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METAL RACQUETBALL RACQUET 
An extra strength lightweight 
metal frame that provides 
more power and speed on 
the ball, yet takes the 
abuse of hard play 

"COUGAR" 
WOODEN RACQUETBALL 

RACQUET 
The first inexpensive wooden 
racquetball racquet with the 
shape and weight of expensive 
tournament racquets 

REGULATION 
PADDLEBALL 
An exceptionally durable ball with a 
uniform bounce designed and 
engineered specifically to meet the 
requirements of paddleball 

ENWA Y PRODUCTS INC. 
2785 KURTZ STREET· SAN DIEGO . CALIFORNIA 92110 • (714) 299-2300 

REGULATION 
"Z" RACQUETBALL 
EXTRA LONG LIFE 
UNIFORM HIGH BOUNCE 
A new concept utilizing a superior 
rubber compound that prov ides a 
consistant high bounce and 
eliminates premature failure 
associated with pressurized balls 
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JOIN ---
INT ERNAT IONAL 

RACQUETBALL 

ASSOCIATION 

---TODAY 

WHY SHOULD YOU BE 
AN IRA MEMBER? 

1. The A nnual Handbook­
Sept ember 
(Rul es, Consti tut ion , 
To urname nts & 
Orga nizat ion) 

2. Five Magazines - No v., 
Jan., Marc h., May and 
Ju ly 
(Complete reports of IRA 
acti vi ties ) 

3. Mo nthly New sle tt er 

4. Elig ib le for a ll IRA 
Tourn aments 

5. A Voice in all IRA 
Po l ic ies 

6. A par t of the Greates t 
Indoor Sport in Amer ica 

If we can help you 
con ce rn ing Rac qu etba ll 

Cont ac t: Myron Rod eric k, 
Executiv e Dir ector 
P. O. Box 1016 
Stillw ate r, Okla. 74074 
Ph . (405) 377-2676 

Please Start My Membership Now! 

□ 3 
YEARS 
$7.00 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY / STATE/ZIP 

Expires 
Dec . 31, 1976 

□ 1 YEAR 
$3.00 

Expires 
Dec . 31, 1974 

Make checks payable to I.A.A .; add $1.00 pe r year outside U.S., Canada & Mex ico 

0 HERE IS MY PAYMENT 0 NEW 

0 RENEWAL 

RACQUETBALL Magazine Is sent free to all members 

MAI L THIS CARD TODAY 

with your check or money order 

To: International Racquetball Association 

PO Box 1016 

Stillwater , Oklahoma 74074 

Sign up a Friend - Give him a card, to o 

Please Start My Membership Now! 

□ 3 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

YEARS 
$7.00 

CITY /STATE / Z IP 

Expires 
Dec. 31, 1976 □ 1 

YEAR 
$3.0 0 

Expires 
Dec. 31, 1974 

Make check s payab le to I.A.A .; add $ 1.00 per yea r ou tside U.S., Ca nada & Mex ico 

0 HERE IS MY PAYM ENT 0 NEW 

0 RENEW AL 

RACQ UETBAL L Magazine is sent free to all membe rs 



MAIL THIS CARD TODAY 

with your ch eck or money orde r 

To : International Racquetball Association 

PO Box 1016 

Stll lwater , Ok lahoma 74074 

Sig n up a Friend - Give him a card , too 

Please Start My Membership Now! 

□ 3 
YE ARS 

$7.00 
Exp ires 
De c. 31, 1976 □ 1 

YEAR 
$3.00 

Expires 
Dec. 31, 1974 

NA ME ................. . . . . .... . ... . . . .. ... .. . . . . .... . 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP ......... . 

Make checks payable to I.A .A .; add $1.00 per year outside U.S ., Cana da & Mexico 

□ HERE IS MY PAYMENT □ NEW 
□ RENEWAL 

RACQUETBALL Magazine Is sent free to all member s 

MAIL THIS CARD TODAY 

with your check or money order 

To: International Racquetball Association 

PO Box 1016 

Stlllwater, Oklahoma 74074 

Sign up a Friend - Give him a card, too 

Here's how you can help the 
IRA office help you. Attention to 
just a few details will enable us to 
keep your membership records 
straight and your magazine 
coming to you on a regular basis . 

Please write legibly ... 

Or better still, type or print your 
name, address, city, state and zip 
code . If we can't read ii, we may 
gu ess wrong. 

When you move ... 

Give us your new addre ss as 
soon as possible, so you won ' t 
mis s your next copy of Racquet­
bal l. Also give us your OLD ad­
dr ess, because all of our member­
ship files are organized by stat es . 

When you renew ... 

Let us know you already are a 
member. A renewal can be pro­
cessed much more quickly than 
a new membership. 

Keep up to date .. . 

All memberships expire on De­
cember 31 of the prop er year . 
Anyone signing up after Septem ­
ber 1 Is credited for the following 
year . 

Tourn ament direct ors .. . 

When you sign up players as 
members , give us their names and 
addresses Immediately and indi ­
cate new or renewal. Members 
want the ir magazines and we can't 
send them unt il we ge t their 
names. 

Tourn ament reports ... 

When submi tting news of your 
tournament, please give yo ur 
players' first names, too. Clear , 
bl ack-and -white photographs are 
welcome. 

If somethlng's wrong ... 

Let us know abou t it. We'll try 
to clear up any prob lem as soon 
as we hear from you . When re­
port ing difficulties, te ll us your 
membership ca rd numb er. Ad­
dress all corre sponde nce to : 

International Racquetball Assn. 
PO Box 1016 
Sllllwater , Oklahoma 74074 
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~eat ~"ttie? 
Defending champion Charlie Brumfield of San 

Diego heads the field for the sixth annual IRA 
International Singles Championships , but faces 
several strong challenges in his quest for a third 
straight title . 

The 25-year-old San Diego attorney defeated 
Steve Keeley of San Diego in a three-game 
struggle, 21-8, 13-21, 21-12, to win the 1973 crown 
and become the IRA 's only two-time open singles 
king. 

STEVE 
or 
STEVE 
or 
STEVE. 

? 

? 

? 
BRUMFIELD 

Brumfield won the National Invitation singles 
at Memphis and has tuned up his game with 
severa l other tournament victor ies this season. 

Keeley returns for another bid at the top 
position and has been playing well since 
recove r ing from a bout with mononucleosis . 

Two other challengers are prominent in pre­
tourney speculation. Steve Serot, the high school 
whiz from St. Louis, was thir d last year , was 
runner -up to Brumfield in the Invitation and has 
several big wins under his belt. And Steve 
Strandemo of St. Cloud, Minn ., who defeated 
Serot for the Klondike title last summer, has 
been enjoying the best season of his career, 
although he m issed the Inv itat ion . 

Close behind the top challengers ranks the trio 
of Bill Schmidtke , Mike Zeitman and Jerry 
Hilecher. The veteran Schmidtke , 1971 champion 
and fourth last year , is one of the game's 
toughest clutch players. Zeitman, hot and cold, 
barely qualified in the South Region, but was 
third in the Invitation and won the South's Super 
16. Hilecher was the 1973 Intercollegiate 
champion, won the Southwest Region and placed 
fifth in the Invitation. 

Dark horse candidates include Ken Wong of St. 
Louis , Jim Austin of Houston, Californians Bill 
Thurman and Paul Lawrence and the 1-2-3 In­
tercollegiate medalists of 1974, Randy Stafford of 

Continued on Page 6 

Racquetball Hall of Fame 

Sobek, Muehleisen Honored 
Joe Sobek , the "father" of Racquet­

ball, and Dr . Bud Muehleisen, the first 
Int ernational Singles Champio n, have 
been selected as the two charter mem­
bers of the new Racq uetba ll Hall of 
Fame . 

They will be inducted into the honor 
group during the gene ral membership 
me eting of the International Ra cquetba ll 
Association Jun e 8 durin g the IRA 
Championships in San Diego, and will be 
pre se nt ed plaques by the Citizens 
Savings Athletic Foundation of Los 
Angeles. 

Sobek was selected in the category of 
Contributor . He is the man who invented 
Racquetball a nd was responsible for 
gelli ng the sport started with a strung 
racque t. 

Dr . Muehleisen, a left-handed dentist 
from San Diego, has been a major figure 
in the sport since it became compe titiv e 

MAY 1974 

on a national and international basis. 
Dr. Bud won th e first IRA Intern atio nal 

Singles Championship in 1969 and was 
Masters Singles ( 40-over) champi on in 
1972. Last year he became the first 
player ever to repea t as Masters 
champ ion and a lso the first to score a 
Masters " double" when he teamed with 
Carl Loveday to add the doubles 
champio nship. 

In all, Dr . Bud has won 16 national and 
internationa l titles in a five-year span. 
He a lso is rega rd ed as perhaps the bes t 
instructor and clinicia n the sport knows . 

Sobek, now a tennis professional a t 
Greenwich, Conn., recounts the begin­
nings of the sport of Racquetball: 

" In 1950, I left my normal occupa tion 
as a tennis and squas h prof for the 
confin emen t of a desk job. My a nswer to 
the lack of phys ica l act ivity was supplied 
at our local Greenwich YMCA. However, 

there were prob lems as to what activity I 
could participate in conveniently . 
Handball was too painful for my hands, 
but paddle ball was interesting because of 
its similarity to squash. 

' ' After a short time of enjoying pad­
dle ball , I felt that a strung racqu et would 
be far superior to a dead wooden paddle. 
I designed a ra cquet with the same 
weight and measurements as the paddle, 
but with the additional advantage of a 
s trtLng hitting surface. 

"My first order was for 25 racqu ets, 
which a manllfacturer agreed to make, 
although he would lose money on such a 
small specialty ord er. The new racquet 
opened up a new game. Its resilient 
strings crea ted all kinds of new shots and 
my friends and I were very pleased. 

·'Howeve r , soon we were faced with 
another problem. The ball we were using 

Conlinued on Page 4 
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PAGE 9 A Tennesse e Waltz 
Ran dy St aff o rd wi ns Class A sin gles and leads the Vols 
to the Intercoll egiate Ch ampio nship . 

PAGE 13 On to Cleveland 
Inte rna tional Dou bles Cha mp ionsh ips awarded to Rocky 
Rive r, Oh io , fo r October 10-13, 197 4. 

PAGE 16 Close the Door ... 
Jerry Lapi erre f inds the racqu etball co urt bl ocks out the 
world 's everyday frustratio ns. 

PAGE 17 Inside Racquetball 
This month 's instr uct ion al art ic le cove rs the full range of 
offensive shots , by the book . 

PAGE 26 Eye Protection 
Th e best systems are "inc on venie nt " but they're wort h 
it to avo id seriou s inj u rie s. 

IRA Board of Dir ectors 
P reside nt-DeWitt M . Shy, M emphi s. National Commi ss ioner- K en 

Por co. 1.oui sville . N a tion al Rul es Com mi ss ioner -Dr. Bud Muehlei sen , Sn n 
Diei;o . Nationa l Coord in ator-Gerard W . Lapierre, Woodm ere, Ohio . D irec ­
tor s-Robe r! A. Ch a llen ge r, Vanco uve r . B. C.; Ch arles Br u m field, San Diego: 
Dr William A. Sellars, Da llas: Hob er t Mcin e rn ey. Co ron a do , Cali f. : Larry 
Led erm a n , M ilwa uk ee: S mi1h Schippers. M emphi s. Exec uti ve Dir ec tor­
Myron Roderick , Sti llwa ter, Okl a. 

I RA Comm issioners 
Easl Region-Tom Sweeney , State College , Pa . So ulh Re g ion-Tom 

Sliclhnm. Clea rwa ter. f'la . Ce ntral Hegio n-Fr ed Bl aess, Sc hau mburi: . fll. 
Southwest Region-Marlowe Phillip s, St. Lo,uis . W est Rei:ion-W ay nc Pl ayer . 
Salt La ke City . East Cnnada~John Sp it z-Spe nce r, Montr ea l. W est. Ca nada­
Tevie Smith, Ri chmond , B . C. Junior s- William W . King . Memphi s . Mili ­
rnry- Ca pt. Ken fs rae l, Guam . 

Volu m e 3, N umb er 3, May 1974 

The official voi ce or the Int ern a tion a l R acq uetb a ll Assoc iation, publi shed 
bi -monthly al 205 W es t M c Elroy, Stillwater, Okl a. 7'1074 ( m ai ling address 
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rates paid at S tillw ate r, Ok la . 74074 . Postmaster, se nd Form 3579 to PO Bo x 
1016, Stillwater , Ok la . 74074 . 
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Hall of Fame . . • 
Continued from Page 3 

was a nondescript ball that had lain on 
their shelves for a long time . When we 
exhausted their supply, there were none 
to replace them. Finally , after can ­
vassing all the sports stores with.in a 
reasonable distance, we asked our 
friends who trave led to distant cities to 
do the same. 

" At this point, I decided to find the 
manufa cturer of this play ball . I suc­
ceeded and ordered a minimum order of 
150 dozen . Unfor tunately, I was stuck 
with the balls becaus e they were too 
lively and complete ly unsuitable for 
play . I had to wait two years before the 
ball lost its compression and would 
ma tch the old play ball we had been 
using . 

" During this waiting period , I ap­
proach ed on of the country's most 
reputab le rubber ba ll manufactu rers and 
they agreed to try to meet my rigid 
specs . After much time , heartache and 
expe nse , th e present official ball 
resulted . 

" With a fine quality racquet and ball , 
paddl e racquets - now Racque tball­
became a sensation in Greenwich . As 
people left Greenwich for other cities 
they introduced the game to their new Y 
and the next thing I knew there would be 
a request for equipment. Although I was 
no equipped , or in the business , to handle 
their requ ests, I felt an obligation to do so 
beca use I was responsib le for the game . 

" Because the largest play is in the 
four-wall court I had to address myself 
when it came to rules, to this court. Som~ 
felt the rules should be the same as 
handba ll, others thought - because of the 
racqu et- it should follow squash, others 
mad e their own house rul es. 

"I decided there must be uniformity in 
rules if the game was to grow. Hence I 
organi zed a committee and compiled the 
prese nt rules. I also formed the National 
Paddl e Racquet Associatio n to control 
the rules and promote the game." 

That 's how it all started . 

On the Cover 
This is the trophy you ' ll be 

shooting fo r at the International 
Singl es Championships in San 
Diego . Handsome shadow-box 
awards , of varying sizes , w ill be 
presented for the fi rst four places 
in each event, plus consolation 
champions. 

The wa lnut frame con tains an 
engraved copper plaque mount ed 
on a plush velve t backgro und and 
has been adop ted as the offic ia l 
award for IRA Internation al 
Champ ionships . 

RACQUETBALL 



1//ff"'------------------------------------~ 
- -~ r--- ~~ Are You Build ing New Squash , Handball, I 
~ Racquetball and Paddleball Courts? ~ 

~ Revamping or Repa iring Your Old Ones? ~ 

- ~~ -I t-------,- ~,-j WORLD COURTS, INC. I 
- Offers These Unique Features ' 

I ~~~ ! 
\ LOWER INSTALLATION COSTS -

~ Compare Our Prices Against the $35 ,000-$45 ,000 ! 
, Concrete and Plaster Courts ~ 

: -
- LOWER MAINTENANCE COSTS I I No Cracking or Chipping and No Painting Ever. A -

- Mild Soap and Water Cleaning is All That is Ever ~ I Needed. No Wall Sweating. -

- NEW I I I I . . -
- EASY ADAPTATION OF TEMPERED GLASS I 
I OR PLEXI-GLASS FOR MAXIMUM SPECTATOR I 
~ VIEWING AT ANY ANGLE OF THE COURT ~ 

~ Our Engineers Have Developed An Easy I 
~ and Economical Method For the -
~ Installation of Any Size Glass Panels \ 

- I ~ Call or Write For Fur ther Details To: -

! World Courts, Inc . ! 
~ s. Weymouth, Mass. 02190 

554 

Main 

st

reet Phone: 617-337-0082 I 
~ -'tir..----.-..--.-.-.-.-.---.-.-.-..--.----..--..----.-.--_._. .-A 
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Continued from Page 3 

challengers . Roderick was runner -up in the 
Senior Invitation and Muehleisen won the 1969 
IRA Open and the 1973 IRA Mast er s crowns . 

Tennessee , Pete Wright of Texas Christian and 
Steve Smith of Memphis State. 

Invitation champion John Halver son of San 
Diego heads the Masters field , but strong op­
position will come from 1973 runn er-up Bill 
Sellars of Dallas , Richard Walker of Dallas and 
Gene Grapes of Pittsburgh , las t year 's Golden 
Mas ters doubles winner. 

The new Junior singles division features 15-
year-old Steve Trent of San Diego, but the 
spotlight also could fall on Craig McCoy of 
P.iversid e, Calif. , if he elects to go in the ag e 
group comp etition . McCoy won the West Region 
title in Open Sing les . 

