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This new space-age technology has allowed HEAD to design the most solid hitting racquets ever! 

MicroGEL is a revolutionary silicone-based material that can support up to 4,000 times its own 

weight; this low density material is injected between the graphite layers throughout the entire 

frame, Upon ball impact HEAD MicroGEL compresses, absorbing and dispersing the impact to the 

entire frame, then returns quickly to its original shape. This creates incredible performance with 

ROCK SOLID POWER! 
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USA Racquetball (USAR) is the National 
Governing Body for the sport of 

racquetball, recognized by the US Olympic 
Committee and is committed to excellence 

and service to our members. We provide 

opportunities for members and enthusiasts to 

actively participate in the sport , through 
sanctioning of events, administration of 

programs and development of competitive 

teams. 

To provid e racquetball op portuniti es in the 
sport of racquetba ll for all levels of 
participation th rough : 

Objectives: 
MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT - USAR values its 

members and will strive to provide the best 

possible member services at all levels. 

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT - USAR believes 

that racquetball is a lifetime endeavor· and 
the benefits of health, recreation, and 

competition should be available to 

everyone. USAR will strive to expand its 

membership in order to share these benefits 

with as many players and supporters as 
possible. 

PROMOTION OF THE SPORT - 111 order to 

sustain a strong player base USAR will 

promote the numerous benefits of 

participation through mc1ss mc1rketing 
efforts. 

COMPETITIVE SUCCESS - USAR strives to 

maintain America's position as the numbH 

one racquetball nation 1n the wodd. Success 
at the elite levels has a positive influence on 

every other facet of our sport. 

SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS - USAR values 
its relationship with sponsors and will 

continue to maximize benefits and 

exposure. 
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By James Hiser, Ph.D. 
USAR Exec uti ve Director 

Got a great racquetball 
story or an idea for an 
article? Send it to us. 

USA Racquetball 
1685 West Uintah 
Colorado Springs, CO 
80904-2906 
(719) 635-5396 

A Winning Season 

BEGINS 
The season has begun and the prospects look great for one of 

the most successful racquetball seasons in many years. Let's take 

a look at some of the signs that indicate such a successful year ... 

Sponsorships 
Motoro la and Verizon continu e to sup port 

professional racquetball and initial observations 
indicate they intend to continu e and increase 
their involvement . Th e involvement of outside 
sport comp anies such as Motoro la and Choice 
H otels imp rove the possibilities of attr acting 
additi onal out side sponsors. 

USA Racqu etball has signed a contr act with 
Sports City, a sports marketing comp any th at 
will represent USA Racqu etball to over 150 
possible clients for various types of sponsorships 
and partnerships. 

TV Exposure 
D ave Neg rete, supported and assisted by 

Dan Aderhold from Motoro la, has received a 
positive response from ESPN to once again 
includ e racqu etball as part of their sport s 
portfolio. Initi al conversations indi cate the 

related sports each day. Cove rage will continu e 
on the Tenni s Channel as in previous years. 

New Portable Court 
Th e new four- wall glass portable court , once 

only a dr eam of Leo Klirn aitis, Dave Neg rete 
and Pat Taylor, is now a reality. Th e new court 
will debut in Chicago at the IRT Pro Na tionals 
next April and will impro ve opportuniti es for 
television coverage and sponsor involvement. 
Th e new court also provides distin ct possibilities 
for futur e event exposure outside traditi onal 
racquetball venues -- within shoppin g malls and 
financial distr icts, for exampl e. 

Redirected and Cooperative Leadership 
For the first time in recent memory, 

associations are commi tted to workin g together 
and moving the sport to the next level. Th e IRT , 
WPR O, N MRA, W S/MRA, W O R and USA 

USA RACQUETBALL HAS ALSO SIGNED AN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED STATES 
OLYMPIC COMMITTEE TO PRODUCE AND 
TELEVISE DESIGNATED NATIONAL EVENTS 
ON ITS NEW OLYMPIC STATION. 

possibility of additi onal player exposure on 
SportsCenter and Mike and Mike in the 
Mornin g. 

USA Racqu etball has also signed an 
ag reement with the U nited States Olympic 
Committ ee to produce and televise designated 
national events on its new Olympi c station. Th e 
new station will be similar to the tenni s and golf 
channel s and will televise 24 hour s of Olympi cs-

Racquetball are continu ally workin g together to 
support each other and prom ote the sport . 

Of cour se there are other indicators of 
positive movement , such as thr ee grand slam 
events, acceptance of racqu etball as a Pan Arn 
Sport and signing of pro players by "outside the 
sport agencies." 

All the above accomp lishm ent s indicate a 
very exciting season ahead for the sport. 
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No Better Time to Get 
Involved in Racquetball 

With the upcoming season getting started, it's 
a great time to get involved in racquetb all. If 
you've been thinking of getting involved in some 
type of volunteer work that is both fun and 
rewarding, I ask you to consider volunteering to 
work in some area of racquetball. Almost all 
areas are staffed and run by players just like you 
who love racquetball and want to give back to 
our sport. 

These areas range from Junior s to Masters 
and everywhere in between . 
There are so many 

in racquetball. Try going around to the local 
clubs and talking to ladies who are currently 
playing and try to get them involved in a round­
robin bracket in an upcoming tourn ame nt. I 
know some peop le who have recently started a 
women's night out that includes both racquetball 
and food one evening a week. If your area or 
local club doesn't offer tournam ent s, start with a 
ladder to get people involved and then follow up 
with a small tournament. Your state association 

can provide more 
information. Additionally, go 

possibilities that it's hard to 
list them all, but I'll give it a 
quick try. Ongoing events 
are a good starting point. 
Local tournaments require 
planning weeks in advance as 
well as volunteers to work 
the front desk and many 
other jobs during the 
tournament. These 
tournaments take a lot of 
hours and energy and there's 
always a need for more 
volunteer s to help out. 
There are over 500 
sanctioned tournaments 
countrywide, so take your 
pick and get involved! 

IF WE ALL 
MAKE THE 
EFFORT TO 

GIVE BACK TO 
OUR PASSION 
AS BOB DID, 

OUR OWN 
LIVES, THE 

to our website -­
USARacq uetball.com -- and 
let us know who you are and 
what you'd like to do. We 
will do whatever we can to 
assist you! 

Volunteer work does take 
time and commitment. One 
special volunte er has recently 
passed away -- Mr. Bob 
Fennell of Houston, Texas. 
He will long be remembe red 
for his generous contributions 
of time and monetary suppo rt 
to many organi zations on 
virtua lly all levels of the 
racquetball world. (Bob's 
history of volunt eeri ng 
actua lly started during his 
career in the Navy. He was a 
submarine man, which means 
he volunteered for this duty 
during his tour in the service.) 
If we all make the effort to 
give back to our passion as 
Bob did, our own lives, the 
lives of others, and our fine 
sport will be all the more 
enjoyab le. We will miss Bob 

LIVES OF 
Developing new areas of 

racquetball can be fun and 
rewarding. You, too, can 
start a high school or college 
team! This can begin with 
simply getting several 
beginner players together 
afte r school at a local club 
and working with them on a 
small scale. You'll be 
surp rised at how quickly 
word gets around; more kids 

OTHERS, AND 
OUR FINE 

SPORT WILL 
BE ALL THE 

MORE 
ENJOYABLE. 

will get involved. How 
about selecting an annu al local tournament and 
making it your mission to get a juniors bracket 
included by recruiting kids and organizing that 
part of the tournament? During the summer is a 
great time to get the kids involved in racquetball 
since they have more free time and courts are 
usually not as crowded. 

We are hoping to get more women involved 

Fennell for years to come. 
(Note: Fo r more about Bob, 

please go to the NMRA page in this issue.) 
A few words of thanks are not nearly enough 

to recognize all the wonderfu l people currently 
volunteering their time - we are truly blessed. 
Without your effort s, our association , indeed our 
sport, could not exist. Thanks ... we couldn't do 
it without you! 

By Randy Stafford , 
USAR Board President 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------
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2007 Donations 
Elite Level $1,000 Plus 
Bruce Adams 
Dennis Rosenberg 
Doug Ganim 
Dr. Fred Heros 
Geoff Peters 
Houston Racquetball 

Association 
Jim Hiser 
Joe Lee 
John Ellis 
Kit Lawson 
Mike Lippitt 
Randy Stafford 
Sal Perconti 
Texas Racquetball 

Association 

A Level $500 Plus 
Aaron Krebs 
Amos Rosenbloom 
Annie Muniz 
Chris Knight 
Fran Davis 
Jan Stelma 
Jeff Elder 
Jeffrey Zegna 
Larry Rowland 
Leslie Montgomery 
Lewis Forrest 
Mary Fish 
National Masters Racquetball 

Association 
North Carolina Racquetball 

Association 
Stanley Mandel 

B Level $250 Plus 
Bill George 
Illinois State Racquetball 

Association 
Jim Scott 
Nidia Funes 
Terry Rogers 
Victor Flores 

C Level - $100 Plus 
Antonio Pineros 
California Management 

Services, Inc. 
Charles Joyce Ill 
Christy Cramer 
Col. Ben Marshall 
Craig Beardsley 
Delaware State Racquetball 

Association 
Erin Zubia 
Ernie Lehman 
Gray Norris 
Greg Meyer 
James Saba 
Jim Durham 
Jim Easterling 

Jim Garner 
Joe Donovan 
Joe Houck 
John Vohland 
Johnnie Boyd, Jr. 
Joseph Leech 
Karl Reuther 
Ken Fife 
Kevin and Lisa Newsome 
Larry Rodriguez 
Lola Markus 
Lucinda Jirik 
Lynn Stephens 
Mary and Eddie Meredith 
Michael O'Donoghue 
Nidia Funes 
Richard Goldblatt 
Robert Hughes 
Robert McAdam 
Tanya Northcutt 
Terry Ann Rogers 
Theodore Tagalakis 
Whallen Fong 
Women's Senior/Masters 

Racquetball Association 

D Level - $50 plus 
Ali Paksoy, Jr. 
Barry Clyde 
Blake Manning 
Craig Beardsley 
Cynthia Huge 
Dan Greene 
Denis McConway 
Denny Vincent 
Don Checots 
Ed Remen 
Keith Vogel 
Lance Gilliam 
Michael Hammel 
Parris Geiser 
Paul Nicotra 
Pearl Torres 
Sandy Buckley 
Stanley Sessler Ill 
Traci Manuel 
Tyler Lanman 
William Rubenstein 

In the Game - Under $50 
Aaron Vederoff 
Anthony Smith 
Arthur Murphy 
Beatriz Bowen 
Bill Walters 
Bob Hammond 
Bobby Jacobs 
Brenda Lee 
Brian Suchite 
Carol Martin 
Charles Douglass 
Charles Hayden 
Charles Kaiser 
Christie Singleton 
Claudine Northwood 



., 

Clay Otto John Naphan Ollie Matthews 
Colleen Keating Jon Panno Patricia Baldrick 
Cory Arriaga Jonathan Denton Paula Coley 
Craig Lettofsky Jorge Neves Peter Harvey 
Dan Dietrich Joseph Aguglia Rich Aal 
David Ellis Juancario Rendon 

Richard David Flickinger Kathleen Trotter 
David Manzey Keith Fisher Bergstrom Ill 

David Ragsdale Kelly Messer Richard Sledzik 
David Schmidt Kelly Werner Rick Betts 
David Strawn Ken Whitcomb Ricky Henninger, 
Dean Kaplan Kenneth Brand Sr. 
Deborah Katcef Kenneth Robert Bailey 
Denis McConway Brummel-Smith Robert Hutkins 
Dennis Misal Kenneth Carone 

Robert Parrigan 
Denny Vincent Kevin Martineau 
Donald L. Guggia Kevin Moncrief Robert Sutherland 

Donald Scales Larry Steiner Roy Berry 

Doug Perry Laverne Sal Perconti 
Drew McPheeters Gencarella Sandy Buckley 
Eric Gundersen Lawshe' Ballard Satoka Mizuno 
Eric Rochet Leon Booker Scott Trizzino 
Ervin Ellis Leslie Sean Wagner 
Eugenio Perez Montgomery Sezgin Ozden 
Fawad Syed Leslie Pawka 
Francisco Martinez Lisa Lowseth Shane Yarbrough 

Frank Arciero, Jr. Louisa Othon Sheila Richards 

Gary Knapik Luis Alvarez Shel Walker 
Gary Sudhoff Manuel Organista Stephen Salavarria 
Gene Adams Manuel Villareal Ill Steven Douglass 
Geoff Goldblatt Marcus Huang Steven Holloway 
Gladys Leonard Mark Candy Steven Knowles 
Glen Prather Martha Contreras Tammarrian 
Graig Shaak Mary Herron Rogers 
Greg Harrison Mary Lyons 
Howard Nellor Matt Stamborski Thao Le 

James Anderson Melody Butler Thomas Doughty 

James Gorham Micah Nichols Thomas Johnson 
James Key Michael Bystrzycki Thomas Rall 
James Reilley Michael Martinez Timothy Pompa 
Jamie Hopkins Michael Pawka Tina Joslin 
Jeff Nelson Mike Aubrey Tom Baldrick 
Jennifer Marts Mubin Patni Tony Jamal 
Jim Camasto Myphuong Lam 
Jo Anna Reyes Nathan Walsh Tony Jammal 

JoAnn Wickwire Nobi Ackerman Traci Manuel 

John Behm Norbert William Taranovich 

John Cole Ackerman Wyatt Lee 
John Hoffpauir Nuri Diab Yosuke Shimizu 

Lifetime Recognition 
Susan & Leo Klimaitis 

President's Advisory Coundl 
The following individuals have pledged the indicated 
amounts for the next four years and meet with the 
President to advise and discuss association issues: 

Bruce Adams 

Doug Ganim 

Dr. Fred Heros 

Christopher "Kit" Lawson 

Mike Lippitt 

Dennis Rosenberg 

Sal Perconti 

$1,000 
$3,000 
$1,000 
$1,000 
$1,000 
$3,000 
$1,000 

·------------------------------·--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Hall 
of 

1994 
Jo Kenyon I Ft. Lauderda le, Florid a 
(Am ateur At hlete, Indu cted 1994) 

Jo Kenyon was the 15th , 
indu ctee to the USRA H all 

In May 2008 we will celebrate the 35th Anniversary of the USA Racquetball 
Hall of Fame and our illustrious inductees at the atiooal Singles Championships 
in Houston. Io honor of this milestone, there will be a continuing series of "'Hall 
of Fame" articles focusing on racquetball Halls of Fame at the State level. We 
have a number of tate Organizations that have rccogoi.zcd key contributors, 
leaders and top players in their states and regions. These individuals have also 
been critical to the success and growth of our great sport and we look forward to 
sharing their contributions with our readers. Watch for this continuing "'Hall of 
Fame" section in upcoming Racquetball magazines. 

racqu etball, who continu ed to compete in every 
tourn ament available to her. In 1999, Mary Low 
was joined by her hu sband Earl in the H all of 
Fam e -- the two are the only hu sband- and- wife 
pair to share thi s honor. 

of Fame, on the basis of her 
long-history of age group 
comp etition. A retir ed 
veterinary receptionist, 
Kenyon took up 
racqu etball at the age of SO 
and qui ckly laid claim to 
over 25 national title over 

Keith Calkins I Mission Viejo, Californi a 
, (Contributm; Inducted 1996) 

Ed Remen. Johnny matched this record with six 
national singles titles, becomin g one of a rare 
group of athletes to earn du al titles in any given 
year - doing so four tim es, in 1983, 1988, 1992 
and 1993. After a difficult recovery from a life­
thr eatening illness, H ennen and Remen paired 
up again in 1998 to win yet another national 
doubles crow n -- exactly ten years after winnin g 
their first as a team. 

the ten year period 
precedin g her indu ction. H er love of the game, 
and the tourn ament environm ent , helped her 
become one of the top female age gro up 
comp etitors -- even after und ergoing a hip 
replacement in May of 1998. O nly thr ee months 
after that procedur e, Kenyon was back in top 
form , winnin g a silver medal in doubles, 
followed by a renewed strin g of gold meda l 
finishes in subsequ ent seasons. 

1996 
Mary Low Acuff I Asheville, No rth Caro lina 
(deceased) 
(Amateur Athlete, Indu cted 1996) 

H all of Fame athlete 
Mary Low Acuff 
domin ated the "upp er 
echelons" of age gro up 
com petition among women 
beginnin g in 1984, with 
career wins that includ e 
forty-five nat ional titles, 
nin e silver medals and a 
scant two bronze medal 

finishes. In 1994 alone, Mary Low took five 
national titles and a world champi onships 
victory, then followed up in 1995 with a record 
of nine national wins and another world title to 
her credit. Th e moth er of eight was a long time 
support er of the USR A and is a legend in 

Keith Ca lkin s boasts a 1 

career of service to 
racquetball, from 
developing one of the first 
juni or camp s in Californi a, 
to a long-runnin g term as 
a memb er, and often­
elected officer, of the 
organi zation 's board of 
dir ectors. In additi on to his : 
term s as both treasur er 

and president of the board , Keith served 
international racqu etball interests with elected 
appointm ents to the Pan American Racqu etball : 
Federation and the Int erna tional Racquetball 1 

Federa tion. But Keith is best kno wn for his 
professional guid ance of the AARA (now 
USR A) durin g its most turbul ent time, and for 
the type of subsequent leadership which has 
enabled the associat ion to take its place amo ng 
the most well-regar ded national gove rnin g 
bodies in the U.S. Olympi c Committ ee 
stru cture. 

