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Fro,n the editor ... 

Can You Think Of A 

Better Place To Play? 

By Chuck Leve 

This is a special issue of 
National Racquetball magazine . It 
is not only your regular issue, it is 
also a souven ir program for the Na­
ti on al Championships in Las 
Vegas . This , the souvenir tourna­
ment issue , carries important in­
structional mater ial, exciting tour ­
nament results and the latest in 
racquetball activities . We know 
you will enjoy it. 

One article I wish you wou ld pay 
extra attention to is "Is This 
Racquetball? " beginning on page 

In it are four proposed rule 
changes that many people believe 
would be in the best interests of 
racquetball. The editors of 
National Racquetball would like 
your comments on these propos­
als, and they are just that, one 
man 's opinion. But if the op inion is 
shared by the majority these could 
become rules . 

I urge you to clip out the answer 
form on page and send it to 
Letters-to-the-Editor, Na ti on al 
Racquetball , 4101 Dempster St ., 
Skokie, Illinois 60076. We want to 
know how you feel on these sub­
jects , and we're sure all the mem­
bers of the U.S .R.A. would like to 
know, too . Feel free to be as elabo­
rate as you wish . 

If you are reading this here in Las 
Vegas. may I take this opportunity 
to welcome you to the biggest and 
best racquetball tournament ever 
staged . The atmosphere here is 
electric with excitement as over 
500 racquetball participants from 
all corners of the country, have 
converged on this desert city to 
do battle in 12 brackets of play . 

Who will be the man to take 
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home the largest first place pr ize in 
racquetball 's h istory? Who wil l be 
the woman to do the same in the 
Ladies Pro division? Can anybody 
tell? The pred icti ons by th is writer 
can be found in " The odds Are ... " 
beginning on page 

All of us at the U.S.R.A . and 
N.R.C . are tremendously im­
pressed and thankful for the sup­
perb promotional aid bestowed 
upon us by the Seamco Sporting 
Goods Company . As you all know 
by now, Seamco has donated 
$25,000 in prize money this season 
for the Pro Tour , the culmination 
being right here in Las Vegas . 

Such an unselfish and heroic 
gesture by Don Strong , Execut ive 
Vice President of Seamco and his 
firm has breathed refreshing life 
into this great sport of ours . It 
proves that Seamco never stops 
working in the best interests of 
racq uetball. And their newest in­
novation , the new Seamco 747 
racquetball will be met by your ap­
proval , we 're sure . 

This new ball , packed in pres­
surized two-ball cans , is now the 
official ball of the U.S.R.A . Its jet­
black color and striking packaging 
make it the first choice of your eye , 
and the ball is even better . Try the 
Seamco 747, and remember , those 
royalties derived from the sales of 
both the 747 and 559 by Seam co go 
to the U.S.R.A . and N.R.C . for 
further promotion of racquetball. 

For all their great efforts, we 
thank Seamco. 

These National Championships 
have been hard work for all of 
those involved, organizers. pro ­
moters , manufacturers and play­
ers. It is the culmination of the most 
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successful effort in any sp ort s sec­
ond year of professional play . To 
thank all the people who have 
made it possibl e would be imprac­
t ical for the name s would f ill every 
page of this book . 

But I personally would · like to 
commend two ind iv iduals who 
have don e service to racquetball so 
far above and beyond what one 
would dub the cal l of duty , that tha t 
trite phrase doe s not do them j us­
tice . 

I speak first of my colleague 
whose article adorns the page after 
next , th e National Commissioner 
and Busin ess Manager of our or­
ganizations , Joe Ard ito . 

Here is a man whose lif e has 
been all handball until two years 
ago , when he uns elfis hly came 
aboard our racquetball program . 
He has taken many a great burden 
off of my shoulders , removed pres ­
sur es both real and imagined , and 
has fallen in lov e with racquetbal l. 

He is a stern , yet fair j udge . He 
has taken many a player und er his 
wing , especially th e youngster s 
and shown them genuine care and 
understand in g . It is not an easy 
task for kids to buck the great pres­
sures of big time racquetball , yet 
over half of the nation 's top players 
are 26-years-old or younger . Jo e 
has been like a fath er to many of 
them , myself included . 

The other person whom I would 
like to cite needs no introduction . 
He is Bob Kendl er. 

The be a ut iful thin g about Mr. 
Kendler is that he doesn ' t need 
racquetball, he just wants to help 
the sport . I feel racquetball needs 

To Page 35 
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What Can We Do 

For An Encore? 

By Joe Ardito 

Without question this has been 
the greatest season ever in the his­
tory of racquetball . And there is no 
doubt that it has been a tremen­
dously successful year for the Na­
tional Racquetball Club and the 
U.S. Racquetball Association . A 
short re-cap of the year will show 
the great momentum that has been 
generated as we congregate here 
in Las Vegas for the grand finale , 
the Nat ional Championships . 

We kicked off the 1974 portion of 
the '74-75 tour with the Oceanside 
Pro-Am in September out in 
California. At that time we had the 
following hurdles to overcome, -1) 
a rival association had signed a 
number of top players and prohib ­
ited them from playing in our pro 
tournaments, - 2) that same or ­
ganization told its members that if 
they did compete in our tourna­
ments for money they would be 
barred from their own association 
tournaments , - 3) We had no out­
side sponsor to donate the prize 
money , - 4) we had as our offic ial 
racquetball one that was inconsis­
tent and not as durable as we knew 
the players wanted . 

Yet we were determined to go 
forward , and not let these tempo­
rary roadblocks stop us . The 
Oceanside event was a good one, 
although we had hoped that it 
would be bigger. But players like 
Serot , Keeley, Zeitman , Alder and 
Rubenstein ignored the threat of 
banishment from other groups and 
played and played well . Don't let 
anyone kid you, - it was a good 
tournament and we were happy 
with it. 

October of 1974 arrived and the 
tour moved to Vancouver in British 
Columbia . The same top players, 
minus Rubenstein, made the trip , 
but little progress was made to lure 
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some of the game's other top 
players to our events . Yet the Van­
couverites were hosp itable as 
could be, and everyone who went 
had a great time . Keeley, who had 
won the Oceanside event, lost in 
the finals at the M.A.R .C. in Van­
couver, to Serot, whom he beat a 
month earlier . 

One real bright spot of the Van­
couver event was the improvement 
of the Seamco 559 racquetball . 
There was little , if any break age at 
this tournament and the balls were 
lively. The good ball was getting 
near . 

Shortly after the Vancouver 
tournament legal action was in ­
itiated by a third party in an effort to 
test the legality of the barring of 
players from N.R .C. tournaments. 
Before such legal action could 
reach the courts , the ban was re­
scinded and all players except 
those under contract w ith another 
association were allowed to play 
wherever they wished. 

This policy, of allowing anybody 
to play in N.R.C. tournaments, no 
matter who they were, who they 
were signed with, pro or amateur , 
man or woman or junior, is the 
principle on which the N .R.C. knew 
it would succeed . 

" It is not a matter of who wins 
our prize money," said our presi­
dent Bob Kendler , "but the fact 
that any player in the world may 
have a free and uninhibited 
chance to compete for that 
money." 

With the ban lifted from all but 
the contract few November came 
around and it was a turning point 
for the season. Everybody except 
those few contract players showed 
up, - Serot , Keeley , Rubenstein , 
Zeitman , Alder , Wong, Strom, Staf­
ford , Hogan , Bledsoe, and im-
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proved Richard Wagner and many , 
many others . A superb turnout in 
amateur brackets helped boost the 
intere st as well . 

And for the first time in the his ­
tory of racquetball , p ri ze money 
was awarded to women , in the 
women 's pro-am bracket of p lay . It 
wasn 't much , $500.00 total purse , 
but it was a start and those gals 
who competed and won, certain ly 
appreciated it. 

"Sure, I 'd love a shot at $1,300 
first place like Serot won here, " 
said Kathy Williams who took home 
the $250 .00 first prize , "but it 'll 
come. In the meantime , I think the 
N.R .C. and Mr . Kendler are 
headed in the right direction. " 

Serot topped Keeley again in the 
finals in Aurora , Williams beat a 
spunky Sue Carow in the gals fi ­
nals. And we can 't pass wi thout 
thanking Jim Stotz , Tim Rusch and 
everyone in Aurora for giv ing us an 
indication of the great things 
ahead . 

And now it was on to Cleveland , 
or was it? For the first time on the 
N.R.C . tour, a host backed out of a 
tournament. Cleveland 's Execut ive 
Club , with a signed contract in 
hand, claimed it could not host the 
event scheduled for Decembe r 
14-16 due to vague fire code regu­
lations. We didn ' t buy it , but rather 
than get int o any lega l act ion or 

To pag e B 
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What Can We Do For An Encore? 

From page 6 

cause anybody any hard feelings, 
we allowed Cleveland to wiggle 
out . 

Instead we turned to Kathy Wil­
liams, now managing a new court 
club in Livonia , Michigan. Kathy 
was able to convince the owner­
ship that the pro-am event , even on 
such short notice, would be good 
for a new club and so on to Livonia 
the tour went . 

And although the notice was 
short , and the entry lower than we 
had hoped for, the play was excel­
lent, and everybody felt the 
strength , solidarity and camara­
derie that had been building within 
the N.R.C . The players who had 
been playing the N.R.C. tour knew 
that they were more than just 
racquetballers trying to make a 
buck . They realized that they stood 
for someth ing , for the right way to 
promote the game , with openness 
and fairness for all. 

These players , - Serot, Keeley , 
Strom , Wagner, Alder , Ycaza Drake 
and others played great racquet­
ball in Livonia. It was in Livonia that 
we knew our greatest successes 
were just around the corner. 

Livonia marked more than 
Keeley's win over Serot in the 
men's final, and William 's great 
comeback win over Carow in the 
ladies . For the first time the 
Seamco 559 came in pressurized 
two-ball cans, making the lively, 
durable ball and our dream come 
true. It was here! 

Word then filtered from Mem­
phis , where another organization 
held a pro event the same weekend 
as Livonia, that Mike Zeitman, one 
of these players who had been 
playing N.R .C., was allowed to 
enter, play and win money in Mem­
phis . The ramifications were tre­
mendous, - if any of the players 
competing on the N.R.C. tour 
could jump and play both tours , 
those playing for the other associa­
tion would be at a great disadvan­
tage . They would have a shot at 
only halt of the total prize money 
offered, while N .R.C. players would 
have a shot at it all. 

And even though the N .R.C. 
would allow them to play if they 
entered , their contract prohibited 
them from doing so . This pres-
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sured their organ izati on into iss u­
ing a statement to its contract pro 
players that if the dates did not 
conflict, they could play where they 
wanted . Freedom had finally ar­
rived . 

And it turned out that January of 
1975 had no date conflict when two 
major manufacturers pulled out of 
a scheduled pro event by the other 
tour . So in Sunnyvale, where spon­
sorship help from the 0 .8 . Framp­
ton Co. was another first for the 
N.R.C., virtually every top player 
was there . 

And a great tournament it was , as 
Steve Strandemo defeated Charl i e 
Brumfield for the title . Jan Camp­
bell topped Silvia Hooks for the 
ladies title and over 300 entrants in 
other brackets made it quite a 
weekend of racquetball . 

The great successes in Sun­
nyvale prompted the N .R.C. to 
change its next two dates , on 
which the rival pro tour had 
scheduled tournaments, their 
reason being to keep the tours 
segregated . So Lansing in Feb­
ruary went off on the sixth to ninth 
and Milwaukee the same dates a 
month later . 

But the time between Sunnyvale 
and Lansing was far more impor­
tant than players practice and pre­
paratory time between tourna­
ments . It was during this time that 
Don Strong, Executive Vice Presi­
dent of Seamco Sporting Goods , 
sat down one Sunday morning in 
January with the N.R .C. 's brass at 
the home of pres ident Kendler . 

As the discussions mounted , 
Don offered his firm's help in 
promotion, - in the amount of 
$25 ,000 in prize money for the re­
maining three tournaments, -
Lansing , Milwaukee and Las 
Vegas! All with no strings attached . 

And then came Lansing, with the 
greatest competition in the game 's 
pro history . Fantastic action from 
all rounds , and impossible-to­
believe play from the quarters on . 
Nobody could believe their eyes, 
for racquetball had just moved one 
step up as a competitive sport . 

So in six short months, the 
N.R.C . and now its amateur coun­
terpart U.S.R.A. have achieved 
every single one of its goals . All 

players are allowed to compete in 
all tournaments . No players have 
been banned from anything. The 
Seamco 559 racquetball is now 
solid , high bounce and in P:es ­
surized cans . The U.S.R.A. 1s a 
strong , functioning organization , 
and has p roven it with the great job 
being don e in Las Vegas. Women 
have been given a start in the area 
of prize money. Everything poss i ­
ble has been done to keep tourna­
ment dates free of conflicts so all 
the players can play in all the 
events . And the b iggest step for ­
ward for us and the game, is the 
emergence of a na tional sponsor , -
the Seamco Sporting Goods firm. 

People should know what this 
means to our sport . Seamco's 
promotion aids racquetball in the 
one area where help is most 
needed, national recognition. We 
welcome Seamco's supp ort of the 
N.R.C. and of racquetball in gen ­
eral . And we hope you will see fit to 
help promote the sport , by using 
their N.R .C. and U.S.R .A. endorsed 
products , the 559 and 747 racquet­
balls . Seamco, the numbe r one 
name in racquetball , and it 's a well 
deserved title. 

And so here we are , in Las Vegas, 
Nevada , entertainment capital of 
the world . This week of Apri l 20-25 
it becomes the racquetb all capita l 
of the world as well, as hundred s 
and close to a thousand eager and 
active racquetbaf/ers have con­
verged on this tiny city . 

The glamour and •intrigue of 
Vegas is everywhere ; the casinos, 
the show girls , the stars . I wish I 
could tell everyone how we 're all 
basking in the sun , but unfor tu­
nately that 's not the case. Our sta ff 
of over 50 workers for both the 
handball and racqu etball weeks 
have been diligently do ing the ir 
jobs, with scarcely a minute rest. 
Which, to some of them is going to 
b f. a good - thing, to keep the ir 
m uney in their own pocket . 

But we strongly feel that every­
body is a winner here in Las Vegas. 
The great multitude of player ~, 
guests , fans and promote rs . is 
heartwarming for us . This week is a 
fitting zenith for a great year for th e 
N.R .C. and U.S .R.A. But don 't th ink 
we 'll be sitting on our laurels . No 
way! No matter how much y~u ~c ­
complish in racquetball or 1n life , 
there is always something mor e 
you can do . Just watch us . 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 



For once, bandhallers 
and racqu etballers agree: 
It's great to play on a Fralllpton court. 

Framp ton handba ll/ 
racquetball courts are of 
c hampi on sh ip caliber 
any way you l_ook at 
them. First off, they have 
the solid sound and "fe e l" 
that top players demand . 
There are no "dead " or 
hollow spots to throw 
your game off. Walls are 
abs o lutely plu m b , and 
they stay that way 
be .cause our exclusive 
F-62-SP panel ha s 
sup e rio r d imensional 
stability. 

Ju st as imp ortant, our 
F-62-SP pane ls ar e tough. 
They cann o t be harmed 
under normal p laying 

conditions, because 
they're made from fused 
fiber res in pan e ls 
developed by Frampton 
and U.S. Gypsum 
Company. The only 
maintenance they need is 
an occas ional wall wa sh­
ing . There's no pa tc h ing, 
no painting , no down ­
time . Whether you're 
a handballer , a racquet­
baller , or p lanni ng to 
build a court, you have to 
agree those are good 
reasons lo go with a 
Frampton. Fo r more 
information, write for our 
brochure. i/;J}.:;c,•i•-,:-
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Coming soon: An 
important new product 
from Frampton. After 
several years of planning 
and research, w e are 
go ing to introduce a new 
product that will be of 
great interest to anyone 
planning to build a new 
cou rt installation . 
Watch these pages for 
more deta ils. 
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All The Pros, 12 Brackets, Free Show 

Las Vegas Ready To Go 

For National Championships 
The greatest event in the history 

of our sport , the U.S.R.A.'s Na­
tional Championships in Las Vegas 
April 20-25, 1975 will soon be here. 
The Tropicana Hotel and University 
of Nevada at Las Vegas are ready­
ing their combined 13 courts to 
make this the most spectacular 
racquetball tournament ever 
staged. 

The top pros are all preparing for 
Las Vegas. You'll be able to see 
Steve Serot, Charlie Brumfield, 
Steve Keeley, Steve Strandemo, 
Ron Rubenstein, Bill Schmidtke 
and all the other greats in the game 
compete for the largest prize 
money pot ever offered in the 
game, - the grand finale of this 

year's Seamco pro racquetball 
tour. A women's pro bracket will 
feature all the top gals as well. 

And there is an event for every­
one at this tournament. No qualify­
ing is necessary, anybody who 
wishes can enter the play . There 
will be the two pro tourneys , plus 
10 amateur events including open 
singles and doubles, seniors sin­
gles and doubles, masters singles 
and doubles, golden masters sin­
gles and doubles and women's sin­
gles and doubles, - for a total of 
12 in all. 

Not only that, as part of his or her 
entry fee, every entrant will be 
treated to the dinner show at the 
Tropicana, - the all new Folies 

Berg ere '75 . It will be free after the 
awards banquet during the biggest 
week in racquetball! 

The Tropicana is holding 250 
rooms for racquetballers and many 
of them are already gone , - so 
don 't wait . Use the enclosed room 
reservation, entry and ticket forms 
to confirm your participation in this 
tournament. Be sure to send all 
forms to the Las Vegas Racquet­
ball Classic at the above address. If 
there was ever a racquetball tour­
nament you should be at , - this is 
THE one . 

Everyone is planning to play in 
the 1975 National Championships , 
and we hope you are one of them . 
See you in Las Vegas! 

OFFICIAL TROPICANA ROOM RESERVATION 
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There are 250 rooms available for the April 20-25 Racquetball Classic at the Tropicana Hotel in Las 
Vegas . They will be reserved on a first come, first serve basis. We urge you to get your reservat ions In as soon as 
possible . All rates are at $28 plus tax (total - $29.68). double occupancy . In other words . two in a room would be 
approximately $15 each day . Three in a room - $6 additional , or approx imately $12 per day each . 

At least $50 deposit will be necessary to confirm these rooms . $2:i wi ll be refundable if you cance l th is reservat ion at 
least 90 days prior to the start of the tournament ; $25 non -refundable . Th is $50 depos it will be applied toward your six 
day-five night stay . 

25TH ANNIVERSARY CLASSIC 
c/o N.R.C. 
4101 Dempster St., Skokie, IL 60076 

Please reserve, and confirm by return mail, ( ) room(s) at the Trop1cana Hotel, Las Vegas , for five nights , 
six days , April 20-25, 1975 . The rates are understood to be $29 .68 per day , doubles occ upancy , with $25 of my 
$50 refundable if reservation is cancelled at least 90 days befor e the April 20, 1975, start of the tournament. 
Three in a room at $6 additional per day . 

Name 

Address -------------------- Phone 

City ------ ------ ---State ---------- --Zi p ----­

Make check or money order payab le to : LAS VEGAS RACQUETBALL CLASSIC ; Ma il to : N.R.C ., 4101 Dempster 
St. , Skok ie. IL 60076 . 

Enclosed is $---- to cover my reservation for ( ) room(s) at $50 per room reserved . 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 



SITE: 

FACILITIES : 

DATES : 

Official Entry 
U.S.R.A.-N.R.C. PRO-AM 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Tropicana Racquet Club and University of Nevada at Las Vegas . 

13 indoor, four-wall courts . 

Apri l 20-25, 1975 . 

ENTRY FEE: $25 per person for first event. If player enters second event , that event is $15 . PRO SINGLES - $50 ($25 
of which goes directl y into prize money) . 

SANCTION : 

OFFICIAL BALL : 

By the National Racquetball Club (N. R. C.) and U. S. Racquetba ll Assn. (U. S. R. A.). 

Seamco 559 (green) . 

RULES : U. S. R. A. - N. R. C. rules and regu lat ions apply. If two events entered , players may have back to back 
matches. 

TROPHIES : To first fou r places in each event. First tw o places in consolat ion . 

ENTRY DEADLINE : In our possesion by 6 p. m. Apr il 10, 1975 . Prescribed fee must accompany signed entry form . Entr ies 
received after the deadline or unsigned , qr without the fee will not be accepted. Open doubles deadline , 
6 p. m. Apr il 21 , 1975 . 

MA IL ENTRIES : Las Vegas Racquetball Classic , 
4101 Dempster St. , 
Skokie , Illino is 60076 . 
Check must accompany signed entry form . 

Please enter me in: 
AMATEUR OPEN SINGLES 
PRO MEN 'S SINGLES 
SENIOR SINGLES (35 & over) 
MASTER SINGLES (45 & over) 

Consolation in all amaleur singles even ts. 

) GOLDEN MASTER SING LES (55 & over ) ( 
) LADIES AMATEUR SINGLES ( 
) OPEN DOUBLES ( 
) MEN 'S SENIOR DOUB LES (35 & over) ( 

) MEN 'S MASTER DOUBLES (45 & over ) ( ) 
) GOLDEN MASTER DOUBLES (55 & over ) ( ) 
) LADIES DOUBLES ( ) 
) LADIES PRO SINGLES ( ) 

NAME ______________________ AGE ___ CLUB __ ____ _________ _ 

ADDRESS _______ _ _______________ CITY _ _ _______ STATE ___ ZIP __ 

NAME OF DOUBLES PARTNER ________________ AGE --- CLUB 

ADDRESS _________________________ CITY ___ STATE ___ ZIP 

I hereby , for myself , my he irs, executors and adm inistrators , waive and release any and all rights and claims for damages I may have 
against the U.S. Racquetball Assn . or Nalion al Racquetball Club , their respe ctive agents , or any facility used for th is tourname nt. for any 
and all injuries which may be suffered by me in conne ction w ith my compe tition in said tournam ent. 

SIGNATURE _ __ ___________ _ _______ PH. ______ _ 

PARTNER'S SIGNATURE -- - ---- -- ------- PH . ______ _ 

HOUSING INFORMATION AVAILABLE 
BOOK EARLY 

MARCH 

Make checks payable to : 
Las Vegas Racquetball Classic 
Same must accompany entry . 
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The complete 
racquetball court system 

by Powerlock ... consultants • designers • manufacturers • installers 

O uniform ball reaction 
D maximum quietness in play 

Panel -Master® court systems are complete 
down to the last detail -walls, floors, ceilings, 
doors , and lighting . Glass backwalls available. 
Approved by the N.R.C. and the LR.A., 
Powerlock offers the broadest performance 
guarantee in the industry. 

□ excellent appear ance . .. no open or 
uneven seams 

D no warpage 
D high durability-low maintenance 

~ POWERLOCK SYSTEMS, INC. 
~ 590-RC Grove Road, Mid-Atlantic Park, 
~ Thorofare. N.J. 08086 609 / 848-5330 

... .. . 

• 

. ------... 