Others, no doubt, will receive strong con­
sideration when entries close and the field 
shapes up for the seedings committee 's pre­
tournament meeting at San Diego . 

Peggy Steeling of Odessa , Texas , was virtually 
unknown and definitely unseeded when she 
swept to the women 's championship las t year . 
Now, everybody knows about " Super-Tex " and 
she 'll be the favorite as she defends her title . 

The Golden Mas ters singles , an other new 
division , will be wide open , partl y because of the 
limited tournament information available on the 
55-over class. 

Jan Pasternak , the 1971-72 champion and 1973 
runner -up now playing out of Tempe , Ariz ., and 
Jan Campbell of San Diego, who had the 
misfortune of " discovering " Peggy in her first 
match last year , rank as leading challengers . 

Senior singles (35-over ) will be a new division 
in the Internationals this year , but the names are 
familiar . 

The 1974 International Singles , separated this 
year from the Doubles Champion ships , will be 
pla yed a t the brand new Brown 's Handball ­
Racque tball Club , located at 5205 Kearn y Villa 
Way in San Diego . The only doubles in the 
tournament will be women 's . 

Ken Porco of Louisvill e won the senio r In­
vitation this year , but los t to Charli e Gar fink el 
and pla ced behind The Big Bird in the Open 
Invitation . Myron Roderick of Stillwater , Okla ., 
and Bud Muehleisen of San Diego ar e the top 

Competition starts at 8 a .m . Wednesday , June 
5, with P re lim inary Open Singles , a tournamen t 
establish ed strictly to fill the Open Singles 
bra cke t of 64. Anyone who fa iled to qualif y for 
Open Singles in the reg ionals may compete in 
Prelim inary Singl es if his entry was in hand by 
the May 20 deadline . 

OPEN SINGLES QUALIFIERS 

East-Cha rlie Garfi nkel. Buffa lo, N.Y.; 
Tom Kut as. Cincin na ti ; Mike Luci w , New 
Bri ta in. Conn . ; Cha r l ie Sha p ir o, Bu tl er , 
Pa.; Carm en Felli cetti , Bro okvi ll e. Pa.; 
M ike Rom ano, Fitchb urg . Mass . ; Tom 
Sweeney, Stat e Coll ege, Pa. ; Mark Hi ud t , 
Cincin nat i ; C raig Gu1nte r, Mon toursville , 

_Pa. ; Jer ry Da vis, Shak er He ig ht s. Oh io. 
Sout h-Ken Porco , Lou isv ille ; Johnny 

He nn en, Chat tan o oga : St eve Smith , 
Memph is; Joe Ycaza. Atl an ta ; Ch uck 
Coop er , Loui svill e; Dave Bled soe, Knox ­
vi lle , Tenn .; Marc Au er bach, Decatur , Ga. : 
Randy Staf for d , Kno xv ill e : M ike Zeilman, 
Loui svi lle ; J im Cull en . Mem phis . 

Centra l-S tev e Strandemo , St. Cloud , 
Minn . : Ron Str om. St. Cloud : John Rude. 

Sioux Falls, S. D. ; Paul lk1er, Nor t h 
Mankato , M inn . ; Gordon Kelly , Grand 
Rapids , Mich ., Tom W1rkus , Fond du Lac ; 
Wis.: Joe W 1rk us. Reedsvi lle, W is. : Mark 
Hegg , Sioux Falls ; Jim San t ino , Lansing , 
Mich . : M ike Berg en, M inn eapolis . 

Southwe st-Jerry H ilec her , Columb ia, 
Mo.; Ken Wo ng, St. Lou is ; J im Au stin , 
Houston ; Pete Wr igh t , For t Wo rth ; Tom 
McK ie, Richar dson , Tex . ; Luth er Bernstein, 
Da llas ; V1rg1I Thurmond , Dal las ; Roland 
Treat , St i llwater , Okla .; Je r ry Linton , Alt us, 
Ok la.: Wallace Har dy, Lawton , Okla . 

Wes t-Cra ig McCoy, Rive rside , Cal if. ; 
Trey Sayes, Loga n , Ut ah ; Bob Lu nd. 
Port land, Ore . ; Paul Lawrence , San Diego: 
Cha r lie Dra ke . San Diego : Michael Chae!, 
Los Angeles ; Mar k Deutsch , Phoenix; 
Morga n Sayes, Logan: Scott McComas. 

Four New Directors to Be Elected 
Four new memb ers will be electe d to 

the Board of Directors during the general 
membership meeting of the Intern ationa l 
Racque tball Associa tion Jun e 8 in San 
Diego. 

The new dire ctors will be elected for 
thre e-year terms lo succeed Larr y 
Lederman , Gerard W. Lapierr e and 
Rober t Mcln erney , whose term s expir e , 
and Myron Roder ick, who resigned from 
the board to become Executive Direc tor . 

In accord with the IRA constitution, a 
nomin a ting comm i tt ee will pr es ent 
nominees for the four positions. Ad-
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ditional nominat ions will be acce pte d 
from the floor and voting will be held 
amo ng the ge ner al m embership. 

Three more dir ectors will be electe d in 
1975, to succee d Ken Porco, Dr . Bud 
Muehleis en and Dr . William A. Sellars. 
Serv ing until 1976 ar e DeWitt Shy, 
president ; Charli e Brwn field; Smith 
Sch ipp er s and the new Ca nadian 
dir ec tor , J ohn M. Chambe rs . 

No pr esent memb er of the boar d may 
be reelec ted until thr ee year s after his 
term expir es . 

Cal i fornia ; Jay Jones , Culver City , Calif. ; 
Pete Lub1s1ch , Port land ; Ron Mil ls, Sa lt 
Lake City. 

East Canad a- Ma nn y Gregori o, Toronto ; 
Ivan Velan , Mont re a l. 

Wes t Canad a- Wayn e Bowes , Leth ­
br 1dge , Wes Had 1kin, W 1nn1peg. 

Exempt - Char li e Br umfield , San Diego ; 
Steve Keeley , San D iego : Steve Sero! , St. 
Louis: Bi ll Schmi dt ke , Minneapol is. 

REGIONAL CHAMPIONS 
Open-Char lie Garfin kel, Buffalo , N.Y. , 

Ken Porco , Lou 1sv1lle ; Ste ve Strandemo . St. 
Cloud , Min n .: Jerry Hi lecher , Columb ia, 
Mo .: Cr ai g Mc Coy . River s ide , Ca li f. ; 
Murdock Cranston, Ha li fax, N.S. ; Wayne 
Bowe s, Lethbridge , Alt a. 

Jun ior- Rich 1e Wagner , Paterson , N.J. ; 
Dean N1chopoulos , Memph is : Bob Adam 
Jr .. Edina , M inn . ; Jerry Zuckerma n, St. 
Loui s. Steve Trent , San Diego . 

Women 's-Gerr i Stof fr egen , Cincinnat i ; 
Evie Morguelan , Lou isville ; Kat hy Williams , 
Hazel Park , Mich .: Peggy Steding , Odessa , 
Tex .; Jan Pasternak , Tempe , Ariz . 

Senior- Charli e Garf inke l, Buff alo. N.Y. : 
8111 King. Memphi s ; Bob Adam Sr ., Edina, 
Minn .: Myron Roder ick , Stillwat er , Okla . ; 
Howard Ringwood , Salt Lake City ; Phi l 
Swar tz. Vancouve r , B.C. 

Maste rs-Ge ne G rapes , Pitt sburgh ; 
Herman Abramovitz , Lou isv ille ; J im White , 
Milwaukee : Richard Walke r, Da llas ; Rick 
Warner. Salt Lak e City : George Morfitt , 
Vancouver , 8 . C 

Golden Master s-J ack Bowl in g, New 
York ; Ike Gurner . Lou1sv1lle ; Ben W ir k us, 
Fond d u Lac, Wi s.; Dav id Shoss, Da llas ; 
Luzelle Wilde . Salt Lake City . 

RACQUETBALL 



Our Seamco Racquetbal l is the 
only one approved by the Inter­
national Racquetball Association . 

It has their blessing because 
it's made of a select, natural 
rubbe r compound to provide 
consister,t top performance in 
tournament play . 

What comes w ith having the 
top racquetball in the game, of 
course , is a reputat ion for excel­
lence that has to be lived up to 

for a ll the racquetball equipment 
we offer . 

Like our racquetball racquets. 
Take our new aluminium Paddle 
Racque t for example . The only 
really uniq ue racquet made 
today, it features an exclusive 
string support system engineered 
to prevent string breakage , 
is minus eyelets, w ires and 
grommets that can come loose 
or break, has the biggest sweet 

spot in the game, and offers a 
one-piece extruded frame. 

Of course, if you prefer wood 
to metal, we have a whole slew 
of top qua lity wooden racquet­
bal l racquets, too. 

For the best in racquetballs 
and racquets see ours at your 
pro shop or sporting goods store. 
To get our newest catalog write: 
Seamco Sport ing Goods, New 
Haven, Connecticut 06503 . 

The best reason 
for you to buJ our racquets 

is our racquetball. 
OFr \C\A.L \_ \-{,J;\. 

. ' 
Pl.A~ UKEA PROWITH•5ERJTIC0 A 
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The Director Says: 

WE'LL SEE YOU AT SAN DIEGO 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL A S SOCIATION 

P. 0 . Box 1016 • St i llw ate r, Oklah oma 74074 • (405 ) 377 -2676 

Dear Racque1ball Friends . 

11 1s now almos l t ime 101 1ho ln101na11onal Champ ionships and I am 1eally looking forward 10 seeing a fol of you al San Diego 

I was in San Diogo lasl weekend and l he fac ,111los a1 Brown·s ar e go,ng 10 be ou1s1and lng . I know 1hat evo1yone Is going 10 
enjoy playing in 1hls facl l lly . We have 1lcke1s for sale and If you v.ould l ike 10 roso1ve 11c ko1s, be sure 10 con 1ac1 Bud Mueh leisen 
as soon as possib le. When you arrive and reg1s1er, we wi ll have a schedule tor lho malche s and even1s , so be sure to chock either 
a1 the hotel or Brown ·s as to lhe limo you play . 

As you know, evo1yone ls elig,b lo 10 play 1n the l nlernallonal Tournam ent except in Op en Singl es and you mus l have qualllled 
1hrougn you r reg ional se1-up . II you did not qualify , you can qual i fy Wednesday , Juno 5 , In a preliminary tournament slarting at 8 
a m 

One lhing I wou ld like to point oul is that all ru l es o f t ho IRA w,11 be followed for all pl ayers in lhe Int e rnat i onal Tournamen 1. 
This means l ha t Iha now rule pertaining to tho shin also will be foll owed I know 1h,s Is a ru l e that has a lot of quosllons about 11, 
i;nd we are goi ng 10 bring 1h1s up al 1he genera l mee 1ing so you as memb ers can decide whal you fee l Is best as far as sh,n de ­
sign ,s concerne d . Th o Boa rd of Dlrec to1s does no t rea ll y ca re , as long as the shirt is nea1 and i t is w hat tho members wan1. 

As you know , 1he memb ership meeting wi ll be a breakfast at 8 30 a .m. at the LeBaron Ho1el and 11 will be free for all IRA 
members . At 1ha1 limo we will have Iha awards for the Man of th e Year. Woman Alhlete of the Year and Male Athl e1e o f t he Year 
Also we would llko 10 recognize the ou 1-golng Direc tors who have be en such a grea t he l p 10 1he Assocla1lon 

Vic are very happy 1ha 1 i1 has been possible for us to start a Racque1ball Hall of Fame . ft Is formerly lhe Holms Foundation 
Hall of Fame and Is now ca ll ed the Ci ty Savi ngs Athletic Foundation Ha ll o f Fame . They have lel us inducl l wo members 10 lh o 
Ha ll o f Fame. 

Our athl ete is Dr . Bu d Mueh leisen . Of cou 1se, Dr . Bud was our firs1 l nlernatlona f Champio n and has many nationa l t l1les The 
con tributor membe r 10 the Hal l o f Fame is Joo Sobek . Joe. as yo u know , invented and cre aled the spo 11 of Racquetball and i t Is a 
91ea1 honor 1ha1 we lnducl l hese 1wo gentlemen inlo lhe Hall of Fame . at rho membership broak fas1 

R,gh 1 aft er 1he membershi p breakfnsl, we wi ll have our member ship meeting and of course at the meeting wo would like for 
1he membe1s 10 bring up anything lhey 1h,nk ought 10 be Improved or changed as far as the IRA is conce rn ed . One of the Items on 
rhe agenda for the membership wi ll bo 1he financia l repor t for 1973 . 

we also w,11 repo rl 1ho acti ons l ake n at th e Board o f Dlrec 101s mee ting on Tuesday, J uno 4. We w il l have a report fr om our 
Presiden t , and a lso wo wi ll have o lec t lon of four new Board members . The Presiden t, DeW111 Shy . ha s selec ted a nominating com ­
mittee and ii wi ll present a stale of names to lhe Board of Dlr oc 1o rs. 10 bo recommend ed 10 tho membersh ip. At th is limo 1ho 
membership can presen t anyone 1ha1 they would like to have as a member o f the Board of Dir ectors and 1hey will be e lected from 
rho momborsh1p . 

The Board of Directors has abou l 30 i1ems they will cover in the ir day -l ong mee1l ng f know thal we w i ll successfully come up 
w, 1h some outs tanding rocomrnendallons fo r 1ho IR A. 

I would like to in form you 1hat Sports Il lus t rated magazine Is going to cover l he lnterna1lona l Tournamen1-all four days . We 
hope 1hey w,11 w rilo a very outs1andl ng artic le concerning Racquetb all. 

Ano1her ,tom on tho sc hedu le at lh e In ternationa l Tournamen t is a mee 1,ng o f the State Chairmen who are presen t al l he moot. 
We wlfl have a Na11onal Convention of 1he Stato Ch airmen sometim e in tho fall and those de1ails will be worked ou t at this 111st 
s1ate chairmanship mee t ing . I wo uld llko for each one o f the S1a1e Chairmen who wi ll be at San Diego to fol me know . 

I think over-all every thing has been going rea l well wi 1h l he In ternationa l Assoc i ation . We have moved ou r office and I have 
been working full 11me as o f May 1. 

If we c an be o f any hel p 10 you In any way, don' 1 hosi1a10 10 lot us know . 

Sincere ly, 

?!!:::: fr~·» 
Executive Directo r 
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Randy Stafford 

Stafford, Vols 
Top Collegians 

Randy Stafford of Tennessee defeated quarterfinals and arch rival Steve Smith 
Pete Wright of Texas Christian in the of ~emphis, 15-21, :n-17, 21-20, in the 
Class A singles finals and led the Vols to serrus . 
the teaJ"!'l championship in the second In game three against Smith, Stafford 
annua l IRA National Intercolle giates on held a 20-14 lead when Smith called time 
UT's home cour ts at Knoxville. 

Tenn esse e outdist a nced cross-state 
rival Memphis Sta te, 39-28, for the team 
trophy with defending champion Illinois 
third at 17 points. Although there were 
only four universities in the team com­
petition, 15 colleges from all areas of the 
country were represented . 

Stafford defeated Wright , 21-19, 17-21, 
21-11, in the finals, forcing the TCU ace to 
settle for second place for the second 
straight year. Wright was runner-up to 
Jerry Hilecher of Missouri in 1973. 

Stafford , who had teamed with Davey 
Bledsoe for last year 's doubles crown, 
was the Vols' No. 1 singles entry this time 
and reached the finals by downing Larry 
Putterman of Illinois, 21-11, 21-18, in the 

out, changed his shirt, "started from 
scratch " and ran off six straight points 
for a tie a t 20. 

Wright breezed through the upper 
bracket almost as though his opponents 
were "bye ." He decked Mike Carr of 
Oklahoma State , 21-6, 21-10, in the 
quar ters and Tom Whipple of Maryland, 
2HI, 21-9, in the semifinals. 

Smith finished third, 21-18, 21-9, over 
Whipple. 

Jim Cullen of Memphis state rallied 
from a first-game loss and overpowered 
Bryce Anderson of Tennessee, 14-21, 21-
16, 21-8, for the Class B singles title . 

~--------~-~-~-------------, I 'Re{-e,zee 'ci e,_,z,ee,z ! 

Cullen advanced to the finals by 
beating Jeff Ostreicher of Illinois , 21-9, 
21-19, and Rusty Fogarty , UT in­
dependent, 21-14, 21-14. Anderson played 
through Gary Davis of Berea (Ky .), 21-
14, 21-2, and Larry Curts of Oklahoma 
State, 21-20, 21-8. Curts downed Fogarty 
for third, 21-13, 13-21, 21-11. 