Johnny Hennen I Chattanooga, Tennessee 
(Amateur Athle te, Inducted 1996) 

Johnny H ennen is 
probably one of the best 
liked and respected athletes 
to ever play the game. O n 
court Johnn y is legendary 
for a lack of defense, and a ' 
non-stop, agg ressive style. 
H ennen is pro bably best 
known for his doubles 
prowess, where he earned 
six national doubles titles, 

five of them paired with fellow H all of Farner 
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Gary Mazaroff I Albuqu erqu e, N ew Mexico 
( Contribu to1; Inducted I 996) 

Gary Maza roff began an 
un -interrupt ed presidential 
term with the N ew Mexico 
Racqu etball Association in 
1974, brin ging that 
organization to the forefront 
of the AA RA's state affiliate 
stru ctur e. Th rough AmP ro 
and AmP ro instru ctional 
progra ms, Gary has certified 
hundr eds of players and 

instru ctors, while him self serving as a teachin g 
pro and instru ctor since the late 70s. Ga ry also 
served as an assistant coach for two world 
champi onship U .S. national teams, then took 
that expertise "on the road II by coaching national 
teams from other countri es. 

(Jranl (Jala 
______ all 01 
ame 

3,-6' 1lnnivma'J 
1/ouslon, TX 



THE GAR AND 
HIS HALL OF 
FAME RING 
by Charlie Garfinkel 

I was nervous as I opened the package that 
contained my Racqu etball H all of Fame ring. In fact, I 
was biting my nails, and my feet are a long way down! 
At first sight, I was overcome by the beauty, size and 
workmanship that went into making the ring. It is a 
beautiful piece of jewelry. 

Tho se who kno w me are well attuned to my 
hum ility. This is the third Hall of Fame for which I 
have received a ring; I am presently in eight different 
Hall of Fame s, including racquetball, tenni s, basketball 
and squash. 

In racqu etball, I have defeated Charlie Brumfield, 
Davey Bledsoe, Dr. Bud Muehleisen, and Bill . 
Schmidtk e (when he was the numb er one player m the 
world and US Pro Champion) in national 
compet itions. That wou ld be equiva lent to defeating 
Roger Federer , Andre Agassi, Pete Sampras, and 
Rafael Nadal in tennis today. H owever, it's not like me 
to brag about my accompli shment s ... 

In addition , I have won 24 national titles in age 
group categories. Thi s includes a 4-2 record against 
Bobby Sanders and a 3-1 record against Ron 
Galbreath, two of the greatest senior players in 
racquetball history. . . 

Perhaps , my greatest accompli shm ent was winning 
the Buffalo city singles titles in racqu etball, tennis and 
squash in 1969, becoming the only player in my area to 
have ever done so. 

I have also played in the National Champions hips 
of all three sports; having some highlights and 

lowlights. Among the 
lowlights was an 
exhibition match 
against Art hur Ashe in 
tennis in 1970 when he 
was the number one 
player in the world. 
Suffice to say, he played 
like Arthur and I 
played like his brother 
Jack! 

In squash, I played 
An il Nayar, the 

The "Gar" defending Nat ional 
Squash Champion in 

1969. To be honest, I was A-nayar- lated! 
I am very proud of all my athletic 

accomplishm ents; especially since I have been a full­
time tennis pro for thr ee summ er months every year, 
for the past 45 years, including all of the years I was 
playing racquetball. Can you imagine what I would 
have done in racquetball if! didn't play tennis and 
squash? 

Unfortun ately, I haven't played many tourn aments 
the past few years, due to nagging hip and knee 
injurie s. H owever, I am still sponsored by E Force and 
still cover racquet sports for the Buffalo News. I wrote 
for national racquetball magazines for years, in 
additi on to authoring two racquetball books. 

As for tennis, I have been part of a Western 4/0 
Super Senior (60 and Over) team that has won the 
Eastern Championships the past three years. I've 
competed in the nationals the past two years and will 
be traveling to Daytona Beach for the upcoming 
Nationa ls the end of April. 

Oh yes, I am still teaching school (45th year) after 
being an administrator and supervisor in the Buffalo 
system. Leslie and I have been married for 41 years, 
and we have two childr en. 

Being well kno wn for my humility , I'm even 
impr essed by this art icle. 

The Hall of Fames are: 
• International Masters 

Racquetball Hall of Fame 

• National Racquetball Hall of 
Fame 

• Western New York 
Racquetball Hall of Fame 

• Greater Buffalo Hall of 
Fame (racquetball and 
tennis) 

• Western New York Tennis 
Hall of Fame (inaugural 
class, based on four city 
open singles and 11 
doubles titles , in addition 
to two National Public 
Parks doubles titles with 
Rev. Bob Hetherington, 
former first singles tennis 
player at Yale, and a 
number 4 ranking in 
Eastern Open doubles with 
Leon Smith in the mid 
1960's) 

• Buffalo State College Hall 
of Fame (tennis, basketball) 

• Buffalo Jewish Center Hall 
of Fame (racquetball, 
squash, and tennis) 

• Bennett High School Hall of 
Fame (tennis) 

2003 David Watson and There se Lewis 
2004 Jim and Sandy McPher son 
2005 Bruce Adams 

2004 Sonny H armon 
2005 Steve Dayvault 
2006 Jan Stelma 

2006 Ken Smith 
2007 Lynn John son 

State Halls 
of Fame 
By Jim Easterling 

OKLAHOMA 

To view the Ok lahoma Racquetball Hall of 
Fame, on the ORA web site, go to 
www .oklahoma racquetball.com. 

The NCRA has other Annua l Awards 
Winners listed on its web site as well. Mary 
Low Acuff, Earl Acuff and Ed Remen have also 
been inducted to the USAR Hall of Fame, and 
Ed Remen is a cur rent elected member of USA 
Racquetball's Board of Directors. To view the 
Nort h Caro lina Hall of Fame , on the NCRA 
web site, go to www.ncrac qu etball.com. 

This is the second issue highlighting our 
State Organizations that have implemented a 
State Hall of Fame to honor their local and 
regional players, leaders and contributors. 
Th ere are two states I would like to highlight in 
this issue. The first state is Oklahoma 
(Oklahoma Racquetball Association) and their 
President David Watson. Ok lahom a has had a 
H all of Fame since 2001. As of 2007, nine 
people have been honor ed with indu ction into 
the Oklahom a H all of Fame . The Indu ctees 
are: 

2001 Roy Rudichuk 
2002 Myron Roderick 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Th e second state I would like to recognize is 

North Carolina (North Caro lina Racquetball 
Association) and their President Lynn Stephens. 
N orth Carol ina has maintained an active H all of 
Fame since 2002. As of 2007, thirte en people 
have been inducted into the No rth Caro lina 
Hall of Fame, includin g a large inaugural class 
of eight in 2002. Th e Induct ees are: 

2002 Mary Low Acuff, Earl Acuff, Kevin 
Armbrecht, Mike Dimoff, Mildred 
Gwin n, Janet Myers, Ed Remen, and 
Paul Saperstein 

2003 Jim Daly and Gari Wiles 

If your state is interested in putting together 
a "Racquetba ll Hall of Fame " and would like 
information to get started, contact Jim 
Easterling at djeasterling@earthlink.net or call 
(517) 449-8942 (cell). It's a great way to 
recognize and remember those players and 
contr ibutor s who have supported and grown 
our sport on a local and state level. Th ey 
deserve to be honored for their effort and 
dedication - and a State H all of Fame is a great 
way to do it! 

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 07 I USA RACQUETBALL I 9 



Rocky Carson wins the 2007 
Motorola IRT World Championship 
presented by Verizon Wireless 

NOTES 

Once again , the IRT would 
like to thank Dan Aderhold 
of Motorola for having the 
vision and trust in the sport 
of racquetball that it will help 
create increased brand 
awareness for Motorola and 
Verizon Wireless . If you do 
not have a Motorola phone 
or Verizon Wireless service, 
please convert now and 
support the first major 
corporations that have taken 
notice of our sport. When 
you do convert, please let 
the IRT know at 
negretz@comcast.net so the 
information can be passed 
on to these great companies. 

Rocky with the Motorola Group 

The Lynmar H ealth and Racquet Club 
in Colorado Springs was the host site for 
the IRT's third Grand Slam event, the 
Motoro la !RT 
World 
Racqu etball 
Championship 
presented by 
Verizon 
Wirele ss. 
Lynmar is 
known as the 
official 
training center 
for Team 
USA and has 
a long 
tradition as 

Rocky with new fan 
Hayden Woe lk 

the premier racquetball club in Colorado . 
The event showcased the top fifty 
professional players in the world who 
competed for a total pur se of$30,000. It 
mirrored the Cho ice Hotels US OPEN and 
Motorola Pro Nationa ls in the set-up and 
presentation of the pro game. A full slate of 
amateur players were treat ed to some great 
racquetball by the !RT all week. 

Th e event featured the sport's biggest 
recent upset s as #I Jack Huczek lost in the 
opening round to Mexico's Javier Moreno 
and #2 Jason Mannino was taken out by 
Mexico's Polo Gutierrez. Thi s marked the 
first time in the sport 's history that the two 
highest-rank ed players bowed out in the 
first round. As Mexico's premier player, #4 
Alvaro Beltran made his way through the 
draw , as did his counterparts Polo and 
Javier, all the way to the semifinal s. The 
lone U.S. player in the semi's was #3 Rocky 
Carso n. Shan e Vanderson (#5) pushed 
Beltran to the limit in their quarterfinal 
match -up but could not close out the match . 
Mitch Williams (#6) also made an 
imp ressive showing but lost a tough one to 
Carson in the eight 's. Polo conti nued his hot 
streak by beating #7 Chris Crowther in the 
quarters and Javier defeated #9 Ben Croft 
in their quart erfinal match . The semifinals 
were as far as the upset-minded stars from 

Mexico went, as Rocky took out Polo and 
Alvaro bested his Pan American double s 
partner Moreno. This set the stage for 

Rocky & Jen 

Rocky and 
Alvaro to vie 
for the sport's 
newest Grand 
Slam title. 
Th e stands 
were full to 
capacity for 
this title bout 
and the crowd 
loved every 
minut e of it. 
Carson 
prevailed in 

the end and won his first title on the gra nd 
slam stadium court. It was a fitting win for 
Carso n who had just recently signed a 
sponsorship deal with Motorola and 
Verizon Wirel ess. Thi s mark s the first time 
in modern-day !RT history that a major 
corporation outside the indu stry steps up as 
major sponsor for an !RT prof essional. 

Not enough can be said for the event 
staff that helped set up and organiz e this 
event. Eddi e and Mary Meredith deserve a ll 
the cred it in pulling off this grand slam 
tourn ey. Th e extra help behind the scenes 
includ ed the Colorado Racquetball 
Association, Julie Vincent, Cindy Tilbury, 
Joe William s and the USAR staff. Doug 
Ganim and Jim His er once again stepped 
up and helped out with this event to mak e 
it a premier event for the sport and the !RT. 
Motorola and Verizon Wireless , with the 
help of their marketing team from Genesco 
Sports , add ed a new flavo r to the sport by 
bringing in a climbing wall and racing 
simulator for the racqu etball fans to enjoy. 
A fully furni shed VCAST loung e for the 
VIPs and sponsors was another highlight of 
the event -- a place to sit and relax betw een 
match es on a comfortab le couch in front of 
a 60-inch screen HD television. Thi s was 
the first event of its k ind west of the 
Mississippi and will cont inue to grow for 
years to come! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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I.h~~,-~Qg.7 Kentucky Pro Am ~ 
Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green, 

Kentucky, home of the Hill toppers, was once again the 
site for the 2007 Kentucky Pro Am. Event Director 
Ron Marr worked hard at bringing the event back to 
WKU and with the help of his loyal sponsors, the 
event was bigger than last year. The Pro-Am doubles 
event on Thursday night was a battle as Jason 
Mannino and Tom Hi lls defeated 
the tough team of Alvaro Beltran 
and Jason Hicks. Proceeds from 
this event will be donated to 
"Athletes for a Cure" Prostate 
Cancer Research Foundation. 

Qualifying matches began 
Thursday evening with no real 
upsets in this round. Ohio's hard­
hitting Mike Dennison played his 
way into the main draw after a 
two-year absence (he took time 
off after the birth of his son, 
Tyler). Great to see Mike back 
out at an IRT event! Another 
newcomer to the tour this year is 
Jason Sylvester from New York 
City. Jason played some great ball to move on to the 
main draw. Also, young seventeen-year-old Tyler Otto 
from St. Louis played in his second IRT event in a row 
and has a promising future on tour. 

The round of sixteen kicked off with all the top 
seeds advancing to the evening quarterfinal session. 
The Herrera name is becoming well known on the 
IRT circuit as brothers Juan and Andres played tough 
agamst Beltran and Huczek, respectively, and 
Alejandro Herrera (no relation to the brothers), lost a 
close one to Ben Croft. This "Colombian Connection" 
is an inspiration to all the players in Colombia. Chris 
Crowther had his hands full in his win over Hiroshi 
Shimizu from Japan and Rocky Carson outlasted the 
hard-pounding Mike Dennison in three straight. 
Always a battle, Mitch Williams won this time 
defeating Jason Thoerner in three. ' 

The first quarterfinal match had Jason Mannino 
and Shane Vanderson meeting up for the first time this 
year. Vanderson's deadly backhand kept him in this 
match but once again the steady play of Mannino 
prevailed in three , 6, 1, 4. Mannino's off-season 
training, which included yoga, is paying off. The 
second match saw Mitch Williams face off against Jack 
Huczek. The hard-hitting drive serves from the 
southpaw kept Huczek off balance and caused some 
unforced errors. Huczek, though, has gotten to #1 by 
playing steady confident ball and it showed as he was 
victorious in three games, 9, 6, 2. Next up was Elite 
Eight ranking newcomer Ben Croft vs. Rocky Carson . 
Croft came out smoking in the first, leaving Rocky in 
the backhand corner the whole game, but Rocky 
showed his veteran moxie and settled down and cooled 
off the young rookie, taking the next three games and 
the match (1), 5, 2, 2. Croft is beginning to show signs 
that he is ready to compete with the top tier ofIRT 

professionals . Alvaro Beltran and Chris 
Crowther stepped onto the court for the 
last match of the night . Crowther used his 
reach and power to make a match of this 
but Beltran took the first two games and 
overcam e an 8-2 deficit in the third to take 
the match. Beltran 's smooth shot making 
overshadow ed the emotionally-charged 
Crowther. 

It was Rocky Carson and Jason 
Mannino in the first semifin al. Mannino jumped out 
to a huge 8-2 lead in game one only to see Rocky 
creep back in. The tide changed in favor of Rocky as 
he took game one, 11-8. The momentum stayed in 
Carson's favor in the second and some unforced error s 
from Mannino gave the game to Rocky, 11-5. Th e 
third game was tight, but two uncharacteristic 
backhand skips on return of serve from Mannino 
allowed Carson to take game three, 12-10, and the 
match. Rocky moved on to his second final of the year 
and waited for the outcome of the Huczek / Beltran 
semifinal. Jack and Alvaro always bring the best out 
of each other when they play, and this match was no 
exception. The best from Mexico against the best from 
the US is what the IRT is all about, and the crowd 
loved it! Beltran took the first two games in 
convincing fashion. It was all Beltran leading most of 
the way in the third (up to 8-0) but Huczek caught 
fire, rolling out backhands from all over to tie it at 10-
10. Two forehands got him game three .12-10. At 4-3 
in the fourth, Beltran hit a backhand in an awkward 
position, injuring his back. He took his injury time 
outs and tried to finish the match but could not, and 
Huczek moved on to his second final of the year to 
meet up with Rocky Carson. 

This final match was all business and Rocky 
jumped out to an early lead . But Huczek came from 
behind once again and took game one, 11-8. Game 
two was a close game, but Jack still was able to control 
center court and his pinches were on he captured 
game two, 11-6. Rocky once again went out ahead in 
the third, but Jack slowly crept back this time with 
some great lobs and lob z-serves to Rocky's forehand . 
Rocky continued with the hard and three quarter z­
serves to Huczek 's backhand, but Huczek prevailed 
13-11 and took his first !RT title of the season. 

SI DENOTES 

What a great event this 
past weekend! Western 
Kentucky University is a 
great venue for the IRT 
and for racquetball 
exposure. The event was 
well-attended all weekend 
and the guys put on a 
great show. Congrats to 
Jack for winning the 
event and making it three 
different winners in our 
first three events -­
exciting times for the IRT! 

