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Mi ke Yellen 

Get the best shoes,the best racquet, 
and practice, practice, practice. 

There are no shortcuts 
to winning . To reach 
the finals you've got 
lo be good and 

practice hard . And the 
best equipment is a 

must. Especially in shoes. 
W.hen so many others are still trying to 
play racquetball in tenn is shoes, you can 
get a big advantage by playing in the 
best specialty racquetball shoes 
available . Lotto. 

Take it from Mike Yellen and Jenn ifer 
Harding. They've earned their place at 
the top th rough talent. a love of the 
game , good equipment and a lot of 

sweat. But it pays off. Mike went to the 
National Men's Semi -Finals in 1978 in 
only his second year on the tour, and 
Jennifer made it all the way to the 
Women's Finals! 

Mike and Jennifer wear Lotto because 
they know how important it is to have 

~ •0-
Lotto-Newk USA, San Antonio, Texas 

the best equipment availab le. 
And Lotto is the leader in specia lty 

racquetball shoes, with 8 models to 
choose from, (more than double our 
nearest competitor) topped off by the 
Yellen and Hardin g Autograph models . 
Every Lotto has a unique wrap -around 
sole and suction cup tread pattern 
designed specially for 
hardwood cou rts and 
the sudden star ts, 
stops, pivots and 
twists of racquetball. 

Try Lotto. It'll bring 
you a step closer to 
the finals . 
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Man into Beast. 
"The Hammer." In the hands of the 

serious player it means power, control, velocity, 
balance, lightness in weight. 

"The Hammer." Graphite 
for strength. Zone­

weighted for power. 
Head designed for ma,ii:­

imum hitting surface. 
Tubular frame for light­

ness. Full foam core to 
minimize vibration. 

"The Hammer." An 
ertension of your 

arm. And your will. 
It's at your racquet­

ball dealers. 

Grrr-afallOl)'s 
"Hammer" 

' Grafalloy Corporatior, , 1020 North Marshall, El Cajon, California 92020, U.S.A. 

SANCTION YOUR TOURNAMENT THROUGH 

The International 
Racquetball 
Association 
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AND RECEIVE FREE: 
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FILL OIJT THIS LIST 
Racquetball Friends Racquetball Foes 

1. 1. 

2. 2. 

3. 3 . 

4. 4. 

5. 5. 

Now Turn To Pade 45 

GROtJND :re ¥01dR PRESG:RIPTION. 
' ,........,-, ..._,,,.....,, . '-' .... 

It's funny how serio us fri end ly games can get. Which is why most of 
us take o ur eq uipm ent ser iously. 

If yo u wear glasses, the Rainbo Prescription A ll -Sport Eyeguard will 
be the most serious piece of sports equipment you can own . 

They give your eyes th e same advantage on the playing field that 
your regu lar glasses give oH the f ie ld. 

They let you see. And more so, they help protect your eyes from 
inJury . 

At least, you can play safe. 

RAINBO PRESCRIPTION ALL-SPORT EYEGUARD 
NOW AVA ILABLE AT YOUR EYE CARE SPECIALIST 

CALL (800) 423-5221 FOR INFOR/\MTION. 
IN CALIFORNIA CALL COLLECT (213) 999-4330. 



RECEIVING LINE 

Letters 
7b The Editor 

I wou ld like to thank Luke St. Ong e for 
everything at th e (National Junior s) 
tournam ent. It was a disappointm ent for 
me to lose in th e finals after winning 
your Open tournam ent in Las Veg as , but 
I am happy for Doug Cohen since he 
played well and dese rved to win. Over 
the last couple of years , my mind and 
attitude have really changed about the 
IRA. But that' s because Luke and the 
people who work with him have shown 
the honesty and sincerit y that people like 
to see. Thank you for the boat trip, 
tournament atmosphere and an all­
around good weekend. I wish you the 
best of luck in the future of amateur 
racquetba ll and the IRA . 

John Egerman 
Boise, Idaho 

I commend you on your effort in­
forming the general membership of the 
IRA about the growth and curr ent 
obstacles being experienced in junior 

~~/~ 

racquetball. 
1979 .) 

(See Racquetball, June, 

One concern I hav e, though, 1s m 
regards to avoiding the "Little League 
syndrome," which ha s somewhat 
destroyed th e objectives of Little League 
baseball with too much parental in­
tervention and preferential treatment . . . 
For this reason I que stion the attempted 
"guesstimates" for the Junior 
Nationa ls . Juniors are very im ­
pressionable individuals, and someti mes 
have difficu lty under standing adult 
motives and choices. Becau se there are 
so many juniors participating m 
racquetball, and becau se we are ur ging 
others to join our ranks, surely un ­
substantiated guessi ng should not be 
encouraged w ithout complete and 
acc ur ate input from both state and 
regional directors . Junior results from 
each state and region should be evaluated 
and compiled for refere nce before such 
''guesses'' are published . 

Let us promote and develop strong 
juniors with realistic goals and positive 
attitudes. Then let tournament results 
separate our competitive players from 
our recreation participants. Only then 
can th e IRA attempt to rank and 

Ultimate 
Please send me the following~acquet 
Nam, 
Address 
City. Sl1le. Zip Code 
Racquets 

Chains 
Scrpent,ne med . 
Serpentine f,n e 
Cobra med 
Chain & Racquet 
Serpentine med 
Strpen11ne fine 
Cobra med 
Racquetball Mon 

Key Choin 

Send to : 

Tinker and Company 

Gold 
$32 .95 

Gold 
$59 .95 
$39 .95 
$84 .95 

Gold 
$84 .95 
$64 .95 
$109 .95 

Gold 
$39 .95 

Gold 
Plat ed 
$5 ,95 

400 S. Orlando Ave . Building " C" 
Winter Park , FL 32789 
Ph . (305) 645 -57.12 

Tol1I 

Si lver 
$12 .95 
S ilver 
$9 .95 
$7 .95 
$9 .95 
S ilve r 

$19 ,95 
$18.95 
$19 .95 
Silver 

$14 .95 
Silver 

Plated 
$4 ,95 

f ta Re1,,oenrs •oo 4', sa,,.s fa • 

Check or Money Order O COD 0 
Masler Charge O VISA O Exp . Date _____ _ 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
Add $1 .50 for Handling Pri ces may Fluctuate 
Allow 14 -21 days for De l ivery Sub1ec1 to changes in Gold Market 
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recognize all those who deserve those 
honor s. 

Jeffr ey W. Hetherington 
Rancho Cordova , Calif. 

On behalf of the western New York 
participants in the 1979 IRA Junior 
Nation als, I would like to thank Luke St. 
Ong e, Hallie Singer , Pet e Sing er and 
the many others who were responsib le 
for an exce llent tournam ent . . The 
spirit of competition was strong, but the 
th ing that impr essed me most was the 
strong admiration the kids had for each 
other. It became evident that there were 
man y winners that scores did not reflect. 
Lynn Wojcik , her mother Ruth and Greg 
Peck are a few that come to mind. I know 
there are other examp les of cou rage and 
class under pressure that I mis sed, but it 
is thi s spi rit that makes our port and the 
people who play it so much fun.• 

Jim Winterton 
The Winton Racquetball Club 

Rochester, N. Y. 

Racquetball welcomes correspondence 
from its readers. Lett ers are subjec t to 
editing for clarity and length . 

Now, you can have th e 
Ultim ate in Racquetball 
J ewelry. No matter what 
stage your game is in, you 
can have the best in 
Racqu etball Jewelry with 
a touch of class for any man 
or woman . Solid 14 karat 
Gold and 92.5 Sterling 
Silver (White Go ld also 
available). So make point s 
with ease, with Custom 
Racq uetball Jewelry by 

!Jifl}le( 0 "d Company . 

Clubs, check wi th us for 
Wholesale Prices . 



DYNAMICS ® PROUDLY ANNOUNCES 
The World's Finest Health & Fitness Machines 

Dynamics Health 
Equip . Mfg . Co ., Inc . 
1538 College So . Houston , Tx. 7758 7 
713 -946-5734 or Toi/Free 1-800-231-4245 

The Ultimate In 
Result Producing 
Variable Resistance 
Equipment 

Full Line Catalog and Literature Available on 
• Over 100 Exercise Machines 
• Saunas 
• Whirlpools 
• Steam 

® 



AJAY brings out 
the animal in you. 
Whatever animal you tum into 
when you step onto the court, 
Ajay has just the racquet that 
suits your style . Not four or five 
models , FOURTEEN ! And 6 
different head shapes . From 
the largest lega l-size to the 
lightest weight. And you 'll 
never growl about the price. 
Make tracks for your sporting 
goods department , pro shop 
or dealer and bag yours . 

, ,: . 

~ 
., . . 

AJA" 
F/FUGUA GOLF CARTS , BAGS & ACC ESSORI ES • BOWLING BAGS • BILLIA RD CUES, BALLS • 

,._, TENNIS BAGS • RACQU ETBALL RACQU ETS & ACC ESSORI ES • 
~ BAS EBALUSOFTBALL , CAMPING ACCESSORI ES • EXERCIS E EQUIPM ENT 

SPORTS Ajay Sports, 1501 E. Wisconsin, Delavan, WI 53115 



The sport with 
the big market 
for f am iii es. 
And the big 
potential for 
investors. 

You can now enter on the 
ground floor of what is dest ined 
to be one high -rise of an invest ­
ment: A CPI Racquet Ball " Family 
Court " Franch ise! 

Racquetball is going to be in the 
years ahead what tenn is has been 
all along-on ly more so . Bec ause 
racquetball is a sport that's more 
accessible to a greater variet y of 
people with a wider range of 
financ ial means . Whole familie s 
can play- male , female , young , 
and not so young . It offers the 
same typ e skills and exer cise 
ben efits as tennis , yet is easier 
to play and qu icker to learn . 

If you will simp ly call us 
COLLECT -a t (516) 364 -9270-
we will se nd you a complete 
package of information on what a 
CPI Racq uet Ball " Family Cou rt" 
Franch ise is all about 

Everything from what you need 
to become a CPI Franchisee , to 
what we offer once you are one . 

The racquetball industry is a 
success story that is un like any 
story you'v e ever heard . 

And one that is destined to 
come true for many a pe rson 
who-like your se lf-are now 
exp lor ing the possi bility of making 
a CPI Racqu et Ball " Family Court" 
Fran chise their ve ry own . 

Call COLLECT 
(516) 364 -9270-

for your complete 
CPI franchise package! 

op; CPI Racquet Ball 
" Fam ily Court " , Inc 

575 Unaerh,11 Boulevard . 
Syosso1 . New York 1119 1 
516/364-9270 

Dept RM9 

NEW DIRECTIONS 

Dear Members, 

Last month we announced the instrumentation of the Talbot 
amateur ranking system . This system goes into effect th is month 
and is applicable to IRA-sanctio ned tournaments only . When 
sufficient data has been collected, the rankings w ill be publ ished 
in Racquetball magazine and will be available for all IRA­
sanct ioned tournaments for seeding purposes . We recognize 
that th is is only a beginning , and as the system's flaws are 
discovered additional refinements will be made . 

A great benef it to be derived from this system w ill be the 
reasonable, objective method of determining who is an Open, 
B, C or D player . Presently we have a very serious problem 
facing our sport , w ith no set standards for determ ining these 
classifications . Because of this situat ion and the proli feration 
of B, C and novice divis ions , we have witnessed the 
development of the "trophy hunter ." Other names can be 
ap plied to th is type of player, but in essence he is one who plays 
in a lower level tournament class ificat ion than his sk ill level just 
to get a trophy . The novice , C , and B divis ions were established 
as fun divisions for players to test their sk ills w ith players of 
similar abilities on their way to the Open divisions . Granted, 
some players may never reach the Open level, but we are not 
talking about them . We are talking about players who knowingly 
"play down, " embarrassing other players by 21 -2 , 21 -2 
scores-or worse-and actually ruining tournament play for the 
vast majority of players who entered these divisions honestly . 

Many solutions have been offered to correct this situation . 
But because of the vast d ifferences in playing skill across the 
country , no one system could be applied fairly. The national 
ranking system, then, will allow us to formulate data in all 
div is ions and apply it to already existing form ulas for competitive 
levels . It is extreme ly important for you, the average player , to 
be a part of this system , and we encourage you to support those 
tournaments that carry IRA-sanct ion to help alleviate th is serious 
problem . 

Finally , in the July issue of Racquetball we apparently caused 
a lot of confusion by print ing a ru le change, number 1 .2 , wh ich 
stated : "Only one racquet may be used by each player during 
the play of a match ." This has been mistakenly interpreted by 
some players to mean that you can not change racquets during 
the course of a match . This is not true and essentially the ru le 
has not changed. This particular language was added simply 
to clarify a situation that has arisen more than once, whereby a 
player actually uses two racquets at one time during a match­
one in each hand . The one positive th ing about this misunder­
standing is that it shows that you , the membersh ip, do read 
Racquetball magazine and that you care about the future of our 
game . It's great to hear from you . 
Sincerely , 

~ 
Luke St. Onge 
Executive Director 

Racquetba ll 9 



FIRST SERVICE 

NewCourt 
Club Openings 
West Springfield , Mass. 

The Supreme Court, Inc., believed to 
be the first racquetball and handball 
center in western Massachu setts, will be 
opening soon in West Springfield. 

The club will feature 16 court s (all 
official IRA size), individual saunas, 
whirlpool baths and exercise machines. It 
will also have a lunch bar, pre-school 
children's nur sery , viewing gallery and 
mezzanine lounge . 

The club will utilize an energy-saving 
heat pump system to help heat and cool 
the building. 

Louisville, Kentucky 

The Okolona Racquetball Club is 
schedu led to open in October at 5609 
Fern Valley Road in Louisville's Poplar 

Park subdivision. 
The club will offer 10 air-conditioned 

racquetball/handball courts, a health 
bar, lounge and viewi ng area, 
whirlpoo ls, simnas, an exercise room 
and nursery. 

Various types of member ships are 
available including family , single, junior 
(age 18 and under) and corporate. The 
club is managed by J.T . Sims, one of the 
genera l partners . 

Austin, Texas 

The Western Tr ails Racquet Club will 
open in October at 2302 Western Trails 
Boulevard in Austin . 

The club will feature eight air ­
conditioned courts, whi rlpools, saunas, 
a supervised nursery , carpeted locker 
rooms and a laundry service. 

Membership applications are now 
being accepted. Charter initiation fee:; 
range from $50 to $175, depending 
upon the type of membership you desire 
and when you apply. Dues will vary from 
a $480 ann ual fee for an executive family 
option to a $60 ann ual fee for a regular 

single option. Membership will be 
limited to 800. For further information 
call (512 ) 282-0789. 

Lake Hiawatha, New Jersey 

The Knoll Tennis and Racquetbal l 
Club has opened at 1130 Knoll Road in 
Lake Hiawath a. 

Th e 50,000 sq uare-foot sports 
complex features 4 indoor tennis courts 
and 12 racquetba ll courts . For more 
information call (201) 33 5-9800. 

Colma , California 

Wh at A Racquet, a new racquetball 
facility, is sched uled to open soon at 
2945 Junipero Serra Boulevard in 
Colma, one mile south of San Francisco . 

The club will have 17 courts, three of 
them glass-walled and another with 
window cutouts on the front wall for 
television cameras. 

It will also feature 20 private hot tubs 
with ste reo music in each un it , a dance 
studio and a fitness center. For further 
details call (415) 994-9080. • 

A PICTURE'S WORTH A RACQUETBALL COURT 
DOOR THATYOUCAN 

BANK ON. 1,000WORDS 
----

H ere's the picture 

Write us for the words 
about offering elegance at your 

new or existing facility 

WHIRL-SPA INC~ 
WHIRLPOOL BATHS 

5320 NW 10th Terrace. Ft. Lauderdale. Fla. 33309 / (305) 491-0600 
•·Dealer Inquiries 1m.,,ted 

TOLL FREE 800-327 -5589 
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BU ILT LIKE A 
VAULT-TO 
LAST LIKE 
ONE. 
WILL PROTECT 
YOUR 
GOODIES 
WHILEAT 
PLAY. 

OUR NEW GoODIE LOCKERS (8 "'x8 "J FOR BOTl-1 DOORS AND 
WALLS ARE NOW A VA/LA BL£ Pl.EASE CALL FOR 

INFORMATION . 

8REN CO MFG . IN C. 
R.D . 1 Box 2 18 

SWEDESBORO. N.f. 080 85 

RAY SM 1TH. PRESIDENT BRU CE SM /Tl-/, PRESIDENT 
SALES PRODU CTION 

609-54 7-0 I 70 609 -467- /47 7 



International Racquetball Association's 
NATIONAL DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS 

October 1B-21, 1BlB 

O.K. Racquet Club , Oklahoma City, OK 
WE PROVIDE A WARM FRIEND L Y A TMOSPH ERE ALONG WITH THE F OLLOWIN G: 

• Eight (8) Racq uetball / Handball Courts-Fu lly Air Conditioned . . . • including Two (2) Glass 
Tournament Courts with Spectator Viewing for Over 500 Peo(!le . 

• Men & Women's Locker Rooms with Individual Showers & Whirlpool Baths . .. 
• A Fully Equipped Pro Shop . .. 
• Qualified Professio nal Teaching Staff . . . 
• Lou nge Area 
• Playroom for Children . . 
• Membership Available with Organized Activities & As~is tanc? tn Arranging Matches . . . 
• Combini ng Physica l Fitness & Recreation for the Entire Family . .. 