Question : In a doubles tournament, if 
one of the players fails to show, or is 
injured, can the other player continu e the 
match playing alone against the other 
team ? -Sam Cohen 

Answer: No. A doubles team is con­
sidered as one unit and both players must 
be available to compete. 

Question: How can a refer ee decide a 
player was visually hindered? In a recent 
ma tch, I served from a position slightly 
to the right of center-court. I hit the ball 
low and hard down the right side, trying 
to take advantage of my opponent , who 
had taken a position well to the left of his 
normal receiving position. The ball did 
not pass close to my body but he called a 
visual hinder. -Tom Johns 

Answer: The only time a visual hinder 
can be ca lled on a serve is when the 
receiver takes a center-court position 
and the ball passes so close to the ser­
ver 's body as to cause a screen. If the 
receiver is out of position and the ball 
does not pass close to the server's body, 
the difficulty is the receiver 's own fault 
and it is not a hinder . 

Refere e' s Notebook: A change has 
been proposed , and will be discussed, in 
the rul e calling a dead-ball hinder on 
"any returned ball that touches an op-
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ponent on the fly before it returns to the 
front wall (Rule 4.10, a-2). 

As written , this rule does not permit 
any discretion concerning a shot which 
obviously would not reach the front wall 
anyway and would be a side out or lost 
point. Suppose , for example , the players 
are somewha t side-by-side and the hitter 
" fouls one off" and hits the opponent with 
what should be a losing shot . It is 
proposed that the referee should call a 
dead-ball hinder only if he felt that the 
shot had some chance-even a long 
chance- of striking the front wall. 

Jeff Bowman and John Parks of Illinois 
won the doubles, 21-7, 14-21, 21-7, over 
Emile Catiginani and Mark Thomas of 
Tennessee. 

Bowman-Parks trimmed Mike 
Fleming and Jerry D'Amore of Mem­
phis, 21-7, 21-10, in the semis, while 
Catiginani-Thomas subdued Carl Rin­
derle and Mike Sladky of Winona 
(Minn.) , 21-18, 21-15. Fleming-D'Amore 
finished third with an 18-21, 21-14, 21-17 
victory. 

Consolations were won by Mike Carr of 
Oklahoma State in A, Ron Dick of 
Tarrant (Texas ) in B and Ernest Huff­
Lothar Baumann of Berea in doubles. 

Intercollegiate wJnners from left, front row--John Parks, Jeff Bowman, Mark 
Thomas, Emile Caliginanl; back row-Davey Bledsoe, tournament director; Pete 
Wright, Randy Stafford, Bryce Anderson, Jim Cullen, co-chairman William Tagg. 
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If you think you're seeing double 
when you step onto a racquetball 
court in Illinois, you may be right. 
And you probably are running into 
double trouble if you ·re going W 
play against Mark and Patrick 
Buckley. 

Th e 16-year-old twins from 
Orland Park, Ill. , are two of the 
brightest young prospects in the 
country and they've given up other 
sports lo concentrate on the courts. 

After playing racquetball oc­
casionally during an eight-month 
period, along with four-wall 
handball , they surprised the field 
in the Illinois state men 's tour­
nament by going to the third round 
before being stopped by older, 
experienced players . 

Mark and Patrick are the sons of 
Vincent Buckley, an auto dealer 
who became a widower when they 
were 8 years old, and grandsons of 
former U.S . Congressman James 
V. Buckley . 

" They enjoy racquetball more 
than any other sport," says their 
father, " and they keep begging me 
to take them to the Y so they can 
play the game." Dad doesn 't mind 
a bit. "I am the happiest father in 
the world coaching them and 
playing with them in racquetball 
and handball," he says. 

The twins have been active in 
tennis and track, but have given up 
those sports to stress racquetball 
and handball. They have plans to 
shoot for the IRA junior cham­
pionship this year or next, and 
hope that 100 per cent con­
centration can produce 100 per cent 
improvement. 

They run 12 to 15 miles a day for 
conditioning and each can run the 
mile in Jess than five minutes. So, if 
you play them be ready . . . they 
won't be standing still. 

·-------------
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Cranston, Bowes Win 
Canadian Regionals 

Showing great competitive spirit , 
Murdock Cranston of Halifax survived 
two injuries during a semifinal upset of 
Ivan Velan , then scored a 21-10, 21-19 
victory over Manny Gregorio of Toronto 
in the open singles finals of the IRA East 
Canada regional tournament in Mon­
treal. 

Cranston's scores over Velan were 21-
14, 11-21, 21-19. Gregorio ousted Bob 
Eastman of Montreal in a tough, three­
game quarterfinal, then reached the 
championship round with another close 
triumph , 21-15, 15-21, 21-14, over John 
Spencer. 

Murdock's great hustle resulted in first 
landing on his racquet hand, then 
opening a severe gash on his right eyelid. 

Velan came back to take his long-time 
practice partner, Spencer , 21-4, 21-9, for 
third place. Cranston will play in the 
senior singles at the Internationals, so 
Gregorio and Velan will represent East 
Canada in open singles. 

A promi sing young Montreal swinger, 
Kosta Daifas, didn't lost a game in the 
consolation singles on his way to victory 

over Wayne Murphy of Toronto in the 
semis and R. Shkimba in the finals. 

In doubles, the " Red Bandit" duo of 
Rick Colangelo and Lorne Mundey put 
together two good strings to take the first 
game, 21-12, over Gregorio-Velan, but 
Mundey 's kill shot lost its consistency 
and they subsequently lost the match, 21-
16, 21-17. Gregorio-Velan then took the 
finals, 31-16, over Spencer and the ailing 
Cranston. 

In West Canada, at Vancou ver, Wayne 
Bowes of Lethbridge defeated Wes 
Hadikin of Winnipeg for the open singles 
championship , then teamed with Bob 
Daku of Lethbridge to win doubles . 

Other West Canada champions were 
Phil Swartz of Vancouver in senior 
singles, George Morfitt of Vancouver in 
masters singles, Wayne Smith of Van­
couver in B singles , Brian Bowling of 
Vancouver in C singles and Gregg 
Caulfield of Burnaby , B. C., in novice 
singles. 

Neither Canadian region crowned 
junior or women 's champions . 

Saskatchewan Open 
Snow Fun for Some 

Plagued by blizzards and all kinds of 
transportation problems, the Saskat­
chewan Open still turned out some 
superb racquetball. 

Lethbridge provided both finalists in 
open singles, with Wayne Bowes, 
reigning Canadian closed champion, 
turning back doubles partner Bob Daku , 
21-18, 17-21, 21-10. The middle game was 
the first Daku ever had taken off Bowes 
in tournament play and he displayed his 
exhilaration at the time by letting out a 
loud yell and hugging his opponent. 

The oringinal entry of 36 local and 29 
out-of-town players included some of the 
top stars of West Canada in open singles . 
Unfortunately severe blizzards the day 
before the tournament was to start 
resulted in cancellations from many out­
of-lowners. 

All six en tries from Winnipeg , three 
from Regina and three from Edmonton 
were unable to win against the elements 
and three from Lelhbridge took about 29 
hours to drive 400 miles. The d·raw 
became chaotic from cancellations and 
phone calls from other entrants saying 

they were trying to get through . Some 
we still haven 't heard from . 

In probably the top upset of the tour­
nament , Rob Napper surprised Roald 
Thompson, 1972 Saskatchewan Open 
champ and 1973 runner-up, 21-17, 21-19, in 
the second round. Napper has only been 
playing about eight months . But Bowes 
downed Napper , 21-6, 21-15, in the semis 
and Daku ousted Robin Tabb , 21-5, 21-4. 

Doug Baisden, Saskatoon's top hand­
ball player , switched sports a nd showed 
his dexterity by winning B singles over 
Rick Peake of Lethbridge, 21-12, 18-21, 21-
10. Jack Collin of Saskatoon defeated 
Greg Rudichuk, Roy's 15-year -old son, 
21-9, 21-7, in C singles . 

Ray Lambert of Saskatoon won 
masters singles over Al Haider of 
Regina, 21-81 20-21, 21-12. 

Bowes and Daku captured open 
doubles from Rudichuk and Thompson , 
21-15, 21-4, and Tim Tarala and Ernie 
Husulak captured B doubles over David 
Hughes and Ernie Sapieha, 21-9, 17-21, 21-
18. 

RACQUETBALL 



The complete 
racquetball court system 

by Powe .rlock ... consultants • designers • manufacturers • installers 

Panel-Master® court systems are complete 
down to the last detail -walls , floors, ceilings, 
doors, and lighting. Glass backwalls available. 
Approved by the N.R.C. and the LR.A., 
Powerlock offers the broadest performance 
guarantee in the industry. 

O uniform ball reaction 
□ maximum quietness in play 
□ excellent appearance ... no open or 

uneven seams 
0 no warpage 
□ high durability-low maintenance 

~ POWERLOCK SYSTEMS, INC. 
~ 590-IR Grove Road , Mid-Altantic Park. 
~ Thorofare. N.J . 08086 609/ 848-5330 

----· - _, -
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Len Stream pours for Brumf ield and Keeley . Den ise Bra y, Bill Dunn , Jan Campbe ll, Jan Pastern ak 

Supreme Court Open 

Anatie't {,M '81tetm{,tdd 
Some of the top playe rs in the country 

were in the field of 180, but Charlie 
Brumfield dominat ed the open singles 
and doubles withou t losing a gam e in the 
Supreme Court Open at the 11-<::ourt 
facility in Sunnyvale, Calif. 

Brumfield polished off Steve Keeley , 
21-9, 21-16, for the titl e after handlin g 
Pete Lubisich , 21-7, 21-12; Dan Alder , 21-
1, 21-16; and doubles partner Cra ig 
McCoy, 21-3, 21-5. 

McCoy has become one of the top left 
side players in doubles and proved it with 
his outstandin g shooting and stead y 
defensive play as he and Charlie ran 
away with the title. Dave Charlson and 
Bill Dunn were the final vict ims, 21-12, 
21-8. 

The quality of play in Class B was 
excellent, with Roger Ehr en of Los 
Angeles squeezing pas t Bill Stevens of 
San Diego, 21-19, 21-19. As usual, B 
singles was the lar gest dra w. 

J an Cambe ll, play ing superbl y and 
rolling out backhan d kills, overwhelmed 
Jan Pa sternak , 21-2, 21-15, and proje cted 
hers elf firmly into the women 's cham­
pionship picture for the Intern ationals . 

Supreme Cour t's Deryck Clay 

outlasted J im Tre nt of San Diego, 21-9, 
20-21, 21-13, in senior singles and Gene 
McDonald of Los Angeles showed a hot 
hand in masters. McDonald upset top­
seeded AI Ross i, 21-18, 21-20, in the semi s 
afte r Al held leads in both gam es , then 
took care of Don Gr een in the finals, 21-
12, 21-11. 

In open singles, the round of 16 
produ ced an upset and seve ral surpri sing 
results . Charlson was knocked out by 
unseeded but fas t-imp roving J ay Jones, 
21-17, 21-13. 

Char lie Drake, s till trying to reg ain 
form afte r a six-month layoff, was 
elimin ated by Alder , 21-6, 21-11. McCoy 
stru ggled by Ron Star kman , Dunn edged 
Len Str eam and Mar k Wayne bare ly 
outshot 15-year -old Steve Tr ent, each 
mat ch going thre e games. 

Brumfi eld blew by Alder and Keeley 
shot down Wayne in the quar ters . McCoy 
had thr ee tough game s with Jones, while 
Dunn and Paul Lawr ence staged a two­
hour marath on with Paul 's consistency 
pulling it out, 17-21, 21-14. 21-15. 

Keeley domina ted the first semifinal 
with Lawrence, 21-7, but Paul rebounded 
to win the second, 21-11. Keeley' s en-

---------------------------, 

' ' 

Want an IRA Tourney in '75? 
Bids are now being accepted by the IRA office from clubs and organizations 

interested in holding Invitat ional Championships during the 1974-75 season. 
Separate singles and doubles Invitationals will be held in open , sen ior and 

masters divisions . Invitationals also will be cons idered for junior , women 's and 
golden masters players if interest warrants. 

The 1975 lntercollegiates have been awarded to Memph is Stat e . 
Because restructur ing of the IRA regional lineup will be discussed at the 

annual meeting in San Diego , bids for the 1975 Regional and Intern ational 
Championships will not be considered until decis ions are reached at the IRA 
convent ion . It is proposed that eight U .S. and two Canadian regions be 
established . 

All bids submitted for any tournament should includ e a com plete descript ion 
of court facilities , available housing and transportation . 

1--------------------~------J 
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durance paid off in the third, 21-7, but he 
didn't have enough left to test Brumf ield, 
who was on top of his game. 

In the doubles semifinals, McCoy's 
forehand was red hot. His shooting forced 
Bill Thurm an and Starkman to move up 
to cover the kills, then Craig and Charlie 
star ted dr iving and forced m any setu ps 
and errors. The score was 21-8, 21-8. 

Charls on-Dunn tri ed to keep the ba ll 
away from Keeley and force Dra ke into 
errors. They jumped to an earl y 15-9 
lea d, held on at 21-17 and then went from 
11--0 to 18-4 and 21-9 in the second . 

The Los Angeles team of Williams and 
Portu ne won B doubles over Chabot 's 
Tony Krause and Gene Gibbs , 18-21, 21-
16, 21-14. 

OPEN SING LES 
Round of 16 : Br umfie ld def . Lubis1ch 

21 -7 , 2 1-12 ; Alde r de f. Drake 21 -6 , 21 -11 ; 
Jones def. Char lson 21 -17 , 21-13 ; McCoy 
def. Starkman 21-12, 15 -2 1, 2 1-17 ; 
Lawrenc e def . S. Dunn 21 -10 , 21-13 ; W . 

· ounn def. Stream 2 1-12 , 14-21 , 21 -5; 
Wayne def. S. Trent 2 1-19 , 10-21, 2 1-16 ; 
Keeley def. Stevens 21-9, 21 -0 . 

Quarterf inals : Brumfie ld def . Alder 21-
1, 2 1-16 ; McCoy def . Jon es 21-1 3 , 18-2 1, 
2 1-18 ; Lawrence def. Dunn 18 -21 , 21-13, 
2 1-14; Keel ey def. Way ne 21-9, 21-14 . 

Semifina ls: Brumf iel d def . McCoy 21 -3 , 
2 1-5 ; Keeley_ def . Lawrence 2 1-7 , 11-21, 
2 1-7 . 

Finals : Br umf ield def . Ke eley 2 1-9 , 2 1· 
16 . Third : McCoy def. Lawrence by forfe i t. 

OPEN DOUBLES 
Qu a rterfina ls : B rumfi e ld- McCoy by 

forfe it : Starkman-Thurman de f. Lund ­
Lub1sich 21- 8 , 2 1-5 ; Cha rl son -Dunn def. 
Marc us-Tren t 21 -14, 2 1-10 ; K eeley -Drake 
def . Wayne -Stream 2 1-16 , 21 -20 . 

Semifi nals : Brumfiel d-McCoy de f. Stark­
man-Thurman 21-8 , 21-8 ; Charlson-Dunn 
def. Kee ley- Drake 21 -17 , 2 1 -9. 

Fi nals: Brumfie ld-McCoy def . Char lson­
Dunn 21 - 12, 21-8 . T hird: Starkman­
Thurman by forfe it. 

WOMEN 'S SINGLES 
Quarterf inals : Pasternak def. Johnson 

2 1-13 , 2 1-10; Siau def . Mas sie 19-21 , 
injury forfeit; Bray def. Nog uchi 19 -21, 21-
17, 21-1 0 ; Cam pb ell def. Ornstein 2 1-4 , 
21-5. 

Semif inals : Pasternak def. Siau 21-12 , 
21- 19; Ca mpbell def. Bray 2 1-6 , 21-4 . 

Finals : Camp bell def. Past ernak 21 -2 , 
21- 15 . Third : Bray def . Siau 21-15 , 21 -18. 

RACQUETBALL 



Expo 'World' 
Tourney Set 

Racquetba ll playe rs and fans ar e in­
vited to attend the Expo '74 World 's Fair 
in Spokane, Was h., and comp ete in the 
"World," Ra cquetball Championships 
August 1-3, 1974. 

The tourn a ment will be held on nine 
ai r-condi t ion ed court s a t Eas tern 
Was hingto n State College a nd the 
Spokane Elk s Club. Two courts have 
glass back wa lls for feat ured play . 

Entry fee is $18 for one event, $7 for a 
second event, lim it two. Competitio n will 
be held in open singles (limit 64), class B 
singles , cla ss C s ingles, women's singles, 
senior sing les, maste rs singles , open 
doubles and senior doubles (a ll limi t 32). 

Entry dea dlin e is Jul y 20. En try blanks 
and additi onal informati on may be ob­
ta in ed from Pat Whit ehill , Worl d 
Racquetball Cha mpionship s, Showalter 
306, Eastern Washington State College, 
Cheney, Wash . 99004, telephone 509-359-
7963 or 235-4520. 

