw 
sheet - it's just too much for them , bless 
their hearts . Th ey become overstimu­
lated and begin to think that they , not 
you, will be meeting Marty Hogan 's 
clone in the first round. In short, they 
lose their grip on reality . 

What can you do? You can't deny that 
they 're your parent s, becau se everyone 
will see you leaving with them at the end 
of the day . You can't send them to their 
rooms, because you need them to drive 
you home. 

Fortunately, your parents do have your 
best interests at heart and therefore, can 
be trained . Talk to them. Tell them that 
you love and need them, but you lose 
your concentration every time your 
mother screams "Kill the ref!" Explain 
that the sight of your father having a 
heart attack on the other side of the glass 
wall every time you skip a ball makes you 
double fault. Be diplomatic, break it to 
them gently, or you may never see 
another tournament. Then, give them 
another chance. 

In the most extreme cases, there is 
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clearly only one solution to problem 
parents . Show them how to grip a rac­
quet, show them to the nearest empty 
court and hand them a ball. Tell them 
that racquetball will release their tension 
and lower their obviously skyrocketing 
blood pressure . Soon they too will enter 
tournaments . Then you can watch 
helplessly, while they meet top seeds in 
their first rounds, (officiated by dimwit­
ted refs and blind linespeople) , not to 
mention forgetting everything you ever 
taught them . But, that's another story .. . 

WHY JUNIORS? 
by Jim Winterton 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: Jim Winler/011 is 
AARA junior regional director for /he 
Norllzeasl region, as well as coach of some 
of racquelball 's outs/anding junior players. 
Herein he offers his opinion as lo why 
junior racquetball should be supparled by 
court clubs everywhere.) 

There are severa l good reasons for 
development of junior racquetballers 
across the nation. Only in a few areas of 
the nation is there a push toward junior 
development . For our sport to grow and 
prosper jun ior development is imper­
ative. The following are six good reasons 
for your club to promote junior racquet­
ball. 

1. Grass roots growth: 
It only stands to reason that the more 
good players you have at your club the 
more money you make. It also stands to 
reason that these players tend to play 
year round. Some of your adult custom ­
ers may pay more up front but many of 
them are not with your club one year 
from today. 

2. Promotion by programs: 
Local media is interested in juniors' 
sto ries . Your leagues and program s can 
generate publicity. Also, the juniors pro­
grams tend to draw their parents and 
friend s into the club and on the courts as 
well. 

3. Good players generate publicity: 
If you have a good juniors progr am at 
least one of your young players will 
become good enough to generate publici­
ty. At the Winton Racquetball club in 
Rochester , New York, players such as 
Mike Levine have been covered exten­
sively by the media. 

4. Adding credibility to your instruc­
tional programs: 
lf you are turning out good junior play­
ers, an atmosphere of learning is created. 
The good junior player creates excite­
ment and is good advertising for your 
teaching abilities . 

5. Creating goodwill : 
By becoming interested in junior players 
you become something other than a busi­
ness that takes from its community. You 

put something back by helping young 
people and this creates a positive image 
for your business. Your custome rs will 
be proud of a good juniors program and 
good juniors players will give club 
membe rs players they can be proud of. 
People like to play at the club where the 
best players work out . Some examples of 
this wouJd be the Atlas Club in San Diego 
and the St. Louis J .C.C. The people are 
proud of the good players at the respec­
tive facilities. 

6. Helping young people: 
ln my opinion this is the most important 
reason for a good juniors program. When 
all of the extraneous rationalization s are 
used , people helping other people is what 
our existence on this planet should be 
about. The lifestyle kids learn through 
racquetball will help them live a quality 
life. Kids are not only learni ng how to 
play a game, but they are also learn ing 
values such as hard work , mental dis­
cipline and self-confidence . 

Th ese are six good rea sons for your 
club to institute a junior s program. When 
you decide to start a junior s program -
where and how do you begin? I sugge st 
you start by contact ing your AARA re­
gional junior s director or Ed Martin, our 
national coordinator . He can put you in 
touch with the director in your area. 
Junior Regiona l Directors : 

NORTHEAST 
Jim Winterton 
Roc hester , N.Y 
716-271-3700 

MIDWEST 
Dewane Grime s 
Wichita , Kan . 
316•945-8331 

SOUTHEAST 
Fred Blaess 
Fort Lauderda le, Fla . 
305-764-8700 

WESTERN 
Jell Hether ington 
Ran cho Cordova , Calif . 
916-635 -7354 

NORTHWEST 
Gene Gib bs 
Boise, Idah o 
208-377,0040 

EASTERN 
Jim Daly 
Bralnlro o, Mass. 
617-848-8080 

SOUTHWEST 
Jack No lan 
Tempe , Ar iz 
802-894 -2281 

MIDEAST 
D.C. Lantz 
WIimington , Del. 
302,658 -1036 

CENTRAL 
Ray M itc hell 
Chicago , Ill 
312-7 45-9400 

AARA NORTHEASTERN JUNIOR REGIONALS 
Winton Racquetball Club 

Rochester , New York 
May 16-17•16 

Boya 17-and-undar: 1st· David Rosen blu m; 2nd . Br ian 
Ha rt; 3rd : John Negast. 

Boya 15,ond •under: 1st: Peter Blu estono ; 2nd : David 
Tayl or, 3rd : Sam Battagli a. 

Boya 13-ond -undar: 1s1· Sam Battagl ia; 2nd : Tim Collin s, 
3rd : Jeff Latimer . 

Boya 10-and•under: 1st : Tim Doyle ; 2nd : Jim Merk ; 3rd: 
Anthony DeFu sto. 

Girl• 17-and -under: 1st : Tammy HajJar, 2nd . Pam Gonyea ; 
3rd : Laura King . 

Girl• 15-and-under: 151: Beth Latini ; 2nd : Jess ica Aubin ; 
3rd : Andrea Nata l. 

Glrla 13-ond-under: 1st : Elle n Crawlord; 2nd : Lucy Tay• 
lor ; 3rd : Lori MIiier . 

Glrla 10-and-undar: 1st: Cind y Doyle ; 2nd : Sara All; 3rd: 
Dana Nu ley . 

Sportsmanship trophies went to Jell Page and Lori 
MIiier .• 



sports Unlimited gives the 
two ways to play the game 

investor 

As an investor in a Racquetball 
court System you are concerned 
about the quality of the court 
system . And , of course , the 
return on your Investment. 

Sports unlimited offers you two 
quality court systems - our Panel 
and our new Moducourt™ 
systems . Both are designed and 
built t ough to withstand the 
rigors of racquet sports 
compet ition for the lifetime of 
your building . 

we have built over 2500 courts 
and we can do it all for you . 
Whether it is a 3-court facility 
for a small town or a 15-court 
club for a metropolitan city . If 
you are thinking about 
build ing , or are ready to build , giv e us a call. 

Squash, handball , racquetb all , what ever th e sport , our 
courts stand up . 

~Ii~ -SPORTS 
UNLIMITED 

Post Office Box 1207 
Stillwater , Oklahoma 74074 
405 / 624-1252 

NOW AARA MEMBERS 
ARE WINNERS WITH 

BENEFICIAL*· 
NATIONAL 
LI FE INSURANCE 
COMPANY 

A special insurance program 
will be offered to Association 

members. 

Look for a complete information 
package that will be mailed to 
you on or about August 15th. 

Take advantage of the buying 
power of your Association. 

A/NNA 
APPROVED 



PRO PAGI 
GEORGE URCIUOLI 

UP & COMING: 15 year old Stacey Fletcher of Warren, Mich took the Wom en's Open 
litle at the 1980 All Sport Pro/Am Classic at All Sport FlIness and Racq uetball Club , 
Flshklll, N .Y. (May 30-June 1), Sla cey ' s ranked 31 on tho WPRA pro tour 

INTERNATIONAL SQUASH Champion Heather Mc Kay , 38 , has br oken Into lhe ranks 
of professional racquetball. She turned pro th is past January and defeated Sha nnon 
Wr ight In th e Al l Sport Pro/ Am Classic held al All Spo rt Fitne ss ond Racque tball Club , 
Fishkill , N.Y. 

Last Stop, 
McKay 

Upsets marked the start of the 
Women 's Professional Racquetball 
Asso ciation (WPRA) pro stop at All 
Sport Fitness and Racquetball Club in 
Fishkill, N.Y ., in which 32 women pros 
competed for a $10,000 purse and a final 
ranking before the first Women's Rac­
quetball Nationals , which were held June 
19-22-in suburban Chicago. 

There were no surprises in the first 
round of the Fishkill tourney, but the se­
cond brought a string of upsets. The big­
gest of the day was the defeat of top seed 
Sarah Green of Las Vegas , Nev., by 
Elaine Lee of Lancaster, Penn., by the 
scores of 21-4, 21-11. Ranked 15th 
among the pros, Lee beat Green for the 
first time in five outings. 

Third -seeded Lynn Adams of Costa 
Mesa, Calif., had an early demise as 
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17th-ranked Vicki Panzeri of Seattle, 
Wash., shaved her 21-19, 21-20. Other 
surprises included 25th-seed Bonnie 
Stoll of Stamford, Conn., over 9th ­
ranked Peggy Stedi ng of Odessa, Tex ., 
21-13, 21-16. Twenty-second seed Mar­
tha McDonald of Gainesville, Fla., took 
8th-seed Jennifer Harding of Milwaukie, 
Ore ., 21-14, 21-7. This left only two of 
the top four players remaining in the 
quarterfinals - powerhouse Shannon 
Wright and squas h sensation Hea ther 
McKay. 

And when the inevitab le happen ed -
McKay and Wright facing off for first -
McKay scored a decisive victory. McKay 
defeated Wright 21-10, 21-7. 

An international squash champion, 
McKay took up racquetball less than 
two years ago and turned pro this past 
January . Wright, on the other hand, has 
dominated women's professional rac ­
quetball with 30 pro victories and five na-

tional champions hips . 
McKay used a combinat ion of pinch 

shots, forehand drives and backhand kill 
shots in order to keep Wrig ht off 
balance. Wright tried to play her usual 
powe r gam e, hitting a numb er of ex­
cellent drive shots, but McKay was able 
to return. McKay 's squa sh experien ce 
was evident, as she relied as much on 
placem ent as power or speed. 

McKay picked up $2,500 in prize 
money, Wright received $1,500 for se­
cond . In the consolation round, Marci 
Greer of San Diego, Calif., defeated Bon­
nie Stoll 7-2, 7-2, 7-4, 7-2 (scor ing based 
on an exper imental pro -set system). 
Greer received $900 for third place and 
Stoll was awarded $600 for fourt h. 

The Fishkill tournament was the final 
stop on the WPRA tour, which began in 
September. It was the prelud e to the 
Women's Racquetball Nation als, which 
were held last month .• 



EITHER IT'S A SPORTS.rMASTER I ••• 
(Seamless Racquetball Panel Court System) 

• 

OR IT 'S A COMPROMISE . 

There is no need to compromise in the racquetball courts for your Club . The 
SPORTS-MASTER I Racquetball Panel Court System from American Sportsurfacing continues to 
offer advanced design and performance along with uncompromising quality Every court is 
backed by over two decades of professional design engineering and installation experience. 
You could settie for less than a SPORTS-MASTER I panel court system ... the question is why? 
Call or write us today 

SPO R IS-MASTER I. NO COMPROMISES. 

You may wish to free your capit al 
for other uses. If so, look into the 
full interior lease package 
offered through American 
Sportsurfacing. Low collateral 
terms and low payments. Get in 
touch with us today for details . 

~ 
AMERICAN 

SPORTSURFACING 
Strafford Office Building # 2 ■Wayne, Pennsylvania 19087 

(800) 523-0338 or (21 SI 687-6356 



*ANNOUNCING* 

National Seniors (35 + J Invitational 
To be held November 7-9 at Th e 

Courthouse in Jackson , 1\1/ississipp i. Anyon e in terest ed 
in participating shou ld conta ct Luke St. Ong e at A / \ RA 

headquarters; 901-761 -1172 or Chu ck Minor at Th e 
Court hous e, Courthous e Circle, Jackson , Miss ., 3920 8; 

601 -932 -4800. 

Anywhere! 
Stick a pin 

in this map. 
There's a Robbins 

sports court system ... 
nearby. 

For over fifty -years building sports courts and recreational sys­
tems for commer cial, university, and pro fessio nal fac ilities is 
our business . 

THAT'S EXPERIENCE! 
Planning to build, expand , remod el? Give experience a call , or 
write for details.catalogs , and a list of installations in your area . 

IT'S YOUR BUSINESS! 
STR/P -T/TE· FLOOR SYSTEM 
. .. this top of the li ne of Robb ins 
wood floor system s offers several 
unique advantages . The closed cell 
Blanket -sea/ , steel encas ed hardwood 
channel , and the option of narrow 
width flooring insures moisture 
prot ection, cup resi stance , and 
rapid assembly . 

P.O. Box 44238/Ctn cinnatt , Ohio 45244/Ph one: 513-561-5805 

GYMNASIUMS, PORTABLE FLOORS, PRECISION COURTS, RACQUETBALL, HANDBALL & SQUASH SYSTEMS 

Racquetball 
Court Club 

Development 
And 

Management 
Seminar 

July 25-27 , 1980 
Vail, Colorado 

Athletic Club and Hotel 
352 East Meadows Dr. , 

Vail, Colorado 
(303) 476 -0700 

SESSIONS 
Frid a y, July 25 (7 p .m .- 10 p .m.) 

Sa turd a y, Jul y 26 (9 a .m .-5 p .m.) 
Sunday , Ju ly 2 7 (9 a .m .-4 p .m.) 

Att e nd ees ma ke own reserv a tions . 
Ment ion na me of 

Court Cl ub En te rpr ise s 

$200 .00 pe r pers on co vers th is 
TWO FOR O NE wee ke nd 
dev elo pm e n t/ ma nagerne n l 

se m ina r. 
$150 . 00 p er p e rso n for seco nd 

a nd su ccee d ing persqn s 
from same g roup . 

Ma ke chec k p a ya b le a nd mai l to · 
Cour t C lu b Ent e rp n ses , 
83 0 3 Eas t Thomas Road 

Scottsda le, Arizona 852 5 1 

VAIL, COLO RADO - Ju ly 25 -2 7, 1980 
PLEAS E PRINT 
Plea se rese rve _ p laces fo r 

NAME _____ _ __ __ _ 

ADDR ESS ___ ___ __ _ 

C ITY ____ STATE _.Z IP __ 

Further Information : 
Call Collect 

Mort Leve, (602) 991-0 25 3 
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The 1980 AARA National 

Singles Championships 

By Charlie Gar inkel 

he sun was 
shining c,ut­
sidc.:. hut inside 
the· heat was 
on as compc.:li­
l ion got under 

way al this yc:ar·s AAIV\ 
I at iona l Sing les Champ ion­
ships. 

l lclcl May 22-26 r1t the 
Sportrooms in Coral Gables , 
Fl a., this year's tournament 
was sp rinkl ed generously with a 
seaso ning of surpri ses. To wit: Carol 
Frenck of Newport News, Va .. left no 
doubts about her abilities in the minds 
of those who saw her come forth to 
capt ure two nat ional titles. Three other 
tournament champi ons were from 
Fr enck's home state - giv ing Virginia 
the pri ze for most national champion s 
pr esent. Three former touring pro s, Jim 
Austin. Charlie Garfinkel and Or. Bud 
Muehlei se n, cap tur ed titl es in their 
res pective divi sions. And unsee ded 
Mike McDonough won the award for 
best performance by an und erdog. He 
managed three astonishing upsets in 
the early rounds, which took him lo the 
Men's ''Open" fina ls. 

Men ' s Op e n 

Although this yea r's tournament was 
chock full of success stories, the star 
that shown the brightest was the af­
fable Men' "Open'' winne r - 23-year­
olcl Eel Andrews of San Diego, Calif. 

Andrews, who had previously won 
the Ektelon and Voit Nationa ls this 
year, ca me into the "Open" division as 
the heavy pre-tournament favorite. (It 
wasn't because he weighs 200 pounds 
ei ther.) Sporting a Groucho Marx type 
moustache , the 6'3" Californian shows 
on ly his se rious side on the court. 

Despite the fact that he didn't lose a 
ga me throughout the tournament, An­
dr ews· victories didn't come easi ly. He 
fought a hard battl e for each and every 
one. 

In the finals of the Men's '"Open'' he 
defeated the tournament 's upse t king. 
Mike Mc Donough of Boston. Mass .. by 
the dece iving scores of 21-15, 21-4. 
Mc Donough, who has both a tremen­
dous se rve and a superb forehand, had 
defeated Bruce Radford, Keith Dunlap 
and Larry Fox to reach the finals. 

Although most peop le believ ed An­
dr ews would simply be too much for 
McDonough , the tournam ent champion 
struggl ed in th e early going of the 
finals. He was down 6-0 before he came 
back with two forehand pinch shots to 
bring the score lo 6-2. Three of 
McDonough's early points were scored 
on flat rollout s off his forehand , the 
other thre<.' point s were Andrews skips. 
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Carol Frenrll of New/>nrl News. Va .. 11·011 boll, /li e Wo111e11:~ "OJ;en" /ill<• and /he 
Wo1111•11 s "Seniors" (30-34) title. 
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McDonoug h followed Andrews ' two 
scoring pinches wilh Lwo aces and two 
rollouts to move ahead 10-2. The spec· 
tators were dumbfound ed. Andrew s 
was missing and McDonough was so 
hot there were sco rch mark s on the 
front wall from his rollouls. Someone 
even suggested that he be given a 
saliva tesl. 

Then it happened . As hot as 
McDonough had been, he suddenly 
wenl cold. Andrews took advantage of 
the siluation to work his way back into 
the game and tie Lhe sco re al 11-11. 
Five of his points had been scored on 
McDonough sk ips . Appar ently shaken, 
McDonough skipp ed Lhree more balls, 
to make the sco re 14-11 in favor of An· 
dr ews . An Andr ews pass made il 15-11. 

Th e never -say-die und erdog rallied 
again and came back Lo 15-17. Bul An­
drews had Lhe natio nal champio nship in 
mind and he sco red the next three 
poinl s on two ro llouls and a perf ect 
pass ing shot. McDono ugh hil an 
ove rh ead kill to mak e il 16-20. Game 
one ende d with a McDonough skip. 

Gam e two was anticlimal ic as An· 
drews kepl playing hell er and betl er. 
Serving aces, rolling oul forehand s and 
back hand s , hitting clea n pas ses and 
moving like Specta cular Bid, Andr ews 
didn't horse around as he ove rwh elmed 
McDonough to lead 11-0. Th e 
ons laugh t continu ed and a new cham· 
pion was crowned when lhe ga me ended 
21-3. McDonough, lo his credit, played 
a grea t tournament. 

In fac t, af ter the mal ch , Andr ews ad · 
mitt ed Lhat the pre ss ure was really on 
in the first game against Mc Donough . 
"I was extr emely nervo us ," he con­
fessed, "but he star ted making some er­
ror s and I start ed play ing like I can." 

Indeed he can play well. !l's no 
wonder , for he's had a good coac h and 
mentor along Lhe way - Or. Bud 
Muehleise n. In fact, it was 
Muehleise n's advice on st rategy that 
helped Andrew s in his semif inal mal ch 
againsl Mark Hegg of Colorado . 

Hegg was playin g we ll and Andrews 
found himse lf servi ng with the score at 
I 6-20. Afte r a bri ef time-oul huddl e 
with Or. Bud , he switched to a high lob 
serve. The Muehlei se n strat egy suc­
cess fully altered th e tempo of the 
match . Two Hegg errors and th ree An· 
drew s ro llouts won the ga me for An­
dr ews, 21-20. Game Lwo was just as 
close as Andr ews eked out a 21-19 win. 
Hegg went on to win the nat iona l 
"Seniors" (30-34) title. 

In the other se mifinals Mik e 
McDonoug h de feat ed Larry Fox of the 
Un iversity of Michigan 21-15, 21-14. 
McDo noug h is not known for hav ing an 
except ional backhand , but in this match 
he was hitti ng backhands like a Marty 
Hogan clone. 

Fox, on the other hand, reached the 
semifi nals last year and again thi s year. 



• 
Ed Andr ews (right) defeated Mik e 

McDonough (lef t) in the Men 's ·open "f inals. 

He was interviewed by this reporter 
both times and lost both matches. 
Although we fail to see the connection 
Fox says he11 be wearing ear plugs ' 
next year. 

In the Men's quarterfinals, Andrews 
defeated Bryce Anderson 21-12, 21-14 
in two well-played games. 

McDonough defeated current AARA 
Int ercollegiat e champion Keith Dunlap 
of Houston, Tex., 21-18, 21-18. Dunlap 
was down 18-4 in the second game, but 
rallied to tie at 18-18. Still, McDonough 
held tight and scored the last three 
points to win. 

Mark Hegg defeated John Dunlap of 
Memphis, Tenn., in the third quarter­
final match. John, who is Keith's 
brother, made uncharacteristic errors -
due in part to Hegg's excellent play. 

In the last quarterfinal match Larry 
Fox won a hard fought victory over ag­
gressive and rapidly improving Scott 
Clark of Virginia 14-21, 21-6, 15-11. 

Women's Open 

Carol Frenck, a 32-year-old physical 
education teacher from Newport News, 
Va., surprised everyone this year by 
winning two national titles - the 
Women's "Open" and Women's 
"Seniors" (30-34) divisions. Probably the 
most surprised of all was Frenck 
herself, who commented , "I thought I'd 
get knocked off early in the 'Open'. I 
felt that I was prepared enough to do 
well in the 'Seniors,' but it really was a 
shock to win both events." She's 
recovering nicely from the shock. 

In preparing for the tournament, one 
might assume Frenck to have 
undergone rigorous workouts the week 
before, running and playing racquetball 
eac h day, and practicing by herseli . In 
reality, nothing could be further from 
the truth. In fact, the week prior to the 
tournament Fren ck didn't even play 
once . Although she concedes she did 
manage a little running . 

However, when she's sticking to her 
normal routine, Frenck does play rac­
quetball every day. She is also an ex­
cellent softball and bask etball player -
and plays both competitively, as well as 
racquetball . She credits her ability to 
perform under pressure to this ex­
perience with team sports . Whatever 
the reason, her opponents will not 
argue the point - they know she does 
well under pres sure . 

Cindy Baxter of Lewistown, Penn ., 
was one of the unfortunates who had to 
play against Frenck in her unstoppable 
run for the gold. Frenck defeated Bax­
ter in the finals of the "Open" by scores 
of 21-15, 21-20. 

On her way to the finals, Frenck en­
countered a number of tough com­
petitors . In the round-of -16 she met 
Barbara Faulkenberry of the Air Force 
Academy, who is curr ent AARA Inter -
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Al Ferrari (right) /011!{ /i/ hard. 

but lo. I in Ilic finals of tlir 
Men:~" ('}1iors" (45-49) lo Dr. 

Bud M11rhleisr11 (lrfl). 
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Ed A 11dmc. (Ir/I) sq11cnl,rd past Maril ! lrxg 
(rig/,/) in 1/w Men:~ "0/)<'11 "sc1111/inals. 

collegiat e champion . But Frenck didn't 
pause as she poured it on to defeat the 
sk ill ed Faulkenberry 21-8. 21- 15. 

Next she took on California's Mona 
Mook . and won 21-17. 2 1-15. In the 
semif111als Frenck suff ered her only 
game loss of the tournament in a 21-15. 
14-21. 15-5 match win over Geor ria's 
Kar en McKinney . 

M cKinney scored a mild upset in the 
quarter s over fourth -seeded Jamie Ab­
bot of Montana 16-21, 21-13, 15-8. Bax­
ter defeated I ancy Hamri ck of f-loricla 
in the quart erfi nals by scores of 16-21. 
21-13. 15-8. he then defeated Iowa's 
Gail Allerl in the semis 21- 15, 2 1-12. 

Men's S e niors (30-34] 

Aft er a fine semifinal match against 
Eel Andr ews in the Men's "Open." 111 

whi ch he bowed to Andrew s 21-20. 
21-19. Mark Hegg of Colorado was 
ready to take on the final s of the M n's 
"Senior" division . Hegg faced off 
against Bruce Radford of Van uys, 
Calif.. in the final s and came out with 
the victoriou s scores of 21-14, l 7-2I, 
15-2. 

Both Hegg and Radford have rath r 
unorthodo x training routines. Hegg 
run s five miles from his home to the 
club where he play s, then follows his 
n111 with an hour and a half of racquet­
ball. Lucky for him - and his racquet­
ball opponents - his wife usually 
follows in t he car with a change of 
cloth es. 

Radford owns up to drinking a lot of 
beer and smoking a lot of cigarettes . 
besides play ing three or four tim es a 
week. 

Obviou sly these training method s are 
not for everyone! 

Women's Seniors (30-34) 

Thi s event was the number two titl e 
captured by Virginia's Carol Fren ck. 
She accomplished thi s feat by outplay ­
ing a Lough, but fatigued Linda iau of 
Arizona. 21-11 , 2 1-2. Both women had 
decisively defeat ed their oppone nts 111 

the earlier rounds of competition . 

Men's Seniors (35-39) 

Jim Austin, known as "Mr. Clean," 
for his impeccable court allir e, won hi 
fourth stra ight AARA "Sen ior " singles 
champions hip. Austin. who resides in 
Houston, Tex., def eated Craig Guinter, 
who is nicknamed the "Assassin," 
because of the dour expression on his 
face . 

Guin ter. a fiv e-tim e Pennsy lvania 
state champ ion , lost to Au st in by scores 
of 21-19, 2 1-10. The match was tough 
and exc itin g, as Gu inter is the reigning 
Eastern regional "Open" sing les cham· 
pion and Austin is a Texan known for 
his l ightning -quick backhand. 
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Mik e McDonouglz was llze lounzam enl und erdog wlzo dove and slzot his way lo llze Men 's "Open " f i1zals. 

Au-,lin usc-s ;i ba ckhand <;c:rvc: and 
hits hi!-. forehan d wilh a tennis sw ing . 
Guint er . wh ose power can be ove r­
whe lmi ng. s troke<; his bac kh and wi th a 
sw ing that ca n be st be de scri bed as a 
s traigh t a rm block shot. Guin l ·r goes 
for the low pe rce ntage s hots while 
Austin is a <;ure and s teady playc , . The 
co mbination made for an enterta ining 
ex h ibition for <;pectators . 

Ga me one was nip ancl luck a ll the 
way. /\u s tin led 18- 15 whe n Guin ler 
bega n to power his way back , fina lly 
reaching a 19- 18 lead. But Austin 
turned it around with two back hand 
rollou ts a nd a wide fore hand pinch to 
win lhe firs t game 2 1-19 . ln game two 
Au stin co nti nued wh ere he left off. 
Guint e r t ired a nd was cm1gh t out of 
pos ition by Au stin 's dazz ling array of 
shots. Fin a l sco re was Au s tin on lop at 
2 1-10. 

In the se mifin als Au stin slipped by 
Ron Ga lbrea th of Penn sy lva nia by 
scores of 2 1-7, 2 1-7. Gu int e r de fea ted 
Joe Icaza 21-1, 2 1- 19 to a ve nge an 
ea rl ier loss tw o wee ks pr ev ious . 

Women's Seniors (35-39) 

Lind a Sia u o f Arizo na too k her 
chances in tw o eve nt s th is yea r , jus t as 
Carol Fr enck d id . In the Women's 
"Se niors" (35-3 9) it paid o ff for Siau, 
a lth ough s he los t in the "Op en" to 
Fr encl<. In the fina ls of the "Se niors" 
Siau so undl y de fea te d Barbara Smith o f 
Utah 2 1- 1, 2 1-9 , to ca ptur e the na tional 
tit le. 

Althoug h she was not in co nd it ion for 
the lournamenl , as she had hope d , iau 
manag cl to fend off her opponen ts by 
play ing the ceil ing and wai ling for the 
cha nce to hit a s tro ng offens ive s hot. 
T he s tra tegy work ed well, as she 
manage d to thro w her op pone nts off 
ba lance and th us secu re a victory in 
thi<; division. 

Men's Seniors (40-44) 

(;oing into thl' finals, Chc1rl iC' "T he 
Ga r" Garfi nkel of Buffa lo, N.Y., and 
Dr. Bill I<ing of Rad ford, Va ., were 
fami liar with each other . T hey had mel 
five tim es before in va rious tour­
na men ts . Tw o of the matches had bee n 
dec ide d by 21-20 gam es. Othe r ga me 
sc or es were 2 1- 19, 2 1- 18 a nd 21- 17. 
Ga rf ink el held a s lim 3-2 ove rall lead . 

Th ere fore, th e ex pert s ra ted the final 
as a vir tual toss up . In gam e one King 
was hold ing a 10-6 lead . He wa s keep­
ing Gar finkel at bay with a wide variety 
o f sho ts an d passes. At thi s ju ncture 
Garfink el found his se rve aga in and ran 
o ff 12 point s stra ight to gai n an 18- 10 
lea d . li e won th e game 2 1- 12. 

In ga me tw o King start ed go ing lo 
th e ce iling more. He wai ted for his shot 
and jump ed out to a 9-3 lead by 
s hoo ting som e unb ea table back hand s . 
Bu t Garfi nkel ag,i in ca me bac k . Slowly 
but sur e ly he wor ked his wa y thr ough 
num ero us long ra llies unti l the sco re 
was t ied at 14- 11\. 

Ga rfinkel fina lly m,ina gcd to shoot 
ah ead to 18-14 and pr omptl y call ed a 

l ime-ou t, while nat on his back. One 
spectato r was hea rd to commen t that il 
mu st be a wor ld reco rd, Garfink el was 
ac tua lly speec h less. (Rum or has it that 
th e spectato r was a member of Gar­
fink el's family. ) 

After the tim e-oul, I<ing came bac k 
to 16- 18. But with lwo so ft bac kha nds 
Garfin kel uppe d his score to 20-16. A 
King error en ded the long ba llle and 
Gar fink e l won anothe r title. Th is was 
occasio n enough for him to note tha t 
he's now acc um ulated six natio nal titl es 
and needs on ly 2,367 more to ca tch up 
with Dr. Bud Mue hle ise n . 

In the se m is Ga rfinkel defe at ed Mark 
Way ne of an Francisco, Calif., 2 1-8 , 
21-5. Way ne sur prise d many by ente r­
ing th e tourn ament af ter a rece nt bac k 
opera tion . Kin g defea ted Jay St r iem 
2 1-4, 21-7 in the other se mifin als. In 
the qu art e rs King ha d a sca re agains t 
Midw es te rn er Frank Low be fore he 
defea ted him 2 1- 14, 12-2 1, 15-11. 

Women's Seniors [40 +] 

In th e Women's "40 + '' Sue Graham 
of Virginia de fea ted Collee n Sloan of 
Cal iforn ia 2 1- 16, 21- 12 in the finals. It 
was a roun d rob in co mpeti tion, and 
Graham prov ed ju st as stead y agains t 
Sh irley Elga way , the other woma n in 
the eve nt. 

Men's Seniors [45-49) 

Crafty Dr. Bud Mu ehleise n did it 
once ag ain. He won his /\6th nati onal 
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title. It wasn't easy for the racquetball 
magician though, and he had to dig 
deep into his famou s bag of trick s. 

Muehleisen (1969 National "Open" 
Singles champion). who hails from San 
Diego, Calif., defeated Al Ferrari of St. 
Louis. ~o. The former St. Louis Hawk 
professional basketball player put up a 
great battle before succumbing to 
Muehleisen 21-15, 21-19 in a mat ch 
that could have easily gon e to thr ee 
games. 

In game one Muehleisen was deadly 
as he qui ckly ran up a 17-4 lea d. Most 
spectators yawned and said, "What else 
is new:· Howev er. afte r consultin g with 
his coach, Bob ·'Charli e Coyote " Hard­
castle. Ferrari played with new vigor. 
Muehlei se n·s con centr ation see med to 
wav er. Hitting hard dr ive se rves and 
keeping the ball dee p to Muehleise n's 
backhand. Ferrari cam e back to 15-20. 
Muehlei se n ended ga me one with a 
for ehand rollout , 21-15. 

In game two Ferrari continu ed to 
play we ll and held a slight lead. 
Muehleis en and he jockeye d for posi­
tion , with Muehlei sen coming out ahead 
at 20-19. He was serv ing for the match. 

Following Muehl eisen's se rve a long 
rally en sued . Aft er five or s ix hit s . Fer­
ra ri gav e Mu ehleise n a plum off the 
back wall . He hit a hard passing shot 
down the right sidewall. Ferrari st uck 
his racqu et out in desperation . His rac­
qu e t som ehow tou ched the ball and it 
floated lazil y to the front wall. Th e ba ll 
th en appro ac hed the s idewall at the 
spe ed of tw o miles per hour and 
Muehl eise n smiled g lee fully in anticipa­
tion of the se tup. 

But wa it! Th e ball tu rne d out to be a 
"miracl e ball ," as Charlie Brumfi eld 
would say . It crack ed off the sidewall 
gla ss and rolled flat out. 

Th e fan s erupt ed' Ferra ri had the 
serv e. Or did he? With all of th e com­
moti on goin g on. no one noticed 
Muehleisen talking to the ref eree. He 
was appealing the se rve becau se he 
thought it had been short. Th e 
linesm en overruled th e referee and 
agre ed with Mu ehleise n. 

The crowd booed, but th e call stood. 
Muehl eisen th en ser ve d his sec ond 
serve . After a short rally he man aged 
to roll out a for ehand and thus take 
gam e and match 21-1 5, 21-19. 