"? • • ' •• ~...... :- ....... • ; ' : . ... • • • 

~~~~~~K ;Y§TEMS:C~ - . - ~ - - -

.. , ·~ I 590-RC Grove ad :'Mid-Atla~tic Park, 
.
1 

Thor ofare, N.J. 08086 609/848"-5330 '" 
Attn: Sa!es Manager . ·- · -··-

I Picas~ ~onct-~o mar o informai1oi1 011 your 
• Punel -Mast~ R<1C:qoot~oll Court Lii, lng System. 

I Profedl Nnme __ __.,___~ _ __;__.:..:,_......;.. ____ _ 

I Nu. C111it'11; l'lnniitlc! ~Bid Dntc_......:;.__ :,;<,1J111J11J.l,otion dorn~· ---,;:c---

..... 1 Numo&' ntlu 

I Adtlrn~~-.:....,.;;:;;;-.__..:::.::__._ _________ ~ 

pho o 



LAS VEGAS 

TICKET ORDER FORM 

for 

U.S.R.A.-N.R.C. PRO-AM 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

All seats on a reserved basis only. 

Price Schedule Court # 5 (Championship Events Court) 
Rows 1-6 $100 each Rows 10-13 $50 each 
Rows 7-9 $ 75 each Rows 14-20 $30 each 

Price schedule Court -#3 (Some quarter and sem i-final matches; some amateur finals) . All 
seats $30 each. 

MAIL TO : Las Vegas Racquetball Classic 
4101 Dempster St . 
Skokie, IL 60076 

---------------------------------------------------------

MARCH 

Please reserve ___ seats at: 

) $100 each 

$75 each 

$50 each 

) $30 each, Court # 5 

) $30 each, Court -#3 

Enclosed is $ ___ to cover the cost of the above tickets. 

Name---------------- ------ ----------­

Address--------------------------------

City ________________ _ ___ State ____ ZIP _____ _ 

Phone (B)-------------------(H) __________ _ 
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The Brum 

Comes Back 

In Lansing 

In a brutally physical tournament Charlie Brumf ield (r .) regained the 
top spot and gave notice to all others that he was ready . 

Charlie Brumfield is back in 
form, so take notice, racquetball 
world . The 26-year-old San Diegan 
finally entered the N.R.C. winner's 
circle, with a finals win over Steve 
Strandemo at the M, ... higan Open 
stop of the Seamco Pro Racquet­
ball Tour . 

It was not an easy effort for the 
former national champ as he 
played through an extremely dif ­
fi cu It draw, defeating Bill 
Schmidtke in the quarter-finals, 
Steve Serot in the semi's and then 
Strandemo in the finals . 

Strandemo had an even rougher 
time making the championship 
match , having to go three with Ron 
Rubenstein in his quarter and top­
ping Steve Keeley, in three in the 
semi. 

When the final did come off , it 
was a fantastic match, a re-play of 
the finals in Sunnyvale, where 
Strandemo dominated . Here 
though, Brumfield gained the up­
per hand, but not until deep into the 
match . 

The first game went to Stran ­
demo, playing a far cleaner and 
more respected style of play . It was 
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21-12 for Steve in a routine game 
for him. Shooting as well as he did 
in Sunnyvale, Strandemo broke 
out on top and took the early lead . 

Brumfield seemed content to 
keep the ball in play , choosing his 
spots to shoot and hoping to tire 
Strandemo , a surpr ising strategy 
as all are aware of Strandemo's 
great conditioning . 

However , each man had a very 
difficult semi -final round and Char­
lie stayed in the middle of the court, 
moving little both on points he won 
and points he lost. He lost 21 in the 
first game as Strandemo definitely 
looked the stronger player . 

So what a surprise game two was 
when Brumfield, after the initial 
jockeying , took control of the 
game . It was like watching two dif­
ferent players than those who 
played game one . Brumfield 's 
movement was better, Strande­
mo 's much more sluggish and 
Charlie breezed to his 21-7 win, in 
one of his best single game efforts 
in a long while. 

Who could predict game three? 
Was Strandemo fatigued enough 
to succumb with hardly a 

whimper? Would Brumfield 's hot 
shooting hand cool ? Wer e 
Strandemo 's legs cramping as they 
appeared late in the sec ond game , 
- or was it just a ruse to lull Brum ­
field as was don e to Keeley in th e 
semi 's? 

The questions wer e answered 
when Brumfield came out strong in 
the third . Holding impres sive fiv e 
and seven point leads early in th e 
game , Charlie 's control and in­
creasingly accur ate kill shots led to 
an 18- 11 adv a nt ag e. Nobod y 
thought Strandemo could com e 
back . 

Nobody , that is , except Str an­
demo . Really gutting out th e eff or t , 
he tallied a couple of qui c k po in ts 
in the 18th inning and when th e 
score mounted to 14, then 15-18 
the full house gallery began th e 
murmur that always accomp anies 
a great comeback effort . 

But Stev e's wad was blown wh en 
he managed to reach 17-18. Char-

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 
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lie had held on. By the time Brum­
field regained the serve , he still had 
the lead , although only one po int, 
but he also had the juice. Brumf ield 
qu ickly scored the needed three 
points for a 21-17 fina l. 

The semi-finals were two of the 
most outstanding matches of this 
year 's tour . Strandemo pulled the 
psychological ploy of the season in 
defeating Keeley 10-21 , 21-14 , 
21-13, and Brumfie ld came from 
14-18 in the third game to best 
Serot 10-21, 21-16, 21-18 . Both 
matches were -.yell pl ayed and ex­
citing and all four players showed 
the emotional strain of long 
weekend . This strain almost boiled 
over in both matches , as the four 
combatants almost blew their cool 
on the court. 

Keeley played a superb first 
game in his match-up with Stran­
demo. His confidence was great, 
hav ing defeated Strandemo in two 
consecutive amateur tournaments, 
after a pro defeat last year. Keeley 
hit his shots , Strandemo was fight­
ing himself and the game was a 
complete blow-out. 

Game two was more representa­
t ive of Strandemo·s capabilities. 

Br umfield begins a belated 
move to cover a Strandemo ki ll 
into the left corner and at the same 
time avoids a waffle-face . 

MARCH 

Strandemo gives it the Holly­
wood hinder try (I.) in the finals 
against Brumfield. Not this time, 
though , it was scored a pass. 

He shook the doldrums that en­
compassed him the first game and 
pl ayed well. Keeley missed some 
relative ly easy forehands early in 
the game and seemed reluctant to 
shoot after that, resulting in lo ng 
rallies, but Strandemo control. 

They played even during the first 
one -thi rd of the game, Strandemo 
grabbed the lead about half-way 
through and held it for the 21-14 
win to even games at one apiece. 

Both players were fatigued, both 
players tight , both players striving 
for every advantage . Yet each was 
able to go all out in the thi rd game 
and it included the all-time rac­
quetball acting performance ever 
given by a tired player in a semi­
final round . 

With Keeley holding a slight lead 
mid-way through the game, a 
d rawn out rally occurred , leaving 
both players sprawled out on the 
floor , with Keeley winning the 

point. Strandemo attempted to 
pick himself off the floor but was 
unable to do so. 

"I can 't get up," said Strandemo. 
" I've got cramps." 

"Play ball," said referee Mike 
Zeitman. 

"Steve," said Strandemo turn­
ing to Keeley . "I can't get up. Help 
me up." 

"Get up yourself," said Keeley, 
angered by Strandemo's block ing 
style of play . 

And get up Strandemo did, 
hobbling in obvious pain as his leg 
muscles apparently cramped from 
exhaustion . 

Keeley watched the decrepit 
Strandemo barely make it to the 
receiver's position and the curly­
haired veterinarian couldn't hold 
his joy any longer, flashing a tired 
but hideously happy smile to the 
gallery. He had the upper hand 
against Strandemo, the man some 
accuse of cheating, some accuse 
of blocking, but n·one accuse of not 
having great ability . 

Well, one of these abilities in­
cludes thinking. Keeley was so 
happy about Strandemo 's cramps 
he forgot to play . Expecting Stran-
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The Semi 's Were 

T-0-U-G-H 
Serot (top left) begins one of h is 

many dives for a Brumfield pass in 
the semi-finals . Charlie stands flat­
footed in center court awaiting the 
plum return, if any . A few rallies 
later , Serot (left) gives Brumfield a 
piece of his mind as the action 
and verbalizing heat up . Brumfield 
retaliates (top right) with a men ­
acing glare and before long both 
players are involved in face -to -face 
Jawing . Anyone for Scope? 

NAT IONA L RACQU ETBAL L 



demo to hobble about the court 
unable to reach a shot, imagine the 
shock that he underwent when 
Strandemo began rac ing from side 
to side in retrieving efforts. Stran­
demo began diving for shots , get­
ting kill attempts, hitting his shots. 
Was this the play of a man with 
cramped leg s? 

It was not. It was the execution of 
a perfect game plan . Keeley lost the 
momentum, Strandemo regained 
it, and it was all Strandemo from 
there , 21-13 . 

In the upper bracket things were 
even more tense. What once was a 
great relationship both on the 
court and off between Serot and 
Br umf ield , now is a battle between 
m ind and body. These two men, 
who a scant two years ago were 
national doubles partners, now 
show only hate in their eyes on the 
court. 

Serot, no longer an immature 
stringbean lefty with potential, is a 
huge and devastating 19-year-old 
racquetball player. He has had 
enou gh of Brumfield 's on the court 
antics which had to this point made 
Brumfield the winner in their 14 
previous meetings . 

Brumf ield, the crafty master , still 
is the feare d man in th e sport . And 
he wanted this one, for himself, 
and to retain the psychological 
edge over Serot. 

Serot 's rece nt ploy to shield 
himself to Brumfield 's quips on the 
court , has been to quip first , but his 
quips degenerated into insults, 
voiced in sc reams , not tones . 

Serot's first game , 21-10 w in put 
Brumfield on the spot. This was a 
must match for him , he felt , with 
the Las Vegas Nationals only two 
months away. Serot could feel his 
own momentum moving forward. 
At long last he had Brumfield , 
could he put him away? 

As the second game developed, 
the grea t int ensi ty between the se 
two players began to show . Play 
became more and more crowded, 
each rally ended with an outburst 
by one or the other and the an­
tagonism finally reached a zenith 

Pow-wow in the hospitality room 
includes (I . tor.) Keeley, Teri Davis, 
Ardito , Leve , Brumfield and Ruth 
Warnick (seated foreground) . 

MARCH 

at 5-all . 
Although nobody is quite sure 

what act ion or comment precipi­
tated the subsequent actions, both 
players had words with each other 
in center cou rt after the 5-5 rally . 
Serot , who lost the point finally 
turned and as he began to walk 
back to the receiver 's position, 
lightly str uck Brumfield with his 
racquet, probably trying to hit his 
posterior as if to say , "move your 
butt during play." 

But Brumfield had turned 
around by this time and the racquet 
hit Charlie in the gro in, whereupon 
Charlie pushed Steve and both 

Strandemo sets up in deep 
cour:. Is this the body of a man 
with cramps? 

players reached the verge of fis­
ticuffs . Had it not been for the 
quick intervention at that point by 
N.R.C. National Commissioner Joe 
Ardito and National Director Chuck 
Leve it might have been an ugly 
scene. 

No punches were thrown, how­
ever , and after a stern warning by 
Ardito, play resumed . Each player 
was given a technical foul, and a 
point deducted from the score of 
each . 

From then on, the best match in 
t he history of racquetball took 
place, bar none . For 15 minutes 
Brumfield and Serot raced, 
dodged, spun , dove , grunted, 
groaned , dove again , killed, pas­
sed, and dove again, and again, -
at the end of which the score had 
only reached the original 5-all . 

Never before has such intensity 
and des ire been shown on a rac­
quetball court . The play was clean, 
verbalizing eliminated and the two 
players did just what they know 
best, play the greatest brand of 
racquetball imaginable . 

Brumfield finally won the second 
game, 21-16, setting the stage for 
game three. The 10 minutes be­
tween games served as a good 
cooling off period and both men 
came back more relaxed , but just 
as determined . 
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It was Serot who had the early 
advantage, an advantage he 
pushed to 18-14 . But Chari ie 
wasn 't through. Reaching back for 
whatever was left he managed to 
run the next seven points , i n five 
innings , and make it 15 in a row 
over Serot , 21-18 in the third . 

The women's pro bracket was, as 
usual a Kathy Williams-Sue Carow 
final , although this time each of 
them had to work in their semi-final 
match . 

Carow faced Indianapolis ' 
Camille McCarthy in the bottom 
bracket and Camille played two 
excellent games, dropping the first 
21-12, but coming back to y;in 
game two by the same score. The 
third, however, was all Carow 21-7. 

In the upper bracket , Williams 
and Cincinnati 's Gerri Stoffregen 
battled to the famous 20-20 dead­
lock in the first game, with Kathy 
gaining the serve and finally the 
magic 21st point. Game two was 
disappointing as Gerri ran out of 
gas and succumbed 21-3. 

What can you say about a 
Williams-Carow final? They have 
met now in the finals of three of the 
last four N.R .C.-U.S .R.A . tourna­
ments and every one has been 
close and every one has been won 
by Williams . It was the same this 
time . 

Close throughout, Williams pull­
ed ahead down the stretch and 
captured the first game 21-15 . Play­
ing well, driving the ball beauti­
fully, and making few errors , 

--

Kathy Williams eyes the little 
green sphere as it come s off the 
back wall . If looks could tell . . . 

Carow controlled and won the 
second game 21-11 . And the third 
was a barnburner . 

With each gal jockeying for every 
point she made it turned into real 
excitement. But the feeling all 
along was Kathy played just well 
enough to win , and that she did 
21-18 . 

McCarthy turned in an impres­
sive performance winn ing third 
place over Stoffregen 21-10, 21-16 . 

The best quarter-final match was 
Stoffregen's three game win over 
Beverly Franks , Northbrook, I l­
li nois . After dropping game one 
21-10, Gerri rebounded to take the 
next two games 21-13 , 21-18 , a dis­
appointing loss for Bev. Teri Davis, 
Plymouth , Michigan, tried hard 
against McCarthy in the quarters, 
but Teri st i ll is not on her game 
following back surgery two months 
ago . McCarthy triumphed 21-17, 
21-11. 

I 

The amateur open singles brac­
ket produced some outstanding 
play, and many of those competing ' 
are not that far away from giving 
some of the pros a good run for 
their money . 

lieb , a pure racquetballer and right 
handed , battled a nationa l ly 
ranked paddleb a ller and south ­
paw. Bill Gottlieb, Lansing went up 

~gainst Tom Connin , East Lansing 
In an all-local finals . It was an in­
teresting contrast in styles, as Gott-

Both games of the two -gam e 
final were well played and exciting , 
for when has there been a match 
involving Gottlieb th at wasn 't excit­
ing? Gottlieb took the title 21-17 , 
21-16. 

Connin had to go three games in 
his semi-final duel but did it well in 
defeating Fred Lewerenz 21-14 , 
19-21 , 21-11 . Gottlieb had a tough 
first game, but then controlled the 
play against Ken Pechumer 21-18, 
21-12 in the other bracke t. 
Pechumer captured third place 
21-16 , 21-10 over Lewerenz . 

In the quarters it was Connin 
over Tom Carpenter 17 and eight , 
Lewerenz over Len Baldori nin e 

Sue Carow drive s the ball d own 
the right side wall as Will iam s 
moves in for a return in th e 
women 's final s. Once aga in i t was 
Kathy who came out on top. 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 
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and 13, Pecumer over Bob Barr 
21-11 , 20 -21 , 21-14 , and Gottlieb 
over Gil Schmitt eight and 10. 

The men 's pro quarter-finals 
were displays of great racquetball, 
and although four of the players 
went away losers , they were not far 
behind those that tr iumphed. 

The only quarter to go three 
games was in the bottom bracket 
where Strandemo and Ron 
Rubenstein battled , for the first 
time in two years. Ruby tried might­
ily , but St eve captu red game one 
21- 17. The second game went to 
Rubenstein 21-14, and it was all 
Strandemo in the third , 21-10 . 

M ikeZeitman , playing the kind of 
bal l of -which he is capable , gave 
Keeley a very difficult time in the 
other bottom bracket sem i, though 
losing 21 -19 , 21-18 . M ike had 
posted an impressive win over Rich 
Wagner in the round of 16 , 21-7, 
21- 14 prior to his effort against 
Keeley. 

Brumfield came up against Bill 
Schm idtke in his quarter and the 
first game was a beauty , going 
down to the wire , 21-19 for Charlie . 
Schmidtke couldn ' t keep up the 
pace in the second , however , and 
fell 21-9 . 
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Tourney director Jim Pru i tt 
poses with amateur winners (I. to 
r.) Ken Pechumer - th ird, Pruitt , 
Bill Gottlieb - fi rst , Tom Conn in -
second . 

Serot drew Ron Strom in his 
quarter and Strom, although out of 
the first game 21- 10, came back to 
play very well in the second, before 
Steve took control for a 21 -16 win. 

NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT 
. .. Gerry Lapierre topped John 
Leech in an all Cleveland Masters 
Single s f inal , 21-11 , 5-21, 21-8 ; Don 
Van Fossen , St. Louis captured 
third place over Art Payne , Colum­
bus , Oh io 9-21 , 21-5 , 21-19 ... . 
John Gothard , Chicago , won the 
Masters Consolation , and it 
couldn 't go to a nice r guy . .. Tom 
Brownlee captured the Men 's 
Amateur Open Consolation 19-21, 
21-6, 21-16 over Chuck Ginther ... 
Judy Hutha won the Women 's 
Nov ice title 21-8 , 21-18 over Vir­
ginia Tipton ... Martie Wonch won 
the consolat ion ... Men 's Nov ice 
was won by John Smekar, who de­
feated Mark Weigand in the finals 
21-10 , 21-7 . . . Gerry Johnson won 
the Men 's Novice Consolation ... 
Great parties both Friday n ight and 

- -----
-

Saturday night. at the tourney 
headquarters Capitol Park Motor 
Hote l were fun for all . . . Rich 
Wagner is the world 's worst beer 
chugger, never put your money on 
him, no matter how sincere he 
might sound ... Accolades must 
go to Jim Pru itt, who did most of 
the organizational and promotion­
al work himself, with great assist­
ance from Ruth Warnick ; super job 
people ... also help from Jim San­
tino, Jim Amick, Bill Gottleib and 
the staff of the Lansing Y.M .C.A .. . . 
Full galler ies from the quarters on 
made the matches that much more 
enjoyable for the partic ipants . .. 
Glass court at the Y is one of the 
nicest to play on around . .. Green 
Seamco 559 ball used throughout 
the tournament , with no breakage 
to speak of and great consistency . 
Good comments from all quarters 
on the balls ... Lansing, Michigan 
in February is c-o-1-d! . .. Many of 
the players visited Dooleys , the 
" in" water ing spot for the college 
set ... Nice to see so many pad­
d leball players pick up a racquet to 
compete, including such well 
known paddleballers as Connin , 
Baldori , Kopulos and , of course , 
Keeley . 

Gerry Lapierre (/ .) follows 
through with an overhead shot 
in the Masters singles finals . John 
Leech mov es in to cover . 
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Big sign at the registration area 
(above) welcome players and fans 
to the Mic higan Pro-Am Open . 
Exciting it was, and we all thank 
Seamco for the ir sponsorsh ip of 
the Pro-Am tour. 

Galleries were full all three days 
as witnesse d by part of the group 
(I.) along the glass side wall at the 
Lansing Y. The fans defin itely were 
not disappointed . 

(Below , left) shows the full up ­
stairs gallery as well dur ing the 
finals . Note the two N.R.C. officials 
on either side of referee Mik e Zeit­
man . After the semi 's, just in case . 

All photos 

of the 

Michigan Pro-Am 

by Ronald Simons 
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Fred 0. Muenscher & 
Associates asks. 

What has four walls, a lot of 
fast serving, a viewing 

area where you can watch 
the pro's at work, and 

is boonting in popularity? 

Celebrate your next win at Shakey 's 
There 's one near you in The Great Pacific Northwest . 

(For an enjoyable racquetball match and after game get together , 
call our head office - (206) 734-8760 .) 

Bell,ngham -1960/ Everett -1962/Lynnwood 1963/Lakcwood (Tacoma)-1965 / Six th Ave l Taco ma)- 1966/B remerton 1971/ Puyallup 1972/ Pac,t,c Ave l Tacoma ) 1972 

!OUR OWN COURTS IN 1975! 



Frampton-Sunnyvale Pro-Am 

Brings All The Players Back 
And it was a red-hot Steve Strandemo who did the most damage to N.R.C. and I.A.A. foes alike en route to his 

first win on the N.R.C. tour this season . 

The Frampton-Sunnyvale Pro­
Am Open was a turning point in the 
1974-75 racquetball season . Sim­
ply, it marked the first time that all 
the top professional - men players 
competed against each other. With 
no rival I.R.A. tournament going on 
January 16-19 , the door was open 
for all the pl ayers. And all of them 
showe d up . 

In an electric atmosphere, with 
tension building with each round , 
the competition among both 
groups of pros was fierce . The re 
were surprises every day, disap­
po int ments as well. But when the 
smoke had cleared it was Steve 

Strandemo and Charlie Brumfield , 
both in the ir first N .R.C. start who 
made it to the fina ls . 

Strandemo, showing a much­
improved offens ive game, bl itzed 
through all competition including 
a devastating 21-13, 21-13 vic tory 
over Steve Serot in the semi - finals , 
to reach the champ ionsh ip matc h . 
Brumfield , exhib iting flashes of his 
fo rm er greatness, had a sli ght ly 
rougher time , but topped Steve 
Keeley 17-21, 21-18, 21-1 1 in the 
other semi-final to go up against 
Strandemo in Sunday 's main 
match. 

We 'd like to report that the finals 

111 0 trfl'le (O' SUPREME COURT 
'wf.t:5,:;.:--- PRO - AM 
·------ ~ rt .I l.q ~ B. FRAMPTON 

was an exci ting , nail -biting down 
to the w ir e match, but it didn 't hap­
pen that way . Instead , Strandemo 
dominated the play as he had 
throughout the tournament and 
cap tured the crown co nvin cingly 
21-14 , 21-13. 

Observers from both sides of the 
racquetball polit ica l spectrum 
agreed that it was one of the finest 
performances of racquetball skills 
ever see n. To hold Serot and Brum­
field to 26 an d 27 po ints respec­
tively in his las t two rounds , Stran ­
demo had to play the best racquet­
ball that any player has shown dur­
ing the season . 

He did i t with his usual retriev ing 
greatness , fine control , and fierce 
determi nation. But he also added 
that one element th at has always 
been lacking in his otherwise out­
standing game, - a consistent kill 
shot. Steve 's kills w ere not only 
consistent this weekend , they were 
unbelievable . He never missed . 

Strandemo owned the left corner 
with his backhand , and the right 
corner acted like it had a magnet in 
it. 

" I don 't think I've ever shot that 
well," said Strand emo . " And I 
know never tor such a sustained 
period of time. " 

His opponents didn ' t argue the 
point. Only former teammate Ron 
Strom gave Steve a real battl e, 
succumbing in the quarter-finals 
21-14 , 21-20. That 21-20 game wa s 

Rally ing under the flag during 
the Frampton-Sunnyv ale Pro-Am 
are (I. to r .) Don Jackson, Jean 
Oeschger, Mark Wayne, Rich 
Wagner and Chuck Leve . 
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the only one in wh ich Steve was 
pressured at al I. 

"We all knew that when Stran­
demo learned to kill the ball, he 
would be tough to beat ," said 
Brumfield. " Well, he 's learned 
how to kill the ball." 

Brumfield 's victory over Keeley 
was a marathon engagement, w ith 
conditioning seeming to be the 
crucial ingredient . Keeley had 
spent the Christmas layoff in home 
state Michigan and obviously miss ­
ed the fine-tuning competition 
that San Diego usually gives him . 

Brumfield ran him into the 
ground, and the curly-haired vet 
had no place to go in the third 
game . 

Close games an d matches were 
the regular d iet for the early rounds 
of the tournament, partially spon­
sored by the D.B. Frampton Com­
pany , manufacturers of prefabr i­
cated panel court systems . John 
Dobbie , National Sales Director of 
the Frampton Company was on 
hand throughout the tournament , 
getting to know the players and 
comparing notes on how the 
Frampton courts stood up to the 
pros pounding . 

The tournament was held at Su­
preme Court I, a 10 court facility 
which used th e Frampton system 
exclusively . All the players com­
mented that the courts played ex­
tremely well, no different than con-
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It was all Strandemo in Sun­
nyvale as here Steve readies to re­
trieve a back court shot from Char­
lie Brumfield in the final s. 

crete or block , and that the re­
markable thing in their mind was 
the consistency of the bounce off 
the Frampton system . And despite 
C's and B's and doubles, not a dent 
was recorded in the fiber-resin 
paneled walls. 

The Frampton-Sunnyvale Open 
also marked the first time that west 
coast women had a shot at the $500 
women 's purse, and Jan Campbell, 
San Diego's number one , made the 
trip and collected the $250 first 
place loot. The surprise second 
place finisher was loca l ite Silvia 
Hooks , who played an impressive 
brand of racquetball. Give Silvia a 
little experience and she 's going to 
go places in this sport. 

Desp i te her far greater exper i­
ence , Campbell had a real tussle 
with Hooks in the first game of the 
fina ls , before final ly taking the 
game 21-15. S ilvi a couldn't mount 
a serious attack in the second 
game , and Jan, sensing her victory 

was at hand , really poured it on , 
21-5 . 

A double-elimination round 
rob in type bracket was set up for 
the third place award with Bette 
Weed and Betty Johnson reaching 
the final match for that honor. Un­
fortunately , Johnson had been 
given incorrect information about 
the third place tourney and didn ' t 
realize she would have to play 
Sunday. When she arrived to watch 
the finals , she was told to get on the 
court which she did, and defeated 
Joan Kvandel. But rather than keep 
going and play Weed , Bette de­
faulted the th ird place to her. 

One hundred and ninety-seven 
other partic ipants shared the 
weekend's work load in the other 
seven brackets of play, and as 
usual the California standard of B 
and C competition is at least one 

Below Strandemo shoots 
against Steve Serot in the semi­
finals . This wa s possibly the best 
match p lay ed by Str andemo in the 
tourney. 
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and one-half notches higher than 
most other states. 

Seniors singles had excellent ac­
tion with all four top seeds making 
the semi-finals . Mark "Thundering 
Herd" Wayne eventually won the 
title, topping Deryck Clay in the fi­
nals 21-13, 10-21, 21-13 . It was a 
typical Wayne-Clay match, long on 
ceiling shots and energy con­
sumed. 

Ron Starkman, the fourth seed, 
won third place by default over 
Keith Calkins. 

The most exciting match of 
amateur finals was in Masters Sing­
les where Mike Bugel and Lee Hoyt 
went a thrilling three games . Hoyt 
captured game one in relatively 
easy fashion, 21-10. But Bugel got 
hot in the second game and cou -

• 
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Jan Campbell who topped the 
ladies pro-am follows through on a 
shot . It was Jan 's first try at some 
N.R .C. cash. 

pied with Hoyt 's inability to put 
anything together trounced Mike 
by an overwhelming 21-3. But no­
body left the gallery for the third as 
the two men traded points to the 
very end when Bugel finally tallied 
that elusive 21st point for a 21-20 
win . 

John Keenan took third. 
Steve Dunn, floor manager par 

excellance, had no trouble in the 
amateur men's open singles, once 
he got past the second round. 
There he had to hustle to take a 
21-18, 21-20 victory from Gary 
Mazaroff . In the finals Dunn topped 
James McAllister 21-10, 21-14, in a 
match he controlled the entire way . 

Jim Stafford defeated Joe Gu r­
noe for third place 12-21, 21-18, 
21-14 . 

Men 's B Singles was won by a 
rapidly-improving Mike Burgener 
who topped Tom Kraut in the finals 
21-15 , 21-13. Burgener has jumped 
from the C 's to the B's and now by 
his victory there , to the Open divi­
sion, - all within the space of 
seven months. 

Judy Clemens ran rampid in the 
Women's B bracket, never being in 
trouble in any single game and al­
lowing opponents double figures 
only once . She beat Linda Lucero 
in the finals 21-4, 21-6. 

Men 's B doubles was far more 
competitive with the third-seeded 
team of Kraut and Barry Gibbs de­
feating number one seeds John 
Keith and Tom Barkey in the finals 
21 - 18 , 21-16. Both semi-final 
matche s went three games with 
Keith -Barkey eliminating Bill Aus­
tin and Keith Crosley 13-21, 21-19, 
21-16 while Kraut -Gibbs topped 
Jim Werner and Al Green 21-9, 
18-21, 21-9. 

Werner -Gree n took third 13 and 
13 over Crosley-Austin . 

In the Men's pro quarter-finals 
interesting things were taking 
place . In the top bracket Serot 
faced an ailing Bill Schmidtke who 

Silvia Hooks, about to hit a 
forehand ceiling, was the surpr ise 
of the tournament, placing second 
in the ladies pro -am . 

was suffering from torn muscles in 
his rib cage. But the wounded vete­
ran gave a good account of himself 
before losing 21-15 , 21-11. 

Brumf ield and Rich Wagner had 
a superb f i rst game in their 
quarter-final match, wi th Brum­
field having to come from behind 
to capture the game 21-20 . 
Wagner , who defeated Jerry 
Hilecher in the round of 16 to earn 
his quarter-final berth , had a 20-17 
lead but was unable to secure the 
big one. Game two was all Charlie , 
21-18. 

Keeley found the go in g just a 
little rough against Craig McCoy in 
his match in the same round . Hav­
ing to fight for every po int he 
earned, Keeley just barely got by in 
two straight 21-19 , 21-19. McCoy , 
play ing far older than h is 18 years 
wou ld indi cate , j ust needs that 
added seasoning before he vaults 
to the top o f the game . 

The greatest numbe r of entries 
of any bracket was the Men's C 
Singles where 72 contestants 
played and played and played be­