Calenda r 
JU NE 

6 -9 . IRA In t ernat ional Singles Cham ­
p1onsh1ps , Bro wn 's Handball -Racquetball 
Cl ub , San D iego , Calif. (Open , 18-under 
Junior, 35 -over Sen ior, 45 -ove r Ma ster s, 
55 -over Golden Masters , Women 's, also 
Women 's Dou bles) . Preliminary q uali fying 
tournament June 5 to fill 64 bracket for 
Op en Singles . En tr y dea dl ine May 20 . Dr . 
Bud Muehleisen , 9333 Loren Drive, San 
Diego , Cali f. 920 41 , t elephone 714 -44 2-
7333 . 

13-16 : Rose Festival , Multnomah AC 
and Jewis h CC, Por t land, Ore . (Open, B, C, 
novice, senior , masters , women's singles 
and open doub les, consolati ons all events) . 
Awards 4 places, 2 conso lation . Dr . Peter 
Lu b isich, 44 19 SW Flower, Por tl and, Ore . 
97221 , tele phone 505 -246 -5734 . 

2 1-23 : Mich igan Open, Oa k Pa r k 
At hle t ic Cl ub , La n s ing, Mi ch . ( O pen, 
women 's, mas ters sing les, open and m ixed 
dou b les, consolations a II even t s) . $ 12 entry 
fee, $8 second even t , deadline June 12. Dr . 
Mike Byrne. Lansing Communi ty College, 
4 19 Nor t h Capi tol , Lansing, Mi ch . 489 14, 
te lephone 517 -373 -7280 . 

JULY 
12 - 14 : M issouri Open , Spa u ld in g 

Racquetball Club, St. Lou is, Mo. ( O~en,_ B, 
senior, maste r s, go lden master, 1un1or. 
women's, conso lat ions) . Awar ds 4 p laces, 
consolation . Doub le el imi nat ion . Ch uck 
Spaul d ing, Spauldi ng Racqu etb all Club, 
200 Enc hanted Pk., Manches ter, Mo. 
630 11, telep hon e 3 14-391 -6363 . 

17-20 : Canadia n Klondike, Edmonton, 
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Executive Club West of Rocky River, Ohio, in suburba n 

Clevelan d, has been selecte d as host for the IRA In­
ternational Doubles Championsh ips October 10-13, 1974. 

Competition will be held in open , junior , senior , mas ters I 
and golden mast ers divisions with no advanc e qualifying 
r equir ed. In age -group competition , both player s must meet 
age r equirem ents as of the firs t day of the tournament. 

I 

I The $1.5 million Ex ecut ive Club complex includes five 
cour ts in excellent condition , one of them glas s-enclosed . I 

Facili ties also include a swimming pool, whirlpool , steam 
and sauna rooms , physical fitness rooms , TV and card 
rooms , a pool tabl e and massage room . 

I 

I The Sheraton Inn is across the street from the club . 
John Leech and forme r Cleveland Browns football star 

Dante Lavelli built the club , with Leech purchasing ~avelli 's I 
I interest two years ago and embarking on a remodeling 
- program including cons truc tion of the glas s court. 
I Jerry Lapie r re , IRA national coordinator and member of i the Board of Director s, will assist in operation of the tour ­

I 

I 
- nament . 
I This will be the firs t time the IRA Doubles Championships 

have been separated from the IRA International Singles , 

I -
I 

I which will be held June 6-9 in San Diego . Women 's doubles I 
- will be conduct ed a t the San Diego tournament. 
I -

- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·- ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-· Alberta . (Open, B , novice , wome n' s, 
women's nov ice, sen ior singles , open , 
senior doubles) For comple te info r matio n, 
w r ite Edmonton Rac qu etball Associatio n, 
10325 -114 St. No. 22 , Ed mont o n, Alb ert a 
T5K 1S2. 

AUGUST 
1-3 : " Wor ld" Racquetball Cham ­

p ionships, Eastern Washington State 
College , Spo kane, Wash . (Open, B. C, 
women's senior. masters singles, open, 
senior do ubles) . Deadline July 20 . World 
Racque tball Championship, Confe rence 
Coordinator, Showalter 306. Eas t ern 
Wash ing ton Stat e Coll ege, Cheney, Was h. 
9900 4, telephone Pat W hiteh i ll 509 -359 -
7963 or 235 -452 0. 

OCTOBER 
10- 13: I RA Int e rn a t io na l Doub les 

Champions hips, Exec uti ve Club West, 

Rocky River , Ohio . (Open, j unior , sen ior , 
mas ters , go lden maste r s only, no q ualifying 
re qu ired) . For comple te in for matio n w ri te 
IRA, PO Box 1016, Still water . Okla. 740 74. 
Entr y b lank w ill be prin ted in fut u re 
magazines . 

11 - 13 : Women's Open, Eau C laire 
YMCA, Eau Claire. Wis. (S&D) . Eilee n 
Joslin. Women 's Director, Eau Claire 
YMCA, 700 Graham Av e., Eau Clair e. W is. 
54701. 

N OVEMBER 
7- 10 · Canadian Nat io n al Cham-

pionships , Cote de L1esse Racq uet Cl ub. 
Mont rea l. Ivan Velan . Co te de Liesse 
Racque t Club. 8305 Cot e d e L1esse Rd ., 
Montr eal. Que. H4 T 1G 5. For fu ll in ­
for ma t ion on any Cana di an tourn ament . 
wi rte CRA, 10325 -114 St . No. 22, Ed­
mont on . Albert a T5K 1S2 .. 
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Reuenge ... How Sweet It Is 

Zeitman Wins South's Super 16 
Joe Ycaza and South Region finalist 

John Hennen had visions of cham­
pionship bliss in the South's Super 16 al 
Louisville Athletic Club until Mike 
Zeilman blew into the picture and settled 
all speculation. 

Michels in the first round and Michels 
went on to win consolations, 21-8, 21-19, 
over Rick Stevens of Memphis. 

Mike started one game before Bill did, 
winning 21-<lonut, 21-19. 

Mike then had his hoped -for r ematch 
with Hennen of Chattanooga, who had 
upset Mike in the round of 16 at the South 
Region and almost kept him from 
qualifying for the Internationals. It was 
nip-and-tu ck throu gh 17 points before 
Mike put the game away with a three­
point run and took the second handily for 
a 21-17, 21-13 decision . 

Most of Dixie's top players were on 
hand, fresh from the re gional at Bir­
mingham including regional champ Ken 
Porco, Fred Michels, Don Rigazio, Bill 
Evans and Zeilman from Louisville , 
senior champ Bill King from Memphis 
and Davey Bledsoe from Knoxville. 

Ycaza's next match was against the 
veteran Porco in the semis. Joe grabbed 
the crowd's attention during warm-up 
with a brisk and vocal walk around the 
perimeter of the court. Then he attracted 
Porco's attention with a brisk 21-14, 21-14 
win. 

But there were some surprising 
newcomers, starting with Ycaza from 
Atlanta. Joe first upset fourth-seeded 
Steve Smith in the quarters, 21-20, 9-21, 
21-10. Smith had a tough time with 

In the lower half of the draw, King and 
Evans staged one of the most punishing 
matches of the tournament in the first 
round. Both are excellent retrievers and 
the rallies were long and hard-fought 
before Evans emerged the victor , 21-16, 
9-21, 21-13. 

The finals turned out to be all Zeilman 
as he easily controlled Ycaza's strategy, 
21-11, 21-10. Hennen whipped Porco for 
third place , 21-8, 21-13. 

Another regional all-star challenge 
match is planned for sometime in 
Novembers . Zeilman was Evans' next opponent and 

Tune In Again Tomorrow ... 

ea" 7~a ?lta,z,,zia9e g'e Sa()ed? 
By Sandy Cramer 

I remember the first time I ever saw Dick ; I knew that he 
was a hustler . What I soon discovered was that he spent most 
of his time hustlin g a small black ball in a handball court. Of 
course I quickly learned the terms of the game and with a 
little patience, court position, strategy and technique, I had 
him "hooked" within a year. 

Shortly after we moved to San Antonio, Dick decided that I 
should learn to play racquetball . "After all," he said, "we 
should have at least ONE thing in common." 

We found four outside, three -wall courts at a Catholic 
Parish Retreat. I think I spent most of the summer chasing 
after the ball. It hid everywhere: in the grass, the bushes , 
behind rocks, and occasionally it remained lost. 

We seldom saw anyone at these courts until one day we 
were informed that this was a private area and like Adam 
and Eve we were cast from God's Paradise. 

Fortunately we soon moved to Turtle Creek Country Club 
where they had four beautiful handball courts . Thus, began 
my actual training which was to change my life. Thank 
goodness Dick only won when we played. Naturally, I took 
the losses lightly, crying only after the game was over, and 
cursing as softly as my anger permitted while playing . 
"Dick, will you please stop yelling atme?" I'd scream. 

"Turn to the side. Step into the ball. You're not moving!" 
was his acid reply . Well, it didn't take long to see that our 
marriage was heading for the rocks . So we stopped the 
lessons- but that didn't stop me . I worked out at least three 
time s a week and played with any warm body that could hold 
a racquet. Gradually I improved . At least now I could hit the 
ball off the back wall ( at waist level.) 

Then one day Dick said, "I think you should enter a tour­
nament." 

"I think you're crazy, too." I replied . But nonetheless, we 
drove to Houston for my first tournament. 

My nerves were so shattered that I shook when I even 
thought about my competition, but Dick encoura ged me at 
every step of the way. 

"You'll have to play in the men's "B" bracket because only 
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one girl showed up. Are you going to play or not ?" 
" Play? Against men?" My heart fell to the floor and there 

was a lump in my throat as big as an orange but I answered, 
" Why not?" 

As you can imagine, I quickly lost the first match . I 
reconciled and justifi ed as much as possible. After all, it 
could have been 21-0 instead of the nine to ten points I won 
each game. 

Then came consolations. We went three games . You know I 
think I might have won if Dick hadn 't been giving me in­
structions from the gallery. But one thing I 'm sure of : I 
wouldn't have lost Dick if I hadn't yelled , "Would you please 
be quiet and let ME play the game!" You could hardly blame 
him for going home without me. 

"So what?" I said to myself. "Isn't ac\venture the spice of 
life?" 

Suddenly I had second thoughts, " Perhaps I've over­
seasoned the whole affair! " I decided to quit. And I did-for 
two miserable months. Then, a terrific thing happened . Eight 
gir ls at the Club began meeting on Monday and Wednesday 
nights . What luck! 

Now we share our blisters, aches, pains and the whir lpool. 
We don't push Women's Lib but we do encourage as many 

girls as we can to join us. 
Now I want you to know that we are not preparin g for 

"Na tionals " but we do have fun, exercise and compete to win 
at the same time . We're all trying lo improve our game. Why, 
sometimes I work on my backhand until I begin to see visions 
of Jim Austin. Actually , the ceiling shot is the tough est for us 
all- and patience . But we all agree that racqu etball is the 
greatest! 

I've even begun to teach my seven-year-old, Travis . Dick 
and I both believe that he should start his training earlier 
than I did. 

You know, racquetball may not be the answer to household 
drudgery, babysitting blues or spats with the spouse, but for 
me it really helps. So why not pick up a racquet just for fun 
and sprinkle a little spice in your life? 

RACQUETBALL 



The WISP is a beautiful racquet . Its metalic blue ano­
dized frame and blue spiral tournament nylon string , 
its narrow contour and superb balance are joined to­
gether in exciting harmony. 

The WISP is a sharp playing racquet too . Designed to 
the length of our Bud Muehle isen racquet and to the 
shape of our XL, its light swing weight and carefully 
engineered head flexibility deliver quick swings and 
firm accurate shots. 

If you want your share of the new and exciting ex­
periences in racquetball, try a WISP . 

The WISP has a one year guarantee and meets all 
I.R.A. specifications. 

Three grip sizes: 4 1/ 8, 4 5/ 16, 4 1/ 2 
Available in rubber and leather. 

RACQUETBALL EQUIPMENT 

Over 77% of the players in the 
1973 I.RA Championships used 
an Ektelon racquet. 

7079 MISSION GORGE ROAD • SUITE E SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 92120 PHONE1 (714) 286-1188 
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Lapierre Discovered ... 

. .. a Whole New World 
By Dan Coughlin 

Cleveland Plain Deal er 
Ten years ago Jerry Lapierre was a fat 

young man with a severed Achilles 
tendon. His hair was thinning and his 
stomach was growing. His only exercise 
was hobbling in and out of buyer's offices 
selling electronic components. 

"I was 34 at the time and for the 
previous 12 years I was virtually 
physically inactive . I was a physical 
wreck" says Lapierre. 

The prescribed therapy was obvious. 
Run. 

" I had to find an alternative to run­
ning" says Lapierre. " I can't compete 
against mys elf." 

Lapierre gravitated to a Central 
YMCA program to rehabilitate his leg a 
program that opened his eyes to a 
valhalla of a sweatbox . 

"That's when I discovered racquet­
ball," Lapierre says enthusiastically. 
"It's the best game to come down the 
pike since the year one." 

Now 44 Lapierre is a lean 169 pounds 40 
pounds less than he weighed 10 years 
ago . 

"Fo ur years ago a doctor looked me 
over and said I was in the best shape of 
any 40-year-old he ever examined" 
Lapierre boasts. 

Racquetball has become more than a 
pastime for Lapierre it's an obsession. In 
fact racquetball is now his livelihood. 

Several months ago he put his electronic 
sa les job and his engineering degree 
from Lawrence Institute of Technology 
in .mothballs and succombed to an offer 
to manage the Chagrin Court Club. 

The club had failed under several 
previous proprie tors the latest of whom 
being pro rassling promoter Johnny 
Powers. 

"The previous owners tried to make it 
too many things to too many people ," 
explains Lapierre. 

Although court clubs are beginning to 
spring up in several cities, this is one of 
the few that is geared exclusively for 
racquetball. 

"This isn 't a pipe dream ," says caterer 
Harlan Diamond, who owns the building , 
which includes a huge banquet hall on the 
second floor. " Jerry has seen it work in 
other cities." 

With 245 paid up members, Lapierre 
says he's already way ahead of 
schedule. Diamond, who purchased the 
building primarily as a facility for his 
cate rin g business , has not made a cent on 
the athletic club since taking it over four 
years ago. He has enough faith in 
Lapierre's concept, however, to invest 
another $200,000 in improvements this 
spring . Four indoor courts are now in 
use. Construction is under way to convert 
a swimming pool into four more courts. 
Plans are in the works for outdoor courts , 
including a glass-walled court that would 

Lots of Folks Find the Answer 
From the Evening News 
Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. 

Looking for a pastime that not only 
gives you a great workout in just 30 
minutes but is also inexpensive, fun and 
available to men and women of all ages? 

Racquetball is providing the answer 
for more and more people every year. 

Racquetball is a relatively new game­
only six years old in its present organized 
state- that has found appeal with 
physical-fitness-minded peopl e all over 
North America . 

The appeal of racquetball is vast, not 
necessarily meaning that everyone plays 
the game, but that it's an activity that 
can provide just about anyone-whether 
male or female, seven years old or 
seventy-with an exciting form of 
recreation that requires very little skill 
or expense. 

"I know of no other sport that has such 

16 

appeal to all age groups," said Paul 
Benson, director of Upward Bound at 
Lake Superior State College and a 
racquetball enthusiast. 

" I have found the sport to appeal not 
only to all age groups but also to people 
from all walks of life in North Amercia," 
Benson said. "The sport has grown in­
credibly during the past five years," he 
continued. 

Benson plays on an average of three 
times a week at the YMCA in Sault, Ont. 
He goes over with three or four others 
from this area and manages to get in a 
good workout during his lunchbreak or 
during an hour or so after work. 

Facilities for racquetball will be made 
available in this area when the new 
sports complex at LSSC is completed in 
the fall of 1976. The complex will include 
four courts for racquetball , squash and 
paddle ball. 

be used for major tournaments. 
Among the devotees who play 

regularly at the Chagrin club are Ernie 
Kellermann, the former Browns' 
defensive back who is now with Buffalo , 
and Dav e Jones , the end who spent three 
years with the Browns. 

" Dave and I will play three games and 
we'll walk out with our tongues hanging 
out, " says Kellermann. "Racquetball is 
a great game for quickness. It 's a great 
conditioner for football. It's a great way 
of maintaining yourself." 

Kellermann and Jon es play at least 
three times a week . 

"This game ca lls for quicker reactions 
than handball, " pointed out J ones. 
" Handball is side to side. Ra cquetball is 
front to ba ck ." 

"It would take three hours of tennis to 
equal the conditioning benefits of 45 
minutes of racquetball," says Lapierre. 