Hats off to the terrific 
event staff that Ron Marr 
has assembled in Bowling 
Green . They are always 
smiling and making the 
players feel welcome. Ron 
has done a wonderful job 
organizing and making 
this event happen. You 
are one of the true 
supporters of the sport, 
Ron, and we really 
appreciate it. 

Thanks to all the sponsors 
for supporting the event . 
To Dr. Phil Singer and to 
Jason and Larry Hicks -­
the event could not 
happen without you. Also 
to Swope Motors, the 
Kentucky Racquetball 
Assoc . and the Scott 
Brothers -- thank you! 

To Larry Hicks and family, 
our heartfelt prayers go 
out to you and your 
family over the recent loss 
of your daughter . Please 
know we are here for you. 
Thanks again, everyone, 
and we look forward to 
coming back next year for 
the 2008 Kentucky Open! 

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 07 I USA RACQUETBALL I 11 



SI DENOTES 

I want to thank the 
Overland Park Athletic 
Club for opening their 
doors to the IRT and fans 
for the second year in a 
row and putting on a first 
class event . If you have 
not had the pleasure of 
playing at this fine 
racquetball facility make 
sure you do if you get a 
chance . Jeff it is so nice 
having a hands on GM 
that is involved in the 
event and thanks for all 
you do including the DJ 
job. 

Mike, Deb and Gary 
you are awesome!!! It is 
such a pleasure to work 
with you and it is great to 
see how everyone at the 
event enjoys playing your 
tournaments. 

The event also raised 
money for the Children's 
Mercy Hospital and what 
a great cause. Thanks to 
all that contributed to the 
fundraiser. I would also 
like to thank all the 
sponsors of the event 
especially Luci Delsarto of 
Mannatech and Rosco 
Halsey of Edward Jones, 
your support does not go 
unnoticed. 

Also thanks for having 
a great dinner with me 
Ron Marr it was a blast 
and very filling. 

Hats off to Jack and 
Jason for bouncing back 
after tough los·ses in 
Colorado and congrats to 
Jason for adding another 
title to his resume. 

We look forward to 
coming back next year! 

The 2007 Kansas City Pro Am 

Kansas City Mike Wedel and wife Debbie 
at the desk 

Overland Park Kansas - Th e 2007 Kansas City 
Pro Am kicked off at the Ove rland Park Athletic 
Club on Thur sday afternoon with a large qualifying 
dr aw. A few players made the trip directly from 
Colorado Sprin gs the week before and came in a 
few days early. Th ere would be a few barn burn ers 
in the second roun d of qualifying with Anthony 
H errera of Grand Jun ction CO takin g out #10 
Andy H awthorne to advance to his first round of 

sixteen match and John Go th ousting Charlie Pratt . 
All the other seeds advanced on to the main dr aw. 

Th e roun d of sixteen start ed off with Motorola 
World Champion Rocky Carson defea ting John 
Goth in thr ee and Chri s Crowther besting Anth ony 
H errera. Anthony is attending the University of 
Colorado and will be makin g most of the events this 
year. Nex t up Jack H uczek took out Canadian Kri s 
Odegard and Ben Cro ft outlasted Jason Th oerner 

in four games. Th e matinee matches saw Jason 
Mannin o get slightly pushed by Juan H errera 
winnin g in four games and Mitch Willi ams ousting 
Alejand ro H errera. Shane Vand erson got by the 
always dangerous Hiro shi Shim izu from Japan in 
four and the last match was a rematch of the 
Colorad o semi-finals and the outcome was the same 
as Alvaro Beltran defeated his countr yman from 
Mexico Javier Moreno in four hard fought games. 

Th at set up the qu arterfinals for F riday night and 
some good match ups. 

Th e first quarterfinal of the night in front of a 
packed house was Rocky Ca rson aga inst Chri s 
Crow ther. Crow ther who is always a threat for an 

upset played well but Carson was too mu ch as he 
advances on in thr ee games 7 5 2. Th e next match 

was Jack Hu czek and Ben Croft. Jack was 

definitely ready to play after his first round loss the 

weekend before and Croft pu shed Jack the best he 
could before losing 2 8 2. Nex t up on the main court 

would be hard hittin g Mitch Wi lliams and Jason 
Mannin o. Mannin o was also coming off a first 

round loss in Colorado and he looked ready thi s 

weekend as he took this match from Mitch in thr ee 

straight 7 9 6. Th e last match of the evening would 

be the longest as the rematch from Colorado 

featurin g Shane Vanderson and Alvaro Beltran got 

underway at 930pm . Shane was looking to avenge 

his loss in Colorado and he did so in a five game 
war that ended at midnight (4) 9 14 (5) 5. 

Th e semi-finals would begin late Saturd ay 

afternoon and the Kansas City crowd was ready for 
some IRT hard hittin g racqu etball. Mannin o and 

Carson would squ are off first and it would be full 

of great gets from Mannin o and blistering 

backhands from Carson. Just when Mannin o 

looked like he would close the match out in four 
games Ca rson found a second wind and forced a 

game five. A few unforced erro rs would cost Rocky 

the match and put Jason in the final on Sunday. 

Th e follow ing match would showcase Jack Hu czek 
and Shane Vanderson. Hu czek would put a lot of 

pressure on Vanderson in thi s match and un forced 

errors would plaqu e Shane. Hu czek kept focus and 
would take the match in thr ee to meet up with 

Manni no in the Sunday noon final. 

Neve r in the history of the sport have the 

nu mber one and two players in the world suffer 
first roun d defeats on the same weekend and then 

come back and meet in the finals in the next event 

as Jack Hu czek and Jason Mannin o would be the 

first to do so. Battling back like tru e champions 
these two d id not let the full house crowd down on 
Sunday afte rnoon. Best friend s, these two are not 

and each played the match like it was their last. 
Mannin o would get the up per hand in thi s long 

thr ee game match on just a few unfor ced error s by 

Jack. Th at was the difference as Jason Mannin o 

took the Kansas City Ope n title from the reigning 
champion 11-9 11-9 11-8 and make it his first title 

of the season. 
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MEXICO'S LONGORIA 
CLAIMS FIRST WPRO TITLE 

OF THE SEASON 
Outback Blast It! Pro-Am Raised $1,500 for American Breast 
Cancer Foundation 

Mike Bourgeois, Rhonda, Paola and Lynn Stephens 

Mexican teenager Paola Longoria kicked off the 2007-2008 season 
with her first ever victory on the Women's Pro Racquetball 
Organization's tour at the 19th Annual Outback Steakhouse Blast It! 
Racquetball Championship presented by Carl & Marcia Wallace. A 
first-year college student and the #10 seed in the championship, 
Longoria is one of the youngest players ever to win a major WPRO 
event at only 18 years and two months old. Longoria beat #1 WPRO 
pro Rhonda Rajsich of Fountain Hills, AZ in a five-game thriller to 
secure the title. 

The Outback Steakhouse Blast It!, which benefited the American 
Breast Cancer Foundation (ABCF), took place September 14-16 at 
The Sports Center in Fayetteville , NC. The fundraising activities 
throughout the weekend raised $1,500 for the WPRO-ABCF 
Racquetball for Life Campaign. ABCF provides financial aid to 
uninsured breast cancer patients throughout the U.S. ABCF Vice 
President Tammy Wagner and WPRO /ABCF Board Member Brenda 
Loube accepted the check for the foundation. 

The pro draw saw a handful of upsets beginning with a Friday 
afternoon Round of 32 match-up that pitted Charlotte-base d Phyllis 
Morris against #13 seed Candi Hostovich of Virginia. Morris went 
down two games to one before gutting out the last two to secure a 
berth in the Round of 16 where she faced #4 seed Angela Grisar. 
Grisar ended Morris's run in four games but the North Caro lina 
resident garnered much respect from top WPRO pros and fans. 

Cheryl Gudinas Holme s, #3 seed, 
and #2 seed Kerri Wachtel went out 
in the Quarterfinals on Saturday 
afternoon. Gudinas Holmes lost to 
#6 seed Kristen Bellows in four 
games and Wachtel was defeated by 
the eventual champion Longoria in 
three games. On her road to the finals, 
Rajsich faced Grisar and battled through 
five games before dispatching of the Chilean in the 
semifinals. Longoria defeated Bellows in four games to earn her spot 
in Sunday's championship match against Rajsich. 

Longori a's steely nerves impressed even the rowdiest Rajsich fans 
who expected the young star to fold under the bright lights and 
immens e pressure of battling the event's defending champion. After 
many long rallies and a few too many skipped shots by Rajsich, 
Longoria's fairy tale came true and she claimed the first WPRO 
championship of the season. Final match score: Longoria def. Rajsich, 
12-14, 11-8, 9-11, 11-6, 11-7. For the complete Outback draw, go to 
www .wpro-tour.com/Tour_Events.html. 

The Outback Steakhouse Blast It! was made possible by Lynn 
Stephens and the North Carolina Racquetball Association in 
conjunction with generous event sponsors Carl & Marcia Wallace, 
Outback Steakhouse, Eric Nobles and Nobles Financial Planning, 
Inc., TMT Events, Th e Sports Center, Steve Loehr, School Tools, 
Fayetteville Convention and Visitors Bureau, Hunt er Hair , Charles 
Foster (Attorney at Law), Mike Robinson, REL Insurance Services, 
Coty Cosmetics, Hendrick Chrysler Jeep, Fisher Helms, Inc., and Jeff 
West (photographer). 

Special thanks to tournament committee members Lynn Moffitt, 
Mike Bourgeois, Pete Beckwith , Jon Tumas, Darlene Heyer, and 
WPRO board member Bobby Thore. Local DJ Brad Chapman spun 
tunes and kept the crowd and The Sports Center atmosphere 
energized throughout the weekend. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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WPRO TOUR SCHEDULE 
2007-08 SEASON 

November 2-4 

November 14-18 

December 6-9 

January 10-13 

January 24-27 

February 1-3 

February 7-10 

February 28-March 2 

March 14-16 

April 17-20 

May 9-11 

Long Island, NY / Long Island Open 
(Satellite) 

Memphis, TN / Choice Hotels US 
OPEN (GS) 

Arlington , VA/ Christmas Classic (T1) 

Panama City, Panama / Canal 
Challenge (T1) 

Sacramento, CA I Greater Sacramento 
Open (T1) 

Cincinnati, OH / Racquet & Hand for 
the Cure (Satellite) 

Phoenix, AZ. I Ektelon Fireball Rollout 
(T1) 

Miami, FL/ Great Balls of Fire (T1) 

Fountain Valley, CA / Ocean City 
Open (Satellite) 

New Orleans, LA / WPRO World 
Championships (GS) 

Sacramento, CA I WPRO Pro National 
Doubles (T1) 

T1 = Tier 1 Full Ranking Event 
GS = Grand Slam Event (higher prize money and ranking points) 
Satellite = Lower Level Event (check web site for satellite levels) 

*All Tier 1 WPRO events will use the Ektelon Fireball and will be broadcast live 
on RacquetballOnline.tv so stay tuned! 

*Check the WPRO web site - www.wpro-tour .com - for changes and additions. 

WPRO RANKINGS 
As of October 1, 2007 

Rank Name Hometown Points 
1 Rhonda Rajsich Fountain Hills, AZ 1287.29 

2 Cheryl Gudinas Holmes Naperville, IL 960.00 

3 Kerri Wachtel Cincinnati, OH 954.50 

4 Angela Grisar Santiago, Chile 909.79 

5 Christie Van Hees Kelowna, B.C., Canada 812.00 

6 Kristen Bellows Pleasant Grove, UT 603.50 

7 Brenda Kyzer Leesville, SC 575.50 

8 Paola Longoria San Luis Potosi, Mexico 384.50 

9 Jo Shattuck Denver, CO 364.15 

10 Samantha Salas Leon, Guanajuato, Mexico 336.50 

11 Diane Moore Griffith, IN 326.75 

12 Doreen Fowler Silver Spring, MD 280.50 

13 Vivian Gomez Miami, FL 242.50 

14 Adrienne Fisher Centerville, OH 236.50 

15 Candi Hostovich Burke, VA 175.50 

16 Kimi Ferina Rockaway Park, NY 172.00 

GEARBOX BECOMES 
OFFICIAL PARTNER 
OFTHEvVPRO 

Gearbox Racquetball recently signed a three-season 
deal to become an Official Partner of the Wom en's 
Professional Racquetball Organization (WPRO). "The 
WPRO is proud to add this exciting new racquetball 
company to our partner roster," said Shannon Feaster, 
WPRO Commissioner. Gearbox 
counts #4 Angela Grisar , #10 
Samantha Salas, and #16 Kimi 
Ferin a among the top pros who 
will represent the company on 
the WPRO tour this season. 
Gear Box was founded by 
former top IO pro and 
racquetball product 
designer Rafael Filippini 
of San Diego, California. 
For more information 
about Gearbox, visit 
www.gearboxrb.com. 
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Las Vegas Doubles 
Kicks Off Classic Professional 
Racquetball Tour Season 

Th e Las Vegas D oubles began th e 2007-08 season with five 

teams comp eting in a round -robin form at and featurin g thr ee of 

the CPRT pro s along with some gr eat open players and the 
current World Outd oor Racquetb all D oubles Champi ons. 

T he draw was led by Bret Ha rnett teaming 
with Cra ig "Clubber" Lane and the CPRT 
pairing of Woody Clouse & Gerry Price. WOR 
Champions Rick Sande llo & Jeff Johnson 
rounded out the draw with the teams of Joe 
Villareal & Rick Koll and Darrin Heinz & Ken 
Celmer. 

T he Las Vegas Doub les tourney opened 
with Cha rity Doubles benefit ing the Boy Scouts 
of Ame rica to the tune of$ 1,000 and won by the 
team of Ger ry Price and Dave Aegete r. 

Openi ng round matches offered no upsets 
and little drama as both CPRT teams cruised 
with straight game victories. Harnett & Lane 
and Clouse & Pr ice both ente red Saturday's 
matches with 2-0 records, leaving each of the 
other teams looking for a first win. 

Woody Clouse & Gerry Price dominated the 
Las Vegas Doubles as they moved through the 
draw, losing only a single game. Their last 
match was a four-game victory over Harnett & 

Lane, 9-6, 6-9, 9-4, 9-5. This was the second 
straight CPRT event in Las Vegas where Clouse 
won over home town hero Harnett. Rick 
Sandello & Jeff Johnson took third place honors 
with their five-game thriller over Joe Villarreal 
& Rick Koll. 

2007-08 CPRT Rules Update 
The CPRT will compete in 2007-08 with 

some unique rules continuing and a few new 
twists . .. 

CPRT Events are open to players over the 
age of 40 who were not ranked in the Top 8 of 
the Internationa l Racquetba ll Tour as of 
Septembe r 1st of the cur rent season. 

All matches are best 3 out of5 games to 9 
points with one timeout per game . 

Game 5, if necessary, will go to CPRT 
Extended Play and the match will continue 
unti l a player wins by 2 points. Each player 
receives one additio nal timeout in CPRT 
Extended Play. 

CPRT Bonus Ball: Players are allowed one 
serve with the exception of using a second serve 
only one time per game at their discretion . 
Players will notify the referee when choosing to 
use the CPRT Bonus Ball immediately after 
their fault serve. 

All matches are played with no line judges 
or court hinders. 

All matches are played with the CPRT 
Official Ball, the Ektelon Classic. 

2007-08 SEASON 
SCHEDULE UPDATED 

The CPRT has updated the 2007-08 
schedule: 

Nov. 15-17 US Open -

Memphis, TN 

Nov. 30- Dec. 2 Columbus, OH 

Jan . 25-27 Riverside, CA 

Feb. 22-24 Rawlins, WY 

March 7-9 Rochester, NY 

April 10-12 Concord, CA 

May 2-4 Las Vegas, NV 

Watch for any further updates and 
entry forms on 

classicproracquetball .com. 

-----------------. ------------. ----------------------- ----------------------------- - . ---. ---------· ----- - - -------- ------- ------- ----- -- ---------------. ----. --------. -------------------- --------. --------------------------- - - ---
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OUTDOOR MAKES HISTORY ONVENICE BEACH 
By Hank Marcus, WOR Executive Director 
Outdoor hit the beach on Labor Day weekend , combining the top 

outdoor and indoor players in the world with the Ektelon portable court 
and Royster Productions filming our sport in High Definition for the first 
time. This unique footage is the best that racquetball has ever seen. 

The 'Ballers: I tell everyone with pride to come and watch the BEST 
athletes in the world -- they're racquetball players! These guys just continue 
to prove this to be correct over and over. .. and they all did it again. Son 
Nguyen was an absolute star to play so intensely, looking monster ripped 
for the cameras. Then he took a cut opened wound to the face and came 
right back to battle and win the title with Josh Tucker. Tuck stepped up 
and dominated, winning the doubles title with Son and kept it tight in 
singles with Rocky Carson. Rocky stand s on top as the best and he showed 
us all yet again just how good he is at this game. His partner Rob Hoff 
doesn 't back down to anyone and again pulled his weight with the champ. 