Men's Masters [50-54) 

In the Men's "Mast ers" Chuck Lake 
of Virginia flowed beautifully through 
the tournament to ups et two highly­
favored competitors and win the title. 
In the finals, Lake defeat ed the 
AARA's outgoing president, Bob 
Folsom, of Maine, by the scores o{ 
21-19 21-13. In the semifinals he 
defeated the superbly conditioned 
Californian. Al Rossi. in thre e ~am es. 
21-11, 16-21, 15-9. 
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Golden Masters [55-59) 

Hal Glad ston e of California def ea ted 
Don Goddard of Montana 2 1-6, 21-4 in 
the final s. Ju st as amazing was his 2 1-3, 
21-5 win over Ed Lowrance in the 
semifin als . His only loss of a ga me oc­
curr ed in his quart erfin al match aga ins t 
an opp onent with the unlik ely name of 
Joe Hero. Glads tone ·s exp erti se in the 
gam e of squas h obvious ly helped his 
strat egy in the racquetball matches . as 
he kept his oppon ents on thei r toes 
with beautifully exec uted sidewall pin­
ches a nd gliding passes. 

Golden Masters (60-64) 

Fr ed Veller return ed to the nat ional 
championships thi s yea r with renewed 
vigor. after reco vering from a bad ca e 
of tennis elbow. His hard drivin g and 
agg ress ive ga me helped him in 
de feating Eel Lowr ence in the 

se mifinals 20-2 l , ~ 1-8, J 5-6 ::ind Luzell 
Wilde in the finals, 2 1-19 . 2 1-10. 

His shooting and pass ing game were 
es pecially impr ess ive aga inst Wilde. 
Wilde, wh o is 6' 1." ta ll, appea rs much 
taller. His long rea ch enables him to 
return shots that oth er playe rs can't 
get. Still, the mot to "none bette r than 
Vetter," prove corr ect in the long run. 

Golden Masters (65 +) 

In the Men's "65 + " brac ket. Ike 
Gum er of Louisvi lle , Ky .. emerged vic­
torious ove r Alan Shepherd. Gumer, 
wh o has won previous nat ional cham­
pionships in other age atego ries . was 
hill ing a supe rb forehand thr oug hout 
the match.• 
Men 's B 
Mark Rapop orl o l Pitt sburg h . Penn , de lea led Blake 
Soule o l Me m ph is S tate Un iver si t y. 13 2 1, 2 1-18, 15-14 

Wome n's B 
Linda Baum ler o f Ne ... , York oe fea tcd Deb bie Sloan o f 
New Yor k . 2 1-6, 2 1-3 
Bo th " B · d, v,s,o ns we re non -c ham p1onsh1p even ts 

TIME OUT 

(L el l to r,g ht ) J P . Kidwell o f M i ller LIi e. Kei lh 
Ca lki ns . prc s1den1 ol th e AARA. Luke St O nge and 
Bo b Beebe o l Pe nn enjoy a b reak dur. ng t he 
Nali onars. 

Th ere is no tourna men t that n m 
succe ed with out the effort s of the 
local committ ee that work s dilige nt· 
ly hchincl the sce nes, usually wi thout 
appr opriat e recog niti on. We would 
not like to be includ ed among those 
who ig nore th ese invaluable volun­
teer s . So it is with since re and gen­
uine appre ciation that we tha nk 
Arlen e and Carl Oean. who spea r­
headed the tota l hospitality and 
manag ement of the Na tional Sin­
gle s . It was und er Arl ene's enthu­
siastic involv ement that the gen­
erous contribution (from Mc Don­
ald's a.ncl Publix) of delicious meals 
for the duration of thi s major event 
was made possible . Jerry Kelleh er 
and Bob Golub and the entire staff of 
the Spnrtrooms arc to be commend­
t'd for lht'ir patience and g{•ncral 
pll'asant approach in dealing with 
the many players whose qu{·stions 

Ou11ng th e N auo nals Ha i Le fll er (sea ted . left) 
Co mn11ss1one r fo r Ameri can s in Europe, ad 
d ros sed the A AAA Boa rd o f 0 11ec 1o rs along wit h 
Ha ns va n de r H e11dc n o f lh e Ne therland &. w ho 
rep res en ted the ln1c rn ;,11ona,I Am ateur Rc1cqu et 
ball Fede ra tion 0AAF1 A lso pr ese nt w ere Luke St 
Onge (s tanding . lc fn an d Bo t, Fo lso m (s tan ding. 
rogh l ) 

,iml nci.:ds never went una llenclcd. 
Our sponso rs . Lile Heer and Penn 

Athl etic Pr odu cts . were most ably 
rC'presc ntccl by J. P. J, iclwdl of 
Miller Brewing Comp any and Rob 
Beebe of Pc:nn. T hese: tw o men be­
came a rea l part of all t ourm1111c11t 
activiti es and even we re willing 
co mp etito rs in a "major" match be­
t ween l he sponsors. 

St okley Van Camp , a fam iliar and 
old fri en d , was on hand with 
Ga torade to ref resh all tir ed and 
thir s ty playe rs . 

But in tlrnnkin g all of thcsC' impor· 
tant and helpful spe cific individuals 
and sponso rs wc would be remiss if 
we failed to r1ck nowlcclgc the: play­
er s themsclvcs wh o, with their out ­
standin .l(" s how of good sportsman­
ship mad e the 1\lSO J\f\ lV \ N;itin11al 
Singlc s Cham pionshi ps an cxcC'p· 
t ional exp erience·. 



You'd love to know and so would every other 
racquetball player. From the lowest novice to the pro, 

everyone will jump at the chance to find out 

Comparable to units costing 3 
or 4 times as much-The 

Sports Radar Gun will 
soon be the topic of 

conversation at racquetball 
facilities everywhere. 

CHARGE FOR RENTAL • USE IN CLASSES• 
RAISE MONEY FOR CHARITIES • FEATURE AS A 

SPECIAL AT TOURNAMENTS • ATTRACT NEW 
MEMBERS • START YOUR OWN SPEED LADDER 

ORDER NOW! 
BE READY FOR 
THIS COMING SEASON 

s1 agss 
Plu s '3 .50 for 

Pos tag e & handling 

SA LES TO INDIVIDUAL S ACCEPTE D. 

General Information •---------------■ 
SPEED RANGE: 20-150 MPH I I 

READOUT : Digital in MPH Please send me the Sports Radar Gun at s1sggs plus I 
WEIGHT : 38.4 ounces I 53.50 postage & handl ing each. Enclosed is my check 

BATTERIES : 2 standard 6-volt I for $ _ _ _ ____ _ _ for ___ _ units. I 
lantern batteries 

(Ex: Eveready No . 1209) I Name__ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ I 
GUARANTEE: 90-day, l imited 

DELIVERY : 2-3 weeks I __________ _____ I 
SIMPLE INSTRUCTIONS : Address I 

wi th unit I 
SPECIAL FEATURES : Recall I City/State/Zip __ _ ___ __ ____ I 
button for last r~ado~t ; Low MAIL TO: Sport Produ c ts Inte rnati on al (SP/) 

battery warnmg light . I 5545 M urray,Sui te 101, Memp hi s, TN. 38117 I 
FOR FURTH:~~~:s~~~ /TION CA LL ---------------■ 



\ j ~ . ., 
~ .. .. -, 

lll USIRAI IOll BY EODIE IUC~ER 



I Sl~lllTI(~I~ 
IIINl)l~llS 

EDITOR' . NO TE: Tom Stear 1;raduated fro m 
WI'.,/ /Join t in 19 73. li e the11 Sl'/'l 'ed for five and a 
//{/ff year ., a. a11 in/an//y of(irC'r. mnl tcd Captai11. 
at Fort I<if<'y. / (a 11sas. N(//<' i11 j,r il'(Jfc busin ess, he 
is an aoid rarq 11('{hafff'r a. 1rl'ff as a fre<' fanr l' 
111riter. 

II 
/\\' I NG JU ST L OS T, MY 
ope ning-round opponent in a 
1977 racquetball tournam ent in 
T opeka , l<an.. politely co n· 
ceded defea t and then sa id. " I 
haven't see n you arou nd a t any 

lournamenU ,, where about s do yo u play?" 
\ hen I replied that I play cl at Fo rt Riley, a 

military installation abou t 40 mile · we st of 
T opeka, he nodd ed in recog nition . 

" o you'r e ill th e mil ita ry. That ex pla ins a lot. 
You guys have it fat - a ll th e co urt Lime you 
wan t for free and plenty o f time to play. I was a l 
the Air Force Acade my once and the facilitie s 
we re un be lievab le , a l lea st 20 rac qu etba ll co urt s. 
I hear it's like that eve ryw here. And if you ge l 
pre tt y good. you'r give n tim off from work Lo 
pra ·Lice an d co mp ete ." With th a t he clepart cd , 
ce rt ai n he had th e expla nation for his defe a t at 
hand . Aft er all, how could he co mp ete against 
someo ne with so many ad vantage s? 

\II/ II, as is oft n the ca se, perc e pti on when not 
temp ered with experience falls far short of rea li­
ty. True , when I le ft the Arm y in 1978. I had ac· 
cumulat e d eno ugh co urt Lime to ins ur e 
bankrupt cy had I bee n playin g in a civilia n club . 
But it i not all gravy . When the pluss e and 
minu ses a rc ta bulat ed, the bottom line is tha t 
rac quctballcrs in the mi litary are nol any bcll e r 
off. the y just ope rat e in a uniqu e se t of cir· 

um s tances . 
One obvious ad vanta ge lo se rvice men is the 

ava ilabi lity o f abundan t a thl et ic facilitic a t littl e 
or no cos t. J\ 11 ills tallalion popula tecl by 20 ,000 
me n a nd wom en in unif orm and th e ir dep ende nt 
t ypi ally ha s two indo or and four outcloor sw im­
ming poo ls, two 18-hole go lf cour: es . 10 bow ling 
lan es, alld five gy mn as ium s with one or tw o ra c· 
qu e t ba ll co urt s each. 

'' I go t s tarte d in ra cquetball when I was s ta · 
tionecl in Okinawa in 1973." say s AJ\R/\ militar y 
comm iss ione r Lie ut e nant Comman der Dan 
. amek of th e Navy. HI would of tcll lim es play as 

long as four hour s a clay. Okinawa is an unac· 
compan ied lour. so in th e afternoon when I 
fini heel work . I would go right to th e court s and 
play well into the eve ning. " 

Four hour of prime tim e is equivalent to 
roughl y $ 18 ill a civilian c lub - way beyond the 
mean s of a ll bu t the most wea lthy racque tball 
playe rs. Unq ues tionabl y. free co un time i:- a 
valued privi lege among militar y players but as 
might be ex pec ted, th ere is a ca lch. In fact , 
se veral of them . 

Wh en cour t Lime is available at no cha rge , an 
opp ort unit y is pre se nt ed th a t is ripe for ab use. 
Reserva tions can casua lly be mad e with no 
th ought o f ca ncelling if more press ing com­
mitment s arise . Two playe rs can ass ure them· 
se lves of many hour s o f racq uetba ll by us ing fic­
titious nam e ancl ca lling for three or four con ­
s cutivc court Limes. And most disturbin g , as 
few racquetball player s i11 the milita ry arc 
un awa re, the individual taking the rese rva tions 
ca n easi ly be innu encc cl. 

"I ad mit I cheated ," says one en listed man who 
worked a l an Army gy m in the Midw es t. " ay a 
friend wanted a lunch hour court time whi ch. 
und er norm al c ircum stances , is very hard to ge t . 
I'd ju st pu t his name on the rese rvation boa rd th e 
night before. Sometim es, if he forgot to call me 
in Lime , I would cancel anot her rese rvation and 
then play dumb . Wh al could they do?" 

Not muc h . With a civ ilian dub, you could take 
your bu siness elsewh ere but in th e military , you 
smile and try aga in. 

Th e ma11ipulation of rese rved cour t tim e, 
how eve r. is a minor problc 111 lo serio us racquet · 
ball playe rs in uniform. A lilll e practice pro­
du ces man y ingenious way s lo .~ct the des ired 
tim e. But what about the court s th emse lves? 
How prec ious is free tim e on court s that arc not 
s ized properly, hav e doors that won't fully close , 
or . for some s tran ge reason. have telltale ? 

"Usually, th ere is not too much of a problem 
ge llin g a co urt .'' says Ron York, a lieutenant in 
th e Ar111y Med ical Corps who is one of the bes t 
player in the military. "bu t the quali ty is another 
malt er . For instanc e , where I am stati o11ecl. two 
glass back wall court s were built in 1978, but the 
rneas urc111enls wer e off. Th ey are too narro w. 
Also . th e wal ls arc dark brown and the noors arc 
concr ete ." 
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Lieutenant Barbara Pagano. a member 
of the Army Ordinance Corps and an 
"Open" player for the last two years, 
recognizes the same problems. 

"I have been to Am1y posts throughout 
the world," she says, "and I have never 
been unable to play because of a lack of 
courts. The trouble is that many are of 
marginal quality and not regulation size." 

The low quality of courts is an example 
of the military bureaucracy al its 
weakest. A manager of a ci\'i]ian club 
must keep close tabs on the demand s of 
his market or his investment will dry up . 
The military, however, can remain im­
mune from the challenges of the market­
place. As a result. courts are frequentl y 
designed and built without the advi ce of 
racquetball experts, and necessary re­
pairs to existing court s have a way of be­
ing delayed interminably. 

But there is a dim ray of sunshi ne on 
the horizon according to Sergeant Joe 
Fazio, a 17-year Air Force veteran who is 
al so a teaching pro at a civilian club in 
San Antonio. T ex .. where he is sta tioned. 

"Based on recent experience, I really 
think the quality of military racquetball 
facilities is starting to improve. The 
problem I forsee is one of numb ers. At 
one time the military had many under ­
utilized courts. With the growth spurt 
racquetball has had in the military the 
last coup le of years, parti cula rly among 
dep endent s , that is no longer the case. 
The number of courts, regula tion or not , 
is quickly falling behind the demand," 
says Fa zio. 

Once aga in, the bureaucra cy is caught 
at its wor st. Money is not budgeted by 
actual demand, but rather by the per­
ceived demand of a bureaucrat si ttin g in 
an office far remov ed from the troops in 
the field . Consequently, unneeded 
squash courts and sw imming pools are 
still be ing built, while lines are forming 
at th e racquetball courts. Fortunately, 
the athletic chiefs within the individual 
services recog nize the probl em and 
though they don't control the pur se 
strings, they are doing what they can. 

"We know the priority among the 
sports-minded people in the serv ice is 
racquetball," says Captain Steve Burg er. 
assistant head of Marine Corps spor ts , 
"so we are building courts just as fast as 
the money comes in." 

"The way racquetball has taken off," 
says Lieutenant Colonel Bill Delaino of 
Air For ce sports, "I doubt if we will ever 
be able to meet the demand. But pro­
gress is being made. One hundred and 
eig hty -one courts are scheduled to be 
built in Air Force base s throughout the 
world by the end of the year. The money 
has already been bud geted." 

With the demand for racquetball at 
suc h a high pitch, local installations have 
gradually started to exercise some in­
itiative. Gym hours have been expanded, 
in some cases, to 24 hours a day. At 

remote, small bases where the priority 
for new courts is low, local athletic direc­
tors have supervised the construct ion of 
crude but functional homemade courts in 
unused buildings. 

Still. the military is playing catch up, as 
Bill Delaino sees it, with little hop e of 
success. 

'"Let's face it," he says, "if a mark eting 
study were done , it would show a short­
age of at leas t 50 percent. After all. rac­
quetball is the sport right now. and the 
cour ts can be used at no cost. Under 
these conditions, I don't think the de ­
mand will ever be fully met.'' 

Over all, though , the military has 
noth ing to apologize for. A racquetball 
enthusiast can reasonab ly expect to get 
four hour s of free court tim e a week in an 
adequate facility at just about any 
American military inst allation through ­
out the world. Maybe not ideal condi­
tions , but not too bad either. Thal is until 
you aspire lo be a compe titiv e "Open" 
player. Then problem s ari se with the un ­
predi ctab le nature of life in the se rvice. 

Perhap s the mos t appealing aspec t of a 
military career is its constant variety. 
Before a particular job has a chanc e to 
se ttl e into a routin e. a whole new se t of 
challenges is offered by a new posn1on 
and possibly a reloc ation . Additionally , 
military trainin g require s long se para ­
tions from such luxurie s as racquetball 
court s. Army unit s in Germany typica lly 
spe nd one-third of any given year on field 
trainin g exerc ises. A nava l officer ass ign­
ed to a ship can expect six months yearly 
at sea. In short, military life is one of nux 
which does nothin g for the developm ent 
of racquetba ll talent. 

"Mayb e I'm a good case in point ," says 
Barbara Pagano. "Right now, I'm sta ­
tioned al Rock Island Depot and work as 
a buyer of sma ll ca liber ammuniti on. 
This September. I'll be in Monter ey, 
Calif., attending the Defense Depart­
ment's language sc hool in preparation for 
an assignment in Greece . Every cha nge 
means finding a new pool of players on 
my level which is a time-consumin g pro ­
cess ." 

My own exper ience at Fort Riley was 
similar, but with an ironic twisL. Of the 
five players who traveled to the l 977 
T opeka tournament, tw o left the Army 
shortly therea fter, anoth er assumed com­
mand of a lank company and was rare ly 
able to find time to play, and the fourth 
was rea ss igne d to the DMZ in Korea. I 
stayed al Fort Rile y but my pool of 
players didn't. 

''Of course th ere is another side to 
lhis ," says Pagano. "The military way of 
life may make it difficult to prac tice 
regularly, bul subt ly the institution gives 
a greal deal of support to racquetba ll. 
The military is an extremely athletic­
consc ious organization and when I play 
well, my bosses and friends offer en ­
couragement that I don 't think I would 

receive on the out sidt. r i need time off 
to trav el to a tourna1m·nt, II will b ' given 
to me if ther e is any wa} possib le."· 

Encouragement is also offe red by the 
numerous tournam ents held at the in­
sta llation and regional level. Th e quality 
of play varies widely accor ding to who 
happ ens to be stationed where at a par­
ticular time. but ther e is no entry fee, 
time off from work is normally no pro­
blem , and a good deal of publicity within 
the militar y community is given lo the 
winners . 

Competition al the higher levels, 
however, has developed slowly. The 
AARA milita ry commissioner in 1977, 
Major Buck Brumble of the Air Force, 
took matter s into his own hand s and in­
itiated a military tournament at West 
Point open to a ll active duly and reserve 
personnel. 

''The only su pport given by the militar y 
was the use of the cou rts ." says Samek, 
who look over for Brumbl e in 1978. 
"People had lo tak e leave and pay their 
travel expense . In 1979, 1 moved the 
lournament to Norfolk, Va., and ran it in 
a civilian club . This year, Ron York and 
Mar cia Lutz (U AF) were th men' s and 
women' s 'Open' clrnmpions. (Pagan o 
was second.) 1 would hes itate to call it a 
champi onsh ip, however . because many 
good players from the Wes t Coast cannot 
a fford to come." 

What Samek envis ions next year is a 
numb er of regio nal tourn ament that 
would preclude exo rbit anl trave l ex­
pen ses exce pt for a se lec t few inv ited to 
the final elimination rounds . 

Thi s Oclob er, the military will mak e its 
firsl allempl al ponsoring a legitimate 
championship at lhe six new court s at 
Lakland Air For ce Base in Texa s. All the 
serv ices are invited lo se nd four "Open" 
men and wom en and two doub les teams . 
Competilor will be given time off as well 
as travel expenses and per diem. But 
Samek sees a major naw. 

"For variou rea sons," he say , "only 
the Army, Air Force , and Marine Corps 
arc go ing lo se nd leam s to Lak land. 
Ther e ar e too many goo d players in the 
Navy and Coasl Guard to ca ll il a cha m· 
pion ship. I s till plan on runnin g the lour · 
nam en t in orfo lk until the one spon­
so red by lhe military ge ls more support 
from lhe individual se rvi ces." 

Regardless, there are two tournaments 
now on the board s whereas a few years 
ago lherc weren' t any. With more and 
better facilities coming along, the quality 
of racqu etball ha s go l to improve . But is 
that the main or even a desi rabl e goal? As 
Sergeant Fazio to ld me, "Th e purpo se of 
racq uetba ll in the military is lo help in 
the deve lopm ent of a physically condi­
tion ed force , which means not necessa ri· 
ly having a few good player s, but a lot of 
people playing." 

By that standard, th e milit ary is doing 
very well. • 



AAR A AFFILIATE COURT CLUBS 
If you ·re traveling farth er than 75 mil es from your hom e co urt . th e following a ff iliate 

court cl ub s will honor your AARA (I RAJ ca rd . Plea se call ahead for hou se rules and guest 
fe es . 

Li s ting key : wlr •women·s loc ker room . mlr•men ·s locker room . w s•wome n·s sa una , ms• 
men ·s sauna . ww•women ·s whirlpool , mw •men ·s whi rlpoo l . wsr •wom e n·s s tea m room, 
msr •men ·s s tea m ro o m, tc •tennI s co urt , sp•swim min g pool . r•res taura nt , b•bar . sb•snack 
bar . ps.p ro s ho p . er•exe rcise room , n•nur sery 

ALASKA 

An cho rage Racque l Club 
700 Sou lh Bragam 
Anchorage. AK 

wlr , mlr . ws, ms wlmw, 
IC, PS . er 

AR IZONA 

Metro Al hle1,c C lub 
4843 N 8th Place 
Phoenix. AZ. 850t• 
Call Darlene 602·264 • 1735 
wl r , mlr , ws , ms w /m w , msr 
sp , r. b, ps , er , n 

CALIFORNI A 

Maron Racqu etball Club 
4384 Bel Maron Keyes Blvd 
Novato . CA 94947 
wl r, mlr, w s, ms , w/mw r b , 
ps , er , n 

Sun Oaks Raca ue1 Club 
3452 Argyl e Roa o 
ReoO,ng CA 96002 
v1lr mlr , w s, ms ww . mw . le. sp. sb 
ps er . n 

CO NNE CTICUT 

Racque tball Spa 
500 Kings Hi gh way Cu t 0 11 
Faorl ielO CT 06430 
203 ·366 •7888 
wlr , mlr ws . ms ww . mw ._.,s,. 
msr, r, ps , er, n 

Sou1hport Racquel Club 
226 010 Post Roao 
So uthp ort . CT 06490 
wlr , mlr, w s , ms , ps , n 

Center CourI Heallh ano 
Racquelball Club 
234 Route 83 
Vernon . CT 06066 
203 •875 •2133 
wtr , mlr , w s, ms, ww . ms r. sb, 
ps . er, n 

FLOR I DA 

Spon rooms a l Coral Gables 
1500 Dougla s Roao 
Co ral Gables. FL 33143 
305 •443•4228 
wlr ,ml r,ws ms ,w w .mw ,wsr . 

msr,r ,sb,ps,cr.n 

Spo rtr ooms o l Hial eah 
1900 West 44t h Place 
Hialeah . FL 
305 ·557 •614 1 
wlr ,ml r,ws .ms ,ww .mw,ws,. 
msr ,r ,b ,sb,ps ,or,n 

Jacksonville Racq uetba ll Club 
6651 Crestline Or 
Jacksonv ille. FL 32211 
904 • 724•6994 
wlr , ml r, ws . ww. mw , msr . b , 
sb. ps , er. n 

Kendall Racquc Iball ano 
Heal th Club 
1063 1 SW 88th Sl reel 
Mi am i. FL 331 76 
305 .595 .06()() 
w lr ,mlr ,w s, m s,ww.m w ,ws r, 
msr.r ,b ,s b,ps,cr ,n 

SPOnrooms of Sabal Chase 
10680 SW 113 Pl. 
MIamI . FL 33 176 
305.595.257 7 
wlr.mlr ,ww ,mw,wsr ,msr,r,b. 

sb ps ,er,n 

Sponrooms of Plan1a11on 
8489 NW 17th Ct 
Plan1a1,on. FL 33322 
305 4 72·2608 
wlr,mlr ws ,ms vw ,mw ,w sr. 
msr,r ,b,sb ,ps,cr ,n 

HAWAII 

The Courthouse Racqu etb all 
Club 
45 608 Kam Highway 
Kaneohe . H I 9674 4 
wlr , mlr , w s, ms , ww, mw , sb 
PS, or , n 

ILLINOIS 

Cour, Club o f C'oale 
010 Rt 13 East 
Carbondale . IL 62901 
wlr , mlr , w s ms. IC, r, b, 
ps , er , n 

MA SSAC HUSETTS 

Bo s1on Tenn,s Club 
653 Summer Str ee1 
Bos ton. MA 02210 
61/ 269 4300 
w lr mlr,ws,ms.ww ,mw ,tc,r. 

b sb.Ps.er.n 

MINNESOTA 

Exorc ise Dynamics 
Old Highway 7 t Norlh 
Bemi01I. MN 5660 1 
218 751·8351 
wlr,m l r, ws ,m S,W\'1,p s,c r 

NEW JERSEY 

Tho Rdcque r Ball c:ub 
19 East Fredoro ck Place 
Cedar Kn olls. NJ 07927 
wlr , mlr . ws ms, ps, or , n 

Racq uel ime Cour t Club 
17• 10 Rover Road 
Fair Lawn , NJ 07410 
wl r,mlr, w s,ms, m sr 

Racque 1ball 23 and Spa 
318 Route 23 
Pomp1on Plains. NJ 07444 
201 839 ·8823 
wlr mlr, vs, ms , msr , ww. mw , 
r, ps, er, n 

R1coche 1 Racq uet Club 
2 19 St. Ni cholas Aven ue 
So uth Pla1nlicld . NJ 07080 
201 •753•2300 
wlr ,ml r,ws,ms .ww,mw,ps ,er ,n 

T nc Coutt House 
20 M Iiburn Avcnuo 
Sprongl,clO . NJ 0708 t 
20 1•376•3100 
wlr mlr ,ws,ms ,ps ,er,n 

Wh a f s Your RacQuOI 
1904 Atlan11c Ave 
PO Box 1402 
Wa ll . NJ 07719 
wlr . mlr , w s. ms, ww , mw , 
wsr , msr IC, S P , b , Sb, PS , 
er. n 

NEW YORK 

Po1n1 Set Tennis and 
Racquelball Club 
225 Howells RO 
Bay Shore, NV 1 I 706 
wlr , mlr, ws . ms , Ic, sb, 
ps , er , n 

The Kong·s Court 
Racq uetball Club 
.s 101 Avenue V 

Brooklyn . NV 11234 
2 12 338 ·3300 
,,,.,, r,ml r .ws ,ms , lc ,sb, ps,er ,n 

The Pelham Racquelboll ano 
Heal th Club 
6 Pelham P~rkway 

Pelham Man o r. NY 10803 
wl r, mtr , ws. ms, ww , mw , wsr , 
ms r, r , b. sb. ps, er, n 

ORE GON 

Eas l ern Oregon Sports 
366 SE 5 SI 
On Iaroo OR 979 14 
wlr , mlr , w s ms . ww, mw . sp , r, 
Sb, PS, er n 

PENNSYLVA NIA 

The Supreme Couns 
90 West Chestnut S1 
Was1,Ing1on . PA 15301 
wlr, mlr , w s. ms , ww, mw, 

ps er , n 

TEXAS 

Kil leen Alhl e1lc Club 
405 Sou th 2nd 
Kil leen . TX 76541 
wlr ,ml,,v s,ww,mw.ms r,sp, 

sb.ps.cr.n 

WEST VIRGIN IA 

Cha rle s1on Racque t Club 
PO Bo>. 3328 
H Iiic re s t Drive 
Charleslon . WV 25332 
wlr , ml r, w s. m s. le, r, b , er , n 

Thank you for supporting the AARA 
Affiliate Court Club listings program by 
putting your club on this page. Your ranks 
will be joined by more affiliates next month . 

For more information on how to list a 
court club on this page, call Kittie at 
901 ·345·8000 . 

WEHAVEYOlJR 
RACQUET 

A.M .F. VOIT RACQUETS 
IMPACT ON E. ... .. . .. . . . .. ..... .. . .... . ... 39 . 95 
x.c .......................................... 39 .95 

EKTELON RACQUETS 
250G . .. . ........... . . .. ... . ..... ... ...... . ......... . 
MARATI-ION GRAPHITE ........... . ... 36 .95 
MAGNUM .... ..... .................... . ....... .... . 
MAGNUM A.EX . . .. ..... . .................. .. .. .. . 
JERRYHILECHER ...... . ....... . ... .. 36 .95 
Xl..Bll.L· SCH MIDTK E ................ 33 .95 
FLEX ...... .... .............................. 29 .95 
JENNIFER HARDING .. . ............... 27 .95 

TH E SWINGER RACQUETS 
TI-IE SW IN GER .... .. . .... ..... ........... 21 .95 
TH E LADY SWINGER ...... ... .......... 21 .95 
TI-IE SWINGER 11 .... ............. .. .. ... . 21 .95 
TH E ALUMINUM SWI NGER ....... .. . 24 .95 

THE BANDIDO RACQUETS 
TI-iE BANDI00 ........................... 21.95 
TH ELITn.EBANDIOO ... . ... ....... ... . 21 . 95 
TH E G RAPHITE BANDI0O ...... .. 3 1. 95 

THESIGNATURE RACQUETS 
THE CHARLIE BRUMAELO 

ALUMINUM . .. ......... .. ............. . 29 .95 
TI-IECHARUEBRUMAUD 

COMPOSIT E.. ....... .................. 27 .95 
TI-lE"PROONL Y-... ......... ... .......... 22 .95 

THE GRAPHITE RACQUETS 
TH E GRAPHITE PERFORMER ....... 25.95 
THEGRAP HITE COMPETITOR ..... 47 .95 
TI-iEG RAPHITE I 00 .. .. . ..... ........... 94 . 95 

ALDII.A RACQUETS 
PISTOL ..... . ....... .. .. ............. . ...... 34.95 
SIDEWINDER .. . .............. .. .. .. ..... 24. 95 

VITIERT RACQUETS 
TH ECO BRA .... .. ... ..... ... ........ ..... 32 .95 
TH E EUMINATOR ...... ......... ........ 29.95 
THE DEVASTATOR. ...... .. ..... ........ 26.95 
TH EC LASSIC. ........ . ... ..... ........... 22.95 

RA CQUETS BY WILSON 
NEW THEADVANTAGE .. .............. 32.95 

RACQUETS BY HEAD 
ENDURO .................................... new 
HEADPRO ................. .. .. .... ... . ... . 34.95 
MASTER ..................... . .. ...... . ... 29.95 
C11\,·1, mi lu"h·d \1.:11h .,II li"ll'qth'I, 1\ dd '$:,! i", p,•r 
"' l q111•1 IIH p,,,1. 14 , .111d h,mdlmq /\PO~ :! 1•,11., 

LEACH BAGS 
TOURNAMENT BAG ...................... 9 .95 
BLU EC LUBBA G ................. ....... 15 .95 
LADIES.SHOULDERTOTE ........... . 15.95 

EKTELON BAGS 
All•PRO BAG .... .......................... 9 .95 
RACQUETBALLERBAG ................ 14.95 
1\ dd : I r,o f>"' ~.,q for pu,r,,~ ,• .md l1t1ndl111y 

GLOVES 
SARANAC .... .. ...... . .............. .. ... ... 5. 95 
TH EOTHERGLOVE .. .... ................. 9 .95 
CHAMP ION ............ .... .. . .. ......... ... 5.95 
PoS1,1g~ 50 C per pair iw , )( . ·M•Ml •L•Xl 

SHOES 
FOOT JOY TUFFS .............. .. .... .. s 21 . 95 
LOTTO NEWPORT .... ... .... ..... ... . s I 9.95 
LOTIOMLKEYEU..EN .. ........... .. .. S2 ! .95 
Ph .•,..,,.•\l,,Tfh• o, co.1111 l uow ,T'ltl:n•Mt" h..ulCl"b..•Pric-P~ 

W e sh i p C .O .D . at S2 .00 ex tra . 