Handball is the forerunner of the court 
games and still is immensely popular . 
But racque tball, which had its origin in 
the late 1950's is rapidly overtaking it. 
Lapierre estimates there are from 2,000 
to 5,000 regular players in Greater 
Cleveland. 

Although handball , paddleball and 
racquetball are played on the same 
courts with sim ilar rules, the differences 
are simple. Handball , as its name im­
plies , involves only the hand and a hard 
rubber ball. Paddleball employs a paddle 
much like a pingpong paddle. 
Racquetball players use what can best be 
described as a sawed off tennis racquet 
and a softer ball. 

"Because the ball is softer, it doesn't 
bounce as fast or as far," says Lapierre. 
" You have to run after it, which makes it 
a faster game for the individual." 

Racquetball was affiliated with the 
United States Handball Association until 
1968. The International Racquetball 
Association was formed , with Lapierre 
named to the board of directors. 

"Yo u know the best thing about 
racquetball?" challenged Lapierre. 
"Once you close the door of your court 
the rest of the world is blocked out. I 
could get rid of all my frustrations in 
there. If I had a bad day at work, I knew 
I'd play well that night." 

Lapierre is playing better than ever, 
but his frustrations are fewer. 

" We opened this club on guts alone," 
he says. Within just a few months we 
have twice as many members as I 
thought we would. " 

RACQUETBALL 
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OFFENSIVE SHOTS 

With prac t ice, you'll find that you can 
become a satisfactory racquetball player 
easi ly and quickly. Becoming an ad­
vanced player and a consistent winner, 
however , takes much more time, energy, 
and dedication. 

The skilled racquetball player knows 
how to use both the offensiv e and 
defensive shots of the game. He is not 
restricted by his inability to execute 
shots with pr ecis ion or by his posit ion on 
the court . Beca use a good player is a 
versatile player , his opponent never 
knows what his next shot will be. 

In this cha pter you 'll learn to hit the 
basic offensive shots : kill shot, drop shot, 
and pass shot. In addition, you'll receive 
some helpful tips about how to use these 
shots from 1971 international champion 
Bill Schmidtke and top-ranked player 
Ron Rubens tein . 

KILL SHOT 
The kill shot in racquetball is com ­

parabl e to the strikeout in baseball. Like 
the strikeout, the kill shot ends the action 
and concludes the play. Yet while even 
the most expert racquetball player isn't 
able to kill every ball, the player who 
can't kill any ball is in serious trouble. 

Any unreturnable shot that hits low on 
the front wall qualifies as a kill shot. The 
ultimate kill, the flat roll-out, is im­
possible to return because a player can't 
possibly get his ra cquet under the ball 
before it hits the floor twice. 

There are two primary risks in 
executing kill shots. First , a player may 
hit the ball so low to the front wall that it 
drops short, hitting the floor before it hits 
the front wall. Second , a player may hit 
the bal l too high on the front wall . If the 
ball rebounds into the court, your op­
ponent will retrieve it quite easily. 

Despite its pitfalls, a properly hit kill 
shot is a player 's bread and butter. When 

competitio n, prac tice with others , and 
individual practice . 

" I can 't stress enough the importance 
of practice, " he says. "The player should 
get out on the court and hit backhand 
kills and other shots over and over again, 
hour after hour. I got so I could hit kills in 
my sleep!" 

To surviv e against good competition, 
every racque tball player should be able 
to hit a proper forehand and backhand 
kill. And if you've got tournament 
competition in mind, you'd bette r make 
sure that even your backhand kill is 
better than " jus t adequa te." 

There are four varieties of kill shots in 
racquetball : straight, side wall-front 
wall, front wall-side wall , and off-the­
back wall. Any of these kill shots may be 
executed either with the forehand or 
backhand strokes. 

Straight Kill: The straight kill 
( dia gram 16) is an effective and com­
monly used kill shot. The player hits the 
ball straight into the front wall as low as 
possible. To hit the forehand straight kill, 
the player mus t strike the ball at calf 
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the opportunity presents itself, a good '" 
player moves in quickly with his 
forehand or backhand kill. 

Ohl \',•ll 

l Ron Rubenstein is one of the best 
backhand shooters in racquetball. Ron 
believes three factors helped him to 
develop an effective backha nd kill: 
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level or slightly lower, driving it into the 
lower right-hand corner of the front wall. 
The ball will travel almost perfectly 
parallel to the righ t side wall and come 
off the front wall low and along the side 
wall. 

It is very important to hit kill shots at 
calf, not knee, level or below . "I really 
get down there," claims Bill Schmidtke. 
" I bend my back and my knees, reach 
about a foot out from my body, and hit 
the ball slightly more than a racquet 's 
width above the floor . Sometim es I get so 
low tha t I actually scrape my hand on the 
floor." 

Bill is a player who is known for his on­
the-mark forehand kill shots . In fact, he 
won the International Singles Cham­
pion.ship in 1971 on the strength of his 
forehand shooting . " If I'm going to win," 
says Bill, " I need to kill with my 
forehand . In fact, I've geared my entire 
game to makin g my opponent make the 
mistake that will give me this shot. Then 
I quickly take advantage of his mistake." 
. The backhand straight kill is struck 
even lower than the forehand straight 
kill. The player uses the backhand stroke 
to hit the ball low, somewhere between 
his cal£ and ankle, just off the instep of 
the foot that is closest to the front wall, 
and about one foot away from his body. 
The ball should be hit directl y into the 
left-hand corner of the front wall . 

Tournament players use the straight 
kill in about 70 per cent of all kill shot 
attempts. Many players prefer the 
stra ight kill to other kill shots since the 
ball strikes only one surface , the front 
wall . 

Side Wall-Front Wall Kill: The second 
variety of kill shot is the side wall-front 
wall kill ( Diagram 17). The player hits 
the ball low, with the racquet face opened 
slightly so the ball strikes the side wall 
first. When the ball hits the side wall, the 
ball caroms off so that it moves toward 
the front wall instead of away from it. 
Hitting the front wall slows the ball down 
further and makes it die as it hits the 
front wall. 

" I use the side wall-front wall kill if my 
opponent is next to or behind me, " says 
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DIAGRAM 17 The side wa,l•lront wall l<tll 

Bill Schmidtke. " By the time he reacts to 
the shot hitting the side wall, it 's too late 
for him to retrieve the ball at the front 
wall." 

The side wall-front wall kill can be hit 
from anywhere on the court, but it is 
most effective when you are near either 
side wall and your opponent is near you . 
Remember lo hit the side wall first or the 
ball won't die after it hits the front wa ll. 

A lip for beginners : The side wall-fro nt 
wall kill is especially effective against 
players who do not watch the ball. If your 
opponent is not looking at you, use of the 
side wall in making kill attempts will be 
devasta ling . 

Front Wall-Side Wall Kill: The front 
wall-side wall kill ( Diagram 18) is the 
least commo n type of kill shot because it 
has the most pitfalls. It is hit with the 
basic forehand or backhand stroke to the 
opposite low corner of the front wall. If 
the shot is executed properly, t he ball 
then angles into the closest side wa ll and 
rebounds off the wall onto the flour. 

There are at least two pitfalls to the 
front wall-side wall kill shot . If , as the 
ball comes off the side wall, it angles 
wide, high, and out toward lhe cente r of 
the court, your opponent will have a 
perfect setup. Or, if the ball hits the floor 
near th e front wall-side wall crotch, it 
will bounce high and provide a possible 
setup. 

Remember that in the front wall-side 
wall shot, the ball's path is directed 
toward center court, exactly where you 
don't want the ball to go. 

" I attempt the front wall-side wall kill 
only if my opponent is out of position," 
says Schmidtke . "Otherwise the chan ces 
for a setup off a missed shot are just too 
great." 

Off-the Back Wall Kill : The off-the­
bac k wall kill ( Diagram 19) is used 
frequently and successf ully by many top-
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DIAGRAM 18 The lroni wall -side wall kill 

ranked racquetball players. The back 
wall is an added factor that helps give the 
player ample time to get set up for the 
shot. 

When you see that a shot is going to 
come off the ba ck wall, you should get 
into position in the hitting area and wait 
for the ball to drop low, but not so low 
that you can't get your racquet under it. 
Put your full power into your swing as 
you strike the ball into the lower rig ht 
front corner, as though you were makin g 
a straight kill shot. 

" I use the kill about 75 per cent of the 
time when I get. a backha nd shot off the 
back wall," says Rubens tein. " I try not 
to kill it if my opponent is in front court, 
however." 

Most players use the kind of kill shot 
they ca n hit the best. By practicing and 
~ 
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DIAGRAM 19 Tn e o fl-th e-b ack •wall kil l 

playing you 'II learn which type of kill 
shot works best in a given situation. 
When you can analyze a shot quickl y, 
take it, and kill it , you know you're 
playin g good ra cquetball. 

DROPSHOT 
The drop shot (Diag ram 20) is 

somewhat like the straight kill because 
the play er hits the ball to only one sur­
face , the front wall, and then waits for it 
to die . The drop shot is used to strike a 
ball that has hit near the crotch of the 
floor and the front wall and then has 
bounced up . The player stands in front 
court holdin g hi~ racquet low, with his 
wrist cocked back . As the ball bounces 
out , the play er moves up court quickly­
like a bas eball player catching a ball on 
the short hop . The play er connects with 
the ball by cocking his wrist forward and 
hitting the ball softly , out in front of his 
body. The ball should be ang led to the 
right or left front wall. If hit softly 
enough, the ball will " drop " into the front 
wall and hardl y rebound . 

If hit too hard , the offensive drop shot 
can be a dang erous shot, easi ly pick ed off 
by your opponent as it rebounds . Also, 
because the drop shot is a s low. softly hit 
ball, your opponent will have a bit more 
time to retrieve it if you haven 't angled it 
quite enough into the left or right s ide of 
the front wall. 

When hit corre ctly, however , the drop 
shot can really surprise your oppon ent. 
The slow speed of the shot will be an 
exce llent change of pace ball in a fast ­
hittin g game . To retrieve your drop shot , 
your opponent often must mak e an 
evergy-consuming sprint from deep to 
front court. Even if he gets to the ba ll 
before it bounces twice, his setup for the 
next return will be so rushed that it will 
be weak and ineffec tive . 

With the modern live ball, the drop shot 
requi res a very light touch. Pr actice your 
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DIAG RAM 21. The oo w n-1he-lln e pass 

"soft" shots often , and you 'll be ready 
with your drop when your opponent is 
daydreaming in back court. 

PASS SHOT 
The pass shot is executed by hitting the 

ball hard, past your opponent , for a point. 
It is probably the easiest of the offensive 
shots because it does not demand pin­
point accuracy. In a good pass shot your 
opponent can 't reach the ball in time and 
thus wastes his playing energy. A pass is 
a good shot to use when you see your 
opponent leaning or moving forward in 
anticipation of your kill shot. A hard pass 
shot will be far beyond your opponent 
before he knows what's happened. 

With practice , you 'll learn to overcome 
the tendency to hit the pass shot so hard 
that it comes off the back wall to provide 
a setup for your opponent. 

There are three types of pass shot : 
down-the -line, cross-court, and V. 

Down-the-Line Pass : Use the down­
the-line pass (Diagram 21) when you are 
standing in or near center court, with 
your opponent on your right or left. 
Keeping your body between the ball and 
your opponent , hit the ball in a line 
parallel to the side walls ( "down-the­
line") opposite your opponent. The ball 
should hit the front wall about waist or 
thigh level and rebound into the court 
without hitting the side wall. 

Sometimes, however, the ball will 
strike the side wall in deep back court on 
the rebound . While this is not an in­
correct down-the-line pass, it does open 
up the possibility that the ball will angle 
off to the back wall and provide a setup 
for your opponent. 

Cross-Court Pass: The cross-court 
pass ( Diagram 22) is a real shock shot, 
which is best used when your opponent is 
positioned far to one side of the court 
near one of the side walls. 
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The cross-court is stroked forehand or 
backhand from back court. The ball 
should hit the front wall at waist or thigh 
level near or at the midpoint of the wall. 
The ball will rebound cross-court, op­
posite your opponent , and into the back 
corner. Like the down-the-line pass, the 
cross-court pass must be hit with a light 
enough touch so that it doesn't come off 
the back wall. Learning how the ball 
reacts takes time, however , so don't get 
discouraged if your cross-court pass 
occasionally gives your opponent a setup. 
Keep trying, and one day you'll surprise 
both yourself and your opponent when 
you see that perfect cross-court pass 
drop in for a point. 

V Pass: The V pass ( Diagram 23) 
should be used only when you and your 
opponent are standing in front court at or 
near the center of the court. Hit the ball 
hard to the far left or far right of center 
on the fron t wall and at shoulder level. On 
the rebound, the properly hit V pass will 
strike the side wall shoulder-high near 
the short line and bound behind your 
opponent, who is standing in front court. 

The V pass is an especially good shot to 
use in doubles when both opponents are 
in front court. If you attempt a V pass in 
singles or doubles when the opposition is 
in back court , you'll be hitting the ball 
right to the receiver . 

Pass shots are most effective when 
struck firmly with a great deal of force. 
If you find yourself facing an opponent 
who continually "blasts" the ball, be 
patient and stay in back court. Hopefully, 
your opponent soon will tire his playing 
arm and slacke n off. 

In any case, don't try to match your 
opponent 's )1ard hits, e:;pecially if you 
aren 't naturally a power hitter. The 
player who concentrates on his speed and 
playing skills, not just sheer muscle 
power, will be most successful in 
defeating his opponent. 
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Canada Set 
Montreal and the Cote de Liesse 

Racquet Club have been confirmed for 
the Canadian National Championships 
November 7-10, 1974. Details and entry 
forms will be available soon. 

For information, write to Ivan Velan, 
Cote de Liesse Racquet Club, 8305 Cote de 
Liesse Rd., Montreal, Quebec, H4T 1G5. 

Montreal also is preparing a bid for the 
1976 IRA International Singles Cham ­
pionships, dur ing the Olympic Games . 

Three new racquetball courts are in the 
plans for the Montreal Squash Club to 
open in the fall of 1974. It will be the 
largest squash facility in North America , 
with 22 American and British courts, 
indoor track , sauna, whirlpool , dining 
facilities, etc., and will be located in 
downtown Montreal. 

Three-Wall 
The National Three-Wall Outdoor 

Racquetball Singles Tournament, 
scheduled June 28-30 at Orange Coast 
College in Costa Mesa, Calif., has 
received IRA sanction as an open 
tournament but will not be an In­
ternational Championship in 1974. 

Competition is scheduled in open, 
senior, masters, class B, class C, 
women's and women 's B divisions . Entry 
deadline is June 21 and entry fee is $10. 
For entry blanks and further in­
formation, write to Barry Wallace, 
Orange Coast College, 2701 Fairview 
Road, Costa Mesa, Calif. 92626, office 
telephone 714-556--5890, home telephone 
714-556-0515. 
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Se rot' s Sharp 
Sharp-shooting Steve Serot, presently 

regarded the nation's No. 2 player, won 
the championship of the St. Louis JCCA 
tournament with a 21-15, 21-10 victory 
over Ken Wong. The event drew 250 
entries in the various categories . 

Cris Ackerman, a young college 
student, came to the top of the women's 
division by beating Goldie Hogan, 21-2, 
21-10. 

Other winners were Dick Marshall in 
men's novice , 21-20, 21-19 over Bruce 
Samuels ; Marty Hogan in men 's B-1, 21-
12, 16-21, 21-13 over Scott Guberman; 
Steve Cohen in B-2, 21-12, 21-7 over Earl 
Kessler; Joe Zelson in masters , 21-14, 21-
12 over Arthur Albert; and Herman 
Beilch in golden masters, 31-17, over Sam 
Goldman, JCCA racquetball chai.rman. 

Nancy Shayer won women's B, 21-16, 
21-11, over Marsha Funk and Sandy 
Brown took women's novice, 21-9, 21-2, 
over Cheryl Berliner . 

Wong joined Southwest Region junior 
champion Jerry Zuckerman in Class A 
doubles and defeated Serot and Zelson, 
21-12, 21-15, for the championship. 

Rick Grosz and Jim Myers fefeated 
Samuels and Mark Raisher , 21-9, 6-21, 21-
6, and Chuck Eichler teamed with Paul 
Katcher to upset Bob Weinstein and 
Frank Miskit, 21-18, 11-21, 21-19. Zelson 
and Fred Kreis won masters doubles 
over Len Marks and Marlowe Phillips, 
21-5, 21-5, while Dick Silverstein and Jack 
Sofian took golden masters over Larry 
Ginsberg and Gus Goesalow. 

Nancy's Champ 
Nancy Fandel of St. Cloud won the 

singles championship and Ginny Tennent 
and Sue Swansberg repealed as doubles 
queens in the Brainerd, Minn., YMCA 
women's tournament. 