Craig "Clubber" Lane and Greg Solis put on such a great show on the 
blue court with Craig ripp ing balls with outrageous power and Greg flying 
all over, getting everything. A huge highlight was having a legend of the 
indoor game, IRT #2 ranked Jason Mannino, come outdoors and play his 
heart out with jaw-dropping gets and intense play on every point. The 
Fresh Mex from Tijuana, IRT #4 Alvaro Beltran showed his amazingly 
quick hands and matched up with Mannino very well, giving these guys a 
run for their money. Rhonda Rajsich and Michelle Key were awesome, 

playing a top notch crowd-pleasing battle representing the Lad ies of 
Racquetba ll. The juniors fired everybody up as Jose Diaz took out Brandon 
Davis. Thank you to all of these great players I 

2007 Belle Isle By Greg Lewerenz 

Racquetball Championships 
The word tournament doesn 't quit e describe 

the Belle Isle experience. You need to include 
several other words with the word tournam ent to 
get the idea of "what we do." You need to 
include the words "party," "event," "fantastic ," 
"incredible, " "competition ," "spectacular," and 
"fun." So, in honor of our 2007 Belle Isle 
Racquetball Championship Tournament, we are 
creating a new word - "tourntastic-partacular­
funtition-incredivent!" Because "what we do" is 
all that, and then some ... Webster 's, be advised. 

The Finals: The stage was set for a great 
final. The two top seeds, Jack Huczek and Andy 
Hawthorne , were geared up for a war ! The 
venue was changed to Tota l Sports in Harrison 
Township due to a total rain-out on Sunday, 
which changed the dynamics of the match a bit. 
Andy made it clear that he would have preferred 
to face Jack outdoor at Belle Isle, because he had 
never beaten Jack indoors. Ha ving said this, the 
venue change didn't faze either competitor, and 
they brought everyth ing they had to win the 
money and title of2007 Belle Isle Racquetball 
Pro Champion. Andy kept each game 
competitive and extended many rallies with his 
incred ible diving gets and superhuman 
ath leticism, but Jack wou ld not be denied. The 
World's #1 player took the match in 3 straight 
games. Jack H uczek is the 2007 Belle Isle 
Racquetba ll Men's Pro Singles Champion. 

Men's Open Singles was no less of a dogfight 
than the Pros. Rance Mack, the powerful indoor 
player from Cleveland, blew through his half of 

the draw on his way to the finals, beating Belle 
Isle's own perennial Champion, Greg Hodges 
and Brian Berkelhamer , the #2 seed from the Pro 
drop down , on the way. The other half of the 
draw saw Jeff Makowski make it past Carols 
Jones, the Belle Isle Summer Classic Men's Open 
Champion, and Paul Stanwick, the #1 seed from 
the Pro drop down, on the way to the final. 
Rance's overwhelming power and precision shot 
making were the difference in the match , as 
Rance won in two. 

Women's Open Singles was a war! The best 
female player in the State of Michigan, Anthnita 
Dickerson, put on a show! Anthnita beat Belle 
Isle veteran Felicia Mann on the way to the final 
against Pau la Saad. Paula worked Anthnita all 
over the court and Anthnita almost succumbed 
to leg cramps in the second game. But, on the 
verge of defeat , she gathered her composur e and 
pulled out the match. 

Juniors was a fun event to watch. Sam Zeng, 
who is new to Belle Isle, won after beating Matt 
Hill and Brittany Hodges on his way to the title. 
Great job, Juniors! 

Toledo Outdoor Racquetball 
Fall Doubles Tourney 

by Greg Lewerenz 

The second annual Toledo Fall Doubles 
Tourney was held on September 22 on the eight 
3-wall courts at the Lucas County Rec Center in 

beautiful northwest Ohio. Sunny skies and warm 
temperature s welcomed the hometown Toledo 
players plus competitors from Detroit and St. 
Clair Shores, Michigan, and 1 player from 
Tenne ssee. Toledo outdoor ru les were in play 
(dry courts and temperatures of 40 degrees or 
above). Over 40 players participated in five 
divisions. 

Open Division: Team Big Daddy (Ron 
Barton and Greg Lewerenz from Detro it) took 
out the upstart Toledo team of Steve Ball and 
Jim Bronson after each team won their flight. 
One game to 21... "Old School" is how we do it in 
Toledo! Team Big Daddy won the marathon 21-
14 in the one-game playoff. 

A Di vision: Jim Witherspoon and Andrew 
McHenry from Ann Arbor defeated Ron Griggs 
and Alphonso "Ze Plumber" Pugh from Detroit. 

B/C D ivision: Robin Basil and Marc 
Labadie from Detro it bested the team of Rich 
Bronson (Toledo) and Felicia Mann (Detroit) . 

Mixed D ivision: "Big Daddy" Ron Barton 
and Felicia Mann were crowned the winners, 
taking out Mel "Mr. Natural Light" Zurack and 
Melody Gorno in the finals. 

Century: Dan Tabor (Toledo) and Steve 
Jensen (Tennessee) bested the Detro it team of 
Greg "Mr. Twisty" Frazier and No rm "Mr. 
Salty" Borden, 21-9. This was after having 
defeated "Big Daddy" Greg Lewere nz and 
Alphonso Pugh, who were reported to have been 
undefeated in match play in outdoor racquetba ll 
for the last 3 years (boohoo, guys!). 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~------. --------------- --------------. --------------- ----------------------------------. ----------------------. ------------------------ ---
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Presented by H EAn • _penn 

• 
• 

Fran, how do the Pros stay cool, calm 
and collected during a match? 

Answer: That is the million dollar question! The more relaxed and at ease you 

are, the better you will play. The more uptight and out of control you are, the 

worse you will play. 

Just take a look at these professional athletes - you 'll see what I mean! 

Jason Mannino, 2006 US Open Champion 
It was 7-7 in the tiebreaker of 

the US Open semifinals against 
Jack Hucz ek; Jason was serving. 
Jason hit a shot he thought was a 
winner which would have put 
him up 8-7. Instead, the referee 
called it a skip which resulted in a 
side out and Jack now serving at 
7-7. A huge point in the match! 

Jason expressed himself to the ref but then went 
back to receive the serve and LET IT GO. If he had 
dwelled on it and lost his cool, it could have cost 
him the mat ch. Instead, he stayed cool, calm and 
collected, which kept him in the match, and he 
WON. 

Rocky Carson, 2007 IRT Motorola World 
Champion 

In the 4th game of the finals of 
the 2007 IRT Motorola World 
Champions hips against Alvaro 
Beltran, it was 8-6, Alvaro serving. 
Rocky called a time out and then 
came back in to receive serve 
again. During the next rally, he hit 
a shot he thought was good and 
went up to serve, thinking it was 
6-8. Instead, the ref called it a skip 

which made it 9-6 Alvaro. A huge point in the 
match! Just like Jason, Rocky questioned the call 
and voiced his opinion, but then went back to 
receive serve and LET IT GO . Ifhe had dwelled on 
it and lost his cool, it could have cost him the match. 
Instead, he stayed cool, calm and collected, which 
kept him in the match , and he WON. 

Christie Van Hees, 2006 US Open 
Champion. 

In the quarterfinal match of 
the US Open against Rhonda 
Rajsich, the #I Player in the 
World , there was a questionable 
call in the 4th game that resulted 
in a side out against Chr istie, 
putting Rhonda in the service box. 
It was a huge point in the match 
because it was 2-1 in games for 

Christie and she wanted to win in 4 games and 
NOT go to tiebreaker. Christie questioned the ref 
and said a few words, but then went back to receive 
the serve and LET IT GO. If she had dwelled on it 
and lost her cool, it could have cost her the match. 
Instead, she stayed cool, calm and collected, which 
kept her in the match, and she WON. 

These are only a few examp les of staying "cool, 
calm and collected" during a match . Anybody can 
be cool, calm and collected when they are winning 
and the match is easy, but it is learn ing how to stay 
that way when you are losing or it is a close match, 
hard and pressure-p acked . 

Below are a few tips to consider to help you 
learn how to stay cool, calm and collected and avoid 
resembling a time bomb ready to explode: 
1. Don't take the calls personally .. . it is not a 
persona l vendett a against you. 

2. Take a call at face value ... it is only one call. 

3. Be totally prepared for the match ... be ready to 
battle .. .. the mor e ready you are, the more relaxed 
you will be. 

4. Don 't be concerned with the outcome, the end 
result , only with the journey of the match . .. point by 
point. Take it one point at a time. 

5. Be in the present moment. "Now" is all that exists 
-- the past is gone and the future is not here yet. 

6. Take a timeout, breathe, and just let it go. 

7. Put a rubber band on your wrist. Every time you 
think a negative thought, pull it and your body will 
tell your mind to stop. 

8. When you are receiving serve, put your racquet 
up, count to 10 and LET IT GO. 

9. Put wr iting on your racquetball shoes ... Cool, 
Calm and Collected . . . so every time you look down 
you can read it and remind yourself of this. 

IO. Fix the strings on your racquet. .. walk 
around ... and LET IT GO. 

By Fran Davis 

Hope to see you 
at one of my camps 

for live personal 
instruction on this 

topic and many others. 
The next best thing 
is to buy my video 
if you can't make it 

to a camp at this time. 
Goto 

www.FranDavisRacquetball.com 
for details on both. 
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By Otto Dietrich 
USA Racquetball 
National Rules 
Commissioner 

Always "Play by the 
Rules!" If you don't have 
a copy, you can find and 
review them on-line at: 

http://www.usaracquetball.com/ 
Default.aspx?tabid=839. 

Do you have a rules/refer­
eeing question? 

Be sure to email it to 
me at ODietrich@usra.org 

and you might find it 
featured in an upcoming 

issue of Racquetball. 

". . . if the receiver puts 
his racquet up, it should 
NOT affect your calling 
of the score." 
This issue I'll address some of the more common rule/refereeing 

errors I've noticed at recent events. 

Calling the Score. The rulebook says that 
the score should be called after the rally "as the 
players prepare to return to their respective 
positions," not when they appear ready to start 
the next rally! Be reasonable and 
understanding, but as soon as a player does 
anything to delay the game (like walking in the 
wrong direction), call the score immediately and 
start the 10-second readiness count. Also, if the 
receiver puts his racquet up, it should NOT 
affect your calling of the score. 

Adding "Possible Game ( or Match) Point" 
to Your Calling of the Score. Please don't 
disrupt the flow at this critical point in the game 
by pointing out that the receiver is about to lose. 
If you have previously called the score like "ten 
serving five," then game point should be called 
basically the same way, such as "fourteen serving 
eight." 

Discussions with Players. Far too often, a 
referee will engage in an extended discussion 
with a player as to "why" he called what he did. 
Permitting discussion about "why" you made a 
call could create a small "opening" for the player 
to argue his point further ... and the debate is on. 
Instead, simply tell the player "what" you called 
and advise him that you are about to call the 
score. Of course, if there are line judges, he can 
always appeal your call. But please do NOT 
remind him that he can appeal since that could 
be construed as a form of"coaching the player." 
You may not realize that most of those 
discussions are really an attempt by the player to 
influence the line judges prior to his making an 
appeal. Note that since the rules expressly 
prohibit any excessive demonstration prior to an 
appeal, a discussion with the referee can 
accomplish the same purpose without being 
labeled as a demonstration. 

Timeouts. While everyone seems to know 
just how many timeouts are allowed (three in 
games to 15 and two in a game to 11), very few 
seem to realize that timeouts only last 30 
seconds! Consequently, timeouts quite often 
take much longer than that -- yet another reason 
why some matches last longer than they should. 
I watched a small portion of one match at 
National Doubles where one timeout lasted two 
minutes and 20 seconds and another lasted one 
minute and 30 seconds. One way to help 
control this is to remind the players as they leave 
the court for a timeout that they have only 30 
seconds. It also wise to remind them how many 
timeouts they have left in that game. You can 
also inform the players when only 10 seconds 
remam. 

Wording of Appeals. When an appeal is 
made, the referee should announce only what he 
called. It really makes no difference to the 
outcome who made the appeal or what the 
player thought happened. Stating this unneeded 
information will only confuse the line judges 
and could corrupt the outcome of the appeal. 
Remember, the line judges can make three 
possible calls with regard to what the referee 
called (or didn't call) -- I agree with the ref 
(thumb up), I disagree with the ref (thumb 
down), or I'm unsure about the refs call (palm 
facing down). 

New Warm-up Policy. The new policy 
regarding the limits on warm-up time is now in 
effect, but unless the referees enforce the policy, 
it will not have its desired effect - getting the 
matches underway soon after the court becomes 
available. 
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Racquetball 'Sells' 
& Racquetball 'Sales' 
Racquetball 'Sells' 

Yes, you should carry racquetball equipment; 
it's a source of profit and service! 

Carry Popular Racquets ... Have Demos 
and Special Order The Rest 

If you have racquetball courts, you can (and 
should) sell racquetball products. It is import ant 
for members to know they can get racquetba ll 
products at your club. You do not need to carry 
every brand or every kind. For racquets, carry 
what you know will sell and special order the 
rest. You can get demos of most every racquet 
from the manufacturer. Have these available 
for peop le to try. You can then special order 
racquets for people from most of the racquet 
companies in a relatively short period of time . 
Whi le your members are waiting for their new 
racquets to come in, let them use the demos 
when they come in to play. 

Carry Necessary Accessories 
You should carry accessories such as balls, 

gloves, eye guards and grips (at the very least!). 
There is nothing worse than a memb er coming 
to the club to play, needing to purchase balls, but 
can't because you are either out or don't carry 
them. Just think what that suggests to the 
member (cheap, non-caring, and fru strating ). 

Check It Out ... 
As a Pro Shop Manager , I have learned that 

whether I am in my club (or other clubs), I am 
constantly looking at what the players are 
wearing before, during and after they play. And, 
what they play with as far as the racquet and 
accessories they use. Visual observation is very 
important in selling pro shop items. For the pro 
shop buyer , in order to know what to buy to sell, 
one needs to know what people are buying. 

One of the reasons our pro shop is so 
successful is that there is an active buyer (me) 
who is also a player. I know what people are 
buying because I see what they are wear ing and 
playing with, and I then sell wha t they want. I 
also price compet itively. I visit othe r local clubs 
and pro shops, sporting good stores and discount 
stores to check out their prices. It 's important to 
price competitively so your members don't think 
you are trying to 'rip them off.' 

I also share product with other clubs for 
better pricing. Annette Knoth of East Side 
Athletic Club in Milwaukie and I have been 
sharing stock for a number of years. We can get 
better pricing from some companies and if we 
run out of something, we can help each other 
out with inventory tran sfer until our shipment 
comes m. 

Racquetball 'Sales' 
Every time you make a 'sale' you make a 

profit and provide a service! 

In this day and age you need to be 
compe titive with shops or sports stores in your 
area, and you can provide that added somet hing 
they can't ... service! 

It 's easy enough to bui ld or purcha se a few 
display cabinets for your club . Th en if you are 
short on pro shop space, you can put the items 
on disp lay in the display cases. Get a member to 

trade out the building of a display case in 
exchange for monthly dues or lessons. 

For the promotion of racquets , laminate the 
pages of the colored brochur es the compa nies 
provide (or make up your own) and put the 
suggested retail prices by each racquet along 
with your price . Put these where people can see 
them. You can also place a copy by the demo 
racquets. This way, if the Club Pro or someone 
knowledgeable about racquets is not available, a 
person can still view racqu et prices and review 
their selling point s. You can even go a step 
furth er and highlight the racquets you carry and 
those you can special order. And ... have a form 
for special order s available to the staff who can 
then leave completed forms in your message box. 
(Wow , are you going to sell racquets!) 

As a Racquetball Director , capitalize on your 
knowledge as a specialist! If your Club carries 
only accessories, try and work something out 
with the racquet compa nies relative to carryin g 
demos and then special ordering, or work with a 
local sporting goods company in your area. It' s 
a win-win situation. The members are happy 
(they get racqu ets), the clubs are happy (they 
make money), and the Club Pros and Directors 
are happy (they make mone y, too)! 

Connie can be reached at: 
clpsportscreations@verizon.net 

By Connie Martin, 
Director of Prog rams at 
Cascade Athleti c Clubs 
in Gresh am, OR and 
National Racqu etbal l 
Hall of Fame me mbe r. 
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The Secret 
Weapon 

by Woody Clouse, 
Ektelon Direc tor of 
Instruction 

Every player who has ever walked onto a racquetball 
court has always want ed the chance to play as well as they're 
physically and mentally capab le of playing . What you are 
about to read is the single most beneficial contr ibuting factor 
to achieving full potential. This is the beginnin g -- withou t 
this, you will never play at the level at which you are capable. 
It's the nucleus of whe re qu ality play begins and it's simply 
the most import ant factor in the sport of racqu etball. As soon 
as you put this into action you become a better player. Th e 
secret weapo n is PREPARATION. 

There are many forms of preparation , among these being mental, physical, game plan , 
and pract ice. The more prepared you are, the better chance you will have to succeed. 