International Racquetball Association's 
NATIONAL DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS 

SITE 
October 1B-21, 1BlB 

O.K. Racquet Club, 1508 S.E. 25th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73129, Phone 405-672-5557 
ENTRY FEE 
$25 .00 1 st event ; $10 .00 2nd event per player . 
ENTRY DEADLINE 
Postmarked October 12, 1979 . ALL ENTRIES ARE FINAL. Positively no appl ication s w ill be accepted after this date. 
WHEN 
Play begins October 18 , 1979 at 8 :00 a.m. 
MAIL ALL ENTRIES TO 
I.A.A. National Doubles Championships , 5545 Murray Ave ., Suite 202 . Memph is. TN. 38117 . 
HOUSING 
Red Carpel Inn, 1-35/ S.E. 25th SL, Oklahoma City, OK .. 405-677-0521 
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR 
Luke St Onge, Executive Director, 5545 Murray Ave., Suite 202, Memphis, TN. 38117, 901-761-1172 
RULES 
I.A.A. Official rules will apply . Only amateurs may participate . I.A.A . rules slate lhe definition of an amateur racquetball player as 
anyone who has not rece ived money (any amount) in a professional NRC or IPRO sanctioned tournament for one year . New I.A.A . 
Doubles Ruling : there is no screen serve in doubles . This rule will be in effect at this tournament ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST SHOW 
CURRENT I.A.A. MEMBERSHIP CARD or PURCHASE MEMBERSHIP AT TIME OF REGISTRATION. 
OFFICIAL BALL 
Penn Ultra Blue 
AWARDS 
Given for 1st, 2nd, 3rd. 4th and consolation . For seeding purposes please send record of past accomplishments . 

••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• 
■ NOTE ■ 
■ Men and women's B divisions may be limited lo 3 2 teams per event du e to the anti cipated large turnout B's w ill be acce pted ■ 
■ on a firs t come, fi rst se rve basis. Ther e must be six (6) teams in a divisio n in o rder to run the division . Less than 6 teams w ill be ■ 

moved into the next qualifyin g bracket 

■ Please enter me in the event checked below. ■ 
■ MEN 'S WOMEN 'S JUNIOR BOY S JUNIO R GIRLS ■ 
■ ( ) Op en ( ) Op en ( ) 10 and under ( ) 1 O and unde r ■ 

( ) B ( ) B ( ) 13 and und er ( ) 1 3 and under 
■ ( ) Senior 30 -34 ( ) Senior 30 -34 ( ) 1 5 and und er ( ) 1 5 and under ■ 
■ ( ) Sen ior 35 -3 9 ( ) Sen ior 35 -39 ( ) 17 and under ( ) 1 7 and und er ■ 

( ) Senior 40-44 ( ) Senior 40 -44 
■ ( ) Masters 45 -49 ( ) Mast ers 45 •49 ■ 

( ) Masters 50-54 ( ) Masters 50-54 
■ ( ) Gold en Masters 55 and over ( ) Gold en Masters 5 5 and over ■ 

( ) Golden Masters 60 and ove r ( ) Golden Masters 60 and over 
■ ( ) Golden Masters 65 and over ( ) Golden Mast ers 65 and over ■ 

■ PLEASE PRINT ■ 
: EVENT ENTERED __ _ __ ____ ND EVENT ENTERED _ _ _ _ ______ : 

■ NAME ___ _ __ ____ __ PARTNER ___ _ __ _ ______ ■ 

■ ADDRESS _ _ _ __ _____ CITY _ ___ STATE __ _ _ _ IP ____ ■ 

■ BUSINESS PHONE _____ _ __ _ _ HOME PHONE ___ __ _ ____ ■ 
■ ■ ■ WAIVER : I hereby, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators , waive and relea se any and all ■ 

rights and claims I may have against the International Racquetball Association, The O.K . Racqu et 
■ Club and the Oklahoma Racquetball Association or their representatives for any and all injur ies. ■ 
■ DATE _ _ _ ___ _ __ __ SIGNATURE ___ __ __ __ ____ ■ 

■ ~m )nD)r.\ ■· U~ ~ Cut at broken line and mail form and your check to : 
■ ....... ~....._......,._ National Doubles Championships ■· 
■ ll&TIODL 5545 Murray Ave., Suite 202 ■ 
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·1t1DUSTRY NE ·WS 

New Shoes From Foot-Joy 
Foot-Joy , lnc ., of Brockton , Mass . , is 

now marketing a new line of racquetball 
shoes for men and women. 

The shoes , called Tuffs , 'have a 
number of wea r-resistant -features such 
as a gum rubb er sole with high traction, 
2-ply nylon mesh upper s, and upper s and 
lowers that .are both cemented and 
s titch ed in order to prevent sole 
separation. Thre e rows of additional 
stitching provide extr a strength in the 
·toe area . 

For furth er details , write Foot Joy , 
Inc. , 144 Field Street, Brockton, -M ass. 
02403, or call (617) 586 -2233 . 

'Courtside' Convenience 
Every racqu etba ll player has probably 

had this experi ence at some time or 
another. You hit a roll -out that puts you 
one ·up on your -opponent. When you 
retrieve the ball , however , you find that 
it has split into two pieces , and you don't 
have a spare . So what do you do? 

Well , it . used to be that you'd either 
pack up your equipm ent and go home or 
buy a whole -new.can of balls. But now , 
thanks to .Courtside Ltd., of Santa Ana 
Calif. ; you can walk over to their new Ball 
Dispensing MaGhine , insert a coin or 
two , and get another ·ball - just like that. 

The Ball Dispensing Machine is 
• designed to make racquetballs available 
at all time s right on the court . According 
to the company 's promotional brochure 
it's easy to .install, but at the same tim~ 

its rugged construction renders it both 
weather and vandal proof. 

The manufacturers also suggest that 
the machin e is likely to increase the 
revenues of both private and public 
facilities. Those interested can contact 
Courtside Ltd., a division of Court 
Technology, Inc., 2030 East Fourth St., 
Sant a Ana , Calif. 92705 . 

Would You Believe­
A Footsie Roller? 

A Michigan firm, Natural Energies, 
has introduced a device designed to 
alleviate one of the most common 
comp laints among racquetba llers-sore 
feet. It's called, appropriately enough, 
the Footsie Roller. 

Carved of solid cherry, the Footsie 
Roller uses a deep groove design to 
provide a stimulating massage both 
before and after a match . The roller is 
finished with tung oil, a time -honored 

preservative, and sports two rubber 
rings-one on each end-in order to 
prevent slippage when the roller is in 
use. 

The Footsie Roller comes with an 
eight-page brochure (shaped like a foot, 
naturally) that includes directions, a 
short bibliography on foot care and a 
rather curious diagram that shows the 
numerous reflex zones of the body 
believed by many to be located in the 
soles of the foot. What the diagram 
suggests is that certain areas of the 
body , such as the knee , the stomach and 
the back of the head, can be soothed by 
massaging particular portions of the feet. 

For further information write Natural 
·Energies , P . 0. Box 8010 , Ann Arbor , 
Mich . 48107 or call (313) 665-6229. 

Moving Up 
Clayton P . Fisher , Ill, has recently 

been appointed the general merchandise 
manager of AMF Head Sports Wear, 
Inc ., a subsidiary of AMF, Inc. 

Fisher previously was execu tive vice­
president of Kimberly Knitwear, a 
division of General Mills, Inc. He has 
held various merchandising, marketing 
and general management positions over 
the past 14 years with the Rosanna and 
.SW 1 sportswear divisions of Warnaco 
and with E. I. Du Pont deNemours and 
Company. 

A member of the National Knitted 
Outerwear Association , Fisher will be 
based at the firm ' s headquarters in 
Columbia , Md.• 

Descriptions of new products are as 
according to information provided by the 
manufactur er,· products have not been 
tested by Racquetball magazin e. 
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Charles A Spaulding. president and founde r 
Spaulding Racquetball Clubs 

Successful 
Club Management is 
our Racquetball Game 
Solid, aggressive management above all else is the key to 
a successful racq uetball club and is the main reason 
why we at Spaulding are the leaders in the racquetball 
club business . 

Through our own research and pract ical appli cation of 
running 19 clubs in 8 cities, w e have devel oped 
management systems that work , that will insure your 
club 's success. 

If you are having problems with your club , we can help 
by analyzing your current situatio n and developing a 
program mutually beneficial. 

We also offer various sou nd investor plans for the 
ind ividual wishing to own a club, but who wants pro­
fessiona ls to manag e the facility 

We invi te your calls to : Scott Bemis 

Spaulding 
Racquetball Clubs, Inc. 

200 Enchanted Parkway , Manchester, MO 63011 (314) 391-6439 

Racquetball Magazine is 
currently ga ther ing data 
about virtually every 
aspect of the boomin g 
racquetball industry­
from racquets to wristlets, 
from construction 
materials to club openings. 
We invite anyone wishing 
information to call or 
write to 
Racquetball Magazine 
Research Dept . 
1535 E. Brooks Rd. 
Memphis , Tn. 38116 
901-345-8000 



fashions . 

his issue marks a depar­
ture for Racquetball . 
Instead of our usual 
mix of stories on a 
variety of topics, most 
of this special issue 
is concerned with one 
subject: racquetball 

Now, there was a time when talking 
about racquetball and fashion in the same 
breath would have been considered, at best, 
laughable. Because during much of the 
game's early development, racquetball 
players were about as unfashionable a lot as 
you could find. The basics- a T -shirt, a pair 
of white gym shorts, basketball sneakers­
that was the outfit of choice for most early 
racquetball players. 

But in recent years , much has happened 
to change this situation . Racquetball has 
become increasingly popular among a wide 
spectrum of people, women have been 
attracted to the game in record numbers, 
professional tours have created the first 
racquetball stars and the game has been 
treated more and more of late to television 
exposure on both a national and local level. 

The result of these developments, at least 
according to many observers, is that 
racquetball players nowadays seem to care 
more about how they look. And thus, an 
estimated multi-billion dollar fashion in­
dustry is gearing up to meet the needs of 
what it hopes will be an increasingly fashion 
conscious racquetball market. 

Some people see this as a good thing ; 
they feel it adds a measure of class and 
respectability to racquetball, and that it is a 
positive sign of growth in the game. Others 
worry that increased emphasis on clothing 
and appearance in racquetball threatens the 
free-wheeling, unpretentious spirit that first 
attracted many people to the game. 

We take no side in this dispute. In fact, 
there may not even be a dispute to decide. 
But because it is a matter of legitimate 
concern for many players, and because it 
undoubtedly represents one of the most 
interesting developments in our game 
today, we devote this issue of Racqu etball 
to an examination of racquetball fashions: 
the business, the look, the people-and 
yes-even the foolishness of fashion. Then, 
you can judge for yourself. 
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FANCY DUDS MAY MAKE A PRETTY PENNY 
FOR SOME FIRMS, BUT ITTHERS STAND 

1D lDSE THEIR SHIRTS 
f you've bothered to look up from the service box late­
ly, you may have noticed a few changes around your 
local court club. Take, for insta nce, that woman 
over on court numb er one wearing the Solarpink 
mesh-action terry shorts with side vents, tunnel tie 
waist and matching cap sleeve shirt with open placket 
collar, accent striping and interlocking side insets. 
And how about that guy on court three with the 

Electric Blue fly-front contour waist shorts with shirred back 
pocket and Currant Red shirt with notched collar and contrast 
cuffs? So there you have it, the new look in racquetball: fewer 
cut-offs and smelly T-shirts and a good deal more haute 
couture. (That's French for "fancy dressing.") 

lf you haven 't noticed this trend at your club yet, then look 
again . They're there, or they will be shortly. That's because 
over the past two years the multi-billion dollar sportswear 
industry has been gearing up to change the aesthetics of the 
nation 's fastest-growing sport. And racquetball may never be 
the same . 

The revolution began a little over two years ago when 
Catalina , the Los Angeles based swimwear company, came out 
with what was probably the first line of actionwear specifically 
for racquetballers. The line sold well, and other clothiers came 
running in a way that would make the Oklahoma land rush look 
like a wedding march. 

Today the secret war continues with fierce intensity behind 
the scenes of the growing racquetball industry. A free enterprise 
free-for-all. At stake is control of the racquetball ''software '' 
trade - that is, racquetball clothing from trunks and tops to 
warm-ups, sweats, rompers-the whole bolt of cloth. Forget 
footwear for a moment . That's an industry by itself (around 
$2.4 billion in annual sales). According to the Sporting Goods 
Manufacturers Association (SGMA), sales last year of active 
sportswear for all sports reached $3.5 billion . That kitty was 
divided among the almost 2,000 manufacturers of active 
sportswear. And a growing percentage of the gross take over the 

past two years has been going to a steadily increasing number of 
companie s producing racquetball wear. 

arket analysts will tell you that when 
a new line of goods, like racquetball 
apparel, appears, the market evolves 
in four distinct stages. First, there's 
the rapid growth phase when all kinds 
of companies jump into the fray with 
their version of the product. Nex t 
comes a leveling off due to a glutted 

marketplace . Then, because the economic slices of the pie have 
gotten too small, the bottom drops out, and many companies 
beat a retreat from the competition (that's when all those good 
50 per cent off sales appear). Finally, there's the stabilization 
period , when the companies that are the strongest financially 
remain to preside over a predictable market. 

Whtie tennis appears to have entered the orderly final phase 
of market development, racquetball is st ill in that init ial period 
of rapid growth. This early stage is by far the most dramatic and 
interesting to watch. It's at this point that you see the 
marketplace equivalent of Darwin's surviva l of the fittest 
theory-companies locking horns, increasing capital ex­
penditures, scrapping tooth and nail for that competitive edge. 

The automobile industry went through this exciting rough ­
and-tumble phase right after World War I. All over the country 
manufacturers spra ng up overnight, giving hurri ed birth to 
more types of cars than you could shake a brake shoe at . The 
economic struggle lasted for more than 10 years. And when the 
smoke finally cleared in 1929-thanks to the Depression-the 
field lay strewn with extinct species-Pierce Arrow, Apperson, 
Ruxton , Hi~pano-Suiza, Wills St . Claire and many more . The 
fittest-Ford, Chevrolet, Chrysler and kin-had surv ived, and 
over the next 30 years would consolidate into the giant 
automakers we have today. 

The racquetball sportswear market is now at the point the 
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automobile industry had reached in the 1920s . Which com­
panies are going to survive and which are going to fall by the 
wayside is yet to be determined . On e thing is certain, though ­
there isn't room enough for everyone. 

or a number of reasons, predicting what will 
happen in the racquetball apparel industry, or 
in the sportswear market in general, has be­
come exceedingly risky business. first of all, 
there has been a dram atic shift in the last year 
or so in the way in which spor ts apparel is pack­
aged and sold to the public. Gene Tease, a 
merchandi sing manager at Catalina, explains: 

"The recent trend is for many companies, including ours , to 
move away from specific lines of clothin g for specific sports, and 
to offer instead a general line of sportswear- clothing that can 
be used for tennis, racquetball, jogging, even casual wear." 
Th e prin ciple involved here is called " fashion cross-over. " 

Cert ainly there are some companies like Ektelon and Leach 
that market clothing specifically for racquetball , but the 
majority of the companie s in the racquetball marketplace­
Jantzen , Jockey , Catalin a, Robert Bruce, Head , Top Seed­
rely on a line of versatile, all-purpose garments. 

Sometimes the cross -over principle appears unexpectedly . 
Ask Ellen Wessel, co-owner of a relatively small company in 
Arlington , Virginia , specializing in women's running apparel. 
"It wasn ' t too long after we began distributi on ," recalls 
Wessel, "that we found racquetb allers inter ested in our 
clothin g. It 's no wonder. Our clothes are lightweight , durable, 
minim al in design and quick-drying - just what the racquetball 
players need ." Wessel and partner Elizabeth Goeke took the 
hint. '' Our company used to be called Runnin g Comfort,'' 
Wessel says, ''but we changed it to Moving Comfort because 
our cloth es were being bought for other sports.' ' 

Such a movement towards general lines of all-purpose 
sportswear makes it difficult to develop sales statistics . It 's 
almost impossible to know whether a person buying an ac­
tivewear outfit intends to use it for jogging, tennis or 
racquetball. 

To add to the confusion, over the last year or so, many 
department stor es have added active sportswear boutiques 
which are separate and distinct from their sporti ng goods 
department s. At the same time, many of these stores are going 
a step furth er and getting rid of their sportin g goods 
departm ent s altogether. "T hey' re losing money on hard ­
goods- racquets , skis, etc .," says Leonard Kanarvog ~l, 
merchandi sing manager for the clothin g line at Ektelon . (See 
page 32. ) "In fact, I'd guess that of the top 100 department 
stores, only 15 or 20 have any extensive line of hardgoods 
anymore.'' 

The result of these changes is that a great deal of sports attire 
is no longer being sold in a sports context. It' s found in flashy 
boutique-like sett ings , its new high fashion look appealing as 
often to the casual lounger or beach goer as to the active athlete . 
In short , the distinc tion between designer fashion and athlet ic 
wear is simply disappearing. 