fore a winner was fi nally dec ided . 
The grueling three matches in one 
day (Saturday) was too tough for 
many of the entrants, but not so for 
Tim Pool who won the bracket 
21-18, 21-14 over Joe Sills in the fi­
nals. 

NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT 
... Hats off to all the people who 
did an outstanding job, but espe­
cially people like Don Jackson for 
his pre and during tournament 
promotion ; Bill and Steve Dunn for 
their co-operation and floor man­
aging expertise ; Len Stream , for 
the use of his beautiful facility ; and 
to every one of the fine employees 
of the Supreme Court I who d id 
their best to make everyone happy 
.. . Champagne on the house after 
the finals was a nice and fitt ing 
touch to the tournament's finale . . . 
Many of the players found the time 
to vi sit the neighboring San Fran ­
cisco area for sig hts ee ing and 
great dining . .. Good players like 
Gordon Kelly, Bill Thurman, Mike 
Zeitman, Marty Hogan , Bill Dunn , 
Dave Charlson and Tre y Sayes , 
co uldn 't make th e round of eight 
... All agreed that the added com­
petition from hav ing all th e players 
in the tourn ament made it that 
much better .. . And to th e D.B. 
Frampton Company, again our 
thanks for th eir help and support. 
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From Chicago Sun-Times, March 4, 1975 

'' Racquetball Is 

On The Way Up'' 
By Edwin Darby, Sun Times Financial Editor 

In 1973 something like 250 ,000 
Americans were upsetting quite a 
few more people, mostly athletic 
young men ,- by invading athletic 
clubs and gymnasiums around the 
country and marching onto the 
handball courts, racquet in hand. A 
racquet on a handball court? It was 
far more outrageous than orange 
baseballs or soccer-style kickers in 
football. 

And matters got far worse last 
year. The small army of racquet 
swingers tripled to 750,000 . And 
some of them were women. 

It got so a handball player with a 
decent respect for the traditions 
had to book court time weeks in 
advance if he wanted to play the 
real game . 

Like many of the 750,000, 
Charles Cedarholm is the worst 
kind of racquetball enthusiast. He 
was an avid handball player ; he re­
sented the racquet people, and he 
refused to have anything to do with 
the new game. Then he went over 
to the enemy and now he 's rac ­
quetball exclusively. 

But as one of the partners of 
Wendt Cedarholm Tippens Corpo­
rated, architects and planners, 
Cedarholm tries to do what he can 
to keep the peace between the two 
camp s. 

The firm, with offices in North ­
field, Illinois, acts as the construc­
tion consultant to both the U.S . 
Handball Assn. and the U.S. Rac­
quetball Assn. (Both those associa­
tions are headquartered in Skokie 
and both are headed by Robert 
Kendler of Community Builders, 
known informally the country over 
as the father of racquetball .) 

Growin g sport 
Wendt Cedarholm and Tippens 
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have already done six racquet­
ball-handball indoor clubs, in­
cluding the Court House in North­
brook and new clubs are on the 
drawing boards in New York, De­
troit, and St. Louis . 

The sport is only going to grow, 
partner Forrest D. Wendt argues . 
And that despite the recession. He 
thinks the "Sunday afternoon 
five-hour television orgy" has defi­
nitely waned and the switch to par­
ticipatory sports, like tennis, will 
continue to boom . 

One reason : it is a family sport. 
Everybody can play. Or, at least, 
everyone except the small chil­
dren . The firm always recommends 
that new clubs include a nursery 
among the facilit ies offered. 

Wendt's belief that the recession 
won't really set back the growth of 
racquetball is based partly on that 
concept. Play is good and relatively 
inexpensive recreation, close to 
home, at a time when economic 
reasons and the cost of travel in 
dollars and in energy may incline 
the family to stick closer to home. 

The firm has also designed ten­
nis clubs, but partner William C. 
Tippens points out one economic 
factor on the side of growth for 
racquetball: you can build six rac­
quetball courts in the space re­
quired for one tennis court. 

The three architects, all products 
of the University of Illinois School 
of Architecture , all in the mid-40s, 
all devoted to what they've called 
"g ood, decent, contemporary de­
sign ," have been together since 
1967 . 

They are not into residential de ­
sign and this past year or so they 
are just as happy . But the firm has 
always had an otherwi se diver­
sified practice and the men credit 

that diversity as much as anything 
with the apparent health of their 
business today. If the firm has 
specialized, it has been in library 
design; 12 new libraries or addi­
tions have come out of the office . 

Right now, racquetball aside, the 
firm is working on two fascinating 
projects. 

Special center 
One is the design of a community 

center and " crime prevention 
center" with a " 30-day" house in 
southwest Lawndale, under the 
sponsorship of the Rev. John 
Erwin, founderofthe Pace Institute 
at Cook County Jail. "There's no­
thing like this in the entire coun­
try, " says Tippens, "and we've 
never had such a rewarding ex­
perience as we've had working 
with the people of Lawndale." 

The other is a far cry. It'll be what 
might be described as the world's 
fanciest junkyard. The design is for 
Allstate Insurance . As one of the 
country's largest auto insurers , 
the company ends up with a lot of 
cars that have been totaled or 
badly wrecked . 

Some have to be junked. Some 
can be rebuilt and sold. For a 
27-acre plot near Wheeling, Ill. , the 
architects are designing a facility 
where cars can be stripped and 
crushed into junk or straightened 
away and repaired . Allstate's first 
demand: the facilities must be so 
designed that residents of Wheel­
ing will see and hear no evil. 

The world's fanciest yard will 
also have an auction market and an 
Allstate university - to train insur ­
ance appraisers. 

"This is going to be a white glove 
operation all the way," says Tip­
pens . 
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Keeley 

Cops 

Livonia 

Keeley (eyes closed) and Serot , 
r . had another of the ir thrilling 
battles in the finals . 

A new club , new faces and but no 
new winners emerged in the 
N.R .C.'s pro-am tournament De­
cember 12-15 in Livoinia, Mich­
igan . The event was h ighlighted 
by outstanding pro matches, great 
action in the amateur open , and a 
dramatic comeback in the wo­
men 's finals . 

San Diego 's Steve Keeley re­
entered the champion 's circle this 
time around as he defeated his 
Leach Industries partner Steve 
Serot in the finals. Scores were a 
titillating 21-14, 19-21, 21-19 . The 
victory evened the series between 
the top two N.R.C. touring pros at 
two wins apiece. 

Second seeded Tom Carpente r , 
Warre n , Michigan blasted number 
one seed Fred Lewerenz to capture 
the Men 's Amateur Open tit le, 21-6, 
21 - 11 in a full 32 field bracket. 

And Kathy Williams, Rac ­
quetime's manager and tourna­
ment director, despite a 12-0 deficit 
and a blood gushing gash in her 
forehead, managed to come back 
in the third game to win the Wom­
en's Pro -Am Open over Sue Carow, 
Glenview, Illinois. Scores were 15-
21, 21-9, 21-19. 

Racquetime is a brand new 
14-cou rt racq uetba I I/h and ba 11 
"court club" in suburban Livonia, 
just outside Detroit. It's concept is 
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unusual for the midwest in that 
there are no membership fees , just 
hourly court rental. The facility 
opened in October and has been 
bursting from the seams with rac­
quetbal lers almost from day one . 

The Serot -Keeley finals was 
another of their typical cliffhang ­
ers. Each man knows the other's 

sty le so well that the match be­
comes a combination of great gets, 
tremendous shots and fanta stic 
fine sse. 

But each is comfor table with the 
other on the court, and the match, 
although close throughout and for 
$1,300 first place prize money saw 
only 10 hinder s ca lled , and an un-
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FINALS 
GAME1 
Serot 0 10001 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 10O41001101 - 14 
Keeley 0 0 4 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 2 1 2 1 1000OO21 2 2 - 21 

Kil ls - Keeley 25 , Serot 18; Passes - Keeley 10, Serot 10; 
Errors - Keeley 8, Serot 10 ; Aces - Serot 1; Hinders - 4; T ime 
Outs - Keeley 1, Serot 1. 
GAME 2 
Keel ey 0 0 0 5 4 0 0 0 101 1 0 2 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 - 19 
Serot 0 0 0 4 1 1 0 1 0 2 0 3 1 1001 1 3 0 0 1 1 - 21 

Kills - Serot 24 , Keeley 26; Passes - Serot 13, Keeley 10 ; 
Errors -Serot 4, Keeley 7; Aces- None. Hinders -5; T ime Outs 
- Keeley 2 ; Avoidable Hinder - Keeley 1. 
GAME 3 
Serot 1 4 3 1 0 1 4 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 O 1 1 - 19 
Keeley 3 1 1 0 0 8 0 0 2 3 o 0 0 0 2 0 1 - 21 

Kills - Kee ley 27, Serot 18 ; Passes - Keeley 4, Serot 5; Errors 
- Kee ley 13, Serot 6 ; Aces - None . Hinders - 1. T ime Outs -
Keeley 1, Serot 1. 

believably miniscule amount of 
one hinder in the third game . 

The first game was ebb and flow 
with Keeley constantly keep ing the 
upper hand . He broke first from the 
gate grabbing quick 4-1 and 7-2 
leads and then managed to bolt to 
a 14-6 advantage . During this span 
the curly-haired veterinarian was 
killing the ball well , especially off 
the serve . Serot on the other hand , 
was erring frequently and the 
comb ination made for Keeley 's 
margin . 

But Serot turned the momentum 
around , tallied four times in the 
17th inning , held Keeley on his 
service and closed to 12-14 . Two 
Keeley points in the 21st frame hurt 
and when he followed with three 
more in the next two innings, Serot 
was done. Final score was 21-14. 

Keeley again started well in the 
second game , but his probable joy 
from a five point fourth inning was 
tainted when Serot scored four 
times in his half to cut the lead to 
one . They jockeyed back forth from 
this point, with both players play­
ing extremely well, - few errors, 
pinpoint kills, and accurate passes . 
The only flaw in the mid -part of 
the game was an avoidable hinder 
ca lled on Keeley, but it did not 
break his concentration. 

By the 12th inning the game was 
tied 12-al I and then 14-all in the 
14th frame . This was just plain, old 
fashioned top racquetball , as the 
points were scored on kills and 
passes, not errors and s_kip~ . 

A three point 19th inning by 
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Serot overcame Keeley's 18-16 ad­
vantage and turned the game 
around. Keeley finally put Serot out 
by killing the serve into the left 
corner with his backhand. 

Two innings later Keeley knotted 
the score at 19 with a forehand 
corner kill into the right corner, but 
a perfect Serot forehand pass 
down the forehand side gave the 
younger Steve the serve. After one 
of the few hinders of the match 
(number three of the game) Serot 
won point 20 on av-pass to the left. 
Point 21 was a plum for the picking 
on the next rally, but Steve badly 
mis-hit the set-up and the resulting 
skip ball gave Keeley the serve . 

A long series ensued with each 
player making fantastic diving gets 
and controlling the play at different 
points in the rally . Final ly, Serot 
killed a forehand in the left corner 
to regain the serve . And game point 
came moments later with another 
forehand kill straight into the front 
wall. 

In the third game Keeley erased a 
10-5 Serot lead in the sixth inning 
with an eight point rally, - five 
consecutive kills, a Serot error and 
two more kills. Even a Serot time 
out didn 't stem the tide, as Keeley 
moved to his 13-1 0 advantage . 

It didn 't take Serot long to re­
group, however as the 18-year-old 
southpaw tallied four times in the 
next inning to regain the lead. They 
played cat and mouse from that 
point on until Keeley grabbed the 
serve and a 20-19 lead in the 17th 
inning . 

A tremendous rally followed, and 
was ended after each player dove 
at least three times, with a Keeley 
forehand kill for the match. 

The women's pro-am final was 
the drama match of the tourna­
ment as home court favorite Kathy 
Williams battled her midwest rival­
Sue Carow for the $250 .00 first 
place prize. 

Carow, who has never defeated 
Williams in tournament competi­
tion , was ready for this one. She 
had everything going for her, the 
percentages , a newly developed 
ceiling ball, and Kathy's weariness 
from running the tournament. 

A big lead developed into a 
coasting win in the f i rst game for 
the little Glenview , Illinois gal, as 
she captured it 21-15. 

" I felt good after the first game," 
sa id Sue . " I was confident I could 
end the match in two straight." 

It d idn't happen that way, how­
ever, as Williams, spurred on by 
her local cheering section , com­
pletely dominated play both offen­
sively and defensively in game two. 
It went to Kathy 21-9 . 

Figuring Wil liams had regained 
her powerful game , most fans ex­
pected another blowout in the 
third. Again , the sages were proved 
wrong as Carow, showing excep­
tional speed , control and finesse 
just outhustled Williams from the 
gun . 

"I just couldn 't get going out 
there," said Kathy. "I wasn 't mov­
ing to the ball, just standing 
around in deep court ." 

And that 's about where she was 
as the score mounted to 12-0 dur­
ing an extended rally involving ceil­
ing ba lls and drives to t he back­
hand side. It was in this situation 
that Kathy failed to move out of 
Sue 's way and was accidentally 
struck in the face by Sue ' s 
aluminum edged racquet. 

As blood exploded from Kathy 's 
face a sickening silence gripped 
the crowd . Fearing either eye or 
nose damage two doctors raced to 
court side for emergency treat­
ment. Fortunately the wound was 
vertical over the bridge of the nose 
slightly toward the right eye. 

After a 15 minute injury time out , 
and with doctor 's approval play 
was continued, Kathy 's forehead 
swathed in bandages . 

As she entered the court the 
score was now 13-0, as the 
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courageous referee awarded the 
injury point to Carow on an avoid­
able hinder . Nobody knew for sure 
how long Kathy cou ld continue 
and after seven or eight rallies , 
blood began trickling down her 
face . 

But she gutted it out and slowly 
closed the point gap. 

"I knew she was coming back," 
said Carow, "but I couldn't regain 
any momentum. I felt so bad about 
hitting her, I guess I lost my 
drive." 

As Williams edged closer and 
closer the gallery became louder 
and louder sensing an all-time 
great performance . And when 
the score reached 19-all, 20-19 
and finally 21-19 for Williams , 
Racquetime 's new walls echoed a 
thunderous ovat ion . 

Tom Carpenter's upset win over 
Fred Lewerenz was the tourna ­
ment's surprise as most people had 
virtually awarded the first place 
trophy to Fred . But young Tom 
played extremely well and really 
controlled the match from begin ­
ning to end. The scores were 21-6, 
21-11 . 

The men 's pro semi-finals saw 
the emergence of Rich Wagner, the 
19-year-old University of San Diego 
freshman . Wagner upset fourth 

seeded Dan Alder in three games in 
the round of eight , 21-9 in the third 
and then shocked everyone by tak­
ing the heralded Serot to three i n 
the upper bracket semi-final. 

Moving gracefully and with the 
quickness of a cockroach, Wagner 
was all over the court and captured 
the second game 21-12 after a 21-7 
first game loss . Serot regained his 
advantage in the third, however, 
calling on tourmament experience 
and poise to take the match 21- 13. 

In the bottom bracket Ron Strom 
and Keeley met in the other se mi­
final and the games were close and 
well played . Southpaw Strom , just 
now emerging as a top eight na­
tiona l player cou ldn 't quite cope 
with Kee ley 's control and suc­
cumbed 21-15, 21-16. 

" He's getting tougher every 
tournament, " said Keeley of 
Strom. "It's a good thing for the 
other players he's only been on 
the tour less than a year. " 

Strom captured third place over 
Wagner 21-17, 16-21 , 21-2 as 
Wagner felt the strain of tourna­
ment condit ioning in the third 
game. 

The h ighlight of the quarter-final 
round was the Marty Hogan-Keeley 
match. Hogan, the 17-year-old St. 
Louis schoolboy was on his 

rapidly -imp rov ing game and it was 
all Keeley could do to hang on 
against the loquacious youngster. 
He did , 21-18 , 21-20. 

The other two quarter-f i nal 
matches found Serot topping Min­
neapol is' Paul lkier 21-11 tw ice , 
and Strom r ipping San Diego 's 
Charlie Drake 21-4, 21-5 . 

The women 's semi's included a 
good match in the upper bracket as 
Northb rook , Ill inois ' Jean Sauser 
battled Will iams but came up short 
21-11, 21-15 . The other semi wasn 't 
such a good match as San Diego 's 
Betty Johnson was beaten soundly 
by Carow 21- 12, 21-3 . 

Johnson came back strong to 
capture th ird over Sauser 10-21 , 
21-20, 21-12 . 

In the men 's amateur bracke t 
Carpenter had to go three games to 
reach the final s, defeating Elg in , Il­
lino is' John Duewel 17-2 1, 21-19 , 
21-10 in the bottom bracket , wh i le 
Leweren z d efeated Ron DeMunter , 
Wyoming , Michigan , 21-6 , 21-17 . 

In the quar ters Carpenter topped 
Fred Weig and , Troy 15 an d 12, 
Duewel bested Jim Easterling, 
Taylor 21-15, 13-21, 21-14, De­
Munter defeated Jim Pruitt, Lan ­
sing 11 and 17, and Lewer enz top ­
ped Mark Weigand 10 and 10. 

NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT 
... Kathy Will ia ms and her out ­
standing s taff w ere delightfully ef­
ficient while handling the running 
of the tourney . . . owner Pat 
McPharlin was on hand through ­
out and his facility is one of the 
mo st beautiful in the country . The 
great success in its sho rt life is 
leading McPharlin to invest in 
other court clubs in the Detroit 
area . . . A Saturday night party at 
the host hotel was a nice gathering 
w ith eats and drinks for all . . . A 
near blizzard Sunday made it a 
challenge for many players to 
make their flights hom e .. . Kathy 
Williams injury was v irt ually closed 
up by the time she reached a 
medicl center and no stitches were 
necessary . 

Irene Ackerm an captured the 
women's consolation champion­
ships with a 21-7, 21-7 victory over 
Weenie Blikken ... Don Miller cap­
tured the men 's co nsolation t itle 
over Jack Licata, 21-16, 21-9. 

Carow (shooting) against Will ­
iams, - a comeback not to be soon 
forgotten . 
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A record number of participants 
in the fifth annua l Illinois State 
Singles tournament witnessed 
something never before seen in 
any of the ir championships, - Ron 
Rubenstein had to work for his 
title . 

Pushed all the way , Ruby beat 
back the state champ of the future, 
20-year -old Jeff Bowman, a j unior 
from downstate University of Il­
linois . Th e scores were 21-16, 
21-19 and indicated the gre at 
match played by Bowman . 

Two hundred and thirty-six en­
trants , over doubl e any previous 
year 's high , participated in the 
seven brackets of play . The tour­
nament was run at The Court 
House in the Chicago suburb of 
Schaumburg. The eight courts at 
The Court House w ere in constant 
use the entire weekend. 

The highlight of the Ruben­
stein-Bowman match came in 
game two when after Ruby jumped 
to a 15-8 lead, Bowman put to­
gether a string of eight consecu­
t ive points to take the upper hand. 
It was all Rubenste in cou ld do to 
stay even and then finally get the 
necessary po ints to capture the 
crown . 

In the women 's open an unfortu­
nat e incident resulted in Jean 
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Rubenstein Still 

Number One In 

Land of Lincoln 

Sause r having to default the finals 
to Sue Carow after the girls had 
split the first two games . 

On the third point of the third 
game, Carow had a backhand set­
up in center court and everybody, 
including Sauser thought Sue 
would shoot it in the right corner, 
one of her fav ori te shots. Instead 
Sue put the ball up, trying to hit a 
Z-ball and Sauser who was racing 
in to cover the kill, ran smack into 
the fol low through . The 13-stitch 
gash over her nose was closed min­
utes lat er at a nearby hospital. 

Tournament chairman Fred 
Blaess won the seniors title, in a 
thrilling match against Urba_na's 

___ _ \ 

\ . 

\ 
I 
I 

\ 

Don Webb. The men split the first 
two games, Blaess w inning 
number one 21-11, and Webb com­
ing back 21- 15. And the third was 
right out of the movies as it went 
down to 20-20 where each man had 
at least four shots at the match 
point. And true to the script, 
Blaess, before his home court fans, 
put in the 21st and victory. 

The Masters singles held a bit 
more than the normal amount of 
personal satisfaction for winner 
Phil Dziuk, Champaign . He de­
feated de fe nd ing champ Bob 
Troyer, Lake Forest in the finals 
21-18, 14-21, 21-16 . It marked 
Dziuk 's first Masters triumph after 
finishing second for three con­
sec utive years . 

Men 's B had the unbelievable 
number of 128 entries, forcing the 
tournament to hold the first two 
rounds 31 point matches . The B's 
were an exerci se in conditioning 
and endurance and many fine 
players couldn ' t make the trip . As it 
turned out only two see ded players 
made it to th e quart er finals , and 
they met each other with Gary 
Gerschke , the eventual winner, de­
feating Paul Heigo ld . 

By the time the finals came 
around it was Gerschke topping U. 
of I. 's Scott Hemphill 21-12, 21-8 for 
the title. 

Top seeded Hope Schwartz cap­
tured the Women 's B over Linda 
Hold er by the scores of 21-11, 
21-19. It was the first time this 

To next page 

Phil Dziuk, Champ aign, finally 
cap tur ed th e Masters si ngles title 
after th ree years of second places . 
Here Phil takes one off the back 
wall . 
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bracket has been a part of Illinois 
state tournaments and all the gals 
who participated enjoyed it. 

Another first time event was 
juniors and again none of the 
seeded players went anywhere, -
in fact both of the two seeds lost in 
the first round . Neal Scheyer cap ­
tured the first place trophy, 21-13, 
21-10 over David Lee . 

Third place went to Gil Schmitt 
over John Hart by default in the 
Open; Bev Franks over Fran Deus­
ter 20-21, 21-14, 21-8 in the 
Women 's Open ; Bill Williamson 
over Bob Breckenridge 21-11, 21-1 
in the Seniors ; Don Schmidt over 
Jack Ward 20-21, 21-12, 21-6 in the 
Masters ; Marshall Peterson over 
Tim O 'Brien 21-5 , 21-7 in the B 
Singles ; Debi Irving over Sue 
Loomis 21-10, 21-14 in the 
Women 's B ; and Ken Stone over 
Steve La Gorio 21-7 , 21-15 in the 
juniors. 

So many people did so much to 
help make this tournament a suc­
cess, it goes without saying that 
we'll miss somebody in saying 
thank you's . A general "thank 's so 
much " to everybody who helped 
from refereeing to mixing the 
Gatorade . But special and warm 
thanks to the following people, 
without whom tourney directors 
Blaess and Chuck Leve would not 
have kept their sanity : Sue Kanar, 
Bill Feigen, Dan Rymsa , Sue 
Carow, Lois Dowd , Marsha Berger , 
Bob Troyer , Lee Humphrey , Roger 
Eggert, John Lynch, Marcia Ken­
nedy and Connie Johnson. 

And to those firms who donated 
equipment, food and beverages we 
extend our thanks, - Stokely Van 
Camp, Gatorade Division, Leach 
Industries, Ektelon, Voit, Omega 
Sports , Wyler's Foods, Shelly's 
Deli, Vittert Sports, Sports Awards 
and Seamco Sporting Goods . 

Much discussion has been going 
on here to find ways and means to 
alleviate the problem of number of 
matches due to the great amount 
of entries . When an eight court 
facility can barely accommodate 
the tournament , forcing the elimi­
nation of any consolation rounds, 
the event is too big . If any other 
state people from around the coun­
try have hit on some miracle solu­
tion to this problem we would ap­
preciate your comments . Contact 
Fred Blaess, President, Illinois 
Racquetball Association, 4101 
Dempster St. , Skokie, IL 60076 . 
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King : s Court Open In May 

The King's Court have scheduled 
their 5th Annual Invitational for 
May 2, 3 , & 4 . There will be seven 
divisions : Open Singles , Open 
Doubles, Senior Singles , Senior 
Doubles, Women Singles, Women 
Doubles, & " B" Singles . (Open to 
anyone who has not previously en-

, 
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,, 
' 

::/i ·· 
.,~:1/'<i 
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tered an open tournam ent.) 
This year we will have $500 in 

merchandise prizes as we ll as the 
customary hospitality tournament 
souvenirs , T-shirt s , and trophy . We 
are looking forward to anothe r 
great tournament and good time 
for all. 

PROTECTS EYES WITHOUT 
GAME INTERFERENCE! 

Champion's M -K Eyeguard for Handball, 
Racquetball & Squash 

A light alum inum frame covered with sponge rubber al lows ma ximum 
eye protection at a weight of less than two ounces . The patented 
Champion M-K Eyeguard fits snug to the eyes so vision Is not Imp aired . 
An ad j ustab le elastic headstrap keeps it secure ly In place . The player 
does not look through glass or p lastic wh ich causes distort ion . It ls 
des igned so a ball or racquet edge wlll hit the eyegu ard instead of the 
eye . .. giv ing the player confident protection. 
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New L.A. Court Club 

Now Under Construction 

Construction has commenced 
on the CENTER COURTS , a private 
sports complex specifically for 
racquetball and handball. 

The 14,000 square foot facility is 
located in the Brentwood Business 
Center, at La Grange and Arma­
cost, West Los Angeles. It will 
house eight regulation racquet­
ball-handba ll courts, men 's and 
women 's locker rooms, sauna, 
complete pro shop, children 's nur­
sery with attendant, two glass ex­
hibition courts and a lounge with 
backgammon and other games 
available . 

Completion of the CENTER 
COURTS is s lated for April 1, 1975 . 
Introductory membersh ip fees 
have been set at $20.00 for indi ­
vidual and $30.00 for family mem­
bersh ips for the rest of 1975 . A 
nominal hourl y court rental fee will 
be charged . The Club will be open 
7:00 a.m . to 10:00 p .m., Monday 
through Friday , and from 8 :00 a.m. 
to 9 :00 p.m. on weekends. Mem­
bers may reserve time in advance. 

The owners of the CENTER 
COURTS , Mike McClelland and 
Gary Gullette , poin ted out that rac­
quetball is the fastest grow ing 
sport in America today . The game 
is the easiest of all racquet sports 
to pick up quic kly; provides good 

. exercise and may be playe d by 
men , women and children. 

Fourth S~minar-Meeting 
National Court Clubs Association 
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June 21-23, 1975 

The new Stapleton Plaza - Denver 
- and Athletic Center 

Fu II details: Mort Leve, NCCA, 4101 Dempster st., 

Skokie, IL 60076 Area Code 312. 673 4000. 
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Three In A Row For Joe 

In Wisconsin State Tourney 

By Bob Keenan 

For the third consecutive year 
Joe Wirkus captured the Wiscon­
sin state singles racquetball title , 
this time at the recently-completed 
Western Racquet Club of Green 
Bay . Combining six indoor tennis 
courts , five racquetball /handball 
courts plus a cocktail lounge and 
grille, this facility made ideal sur­
roundings for the annual event. 
Two of the five courts feature full 
glass back walls with seating 
capacity of 300 . 

The three day event drew 75 of 
Wisconsin 's finest players in three 
classes, -Open, Seniors and Mas­
ters . A full 32 field draw in the open 
made Wirkus work extremely hard 
for his unprecedented title. Sec­
ond round action saw Joe pushed 
to three games by improved Cary 
Nusslock of Milwaukee . In the 
semi's Wirkus topped Bill Harper, 
Eau Claire and in the lower bracket 
second seeded Galen Johnson, 
Green Bay bested Tom Wirkus, 
Joe's brother , from Fond du Lac . 

Thus the stage was set for the 
Wirkus-Johnson .showdown for the 
crown , - a match pitting two dou­
bles partners against one another. 
With Johnson ha i ling from Green 
Bay , the home town fans really 
turned out to cheer him on , filling 
the courts to capacity. The match 
was scheduled for 2 p.m . and by 1 
p .m . all seats were sold (at $1 .00 
per head) plus four deep standing 
room only . 

Responding to the local encour­
agement Johnson raced to an early 
12-2 first game lead and captured 
game one 21-11 . Wirkus was under 
pressure to win the second game , 
which he did in overwhelming fash­
ion, 21-6. 

Game three was a barn burner 
with both p layers playing ex­
tremely hard to 12-12 . Both had 
used two time-outs at this point. 
Johnson then ran four straight to 
16-12 with the crowd, now sensing 
a home town victory, applauding 
wildly with each point. 
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After taking a time out at this 
juncture , Wirkus came back and 
tied the score at 16-al l. Johnson 
took it to 18-16 and Wi rkus came 
back to 18-18 , where Johnson used 
th is third and final time out. Both 
players were extremely fat igued at 
this po int and were tak ing as much 
time as possible between serves . 
Wirkus then tallied two more fo r 
20-18, lost service, came back in 
again .and ta l lied number 21 for the 
title. Total match time : two hours , 
20 minutes! 

In the seniors event it was the 
former two t ime state champ Dan 
Trost, revenging an ear li er tour­
nament loss, by defeating fellow 
Milwaukeean Joe Car ini 21-14 , 
21-15 . 

In the Masters finals, Jim White 
and John Fazio , reign ing National 
Masters Doubles champs, met 
each other with White coming out 
on top 17-21, 21-9, 21-10. 

Third place in the open went to 
Harper, who defeated Tom Wirkus . 

Th i rd place in the seniors to Bill 
Jukich , Milwaukee ove r Ge rr y Hoff 
and third plac e Masters to Green 
Bay 's Chuck Aust in over Fred Vet­
ter , Milwau ke e. 

A new concep t i n co nso lat ion 
play was attemp ted w it h ex cel len t 
results. A ll f ir st and se cond round 
losers we re placed in the consola­
tion b racket. Th is made for a 
tough er than usu al consolat ion 