Addr essed in this arti cle is the physical on-court preparat ion that's essential right afte r the 
ball has been hit and the oppone nt 's next shot is imminent. This is by far the most 
overlooked vital ingred ient to the success of every player in every competitive match . 

Th e first "simple but deadly" step in executin g proper preparation is to keep both hands 
up and in front of you 100% of the tim e when the ball is in play. There are seven natural 
beneficial respons es that occur when you do this. 

#1 Your intuition improv es. With your 
hand s up, your body intuitivel y has a desire 
to respond . Your "fight or fligh t instinct" is 
released . You naturall y become more 
proactive and your ability to respond 
impro ves 100%. 

#2 You become a mor e awa re player. Due 
to the body's intuition about its 
responsiveness, your awa ren ess dramatically 
impro ves. Wh en this takes place, you 
automatically give yourself more kno wledge 
of where the ball is going, thu s giving you a 
lot more tim e to respond to it . 

#3 You instantl y become a more difficult 
player to beat because of the amount of 
pressur e you begin to apply to your 
opponent. Your opponent will make a lot 
more unforced errors when he feels like he 
has to hit a mor e precisely executed shot. 

#4 You will also become a more consistent 
player because your feet become set at an 
earlier stage. Th is allows your feet more 
time to mak e any ad justm ent needed to 
become more stable and balanced during 
execution. 

#5 You will becom e a much faster and 
quicker player, because arm s are so heavily 
involved with foot speed. You now have the 
ability to pump your arms and legs harder 
and faster, add ing to your mobility and to 

your footwork. With you r hands dow n, you 
simp ly cannot move in an efficient , fast or 
agile fashion. 

#6 With you r hands up , you receive the 
benefit of having your racqu et turn into a 
read ied position whenever you turn your 
shoulders. This gives you the monstrous 
advantage of being able to swing at balls that 
you could on ly poke at before . You don 't 
have to worry about getting your racqu et 
into a readied position after you set you r feet. 
Whenever you have time to turn and hit a 
ball, you now have time to swing at it. This 
improves your ability to keep balls down the 
line as well as hit balls back with greater 
control and consistency. All those balls that 
are currently getting pushed back can now 
be ripped back! 

#7 Your shot selection impro ves. With the 
increased amo unt of time you now have due 
to your hand s already being up, you now 
have more time to hit the ball in an area that 
will force your opponent to move and that 
will allow you to get into or stay in cente r 
court . 

So enjoy the fact that you can walk onto 
the court from this point forward and know 
that you are giving your self the opportunity 
to bring out your best and get one step closer 
to playing to your tru e potentia l. And know 
in your heart that you are now mor e 
PREPARED! 

Presented by I; El(fEIDH . 

Picture #1- This common (improper) 
ready posit ion inhibits a player's ability 
in four major ways. 1. Preparation -­
With your hands down, you're in a reac­
tion mode, slowing every movement . 2. 
Awareness -- You can't respond to some­
thing you can't see! 3. Shot Selection -­
Your decision-making process slows 
down, forcing bad choices with shot 
selection. 4. Pressure -- Your opponent 
does not feel the same pressure and will 
execute better . 

Picture #2- In a proper readied position, 
you are ready to swing, you're aware of 
what shot is about to be hit while you're 
applying pressure, and you're clear as to 
what shot you should hit once it's t ime 
to execute. 

Pictures #3 & #4- These two pictures 
illustrate how, by keeping your racquet 
up in a ready position, you are naturally 
in a hitt ing position when you turn to hit 
the ball. This stays t rue for both left­
and right-handed players on the fore­
hand and backhand side. 
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ADVANCED 

In the last issue I shared with you my magical "Off 
the Back Wall Shot ," a critical shot used when you want 
to be a great offensive player. T his issue, I want to 
teach you my magical "Advanced Pass Shots," another 
set of offensive shots that will add to your becomin g an 
offensive player to be reckoned with , like me! Th e Pass 
Shot is the highest percentage offensive shot in 
racqu etball because it hits 18" and lower on the front 
wall and boun ces tw ice before the back wall. That 's 
why it is the #I choice of the pros. 

Let's first define a Regular Pass Shot 
A pass shot is hit knee high and lower on your body. 

As stated above, it hits the front wall approximately 18" 
and lower and bounces twice before the back wall. Th e 
ball winds up deep in one corner or the other and is not 
returnable off the back wall. It is a shot that put s your 
opponent far from the front wall, making it more 
difficu lt to score. 

Now let's define the 2 Advanced Passes 
Side Arm Pass - It's hit chest to shoulder high 

and, as with the Regular Pass Shot, hits the front wall 
appro ximately 18" and lower and bounces twice before 
the back wall. T he ball winds up deep in one corner or 
the other and is not return able off the back wall. It is a 
shot that put s your oppon ent far from the front wall, 
making it mor e difficult to score. 

Over Head Pass - It 's hit at full extension above 
your head and, as with the Regular Pass Shot, hits the 
front wall appro ximately 18" and lower and bounces 
twice before the back wall. T he ball winds up deep in 
one corner or the other and is not return able off the 
back wall. It is a shot that put s your oppon ent far from 
the front wall, mak ing it mor e difficult to score. 

Th e only two things that change amongst all 3 shots 
is the CONTACT POINT and the FACE of the 
racquet 
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Regular Pass 

- Contact Point 

- Knee High and lower 

- Face of the Racquet 

- Flat and level 

By Sudsy Monchik 



Side Arm Pass 

- Contact Point - Contact Point 

- Chest to Shoulder High - Full Extension Above Your 
Head /Eye Level 

- Face of the Racquet 
- Face of the Racquet 

- Slightly Down 
- Slightly Down 

Presented by 

HEAC, ® 

Well there you have it. .. My Magical 
Advanced Pass Shots (only diagramm ed with my 
forehand). The Regular Pass Shot can be hit 
forehand or backhand, but the Side Arm and 
Over Head Passes are ONLY hit forehand). 
Having this variety of pass shots makes you more 
offensive and allows you to put more pressure on 
your opponents. Too often, players who are not 
aggress ive and put the ball back to the ceiling 
when the ball is at their chest, shou lder or over 
their heads do NOT put pressure on their 
opponents and do NOT create opportunities to 

force weak returns and possibly score. These pass 
shots continues to be some of my most offensive 

weapon s on the pro tour. These shots will add a 
whol e new dimension to your arsena l of offensive 
shots and create the pressure you need to keep 
your opponent off balance and guessing. Don't 
take these shots lightly because the opportunity to 

hit Advanced Passes happens more often than you 
could imagine -- you want to be confident and 
prepared to del iver a good offensive shot. .penn To learn how to hit these Advanced Pass shots, 
pick up one of our instructional videos, "Building 
Your Racqu etball Dream House " or attend one of 
our camps. 

Please go to www .FranDavisRacquetba ll.com 
for details. 
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New Jersey Amateur 
Racquetball 

Jonathan Clay 

About Jonathan 
Clay 

Jonath an is a 
graduate of 
Pro vidence College 
and Rutgers 
Business School, 
holdin g 
und ergraduat e and 
master 's degrees in 
Mark eting . H e 
work s at Jack 
Morton 

Worldwid e, managing accounts for mobil e 
and event mark eting campaign s as well as 
trade show designs for some of the world's 
top companies. A racquetball player and 
USAR member since 2001, Jonath an is also a 
form er intern for Ektelon . Jonathan is now 
the ERA for the state of New Jersey for 
Ektelon and also owns his own small 
business, Jersey Shore Racquet Sport s, an all­
purpo se racquetball services company. 
Jonathan's other sponsors include One Shot 
Sports, Racqu etworld , and Weekend Warrior 
Sportswear. 

A new association is born ... 
The former state association in New 

Jersey was in place for IO+ years and existed 
without a formal board but simply a 
president trying to run all programmin g by 
him self. With tournament numb ers 
declining in the state, a gro up of concerned 
racquetball players got together and formed a 
board to try and help this former president. 
Though having been in charge for 10+ years 
and spendin g countless hour s on racquetball 
in New Jersey, it was that person 's decision to 
step down and let a new association take over. 

What are the positives of the new 
association? 

The major difference that the N JAR has 
over the previous gove rning body is the large 
group of people we have comprising our 
board . This has allowed for greater 
tournament outreach, bringin g players from 
surrounding states into New Jersey for our 
NJAR tournament s. The 2007 NJAR State 
Singles, our inaugural tournam ent, had 120 
entries, a 300% increase from the 2006 
tournament. We expect to consistently draw 
I 00+ players for our tournam ents throughout 
the season. 

What challenges 
does the new 
association face? 

New Jersey has not 
been a very strong 
racquetball state in 
recent years. The 
challenge our new 
association faces is 
bringin g players back into 
tourn ament racqu etball 
and not just "playing at 
the club. " Co urt space is 
also limited in N J, with 
only two clubs willing and 
able to hold tournaments 
for us right now. 

What is your #1 complaint? 
One of the biggest issues we hear as an 

association is the lack of wom en racqu etball 
players. Wom en's draws at our tournam ent s 
are not as strong as we would like them to be. 
In the futur e, it is our goal to reach out to 
more women players and get them to start 
playing compe titively and com ing to 
tourn aments. 

If you could share some advice, what 
would it be? 

First of all, surround yourself with people 
who are willing to help and whose heart and 
passion for racquetball is stro ng. With out 
this, the burd en of wo rk on one or two 
people is just too much. Wh en you have a 
team of people who work together and can 
pick up the slack for fellow team members as 
they become busy with life's other necessities, 
the job of promoting racqu etball becomes 
much easier and fun! Second , don't be afra id , 
to spend a little extra money at your 
tournaments to get a nicer award, or nicer 
food, or anothe r giveaway to players. If you 
have money in your budget, use it to make 
the tournament just that much bette r. Players 
remember the little things and will come 
back (or won 't) because of it. 

R 
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President: Jonathan Clay 
Vice President: Aimee Ruiz 
Secretary: Gloria Fidecaro 
Treasurer: Nancy Luyando 
Board Members: Jon Panno, 
John Patric, Melanie Jones, 
Eduardo Mancheno , Ray Davis, 
Joe Camiolo , Joe Delgado , Felix 
Ruiz 

NJAR MEMBERSHIP STRENGTH 
AND NJ STATE PROFILE 

Membership : 135 (5 Lifetime 

Members ) 

State Population: 8,724 ,000 

State Nickname: The Garden State 

State Slogan: Come see for 

yourself ... 

Fun Facts: 

• New Jersey is the d iner capital of 

the world 

• New Jersey was host to the first­

ever baseball and footba ll games 

• New Jersey is the home of the 

first-ever shopp ing mall 

--------------------------. --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------. -------------. -------------------------------------------------------------
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THE 

FUTURE 
IS 

This is a critical time for Racquetball. It 's imp ortant that all 
involved in racqu etball underst and what is happening and what 
the future may be for the sport. It is the dream and the hope of 
the sport's leade rs that new initi atives will produce positive results 
and a growth curve for the sport . The sport's history show s that 
although there have been 
many of the same initiatives 
in the past (portable court , 
out side sponsor s, TV 
coverage, etc.), the sport 
failed to capitalize on these 
opportunities due to myopic 
planning, egot istical 
leadership and association 
infightin g. Th e key to 
today's success is the 
cooperative leaders hip of all 
facets of the sport. Leade rs 
must look beyond their own 
organizations at the Big 
Pictur e. Everyone must 
work together to determin e 
what is the most productive 
path for the sport as a 
whole. 

Racqu etball has been 
fortun ate to attract the 
support of some exceptional people. The new portable court 
would not be possible without the foresight and financial backing 
of Susan and Leo Klimaitis and Mar y and Pat Taylor from 
Illinois. Th e reason for their involvement and investm ent is 
simpl e - they love racqu etball and they wanted to create a vehicle 
to move the sport to the next level. Now it is up to USA 
Racquetball, the IRT and other associations to develop a plan to 
accomp lish their dream . 

In addition to Choice Hotel s, the involvement of two 

By Jim Hiser 

add itional major corporat ions, Motorola and Verizon Wirel ess, is 
a hug e stepp ing stone for the future of racquetball. Th ey see 
potential throu gh the IRT and the sport for tremendous brand 
awa reness and exposure only if racquetball emerges from the club 
level and is supported by a majo r network such as ESPN. The 

number of brand 
impr essions that a major 
public venue and network 
television can bring will not 
on ! y satisfy the return on 
investment for these 
corpora tions but will also 
open the doo rs for many 
new potential sponsors. 

What racquetball has 
done and is doing is not 
eno ugh. Again , the sport 
needs to expand beyond the 
clubs, to increase its visibility 
in orde r to bring more 
people back into the clubs 
and to the tournaments. 
Shopping malls, financial 
districts , public beaches and 
parks ... these are key venues 
for the new court . 

Th e sport must use its 
curr ent resources to fulfill the above objectives. Th e prof essionals 
need exposur e. Th eir charisma, athl eticism and skills need to be 
televised and visible. H ealth benefits of the sport need to be 
emp hasized and the opportunity for women and juniors mu st be 
publicized. The sport mu st attack the opportunities by using all 
its resour ces. Th e current fan base mu st supp ort the initiativ es. 

The Future is Now. If we are serious about taking racqu etball 
to the next level, we must move forward and seize all available 
opportunities. 
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FIRST CHOICE 
?\I OF PROFESSIONAL 
\ KILLERS 

LET•.aL 
L ~, .. :/ ~ !-- ,: : 1 . J,~C ~ -: rn[~~'_J 

J"'·' • Increases Stiffness for Blasting Power 
'· . • Stabilizes Frame for Solid Feel 

,
I • Allows Longest Possible Cross-Strings for • I Increased Stringbed Deflection and Power 

' . 

LARGER, STIFFER CYLINDERS 
IN HITTING AREA 

/
1 ' EXCLUSIVE 

,,._ ':, .• HI-COMPRESSION WING 
• TECHNOLOGY 

• 30% Thinner Frame for Quick Response and 
Maneuverability 

• Aerodynamic Frame Shape for Faster Swing Speed 
• Super-Thick Frame Walls Add Stiffness, Power and 

Durability ~~ 

~~-
\ 

MANEUVERABLE WING SHAPE 
WITH SUPER-THICK WALLS 

PATENTED 

EXTREME LONGSTRING 
TECHNOLOGY 
• Massive Power from Increased Stringbed Deflection 
• Mains Extend in Free Space from Head Through 

Handle for Lethal Power 
• All Crosses Extend to Outside Edges of the Frame, 

in Free Space, For Maximized Power 

_.,,..,,OM .. ·• \ ) 

ALL STRINGS ARE 
LONGEST POSSIBLE 

PATENTED 

DUAL CYLINDER 
CONSTRUCTION 

• Incredible Power & Stringbed Deflection. 
All Strings Are Longest Possible 

• Creates Solid, Stable Hitting Platform 
• Prevents Twist, Adds Power 

Patent #7,077,768B2 ~ 

And Patents Pendtng ~).·:✓,. 

Y<if 
TWO-CYLINDER DESIGN 

WITH EXTERNAL BRIDGE 

TWELVE RACQUETBALL 

POWER PATENTS -=-ii E-FORCE 
#6,764,417 #6,935,974 #7,077,768B1 #6,447,412B I 

#6,9S8,104 #6,796,916 #7,144,341B1 #S,919,104 
#D476,3865 #6,851,048 #7, I 40,9S8Bl #7,097,576 

EXCLUSIVE TECHNOLOGIES 
AVAILABLE ONLY FROM E-FORCE 

~- . YOU WANNA WIN OR WHAT1 
www.E-FORCE.COH 

[L[l,:r[X]ffi[L 5 200 
NXT-GEN 



(TENNIS TECHNOLOGIES 
DON'T CUT IT IN RACQUETBALL) 



NEW BEDLAM DAGGER HAS MORE POWER 
TECHNOLOGIES DESIGNED ONLY FOR RACQUETBALL 

THAN ANY COMPETITOR RACQUET. 

TWELVE RACQUETBALL 
· · POWER PATENTS 

' #6,764,417 #6,93S,974 #7,077,768B2 
' I #6,447,412B I #6,9S8, I 04 #6,796,916 

#7,144,341B1 #S,919,104 #D476,386S 
#6,BSl,048 #7,140,9S8B2 #7,097,576 

. ,..,;• 

EXCLUSIVE TECHNOLOGIES .,. 