ATHLETE'S CORNER 
P.O . Box 16995. Dept. R7 

MONEY Planmlion.Fla .33318 CERT. 
ORDERS Phone(30 5)4 7 5-0327 CKS. 

l'ric.,, !,ubJ,-ct !O 0,.,,go 
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WESTERN REGION 
Reglonal Commlnloner 
Mika Hunter 
2t Harper Canyon Rd . 
Sallnaa, CA 13908 
40&-41._IIIO 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Bill Masuc ci 
c/o Per1ec t Racquet 
1201 Apollo Way 
Sunnyval e, CA 90486 
408-738 •4548 (0) 
<615-00.. -4400 (H) 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Billy Gould 
c/o Santa Ba rbara 
Racquetball Club 
P.O. Bo x 30817 
Santa Barbara. CA 93105 
805-966 -2035 

Ui.h 
Vincen t H. Brown 
c/o Founta in ol Youth 
4300 Soulh 300 Wcsl 
Murray , Utah 8" 107 
801 -262 -7487 (Club) 
801 -262 -9414 (Oll1ce) 
Arlzon• 
Ja ck Nolan 
5618 S. Spyglass Road 
Tempe , AZ 85283 
602 -839-0036 
Nevada 
Bob Justice 
Sup reme Courts Sports Cen1er 
3315 Spring Mountain Rd. 
La s Vegas, NV 8510 2 
702-873 -5660 
Hawaii 
Phyll is Gomes 
519 Now ela Pl . 
Kallue , HI 96734 
806-261 -2135 

NORTHWEST REGION 
Raglon•I Commissioner 
Pal Whilehlll 
RI . 2 Box 304 
Chaney , WA 99004 
509 -359 •2482 

Aluka 
Marvin Andresen 
P.O . Bo x 1912 
Fairbanks, AK 99707 
907 ,452 -5303 
Washington 
Gary Eyrlng 
Washington S1a10 
Racquelball A ssoclahon 
9026 s. Easl 61 SI 
M e rcer Island, WA 98040 
Oregon 
Denni s Hubel 
Suite 800 
1 S.W . Columb ia 
Portland , OR 97258 
Montan■ 
Gary Nygaard 
FH 206 Un iv. ol Montana 
Missoula , MT 59801 
406-549-9664 
North D•kota 
Jay McGurran 
1401 Dyke 
Grand Forks , ND 58201 
701 -746-086 
South D•kot• 
Cra ig Harding 
1401 Dyke 
Grand Forks. N .D. 58201 
701 · 746-4486 
Wyoming 
Scoll Nel sen 
Rocky Mountain Health Club 
1880 Wes1land Rd. 
Cheyenne. WY 82001 
307 -834 -8884 
SOUTHWEST REGION 
Regional Commlnioner 
George Dwyer 
5206 Alla Loma Rd. 
Colorado Spring,, CO 80918 
303-518-0963 

Kan1H 
Dewane Grimes 
Supreme Court s West 
3725 Wesl 13th SI. 
Wichita, KS 67203 
316-945-8331 
Colorado 
Sieve Krum 
8"8" So. College 
Ft . Collins , CO 80525 
303-226-2250 
New Mexlc .o 
Clay Childs 
318 Louisiana S E. 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
505-268 -4526 
Oklahoma 
Sid Shupack 
5507 S. Lewis 
Tulsa , OK 74105 
916-749-5757 
Texas 
Jim Austin 
12800-19 Briar Forest Drive 
Hous to n. TX 77077 
713 ,496-3447 
ArttanSIS 
Phil Brinkley 

MIDWEST REGION 
Regional Commis si oner 
Ray Mllchell 
5724 W. Dlversy SI. 
Chicago, IL 60639 
312-745-9400 

Iowa 
Bernard N ielsen 
Hawkbilt Company 
402 East 61h $1. 
Vinion. IA 52349 
319-472 -3637 (home) 
319-472•2313 (office) 
Wisconsin 
W Iii Mulvane y 
c/o Supreme Courls 
1301 Black Bridge Rd . 
Jane svi ll e . WI 53545 
608•755-0706 (home) 
606-756-3737(0! f Ice) 
Illinois 
Ray Mitchell 
5724 W . Dlversey S1. 
Chicago, IL 60639 
312-745-9400 
Missouri 
Bob Hardcastle 
181 Trail swest 
CheSler11eld , MO 63017 
314 ,469-3395 (home) 
314 -532-0484 (office) 
Minnesota 
Ken Rosland 
5624 Duran Dr. 
Edina . MN 55435 
612 ·927-8861 

SOUTHERN REGION 
Regional Commissioner 
Jim Cullen 
c/o Court South 
1990 Delk Ind . Blvd. 
Mariella, GA 30060 
404 -256 ·2120 

Kentucky 
David Flel sc haker 
Jellerson Courl Club 
9913 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, KY 40223 
502-425-4471 
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TENNESSEE 
Mike Mjehovlch 
•633 Trousdale Dr . 
Na shv ill e, TN 37204 
615-832 -7529 
Eastern Tennessee 
Emile Catignani 
1631 No . Hills Blvd . 
Knoxville, TN 37917 
615-974 -5111 
Western Tenne ssee 
Peter Singer 
7270 Stamford 
Germantown, TN 38138 
Georgi• 
Jim Cullen 
clo Court South 
1990 Delk Ind . Blvd 
Mariella, GA 30060 
•04 -256-2120 
Northern Florida 
Van Dubol sky 
930 N .E. 14th Ave . 
Gainesv i lle , FL 32601 
904 .372 .2120 
904 -378-5093 
Southern Florida 
Fred Whil e 
8"31 N.W 2nd Man or 
Coral Springs , FL 33065 
305-473 -3912 (office) 
Alabama 
Jim Hawkins 
ctoRacquel Club 
467 N . Dea n Rd 
Auburn , AL 36830 
205-887 -9591 
Soulh Carolina 
Jerry Rogers 
clo Charles1on Racque t 
Naulllu s Cen lor 
1642 Hwy 7 
Sam R111enberg Blvd . 
Charleslon , SC 29407 
803 -571-1020 
Lou isia na 
Jack Reznick 
5524 S1onewall Drive 
Balon Rouge , LA 70816 
504-292 ·5989 
Mississippi 
Amy Fos ler 
2404 East Ave 
Gulfport , MS 39501 
601 ·863-5514 

MID ATLANTIC REGION 
Regional Commissioner 
Paul Saperstein 
P.O. Box 847 
High Point, NC 27261 
919 -889 ,2001 

Delaware 
D.C LanlZ 
1816 N. Lincoln SI. 
W ilm lnglon , DE 19806 
302-658 -1036 
Virginia 
Sue Graham 
P.O. Bo x 2 18 
Sierllng , VA 22170 
Maryland and District of 
Columbia 
John Clemenls 
3313 New Coa c h Ln . 
Bowl e, MD 20716 
West Virginia 
Kevin Becker 
519 Warwood Ave . 
Wheeling , WV 26003 
304-277-1352 
304 -232-6360 
North Carolina 
Tony Giordano 
1010 Cameron Brown Build ing 
Charlolfe, N .C. 28204 
70 4-372 · 1946 

NORTHEAST REGION 
Regional Commissioner 
Paul Henrtckson 
20 Oakes St . 
MIiibury , MA 01527 
617-754-6073 

Vermont 
Ms . K.C. Barlon 
32 Sandhill Rd 
Ess ex Jcl . VT 05452 
802-878 -4757 
Maine 
Herb Warden 
10 Mayl le ld SI 
Po rtla nd. ME 04103 
Massac hu se lls 
Maureen Bou lett e 
20 Oakes SI. 
MIiibury , MA 01527 
617-754 -6073 
Rhode Island 
Den nis Culberson 
4 We sley SI. 
Newp ort, RI 02840 
40 1-438 -1780 
Connecticut 
Ron Mlrek 
Court House I 
2 1 Wal ervi ll e Rd . 
Avon , CT 06001 
203-677-6073 

EASTERN REGION 
Reglonal Commi ssioner 
Bernie Howard 
R.D. 1 8 ox 362A 
Reedsville, PA 17084 

Pennsylvania 
Bernard E. Howa rd 
RD 1 Box 362A 
Reedsville . PA 17084 
717 -667 2209 
Ohio 
Jerry Davis 
19713 Shaker Bl vd . 
Shaker He1gh1s, OH 44122 
216 -751•5575 
NEW YORK 
Al Se 11e1man 
274 Sun sel Av e. 
w es 1 Ham p ton Beach , NY 
11978 
516 -288 -1448 (home) 
Downstate New Yo rk 
Mike Jon es 
l Levon Ln. 
Mille r Pl . NY 11776 
516-732 -5500 (o ffi ce) 
Upslale New Yori< 
Al Shapiro 
7 N Sherr Ln . 
Spring Vall ey, NY 10977 
212 -293 -3440 
New Jersey 
Pele Talbol 
c/o King George Racquel and 
Heallh Club 
17 King Geo rge Rd 
Gr eenbrook . NJ 08812 
201-356-6900 

COMMISSIONER FOR 
AMERICAN IN EUROPE 
Hal Le lll er 
Slege ner Strasse 48 
6230 Frandfurl 80 
We sl Germany 

MILITARY COMMISSIONER 
Lcdr. Dan w. Samek, 111 
612 Charlecole Dr . 
Virg inia Beach, VA 23462 
JUNIOR NATIONAL 

COMM ISSIONER 
Ed Mart i n 
c/o Sun Oaks Racquetball 
Club 
3452 Argyle 
Redding , CA 96001 
INTERCOLLEGIATE 

NATIONAL 
COMMISSIONER 

Larry Liles 
152 Longre en Dr . 
Memphis. TN 38117 

INTERNATIONAL 
AMATEUR 
RACQUETBALL 
FEDERATION 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Lu ke SI. Onge 
5545 M urray Ave. 
Memphis . Tn 38117 
901-761-11/2 
JAPAN AMATEUR 

RACQUETBALL ASSOC . 
Milton Radmllov1ch 

3-14-22 Sh1moren1aku 
M11aka-shl , Japan 
ISRAELI RACOUETBALL 

ASSOCIATION 
Uri L1pz,n 
Director of Recreation 
Sl ud1es 
ln s1il u1es of Physi cal 
Edu cat ion 
Box 378 
Becr -shcva , Ml Washington 
Israel 
Te lephone 78217 
VENEZUE LAN RACQUETBALL 

ASSOCIATION 
John O,az 
INDI CES R.L 
Attn Sport 01v1s1on 
Aparlado Pos 1a1 1046 
Va lenc ,a, Venezuela 
ME XICAN RACQUETBALL 
ASSOCIATION 

John While 
La Po sada de Yoch1que1zal 
Leyv a No 200 
Cuernava ca, Mor elos Mex ico 
EUROPEAN RACQUETBALL 
FEDERATION 
Raelke Mu ell er 
Sekretarla1 
Ha dlaubsirasse 
56 . 8006 Zu r,c h 
Memb er Countrie s. 
Fran ce 
German y 
Switze rland 
Holland 
Great Britain 
Spai n 
AMERICAN AMATEUR 
RACQUETBALL 
ASS OC IATION 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Luke S1 Onge 
5545 Murray Ave . 
Memphi s. TN 38117 
901 -76 1-1172 

OTHER NATIONAL 
GOVERNING BODIES 

CANADIAN RACQUETBAL L 
ASSOCIATION 

Executive Dire c tor 
Joh n Ham i llon 
333 River Rd . 
Vanier C i ty , On1ar lo 
Canada , KIL8B9 
613-745 - 1247 
SAUDI ARABIAN 

RACQU ETBALL 
ASSOCIATION 

Dona ld Chamber s 
CR$ , Inc 
c/o College of M ineral s 
Dhalran, S.A . 
EGYPTIAN RACQUETBA LL 
AS SOCIATION 

Abdel •Fallah Batawi 
11 Rashdan Streel 
Dokkl, Ca i ro 
Egypt 
843 -141 



We can make a difference 
in your game 



With professional advice 

Steve 
Strandemo 
The most visible member 
of our adv iso ry staff, 
Stev e fi n ished fi fth overall 
in th e 1978, 79 NAG 
stand ings. Besides playing 
professionally , he's leading 
our effort to help every player 
learn how to p lay bette r 
racquetbal l. 

Steve works closely with our 
engineers to develop new and 
improved racquetball produ cts 
and also works hard with our 
advertising and publicity people to 
develop meaningful lea rn ing a ids 
and materials . He even contributes 
instructional articles to severa l 
racquetball publicat io ns . 
The Racquetball Book which he conce ived, 
arranged and wrote , is now forming the 
basis for a continu ing series of Head 
Instructional projects . 

Expert input improves 
our products 

Our pros also work to help 
others improve 

Summer Camps and 
Instructor Programs 
Probably Steve Strandemo's greatest 

goal is to impro ve the ski ll level of every 
racque tba ll p layer he can find. To that 
end, St eve has the ab ili ty to motivate 
an d co mmun icate with h is students . 

Head 's ann ual in tensive summer 
camps al low player s of every level to 
work with Stev e and Improve in th eir 

game . Another succes s ful Head 
program has instructors and club 
administrators around the nation 

review successful teach ing techniques 
and business methods at the 

Head/Str andemo Ins tr uctor Programs . 

• 
Doug Cohen 
Head Tour ing Profess iona l 

Playing Professiona ls 
Advisors and 
Junior Players 
Across the country our network of dea lers, 
players , pro s and advisors keeps us 
informed about trends and tendenc ies In 
play ing and product. They suggest 
imp rovement s, prog rams and Ideas to 
keep Head in the forefront o f th is fas t 
grow ing sport of racquetba ll. Without their 
" ears to the ground " and " eye on the ball" 
we wouldn 't be ab le to maintain the 
quality of products and ideas we'd 
like. 
This brochure is dedicated to all the 

people who insure 
that our products 

get better. Most of all , 
to you , our customer. 



Racquets . 
Developed and produced 
to play long 
and play hard 

■ 

Professional 
When It comes to power, the Pro really has 

it under control. Powe r I-beam 7005 
Aluminum alloy construction comb ines 

strength with lightness to make th is 
racque t more tha n just competitive. A 

foamed In place hourglass shaped handle 
positions yo ur hand to generate tha t all 

Impo rta nt wrist snap powe r. 

Its quad rl fo rm head crea tes a maxim um 
size hit t ing surface, and a large "sweet 

spot." Pro's single hole stringing pattern 
means durability and allows co nsistent 

string tension . Its Zy tel® nylon throat 
piece transfers all tension to the outside 

of the frame for optimum fee l, control and 
extended string Ille. Then there 's the Itch 
you fee l In your finger when you 're ready 

to serve your winning point. You'll find that 
this racquet plays like its name Implies. 

It Is the Professional. 

■ 

Ask your dealer about 
trying a demons trato r 
Head racquet to help 
decide which is best 

for you. 

Master 
No matter how powerful you are, yo u 
still need racquet control to win. 
Mas ter's light, flexib le alumin um 
ext rusio n is eng ineered for balanc e 
and contro l. That adds up to more 
ball control and mo re game cont ro l 
fo r you. 

Master 's string pattern Is "t uned" to 
it's shape and structure to put the 
right st r ings where you hit the ball. 
Head's unique nylon throat piece 
t ransfers the tension of those strings 
to the outside of the frame for 
durability, reliability, "feel" and 
playability. A vibration stopp ing 
foamed In p lace han dle is contou red 
so yo ur hand can automat ica lly 
position itself . The handle Is wrapped 
wit h a high quali ty perfora ted split 
leather grip . Maste r ge ts your 
winn ing game under co nt rol. 
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e latest racquet developrri8nts ■ • • 

Enduro means tasting performance 

The Enduro racquet design takes our 
concept of aluminum-fiberglass composite 
etructures to a new el of excellence. 
Our unique combination of materials, 
mechanics and design delivers the power, 
durablllty and strength found In modem 
metal. AD this Is bonded to the control, 
.. feel" and llghtwelght quickness that's 
lnhererrt In fiberglass. 

To complement our composite structure, 
we've beveled the Inside edge of Enduro's 
aluminum topsklns . This saves weight, 
Improves racquet aerodynamics by cutting 
wind resistance, and measurably Improves 
Enduro'a flex characteristics . 

Alumlnum.'llbe,glau sandwich 
structure molds high teMlle 
all9ngth •Jumtnum 10 at,ong, light 
ft.,...glM9 ,..nforced ayntactlC 
loam for high strength With fight 
~L 

Vwtabkl string pa:ttem Is •·tuned • 
to ahape and I1,ucture of racquet 
P•Uem pula lhe right siring where 

lhe beat -hJr" ta. Added T­
tejnfOICft shoulder a,aa. 

Imp,°"' power 

Our Innovative sandwich design Is 
additionally reinforced by Tralon~ 
strateglcally positioned In the shoulder 
area. This adds to the power and durablllty 
potential of the Enduro. 

Our reinforced, strong, lightweight 
structure Is surrounded by the most 
protective bumper guard avallable on any 
racquet. This guard acts as a cushion 
around Enduro's outside edge when 
racquet contacts floor; walls, or 
opponents . Furthermore a deep str ing 
channel molded Into the bumper protects 
strings from abrasion and breakage . 

Beveled Inside topakln edges cut 
wind resistance. reduce raeque1 
head weight and Improve flaxlblll y. 

SCulP.tured bumper guard 
surrounds entire out­
side edge for safely 

and helps 
prevent 

string 
break• 

age. 

A unique variable string pattern Is " tuned" 
to Enduro's shape and structural char­
acteristics . The variable pattern Is 
specifically designed to pos ition the right 
strings where the ball Is usually hit. You'll 
" feel" the sweet spot more often when you 
hit with th is racquet. 

Vibrat ion is practically non-existent. It's 
absorbed by both the aluminum/syntactic 
foam sandwich structure and a foamed In 
place handle . The handle 's contoured 
"hour-glass" shape positions your hand 
properly for controlled but powerful 
strokes . 

Of course there 's only one sure way to pro­
ve that this Enduro racquet Is right for you. 
Try it yourself . Ask your Head racquetball 
dealer to let you test a demonstrator . 

Open lhroet pr...,.nls lwlsl and frame 
dlatortlon on off-center hits; aids rac­
quet control. 

C.Ontoured roam handle racllltates 
proper grip. smooths out 

vlbraUon and assists you to 
maintain a llrm hold. 

Handle Is WrlPPed 
with textured full 

grained 
lealhe, 

noo-slfp 
grip. 



The Graphite Express ... engineered for non-stop power and durablllty 

Engineered 
Pioneering structrual techniques are now 
refined and ideally formed for racquetball . 
A " blow molded " torsion tube of 
fiberglass and graphite reinforced epoxy 
forms this structure. Because each layer 
of graphite and fiberglass In the tors ion 
tube Is "laid up" (or assembled) by hand , 
the basic character istics of this racquet 
can be "tuned " to just the right propor ­
tion of weight , balance , flex and stiffness . 
This all adds up to optimum weight 
distribution with maximum strength and 
power . 

Blow-molded lorslon lube of llberg lass and 
graplute rein forced epoxy Is line 

tuned for maximum 
strength and 

res,s lance 
to twi st , 

excellent 
weight 
dlslrl• 

butlon . 

Quadrlform head shape affords excellent " sweet spot, " 
provides large string aurlace . 

An Integral polymer bumper strip 
surrounds the perimeters of this high­
performance, fine-tuned structure. It acts 
to protect players, court surfaces, and 
the racquet Itself from sharp sudden 
Impact. And, since the polymer Is molded 
Into both the Inside and outside 
perimeters of the racquet, It doubly 
protects strings from breakage due to 
abrasion. 

Still, the shape and form of this Graphite 
Express racquet Is classic . Start at the 
hourglass shaped, foam-in-place handle . 
It promotes a proper grip on the racquet 
and acts to absorb unwanted vibration . 
Look at the distinctive Head open throat 
design that reinforces our quadr lform 
head shape , minimizes racquet twist on 
off-center hits and thus aids control. 
Finally, observe the " business end," the 
quadr lform head of the graphite express. 
It provides an excellent sweet spot and 
an optimum s ized string area. 

Polymer bumpe r strip molded lo outs ide and 
Insi de perimeters protects strings from 

breakage; absorb s Impact from contact with 
court surfaces. 

Open throat prevents frame 
distortion and resists twisting 
from off -center hits ; olds racquet control. 

Our unique Head contoured handle facllltates proper 
grip , smooths out vibration and helps you maintain a 

firm hold . Handle Is wrapped with a textured, tul~ 
grained non-allp grip . 

Polymer bumper strips molded to Ins ide and out •--=-~2:~-~==,:,~---------
slde perimeters of frame absorb Impact, prot ect 
frame and strin gs from breakage . 

Fiberglass and graphite reinforced epoxy tol'31on 
tube Is fin e tuned for maximum strength and power 
characteristics, optimum we ight dlstr l butl on for -'"FlF,~..L 
control. 

" Air core" Is the Ideal neutral substance around-~.--~­
which to build a graphite reinforced structure . 

Fine-tuned and Prov:en 
To guide our engineers th~ough the tmee 
year process of developlng this Graphite 
Express concept for racquetball, the pro 
players, Instructors and club managers 
that make up our Head advisory staff 
spent many hours testing and eYalutll)Q 
prototypes and preliminary designs. 
Because the Head "torsion tube" struc­
ture is so adjustable and adaptable over a 
wide range of flex patterns, the fine­
tuning they recommended was easy to 
accomplish . In essence, their advice was 
simple. Give us power! Give us a good 
solid "hit!" Keep It light! Make the rac• 
quet good -looking! 

We think our result speaks for Itself. We 
strongly recommend that you let our 
design express itself to you. Test It. Try a 
demonstrator from our dealer . We at Head 
believe that we've put our advisory staff's 
suggestions Into production . We think 
you'll agree that this is one fine racquet 
designed for your power game. 

The engineering and playe, expettlaa rep,eaanted In Iha 
!frat Graphite Express racquet could not Ila duplk:allld 

by any othllf manufacturer . The Graphite E>qxMs I■ Illa 
eMI result of years ot testing and INNrch tempered by 

the playability Input of our proleaslonal racquetball 
lldvtso,y stall . But you be the iudge. Try a demon9trator 

at our dealer. 



A complete line of accessories ■ ■ ■ 

Plum balls 
It's not Just the color: highly vlslble, 
dayglow purple . It's not Just the sound : 
an explosion off the front wall. It's not just 
the bounce or longevity of Plums. 
It's all this and more . Not so surprising, 
it's the ball of the future . More playable. 
More durable. More racquetball. 

Eyeguard 

Shoes 

Play it safe . Every instructor and 
every book tells you to watch the 

ball. That means turning your head 
even when you serve to old , 

"out -of -control -just -blast-the-return." 
Naturally , the consequences of 

that watch the ball adv ice 
could be tragic unless you're 

using our eyeguard . In case 
"old-blast-away " has any 

excuses about not knowing 
where you are, our sturdy 

polycarbonate plastic eyeguard 
comes complete with a bright 

orange headband band and extra 
comfort padding. 

Think about It. Racquetball isn't basketball , 
(you don't jump that much). It isn 't tennis (no 
net), or boating (no water), or running (no track 
or road) or skateboarding (no hills), either . 

What's needed Is a shoe designed for the sport. 
And here it is : the Head Racquetball Shoe. 

Gum rubber outsoles grip the court. Ballistics 
mesh outside quarter panels take the stress of 
lateral movement and provide excellent 
breathabillty, too. The mesh toecap resists the 
rigors of drag. Honeycomb structured built-In 

heel wedge keeps you forward on your 
feet-(ln attack position) . Tongue, 

collar and heel are all padded for 
comfort. 

Glove 
Comfortable, soft, durable and washable 
deerskin palms are expertly sewn to 
breathable nylon uppers , all secured at the 
wrist with an adjustable Velcro ® strap . The 
Head racquetball g love Is designed for 
long lasting performance . 

For Women/For Men 
Sized and styled to flt you , we go to the 

trouble to build a racquetball shoe that 's 
all ready for you to step out and win in. 
Our ladies' shoes features the popular 

U-throat style that 's specifically bui lt to fit 
the character of women 's feet. Our men 's 
shoe is laced to the toe for added support 

and adjustability. These special purpose 
shoes are designed and built to fit every 
player, man or woman . So go ahead use 

them for basketball, tennis , volleyball , 
boating, or what have you. After all, If the 

shoes fit ... wear them . 



Carry all 
A short , wide companion . This is Head's 
biggest capacity bag . Made to stand up 
even as check through baggage , the Carry 
all's one huge compartme nt Is port­
able by either handles or shoulder 
strap . Great for those out of 
town tournaments . Size 
12"Hx9"Wx23"L 
totals approximately 
2480 cubic inches. 

Racquetball Gear Bag 
Big enough to hold clothes and equip ­
ment but small enough to sllp fully 
loaded into your half -s ize wall locker . 
Carry it with either an adjustable (and 
removable) web shoulder strap or a pair 
of handle straps. The bag lets you stow 
racquets in an outside compartment 
while clothes and shoes are tucked 
safe inside. A pocket Is Included to 
separate wet from dry. The dimensions , 
10"H x 8"W x 20"L, total approximately 
1600 cubic Inches of capacity . 

Mini Tote 
Anything, anytime, anywhere , this is one 
handy bag . Whether you' re a player or a 

spe ctator . It's b ig enough Inside for shoes, 
towel , clothes, thermos bott les, snack or 

what have you. A specia l outside 
pocket carries racquets or 

drawsheets . Either a shoulder 
strap or the carry handles 

can tote it away. Size 
15"H x S" W x 15" L 

totals approxi­
mately 1125 

cub ic Inches 



Plus little things that count ■ ■ ■ 

A collection of materials we've produced to make your game more enjoyable 

Up Against the Wall: Going for it ; Him vs 
Her, and Strandemo-these four "We Meet 
Again" posters were produced to mark 
Head's entry to the world (and market) of 
racquetball. Write us for the "We Meet 
Again" series and we'll send all four. Free. 

Then along the way we met this girl, write 
for the Head racquetbafl girl and we'll 
know what to send. Free. 

Head 
AMF Head Division/Racquetball 
4801 N. 63rd. 
Boulder, Colorado 80301 

Printed In U.S.A. 
All our racquetball products are 
Made in U.S.A . 

• 

Learning Aids in 
Strandemo's Strategy 

I 
I 

' ' ) 

' 

. .. . 

• I • I I 
This four poster series presents the very · 1 

basics of how to play racquetball. • I z 
Starting with Serves and Returns (1); _- .,, / I, / r' / 
through to the forehand and .- , · ' / ' · ' _.. / , , 11 

Opt;ons (3); f;oally, H;nde,s (4), what < :: . ?:_.,, , ' ~-..-backhand Strokes (2); to Scoring ) // / , / r ~ 

they are and who's at fault. Write us '/,:½~ < ~ ".:'~..,. 
for the Head Strandemo Strategy series ... · 
of posters and we'll send them . Free 

: ... : I I r.i 

.. 
~ ~ 

• 

A film for 
Group Entertainment 
and Tournament Aids 
Off the Wall . . . a ligh t hearted 15 min . 
filmed look at the sport (and essence) of 
racquetball. Write us for full particu lars 
about show ing a print of "Off the Wall." 
This film is part of Heads continuing com­
mitment to the growth of racquetball. 

For tournaments we have 32/62 
drawsheets and single match score cards . 
Let use know the size of your tournament 
and we'll take care of drawsheets and 
scorecards. 



p 
ALIFYING 

The Batt le For Last Place 

ou'r e a killer. Y 011're Lhc 
quickes t per on you 've ever 
b en on the court with. and 
some of the ge ts you make 
surp rise eve n you . Your 

kill off the back wall is so 
c1wcso111e that clisheartcn ecl opponc:nts 
f1gun· it\ your money c;hoL - until Lhey 
. cc your hnrld1a11dkill. You've won eve ry 
tournament in the: c;tate . and now that 
yo11're winning them in 0 1/ 1('1 suucc;, the 
next move is obvio uc; - t11rn pro . (Sec 
Rarq11<'lhall. I c em ber. I ~l79 .) 

It couldn't be eas ier. Simpl y check 
your handy ca lendar for the elate and 
place of t he nex t pro stop , . en d in the en­
tr y fee, head for the airp ort with dream s 
of the big win , and - boom! - fas ter 
than a photo n you're back home with out 
so much as hav ing seen a pro, much less 
upsetting one in a tense, round-of-32 
match. Welco me to the qua lifying 
rounds, the ordea l by fire for anyo ne who 
has the audacity to think he can break in­
to the big time . 

Th ere are 64 reaso ns why it's so toug h; 
reaso ns with names like Eg erman, 
Levine, and Harn ett. Th e nation's top 
amateur s arc all there toget he r, and eac h 
of them is very conce rned that he not be 
among the 56 players who will go home 
after qualifyin g clay, a littl e wise r and 
considerab ly poor er . Th e re will be only 
eight survivor s by the encl of the clay. 
They will step into th e eight open slots in 
the pro round -of-32 that begi ns the next 
clay. Eight s lots is not very many, and 
that's why eve rybody' s trying so hard . 
Nor will a would -be qualifier find the 
draw to be arrang ed quite as comfortably 
as it was back home . As John Egerman, 

Boise , Idah o's classiest racquetball ex ­
port , observes, "You've got thr ee match­
es in one day. That 's bad enough, but 
they 're tough mat ches from the very 
s tart. Th ese guys are going all out to 
qualify, and if you try to work into it 
grad ually, as you do when you're a top 
see d in an ordinary tournament, you'll 
find your se lf up with the spectators real 
fast." 

Egerman does n't spend much time in 
the bleac hers. Th e pro s were a little 
uneasy after watching him bre eze 
through his qual ifying rou nds at the 
Coors Racquetball Class ic, the NRC 
Pro /Am tournament in Denver, Colo., 
las t February. They figured Jerry 
Zuckerman, a th ird -year pro on the tour, 
would stop him in the pro round -of-32 . 
Aft er all, tha t's wh ere the qualifiers 
alway s cash in - well, a lmost alway s . 
Apparently Egerman, who had qualified 
for th e first time on th e '79-'80 tour, was 
not aware of the odd s aga inst him and 
went through Zuckerman with the same 
sty le he had used to dispat ch opponents 
of the day befo re: two quick games and a 
bri sk handshake . 

Something is wr ong , the pro s were tell ­
ing eac h other as they look ed down from 
their ether ea l realm of the round-of-16 . 
T he othe r se ven up sta rt s, those who, 
wi th Egerman, had ma naged to qua lify, 
had obliging ly followed the usual 
sce nario . Promi s ing young Mike Levine , 
(15 years old) from Roches ter, N.Y., who 
had qualified a month ea rlier at the Mem­
phis stop, bow ed out in Denver after a 
r es pec ta ble s howing against Rich 
Wagner. The mercurial Ross Harvey, of 
Canada and, mo st recent ly, San Diego, 
Calif., went down s hooting (and 
s houting) aga inst Jerry Hilecher, 
hind e red by a distract ing hand icap. "I 
forgot to empty my gym bag during the 
nigh t and had to fac e Jerry with wet 
g loves." he sa dly confessed . I<irk Wil­
liam s, qua lifying for the sec ond time, 

By George Bilgere 

gave Mike Yellen something to sweat 
about in the ir first game , but finally went 
out like a lamb, as did the rest of the 
qualifiers. 

Not a very impre ss ive showing, you 
say . But consid er what the se guys are up 
against. In one day, usually Wednesday, 
a player hoping to gain one of the eight 
open berths in Thursday 's pro round­
of-32 must ball le through round s-of-64, 
-32, and-16: three matc hes againsl some 
of the hott es t shots around. It's a system 
that a lot of people think is simply too 
demanding, and gives too great an ad­
vantage to the fres h pro (as if he needed 
nny help) a qualifi er must face the follow­
ing morning. Kyle Kamalu, from Provo, 
Utah, tried to qua lify in Denver but didn 't 
quite make it. "I'd like to see the tou rna­
ment organizer s spread the qualifying 
rounds over two clays instead of all in one 
shot. As it is now , if you're lucky enough 
to get thro ugh thr ee round s in one day 
against these guys, you can hardly stand 
up the next day," he comp lains. Mike 
Levine may have been feeling the effects 
of qualifying day when he lost to 
Wagn er, but he doesn't entir ely agree 
with Kamalu . On the contrary, Levine 
says : ''It's definitely an advantage for the 
pro who has to meet a qualifier who has 
played three match es the previous day. 
But I think it should be tough . If you're in 
shap e, three mat ches isn't that bad." 
Egerman fee ls the same way. "Three 
mat ches a day is OK - you should be in 
shape for it. But it would be nice if the 
matc hes could be spaced farther apart in 
the course of the day." 

It shou ld be noted, though, that this is 
youth speak ing . Many of the players try­
ing to qualify - Egerman. Levine, 
Harvey, and Brett Harnett, for example 
- are still in their teens. Harold Lujan, a 
veteran qualifier and current Colorado 
state champion who lost to Kamalu in the 
Denver qualifying rounds, is twice as old 
as Mike Levine. But if a three-matc h day 
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Je nn Egc,man demons trates fron1 couft pos111on ,n n1s. 10~1nq Quane d mal eflon ,1gcuns1 Sieve Sir.mdrrno 

here are 64 reasons why 
it's so tough; reasons with 
names like Egerman, Levine, 
and Harnett. 
has begun to see m like a lot of work to 
him, he is gracious aboul it. Luj an 
obse rves. "Ther e arc a lot of kids playing 
ra cquetb a ll out there today. They pu t in 
the tim e and work, and the y have th e 
desir e. They des erve to win . And when 
you get right down to it, it's rea lly th e 
bes t play ers wh o qua lify und er thi s 
system. Th ese kid s are in g reat condi ­
tion. If I can go thr ee mat ches, I'm sur e it 
can' t be too hard for them." Additional 
proof of th e kind of sta mina and 
resi lience these a thle tes possess is tha t , 
in Denver, some of them entere d both 
th e pro qualifyin g and the men's amat eur 
"Open" divis ion . That 's a lot of racquet­
ba ll in a few da ys . 

But eve n though the top players accept 
the current qua lifying sys tem, most of 
them have reco mme nded some chang es . 

38 Jul y/Au gu st 'BO Rac quetball 

Ross Har vey would like to see th e thr ee 
matches sp read over two days, even if it 
meant a grea ter expense to him in motel 
a nd food costs . Howeve r. some of the 
other young pla yers point out th at , whil e 
their schools are usually quite und er­
sta ndin g abo ut the class tim e the y miss 
while trave lling to tournam ents, there is 
a limit. Harvey him se lf concedes, " If you 
really work at qua lifying, your gra des 
will show it.·• And famed racq uet ball pro 
Steve Strand emo suggests that the com ­
panies that provide full or part ia l finan ­
cial sponsorsh ip for some of the players 
might not take kindly to footin g th e bill 
for an additiona l day . 

A recomm enda t ion tha t see ms mor e 
popu lar is tha t ther e be only two qua lify­
ing ro unds. The pro draw would then be 
expa nded to 64 to accomodate mor e 

--

qualifi e rs a nd more p layers wit h 
gu arant ee d bc nh s. "It would take a little 
awa y from the pro s a nd give a littl e to the 
quali fie rs," says Lujan . "Th e pros 
wouldn't like it becau se they'd have to 
p lay an ex tra rou nd . But a lot of the guys 
pla ying now a re good enough to have a 
shot at th e pr os. Th e s port ha'> grown 
and the syste m should grow with it. The 
kid dese rve th e chance.'' l<ylc l<amalu 
also favo rs this change . " ome of the 
qualifying matches arc a good as the 
firs t round in the pros . I th ink tha t 
enla rging the pr o dra w to 64, or eve n 128 
some clay, as th ey do in tennis. would not 
only g ive more guys a cha nce to play into 
the mon ey. but g ive the spec tato rs more 
to se c . May be the sport 's just loo small 
for that now ." But that' s not how the out· 
spoke n Ross Harvey secs it. "The pro 
rou nd of 64 is a gr ea t idea but it's not go· 
ing to happ en. Th e NRC doesn 't want to 
see th eir pr os get beat en ea rly. And 
some of th ese qualifiers ca n do that." 
Har vey him se lf, for ins tance, has rece nt· 
ly scored wins over Ben Koltun and Mike 
Yellen . 

