















































Racquetball Rescue continued from page 14

barehanded, his blood mixing with the driver’s. Somehow, though, he did not
let go. “My hands were getting very scraped up and scratched. But at the
time, I didn’t feel it at all,” Meglan Said. “I felt like I was pushing back
cardboard... I guess I had so much adrenaline going that I didn’t feel the
pain.” When the paramedics finally arrived, they took over. Meanwhile
Meglan still had a match to play.

After explaining his tardiness to the match, Meglan received a bottle of
rubbing alcohol and cloth to go pull out the glass and clean off his blood-
caked hands. Once the realization of what had happened finally sank in, he
began to feel the pain.

Despite it all, Meglan went out and somehow won his first match. He then
rushed to the hospital, waiting several hours to be helped. After not receiving
any, Meglan had to go back for his second match in the afternoon. And he
won again.

In his second attempt to get medical aid, Meglan final got it. The doctors said
their blood mixture was nothing to be concerned about. As a precautionary,

though, he received three shots. Meglan, however, was not finished; he still
had to play one more game.

Meglan had received confirmation from his opponent’s coach was demanding
a forfeit. A very heated discussion between the DeSmet and Sprague coaches
went all the way to the National Racquetball Committee, who ruled in
Meglan’s favor. After the rescue from the accident, two matches and two
hospital visits, Meglan finally played his originally scheduled 5:30 pm match
at 11:30 that night. And he lost. At that point, however, it did not mater.

“The loss didn’t bother me. I just wanted to play the game and have fun,”
Meglan said.

Despite what other say, Meglan will be the first to tell you that he is not

a hero. In fact, it almost irritates him that he’s been the only one in the
spotlight. “Mr. Bell deserves just as much (credit) as me. And at the scene
of the accident, the nurse did pretty much all the work.” Instead, Meglan
prefers to describe himself as Lucky. “I think I was just at the right place at
the right time. I know that many other people would have done the same if
they were in the position. I just happened to be the one that was there.” And
by being there, a guy on his way to play racquetball made all the difference.

2006 National High School Racquetball Championships - Salem, Oregon
FINAL TEAM RESULTS

40|Sutherlin 0.0

BOYS GIRLS OVERALL
School Total School Total School Total

1|Beaverton 1,162.0 1|Beaverton 1,114.0| | 1|Beaverton High--Beaverton, Oregon 2,822.0
2|La Salle 965.0! | 2|Southridge 989.0| | 2|La Salle High--Milwaukie, Oregon 1,459.0
3|Watertown 671.0} | 3|Mother of Mercy 915.0} | 3|Sprague High-Salem, Oregon 1,340.0
4|DeSmet Jesuit 591.0 4|Parkway West 751.5| | 4|Southridge High—-Beaverton, Oregon 1,229.0
5{St. Louis University 543.0 5| Kirkwood 474.5 5{Parkway West High—S8t. Louis, Missouri 1,219.0
6{Sprague 535.0{ | 6|Miss Porter's 450.0] | 6}Kirkwood High—-St. Louis, Missouri 834.0
7{Catlin Gabel 527.0 7|Sprague 448.0 7{Catlin Gabel High—Portland, Oregon 816.0
8|Copper Hills 4820 | 8|Waldron 360.0| | 8|Gresham High—Gresham, Oregon 624.0
9{Gresham 453.0 8{Sunset 360.0 9|Copper Hills High—West Jordan, Utah 553.5

10|Elk City 450.0| 110|Cor Jesu 331.01 | 10|Sunset High--Beaverton, Oregon 499.0

11]OCak Mountain 360.0] |11iSt. Joseph 291.0] | 11|Coeur d'Alene High—-Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 315.0

12]|Parkway West 350.0] {12]Lindbergh 180.0| | 12|Rex Putnam High—-Milwaukie, Oregon 221.5

13| Kirkwood 315.5| |13|Coeur d'Alene 135.0] | 13|Centennial High—Gresham, Oregon 160.5

14|Norwood 315.0] | 14|Rex Putnam 131.0] | 14|South Salem High—-Salem, Oregon 132.0

15| Viewmont 270.0} | 15|Catlin Gabel 109.0} | 15]Frankiin High—Portland, Oregon 97.0

15|Brockton 270.0! | 16|Centennial 100.5{ {16|Cascade High--Turner, Oregon 67.0

17|Cibela 180.0] | 17|Nerinx Hall 97.0] | 17|Clackamas High--Clackamas, Oregon 65.5

18|Marlborough 135.0 |18|Gresham 66.0] | 18|Gladstone High--Gladstone, Oregon 49.0

19|West Salem 131.5) | 19/Jordan 45.0| | 19]Jordan High--Sandy, Utah 45.0

20| Xavier 112.5! |20|Brighton 44.0| | 20|Brighton High--Cottonwood Heights, Utah 44.0

21]South Salem 103.0f {21|Frankiin 42.0

22|Sunset 95.0| [22]LaSalle 36.0

23|Rex Putnam 90.5] |23|South Salem 29.0| Notes:

24|Coeur d'Alene 90.0] |24|Cascade 22.0] Schools must have both girls and boys playing

24/Elliston Baptist 90.0] |24|Gladstone 22.0| to qualify for the Overall Team Championship

24 Park City 90.0] |26]|Copper Hills 5.5

27|Bellingham 89.0] |27|Clackamas 3.5] Boy's and Girl's team scores do not include