AVAI \ E ONLY ~~g !"'•E'f ORCE 

150g/170g/175g 

NEW PATENTED DUAL CYLINDER POWER ZONES 

PATENTED 

.. ,.....,....,.., 

TWO-CYLINDER 
FRAME DESIGN 
IN CORNERS 

• Corner Crosses and Mains Are 
Longest Possible for Increased Power 

• Stabilizes Head of Fr,ame for Solid 
Feel at Impact 

• Prevents Twist, Adds Power 
and Control 

Patent #7,077,768B2 
And Patents Pending 

LONGSTRING SUPER-MAINS 
EXCLUSIVE 

COMPRESSION 
• Massive Power from Increased 

Stringbed Deflection 
• All Mains Extend In Free Space 

from Head Through Handle 
for Vicious Power 
Patent #S,919,104 

MAINSTRINGS ARE LONGEST POSSIBLE 

ti:.~ £-FORCE 
BECAUSE RACQUETBALL AIN'T TENNIS 

www.E-FORCE.COM 

TECHNOLOGY 
• 30% Thinner Frame for Quick-

Flicks and Maneuverability 
+ + • · 1-Y· '' • Aerodynamic Frame Shape for 
SS\01'1 -- ' Faster Swing Speed 

tO~l)\\£_.,.,·"'' ~ 1. • Super-Thick Frame Walls Add 
,., ·, ••"' Stiffness and Power 

COMPRESSED FRAME WITH SUPER-THICK WALLS 



Presenting Sponsor 

_p<!nn. 
Event Sponsor 

f EKTEIDH. 
Photography by Geoff Thomsen 
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2007 us 
NATIONAL 
DOUBLES 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Arizona State University Recreation Center , 
Tempe , AZ • September 26 -30, 2007 

US TEAM QUALIFYING DIVISIONS 

Women 
Aimee Ruiz and Jackie Paraiso-Rice won their first 

National Doubles title by defeating Kim Russell­
Waselenchuk and Kristen Bellows. This made it three 
straight for Aimee and a total of 19 national titles for Jackie. 

This was not the first time the two teamed up together -­
their first title came at the 2006 Pan American 
Championships in Guatema la. That key victory helped 
Team USA clinch the overall team championship. 

Men 
Mitch Williams and Ben Croft teamed up to win their 

first National Doubles championship. Mitch and Ben 
defeated last year 's second place team, Jeff Stark and Andy 
Hawthorne. 

Tournament Note: 
John Ellis and Jose Rojas have officially been awarded 

second place due to the forfeiture of Jeff Stark. Jeff refused 
to take an out-of-competition drug test and according to 
USOC/USADA rules, Jeff has been suspended and must 
forfeit his second place medal. 

Aimee Ruiz, Jackie Paraiso-Rice, Mitch Wi lliams and Ben 
Croft now qualify to represent the US at the Pan Am 
Championships in Costa Rica next April. 

Outstanding Performances: 
Nationa l Age Brackets 

Keith Minor and John Amatulli teamed up to win two of 
the more competitive divisions, Men's 35's and 40's. 

Merijean Kelley added to her treasure of gold medals by 
winning three divisions - Women 's 55's, Women's 60's and 
Mixed 60's. 

Elaine Dexter captured a gold medal in the Women's 
50's, then teamed up with Dave Azuma to defend their 
Mixed 50's title. Dave also teamed with Tom Travers to 
win the Men's 45's. 

I 

• 

) 



Skill Divisions 
Bruce Hub rich and Chu ck Evans won both the Men's C and 

Men's 55C. 

Ad rienne Velasquez and Nico Richardson won the Women's 
Band Women 's 35B. 

L Stephanie Winfrey won two gold medals, team ing with Mimi 

l 

Greene in Women's A and with Melody Gorno in Women's 35A. 

Upsets 
Mike Lubbers and Russ Bonnano defeated #I seeds Dave 

Azuma and Tom Travers in the Men's 50's. 

Bret Castelanelli and David Ortega put an end to Eric Barkey 
and Jim Bailey's bid for four straight national titles in the Men's 
55. 

Unknowns Jason Conway and Preston Tribbl e upset the #I 
seeds Brian Fredenberg and Oscar Macias in the Men's Open. 

Joseph Hassey and Susan Hendricks defeated the perennial 
national championship team of Kim Cameron and Rick Ramirez 
(#2 seeds) in the Mixed 50's. 

Still and Always a Threat 
The team of Mary Lyons and Sue Pfahler destroyed the very 

strong team of Debra Tisinger-Moor e and Malia Bailey in the 
Women's 40/45's. 

Noticeably Absent 
Last year's US National championship team of Jack Huzcek 

and Rocky Carson. Since the qualifying event for the World 
Championsh ips is the newly-scheduled February tourney, both 
players decided to skip this one. 

Cheryl Gudinas Holmes, who decided to skip this year's 
Doub les and rest up for the WPRO tour. 

Ed Remen , who has won the Men's 60's the past two years and 
is a consistent meda l winner at any national event. Ed suffered a 
knee injury only two weeks prior to the event . 

Tim Hansen, whose business forced him to miss the event . 
Tim won the Men's 40's and Men's 45's in 2006. 

Jimmy Lowe, who also is recovering from knee surgery. 
Jimmy won last year's Men's 40's with Tim Hansen and Mixed 
40's with Malia Bailey. 

Impressive Newcomers 
Jose Rojas, who teamed up with John Ellis to defeat the #4 

seeded team of Chris Crowther and Tim Doyle. Although Jose 
Rojas has been a dominant figure in junior racquetball and is well 
know n in California , this is the first time many people have had 
an opportunity to witness his impressive talent. 

Welcome Back! 
T im Doyle, forme r US Team player and top five ranking 

professional player, who teamed up with Chris Crowther . After 
the match, Tim expressed that the match was great fun and he 
will definitely be back. 

Fo r a complete results of this tournament, visit www.usar .org, 
choose Tournaments, then Results, then click on 2007 US 
Nationa l Doubles Champio nships. 

QUESTION: 
What are your thoughts about the pool play and round­

robin format for all the ladies divisions? 

We don 't like pool play or round 
robins . We believe you should play 
and if you lose you go home . If you 
play more than one division , round 
rob ins are too many games . 
- Jean ine Ove - Arnold MD & Marilyn 
Ross - Pittsburgh PA 

It' s great ! When you travel and have 
to spend so much money it is great to 
have an opportun ity t o play more 
matc hes. - Gail Schaefer, 
Randallstown MD 

I like t he pool forma t. It gives 
everyone more games and an 
opportun ity to play many different 
players. - Jody Nance , Stockton CA 

QUESTION: 
What are your feelings about 
the National Doubles moving to 
February? 

We do n't like the new date . Too close 
t o t his event fo r next year. Octobe r is 
a bett er t ime for us than February. -
Tina Joslin - Arlington TX, Ann 
Draugh t - Colleyv ille TX, Cheryl Bird -
Grapeville TX 

It doesn 't make much diffe rence t o 
me. Personally I like com ing to 
Phoenix in February! - Keith Minor, 
Channahon IL 

I will play if my job permits me to get 
away. The time of year really doesn 't 
matter . I love doubles so I will be there 
if I can make it . - Scott Consol i, 
Orlando FL 

Doesn't matter to me. I will be there 
but it would seem for most of the 
players February would be great time 
to travel to Phoenix! - Tom McKie, 
Garland TX 

I·,·.· "'""" .. _ ... 
---~ --.,-...... I~ 
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National Doubles Championships 
MEN'S DOUBLES US TEAM 
QUALIFYING • SINGLE ELIMINATION 

1st: Ben Croft I Mitch Williams - Lake 
Bluff, II/Pueblo, CO 

2nd: John Ellis/ Jose Rojas - Stockton, 
CA 

3rd: Brian Klee / Jason Samora -
Sacramento, CA/ Sacramento, CA 

MEN'S DOUBLES OPEN · SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Anthony Carson / Charles Pratt -
Portland, OR/Pueblo, CO 

2nd: Brian Klee / Jason Samora -
Sacramento, CA/ Sacramento, CA 

3rd: Dr. Jason Richard Conway / Preston 
Tribb 

MEN'S DOUBLES ELITE • SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Shane Pinkston/ Tommy Medina -
Scottsdale, AZ/Phoenix, AZ 

2nd: Gilbert Cepeda / Danny Newman -
San Jose, CA/Woodland, CA 

3rd: Dr. Jason Richard Conway / Preston 
Tribb 

MEN'S DOUBLES A · SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Tom Keogh / Brian Lesieur - Jackson 
Heights, NY/Hudson, NH 

2nd: Jonathan Clay/ Michael Patalano -
Middletown, NJ/Warwick, RI 

3rd: Joseph Villarreal / Rick Koll 

MEN'S DOUBLES B • SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Jim Latter/ Kevin Loop - San Jose, 
CA/Morgan Hill, CA 

2nd: John Quinn / Victor Pierson -
Peoria, AZ/Glendale, AZ 

3rd: Charles Stalder / Steve Nearents 

MEN'S DOUBLES C • SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Bruce Hubrich / Chuck Evans -
Louisville, KY/Louisville, KY 

2nd: Chris Wright/ Jackie Eaton -
Tempe, AZ/Glendale, AZ 

3rd: Lloyd Ferran / Ronald Maestas 

MEN'S DOUBLES M24A/25A - ROUND 
ROBIN 

1st: David Piper / Nathan Porter -
Avondale, AZ/Phoenix, AZ 

2nd: Ro Blackwood / Thomas Baker -
Oceanside, CA/Oceanside, CA 

3rd: Andrew Goldman / Salvatore 
Perconti 

MEN'S DOUBLES M24/25B/35B · 
SINGLE ELIMINATION 

1st: Jim Latter/ Kevin Loop - San Jose, 
CA/Morgan Hill, CA 

2nd: John Quinn / Victor Pierson -
Peoria, AZ/Glendale, AZ 

3rd: Mike Tanaka / Steven Hoover 

MEN'S DOUBLES 30+ - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Brian Fredenberg / Oscar Macias -
Frisco, TX/El Paso, TX 

2nd: Richard Eisemann / Ryan Rodgers -
Frisco, TX/Wylie , TX 

3rd: Ken Cheshire / Raymond Maestas 

MEN'S DOUBLES 35+ · ROUND ROBIN 
1st: John Amatulli / Keith Minor - St. 
John, IN/Channahon, IL 

2nd: Darin Randles / Tommy Medina -
Phoenix, AZ/Phoenix, AZ 

3rd: Gordon Kirkland / Scot Consoli 

MEN'S DOUBLES 35+ A · SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Andrew Kulback/ Eric Ju bin -
Maineville, OH/Missouri City, TX 

2nd: Harlan Faircloth / James Russell -
Winter Springs, FUChuluota, FL 

3rd: Drake Deavours / Jim Bono 

MEN'S DOUBLES 40+ · SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: John Amatulli / Keith Minor - St. 
John, IN/Channahon, IL 

2nd: Scot Consoli / Armando Alonso -
Orlando, Fl/Winter Springs, FL 

3rd: Ken Stone / Mark Nomura 

MEN'S DOUBLES 45+ • SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: David Azuma / Thomas Travers -
Lake Oswego, OR/Delray Beach, FL 

2nd: Danny Newman / Gilbert Cepeda -
Woodland, CA/San Jose, CA 

3rd: Armando Alonso / Gordon Kirkland 

MEN'S DOUBLES 45+ A · SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Billy Cannon / Ronald Martucci -
Montevallo, Al/Birmingham, AL 

2nd: Dana Cornelius / Darold Key -
Buckeye, AZ/Gilbert, AZ 

3rd: Bill Bouie / Al Shipman 

MEN'S DOUBLES 45+ B • SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: John Dalisky / Vic Koliczw - San 
Ramon, CA/CA 

2nd: Raymond Ross/ Tom Carey -
Portland, ME/Saco, ME 

3rd: Kenneth Joy/ Lynn Stephens 

MEN'S DOUBLES 50+ · SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Mike Lubbers/ Russ Bonanno -
Phoenix, AZ/North Massapequa, NY 

2nd: Eugene Pare / Troy Stallings -
Campbell, CA/Sioux Falls, SD 

3rd: Hatch Saakian / Ruben Gonzalez 

MEN 'S DOUBLES 55+ · SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Bert Castelanel Ii / David Ortega -
Lodi, CA/Stockton , CA 

2nd: Eric Barkey / Jim Bailey - Folsom, 
CA/Norfolk, VA 

3rd: Hatch Saakian / Ruben Gonzalez 

MEN'S DOUBLES 60+ · SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Craig Olsen / Thomas Mc Kie -
Grand Island, NE/Garland, TX 

2nd: Jon Walker/ Mike Pawka -
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Phoenix, AZ/San Diego, CA 
3rd: Fred Letter / Jerry Davis 

MEN'S DOUBLES SSC · ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Bruce Hubrich / Chuck Evans -
Louisville, KY/Louisville, KY 

2nd: Lloyd Ferran / Ronald Maestas -
Alberquerque, NM 

3rd: John Torres/ Ralph Torres 

MEN'S DOUBLES 45C 
1st: Dale Heath / Richard Hockenberry -
Surprise, AZ/Glendale, AZ 

2nd: Jakie Eaton/Roger Peterson 

MEN'S DOUBLES MSSA · ROUND 
ROBIN 

1st: Jon Christ / Steve Cohen - San 
Diego, CA/Orange, CA 

2nd: Barry Clyde / Mike Lippitt -
Danville, CA/Danville, CA 

3rd: Dr. Dennis Rajsich / Garry Carter 

MEN'S DOUBLES MSSB · ROUND 
ROBIN 

1st: Jim Verhaeghe/Thomas Lundy 
2nd: Rene Saucier/Tom Farley 
3rd: Ottis Capbell/Stan Lemon 

MEN'S DOUBLES M65 · ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Fred Letter / Jerry Davis - South 
Plainfield, NJ/Shaker Hts., OH 

2nd: Jerry Northwood / Luis Guerrero -
Prescott, AZ/San Gabriel, CA 

3rd: Ben Smith/Bob Kulscar 

MEN'S DOUBLES M70 - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Charlie Hamon/ Lee Graff 
2nd: Ken Moore/Paul Banales 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES US TEAM 
QUALIFYING - SINGLE ELIMINATION 

1st: Aimee Ruiz/ Jacqueline Paraiso -
Stirling, NJ/El Cajon, CA 

2nd: Kim Russell-Waselenchuk / Kristen 
Bellow - Brownsville, TX/Pleasant 
Grove, UT 

3rd: Janel Tisinger/ Rhonda Rajsich 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES WE - ROUND 
ROBIN 

1st: Tammarrian Rogers/ Wanda Collins 
- Renton, WA/Bellingham, WA 

2nd: Debra Tisinger-Moore / Karen Key -
Simi Valley, CA/Gilbert, AZ 

3rd: Marsha Berry/ Peggy Stephens 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES A · POOL PLAY 
1st: Mimi Greene I Stephanie Winfrey -
Mililani, HI/Clemmons, NC 

2nd: Darlene Olich / Susan Hendricks -
Gilbert, AZ/Phoenix, AZ 

3rd: Janine Libke / Kelly Werner 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES B · ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Adrienne Velasquez/ Nico 
Richardson - Upland, CA/Upland, CA 

2nd: Lawshe' Ballard / Michelle Wahl -
Carefree, AZ/Phoenix, AZ 

3rd: Glenda Lopez/ Lindy Kirkland 
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WOMEN'S DOUBLES C - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Amber Dirks / Heather Brady -
Glendale, AZ/Camp Lejeune, NC 

2nd: Julia Mouser/ Pearl Torres - Tustin, 
CA/El Dorado Hills, CA 

3rd: Leila Parnian / Margo Rainey 

WOMEN 'S DOUBLES W25A/35A -
ROUND ROBIN 

1st : Melody Gorno / Stephanie Winfr ey 
- Trenton, Ml/Clemmons, NC 

2nd: Lethi Delisle / Thao Le - Tampa, 
Fl/Herndon , VA 

3rd: Laura Nativ idad / Mimi Greene 

WOMEN 'S DOUBLES W35B - ROUND 
ROBIN 

1st: Adrienne Velasquez/ Nico 
Richardson - Upland, CA/Upland, CA 

2nd: Lawshe' Ballard / Michelle Wahl -
Carefree, AZ/Phoenix, Al. 

3rd: Cherilyn Toland / Diana Johnson 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES W45B - ROUND 
ROBIN 

1st: Adrienne Velasquez/ Nico 
Richardson - Upland, CA/Upland , CA 

2nd: Lan Huynh/Lethi Delisle 

WOMEN 'S DOUBLES W40 - POOL PLAY 
1st: Mary Lyons/ Susan Pfahler -
Neptune Beach, Fl/Neptune Beach, FL 

2nd: Debra Tisinger-Moore I Malia 
Bailey - Simi Valley, CA/Norfolk, VA 

3rd: Lori Soares/ Roxanne Davis 

WOMEN'S DOUB LES W45 - POO L PLAY 
1st: Mary Lyons/ Susan Pfahler -
Neptune Beach, Fl/Neptune Beach, FL 

2nd: Debra Tisinger-Moore / Malia 
Bailey - Simi Valley, CA/Norfolk , VA 

WOME N'S DOUBLES W45A - POOL 
PLAY 

1st: Carmen Alatorre-Martin / Kim 
Cameron 

2nd: Barbara Ahern/ Cheryl Kirk 
3rd: Amy Eaton/ Dianne Doerschell 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES 50+ - POOL PLAY 
1st: Elaine Dexter/ Linda Moore -
Pleasanton, CA/Lincoln , NE 

2nd: Leslie Pawka / Susan Hendricks -
San Diego, CA/Phoenix, Al. 