Harvey's compl aint re nec ts a general 
discont ent amon g amateur p layers who 
consi stently qualify a t th e pr o stops only 
lo be s tc,ppc:d in the ·:~2~ by a Brumfit'lcl 
or a Yellen, then have to repeat the 
whole , gru eling pro cess a t th e next tour­
nament. Th ey feel that if the pros near 
th e bot tom of th e 24 se cur e berth s fail to 



V, 
~ 

----■e :r 
Q 

Jonn Eqerman (ngh l) keep s Steve Strandemo on !h e move ,n game two o l thei r qua rtcrf 1na1 mat ch 1n Denver Strandcmo won the 110-brea~cr 

omething is wrong, the 
pros were telling each other 
as they looked down from 
their ethereal realm of the 
round-of- 16. 

win their first round thr ee times in a row 
th ey shou ld have to qu a lify, ju s t as 
anyone else would. And th ere is a s trong 
fee ling amon g many qu a lifie rs that some 
of the lowe r-ranked p ros cou ld not sur ­
vive the qua lify ing round s. "T hey would 
qua lify," m a intai ns Strandemo, "but I 
de finite ly don' t think the y shou ld have to . 
Th ose guys have pa id th eir dues. Th ey 
deserve to hold the ir ran k. even if it's a 
st at iona ry rank that neve r goes above 23 
or 24. Som ehow, it 's never 25, eithe r. 
And I think if you ta lk to any of the se 
young qualifi e rs in five or s ix yea rs , 
when he's rank ed 22 or 23, you'll find he 
think s differently th an he does now." 

Breaking into the pros is tough , to be 
sure, but not imp oss ible. Dav e P ec k , 

now num be r tw o on the pro Lour a fter 
Hoga n , wa s s till go ing through qualif ying 
ro un ds a year ago . Lind se y Myers and 
Don Thoma s have a lso co me up rec entl y. 
"T he only way to ge l th ese old pr os out of 
th e re, " says Stra nclemo , "is for th e 
qualifi ers who rea lly want it, like Ege r­
man , lo ge t in th e re and ta ke it away 
from th em. " 

Ah , yes , Eg e rm an. Wh e n last we sa w 
him, th e pr os were eage rly awaiting his 
comeuppance at th e hand s of fea rso me 
Davey Bledsoe . But once aga in Eg erm an 
rewrot e th e anti c ipat ed sc rip t , us ing a 
blend of s mooth power and ma ste rful 
pinc h s hots to put Bledsoe out in thre e 
ga m es . ff th e pro s had bee n un easy 
bef o re. th ey were dow nri g ht sca red now. 

Th is kid, qua lifying for his first pr o tour ­
name nt in the seaso n, was in th e 
quart ers ! Now the burd en wa s on 
Stra nde mo. Ait e r game one he was 
wishin g it was on so meone else . For 
mos t of the way to his 2 l points Eg e rman 
looked as if he we re playin g a ro utine 
qualifying match, not the tournam ent 's 
num ber five seed . But in the last point s 
he see med to lose a s tep or two. Th e ef­
fort s of the past two clays had ta ken so me 
of the c rispn ess and power out o f his 
shots . Midway thro ugh th e sec ond ga me 
he ran out of gas altoget her, and 
Stra ndemo, s till a grea t play er at over 30, 
too k th tiebr eaker eas ily . "John ju st 
play ed too many mat ches," Strancl emo 
sa id ge nerously , "but as far as I know 
he's th e first person eve r to go throug h 
the qu alifying rounds to the pro quart e r­
final s . By doing that he's probab ly not 
on ly elimina ted hav ing to qualify in the 
futur e - he's shown the oth er guy s that 
it ca n be done. " 

Indeed it can and will be don e . But th e 
playe rs who do it will be the Egermans. 
th e Harn et ts and th e Levine s . And for 
th ose playe rs it may be worth it - they 'll 
make it eve ntu ally. In the mea ntime , 
th ere ar e a lot of other players suffering 
through th e grue ling worko uts of th e pro 
qualifying round s , and gett ing nowhere . 
The also- rans, they 're finding out it's not 
mu ch fun when you're battlin g for las t 
place.■ 
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JULY 4-6 

Firecraclcer Open (3) 
Court House I 
47 Hartford Turnpike 
Vernon, CT 06066 
Ron Mirelc 
203 -649 -0597 

Firecracker Open (3) 
Kings Courts 
Erie, PA 16509 
Bob Oliver 
814-868-9626 

JULY 10-13 
Summer Classic (3) 
Don Kessinger 's Court Club 
2611 S. Mendenhall 
Memphis, TN 38118 
Bud Hurley 
901 -682 -6661 
901 · 794 -9300 

AARA National Juniors 
Singles and Doubles (6) 
Kangaroo Kourts IV 
1988 Park Marina Dr . 
Redding, CA 96001 
Ed Martin 
916-221 -4405 

Southern Cal1lorn1 a 
Grand Pn x 
Irvine Clubhouse /Jul y 9 · 13/ 
17850 Skypark Blvd 
Irvine . CA 

Ro/lout Racqu e tb a ll Club 
19350 Busine ss Center Or 
Nort hndge . CA 

JULY 17-20 
Summer Classic (2) 
Don Kessinger 's Court Club 
1428 Merrill Dr. 
Little Rock, AR 72211 
501 -227-6401 

Southern Ca/1/orn,a 
Grand Pnx 
Racque111me 
1350 Grand Ave . 
San Marcas . CA 

Bakerst,eld Courthou se 
3500 21sl St . 
Bakersfield , CA 

JULY 24 -27 
Southern Cal1forn1a 
Grand Prtx 
West Covina Athletic Club 
3211 East Garvey Blvd . 
West Covina . CA 

• 
Rancho Ve rde 
rroIan Rac quetb all 
28000 South Wes re rn A ve 
San Pedr o. CA 

JULY 25-27 

• 

South Dakota Outdoor 
Racquetball Tournament (2) 
Sioux Park 
102 San Marco 
Rapid City , SD 57701 
Clint Koble 
605 -341 -6678 
605-394 -4167 

Arizona State 
Championships (2) 
Arizona Athletic Club 
1425 W. 14th St. 
Tempe, AZ 
Jack Nolan 
602 -839 -0036 (home) 
602 -894-2281 (club) 

Long Island Seamco 
Summer Classic (3) 
Universal and Centre Courts 
Long Island, NY 
Bill Dotte r 
516-862 -9241 

AUGUST 1·3 
Mataxa Open (3) 
Nor1h Courts 
4 Adar Swamp Rd. 
Glencove, NY 11542 
Al Seitelman 
516 -759-1700 

AMF Racquetball Classic 
for the Benefit 
of Leulcemia (3) 
Racquetball Plaza 
Central Ave. 
Scarsdale, NY 10583 
John Croke 
914-472 -1914 

AUGUST 7-10 
Southern Calllornt a 
Grand Pnx 
San Lu is Obispo 
Courthouse 
1020 Southwood Or. 
San Lu i s Obispo. CA 

Wal/banger Racquetball 
Center 
7402 Center Or. 
Huntington Beach. CA 

• 
AUGUST 8-10 
Castle Oak -AMF Head 
Racquetba ll Open (3) 
Swimming , Bar -B-Q 
Party, Fun 
Castle Oak 
Chesterfield (St. Louis) MO 
Bob Hardcastle 
314-532-0484 (home) 
314-532 -0500 (clu b) 

AUGUST 14-17 
So uth ern Cal tf orn1 a 
Grand Pnx 
Ven tura Cour rhouse 
3 760 Tele g raph Rd 
Ven tur a. CA 

M on tcla,r Racque t Time 
(s umm er shoo toul) 
55 15 Moreno 
M on tclatr, CA 

AUGUST 15-17 
Bently Club Class ic (3) 
Bently Club 
2301 Gr imes Dr. 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 
John Fr iend 
717-545 -4231 

Long Island 
Championships (3) 
Centre Court s 
40 Maple Av e. 
Roc kville Centre , NY 11570 
Bill Dott er 
516-536 -8700 

Na tional Car Rental­
Midsummer Classic (3) 
Gainesv i lle Racquetba ll 
Club 
Gainesville , FL 32601 
Van Dubolsky 
904-372 -2120 

AUGUST 21-24 
Sou rhern Cal tf orn1a 
Grand Prt x 
Roc k y "s Racquel World 
12 111 S l rath e rn St 
N o. Ho ll yw oo d . CA 

Sou thern Cal1forn 1a 
G rand Pnx 
San ta Ana At hlettc Club 
3 11 N o rr h Van Ness 
San ta A na. CA 

I 

I 



• 
AUGUST 22·24 
Blue Point Tournament (3) 
Blue Point Racquetb all Club 
9 A Montauk 
Blue Point, NY 11715 
Garrett Jones 
516·363 ·2882 

SEPTEMBER 4-7 
Southern California 
Grand P11x 
Stadwm Racquet Club 
5885 Rane/Jo Mi ss ion Rd 
San Diego . CA 

West End Tenni s e. 
Racqu e t Club 
4343 Spen ce r St 
Torrance. CA 

SEPTEMBER 5. 7 
Georgia State 
Championships (2) 
Court South 
Akers M i ll , GA 
Jim Cullen 
404 ·995 ·2120 

SEPTEMBER 11·14 
Best of the East (3) 
Racquetime 
168 Frankl in 
Walwick, NJ 07463 
Nick Elie 
201 -447 ·6565 

Sou th ern Cal1torn1a 
Grand Pnx 
Wes tlake Cour th ou se 
3 1425 Augoura Rd 
Wes tlake Vtlt age . CA 

Rancno Mesa Verde 
A/hie/IC Club 
1600 Adams 
Cos ta Me sa. CA 

SEPTEMBER 12·13 
75th Ann ive rsary 
Pennsylvania State Police 
Racquetball Tournament (2) 
Alpha Club 
Camp Hill, PA 
Bernie Howard 
717•66 7·2209 

SEPTEMBER 19·21 
Newport Open (3) 
Newport Playoff Club 
267 Green End Ave . 
Middleton, RI 02540 
Dennis Culberson 
401 ·438 ·1780 

• • 
SEPTEMBER 24 ·28 
F1nals ·Sou th ern Caltforn1a 
Grand Pnx 
Del Amo All Pro 
A thle t1c Club 
2 1345 Hawthorne Blvd 
Torrance . CA 

For comp let e details on all 
Sou thern California Grand 
Pnx tournamen ts con tact 
Crea/Ive Tournaments 
213 ·956 ·3300 

SEPTEMBER 26 ·28 
Yogi Berra/Lite Beer 
Grand Prix (3) 
Yog i Berra's Hall of Fame 
333 Gothic Plaza 
Fairfield, NJ 07006 
201 ·227 .4000 

Wal s h Steel/Royal 
Courts Open (3) 
Roy al Courts 
Wilke s •Barre , PA 
Bob Bakunas 
717·822 ·8900 

OCTOBER 10·12 
Columbus Day Weekend 
Shoot Off (3) 
21 s t Point Club 
McKown Rd . 
Albany, NY 12203 
Vince Wolanin 
518 -489·3276 

OCTOBER 16·19 
AARA Nat i onal Doubles (6) 
Playoff Club 
N ee dham, MA 
Luke St . Onge 
901 ·761 •1172 

OCTOBER 24 ·26 
Capitol Courts/Ormsby 
House Open (3) 
Capitol Courts 
3759 Gross Circle 
Carson City, NV 89701 
Rich Bennet • Mike Longero 
702 ·882 •9566 

OCTOBER 26 ·31 
1s t lnter •Service 
Racquetball Championships 
Mil i tary Only 
Lackland AFB 
San Antonio, TX 
S tev e Ducoff 
5 12·65 2·34 7 1 

• • 
OCTOBER 31•NOVEMBER 2 
Florida State Doubles (2) 
Van Duba/sky 904 ·372-2120 
Fred White 305 •473•3912 

NOVEMBER 14·16 
Yogi Berra/Lite Beer 
Grand Prix (3) 
Yogi Berra's Hall of Fame 
333 Gothic Plaza 
Fairfield , NJ 07006 
201 ·227•4000 

NOVEMBER 
Long Island Open (3) 
Centre Courts and Un iversal 
Racquetball Center 
40 Maple Ave. 
Rockville Center , NY 11570 
516 ·536 •8700 
6000 Sunrise Hwy . 
Massapequa, NY 11758 
516 ·799·4000 

DECEMBER 12·14 
Blue Point Tournament (3) 
Blue Point Racquetball Club 
9 A Montauk 
Blue Point, NY 11715 
Garrett Jones 
516 ·363 ·2882 

FEBRUARY 13·15 
Blue Point Tournament (3) 
Blue Point Racquetball Club 
9 A Montauk 
Blue Point, NY 11715 
Garrett Jones 
516 ·363 ·2882 

APRIL 10·12 
Blue Point Tournament (3) 
Blue Point Racquetball Club 
9 A Montauk 
Blue Point, NY 11715 
Garrett Jones 
516 ·363·2882 

AARA sanctioned 
tourn aments 1n bold 
(1)-1st level tournament 
(2)·2nd level tourn ament 
(3)-3rd level tournament 
(4)-4th level tourn ame nt 
(5)·5th level tournament 
(6)·6th level tourn ame nt 

• 



ATTENTION PHOTOGRAPHERS: Racquetball 
magazine is seeking freelance photographers to 
cover AARA sanctioned tournaments throughout 
the country . If you are interested in representing 
your area, please send samples of black and 
white sports photos (preferably racquetball) to : 
P.O. Box 16566, Memphis , Tn . 38116, ATTN . 
SETT WATKINS . Photos will not be return ed 
unless self-addressed , stamped envelope is 
enclosed . 

When it comes to Rac­
quetball sho es the Copenhagen by 
Patrick stands alone. We were the first 

Now available : 
The High -Top 
Copenhagen 

to develop a shoe specifically des igned for 
Racquetball. We didn 't take a tennis or bas­
ketball shoe and adapt it with a different 
sole; we started from scratch and built a 
shoe that nobody has come close to in 
quality and design . 

The Copenhag en is available at pro 
shops and fine Sporting Goods stores. Try a 
pair. You won't believe it! 

~PATRICK 
You owe it to your feet™ 

45 East 30th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016 (212) 686-8052 
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FIRST SER VICE 

NEW 
COURT 
CLUB 
OPENINGS 
Landis ville, 
Pennsylvania 

Ind ian pr ing s Racque t Club. lorat('cl 
i11 Landi svi lle. ha s bee n open 110w ror 11h 
years. Th e origi na l facility i11rluclt·s 
se ven indo or tC'11nis court<;, rive racque t­
ball/handball courts. a ri111cs~ center and 
rull loc ker roo m amenities. 

On Ma, 10t h. Indian pring s opened 
an additional buildin g Th is faLility 111-
clud es six racquet ball/handball co urt~ 
(tw o with glass back wall,;;, blue lllll('d 
sidewalls ror tourn a ment play. and 
seating for 250 peo ple). T he c lub a l,;;o or­
rer s memb e r hip to th e "Fi tness Ce nte r ," 
equipped with 19 pieces or auti lus 
Equipment, exerc ise bikes. aerobic 
da nce classes ror women. and outdoor 
running trail s. 

Indian pring s Ra cque t Club now has 
s even ind oo r te nni s cou rt s. 11 racquet­
ball /handball co urt s, and a lug er 
"fitn ess Center ." Indian. pnn gs Racquet 
Club is located al 949 C hu rcl, t., Lan· 
d isvi lle . Penn . . 17538. Call 7 17-898-0101 
ror run her inrormati on . 

Albany, 
New York 

The Tw e nty F irs t Point Club rr1rqut ·l­
hall fac ilit y o pened last sp r in.~ 011 the 
/\lbany /Cuild e rlancl Cit y and Town lim"; 
in th e s tate: or Nc:w York . Th r Club rn n­
sists or 12 regu lation racquC'tball court:--. 
eight reaturing gla ss back wa lk In mlcl1-
1io11. there is a smaller t hirt ee nth rnu rl 
clcsign ecl specifically ro r junior racquc·l­
ball e rs. T he junior court al-;o ha-; a glass 
b,1ck wa ll. so thal par e nt~ ma y view the 
pr og ress or their youngst e rs. 

01 her amenitie s or th e dub im·luclc­
saunas. a large coed whirlpo ol . cxcc rnse 
room and locker rooms ru,turing oak 
loc ke rs . Des ign ed by the awarcl -wi1111i11g 
archite cL. Clark Shaughn r~sy. I he club 
was built by Vinc e nt a nd Gr ego ry 
W ola nin and is located on Mcl<own l~oacl 
off We ste rn /\venue at Mcl{ owns (;ro ve 
in Alb any, .Y .. 12203: :ilH - 189<!:t?Ci .• 



WINNING POINTS 

STEP 
ONE 
INSTRUCTION FOR BEGINNERS 
By Ralph Wickstrom 
EDITORS NOTE . /?alp!, I,. Wid i' lrom 
mau//1orl'd //,c lwolt Racqu etb all a nd 
Paddl eball Fundam ental s. /-fr is a /im ­
f rsso1 al l?i/Jo11 Coll<'J;<' 111 Rip o11, Wi srn11 
~in. and a ; i·c•r la11r<· 1!'ritcr. 

Beginning ra cqu etball is filled with 
delight s , tempt a tions a nd fru <;tr a tion . . 
Th e beginn e r 1s drlif.{hl<•d to find that the 
ball ic:; ver y boun cy a nd sta ys within th e 
confine s of the court reg a rdless of how 
vigorously or how poorly it has bee n hit. 
Th i~ ear ly realization lead s to th e lcm/ i/a ­
l io11 to na il awa y at th e ball and en ­
coura ges the beg inner to sue umb to th e 
att rac tion of the power gam e. Th e ea rly 
delight s and thrill s con nected to th e use 
of power ar c gr ea t while th ey las t but 
usually a rc short-l ived . Th ey g-ivc way to 
ji-11slmlio11 when the bal l rep eated ly go s 
a. tra y. Th e chron ic inac ura c y of cager 
beginners finally br ee ds frus tration a nd 
racquet s and court wall s s uffer the co n­
sequ ences. 

It 1s very impo rt ant for th e beginner to 
avo id prob lems ass ociat ed with the 
powe r gam e dur ing the ear ly st ages of 
s troke deve lop ment. /\ mong th e key 
prob lems i. the failure to mov e into the 
ball when hitting. Thi s problem can be 
see n broad ly as the lack of forward i111-
/mlse in a str oke rega rdle ss o f whet he r 
there i. or is not eno ugh tim e Lo turn and 
step into the hit. 

In order for th e pr oble m to be 
und erstood clear ly, one particula r 
feature need s a bit more explanation . It 
is perfectly natural for beg inn ers who arc 
learn ing to st rik e obje cts with im­
pleme nts (as in badmint on , gol f, tennis, 
etc .. as well as racquetb a ll) to be "arm 
swingers." Th at is , they have a tend ency 
to swing most ly with the arm or arm s, as 
the-case ma y be-. with out s ignifi ca ntly in­
volving the res t of th e body. This lead. to 
a swing that is primarily aro1111d rath er 
than one which is an effective s tep- swing 
sequence o f forwar d and aro1111d 

move me nt s. Moreove r, the aro1111d 
as pec t o f the swing is exagg erat ed when 
the player trie s to hit with increa singly 
more force . 

To minimi ze the major difficultie con­
n ctcd with the develop ment of power 
s tr oke s , th e beginne r, either with the 
as . istan ce of an in tru ctor or by him self, 
should empha s iz moving into the ball, 
<;hould focus on the forwa rd impul se of 
the racqu et hand. and should st res ac­
cura cy in cv ryth ing don in pra ctice . 

Rank b ·ginnc rs a nd Lho e s till 
opera tin g a t a fa irly rudim entar y leve l o f 
skill will find th e following drill s of par ­
t icular va lue in developing those aspect s 
of technique nee ded for acc ur acy in rac­
quetball . 

1. Drop a11d !-lit. ince thi s is a cross ­
court d rill , lhc playe r tart s in a se mi­
crouche d position faci ng th e fron t wall 
wit h rig ht s houlder about five fee l fro m 
th e right s idewall (Figure 1 ). T he ball i 
dropp ed from abou t kn ee heighl so it will 
lan d a t a poi nt away from the body and 
even with the forw ard foo t. It is hil at a 
low imag inary targe t whi ch is s traight 
ahea d , wi th a forehan d s tr oke, and the n 
ca ught or retri eved afte r it rebound s 
from the lef t s idewall. Each time the ba ll 
1s dropped a nd hit, the e ntir e body 
hou lcl move toward th e targc l. 
Drop a11d hit can be use d to pract ice 

both fore hand a nd bac kh a nd stroke s bu t 
eac h s hould be deall with se para te ly. A 
playe r might hit e ight to ten ba lls on th e 
forehand s ide and then s wit ch a nd do the 
sa me on the back han d s ide . T his will 
prov ide e nough hi ts to g roove a s troke 
temp ora rily be fore cha nging. 

Acc urat e dropping of th e ball in re la­
tion to th e forward foo t is essent ial 
because it allow s co rr ec t mec ha nics to be 
u ·eel in the str okes. Anoth er point of 
techniq ue tha t requ ires und erlini ng is lhc 
prop er move me nt of th e ra cq uet hand. It 
must mo ve forw ard and continue in that 
dir ec tion a flc r th e ball has bee n co n· 

t---"-----L 
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FIGURE 1 

tac led . Emph a is on thi s move ment is a 
great help in deve lopi ng the idea of a for· 
wa rd impul se. 

2 . Forehand Rally . Thi s exercise is 
done in the sa me crossco ur t direction as 
the drop a11d hit drill. Us ing the forehand 
s tr oke only, the play er drop s the ball. 
hit s it, and con tinu es lo rally as the ba ll 
ret urn s . If the ball ca nnot be k pt within 
abou t lwo fee t of th e noor and str aight. 
the ra lly should be stopptd and a new one 
s tart ed . Consis te ncy in the amount of hit ­
t ing force and in ea rly preparati on for th e 
nex t s troke helps se t up a rh ythm that is 
imp orta nt in rallying. An a tt empt houlcl 
be mad e to increase the numb er of co n­
sec utive. accur ate hit s in each rally. 

3. Bacldiand Rally. Same as Drill No. 2 
excep t tha t only the backhand strok e is 
used. It is es pec ially important to s top 
the drill and res tart whenever the ball is 
oul of co ntrol and cannot be hit effective­
ly. Beginn ers find it difficult to mak e 
cont ac t ahead of the body consistentlv 
with the bac khand and might have to 
re turn lo drop and /iii to rega in the feel­
ing of that as pec t of the s trok e. 

An important s ide benefit of these . as 
well as sub seque nt drills, is the contribu­
tion they make to the development of 
--racquet face awaren ess. " This is much 
more than just a fan cy term. It is an im­
portant conc ept and a critical part of 
s tr? ke techniqu e. It mean s that the play­
er I awar e of the position of the face of 
t~e racquet and has it in the desired po~i­
t1on wh en the ball is contacted. The act-
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ual pos ition of th e racquet face at contact 
is produc ed by a combination of grip and 
stroke tec hniqu e and can vary con­
siderably. At point of contact, the rac­
quet face could be anywh ere in the ver­
tical plane betwee n the ex tremes of open 
(mostly facing upw ard) and closed {most­
ly facing downward) and anywhere in the 
lateral plane betw een th e extremes of 
right or left. All the other aspects of 
stroke technique can be perf ec t, but the 
hit will be accurate only if the racquet 
face is in the correct position as the ball 
is struck. Since fast hitting is not impor­
tant in the crosscourt drills already men­
tioned, the play er has ade quat e time to 
deal with "racqu et face awareness" as 
well as the forw ard impulse . 

4. Low Crosscourt Rally. Controlled 
repetition of the low shot is the objective 
of this drill so forceful, erratic hitting 
must be avoid ed. The player simp ly 
drops , hits and keeps the ball going with 
either a forehand or a backhand stro ke . 
The ball must be kept low and hit with 
approximately the same amount of force 
each time . A low ball coming back dire ct­
ly at the body is an awkward return for a 
beginner. It should be played with a 
backhand stroke and a forward pushing 
motion. Turning the body in preparation 
for hitting either a forehand or a 
backhand stroke is desirable becaus e it 
puts the whole body in position to 
become involved in the forward impulse. 
If there is not enough time to turn and 
the body is still facing the targ et when 
contact is made, there is a tende ncy to 
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commit lat eral erro rs by pus hing or pull­
ing the ball. For that rea son, a con tinua­
tion of the forward movement of the rac­
quet hand is cri tical when making these 
forward facing returns. 

5. Crosscourl Pol(ler Serve. A verti cal 
piece of tape or some other easi ly 
removable target is plac ed on the front 
wall of the cou rt lo serve as a targ et. Th e 
target shou ld represen t the appropr iat e 
ang le and height for a serve that will be 
low and into the backhand corner of the 
court. The player serves from a position 
in the se rvice area about four to five feet 
from the forehand wall, and follows ou t 
at the target {Figur e 2). As the power is 
increased in this type of serve, the 
previously mentioned tendency to rotate 
excessively and pull the ball off line 
becomes a problem . The resu lt is a serve 
that goes at an obtuse angle, reboun ds 
off the sidewall in front of the service 
line, and heads conveniently toward the 
receiver. 

Two aspects of serving technique 
enhance the quest for the forward im­
pulse and lessen the rotation that 
detracts from accuracy and effect ive 
power . The first point is the dropping of 
the ball from about knee height and well 
forward so the server must step into the 
hit. The low drop obviously will produce 
a low rebound and force the second point 
which is the use of the underarm rather 
than the waist-high sidearm swing com­
monly employed by beginners . Th is 
underhand power stroke is tremendous ly 
important in the overall racquetball 

1' t 

' I I 
: I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I ' 

I 

I 

1¥1 

: 

FIGURE • 

ga me. It is // I(' bas ic s troke used in low 
shots , es pecially in att empt ed kills, from 
nearl y every spot on the court. 

6. Forehand Do11•n !hr Li11r. T he playe r 
s tand s five to eig ht fee t from the right 
sidewall an d about five feet behind the 
shor t se rvice line , fac ing th e wa ll, br1ll in 
left hand , and body bent fon varcl at the 
waist. Th e ball is toss ed gent ly so it 
strik es the wall a foot from the noor and 
a foot towar d th e front wall from the left 
foot (Figur e 3). Afte r the ball rebounds 
from the wall and bounces once, the 
pla yer steps int o the ball and hits it down 
the line with a smooth un de rarm 
forehand st rok e . Th e follow-through is 
straigh t and low. It is esse nt ial to have 
low con tact and low follow -thro ugh. T he 
beginne r typ ica lly toss es the ball too 
hard and is cramp ed or toss es it too high 
and is forced to use a sidea rm rat her than 
an underarm s trok e. Begi nn ing playe rs 
also tend to swing too hard and by so do­
ing are erra tic and de fea t the purp ose of 
the drill. It is some times usef ul for a 
playe r to pr ecede the dr ill with a few 
underarm thr ows (not tosses) down the 
line , to get the gen eral feeling of the 
stro ke. 

7. Backhand Down the Li n<'. Thi s is the 
same basic drill as No. 6 exce pt it is done 
to the backhand side(Fi g ure 3). Success 
in the backhand drill is possible only if 
the toss against the wall is reaso nabl y ac­
curate and the ball reb ounds in front of 
the forward foot allowing th e player to 
swing out and thro ugh . Balls bounding 
off the wall beh ind the forward foot 



usually end up being hit against the 
backhan d sidewall rather than go ing 
straight down the line. Hard swinging 
again poses the probl em of too much 
"around ," and re sult s in a pull ed shot 
rather than one with the desi red forwa rd 
impulse. 

8. Deep Rally. The player stands abo ut 
five feel behind the short se rvice line and 
rallies aga inst the front wall keepi ng the 
ball in the rig ht or the left half of the 
court (Fig ure 4). T he rebounding ball 
may bounce more than one time before 
being hit , but may not be hit in front of 
the start ing point. Whil e this appear s to 
be a very simple dril l, it is dece ptively 
difficult for beg inners. Consis tent for­
ward impul se is usually lacking and a fter 
one or two hits the ball ca rom s off the 
sidewall or is mis -hit to the other side of 
the court . Continuity in the de ep rally 
can be improved if the playe r turn s 
before hitting , steps into the ball , and 
follows th rough after each hit. 

FIGURE 5 

9. Crosscour/ & ck Wall Drill. Th e 
player sta nds facing the ba ck wall, in a 
position about four feet from the left 
sidewa ll. T he ba ll is thr own ge ntly at the 
floor abo ut a foot from the wall so it 
bounces aga inst the s idewall and then re­
bound s toward the oppos ite sidewall 
(Figure 5). Th e ball is played low aga inst 
the oppo s ite sidewa ll with an underarm , 
forehand swing . A sideways step and 
weight shift provid e the forward impul se 
for the shot. T he tendency to ove r sw ing 
should be kept und er control in favor of a 
smooth low follow-t hrough. Th e sa me 
drill can be use <l for the back hand back 
wall stroke . The ball must rebound from 
the wall far enou gh so the pla yer can s tep 

into it with a sweep ing forward swing 
and make contact off the forwa rd foot. If 
the starling throw wit h the left hand can­
not be managed , the ball can be dropp ed 
and hit aga inst the oppos ite sidewa ll and 
then played with the underarm back hand 
back wa ll st rok e after it has rebound ed 
off the near sidewa ll. 

FIGURE 6 

10. Long Court & ckwall Drill. Thi s is 
the sa me dri ll as No. 9 do ne from the 
back court tow ard the front wall (Figure 
6). T he ball must be contacted low and 
car ried forward with a low troke . tep­
ping into the ball and following forward 
with the racque t hand will help keep the 
ball low and straight. 

Working with a low boun ce off the 
back wall is vitally important in groovi ng 
the und e rarm str okes that produc e low 
front wall shot s. If the ball rebounds high 
off the bac k wall , beginn ers invariably 
use a sidea rm or overa rm stroke which 
has too much rota t ion, not enough for­
ward impulse, and too much height. 

Th e se ries of dri lls ju st desc ribed ca n 
be of co nsidera ble value in the improve­
ment of cer tain aspects of bas ic racquet · 
ba ll st rokes. Howeve r , the amou nt of 
value derived from any one of the drills is 
largely depe ndent upon how it is per­
form ed. A play er mu st co ncentrat e on 
proper exec uti on and try to repeat with 
accuracy. Sloppy execution during a drill 
act ually has a nega tive effect on skill 
deve lopmen t and fina lly is a waste of 
time. It must be rem ember ed that a drill 
is controll ed pr ac tice and a ge nu ine ef­
fort should be made to stay within the 
spec ified contro ls . If U1al can be don e, 
th e goa ls of the dr ills ca n be achieved and 
th ere will be improv ement in the forward 
impul se use d in racquetba ll strok es. • 

... WEHAVEYOUR 
RACQUET 

A.M.F. VOIT RACQUETS 
IMPACT ONE. ....... ......... ........ . .. .. 39 .95 
X-C .. .. ... .... ...... ... ... ...... ... .... .. . ... 39.95 

EKTELON RACQUETS 
250G .... . .. ..... . .. . . ... .. .......... .. ....... .. .... . 
MARATHON GRAPHTTE. ....... .... . .. 36 .95 
MAGNUM .... .......... .. . . .. ... ....... .. ...... ... . 
MAGNUM A.EX ... . .. . . . ...... .... .. ..... ...... . . . 
JERRYHll..ECHER .............. . ... .. 36 .95 
XL Bill.: SCHMIDTI<E. ..... .... ...... 33 .95 
A.EX . .. .. .. .. . ...... . .. ... .. ..... .. .. ....... 29.95 
JENNIFER HARDING ... . ....... . ... .... 27 . 95 

THE SWINGER RACQUETS 
ntE SWINGER .. .... .. .. . . ..... .......... 21 .95 
ntE lADY SWINGER ............... . ... 21 . 95 
ntESWINGER 11 .. . ..... . ..... .......•... 21 .95 
THEALUMINUM SWINGER .... .... .. 24 .95 

THE BANDIDO RACQUETS 
THE BANDID0 ... . ...... . ............ ... . 21.95 
THELITil.EBANDIDO ... . .... .... ...... 21. 95 
THE GRAPHITE BANDI0O .... . .. . 31 .95 

THESIGNATURE RACQUETS 
THE CHARLIE BRUMAEI.D 

ALUMINUM . .. ... .. . . .. ...... . ......... 29 .95 
TH E CHARLIE BRUMAELO 

COMPOSITE .. ........... .. ... ....... .. 27 .95 
ntE"PROONL Y-............... .. ...... . . 22 .95 

THE GRAPHITE RACQUETS 
ntEGRAPHITE PERFORMER .... ... 25 .95 
ntE GRAPHITE COMPETITOR .. . .. 4 7. 95 
TH E GRAPHITE I 00 ... ....... . .......... 94 .95 

ALDD.A RACQUETS 
PISTOL.. . .. .. . ..... . ...... . ....... ... ... . .. 34 .95 
SIDEWINDER .. ... . .. .. .. ... .. ... ... . .. .. 24 .95 

VITTERTRACQUETS 
THECOBRA ........ . . ...... . .. ......... ... 32 .95 
ll-tE El.JMINATOR .... ... .. .. .... ....... . 29 .95 
THEDEVASTATOR. ............. . .. .. .. . 26 .95 
THECI.ASSI C ... . . ..... ... ..... . .. ........ 22 .95 

RACQUETS BY WILSON 
NEWTHEADVANTAGE ..... . .. ........ 32 .95 

RACQUETS BY HEAD 
ENDURO .... .. .................... . .. . ...... n e w 
HEAOPRO ........... ... .. . .. . ........ ... .. 34 .95 
MASTER ................ ........ ............ 29 .95 
Cov~ ,s included wnh .-ill , .-.cqu~,s Add ":-2 7r, P-'r 
racqu~t fo r po<t,, g<! a nd h.-indhng APO '!>2 l' tr,, 

LEACHBAGS 
TOURNAMENT BAG .... . . . ... . .... . ...... 9 .95 
BLUEC LUBBAG ... ........ ......... ..... 15.95 
lADIES'SHOULDERTOTE ..... ....... 15.95 

EKTELON BAGS 
All. ·PRO BAG ... . . ..... . . .................. 9 .95 
RACQUETBALl..ERBAG ... . ........... . 14. 95 
Add $ l f ,0 P"' bag for pos t,,g~ and handhng 

GLOVES 
SARANAC .... ... . ... . ........... ......... . . . 5 .95 
ll-tEOTHERGLOVE ....... ..... . . ......... 9 .95 
CHAMP ION ............. .. .. ... .. . ....... . . . 5.95 
Postage 50 C per pair. Sizes SX·S•M•Ml •l •XL. 