If such changes in market ing strategy have made hard 
statistics hard to come by, most companies seem to agree that in 
racquetball the best is yet to come. Lenny Kanarvoge l, for 
instance, is bur sting with enthu siasm . " I don 't think we've 
even scratched the surface of the marke t yet,'' he says. 

Stuart Keeler , executive vice president at AMF Head Sports 
Wear, shares Kan arvoge l 's enthu siasm. " It 's a matter of 

Al -purpo se sports we ar, such as lh e out/It shown hare, ls the latest trend among many compllnie s 
In the racquotba.11 marketp/J co. Rather than being de slQnod spec ifically for racquetball. these 
outfits can bo usod for a van'ety of sport s and evon as c asual woar . 

evolution, '' he explains. ' ' The fashion or dress -up syndrome 
always follows the growt h and development of facilities and 
hardgoods sales. At Head we've seen it in tenn is and skiing; the 
equipment boom came first and then the avalanche of fashion 
interest. Racquetball 1s still in the hardgoods phase,'' Keeler 
continues, '' but we feel that interest in fashion is right around 
the corner .'' 

t 's hard to argue against such experience and market 
perspective. Yet not all experts agree with Keeler's 
prediction. Bob Klass , field director for Omega 
Sports, is one of them . "Our feeling is that racquet ­
ball is still too young a sport to spawn a big apparel 
industry,'' Klass says. ' ' A good number of seasoned 
players are still wearing gym clothes, cut -offs and so 
on. lt takes a long time to develop a taste for fashion 

in a sport. ' Klass suspects that a lot of clothing companies 
could end up losing their shir ts. Om ega's policy , he explains , is 
to direct resources and technology towards racquet -making . 
" After all, " he says, " that 's where our reputation is and 
that ' s what made us a profitable company." 

Leach Industries in San Diego has a similar policy, thou gh 
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''High fashion supporters 
argue that the trend 
toward a more tailored 
look is due mainly to the 
fact that racquetball is 
becoming a more social 
sport. It has emerged 
from the musty YMCAs .... 
Under these 
circumstances, people 
are going to care more 
about how they look:' 

th ey haven't completely ruled out an aggressive entrance into 
the fashion market. "We offer a very limited line of racquetball 
clothing right now,'' observes David Armstrong, vice 
president of sales and marketing. "But we don't see ourse lves 
as a softgoods peddler. It's mainly a promotional item for us . 
We give away a lot at tournaments .'' Armstrong 
acknowledges, however, that Leach is doing some test 
marketing right now, and that they're watching Ekte lon's 
ambitious clothing pitch very closely . 

"T he real problems for Leach and other hardgoods com ­
panies," notes Armstrong, "is that we aren't struct ured to 
compete with the Jockey s, Catalinas and so on . Our salesmen 
and manufacturers' representatives naturally specialize in 
selling our hardgoods. They know where the buyers are, and 
they' re good at what they do. Selling softgoods-cloth ing- is a 
complete ly different ball game. We'd have to hire a large 
number of additional personnel or do some pretty massive 
retraining .'' 

Lenny Kover at Ektelon knows all about such measures . "I 
just spent the last two days educating 75 hardgoods salesmen on 
how to sell softgoods," he says. "I'm giving them the skills so 
we can compete." Lenny's probably a good teacher. Last 
spring, Ektelon stole him away from Jockey where he had built 
up their tennis line from nothing to a five million dollar a year 
business. 

Ektelon is clearly putting up the money, taking the risks. But 
not all in the business think it's good timing or even a good 
idea. That includes Catalina, the veteran outfit of the 
racquetball clothing wars. According to Gene Tease of 
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Catalina , the jury's still out on whether or not the peak in the 
racquetball apparel market has been reached. He suspects it has . 
" I know one thing," Tease says. "If I were starting up a 
company, I'd enter the market in some other area. Right now, 
our racquetball business is not growing at the rate our tennis 
busine ss is.'' 

Ten nis. It ' s always tennis, it seems, that is used as a bench ­
mark for racquetball. It happened in tennis, the reasoning 
goes, so it will happen soon in racquetball. Most people in the 
sportswear field, however , don't buy the analogy . There seems 
to be general agreement among sportswea r experts that 
racquetball will never grow as wildly as the tennis market did 
over the last six or seven years. The tenni s player and the 
racquetball player may be the same genus, but they are an 
entirely different species. As one SGMA official put it, " You 
have to remember that tennis started as an elit ist sport and 
racquetball as a gym sport. It makes sense, then, that the tennis 
market would attract mor e money." It's certainly true th at we 
haven ' t seen Pierre Cardin or Diane von Fur stenberg 
racquetball togs, or Pucci accessories or Gucci shoes. Is that 
because racquetballers don't have blue blood tastes? Or is it 
simply too early in the evolution of the sport for such ex­
travaganc es to appea r ? According to Or en Clanton at National 
Gym Wear, it's a matter of tast e. "Unlike tennis," Clanton 
explains , "racquetball doesn 't put you on display. So there 's no 
need for high fashion. Racqu etballers just aren't interested." Of 
course, Clanton's respon se may be understandably sell -serving 
since National Gym Wear does very well marketing a basic 
meat -and -potatoes line of gym trunks and T -shirts . 

The opposite opinion may be equally self-serving , but it 
provides a different perspective. Companies like Catalina and 
Top Seed are at the other end of the fashion spectrum from 
National Gym Wear, and they believe they're where the action 
is going to be. Alex Canaan, presid ent of the New York -based 
Top Seed compa ny , tells a favorite anecdote: "I used to think 
racquetball was just a sweat sport. But last winter at the 
National Sporting Goods Association convention in Chicago, 
we had a lot of racquetball players, especially pros, asking us for 
our tennis clothing because there were no really sharp 
racquetball clothes around.'' Since then Top Seed has in­
troduced a line of designer racqu etball wear in vibrant colors 
and elegant detail. Price? Around $2 6 for shirt and shorts. (By 
way of comparison, National Gym Wear offers a no-frills T ­
shirt and shorts combo for 12 bucks .) 

Top Seed, Catalina and other high fashion out fits argue that 
the trend towards a more tailored look is due mainly to the fact 
that racquetball is becoming a more soc ial sport. It has emerged 
from the musty YMCAs, they say, and is now played on clean, 
well-lighted courts in elegant court club complexes. Many clubs 
also have health bars, lounges and family recreation areas . 
Under these more gregarious and glass -walled circumstances, 
the high fashion proponents conclude, peop le are going to care 
more about how they look . 

That's all quite true, says Ektelon 's Lenny Kanarvogel , but 
what these high fashion companies seem to forget, he com ­
plains, is function. "For instance, some of th ese outfits with 
splotches of really bright colors end up being a distra ction to the 
opponent and to the person wearing them,'' Kanarvo gel says. 
''With that get up on a glass court , it is very easy to lose a ball in 
your own reflection." As a result, Ektelon, AMF Head , Leach 
and others offer a more subdu ed, middle -of-the -market line of 
clothes (some style, prices in the $20 to $30 range for shorts 
and a shirt). 



t '.emains to be see n which level of clothing fashion 
will event uall y capture the imagination and the 
dollars of the majority of racquetball playe rs. One 
thing does seem ce rtain, though ; in sports, clothing 
tastes are tied directly to exposure. The more public 
a sport beco mes the high er th e athletic fashion . And 
because racquetball has evolved in th e last few years 
into a spec tator spo rt with wide tournament play and 

see-through court s, fashion intere st has increased significantl y. 
If racq uetball eve r comes to television, To p Seed, Cata lina 

and the othe r high style com pani es will come out smelling like 
roses. After all , the great shift away from basic wh ite in tennis 
not too long ago was re lated directly to the arr ival of big 
television contra cts. And th at meant meg abuck s for eve ry­
body - the manufactur ers, the retailers and, of course, the 
players act ing as clotheshorses on the tube for 20 or 30 million 
peop le. 

A su re measure of the level of fashion in any spo rt is the 
amount of money clo thin g compa nies are willing to pay top 
ath letes to wear their goods. Fila, a stylis h Italian compa ny , 
recentl y paid Bjorn Borg guaran tees in excess of $100,000 to 
wear its merchandise. And that 's just the beginning . Add to 
that a royalty of about five per cent of the international sales, 
and Borg does n ' t have to worry too much about tournament 
prize money. Indeed , one might und ersta nd it if Borg's main 
reaso n for wantin g to make the finals at Wimbl edon was to keep 
Fila shirt s on camera as long as possible. It 's s imply a matte r of 
kno wing who but te rs your bread. 

Alex Ca naan of Top Seed recal ls trying to get John McEnroe 
under con tr act. '' He hadn ' t even turn ed pro yet and was ranke d 
abo ut fifteenth. M cEnroe's father wouldn't talk to anybody 
offerin g less than a gu ara nt ee of $50,000 a year for th ree years, 
plus an e laborate sys tem of bonuse s for reaching the sem ifinals 
or fina ls of televised tournaments. We took a walk. It was 
crazy. ' ' 

Today McEnroe is und er contra ct with Tacc hini , ano ther 
high powered It alian clothie r , for around a hundr ed gra nd. 
Tacc hini has over 45 players und er contract, includin g Vita s 
Gerulaitis, Brian Gottfried , Roscoe Tanner and Bob Lutz. 

Will this extr eme fashion and money madness come to 
racq uetball? Probably not in the near future. First of all , you 
need televis ion , and like it or not , racquetball has proble ms as a 
video spo rt . The s ize of th e ball and the speed of th e game make 
it diificul t to follow the action unless you' re right there. Some 
sop hist icate d camera work might save th e day , but right now 
th e problem s remain . 

Then there 's the problem of mass marketing. To pay top 
money to at hletes for endorsements, it helps to have an in­
tern ation al mark et for your product. Fila, Tacchini, Adida s and 
ot hers can afford it, but Am erican com pani es can't because 
their produ cts simp ly don 't sell well out side the United States. 
AMF H ead may have Arthur Ashe under contract, but they 
can ' t compete with the Italian s. 

Mo st of the top racquetba ll pros are under co ntract to one or 
another of the racqu et or clothing manufacturers, but they 
certain ly don't command the kind of salarie s that the tenni s 
players do. Ju st wh at th ey do mak e remain s top sec ret in ­
formation . Edu cated guesses fall in th e $12,000 to $ 15,000 
range with the rea lly big nam es- the Hoga ns and Brumfi elds­
gett ing a goo d deal more . Ekte lon seems the mo st ambiti ous in 
the endorsement field , having signed on almos t half of th e top 
20 seeded players on th e tour along with about 800 club pros 
across th e country. 

Madison Avonue comas to racquatball, as- fraught with sax appeal and high fashion 
sophlsticatlon-p1omo tlonal photographs such as this one reveal tho gamo's "new look.'\ 

hether or not the phenome nal 
growt h of the fashion indu stry is 
good for racque tball remains to be 
seen. On th e one hand, you could 
arg ue th at such growt h merely rep­
resents the normal and healthy 
evoluti on of the sport. After all, 
if manu facturers are committin g 

big money to racque tball, it must mean that the sport is here to 
stay. On the oth er hand, some might argue th at the 
proliferation of dandyish clothes and garis h bric -a-brac is th e 
result of commercial explo itation in its rankest and most cynic al 
form. 

No need to take sides imm ediate ly . The racque tball clot hin g 
and accessories indu stry will be aro und for quite awhile - eve n if 
ou r economy should go to hell in a handb asket. There's an 
axiom in the business th at sports act ivewear and cosme tics are 
recess ion-proo f. Peop le will buy them no matter what. 

So, the re's plenty of tim e to discove r what thi s marketing 
madness will lead to. Five years from now, look up aga in from 
your serv ice box ; check out th at woman over on court number 
one, the guy on number thr ee. Wh at do they look like ? • 
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ATTENTION 
COUIII CLUB 

OWNERS 
ENTER YOUR MEMBERS IN THE I.R.A./RACQUETBALL 

MAGAZINE "EVERYONE WINS" GIANT SWEEPSTAKES. 

The Grand Prize is an all expense . paid 
luxury Mexican holiday. 

Hundreds of other major prize winners will divide over 
$50,000 worth of racquetball merchandise. 

Make sure your membership gets its fair chance . 

For details contact your I.R.A. State Director (see page 44) or call Jill Fazakerly 
at R'ACQUETBALL Magazine, 901 .-345-8000 . 



FASHION 
OLERY 

THE LATEST IN 
UNNECESSARY NECESSITIES 
acquetba ll players are 
changing. No longer 
are they considered 
the bums of the 
sport s world. Instead, 
they' ve become re­
spectable , chic even, 
accepted among their 

peers in the spo rts community. Gone are 
the days when players hung their heads 
in shame and whispered guiltil y, "I play 
racquetball ." Yes, all that 's changed 
now . Because at long last , after years of 
being perfectl y happy in scruffy cut -off 
jeans, plain white T -shirts and worn -out 
tennis shoes, racquetball players have 
discovered FASHlON . 

This change did not come about 
overnight. For years, fashion indu stry 
moguls have had their sights fixed on 
racquetball , looking for some sign of 
sustained life, some indication that the 
sport was more than just a passing fad. 
And now, faced with million -dollar 
celebrity tournaments, hundreds of new 
court facilities and even honest-t o­
goodness racquetball magazines, the 
fashion giants have decided that 
racquetball is here to stay . 

So-with tape measures, doodads and 
statistics in hand - the fashion experts 
have descended upon the racquetball 
world , proclaiming in all-knowing term s 
what's ''in,'' ''now'' and the ''latest'' 
for the racquetball player. Their message 
is simple: "You play as well as you 
look.'' With thi s sentiment as their 
guiding light, and armed with the 

knowledge that the American consumer 
needs and even wants to be separated 
from his hard earned money, the fashion 
industry has begun to change the face of 
racquetball . 

Color coordination is the most 
prominent evidence of the invasion of the 

fashion industry. Indeed, ''color 
coordination'' is the battle cry of the 
fashion vanguard . These fashion experts 
have taken on the task of trying to color 
coordinate every racquetball player in 
America. They have embraced this cause 
with a religious fervor , and they speak in 
sympathetic tones about those players 
who are not yet color coordinated , as if 

not being color coordinated were like 
having some dread and incurable 
disease: " Poor John . He's a good 
player , but he 's just not color coor­
dinated . '' The resu lt of this trend is that 
many players who had been wearing 
uncoordinated outfits on the racquetball 
court , and who thought they were having 
a good time , have suddenly discovered 
that they weren't really enjoying 
themselves after all. Without colors , 
how can it be fun? 

Of course , there are some people who 
might question spending 30 or 40 bucks 
on a color coordinated racquetball outfit , 
when you could serve the same purpose 
with a simple pair of shorts and a T -shirt 
that cost $10 . Such people are im­
mediately branded as heretics by the 
fashion moguls, and shouted down with 
cries of ''Philistine,'' '' Oh , ye of no 
taste" and "No fair using logic." After 
a while, they learn to keep their logic and 
their $20 savings to themse lves. 

So con vincing has been the argument 
for color coordin ation , that some players 
have refused to play in tournaments if 
the color of the sanctioned ball clashes 
with their outfit. Other players have 
refused to enter the court because their 
opponents' outfits clashed with theirs . In 
one instance, a well-dressed player was 
preparing for a match and suddenly 
began screaming as soon as his opponent 
appeared, declaring vehemently that he 
wasn't going to play. "You knew I was 
going to be wearing this dark green 
ensemble, ' ' he screamed, '' and you 

BY MARK I-IOLLAND 
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wore that atrocious purple just to clash 
with me. I deman d a forfeit." Such 
confrontations have led to the creation of 
a new position at court clubs across the 
country , that of fashion coordinator , 
whos e job it is to settle disputes among 
fashion consc ious players. 

Some fashion coordin ators, however , 
specialize in creating color conflicts 
among players . These highly paid ex­
perts reported ly act as fashion con­
sultants to a number of players on the 
pro circ uit , actuall y trav eling to tour­
naments with the players. Some of these 
consultants have apparently become as 
indispensable to cer tain players as their 
coach . One alleged fashion consult ant 
described his job this way : 

''I try to count e r what ever 
psycho logical effect my player' s op­
pone nt creates ," he explained. "In 
other words , I'm hired to neutralize the 
effect of the opponent ' s cloth es. Say, for 
instanc e , my player ' s opponent comes 
out in a white or beige outfit . I' m 
certainly not going to let my player go on 
the court with the same colors , because 
that would be playing right into his 
opponent' s hands. Obvious ly, the other 
player is tryin g to slow down the tempo 
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of the game and lull the referee into 
inattention . So if the other player is in a 
very soothing color theme like that , I ' m 

''Some players 
have refused to 

play in a 
tournamen t if the 

co lor of the 
sanctioned ball 

clashes w ith 
their outfit:' 

going to send my player out there with 
some really wild colors, Obnoxiou s 
Orange or Scand alou s Scarl e t ­
somet hing that will really jolt the referee 

and create a feeling of action and ex­
citem ent on the court . 