3rd: Carmen Alatorre-Mart in I Kim 
Cameron 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES 55+ - ROUND 
ROBIN 

1st: Merijean Kelley I Nancy Kronenfeld 
- Palo Alto, CA/Park Ridge, IL 

2nd: Joann Johnson / Terry Ann Rogers 
- Bellingham, WA/San Mateo, CA 

3rd: Jeanine Ove / Marilyn Ross 

WOMEN 'S DOUBLES SSA - ROUND 
ROBIN 

1st: CeCe Palaski/Marquita Molina 

WOMEN'S DOUB LES W60 - ROUND 
ROBIN 

1st: Merijean Kelley I Nidia Funes - Palo 
Alto, CA/Novato, CA 

2nd: Marquita Molina / Mary Lou Furaus 
- Wasco, CA/Goodyear, Al. 

3rd: Gail Schaefer I Mildred Gwinn 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES W65 - ROUND 
ROBIN 

1st: Gail Schaefer I Mildred Gwinn 

MIXED DOUBLES OPEN - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Andy Hawthorne / Diane Moore -
Tallmadge, OH/Griffith , IN 

2nd: Janel Tisinger / Jason Samora -
Simi Valley, CA/Sacramento , CA 

3rd: Aimee Ruiz/ Sanjay Laforest 

MIXED DOUBLES ELITE - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Roxanne Davis / Marc Pollack -
Murrieta, CA/San Diego, CA 

2nd: Kimberly Ferina / Tom Keogh -
Rockaway Park, NY/Jackson Heights, 
NY 

3rd: Keri Guarino / Russ Bonanno 

M IXED DOUBLES A - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st : Martin McDermott/ Tina Joslin -
Dallas, TX/ Arlington , TX 

2nd: Dennis French / Dorcy Norton -
Encinitas, CA/Escandido, CA 

3rd: Roman Levitskiy / Dianne Doerschel 

MIXED DOUBLES B - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st : Frank Vail / Linda White - Ambler, 
PA/Chalfont, PA 

2nd: Juan Diaz / Nico Richardson -
Riverside, CA/Upland , CA 

3rd: Lynn Stephens / Mimi Greene 

M IXED DO UBLES C - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Pearl Torres / Ralph Torres - El 
Dorado Hills, CA/El Dorado Hills, CA 

2nd: Chris Wr ight / Jessica Montemayor 
- Tempe, AZ/Mesa , Al. 

3rd: Barbara Ahearn / Randy Jacquart 

MIXED DOUBLES MX25 - ROUND 
ROBIN 

1st: Keely Franks/ Oscar Macias -
Euless, TX/El Paso, TX 

MIXED DOUBLES MX30 - ROUND 
ROBIN 

1st: Ben Simons / Rachel Gellman -
Mesa, AZ/El Mirage, Al. 

2nd: Dr. Jason Richard Conway / Karen 
Key 

3rd: Bronc Hughes/Debra Nathan 

MIXED DOUBLES 35+ - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Beth Neff/ Rafael Filippini -
Puyallup, WA/Bonita, CA 

2nd: Liz Alvarado / Mark Malowitz 
3rd: Linda Moore/John Amatulli 

M IXED DOUBLES 40+ - ROUND ROBIN 
1st: Jody Nance / Mark Nomura - Lodi, 
CA/Fremont , CA 

2nd: Martin McDermott/ Tina Joslin -
Dallas, TX/Arlington, TX 

3rd: Dorcy Norton / Michael Guyer 

MIX ED DOUBLES 45 + - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: Glenn Bell / Malia Bailey -
Nederland, TX/Norfolk, VA 

2nd: Debra Tisinger-Moore I Troy 
Stallings - Simi Valley, CA/Sioux Falls, 
SD 

3rd: Ken Stone I Linda Moore 

MIXED DOUBLES 50+ - SINGLE 
ELIMINATION 

1st: David Azuma / Elaine Dexter - Lake 
Oswego , OR/Pleasanton, CA 

2nd: Joseph Hassey I Susan Hendricks -
Las Vegas, NV/Phoen ix, Al. 

3rd: Chris Evon / Gordon Kirkland 

MIXED DOUBLES 55+ - ROUND ROBIN 
1st : Debbie Chaney / Denny Vincent -
Indianapolis, IN/Blacklick, OH 

2nd: Steve Cohen / Terry Ann Rogers -
Orange , CA/San Mateo , CA 

3rd: George Heide lmeier / Nancy 
Kronenfeld 

MIX ED DOUBLES MX60 / 65 - POOL 
PLAY 

1st : Merijean Kelley I Mike Pawka - Palo 
Alto , CA/San Diego, CA 

2nd: Cece Palaski / Stan Lemon -
Ranchos de Taos, NM/San Diego, CA 

3rd: Jerry Northwood / Mary Lou Furaus 
- Prescott, AZ/Goodyear, Al. . 

MIXED DOUBLES MX6 5 
1st : Luis Guerrero I Nidia Funes - San 
Gabriel, CA/Novato , CA 

2nd: Lee Graff/ Mildred Gwinn - Bend, 
OR/Waxhaw, NC 

3rd: Charlie Hamon / Gail Schaffer -
Poulsbo, WA/Randallstown, MD 
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NMRA 
ACTMTIES By Bruce Adams, NMRA Secretary 

The National Masters Racquetball 
Association (NMRA) is getting stronger and 
better. With over 900 members aged 45 years 
and over, we look forward to going to Utah 
in March 2008 for the National 
Championships. We will be playing on 20+ 
courts at Orem Fitness Center and Utah 
Valley State College. Orem is located about 
40 miles south of Salt Lake City. The host 
hotel, which will be used for registration, 
hospitality and the banquet, will be the Provo 
(Utah) Marriott Hotel & Conference Center. 
Shuttle service will be provided from the 
hotel and between both clubs. Be sure and 
register for your rooms early. Check out the 
website www.nmra.info for the application 
and more particulars on the event. You are 
encouraged to register online at 
www .R2Sports.com. 

And for those who are planning vacation 
next summer, the International 
Championships will return to West Allis, 
Wisconsin. If you would like to be a sponsor, 
or if you know of someone who would like to 
be a sponsor, contact Tom Curran at 513-490-
7472. 

Congratulations to the many, many 
NMRA players participating in the 40th 
USAR National Doubles Championships in 
Tempe, Arizona at the Arizona State 
University Recreational Center. There were 
a lot of great matches and the championship 
court matches were telecast live at 
www.racquetballonline .tv. Be sure and go to 
the www.R2Sports.com website for all of the 
details on results. 

We had an absolutely out standing time at 
Overland Park, Kansas this past July, 
receiving many positive comments, and we 
thank everyone for the participation . The 
Board members are striving to make 
upcoming events classy, on-time , and lots of 
fun . 

Th e NMRA is dedicated to the matur e 
racquetball player 45 years old and older. All 
matches (singles, doubles, and mixed doubles) 
are self-officiated and round-robin format, at 
our two annual events --No More One 
Round and Out. Your first event does not 
requ ire membe rship to the association, but 
we wish you would join. We look forward to 
having you join us at an upcoming event. 

In Memory of Bob Fennell desk volunteer in Houston every year. 
On a sad note, we lost a real racquetball 

pioneer and enthusiast with the death of 
Robert (Bob) Fennell on September 06, 2007, 
in Houston. In his 

Bob was instrumental in fostering a $3,000 
matching contribution partnership between 
the HRA and NMRA in support of Junior 

passing, Bob leaves us 
with warm memories of 
his complete dedication 
and love for the sport and 
for all those who had the 
honor and pleasure to be 
called his friend. Bob 
never married nor had any 
children, but he left quite 
a family from his 
submarine career in the 
Navy and his engineering 
career at NASA. 

There are many of us 
who love racquetball, but 
few who manage to affect 
it at every level of the 
sport . Bob's active 
support of the Nationa l 
Masters Racquetball 
Association (NMRA); 
USA Racquetb all (USAR); 
International Racqu etball 

I was very sorry to hear about Bob, 
he truly will be missed. Over the 
past several years I have had the 
privilege to talk to Bob during our 
tournaments and he was a very 
interesting man. I was especially 
interested about his time and 
adventures in the Navy. He was a 
volunteer in submarine duty and 
during those times being in a sub 
was something that is hard to 
relate to if you cannot talk to an 
actual submarine man . He gave 
me one of his personal books on 
submarines that really described 
what he experienced during his 
time in the Navy. He was a great 
American and he will not be 
forgotten. We will all miss Bob. 

- From Randy Stafford, 
USAR Board President 

racquetball. His unselfish 
nature allowed many 
junior players the joy of 
competing in PROAm 
Doubles charity events. 
Many Masters players 
treasured Bob as a lifelong 
friend. Over the past few 
years he would pay his 
entry fees, not play in the 
event, but would 
volunteer to help make 
the tourney successful. At 
the US Open, he 
purchased the "F riends of 
Bob" table and allowed 
many players to sit front 
row at the portable glass 
court at The Racquet 
Club of Memphis. Bob 
Fennell was most 
hospitable, he had quit e 
the uniqu e and wonderful 
laugh , and he will be most 
sorely missed. Tour (IRT) ; Intern ational Racquetball 

Federation (!RF); the US Open; his beloved 
Houston Racquetball Association (HRA; 
Treasurer); and Team Ektelon touched every 
level of player in our sport. Nationa l Singles 
players will remember him as a welcome 

Per Bob's wishes, donations in his 
memory may be sent to: Tom Cu rran , 
Executive Director, NMRA, Future 
Foundation, 1015 Cardinal Drive NW, 
Wilson, NC 27896. 
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Women's Day Racquetball 
Clinic 2007byJeanTrimble 

Th e Orl and o Fitn ess and Racque t Club 
in Orl ando Florida hosted the 2007 Women's 
Day Clinic held on June 9th . Th e Flor ida 
Racqu etball Association along with the Club 
helped finance the event in an effort to 
promote women's racquetball. 

Thi s year's event proved once aga in to be 
highly successful. . . and fun! Th irty women 
from around the state met for a day of 
instru ction, camarade rie, on-court play, a 
few laughs and the opportunit y to meet new 
players and mak e new friends. T he ladies 
were given instru ction by seven AmP ro 
certi fied instru ctors: Susan Pfahler, Karen 
Bouchard, Sue H ann , Vivian Gomez, Jean 
Trimbl e, Kassi H err, and Laura Brandt . 
After the mornin g instru ction, these ladies 
were on hand both to play and to give 
indi vidual pointers to the attendees. 

T he day began at 8:30 a.m. with 
registration and int rod uctions. Afte rwards, 
all participants could take their choice of 
which cour t/instru ctor they wanted to go to 

for 30-minu te lessons on forehand, 
backhand, serve and serve retu rn , or pointers 

on actual play durin g 
the game. At the end of 
each half-hour session, 
they could then rota te 
to a different court for 
anothe r lesson. Th ere 
was an hour break for 
lunch, du ring which 
Laura Brandt hosted a 
Q&A session and 
everyone had the 
chance to win pr izes 
provided by our 
sponsors . Than k you 
Ektelon, Wi lson, and 
the Flor ida Racquetball Association! After 
lunch all of the participants mixed it up and 
played each other in 11 point games un til we 
finally called it quits around 5:00 p.m. 

Mage lla Kirby was awa rded a free ent ry 
to the next FRA sponsored tou rnament of 
her choice for encouraging and/o r bringing 
approximately 15 ladies to attend the 
Women's Day Clinic. You go, girl ! 

A huge and very sincere thank you to 

Mike Majer (we love you, Mike!) and T he 
Orlando Fitn ess and Racquet Club who 
hosted the event and made it possible to run 
the clinic. We tru ly cannot express our 
appreciation enough for your support and 
partnersh ip. 

The FRA plans to sponsor the event 
again next year. Dates and locations will be 
posted on the FRA website. 

PEORIRS 3rd ANNUAL By Jim Maroon, Peoria 
RFTC Co- Director 

RACQUET FOR THE CURE 
Peor ia, Illinois held its 3rd Annual 

Racquet for the Cur e (RFTC) tournament 
on August 24 & 25 at Landmark Racquet & 
Health Club. This racquetba ll event was 
held in support of The Peoria Memorial 
Affiliate of Susan G. Kamen for the Cure. 
The foundation was estab lished in l 982 to 
help fight breast cancer by funding research 
grants and supporting education, screening 
and treatment projects in communities 
around the world. 

Players came from Illinois, Iowa and 
Indiana. The format was a two-day 
racquetball event beginning Friday even ing 
with Women's Singles, Women' s Doubles, 
and to include the men , Mixed Doubles. 
This year the fund raising event added a new 
item to Friday night: "Casino Nite." Jim 
and Monica Freaner took charge of putting 
this activity together. We played Texas 
Ho ld 'em, Black Jack and Crown & Anchor. 
Players made a donation to Susan G. Kamen 
for the Cure in exchange for poker chips. At 
the end of the evening, the chips were traded 
in for some very nice prizes. 

Saturday was a full day of racqu etball. 
The final matches finished at 6 p.m . just in 
time for cocktail hour followed by an awa rds 
banquet, slide show, silent auction and 
dance. Guest speakers includ ed Dave & 
Becky Auer (Race for the Cu re Chairs), Pam 
Schubach, CEO of Peoria YWCA and Jim 
Maroon, Peoria RFTC. Cheryl Kirk 
presented a check for $2,8000 to Dave & 
Becky from a raffle held in Hou ston, TX by 
the USA Racquetball Women 's Commit tee 
at National Singles, from a painting enti tled 
"Spirit of the Journey" created by racquetball 
legend Ruben Gonzalez. 

Many companies and individuals were 
sponsors donating money, gift certificates 
and items to assist with expenses, awa rds and 
the silent auct ion. We exceeded our 
fundraising goal again this year. A donation 
in the amount of$9,200 will be presented to 

Linda Maricle, Program Director of the 
Peoria Memorial Affiliate of the Susan G. 
Kamen for the Cure by Pam and Jim. This 
brings our three year donation total to 
$25,000! 

RFTC Committee members L to R are 
Monica Freaner, JoAnn Wickw ire, Jim 
Freaner, Karen Carter , Jim Maroon, 
Joann Kempthorne , Gail Goeppinger, 
Pam Schubach, Traci Steen and Gary 
Steiger . Not pictured are Bob Schwab 
and John Snarr. 

Thanks to the support of our sponsors, 
the tournam ent players, the Planning & 
Fundraising Committee, the Advisory 
Committee and the many volunteers for 
making this event a success! Plans are 
underway for the 4th Annual Racqu et for 
the Cure tournament in Peoria to help fight 
breast cancer in 2008. 
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Pro Penn HD 
The uR1mate h1r;ih performance 
racquetball Top players 1n the 
world ar;iree that Pro Penn HD 
is the most visible ball ever 
produced. even at speeds 
near 200 MPH. 

• 2007 IRT Year End Ra11K1ng 

JacK HuczeK 
#l ranKed player 
1n the world• 

Pro Penn 
The Dfflc1al Ball of USA 
Racquetball maKes Pro Penn 
the most widely used ball 1n 
tournament play. 

The Ball Matters™ 

Penn 1s the only racquetball made 
1n the USA and 1s considered the 

gold standard 1n the industry. 
Located 1n Phoenix, Arizona. the 

world's largest racquetball factory 
produces our entire llne of quality 
racquetballs. As the off1c1al ball of 

the US Open, the IRT, the IRF and USA 
Racquetball. nearly every maJor 

event 1n the sport trusts Penn. 

CNLY • ALL 

• 
MADE IN 

USA 

Dff1c1al ball of: 

www.pennracquetcom 

Penn Balllst1c Penn Ultra-Blue 
Dur fastest ball ever! The The ball that set the standard 
new Penn Ballistic 1s spec ially for which all other racquetballs 
designed for outdoor racquetball are measured. 
- 1nclud1nt;1 increased clurabdlty 
and maximum v1s1bdlty. Experi­
ence the hr;ihternnr;i fast thrills of 
Pem's new Balhsl1c racquetball! 

#l Selfinq Baff 
rntheWarfd 

I 





OFFICIAL GEAR FROM USA RACQUETBALL 

Ladies Fleece Jacket,,,,,,' 

Price: $48.00 

, 

.. .. .. .. 