Lorraine Gaetz and Betsy Hayenga 
were second in doubles in the all-St. 
Cloud finals. 
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Ruby Rambles 
Ron Rubenstein won handily all the 

way in the Illinois state singles tour­
nament. The event at Aurora YMCA was 
the biggest and best in state history with 
130 entries in four divisions. 

Rubenstein downed John Hart, 21-8, 21-
6, in the finals after earlier victories over 
Bob Traul, 21-1, 21-4, and Don Webb, 21-8 
21-6. Webb defeated Fred Blaess, 21-6, 21-
20, for third place. 

Bob Troyer, last year 's runner-up, 
captured masters singles Bechard , 14-21, 
21-19, 21-5, with Phil Dziuk third . 

Shirley Lind won women's singles, 
defeating Davenport , 21-15, 21-4, in the 
semifinals and Suzanne Carow, 21-16, 21-
10, in the finals . Frances Deuster was 
third. 

Denny Kemble, a newcomer to Illinois 
racquetball, won Class B, which drew 
some 70 entries . Many of the B players 
polished their skills in this tournament 
and will be open division from now on. 

Thanks go to Tim Rush, Jim Stotz, Ben 
Eilert, Chuck Leve and many others for 
their fine tournament management. 
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Charlie Who? 
Charlie Brumfield swept through open 

singles , allowing an average of seven 
points per game, and teamed with Ron 
Starkman to win open doubles in the Mel 
Gorham Holiday Classic . 

The tournament drew 250 entries in 
nine events, but ran smoothly despite the 
tight schedule . 

Brumfield downed Craig McCoy, 21-6, 
21-3, in the semifinals and went on to trim 
Bill Dunn , 21-13, 21-6, for the title . Dunn 
reached the finals with a 21-8, 21-19 win 
over Dan Alder. 

Craig McCoy and Roger Souders ex­
tended the Brumfield-Starkman duo in 
the doubles finals , 21-6, 13-21, 21-10. 

Other champions were Allen Kent in 
Class B. Naylon and Cormier in B 
doubles, John Halverson in masters 
singles , Betty Johnson in women 's B and 
Barb Farkas in women 's novice. Ron 
Goldman outlasted a field of 64 in C 
singles. 

Reuschel Wins 
Seedings held up as top-ranked Jim 

Reuschel of Burlington defeated second­
seeded Paul Reinhardt of Shelburne , 20-
21, 21-17, 21-13, to capture the cham­
pionship of the first Vermont state 
singles tournament at the university ' s 
Patrick Gym in Burlington. 

Using a powerful ceiling game and 
backwall kills, Reuschel pulled out the 
marathon finals after advancing with 
victories over Ned McFarland, 21-5, 21-8, 
and John Krug er, 21-12, 21-15. 

Kruger , chairman of the two-day 
event , placed third by beating Santos 
Padilla, 21-14, 21-13. Padilla scored the 
major upset of the meet by toppling 
third-seeded Burt Moffatt of the Randolf 
Downtown AC. 

Verm ont cllamplon Jim Reuschel is congratulated by chairman John Kruger as 
runner -up Paul Reinhardt looks on. 
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John Cushing (left) finally "saulted" 
Paul Benson away in overtime. 

Saulty Affair 
John Cushing, a squash instructor and 

converted racquetball player from Sault, 
Ont., captured top honors in the first-ever 
Northern Ontario-Upper Peninsula Open . 

Cushing defeated Paul Benson, 21-10, in 
the champion5hip playoff after the two 
had divided a pair of best-of-three 
meetings . Benson won the first, 21-17, 21-
17, but Cushing came back against the 
Sault , Mich ., player , 14-21, 21-7, 21-14. 
Gary Brown of Menominee was third . 

The three-day, double elimination 
meet, with 20 entries , took place at 
Kincheloe AFB and the Family YMCA in 
Canadian Sault Ste . Marie . 

Hilecher Elected 
Dan Hilecher of St. Louis has been 

elected state chairman for Missouri. 
Leonard Marks will serve as vice 
chairman and Joe Zelson as secretary­
treasurer . 

Hilecher may be reached at 14553 
Pembury , St. Louis, Mo., telephone 314-
469-1989. 

Courts Royal 
Racquetball has come to the nation 's 

capital and its Virginia suburbs with the 
opening of the Courts Royal in Fairfax 
County, Va., the only club of its kind in 
the metro Washington area . 

Located just off the Capital Beltway, 
Courts Royal features four racquetball­
handball courts, two squash courts, a 
sauna, pro shop and exercise room and is 
completely air-conditioned. The 
Frampton courts have glass backwalls 
for spectator viewing . 

Additional clubs are planned in the 
greater Washington, D. C., area and a bid 
for the 1976 Internationals is being 
considered as part of the nation 's 
bicentennial celebration . 
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Alberta Open 
Wayne Bowers is beginning to have 

trouble beating his doubles partner, Bob 
Daku, but he did it again in the open 
singles finals of the Alberta Open. 

Bowes was extended to three games 
before taking an 18-21, 21-12, 21-5 
decision. Vic Hartfield of Edmonton won 
consolations over Larry Yopyk of 
Calgary, 21-20, 21-4. 

The Lethbridge duo of Bowes and Daku 
captured open doubles over Rob 
Dingman and Bob Bear of Edmonton, 13-
21, 21-9, 21-10. 

Other champions were Jody Fry in Jim White (right) and Bill Schultz Sr. 
women's singles, 17-21, 21-17, 21-12, over were 1-2 in Wisconsin Masters. 
Barb Aasen; Mike Szkorupa in B singles, 
21-5, 21-7, over Murray Paddon; and Al 
MacMillan in C singles, 21-18, 5-21, 21-10, All ·•n the Family 
over Mike Mooney. 

Metro League 
McClurg Court and Buehler YMCA 

finished first and second in Division A, 
while Duncan YMCA and Northwest 
YMCA were 1-2 in Division B in the 
Chicago Metropolitan Racquetball 
League . 

There were 12 teams in action th.is 
year , up from eight in 1973. The league 
comprised YMCA teams, a Jewish 
Community Center, a college team and 
one from a private club. Weekly duals 
consisted of three singles matches and 
one doubles. 

Won-lost records also were maintained 
for individuals. Top winners were Fred 
Blaess, Graham Moore and Roger 
Egg ert of Buehler , Jim DiVito of Duncan 
and Al Henke of Lake Forest College. Art 
Michaely's management was a key 
factor in league succe~ . 

MP!□NSHIPS 

Joe and Tom Wirkus had the Wisconsin 
state finals all to themselves, with Joe 
coming out on top, 21-14, 21-18, at the 
Milwaukee Handball Club. 

Joe defeated Bill Jukich, 21-10, 21-16, 
and Tom dispatched Dan Trost, 21-15, 21-
19 in the semifinals. Jukich won third 
pl~ce, 21-16, 21-16, and Mark Vetter took 
consolations. 

Mike Wherry won the senior title, 21-16, 
21-0, over Mike Macedon with Claude 
Manning third , and Jim White downed 
Bill Schultz Sr., 21-9, 21-9, in the masters 
finals with Diz Kroenberg third. 

The state doubles title went to Dan 
Trost and Mike Mullins over the Wirkus 
Duo, 21-18, 15-21, 21-8, with Jukich and Al 
Sterner third . 

Senior doubles were won by R. Kreuter 
and R. Stenlund over C. Manning and W. 
Plazak, 21-8, 21-17, with White and John 
Fazio taking masters doubles and Hap 
Hahn and W. Schaller golden masters. 
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Joe (left) and Tom Wirkus, 1-2 In Wisconsin, are flanked by Hal Raether, club 
manager, and Bob Keenan, tourney director. 
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It's Zeitman 
While Louisville-particularly the 

JCG-has long been a hotbed for 
racquetball locally and nationally, the 
sport is gaining rapidly in enthusiasm in 
other parts of Kentucky. The state 
association set a membership goal of 100 
and already has passed it by 25. 

The big event of the season was the 
state tournament, which drew 100 in­
dividual entries lo the Louisville AC. 
Mike Zeilman and Ken Porco wound up 
in the finals, with Zeilman the ultimate 
winner in three games . 

Fred Michaels and Alan Hyman upheld 
their top seed in open doubles by 
defeating Zeitman and Bruce Kranz in 
two games. 

One of the big upsets came in the 
masters division when Ike Gurner 
defeated his doubles partner and South 
Region champ Herman Abramovitz for 
the singles title, 21-11, 21-20. Bill Simon 
and Erv Goldstein upset Gurner and 
Abramovitz in doubles, 21-11, 3-21, 21-17. 

In women's singles , Kay Evans con­
tinued her domina lion by downing 
Teresa Darland, 21-19, 21-16. Darland and 
Suzanne Lane came back to win doubles 
over Evans and her sister, Marjorie 
Polites, in a close three-game finale. 

The largest entry was in B singles , 
where Hal Broderson defeated his 
doubles partner, Doug Gordon, in three 
games. The two teamed up to win doubles 
over Denny Robbins and Mack Parker. 

Several other tournaments have been 
held in Kentucky . 

The Eastern Kentucky Class B at 
Morehead State drew 50 participants 
with Evans Wright winning men ' s 
singles, Wright and Jim Daopoulos men's 
doubles, Ted Ray masters singles, Vicky 
Stambaugh women's singles and 
Stambaugh and runner-up Teresa 
Dar land women's doubles. 

Gary Davis, a junior from Berea 
College, won the state intercollegiate 
over Mark Nurenburg of Eastern Ken­
tucky in three games . 

The Central Kentucky tournament at 
UK drew more than 60 participants with 
Tom Shivel winning men's singles, Jim 
Daopoulos and Don Detjan men's 
doubles, Pentti Teraslina masters 
singles, Teras lina and Ray masters 
doubles, Kay Evans women's singles and 
Teresa Darland and Suzanne Lane 
women's doubles. 

Tom Shivel best Bill Emnett for the 
Ashland city title. 
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Kentucky champ Mike Zeilman is congratulated by runner-up Ken Porco, as they 
flank state c hairman Leigh Jones. 

Vermont Grows 
Racquetball is growing in Vermont 

despite a shortage of facilities, state 
chairman John Kruger reports. 
Burlington, the state's largest city with a 
population near 45,000, is the center of 
interest with seven usable courts at the 
University of Vermont. 

The total number of courts in the state 
is 14, three of which are virtually 
unusable. Racquetball classes and in­
tramurals at the university provide the 
most activity, with extreme pressure on 
the courts by students, faculty and staff . 

He's the Guy 
Guy Natale upset two-time defending 

champion Joe Jackman to win the New 
Castle, Pa ., championship, 21-16, 21-17. 
Leonard Perretti was third and Augie 
Smarelli fourth. 

Natale kept Jackman on defense and 
he was unable to unload his fast kill 
shots . 

... , 

Guy Natale 

Gar Repeats 
Charlie Garfinkel had to go three 

games to turn back Chuck Wurzer , 21-12, 
10-21, 21-15, in the hard-hi tti ng fina ls of 
the Western New York Class A cham­
pionship. Garfinkel's experience , forcing 
Wurzer with passing and three-wall 
shots, paid off in the third game with his 
sixth straight title. 

One of the highl ight m atches of the 
Buffalo tournament saw 59-year-old Jack 
Bowling, East Region golden masters 
champ, go 80 minutes and three long 
games before bowing to 22-year-old Joe 
Aguglia. The match drew a rousing 
ovation from the galle ry. Sunny Hill had 
13 years on Al Mahoney, but had trouble 
winning two games and reach ing the 
semifinals against Garfinkel. Hill placed 
third when Paul Smaldon e was unable to 
continue playing with the flu and 101-
degree fever. 

The Garfinkel-Wurzer match was 
broadcast on local television, a first for 
western New York. Tournament co­
chairmen Joe Dsida and Paul Brodnicki 
had va luab le help from John Greenauer 
at Northeast YMCA. 

The Jury's In 
Dick Jury of Lansing defeated Ray 

Bayer of Okemos, 21-4, 21-7, to win the 
open singles championship of the 
Michigan state paddleball tournament. 
Jury , seeded third, had ousted top­
ranked Dan McLaughlin of Troy , 21-10, 
21-14, in the semifinals . 

Bill Terry and Tom Connin of Lansing 
won open doubles, Al Hosner of 
Vicksburg masters singles and Erv 
Saultman and Lou Giampetroni of Flint 
masters doubles. 
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Pretty Foxy 
Site work is under way for construc tion 

of a two-story , 16,000 squa re foot 
racq uetball and handball facility , the 
Fox Hill Club, in Overland Park , Kan. 
The club will be owned by a group of loca l 
investors who have purchased a 49,000 
square foot tract at 1-435 and Roe Blvd. 

The cour t complex will be the first of 
its kind in greater Kansas City and will 
feature a sky lighted garden courtya rd 
with access to the eight courts . The club 
will offer locker and lounge facilities, 
exercise and conditioning equipment, 
saunas and pr o-shop areas . 

Summer Camps 
Detai led instruction in r acquetball and 

handball will be featured at the Storm 
Meadows Athletic Club's summer camp 
program in Steamboat Springs, Colo. 

Racq uet ba ll in str uction dur ing 
sessi ons Ju ly 7-13, July 14-20 and July 21-
17 will be provided by Char lie Brumfie ld, 
Steve Stran demo , Charlie Drake, Steve 
Kee ley , Bill Schmi dtke and Ron 
Rubenstein. 

For details, write to Storm Meadows 
Athlet ic Club, PO Box AAA, Steamboat 
Springs , Colo. 80477. 

TOURNAMENT MODEL 
Bandido Carbon 1050 . . . . . . . 

ALL AROUND ANO TOURNAMENT PLAY 
Bandido & Lit tle Bandido . 

MOST POPULAR MODELS 
Swinger N.S. Little Swinger . 
RBE ... . · · 

13188 
7 Ply Lami nate Nylon Strung 

13175 
IRA Approved Aluminum 

13126 
I RA Approved TLP Ext ruded Aluminum 

WHOLESALE PRICES ON REQUEST 

Architect's sketch of Kansas Clty't' new Fox Hill Club. 

Dynamite Duo 
Dynamite Mike Roma no and partner 

Bill Welch teamed to defeat a well 
represente d team of Tom Murphy and 
Dave Wolanski, 21-3, 21-15, to capture the 
Massachu set ts state doubles cham ­
pionship at Fitc hburg YMCA. 

It was the second year in a row for the 
champions . Leo Woodcome and Dave 
McNama ra took third place . Physi ca l 
director Irwin Spoones was commended 
for his organization of the tournament. 

25.00 

17.50 

13.75 
10.00 

20.00 

25.00 

Youngstown 
Racquetball is becoming increasingly 

popular at Youngstown State University 
in Ohio since the opening of the Beeghly 
Hea lth & PE Building two years ago . It 
houses four rac quetball courts and two 
squash courts, all booked continuously . 

A pyramid tournament was set up and 
total participants leveled off at about 27. 
The top six players are Gordy Longmuir, 
Lou Di Dina to, Duke Barret, Tony 
Whitney, Dick Bee and Ron Richards . 

in stock-RACQUETBALL RACQUETS by Leach 
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RACQUETBALL TROPH IES AT BETTER THAN WHOLESALE PRICES 

Wholes ale pr ices av ailab le to sporting goods stores, colleges, 
YMCA's, IRA Racquet Ball clubs only. All indiv iduals m ust pay 
retail prices . 

SEAMCO # 558 
IRA Approved Racquetballs 

RACQUET BALL GLOVES 
Right or Lei! Hand . . . . . . . . 

Seamco # 559 Green Official Racquetball 

WRITE FOR WHOLESALE PRICES PLEASE 

Sports Awards Co. 
4351 N. MILWAUKEE AVE., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60641 
Telephone: Area Code 3 12/ 282-8060 

12.00/DOZ. 

2.75/ PR. 
12.65/ 00Z. 
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Adrian Wins 
Phil Adrian of Wichita captured the 

Kansas state singles championship by 
beating Gary Steele of Wichita , 21-5, 21-
14, in the finals of the first state tour­
nament held at the Wichita Central 
YMCA. 

John Casson of Topeka took third place 
over Wayne Campbell of Wichita, 5-21, 
21-17, 21-18, while Glenn Ferguson of 
Wichita won consolations. 

John Paulin of Wichita won Class B 
over Ernie Ruelas of Hutchinson, 21-13, 
21-14, with Fred McMillen of Wichita 
third . Dean Lemmon of Topeka is 
masters champion with Jim Gist of 
Wichita second in round-robin com­
petition 

The tournam ent drew 37 entries. 
Tourney officials were Kent Taylor, 
Wayne Campbell , Gary Steele, Vic 
Schimming and Rich Holden, all of the 
Wichita Racquetball Club. 

By Joe Finn 
Downtown Detroit YMCA 

After 48 years of playing and teac hing 
handball , squash and racquetball I fir ­
mly believe that the following safety 
precautions will substantially improve 
the average club racquetballer's game 
and cut down on injuries. 