" Of course, not a lot of people are 
going to come out on the court in a light 
colored outfit these days; it 's too easy to 
count er . Most people will come out in 
bold stripes hopin g to really overwhelm 
their opponent s. In a situ at ion like that I 
have to decide whethe r to go with 
hori zont al or ver tical stripe s to count er 
the effect, and then I have to make a split 
second decision on the background color 
of the outfi t . Late! y, I'v e st arted sending 
my players out in shocking pink outfits 
which have blood red lightning bolts on 
the sides. Th e lightnin g bolts really 
throw the oth er player 's fashion con­
sultant off because he doesn ' t know 
whether to count er with horizontal or 
verti cal stripes. But whenever I send my 
player ou t I ' m already thinkin g a couple 
of ch anges ah ead. Because as soon as my 
player walks on the court with his outfit, 
the oth er player is going to leave the 
court and make a chang e. Sometimes 
ther e are as many as 20 outfit changes 
before the match even begins .'' 

Nobody knows where thi s clothes 
conscious trend will lead us, but there 
are ominou s indications that it could lead 

Heres Loo k ina Ac You, Kid 
This March we ins ert ed a questionnair e in RACQU ETBALL 

Mag azine . With no rewar d for respo nding and not even a sta mp to 
cover postage, we realized th at th ose fans who took the time and 
effort to answe r we re Indeed die-hards . l.Jsted b elow are a few of the 
result s from th at questionnaire 

From t ime to time w e will inse rt in th e magazine or mail out ot her 
surveys and would greatly appre c iate yo ur response to those tell 
tale prob es of th e racq uetball player. It is thr o ugh these exchanges 
that we can serv e you and the sport more e fficien tly. Look for more 
resu lts in futu re issues . 
Thank You, 
RACQUETBA LL Magazine 

RM How k>ng have you been playing RM · On whal days do you usually play? 
Racque l ball? Ans : Mond ay· 17% 

Ans : 18% 1 yr or less Tuesday • 15% 
3 1 % 2-3 years Wednesday • 17 % 
23% 4 •5 years Thursday • 15% 
22 % 6 - 1 0 years Friday• 13% 
6% over 1 0 years Salur day • 13% 
(Joe Sobek • 29 years ) Sunday• 10% 

RM: How lrequenlly do you play 
(Metina Mercouri • Never on a Sunday) 

Racquetball? RM . How far do you travel to play? 
Ans 9% everyday MS Less than 2 miles• 27 % 

10 % 4·6 times per week 2-5 miles• 27 % 
48% 2•4 times per week 5 •10m,les-26 % 
2 4 % 1 2 times per week Over 1 0 miJes • 19,-, 
(N ever • Jimmy Con nors) (Neol Arms1rong - 250.000 miles) 

RM How kmo do you play each time? RM How long doc s 11 take to gel I here ? 
Ans : 38 ,il 1 hr or less Ans: Less than 5 minutes - 25 % 

40% up to 90 minutes 10 ·15mlllutcs • '15% 
1 7% up to 2 hours 15 -30 minu1es 23 % 
5 % over 2 hours 30 minutes · 1 hour • 7 % 
(AN day long - Marty Hogan) (Mr $pock • lns tanlly) 



to a kind of fashion madne ss in 
racquetball. Consider, for example , the 
persistent rumors that some clubs are 
now holding pre-tournament fashion 
shows, to determine seeding and han­
dicaps. According to reports from 
" reliable sources " (namely, my cousin 
Abne r in Hoboken, New Jersey) , points 
are awarded prior to some tournaments 
based on the style and cut of a player's 
outfit. Players can begin a match with a 
5 , 10 or even a 15 point lead depending 
on how well they are dressed . The 
players parade back and forth before the 
gallery to show off their outfits, whi le a 
fashion expert judges the attire and an 
announcer describes it: "Tom will be 
rolling th em out today in a two-piece, 
wash -and-wear outfit made of 50 per 
cent polyester and 50 per cent cotton. 
The blue /black short -sleeved top is 
trimmed with light blue and is set off 
nicely by the baby blue monogrammed 
short s. The complete outfit sells for 
$500, or you can buy the top and short s 
separately for $500 each. Tom's en­
semble was provided through the 
courtesy of Fort Knox of Fort Knox, 
Kentucky .'' 

A startling example of the effect this 

new practice can have on the game is 
seen in a recent report from Los 
Angeles, down around Hollywood. 
There, the Open division of a tour ­
nament was won by a novice player. This 
player chalked up 21 points in the pre­
game fashion show, so he was declared 
the winner without ever having to hit a 
ball. A spectator who was present 
describes the action in this exclusive 
report for Racquetball: 

'' It was a landmark in the game of 
racquetball,'' he relates. '' From the 
moment Bob (the eventual winner) 
walked out, you could tell that 
something special was going to happen. 
I'm telling you , every head in the place 
turne d and there was dead silence. You 
had to be there to appreciate it. 

''This guy was dressed to the hilt . I'm 
talking funky -disco-o ut -a-sight-stream­
lined -color coordinated explosions of 
too much. He was a walking rainbow, 
from his chartreuse headband to the 
green and orange shoe laces in his 
fluorescent, high -hee led racquetball 
shoes. Heck, it took the announcer 15 
minutes just to describe the outfit and all 
the accessories that went with it. But 
what I really think he picked up points 

on, though, was his lemon-colored fur­
lined wrap-around tunic, which was a 
combination smok ing jacket and warm­
up suit. I'm telling you, it was a sight to 
behold.'' 

Bear in mind, now, that the 
aforementioned spectator who passed 
along this report to us also works as an 
advertising executive for a major fashion 
designer. We became suspicious when he 
showed up in our offices decked out in a 
flowing cape, top hat and tails. We did 
some checking into his background, and 
learned that his company is the nat ion's 
only manufacturer of lemon-colored 
smoking jackets and high-heeled 
racquetball shoes. So, we have our 
doubts. 

There is one effect of the current 
fashion mania, however, about which 
there can be no doubt, and that is the 
role it has played in the emergence of a 
new breed of pseudo racquetball players. 
We've all seen this type of player. 
They' re the ones who go to the court 
club dressed in the latest fashions, but 
rarely if ever go near a court. About the 
only thing they use a racquet for is to 
offset the color of their outfits . These 

continued on page 26 
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September 7-9 Massachusetts I.R.A. Closed October 25-28 November 7-11 November30 

Open Singles 45+ (3) State Doubles (2) Omega-Hertz Racquetball Omega-Hertz Racquetball Back wall Holiday Closed 

Honolulu YMCA (Site to be announced) Classic (3) Classic (3) State Tournament (2) 

Tournament Director : Contact: Paul Henrickson Continental Racquetball Club Racquetime of Ballwin Back wall Racquetball Club 

Phyllis Gomes 617 - 754-6073 7717 Edgewater (formerly Wilson-Coryell Altoona, PA 

Central YMCA 
October 5, 6, 7 

Oakland , CA 94621 Racquetball Club) Tournament Director : 

401 Atkinson Dr. Tournament Director: 910 Clayton Rd. Chris Kister 

Honolulu, HI 96814 
Florida State Doubles Mark Auerbach Ballwin, MO 63011 814-946 -1668 
( closed) (2) 415-568-0132 Tournament Director : 

September 14-16 Omega40 Sherry Rid ings 
December 1-3 

Cape Cod Open (3) 1 So . Old Kings Road Aidenlea Racquetball Club 314-391-8087 
Western New England Open (3) 

The Racquet Club Orman Beach, FL 32074 Tournament (3) Racquet Club at Bousquet 

South Yarmouth, MA Tournament Director : Aidenlea Racquetball Club November 8-11 Pittsfield, MA 

Tournament Director : Gordon Ira 474 Iroquois Shore Rd. Omega-Hertz Racquetball Tournament Di rector : 

Dennis Aceto Steve Xynidis Oakville, Ontario L6H 2Y7 Class ic (3) Mike Meyer 

617-394-1688 904-672-4044 Tournament Director : Racquet Club of Monroeville 413-499-4600 

September 28-30 October 12-14 
Ebbe Marquard pen 1 Racquet Lane January 3-7 

Yogi Berra 's/Lite Beer Grand 2nd Annual Mid Atlantic 
416-842-2386 Monroeville , PA 15146 I.R.A. Open State Men and 

Prix for Muscular Dystrophy (4) Regional YMCA October 26-28 Tournament Directors : Women Doubles (4) 

Yogi Berra Hall of Fame Championships Open (3) Greenfield Open (3) Brian Engle and Central YMCA 
Ken Baron 

Fairfield , New Jersey Harrisburg Central YMCA Greenfield Racquet Club 
412-242-8636 

401 Atkinson Dr. 

Tournament Director: Harrisburg , PA Lancaster, PA Honolulu, HI 96814 

Pete Talbot Tournament Director : Tournament Director: Omega-Hertz Racquetball Tournament Dire c tor : 

201-227-4000 YA thletic Director Elaine Lee Class ic (3) Phyll is Gomes 

Greater Pittsburgh Open 
717-234 -6221 717-392 -4194 Racquetball Centre Februa ry 7- 11 

Doubles Championships Memph is State/Jack Fulton Omega-Hertz Racquetball 440 Interstate No. Parkway Open I.R .A . State Men and 

Men's & Women's (3) Open (3) Classic (3) Atlanta , GA 30339 Women Singles (4) 

Moon Racquetball Club Memphis State University Fox Racquetball Club Tournament Director: Central YMCA 

Tournament Director : Tournament Director : 2500 lnterplex Drive Bobby Siegl e 401 Atk inson Dr . 

Chuck Kohl Larry Liles Philadelph ia, PA 19047 404-955-5555 Honolulu , HI 96814 

412-262-5335 901-454-2807 Tournament Director : November 9-12 Tournament Director : 

Texas State Championships (2) October 18-21 
Mike Flies hut or Lou Gillmore Heart Association Benefit (3) Phyllis Gome s 

Racquetball and Handball /.R.A. National Doubles 
215-638 - 7320 Downtown Racquet Club February 8- 10 

Clubs of San Antonio Championships (6) 6th Annual Charlotte Open 230 George St. Women '80 Tournament (3) 

Tournament Director: OK Racquet Club Racquetball Tournam ent (3) New Haven , CT 06510 Boston Tenn is Club 

Bruce Hendin 1508 S.E. 25th Sports Illustrated Court Club 203- 787-6501 Tournament Dire ctor: 

512-344-8596 Oklahoma City, OK 73129 Charlotte, N.C. Tournament Director : Maureen Boulett e 

512-349 -2781 Tournament Dir ector : Tournament Director : Will Verhoeff 617-754 -60 73 

Wels h Steel/Roy al Court s 
Luke St. Onge Tony Giordano February 24-Marc h 2 

,.... ___ ....... _ .. _ --- - ---·~-·· 901- 761- 1172 704-3 72- 1946 Nov ember 10- 12 R ::arn11 P th ::all WP Pk 
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Tournament (3) Women's Open Singles (3) 
Royal Courts Central YMCA 
Wilkes Barre, PA 401 Atkinson Dr. 
Tournament Director : Honolulu, HI 96814 
Virginia Jones Tournament Director: 
717-822-8900 Phyllis Gomes 

October4 •7 Omega-Hertz Racquetball 

Omega-Hertz Racquetball Classic (3) 

Classic (3) Santa Monica Racquetball Club 

Playoff Racquetball Club 1815 Centinella 

288 Wood Road Santa Monica , CA 90404 

Braintree, MA 02184 Tournament Director : 

Tournament Director: Steve Lubarsky 

Tom Me/nor 213-829-6836 

617 -848 -8050 October 19-21 
Omega-Hertz Racquetball Racquetime Raise Your 
Classic (3) Racquet Benefit Open 
Denver Sporting House Tournament (3) 
5151 DTC Parkway Racquetime 
Englewood , CO 80110 Dedham , MA 
Tournament Director: Tournament Director : 
Andy Sabo Bill Cavanagh 
303-779-0700 617-326-2900 

I.R.A . Women ' s Novice October 24-28 

Invitational (2) Omega-Hertz Racquetball 

Central YMCA Classic (3) 

401 Atkinson Dr . King Arthur ' s Court 

Honolulu, HI 96814 1355 15th St . 
Tournament Director: Ft . Lee, NJ 07024 
Phyllis Gomes Tournament Director : 

Stan Danzig 
201 -944-8300 

November 1-4 
Omega-Hertz Racquetball 
Classic (3) 
Courts , Etc . 
Ashford Square 
14690 Memorial Drive 
Houston , TX 77079 
Tournament Director: 
Jim Austin 
713-497-7570 

Omega -Hertz Racquetball 
Classic (3) 
The Glove And Racquet 
3855 Wales Rd. N. 10 
Massillon , OH 44646 
216-837-9602 
Tournament Director : 
Dave Wallace 

November 2-4 
Long Island Open (4) 
Universal Racquetball 
Massapequa , NY 
and 
Center Courts 
40 Maple A ve. 
Rockville Center , NY 11570 
Tournament Director: 
Al Seite/man 
516-288-1448 

Nittanf-t:iT:Tn"Open (4) 
Penn State Un iversity 
Contact : Jere Willey 
814 -865 -6588 (work) 
814 -238-2864 (home) 

November 16-18 
LeBlanc Open (3) 
Shrewsbury Racquet Club 
Shrewsbury , Mass . 
Tournament Director : 
Paul Henr ickson 
617 -845-1001 

November 29-December 2 
Omega-Hert z Racquetball 
Clas si c (3) 
Franklin Racqu et Club 
29350 Northwestern Highway 
Southfield , Ml 48034 
Tournament Director : 
Jim Easterling 
313-352-8000 

Peter Cornell Open (3) 
Downtown YMCA Fi tness 
Center 
2 W. Fran kl in St. 
Richmond , VA 23220 
Tournament Director : 
Carter Brook 
804-644-4611 

February 28-March 2 
I.R.A. State Champ ionsh ips (2) 
Contact local state d irectors 
for sites 

March 21-23 
March of Dimes Benefit (3) 
Downtown Racq uet Club 
230 George St . 
New Haven , CT06510 
Tourname n t Di rec tor : 
Wayne Bruno 
203 - 787-6501 

Apr il 25-27 
I.R.A . Reg iona ls (5) 
Si tes to be announced 

I.R.A sanctioned tournaments in bold 
(1) · 1st level tournament 
(2) · 2nd level tournament 
(3) · 3rd level tournament 
( 4) · 4th level tournament 
(5) · 5th level tournament 
(6) · 6th level tournament 



continued from page 23 
'' players ' ' spend most of their time 
around th e club bar , drinkin g and 
comp aring outfits . Th ey have only 
disdain and disgust for the sweaty slobs 
dressed in T -shirt s and old gym shorts 
who race up to the bar for a quick glass of 
fru it juice before return ing to the court 
for anoth er strenuou s match. Th ey feel 
as if th ese sweaty jocks ar e invading their 
domain . And perh aps rightly so. 

As a result , there is now considerable 
talk about th e prospects of building a 
na tionwid e chain of court clubs designed 
especia ll y for fashion consci ous 
racquetba lle rs. Th ese '' racq ue tball 
boutiq ues , " as th ey would be called , 
would have strict dress codes and a 
doorm an to check members as they enter 
for proper color coordination and 
possib le colo r clash es with oth er 
memb ers . Racquets would be considered 
optional at these club s, bu t playing 
courts would be eliminat ed. Instead , the 
cent erpiece of th e club would be an 
elaborate bar, surr ounded by hundreds of 
mi rror s so tha t member s could admire 
themselves. Many court club owners are 
adaman tly oppos ed to the idea of such 
clubs , saying they are compl etely at odds 

with the egalitarian , participatory spirit 
of ra cqu etb all. Fashi o n pro po nents 
count er , howeve r , that those who 
oppose fashionable clubs do so only 
beca u se th ey ar e afr a id rac qu etba ll 
boutiques would become so popular that 
they'd put regula r court clubs out of 
business. 

A nd so, it seems, fashion is destined to 
becom e a pe rm ane nt fix tu re in 
racquetball. Indeed , an omen of thin gs to 
co me recently occ u rre d du ri ng a 
tourn ament on the east coast , accordin g 
to a reliable authority. (My cousin 
Abn er again . He gets arou nd .) 

According to this report, one player 
came sweepin g into th e club with an 
entoura ge of 20 people . He had a fashion 
consultant , a valet , a hair sty list, thr ee 
men to carr y his port able barber 's chair , 
several aides to car ry his cloth es, 
techn icians, elect r icians and a cou ple of 
lackeys just to fold and unfold his ou tfits. 
All thi s, and he was only schedu led to 
play one match that day. 

Whi le the player was being preened , 
pressed and blow-dried in the locker 
room , his valet began supervising 
cour tside preparation s. Several racks of 
clothes were moved next to the court , 

while anot her aide began busily laying 
out an assortm ent of colored towels . A 
couple of lighting technic ians worked 
franti cally near the locker room door. 
Soon , everythin g was ready. 

Suddenly, th e locke r room door 
opened , and ou t step ped th e player 
dressed in a Purp le Passion warm -up suit 
comp lete with a Regal Red cape. As he 
paused dra matically in the doorway, 
someone switched on a fan . Th e cape 
spread out behind him and his hair 
flowed back like the mane of a lion . A 
spotlight bur st on and th e player was 
showe red in a br illiant colo red light. 
After he was sure everyone had seen 
him , the light clicked off, the fan 
stoppe d and the player moved qu ickly to 
the court an d proceeded to play his 
match . 