round . The w inn er in open conso­
lat ion was Den nis Olson , who de­
feated Bob Keenan . Sen iors conso­
lat ion went to Fr'ank Klode and 
Masters consolation to Hank 
Krause . 

A special thanks must be paid to 
Western Racqu et Club manager 
Gary Luebke . He acted as Tourna­
ment Director and f loor manage r 
for the three day event and wor ked 
extremely ha rd during and pr ior to 
the tourney . A special thanks to 
Gary 's beaut iful assistants beh ind 
the counter, - Mary Truttm ann 
and Kathy Austin . 
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NATIONAL RACQUETBALL SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 

I Please include a NATIONAL 
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RACQUETBALL label to insure 
prompt service whenever you 

I write about your subscription . 
I 
I 
I MAIL TO : N.R.C. , 410 l Dempster 
j Street , Skokie , Illino is 60076 . 

I 
I TO SUBSCRIBE mail this form with 
I you r payment. 
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I SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 

Planning a move? 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
attach label here 

If you 're mov ing , pleas e let us know five we eks 
before changing your addr ess . Place magaz ine 
address label her e, print your new add re ss below . 
If you hove o quest ion about you r subscr iption , 
place your magazine addr ess label here and clip 
th is form lo your le tt er. 
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a ddress 
I United States , Canada and U . S. 
I Possessions, 1 yr . $3 .00 ; 3 Yrs . 
I $7.00 . All other subscriptions -
I 1 yr . $4 .00 ; 3 yrs. $10 .00. city stoto zip code I 
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., Use For Split Balls 

Dear Editor : 
This is in response to the letter by Nancy Stein­

bacher in the December issue concern ing waste of 
damaged racquetballs. She will be pleased to know 
that I have found an excellent use for these in my 
surgical practice. I give them to patients who have 
had hand surgery or some type of wrist or arm prob­
lem requiring hand exercises. The intact ball is too 
difficult to squeeze for a painful hand, whereas one 
that has been ruptured has the right amount of give 
to allow the fingers to flex completely. Of course 
those that are nearly split in half, unfortunately usu­
ally by some of my opponents on the racquetball 
court, are not useful in this regard . However, my dog 
does like to chew on these . 

The used beer cans which she mentioned might 
also be used for squeezing exercises, but I am afraid 
not by my patients . 

Hal E. Houston, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
Murray, Kentucky 42071 

P.S. Would you please tell me if my subscr iption is 
current? I thoroughly enjoy the magazine and hope 
that the association grows as I am sure it w i ll. 

Strom Fan 

Gentlemen : 
As president of our racquetball association, I 

would like to take you up on your offer of a free rule 
book as advertised in the December issue of Na­
tional Racquetball . You may send it to me at the As­
sociation's address . 

I really enjoyed the December issue of the maga­
zine and particularly enjoyed reading the writeups 
about Ron Strom . Being from Minnesota, I know 
Ron and have watched him play at a number of tour­
naments in Minnesota including last year's Minne­
sota championship match against Schmidtke . Hav­
ing also played against Schmidtke myself in that 
same tournament and having been lucky to walk off 
the court alive, I was rooting like hell for Ron . 

Thank you very much . 
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J . William Cragun, 
Redwood Falls, MN 

DlEAIR lEIDl'I<O.IR: 

.... now that I have your attention .... 

Grateful Handballer 

Dear Chuck : 
My name is Bud Yates, a long time member of the 

U.S . Handball Association and proud of it! 
Enclosed is my check and application for a three 

year gift subscription to the N.R.C . and NATIONAL 
RACQUETBALL for Dr. D_B_ Miller an orthopedic 
surgeon to whom I am very grateful. Dr. Miller, only 
last month removed a medial meniscus from my 
knee . He has been very helpful and concerned with 
my case in order to get me back into the courts as 
soon as possible . 

I first met Dr . Mil ler in the handball court a few 
years ago but because of his promising career as an 
orthopedic surgeon he switched to racquetball to 
lessen the danger of injuring his hands . He is a very 
avid and dedicated player and I' m sure he will enjoy 
your publication. I received a complimentary copy in 
September and was glad I did as it had excellent 
articles on various injuries one of which was my 
particular problem. 

Since Dr. Miller has been so super I would like his 
subscription to begin immediately and, if at all pos­
sible, could you send him the past issues from Sep­
tember '74 on? 

Well , I seem to have gotten carried away with this 
pen. Keep up the good work in both the U.S.H.A. and 
N.R.C. If you see Dr . Steve August in your travels tell 
h im I said hello . 

Bud Yates 
Warren, Mich igan 

Thanks R. W.K. 

Dear Mr . Kendler: 
I would like to take th is time to thank you for all 

that you have done for me and the whole racquetball 
tour this year. 

Racquetb al l is a great sport and you yourself have 
been responsible for the tremendous growth of it. 
With you at its head , racquetball is destined to be­
come as big as tennis and golf . 

Once again, I would like to thank you for giving me 
this chance. 

Richard Wagner 
San Diego 
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In The Beginning • • • 

By Steve Keeley ' ... ltd God dubbed ~s Breh~c-+c-u-ol wonder 
And the earth was without 

form and a basic zilch before the 
great creation . During this era of 
nothingness the world was com­
posed solely of concrete and 
space, and God was not getting off 
on the idea of such a blah omnipo­
tence. So He said, "Let there be a 
firmament in the midst of this vast 
void," and lo , suddenly there stood 
a hollow superstructure measuring 
20 feet in height, and twice as long 
as high, and half as wide as long. 
And God dubbed His architectural 
wonder a cement chicken coop, 
but upon deeper inner searching 
deemed this far too funky a name 
and thereby called it more simply, 
- a racquetball court. 

8 ' Cem~t o'nic\Cvn Cou.Jr:i' . " 

. . . And the spirit of the Almighty 
dwelt somewhat glumly in each of 
the four court corners as the morn­
ing became evening and the even­
ing morning . It was on the second 
day that God began harboring feel­
ings of foolishness at hanging out 
within th is great concrete box and 
therefore said, "Let there be red 
lines down here, and ventilation 
up there with a minimum air flow 

of 600 cubic litres per turn of the 
hourglass. And, by God, let there 
be satisfactory light within this 
firmament ." And it was so. 

. . . And again the night fell and 
the sun dissipated the darkness 
and it was the third day and still 
little action . Soon thereafter God 
gathered the dust from the corners 
and the cobwebs from the ceiling . 
He snapped His fingers expertly 
and said in a deep voice, 
"ABRAKADABRA!" Whereupon 
the seas rose and the seas fell and 
everywhere the thunder applauded 

11 
••• Which he ~nallf sancbPied 
~ one w~ or ten _9ame.~ 
or w\-iichever Cometk +:irsl. , . the lightning. The emptiness in-

0'> stantly yielded a peculiarly shaped 
7) instrument of jet-age fiber glass 
~ and nylon . And God spoke again, 
r/s "Behold!" And from the nothing-

?'. J,, 0-. ness there appeared a hollow rub-
0 .-{ ,/ ti- ~

1 
1) ber sphere which bounced once 

ti-- --Y j-, . .. bounced twice ... and broke 
;-. f ~ into two. And God said , "this is not 

A--. 1 ~ good." 
1· 1 1,

1 
• • • And the sun rose and fell 

,-f,i 'v 1- ~ /J twicefold more and it was on the 
,J: 'Y, I: :1 fifth day that the Lord came up with 

;/:: -ff a divinely round ball which He per-

O,('►"i--.·· ~ sonally sanctified for one week or 
,, 'I 1 · •·":; 10 games, whichever cometh first. 

~-. I . . . And still loneliness lingered 
'J heavily within the heavenly facility. 
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Thereupon on the sixth day God 
got it all together and conjured up 
an upright beast of bone and 
b lood , having appos ing thumbs 
and forefingers and this entity took 
the fiber glass and nylon innova­
tion into a hand and smote the rub­
ber sphere again and again . As a 
second thought He created also a 
second being to position itself 
upon its two appendages with in 
the same slice of Heaven . The two 
creations took turns smoting and 
God saw that it was good . 

. .. And the Master Workman saw 
everyth ing He had made and knew 
it was very , very b ig stuff . 

. . . And He issued forth a procla­
mation, speaking in simple words 
and parables . And He uttered , 
"Hark, my earthly images. There 
will soon come the day when I 
shall send forth my offspring to 
walk upon the hallowed hard­
wood. He shall reek of holiness 
and all shall revere Him piously. 
For my kid cometh to show you the 
strokes and the way of the court. 
He shall give forth numerous 
donuts and strike abundant freak 
balls and perform other miracles 

To next page 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 



In The 
Beginning 

of Heavenly goodness. His spirit 
shall pervade the court realm and 
His will be done even as the lion 
rules unchallenged as Lord of the 
jungles. Like a tree shall he be! He 
shall be hairy and sturdy as the 
moss-covered trunk, fleet as the 
zephyrs parting the branches and 
~tealthy as the vegetation creep­
ing amongst the tree 's roots. Be­
hold! This coming shall be an oak 
among saplings and thou shalt 
call him, SEROT! 

Thus the court and players and 
proclamation were finished and it 
was the a.m . and p.m . of the 
seventh day when God blessed all 
whi_ch ~~ had ~rought into being, 
saying , Let this racquet multiply 
fruitfully across the earth from 
this generation forth." 

.. . And it was so . . . 

Can You Think 

Of A Better 

Pla ce To Play ? 

From page 4 

Bob Kendler, now more than ever . 
The sport needs a strong guiding 
hand, an astute businessman to ac­
tively head the game's most ag­
gressive and dynamic organiza­
tions . Mr . Kendler is that man . 

Why does this man continue to 
work 18 hours a day? Why does he 
continue to invest his hard earned 
dollars into a sport he has never 
played? Why does he continue to 
take THE MOST ACTIVE part in 
racquetball's growth? He neither 
asks, nor expects , nor needs finan­
cial rewards . Why then? 

Because he loves racquetball. 
He loves the people. He loves the 
competition . He loves the players. 
Bob Kendler may never make a 
nickel profit in racquetball. He 
couldn't care less, because he is 
laying the groundwork in the infant 
years for the game that wi II become 
the darling of the American sports 
scene. And he knows it. 

What then, does he want? Sim­
ply, nothing . If one pro player were 
to walk up to him and say, " Thank 
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would be enough . you, Bob , for giving me this oppor­
tunity ," it wou Id be enough. If one 
amateur player were to walk up to 
him and say, " Keep going , Bob, I 
believe in what you 're doing ," it 

And even though I don 't think it is 
enough, I would like to say it any­
how . 

" Thank you, Bob ." 

Need A Rule Book ? 

The new U.S. Racquetball Association- ational Racquetball 
Club rule book is now available free of charge to all U.S.R.A. 
members and National Racquetball Magazine subscribers. 

Just fill out the coupon below and we 'll send you a rule book . No 
strings attached. Limit one per person. 

-----------------------------------------------........ --------------------------........ -

Name 

Addre ss 

City _______ State __ _ ___ Zip ____ _ 
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A Way To 

Stay Loose 

Reprinted with permission of Runner 's World . 

By Patrick Ritchen R.P.T . Then , with your eyes closed and 

Ritchen is a Registered Physi­
cal Therapist in the Bronx, N.Y. 

While participating in and ob­
serving athletics for most of my life, 
I have seen many ways of warming 
or loosening up . The majority of 
these methods are improperly per­
formed and are contributing to 
hurting the competitor rather than 
helping him. Although he may feel 
looser due to increased blood flow 
to the muscles involved in the 
warmup , physiologically and 
biomechanically he may be sowing 
the seeds of disaster in the form of 
a pulled muscle. 

As a physical therapist , I have 
become intimately involved in the 
workings of the body 's musculo­
skeletal system . In order to make 
the system work most effectively, 
two rules must be kept in mind . 

1 . A muscle works best when it 
is at its maximum length. To use an 
analogy : a rubber band will snap 
the hardest when stretched to its 
maximum . Therefore, a long, 
properly stretched muscle will be 
more efficient - producing more 
power - than a shortened muscle . 

2 . Stretching a muscle properly 
cannot be done by bobbing or 
quick motions , in any direction . 
Quick motions, such as crossing 
ankles and bobbing to touch toes, 
actually promotes tightness. 

As an example of how these 
quick motions can be harmful to 
you, as an athlete , try this experi­
ment. Close your eyes. Place your 
elbow on a table with your arm up 
at 90 degrees, palm toward your 
face . Have someone grasp your 
hand while your eyes are closed . 
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your partner not tell i ng you, have 
him pull your hand quickly down­
ward, extending your arm flat. ThP 
reflexes in the bicep inhibit the 
movement downward and you de­
velop a reflex contraction of the 
biceps as it is being forcefully 
stretched. 

Why does this happen? In the 
muscles of your body, there is a 
sensor system wh ich reacts to 
sudden stretch . The muscle spin­
dle, a macroscopic structure dis­
tributed widely in the muscles of 

RUNNER ' S WORLD 
Written by runners, for 

runners , a bout runners . 
Runn er's World will help 
you get into the joys of run­
ning , whether you ' re in seri­
ous training or running for 
fun and fitness. A monthly 
publication. 

( ) $7 .00 one year 
( ) $13.00 two year s 
For further information 

write , Runner's W orLd , 
World Publications, Box 
366, Mountain View , CA 
94040. 

the body, facilitates contraction or 
shortening when muscles are 
" jerked" or overloaded qui~kly . If _a 
muscle is stretched too quickly, It 
begins to reflexively contract to 
take up the load. 

Another example . Someone 
hands you a stack of books in 
which you visually underestimate 
the weight. Your arms begin to 
stretch under the weight but the 
biceps reflexly contract to support 
the load . (There is also a sensor 
system in the tendons which re­
flexly inhibits any muscular con­
traction if the muscle is so over ­
loaded that it would be impossible 
to hold the load by the muscle 's 
interpretation . This is a safety de­
vice to avoid injury .) 

How does this relate to bobb ing? 
Each time you bob downward -
again using the crossed ankles, 
hamstring stretch as an example -
the hamstrings are stretched 
rapidly as you touch your hands to 
the ground , therefore being en ­
couraged physiologically to 
contract. 

Through my work and participa­
tion in athletics , I have been in­
terested in proper muscle stretch­
ing techniques for a number of 
years . My interest was per­
sonalized , however , when mara­
thon runner Dr . Norbert Sander 
asked me to suggest some use­
ful exercises for his chronic ham­
string soreness. (Dr. Sander, in ad­
dition to being one of the New York 
areas 's outstanding runners , was 
the first person to turn me on to 
competitive running after years of 
casual jogging.) 

My wife (also a physical 
therapist) and I decided to do a 
complete evaluation of his com­
plaints , which alternated betwe~n 
his hamstring and low-back pain . 
Sitting on the floor with his legs 
outstretched, he could not touch 
the middle of his shins! Over years 
of competit ive running , without 
proper flexibility exercises , he h~d 
developed immense tightness I_n 
his low back and hamstrings . This 
severely limited his ability to stay 
loose throughout a race , especially 
in races over 10 miles . 

The low back is often ignored in 
the runner 's warmup as well as 
many other sports . A little bending 
and leaning side-to-side is the 
most I have ever seen most athletes 

To page 49 
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Assume this position, attempting 
to bring knees next to ears . Do 
not bounce! Sharp pain may be 
felt in sacral area. If unable to 
bear this pain ( which increases as 
long-dormant muscles are stretched) 
bring legs up to position of 
tolerance. Then lower legs again. 
Continue to do exercises until 
knees can be rested next t·o temples 
or lower without pain. 

Keeping knees straight, slowly lower 
lower feet to floor. Initially this 
is very hard . Lower feet as much 
as possible, forcing knees to be 
straight. Count to 10, left feet , 
still keeping knees straight, to a 
more tolerable position. 

Lower again . Goals are relative 
but you should work until legs are 
able to be parallel to the floor for 
at least one minute before going 
on . Ultimately you should be able 
to accomplish the position above. 
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A Way to Stay Loose 

Roll knees to side keeping shoul­
ders on the floor . Hold to a count 
of 10. Reverse. At least five times 
to each side . Contract the trunk 
muscles forcibly when knees reach 
the mat as if you were attempting 
to rotate into the mat , keeping 
shoulders flat. 

With quads tight , sit far forward 
and bring feet up and down . The 
trick is to keep knees straight. 
Thirty times. Then try to hold 
foot in the "up" position for a 
count of 15 . Repeat three times. 

Grasping the balls of the feet 
with palms and keeping knees 
straight, lean over and hold your 
position as far forward as possible. 
Count to 20 . Return to a more 
upright position if too uncom­
fortable . Bend forward without 
bobbing! Try to hold the posi­
tion for longer than 20 counts . 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 



Resting on one knee, gradually 
slide the opposite foot away from 
center until groin area is stretched . 
Hold position of maximum stretch 
for at least a minute for each leg. 
Repeat three times. Guard self by 
leaning forward with hands on .mat. 

Grabbing ankle, lean back on the 
opposite hand and bend knee as 
far as tolerated. Then slowly force 
hip forward, stretching the front 
of the thigh. Hold for 10 seconds. 
Repeat five times with each leg. 

Place back of foot on a high rest­
ing spot and lean forward. Knees 
must be straight and no bouncing. 
Hold for 30 seconds with each 
leg, then reverse legs. Try to in­
crease your bend with each repe­
tition of the exercise, and also in­
crease the amount of time you 
hold the position. At least five 
repetitions with each leg. (As an 
extra, try to bring the foot up 
while you are bent over maximally 
without bending the knees.) • 
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First Ohio State 

Draws 150 Entrants 

For the first time on a state level 
the Ohio Racquetball Association 
held a tournament with competi­
tion in nine divisions: open mens' 
singles, open mens' doubles, 
senior mens' singles, masters 
mens ' singles, college mens' sin­
gles, junior boys' singles, college 
ladies ' singles, open ladies singles , 
and open ladies' doubles. There 
were over 150 entries for the tour­
nament held at the new $9 million 
dollar, eight court, physical educa­
tion center at Cleveland State Uni­
versity, Cleveland, Ohio on De­
cember 13, 14, 15. 

Many excellent doubles matches 
preceded the final match . Hiudt 
and Abrams defeated Mike An­
zalone and Angelo Vecchio in 
three games 21-7, 17-21, 21-15. In 
the other semifinal Davis and Soble 
defeated Ken Mitchell and Dale 
Scheutzow 21-8, 21-11 . 

The results of the other divisions 
were as follows: 

Open Men's Singles: 1. Robbie 
Abrams, 2. Mark Hiudt, 3. Jerry 
Davis, 4. Jack Soble . 

Senior Men 's Singles: 1. Ken 
Mitchell, 2. Terry Taylor, 3. Ron 

Colwell, 4 . Don Nelson . 
Masters Men's Singles : 1. John 

Leech, 2 . Gerry Lapierre, 3. Dr. Matt 
Biscotti , 4. Dr . Pat Deighan. 

College Men's Singles: 1. Dave 
Knecht, 2. Jeff Grelson, 3. Robert 
DeJulius, 4 . Mike Hoagland. 

Junior Boy's Singles: 1. Scott 
Brown, 2. Steve Holland, 3. Lee 
Vantrease, 4. Jim Kickham. 

College Ladies Singles : 1. Joan 
Stevens, 2. Karen Savo!, 3. Carolyn 
Miller, 4. Diane Pollack. 

Open Ladies Singles : 1. Cookie 
Wachtel, 2 . Bobbie Bricker, 3. Joan 
Dorkoff, 4 . Kathy Cabot . 

Open Ladies Doubles: 1. Bobbie 
Bricker-Joan Dorkoff , 2. Barbara 
Beal-Edith Peterson, 3 . Myrna 
Baltzell-Joyce Dugavich , 4. Caro­
lyn Miller-Sue Ziegler . 

lmpresive young players that did 
not make the semifinals of the 
open men 's singles were Kevin 
Deighan, Dan Clifford , Art Divall 
and Clark Pittman who extended 

To page 49 
There were many outstanding 

matches in all divisions, up to and 
including the finals, which make it 
too lengthy to report on each one . 
However, the most outstanding 
match was the final Open Men's 
Doubles. 

Greater Use Of Plastic 

Aiding Racquetballers 
In a fantastic three game match 

Robbie Abrams and Mark Hiudt, 
Cincinnati, defeated Jerry Davis 
and Jack Soble , Cleveland . The 
match was so well played it was 
unfortunate that one team had to 
lose. The games featured tre­
mendously long . volleys, impossi­
ble gets and digs and powerful 
kills. The referee had to insist that 
Hiudt take an injury time out to put 
bandages on floor burns that were 
bleeding from diving after so many 
shots. Davis too was playing with a 
hand badly swollen from diving for 
a shot. It was amazing that he was 
able to finish the match. The scores 
were 18-21, 21-18, 21-14. All 
players received a long round of 
applause from the gallery after the 
oustanding match. Abrams con­
stantly amazed the gallery with his 
quickness and powerful backhand 
kill shots . Hiudt was a master at 
keeping the ball in play by digging 
out impossible shots. Davis and 
Soble countered time after time 
with bottom board kill shots. The 
match started at 3:00 P.M. on Sun­
day and was not over until after 
6:00 P.M. 
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NOTE: This is the first in a series 
of articles concerning racquetball 
equipment. The series is de­
signed so that the consumer may 
be more aware of manufacturing 
techniques, new trends and tech­
nical advancement. 

The satisfactory development of 
the plastic racquet for racquetball 
has been welcomed by most of the 
sport 's leading players who main­
tain that they can experience better 
"feel" and "touch" with plastic 
than the old wooden framed rac­
quets. 

Furthermore, the use of plastic 
allows for a more customized rac­
quet, produced to greater personal 
specifications involving weight 
and flex. Manufacturers are able to 
control the fiber-filler ratio of the 
plastic to deliver the exact weight 
and stiffness requested for a given 
racquet. 

By altering the fiber content of 
the plastic, manufacturers are able 
to produce racquets uniformly cus­
tomized as to weight and stiffness, 
a process that is not practical with 
aluminum. And the more per-

sonalized the flex, the faster rac­
quet speed possible. 

The better " feel " and. " touch " 
players credit to plastic partly is the 
consequence of a superior "damp­
ening " effect at contact. Metal 
racquets vocalize the hit , where 
plastic is able to smother the sound 
thereby producing a truer reading 
of shot execution. 

But the successful use of plastic 
demands the high~st possible 
standard of manufacturing con­
trol , and there are several condi­
tions that if not fully met result in a 
product whose performance is 
sub-standard. 

As with any other material , there 
are degrees of quality in plastic. 
Not all grades of nylon and glass 
plastic fibers used are completely 
satisfactory for racquet construc­
tion and the manufacturing proc­
ess also requires the adding of 
waxes and lubricants as well as 
pigments for color. 

So delicate is each step and so 
necessary is each for the finished 

To page 51 
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World's No. 1 Y To Add Eight Courts 

Frampton Panels Chosen For New Courts; 
Will Include First Full Front Wall Glass 

Northwest Suburban YMCA in the 
Chicago suburb of Des Plaines is the 
world ' s largest membership fac i lity 
with approximately 24,000 members. 
And , by the end of th is year it should 
also boast having the largest number 
of four-wall courts under one roof -
16! 

Now planned are an additional eight 
courts that will include a radical inno­
vation of one court with a FULL GLASS 
FRONT WALL. This has long been a 
dream of USRA President Bob Kendler , 
who feels that the real " agony and ecs­
tasy of the game can on ly be witnessed 
by v iewing right into the front of the 
players ". 

Chuck McClellan , general secretary 
of the Y, and for years an active propo­
nent of the game, is " sold " on the 
Frampton Court Systems and wi ll use 
the i r maintenance-free panels on all 
the new courts . 

When it became necessary to refur­
bish one of the existing courts last year 
the Frampton panels were placed i n 
the front wall and the comment now is : 
sound "excellent "; playability " per­
fect " . 

D.B. Frampton rebui lt thi s front wall , 
using some exclusive and unique 
technique s to prepare the old wall be­
fore the new surface , a Frampton 
F-62-SP panels , developed by D.B . 
Frampton & Co . and U.S. Gypsum Co . 
were used in this case for court repair . 

After the front wa l l was insta ll ed 
sound tests that duplicated the previ­
ous tests were run. In the opinion of the 
sound eng ineers, the management of 
the Northwest Suburban Y, and the all­
important players themselves, the re­
sults were entirely satisfac tory . 

Similar tests, using a rubber sling to 
propel handballs, racquetballs, and 
squash balls were performed on the 
courts and the tests showed that courts 
built with Frampton panels outper­
formed conventional plaster courts in 
almost every case . 

These tests are good examples of the 
typ e of research that has gone into the 
perfection of Frampton court systems . 
The panels are fabricated from 
specially -formulated phenolic r~sins 
and are virtually impervious to damage 
under normal playing condit ions . They 
are dimensiona l ly stable and warp­
resistant and virtually impervious to 
mo isture. They can be applied Direct to 
Masonry, Furred Stee l Studs , or Free 
Standing. The Frampton Company 
also offers engineering and construc­
tion assistance, and help with lighting 
and climate control. 
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D. B. FRAMPTON (I), owner of tire co mpan y t/rat /ras don e extensive resea rc/r in 
producing an ideal g uarant ee d for "life of tire building" wall panel . .. wit/r USRA 
Presid ent B ob Kendl er. 

In s tallati on of panels we re mad e 10 rem edy a da111agedfro111 wa ll 011 one of t/re co urt s 
at tire N orth wes t Suburban YMCA. Tire s ub seq uent success of r/risj ob led to use of 
tire pa ne ls in tire additional co urt s. 
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The Name Of The Game 

Is P-A-T-1-E-N-C-E 

Nineteen-year-old Steve Serot has learned that lesson well, and now 
he tells you how you can play better by putting patience in your game . 

By Steve Serot 

The purpose of this article is to 
explain why patience in racquet­
ball is so important. In the past 
when I was 13-18 years old I didn't 
understand percentage racquet­
ball. I had previously used pure 
physical power to overcome an 
opponent's ability, to set up and to 
kill the " plum " balls . L recently 
realized that my physical ability to 
hit the " photon" was not enough to 
win a tournament against other top 
players . 

I would get myself into situations 
where I would "flail" the ball from 
any position on the court as hard as 
I could. I didn 't care what position I 
was in nor what position my oppo­
nent was in when I hit the ball. I just 
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teed it up and whaled for bottom 
board . 

Reaching the semi-finals was all I 
could expect from this style of play . 
Learning the hard way by continu­
ally collecting second, and third 
place trophies prompted me to 
learn patience and percentage 
racquetball. 

It is my firm belief that after 10 
years of experience in racquetball 
that patience is the key to success. 

For this article I have assumed 
that the reader knows what a kill 
shot is and knows how to hit one, 
-the problem being you just don 't 
know when the percentages are 
right for the kill. The kill shot is the 
ultimate offensive weapon, but it's 
not the only shot in the game . I 
used to think it was! I tried to kill 
every ball I could get my racquet 

·1 <.fB~ 
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on. I recently learned (after 10 years 
of frustration) that playing a c~>n­
servative ceiling ball and passing 
game , waiting for the percentage 
set-up shot , is much more eff~c­
tive. Hence , patience started win­
ning for me . 

Learning patience takes a lot of 
practice . Practice takes a ~ot of 
patience . Together they give a 
player confidence in his or her 
game . What then, should yo~ prac­
tice to gain that confidence 1n your 
kill shot , to allow you to make the 
shot when the opportunity arises? 

i pract ice the drop and kill. Stand 
one arms length away from either 
the forehand or backhand wall at 
the short line . Face the side wall 
nearest you , and drop the ball six 
inches ahead of your front foot. 
Wait for the ball to come down to 
below knee level and take your 
normal swing, aiming for the 
nearest front wall corner. Move 
back to mid-court and do the same 
thing, then move back to the back 
wall and drop and kill in the nearest 
front wall corner . 

Next I practice the set-up and k! 11. 
In this exercise I hit the ball softly at 
the front wall. On the rebound I let 
it bounce and drop to below my 
knees and kill it in the nearest 
corner. This can be done from 
anywhere on the court. 