SHOES 
FOOT JOYTIJFFS .......... . .. .. .. . . .. . $21 .95 
LOTTO NEWPORT .. ... ..... . .. ........ S 19 .95 
LOTTO MIKE YB.l.EN . ...... . ... .. .. .. S 21 . 95 
Pl.-,."1wor caDlo.our..,h-i'll«Uol. 

We s hip C.0 .0 . at $2 .00 extra . 

ATHLETE'S CORNER 
P .O . Box 16995 , Dept . R7 

MONEY l'tantation,Fla .33318 CERT. 
ORDERS Phone(305)475-0327 CKS. 

I. 1'1-\onSut,joa 10 a-,go . _. 
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'INGPOINTS 

FINE­
TUNING 
THE RIGHT STEPS FOR WINNING 
By Mike Yellen 
(EDITORS NOTE : Mike Yellen, current­
ly ranked number two on the pro circuit, is 
a member of the Ektelon professional 
player advisory staff) 

You see a Jot of fancy footwork on the 
professional racquetball ci rcuit. 
Everyone has their own style. Rich 
Wagner, for instance, scurries around 
the court like a chipmunk. Charlie Brum­
field looks like he 's always in the midst of 
one giant step; while Jerry Hilecher 
seems to get around by diving from one 
side of the court to the other. 

While everyone has his own favorite 
style of movement, most are ju s t varia­
tions of the same method . None are real ­
ly exotic . Getting around a racquetball 
court is not such a complicated pro­
cedure. In fact, it's pretty basic. 

I like to think of my footwork as fine­
tuning a radio . When retrieving a shot, I 
start out with large, Charlie Brumfield 
type steps that will carry me across the 
court to the vicinity of the ball as quickly 
as possible. When the ball hits the front 
wall and I can see which direction it is 
headed, I'm tuning in my station. Then, 
as both the ball and I get to the same area 
of the court, I fall into a shuffle similar to 
the small steps Wagner always uses . 
Here I'm fine-tuning my radio for the 
best reception possible. rm trying to get 
my body into the best position in relation 
to the ball. You can't do that when you 
take giant steps. 

Sometimes, of course, you may be 
forced to take a Hilecher-like dive for the 
ball. Although in most cases it's much 
better to be able to step into your shots, 
as you11 have more control over where 
the ball is going. Therefore, your posi­
tioning on the court can have an impor­
tant bearing on your footwork. 

Ideally you want to be stepping for­
ward toward the front wall and into the 
ball when shooting. Therefore, you posi ­
tion yoursell a little behind the ball 
whenever possible. Few players have 
problems moving forward into position. 
'nult's a very natural movement. Foot­
work become8 important, though, when 
you have to move sideways or 
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backwards. 
When you're forced to shoot toward 

the front wall while moving sideways or 
toward the back wall, you are going 
against the grain , in a sense . A good way 
to make it easier on yourself, then, is to 
try to maintain a position on the court 
which will enable you to rea ch the ball in 
time to be moving forward when you hit 
it. As we all know, the idea l position for 
most situations is center court - the 
seven-foot circle behind the short line. In 
addition, the way you position your body 
in ce nter court will influence your foot­
work and your ability to get to the ball 
quickly . 

When waiting for my opponent 's shot, 
I always take up a position with my toes 
on one of two diagonals . I imagine these 
diagonals running from the front comers 
to the rear comers of the court, criss­
crossing at center court . I line up on the 
same side of the court as my opponent 
behind me, my toes on the imaginary 
diagonal and facing the front comer on 
that side . This affords me a good view of 
my oppon ent out of the side of my eye 
and enables me to cover his shots with 
the least difficulty. 

Once he gets to th e area o f the cour t wh ere the ball ls go­
Ing to drop, Yel len swi tch es from large strides to a shuf ­
fle s tep to get Into the best position possible . 

Naturally, this is a position for after the 
serve, or whenever your opponent is 
behind you. If you are receiving the serve 
or retrieving a shot to the back court, it is 
irrelevant. Then, you will be running 
forward and, as I mentioned, we don't 
have to worry about footwork in that 
situation. 

After serving, I move back into this 
center court/diagonal position with a 
shuffle step, since I'm already in the area 
where I want to be. I don't need to take 

Toes lined up on an Imag inary d iagonal , Mike Yellen can 
either step over with his right foot to cover a down -the ­
ll ne pass or pivo t on his left foot and step out wi th his 
right to cover a shot across the co urt 

large steps , as I could easi ly overrun the 
position . 

The shuffle step is nothing more than 
pushing off with one foot, planting the 
other about shoulder distance apart, and 
bringin g the original push-off foot up to 
it. If you've ever played basketball, the 
step should come naturally to you on the 
racquetball court. The sh uffle works for­
ward , backward or sideways. 

The only potential danger is in cross· 
ing your feet during this movement. The 
result could be tangled feet and a hard 
fall to the ground . When taking a 
crossover step, make it wide of the other 
foot. 

From my center court/diagonal posi­
tion , I can cover a down-the-line shot in a 
single step. In the above photo, for exam­
ple, I can cove r my practicing partner, 
Nath an Martin 's down -the-line shot just 
by ste pping over with my right foot. If he 
shoots across court , I can pivot on my 
left foot, sw inging my right foot around 
and back in the first of one or, maybe 
two, initial large steps before I break 
down into my shuffle st ep. 

As I mentioned before , I want to be 
positioned ju st behind the ball so that I 
can step into it when I shoot. Whenever 
possib le, I want to set up for a normal 
stroke, shooting the ball off my front foot 
while ste pping toward the front wall. 

But that's not always possible. In those 
situations when the ball comes right back 
at you while your feet are still planted a 
shoulder's width apart, don't worry about 
shuffling your feet around to get set up. 
Just shoot with an open stance, flicking 
the ball for a pinch or re-kill with your 
body facing front , if necessary . With any 
luck, your opponent will be out of posi­
tion after his shot and you can cut the 
ball off and put it down before he has a 
chance to recover. 

Remember then, larg e ste ps to carry 
you across the court and a shuffle to fine­
tune your position . Lining up on one of 
the diagonals that cross center court will 
give you a head start on the ball and, of 
course, you should try to set up for it if 
you can. When you get thi s footwork for­
mula down pat, it should be music to 
your ears - the music of victory ·• 
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SP E CIAL SECTION 

The Best of Racquetball 

01or., Feature ., Instruction 
Final AARA Rankings 

HERE IT IS - THE BEST OF RACQUETBALL. WITH A NEW SE/\SON OF 
Lournam e nLs ju st around the co rner. we thought iL an ap pr op riat e : ime to tak e a 
look at what we did last sea ·on. As it was a good yea r for us . it was diffi cult to 

choo e the "besl. " Th ere were man y thing s 10 consider. so to sa tis fy th e curiou s, 
thi s is what we chose and why: 

For hum or . we co ulcln't res ist anot her look al Ed WeaLhe rs· "Ra cquet ball 2,000.' ' 
Quit e s impl y. it makes us laug h eve ry time we read il. We hop e you will too. And. 

fact or fiction. it pr ov ides so me inte res tin g food for thoug ht on racque lball' s 
futur e. 

And spea king o f racquetba ll's futur e - it wa · with thi s in mind tha t we found 
Tom Martin 's "Courting Tim e. RacquC'lball Woo s the Ladies ," inte res ting to 

review. It' s a lrea dy out dated. we're glad Lo say . Th e lot o f wom en racquetballers 
has imp roved co ns idera bly s ince we first exa min ed thi s issue. ror exa mpl e . the 

Women's Pr ofess ional Racquet ball Association (WPRA) has ju s t co nc luded a suc­
cessf ul se a on of tournam enls with the firs t \,Vomen's Nationa l · -a comm endable 

ac hieve ment for a group that was non -ex is tent only last yea r . rurth enn ore . the top 
ama teur eve nt for wom e n . the Women ·so tournam ent. had more parti c ipant s this 
yea r than e ver before. Wom en hav e come a long- wa y - read Martin' s article and 

you'll see jus t how far. 
Not only have women racquclball er · increase d in numb er. but th eir overn ll skill 

lev I has a lso impr ove d . In fact . the skill leve l of all racq uetballer s set' ms Lo hav e 
impr ove d. as ev idence d by incr ease d tou rn ;imenl participation . \Ve like to think 

thi s i clue, in par t. to our con tinu ed empha sis on ins tructional articles geared to all 
le,·c ls o f player s. So, naturally, we felt co mpelled to include one of ou r bett er in­

s tructi onal articl es from th e past yea r. /\nd, s ince Mike Yellen has worked his way 
from th e bot tom of the lis t to the numb er l wo s lot on the pro l·ircuit. we l hought it 

only fit t ing to re pea l one of his a rticl es. \-Vho knows. perh aps it's his special 
meth od o f "Drive hot ·" that's help ed him make hi way to the top . At any rate. it 

couldn 't hurt to take another look at what he say s. 
finall y. the 1980 J\ARA Ranking s are included in thi s se ction. Based on AARA­
·a nctionccl eve nt s. thi s is th e firs t attempt to systematically rank the top amateur 

pla ye rs in th e cou ntr y in eac h division . And. : incc thi s is the "Best of Ran111clball. ·· 
how could we 110/ includ e the best players? 

Whil we' ve tried to recap tur e some of the highlight s from tht· past year. we do 
hav e big plan s in the works for the coming sea son. In fact. given the natur e of our 

work. we· rc a lwa ys trying Lo surpa s:--what' s been done in the past. So. it's only 
natural we conclude by saying, thi s may bL' las t year' s best - but for this yea r. the 

best is yet to come. 
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RAC□UETBALL 

A FANTASY 

BY ED WEATHERS 
48 July/ August '80 Racquetball 

-- anuary 1, 2000 A. D . = It '_s a beautiful day, := cnsp and cold, not a = cloud in th e sky. A 
- great day to kick off 
the new century . But fo r Robert 
Martin , it 's ju st anoth er work 
day. Martin is chief tour guid e at 
th e fam ed Museum of Racqu et­
ball Hist ory, and N ew Year's 
Day is always one of the m use­
um 's busiest tim es. ' 'W here do 
they all com e from , ' ' Martin 
wonders as he pr ep ares to con ­
d11ct his fiftee nth tour of the 
day . Pausing a m oment to mak e 
sure he has everyone's attent ion, 
Martin beg ,·ns his m onologu e­
s/owly m easuredly, confide ntly. 
It 's a fa m tliar spi el, one he has 
done ma ny times bef ore . .. . 

' ' \.Velcome . lad ies and ge ntleme n . to 
th e M use um of Racquetb~ill H isto ry. Ar c 
we all wea rin g ou r two -ply radial 
r ac q ue tba ll hoes - co u rt esy o f th e 
House of Henri. the last word in 
racquetball appar el? Good. You might 
well ask why the mu cum requi re,; you 
to wear th ese shoes durin g your tour. 
Th e reason is simple . T he floo rs of our 
ga lleries are ve ry special : they ' re made 
of wood . Yee;, wood - the very c;ame 
m a te ri a l fro m w h ic h th e ea r li es t 
racquctba l I co urt floo rs were fac;hioned. 
Wood - whi ch s ince the Oil A poca lyp e 
of '88 has been forbidden for bu ilding 
pur po. cs and is now available on ly as a 
fuel. 

' ' Th ank s to a spec ial dispensati on 
s tee red throu gh the U .S. Congress in 
199/i by th en -Sena to r Mil ton ' Kil l Shot ' 
M eeker , th e build ers of our mu seum 
were allowed to use thi prec ious 
ma teria l in the int e rest of auth ent icity. 
Oth er th an th e mu seum ' full - cale 
replica of an an cient right -ang led court ­
whic h we sh all see late r - th ere is only 
one oth er wood en-floor ed court in the 
country : th e on e Pr es ident Meeker 
instal led four year s ago in th e rec roo m at 
the Whit e H ouse. As we to ur the 
museum , think wha t it mu st have been 
like for th e earl y grea ts of our nati onal 
pastime to have played th e ga me on a 
surface cut from living tr ees . Th ose of us 
accustomed to modern day silicoid court s 
might well shake our heads in wonder . 

"Speaking of the greats of racquetball 
history, let me now dr aw your att ention 
to the ceili ng of this , our entry -way 
rotunda. The painting you see far above 



us is titl ed 'T he Ro ll-Out o f Creation.' 
The main figure of th e painting - the one 
whose right hand is reachin g out to 
inspire new life into the recli ning athlete 
and whose left hand cradles an ancie nt 
racquet - is of co ur se the Fath er of the 
Game, Joe Sobek. A mom ent o f silence 
is traditional among tho se who view the 
painting. for it was Sobek wh o saved u 
from the tyranny of that barbaric sport 
which but for him might have flouri shed 
in the land . I am spea king, as you know , 
of handball. which is now outlawed in 
civilized nation . Note th e swollen palm s 
of the reclining player, the agony as he 
extends his brui sed finge r for healing 
and inspir at ion. Surely, 'Hol y Joe' 
Sobek i wo rthy of uch a memo rial. 

" Th e mor e as tute among you, by the 
way, might recog niz e the painting a the 
work of the game's mo st renowned 
artist : Pablo 'Off the Wall' Warhol. 
Pardon me, s ir ? Ye , that' s right, the 
same Warhol who first conceived - and 
o brill iantly execu ted - the notion that 

the wall of a racquetball co urt co uld be 
done in paste ls. Hi s genius lay in per · 
ceiving that turquoi e walls. o r pink, or 
plum purpl e, o r any combi natio n o f 
color , would add immea sur ably to the 
pleasure <; of what wa fast becoming a 
stuffy spor t. Im agine being denied the 
challenge of playing on a purple court 
with a purple ball. H ow far our sport has 
come. so far in fact that the latest 
Niels en ratings show that the 'F rida y 
Night Shoo t-Out' is TV 's top -rate d 
show. Now that' s prog ress! 

"But let u<; move on . int o th e first o f 
the museum'<; two ma in galleries : 'The 
Hall of Celchrit ies. · Please fcl'I f rec to ask 
que. t ions al any time ... 

''T his is 'The Hall of Celeb riti es.' 
funded hy a grant from People maga7.ine. 
Behind the gla.s-; of each ex hibit i<; 
depic ted in wax a scene feat ur ing a major 
figure in the hi.story of the sport. 

· ' Herc, for exa mple. 1s shown Bob 
' Call - Mc -Godfather ' K endler. the 
und ispu ted patriar ch of the racq uetba ll 
world , as he gives audien ce to a line o f 
the racq ue tball faithful who have co me 
forward to kiss hi s white g love in ex · 
change for his sanc tioni ng th e ir tour · 
namc nt .s. It is sa id- though it is ju.st 
rum or. mind yo u - th a t Kendl er finally 
consolidated hi s power in the racquetball 
world on a January weekend way back in 
1982 . when he invited th e heads of the 
13 rival racq ue tball associations to hi s 
mansion for a 'Summit Tournament' 
and then arr anged a round -robin, 
quadrupl e-e limination eve nt that so wore 
down th e co mpetit ors, none of whom 
could summon th e co ur age to quit in 
mid-tournam ent , that all but one 
collap sed from e){haus tion and gave up 
the game for life. Kendl er him.se lf, 
pleading that someone had to officiate. 

t the 
dawn of the 21st Ce ntury, 
Bob 'Call -Me -Godfather' 

Kendler 1s the undisput ed 
patriarch of the racquetball 
world, Luke 'St. Luke' St. 

Onge is the rebe l leader of 
the banned AARA and 

Marty Hogan is the game's 
most well-mannered 

p layer. 

did no t play . and was left to pick up the 
piece-; . 

''O ur next exhibit shows the one man 
who co nt inues to challenge Kendler 's 
rul e: Luke St. Ong e . who has for all 
the se yea r-; remained execu tive director 
o f the now o utlawed American Amateur 
Racquetball Association . Periodically. 
· St. Luke' and his hardy band of 
followers emerge from obscu rity to 
chall enge the very principle s upon whic h 
th e game is now founded . They bel ieve. 
for exa mpl e. that 12 -ycar -olds should 
not accept $ 500 ,000 -per -year en · 
dorsc-men1 co ntract s from equipment 
co mp ani c<;. that <;ilvcr plaques and a love 
of compe titi on alone would induc e a 
racquet baller to spe nd a weekend playing 
in a tournament. and - believe it or not ­
that some- people would actually pur sue 
the spo rt if no pri zcs of any kind were 
involved . Wh at 's th at ? No , so n , I'm not 
making thi s up ; some of th e more radical 
of the sect ac tually believe such thin gs. 
I !ere we . cc St. Luke spr ay -painting a 
co urt wall with the famous amateur 
und e rground sloga n: 'Down With 
Mon('y ! ' Shall we move on? 

•'He rc is depicted 'T he Greatest 
Sportsman th e Game Has Ever Known .' 
That's right M arty Hoga n . Lege nd has 

it 1hat in hi s young er day, I logan wa" a 
hnt -he aded kid who,t · matches wC"rr bc·,1 
pla yC'd in opaque· co urt,. le, t hi" gesture· 
nffencl I h<" spc-c1 ator -;. It i" al<;o <;aid that 
h<" wnn hy ,imply c rC'aming the· hall. 
Perhaps ther e is so me· ~mall hint of truth 
in the IC'gends. Rut today. of cour<;c, 
I loga n. the-crafty ve teran. i. known as a 
master of the cei ling ba ll who is so ad 
dieted to fair play th at on the final point 
of the 198(, World Championships. he 
rnllc·d a ski p on hi~ own appa rent roll out 
winner. There was <;Orne-qucqion at the 
t imC' about whethC'r thi s wa<; a proper 
precedent to se t for the young er players 
in the cro wd. the med ia being c<;pccially 
co nce rn ed that the sport would lose it-; 
· co lor' if eve ry o ne ado pted s uch 
b('havior. A~ we have see n since, of 
co ur se, 1 hey necdn 't have bee n co n­
ce rnecL Here we sec I logan .smiling 
gracious ly a~ he ex tends a hand to 
cong ratulate his victoriou<; opponent.. 

· ' I suggC'sl you rake a few minulC'S to 
wander around 'The· Hall of Celeb rities .' 
J\ mo ng the grca ts you wi II sec- arr : 

' ' Charlie Brumfield. -;till play ing at 
the agC' of 50 and ranked fifth for the 
twentiC'th consecut ive yea r. . . 

' · Fletc her X Nevers. who-;e California 
court club enjoyed notoriety in the late 
· 80s for developing a version of the sport 
that wa, played without ball s and with 
un, t rung racq ut·ls . 'G utl ess · Never -; 
preac hed that racquetba ll in its purest 
form was 'all in you r mind .. . ' 

' 'And Hall o f Farne r Buel 
M ueh lcise n. shown here holding a copy 
of h is degree from dcn1is tr y sc hool. 
M uchlci.sen, you will recall, was a 
dentis t by training. and he carri ed his 
deg ree arou nd wit h him to racquetball 
tournament s to remind everybody to ca ll 
him 'D r . Bud ... ' 

' · Not to mentio n 'Shotgun' Shelley 
Killroy, who in 1990. unb eknown .st to 
th e tourna ment 's spo nsors. ent ere d 
herself in th e U.S. Men ' s Racq uetba ll 
Champio nshi p . Her treachery was not 
disco vered until she stepped up to the 
victo ry sta nd to collect her first place 
check for $ I .2 million. There she 
pro cee ded to thank all those who had 
helped her. including her husband 
Lavell, who . she explained, had watched 
the kitls while she practiced. She was of 
co ur se banned from the ga me for life. 

"En joy a few minutes on your own . 
W e will me et back here in five minutes 
to go in to the 'Hall of Artifacts ... ' '· 

'·This. ladies and gentlemen. is th e 
' Hall of Artifacts .' Here we find 
exa mple s of the t•arlic st racqu etball 
equipment and clothing. prese rved intact 
for posterity. 

"T hi s displ ay . for example. tells the 
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history of the racqu etball ball . Thi s 
black. mushy. tang erine -si1..ed object is a 
sample of the earliest racquetballs. For 
nearly 20 years. this was standard 
equipment for the sport. One wo,nders 
how th e game survived durin g ah er'a 
which show ed so little imagination . 

"N ext is thi s group of balls . which 
emerged in the late '70 s. Th e same size 
and compressi on as th e first balls . the y 
sugg est the sport' s first tent ative 
gropin gs toward color. A cautious blue 
here , a blushin g plum th ere. Hardly 
darin g. 

· ' Th e fir s t m ajor att empt to 
revoluti onize th e game came with thi s 
next ball. You will notice th at it is mu ch 
smaller th an th e ot hers- no bigger th an 
a lemon - and th at it is pu re whit e. By 
1983 . adherents of th e game had grow n 
so profic ient th at they killed virt ua lly 
every shot they go t their racquets on. 
Thi s ball was develope d to make th e 
g ame challenging again . Here . boun ce it. 
Wh oops ! See? Drop it from you r head 
and it bounces back up to your nose. 
Beca use of its action on sidewa ll shots. it 
was known as th e Z ZZZ ZZ -Ball. Its 
brief vogue ended , though. in I 98 7 with 
th e Supr eme Court case of Bushy ,,s. 
Kon Raron Court s. when the Ju stices 
rul ed th at th e club was indeed liable for 
multipl e contu sions suffered by one of its 
pa tron s in a fastest-serve contes t. 

·'But racqu etballs were never aga in 
th e sa me. Herc is the famous Seamco 
Squ are Ball . for example ; when it hit th e 
corn er. it stayed there - hence th e te rm 
' s tuck shot. ' H ere. th e Fos di ck 

Pho sphorou s Ball, developed in the late 

per cent . 
•'Elsewh ere in thi s ga ller y are a 

variety of other racqu etball equipm ent 
and asso rted paraph ern alia. In thi s case. 
for example , are the original labora tory 
notes o f Professo r Earl Dunnin . the 
in vent or of ' Oh Wow !. · the high­
pot ass ium drink w ith th e sec re t 
ingredien t th at mad e cramps a thin g o f 
th e past. Like thou sands before you , you 
might wish to pu zzle over th e last page o f 
th ose notes- never dec iphered-w hich is 
believed to cont ain th e antidote to the 
bizarr e side effects of the dr ink when 
taken in excess ive doses. Profe sor 
Dunnin him self is th ought to have died 
of such an overdose. He was discovered 
one morn ing spraw led on the floor of his 
private court , racquet in hand . a smile 
on his face. His invent ion is now tr ictly 
reg ul ated an d dis pe nsed in mal l 
quantiti es to competit ors before each 
tourn ament match . It is sa id a cult has 
g rown up aro und the drink in Mal ibu. 
whe re g lassy -eyed zea lo ts a re 
per iodica lly foun d run ning throug h the 
stree ts wearing inner tubes from the t ires 
of a I 9 54 Desoto and shouti ng. 'Side 
out! Side out !' 

''T here are other int erestin g exhibits 
here. So ta ke a few moment s to look 
aro und if you like; tbe re's no hurry. 
Wh en you ' re finished. we' ll move on to 
th e high point of th e tou r- 'T he 
Auth ent ic Right -An gled Cour t. . .' " 

'' Back so soo n ? T hen let · s not wa te 
tim e. Follow me ... 

" A ro und th is corner and . . . voila! ' 80 s wh en th e Energy A pocalypse was at 
its wor st and th e game was often played 
in th e dark . And here, th e I O-pound 
Ma cho Ball , popul ar with profess ional 
footb all players. weight lifters . Japane·e 
sum o wrestlers and oth er such hair -on · 
the-ch e<;t types. 

''Th e history of racq uets is likewise 
shown in our exhibit s here -fr om th e 
primitiv e, club -like wood en weapon of 
the sport's early days to th e elega nt lines 
of th e $5 2 ,000 Steuben Doubl e-Swan 
All-Glas s Tempered model th at is the la­
tes t fashion today. Look around for your ­
selves , thou gh J sugges t you pay par· 
ticular att ention to th ose instrum ent s 
which reflect the int erface of technology 
and sport: the IBM -Polaroid Spock I 
mod el, a sonar -direct ed, computeriz ed 
racquet which so simplified th e sport that 
<'ven Charli e Garfinkel could play ; Leach 
Industrie s ' Razor's Edge model, a nifty 
little racquet with super sharp edges 
designed to discourag e oppon ent s from 
hinderin g ; and the racquet of th e 
futur e- Spalding 's Lodes ton e J, which 
employs a strict magn etic field instead of 
s~rings, th<;reby . it is s,aid , incre asing th e 
size of th e sweet spot by as much as 50 

Wh at you see th rough this glass wall. 
ladies and gentl emen , is an exac t replica 
of an orig inal racquetball court. Do n ' t 
crow d, now. You ' ll all ge t your chance. 
Excuse me , sir ? Oh ! Ha ha ! Yes, it is a 
bit like seei ng a log cabin . isn't it? 
N otice the pr imi tive shape, the bland 
co lo rin g , - but , ah , th e exqu is it e 
woode n floor ! Th at littl e door in the back 
court ? Wh y, son, th at ' s how th ey 
ent ered ! In th eir naivete. the pioneers of 
th e sport believed th at it was imposs ible 
to des ign a full-size doo r th at cou ld 
provid e an even boun ce. Conseq uentl y, 
th at little door was responsible for 
million s of claustroph obics never eve n 
tryin g the game and is sa id to have 
retard ed th e developm ent of racquet ball 
by at least 20 years. However , it was 
certainly the shape of th e court th at mo st 
demanded reform . Th at elonga ted cube 
gave rise to the sayin g , 'Th e onl y thin g 
worse th an being stuck in con crete shoe s 
is bein g stuck in a concrete -shoebox 
racqu etball court! ' 
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" But in 1983 , Euclid K . A . Kopern ak 
developed a penta gon -shap ed court th at 
began a revolution in court design s. Thi s 

pion eering effort was followed by a 
numb e r o f sp in -o ffs (th e Tro llop 
Tr apezo id and th e Go nzo Circl e, to 
name just a coupl e) , until today we have 
adju stable court s which can be shaped to 
su it any player 's fancy . Thi s year, for 
exa mple , th e N ational Championshi ps 
wil l be played on thr ee differentl y shaped 
court s- eac h player ge tt ing a chance to 
choose one of th e court s for the first two 
games of a match , while th e tiebreaker 
will be played on a court chosen at 
random by the tou rn ament director. 
Compare th is with the itu at ion that 
prevai led in the sport 's ear ly days, when 
all matches were played on court s that 
were virt ual dupli cates of th e one you see 
before you now. T he mode rn mind 
boggle at ou r forefathers• capac ity to 
endure uch regime ntation . Let us reflect 
for a moment on our good fort une in 
living in th e flexible. excit ing world of 
the 2 1st Ce ntu ry ... 

'· It is t ime now to end our tour. Please 
fee l free to wa nder about the mu seum at 
your leisu re. As you leave, you may pick 
up your <;tree t shoes at the back counter. 
A nd befo re you go . plea<;e check out our 
gi ft shop and ncws-.tand . There you will 
find th e late t in racquetba ll 
memorabilia. inc ludi ng pos tcard 
showing act ion photo<; of last mont h' s 
U .S.-Jrania n racque tball exh ibition. as 
well as recent issues of the 56 differe nt 
racq uetba ll publicat ions . (My employer 
has req ue tcd tha t I draw your at ten t ion 
to two publ ications in partic ular . Fir t, 
please note the lates t copy of Racqu et boll 
/l l11stmt ed. which featur es a<; its cover 
sto ry an interview wit h Fide l Cas tro, 
pa rt of t he magaz in e's specia l 
'Racquetball In the Th ird World' issue. 
Then ther e's Racque t hall. the mos t 
prestigious of the sports magazine . 
which th is mo nth featu res such t imely 
and relevant art icles as 'Why Brea thi ng 
ls Bad for You r Game ,' ' Racquetball in 
Mo ngo lia , ' and an excl usive inte rview 
wit h John R . Slabovsky. a Brook lyn 
de licate sse n owner who ha<; never played 
th e game bu t wo uld like to. Wh at 's th at . 
s ir ? O h , yes, th ere was once a magaz ine 
like th e one you desc ribed. I th ink it was 
ca lled... Not ion al Racquet boll. But it 
evolved ma ny years ago int o a com ­
b i na t io n bea u ty g ui de-coo kbook ­
rel ig ious prim er and consequ entl y no 
longe r covers the sport, somethin g 
which its com petitor s cla imed it never 
did , any way.) 

" Th ank yo u for your kin d att enti on . If 
you have enj oyed today's tou r , plea<;e 
tell your friends . Rememb er , it' s people 
like you wh o have m ade our national 
pas tim e wh at it is today. You know what 
th ey say . ' A Racque t A Day Keeps the 
Blu es Aw ay.' Ha , ha. . 

" Th ank you again for your atte ntion. 
Gr atuiti es will be acce pted ." • 



~ r1t/Jo!! floos Tlte ladies 
au reen Boulette, of Shr ews­
bury , Ma ssac hu setts, has 
been desc ribed by some of 
her friends as '' a Gloria 
Steinem type. '' She says 
th at' s not entir ely correct , 
but she' ll admi t to being a 
fight e r when the n eed 
arises. And wh en Boulett e 
began playing racque tball 
almost four years ago, the 
need definit ely arose. 

"On ly a few women be­
longed to thi s club when I joined , '' he reme mbers. '' An d the 
men really had troubl e acce ptin g us. T hey would bang on the 
doors and tell us to ge t off the court , even befo re our t ime wac; 
up. Sometim es they 'd even move th e clocks ahead so we would 
think our hour was up . It was prett y hard to take. But I had just 
gone through a divor ce at th e tim e and I wasn ' t about to let r111J1 
man get me off th e cou rt . ' ' · 

Boulett e and th e oth er wom en at the Shr ew bur y club stu ck it 
out and now, she ays proudl y, " Th e men are all for us; we 'r e 
accepted co mp letely. I can honestly say th at at my club r eorl e 
really feel th at wo men are on the same leve l as men.' ' 

Thi s see mingly mir aculous tran sfor mation mir rors mu ch of 
what has happened thr oughout the count ry in racquetball. In 
the last four years, women have rise n from an insignificant 
minorit y to a majo r force in th e sport . Th e ove rall growth of 
racquetball has bee n remarkable , but its growth among women 
has been an int egral and perh aps even more impo r­
tan_t phenom enon . Today , dependin g on whose figur es you 
believe , women compri se from 30 to an am azing t15 rcr cent of 
all racqu etball playe rs in the Unit ed Stat es . And. if rr <'sent 
growt h trends conti nu e , the numb er of wom en playe rs may 
actually surp ass that of men in the next five year s. 

Th e increa se in female playe rs is being felt in every facet of 
the spor t. As rece ntl y as a yea r ago, amat eur tournam ent s hacl 
so few female parti cipant s that only o ne or two women 's 
divisions we re necessa ry . Now , many of these same tour ­
nament s offer a full slate of women 's even ts and mos t of them 
are filled. At th e prof ess ional level , it ic; co mm on to find a~ 
many as 35 women competin g in qualif ying round s for on ly 
four openin gs . But perh aps the mos t import ant rccog nit ion of 
women has occurr ed amon g court clu b own e r ·. Th ey arc no w 
facing th e irr efut able fac t that unl ess court s arc filled during th<' 
daytime hour s , their club s will start folding. And th e g roup th at 
own ers arc desperat ely bankin g on to fill th e vita l daytime ho ur , 

is-yo u guessed it - \vomen. 
Women are attra cted to racquetball for many reaso ns. It is . 

for most women , an easy sport to learn . Women , like men, 
begin makin g good contact with the ball usuall y during th eir 
first lesson . Golf and tenni s , on ~he other hand , arc not nearly as 
easy to pick up. Th ey both requir e mu ch more pat ience in the 
early stages and many women don't care to subject themselves 
to thi s frustr ation. 

Joy Koppe l Fujim oto was one of those who had soured on 
tenni when she started playin g rac quetball seven years ago in 
Californi a. Expertise in tenni s had always eluded her , but 
Fu jimoto finished second in a local racqu etball tournam ent only 
two weeks after she first tri ed the short racquet and th e close d 
co urt. '' Th e skills transferred very easi ly from tenni s, ' ' she 
says. ' ' But I still couldn ' t believe the thrill of finishing that high 
in the tourn ament so soo n after I start ed playing." Fu jimoto . 
who now serves as ass istant manager of Sant ana Court s in 
O range Co un ty , California, calls racqu etball "an instan t 
c;uccess sport . ' ' 

In addi tion to being easy to learn , racquetb all provide s 
women with ·a very active form of recreation. Th e old days of 
playing can asta, brid ge and mah-jongg in the afte rn oon arc 
go ne. The ' 70 s have ushered in a new generation of women 
concern ed with fitness and exercise; racquetball is a rc rfec t 
act ivit y for them. 

Th e game offers housewives a chance to gC'l out for a whil e 
and prov ides career wome n an outlet for the tension of in ­
creas ingly stress ful job . But un like exerc ise program s at th e 
spas , racquetball also offers these women a chance to exce l. to 
see them selves improve in a sport and to share this enjoyment 
with their playing partn ers- all whi le gettin g an exce llent 
wo rkout. 