He played miserably, losi ng 21 -2, 21-
4 . St ill , he did change shirts 2 5 times 
durin g the match. And when he came off 
the court , he was all sm iles. '' I love thi s 
game,'' he told one spectato r as he 
acknowledged th e adm irin g cheers of the 
crowd . " Racquetball is th e great est 
becau e it's not whether you win or lose 
th at coun ts, but how you dress for the 
game. ' ' • 

CONTEMPORARY 
SPORT 
BOOKS 
_ __ The Aerobic Way 

Dr. Ken neth Cooper 

_ _ _ Inside Racquetba ll 
Chuck Leve 

$10.00 

$5 .95 

_ __ Inside Racquetball for wom en 
Sauser & Shay $4 .9 5 

_ __ RACQUETBAL L: The sport 
for Everyon e 
Randy Staff ord 

__ _ Winning Racq uetball 
Shay 

_ __ How to Win at Racquetb all 
Dr. Vic tor Spear 

$3.0 0 

$4 .95 

$3.95 
___ The Complet e Boo k of Runn ing 

Jam es Fixx $10.00 

_ __ The Inner Game of Tennis 
Galwey $9 .95 

_ _ _ Teaching Your Ch ild Racqu etball 
Arthur Shay • Jean Sauser $3 .95 
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SPALDING'S INCREDIBLE STRING BAND. 
Spalding is creating quite a 

racquet within the confines of four­
walled courts these days. 

And it's no wonder. 
Because we bring to every 

racquet we make a fine-tuned under ­
standing of the game no other 
company can match. 

Our 7000 Series aluminum 
frames are extruded right through 
the handle , so there's never a tw ist 
between the flick and the wrist. 

Our composite frames have the 
optimum blend of glass, nylon and 
graphite for flexibility, weight and 
strength. 

let you let go without the fear of 
letting go. 

All handles are available in the 
size to match the feel and comfort 
of your particular game. 

And because not every player is 
ready for the "/\' ladder, our rac­
quets are priced to match your 
leve l of commitment. 

So whether it be our Junior Tour­
nament, our very unlady-Like Lady 
Spalding, our intimidating lntimida ­
tor, or any of our other racquets, 
look to Spalding for the dependabil­
ity, playability and power you need. 

Spalding. 
ips and lanyards We're playing your game. 

Smasher®-=--,....- 0 Our leath er 

j •· Futura'M 
lnt erclub® 

Ace® • ~~ .-1111!1-~--=:;;;_.~. 

0 1979 ~uestor Corp. 
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THE 
LOOK 

OF 
FASHION 

A PHUID SUR\TEY 
BY LARRY KUZNIE\VSKI 

R 
acquetba ll clothing designe rs 
are fast becoming as plentiful 
as leaves in aut umn . Every ­
body, it seems, has gotten into 

the act. This includ es com panies ranging 
from suc h traditiona l equipment 
manufactu rers as Ektelon to high fashion 
outfit s like Catalina and Top Seed. The 
resul t of this ru sh to the cloth is a virtual 
deluge of smart -looking, em inentl y 
fashionable -a nd often - hi gh -pri ce d 
racquetball outfits for both men and 
women. To sort out so me of the con­
fusion, the editors of Racqu etball 
magazi ne recently gather ed sampl es of 
the best in racqu etball clot hin g from _the 
top companies in the field . H erewith, 
·th en , our first annu al surv ey of the wide, 
wide world of racquetball fashions. 

Al lefi, n IIVO piece 111e11 '.s 011/fil from Cntoli11n. The shirt fenlur bl rl . . . I /1orls 
come IVilh m1 111side coi11 pockel. Re/nil, $30 . The Indies' 0111r-1 1 . els ". / 11 of col/on Jersey h11/ mid ferry, For/rel po/yes/er m1rl co/1011 mesh, ru/11/e 1 ,es 

11 n r, c, 1/ IS 1ro111 Q, n I fl . rl f II 5/11rl 
@d shorls re/nil for $38. The jnckel is sold sepnmlely, re/oil $46 All d , 1 11 11111

· . 15 111n e o 53 per cw/ po/yes/er r111rl 47 per cw/ co 011
-

. 1110 els shoes prov,derl co11rlesy of Pnlrick m,rl Lo/lo. 



Abom: Tlte 011/fi l 11/ left is from Rncq11elles of J-/irdenl,, Florida. Tire wns/1-111,rl-wear 
wse111ble, 111ade from 50 per cent po/yes/er n11d 50 per cen/ col/011 i11/erlock, re/ails for $25.50. 
Al rig/1/ is n Indies' ensemble fro111 Kaz of Cnlifomir,. Tlte shirt fen/11res fl sq11nre 11cck rlesig11 a11d 
/lie slior/s come wit/, n back pocket. Mr,r/e of 50 per ce11/ Kadel po/yes/er a11rl 50 per ce11/ co/1011 
i11lerlock, the 011/fil re/nils for $26. 

l11se/: O11tfils from A I Ense (left) n11d Ektelon Tire Indies' ensemble fen/11res co11/msli11g trim 
nro1111d lite sltirl and sltor/s a11d is 11rnrle of n 50150 /JDly/co/1011 inlerlock fnbric. S11sg,sted retail 
price, $2 7. Tlte 111en 's 011/fil features n V-11eck style p11llouer sltirl a11d sltor/s will, n b11//011-dow11 
pocket 011 lite side. The sltirl is 50 per w, t For/rel po/yes/er mu/ 50 per cw/ co/1011 i11/erlock, while 
lite sltorls nre 65 per ce11/ Oncro11 po/yes/er n11rl J 5 per ce11/ co/1011. S11gges/u/ retail price, $2 9. 



A hove: The lrulies' 011/fit r,/ left is f ro111 E/10 U 1di111iterl. It fent11res /1r111rl /Hli11tcd 
mcq11els 011 //,e shirt 111,d is 111nrle r ro111 I 00 per CCIII col/011. S11ggesterl re/11il price, $40 . 
T he 111w's 011/fit is from J\rlirl11s. The shirt is I 00 per cm/ cofto11 r111rl //,e co/1011 twill shorts 
i11c/11rle n bnck pock el. S11ggeslerl re/nil price, $2 5. 90. Rncq11elbnll jewelry courtesy of Ti11ker 
r111rl Co111pr111y. 

/11sel: O 11/fits from P1111/ 5111/ivm, Sporlswenr (/efl) (111r/ /11/moovm The 011/fil n/ le[/ 
fml11res II I 00 per ce11/ co/1011 shirl (/1/rl shorls 11/(/de of 80 per cw/ 11ylo11 m,rl 20 per cw/ 
Spm,rlex. The shor/s i11cl11rle r111 i11mr /111i11g 1111rl i11sirle key pocket mu/ //,r 011/fil re/oils for 
$34.50. The 111e11's 011/fi t al rig/,/ fen/11res n V-neck shirt m,rl shorls wit/, n wnislllfl11rl 
drmoslri11g. Mnde of 50 per cwt polyester nm/ 50 per cw/ co/1011, the 011/fil re/nils for $25. 
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R 11cquetb11/I 1011m1-11p outfits from AMF /-fem/ 51J0rls Wwr (ft,{/) 11111/ L,dfr s First. T/11• 111e11·~ outfit i11rl/l(le 11 50150 polylrC1llcm shirt will, 11 1'0rt111~ 
co/1011111rsl, IJOl/011111111/ shorts 1111,de of 65" /Jfr mil po/yrs/er 11111/ 35 µrr ce11/ wllm1. The 1011r111-1111 s111/ i11clt11frs ,, I 00 pa ,mt Orlon j,,cht l<'ilh re /,Clod 
mu/ 11111tchi11g 111111/s (110/ sl,01011). T/11· slur/ mu/ shorts retail for $3 7. Tl,e w1m11-1111 suit, solrl se1111mt,·ly, r1'111il~ for $ 7 2. Tl,e /11,lics · oul{il 11/ rig/,/ i111 lwles 
fl Lnrllfs First T-sl11r/- su.1::,:esti>rl re/nil price, $2.5O- mul n pnly!{leeu w11n11-1111 suit wit/, 11 fn111t /JOrht i11 tl,e i11rlat 11111/ 11111tc/1i11g 111111/s. Tl,e w,1r111-1111 
ret11ils for $59.95 . 





FASHION 
INTERVIEW 

EKTElDN'S LENNY K 
DITOR' S NOTE: 
Racquetball fashions 
are increasingly be­
coming Big Business. 
An indication of just 
how important this 
segment of the mar­
ketplace is becoming 

was demonstrated recently when Sao 
Diego-based Ektelon, one of the largest 
racquetball merchandisers, created a 
new management position devoted 
exclusively to clothing. Leonard B. 
' Lenny K' Kanarvogel is Ektelon' s new 
merchandising manager for sportswear 
and accessories. A veteran of 17 years in 
New York's garment district, Kaoar­
vogel mo.st recently coordinated Jockey 
International' s tennis wear line. His first 
official act upon joining Ektelon-even 
before moving his belongings out from 
the east coast-was to design a com­
pletely new line of racquetball clothing 
which has been well-received by retailers 
during preview showings. To find out 
what racquetball fashion designing is all 
about, Racqttetball sen t correspondent 
Mike Hogan to Ektelon' s headquart ers 
to talk to Kanarvogel. In th.is exclusive 
interview, Lenny K gives Racquetball 
readers an insight into the many hours of 
effort that go into the development of a 
''simple' ' racquetball shirt or pair of 

~ shorts. 
~ 
~ 
"' RACQUETBALL : What is it that 
~ consumers are most concerned about 
~ when they buy a piece of racquetball 
! clothing? Fashion? Function? What? 
§ KANARVOGEL: Color is the single 
f most import ant element in a garment 

because that is what catches the con ­
sumer 's attentio n . Proper coloring is 
essential to selling any clothing . There 
are four th ings to think about when 
designing any garment . The first is color 
because that is what will catch the 
customer's eye. Then customers will 
walk over and feel the goods , so the 
fabric must be appealing. They already 
know what store it is in and are aware 
whether that store is of good quality or 
not . The third thing consumers look at is 
the label. They see Ektelon and think, 
"Well, Ektelon is synonymous with 
racquetball so it must be good.'' The last 
thing consumers look at, surprisingly, is 
the price. They have to like the color, 
the texture, the people who make it 
before they ask, ''How much is it going 
to cost me?" 
R : Does that differ between male and 
female customers? 
K : No . Generali y , it's the same for 
every body. It's not a set rule, of course, 
but there is enough marketing in­
formation to say, "That's the way the 
consumer shops.'' 
R: While there are some similarities, the 
color and sty ling of the garments you've 
designed seem to be a major departure 
from Ektelon's old line, which, frankly, 
never struck us as being all that 
fashionable. 
K: The new line is a major departure 
from the old. 
R: Why did you select the colors that 
you did? 
K : I selected colors that are punchy, 
exciting, active colors . The color story 
for next year for fashions in general is 
bright shades-brig ht royal blues, bright 

yellows, bright reds . In ladies' wear , the 
colors for fall are reds, yellows and 
jades. Those are the colors on the main 
floors of the major department stores 
right now . We wanted to be both 
fashionable and timely, and we feel that 
our ladies' colors are right in tune with 
what is going on in the general world of 
fashion. 
R: What about function? What are the 
spe cial requirements of racquetball 
clothing? 
K : The goods have to be able to flow, to 
handle the body torque and the stress of 
stretching and bending . If you ' re playing 
racquetball two or three times a week, 
you want your shorts and shirts to stand 
up well in the wash and wear afterwards. 
So both the functionality of the fabric and 
construction of the garment are 
important. 
R: What about a fabric's ability to 
absorb perspiration? 
K: In my particular line, I've gone with 
a 50-polyester -5 0-cotton blend for just 
that reason . The blend is important. 
When you wear a 100 per cent cotto n 
garment in a high perspiration sport, the 
perspiration gets absorbed by the shirt 
and stays there. And it just hangs. But, 
with a poly-cotton blend, the cotton 
absorbs the perspiration and the 
polyester-which is a filament yam with 
a wicking action - dispels it through the 
pores of the garment. 
R : So it looks neater? 
K: That's right and it's a much better 
wash -and-wear garment too. And, now, 
you' re really addressing yourse lf to 
something which is important to the 
consumer, the one who has to wash the 

BY MIKE I-IOGAN 
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Shorts and Square neck top ls 
50% Kodel Polyester and 50% 
Cotton from Caroknlt. Colors: 
White with navy and red trim 
Navy with yellow & red trim 
and Royal with powder and 
navy trim. Size range S-M-L-XL 

ifs easier with 

Koder 
polyester 

Kaz of California 
8945 Quartz Ave. 

Northridge, Ca 91324 
(213) 341-9034 
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'"In a waY, I have a sales job. 
My product is Lenny K and that's 

who I sell:' 

garment. 
R: What about construction ? 
K : Well, especially in the men's line, I 
felt there was a need for good , functional 
merchandise. Some garments have patch 
pockets, some have flap pockets, some 
have a jock line . But I demanded that 
every short we make have double needle 
felled seams. I didn ' t want anyone 
ripping his pants on the court. 
R: What about women 's clothes? Ar e 
they the same as men 's? 
K : No . Th e ladies must have clothing 
that is alJ their own . I took a different 
approach with the ladies' line. As far as 
fabrics are concerned, there are two: the 
traditional interlock and a stretch -and­
lock. This is a soft piece of goods that has 
some body but wilJ cling to the wearer. It 
allows movement and takes care of any 
high torque, high str etching , or high 
bending , and yet it is feminine . Thi s 
fabric takes the ladies out of the " me 
too " area of interlock ladies' garments 
and says, "I'm different. " 
R : Is it expensiv e? 
K: It is very expensive. It's not the run ­
of-the -milJ fabric . But I wanted the ladies 
to have something of their own . 
R : So, is that what being a designer is all 
about? 
K : Designer ? Wh at is a designer ? In my 
opinion, a designer is someone who 
works on Seventh Avenue in New York 
and caters to the high , high fashion of 
the ladies' wear industry. Maybe stylist 
is a better term for what I do. Actually , 
thou gh , I'm just a merch ant , in the 
same sense that a retail er is a merchant. 
I 'm involved in many areas of Ektelon's 
function s-sa les, advertising, mer ­
chandising-what ever it takes to run a 
lit t le company within the overall 
company. I select fabrics and colors , buy 
them, do sales projections , work with 
the advertising people to make sure that 
what they do is consistent with the way 
the merchandis e was styled. I lend my 
services to the sales departm ent to make 
presentations, I make sure there are 
enough goods for the stores that buy 

them and, once that selJs, I make sure 
that their deliveries get advanced . It's 
somet hin g of an all-encompassing job. 
actually . 
R : What 's the secret to designing 
clothes people will buy? 
K : It's the ability to spot trends and to 
be able to translate them into a finished 
produ ct. If I had to pick one thing that 
makes me better at what I do than the 
next guy, I would say that it is that I am 
super observant . Nothing passes my eye 
that doesn' t register as good or bad. 
When I was with Jockey Int ernat iona l, I 
was projecti ng what people would be 
wearing a year in advance . That's not an 
easy talent and you have to have some 
data to do it . 
R : Is that what people in your position 
are expecte d to do all the time? 
K : Oh , absolut ely. Being a successful 
guy, a guy who is respected in the 
mark etplace, is always being with the 
right coloring, the right looks. 
R: Did you pick that up in the New 
York garment district? 
K : Yeah. When I first got in , I just 
needed a job . I got started at $60 a week 
as a posting clerk and there was an 
opening in the merchandising depart ­
ment. I realJy wanted to go into sales, 
but the merchandising departme nt was 
offering an extra $7 a week and I really 
needed it then. Then, as I went along, I 
grew. I listened and I learned and I did all 
the things that nobody else wanted to do. 
In a way, I have a sales job. My product 
isn ' t Ekte lon or clothing or racquets or 
the Ektelon catalog. My product is 
Lenny K and that ' s who I sell. If people 
buy me, if they trust me and feel that I 
know what I'm talking about, they will 
buy what I suggest they buy because they 
have confidence that I won't steer them 
wrong . 
R: Do you always guess right? 
K: Well, so far I'v e had a couple of good 
seasons in a row. It star ted 17 years ago 
and, with any luck , I ' ll be around for 
another 17 . 
R: That sound s like a good bet.• 



/Tl OURNAMENT 

A New Day In Illinois 
THE IRA/RAI CHAMPIONSHIPS ·BY DENNIS DORNER 

Don Constabfe·Ars t Place Mon 's Open. 

The 1979 International Racquetball 
Association/Racqu etball Association of 
Illinois Championships proved to be the 
cata lyst of a new look in Illinois 
racquetball. For the last few years , there 
had been no IRA sta te tournament in 
Illinois. But this year, Ray Mitchell, 
publisher of Racquetball Ev eryone, laid 
the foundat ion for such a tournament by 
crea ting a new state organiz ation, the 
Racq uetb a ll Associat ion o f Illinois 
(RAI) . 

The RAI was formed to provide 
Illinois players with an organization that 
would value the inpu t of its members. 
With suc h a philosop hy, the 
organization quickly became the arm of 
the IRA in Illinois . A lmost imm ediately 
afterwards, Kay Fischer , Ulinois state 
director for the IRA , and Ray Mitchell 
teamed up to estab lish a 197 9 State 
Championship Tournament. 

The tourn ament took place June 21 -
23 at Killshot, Ltd., in Bloomingdale, 
lllinoi s. The club is well-suit ed for 
tournam ent play with glass wails, 15 
courts, a fully stocked bar, coed 

whirlpool , plenty of viewing space and 
complete locker room facilities. The club 
manager, Don Jenkins, and his staff did 
everything they could to help the IRA 
volunteers run the tournament. 