For off-the-back-wall kills hit the 
set up shot hard enough to come 
off the back wall , let the ball drop 
below knee level ahead of the lead 
toot and kill it in the nearest front 
wall corner . Keeping your eyes on 
the ball is very important when ex­
ecuting the back wall kill. Eye con­
tact with the ball is important on all 
shots. 

Practice these three shots, fore 
and backhand at least 250-500 
shots each per week and you w! 11 
soon have confidence in your kill 
shot. 

One of the by-laws of percentage 
racquetball is, - 95 per cent of the 
time shoot a set-up in the nearest 
corner . But if you can't kill the ball 
in practice, you ' ll never kill it in a 
game . Don't force your kill shot, 
wait for the set-up you know you 
can kill. That takes patience! 

Patience pays off as Serot ac­
cepts check for fir s t place in Au­
rora Pro-Am . 
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The racquetballs be ing used 
today are very fast, causing more 
errors and resulting in more set­
ups than the old, dead balls. It's a 
tough ball to kill because of its live­
liness. It's also easier to keep in 
play longer because it tends to 
come off the back wall more often . 

Once the ball is in play, don't wait 
too long to attempt your kill, - if 
you do your opponent will kill it 
first. Don't be discourag ed if your 
opponent covers one of your kill 
shots . More often than not , a per­
centage kill shot attempt on your 
part will keep your opponent off 
balance enough so he or she will 
not be able to make an effective 
re-kill. When a player is off balance 
it is very tough to hit a percentage 
shot. In other words, when you are 
lying on the floor, falling back ­
wards, stepping on your feet or 
racquet, DON 'T TRY AND KILL THE 
BALL!! Go for a defensive shot, i.e., 
ceiling ball or cross court pass . 

When serving one must also be 
patient. The server, for the only 
time in a rally, has complete con­
trol over where the ball goes. There 
are very few aces in racquetball , 

due mainly to the size and high 
bounce of the ball. I prefer to force 
my opponent to return my serve 
with a ceiling ball , and I do that by 
hitting a serve that comes to him 
chest high. The result is a ceiling 
ball rally until one comes up short,. 
or otf the back wall which is more 
common with the fast balls . A short 
ceiling ball is e?sier to kill than a 
ceiling ball that comes off the back 
wall. But no matter which one you 
go for, don't force a chest-high kill 
shot. If you do, it will probably hit 
the front wall chest high . If you 
don 't have enough room to let the 
ball drop to below knee level, don't 
try to kill it, -go back to the ceiling 
until you get a bette r shot. This 
style of play will provoke the non­
patient player into taking the low 
percentage shots, - turning the 
tables in your favor. 

The same theories apply when 
receiving the serve . Patience 
means not trying to kill every serve . 
Hit the ceiling return unless the 
server is forced out of center court 
by a bad serve . In that case, shoot 
away ! 

Charlie Brumfield is called by 

many the smartest player in rac­
quetball. In his early years of play­
ing Charlie could literally kill any 
ball he could see . His anticipation 
and quickness in setting up for the 
kill shot was so overwhelming that 
nobody could come close to beat­
ing him . In the last two years the 
speed of the ball has increased 
enough to off-set Charlie's ability 
to set-up so quickly and kill the 
ball. Consequently Charlie has 
now gone to a more patient style of 
play . 

This is not to imply that Charlie 
changed his game only because of 
the speed of the ball. He had to 
change his style because other 
players caught up to him in the abil­
ity to kill the ball and to cover the 
kill attempts. Brumfield now plays 
a much more patient game, waiting 
for the higher percentage shot. 

Throughout my career in rac­
quetball I have gained confidence 
in waiting for the percentage shot. I 
hope this article explains clearly to 
players, from novice to pro, why 
percentage racquetball has led me 
to victory and will eventually win 
for you. 

Leach Racquetball Racquets 

COURT TESTED 
LIGHTING 
LAYOUTS 

Approved Fluorescent 
Handball Fixtures 
Designed, Engineered 
& Manufactured by 
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MORRIS KURTZON, INC . 
1420 So uth Talm an Avenu e 
Chi ca go , Illino is 60608 
Tel ephon e (312) 277-2121 

David Koch 
Hank Maday 

In Stock merchandise . . . Wholesale on request 

SWINGER & LITTLE SWINGER 
One c-tce cons1rucuon 

oonu,ne lulll<r i,,p S19.00 

BANDIOO & LITTLE BANDIOO 
A gru1 racquet lo, cornpet,10<s 

of evtry c.i•,t,er S25.0D 

STEVE SEROT • S27.75 

R. B. E... S12.95 

CARBON SWINGER • • • • • • • • S30.00 

...: 

Racquetball Trophies at 

MAG I- ALUMINUM RACKET 
Top new Jlum,num rJckel S30.00 

LEACH EAGLE 
-ALUMIHUM RACKET SI 5.00 

SUMCO 559 BALLS . . . .S14.50/Doz. 

GLOVES 
Lett or r,ght • • . • . . SJ .00 each 

WRIT E OR CALL 
FOR 

197 5 CA T ALOG 

better than wholesale prices 

Sports Awards Co. 
4351 N MILWAUKEE AVE CHICAGO. ILL AC 312/282 8060 
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There's Plenty of Time 

- If You're A Youngster 
The youngest member of the pro tour, 17-year-old Marty Hogan gives a few pointers to players of all ages on 

many aspects of the game . To see how he views racquetball, read on. 

By Marty Hogan 

Racquetball is a great game 
mainly because it offers great ex­
ercise in a short period of time . 
This article will deal , however, with 
that player who wants to get more 
out of racquetball than just exer­
cise, -the competitive racquetbal­
ler. 

In order to play competitively 
one has to do more than just go out 
and hit the ball around . Effective 

shots have to be developed, ones 
that can be h i t consistently . 
Through this article I hope I can 
help your game in some spots 
where it needs improvement. Each 
area of discussion , if a weakness in 
your game , can cause you to lose 
matches you might otherwise have 
won . 

Conditioning 
Conditioning is one good means 

of winnfng . If you are like most 
players , you're in the once or twice 

Hog an' s int ense conc entr ation , amazing for his age, z ero es in on a 
ceiling r eturn . 
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a week play - racquetball-socially 
category. You count your two 
hours on the court as " being in 
shape ." Forget it. You are not in 
competitive shape . Since there is a 
major tournament only a few 
weeks away , how then , do you get 
in good racqu etball shape in a 
short period? 

You do not have to immediate ly 
start running 10 miles a day , (if you 
could you 'd already be in super 
shape .) The best source of getting 
into shape and do ing it qu ickly 
would be wind sprints, which do 
much more than aid your on -the ­
court stamina . 

Wind sprints make you quicker 
on the court, and build strength 
and stamina in your legs . But don 't 
take this advice and go outside 
immediate ly sprinting as fast as 
you can . Start off slowly , - run ­
ning 20 yards at a fair pace , then 
walking 20 yards . Gradually build 
up your speed and increa se your 
yardage to 30 and then 40 yards . 
Don ' t forget to walk in between 
your sprints , because th e stopping 
and starting is the thing that will 
help you the most wh en you ' re on 
the court. 

I am not saying that jogg i ng 
three miles a day won 't get you in 
shape . It will. But it will take a cou­
ple of we eks before you ' re in good 
shape , and then it will not be rac­
quetball shape. Running sprint s 
will make you much qui cker on th e 
court as we ll as allowin g you to last 
a lot longer . You ' ll find that sprints 
will allow you to reach ball s you 
used to think w ere unr each abl e. 

Your legs play a very import ant 
part in your winning a racquetb a ll 
gam e, especially a tough one . Your 
leg s take a beating , wh ether or not 
you are the victim of a waffl e- leg o r 
a few rainbows from wh ere your 
oppon ent hit you with th e ball. Th e 
stronger they are, th e bett er you 
will be able to surviv e th ese, plu s 
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the natural enemies of the legs, -
cramps . 

Sprints, jogging, weightlifting, 
and plain old running will keep 
your legs in pretty good shape. 
When preparing for a match do a 
lot of stretching exercises to 
loosen up your muscles and avoid 
pulls . Always keep your legs warm 
in between games, - again to help 
prevent leg cramps, which will be 
fatal to your game. 

The Psyche Factor 
Many people think that some of 

the game's top players like Charlie 
Brumfield, Steve Serot and Steve 
Keeley try to psyche ou .t their op­
ponents . Don't believe a thing you 
hear . The only thing that can 
psyche you out is you yours e lf . 

Many people when going on the 
court against a supposed ly better 
player ask themselves, "How am I 
going to beat this guy? He 's got all 
these shots, gets everything , etc. 
How can I win?" Obviously, that 's 
the wrong attitude. Instead you 
should think positively , like Ron 
Strom, for example . Strom, one of 
the fast-rising stars on the Seamco 
Pro Tour, figures it this way . 

" He's human and he can be 
beaten like anyone else. Every 
player in the world has lost. He's 
not perfect . He had to beat better 
players for himself to become a 
better player , - and so can I. " 

Some of the so-called "psyches" 
now emp loyed by top racquetball 
players include the "long eye," 
used primarily by Serot . It consists 
of Steve turning , while in the ser­
vi ce zone and staring at his oppo ­
nent with a grotesqu e grimace on 
his face . 

Says Steve, "It does something 
to the person's thinking ." 

Well, if it does great. But I think it 
is just an immature act that has no 
psyche value at all. 

Some players like to talk to their 
opponent during a match, another 
form of psyche. After a player hits a 
particularly good s hot, the 
"psycher' ' will say so mething lik e, 
"You're the only person I've ever 
met who could kill consistently 
with a western grip ." Aft er a few 
more qu estions regarding his grip 
pretty soon the inexperienced 
player begins to wond er how he 
doe s kill so well with a we stern 
grip . And th eoretically, that' s when 
his kill s stop. 
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Personally, I don 't buy it. I think 
the only thing this type of an­
tagonism does is make the oppo­
nent try that much harder to beat 
the " psycher ." 

Young players tend to lack con­
centration on the court, and are 
usually the targets of psyche jobs 
by v e terans. Confidence cures 
concentration woes . If you feel you 
can w in , you can hit your shots and 
are convinced of it, - that w i ll be 
enough for you to do the job. 

The Thinking Man's Way To 
Winning 

For the racquetballer who wants 
to play competitively, thinking is 
the most -essential factor in win­
ning. And thinking really bo i ls 
down to shot selection , - what 
shot to hit at the right time . This is 
much more than driving the ball 
left when your opponent is on the 
floor after diving to the right. It in­
cludes changing t he pace of the 
game if necessary, and knowing 
what shots will lead toward more 
points against a particular oppo­
nent. 

If you intend to play tournaments 
then you must realize that every 
opponent is different. Some will be 
ab le to kill balls from certain areas, 
some will not. Some w i ll give you 
set-ups off the cei li ng , others will 
not . It is very important to know the 
capabilities of your opponent, if 
possible . 

If you have never seen him play 
before go in and test him out. Hit a 
lot of ceiling balls to his foreha nd 
and backh and . Driv e the ball a few 
times, get him moving . Use a vari­
ety of serves to probe poss ible 
weak areas. The Z- and low, hard 
drive are my two most effective 
serves. Both put the pressur e on 
my opponent and forc e him to 
prove to me he can hit a decent 
defensive return . 

Don 't get discourag ed if he kills 
on e of th e shots you thought he 
was weak at . Keep on drilling at 
him. Don 't give him a minut e to 
relax . Always keep the pr ess ur e on. 

I recommend that the low, hard 
drive be used the most. Wh en hit 
co rr ec tly it is the mo st effective of 
se rves. But it is the harde st to con­
trol , and takes a lot of pr actice to 
d eve lop . But I will guarantee that 
once you have learned to h it it with 
some con sistency it will bring you 
mor e points than any other se rve. 

Strategy For the Younger Player 
Most young players, to be frank, 

have no strategy or game plan. 
When they become involved in a 
tough match , they really are un­
aware of what is going on. They run 
their guts out for no reason . They 
work twice as hard as they have to. 

Young players tend to think 
about missing that last shot , or the 
-lousy call by the referee, instead of 
what is really going on in the 
match. They are not ab le to see the 
overview of the game to realize the 
overall strategy that is necessary to 
consistently win . 

So you get a plum set-up and you 
skip it in . Instead of throw ing a 
temper tantrum right there you 
must try and forget it. Sure it's 
tough , especia lly for the young 
player, but if every player could 
make the shot every time , there 
would be no competition in the 
sport. 

Another factor that could disrupt 
a young player during a tourna­
ment is the crowd. There is nothing 
like the home-crowd advantage 
in racquetball as well as other 
sports. But when you go out of 
town don't expect too many hands 
clapping for you. You should 
always be concentrating on your 
game , however, and not the crowd . 

Well, there you have it. The way I 
train and think when I am on the 
court . I hope that you got some­
thing out of what you read . To the 
best of my knowledge this is the 
way I look at racquetball. I think 
that racquetball will grow to be one 
of the biggest indoor sports within 
time . It is progressing so fast it 
should not be long. And as for me , 
I' ll see you there . 

Position Want ed 
George Rud ysz, 11 East Lawlor St. 
N ew Britain , C t. 0605 I. Vital ly in ­
teres ted in co urt club manageme nt. 
Willin g to reloca te anywh ere in the 
U.S . Co llege gra du a te, experie nced 
in re ta il management. Rac qu etba ll 
pro. and for mer N ation al C hampion. 
Ag e 24 . Hea lth -exce llent. lf yo u see k 
enthu sias m , willin gne ss to work and 
ability to dea l w ith an d work with 
people , please wri te . 
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Rapid Growth of Racque tb all 

Should Lead To Rule Changes 

It's about time administrators, sp ectators , player s and tournament offic ials take a rea lis tic vi ew of racqu et­
ball , where i t is and where i t 's going . Wi th thi s in mind , most of you will r ea li ze that we may soon be too b ig for 
ourselves to handl e. 

By Chuck Leve 
The evolution of racquetball dur ­

ing the past seven years has been a 
growing up process , as this infant 
of a sport struggles mightily to 
stand upright on its own two feet. 
We have all witnessed this near­
miracle and many of us are fortu ­
nate and proud to have had some 
bearing on the direction that our 
sport has taken . 

The adoption of a standardized 
set of rules aided the transit ion 
from many splinter groups in 1968 
to a coh esive racquetball promo­
tional effort that now exists . These 
rules were taken virtu a lly verbatim 
from th e handball rules to make the 
court spo rts th at mu ch eas ier to 
ident ify . 

It wasn 't until last yea r that any 
major rule change s were adopt ed, 
including the creation of the 
seniors bracket, ·change from two 
to five minutes rest betwe en the 
fir st and second games, and use of 
the technical foul. 

And although these rule chang es 
have helped the game in small 
areas , th ey have really done noth ­
ing to he lp the game' s major prob ­
lem, handling th e fantastic ally 
rapid growth of racqu etball . 

With so many new pl ayer s ent er­
ing the racquetb all world on a daily 
ba s is, new records being set in al­
mo st every tourn ament around the 
country, on e of the biggest head ­
aches in racquetball is court 
overuse , especi ally during a tour­
nament. Wh en 236 participant s 
-show up for a w eekend state to ur­
nam ent as did recently in Illino is 
(128 in the B single s cat egory 
alon e) it is time to do som eth ing to 
help a ll eviate thi s probl em. 

Th e refor e th e following rul e 
ch ange s are bein g off ered for di s-
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cussion and feedback , for every­
day play and primari ly for tourn a­
ment competition . 

In addition , a few other minor 
rules need change or elim ination , 
rules that serve no real purpose 
and actu a lly only cause confu si on 
and occ as ionally heated court ar­
guments . 

So Long Second Serve 
Can anybody giv e me one good 

reason for allowing two serves in 
racquetball? Its reason for exi s­
tence in handball is the gre at diffi ­
culty in striking the ba ll with your 
hand to mak e it extend over the 
short l ine , espe ci ally for beginners , 
and also the small margin of error 
w ith which a handb all play er has to 
work . 

In a top handball match you will 
witn ess a gr eat number of ace s, 
on e asp ect of th e game that is both 
skillful and exciting . The big hop 
se rve into th e sid e w all crack is a 
th ing of beauty th at takes yea rs to 
master. But th ere are very , very few 
aces in racquetball , - top players 
average less than one per mat ch 
aga inst eac h oth er. And the re is no 
hop on th e serve in our gam e. 

Unlike handball , it is tremen­
dously easy to serve th e ball ov er 
the short lin e in racqu etball. Th e 
margin of error with a big g er ball 
and bi gger hitting surf ace make s 
for far fewer mis -hit se rves. 

Why keep the rul e ? I can find no 
real reason to advoc ate a llowing 
two serve s. I can, however , find 
abund ant reason s to e liminat e th e 
sec ond chance. 

Initi ally , and obviou s ly, it will 
elimin ate the "fatigue long serve" 
or "fatigue short serve." The se 
two gimmick s wer e fir st seen in 
racqu etb all wh en perform ed by th e 
wily Ch arli e Brumfi e ld . Aft er ex-

pend ing his limited amount ot 
natur al energy , Brum fiel d found 
himself completely exhausted dur­
ing a tough tourn ament match a 
few years ago . Th e next t ime he 
gained the serve he purposely hit 
the ball high up the fr o nt w all to 
make it carry to th e bac k wall on a 
fly . By then allowing the ball to re­
bound off the back wall , all the way 
up to the front wall and leisurely 
strolling after it , Brumfield was 
ab le to ca tch h is br eath . Done 
eno ugh times this tactic has thre e 
result s , - 1) it enables th e player, 
Brumfield in th is case , to regain h is 
wind , - 2) it can unnerv e his op ­
ponent and , -3 ) it unf airly put s the 
bett er condition ed ath le te at a di s­
advant age . 

At first it is exciting and usually 
draw s a mu rmur from th e c rowd , 
which gen e ra lly does not approv e 
of the strategy , but marv e ls at th e 
quick thinking of that pl ayer utili z­
ing it. How ever as it dr aws on , th is 
tactic tends to become a drawn out 
exerci se in boredom . And even 
Brumfi eld admits it. 

Aft er de fe at ing St eve Serot by 
us ing the long se rves in a 1973 pro 
tourney , Brumfield approached 
thi s writer and apoligi zed for his 
strategy. 

"I'm sorry I had to slow the 
game down," sa id Ch arli e. "I know 
the fans didn't like it . But it was all 
I could do if I was going to win. " 

How do w e e liminat e thi s prob ­
lem? And it is a problem . Im ag in e 
the ridicul e to whi ch o ur sport 
would be subj ect if on nati onal 
te levi s ion , Brumfi e ld or any pl ayer 
wa s to go through such shenani­
ga ns. It would be a shame th at th e 
gr eat s kill s, pot enti a l and hard 
wo rk th at have gon e int o th e past 
few yea rs to reach such a pinn acle , 
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were thrown to the wind because 
of fatigue long serves. 

There are no good reasons to 
keep the second serve. The re are 
substantial reasons for its elim ina­
tion . I think we should eliminate it. 

We'll never close all the 
loopholes that enable players to 
take advantage of the rules and 
thereby take advantage of the 
game. But the more we close , the 
better off racquetball will be. 

My Winner, My Point 

Okay , you took the above pro­
posed change with a grain of salt, 
saw the light , decided it didn ' t re­
ally affect the game that much , and 
f inally agreed to it. After all , you 
can serve the ball over the short 
line , so who can 't? As long as any 
of these rule changes don ' t really 
disrupt racquetball as we know it, 
right? Wrong . 

I want to change the method of 
scoring in racquetball. If I h it a kill 
shot , I want the point. All the time, 
everytime , no matter who served at 
the beginning of the rally . If my op­
ponent hits a beautifu l v-pass or 
any other w inner , he deserves the 
point , no matter if I served or he 
did. 

Can you name any other indi­
vidual sport other than handball or 
paddleball where a player can hit 
the ultimate winning shot and not 
even dent the scoreboard? Not 
tennis , not platform tenn is , not ja i 
alai . What then? 

I propose that a point be scored 
on every rally . Such a ru le change , 
although radical, would greatly 
enhance the game for a number of 
reasons . 

First, it would spee d up play . 
Tournaments would be run faster 
and more efficient ly and pave the 
way for more entries which cou Id 
be handled far more easily . 

Secondly , your daily workout 
would allow you to finish a two out 
of three match , or even a three of 
five, instead of barely making it 
through two games, or having that 
substa ntial lead in the thi rd , only to 
have your hour 's time prohibit you 
from that victory . 

Thirdly, it would place more of an 
emphasis on shotmaking, and less 
on conditioning . Although during a 
long tournament conditioning 
would still be important, players 
would , under the new ru le, be able 
to survive two matches in a day . 
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Fourth, it would be far better for 
the upper age categories, masters 
and golden masters, where ex­
tended play now can become a 
health hazard especially to new 
players, or unconditioned players . 

For the purists who demand 
longer tests of skill , the quarter­
final rounds on in major tourna­
ments cou Id be three out of five 
matches, scoring on every point, 
with the ear ly rounds and consola­
tion rounds two of three . 

Scoring on every point would 
eliminate two and a-half or three 
hour marathon matches, and make 
doubles a far more interesting con­
test. Each rally wou Id be pressure 
packed for both players or sides . 
Match point would be for either 
player at 20-20 , not just the server . 

Players concentrat ion would in­
crease, due to the new scoring 
method . Players who become ag­
gressive on their serve , now will be 
aggressive on every rally, knowing 
that it will result in another tally 
go ing up on one side of the board 
or the other . 

Games and matches will become 
faster , quicker , and more enjoy­
able for players and spectators 
al ike. Consolation rounds , now a 
burden for tournament directors, 
will fall easily into a tourney 
schedule . Players will not have to 
miss one and usually two days of 
work because of the extended 
length of today's tournaments. 

Su re it needs some test i ng , and it 
will be tested . I suggest that you, 
Mr . Racquetball, give it a try at your 
own club, and let us know the re­
su lts . I think it 's a great idea, but of 
course , I'm proposing it. 

Bou.flee, Bou/lee, Bou/lee, -alld 
Bounce 

What can be more ridiculous 

Remember that address : 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL , 

4101 Dempster St ., 

Skokie, IL 60076. 

Where the great pros are! 

than the antiquated three bounce 
rule? This rule to my mind has 
never made sense, never will make 
sense and besides that, is never en­
forced . Its advocates, if there are 
any, will say that it helps to speed 
up play. Hogwash! The 10 second 
rule , which applies to both server 
and receiver is all that is necessary 
to keep play moving. 

All referees have the authority 
and most have the ability to detect 
a "quick serve" in racquetball. Any 
receiver can request and is entitled 
to his full 10 seconds to ready him­
self for the serve, so there are very 
few, if any quick serv ice aces in 
racq uetbal I. 

So why the three bounce rule? 
Are we saving wear and tear on the 
floors of our courts? Are we going 
to deprive servers across the na­
tion their only chance to exercise 
their opposite hand? So let him 
bounce the ball a few ex tra times. 
Big deal. 

If the referee decides that a 
p layer d id , in fact , comm it a "qui ck 
serve," he simply orders the serve 
over. 

For those players becoming up­
tight by this proposed change, we 
could accompany the change with 
an insertion that the server must 
declare his intention to serve . For 
example if I were serving to you I 
would turn and say , " Service," or 
" Serve " or " Here it comes, baby." 
You as receiver would then know 
that the serve was soon to come . 

Or maybe just a nod of the hea d, 
or acknowledgement with a tip of 
the racquet. But please, spare me 
the burden as referee of calling 
"side out" on match point due to 
four bounces . (I wouldn ' t call it 
anyway) . 

You 've got 10 seconds to serve. 
Dribble to your heart's content. Tell 
me why not. 

Develop Your Off Hand 

One of the unfortunate aspec ts 
of racquetba l l and one of my 
reasons advocating the elimina­
tion of the three bounce rule is that 
racquetball is a one handed (or 
armed) game . Another rule which 
prohibits players from developing 
their off hand is that rule which 
makes it illegal to throw the ball 
against the side wall prior to serv­
ing. 

To Page 52 
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Swinging Both Ways Gives 
The Add to Racquetball 

Tennis -Racquetba/ler Steve Levenson compares the pluses and m inuses of playing both tenn is and racquet ­
ball, and " surprise! ", our game looks pretty good . 

"Keep your eye on the ball! " 
" Get your racket back! -

Further" 
" No, not that far" 
"Bend " 
"Atthe knees, not at the waist!" 
" Follow through " 
"Further!" 
"Turn side ways " 
"Stay down!" 
"Lean into the ball " 
"Further!" 
"Have you always had a conti­

nental grip?" 
.. . No Mrs. Smith, the continen­

tal grip is not a disease!" 
Teaching tenn is can be a very 

difficult occupation , but learning 
tennis is even harder . During an 
hourly lesson , a pro can confuse 
you with over one hundred differ­
ent rules on how to correctly hit a 
tennis ball. By the end of the hour , 
you are often suffic iently discom­
bobulated so that not only are your 
nerves tied in a k.not , but you are 
also so frustrated that you are 
ready to take up golf. So you take 
up golf and after the t i rst lesson the 
golf pro suggests you give tennis a 
try . Where do you go from here? If 
you are like hundreds of thousands 
of other Americans you 've turned 
to racquetball. 

Racquetball is experiencing its 
rapid growth because people have 
realized that while their friends are 
being frustrated on the tennis 
court they can be enjoying the fun 
and competition of racquetball. 
Why is it that the beginning rac­
quetball players can immediately 
enjoy the game, while the begin­
ning tennis player must often en­
dure months of lessons and frus­
tration? 
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There is no question that the be­
ginn ing racquetball player has 
several advantages over the new 
tennis player . A racquetball court is 
enclosed , therefor e, m isd irected 
shots hit the side walls and come 
back to the center of the court . In 
tennis, those same shots go onto 
an ad jacent court and you have to 
wait with a feel ing of shame and 
embarrassment unt i l the ball is re­
turned to you . 

A miss-hit ball in tennis might go 
over the fence , but that same 
" error " could be an excellent cei l­
ing shot in racquetball. Once the 
ba l l gets by you in tenn is , you must 
walk over and pick it up , while in 
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racquetball , you run back , wait , 
and you are ready to continue the 
rally w ith a shot o f f the back wal l. 

Most people have good eye­
hand coord i nation , although 
somet imes they do not have confi­
dence in it. Racquetball helps give 
you confidence because coordina­
tion is eas ier when the racquet 
head is nearer to your hand . Tennis 
players must swing with a racquet 
head which is over two feet f rom 
their hands . This is a much more 
difficult operation . 

The new plastic , metal and car­
bon racquetball racquets aid coor­
d ination because they are light 
weight and easy to maneuver. This 

Levenson poses with his unusual equipment , big racquet and little . 
Steve is currently involved in a new court club venture in suburban Chi ­
cago , where he'll manage and teach . 
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is an added benefit for women and 
children who find the lighter 
weight racquet easier to control. 
Once control of the racquet is 
achieved, control of the ball is not 
far away . 

Racquetball players have the 
additional advantage of having a 
smaller court than tennis. The 
smaller court means that there is 
less area you have to cover and that 
fewer balls can be hit out of your 
reach. Thi s adds up to longer ral­
lys, more practice and, therefore, 
faster improvement. 

Even though the racquetball 
court is smaller and the distances 
you run are not as great as in tennis 
it does not result in less exercise . In 
fact, racquetball Rlayers generally 
enjoy a much more vigorous work 
out than their tennis counterparts. 
Because in racquetball , there is no 
such thing as a wide or long return, 
and because you can return balls 
off the ceiling and back wall, points 

often last a long time and you are 
kept in co nstant motion . 

On the other hand, the beginning 
tennis player can play an hour of 
tennis without working up a sweat. 
Tennis balls are hit into the net, hit 
onto neighboring courts and often 
hit over the fence. The tennis 