[Z] 
hese advanta ges h ave attract ed thou sand s of 
women to the sport , but a few stumbling 
blocks hav e also appeared along th e way. In 
orde r to exce l at racquetball. women. like 
men. mu st run and sweat. be agg ressive 
and co mpetitiv e . Th at aspect of the sport ap-

,__ _______ parentl y turn s a lot of women off. A ccordin g 
to Jean Lehr, one of two women on the Board of Dir ectors of 
th e Int ernationa l Racquetball As sociat ion . women have 
t radition ally been disco ur aged from exhibitin g agg ress ivt' 
beh avior. Th ey'v e been taught since girlhood that it' s just not 
lady-like to get all hot and sweat y. "Wh en I was growin g up in 
Pawne e , Okl ahoma. people didn' t en courag e girl s to bl' 
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competiti ve, ' • Lehr says. "B ack th en. if you were an act ive 
g irl , you beca me a cheerleader. In fact , since I played in the 
band , th ey didn ' t even make me take gy m. Th ey figur ed I go t 
all th e exercise I needed by marchin g. 

''I remember being sca red to deat h when I played in my first 
to urn am ent . I loved meeting th e people and playing , but l had a 
s tron g fea r o f competin g." 

Elaine Lee , who . along with Francin e Davis, won th e IRA ,._ 
wom en 's open N ation al Dou bles titl e last O ctober . fee ls th at 
mo st women arc gradu ally becomin g accustom ed to th e idea of 
compel it ion . "Wom en are beginnin g to rea lize that you can lw 
com pe titiv e with out being disgustin g," she says. "I tell the­
wom en I coac h th at th ere's nothin g distasteful abo ut being 
agg ress ive on th e court , wheth er you'r e a man or woman. You 
can be co urt eous to your oppon ent , but you should always pla~• 
to win ." 

Th at ma y be true . But th e int ensity of th e spo rt , inclu ding 
th e heavy sweatin g so mu ch a part of it , really does both e r somc­
wom en . among th em Marth a Lepore. Lepor e . along with her 
husband , John , ha s been active in amateur racqu etball in 
Ma ssac hu se tt s for seve ral years . se rvin g in a num ber of ad· 
mini strRtiv e capacities . But alth ough she is an av id tenni s 
play er , Lepor e could never make th e tr ansition to playing 
racquetball. Part of her troubl e was in adjustin g to hittin g balls 
off th e back wall , but she also found th e increased perspiratio n 
unplea sant. "I know a lot of women who fee l this way." she 
sa ys.' 'Wh en I play tenni s, it isn ' t so bad. You ' re out side in th e 
fresh air and you ' re not really aware of it. But gettin g hot and 
stick y in th e close confin es of a racqu etball court is un · 
comfortabl e and many women don ' t like it. " 

Maur een Boul ette , th e woman wh o stood her gro und in 
Shrewsbury , feels , how ever, th at you can be feminin e on th e 
court and still play hard . ''W omen th at I ' m workin g with at 
this club aren ' t afraid to run and sweat and win .•' she says. 
"A s for myself , I don ' t want to go out looking mascul ine on 
the court. But I'd rath er have people impr essed with th e way I 
play th an with th e way I look. " 

. For women tryin g to develop that kind of com pc-tit ive at · 
t1tud c , tournam ents are the ultim ate ch allenge. the prov ing 
ground wher e girl s become women. T ournament s also off er 
women player s a chanc e to demonstr ate a real commitnwnt to 
the sp~>rt, a w~y of showin g th eir detr actors (who still crop up 
from tim e to time ) that racqu etball isn ' t just a pass ing fancy to 
them. 

Carol Mason, who began playing racquetb all 51/2 years ago in 
MassachusC'lts, has seen women ' s enthusi asm for tourn ament-; 
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th ere grow t remendous ly. In respon se to that enthusiasm . she 
decided ro run an all -female tourn ament last yea r called Women 
' 78. Th e to urn ament was by no means a blockbuster- it h,1d 
only 42 parti cipa nt s and no sponso rs- bu t th e exc itement it 
generated was sufficient to persuade M ason to hold th e even t 
agai n thi s year. lt prove d to be a wise dec ision . Women '79 
drew 144 parti cipant s. (Sec page 33.) 

Maso n hopes the tourn ament was more th an jus t ;1 fun 
wee kend for the wome n . ' ' T ourn ame nt s are an exce llC'nt way 
for wome n to imp rove thei r ga me,'' she ob erves . '' But. mo re 
th an th at , they give wom en an opportu nit y to provide support 
for eac h oth er . .. 

'' Women in the past haven ' t rea lly been encour aged in 
deve lop ing th eir total personalities . So it 's very importa nt for 
th em to see each ot her tr ainin g for a sport and for ph ysical 
fitn ess in genera l. I th ink it' s so rt o f symbolic ; it shows th at it •~ 
just as valid for a wom an to make th e comm itment to go mvay 
for th e weekend and play in a rourn ament as it is for a man . It 
helps a woma n 's self-confidence to leave her hu band with the 
kids and come play racquetball. T his new confidence exte nd~ 
beyond th e tourn ament in to her business and per ona l life. 
too .' ' 

Mason admit s , howeve r , that omc people have expres~ecl 
rese rvation s about th e all·woman affair. ' ' A couple of men have 
sa id , ' Th e spo rt ju st isn 't ready for thi s kind of to urn ament. ' 
Th ey claim th ey 're in favor of women parti cipatin g, but I don ' t 
think the y take the women seriously. Th e enthu siasm at th is 
tourn ament proves th e wom en are ready. •' 

Th e wom en 's tourn ament pictur e has not been witho ut 
probl ems, thou gh . Women have compl ained of un fair trea tment 
at many tourn aments . Th e littl e thin gs , espec ially, can be a 
problem. as M aureen Boulette point s out. "Fo r a long time.·• 
she says, " the shirt s at some of th e to urn ame nt s wo uld on lv 
come in large sizes, perfec t for the men but too big for th e 
women . N ow th e sma ller sizes are be ing g iven ou t , too . Th ,11 
may sound like a sma ll thin g, but it's part of what makes a 
tourn ament fun . Some of th e women ' tro phi es and pri7.es used 
to be inferior bu t th at 's gettin g bett er , too. In M assac husett s the 
tr eatm ent of women has improve d a lot. •' 

On e exampl e of th e kind of misund erstandin gs st ill pre sent at 
some tourn ament s occ urr ed rece ntl y in Worces ter, 
M assac hu sett s. Wom en paid the same entr y fee for a tour 
nament th ere as th e men , but were only schedu led for one 21 · 
point ga me per round , whereas th e men played two. _Sue 
Ch apm an , a memb er of th e club involved . sa~s the m1xup 
result ed mor e from a genuin e lack o f un de rs tandin g than fro~ 
any ill-will. " It' s a new club and it was our first tourn ament. , 
she says. ' 'Th e people runnin g it figur ed th e women w0t il~ln t

1 want to play more than on e 2 1 ·point ga me . But we ~xplarnec 
th at we would and th ey assur ed us th at nex t tim e it will he 



straightened out.'' 
Elaine Lee, voicing an opinion shared by many other women, 

thinks the womei:1 's division can actually be a draw for a 
tournament , offering specta tors a chance to see a unique style of 
play that is markedly different from the men's . "There's a real 
difference in the women's game,'' she says, '' more control and 
a little less power. We' re also noticing that the men love to 
watch the women's matches . Th ey 're discovering that a good, 
controlled game can be just as exciting as a slamming power 
match. And they're not just watching tb see the pretty girls; 
they're really watching the game.'' 

[ 
hen racquetball was just •getting started back 

1/1 
in the '60s, it was often difficult to find a 
co urt on which to play. Most courts were lo­
cated at either the local "Y" or at an exist­
ing handb all facility. In many cases , these 
estab lishm ents had the look of undernour -

.._ _____ __, ished closets - musty, sweaty affairs, reeking 
with macho and devoid of frills. Th e closest thing to a green 
plant was the mildew on the shower sta lls. If you were a woman 
looking for a clean facility with piped-in music and pictures on 
the wall, memb ers of the old clubs genera lly suggested the 
nearest beauty parlor. 

But durin g th e racquetball boom of the '70s, court club 
owners began cleaning up their act - and their facilities . They 
planned appealing decor to improve the image of the clubs. 
The y added babysitting services for mothers with young 

children. Women's directors were hired to plan special ac­
tivities for the ladies, including leagues and tournaments held 
during the daytime hours . Some owners even began employing 
women as assistant managers and, in some cases. club 
manager s (a move long overdue, many women argue). 

Mike Mjehovich, a representative of Supreme Court Clubs 
(operating in Nevada and Tennessee), says the increasing 
presence of women has changed the overall atmosphere at the 
clubs. "We've come a long way in upgrading the quality of the 
facilities so they would be more appealing to the ladies," he 
says. "When the sport first got going, club owners were 
anticipating that women would make up about 10 per cent of 
their traffic. Many of these owners were old handballer s who 
figured the women's market would be soft. But though handball 
was unpopul ar with women, racquetball caught on fast. So what 
we have at our clubs now is something like 40 per cent women. 
We'r e having to catch up. 

"A t some clubs, for instance, the ladies' locker rooms were 
only a third the size of the men's. So we've expanded them and 
added steam baths and Jacuzz is. Now the women's facilities are 
equal to the men 's. The women also tend to notice when the 
place isn't clean, so we' re making the clubs spotless-a place 
they'd like to come back to. 

"We' re starting to see a lot of couples playing together, 
too," he adds. "In the past, a guy might have left his wife at 
home and gone to play softball or basketball. Now, the two of 
them come out and play racquetball together. And the women 
are giving the men a good match. '' 

Indeed, men and women can now frequently be found bat­
tling each other on the racquetb all court s. Some people 
specu late that the natu re of play on the courts is even changing 

Money Courtship 
One sure sign that women have become a force to be 

reckoned with in racquetball is the increasing attent ion 
being paid them by major equipment manufacturers . 
These firms have detected the smell of big bucks in the 
women's market, and many have begun courting the ladies 
in earnest with a variety of special products and 
promotional efforts. 

Leach, Ektelon and Omega Sports, among others, now 
offer racquets specially designed for women. KOR.I of 
California features a whole line of racquetball sportswear 
for the fashion -conscious woman player. And Saranac, a 
Green Bay. Wisconsin glove manufacturer, has begun 
marketing a racquetball glove exclusively for women. 

''I think everyone is realizing that women are essentia l 
to the future of the sport at every level," says Ektelon 's 
Tom Stofko . "That's one reason we currently have 8 of 
the top 16 female pros under contract ." 

Big-name endorsements, in fact, are quickly becoming 
as common on the women's scene as they are among the 
men. Women are now treated to pitches for racquet­
ball products from players like Jennifer Harding or 
Shannon Wright. And many manufacturers employ 
women as models and product demonstrators for ad­
vertisements and sportswear expositions. 

All of this high -powered attention is calculated to help 
manufacturers nai l down a share of the active and 
apparently growing women's market. "We're showing 
growth figures of over 400 per cent in court club openings 
and equipment sales," says Susan Crummey. eastern 
regional sales manager for Omega Sports. ''That's an 

amazing rate and it's largely a result of increasing 
participation in the sport by women. And it's not over 
yet." 

Some women. though, still have major bones to pick 
with racquetball equipment manufacturers . Crummey 
talks of companies that are devoting their efforts solely to 
selling products to women at the sake of promoting the 
sport itself. She points out that, ''Much more needs to be 
done in promoting the sport, especially to women. This 
means sponsoring their leagues, putting on local tour ­
naments and all the rest.'' Other women argue that some 
manufacturers' promotiona l pitches to women are of­
fensive at best. and in a few instances downright sexist. 
Finally, women say that in many areas the selection of 
women's sportswear and equipment is still limited and 
bard to find. '' I have yet to find a top that really fits me,•' 
remarks one woman player. 

Such differences aside, however, the courtship between 
women and the various manufacturers is likely to con ­
tinue and even intensify over the next few years . As Tom 
Stofko says, it's simply a matter of good business sense. 

''Our data indicates that currently about 35 per cent of 
all players arc women," he notes. "And we know that 
women purchase a large percentage of racquetball 
equipment, induding men's equipment for their 
husbands and boyfriends ... (Overall), women purchase 
from 65 to 70 per cent of all consumer goods in this 
country. That's a huge amount of purchasing power. As a 
manufacturer, you'd simply be foolish not to address this 
group." 
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t's just as valid for a wmnan to 
111oke the c011znzit'l11£nt to go away 
for the weekend and play in a 
tournatnent as it is for a 111an. -'-' 

as wom en playe r become more preva lent . Th e men are n t 
cur sing as much . some say , and temp er tantrum s have 
dec reased markedly. Thi s is, of course, debatab le. But one 
featur e al many court s has taken on a ,·vholc new ign ificance as 
comp etition between men and women increases . It 's ca lled th r 
challenge court. 

Ch allenge court s are used in man y different ways . but thev 
bas ica lly fun ction mu ch like " Kin g of th e Hill. " A playc·r 
re tain s possess ion of th e court as long as he o r he can beat all 
challenge rs . Wh en the holder of th e court loses . th e success ful 
challenge r takes ove r. Th e Int ernari onal Fitn ess and 
Racqu etball Cent er in Okl ahoma . where J ean Lehr is employe d 
as dir ec tor of communi cation . has two such cou rt s . and. ac­
co rdin g to Lehr, respo nse to them has been overwhelmin g. 
" We we ren ' t sur e how th e women would reac t to the idea," 
she says, ' ' but they' re challenging th e men all the time . 
Wh eth e r th e wo men win or lose, it does a lot for the ir ga me to 
play th ese guys. It sure build s the ir confidence , too. 

'' And th e men seem to love it when the women chall enge . 
T he y are grea t about encourag ing th e women and acceptin g 
them as seri ous players. Everybody i really having fun with tlw 
wh ole idea. ' ' 

hil e women 's amateur racqu etball seems 

JV 
fairly sec ure at the mom ent , more th an a 
few thund ercloud s loom over th e women 's 
profession al scene . Dissati sfaction with th e 
present tour and un cert aint y about th e futur e 
are two comm on topi cs in discussions among 

. th e female pros. Though th ey share the 
~eelm g that somethin g is wron g , th ey are deeply divid ed over 
Just wh at can be don e about it. 

On th ~ curr ent Nation al Racqu et Club (NR C) Pro T our . 
wom en m theory share the spotli ght with th e men . But 
man _y m aintain t_hat (nstead of sharing th e spotlight, the women 
ar e m fact play mg m a male shadow . Consider som e of the 
dispariti es in th e curr ent organi zation of th e tour : 

--- Wom en usually receive $1,300 for a first -place finish: 
the men receive $4,500 . 

- - - The women's segment of the tour is compo sed of l (1 

s lot s; the men have 32. 
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-- - Mos t of the wom en 's matc hes arc scheduled clu rin~ 
daytim e hour s; th e men usually play in th e more heav il);_ 
at tended pr ime-time hour . 

-- -Each o f the 32 ma le compet ito rs i guaranteed at leaq 
S250 per tourn ament ; the wom en rece ive a S I 2'i 
guara nt ee. 

T hese differences , amo ng ot hers, have prom pted ome of the 
tour reg ulars to spea k out in favor of breaking away from the 
me n . Meetin gs have already been held by the women in the 
interest of formin g a separa te ,vome n ' playe r<;' assoc iat ion. 
One of th e prim ary function of such a group would be sec urin g 
<;ponsorsh ip from major corpora tion s for a separat e women'<; 
to ur. Bu t th e playe rs are divided on wheth e r or nor they have 
th e power to support such a tour. 

Sara h G reen , at 22 one of the youn ges t player on the tour 
and curr entl y ranked tenth , think s th e time might no t be right. 
" I think we should rece ive amount s closer to th e men' s pr i7.e 
money, but not exact ly th e same,'' she says. '' I ' m not su re we 
rea lly do have the same drawi ng power yet. T he leve l of plav 
also has a way to go. Shann on Wri ght is exce llent and tho se of 
us from numb er 2 to abo ut numb er 11 arc pretty evenly 
matched , but afte r th at it drops off a lot. I don' t think we 've 
reached th e level of compe ti t ion you find in wom en ' s ten nis, for 
instance. Th ere you have so many good player . '' 

Oth e r women on th e tour , howeve r , think th ey could make it 
as a separate gro up and get be tt er pr ize mo ney as a result . ' ' It ·s 
sickenin g,'' sa ys Fra ncine Davis , oft en described as th e best 
pro on th e eas t coast. " We need to separate from the men. In 
thi s tourn ame nt (a rece nt Coors tou rna ment in Denve r). the re 
were 35 women tr ying to qualify for only fou r positio ns. An d as 
far as th e dra wing power is conce rn ed , we played two all­
women stops last yea r and they were both compl ete ly sold-out . 
Th e response was unb elievable.'' 

Th e wom en have indeed show n th at th ey can prod uce crowd. 
in th e all-women event s held so far , such as th e Ektel0n/ ­
Natur al Light P ro Invit ational held Febru ary 2-4 in St. Louis. 
Torn Stofko , a represent ative of Ektelon, says th e rece ption for 
th e tourn ament was exce llent. "W e had a full ho use," he 
report _s. '. 'T~ at and th e two all-women stops last year g ive a 
goo d 111d1cat1on th at th e women can do it on th eir own .'' 

Jennif e r H ardin g, curr entl y hold ing dow n th e numb er two 
slot behind Shann on W_right , fee ls fem ale pros are popular 
largely because mo st spec tator s identify readily with th e way 
th ey play. "W e' re not as powe rful as th e men ," she concedes . 
' ' but th e fans like th e way we play. We tend to have mu ch 
long~r rallies,, the ?all goes a littl e slower and ir's eas ier to keep 
up with wh at s g01ng on . Th e men have mu ch shorter rnllie!-· 
just se rve , voll ey and it ' s over. Th at' s not too mu ch fun to 



watch. Sure , the fans like the diving mov es the men make . but 
that 's not the way an average person plays ." 

At present , th e women ' s tour i domi nated by Shann on 
Wright , who is roughly an equivalent of Chris Evert , M artin a 
Navratilova and T racy A ustin all rolled into one. In 2 ½ years . 
she' s lost only four matches . She cou ld probably even tell you 
the numb er of points she has conceded in the same period. 
Opinions abou t Wri ght vary wide ly : some say she plays too 
much like a man , oth ers that she still isn 't quick enough. But 
no one can deny the fact th at Shann on Wri ght \viii earn more 
than $100, 000 th is yea r thr ou gh tourn amen t winnin gs and 
endorsement s. Th at ' s about five tim es more than her closest 
rival on the tou r. In fact , abou t the on ly su re bet on thC' 
women ' s tour today is that in every tourn ament ~he enters, 
Shannon Wri ght is pract icall y gua ran teed th e numb er one seed. 
She' s that good. 

While she is un derstandably relucta nt to criti cize the current 
tour , Wri ght does recog nize its short comin gs . '' We 've got this 
tour by th e grace of people like Charlie Dr ake (president of 
Leach , Inc. ) and th e oth er spon sors. It 's su re better than 
nothing . I haven ' t see n too many companies co ming forward 
and offering to put up the mo ney for a separat e women 's 
circuit ," she says wryly. 

T hat vital word - srxmsorship- is one heard in just about 

eve ry conversation about wom en 's pro racquetball. Wh o will 
put up th e money? Th e wom en argue th at what Virginia Slims 
did for wom en 's tenni s, some comp an y can do for women' s 
racquetb all. Wright cert ainl y sh ares these feelings : " I can see a 
separat e women 's tour jumpin g ahead of the men 's, if we· have 
the sponsors,'' she says . ' ' I think in another year we ' II be at a 
competi t ive level mo~e comp arable to wom en' s tennis. \Ve' rc· 
all impr oving with each tournam ent. But , at the moment , ther e 
isn 't enou gh incent ive for youn g girls to get int o the sport . WC' 
need T V , which means using a slower ball. And we really need 
the separat e circuit so that th e young er amateur s will be enticed 
into working toward joining the tour ." She pauses, before 
adding: '' All of th at will be depe ndent on one th ing . . . 
sponsorship .' ' 

ne man who certa inly knows all about span · 

0 
sorship is Ch arlie Dr ake. His company, in 
addit ion to being one of the leading makers 
of racquet s, balls and other equ ipment. is 
also a promin ent spo nsor on the curr ent pro 
tour. As Dr ake put s it , " I spend mo re 

.__ _____ _. mo ney on wo men ' s racq uetball th an anyon e 
in the countr y." He says th at if th e wom en th ink they can get 
more money by having a separate tour , " they should cert ainly 

A lfoman Fur All Reasons 

Elain e Lee could well be racquC'lball' s - and 
wom en 's - answer to th e Renaissance man . As a pla yer. 
admini strator and court club man ager . she is involved in 
virtuall y every aspect of th e ga me. In a way . LC"c· 
exemplifi es the new br eed of racquetball wom an. 

In 1978 . Lee captur ed Penn sylvania ' s women · s sin gles 
champion ship , and thi s year she was part of th e team th at 
took the st ate's women' s doubl es titl e . Her bigge'-t 
victor y to dat e has been the IRA ' s national women ·s open 
double s championship. which she and Fran cin<' Oavi~ 
won in Wa shington last Oct ober. 

But. althou gh she is a suberh compt•titor . Elaine Le<' i., 
also much mor e th an that. In Jun e of 1978, sh<' was 

electe d to the national Board of Director s of the IRA. and 
is now one of only two women in th at governin g body. 
And as if tournament play and board dutie s wercn ' t 
enough to keep he r busy. Lee also helped open the 
Gr eenfields Court Club in Lancaster. Penn ., about a year 
and a half ago and now works ther e as assistant man ;1ger 
and teachin g pro . Racquetball, in short. keeps El aim· Lee 
pr etty busy. 

Th at' s all the mor e remarkabl e since Lee is a virtual 
newco mer to th e sport who began playing only two years 
ago. She was immedi ately attra cted to racquethall. • Tw 
always been active in sport s and I love co mpetition. ' · she 
says. " In racquetball. I' ve been mor e successful th,m in 
an y oth er sport I'v e tried." When she first start ed 
playin g, Lee often had trouble findin g an open court at thC' 
loca l · 'Y " . Finally , her playing partn er '· said th at hC' 
would build a court club , if l would help him run it. I said 
I would and he did it. '' She works full ·tim e at the duh and 
coa ches both wom en {/1/d men . 

She is also deeply involv ed in her work with the IRA 
boa rd. • ' On e of my primary interests is in seeing that 
wom en get tr eate<l as equals with the men. both in 
tourn ament s and in th e sport as a whole. In the past year. 
we' ve seen tr emendous pro gress toward that goal.' · 

With all that Lee i doin g . it' s hard to imagine how shC' 
evt•r finds time to get on th e court and ju'it pl,~1'-But . 
jud ging from her tourn ament record. she appears to lw 
doin g well enou gh . In fact , she' s now sf'riouo;ly con 
sidering turnin g pro . ' Tm hdpin g put my husb aml 
thr ough school at the mom ent," she explain s. "But as 
soo n as he gradu ates. I'll probabl y give tht · tour a tr y.' ' 
And how docs her hu sband. Robert. feel about his wife's 
love affair with racqu etball ? "He· s all for it.'· she says . 

Lc·e elm's plan to take a littk ' time off from thl· sport in 
the next year or two to go on a cro ss·<·ountry hicyd e trip 
with he r hushund . Out she prohabl y won't pedal far hdorc· 
she· -;tart s looking for a court duh . /\ftc ·r all. next to h!'r 
marriag c , Let• says , " Racquet hall i, my whole· life ... 
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he fans like the way we ploy. .. 
The 111e11 hove 11111£h shorter 
rollifs ... That1110! too much fun 
flJ watch.'' 

-Jennifer Harding 

do so.•' But he warns th at getting sponsorship is not as easy as 
the women might think . 

''To get sponsors,'' Drake says, ''you've got to be ahle to 
show a return on investment. If a company can't demon strate' 
that they're making something on a tour event, men' s nr 
women's, they aren't going to put up any money . 

''That means more than just drawing the fans. That 's only 
part of what a sponsor looks at. You'v e also got to get exposurf' 
in the local media , wh ich means publicity for the sponsoring 
company. And you've got to motivate people to buy product s. 
We estimate that for a sponsor's investment of $25,000, he's 
got to show a direct increa se of $250,000 to $1,000,000 in 
product sales to make it worth his while. If women can promise 
that kind of return, they should be able to get sponsors." 

As far as the current women's prize money is concerned. 
Drake maintains that the situation has improved considerably in 
the last few years. "Women who were playing for $1,500 in 
total purse s a couple of years ago are now getting that much for 
first place. I've never known a professional athlete who didn ' t 
want more money; it's natural. But in this spo rt. overall pri7.C' 
money has gone from $40,000 in 1976 to more than 
$300,000 now . That's not too bad." 

Some sponsors doubt that women can generate the publicity 
necessary to make a women's tour profitable. They also 
complain that women are playing in so many different types of 
events that they're starting to lose their professional credibility. 
While the women want more money on the pro stops, thPy arc 
still playing in tournament s where the top prize is only a color 
TV set. Although their main reason for doing this is thc chance 
for competition, sponsors have reservations about the practice. 
One sponsor (who wished to remain anonymous) made this 
comparison: "Women are playing in some tournaments and 
providing their product - which is entertainmrnt - for nrxt to 
nothing . Then they come to us and want big purscs for tour 
events. In a way, it's like me coming to you with a racqurt that 
I sometimes sell for $50 and other times for just three. If J 
decide to ask you for $50, what would you do?" 

rying to determine the future of women's 
racquetball at both the amateur and profes­
sional level is almost as hard as returning 
one of Shannon Wright's serves. Most com · 
ments about the amateur side of the sport 
indicate a pretty sound future. While some 

-----. _ __. people harbor the fear that overbuilding 
without simultaneous promotion will hurt the sport. th<' 
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general feeling is that ama teur part icipation will continu e 
growing at a rapid pace. 

One area that many do feel is a potential roadb lock to future 
growth is the lack of oppor tunity for youngste rs, both male and 
female, to play racquetball on a regular basis. Publi c racquethall 
courts are non -existent in most parts of the count ry : young 
players must either have access to unlimit ed funds or belong to 
court clubs in order to get invaluable practice time . 

Undoubtedly, though, it is the female professional who face,; 
the most uncertain future of all. "You hear a lot of thing s," 
says Sarah Green. ' 'It takes a lot of mon ey to sponsor :i 

tournament. One week we hear there won't be a tour and the 
next week it's back on again . I just hope we hov e a future ." 

While the sport as a whole may not be dependent on the pro~ 
for its existence, few would dispute the fact that the professional 
tour adds glamour and excitement to the game. It was thr heav~• 
exposure of women's tennis , after all, that gave that segmcnt of 
the sport credibi lity and made multi -milliona ires of thc top 
female player s. Exposure of pro players invariabl y incrrascs 
amateur participation in a sport, and many think th e same thing 
could happen in women' s racqu etball. 

Some observers, thou gh, think the women still lack a star to 
brin g them that kind of exposure. They maintain the sport lacks 
a personality the likes of, say, an Evert, or a Kin g or a Lope7 .. 
When players with that kind of chari sma com e along, these 
observers speculate, TV coverage will also incr ease and then . .. 
look out. 

Regardless of how the pro squabbl es resolve thrmselve s , onC' 
thing is certain: women are showing that they are her e to stay 
as a force in racquetball. Perhap s more th an any other sport. it 
has given women the chance to prove they can be just ;is 
assertive, competitive and, ultimately , dedicated to sport a~ 
their male counterparts. 

In a way, that type of dedication was symboli zed by a near · 
tragic incident that occurred recently at Elaine Lee's d ub in 
Pennsylvania. One of her novice students, a woman, ex· 
perienced the most feared injury in the sport: she missed a h;tll 
and it smashed into her eye at top speed. For days . doctor~ 
feared that she would lose her sight in that eye. '' We were 
pretty certain she'd never want to play racquetb all again," Le<' 
remembers. 

They were all wrong, however. The woman did regain her 
sight, and as soon as the bandages were off and the wound~ 
healed, she was back on the racquetball court again . . ready 
and eager to play . • 



'INNING POINTS 

DRIVE 
SHOTS 
THE OFFENSE SPEAKS 
By Mike Yellen 

Mike Yellen is the sixth-ranked 
professional in the country and winner of 
the Montreal Pro-Am . The 19-year-old 
Southfield, Mich ., native is a member of 
Ektelon 's professional play er advisory 
staff 

Fast and hard, low and accurate, drive 
shots are an offensive must for any 
serious racquetball player . They break 
rhythm and win rallies. 

There are two principal kinds of drives 
and one less effective drive . The most 
consistently effective drive shots are 
hummers that move directly parallel to a 
sidewall. Often as equally effective, 
though, as the down -the -liner s are the 
cross-court classics which hit the 
sidewall three quarters of the way back 
and eit her bounce twice before reaching 
the back wall or die at the wall. Least 
effective but often succes sful is the 
screamer hit directly at your opponent, 
coming too fast for any but a weak 
return. 

There are many advantages to drive 
shots for players at all levels . Dictating 
aggressive racquetball, the drive will put 
your opponent off balance and will make 
it difficult for him or her to build any 
kind of rhythm during the match. 

To be specific, the good drive down 
the line or cross -court will make it 
impossib le for your opponent to get a 
racquet on the ball, while a drive right at 
the other player standing close to the 
service line or mid -court will, hopefully , 
leave him startled and unable to recover 
in time for a return. 

Concerning the down-the -wall and 
cross -court drives, these shots don't 
necessarily have to be play stoppers to be 
successful. An alt ernative objective is to 
move your opponent out of position, 
thereby forcing a weak return to which 
you can choose another shot to kill or 
drive, pinch or roll away. 

Now let's have a look at the 
mechanics of the drive. The most im ­
portant element of a good cross -court 

drive is the angle. It must be wide 
enough to prevent your opponent-who 
should be near mid -court-from cutting 
the shot off and blasting it back at you . 

If the angle is even a bit too wide, the 
ball will rebound off the sidewall too soon 
and hang far enoug h in the center of the 
court for access by your opponent. This 
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Playor A In tho diagram has tho option of ( 1 J hltrlng a down­
the-wall do\to or (2) a cross-court drive. to,cing Player B 
into the back court to retrieve tno ba ll 

will also be the case when the ball is hit 
too hard and too high , affording the 
other player a shot from the back wall. 

Barring these mistakes, your drive 
should forc e your opponent out of center 
court enab ling you to take this coveted 
posit ion, and put him in the back court 
trying to hit a ball while he is moving 
away from the front wall. 

A drive which reaches the back wall 
can also be effective by making your 
opponent run to back court only to find 
the ball dead and unplayab le. This is on ly 
true if the ball is not hit too high . 

The sam e is true of a down -the-wall 

drive, which is a little more difficult to 
execute because the wall tends to inhibit 
your stroke. But then, your opponent 
will have the same problem with the ball 
on its rebound, perhaps worse if the ball 
is h it correctl y. Then it's known as 
wallpaper. 

However, if the ball bites at the 
sidewall on a down-the-line shot, it may 
result in a plum for your opponent, for 
the ball will slow down , change direction 
and head for middle court. It is worth­
while here to stress again the im­
portance of hitting the ball low. A high 
ball will certainly reach the back wall, 
giving your opponent the opportunity of 
making you the defender. 

Of the two most effective drive shots, 
i. e. , down-the -line and cross-court, the 
former is more difficult to execute 
precisely . This is because the sidewall 
cannot be used to slow the ball down in 
its journey to back court. Therefore it is 
easier to miscalculate and find the ball 
coming back from the back wall. The 
objective is to make the ball hug the 
sidewal l. It must be hit at just the right 
speed and height, with not even the 
slightest angle. 

The third type of drive is the most 
ineffective and therefore not used often, 
unless the opponent is very close to ~he 
front wall. 

ln order for it to be effective, it must 
come at your opponent at about waist 
high, slightly to the forehand and very 
hard . The other player should be in the 
mid - to fore -court area. 

lf the ball reaches him too high, he can 
duck out of the way and pick it up when 
it comes off the back wall. Too low and 
he may very likely kill it. But, if it is hit 
hard eno ugh and in the right spot, it will 
probably result in a weak return. 

This is a very tricky shot, with a low 
percentage of effectiveness . It is most 
effective in doub les when a pass may get 
by one of your adversaries only to be 
picked off by the other. Most players 
prefer to shoot away from the opponent, 
thereby forcing him or her to move out 
of position and center -court. 

Since the cross-court drive is the most 
effective and easiest to execute, you will 
encounter this shot more than any other. 
It it's done well, you haven't a chance, 
unless you see it com ing or anticipate. 
Then cut it off mid -court with a drive 
down -the -line . 