And run it they did . The organization 
of the IRA tournament was superb, as 
times ran an hour ahead throughout the 
event. Credit must go to the exceptional 
sched ulin g and planning of the com­
mittee. 

Needless to say, the tournament was a 
success , and as such, strengthened the 
IRA's presence in Lllinois. It demon ­
strated to the players of that state that 
there is an alternative when it comes to 
addressing their racquetball needs. 

The competition during the tour ­
nament was exciting , hard -fought, 
intens e . What follows is a rundown on 
play in the various divisions. 

Men's Op en 
Don Con stab le opposed Jim Scheyer in 

the Men's final. Constable had shown 
strong determ inat ion and a picture -book 
serve in elimin at ing three ear lier op­
ponents, while Scheyer gained the 

champ ionship round via his ability to get 
to everything and his prowess at firing 
terrific shots off those gets. 

The final was a dramatic, closely 
contested match. And not just when the 
ball was in play. Numerous protests were 
lodged by each competitor. There were 
calls for a new referee , rule books and 
changes of linesmen. But in the end, 
Constable survived the intense struggle 
to take the crown 21-15, 21-16 . Third 
place found Sean Moskwa defeating Ed 
Lindfors. Consolation honors went to 
John Slazas. 

Women's Open 
Judy Sawicki was matched against 

Nancy Kronenfeld in the Women's 
finals. Each had met many times before, 
and the match figured to be close . It was ! 

Game one saw Sawicki getting angry 
with the referee. This apparently kept 
her from playing her best, and she lost 
21 -18. In the second game, Sawicki 
brought her emotions under control and 
concentrated only on playing. She won 
21 -17. 

This set the stage for the most exciting 
finale of the tourn ament, as the 
tiebreaker progressed point by point to 
its logical conclusion, a 14- 14 standoff. 
After a flurry of shots, Sawicki claimed 
the crown with a nice pass and a 15 -14 
score . Lynne Farmer won third over Sue 
Prisching. Lana Engen won the con ­
solation bracket. 

Men's Senior A 
Marshall Waldo and Scott Berry have 

been playing superior racquetball this 
season, and it was only fitting that the 
pair met for the champion ship in Men's 
Senior A competition. Neither player 
had it easy, however, in gaining the 
finals, as all the competitors in this 
division were of excellent quality. 

In the finals, each player pulled off a 
narrow victory in the first two games . 
Waldo won the first 21 -19 , and Berry 
followed with a 21-20 victory. The 
tiebreaker start ed out a close affair, but 
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in the end, Berry seemed to have more 
stamina ... and more shots, winning 15-
5. Jack Moskwa won the consolation 
bracket. 

Men's B 
''I think I entered the wrong class. 

These guys are stars.'' Those were the 
words of Men's B entrant Pat Garrett, 
whose legendary namesake obviously 
had an easier ·time shooting down Billy 
the Kid than this present day Garrett had 
shooting down the other B men. 

Pat was right, though ; the Men's B 
play was very good racquetball. There 
were many time-honored rivalries on the 
line, and each match was a struggle from 
beginning to end. Ed Arias emerged as 
champion with a 21-20, 21-14 victory 
over Dale Eggert. Steve Schneider 
defeated Chuck Kennedy for third, while 
Tom Creal won the consolation honors. 

Men's Senior B 
With almost every match going to ·a 

tiebreaker, Senior B play featured some 
of the closest contests of the tournament. 
Gerald Cudar and Frank Lake both 
survived three -game semifina l matches 
in order to play a three -game affair of 
their own for the finals. 

Cudar took game one 21-13, but Lake 
recovered to win game two 21-11. The 
tiebreaker was exciting, with Lake doing 
some hard -shooting only to have Cudar 
hustle to the ball and turn those near 
roll -outs into points of his own . Cudar 's 
hustlepaidoffwitha 15-6victory. Third 
place was won by Tom Monk. First place 
in the consolation bracket was -won by 
Mike Oester . 

Golden Masters 
In a round robin for.mat, Al Hanke 

defeated Al Shively for the gold. Chuck 
Gudbrandsen took third . 

Junior Boys 
Thr ee divisions of Junior ·Boys were 

played - 13-and-under , 15-and -und er 
and 1 7 -and -under. Scott Brechon 
defeated David Nelson to win the 13-
and -under group. Steve Gaetjens took 
third, and Mark Monj e won the con­
solation . Jack Newman -defeated Erik 
Scheyer to win the 15-and-under 
division . Stuart Gaetjens was third, and 
Mike Anasewicz was victorious -in ·the 
consolation -bracket. In the · 17-and -under 
division, Sean Moskwa rolled to a first 
place win over second place Doug 
Dvorak . Sven Sampson was third. 

The ability of the boys in all three 
classes amazed and then impressed many 
of the spectators . They are good, very 
good, and it won't be too long before 
these players will be dominating the 
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Open and A brackets of tournaments. 
Women's B 

The play m this division can be 
summed up in one word- competitive . 
Each contest was close, as the play and 
styles of all the participants were evenly 
matched. In the end though, this was the 
only bracket in the tournament where 
the top two seeds actually made it to the 
finals. And the re, Mary Precht defeated 
Wava Wolfe 21-17, 21-12 for . the 
championship . 

Third place went to Shirley Gloden, 
who -beat Karen Minsky. First pla'ce in 
the consolation bracket was claimed by 
Karen Marcheschi . 

Men's Master A 
Master play is probably as-much fun to 

watch as the Super Bowl, the final game 
of the World Series or even Marty 
Hogan versus Mike Yellen. Saul San­
doval, a consistent tournament com­
petitor in any bracket, showed his op­
ponents a collection of soft touches, 
perfect pinches , two-wall passes and just 
about everything else on his way to 
winning the championship. Hi s 
opponent in the finals was Dan Day , who 
also showed a great collection of kill 
shots, but his skill was not up to Saul 's ­
for this tournam ent anyway. Chuck 
Martarano won third place honors. 

Men's Master B 
Take a group of racquetball veterans 

and put them into a tournament and the 
result is a flurry of fiercely-fought 
battles . In the three -game final match , 
Dorsey Boult met John Leahey. Boult 
took Leahey in the first -game 21 -10, and 
then dropped game two 15-21. The 
tiebreaker saw Boult get off to a huge 
lead which forced Leahey to press , 
ca using him to make numerous 
mistakes . As a result, Boult won 15-3. 
Gib Kurtz beat Al Solinger for third. 
Consolation was won by Jordan Teplitz. 

Men's C 
.All four seeds in this division were 

gone by the semifinals. In their place 
were Tim Heuel, Richard Planton , Tom 
Joy and Johnny Fabbrioi. Planton 
knocked off Joy 21 -10, 21-11 and Heuel 
got by Fabbrini 15 -13 to make the finals. 

Heuel easily took the championship 
with a 21 -10 , 2 1-18 victory . He utili zed 
a devastating kill shot and a fine arra y of 
passes ·to ·dominate the action from the 
opening gun. In third was John Fabbrini, 
and Richard Engen won the conso lat ion 
bracket. 

Women's C 
The quality of Women's C play was 

outstanding. If one could compare the 
Women ' s C play with that of the C .play 
two years back, he or she would notice 
about 300 per cent improvement. You 
have to be good to play in this class. 

Kathy Tracy was good, as she utilized 
a sensational z-serve and a fine variety of 
power serves in totally mystifying 
Marilyn Fisher 21-3 and 21-19 to earn 
the championship. Third place was won 
by Jan Sarno over Joan Osborne . Betty 
Brennan won the consolation . 

Men's-D 
With 40 players in this bracket one 

wou ld expect a lot of blow-outs , but that 
wasn't the case. So equal in ability were 
the players that almost all the matches 
were cliff-hangers . 

Coming off two particularly hard­
fought matches , Bob Schwartz met up 
with Tom Knox in the finals. In a terrific 
match, Schwartz narrowly beat Knox 
21-20 in game one. Game two was 
almost as close , but the result was the 
same- a Schwartz victory, 21 -18. Mike 
Viola beat Mike O 'Co nn er 21 -12, 21-
13 to take third . Willie Wilson won the 
consolation. 

Women's D 

Exciting racquetball is played at all 
levels. The spirit and talent on display in 
the Women 's D division should have 
proved this fact to all the spectators . 
Lucy Wirth and Judy Lambert matched 
up in the championship round and put on 
a good show with each player exchan ging 
21-13 victories and then battlin g to a 15-
12 conclusion with Lambert on top. In 
third was Nancy Amaro over Debbie 
Jepsen . Mimi Rose won the consolation . 

Novice 

Th e Novi ce divisions were for first­
time tourn ament players only . In the 
Men ' s Novi ce, David Kronenf eld 
dominated the play from his first match 
through his fifth, the championship 
match, which he won over Daryl 
Cooperrider 21 -3, 21 -7. Kron enfeld was 
so good that he allowed only one player 
to score as many as 11 points against him 
in any one game. Ralph Duda beat Mick 
Kraus e for third . Joey LaCognata won 
the conso lation. 

The Women's Novic e class match ed 
up Chris Evon and Chris Jasky in the last 
round . The result was a fine match with 
Jasky taking game one 21-13 and Evon 
taking game two 21- 18 . The tiebreaker 
was close , but Jasky seemed to have 
more composure and pulled to a 15-10 
victory to earn the title. Bonnie Jenkins 
defeated Jan Han sen to win third, and 
Susan Barnes won the consolation. • 
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Sean Mo skwa -First Place Boy 's 1 7-and -un<1er Al Honke ~Flrs t Place Golden Mastors. 

Tun Houal-Flr st Placo M on 's C Bob SchtVlJrfZ·F1rst Place Mon 's D 
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Racquetball ... 
□□ 

Squash ... 
D 

Hundreds of court installations, without a failure, 

mean proven performance. Here 's why! 

The material is premium grade 62-P 
hi-density, h i- pressure laminated court 
panel system . 

Playability is true and cons istent , with 
uniform ball action and sound. 

:~ - Superior quality and long l ife . 
a " )f)J 

Minimal maintenance , never needs 
pa int, cleans w ith soap and water . 

Complete court package designed 
and engineered to fit your needs and 
budget. 

Dimensionally stable, structurally 
sound , non-sw eatin g surface . 

Resists chipping, cracking , scratching 
and marring from racquet contact. 

Call or write for complete details: 

World Courts, Inc. 
554 Main Street, Dept. A 
S. Weymouth, MA 021 90 

Exact ing specifications and full inspec­
tion procedures prior to shipment. 

Faster installations, no downt ime rev­
enue los s. 

Highly trained experts make all insta l­
lations, backed by double guarantee 
from World Courts, the court systems 
specialists . 

Indoor Running Tracks 

D istributor of 
Championship Floors 

Portable or Permanent 
Phone: (61 7) 33 7 -008 2 L-----■----P-ro-du_c_t o-, _ ____, 

Dept. R ~ FIBERESIN 
Industries, Inc. 



WINNIN G POINTS 

BACKHAND FOR 
BEGINNERS 
A GUIDE FOR AMATEUR SWINGERS 
By Mike Yellen 
Mike Yellen, ranked sixth on the pro 
circuit, is a member of Ekt elon 's 
professional player advisory staff. 

Without a doubt , the most difficult 
st roke in racquetball for a beginner to 
master is the backhand. 

In nearly every case, the backhand 
side is a player's weak side, and con ­
sequently, the side that one's opponent 
will usually play to. Even professional 
players have weaker backhands than 
forehands and, for some, it is a real 
Achilles heel. 

In fact , many less experienced players 
try to avoid the backhand altogether. 
When their opponents hit to their 
backhands , they frantically move into 

--. 

I: ----

position for a forehand shot. No one, 
though , will progr ess very far in the 
sport if they persi st in this gambit. 
Developing a backhand is a must for any 
would -be racquetball player. And luckily 
for beginners, there is an easier way to 
execute the backhand stroke than the 
way the top players approach it. 

Most professional players have a 
pendulum-like backhand swing that 
generates the optimum amount of power 
and is practically the mirror image of 
their forehand stroke. If executed 
correct I y, it is the most effective way to 
hit the ball on the backhand s ide. 
Unfortunate ly, there is little margin for 
erro r with this stroke. 

To hit the professiona l backhand, you 
start your swing with your racquet high 

0, 

'---

The beginning of Yellen 's backhand stroke 
for beginners . Note that the height of th e 
racquet is lower that that of the pe ndulum 
back stroke and the stro ke mu ch more 
!eve/. 

In Yellen's beginner 's backhand stroke, the ball can 
be contacted at more points in the swing with less 
chance of error . 

over your head, bringing it down in a 
sweeping arc. The ball must be contacted 
just off the front foot and very close to 
the floor. Too far in front of the foot and 
the ball flies up high on the front wall. 
Too far behind and it digs into the floor. 

It's the kind of stroke that takes a great 
deal of time to develop. II you plan to 
play for money, you will be willing to 
invest the many hours needed to perfect 
this shot. But, for beginners or casua l 
players, I think a somewhat easier stroke 
is in order. 

That' s why, in my clinics, I always 
teach a less difficult variation of the 
pendulum stroke. The key to this shot is 
to shorten the length of the arc of your 
swing and to bring the racquet face 
across your body, instea d of sweeping by 
it. This will reduce the power of your 
stroke, but it also will conserve the 
ene rgy you expend and increase your 
accuracy. These are, I believe, far more 
import ant considerations for the 
beginner or casual .amateur player than 
sheer power. 

To hit this easy-to-master backhand , 
start with your feet pointing directly into 
the sidewall and your knees bent as with 
the pendulum stroke. Bring your racquet 
up behind your head with the face of the 
racquet pointing toward the sidewall and 
the butt of the racquet pointing straight 
down into the floor. Your arm from 

The path of Yellen's beginner backhand 
stroke is more level and the follow-through 
ends closer to the player·s body . 
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stil l using Desenex, you shou ld know 
that Aftat e is better. 
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more effective in killing athlete's foot 
fungus th an the medication in Desenex. 

In fact , doctors recommend the 
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medication in Desenex. 14 to 1. 

Attate is better than Desenex . R~ally 
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Read and follow label directions. 
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Mike Yellen beg ins the pendulum backhand 
stroke Note the pos/11on of the racquet over 
his head and facing the back wall . 

shoulder to elbow should also be pointing 
down into the floor, wh ile your forearm 
should be parall el to the floor. 

In order to hit the pendulum stroke, 
the entire racquet is held above th e head 
with the racque t face pointing toward the 
back wall and th e forearm held straight 
up and down. Ii you try to hold your 
racquet both ways, you will quickly see 
that my method feels much more 
comfortable and causes considerably less 
strain. 

Now, keeping your knees bent, bring 
the racquet face down and around, 
stepping forward with your front foot and 
contacting the ball just off that foot. The 
racqu et face will pass across your body 
just below your waist and shou ld be held 
parallel to the front wall. 

Because your knees are bent, th e 
racqu et will contact the ball much lower 
th an what is normally cons idered "waist 
height." Of course, with the pendulum 
swing, the ball is contacted even lower ­
down aro un d the ankles . 

With my stroke, however, there is less 
chance of digging th e ball or se ndin g it 
high up th e front wall when contact ing 
the ball too soon or too late. Since it is an 
across-t he -body stroke, if you do hit the 
ball wrong, it will ei th er hit th e sidewall 
or a littl e farther over on th e front wall 
toward th e opposite sidewa ll (depending 
on whether you hit the ball too soon or 
too late). Either way, you have a dif­
ferent and probably less effective shot 
than if you had hit th e ball properly. But 

The follow-through of the pendu lum back­
hand stroke is much higher , wider and more 
likely to hit an opponent than Yellen 's begin· 
ner 's back stroke . 

at least your shot is not a total disaster, 
as is inevitably the case when you hit a 
poor pendulum stroke. 

As you drive through the ball, snap 
your wrist, and then maintain a smooth, 
even follow -throu gh. You will notic e 
that your wrist was already "cocked" 
and ready for the snapping motion as a 
result of the way you originally 
positioned your racqu et to hit the shot. 

I find that the best swing for people is 
the sma ll est and most contai n ed. 
T herefore, keep your elbow close to your 
body . You wi ll find that you don't throw 
your arm out of joint as with the wide arc 
of the pendulum swing. You also expend 
less energy, and there is less danger of 
your nailing your oppone nt with your 
follow -through. 

T here are two important points to 
remember when using this stroke. Th e 
first is to keep your knees bent so that 
you will stay low and be able to hit the 
ball lower on the front wall. The other is 
to stay loose and execute with a smooth, 
even stroke so that you will be able to 
keep your racquet face parallel to the 
front wall when you co ntact the ball. 

Als o, don't try to muscle this shot. It 
will only lead to mistak es. At the 
beginning leve l , it is much mor e im­
portant to conce ntrat e on control than 
on power. 

And finally, don't forget to pra ctice. 
T his stroke may not be as hard as th e 
pendu lum stroke, but don't expec t to 
master it on the first try. Work at it.• 
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Aftate 's medicat ion has been tested 
and found to be mo re effec t ive tha n 
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WINNING POINTS 

PRACTICING= 
PART1 
YOU DON,T HAVE TO 
BE BORED TO BE GOOD 
By Charlie Garfinkel 

This is the first of two instru ctional 
articles on practicing . This month, 
Charlie Garfinkel gives some tips for a 
player practicing alone. Next month , he 
will discuss a situation in which two 
players practice toge th er. 