28|Southridge 83.0{ |28|Forest Grove 0.0} points from mixed doubles

29{Clackamas 62.0

30{Centennial 60.0 A total of 327 players from 55 high schools in 19 states

31{Bingham 45.0 participated in the event

31)Cascade 45.0

31]Lewis and Clark 45.0

31|Marquette 45.0

35|North Valley 36.0

36|Franklin 220

37|0regon City 18.0

38{Santiar Christian 16.5

39|Gladstone 5.0

40{Brighton 0.0

40{Jordan 0.0

40iMayfield 0.0

40|Riverton 0.0

40[Rockwall 0.0

40|Sam Barlow 0.0
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By Mike Ceresia

* 5 Time IRF World Champion
» 11 Time Canadian National Champion

The "Greatest
Debate?

One of the hottest topics in sports is the subject of “the
greatest to ever play the game.” Woods versus Nicklaus;
Gretzky versus Orr; Sampras versus Borg; Ali versus Louis
are all interesting watering hole conversations. Let’s start by
acknowledging that comparing eras is virtually impossible;
racquetball is no different. Racquet specs have evolved, the
ball has changed a number of times, financial challenges
have affected depth...and the list goes on. But our sport,
even in its relative infancy, has produced some truly great
players!

There are six players who have accumulated incredible stats
and deserve the opportunity to lay claim as the greatest to
play the game. Cliff Swain, Sudsy Monchik, Mike Yellen,
Marty Hogan, Charlie Brumfeld and, in a special category,
Ruben Gonzalez: one could make a strong case for the Title
for each of these fine players.

CIliff Swain was an incredible player to watch in his prime
and could arguably be considered the best of all time. He
had it all: the best serve in the game, a never-miss forehand
and a game plan that has remained virtually unchanged in
20+ years on the tour. However, his most impressive
attribute was his competitiveness. It still is. He did not
handle losing well. In fact he hated it so very much that he
decided to avoid it entirely. The one blemish on his career is
that Sudsy Monchik beat him regularly for 5 straight years.
These two are about 10 years apart in age; seeing them at the
same age would have been something very special.

Mike Yellen was the player who truly developed today’s
brand of racquetball. He combined control with power and a
disarming mental calm to dominate the sports elite in his
prime. It took five long years on tour for Yellen to reach his
peak. He was unstoppable after that. Yellen learned the game
from court genius Leonard Karpelas. Fundamental
racquetball and a mental dedication to be the best led him to
five straight number #1 titles while Marty Hogan was in his
prime. He never won easily but won the big matches when
# 1 was on the line — exactly like a true champion should!
His later years were sometimes tough to watch because
winning was all or nothing for Yellen.

Sudsy Monchik, aka The Kid, was a truly phenomenal
talent. Many people refer to his incredible backhand or his
rocket launcher serve, but his best attribute was his jaw-
dropping speed. He covered the court better than anyone and
hit simple winners with easy touch to contrast the pace. His
racquet skills were excellent and solid. He was strong on his

feet and fun to watch. Sudsy’s forehand could be picked on,
but not by many. His brand of physical play was not easy on
the body and injuries took their toll. He quit the game before
the age of 30, denying us the thrill of seeing him compete
against Waselenchuk and Huczek in their primes.

Marty Hogan created the power game. He took a pass on
playing the game the way the top players of the early days
played it. They jockeyed for court position and only went for
a winner when it was on a silver platter. He invented his own
game. Nobody used a backhand as a weapon until Hogan
came along. His rise to the top was mercurial and the game
was at its peak when he was #1. Even today, his name goes
hand-in-hand with professional racquetball to the general
public. He was an outstanding multi-sport athlete. Mike
Yellen sideswiped Hogan’s claim as the greatest.
Unfortunately for Marty, he never possessed the total
package, at least using today’s definition of the word.

Charlie Brumfeld was likely the most intense champion to
step foot on the courts. There was no tactic too diabolical,
nothing he would not do to win. His game was the thinking
man’s game and he believed he could coerce a player into
playing their worst with a combination of mental and
physical tactics. He spent many hours analyzing his
opponents and their mental state with the sole purpose of
exploiting their weaknesses at key junctures in their matches.
Also, he possessed an outstanding forehand, excellent reach,
fantastic touch and tremendous discipline. His run at the top
was ended by Hogan and the onslaught of the fast ball.

In a special category is the “old dog,” Ruben Gonzalez.
This guy is otherworldly. He picked up the game in his late
20’s after dominating the one-wall handball world. He had a
tremendous run to his lone Pro World Championship at the
tender age of 36 and won his last tour stop at 42. He played
outstanding racquetball for 25 years and was good enough to
qualify to represent the USA in International Competition

after his 50th birthday. Furthermore, this incredible
individual never even considered throwing in the towel after
he tore his Achilles tendon in his mid 40’s. His game was
built around an outstanding forehand, a solid backhand, and
court coverage in a category all its own.

In addition to the above champions, there have been a
number of tremendous players who have shone their brightest
in International Racquetball competition. Also, there are a
handful of impressive players from Canada and Mexico who
never competed full time on the Men’s Pro Tours but would
have been serious forces if they had given the tour a serious
run. One last word: naturally, Kane Waselenchuk and Jack
Huczek exhibit a huge potential to show up on this list in the
coming years!