In general, you should try to take the 
game to your opponent, mix up your 
shots and break your opponent's rhythm 
and balance. Drive shots are a good way 
to accomplish all of these.• 
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FINAL 1980 AARA RANKINGS 
MEN'S 11 42 J Leon Fl 50 18 F W eb ber NY 60 8 K Holl 

1 M lupp,oport PA 500 4J R Ma• ey 10 50 19 G Adams VA 50 
AA 50 MEN'S 55 + 

2 8 Sou le TN 200 .. T McK,e TX 50 20 H . Cotcrnan Al 50 
9. I Koun TN 50 1. K Glad sto ne CA 600 

J B 0.1ghan OH 100 45 H. Peele MA 50 21 J Cornell CA 50 
10 S . Kovensky PA 50 2. O. Goddard MT JOO 

4 G Hunler FL 100 46 B P1no1a PA 50 22 S Garafal o MA 50 
11 B Konecnc CA 50 J M Fri edman ME 175 

5 8 Jackson AL 100 
., A Ri ley FL 50 2J ~ ~::11

Sen s 
VT 50 

12 L Ks1cn1cw icz MA 50 4. E L owrance TN 100 

6. ~-tt.~:. MA 100 48 R A,os WA 50 24 co 50 
1J M . Long MA 50 5 F. Vc1ter WI 100 

7 VA 100 49 P Rowe MD 50 25 T Let iwllcr MA 50 
14. S McT :,ggo rt CN 50 6 . E Cn.pu.ino A i 50 

8 G. Tao1tnsend Al 100 ~OM~.f~~ e 
CA 50 26 J Olle1sor IN 50 

15 C . Morri son TN 50 1 J He1kamp FL 50 

9 M ChabOI Al 95 21 F P.l lcr mo ONT 50 
16 o . N ickey PA 50 8 J Her o LA 50 

10 T. Beve lock PA 80 1 C Frenck VA 600 28 V Z Pawt on OK 50 
17 C Parrolt TN 50 9 ~ ~~R~~ 

NC 50 

11 e. F,sene MA 80 2 L S,au AZ 200 29 . B Pri ch ard TN 50 
18 M Shields TN 50 JO. OK 50 

12 B. 011,,e,r PA 80 J M Callahan MA 150 JO P s 1ank,s CT 50 
19 C. Troll icr ME 50 11 A Laurilcn MT 50 

IJ G. Martinez PA 7~ 4 K Lenlr PA 150 Jl C Bu schn er MA 45 
20 Wi t hers NY 50 12 8 , l\tOH OW CA 50 

,. T Taylor FL 75 5 L Val es ID 100 J2 F Elia NJ 45 
2 1. S Rh ,cu MA 44 13. L Correia Al JO 

15 J. Casc ,o NY 70 6 A Swolto,d TN 75 JJ J So ll O MA 44 
22 M. Bruno AA JO 14 0 . Rodeller CA JO 

16 M O,amond NY 65 1 0 Beno •I MA 50 34 J Joiner TX 40 
2J A Code TN JO 15 D Ga rtr ell CA 20 

17 
{ ~~,~~~ it,s 

ME 60 8 J Co11era11 CA 50 J5 . R Wallo.er TX .35 
24 u c,amp1 on PA JO 16 A Hank e ;L 20 

18 CN 60 9 A P1cke11 VA 50 J6 E Crul a OK JO 
25 C Cu ll onc MA JO 17 G Weir A l 20 

19 C B,ysman FL 50 10. F Rago ·,... TX 50 J7 r Economoel y MA JO 
26 L Oev.oy MA 30 18 R. Sh ,vc ly IL 10 

20 J Cha001 Al 50 11 P 01verde CA JO JS L Fonseca NJ JO 
27 L Lev ,n e MA JO 19. T. Ru sch IL 8 

21 T ChO<k>Sh TX 50 12. N Julia VA JO J9 L Hu rrel NJ JO 
28 R Mel ish TX JO 20 E Kem pi n IL 5 

22 M Cook TN 50 1J C. fh ~~n1on 
CA 20 40 0 Jona s VA JO 

29 L P,card Al JO MEN 'S 40-+ 

23 8 Denson on, 50 ,. NC 20 41 F. K1lbf1do ONT JO 
JO T Press ler TX JO I C. Gafl ,nk el NY GOO 

24 M o,Pa rdo Al 50 MEN'S 30+ 42 8 LaTov c ne VA JO 
Jl. M Ound ros CA JO 2. B King VA JOO 

25. T Dunn FL 50 1 
~ - ~"Jl1%rd 

co 500 43. V Z. Lawton OK JO 
J2 M. A.aygoza TX JO J A Adam s CT 100 

26 S Emma MA 50 2 CA 200 44 E. LO"Nranco TN JO 
JJ J Runk PA JO 4 . 0 Oo bb ,ns c o 100 

27 ; ~;,i•:~der NJ 50 J J Schw at11 FL 200 45. R. Mart in MA JO 
J4. 1 iJ;,~:~ CN JO 5. A K,rk WA 100 

28 FL 50 4 K Taylor OK 150 46 C Ph illi ps AA JO 
JS ME JO 6 J Sirc im CA 100 

29 ~ ~rdnet 
OH 50 5 M LuCIW MA 120 47 E.R. Schaub MA JO 

J6 M Tow ns MA JO 7. M Wa yne CA 75 

30 CN 50 6 C Nie·,es TX 105 48. c wires NC JO 
37 G. Wal sh MA JO 8 6 . Mas ucci CA 70 

Jl . O Hamm on d O K 50 7. C Duda MD 100 49. I Cow ie NY 25 
JS . L Wheele r TN JO 9 K Calk ins CA 60 

J2 M Hard eman TN 50 8 J Hend erso n WA 100 50 J. Bennc1 1 NJ 20 
J9. B Allen TN 20 10. F. 81.:icss FL 50 

33 0 Hut>e.l OR 50 9 0 . Jone ~ CA 100 WOMEN 'S B 
40 0 . Conner PA 20 11 P. C rum mey Al 50 

J4 A Hugo1ns MO 50 10 C Senters IL 100 
41. J. Cro NSIOn CN 20 12 R Hon on c o 50 

JS G Law so n KY 50 11 A Ccocson TX 50 
I L B.:iuml(H VA 500 42. B Delay MA 20 1J L Klein CA 50 

J6 1 McRae TN 50 12. V OubOlsky FL 50 
2 O Sloan NY 200 4J C OcV:irn ey ME 20 14 . F l..Jw FL 50 

J7. E P,1a Al 50 1J l L,lle s TN 50 
J D Beno it M A IOJ ... K. Frankl +n MA 20 15 0 . Sc bOII VA 50 

JS S. Pren11c o PA 50 ,. B K, aut CA 50 
4 C Grazle, PA 100 45 S. Field NV 20 16 8 Daley A l JO 

39 R Oua r1ucc10 ME 50 15 A Romano MA 50 
~ T Walk ins FL 100 46 0 G.i rre11 PA 20 17 J Orm anosk , c o JO 

40 R Quinn CA 50 16 E Stover Al 50 
6 r Clark A L 80 47 I. Guer, a TX 20 18 P Pcn s:ib cne NC JO 

41 J . Slate NC 50 " G W1lhtOoN ID 50 
7 V Daily AR 60 • 8 C Heard AA 20 19 B Radf o rd CA JO 

42 R Smith FL 50 18 R Wor1nmg1on MD 50 
8 SR L~~~rahan Euro~ 

75 49 S LOQJn TX 20 20. G Boatlte co 20 

43 f :ro~~ rns 
MA 50 19 J Zab ry IL 50 

9 70 50 J TUlon ME 20 2 1 P Cr um me y MA 20 

44 AA 50 20 G. Lo,uo IL 30 
10 J Skl rDOII PA 70 22 0 . G ia uqu e CA 20 

45 J Swar12 FL 50 21 B Pall/son Al JO 
11 C. Kes 1e, PA 63 WOMEN'S C 2J G Go rson NC 20 

46 8 T11us GA 50 22 b ~~~:rs 1e1n " c JO 
12 G So th le NY 60 1 S Rauc h AA 100 24 b ~ ;~ ; ~~6an 

PA 20 

47 M Tumine llo TX 50 23 CA 30 
1J S. Belanger ME 50 2 S Bu rli ngame MA 70 25. Al 20 

4 8 M V101e11e M E 50 24 D war sfe r CA JO 
14 K. Bend er Eu rope 50 J K.. Nas h MA 70 26 S Sm, l h KS 20 

•9 B We la 1 NJ 50 25. A Belm onle s CA 20 
15 C. Cn.>ncy TN 50 4 C Au s tin TX 60 WOMEN'S 35 + 

~EN "SD o~'l21 er 
GA 50 26 P Brenna n Al 20 

16. P 0 1llarcJ TX 50 5 O Benoi t MA 60 1 L S 1au AZ 565 

27 J . Bys 1one AL 20 
17. P Dorsne ,mc r PA 50 6 L Ale:...ando r TN 50 ? B Sm1lh ID JOO 

1 E AndrCNS CA 680 28 J Jone s PA 20 
18 O tsaDell TN 50 7 H Burde n NY 50 3 ~ ~~'~ks MA 290 

2 M Mc Donough MA 540 29 G. Katr,an co 20 
19 J. Jo hn son MA 50 8 P Co rcor..1n TX 50 • CA 100 

J T. Ranker PA JBS JO D Pe1er5 NC 20 20 O Koon1z IL 50 9 Doe rne r NY 50 5 S G raham VA 100 

4 J Dunlap TN 290 Jl 0 . Culberson Al 15 
21 N Kri ss MA 50 10 ~ ~ ?~?,~rai d 

TX 50 6 R HCbOfl CA 100 

5 G. v,er,a, MA 285 J2 J Hein er NC 15 22. L Kuche nr eulher FL 50 11 M E 50 7 A Ke llehe r IL 100 

6 G Malolo y MA 270 JJ P. Henr ic kson Al 15 
2.J S Loce y MA 50 12 C. Goe llus NJ 50 8 B. Smi th ID 100 

7 P P;,nnerall a CT 260 34 . J. lnd eli ca 10 Al 15 
24 ~ C:~~~~~e MA 50 1J M. Gray IN 50 9 A Gra nt MA 50 

8 S Clilrk VA 250 J5 . K. t..amk1n co 15 25 MS 50 ,. C Jc.-.iell MA 50 10 D Lahli NY 50 

9 K 01.1n1ap CA 2JO J6 0 Lawrence A L 15 
26 N Mc C lusk ey TN 50 15 J . Land er CT 50 11. H L'.lven u r TN 50 

10. M. Hegg co 200 J7 L Li les TN ·~ 27 B McGonn igal PA 50 16 K Lan ge TN 50 12. L Jan dris IL 50 

11 M Luc1w MA 195 JS. M M eyo, A l 15 
28 J Myer s NC 50 17 C May er CN 50 1J 0 Pa1en1 MT 50 

12 M Romano MA 180 J9 G. NoJI co 15 29. C N es lle NY 50 18 M. O 'Hea rn OR 50 14. F Aagow TX 50 

1J J. Cullen GA 170 40 J Nussman NC 15 JO P. Plum bO NJ 50 19 
~- tr~Jon 

Al 50 15 G Ro sen l c ld Al 50 

,. L Fo• OH 170 41. P Ricar d co 15 J l B Sech11s 1 MA 50 20 CN 50 16 J Sc hm 1d l FL 50 

15 M R3popotl PA 150 42. B. Shlelds AL 15 J 2 M. Sm ilh TN 50 21 E Pugh VA 50 17 C Sloa n CA 50 

16 R Gonz.alez NY 140 4J . B S1ogat GA 15 JJ M S1ewa r1 PA 50 22 C. A1cn tud so n NV 50 18. B Trevor TX 50 

17 B Anderson TN 120 44 . D. Sm11n NC 15 J4 R Wadswonn MA 50 23. B Scott MO 50 19 P Wni1 1emor e Al 50 

18 C Hot1on NY 115 ~ 8 . Vlolllnl z NC 15 J5 J, Bryan! MA 40 24 L Shank s T N 50 20 . K W elnsl OCk IL JO 

19 M. Mjeho-.,,cn TN 115 48 P. Brennan MA 10 J6 S Feldm:in NY 40 25 M Till er FL 50 25. R Man ln MA JO 

20. C Cu lntcr PA 100 47 . A Zewo PA 10 
37 S. Guidry IX 40 26 J VonB arl hOld NY 50 26. J So ll o MA 10 

21. G M erri tt TX 110 4 8 E. Slover MA 8 JS P. Wh i ttemore Al 40 27. G. Wobb MA 50 27 S1cwan MA 1Q 

22 8 Radford CA 108 49. J. lndell1ca10 MA 5 J9 I Cas 1ete s PA J5 28 K llm ,co MA 40 MEN "S 60 + 

2J C Ma thewon PA 108 ~ J. Em es PA J 
40 M Bou lCll e MA JO 29. M. GenlilO PA JO 1. F Vetter W I 500 

24 E Fo ley MD 100 
4 I J Boyer MA JO JO B Bell FL JO 2. L W Iide UT 200 

25 J t<.warlle, TX 100 WOMEN'S OPEN 
42 S Brem PA JO Jl M A . Aquadr o TN 30 J E Low rance TN 120 

26 V Nlederno fl er NY 100 1 C Ba..c1er PA 52J 4J K Campbell GA JO 32. K Bremer MO 30 4 I Gum cr KY 75 

27 J Uu son OR 100 2 C. Frenc"- VA 500 44 N Hahm MA JO JJ K Ca rns ME JO 5 A G uerry TN 60 

28 A Yor1il. MO 100 3 J Simon MA J88 45 M Kane NY JO J 4. K Cer , .:i Al JO 6. R Hane y CO 50 

29 S Dunn CA 100 4 C M cK inn ey GA JJO 46 N , Kall PA 30 J5 P Drysd ale KS JO 1 H Lc lll cr Europe 50 

JO P Brennan MA 95 5 E en,t. ch ME 270 47 H. Le ber ma n MA JO J6 H. Ellinger CN JO 8 0 Sm1lh W I 50 

Jl R Cap11t NJ % 6. C Alba MA 268 48 0 M,llcr MD JO 37. P Fo rd MA JO M EN 'S 65 + 

J2 J Jon es PA 05 7 L Zarl os PA 215 49 C Ke s ler PA JO JS K Foun101n TN JO 1. I Gurner KY 500 

33 0 . Acelo MA 9J 8 B Faul":cnbl.Jry co 200 50 L S1a1c r MD JO J9 Gl oe<Je NJ 30 M
2
EN 't;lifift~Sd so+ M O 

200 

34 S Larrabe e MA !lO 9 S Fanning TN 180 40. C Ho o l TN JO 

35 F Lesper a ne e MA 90 10 K Bi sho p CA 150 MEN'S C 4 1. J Jo nes AR JO 1. C Lake VA 500 

J6 . A Mond1tch MA BJ 11. M Mo ok CA 150 1 M. Parent MA 70 42 A LaJoie MA JO 2 B. Fols o m ME 200 

J 7 B Bu rnolle MA 80 12 T Tillo tson VA 150 2 C. Ro sen lhal ME 60 4J. G. Levine TN JO J J Oo mn 1k co 100 

JS K laylor OK 80 1J J Abt>OII MT 150 3. H. Blake TX 58 44 H Moore NC JO 4 ~ ~~~'Bi ng 
Al 100 

39. A. O lso n ME 74 
,. ~-kri~~t NY 130 4 J Brunlh .-wer AA 50 45 . S Ne-NSome TN JO 5. NY 100 

40 S John son PA 10 1~ 10 125 5 E Burke OK 50 46 L Rob son CN JO 6 R. Wa lker TX 100 

41 K Chambliss OK 70 16 S Hurw11z CT 118 6 N Campbell FL 50 
., C. Ti nk er OR JO 7 A. Ross, CA 75 

42 J. Amatu l ll IN 70 17 J . My ers NC 115 7 E. Ch3ndler MA 50 48 P AOOe VA 20 8. S Garafalo MA 70 

43 E Slover MA 70 18 N. Hamrick CA 115 8 0 . Darrah DE 50 M EN'S NOVICE 9. S G araf alo Al 50 

44 T. McAuli ff e FL 65 19 8 Allwe l$.$ CA 115 9 '6. ~~fm1d 10 
OH 50 1 J. Cnris13n1 MA 65 10 J. Gomory PA 50 

45 P. Salazar co es 20 8 . Bur kc ll FL 110 10. PA 50 2 C Al berll NY 50 11 H Greg VT 50 

46 B Oehm CT 6J 21 M. Lu l l VA 100 11. J. Elltckhar TX 50 J B Arbuckle CN 50 12 S Prev111 FL 50 

47. G . Cassi d y MA 60 22 K. 8 0,ga NJ 100 12. J Hurw ill CT 50 4 A Av111a NV 50 1J R Saccm co 50 

48 8 . Daniel AR 60 2J D Goss1ck FL 100 IJ . A Hyman MA 50 5 A Barbaro CN 50 14. 8 . Tanner TN 50 

49 T. Giordano NC 60 24 M Callahan MA 100 14. E John s MD 50 6 G 8oulangor MA 50 15 G. Owyo r co JO 

50 0 Janelle MA 60 25 P Ma11son PA 100 15 K John!Jon OR 50 7. W . Bro Nn MA 50 16. J Goldman MA J O 

MEN'S SEN IORS 26 MA Clue ss NY 98 16 0 . K,wkus MA 50 8 J Cape rs TN 50 17 J Solio Al JO 

1 J . Auslin TX 615 27 M. Copley TN 80 17 B Kofo id TN 50 9. J.ChamDe rla, n OR 50 18 J Goldma n Al 20 

2 C. Gu1n1e, PA Jl5 28 . L Martmo CA 80 18 B. Ma rs h3II CN 50 10. t.l~~~f~$ TX 50 19 J . Gom ory PA 20 

J 0 . Giordano MA 280 29 S. McC ll n1ock MS 80 19 T. McG rallan CN 50 11 NY 50 20. D. Mart in MA 20 

4 A W ehrle GA 220 JO J La Point MS 70 20. G. Port er field MO 50 12 8 . Couture Al 50 21 A Sampl e NM 20 

5 J . PoNell PA 215 JI G Woods CA 65 21 O Rag land TN 50 I J C. Ellis Al 50 22 A. Kelly MA 15 

6 F Acosta NC 200 32 8 Bludc au TX 60 22 J Aobo rlS TN 50 14 J . Lalle t ly AA 50 2J D. Calv in CT 10 

7 J. Laraia MA 160 JJ M Wells PA 60 2J. C Savage MA 50 15 E Lewis PA 50 24. 0 M3rl ln MA 10 

8 J Jordan AL 150 34 M . O 'Buen PA 55 24. v va , q ue .z NY 50 16 8 Morgan LA 50 25 A. Mart in MA 10 

9 J . lcaa FL 150 35 8 . 01,en ME 54 25. J . W ilson MA 50 17. J Pa11e,son TN 50 26 J Soho MA 10 

10 8 M uehle i sen CA 150 J6 . J. Ad ler TN 50 26 P W i lson TN 50 18 S. Rowe TN 50 27 Sl cw arl MA 10 

11 W Mas D ario DE 110 37 8 . Ander so n CA 50 27 J . Won~ CA 50 19 H. Sachs M E 50 

12 0 . cahill MA 105 JS. F Oav1.s NJ 50 28 J Twe h? MA 40 20. J. Stansberry TX 50 

13 M. Call WA 100 J9 M Goldman MD 50 29 . D Bryan MA 40 21 T Stewart PA 50 

1• . 8 Du nn CA 100 40 0 . Henry Ml 50 30 R Barbaro CT 30 22 
~ : t'aeJpn~e 

MA 50 

15 F . Lelle r NJ 100 4 1 L. Kennedy 50 Jl . A. Bec~or OR 30 2J MA 45 

16 W . Mars ha ll IL 100 :~. I Kirk land OK 50 J2 F. Bowler CN JO 24. 8 . Abelcy MA JO 

17 J Schoimbaium CA 100 J Segall TX 50 JJ S Brewer TX JO 25 L Applen AA JO 

18 J . Se rgentanis NJ II(> 44 R. ThorN S CA 50 34. T Co lby TN 30 26 g ~~~?~~mas Al JO 

19 W Pie,ce MA 90 45 A. Wir ick MO 50 J5 N Oespon OH JO 27. CN JO 

20 . B Kehoul NJ 85 46. 8 WI ii VA 50 J6 . J . Elki ns TN JO 28 E.. Coullon TX 30 

21. E. John son IL 80 47. M. Bo u lelte MA 45 37. 0 . Gard n er CA JO 29 . 8 . OeSolO CA JO 

22. H. Colema n MA 79 48 T. Hapar PA •5 JS. T Hambldge NC JO JO. A Dunn MA JO 

23 L. SI . O ng e TN 78 49. S Be ale' ME •o J9 . J. Jor 1ner TX JO Jl M. Fi ll ugh TN JO 

2• R Galbreath PA 75 50 E Br ub er PA 40 40 . 0 . Kirkland OK JO 32 R Franzese NY JO 

25 V Oh,er GA 75 MEN 'S • s+ ... A . Leteri NY 30 JJ . 
8'.trood 

NY 30 

215 M Friedman ME 70 1. B Muehle i sen CA 600 42. A Lono MA JO 34 CN JO 

27 . J . Nocera 70 2. A. f e,arrl MO 270 4J t<.. Lowey MO JO J5 . w. Jenkins MA JO 

28 T. Wall z CT 70 3. P. Ta lbo l NJ 255 ... 8 . Martin A l JO J6 . K LaCour s1erc OR 30 

29. 
~-- ~ : 1T:W.u 

TN 65 4 . C. Wickha m NC 215 45. J. Men d ola CT 30 J7. 0 . Lee PA JO 

30 NC es 5 8 . Fo lsom ME 200 46 J. Moran te FL 30 JS A. Leighton ME 30 

31 J . Kleval<y PA 6S 6 J . sue,m CA 150 47. a . Pettas NY JO J9 . A Mar1ono CT JO 

32 P C rum mey MA 62 YI 7. P Columbo NY 120 48. w. Relchar1 PA JO •o M . Med ina TX 30 

33 E C.1 t ill o 55 8. S S&ndoval IL 120 •9. R. Robinson TN JO 41 J. Nelson TN JO 

~- K Koc h llk TX 55 9 . C Lako VA JOO 
~o M::.- ,i •~iij~ E 

CN JO 42 J. Walson PA 30 

35 J . Lotem pio NY 55 10. J . Mooney co 100 
•J C. Appe l CN 20 

36 . C . M,nor MS 55 11. 0 . Reinhar d WA 100 1. i lj~'tc':,am 
MA 50 44 . M. Barnes MD 20 

37 . ~.'t:.7 IL 50 12. W . Schm idt MA 90 2 TX 50 45 J . Benaw ay MA 20 

38 FL 50 13 S. Marcus FL 75 J P. Carve, MA 50 46 . S. Burow ME 20 

39 . R. !?'IPOI Al 50 14 J. Cre-v1ky PA 70 4 . C. ChodOSh TX 50 47 . O. Campbell TN 20 

•O. 0 . Elhotl co 50 15. P Whi tehill WA 65 ~- J . Cole TX 50 48 . L CanbOrO OK 20 

•1 . G. Gull e lf e CA 50 18. J . Lep0 r1 MA 63 6 N. Co lone Al 50 . 9 . 
~ -~~~~rngs 

A l 20 

17. R Thornton TN 60 7 J . Hlfberl MA 50 50 ME 20 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE 
AMERICAN AMATEUR 

RACQU ET BALL ASSOCIATION 

ARTICLE I 

Se ct ion 1 - N a m e 
The name of 1he organization shall be the American Amateur Racquelball As soci ation . 

S e ction 2 - Defln ltlon 
Th is corpora lion Is a membership corporation and shall have no capital stock This corporat ion Is one which does no t con1emplate pecuniary gain or profit 10 any member, of , 

fleer or direc tor , and no part of the earnings of this corporallon , II there be any earnings, or the assets of this cor porallon, shall Inure to the benefit of any member, officer or 
director I hereof Th e properly of this corporation Is Irrevoca bly ded icated to athlellc, char itab le, health and educallonal purposes . Furthermo re, In lhe event of the dissolution or 
llquldatlon o f thi s corporation, any and all su rplu s, cap Ital or assets shall be distributed lo one or more funds , foundallons or corporations selecled and chosen by the Board of 
Dlrec1ors of this corporation and cond~cted solely and exclusively for reli gious, alhletlc , health , charllable or sclenllflc purposes , no part of the net earnings of wh ich Inures to 
lhe benefit of any person , member , officer or dlreclor and no substantial part of the acllvltles of which Is carrying on propaganda or otherwise attempllng lo Influence leg Isla -
lion . 

ARTICLE II 

S e c tion 1 - Purpo •• 
This American Amateur Racquetball As soci ation is a non-profit organ ization for educallonal purposes des igned to foster the development of the sport of racquetball In lhe 

Uni ted Slates . The Assoc ial lon offers Institut io ns and Ind ividuals who aeslre to joi n In member ship for tho advancement of racquetball an opportunity to partic i pate and con -
tribute to lhat gr owth . These pu rposes a're ful filled through the alms and objectives . 
Sec ti on 2 - A lm a a nd Ob Jectlv•• 

A. To perpetuate , Improve and ex1end the spo rt of racquetball In the United States . 
B. To stimulate the Inte res t of people In healthy sport partlclpallon through racquetball . 
C. To supe"'lse and adm inis ter a contin uing racquetball program for all age groups for the purpose of sti mulating Interest and developing athletes through careful prepara-

D. 
lion and plann ing , utilizing existi ng facilities, resources and coach ing . 
To unify and coord i nate the efforts of all agenc ies In terested In promo lln g racquetball and permit all Interested part ies to have a voice In the development of the sport In 
the Un ited Slates . 

E. To c reate and maintain researc h projec ts that will benefit all parties Interested In racquetball . 
F. To provide a clearinghouse for the dls t rlbullon of coaching aids, literature, fi lms, research materials and rules collected fro m sources in the Unlled States, Canada and 

other countries . 
G. To establish an effective means of communlcallon for the transmiss ion of useful Ideas whereby coaches and athletes will be Informed of the latest developments and 

techniques In racquetball • 
H. To give prompt attention to vali d sugges tio ns on how to Improve the conduct of admlnlstrallon In racquetball In the United States . 
I, To establish regional , national and International series of racquetball clinics . 
J . To mainta in records and disseminate Information perlaln lng to all phases ot racquetball . 
K. To 1raln and certify compelenl racquelball officials . 
L To raise money and finance lmprovemenl In the sport of racquelball . 
M. To op erale ex clus ively for educational and charitable purposes . 

ARTICLE Ill 

Sectio n 1 - Me m berahlp 
A. Membership In the American Amaleur Racquelba ll Asso c iation shall Include the following classlflcatlons : 

1. Individ ual or competitive membe r: This membership shall be open 10 any Individua l who as a sponsor or compelltor or Interes ted boosler wishes 10 parllc lp ate 
and contribute 10 lhe growth of racquetball . 

2. Inst itutional member: This membership shall be open to each Individual Instit ution o r organization wh ich sponsors and supports a racque tbal l team or teams . 
B. The membe rs of this corporation shall be those persons and lnslltullons who shall pay a membersh ip fee prescr ibed by the Board of Directors and shall ho ld valid 

membersh ip cards . 
C. The members of the American Amateur Racque tball Association shall assist the Board of Directors In an advisory capacity and render such assistance as may be re• 

quested by the Boa rd of Director s from time to lime . 
D. Certificates of membership shall be of such form and design as the Board of Directors may elect, and each certificate sha ll be signed by the President, or at the direction 

o f the Presiden t, the same shall be signed by the Executive Director, and said cer t ificate shall express on Its face i ts number, date of Issue, date of expiration, the name 
of the member to whom It Is Issued and the official Insignia of the American Amateur Racquetball Association . 

E. The Preside n t sha l l appoin t a committee of at leas t f ive (5) members of the Board of Directors whose duty It shall be to elect one or more persons as player and/or con-
trlbulor to be honored In the Hall of Fame for Racquetball. It sha ll be t he du ly o f said committee l o select only such persons lo be so honore d who have demonstrated 
sportsmanship, high persona l quallllos and outstanding proficiency In playing racquetball or who have made outstanding contribut ion s lo the welfare and advancement 
of the sport . Such electio ns shall be of perso ns who shall have retired from serious racquetball tournament competition In open singles and/or doubles play for a period 
o f at least (5) years . 

ARTICLE IV 

Section 1 - lna lgnla 
The Assoclallon shall have suc h officia l Ins ignia as lhe Boar d o f Direc tors may dec ide. 

ARTICLE V 

Seollon 1 - Offl oer-e 
The officers of lhe A ssocia t io n sha ll be Presiden t. Vice President, Secretary-Treas urer, National Commissioner and National Rules Commissioner, each to be elec ted by 311d 

from the me mbership of the Board of Di recto rs. Each of t hese offices Is to be held by a separate Individual member of the Board . 

Ju ly/ Augu st '80 Racqu etball 59 



hotlen • - Deftnltlen, Tenna and Dutl•• ol Offloen 
A. President 

1. The Association shall have a president who shall be elected by a majority of the vote s cast by the Board of Dlreclors at a special meeting of the Board of Directors which 
shall follow Immediately the annual meeting of the membership of the Amer ican Amateur Racquetball Association . 

2. He shall serve a term of not more than three years, stanlng from the adJournmenl ·or the Board of Directors meeting at wh ic h he was elected. 
3. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Association membersh ip, Board of Directors and the Executiv e Comm ltle e and sha ll be an ex-off ,c lo memb er o f any and 

all operating committees . 
4 . The president shall be respons ible for the affairs of the Association and, with the assistance of the Executive Director, shall execute and admin ister the polic ies 

established by the Board of Directors . 
8. Vice President 

1. The Association shall have a Vice President who shall be elected by a majority of the votes cast by the Board of Directors at a spec ial mee tin g o f tho Board of Directors 
which shall follow Immediately the annual meeting of the membersh ip of the American Amateur Racquetball Association 

2. He shall serve a term of not more than three years, stanlng l rom the adjournment of the Board of Directors meeting at wh ich he was elected . 
3. The Vice President shall perform the duties of the Presi dent In h is absence . 

C. Secretary -Treasurer 
1. The Association shall have a Secretary -Treasurer who shall be elected by a majority of the votes cast by the Board of Directors wh ich shall fo llo w Immed iate ly t he an nual 

meeting of the membership ol the American Amateur Racquetball Association . 
2. He shall serve a term of not more than three years, starting from the adjoumment of the Board of Directors meeting at wh ic h he was elected 
3. The Secretary-Treasurer shall be chairman of the operating Committee on Fin ance . 
4. The Secretary -Treasurer shall periodically rev iew the systems and procedures of the Association and subm it approp ria te recommend ati ons to the Pres ident and Ex-

ecutlve Director . 
5. The Secretary-Treasurer shall keep records of the proceedings of the meetings of the membership, th e Board of Directo rs and the Executive Committee and s ha ll ma ' s a 

repon of these activitie s to the mem bership of the American Amat eur Racquetba l l Association . 
6. At the end of each fiscal year, the Secretary -Treasurer, with the ass istance ol the Exec utive Director, shall prov ide for an aud it of Association funds and accoun ts by 

qual llled aud it ors , provisi ons for payment of which sha ll be made within the Ame ri can Amateur Racquetb all A ssoci atio n. 
7. The Secretary-Treasurer, with the assis tance of the Executive Director , sha ll present to th e Board of Directors pr ior 10 the end ol any fi scal year, a pr oposed operating 

budget for the en .suing fiscal year . 
D. National Comm issi oner 

1. The As sociati on shall have a National Commissioner who shall be elec ted by a ma jo rit y of the votes cas t by th o Board ol Direc tor s at a specia l mee tin g of the Board of 
Direc tors which shall follow Imm ed iately the annual meeting of the membersh ip of the Ame rican A mateur Racquetba ll Assoc iation . 

2. He shall serve a term of not more than three years , starling from the adjo urnment of the Board of Direc tors meeting at which he was elected . 
3. The dull es of the National Commiss ioner sha ll consis t of ass is ting t he Executive Director In ob taining comm itments from the various citi es to act as hos ts for lnvll a• 

tlona l, d ivisional and na ti onal tou rnaments to be held annually, to appoint area comm ission ers to aid In the purposes and programs of the Amer ican Amateur Racquel bal l 
Assocletlon ; and to serve as chairman of the draw and seedings comm ittees at all Invit atio nal, d ivision al and nat ional tour namen ts of th e Assoc iat ion . 

E. National Rules Commis sioner 
1. The Association shall have a Nat iona l Rules Commi ssioner who shall be ele ct ed by a majority of the vot es cast by t he Boar d of Dir ectors at a spec ial mee ting of lhe 

Board of Direc tors wh ic h shall follow Imme diately the ann ual meeting of the membe rshi p of th e American Amateu r Racquetball As so cia t ion . 
2. He shall serve a term of not more than three years , starling from the adjournment of the Board of Directors meeting at wh ich he wa s elected . 
3. The dutie s of the National Rule s Comm iss ioner shall be to take such steps as shall be necessary In orde r lo determ in e the Identity o f such pe rsons having qua llllcalions 

to act a., referees In racqu etball contests and who shall be famil iar wit h t he pub lls hed rules relati ng l o racQuetball play and racquetba ll cont ests and lournamenl s; and 
funher to des ignate the referees 10 act In that capacity In racque tba ll contests and tournaments . He shall take such steps as shall be necessary In o rde r to expla in, Inte r-
pre!, and revise lhe written ru les of racquetball . A ll such explanat ions, Interpretation s and revisions are to be subm it ted by the rule s comm ittee to the Board of Directors 
for approval. Approval of any rule revi sion or Interp reta ti on will consis t of a two-thirds majority vote ol the Board o f Directors In add i tion th e Ru les Comm iss ioner shall 
be chairman of th e Rule s Committee 

Section 3 - Remowal and Rept.cement of Officer• 
A. An officer may be removed from offic e by a two-third s vote of the Board of Director s 
B. II an officer of the Board dies, resigns or Is remov ed a new offic er will be electe d by a majority of vot es cast by t he Board of Directors . 

Section 4 - •x•cutlw• Dire ctor 
A . An Executive Director of the American Amateur Racquetball Associatio n shall be employed by the Boar d of Direc tors at suc h comp ensation as Is agreed upon by the Board 

of Directors . 
8 . The Executive Dir ec to r shall serve until his res ignation has been acce p ted by the Execut ive Committee or until hi s remova l by sa id Execu tive Comm ittee with approval o f 

the Board of Directors 
C. The Executive Director , unde r supervision of th e Bo ard of Direc tor s, shall be in charge of the operation of the Am erican Amat eu r Racq uetball Assoc iation and shall be 

respons ible for carrying out lhe detail s of the organization according lo the po l ic ies and regulations es tablished by the Board ol Dire ctors . He shall have general superv l• 
slon over all Income of the Assoc iation and supervise th e d ls burs emenl of funds in accor dance w ith th e budget approved by lhe Board o f Directors . 

D. The Executive Direc tor sha ll be a member , ex-officio , of all operating committees and shall keep , o r cause to be kep t . all m in utes of same . He sha l l have cha rge of all 
records of th e Association . A ll check s and drafts of th e American Amateur Racquetball Assoc iation shall be Issue d by the Executive Directo r. 