player finds himself spending more 
time picking balls up than hitting 
them. 

To be great in any sport requires 
a lot of practice, good coaching, 
and more practice. Racquetball is 
no exception. But while in some 
sports, it takes years to reach even 
a modest level of proficiency , in 
racquetball you can enjoy a feeling 
of success almost immediate ·1y. 
And there .is nothing like the fee ling 
of success to breed real success . 

Improvement comes very rapidly 
in racquetball. The rules and scor­
ing of the game are easy to learn . 
No comp licated serve need be 
learned. These th ings allow for im -

Way To Stay Loose 
From page 36 

perform . Unforunately, most ath­
let es do not realize that the loos en­
ing of the muscles of the low back 
is one of the major keys to f lexibil ­
ity . 

The spine, being surrounded by 
a tiny int er locking muscle system, 
is the core of the body 's rotation . It 
must be prope r ly loosened up. The 
large lumbar and sacral vertebra l 
muscles, tightening imperceptibly 
with each stride, are the first to feel 
the eff ects of the constant pound­
ing of running. It is imperative that 
these muscles , in order to insure 
proper rotation of the pelvis and 
conseq uent maintainance of stride 
dur ing the longer races, be 
stretched mightily . 

I realize that there are skeptics 
who insist that they just are not 

f lexible, and no matter how much 
stretching they do there is no im ­
provement. But I maintain that no 
one is too t ight or muscular to im ­
prove if the program is carried out 
with patience and dedication -
barring some physical limitation of 
the joints . 

The following program of exe r­
cises is designed to stretch the 
paravertebral muscles of the spine 
from the neck to the pelv is. Also 
included are muscle stretching ex­
ercises for the hips, knees and 
calves . T hey should be performed 
prior to and afte r each workout. 
The exercises may be difficu lt ini­
tially-even for a month or more­
due to neglect over the years. It is 
also po ssible that the exercises, 
done improperly , may be harmful 
for people who have had a history 
of low-back pain or prior surgery. 

NEW CONCEPT IN COURTS: 
HANDBALL e RACQUETBALL e PADDLEBALL 

Complete Packaged Court System 
Lower Installed Cost 

Low Maintenance 
Fire Rated 

.___......._____,@ WORLD COURTS, INC. 
554 MAIN ST 

S. Weymouth, Man. 02190 Phone: A/C 617 337-0082 
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mediate competition which adds a 
new dimension to the game and 
makes it more fun and exciting 
from the very beginning . Just as 
success breeds success, competi­
tion also breeds success. Competi­
tion helps bring you to an even 
higher level of proficiency more 
quickly. 

As a tennis pro, I'd like to make it 
clear that I am not advocating 
throwing away your tennis racquet 
and taking up racquetball. Both 
games are extremely rewarding. 
However, I am advocating that 
people give both games a try. John 
Hart, one of the top racquetball 
players in Illinois, is also a serious 
tennis player . John feels that rac­
quetball has helped his quickness 
in tennis , and that his tennis has 
helped his foot work and control in 
racquetball. You too many find that 
tennis and racquetba ll compliment 
one another . So why not try swing ­
ing both ways? 

Ohio State 
Tournament 

From page 40 

Robbie Abrams to three tough 
games . The ladie s played many ex­
cellent close matches, draw ing 
large galleries. 

The tournament comm itt ee did 
an exce llent job of promoting and 
running the tournament. The hos­
pitality was great with gatorade 
and food for all. The banquet on 
Saturday night was especially nice 
featuring a sit down d inner. Pr izes 
donated were gym bags, gloves 
and racquets . I think some thought 
the drawing was rigged when Caro­
lyn Mil ler drew her doubles part­
ners name and Clark Pittman after 
winning a racquet drew his brother 
Kim 's number for another racquet. 
Ron Krasnicki , always a lady's 
man , won the next racquet and 
promptly donated it to be redrawn 
for one of the lady racquetballers 
to win. I am sure the young lady 
was thrilled with her pr ize. Special 
awards were given to Reed Gun­
selman for all the work he has done 
to promote racquetba ll in Ohio , 
and to Jim Rodriquez and C leve­
land State University i n apprecia­
tion of the University's help in run­
ning the tournament . 
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I Keeley's 

Thesaurus 

Strikes Again .... . -· . - . - .......... . 

More words, phrases , shot s and anecdotes 
about racquetball by this veter inarian , top rac­
quetball pro , and instructor. 

By Steve Keeley 

Hypotenuse shot - Get out and 
dust off your high school geometry 
books to comprehend this one . 
Mathematically speaking , the 
hypotenuse is the (longest) side of 
a right-angled triangle which is 
opposite the right angle . Don ' t 
worry about fathoming this be ­
cause I never understood the new 

50 

! 
I 

J 
I 

HYPOTENUSE SHOT 

Mrcktj Mo~te...theer-j 
math either . In racquetball lingo as the one I play on in San Diego , 
this is the longest straight-on kill where the court entrance is a door 
shot possible . in the side wall in the left rear 

The ball, in trucking from its corner . 
point of contact with the racquet To execute : 1) Ball hit by oppo­
(left rear corner) to its point of con- nent sets up in left rear court. 2) 
tact with the front wall (right front Flatten back against side wall in 
corner), travels a distance of 44 .74 order to stroke with forehand , and 
feet. (Left side wall squared plus find there is not satisfactory room 
front wall width squared equals to swing . 3) Quickly open door in 
square of hypotenuse, i.e ., the side of court. 4) Now back two 
square root of 40 ' x 40 ' + 20 ' x 20' steps outside court and hit ball in 
= 44 .74 ' .) At this point one might proper forehand fashion. 5) Ball 
reread the foregoing paragraph travels along the hypotenuse to roll 
and refer to the diagram for a more off for a winner in the right front 
complete understanding of this corner. 
fascinating problem . Paralysis via analysis -

To be properly performed the Synonym : the choke due to over­
hypotenuse shot should be struck examination of a situation . I have 
with the forehand (do not ask me sometimes been accused of being 
why) . As can be imagined this in- a proponent of the- nonthinking 
volves backing one 's body into the theory of racquetball. That · is , an 
left rear corner before flailing with experienced player is capable of 
the forehand . (For those with a executing any normal shot sue­
tremendous deal of imagination it cessfully ten out of ten times . It is 
is entirely feasible to hit an only when that player begins to ask 
hypotenuse butt butt shot.) Back- himself , why is his shot being suc­
ing oneself flat against the side cessfully executed that he will sub­
wall in the left rear court in order to sequently choke and blow it . 
get the necessary room to swing Therefore avoid overthinking. 
with the forehand has given rise to Gimmicks can be utilized to 
the "extended hypotenuse shot." avoid paralysis via analysis . 

Extended hypotenuse shot - Whenever I get a routine plum ball 
The following is to be purused by set up in a match I somet imes 
M.I.T . math majors only. Reread bounce around on my toes in set­
and perform the hypotenuse shot ting to kill the ball. This exagger­
three times . Now you are probably ated movement serves to prevent 
prepared forth is corollary of it. The my mind from having a chance to 
extended hypotenuse shot can be interfere with my normal execu­
put into effect only on a court such tion. 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 



Plastic Racquets Helping To Improve Play 

From page 40 

product that only a manufacturer 
committed to step-by-step on-the­
spot supervision can be com­
pletely successful. Some pig­
ments, for instance, are not com­
patible with nylon plastic fibers in 
higher temperatures , others hold 
their color but inhibit the perform­
ance of the plastic . Still another 
danger is that pigments may not be 
fully dried prior to insertion , thus 
creating an unacceptable percent­
age of moisture that might seri­
ously weaken the racquet struc­
ture. 

A manufacturer must have con­
trol of each procedure . 

"There is no way I could make a 
plastic racquet for commercial 
purposes, job out even one pro­
cedure and stay in business, " sa id 
Bud Leach , president of Leach In­
dustries which makes a plastic 
racquet from start to finish. Leach 

also produces aluminum racquets, 
the only manufacturer to make 
both . 

"I couldn't trust another com­
pany to do the necessary testing 
all the way through. I'd have to be 
responsible for someone else's 
performance and I still have the 
reputation of my company to live 
up to, " said Leach whose plastic 
racquets last year had less than a 
one percent breakage factor . 

" It stands to reason that to what 
extent a company controls the 
production process of the product 
the better it controls the quality of 
the product. 

Leach said that he orde rs a 
do zen main quality checks during 
the assembly of a plastic racquet 
before it is approved to be finished. 
Three quality checks are made on 
just the pigments used . And 
numerous other tests are made 

prior to shipping. 
"It took us three years of ex­

perience with the placement of 
plastic fibers throughout the 
racquet's frame before we suc­
cessfully avoided a point of 
stress ." Leach said. "Now as an 
added backup we also stress­
relieve our plastic racquets by 
boiling them in oil. This process 
releases all stresses in the rac­
quet and allows the racquet to 
perform evenly and without mis­
hap. 

"I consider the plastic racquet 
to be the finest of all racquets but 
ONLY if manufactured properly. 
At point of purchase, the cus­
tomer can not make this distinc­
tion. So he must rely on experi­
ence from the field and the reputa­
tion of performance of the man­
ufacturer." 

Keeley's Thesaurus Strikes Again 

The "Mickey Mouse theory" is 
another scheme I use which is rec­
om mended for fellow simple 
minds. This theory involves repeat­
ing the word " Mickey Mouse " over 
and over again in one 's mind as 
you are carrying out perhaps a 
serve or a backwall kill shot . The 
silent repetition of this mantra 
blanks the mind to all external 
stimuli and to internally originating 
(and hampering) thoughts. Other 
key words besides " Mickey 
Mouse " may be utilized ; this just 
happened to pop into this writer's 
mind one day. Note: I do not advo­
cate that beginners or near­
novices of the game make use of 
these gimmicks . Self analysis is an 
important means of improvement 
for such an i nexperienced indi­
vidual. 

Redneck - A noun apply ing to 
one who " chokes ." That is, a player 
who falters mentally in tl'ie perform­
ance of a normally routine shot in 
a crucial situation. i.e ., to feel the 
strain and stress. To psych out . To 
go into the tank . To swallow the big 
apple (or to feel the apple rising in 
the throat) . To combat the choke 
one must be of genetically stoic 
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character (rare) or employ the mic­
key mouse theory. 

Windshield wiper play - This 
phrase aptly illustrates what oc­
curs in some volleys during the 
course of any given game . Johnny 
Runwell dives for ball on the left 
side of the court and recovers just 
in time to return a ball on the right. 
Then he races left again to return a 
backhand V ball, followed by a 
scurry to the forehand side and ... 
and so on back and forth, left to 
right to left like a windshield wiper 
vainly pursuing raindrops on a 
truck windsh ield . 

Z ball- Like the V ball , the "Z " is 
named after the path which the ball 
travels after being struck . It is basi­
cally a defensive shot des igned to 
strike the front wal l f i rst (about 2-4 
feet down from the ceiling and 2-4 
feet in from the side wal l) with a 
certain degree of angle and force . 
The ball then rebounds off the side 
wall , travels diagonally cross-court 
(w ithout hitting the floor) and 
strikes the opposite side wall. Due 
to spin imparted to the ball during 
the previous encounters with 
walls , the ball rebounds off this 
f inal s ide wall at an angle parallel to 

and c lose to the back wall. It is 
easier illustrated than said ; easier 
said than done . 

I 

I 
I I 
I 

Z-BALL 
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Rule Changes 
From p age 47 

For the same reasons as above , I 
feel that this rule should also be 
done away with . As long as the 
server must wa it for the receiver to 
be ready (Rule 4.1 e), who cares if 
he throws the ball against the wall? 

This is another case of a rule hav­
ing no meaning , and no effect on 
the game . All it does is take up 
space in rule books and put 
another burden on the referee to 
make a call he hates to make , and 
usually won ' t. When was the last 
time you saw a player penalized for 
throwing the ball against the side 
wall before the receiver was ready? 
It doesn't happen . 

I do advocate that when a player 
bounces the ball off the side wall , 
he must come to a set or ready po­
sition before serving. In other 
words , no momentum should be al­
lowed to result from throwing the 
ball off the side wal l. That ball must 
be caught and served in the normal 
manner . 

SHOCK PADS --

FULL VISION 

EYE and HEAD BAR 

NOSE GUARD and PAD 

■ SOLARI 
SPORTS PRODUCTS 

27992 -Camino Capistrano, Unit 1 
Laguna Niguel , California 92677 

Phone area code: 714 495 -6160 
Dealer l11qulrlH Invited 
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What Do You Think? 

De ar Sir s : 
Th e follow ing is my opini on on yo ur prop ose d rul e changes . 
Elimin ate secon d se rve ( ) agree ( ) disagree 
Score on every rally ( ) agree ( ) disag ree 
AJlow mor e th an 3 bounces ( ) agree ( ) disag ree 
Allo w throwing aga inst s ide wa ll ( ) agr ee ( ) disag ree 

N ame ______________________ _ 

Addr ess _____________ _ _______ _ 

Ci ty. ___ _ ________ State . _ __ ....:....__Zip. __ _ 

If you wish to e labora te o n yo ur opinion , please att ac h additi onal 
sheet s of paper . Send all opini ons to : Lett ers -to-t he-E ditor , No ­
tiona l R acque tball , 4101 Demp ster St reet , Skokie , IL 60076. 

At least it will give your off hand 
something to do between ralli es. 

What Do You Think? 
I suggest you try the above pro ­

posed changes. See if it do esn ' t 
make your racquetb all a little mor e 
enjoyable. After you 've tried them a 
few times , let us know how you 

feel. Drop us a line to the Lett ers ­
to-th e-Ed itor department of 
National Racquetball. We 'd l ike to 
know how you feel about these 
things. ·· 

And if next yea r's rule boo k has a 
few of these addi ti ons or de letions , 
don 't say we d idn 't warn you . 

• RACQUETBALL • BASEBALL • • BASKETBALL 

FOR 
HANDBALL 

RACQUETBALL 

EYE and CHEEK BAR 

Name 

AT SPORTS SHOPS 

OR Send chec k or mon ey o rder 

at $7 .95 eac h. Plus $.50 Postage 

. . . . .... . . ... . . ... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Addr ess . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . z· . . ... . . Ip . . . .... . .. . . . 

NATION A L RACQU ETBALL 



Welcome to • • • 



MIKE O ' CALLAGHAN 
GOVIDIINOR 
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Greetings: 

THE STATE OF NEVADA 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 

CARSON CITY, NEVADA 89701 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you 
to the U.S. National Racquetball Championship, held 
for the first time in Nevada. 

Since racquetball has been rated the f astest 
growing indoor sport in North America, it gives me 
particular pleasure to note that part of the tourna­
ment will be held at the University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas. 

This championship will be th e highest prized 
tournament in the history of racquetball. Certainly 
anyone who participates in this tournam e nt has already 
proven himself a noted athlete. 

To all the contestants, I send my warmest 
wishes for the best of luck. 

Sincerely, 

Mike O'Callaghan 
Governor of Nev 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 



Seamco's 

Sponsorship Blesses 

Racquetball 
The Uni ted States Racquetball 

Association (U.S.R.A.) and its pro­
fessional arm the Nat ional Rac­
quetball Club (N.R.C .) proudly an­
nounce the sponso rship of the 
N.R.C. pro -am racquetball tour by 
the Seamco Sporting Goods Com ­
pany of New Haven , Connecticut. 

The N.R .C. tour, now in its sec­
ond season , has long sought a 
sponsor to donate the prize money 
necessary to maintain the promo­
tion of racquetball, the fastest 
growing indoor sport in North 
Am erica. And Seamco has done 
just that, - to the tune of $25,000 
for the remaind e r of the 1975 
winter season. 

The $25 ,000 has been distributed 
to the last thr ee N.R.C. eve nt s of 
the season, the February 6-9 
Michigan Open in Lansing; the 
March 6-9 Milwaukee Open ; the 
U.S. National Championships April 
20-25 in Las Vegas. The Las Vegas 
tournament thus becomes the 
highest prized tournament in the 
history of racquetbal l. 

"We are pleased indeed, with 
the generosity and promotional 
aid that Seam co will be giving us ," 
said U.S.R .A . president Robert W. 
Kendler . "Seamco has been be­
hind our association from the be­
ginning and we feel that this 
added push will give our sport a 
tremendous boost. " 

The pro racq uetball tour takes in 
one professional event per month 
from September through April and 
ha s vi sited such metropolitan 
areas thi s year as San Diego, De­
troit, Chicago, San Fran c isco and 
Van cou ver. 

The sport o f racquetba ll has 
been al ive in organized form only 
si nce 1968 when Kendler put to­
gether his governing body. Since 
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then it has grown at a faster pace 
than tennis, golf or bowling in the 
infant stages of those sports. 

Seamco , the world's largest 
manufacturer of racquetbal l 
eq uipm ent, has been aligned with 
Kendler's promotional efforts 
since 1968. 

"We feel that the U.S.R.A. is the 
place to put our promotional dol­
lars, " said Seam co Executive Vice 
President Don Strong. " Bob Ken­
dler and the staff he has culti­
vated are doing an outstand ing 
job riding herd on this erupting 
sport , and we are pleased to be a 
part of their program." 

The tou r officially became the 
Seamco Pro-Am Racquetball Tour 
in Febr uary and all parties agree 
the first order of business is to at­
tra ct television coverage for the 
National Championships . 

The five handba l l/racquetball 
courts at the host Tropicana Hotel 
in Las Vegas have been remodeled 
to allow t.v. coverage through a fu ll 
glass back wall and glass window 
in the front wall of th e champion­
ship court . The fiv e courts there 
and eight additional courts at the 
Univ ers ity of Nevada at Las Vegas 
will be ut ilize d to accommodate 
the ov erf low crowds that are an­
ti cipa ted. 

" Never before have we been so 
deluged with entries, ticket sales 
and room reservations as we are 
this year," said Kendler. "The fact 
that this is the first national tour­
nament ever held in Las Vegas 
certainly has a great deal to do 
with it." 

The expected pa rticipants and 
fans shou ld exceed 1,000 for the 
five day racquetball stay, at the end 
of which 12 Nation al Champions in 

DON STRONG 

different age categories and sexes 
will be crowned. 

The great boom in the sport, the 
championship court , the lure of 
Las Vegas and the Seamco spon­
sorship all add up to the national 
interest capable of spurring na­
tional coverage. At least that's the 
opinion of both Seamco and the 
U.S.R.A. 

"Racquetball is as exciting an 
individual sport as there is," said 
Kendler. "It requires speed, 
stamina, agility and brains . The 
action is fast paced and the one­
on-one drama puts an electric at­
mosphere into the crowd. You just 
can't beat it." 

That's the way Seamco and the 
U.S.R.A . feel. And they'd love mil­
lions of television v iewers to have a 
chance to determine if they speak 
the truth . 

Friends of racquetball are plenti­
ful. No promotiona l organization 
could long survive without people 
who unself ishly vo lunteer their 
time , efforts and money to help 
keep the activities of that organiza ­
tion in the forefront of our life. 

Don Strong is one of, if not the 
greatest friend of racquetball in 
this country. Through his efforts, 
Seamco's sponsorship of the pro­
fessional tour, without strings, has 
been the biggest boost to our 
growing sport in it 's short history. 

The doo r is now opened for na­
tional attention to be drawn to rac­
quetball . National attention, we 
fee l, that is well deserved. 
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UNITED STATES RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION --- --- - -- -- - ------0 
4101 DEMPSTER STREET / SKOKIE, ILLINOIS 60076 312-673-4000 

TO PI.AYERS, FANS AND SPONSORS: 

Welcome to the culmination of our tremendously successful first 

year, the U.S.R.A. National Championships. I certainly hope that you all 

enjoy yourselves thoroughly during our tournament week. And what be t ter 

place to do just that than in beautiful I.as Vegas! 

If there is anything the U.S. Racquetball Association can do to 

make your stay more pleasureable, just let us know and we will do our 

best to accomodate you. 

Everywhere we go the winners are not just those players who take 

home prize money and trophies. The real winners are all the players, pros 

and amateurs, whose competition, sportsmanship and camaraderie highlight 

each tournament. To you all, we say thank you. 

And now, on with the Nationals. Good luck to you all! 

Bob Kendler 
President 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 



MAYOR ORAN K . GRAGSON 
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COMMISSIONl:R S 

HALF" , MORELLI 
GEORGE E . FRANKLIN 

PAUL J . CHRIS!ENSEN 

RON LURIE 

C ITY ATTO R NEY 

CARLE . LOVELL , JR . 

C I TY MANAGER 

A . R . TRELEASE 

CI TY of LAS VEGAS 

WELCOME TO LAS VEGAS! 

On behalf of all citizens of our community, I am 
honored to extend a cordial welcome to Las Vegas for the 
U. S. National Racquetball Championship. 

We are indeed honored to serve as host c i ty for 
this prestigious and fast growing indoor sport champion­
ship. Your presence brings added prestige and stature 
to our community, and further recognition of Las Vegas 
as a world 1 s leading site of major sports events . 

To all contestants, may your displays of skill 
and stamina on the courts be exceeded only by the satis­
faction of having done your best, and in the knowledge 
that you have contributed greatly to the sport of 
racqu etba 11 . 

You have my personal best wishes for a most suc­
cessful championship contest, and for a most pleasurable 
visit with us. 

400 E. STEWART AVENUE , LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89101 • (702) 386-6011 
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Who Will Take 
The Number One 

By Chuck Leve 
Who 's going to take home the 

big bundle in Las Vegas? As the 
National Championships close in 
on us, and for the many of you here 
in Las Vegas reading these words, 
the following is the " line" on the 
pro singles championship . 

Factors accounted for include 
tournament results for this season, 
past performances in National 
tournaments, and general knowl­
edge on how well a particular play­
er is playing at this time. 

Much depends , of course, on the 
draw since many players play bet­
ter against different players, due to 
similarities or differences in their 
style. 

Unlike past years, there is no 
single outstanding player at the top 
of the heap to call the favorite. In 
the past three years that position 
went to Charlie Brumfield, San 
Diego's sometimes goateed, some­
times bearded, racquet manufac­
turer-lawyer . But Charlie lost out 
last year and has not regained the 
touch that put him head and shoul­
ders above the others for two con­
secutive years . 

Bill Schmidkte, the defending 
amateur champ, now gives his 
game a shot in the pro bracket and 
must be considered dangerous. A 
rapidly maturing Steve Serot has to 
be right up there , as do Steve 
Keeley and Steve Strandemo . 

Any one of the above five players 
could take the title. So it comes 
down to who will be playing the 
best, most consistent racquetball 
during the April 20-25 week. Here's 
the way I see it. 
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Spot In Vegas? 

Charles Brumfi eld, 3-1 
San Diego 

The slight edge has to go to 
Brumfield, based solely on tour­
nament experience and c lutch per­
formances. Brumfield still has the 
game to reach the top , and along 
with a driving desire to re-establish 
himself as the game 's number one 
player I rank him the best shot at 
the title . 

Brumfield's past credentials are 
as impressive as any. Back-to-back 
nat ional amateur titles in 1972 and 
1973, along with a long l ist of dou­
bles , invitational and other awards 
over the years rate Charlie as one 
of the men to beat. 

His pro performances over the 
past two years have been up and 
down but with a consistency of 
semi -final performances . As often 
happens in sport, when a man 
reaches the top like Brumfield did 
in '72 and '73, the rest of the world 
strives for one thing, -to dethrone 
him . 

Brumfield has lost the aura of in­
vincibility that used to surround 
him . But he still has his fantastic 
control game and psychological 
ability to win any match at anytime. 

In order to win this one Charlie 
will have to shoot the ball better 
than he has this year . The other 
players have a " book" on his con­
trol tactics, have anticipated them 
and have defeated Charlie from 
time-to-time because of it. 

Charlie must be bolder, must 
gamble occasionally, and show a 
more aggressive selection of 
shots . Four years ago Brumfield 

was known as a shooter. He must 
reach back into that era of nean­
derthal racquetball, tak e out a few 
kills from those long gone days , 
and put them to use in court 
number five at t he Tropicana . 

Brumf iel d, then, the sl ight fa­
vorite , going off at 3-1 . 

St eve S erot , 4-1 
San Di ego 

Just turned 19-year-o ld , lefty 
Serot is perhaps the most publi­
c ized of all racquetballers . His 
booming game and bo isterous 
court ant ics have both endeared 
him to and turned off fans and fo es 
alike . 

/ 

CHARLIE BRUMFIELD 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 
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STEVE SEROT 

Serot can win the Las Vegas 
tournament. If he is on his game he 
could do it easily . But there are so 
many good players and the cir­
cumstances so complex , that we 
can ' t count on a runaway by any­
one. 

Sti ll too young to put five or six 
consistent rounds together , Serot 
should have to go three games 
once at least and most likely twice 
to reach the finals. He has played 
well this year, with many impres­
sive pro wins , including his first­
ever over Charlie Brumfield in Dal­
las in February. 

But he has a lso faltered at times , 
including losses to Brumfield, 
Steve Strandemo and Keeley . The 
fact is that Serot has not yet be­
come the dominant factor in rac­
quetball as expected by many peo­
ple. Perhaps his time is not quite 
here, for he possesses all the 
mechanical skills . 

Mentally, however, he still needs 
maturity. His games suffer from a 
tendency to overhit, i.e. , hit the ball 
too hard, and inability to control 
his emotions on the court. When 
young Steve overcomes these two 
nagging problems, he should find 
himself unbeatable. 

The closest Serot has come to a 
national singles title was a run­
nerup pos i tion last year in the 
amateur nationals , losing to 
Schmidtke in three games. Al­
though he has won some pro tour­
naments this year, Steve has yet to 
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win the big one, a hurdle not to be 
underestimated. Once over that 
hurdle , Steve Serot will not have to 
ever look back . Serot, the second 
choice, at 4-1. 

Steve Keeley, 4-1 
San Diego 

Another 4-1 shot for the pro sin­
gles title has to be Steve Keeley, the 
curly-haired blond veterinarian. 
His game has been a gradual 
evolvement from pure shooter to 
control, an evolution that has oc­
casionally been a hindrance rather 
than aid to his racquetba ll exploits. 

Why is it that top racquetballers 
start as kill shot artists , lose occa­
sionally due to an off night, and 
become disenchanted with that 
style of play, moving then to more 
control, less shoot i ng? I have 
never seen a top player make this 
transition without losing his kill 
shot touch. 

That is the case with Keeley . His 
shot selection has not exuded con­
fidence in his kill ability, espec ially 
with his forehand. Not that he can't 
kill the ball, - any top player or 
spectator to his numerous wins will 
cla im he's one of the al l-time great 
shooters, - but having convinced 
himself that control is the way to 
go , he has quit shooting those low 
percentage shots that can often 
turn matches around. 

So now when he does try one, he 
can 't execute, therefore leading to 
less shooting . As Keeley begins to 
re-gain confidence in his kills , he 
will again be able to put the ball 
dead in the corners . 

Until then he relies on his great 
conditioning, protein d iet, and 
physical strength . Playing control 
means keeping the ball in play 
longer , necessitating superior 
conditioning , especially in big 
tournaments with tough matches 
from the round of 16 on up . It 's the 
hard way to do it, but must be done 
if you ' re a control player . 

For " Harpo " to win the pro title in 
Las Vegas he must be able to shoot 
from deep court, to take advantage 
of the opportunities he ' ll get. 
Against the other top players these 
opportunities will not be that plen­
tiful, and Steve Keeley had better 
utilize every one . 

Stev e Strand emo, 5-1 
San Diego 

Steve Str andemo is an intell igent 

STEVE KEELEY 

person and an ~xtremely intelli­
gent racquetball player . While all 
the other players were shooting 
first and learning control and con­
ditioning second , Steve was doing 
it the other way around. A condi­
tioning fanatic , Strandemo once 