Many tim es I have read about players 
who claim that the y practice various 
shots two to thre e hours at a time . Even 
though this may be true , such a lengthy 
practice could cause damage to muscles 
and tendons. It could also get downright 
boring . 

A good practic e session need last only 
an hour. The following represents a 
practicin g routine that I have developed 
over several years. 

Before hitting your first shot, you 
should do 10 to 15 minutes of stretching 
and calisthenics. Don't begin your 
practice until your body feels loose and 
has broken a slight sweat. 

Now , you're ready to start your 
session. First, hit some balls easily for 
two to thr ee minut es to get the "feel" of 
the court . You may want to hit a littl e 
lon ger if you feel that it is necessary. In 
either case, you will be amazed at how 
fast you will be able to adjust to the 
"play " of the ball and the court . 

Next , begin hitting a shot that will not 
exert a great amount of stress on your 
arm . The ceiling ball is the answer. 

And you don ' t have to hit 500 to 
1,000 shots in a row as man y pros claim 
they do. A hundred ceiling balls, divided 
between the backhand and forehand 
sides, is more than adequate. Because 
you hit a backhand ceiling ball more 
often in a match, you may want to hit 60 
to 75 from the backhand side and the rest 
from the forehand. 

When hitting a ceiling ball, there is no 
right place on the ceiling to aim for. 
Some players tell you to hit as close to 
the crack as possible, while others swear 
that you should aim for the first row of 
lights or some other magical point. In the 
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end , thoug h , you have to decide what 
works for you. 

But how do you decide? Well, you 
practice your ceiling ball until you find a 
spot on the ceiling that enables you to hit 
the ball in such a way that a would -be 
opponent can't return the shot safely 
un less he hits another ceiling ball . 
Depending on the play of the court and 
the liveliness of the ball, this spot could 
be anywhere from 5 inches to 10 feet 

A good practice 
session need last 
only an hour . .. You 
don't have to hit 
500 to 1,000 shots 
,n a row. 

back of the crack . So keep hittin g the ball 
until you find the exact spot th at works 
for you. 

The ceiling ball shots will make your 
body feel free and loose. You shou ld then 
do a drill that will help your front court 
game . I first saw this drill performed in 
St. Louis m 1970 by the National 
Doubles Champion ship team of Mike 
Zeitman and Alan Hyman . 

Both players stood at the service line . 
They started slowly, just hitting the ball 
back and forth to each other. Within a 
minute , they were hitting the ball as 
hard as they cou ld to each other, both 
still at the service line . Amazingly, each 
returned the other's shots. 

Even though I ' m 6'6", I can't cover 
the court with one step either way as has 
been suggested by some of my 
racquetball -playing cohorts. So I do a 
drill that is similar to the one performed 
by Zeitman and Hyman . Standing at the 
serv ice line, I alternate hitting forehands 
and backhands. Starting slowly, I in­
crease the tempo until I am alternately 
hitting the ball as hard as I can off both 
my forehand and backhand sides. 

Even though this drill lasts only five 
minutes , it greatly speeds up your 
reflexes, helping you to hit shots that may 
at first seem impossible to return. You 
will also be amazed at how fast you can 
change your grip during th is drill. 

The next shots that you should 
practice are your kill shots. Standing in 
the back court on one side or the other, 
h it the ball to the front wall. The ball 
shou ld be hit so that it bounces once and 
comes off the back wall. 

Let the ball drop as low as possible, 
preferably well below knee level, before 
you hit it. Your knees should be bent, 
your racquet back and your eyes on the 
ball. You should step forward, swing, 
make contact and finish with a high 
follow-through. 

An important point to rem ember is 
that you should hit almost all of your kill 
shots straight down the line. Att empting 
to hit kill shots crosscourt might result 
in an easy setup for your opponent if you 
don' t put the ball away. 

Also try to take as many kill shots as 
you can on your forehand side . This 
doesn't mean that you shoul d have your 
posterior touching the left sidewall as 
you swing. But you have a much better 
view of where your opponent is if you 
take a forehand shot. When you hit a 
backha nd , you are momentarily turned 
away from your oppone nt. 

After hitting about 50 kill shots, you 
should practice your passing shots . 
Cont inue to give yourself shots off the 
front wall that rebound to the back wall. 

Stand in the same position that you 
used for your forehand kill shot. Aim 
your shot slightly to the left of cente r and 
higher on the front wall. You should hit 
your shot so that the ball will bounce 
twice before hitting the back wall in the 
left corner . Pr actice your backhand 
passing shots in the same mann er , but 
try to have the ball land in the back 
forehand corne r. 

A shot that is becoming more and more 
popular is the sidewall pinch shot. This 
shot is especially effective when you' re 
in front of your opponent, as the ball 
breaks sharply away from him or her. At 
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the same t ime, it is somet imes too risky 
to hit this shot from deep back court. 

You should hit the ball to the front 
wall, let it bou nce and then be prepared 
to hit the ball to the sidewall as close to 
the front wall as you can. Just as with th e 
kill shot, you should at temp t to hit the 
ball as low as possible. The close r you ' re 
standing to the sidewall, the better your 
shot will be. 

M os t sidewall shots should be hit from 
three -quarters court on up . Start with 
your forehand and hit approximately 50 
shots . Do the same with the backhand 
shots. 

Fin ally, reme mber that the beauty of 
this stroke is in how well you disgui se it . 
Always make your swi ng look as if you 
are hitting a st raight kill sho t. 

Ser ving is very important. Because of 
the faster racquetballs in use tod ay, the 
predomin ant se rves are the z-serves and 
drive ser ves . Even though you will use 
the high lob and medium lob serves 
occasionally, I wouldn 't spen d a great 
deal of time practicing them. 

Wh en pract icing th e z-serve you 
should mo ve slightly to the left or right 
of center court in the service area . You 
may find that you '11 have to move a foot 
or so either way to have the serve ef­
fectively land in the deep back cour t. 
When your z-se rve constantly hits two to 
thr ee feet from the back wall, it is time to 
switch to drive serves. 

To hit a drive serve, stand in the 
middle of the court . Thi s will give you 
max.imum court coverage should you r 
opponent re turn your serve . 

You shou ld hi t you r serve so that the 
ball will bounce twice before hitting th e 
back wall . Keep the serves as low as 
possib le. If you find you ' r~ having 
trouble placing the serve, ad1ust your 
position in the service box. 

You may also tr y to hit som e serves 
tha t crack just over th e short line. 
How ever , I find th at this is a dang ero us 
serve, because hi tt ing the crack has a 
great deal of luck involv ed. 

You should usually hit around 35-50 
serves all told . I feel that any mor e th an 
this could cause damag e to your arm. 

Your total practice session has 
probably taken about 40 to 45 minutes. 
Th e last 15 to 20 minut es you should 
practice hittin g shots off the fron t wall or 
a front wa ll -sidewall combination. 
Continue , though, to hit the shots that 
we have discussed. Mix th em up. Keep 
hitt ing th e ball over and over, always 
trying to kill , pinch or pass. Wh en your 
hour is done, you will have had an 
excellent practice session . • 

THE 
WINNING 

LIGIITS 
If you own or are building racquet ball 
or tennis facilities . you know that 
lighting is critical·-and we can help 
We 're Bieber. the specialists in court 
lighting. with an outstanding selec tion 
of fvdur es suited to euer,• need. 

w e ·uegot a hos t of new features 
that keep the winning comi ng. 
Seamless ceiling installation. lntemall~• 
hinged stainless s teel frames for fast 
servicing. No ball deflection. Lenses 
in tempered glass and unbreakable 
plastic. And ou r racquetball fixrures are 
auailable with either Metal Halide or 
Fluo rescent sources. 

Need more informatio n on th e 
winning lights ? Call us o r write 

Bieber Lighting Corp. 
626 S . Isis Av enue 

Inglewood , California 90301 

(213) 776-4744 
Racq uet boll and Ten nis Lighting 

Spffialist~ 

RACOUHBAU 

Aggressive sales 
organizations needed 
nationally for new 
exciting line of Racquet­
ball accessories. 

Respond 
Box WW , 100 Airport 
Executive Park , Spring 
Valley , NY . 10977 . 
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Washington 3 17 897 0950 Wim, ngIon . DE 1 9807 c ' o SunOa;.s Racquc rball Club Israe l 
M1rR ari1m Miss ouri Vlrglnl1 

3452 Argyle T elc phone 7 82 1 7 

c o T cnn ,, World Irie Bob Hardca s tle Sue Graham 
Redd ,nq CA 9600 1 

VENEZUELAN RACQUETBALL 
/ 2 4 5 Vies , Mai g ... alVlayS VI 181 Tra ilsw cst PO Box2 18 INTER COLLEGIATE NAT IONAL ASSOCIATION 
Sea nIe WA 98106 Che slorl .eld . MO 830 1 7 Sler l,ng . VA 2 2 1 70 COMMISSIONER John Diaz 
206 767 44 00 3 1 4 •489 ·3395 (ho m e) Maryland and Dlslrlct of Columb ia Lnrry Liles INDICES A L 
Oregon 3 1 4 -532 -04 84 (Oll ice) John Clemon1s 1 t 52 Longreen Or Att n Spon 0 1v1sk:m 
Dennis Hub el Minnesota 33 1 3 New C oach Ln Memph os TN 38 1 1 7 A partado PosI al 1046 
3562 SE Long SI Tom Sak.i i Bow ,e MD 207 1 6 EUROPEAN RACQUETBALL 

Valencia . Ve nezuela 
Po rtland OR 97202 1 1 65 Beni on Way 301 -249 -6 107 (home) FEDERATION 
Idaho Arden Hills MN 55 1 12 202 -22 5 8 12 9 John Parry 
Huo h Somerton Ohio Pennsylvanla 1 Chem in de la Batie 
M & K Home s o f Idaho Inc J erry Oavas Bernard E Haward 1213 Genev a. Swi tzerlan d 
6225 Fa 1,v,o..., 19713 Sha~cr B~,d RO 1 Bo, 362A 
Bo,sc 10 8370 4 Shake r Ho,ghlS . OH 44 122 Rcedsvt1le PA 1 7084 GUAM RACQUETBALL 

Montan■ 216 -75 1-557 5 7 1 7 -667 -22 09 ASSOCIAT ION 

Gary Nygaard Michigan Wesl Virginia Joe Flores 

FH 2 06 Un ,., o r Mon tana Jack Rezn!Ck Ke V1n Be cko r P 0 . Box 1337 

M ,ssouta MT 5980 1 2"36 Dallon 519 Warv ,o od Ave Aga na Guam96910 

Wyoming Ann Arbo, Ml 481 0 4 Whe el,ng WV 26003 OKINAWA RACQUETBALL ASSOC . 
Byra Kite 3 13 -97 3 9835 304 -2 77 1352 CDR Glenn AUen 
vnae~ v,e,., Arrct:. 304 •232 -6360 COMPHLBGRU One 
Lara m,e 'NV 82070 SOUTHERN REGION FPO San Francisco 96601 
307 742 -63 58 Reg Iona I Commissioner North Carolln• CANADIAN RACQUETBALL 
North 01kot 1 Jim Cullen Tony G10rdano ASSOCIATION 
Craig H ard,no c/o The Court House I 1010 Cam eron Brown Buildmg E:.cecut,vo O,rc c 10, 
14010 y~e 1990 Delk Ind . Blvd . Charto11e. N C 28204 John Ham,Uon 
Grand For~, NO 58201 MorleHa, GA 30080 704 •372 - 1946 333R 1VorRd 
SOUTHWEST REGION 404·256·2120 NORTHEAST REGION Van ier City Onla no 
K■n1■1 TENNESSEE Reglon1I Commiss ioner Canada K 1 L8B9 
Dewayne Gnmo s 

Mtke MJehoVlCh 01nny Giordano 613 -745 •1247 
Sup,eme Court s Wcsi 

4 6 33 Trou sdale Or 122 Enl. Road EUROPEAN RACQUETBALL 
3725 We s, 131h SI Nashv,ne. TN 37204 Bedford, MA 01730 ASSOCIATION 
w, c hola. KS 87203 617•881 ·3212 (oHlce) Pre5'd cn t. Hal Lelller 

Colorado 
E11tern Tennessee 617•274 -0570 (home) S,egen er St rasse 48 

Ron McCaM 
Emde Caligrian i New Jersey 6230 FraMlurt 80 

22 55 S Ch erokee 
1 831 No Hdls Blvd 

P~IeTalbol We s I Gorma,ny 

Denver . CO 80223 
Knoxv,le, TN 37917 c / o Yog i Betta's Hal or Fame SPANISH RACQUETBALL 
615 -974 -5 111 333 Golh<: Plaza ASSOCIATION 

New Medco Western Tennessee Al 46 Wesl Lisa V1ncen1 
Cl oy Ch,ld S Pete r S inger Fa.rlield . NJ 07006 Box 1284 
1 1 15 Thll d SlreeL N W 7270 Stamlo,d FPONV09539 
Albuquerque . NM 8 7 1 02 Germanlown . TN 38 1 38 

201-227 -4000 

505 -242 -28 1 6 (oll oce) 
9 1 1 1 lndQn SchOol N E API J 
Alb uq ucrou e NM87110(h ome) 
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RACQUETBALL welcomes all tournaments to report their 
results. Please list all rounds of each event. Scorecard will 
report as many rounds of each tournament as space allows. 

For reasons of space and clarity, tour ­
nament results submitted for listing in 
"Scorecard" should be arranged as shown 
in the example below. Entries using this 
format stand a bel"ler chance of being in ­
cluded in the "Scorec ard " section. 

Men's Open: 
Semifinals : John Smith over Peter Smith 

21-7, 21-15; John Doe over Peter Doe 21-20, 
21-13. 

Finals: John Smith ov er John Doe 21-20, 
13-21, 21- 16. 

Glonn Allon, Olonawa Opon RacQuerba/1 Champion · "Top 
Racqu etballor on the Rock. " 

OKINAWA RACQUETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Makiminato Gym 
Okinawa, Japan 

Located about -400 mil es east of the Asian 
mainland in the South China Sea, the tropical 
island of Okinawa would seem to be an 
unlikely location for extensive racquetball 
activity. Don ' t believe it; racquetball Is 
flourishing among the 40,000 military men, 
women and dependents who call "The Rock" 
their home. With over 30 courts scattered 
around various Navy, Air Force and Marine 
Corps bases on Okinawa, racquetball fever 
has struck Americans on the island resulting 
in the largest concentration of players, 
facilities and organized tournaments in a 
foreign country anywhere in the world except 
Canada . 

"The Rock ," as Okinawa is fondly referred 
to, is an island only 65 miles long and 2 to 17 
miles wide with an annual 82-inch average 
rainfall and high year -round temperatures. 
These somewhat unfavorable climatic 
conditions have resulted In courts un iquely 
constructed for the is land . In addition to the 
15 standard 20 feet x 40 feet x 20 feet indoor 
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co urts, Okinawa racquetballers also utilize 
outdoor four -wall courts with wire mesh 
ceilings, three -wall outdoor courts and even 
so m e one -walled cou rt s captured from the 
declining Okinawa tennis population . The end 
result has been that racquetball has become 
one of the most popular and fastest grow ing 
sports on the island . 

On Okinawa virtually all in terservlce 
racquetball clinics and tournaments are 
planned and conducted by th e Okinawa 
Racquetball Association (ORA), which has a 
membership of over 100 players and 
sup porters . The most recent tournament was 
the island-wide, Okinawa Racquetball 
Championsh i ps wh ich took place al the 
Makiminato gym . Over 100 player s competed 
in the tournament, which culm ina ted w it h the 
crowning of new island -wid e champions In all 
divisions . Ov erall, U .S. Navy m en and 
women easily dominated most d ivisio ns and 
took top honors i n th e tournamen t. 

In th e prestigious Men's Open finals , Navy 
Commander G le nn Allen from the staff of 
Commander Amph i b ious Group One 
assumed the title of " top racquetballer on the 
Rock" by edg i ng defending champion 
Lieutenant Commander Kent Allison, 
another Navy man from Patrol W ing One , i n 
an intensive two -hour match 21· 17, 18·21, 11·4. 
En route to the fina ls, second -seeded Allen 
defeated local USO director Bob Parede s 21· 
12, 21· 17, while top -seeded Allison defeated 
Ken Hines from Tori Station 21-13, 21· 16. In 
Men's Open consolation (a co nso lation 
tournament was conducted for first round 
lo sers in all events to ensure all partic ipants 
played at least two matches), Lt. Col. Jim 
Hayes (USMC) from Camp Foster defeated 
Army man David Yarde 21· 13, 21· 10. 

Susan Widhalm and Geneva Allen, Flnallsts In Women 's Open 
Division Momo,Jal Day Tournament F,nals won by Widhalm. 

Long rallies and strong backhand shots 
were commonplace in the Women's Open 
finals, as Navy nurse Susan Widhalm from 
the Navy Regional Medical Center defeated 
Geneva Allen, a Navy wife , 21-4, 21·6. In the 
semifinals Allen defeated Air Force wife 
Jenny Webinger 21-3, 21-7, while Widhalm 

bested Sharon Guardino from Kadena Air 
Forc e Ba se 21·19, 21-1. 