1. Get rid of that shillelagh-the 
wooden racquet. It is shorter, heavier , 
badly balanced and has mor e air 
resistance than aluminum or com­
position racquets . Som e aluminum 
racquets even have rubber bumper s. 

2. You only have two eyes, but it is a 
firm rule of any sport to keep your eye on 
the ball . It helps you to anticipate the 
next shot and prevents racquet blows 
from the rear. Don't wait till you get hit. 
Get an eye guard now or better still, 
sturdy frames with large ground plastic 
lense s. 

3. Face the sidewall whenever you can 
in returning the ball . It cuts down on 
dangerous follow-throughs and is much 
easier on your spine than hitting facing 
the front wall. 

4. The stop and go of r acquetball is 
hard on leg muscl es and pulled or torn 
tendons can be very painful and lay you 
up for weeks . I highly recomme nd 
running or swimming at least every 
other day. The gained stamina and the 
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Chuck Wurzer and The Gar 

ability to get your legs in position to 
make the shot are worth the effort . 

5. Kepp your elbow bent while making 
the shot. It shortens the swing , cocks the 
racquet for wrist action, an d helps 
prevent "te nnis elbow." 

6. Wear li ghtweight, light colored 
warm -up pants . A hard ball to the legs is 
painful and eventually will ca use you to 
flinch and prevent you from assuming 
your position. 

7. If perspiration or long hair is getting 
into your eyes, wear a head band . 

8. Warm up before ac tually playing. 
This can be a quarter-mile jog or sitting 
up exercises . 

9. Be sure the thong fits snugly around 
your wrist . A flying racquet is 
dangerous . 

10. As a club rule, I approve of a line 
drawn on the r ear wall, 6 fee t high and 
parallel to the floor. All balls st riking 
over this line on the fly are out. This 
prevents the rec eiver who doesn't look 
bac k from being hit with the r acquet. 

11. Don't hit the back wall first . It is 
not a good shot and you may hit an op­
ponent who certainly is not expect ing it. 

12. Be courteous . Give your opponent 
plenty of room to see and make the shot. 
If there is no r eferee and he asks for a 
hinder , give it to him and he may do the 
same for you. 

Same Old Story 
Buffalo, N. Y., city doubles champions 

for the fifth straight year are Charlie 
Garfinkel an d Chuck Wurzer. They 
defeated Ron Hill and Paul Smaldone, 21-
15, 21-2. 

A week later, Charlie and Chuck won 
the New York state doubles title for the 
fifth year by bea ting Joe Tarantino and 
Jo e Tyre e from Niagara Falls , 21-5, 21-19. 

Charlie is regarded a strong contender 
for the International Seniors Cham­
pionship this year and Chuck will j oin 
him next season . 

Two at Omaha 
The Downtown YMCA of Omaha 

sponsored city Class A and B cham­
pionships on succeeding weekends, 
giving B players the opportuni ty to enter 
both tournaments. 

Class A had 19 singles and eight 
doubles entries, with John Raducha 
defeating Dick Damin, 18-21, 21-17, 21-16, 
in a two-hour finale. Raducha downed 
Beckman and Hamlin trimmed Hansen 
in the semifinals, but Beckman and 
Hansen teamed up to win doubles over 
Morin and Wawryzniak. 

The Class B tourn ey a week la ter drew 
20 singles and eight doubles entries , with 
Reeves winning the singles crown over 
Morin , 21-15, 21-10, and teaming with 
Heagerty to capture doubles . 

Well Dunn 
Bill Dunn outlast ed Pete Lubisich in a 

three-game semifinal, then went on to 
win the Columbia River Open cham­
pionship at Portland, Ore. , with a 21-11, 
21-12 victory over Ed Gause. 

Dunn downed Lubisich, 21-9, 20-21, 21-9, 
in the semis, while Gause was oustin g 
Bob Lund, 21-19. 21-19. Lund placed third. 

Jennif er Hardin g was the women's 
champ with a 21-8, 21-6 win over Sue La 
Londe. 

BIii Dunn (right) and Ed Gause, with 
tourney director Sonja Sharp. 
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Guinter Tops 
Craig Guinter of Williamsport won the 

Penn sy lvania state singles championship 
at Penn State by defeating Tom Sweeney 
of the host school, 21-11, 21-12. It was the 
fir s t time in the state finals for both 
playe rs . 

Ageless Gene Grapes teamed with Dr . 
Al Schattner to win open doubl es over 
newco mer s Carmen F ellicetti and Ron 
Galbreath of Clarion, 21-15, 21-14. 

Patti Wallish and Chris Brown of 
Pittsburgh captured the round -robin 
women's doubl es competition and 
Wallish was first in the singles round­
robin ahead of Eileen Turiak of Pitt and 
Braun. 

Luk e St. Onge was unaninousl y elected 
IRA state chairman for Pennsylvania, 
succeedi ng Sam Caiazza. 

Other tourn ey trophies went to Bill 
Swan of Penn State in B singles, 21-19, 21-
17, over John Musewi cz of Scranton ; 
Tom Jon es of Scranton in A consolation 
and Don Thoma s of Scr anton in B con­
solation . Sixty players competed with the 
"mi ddl e ran ge" showing dramatic 
impr oveme nt. 

Fort Lauderdale 
The Fo r t Lauderdale YMCA has just 

complet ed its first racquetball tour ­
nam en t. Until two years ago th e mem ­
bership would allow only handball on the 
Y's four -wa ll cour ts and until now the 
only tournam ents were handball. 

Martin Leddy, who joined the YMCA 
abou t 18 months ago , has star ted to 
spear hea d rac quetball in the s ou th 
Florida area and is helpin g to shape the 
grow ing numb er of players into a stro ng 
and active club. 

The racq uetb a ll tourn ament ran over a 
peri od of three weeks with parti cipant s 
from Wes t Palm to Miami Beac h. Ken 
Hendricks beat Don Mclndoe, 11-21, 21-
12 21-14 in Class A singles, Tom Bart 
a;d Jim ' Lane defeated Bill Jon es and 
Hendri cks, 9-21, 21-9, 21-19 in open 
doubl es and Lar ry Kennedy down ed 
Gerry Greenside, 21-19, 21-15, in B 
singles. There were 17 entries in A, 15 in 
B and 19 in doubles . 

Kill, Kill! 
Californi an Bill Dunn of Chabot out ­

killed Trey Sayes of Logan, utah , 46-27, 
in the two-game fina ls and won the Idaho 
State Cham pion ship with a 21-13, 21-14 
vic tor y . 

Dunn tr a iled 13-8 in the fir st ga me, but 
took control with a run of seven. Sayes 
jumped to a 6-0 lea d in th e seco nd , only to 
have Dunn bounce bac k with two run s of 
four and gradua lly pull away. 
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I WANTED: i 
i Another 125-Year-Old I 
~ Doubles T earn! i ~ i 
~ From the Houston Chronicle ~ 
~ At the J ewish Community Center in Houston, Aaron Past ernak and Henry ~ 
~ Lesky are gea rin g th emselves for furious action on the racquetball court. ~~ 
,, " We've chall enged any two play ers in the country of comp arable total 
~ age, " says Pasternak. ~ 
~ His age and Lesky's add up to 125 yea rs. ~ 
~ Pasternak, a retail groce r , tells a remarkable story. Just three months ~ 
~ after he underwent open heart surgery he was back playing racquetball. ~ 
~ "I work from six to noon eve ry day and then play two to three hours in the ~ 
~ afternoon-a nd sometim es tennis a t night. What do doctors say? One said ~~ 
,, exe rcise was OK and ano th er one said take it easy." 
~ Pasternak is tall , lean, lithly muscled, tanned . He says he stays in con- ~ 
~ dition all the time , is usually in bed by 10, doesn't drink , smokes only ciga rs. ~ 
~ Lesky , a retired businessman, has long been pla ying competitive ga mes ~ 
~ such as racquetball , tennis and golf . ~ 
~ " I hav en 't had a sick day in my life," he says. " I think exerc ise is a ~ 
~ therapy no doctor ca n give you. It 's a mental relaxer. You can extend your ~ 
~ longevity 20 year s with syste mati c exer cise ." ~ 
~ Lesky, 68, is short, heavy-set, tann ed . Besid es excelling in ath letics , he's a ~ 
~ champ brid ge player and participates in bridg e tournam ents a ll over the ~ 
~ countr y . ~ 
Iii He and Pasternak have both been in r acquet ball tournaments, mast ers ~ 
~ division, in Houston, Dallas and Galveston. They are just two of many in ~ 
~ phy sica l fitness program s for older people at the JCC . One is Dr. Irving ~ 
,, Mandell , a 75-year-old dentis t. ~ 
~ Pasternak has passed on his skil l on the racquetball courts to his daughter, ~ 
~ Jan, a 19-yea r-old blonde who attends Arizona State . She is a two-time in- ~ 
~ ternation al women's champion , winning in 1971 and 1972 and placin g second ~ 
~ last year . ~ 
~ Now Pasternak and Lesky swing racquets in the walled -in area that is ~ 
~ similar to a handball court. The game is fast-paced and they sc ramble ~ 
~ around, with quick ba ckha nds and forehands. The ball thumps and cracks ~ 
~ agains t walls and floor . ~ 
~ Game over, they nimbly start a new one. It makes you tired just watching ~ 
~ them. lri; ~..,..___....,.._..,.._..,.. _ _,, ___ _,,_..,.._..,.._..,..___....,.._..,.._..,.. _ _,,_..,.._..,.._..,.._..,.. _ _,, ___ _,,_..., 

Peggy Doubles 
Int ernati on al wom en 's champion 

Peg gy Steding of Odessa, Tex~s, br us~ed 
aside the men and won the Mid-America 
Rac quet ba ll Class ic at Sa lina , Kan. 

Peggy reac hed the o~en. finals by 
defeating Gary Steele of Wichita , 21-9, 21-
11 then won the title with a 21-15, 21-17 
wi'n over Kent Taylor of Wichi ta. Way ne 
Campbe ll, bea ten by Tay lor in the semis, 
came back to take third place. 

Peggy a lso won the wom~n•s cham­
pionship with a 21-1, 21-2 victory over 
Lind a Sc hult e of Wichit a. Sh a ron 
Br undage of Garden City was third, 
defeatin g Dixie Wilson of To_pek~. 

The men did sa lvage trophies m Class 
B., where Vic Dyck of Topek _a turn ed 
back Dennis Clark of Garden City, 21-17, 
21-14 with Larry Swank of Hut chinson 
third' an d in masters, with Jim Gis t of 
Wich

1

ita winning over Don Dirks of 
Buh ler, 21-18, 21-1'1. 

Still the Earl 
The lar gest stale championship in 

Indi ana history drew 80 participants 
from 19 cities to the Indiana University 
campu s in Bloomin gton with Earl Dixon 
of Indi ana polis ta king top honors . 

Bloomington had eight of the fina l 16, 
but the titl e match was all- Indianapoli s 
as Dixon bea t Jim Kna uer in a n exci tin g 
thr ee-ga me s tru gg le, 21-19, 20-21, 21-15 to 
repeat as champ ion. 

The semi fina ls sa w DLxon defea t Brian 
Parrot t, a Jaw s tudent a t Indian a U, 21-
18, 21-14, whil e Knauer downed Tom 
Garner of Bloomin gton, 21-10, 21-15. 

Cam ille McCarthy of Indi ana polis 
defeat ed city rival Pat Foltz, 4-21, 21-\';), 
21-18, in a ha rd -fought, tw~hour ma tch 
for the women's c rown . Al McClure of 
Fo rt Wayne used a fa nta stic foreha nd kill 
to defeat J on Ohlheiser of Anderson in 
the senior finals, 21-7, 21-16. 
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By Joe Zelson 
Some months ago, after Aaron Fenster ( one of the top 

handball players in the St. Louis area ) was hit in the eye and 
ended up having to spend three days flat on his back with his 
eyes completely covered, several of us racquetball players 
were at the St. Louis JCCA, and Dr . Ben Milder (an 
ophthalmologist and racquetball player-perhaps we should 
say a racquetball player and ophthalmologist ) joined the 
conversation , suggesting that it was time to give serious 
though to the problems of eye injuries in racquetball . 

individual is losing his sight, and he was telling me what his 
life is currently like as a result of his sight deterioration. It 
was not a very happy conversation . 

Anyway, Ben Milder 's suggestion happened to hit at the 
right time , and so he and I decided that we would embark on 
an investiga tion, to see if we could come up with some good 
eye protection for racquetball players. We wrote Myron 
Roderick , IRA Executive Director, telling him our ideas , and 
Myron encouraged us to proceed , offering the full support of 
IRA . 

His suggestion just happened to come at a particularly 
appropriate and receptive moment since I'Ve been hit in the 
eye twice-neither case resulted in a serious injury, but I've 
been involved-and it just happened at the time that I had 
just recently had a conversation with an individual covered 
m1der a Health & Welfare Plan that I'm involved with . This 

We've been investigating various forms of eye protection, 
and have come up with some alternatives which we feel it's 
time to present to the members . Before we get into the 
spe<;:ifics of our recommendations, we wish to make several 
important points : 

First, we found no eye protection method which did not 

\ . · .. ' 
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Some Trophy! 
Ashland Chemical of Columbus , Ohio, 

and the Ashland Oil Corporate team 
playing out of Ashland, Ky., are con­
tinuing their series for the Broken 
Racquet Trophy, which is just what it 
srunds like. 

In the most recent encounter, Ashland 
Corporate posted a 53-36 victory to even 
the series . Playing for the Corporate 
team were Jerry Boyles, Don Detjen, Bill 
Emnett, Art Emmons , Chuck Simpson 
and Bill Workman. The Chemical team 
included Dan Lewis, John Loyd, Doug 
Martin, Charlie Webb, Rob West and Ed 
Von Doersten. 

New at Mobile 
Over a thousand visitors were on hand 

when Downtown YMCA of Mobile, Ala., 
held a grand opening of two new 
racquetball-handball courts, each with a 
large gallery and glass backwall. 

Pete Tyson of the University of Texas 
conducted a handball clinic, Macy 
McKay and Lucy Stafford played a 
racquetball exhibition and Tyson beat 
Green Bay Packers quarterback Scott 
Hunter in a hands vs. racquet exhibition . 

lt•s an Art 
Art St. Martin captured the Class A 

singles championship for the second 
straight year at the Towson YMCA 
closed tournament , defeating John 
Marek, 21-4, 14-21, 21-10, in the finals. St . 
Martin also won the handicap tour­
nament 9ver Dr. Ben Lipira 1 21-10, 21-12. 

Dr . Kurt Von Maur won Ciass B, 21-19, 
19-21, 21-6 over Pat Rutledge, while 
Marek and Jerry Tucker prevailed in 
doubles , 21-2, 21-4, over Ed Stauffer and 
Ernie Becker . 

Latin Music 
Although originally from Uruguay, it 

was agreed Cesar Farell of University of 
Iowa has lived in the state long enough to 
qualify for Iowa tournaments. Cesar 
responded by winning the state seniors in 
Keokuk without losing a single game. 
Jerry Lucas of Keokuk was second , 
Burdette Hansen third and Floyd 
Gallogly fourth . 

The state YMCA singles title in Mar­
shalltown went to 22-year-old Steve 
Chase, with Bernie Nielson of Mar­
shalltown the runner-up in the field of 24 
players . Helmut Braun of Waterloo was 
third and Monte McCunniff fourth. In one 
of the best matches, McCuniff defeated 
Farell in 21/2 hours . The first game lasted 
45 minutes with each player serving 
match point seven or eight times. 

Dick Bishop and Bill Logan of Keokuk 
successfully defend ed their state doubles 
championship at Davenport , Bishop thus 
becoming the only two-time tournament 
winner this year . Neilson and Braun 
teamed up to finish second with Sheldon 
and Tonkin third . 

r-------:----~--------------7 Hello Irving 
' Canadian Director Chosen , ' f I Senter Recreation Center in Irving, 
I John M. Chambers of West Vancouver, B. C., has been selected by the f Texas , was the scene of the IPAR Open 
f Canadian Racquetball Association as its member of the IRA Board of Directors . tournament with 48 contenders. Andy 
11 Chambers will serve the remaining two years of the term of Robert A. f McQuistion defeated Steve Guerry, 21-8, 

- • Challenger, who has resigned because of the press of business obligations . f 2 5 · th f J f th d bl f Chambers will take office at the annual Board of Directors meeting June 4 in l- ' m e mas O e ou e f San Diego. 1 el~nat!on event with Bill Connoley 
Chambers' address is 4050 Ripple Place, West Vancouver, B. c .. telephone f thrrd . Billy Cansler won Class B o~er I 604 -926 -2355 . f Quanah Parker, 21-16, 16-21, 21-20, with 

l~----------------------------' Lewis Patrick third. 
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have some disadvantages. In other words, there's no 
method of protecting your eyes which doesn't cause a certain 
amount of inconve nience , or discomfort, or loss of peripheral 
vision , or distortion, or some other inconvenience. That 's 
disappointing , but we've concluded that that's the way it is­
so each person will have to decide on his own personal odds 
and personal assumption of risk that he wants to live with. 