was known as the " roadrunner ," 
because he never killed the ball, al­
ways kept it in play. This allowed 
his speed and conditioning to out­
last opponents, either by fatigue , 
or its brother, leg cramps . 

Having gone as far as he could 
(top eight) with control and condi ­
tioning, Strandemo has concen­
trated on his kills of late , and it has 
brought him some impress ive vic­
tories . You can ' t lose control by 
learning to hit kill shots , but you 
can lose k i ll shots by go ing for con­
trol. 

The recent ly hot-shooting Stran­
demo has been deadly in both cor­
ners, forehand and backhand . It 
was said almost a year ago that if 
Strandemo ever learned to kil I the 
ball he would be almost unstop­
pable . Well, he has learned the 
kills and he is going to be very 
tough to beat in Vegas. 

Steve 's career began in St . 
Cloud, Minnesota where he was a 
full time school teacher and part 
time racquetball player . When he 
found out the National Racquetball 
Club was initiating a pro tour in 
1973 , he quit his teaching job to 
concentrate on the little green ball. 

Out to San Diego he went, learn­
ing from the masters of the game, 
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STEVE STRANDEMO 
and in less than a year's time he has 
been solid top eight and most re­
cently, a consistent top four. 

Few players compete with the in­
tensity of Steve Strandemo. Al­
though known somewhat for his 
close style of play , it is a natural 
offshoot of this intensity . If he can 
crowd less and shoot more , Steve 
rates even better than the listed 
5-1. 

Bill Schmidtke , 7-1 
Minneapolis 

For a medium range long shot , 
it's got to be Bill Schmidtke . Bill 
seems to be able to put his best 
game on the line once a year , for 
the national championship . His 
stunning victory a year ago, and 
equally stunning win in 1971 
makes every player watch him with 
a wary eye . 

Frankly , I don't think Bill can do it 
again. At 32-years-old the grind of 
the play and pressure has got to tell 
on him . He shouldn 't be diving 
around the court with 18 and 
19-year-old kids, but he does, and 
each time he hits the hardwood it 
takes a little more out of him . 

Bill's game just doesn 't lend it­
self to winning Las Vegas. His best 
serve is a low hard drive, just the 
kind of serve that drains the energy 
from his powerful right arm. He is a 
shooter, a gambler, and to gamble 
in Las Vegas he ' ll need a super hot 
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BILL SCHMIDTKE (above) and RON RUBENSTEIN (be low) 

streak . 
Schmidtke's backhand never 

has been a picture of beauty . Only 
adequate, he still has the ability to 
take about 90 per cent of his shots 
with his forehand , and with the re­
maining 10 per cent backhand he 
never seems to get hurt . 

So why is Schmidtke even a 7-1 
choice? Because he can never be 
counted out. His forehand is the 
most deadly in the game. If he is 
allowed to gather momentum, and 
the big draw should work to his 
advantage in this respect , he could 
be unstoppable . 

Schmidtke cannot be psyched . 
He is a pressure player, with plenty 
of guts . Always loose and relaxed 
on the court , he is known for play­
ing his best ball with his back to the 
wall , as in 1971 when he won the 
finals 21-14 after being down 14-3 
in the third game . 

Schmidtke won ' t choke, he 
won 't give you an inch , and he ' ll 
play his heart out. But can he last? 

Ron Rubenstein, 10-1 
Chicago 

Racquetball came along 10 years 
too late for Ron Rubenstein . The 
likeable, easy-going Ch icagoan 
and five time Illino is State champ 
will not win in Las Vegas and the 
main reason is age . Ruby will be 36 
years-old on April 25, the day of the 
finals in Vegas. 

" It sure would be a nice birthday 
present," said his wife Ellen , "for 
Ron to be in the finals that day." 

Nice it would be , but highly un­
likely. Thirty-six year old legs just 
can 't go three games anymore, not 
against 18 and 19-year-old legs . In 
a way it's a shame, for it seems that 
a player with Rubenstein 's abil ­
ity and character should have had a 
real shot at the big one in his prime . 

Not that Rubenstein can ' t upset 
a few . His game is still one of the 
best. He's lost to Strandemo in 
three and Serot and Keeley by a 
total of seven points in four games , 
for his only losses this season . And 
the tourney schedul e, which will 
call for only one match per day , 
should he lp him . 

St i ll using his pat ent ed pinch kill 
shots , forehand and backhand , 
Ron 's shoot ing abi lity is second to 
none . But when ? player , any 
player, tires the first thing to go is 
shooting ability . 

To counteract fatigue Ron tends 
to go all out in the f i rst game, put­
ting all h is marbles in on e bag , so 
to speak . If he w ins , he does the 
same thing in the second . But if he 
loses either game one or two , gam e 
three is even more difficult s ince he 
has not been pacing h imself . 

Rubenstein w i ll reach the top 
eight , and if he has been taking the 
tournament seriously with a condi ­
tioning program , might reach the 
top four . But the b irthday cake will 
not be cut on court five at the 
Tropi cana April 25 . 



HOWARD W. CANNON 
NEVADA COMM ITTEES: 

MARCH 

ARMED SERVICES 
COMMERCE 

AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE 
SCIENCES 

RUL.ES ANO AOMINISTIIAT ION 

WASHINGTON. D.C . 2.0510 

Mar c h 6, 1975 

U. S. National Racquetball 
Championship 

Tropicana Hotel and Country Club 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Dear Friends : 

It is my pleasure to welcome the U. S. 
National Racqu e tball Championship to Las Vegas, Nevada. 

I know you will find Las Vegas a friendly 
and hospitabl e city which will go all out to help mak e 
your visit an enjoyable experience. 

Good luck and best wishes to all participants 
of this championship tournament. 

Sincerely, 
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Mike Zeilman, 10-1 
Louisville 

Mike has really turned what 
began as a disastrous season into a 
rapidly improving one, finish ing 
his last three major pro events in 
the top eight. With personal prob­
lems that affected his game now 
behind him, Mike's concentration 
and desire seem to have returned. 

For years people have been pre­
dicting great things for Mike Zeit­
man in racquetball, but he never 
has seemed to reach his full poten­
tial. Holder of all the shots, great 
quickness and stamina, Zeitman at 
first look should seldom be beat. 

His biggest problem in the past, 
and one likely to plague him in Las 
Vegas is shot selection . Having the 
shots is only half of the battle , 
knowing when to use them makes 
good players into national champs . 
This is concentration on the court, 
and it seems to be coming back to 
the 26-year-old now . 

A national doubles titlist at age 
20, the intervening six years have 
proved tough ones for Mike . A 
broken back three years ago al­
most finished his playing career, 
but he fought back to play very 
well. He seems to match up against 
the game's best and play better 
against them than against lesser 
players . 

Can Mike win the pro singles 
championship? Yes . But he could 
also lose in the round of 32 or 16 or 
quarters . He's playing well now , 
and if he keeps his head on straight 
M ike could surprise a lot of people. 

Craig McCoy, 20-1 
Riversid e, Cal. 

Another left-handed young ster , 
18-year-old Craig is coming into 
his own in the racquetball arena. A 
tough, three game loss to Serot re­
cently proved to all that he can stay 
on the court with the game's best. 
But Craig has not been known to 
do well in the big tournaments, the 
inexperience and pre ss ure taking 
its toll. This lack of experience or 
ability to handle the pres s ure 
marks McCoy as an excellent 
player who could go out early. Yet, 
he has the game and shots to reach 
as high as anyone. 

Showing excellent form both 
forehand and backhand, Craig's 
fort e is a pinpoint forehand kill, 85 
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per cent of the time in the left 
corner. His strokes are almost ef­
fortless and he glides around the 
court rather than the mad scramble 
by many of the other top players . 

But for McCoy to do well in Las 
Vegas , and for him to have any 
chance at all to win it, somebody 
had better buy him a pair of blind­
ers. 

Ron Stro,n, 20-1 
Minneapolis 

The " Strummer" like the other 
players in the 10-1 and 20-1 cate­
gory is just a shade away from seri­
ous contention. A defensive back­
hand makes up most of that shade, 
although a ferocious forehand 
helps to counterbalance it. 

Just turned 30 (April 10) Ron is 
still really a pro racquetball rookie, 
this being his first year of serious 
competition. He's solid top 10, 
probably top eight and marginal 
top four. 

A nicer guy can't be found and 
perhaps a bit more meanness on 
the court would help his game. If 
his forehand is "on " he 's going to 
destroy anybody he meets early, 
and give fits to anybody from the 
round of 16 on . 

Formerly a teacher with Stran-

demo in St. Cloud, Minnesota, Ron 
now manages a court club in the 
Minneapolis area. He 's been work­
ing on that backhand, and if it ever 
comes around , - look out. 

Jerry H i/ec her, 20-1 
St. Louis 

It's been a lousy year for Jerry 
Hilecher . After a pretty good start 
the bottom has fallen out of his 
game. Beginning with a round of 
16 loss to Rich Wagner in Sun­
nyvale , California in January, he 
lost again ear ly in Dallas . 

Part of Jerry 's problem is lack of 
competition. He 's a student at the 
University of Missouri where four 
i nferior courts and no quality 
players other than himself , make 
keep ing his game sharp next to 
impossible . In order to get a game 
he needs to drive home on 
weekends , which ·' is not always 
practical. 

A year ago Hilecher was one of 
the most dynamic , exciting players 
to watch . Known as a gambling 
shooter, waiting to " get hot " has 
been his tradem ark . His game re­
cently has been to force his shots, 
take too many low percentage ef­
forts and fai l because of it. 

For Jerry Hilecher to be a factor 
in Las Vega s, a complete reversal 
of recent form is necessary . 

JERRY HILECHER 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 
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Complete, Modern Service Facility 

Low Cost Auto Leasing 

Body & Paint Shop 

ONE OF NEVADA'S LARGEST SELECTIONS OF 
TOP QUALITY USED CARS 

3024 Boulder Highway 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89104 
Area Code 702-457-1021 
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Richard Wagner, 25-1 
San Diego 

Another tour rookie, this New 
Jersey 19-year-old now schools at 
the University of San Diego . From a 
dismal performance in the national 
juniors tourney last year, to top 10 
this season shows the great strides 
that Wagner has taken. 

He'll be there soon, but not yet. 
His game is marked by fantastic 
speed and quickness and a nice 
soft touch in front court. He is gen­
erally recognized as the fastest 
player on the tour , but we all know 
you have to do more than just 
reach the ball. 

Rapid success seems to have led 
to a period of unsureness for Rich. 
He has tried too hard to analyze his , 
own game, find out what has made 
him so successful and go on from 
there. Instead he should be con­
centrating on making his shots 
when he gets them, to play more 
aggressively in shot selection. 

I 

\ ,~ When it's third and long, Wagner 
has been playing safe. You can 't 
win unless you go for it. 

Bill Dunn, 25-1 
Union City, Cal. 

Nobody likes to play Bill Dunn. 
That 's the way the pros speak of 
him, and this fact just makes Bill 
chuckle, "I know, they hate it." 
The reason is that Bill is as patient a 
player as you'll ever find . He is con­
tent to hit a thousand ceiling balls 
until the right shot comes to him . 
He plays percentages by the book , 
-you'll seldom see him take a low 
percentage shot. 

Defense is his trade . He'll wear 
an opponent down, force him to 
take the poor shots, and pounce 
from there. Few players like to hit 
ceiling after ceiling ball , except 
Dunn. 

Although not particularly fast on 
the court, Dunn is deceptive, as is 
his entire game. "He doesn't look 
like he's doing a thing out there," 
says one fellow player . "All he 
does is score points." 

Bill won't score enough to win in 
Vegas. But top eight is not out of 
his grasp . 

Marty Hogan, 30-1 
St. Louis 

This 17-year-old high schooler 
has not reached his racquetball 
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maturity yet, but when he does, 
look out! Right now he rates top 16 
and he improves every day. 

Although not a serious title con­
tender this year , the future holds 
nothing but roses for Hogan. His 
main contributions will be two, -
first look for him to knock off one 
or two seeded players ahead of 
him . Second , look for his tough 
matches to be spiced with on-the ­
court antics . 

He ' ll utilize fake time outs, insult 
opponents, cheer himself , hassle 
referees and more. He's as enter­
taining a player as there is on the 
tour, but the general consensus is 
that his game will improve when he 
concentrates more on his shots 
and less on the crowd . 

Bill Thurman, 30-1 
Redwood City, Cal. 

Congenial Bill is another rac­
quetballer that the other players 
hate to play , mainly because you 
never know quite how good Bill will 
perform. When he's on , he can beat 
anybody . But when he 's off he can 
be horrible. 

To win the pro title in Las Vegas, 
it will take more consistency than 
Bill Thurman has ever shown be­
fore . But before he's through he 

could make life very rough for 
some of the higher seeded players . 

Thurman's main problem over 
the past few years, and remaining 
today is concentration. Like Mike 
Zeitman , his shot selection at times 
has bordered on the ridiculous. Un­
Ii ke Zeitman, Thurman doesn ' t 
seem to be outgrowing it. 

Dan Alder, 50-1 
Lansing , Michigan 

A real student of the game, Dan 
has had many a misfortune fall 
upon his racquetball career this 
season. After a fast start along the 
N.R.C. tour, he packed up in mid­
season and moved from San Diego 
to Michigan . The resulting loss of 
competition and daily verbalizing 
on racquetball theory with other 
analysts has destroyed Dan 's 
game. 

Now playing close to 10 points 
below his capabilities, it will take a 
monumental effort for Dan to re­
gain the form he showed earlier 
this season . Unless his shots stay 
down and his head stays up , he ' ll 
have trouble in the 16's . · 

Ken Wong , 50-1 
St. Louis 

Little Ken has not made too many 
of the tour stops this year as he 
continues work on his masters de­
gree in computer technology . But 
this former intercollegiate squash 
champion is a real hustler and 
when he shows up does a good job . 

BILL THURMAN 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 



KEN WONG 

But the pace of the play at the top 
has picked up considerably since 
Wong was a regular tour player and 
it will be most difficult for him to 
get back into the swing of things by 
April 20 . 

Still lacking that consistent kill 
shot, Wong could break into the 
top 16, but anything higher will be a 
real surprise . 

Victor N iederhoffer, 100-1 
N ew York 

One of the all -time greats in the 
world of squash will try his hand in 
the pro bracket of racquet ball in 
Las Vegas. Having virtually no ex­
perience in racquetball, it is dif ­
ficult to believe that Mr. Niederhof­
fer, despite great ski lls , can make 
an indentation on even the top 16. 

But just the fact th at Nied erhof ­
fer is w i lling to give racquetball's 
best a go for it shows the class of 
this man . We wi sh him all the luck 
in the world, and w e th ink he ' ll 
need it. 

WELCOME TO LAS VEGAS 

STAY AT THE 

HANDBALL & RACQUETBALL 

PLAYERS MOTEL 

YOUR HOSTS: 

THE AL KLEIN 'S 

TOURNAMENT DATES : 

APRIL 13TH - 25TH 

Q- $16 .50- one person occupancy 
K- $20 .50 - doubl e occupancy 
Triple - $22 .50 
Four per son occupancy - $24 .50 
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National Director Chairs 

Seeding and Draw Committee 

The seeding of players and 
placement in the brackets is the 
most sensitive and important step 
of any tournament. And when the 
tournament is the National Cham­
pionships as this one is here in Las 
Vegas , with the largest purse in the 
history of the game , well , it is just 
that much more important. 

Seeding and match pairings for 
all N.R.C. and U.S.R .A. national 
tournaments are based on previ­
ous resu Its of pro -a m play from any 
sector . The Nat ional Seeding 
Committee is chaired by National 
Director Chuck Leve on whose 
shoulders all final authority with 
t he draw rests. 

Leve requests and receives aid 

( 

VIC NIEDERHOFFER 

from many areas on a regional and 
local basis, wherever the Seamco 
Pro-Am tour travels. But no other 
person in the nation knows the 
players like Leve. He himself is not 
a pro player and that fact, plus his 
t rack record , have earned him the 
confidence and respect of all the 
players, who feel that with Leve in 
charge of the draw they will all get a 
fair shake. 

Player number one is selected 
and placed at the top of the draw 
sheet, with player number two 
placed at the bottom. From there 
players three and four are chosen , 
and a coin is flipped , deciding 
which player goes at the bottom of 
the top bracket and which to the 
top of the bottom bracket. 

Players ranked five through 
eight are then selected and their 
places in the brackets are chosen 
by luck of the draw. Players nine 
through 16 are placed in a likewise 
manner. The remaining slots are 
filled by luck of the draw. 

This method of draw has two dis­
tinct benefits . First, the tourna­
ment is given balance by separat­
ing the top play ers on opposite 
sides of the tournament, thus mak­
ing, theoretically for the best pair­
ings in the quarter, semi, and final 
round matches . Secondly, it is fair 
by determining opponents by a 
blind draw. 

DELUXE ROOMS • KINGS & QUEENS : ~j 
BABYSITTERS . PETS QI( . ROOM PHOHES · CO LOR T.V !, ~{ ~ 
WEDDING ARRANGEMENTS . HEATfO POOL · CAR RENTAi$ ·:\ 
PARl<ING FOR BO.>.TS & TRAILERS . TUBS & SHOWERS i I 

ON THE s::~: ICE FOR All • MAJOR

7
CREJDIT

9
CARO S

6
Ac:C

7
EPT

3
ED 

9 
I I .

1 BETWEEN TROPICANA & MGM HOTEL - I 11 
3774 LAS VEGAS BLVD. 736-6000 LAS VEGAS 11 

FREE BUS SERV ICE TO AND FROM THE AIRPORT . 
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Meet The N .R.C. And U .S.R.A. 

Robert W. Kend/er 

Bob Kendi er , at age 70 still a dynamo on the court , 
is the father of all the court sports . Before racquet­
ball was ever imagined, this Milwaukee born real 
estate giant was wowing the spectators on the 
handball court . And if you've been following hand­
ball or racquetball for a few years, then you know the 
story of court sport success that has followed Bob. 

In 1951, at the urging of his fellow players, and in 
an attempt to right what were then and st ill are 
inconsistencies in the amateur code , Bob formed 
the U.S. Handball Association . At that time the 
Amateur Athletic Union (A.A.U .) had total jurisdic­
tion over the sport of handball, but not for long . 
Within two years, virtually every player of stature had 
joined the U.S .H.A. 

Under Kend/er's leadership, the U.S.H.A. grew to a 
strong and healthy body , the true voice of handball . 
Its publication ACE magazine (since changed to 
HANDBALL) has become the recognized Bible of the 
sport . 

In 1968 Kendler culminated what had been a sev­
eral year study and monitoring, and formed the In­
ternational Racquetball Association . As President 
Bob led the I.A.A. to four and one-half years of unbe­
lievable growth, both in memberships and income. 
During his term of office, RAC QU ETBAL L magazine 
was born . 

Then, in April of 1973 he became disenchanted 
with some of the policies set down by the I.A.A. 's 
Board of Directors, policies which he felt were not 
the natural evolution of the game and that organi­
zation. He resigned as I.A.A. President and or­
ganized the professional National Racquetball Club 
(N.R.C.) and amateur United States Racquetball As­
sociation (U.S.R.A.) in an effort to promote racquet­
ball on both the professional as well as amateur 
level . 

He succeeded in organizing a four-stop pro-am 
tour for the 1973-74 racquetball year. This year the 
tour has doub led to eight stops, with Las Vegas 
being the classic of them all . 

As President of the N.R .C. and U.S.R.A. and like all 
N.R.C.-U.S .R.A. personnel, Bob would like to hear 
your comments about racquetball. You 'll see him all 
around the courts this week. If something's on your 
mind about the sport , stop and let him answer your 
questions. 

Chuck Leve 

The one man who has ridden herd on the rise of 
Racquetba ll is Chuck Leve . Signed by Bob Kendler 
as Executive Secretary of the I.A.A. upon his gradua­
tion from college, Chuck quickly assimilated his tal­
ents to this babe of a sport . 

Racquetball and Leve became synonymous . At his 
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encouragement, and anxious to put to use his jour­
na l ism degree , Ra cqu etb a ll magazine was okayed 
by Bob Kendi er and in November of 1973 it came off 
the presses. As Executive Secretary of the I.A .A., 
Leve saw the membership increase 1000 per cent in 
three years . One could never attend a major tour­
nament without seeing Chuck there , on the job , tak­
ing notes , photos, refereeing matches , taping inter­
views, and quietly seeing to i t that each tournament 
was a total success. 

When Bob Kendler left the I.A .A. , Chuck was of­
fer ed the d irectorship of bot h organization s and he 
chose to remain with Kendler and the new N.R.C. 
Feeling that the future of the sport was in the pro-am 
concept , Chuck has put all his efforts into making 
the N .R.C. and U.S.R.A. go . 

Nati ona l Rac qu et ball magazine is his creation , 
and the present format of pro-am play , with a large 
emphasis on amateurs , is also h is brainch ild . 

Chuck 's ma in two respons ib i li ties are ed i ting 
Natio na l Ra cquet ball magazine and organization of 
the Seamco Pro-Am Tour . These two , plus the daily 
chores of keeping the membership up to date and 
informed , re-writing and printing of the 
U.S .R.A.-N .R.C. rule book and many other details fall 
to Chuck. 

Although author of the best selling instruction al 
book in racquetball, Chuck's duties keep him from 
playing as much as he would like . 

As for his playing ability , Chuck says , "I consid er 
my entry fee a don ati on ." 

Jo e A rd i to 

A " long " time ago Joe Ardito became invo lved 
with racquetball . This is not too unusual except that 
Joe was a life-long handbal/er . But the great exp er i­
ence he had gained from his year s of striking the ball 
with his hands , and,. running tournament s was an 
obvious answer to the needs of the U.S.R.A. 

To next page 
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Ardito has bee n with the N.R.C. and now U.S.R .A. 
since the inception of pro-am play in the fall of 1973. 
A Chicago native, Joe has been instrumental in or­
ganizing the Ill inois Handball Association and cur­
rently takes an active role not only with handball, but 
racquetball on a local level as well . 

As business manager of both organizations, Joe's 
abi l ity to negotiate contracts, find new sources of 
income and budget that income have lent a guiding 
hand to the promotiona l efforts of the N.R .C. and 
U.S.R.A. 

As National Commissioner he has earned the re­
spect of all the players , amateurs and pros , as a fair, 
but firm enforcer of U.S .R.A. policies . 

Joe has taken the brunt of the burden for the 
Nationals here in Las Vegas . Co-ordination with the 
Tropicana on room arrangements , court rehabilita­
tion , handling of ent ries, awards and virtually all 
phases of the event have passed through Joe 's 
scrutiny . And it has been no easy task . Just a look 
aro und at the record number of entries for both the 
handba ll an d. racquetball weeks tell you what a job 
he has done. 

Joe Ardito, he 's our kind of guy . 

Gordy Pfeifer 
Although Gordy Pfeifer (pronounced Py-fer) is 

employed by the National Handball Club (N .H.C., -

handball's pr o gro up sim ilar to racq uetball's N .R.C.) 
his efforts to make both the hand ball and racqu et­
ball National Cha mpionshi p s in Las Vegas a success 
cannot be minimized . 

Working out of his native Tacoma, Washington, 
Gordy has spent many exhausting hours in Las 
Vegas, leaving wife and family at home for weeks at a 
time to make sure everything was progressing satis.­
factorily. 

He is well known in inne r circles of the organiza­
tions for his uncanny ability to stay on top of a 
problem unti l it is entirely worked out to his satisfac­
tion. That of course , is also to the satisfaction of the 
N.R.C. and U.S.R.A. 

Gordy has been the U.S.R.A an d U.S.H.A. 's chie f 
negotiator and worker in Las Vegas for the past year. 
Many of the local people here, both laymen and 
employees of the Tropica na and University claim 
that he lives in their pockets. 

Pfeifer is like a prized bloodho und. Once on th e 
trail he believes right, he'll stay on it until the end 
result is accomplished. All he asks for is action, but 
he'll wait around to make sure it's done . 

Also a top handball player, Gordy has shake n 
serious respiratory illness to reach the top eight of 
the N.H.C.'s Spalding pro tour. His all out style o f 
play is indicative of his off the court personality. He 
never lets up. 

N.R.C . MEN'S MONEY EARNINGS 

Rank Player Starts Tota l Earnings Average Earnings Per Event 
1 (tie) Charles Brumfield 2 $2,100 $1,050 

Ste ve Strandemo 2 2,100 1,050 
3 Ste ve Keeley 6 5,200 866 
4 Ste ve Serot 6 5,100 850 
5 Ron Rubenstein 3 1,200 400 
6 Ron Strom 4 1,580 395 
7 Dan Alder 5 1,430 286 
8 Mike Zeitman 5 1,115 223 
9 (tie) Randy Stafford 1 200 200 

Ken Wong 1 200 200 
11 (tie) Richard Wagner 6 1,140 190 

Bill Schm idtke 2 380 190 
13 Jim Trent 2 215 107 
14 Charles Drake 6 495 82 
15 Marty Hogan 4 315 78 
16 Pa ul lkier 3 23 0 76 
17 Joe Ycaza 4 300 75 

N.R.C. LADIES' MONEY EARNINGS 

Rank Player Starts Total Earnings Average Earn ings Per Event 
1 (tie) Kathy Wil liams 3 $750 $250 

Jan Campbel l 1 250 250 
3 (tie) Sue Carow 3 450 150 

Siliva Hooks 1 150 150 
5 (tie) Betty Johnso n 3 150 50 

Jean Sauser 1 50 50 
Bet te Weed 1 50 50 
Gerri Stoffregen 1 50 50 
Cam ill e McCarthy 1 50 50 

10 Te ri Davis 2 50 25 
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Can Anyone Catch 

Ms. 'Super Tex?' 
Picking the winner of the 

women 's pro bracket is an easy 
chore. Peggy Steding , barring in­
jury or illness or act of God , will win 
the title. 

The real difficulty in picking the 
gals is that the rest of the field is an 
unknown quantity. Many of the 
gals behind Peggy have the game 
and desire to make a true run for , if 
not the t itle, certainly the runner­
up position. 

So, who else , besides Steding 
will be playing well during Las 
Vegas? Will another unknown, like 
herself in 1973 , vault to the top in 
meteoric fashion? 

At this date the development of 
women 's racquetball is not alluring 
enough for all the top players to 
congregate once a month to battle 
each other ; to gain the needed ex­
per ience and throw off the hinder­
ing straitjacket of inconsistency . 

The Seamco Pro Tour drew a 
Carow-Williams final •in three of the 
past four months . The one time 
they didn ' t reach the finals was be-

JAN CAMPBELL 
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cause neither of them competed. In 
that one it was Campbell first and 
Hooks second. 

For this rea son , aft e r the proven 
players , i.e ., Steding , Campbell , 
Pasternak and W i lliams , anything 
can happen. And even the last 
three on the above list are not im­
mune from early round upsets . 

Women 's racquetball needs 
more time , more prize money, and 
more tournaments to encourage 
the dedication and play that marks 
the men 's bracket. The Seamco 
Pro Tour offers $500 per tourna­
ment to be div ided between th e top 
four ladies. And although it is not 
much , it is the first cohesive at­
tempt to g ive them someth ing. As 
the game moves forward , the 
prizes and events w i ll move up ­
ward . Until then, I see it this way . 

Pegg y St edin g, /-/ 
Odessa, T ex. 

It 's even money that Peggy Sted­
ing will capture the women 's pro 
title , if she plays . And although we 
ex pect her to go after the first pro 
Ladies Ch ampionships , it would 
mark her first appearance on the 
tour this season if she does . 

Although not qu ite as inv inc ible 
as in recent years, Peggy still is 
tough enough to win the tourna­
ment. Two years ago , she was head 
and shoulders above the rest of the 
field . Now she has been having to 
go three games with players like 
Jan Campbell , Jan Pasternak, and 
Jenny Harding . 

To our knowledge Peggy still has 
never lost a racquetball match to 
another woman . She has had to go 
three games a few times , but has 
always managed to w in . 

Her powerful game, with devas­
tating forehand drives and k i lls, 
enables her to utterly destroy op ­
ponents. Her backhand is good , 
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she 's able to hit a strong ceil ing 
ball either way , and has the qu ick­
ness and anticipation to get to 
most shot s. 

But age could be ca tching up on 
the 38-year -old champ , dubb ed 
" Super Tex " by admirers and foes 
al ike . The road could be a long one 
in Vegas, and sinc e Peggy in sists 
on playing many tournaments dur­
ing the year, her cond it ion ing must 
be tops for her to last th e rigor s of 
the Nationals. 

W ill she last? Yes. Will sh e win 
the title? Yes . Will it be easy ? No . 

Jan Campb ell, 4-1 
San Di ego 

" Scramble " Campbell has been 
waiting for her shot at the title for 
three years now , ever since St ed­
ing showed up une x pectedly in 
1973 to el iminate a sho c ked Jan in 
the second round . Of the rest of the 
field , Campbell is the be st , al­
though she is sti l l plagued by her 
old nemesis , incons istency . 

Campbell has matured on the 
court in the past few years , and 
:nuch of the reason c an be paral ­
leled to the emergence of Sted ing . 
From a cocky San Diegan on th e 