ARTICLE VI 

Section 1 - Qov• rn lng Bodi•• 
The Auoclatlon shall have lw o govern ing bod ie s: 
A. Board of Directo rs 

1. The formulation of pol icy for the American Amateur Racquetball Asso cia ti on shall be vested In a Board of Directors . 
2. The Board of Directors of this corporation shall number 10 members of which at least 20% are active part ici pa tin g racque tball p layers . 
3. Member ,s of the Board of Direc tor s shall serve no more than thre e (3) years, or un ti l their successors are sele cted . Members o f th e Board of Director s shal l be ele cted by 

and from the membersh ip of the Am erican Amateur Racquetball A ssociation, each for a te rm of t hree (3) years, and no member of th e Boa rd of Directo rs shall be selected 
again until three years alter his te rm shall have exp ire d. 

4 . Each member of the Board of Direc tors must be al th e time of h is selection and throughout h is term, a member In good stand ing of the Ame ric an Ama teu r Racqu et ball 
Association . 

5. Th e Board o f Dir ec to rs shall have tho right to reject the application o f any prosp ective member of the American Am ateur Racqu et ball Ass oc iation whose pub li c actions 
have been Judged delrimental to the welfare, Image and we ll being of racquelball and , furthe r, th e Boa rd of Directo rs sha l l have th e right to suspend or terminate the 
membership of any person whose actions have been judged detrlmenlal 10 the we lfare, Imago and well be ing of racquetb all. 

6. The Board of Directors may employ admlnstratlve assistants, a pub licity director , and/or such othe r persons as may be requ ired fo r t he proper conduct of the corpo ral ion 
and for the performance of such dut ies as the Board of Directors may delega te , provi ding same are not contrary to law , and at such compe nsation as th e Board of Dlrec-
tors may deem proper . 

7. Al all meetings of the Board of Directo rs, six (6) members shall constitute a quorum and th e action s o f the Board of Direc tor s at such meeti ngs shall be binding upon all 
members of lhe Board of Directors and the members of the American Amateur Racquetball Association and Its emp loyees . 

8. The Board of Directors shall appo int an Executive Comm ittee compr isi ng the officers of the American Amateur Racquetball As sociation (President, Vic e Preside nt, 
Secretary -Treasurer, National Commissioner and National Rules Comm issioner ), plu s one memb er at large chos en by and from th e Board of Direc tors to adv ise t he Ex• 
ecullve Director In the managemenl of lhe Association . 

9. The Board of Director s may aulhor lze the Executive Dlrec l or to sign all contracts and other Instruments In wri ting, subject to prio r approval of each such co ntract or In• 
strument by the Board of Dlreclors . 

10. The Presid ent Is authorized to cond uct mall, telegraph ic or telephonic polls o f the Board of Direc tors. When balloting Is completed, the Execu ti ve Di rec tor shall be charg • 
ed with recording the votes and reporting the results to the Board of Directors by mall, telephone or te legraph . The Preside nt shall as sum e and perfo rm al l other usual 
and customary du ties, fun ctions and services of the chief execullve . 

8 . Executive Committee 
1. There shall be an Executive Committee which shall consist of the fo llowing voling members : Presi den t, Vic e Pres id ent, Secrelary -Treasure r, Natio nal Commissioner , and 

2. 
National Rul es Commissioner . In addition there shall be one memb er at large elected by and from th e Boa rd of Directors . 
The Executive Director shalt be a non -voting member of the Executive Commi ttee. 

3. The Executive Committee Is empowered to act for the Board of Dlreclors between meetings and shall transact bu sin es s and admin is ter t he affa irs of th e Ass ocia ti on and 
I the Board of Directors . 

4 . The Executive Committee shall approve the membership of all operating commltlees . 
I 5. The Executive Committee shall meet at such times and places as It shall determine or upon the call of the President , or upon the call by a majo rity of Its members . 

6. A quorum of th e Executive Committee shall consist of four (4) voting members . 
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ARTICLE VII 

Section 1 - Annu a l an d Special Meeting• 
A The annua l me eting o f the membe rs of the Asso cl al ton shall be held al the location , crly and s1a10 of the National Amateur S,ngles Champ ionship tournament on any day 

during th e we ek o f sai d Nat ional Amateur Sing les Championship tournament 
B. Immed ia te ly following t he annua l me eti ng of th e memb ersh ip, th e Board of Di rec tors shall meet In spe cia l sessio n so le ly for the purpose o f e lectlng officers 10 succeed 

those offi ce rs who se term s are expiring . 
C. Th e annual mee ti ng of the Board o f Di rec tor s sha ll be held al suc h loca t,on and dale as determined by the Board ot Directo rs . 
D Special mee tings o t th e Board o t Di recto rs shall al so be called by !ho Presi dent on th ir ty (30) days notice . or on the w rlllen request ot six (6) or more of the members o l the 

Board o f Di rect ors . 
Al l plan s, arrang emen ls , p rogr am s, budg els and like subr ects affec11ng the well are and policies ol lh c Ass ociation sha ll be prepared and act uated by the Executive Drrector . 

All such plan s, arran ge ment s, programs and budg ets shall be sub jec t lo the approval of the Board of Directors . 

ARTICLE VIII 

Section 1 - Election• 
A. A nominating co mm,11ee o t f ive (5) membe rs shal l be app o,nted by t he President from the Board o f Dire c tors pr io r lo the ex p i ration o f th e te rm s of di recto rs. 10 se lect and 

nominate ca nd idat es for th e Boa rd o f Dir ec to rs . Suc h list shall be ce rlilied by sai d nom in ating commi tt ee and sub mitt ed to the member ship of tho American Amateur Rae• 
quetb all A ss ociation al th e annual meetin g o f the A ssoci ati o n 

B. Addl1 1onal nom ination s fo r said Boa rd o t Di rec tors may be ma de from th e floor al the annual me eting of the Association member sh ip . 
C. Elec 1,on shall be made a t the annua l meeti ng by a majo rity of vo tes cast by members In good s tanding . 
D. Should th e voting taa to produce a ma jo rit y for a su fficie nt numb er o f cand idat es to fill existing vacanc ie s on the Board of Dl reclor s , I ho se candidate s receiving a majo rity 

shall be oec lar ed elec ted and th os e candidates fa lli ng 10 rece ive a majori ty shall be voted upon agai n fo r lhc remain ing position or positions until said pos i tion s are fill ed 
by a majori ty vo te 

E Three o f tne members o f the Boa rd o t Directors shall be elec ted eac h year al the annual me eting o f the A ssocia tion memb ersh ip . 
Section 2 - Remov al of a Director 

A d irec tor may be removed from th e Boa rd o f Dire c tors by a two -thi rd s vote of the membership pre sent a t its annual meeting . 

ARTICLE IX 

Section 1 - Amendments to the Conatltutlon 
Thi s cons t i tution may be amen ded at any regular annual meeting o l th e Board of Direc tors by a tw o-th ird s vole o f the d irectors pr es ent and vo ting . 

Section 2 - B~lawa and Amendment• t o tho B~law • 
A Suc h bylaws as deem ed necessary IOJ the operat io n an d advanceme nt o f th e Ameri ca n Ama te ur Racqu et ball Asso cia tion may be adop ted by the Boa rd of Di recto rs at any 

reg ul ar or spec ial meeting by a ma, onty vote or those directors pr esen t and voting . 
B The byla w s may be amended at any regular or special meeting o f th e Board o l Directors by a maj o ri ty vote o f th ose d irec tors p resen t and voling . 
C. Proposeo amendmen ts or add1t1ons to the bylaws shall be subm i tt ed to th e Exec ull ve Di rec tor at lea st lort y-l1ve (45) days pri o r 10 th e me et ing at which said amendm ents 

or add1t1ons are to be cons idered . Th e Exec utive Direc tor s hall mail a copy of any proposed amendment s or add i tions to th e member s of th e Board of Directors no later 
th an thirt y (30) da ys preceding any s uch mee t ing 

ARTICLE X 
-

Section 1 - Committee on Committee• 
A Com mitt ee o n Commi tt ees shall be app o int ed by th e Execu t ive Commit tee for the pu rpose ol pre senting to th e Board of Dir ec tors a list o l nominees lor the various 

operating co mm i tt ees . 
Section 2 - Structure of Operating Committee• 

The following operating commlllee s are here by es 1abl1shed by lh e Am erica n Amateur Racq uetball Association : 
A . Memb ership : Th e Committee on Membership shall conduct resea rc h i nt o means of attracting now mem bership and mako recomm endation s to the Board o l Dir ec tor s 
B. Jun ior Deve lopm en t · The Committe e on Juni o r Deve lopmen t shall tak e such step s as It deem s necessary In order 10 promote Int erest In racque tba ll play among th e youth 

and shall recomme nd lo the Nat,ona l Co mmi ss ione r the l ime and lo catio n of hold ing tournam ent s for ju nior play ers within certain age gr oup s . 
C. Publ ic Relatio ns: Th e Co mm,lle e on Publi c Relati o ns shall be co ncerned with publicizing Associ a tio n activities, planning and developing ottlcla l publication s an d 

assls t,ng the Com mllt ee on F inance In raising fund s 
D. Ru les, Records and Eltglb i lt ty: Th e Committee on Rules. Rec ords and Ellg lb lll ty shall keep nec ess ary hlslo rlcal records and be held respo nsible toreflglbl llly requirements 

and rul es . 
E Financ e: The Comm,11ee o n F inan ce shall Inve s tigat e and sugge st p roced ures tor the raising of funds for the administration o f the Associat ion . 
F. Exten si on of Racqu et ball : This committee shall be concerne d with th e promotion and extension o f racquetball in slates and areas where competition Is non -existent or 

flmlled . 
G. Legal . All legal qu es tions o f the Associa tion shall be re ferred 10 th e Leg al Committee and designated co un se l. 
H. Manuf acture rs. The Assoc la lion will wo rk coope rative ly with the profe ss ional enterprises and associations in dovoloplng boil er equipment and tacllltie s for racquetball. To 

as su re th is, full co nsideration must be giv en to racquetball play ing area construction and spe cificati on s ol eq uipment by proper administrators and architec tur al 
authoritie s 

I. Int erco llegia te: The lnterco ll eglate Committee wil l be co ncerned with activities dea ling with compotlllon at th e co ll ege leve ls . 
J . Education and Researc h: The A ssocia tion w ill acquire Information on pub l icat ion s and disseminate pertinent Information developed In this and other co untri es. Further. 11 

will lnlllate re sea rch pro jec ts In coope ra tion with existi ng resea rc h organizations Inc lu ding th e American Medical Association. the Am erican Association for Health , 
Physical Edu c ation and Rec reation, the Athlet ic lns1l1u1e , el at A library o f publica ti ons and lllm s will be establ ished for use by As soci ation members . 

K Athlet es · Advisory . Th, s comm itt ee s hall con sis t of active con1 es 1anl s and will report lo the As sociation ways of be ll ering th e program . Such methods may Include lnte rna­
tlo nal exch ange pr ogram s for p layers and coaches . 

L Stale Org ani zation s. Thi s comm II tee wil l be respon si bl e for working wllh sta l e directors and the i r comm l llees, will develop new Ideas and Imp rove the organizationa l st ruc-
ture in each sta te 

M Promotion : Thi s co mmitt ee will be responsi ble for developing promotiona l Id eas for th e Association In all areas of lhe United Stat es 
N. Official s: The Co mmit tee on Offi cia ls shall be respon s ible tor t ra in ing and provid ing officials for tournament competition . The program tor training and certifying offic ials 

will be organized at s tat e and national 1 leve ls through th is comm i ttee 

BYLAWS 
AMERICAN AMATEUR RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 

ARTICLE I 
The "Olflclal Ruf as of Rac q uetba ll of the American Am ateur Racquetb all A ss oc,atlon " Is adopted as her e in printed as a bylaw of the Am erica n Amaleur Racqu atball A1eocta ­
tlon. 

ARTICLE II 
The altached " Players· Bill of Rights " rs ado pted as a bylaw ol the Americ an Amateur Racquetball Ass oc iati on . 
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RACQUETBALL welcomes all tournaments to report 
their results. Please list all rounds of each event. 
Scorecard will report as many rounds of each tourna­
ment as space allows. 

For reaone of apace and clerlty, tpurnament result s ...... Open 
eubmltled for llallng In "Scorecard" should be atrang • Semlllnela : John Smith ov er Peter Sm it h 21-7, 2 1-15; 
eel a ahown In the example belOw. Entrln using this JOhn Doe a,er Peter Doe 21 -20, 21-13 . 
lormet stand• better chanee of being Included In the Flnala : John Smith over John Doe 21-20, 13-2 1, 
"Scorecard" section . 21-111. 

New Faces 
At a recent m ee ting In Germany. the European Racquetba ll Associa t ion (l:RA) elec ted these new off icers for the 

coming year Tno ERA ,s th e governing body o l rac qu etba l l In t he m1htary . 
Off ice rs, from left 10 right. are : Ja ck Rashleigh , trea surer : Hal Lefller, co mm lss,oncr. 11th reg ion. Rog er W Iison , 1s t 

vice presiden t: Pat t i Wi lso n, secre tary : Jim Matt ing ly. 2nd vice president , Don Luehm , president. 

THE FOURTH ANNUAL WOM EN'S 
RACQUETBALL CLASSIC 

Sacramento Handball Racquetball Club 
Sacramento , Callfo rnl1 

May 2~ 

Women '• Open : (Round Robin) 1st: Mona Mook ; 2nd : 
Don na Smith ; 3rd : Dan a MIiier, 41h: Holly Ferris , 5t h: 
Cin dy McGover n; 6th : Vicki Craig . 

8 SlnglH Champlonahlp 
Ouarlarflnala : Margaret McEn leo over Bettye Swart , 15-

10, 15-5; Sandy Robi nso n over Leslie Tayl o r, 7-15, 15-9, 
15-11; Mic helle Morrow o ver Kath y Schmidt, 15-9, 2-15, 
15-11; Star Corley over Karen Duni gan, 15-13, 15-10. 

Semlllnala : McEn tee over Robinson, 15-9, 15-2; Cor ley 
over Morrow, 3-15, 15-11, 15-2. 

Flnala : Co rle y ov er Mc Entee, 16-14, 15-3. 
B SlnglH Conaolallon 
Ouarlerflnala : Betty e Sw an over Linda Haines, 13-15, 

15-a, 15-2; Terry Harwood over Jea n Baker, 15-0, 15-13; 
Mary Sazlo over Cyncl Calvi n, 15-11, 15-12; Karen 
Dunig an over Geneen Dom ino, 15-4, 15-13. 

Semlllnalo: Ha rw ood over Swart, lorfelt; Duni gan o ver 
Sazlo , 15-11, 15-4. 

Flnala : Harw o od over Dun iga n, 15-4, 15-1. 
C SlnglH Champlon1hlp 
Ouarlarflnalo: M ic helle Gllb en le over Regin a Wh it e, 

15-9, 15-9; Yvo nn e Rowl and over Caroly n Felke r, 16-14, 
15-5; Br enda Brede meie r over Char lie Sw ige rt, 15-1, 
15-7; Jackie Shelle r over Marcia Wri ght, 15-7, 15-9. 

Semlllnalo: Gllbenl e over Rowl and, 16-14, 15-12; Sha ffe r 
over Bred eme ie r. 15-12, 6-15, 15-9. 

Flnals : Gllbertl e over Shaff er, 7-15, 15-7, 15-5. 
C SlnglH Conaolallon 
Ouerlerflnala : MlrJa na Susa ov er Loretta Pala ca, 15-9, 

15-2; Terri Harris over Ona Fl or111, 15-13, 15-8; Tanya 
Nlskromonl over Irene Miy asa to, forf eit ; Shi rley 
Thompson ove r Denny Blehm, 15-11, 10-15, 16-14. 

Semlllnala: Harris over Suse , 15-3, 15-4; Tho mpson over 
Nlskromon l, 15-4, 15-2. 

Flnale: Harris over Thompson , 15-e, 15-1. 
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D SlnglH Champion ship 
Ouuterllnal a: Barbara Bryant over Kr is Smith , 15-5, 

15-11; Caro lyn l nsell over Debby Freem an, 15-4, 15-3; 
Nancy McDo nald o ver Karon Kaer, 15-3, 14-16, 15-13; 
Oelanle Com er over Lynn Wall ace . 15-9. 15-6. 

Semlllnal■: Bryant ove r lnsell, 15-8, 4-15, 15-11; Comer 
over McDonald , 15-12 , 2-15, 15-12 

Finale: Brya nt over Comer, 15-11, 15_._ 
D SlnglH Con,olallon 
Qu1r1erflnala: Bobbi Konecne over Cherylann Men ­

donca , 15-a, 4- 15, 15-7; Susan Smith over Cyndy Sat­
t ler, 15-7, 12-15, 15-7; J an Yrlgoyen over Chris Smith , 
15-1, 15-8; Pam Santlch over Karen Mulli ns, 15-2, 15-1. 

Samlfinalo: Smith over Konecne , 15-4, 15-2, Santlch over 
Yrlgoyen, 15-11, 6-15, 15-7. 

Flnala: Sm ith over Santl c h, 15-12, 15-5. 
Juniors 15-and -Unda r. (Round Robin) : 1st: Anne ll e Far­

ace ; 2nd : Joann Smith; 3rd : Laura Elklns; 4th : Kim 
McN lnc h, 

Juniors 11-and-Unde r Cha mp lon1hlp 
Ouerlarflnala: Stacy Saltier, BYE; Shelley Wallman 

ov er Mind i Noll, 15-3, 15-2; Kim Rabo ld over Jam ie 
Elkins, 15-9, 15-11; Rodie Martin over Jennife r Saltier , 
15-1, 15-9. 

Semlllnala: Sa lll er over Wal lman , 15-3, 15-5; Martin ove r 
Rabol d , 15-1, 15-13. 

Flnalo: Sattler over Marl in, 15-6, 15-7. 
Juniors 11-and-Under Conaolallon 
Semlllnala: M indi Nolt , BYE; Jamie Elkins o ver 

Jenn ife r Satt ler, 15-0, 15-0. 
Flnala: Jamie Elkin s over Mindi Noll, 15-5, 15-2. 
Open DoublH : (Round Robin) 1st: Mona Mook -Star 

Corley; 2n d: Hoity Ferrls ,Donna Smith ; 3rd : Cindy 
McGo vern -Betty e Swar l ; 41h: Vicki Cra ig-Linda 
Haines . 

B OoublH 
Ouarterllnala: Te rry Harwoo d-Karen Duni g an over 

Car oly n Fe lker-Caro lyn lnse ll , 15-3, 15-8; Margare l 
McE nt ee-Mlc helle Morrow over Marcia W rlg hl -Terrl 
Harri s, 15-a, 15-6; Irene M lyasa lo-Donna Parllo over 
Sh irley Thom pson- Mary Sazlo , 15-3. 18-16; Leslie 

Taylo r-Cyncl Calvin over Pam San llc h-Caro l Burnell, 
15-4, 15-3. 

Semlllna la: Morrow -Mc Enlee over Harwood- Dunigan , 
15-11, 15-a; Tay lor -Calv in over M ly asato -Parll o, 15-13, 
11-15, 15~ . 

Flnala: McEntee-Morrow over Taylor-Calvin, 15-6, 15-5. 
C Ooublu 
Ouarlarl lnals: Donny Blehm-Jan Tuck er over Marye ll en 

Lander ~•Monlca Shorts , 15-6, 15-5; Kathy Schm id t• 
Gayle Eblsu over Ca ro l Love t t-Bobb i Konecne , 15·2, 
15-0; Chr is Smllh -Jan Yrlgoyen over Nancy Barbe r­
Linda Wiggins , 15-10, 15-3; Susan Smllh -Mary A llison 
over Mlr fana Susa -Chr l • Pommerenck , 15-2, 10-15, 
15-4 

Semlllna la: Schm ldt -Eb lsu over Blehm -Tucker , 10-15, 
16-14, 15-12; Smith -All ison over Sm lth -Yrlgoy en, 15-8, 
15-7. 

Finals : Sc hm ldl -Eb lsu over Smith -Alliso n, 15-2, 15-2. 

SOUTH W ESTE RN REGIONAL CHA MP IONS HIPS 
Eucull vo Park Athletic Club 
Colora d o Springs , Colo rado 

April 24-27 

Men's Open : 
Oua rlerl lnals: Mark Hegg over Paul Salaza r, Kevin 

Chambles s over Steve Krum , Beryl Hu nter over Marc 
Sanlord ; Jack O'Conner over John Voh land . 

Semlllna ls : Mark Hegg over Kevrn Chamb less . Ja ck 
O'Conner over Beryl Hunter 

Fi nals: 1st· Mark Hegg , 2nd· Ja ck O'Conner ; 3rd : Beryl 
Hunt er. 4th : Kevin Chamb less 

Consola ll on : John Vohland 
Men's Sen iors 30 + : 
Qua r terfinals : Kent Taylor over Pete r Ricard ; Glenn 

Ka t han o ver Ken Lamkin , Al ex Clo sson over Glenn 
Neal ; Carlos Nl evus over Rock Doddridge 

Semlllnals : Kent Tayl or over Glenn Ka than, A lex Clos son 
over Carlos N 1evus 

Fi nals: I s l : Ken t Taylor , 2nd · Alex Clo sson, 3rd : Car los 
N ievus , 4th : Glenn Kathan . 

Consolallon : Rock Ooddrrdge 
Men's Seniors 35 + : 
Ouarleri lnals: J im Austrn over Gran t Su mmers , John 

Glannonl over Joh n Fuhrmann , D ixon Elliott over Joe 
Peters , Bruce Brookens over Dav id No rns . 

Semi finals: Jim Austrn over John G,ann onl; O,xo n El lio tt 
over Bruce Brookens . 

Fi nals : 1st J im Austin , 2nd Dixon Ellrott ; 3rd . John 
Glannon l; 4th : Bru ce Brookens . 

Conso lallo n: Oenrs Jalbert 
Men's Seniors 40 + : 
Semlllnals : Dick Dobbin over Jo hn Ormanosk l , Red Ho r­

ton ove r Gerald Beatt le . 
Fina ls: 1st. Dick Dobbin , 2nd Red Hort o n; 3rd Jo hn 

Ormano skl; 4th Gerald Beatt le. 
Consolallo n: Tom Weather ly . 
Men's Masters 45 + : 
Somll lnals : John Moone y over Myron Roderick, lor fell ; 

Frank Leydens over V. Z Lanton . 
Finals : 1st John Mo oney, 2nd · Frank Leyd ens, 3rd V Z. 

Lanton ; 4th . Al Horton . 
Consolation : Lo ran Smllh . 
Men's Golden Mas ters 55 + : 
Semlllnels; Jack Oo mn lk over A cton Sample ; Roy Salem 

over George Dwyer . 
Finals : Is l Ja ck Oomnlk ; 2nd : Roy Salem , 3rd · Geo rge 

Dwyer ; 4t h : Acton Samp le 
Men's B: 
Quar terfina ls: Andy Cobb over BIi i S immons ; David Nor ­

ris over John Glannonl , Les Wh llak er over Barbara 
Fau lkenberry ; Ken Lamkin over Ro ck Dodd ridge . 

Semll lns ls: Andy Cobb over David N orr is; Les W hitak er 
over Ken Lamkin . 

Finals : 1st . Les Wh itaker; 2nd . Andy Co bb ; 3rd · David 
Norris, 4th . Ken Lamkin . 

Consolallon : Neal A rnove . 
Men's C: 
Quane rll nals: Richard 0 . lorro over Bruce Haupt , C lay 

Camerer over George Hunter ; Donny White over Tom 
Wea therly , Ra lph Bender over Mark Bauer 

Semlll nals: Clay Camerer o ver Richa rd O Io ri o, Den ny 
Wh ile o ver Ralph Bender . 

Fin als: 1s t: Denny Wh ile ; 2nd : Clay Camerer . 3rd . Ralph 
Bende r. 4th· Richar d O. Iorio . 

Conso lallo n: Stewart Mc Pherson. 
Women's Open : 
Semlllnals : Barbara Faulkenbe r ry ovor Lrnda Schulle ; 

Janice Cors le ove r Beve rly Branch . 
Fina ls : 1st: Barbara Faulke nbe rry : 2n d: Ja nice Cors le; 

3rd : Beverl y Bra nch; 4th · Linda Schulte . 
Conso lallon : Gall Burd en . 
Wo men 's 8 : 
Quarterfinals: Ga ri Bu rden over Debbie o·conner ; 

Sherrie Sm ith over Pam Bathlelder. Barbara Bee tho 
over Chris Conner. Kath y Branum over Ma ry Bean . 



Semllln1l a: Gall Burden ovor Sherrie Smith : Kathy Bran ­
um over Barbara Beetho . 

Flnala: 1st. Gall Burden; 2nd : Kathy Branum; 3rd : Barbara 
Beathe ; 4th : Sherrlo Smith . 

Conaol1tlo n: Debbie O 'Conner . 
Women'• C: 
Ouarterllnala : Marga re t Douglas over M iriam Crane ; 

Dollttle Skaggs over K.T. Cobb; Sally Coddington ove r 
Carol Swinney ; Norma Bauguess over Joan ie Hunter 

Semlllnala : Mir iam Crane over Dollttle Skaggs, Sall y 
Coddi ngto n over Norma Bauguoss . 

Flnala: 1st: Miriam Crane; 2nd : Sal ly Codd ington ; 3rd : 
Norma Bauguess ; 4th : Dollttle Skagg s. 

Conaolatlon : Laur ie Scavec . 

EKTELON / PERRIER CHA MPION SHIPS 
Chicago , Illinois 

Mar ch 7•9 

Man '• Open: 1st : Bob Deu ste r; 2nd : Ja ck Newman ; 3rd : 
Je ll Siegel ; 4th : John Am atulll . 

Men '• B: 1st: Dou g Jaco bson , 2nd: Doug Dulra k; 3rd: 
Bruce Butterl le ld ; 4th : Dave Budreaw . 

Men'a C: 1st: Ni ck Pisano ; 2nd : Charle s Gre lther; 3rd . 
John Connelly ; 4th : Jerry Mettlle . 

Men 's Nov lc a: 1s t : Jeff Etchison; 2nd : John Relchweln, 
3rd : Jack Knobloc h! ; 4th Ron Elk ins . 

Open Doubles : 1s t · Gl en Gi bellina -Sean Mo skwa ; 2nd : 
Bob Dauster -Scott Sulll ; 3rd : Jeff Siegel -Scott Hem 
phlll ; 4th : And y Witt -Tom Go laeke . 

Women's Seniors : 1st · Be v Franks ; 2nd · Sue Car ow , 3rd : 
Aly le Kell ehe r; 4th : Mary Prec ht. 

Women's Opa n: 1st · BarbAllwe lss ; 2nd · Caprice Behner; 
3rd · Nan cy Kron enfeld ; 4t h: Cam il e McCa rthy . 

Women 's B: 1st : Diana Dren el; 2nd . Conn ie Howe , 3rd . 
Margar et Ola woye ; 4th : Jean Aker s . 

Women 's C: 1st. Pam Cro sse tt ; 2nd · Caro l BraJe: 3rd : 
Rose Pisano ; 4th : Judy Be ck wi th 

Women 's Novice : 1st: Cand y Cohen ; 2nd . Lisa Keiser; 
3rd : Sue Ruff , 4th : Jackie Llbula . 

Men's Mastera : 1st : Saul Sandoval ; 2nd : Nate Karras ; 
3rd : Sherwin Elle r; 4th : Dors ey· Soult. 

Men'a Seniors : ts t: Ron John so n; 2nd : V ic i or Oli ver; 3rd : 
Shelly Clar, 4t h: Marshall Waldo . 

RAI/MRA STATE SINGLE S CHAMPIONSHIP 
Chalet Spor11 Core 

WIiiow Springe , llllnola 
Merch 21-23 

M.n'a Open : 1st: J im Scheyer; 2nd: Ri ck Dern ; 3rd : Dave 
Negrete . 

M.n'a A: 1st. Ed Lindfo rs ; 2nd . To m Connelly, 3rd : Dale 
Eggert ; 4th : BI ii How k. • 

M.n'a B: 1st : Keith Vanderveen ; 2nd : Ric h Bouche , 3rd · 
Mike Frlnt er, 4th : Ron Garl lnkl e 

Men 'a C: 1st : Dale Webe r, 2nd : B rian Liddy ; 3rd : Bob 
Darpo s; 4th : Georg e Olson . 

Men'a D: 1st: Leo Ham bl y ; 2nd : Bob Dresse l I; 3rd : Glenn 
Marino; 4th : Craig Strelchen . 

Men'• E: 1st: Mi ke Hepp ; 2nd: Dave RIiier; 3rd . Ro n 
Sallemme . 

Men 'a B 35 +: 1s t: John Dolb y; 2nd : Marshall Wright ; 3rd : 
Gera ld Cudar; 4t h: Bob Burton . 

Men 'a A 45 +: 1st Sau l Sandoval ; 2nd : Ph il Dziuk . 3rd . 
Dan Day; 4th : Rich Porter . 

Women'• Open : 1st: Judy Sawicki ; 2nd : Sue Carow ; 3rd . 
Nan cy Kronenfeld ; 4t h: Sue Prlsch lng 

Women'• A: 1st: Elena Carba ja l; 2nd : Joan Azek a; 3rd : 
Chris Evon . 

Women '• B: 1st : Conn ie Howe ; 2nd : Rose Mag liano ; 3rd : 
Meril yn Fischer . 

Women'• C: 1st · Lo is Daniels ; 2nd: Chris Vorreryer; 3rd : 
Hall ne Geras ; 4th : Karen Baxt er . 

Women'• D: 1st: Deb Schwar tz; 2nd : Sharon Enger; 3rd: 
Mary Jo Bel core . 

Women'• E: 1st : Pam Walls ; 2nd : Kathy Qua ckenbush, 
3rd : Rit a Bu blnas . 

Junior Women : 1st : Mary Jo Peracd laro ; 2nd : Kim Cool ­
ing; 3rd : Dian e Slazas; 4th : Gia Mitchell . 

Men 'a A 40 +: 1st: Ron John son ; 2nd : Shelly Clar; 3rd : 
Don Cipriani ; 4th : Bob Stoy . 

Boys' 13: 1st : Ste ve GaetJens ; 2nd : John Hempll; 3rd : 
John Novi; 4th : John Pally . 

Boya 15: 1st: Eric Scheyer; 2nd : Vin ce Del Guid ice; 3rd : 
Mark Dowling; 4th : Cha rl es Tennacclaro . 

Boya' 17: 1st: Sean Moskwa ; 2nd : John O"Am lco ; 3rd : 
Stewart Gaet)ens ; 4th : Jeff Arnold . 

Golden Maatera: 1st : Al Hanke ; 2nd : Rolph Sh ive ly; 3rd : 
Tim Rusch; 4th : Emil Cemp ln. 

M1n·1 A 30 +: 1st: Harvey Mille r; 2nd : Ron Johnson : 3rd : 
Gary Lolzzo ; 4th : Herb Griggs . 

M1n'1 B 30 +: 1st: James Stanhaus ; 2nd : Sam Sallerso n; 
3rd : Jim Champ io n; 4th : Pau l Rod gers . 

Men '• A 35 + : 1st : Marshall Waldo ; 2nd : Shelly Clar; 3rd : 
Tom Grayson; 4th : Russ Mun schell .• 

HEAL TH AND FITNESS OlRECTOR 
of weight -loss and fitness program 
at an athletic club in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. The program utilizes aerobic 
cond itioning, iso-kine tic equ ipment, 
meal preparat ion and nutrition con­
sultation and instruction . and rac ­
quetball. The job includes market ­
ing of the program, lectures and 
clinics, and treatme nt and rehabi l­
itation of injuries by referral from 
physicians and physical therapists . 
Applicants must be able to learn 
market ing, sales and other club 
program -related skills for which 
training will be provided. Working 
conditions include own office, 
workout rooms, exercise center, 
racquetball courts , restaurant and 
management office . Must hav e 
Masters of Science Degree in 
Physiology or Physica l Therap y 
with s pecialty in exe r cise 
physiology . 60 hours/week. 
$ 1300.00/mo nth. Int erested ap­
plicant s call 801-943-1044 or wr ite 
7350 Wasatch Blvd . Salt Lake City, 
UT 84121 

GET FREE HOT SPOTS 
AND $1.00 OFF 

Dots that glow in the 
night. Priceless protection 
for joggers. bicyclers . 
anyone travel ing on 
unlit road s. 

Free with purchase 
of NP27 ." 

New formula aerosol 
and liquid NP27 for 
athlete's foot. the end 
of the itch ---

Buy any NP27 
package and send 
in proof of purchase . We"ll 
send you 6 free Hot Spot s 
plus 2 shoe strips . plus a coupon 
worth $ 1 00 on your next 
NP27 purchase 

FOOT 

,a~ FOR ATI<LEH'S FOOT 

., 

PITFALLS IN COURT CONSTRUCTION 
Look out. Don't gamble with your 
investment. Deal with a 
manufacturer who will guide you 
clear of potential problems, and 
save you time and money . M-M 
Court Systems. A corporation 
with integrity. We 've built over 
1,000 court systems . 

Our precision -fit panels provide 
excellent playability. The non­
load bearing walls allow easy 
convertibility. M-M Court 
Systems are aesthetically pleas­
ing, easy to maintain, and tops 
in quality . Call or write M-M 
Court Systems. Then relax . 

M-M Court Systems, Inc. 
2340 Tampa Avenue, Suite E 
El Cajon, CA 92020 
Tel. (714) 697-1344 
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Height of pe ,___ _ 
Just taste our seven-story Big Mac® sandwich . From the -pas . . 

cheese to our secret recipe special sauce , all the way up to our 100%-pui-e,·d0rriesti~\­
beef-it really is the height of perfection . · ' · · . .-: ' _: 

After all, what other sandwich ever got the whole country singing its -reci~e? · 
TwoallbeefpattiesspecialsaucelettucecheesepicklesonionsonasesameseectbJn:"' 

So come into McDonald's® and enjoy a Big Mac sandwich. · 
Good things do come in tall packages. . . ,. 

Nobody can do it like McDonalds crur 
U.S D.A. Inspected 100% Bee f 

© 1980 Mc DonaIo ·s Corporation McD6nald'S 
:@ 



WHAT SOME PEOPLE DO TO THEIR 
FEET IS SIMPLY SHOCKING. 