Secondly, there 's no way to avoid the risk of being hit in the 
eye with the ba ll. Whether you look back or not, whether you 
turn away as the ball is hit, whether you 've got great reflexes 
or only average, it doesn't matter-we've concluded tha t 
there 's no way to avoid the possibility of being hit in the eye. 
We can't quote all the specific cases, but I !mow enough 
(myself , Bill Sellars , Kenny Wong, Aaron Fenst er , and, last 
weekend, Ivan Bruner , to name a few) . 

Our objectives in the investigations were as follows: 
(1) Safety: 
Whateve r method we come up with as the re comme nded 

method , it of course has to be the safest possib le. That means 
that the eye protection piece must be designed in a way that, 
if hit by the ball , it doesn 't result in eye injury; and if the 
product is glass or plastic, it must provide the prot ect ion and, 
in addition, pass the safety sta ndar ds of the problems of 
shattering, etc. 

(2) Comfort : 
For the eye protection product to be successfu l, it must be 

reas onab ly comfortable for the players to wear . 
(3) Minimum Obstruction of Vision: 
We have two categor ies of situations in this area-those 

who normally wear glasses, and those who don't. For a 
player who wears glasses, there's a simp le solut ion­
purchas e a pair of nylon-r einforced safety frames with un­
breakabl e lenses of your presc ription . For players who don't 
wear glasses, the wearing of these athletic glasses isn 't the 
most desirable method, we 've concluded. 

This minimum obstruction of vis ion requ irement is an 
important one . If it provides much loss of periphera l vision, 
the better players won't wear it ( it hurts their ga mes too 
much ). And if the better play ers aren't wearing it, the 
mediocre and aspi ring players , who will imita te the better 
players, also wouldn't wear it, etc . 

( 4) Cost : 
Ow· cost object ive was to be as low as possible, of course; 

but we felt that the product meet ing our other object ives was 
more importa nt, up to a point, of course. 

So . .. we got vario us types, tested them by wearing them 
when we play, evaluated whether they provide adeq uate 
protection, had them destroyed to see their destruct ion 
char acteristics. 

We considere d (and rejected ) the gray, handball-type 
double stee l piece, since you lose too much upward and 
downward peripheral vision, and no good player that we've 
ever gotten to try it is willing to continue to wear it. We tried 
a numb er of industr ial safety glasses . 

Inter esti ngly enough, one of the pairs of safety glasses that 
we were most impressed with had a side prob lem-it gave 
fine eye prot ec tion and peripheral vision, and its cost is low­
but if you get hit hard on the lens, the plast ic is such that it 
cuts your nose and forehead. 

Of cour se I'd rather have a cut nose and-or forehead than 
eye proble~s, but it made us feel we needed some kind of 
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rubber nose-piece or something. 
We think we found two types of protective eyewear which 

come closest to meeting our requirements. They're not 
perfect, but they 're the best we found in mee ting the greatest 
number of our objectives. 

Both are polycarbo nate tr ansparent one-piece glasses-­
one's a wraparound called a " Lunaire. " We've tested the 
Lunaire and it's almost unbreakable-we think the protec­
tion afforded by it if you're hit with the ball is excellent . If 
you're hit by a racquet, it's possible that the bridge of your 
nose or your forehead could be cut (not severely ), but you' re 
a lot better off with a cut forehead than an eye injury . 

The fram e could conceivably break at the bridge, but to do 
so, we had to hit with all our might repeatedly with the side 
frame of a racquet. 

The other type is called a " Brow Rest Goggle," consisting 
of a one-piece contoured polycarbonate lens which snaps into 
the frame ( we could't break this one at all ). 

Accordingly , both the Brow Rest and the Lunaire will be 
made availabl e through IRA headquarters to your club-we 
anticipate the selling price to each one will be betwee n $2 and 
$3. 

If you wear glasses, we suggest you have a set of athletic 
frames ( they're a specia l reinforced nylon with unbreak able 
lenses ). From what we've been able to tell, they should cost 
you between $20 and $40, depending on vour prescription. etc . 

One further thing we'd suggest, regardless whether you 
use the Brow Rest, the Lunaire, regular athletic glass es or 
anythin g else, that you wear a strap behind your head. It 
appears to improve safety and sec ur ity if you're ever hit with 
the ball ( or racquet ), besides keeping the· glasses from 
falling off in pla y. 

An interesting sideline-we sent samples of the Lunaire to 
a number of members of the IRA Board of Directors for them 
to test, and we asked for their reactions. Their re actions 
ranged from " very good-th e best yet" to " lousy". We've 
gotten a favorab le reaction from the people in St. Louis who 
have tried both, so we're making them available at the St. 
Louis JCCA. We think that that's the second stage in our 
program -t o get some feedback from players on what their 
response and reaction is. 

In the meantime, though-fo r your own safety and self­
inte rest-we suggest you give thought to wearing some kind 
of eye prote ct ion. We have no doubt that you'll find it 
somewhat of an inconvenience, but the alternatives are a lot 
worse! 

r------------------~ 
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Letters . • • 

Pay Attention ! 

Dear Editor: 
You and the staff have done an outstanding job since 

RACQUETBALL, Official Voice of the International 
Racquetball Association, became an independent reality in 
November, 1972. 

Frequently, items and stories of sports medicine interest 
have appeared in your printed columns. However, one of the 
most outstanding articles to date is "Protect Your Eyes­
They 're the Only Ones You've Got" by ophthalmologist­
racqu etballer Dr . Benjamin Milder (Ja nuary 1974). 

His re commendation to convene a repres entativ e group to 
establish nati onal standards should be taken most seriously 
by the IRA , board of directors, officers and general mem­
bership. Evidently the state of Iowa membership is 
legitimately concerned about this problem as mentioned in 
the same issue W1der Our States in Action . 

How does one compare the victory or the loss of the game 
with the potential of life-long, partial or total permanent 
visua l impairm ent ( imcomplete or com plete loss of 
eyesight) ? 

As an enthusiastic but cautious play er, who has been in­
timat ely involved in the mana gement of on-court injuri es, I 
only hope that you will continue to stress the importan ce of 
prev entive care and proper heal th sa feguards al all levels of 
play. 

Micha el Mittelmann, M.D . 

Promote Fitness 
Dear Editor: 

I would like to express my thanks to severa l people for the 
best tournament I have been to (which is not man y). IL was 
lhe Montrea l Invitational. Thanks to Ivan Velan and John 
Spencer for the well organized and executed eve nt. I am sure 
all those who were there would agree. 

I also wish to let everyone know that lhe pictures of the 
tournament and the came ra were stolen from my car. I just 
can't say how disappointed I was. Thanks to all the people 
who spoke on the tape, I got a good write-up in the 
newspaper. It promo tes physic al fitne ss throu gh racqu etball . 
I believe that more about physic al fitness should be stressed 
when discussing racquetball. 

J.C . Lepitre 
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For Idle Hours 
Dea r Editor: 

For those of you who are not doing too well on the court, 
Davey Bledsoe and I have originated a new game to be 
played with the racquetball and best without the racquet. 

While you're cooling off at your favorite tavern , after a 
couple of hours on the court, you get a glass, preferably wilh 
a lip just a little larger than the circumference of a 
ra cquetball . You just happen to have a ra cquetball with you 
and believe il or not, you can play with a broken ball , which 
doesn't seem to be too hard to find. 

The object is to bounce the ball into the glass . Long 
boW1ces, short bounces, high boW1ces or low bounces, all ar e 
acceptable. Davey and I felt we had mastered the bounce 
W1til Steve Smith came up from Memphis and had a few 
lucky games. 

You can score anyway you like, and as the evening wears 
on you can try two bounces instead of the one . 

If this gets boring and you have your racquet with you, you 
can go outside and play against the building across the 
street - but watch out for the automobile s. This is much 
better afte r 1 a .m . as there is less traffic al th is tim e. 

Ray V. DePue 

Paddleball, Anyone? 
Dear Editor : 

I have been som ewhat disappointed that there has been no 
ment ion of any kind regar ding padd leball in your magazine. 
Although I and many others do not play racquetball as 
frequently as paddleball ( although it was comin g to that until 
the re cent influx of paddleballs ), we enjoy both sports. I think 
it is a shame tha t both sports aren't coordinated to some 
degr ee in the magazine. 

In some areas such as Michigan, paddleball has prevailed 
over racqu etball but that does not mea n racquetball is not 
being pla yed. I'm sure, too, there are paddleball player s who 
are potential subscribers if a sec tion of the magazine were 
devoted to padd leball. 

Paddleball is not dead or dying. I play both sports for the 
joy and physical ir1voivement of each . Many others do 
likewise. 

Paul Petro 

Editor's Note: 
The Interna tional Racq uetball Association is devoted 

entir ely to the promotion and deve lopment of racquetball and 
RACQUETBALL Magazine is the official publica tion of the 
IRA. If, however, IRA m embers feel a portion of the 
magazine should be used for public atio n of paddleba ll 
tournament results and r ela ted news, it can be done. Your 
comments will be welcome . 

Contrast, Not Color 
Dear Editor: 

Quite obviously, there are many factors and variables 
which contribut e to determin ation of which is lhe "bes t" 
racquetball on the market today. Since the governing bodies 
of the separa te assoc iations provide the manufacturers with 
certai n production stan dard s, the m anufac tur ers introd uce 
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Letters ••. 
variables of their own, i.e., durability, liveliness and color to 
promote competition and increase sales. 

We know that durability and liveliness are two of the most 
important determinants of any racquetball's court per­
formance. Color, too, may affect the way we perceive the size 
and motion of the ball in flight, although to what extent 
remains to be ascertained. 

The sensation of color is a complex process and varies 
significantly with the individual. In a letter published in the 
last issue of RACQUETBALL Magazine, an attempt was 
made to evaluate the green vs. the black ball using one 
aspect of color sensation, that of the size of the peripheral 
visual field. The irrelevant point was made that the visual 
field ( the total area in which a specific object can be seen 
while the eyes are looking in a given direction) is smaller for 
green objects than for any other colors. The conclusion 
drawn from this phenomenon was that the black ball could be 
seen more easily in the periphery than could the green ball. 

In fact , the measurements which determine the size of the 
visual field are taken with a colored object moving on a black 
background. If the colored object is presented against a 
lighted or white background, as in a racquetball court, the 
visual field size is no longer affected significantly by color . 

The importa nt variable now becomes contrast, or the 
difference between the brightness of the background (wall) 
and the brightness of the moving object (racquetball) . The 
greater the contrast, the greater the size of the peripheral 
field. The highest contract observable is obtained with a 
BLACK object on a white background . 

On the basis of this information, and assuming all other 
variables equal, the black ball provides ( 1) greater visibility 
and ( 2) the largest peripheral field of view. No colored ball 
can provide more of either of these two characte r istics, 
under the conditions present in a playing situation. 

With the astounding continued growth of our sport, we can 
expect to see a proportio nal increase in the number of 
companies producing racquetball equipment. We will see 
changes and refinements made in the ball affecting surface 
texture, regularity and consistency of shape and a host of 
other variables. It is admirable that we choose to purchase 
and defend as "best" the ball endorsed by our own 
organization. But carelessly constructed evaluations based 
on purported expertise, if false or misleading, can do more 
harm than good in the hands of competitors. 

Thanks for taking the time to read this offering, and best 
wishes for the explosive continued growth of racquetball and 
RACQUETBALL Magazine . 

Richard C. Stevens, O.D. 

Pump Some Life Into Your Game 

with the New 

BOUNCER .. 
Or igina lly designed for tennis, it's great for 
RACQUETBALL, tool 

Keeps your racquetballs factory fresh and 
preserves new ball bounce with press urized 
canister . 

Ju st put 3 or 4 racq uetba ll s in the Bo uncer, 
twist on top and pump up pressure . That's it. 

Try it, you'l l like it .. . and it w ill he lp yo ur 
racq uetbal l game. 

Ask about 
c lub discount s $5 .95 

Order from : 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUE T BA LL ASSOC IA TION 
P.O. Box 1016 Stillwater, Okla. 74074 
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RACQUETBALL 
COMPLETE LINE OF RACQUETS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

OFFICIAL I.Fl.A. EQUIPMENT 

GENERAL SPORTCRAFT CO ., LTD . BERGENFIELD, N.J . 07621 

RACQUETBALL 



ORDER BLANK 

Please rush, postage paid . the fo l lowing racquetball supplies : ~-----r- ---. 
___ Official Rules of Racquetball @ 50¢ each . . . 

_ _ _ IRA Scorecards@ 2¢ each 

__ _ Tournament Brackets @ 25¢ each 

__ _ Inside Racquetbal l (paperback) @ $4.45 

_ __ Ins ide Racquetball (hard-cover) @ $6.45 

___ Bouncer Pressurized Racquetball Cans @ $5.95 . 

I enclose my check or money order . 

PLEA SE PRINT: Name 

Address 

Ci ty .... 

Total 

. State . Zip 



To order INSIDE RACQUETBALL 

plus tournament supplies and rule books 

MAIL THIS CARD TODAY 

with your check or money order 

To: International Racquetball Association 

PO Box 1016 

Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074 



RACQUETBALL .. a great game that deserves 

nothing short of COURT PERFECTION! 

• Shown opposite is a mag11i­
fi.ed sec t ional view of pauel 
showing nmlti-lay ere d fabrica­
tion. Wall panel th ickness is 
1-3/ 16" - Doors and ceiling 
7/ 16" . Pan el dimen sions (lre 
4' x4' (11td 4'x 8' . 

L ong befor e R acq uet ba ll gai n ed popularity, 
D . B. Frampton & Comp any s tar ted its pro gra m of 
Researc h and d eve lopment in Recreational Court Con­
struction . Du1·ing th e fo llowi ng yea rs and a fte r many 
field tests, the FRAMPTON "62-P" PANEL COURT 
look its in itia l bow . Beca use of th e enthusiastic a c-cep t­
ance a nd nationa l approva l of thi s product, we firmly 
believe it to be th e finest ava ilable a nywh e1·c in th e 
industry. 

Individu a ls in ou r R ec re a tion Division. w01·king 
clos e ly with th e Research Divi sion of U . S. Gypsum 
Company , d e v e lop e d th e spec ificati o ns for the 

• • 

FRAMPTON "62-P" Panel ­
designed for use in Hand­
ba 11, Squash, Racqu e tball 

and P addleball . These panels ... 
incorpo ra te dimensional stability, 
pr ecision, resi sta nce to warping , 
abrasion and s taining. 

To assure definite alignment 
for a ll panels , we have developed 

th e plastic spine that is impervious to moisture condi­
tions .. . an othc1 · plus fea ture in co nst ruction which we 
have adopte d as s tandard p1·acticc. Wh eth e r court con­
st ruction is plann ed Dir ect to Ma sonr y , Furred or Free 
St anding , no other cou1·t insta llation offers the practica­
bil ity and many adv ant ages incorporated in our "62-P" 
d esig n a nd mat e l'ial. 

We ofTe1· clients and arc hit ec ts a full range of light­
ing, air movement, humidity and temp erature control 
data up on req uest. 

* 
• 011r i11sert is no w appe(lri11g it, Swe et's 1974 Cata­
log . If yoi i wis l• more co mplete i1tfonnation 011 th e 
'·62-P"' Pan el Co1trt, sc ud for our individual brochure 
w ith mor e fact s and fig11res . 

33 SOUTH JAMES ROAD • COLUMBUS, OHIO 43213 • PHONE 614-239-9944 



~ -"').-·i· 
~., ... _.,__ --~-'y·· 

I • ' :-j , . . 't 

---, ...._-
I 

\ ~ 

Take one along when you go courting. 
Whatever Sea mo Racquet­
ball Racquet you pick, it ' ll 
be the finest in its class. 

If you like the new and 
unique, there's the new and 
unique Seamco Aluminum 
Racquet with super-size 
sweet spot , exclusive 
string support system, and 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
P O Box 1016 Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074 

one-piece extruded frame . 
If you're more inclined 

towards the traditional, 
there's the VIP. The top 
wooden racquet in our line , 
it features a rugged 8-ply 
laminated frame, imported 
black perforated leather 
gr ip, and nylon wrist thong. 

See all the Seamco 
Racquetball Racquets , plus 
the Seamco Official IRA 

Racquetball at your favorite 
sporting goods store or 
department. Seamco Sport­
ing Goods, New Haven, 
Connecticut 06503. 

SE'iill1co~ 
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