verge of dominating the women 's 
scene , Jan was sudde n ly humbl ed 
by this unknown wonder wo ma n. 
And it did her good . 

She has worked extremely ha rd 
on her game since then, and has 
come to within two points of taking 
that first match off Sted ing . Al ­
though she sometimes has trouble 
with lesser players , she is the one 
woman who can g ive that gr ea t ef­
fort necessary to topple Sted ing . 

Jan 's close relationship with 
men 's star Cha r lie Brumfield has 
certainly helped her game , too . 
Charl ie 's steadying influence and 
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instruction has aided Jan 's de­
velopment a great deal. 

But she is no one's shadow . Her 
great determination, and flawless 
form will soon be the best female 
game in the land . She has both the 
backhand and forehand, the ceil­
ing and passes, and the kill ability. 
She is quickly learning strategy 
and conditioning , her knee, injured 
last year, is sound. 

I don 't think she can win it this 
year . But she might come real 
close. 

Jan Pasternak, 6-1 
Tempe, Ari z . 

Two-time national amateur 
champ Jan Pasternak rates as 
another outside chance at the title . 
Pasternak can and has defeated 
Campbell, but can 't and never has 
defeated Steding . Most likely , 
she ' ll have to beat Campbell before 
she gets a shot at Steding . 

For Jan to do well in Las Vegas a 
lot depends on her physical condi­
tion. She has a tendency to put on 
weight, one of the major problems 
facing this 21-year-old gal. If she 's 
in shape, nobody can compare 
with her determination and desire 
on the court. But if she 's out of 
shape, she'll catch hers quick, for 
this year 's field of females is the 
strongest in history . 

Jan 's game is a solid combina­
tion of passes, kills , and retrieving . 
She doesn 't tend to get into ex­
tended ceiling rallies , yet she has 
that capability . She'd just as soon 
drive the ball on you than shoot it , 
but she can do both. And never 
count her out of a point , she ' ll go 
after everything even if it means 
diving to the floor for that get. 

But it's just this style that causes 
her to wilt under the exhausting ef­
fort, when she 's not in playing 
condition . One look at Jan as she 
arrives in Las Vegas will tell most 
players how well she ' ll do . If she 's 
slim , look out! 

Kathy Williams, 8-1 
Livonia, Mich. 

The only reason Kathy Williams 
is not rated a better shot at the 
women's title is competition . She 
just doesn't get the opportunity to 
play the gals above her enough to 
improve her game substantially . 
But such an excuse cannot hold up 
too long, for there are plenty of 
men around to give Kathy all she 
wants on the court. 
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In tournaments, only Sue Carow 
has been any competition for her in 
the past eight months, and Kathy 
has yet to get psyched up for a 
match against Carow, probably 
feeling she can defeat Sue 
whenever she wants . And when 
Williams is not mentally ready to 
play, she doesn ' t play . 

Yet she's as strong as any 
woman in the game. She has 
power, finesse, can hit great ceil­
ing shots, drives , and kills . Her 
form is exquisite, and she knows 
the game. The only t_hing Kathy 

KATHY WILLIAMS 

lacks is consistency . 
At times she appears to be the 

greatest player in the world . At 
other times she doesn't move, has 
horrible shot selection, and can't 
execute. It's mot ivation that Kathy 
Williams needs, the desire to win 
and the concentration necessary 
to achieve that goal. 

Will the real Kathy Williams 
please stand up? 

Jennifer Harding, 8-1 
Portland 

It's really impossible to predict 
how a player will do when one has 
never seen her play . This is the 
case with Jennifer Harding, whose 
game I have never witnessed, or at 
least if I did I wasn ' t sufficiently im­
pressed to remember it. 

Jenny Harding , has however, put 
together a str ing of impressive 
wins this season and does rate 
consideration to be a factor in this 
tournament. She was a quarter­
finalist in last year 's amateur na­
tionals, losing to Pasternak 14 and 
17, and she has done well in vari­
ous other tournaments. 

My sources tell me she's the 
most improved female player in the 
land and if that 's the case, she must 
be playing very well. The only ques­
tion I have is whether or not she 
can hold up under the pressure of 
the Las Vegas event. 

If she can, she's sure to reach the 
quarters , maybe the semi 's , but I 
can 't see her taking a serious run at 
Steding . But then , I never have 
seen her, so who am I to say? 

Sue Carow, 12-1 
Glenview, Ill. 

Susie Carow is going to be mad 
at me, but I still can ' t rate her ·any 
better than 12-1 . If desire and guts 
and determination were all that 
counted, she 'd w in the who le thing 
hands down. But trying hard 
doesn 't always put the ball away 
and Sue 's game , a lthough one of 
the top eight in the country , is not 
good enough to vault her to the 
best in the land . 

Sue claims you don ' t need a 
good ceiling game to win the 
women 's title. I disagree. You 
m ight not need the cei li ng in local, 
state , or even reg ional match-ups 
against other gals , but ag inst the 
top four or five you certainly do. 

Carow 's drives and lobs serve 
almost the same purpose, and for 
pass ing po ints there are none bet-
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ter. But they are not enough . Al­
though her killing ability has im­
proved over the past year , I don't 
see Carow doing much better than 
last year's quarter-final finish. 

If she does better , I'll be the first 
to congratulate her . 

J ean Sauser, 12-1 
Northbrook, Ill. 

Jeannie Sauser , Carow's good 
friend and near-equal on the court 
rates about the same as Sue. Al ­
though I'd pick Carow in a match 
between the two, chances are 
th ey ' ll be in opposite bracket s here 
in Las Vegas . 

Sauser is another top eighter 
from last year's amateur nationals , 
where she was blown out by Wil ­
liams 21-4, 21-7 . Jean's game has 
improved greatly since then and in 
a matchup with Willi ams would 
now do much better . 

Jean has good strength, a great 
forehand kill, but inconsistency 
with her backhand . She also tends 
to lose concentr at ion on the court, 
making her look lazy at tim es, 
which she is not. 

All Jean needs is the incentive to 
work harder at her game, take it 
more seriously. More hours on the 
court would help, especially to 
gain the need ed consistency. 

But then, anybody can criticize 
from afar. Sauser is good, but no 
better than top eight. 
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Betty Johnson, 15-1 
San Diego 

Betty Johnson has shown great 
improvement over the past year, 
and if she continues to work on her 
game , has a real good chance to 
break into the top eight. 

The accessability of top competi­
tion in San Diego is one aid to her 
game and her ability to think on the 
court is probably her greatest asset 
during play . 

Recent months have shown her 
definite ability to kill the ball, and 
Betty does not seem to know what 
pressure is yet. Her emotionless 
conduct on the court does not in­
dicate the true inward feelings of 
this highly competitive female. But 
it does allow her play well at all 
points during a match . 

Betty still does not have quite the 
shots to make a real run at the title. 
Still , watch for her to pull an upset 
or two during the week . 

Camill e McCarthy, 25-1 
Indianapolis 

McCarthy , like Johnson is a 
pretty blond whose lack of outward 
emotion on the court can drive op­
ponents wild . Cam ille however, 
does not quite have the game that 
Betty , or the other girls above her 
do . 

Not that she isn 't a good player , 
she is. But she lacks the strength 
and durability that mark the to p 
gals , along with a powerful back­
hand, so important in women 's 
racquetb all. 

Camille wi l l be a delight to 
watch, as usual. But she will go no 
hig her than the quarter -finals . 

G erri Stoffr egen, 25-1 
Cincinnati 

If Gerri can put together two 
consecutive games like her first 
game aga in st Kathy Willi ams in th e 
Michigan Pro-Am, she will do very 
well in Las Vegas . But Gerri, like so 
many of the better women rac­
quetbal I players of today, lacks th e 
consistency that would vault her 
many notch es up the ladder . 

It will be a great feat for her , or 
any woman out of th e top eight 
seeds to put together three or four 
excellent rounds. But I don't think 
it will happen. Gerri, like many of 
the others, lacks the big tourna­
ment experience, the experience 
of playing other top fem ales on a 
regular basis. 

She'll be top 16, - but no higher. 

Silvia Ho oks, 25-1 
San Francisco 

Silvia is a newcomer to top ladies 
racquetball , having placed second 
in the Sunnyva le- Frampton pro-am 
in January . Her strength and spee d 
account for many of her points , but 
alas, the same haunting problems 
appear in her games as with the 
others . 

First , tournament experience. 
Except for th e top five or six girls, 
none has had the constant pres­
sure and exposure of tournament 
play , especially Si lvia. Second , she 
is still inconsistent, and the exper i­
ence she steadily wi l l gain wil l aid 
that fault. Th ird , her backhand is 
not quite ready for top notch com­
petiton . 

But S ilvia is improv ing, and I 
hope she play s in Las Vegas . She 
can use the work, and she could 
surprise a few on the way . 

B ette Weed , 25-1 
San Die go 

Bette could be much better than 
a 25-1 shot for the title, but proba­
bly won't. He r national tournament 
credentials are not nearly as good 
as her local and invitational results, 
a problem Bette has had for a few 
years now , and just can ' t seem to 
shake. 

It's unfortun ate , because Bette is 
a fine racquetball pl ayer. She is 
strong , has al l of the shots, but 
doesn't seem ab le to keep her head 
together during the nationals. 

If she can handle the pressure in 
Las Veg as, cut her odds in half. 

BETTE WEED 
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We'd Like You To Know More 

About Our Organizations 

The two racquetball associa­
tions headquartered at 4101 Demp­
ster Street in Skokie, I Iii no is and 
the people who lead these or­
ganizations have been in the court 
sports business for many years. 

The National Racquetball Club, 
(N.R.C.) our professional racquet­
ball outlet , was organized in 1973 
and was the first organization to 
deliver professional racquetball to 
the public. 

The United States Racquetball 
Association (U .S.R.A.) was formed 
in 1974 and is responsible for 
National Racquetball magazine 
and is hosting these wonderful Na­
tional Championships here in Las 
Vegas. 

But the racquetball histories of 
these two organizations goes back 
much farther than that. Robert W. 
Kendler, president of both organi­
zations, is a long time handball 
player , dating back to the 1930's 
(but don 't tell him you read it here) . 
In 1951 he and a group of 
handball 's top players felt the 
Amateur Athletic Union (A.A.U.) 
was not truly representing the 
country's handball players and led 
by Kendler the group formed the 
United States ·· Handball Associa­
tion (U.S.H.A .). 

The great successes of the 
U.S.H .A. are well annalled and 
those of you who witness the 
handball nationals April 13-18 will 
know that this game is far from los­
ing popularity, - in fact handb all 
continues to grow. 

In 1968 Kendler brought to ­
gether a number of dissident fac­
tions of racquetball , paddleball, 
paddle racquets and other groups 
into a cohesive unit under th e na­
tional banner of the International 
Racquetball Association (I.R .A.) . 

Under Kendler's leadership the 
I.R.A . grew from nothing to a thriv ­
ing organization with annual in­
come over $125,000 by the year 
1973 . It was in that yea r, however, 
that political in -fighting disrupted 
the organization and due to his 
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disagreements with some mem­
bers of the board of directors on 
policy and dir ections to take , Ken­
dler resigned the presidency and 
formed the N.R.C. 

One of the reasons for resigning 
was Kendler's belief that profes­
sionalism would be a great boost to 
racquetball and he had spoke a de­
sire to begin a sma ll pro tour within 
the I.R.A. But he saved this plum for 
his newly-created N.R .C. and thus 
the first pro tour was begun in Sep­
tember, 1973. 

For a year the N.R.C. went about 
its business of promoting the sport 
through pro and pro-am competi­
tion. It was not an easy road to hoe, 
though, as one might imagine. But 
the initial pains of birth are long 
behind the N.R.C . which had four 
tournaments in the 1973-74 season 
and has had eight in this the 
1974-75 season. This pro -am na­
tionals is the cu lm ination of the 
greatest year in racquetball 's his­
tory . 

In the fall of 1974 , when political 
pressures were mounting, Kendler 
and the N.R .C. felt that many deci­
sions being made by the I.R.A. were 
not in the best interests of all rac­
quetballers, especially amateurs, 
the 99.44 per cent of those playing 
the game . For that reason , feeling 
that true amateurism stil l had a 
place and an important one at that 
in the total racquetball spectrum, 
Kendler formed the U.S.R.A . 

These National Championships 
is the U.S.R.A .'s first major effort , 
and we are proud indeed of the job 
done by our many representatives. 
Later this year state and local chap­
ters will be organized , and state, 
regional and invitational tourna­
ments will be set up to give the 
amateurs a chance to compete for 
the pure joy and stimulation of the 
game. They will not have to buck 
those peo ple who have decided to 
make th eir liv ing playing th e game . 

National Racquetball magazin e 
serves both organization s as offi­
cia l voice of th e U.S. R.A. and 

N.R.C. It contains tournament re­
sults, instructional articles, infor­
mation on development and open­
ing of court clubs, tournament 
schedules and interviews with the 
game's stars . It is a bi-monthly pub­
lication and we feel the best period­
ical on racquetball in the country. 

There have never been and will 
never be any qualifications, restric­
tions , bans, or discrimination in 
any N.R.C. or U.S.R .A. event. It is 
our feeling that if you, Mr . 
Racquetball, wishes to partici­
pate in one of o.ur tournaments, all 
you have to do is enter, -that's all. 

If you're an amateur and want to 
compete against the pros, - fine 
be our guest. If you want to play 
amateur in the U.S .R.A . and 
haven 't accepted more than $200 
prize money in the past 12 calendar 
months, be our guest. We'd love to 
have you, - anywhere. 

The N.R.C. has endorsed the 
Seamco 559 green racquetball in 
1974 , the off icia l ball of the pro 
tour . Since then Seamco has been 
the driving force behind the N.R.C. 
ans had donated $25,000 in spon­
sorship money for the 1975 portion 
of this season's tour. 

The U.S.R.A. recently endorsed 
the new Seamco 747 black rac­
quetball and feel that this ball will 
be the rave of the racquetball 
world . But no matter which ball you 
use, you can rest assured that the 
royalty money that Seamco pays 
for our endorsements goes right 
back into the promotion of the 
sport. We'd like to thank Seamco 
for their generosity, and we ·~ lik e 
you to thank them too, by support­
ing us through the purchase of 
their products. 

If any of you would like to have 
furth er information on th e N.R.C. , 
U.S.R .A., organization of local or 
state chapters, see one of our rep ­
resentatives -during your stay here 
in Las Vegas , or contact us in 
Skokie. We look forward to your 
comments, criticisms and help . 
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How Fast Can A Great 
Athlete Learn To Play 

Top Racquetball? 

Victor Niederhoffer, the famed squash champion, aims to find out and he 'll test himself here in Las Vegas . 
Also in the offing is a hands versus racquet match with Niederhoffer challeng ing any two handball players 
against himself, using a handball and Niederhoffer a racquetball racquet . 

By Howie Eisenberg 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Howie Eisen­
berg, Vic's uncle, has been a six 
time USPBA paddleball champi­
on, a 3-time National AA Handball 
doubles champion as well as fre­
quent runner-up in USHA 1 wall 
and 3 wall competition and a high­
ly ranked 4-wall doubles player. 

As a frequent competitor, some ­
times partner and constant ob­
server of Vic Niederhoffer's ac­
tivities on and off the court, as well 
as from the dual vantage point of 
former handball and paddleball 
champion, I am able to provide a 
rather unique perspective in pre­
senting Vic . 

A precocious youth , he wasted 
little time in establishing his prow­
ess in court sports, winning a 
junior tournament in handball and 
the New York City Junior Tennis 
Championship · at age 13. This latter 
accomplishment was all the more 
singular considering that Vic's 
primary competition came from 
bigger, stronger 17 year olds . 

Even more portentous of Vic's 
flair, now reflected in his brash 
challenge, was a paddleball match 
game he played at age 11, against 
George Baskin, a man still believed 
by many one-wall handball devo­
tees to have been the hardest hit­
ting national champion ever. 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: There are no 
small number of handball analysts 
who believe that that distinction 
belongs to Howie Eisenberg.) 
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The spectacle of this scrawny 
kid , less than 5 feet tall {yes , even 
smaller than handball ' s Lou 
Russo), playing a fully mature 
handball champ ion would have in­
deed been ludicrous were it not for 
the outcome. Not only did 
Niederhoffer win the match, which 
incidentally was for a rather large 
sum of money , but the mastery he 
exhibited in repeatedly gaining 
court position over the veteran , 
Baskin , was no less than embar­
rassing. 

Vic went on to win the New York 
City Junior Tennis Championsh ip 
five successive times and was un­
defeated in interscholastic com­
petition throughout his higt, school 
career. 

While Vic was occup ied with 
tennis, I took over the paddleball 

-
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laurels for the family , winning the 
first four USPBA sing les tit les . For 
me, paddleball was an occas ional 
diversion from handbal l , and al­
though I easily eclipsed all compe­
t ition, the victories were not all that 
signif icant to me , because I knew 
that my " little " nephew (6' 2" by 
then) was indeed superior to me in 
the game he had temporarily 
abandoned. 

Vic came back to paddleball with 
a vengeance, d ivesting me of my 
singles crown but further enhanc­
ing the family monopoly by annex­
ing the doubles title with me . We 
repeated the script the fo ll owing 
year and then forever abd icated 
from the paddleba l l scene . 

With my attent ions focused on 
handba ll , Vic had found a new a ll­
consu ming sports interest in 
squash. Never hav ing seen a 
squash court before attending 
Harvard, V ic 's rise to the top of the 
squash world was meteoric. Na­
tional Junior Champion his f i rst 
year of play; National Intercol­
legiate Champion his second ; 
runner -up in the USSRA Cham­
pionship the next year ; and Na­
tional Champion in 1966 , after less 
than five years of play . 

This enviable record not w ith­
standing, Niederhoffer retired as 
Champion to concentrate on at­
taining his doctorate and to pursue 
his business interests . After estab­
lishing his firm , Niederhoffer , 
Cross & Zeckhauser as the lead ing 
business brokerage firm {ar-
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rangement of mergers), Vic re­
turned to national squash competi­
tion in 1972. 

Thoroughly dominating the 
world of amateur squash by win­
ning the national singles and dou­
bles crowns in 1972, 1973, and 
1974, Vic set his sights in 1975 on 
the diadem of the professional 
squash championship, the North 
American Open . 

To attain this goal , Niederhoffer 
not only -had to conquer the tradi­
tional handicap of the amateur 
competing against the profes­
sional , i.e ., lack of the time and 
competition available to the pro, 
but Vic had to dispossess a 
dynasty . Although there is not a 
Ghengis among them , the Khan 
family of P~kistan has so com­
pletely dominated open squash for 
the last 25 years that the Obert 
clan 's stranglehold on one-wall 
handball in the lat e 50 's and early 
60 ' s paled by comparison . 

(EDITOR 'S NOTE: There were a 
number of tournaments where in 
order to win, one had to take the 
measure of all 3 Oberts; e.g ., 
Steve Sandler defeated Ruby, 
Oscar and Carl in that order to win 
the 1961 AAU singles.) 

At the top of the family tree was 
Sharif Khan, North American 
Champion 6 successive years and 
said by many to be the best squash 
player of al l ti me (and younger than 
Niederhoffer to boot). Undaunted 
by the formidable obstacles in h is 
path , Vic tra ined for the tourna ­
ment in his own inimitable fas hion . 
He did wind sp··rints on Madison 
Avenue on his way to and from his 
7-day-a -week occupation ; prac ­
ticed primarily aga inst himself 
(since other area play ers afford 
him littl e competition) and culmi­
nated his efforts with a carbohy­
drate starvation/saturation di et that 
was gleaned from the lips of an 
aborig inal man on his deathb ed in 
the tropical jungl e of the Australian 
Northern Territorie s. 

It was at this juncture that Vic 
confidentally remarked to me that 
he would be extremely disap ­
pointed if he did not go through the 
tournament without losing a game. 
Much to everyone's astoni shment, 
he almo st did just that. Niederhof ­
fer advanced to the fin a ls of th e 
North American Open in Mexico 
City, dispatching several lesser 
Khans, alb eit former champions , 
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enroute and proceeded to take a 
2-0 game lead against Sharif be­
fore losing his first game. Vic then 
reversed that loss in a game he de­
scribes as the best Sharif ever 
played. Vic won 15-11, to become 
the undisputed king of squash. 

As an anti-climax , in successive 
weeks Vic won the Canadian and 
U.S. Nat ionals without a game loss . 
He had gotten so razor sharp and 
so dominated play that the 
matches held little excitement, de­
spite the superb exhibitions of 
court mastery and shotmaking. 

At 31, with no more squash 
worlds to conquer, Vic Niederhof­
fer is turning to racquetball. He has 
never played the game before nor 
has he seen it played . With charac­
teristic confidence he is predicting 
victory and with two months of 
practice he just may succeed. 

But now Niederhoffer may have 
gone too far. He has challenged 
Paul Haber and Russo in hands 
versus racquet two on one. Vic w il l 
use a racquetball racquet and the 
match will be played with a hand­
ball. 

It is my firm conviction that in his 
challenge to Haber-Russo, Nieder­
hoffer has for once overstepped 
even his capabilities . The combina­
tion of abilities represented in 
these two champions will prove 
Vic's undoing . 

Included in his disadvantages 
are the following: 

1. Court size is different from 
that of a squash court. 

2. The bounce of a handball is 
completely different from that of a 
squash or racquetball. 

3. Items 1 & 2 result in com­
pletely different spins and carom 
angles. 

4 . The kill shot which doesn't 
exis t in squash is an integral part of 
the game . 

5. Ditto the ceiling shot, of 
which Haber is the foremost expo­
nent the game has known . 

6. Movements in a handball 
co urt a re necessa rily d iff eren t from 
those in a squash court. 

7. Po si tion disadvantage of 
p layers, 2 men. 

8. Stamina disadv ant age of play­
ers, 2 men. 

9. Ability of 2 men to cover the 
co urt. 

10. Because of 9 , shots have to 
be more acc ur ate indu cing a ten­
dency to try to make shots too fine 

and commit errors. 
11. Many shots will be hit too 

hard by the racquet and be set-ups 
off the back wall. 

12. The natural instinct and 
court strategy that comes from 
years of handball play. 

13. The inability of a racquet to 
hit shots that skim the wall as well 
as a hand can . 

14. The inability of the racquet 
to apply the spins that a hand does 
in hooks. 

15. Niederhoffer's lack of ex­
perience in "re ading" hooks . 

16. The lack of familiarity with 
the carom actions of a handball 
after a hook. 

17. The match has been played 
by Haber alone against a stop rac ­
quetbal l player , with Paul acquit­
ting h imself well, splitting with Bud 
Mueh lei sen . 

18. Inclus ion of a great doubles 
player and court coverer like Russo 
along with Paul •should prove an 
insurmountable obstacle . 

Vic is assuming that all of the 
above disadvantages will be coun­
terbalanced by his great racquet 
skills and by the one tremendous 
advantage that a racquet has. 
There is no doubt that he w i ll hit 
the ball harder than either of the 
two handba ll players. In many 
cases that will indeed be an advan­
tage . In some (item 11), h itt ing the 
ball that hard will be h is disadvan­
tage . 

The Niederh offer mystique and 
the aura of supreme confidence he 
exudes have con vinced a dispro­
portionately la rge number of 
squash fol low ers who are reputed 
to be willing to risk large sums of 
money on the event. Perhaps the 
rarified atmosphere of the rather 
restricted traditionally " upper 
class " game of squash racquets 
has stultified the ir thought proces­
ses to the ex tent of becloud ing 
their objectivity . I believe my ex­
posure to the relevant judgmental 
parameters provides me with a dis­
tinct advantage in rendering any 
opinion on the outcome. Although 
it should be an exciting match, it 
wou ld seem that Vi c is in over his 
he ad. 

As much as I respect and ap­
preciate h is ta lents and despite the 
bi as of a doting uncle, I must ac­
knowledge th at he can't walk on 
water - even with practice. 

P.S. No ice -ma kin g machines al­
low ed, Vic. 
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Name _______________ _ 
(PRINT OR TYPEWRITE) 

Address __________________ _ 

City ________ State _____ Zip ___ _ 

CHECK ONE 

D $3.00 One Year D $7 .00 Three Years O $100 .00 Lifetime 

Make checks or money orders payable to: 
U.S. RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 

41 01 Dempster Street, Skokie, Illinois 60076 , Phone: (312} 673-4000 

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES : 
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EXCITING RESULTS FROM TH~ NRC PROFESSIONAL TOUR 
NATIONAL .RACQUETBALL MAGAZINE 

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL 
EXCITING RESULTS FROM THE PROS AND AMA TE URS 
INTERESTING FEATURES 
COURT CLUB DEVELOPMENTS 

• FREE RULE BOOK 
• ELIGIBILITY IN TOURNAMENTS 
• INSURANCE BENEFITS • ALL for the low , low price of $3.00 for One Year; 

$7 .00 for Three Years ; or $100.00 for a Lifetime Subscription . 
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$25,000, - Seamco 's Gift to the . 
01

ctYe•s 

With big business fighting for its life today, one would hardly expect 
a corporation to make a voluntary contribution of $25,000 to bolster 
an infant sport . But that's precisely what Seamco did for the racquet­
ball pros. It was a superb gesture and came at a critical time . 

I.et' s look back a moment . When I organized racquetball I said it would 
take professional promotion to give the sport instant recognition and 
widespread acceptance . Playing for fun was not enough . There were too 
many exciting sports competing for the entertainment dollar . Racquet ­
ball was just as exciting but not as well known. 

It didn't take long to build up th e racquetball heroes we know today, 
- greats like Serot, Keeley, Brumfield, Strandemo and Schmidtke . 
Their performances hit the headlines everY.Where. But the shows were 
costly and it soon became evident that until big galleries come along, 
the big money for the big shows would be out of the question. !Vem­
bership fees and royalties were inadequate to meet the mounting cost 
of the amateur and pro tournaments. All of us suffered . Players 
lost, promoters lost, and the public stood to lose a sport that has · 

· captured the family fancy like no other sport . 

That's when another hero came along . Not a player hero, - a sponsor 
hero. His name is Don Strong . He is Executive Vice President of 
Seamco, one of the world's great ball builders . Didn't take him long 
to see that our problem was no different than tennis or golf . It 
costs money to have big names . It takes a big sponsor with a big 
heart . Don said simply, "Bob, how can I help?" To finish our tour 
-schedule I explained that we wanted $25,000 in prize money. Not one 
cent for promotion, - 25 big ones just for the players . 

"You got it Bob~" · That was all. No struggle, - just a quick appro­
val . I shouldn't have to tell you more about the strong man from 
Seamco. He proved he is working for the players and I hope the players 
will work for him . Don has never stopped trying to better the ball. 
The green 559 is the only ball that has ever been used in our profes­
sional tours and its superiority is unquestioned. Now comes a compan­
ion ball •. • the new blac~ -17..Ji(. It is virtually indestructible and 
stays live far longer than any other ball of its color. It is pressure 
packed for freshness and sells generally for less than other balls. 
New w.anufacturing techniques will make this the most talked of ball on 
the court and you should try it without fail . 

Don't try it because you pay less and play more, - or because it comes 
with a money back guarantee. Try it because Seamco is the only manu­
facturer who has ever given enough pros enough money to show enough 
good racquetball to set the game on fire . Their support will prove to 
be the ingredient that boosted racquetball to its great future. 

Seamco deserves the thanks and patronage of every thinking player. When 
you realize that it is no longer possible to put on tours without sub ­
stantial outside help, - then you know how much Seamco means to all of 
us . Show that you are thankful by ordering the Seamco green 559 or the 
Seamco 747 • . . none other. Remember, a thankful heart is not only th e 
greatest virtue, but the parent of all other virtues . · ·. 

Bless you, Don. 