Men 's Open Double s competition featur ed 
several long and closely contested matche s 
with several teams possess ing the ski ll and 
teamwork to go all the way . Howev er, when 
the frequ ent kill shots , ace serves and long 
ral lies were completed , the to -seeded Navy 
team of Glenn Allen and Bob Par edes cap ­
tured th e Okinawa doubl es ra cqu etball 
championsh ip by defeating the Mar ine Corps 
team of Dav id Hi cks on and Jim Man ess 17·21, 
21· 15, 11·4 In a very close match . Semifinal s 
act io n featured Paredes / Allen besting 
another USMC team consisting of Tom Pugh 
and Marc Ph i llip s 21 ·9, 21-11, wh ile 
H ickson / Maness easily overcame Les 
Park er and Jim Te ssman 21·6, 21·3. Th e 
Double s conso lation t i tle was c:aptured by 
William Thoma s ( U .S. Army from Naha) and 
his partn er Jack Dougherty , w ho defeat ed 
the team of Gordy Votruba and Ed Pric e 21· 
10, 21-16. 

Th e Men's Int ermediate divis ion attract ed 
the large st numb er of entries and re sulted in 
some of th e close st mat c hes . In fact , the f in al 
Men 's Int e rm edia te match was decided in 
th e third gam e by one po int when Ed Jone s, a 
Marine fr om Camp Butler, edg ed Jam es 
Womack from To r i Station 21·20, 16·21, l l-10 . 
En route to the finals Womack defeat ed Doug 
Bry ce, a Mak i m i nato Mar i ne 21-12, 21·17 in 
one semifina l match , whi le Jone s edged 
Marion Brown , an 18-year -o ld Air For ce 
dependenl, 21 -8, 11·2 1, 11·6. The Men 's 
lnlermediate con so lat ion title was won by 
Ralph Poll ey of the USMC who defeat ed 
Michael MIiier of Kadena Ai r For ce Base . 

T he M en's Nov ice division fea tu red a 
var iety of inex per ie nced, beginner -class 
pl ayers . In cl ud ed in th is group was 12-year ­
old Craig Allen , th e youngest play er in the 
tourn ament, who did w e ll in the ea rly round s 
of p lay, and several young servicemen who 
had only been pla y ing a few weeks pr ior to 
enlerlng the competition . The Novice 1st 
plac e trophy was won by anoth er Navy man, 
Cha r les Je ff ers on of the Navy Reg iona l 
Medical Center , who defeated Jame s Ervin , 
th e USMC dire c tor of the Makiminato gy m, 
in an extremely hard -fought match 21-12, 15· 
21, 11-10. Both finalists had variou s op ­
portun ities to w i n th e match in th e tie ­
breaking th i rd game as the score was tied for 
several se rves al 10 to 10, before Je fferson 
fina ll y pr eva il ed in the two -hour match . Th e 
semifinals of th e Men's No vice division saw 
Jeff e rson defeating leatherneck Sieve 
RemelL 21·5, 21· 17, while Erv in best ed Doug 
McConn e ly from Kadena Air Forc e Ba se 12· 
21, 21· 18, 11-8. In Novic e consolation com ­
petition , Cardea defeated Volruba . 

Th e Okinawa Racquetball Champ ionsh ips 
wer e plann ed and directed by Bob Parede s of 
the Kadena USO who coordinated entries and 
acted as floor manager during the tour · 
namenl . The tournament wa s sponsor ed by 
the Okinawa Ra cquetball A ssoc iati on, which 
col lec led no entry fees and pr ovi ded trophi es, 
Voit balls and tow els for all part ici pant s. The 
ORA is currently plann ing a " m emb er s 
only" summer round rob i n racquetball 
tournament , a racqu e tball maralhon, in­
structional clinics, implem ent ation of an 
island-wide racquetball challenge board and, 
in the fall , an all -Okinawa weekend 
tourn ament. 

4TH ANNUAL WILMINGTON YMCA 
OPEN RACQUETBALL TOURNAMENT 

Wilmington YMCA 
Wilmington, North Carolina 

Open Division: Quarterfinals : Bail ey over 



Monfre 21-4, 21-0; Peters over Purser 21-10, 
21·7; Wickham over Miller 21·9, 21-19; 
Harmon over Tillery 11·21, 21-12, 11-10. 

Semif ina ls : Bailey over Peters 21·3, 21-18; 
Harmon over Wic k ham 12-21, 21 19, 11·4. 

Finals : Bailey ove r Harmon 21-17, 21-20. 
3rd : Wi ckha m ov er Peters 31-16. 
Seniors Division : Quarterfinals: Acosta over 

Hellsten 21-4, 21-13; Sharpe over Fr esh ­
water 21· 13, 21-19; Wyman over Ho wa rd 6-
21, 21·10, 11-7; DeRossett over Gor son 21· 17, 
21·9. 

Semifinal s: Acosta ove r Sharpe 21·6, 21·8; 
Wyman over DeRo sse t1 21·15, 21·8. 

F i nals : Acosta over Wyman 21·10, 20·21, 11·1. 
3rd : Sharpe over DeRosset1 31·17. 

2nd ANNUAL RBMMH INVITATIONAL 
RACQUETBALL TOURNAMENT 

Courts Royal North 
Rockville , Maryland 

Men' s A : Nathan Mills over Neal M aresca ; 
3rd , Bruce Avery . 

Men' s B : Dick Shi pman over Bob Fritz ; 3rd, 
Rick J aco bs. 

Women's Open : Lisa Gold over Sandy 
Stankey . 

Juniors [coed): John W are, J r . ov er Lisa 
Gold . 

7th DAFFY OPEN 
Family Fitn ess Cent er 
Tacoma , Washington 

M en's Open Singles: 1st, Wendell Talaber ; 
2nd , Charlie Carosella ; 3rd, Les Gee ; 
cons ., Doug Talaber . 

M en's B Singles: 1st, Larry Roehr ; 2nd, Dave 
Mathe son; 3rd, Ken Fox ; cons ., Jeff 
Bannerman . 

M en' s C Singles: 1st, Mi ke Leigh; 2nd , J im 
Wilson; 3rd, Tom Ferguso n ; cons., Ed 
Connolly , 

M en's Novic e : 1st , Brad Drukten is; 2nd, 
Gene Ko lezynskl ; 3rd, Robbi e Katz ; cons ., 
Alan Dennison . 

M en's Senior Singles : 1st, Steve Katz ; 2nd , 
Doug Moore ; 3rd, Sid William s; cons ., Dan 
Bueh ler . 

Men's Masters Singles : 1st, Tom Graham ; 
2nd , Tevie Smith; 3rd, Russ Bertrand ; 
cons ., Frank Shineman . 

M en's Op en Doubl es : 1st, Les Gee-Doug 
Ta lab er; 2nd , Dave Kleier -W en dell 
Talaber ; 3rd, Rhett Kirk ·Mike Smith ; 
co ns., Rob Morley -Cliff Gibbons . 

M en's BC Doubl es: 1st, Jeff Swartz -Don 
Owens; 2nd, Tevie Smit h-M ike Smit h ; 3rd , 
Jim J ul ich ·Paul Thackara ; cons ., Wayn e 
Sageman · Tom Fe r guson. 

Wom en 's Intermediat e: 1st , Medrl ce 
Coluccio ; 2nd , Yvonne Ca lav an; 3rd, 
Diann e Kijowski ; cons ., Jea n Dens en . 

Wom en's No vice: 1st , Liz Trepanier ; 2nd , 
Caro l Davis ; 3rd , Cindi Munt ; cons ., 
Sherr y Berglund . 

Wom en's Doubl es : 1st, Ann Leuken ·Wanda 
Scha ff ; 2nd, M ed r ice Coluccio -Yvonne 
Ca lavan ; 3rd , Sand i McDonald -D ia nne 
Kijowski ; cons ., Mary Ellen Stewart -Jean 
Den sen . 

SPAULDING RACQUETBALL 
MID -STATES OP E N 

SI . Loui s, Mi ssour i 

Men's Op en : 1st, Denn is M cDowe ll (Cour t · 
si de 111); 2nd, Doug Cohen (J CCA); 3rd, 
Ken Wong (St . Loui s) ; 1st cons ., Dan Cohen 
(JCCA) . 

Men's B: 1st, Jeff M cDowe ll (Cour tslde I ll) ; 
2nd, Neil Smith (JCCAJ ; 3rd , Corn ie Bibb 

Suddenly it looks like 
evei yone is running. 

Why don't you join them? 
For more 1nformat1on. wnte 

Fitness 
Washington . D.C. 20201 

The President's Council • 
on Physical Fitness and Sporls 

BUILT BY THE PROS 
PORTHE PROS 

Dr. Bud Mueh leisen is 
recognized as one of the most 
knowledgeable personalities in 
the racquetball fie ld . He is also 

the Pres ident of M-M Court 
Systems, the manufacturers of 

first-rate facilities for racquetball. 
The M-M team has introduced many innov at ions in design and 

cons tru ct ion th at match the specif ic needs of professional players . For 
exam ple , we have pi oneered and perfected precision-f it M- M panels that 
ca n be attach ed to concr ete, masonry or steel stud systems. The smooth, 
so lid, play ing su rf ace provides a co nsis tent ball bounce and exce llent 
p laya bili ty. M- M also leads the industry in acoustical sound deaden ing 
techniques. 

Another important feature is that the interior walls of ou r court 
systems are non-load bear ing , allowing easy convertibility of the 
building . This ease of convertibil ity make s f inancing an easier task . 

Und er the guidance of Dr . Bud, our competent personnel will provide 
you total professional assistan ce w ith your plans, installation and 
opera ti on. 

M-M Court Systems are aesthe t ically pleasing, durable, easy to 
main tain and second to non e in quality. 

Thoughtfully built by th e pros, for the pros . 
Ca ll or w ri te M- M Court Sys tems. 

M-M Court Systems, Inc. 
2340 Tampa Avenue, Suite E 
El Cajon. CA 92020 (7 14) 697-1344 
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FOR SALE 
Racquetball 
Court Club 

8 courts with full amentities in Southeast. 
Well established , profitable club with excel­
lent potential. Extra expansion land . Prin ­
cipals Only . Reply : 

R.M. Service 
P.O. Box 16566 

Memphis, Tn. 38116 
(All replys held In confidence.) 

Wanted : Editorial assistant for Racquet­
ball magazine . Joumallsm degree or 
equivalent experience required . Duties 
include writing, editing and proof ing copy, 
plus other duties as assigned . Must be 
able to work In small office surroundings. 
Send resume and writing samples to 
Racquetball, P. 0. Box 16566 , Memphis , 
TN.38116. 

Turn in a winning performance 
in a winning performer! 

THE GRiD S'PORTER 
GR iD'S S 'PORTER is a winning per ­

former , provid ing you with the maxi mum 
support you need and the lightwe ight com­
fo rt you want in a sport supporter brief. The 
GRiD S"PORTER feels great - lets you move 
freely. You m igh t just forget you're wear ing 
the S 'PORTER because the S 'PORTER has 
ample seat room and lon g stretch leg open ­
ings - no more of the chafing and binding 
that' s common lo regular style athletic sup­
port e rs. The S'PORTER delivers real comfort . 

The S 'PORTER is the ideal su ppor ter 
for all your favorite sports like racquetball, 
handball , volleyball , j oggi ng , tennis and 

golf . And don 't forget GR iD 's S ' PORTER 
PLU S - the sport supporter brief w ith the 
spec ia l added pocket to ho ld a cup pro ­
te c tor . T he S 'PORTER PLUS g ive s add ed 
protection for contact sports like ho ck ey 
and baseball . So turn i n a w inn ing per­
for mance i n a winning perform er - GRiD's 
S'PORTER or S 'PORTER PLUS! 

S'PORTER and S'PORTER PLUS are 
available at your local spor1Ing goods store. 
For more Information write: GRID SPORTS , 
5849 Mariemont Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 
45227. 

GRiD~ SPORTS 
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(Sp ort s Courts , NE) ; 1st cons., Paul 
Demsko (St . Louis -Concord) . 

Men 's D: 1st, Richard Suriani (SRC West ­
port) ; 2nd, Kelly Morgan (Ml . Vernon, 
IL) ; 3rd, William Atherton (Racquetball 
West) ; 1st cons ., Jeff Ben nett (Court Club , 
IL) . 

Men's A : 1st, Rich Montoya (A llendale) ; 2nd, 
Terry Huggans (Wi lson) 3rd, Rich Russell 
(Jefferson, KY) ; 1st cons ., Gary Mills 
(Spauld ing, AR) . 

M en's C: 1st, Mi ke Nob is (Qu incy, IL); 2nd, 
David Valinetz (JCCA , IN ); 3rd, Larry 
Simonson (Court House , MN) ; 1st cons ., 
Randy Blackwell (Blue Ridge , SRC). 

Men's Novice: 1st, Mark Dow llng ( Bell ev i ll e, 
I L) ; 2nd , Bill Purington (We stpor t & 
Haz .) ; 3r d, Tim Timmons (His & Hers, St. 
L .) ; 1st cons ., Dan Clinkenbeard (SRC · 
Columbia ) . 

Men's Masters : 1st, Ke n Retzer (Alton, IL) ; 
2nd, Dan Dav ey (Alton, IL) ; 3rd, Max 
Scharf (JCCA) ; 1st cons., J i m Mye rs 
(JCCA) . 

Women's Open : 1st, Pam Prina (Peoria, IL) ; 
2nd , Linda Hogan (JCCA); 3rd, Mary Dee 
(Town & Country) ; 1st cons., Del Lorella 
(St . Louis -Con cord) . 

Women's A : 1st , Gall Burden (Su prem e 
Court West) ; 2nd , Nancy Snarr ( Courts ide, 
IL ) ; 3rd, Paula Mo ra b it o (Courts lde Ill) ; 
1st cons ., Donna Frederick (Supreme Ct . 
West) . 

Women's B: 1st, N ancy Bindbeutel (S RC· 
Columbia) ; 2nd, Laura Doak (Ames , IA) ; 
3rd, Margaret Laster (Mt . Vernon , IL); 1st 
cons ., Betty F isher (Omaha , NE) . 

Women 's C: 1st , Kathy Pogue (His & Her s) ; 
2nd, Jea n Herr in (Cou rt side, I LJ 3rd, Dee 
Ann Koontz ( Bellevill e, IL) 1st cons ., 
Tammy woods (SRC -Concord) . 

Women's D : 1st , Ki m Aydt (Mt . Vernon , I L) ; 
2nd, Cathy Conn elly (SRC ·Glad st one) ; 3rd, 
Anne We i ngold (SRC · Gladstone) ; 1st 
cons., Joyce Ann ett (Courts lde 111 ) . 

Women's Novice : 1st, Nancy Harrison (S RC· 
Manchester) ; 2nd, Donna Dorynek 
(Courts ide, IL) 3rd, Grace Gratchn er 
(Courtside I ll ) ; 1st cons., Dor is Duncan 
( Dors ett -St . L.). • 

Hand-Crafted 

RACQUETBALL 

Clock 
1/ 

• Idea l gift! , ,f$-
• Unique trophy!, ~ 
• Dec orator -

styled for • Name-brand 
home, den racquet ! 
or office! • Guaranteed , 

high-quality 
clock! 

Now availabl e in 

Black - Red - Orange - Yellow - Green 

ONLY s29 95 (Plus S2 shipping 
& handling/ 

(Colorado reslden1s add 3% sales tax .) 

ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

Rocky Mountain Rackets 
P.O. Box 739, Loveland, CO 80537 



~ 

C• .. •· •· 
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Why has Nautilus become the most sought after training equipment? 
Be~ause Nautilus is the first logical approach to exercise; the only type of exercise based on a 
solid foundation of facts , undeniable laws of phys ics , and established principles of physiology. 

SPORTS/MEDICAL INDUSTRIES 
p .a .Box 1783 Deland , Flo rida 32720 Telephon e (904) 228-2884 



I've got a ba ckhand that'll trip you up, 
a ceiling bal l that'll wear you down, 
and a racguet that 'll win 19u over ... 
the new Jennifer-.. _ rding™ from Ektelon. 

::..---. 

Ektelon's new Jennifer . 
Harding racquet is designed · 
to fit a woman's hand .. . and 
her game. 

It's 25 grams lighter and 
½ inch shorter than our 
smallest men's racquet, 
so it swings faster and 
maneuvers easier. There are 
four handle sizes to choose 
from, including Extra Small 
and the new Super Small 
(3 11/iG"). 

As in all Ektelon racquet 
the aluminum frame extend 
to the end of the handle for 
strength an d is tapered for 
lightness and better balance. 

The Jennifer Harding 
carries a two -year racquet 
frame and ninety -day string 
warran ty. 

Th e Jenni fer Harding ... 
only for women, only from 
Ektelo n . 

Je n 
'l NR 

Ch a 
1976 oub es 
Champ ion . Me mber Ekte lon 
Pro fess iona l Advi sory Staff . 

E,VELl)i( 
The Most Recommended 
Racquet in Racquetball:i' 

All Ek telon racque ts 
are man ufac tu red in 
San Diego, CA. 
Je nntlor Harding 1s o. tradomc1rk 
of Ektolon. San Diogo, CA. 
• Re 5oarch results 11vi:ula ble 
from Ekto lon 