, 

, , , , 

, , , , 

Fleece Blanket w/Strap 
Price: $25 .00 

.. .. .. .. 
l...ad"ies 1/4 zip Micro Fleece 

Price: $45.00 

, , 

Men's 1/4 zip Micro Fleece 
,' Price: $45.00 

, 

, , , , 

Ladies Silk Touch Jacket 
Price: $30.00 

Velour Golf Towel 
, Price: 15.00 
I 
I 
I • 



'L 

FAST•FU 
FITNESS 

_,, , , 

Mouse Pad 
Price: $11.95 

,' 

, , , 

15oz Mug 
Price: $15.95 

~~OPEATYQ~ 
' ' " ' 

License Plate 
Price: $14.95 

' ' ' ' '• 

RACQUETBALL 

Dog Tag Necklace 
Price: $11.95 

•ii -LI 4El!!i' F5' ',, 
,,::,,F:,c;=- L3 L.IIEE~Dllll,,,,L....L.... ', 

l zr rm•• ---, 

FAST~ FUN~ FITNESS 

To Order: 800-234-5396 

11ozMug 
Price: $14.95 

Stainless Steel Travel Mug 
Price: $19 .95 



EVENT11TLE EVENT START EVENT END FACILITY NAME CITY. STATE 

07 CO STATE DOUBLES 11/ 29/ 07 5:00pm 12/2/07 4:00pm Highlands Ranch Recreat ion Center Highlands Ranch, CO 

07 OH HOLIDAY MAGIC ALL DBLS TNMT 11/ 30/ 07 12/2/07 PREMIER ATHLETIC CLUB COLUMBUS, OH 

07 MN STATE DOUBLES 11/ 30/07 12/2/07 Central Courts Columbia Heights , MN 

07 FL COOL CANDY CANE TOURNAMENT 11/ 30/07 12/2/07 YMCA - LAKELAND LAKELAND, FL 

07 Ml STATE DOUBLES 11/ 30/ 07 12/2/07 TOTAL SPORTS HARRISON TOWNSHIP, Ml 

07 MD St Nick Splat 11 / 30/ 07 8:00am 12/2/0 7 11 :OOpm SEVERNA PARK RACQUETBALL AND FITNESS CLUB MILLERSVILLE, MD 

07 WA Auburn VW Open 11 / 30/ 07 12:00pm 12/2/07 6:00pm BALLY'S TOTAL FITNESS - KENT KENT, WA 

07 Dallas Doubles Series V Invitational 11 / 30/ 07 6:00pm 12/2/0 7 3:00pm LANDMARK FITNESS FACTORY DALLAS, TX 

07 IN STATE DOUBLES 12/1 / 07 12/2/07 1 0:OOpm OMNI 41 SPORTS COMPLEX SCHERERVILLE, IN 

07 PA TRI STATE OPEN 12/1/07 12/2/0 7 CHALFONT ATHLETIC CLUB CHALFONT, PA 

07 NY Long Island Holiday Classic 12/ 1/ 07 8:00am 12/2/07 4:00pm AMRITRAJ RACQUET & HEALTH SPA BAY SHORE, NY 

07 IL One Day Ladies Tournament 12/2/07 8:00am 12/2/07 5:00pm Schaumburg Tennis Plus Schaumburg, IL 

07 Courts For A Cure 12/7/ 07 12/9/ 07 COURTS PLUS OF JACKSONVILLE JACKSONVILLE, NC 

07 NJ Open 12/7/ 07 12/9/ 07 THE CLUB AT WOODBRIDGE WOODBRIDGE, NJ 

07 ND HAPPY JOE'S OPEN 12/7 / 07 12:00pm 12/9/ 07 6:00pm CENTER COURT FITNESS CLUB Grand Forks, ND 

07 DE HOLIDAY SHOOTOUT 12/8/ 07 12/8/ 07 KIRKWOOD FITNESS & RACQUETBALL CLUB WILMINGTON, DE 

07 Holiday Racquetball Shootout 12/8/ 07 8:00am 12/8/ 07 1 0:OOpm MAVERICK ATHLETIC CLUB ARLINGTON, TX 

07 MN LIFETIME FITNESS WINTER OPEN 12/14/07 12/16/0 7 Northwest Athletic Club - 98th Street Bloomington, MN 

07 3RD ANNUAL GRAND SLAM ST NICK'S SHOOTOUT 12/15/ 07 12/16/ 07 YMCA - DOWNTOWN HOUSTON HOUSTON, TX 

07 Cowboy Santa 12/15/ 07 9:00am 12/15/ 07 6:00pm MAVERICK ATHLETIC CLUB ARLINGTON, TX 

08 OH WINTER FREEZE 1/4/ 08 1/6/08 SPRINGFIELD ATHLETIC CLUB SPRINGFIELD, OH 

08 NY Fishkill Winter Festival 1/4/ 08 5:00pm 1/6/08 4:00pm ALLSPORT FITNESS CLUB-FISHKILL FISHKILL, NY 

08 OH WINTER OPEN 1/ 11/ 08 1/ 13/ 08 BAYWINDS RACQUET CLUB SANDUSKY, OH 

08 MN JANUARY LIFETIME MOORE LAKE TNMT 1/ 11/ 08 1/ 13/ 08 Northwest Athletic Club - Moore Lake Fridley, MN 

08 MWRA Doubles Championships 1/ 11/ 08 8:00am 1/ 13/ 08 11 :OOpm SPORT FIT LAUREL RACQUET & HEALTH CLUB LAUREL, MD 

08 WA Winterblast 1 / 11 / 08 12:00pm 1 / 13/ 08 6:00pm Lynnwood Baily's Total Fitness Lynnwood, WA 

08 NC Build The Arc 1/ 11/ 08 5:00pm 1/ 13/ 08 4:00pm COURTS PLUS OF NEW BERN NEWBERN , NC 

08 LOUISVILLE YMCA 7TH SPIRIT TOURNEY 1 / 11 / 08 6:00pm 1/ 13/ 08 6:00pm YMCA - OF GREATER LOUISVILLE LOUISVILLE, KY 

08 NY City Pro Am - IRT Event 1/ 17/0 8 2:00pm 1/20/ 08 5:00pm SPORTSET - SYOSSET CLUB SYOSSET, NY 

08 MN HALL OF FAME TOURNAMENT 1/ 18/ 08 1/ 20/08 Central Courts Columbia Heights , MN 

08 OH HEAD RACQUETBALL TOUR 1/ 18/ 08 1/2 0/08 THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY COLUMBUS, OH 

08 Salina Family YMCA Mid-America Racquetball Classic 1/ 18/08 5:00pm 1/ 20/08 7:00pm YMCA - SALINA SALINA, KS 

08 5TH ANNL CARDI LE BROS DE STATE DOUBLES 1/ 19/08 1/20/ 08 KIRKWOOD FITNESS & RACQUETBALL CLUB WILMINGTON , DE 

08 MD Lake Forest Shootout 1/ 19/08 8:00am 1/ 19/ 08 11:00pm Lakeforest Sport & Health Club GAITHERSBURG, MD 

08 MN RAC N ROLLOUT 1/ 25/08 1/27/ 08 Rochester Athletic Club Rochester, MN 

08 19TH ANNL WSMRA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 1/ 25/08 1/ 27/ 08 The Athletic Club Of Overland Park OVERLAND PARK, KS 

08 AZ STATE DOUBLES 1 / 25/08 5:00pm 1 /27 / 08 5:00pm LA FITNESS CHANDLER 11 CHANDLER, AZ 
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#1 CHOICE OF PROS & AMATEURS 

OFFICIIIL GRIP OF TH/! 

~ @ LI l!liSF!I - -- --- ~- - & . ~" .. '~ u. --

"It's a Fact . .. nothing does 
grip like a Python. " 

#1 Jack Huczek 

Python Grips (18 colors including 
new white) / Rads / Zone Strings 

Wristlacers / Undergloves 
Dry Grip / Dynaflex / Gyros 
Python Wraps/ Anti-Slip & 
Anti-Fog Sprays/ Patches 

T-Shirts / Cell-mates 

PYrHOH RACQUETBALL. com 
"Clteclf out ow ....... 

"Simply the Best Eyeguards ... " 
#1 Jack Huczek 

& WPRO's Laura Fenton 

New ImprovedTurbos (10 Colors) 
Turbo Ambers / Oxygen/Super LX 

Jr./Ladies II/ Interchangeables 
Sunglasses / Protective Hardcases 

Mfg . By Infinite Products, Inc . 
Free Pouch & Headstrap 
Anti-Fog• Anti-Scratch 

PRESCRIPTIOII ADAPTABLE# 
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOHE 

800-456-4305 
FAX : 770-751-9469 python3 @mindspring .rnm 

VISIT US ONLINE AT 
www.usaracquetball.com 

HOLABIRD SPORTS 
FACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER 

CALL 410-687-6400 
CELEBRATING OUR 26th YEAR 

* ONLY AT HOLABIRD * 
ALL ORDERS - ONE LOW S4.95 SHIPPING CHARGE FOR 

UNLIM ITED QUANTITY - SHIPPED WITHIN 48 HOURS 

www.holabirdsports.com 
RACQUET BALL RACQUETS-STRUNG 

I NOW OFFERING FREE SHIPPING ON MOST RACQUETS! I 
EKTELON 

03 BLACK ........................ 179.00 
03 COPPER .................... 229.00 
03 RED ......................... 149.00 
03 SILVER ....................... 129.00 
03 WHITE ........................ 199.00 
03 RG ............................ 199.00 
03 HYBRID DIABL0 .......... 57.95 
03 HYBRID SHARK .......... 99.00 
AIR LAUNCH ................. 49.95 
AIAO BOLT ........................ 49.95 
DPR 2500 LITE ................. 99.00 
MORE ATTACK ............... 79.00 
MORE DOMINANT ............ 69.00 
TRIPLE THREAT VENDETTA. 54.95 
TRIPLE THREAT WARRIOR .. 58.95 

WILSON 
K POWER ..................... 179.00 
K SURGE ........ . .......... 149.00 
K TOUR ... ...................... 199.00 
K ZEN ........................... 119.00 
n BLADE ....................... 129.00 
n PRO ..... ..................... 89.00 
n RAGE .......................... 149.00 
NANO CARBON ACE ..... .49.95 

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE 

HEAD 
EXTREME 170 ......... ... 199.00 
EXTREME 180 ............. 179.00 
EXTREME 190 .............. 159.00 
I. 165 ................. ......... ... 69.95 
LIQUIDMETAL 170 ............ 98.95 
LIQUIDMETAL !GS 175 ... 108.95 
MX 170 ........................... 159.00 
MX 180 ................ ......... 139.00 
MX 190 ......................... 119.00 
MEGABLAST 175 ............. 79.00 
NANO Ti BLAST 2008 ....... 34.95 
NANO Ti CYBER 2008 ...... 41.95 
Ti RAPTOR ......................... 24.95 

E-FORCE 
BEDLAM DAGGER 150 .179.95 
BEDLAM DAGGER 170 .169.95 
BEDLAM DAGGER 175 .159.95 
BEDLAM LITE 170 ........... 79.95 
DANGER ......................... 64.95 
GLADIATOR ................. . 44.95 
LP BEDLAM 170 ............. 99.95 
LP JUDGEMENT 165 ..... 119.95 
LETHAL NXT GEN 160 .. 239.95 
LETHAL NXT GEN 170 .. 199.95 
LETHAL NXT GEN 175 .. 199.95 
LETHAL NXT GEN 190 .. 189.95 
SHOCK. . ..... . ................ 34.95 

RACQUETBALL BALLS 
4 CANS-3 PER CAN 6 CANS-2 PER CAN 

EKTELON PREMIUM SELECT 10.75 EKTELON CLASSIC-BLK .16.95 
PENN BALISTIC ............... 12.95 EKTELON FIREBALLS ..... 16.95 
PENN ULTRA BLUE ......... 10.95 
PRO PENN GREEN .... .... 12.95 
PRO PENN HIGH DEFINITION.13.95 
WILSON CHAMPIONSHIP .. 9.40 
WILSON Ti TOUR ................ 9.95 

EYEGUARDS 
BLACK KNIGHT: 

TURBO.... .. .... 15.95 
E-FORCE: 

CRYSTAL WRAP .............. 16.95 
DUAL FOCUS ............... 19.95 

EKTELON: 
03 BONES .................... 24.95 
MIRAGE II ...................... 7.95 
MORE GAME ................. 16.95 
MORE GAME ALL-COURT 31.95 
QUANTUM .................. 23.95 
SPECTOR ...................... 18.95 
SPEED ........................... 21.95 
STROBE ......................... 13.95 
VENDETTA ..................... 10.95 

HEAD: 
IMPULSE ..... . . . .... ... ... 6.95 
PRO ELITE ............. 19.95 
PRO TECH .................. 15.95 
RAVE ............................. 11.95 

WILSON AVIATOR ........... 17.50 
WILSON JET .................... 10.50 
WILSON n VUE ................ 44.95 

GIANT CANS 
12 BALLS 

PENN ULTRA BLUE .......... 9.95 
PRO PENN GREEN ......... 12.95 

SPORT BAGS 
E-FORCE: 

BACK PACK .. ............ 29.95 
LARGE SPORT ........... 49.95 
MEDIUM SPORT ............ 39.95 

EKTELON: 
03 BACK PACK ................. 35.95 
03 LONGBODY BACK PK 37.95 
03 CLUB ........ ............... 45.95 
03 DUAL PACK .................. 28.95 
03 RG CLUB ................ 41.95 
03 TOUR ............... ........ 49.95 
SLING PACK ....... ........... 14.95 

HEAD RACQUETBALL: 
BACK PACK. ................. 29.95 
CLUB ......... ......... ....... 42.95 
TOUR.... .. ..... ....... 49.95 
ULTRA COMB! ......... . 36.95 

WILSON ALL GEAR ........ 34.95 
WILSON BACK PACK ..... 34.95 

GLOVES 
E-FORCE • EKTELON 

NEUMAN• HEAD• WILSON 

INDOOR SHOES 
ASHAWAY: 

3500 i-MEN .......... 74.95 
5500 i-MEN ................... 79.95 

HI-TEC: 
4: SYS-MEN / LADIES. 84.95 
VENOM :,-!_ADIE$ ....... 56.95 
WRAPTOR-MEN .......... 49.95 

EKTELON: 
CLASSIC 1.0-MEN ......... 46.95 
NFS CLASSIC 1.5-MID-M . ..47.95 
QT SCREAM-MID-MEN ... 69.00 
QUIKTRAC GT-MID-M ..... 79.00 
T9 ROADSTER-LO/MD-M. 73.95 

ADIDAS: 
STABIL 7-MEN .. .. .... . 79.95 
VUELO CC-MEN ..... ..... 67.95 

NEW BALANCE (WIDTHS): 
CT 653 GUM-MEN ........ 49.95 
WCT 653 GUM-LADIES 49.95 

PRINCE: 
INDOOR IV-MEN ........ 62.95 
NFS '03 SQUASH-M ... 61.95 
NFS INDOOR II-MEN . 55.95 

WILSON EM 6-LO/MID·M. 54.95 
WILSON EM 7-MID-MEN .. 69.95 
WILSON EB 7-LADIES ...... 52.95 

UNDER ARMOUR ®-GREAT SELECTION! 
CHECK OUR WEB FOR HOTTEST STYLES 

SHOP SHOWROOM OUTLET-PHONE-MAIL-FAX 
ALL MAJOR TENNIS & SQUASH RACQUETS, BAGS, SHOES 

& ACCESSORIES - LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES EVER! 

9220 PULASKI HWY.• BALTIMOR~ MD 21220 
CALL 410-687-6400 • FAX 410-b87-73H 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-5 • SATURDAY 9-3:30 
- SMALL ADDITIONAL SHIPPING OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL U.S. -

- MD. RESIDENTS ADD 5% - FREE CATALOG -





Nominations for the USA 
Racquetball Annual Awards 

Nominations for the USA Racquetball Annual Awards are due by February 
28, 2008. These awaras are based on the preceding year. 

Joe Sobek Outstanding Contribution Award: This award is based on an outstanding commitment to the sport of 
racquetball. 

Presidential Award: This award is given to the State President who has exhibited outstanding organizational 
performances in his/her state. 

John Halverson Fair Play Award: This award is for anyone who had an exceptional gesture of fair play carried out 
during the year or for anyone who has a sports career which has consistently signified a sp irit of fair play over the years . 

Peggy Steding Female Age Group Award: An outstanding female athlete, age 35 and over, is chosen on the basis of 
her performance record for the preceding year. 

Bud Muehleisen Male Age Group Award: An outstanding male athlete , age 35 and over, is chosen on the basis of his 
performance record for the preceding year. 

If you know someone who falls into one of the categories mentioned above , 
please nominate them for one of the awards . 

For more information or to nominate a person contact Jim Easterling via e-mail at 
djeasterl ing@earthlink.net or mail to: 

USAR Annual Awards 
321 Village Drive 

Lansing, Ml 489 11 

Please send your name, phone number , nominee 's name, phone number , what 
category he or she belongs in, and some facts about the nominee . 

l<:-.we;1t ,1b..,orb1ng glovp l1nr1} 

Get a grip with 
the Underglove! 

Quality Cotton Glove Liners 
light weight, durable, washable, elastic wrist 

Absorbs unwanted sweat on playing glove - keeping 
playing glove dryer and softer for a better grip 

Use under racquetball, baseball, football, golf, and 
your work gloves too!! 

If you are having problems with racquet slipping due to 
sweat on your glove, try the UNDERGLOVE. 

Sizes: Sponsor of: USRA & IRF 

Starter Sports Pak: 
$4.95 + S&H 

Same day shipping 

xtra sma\\, , 
sma\\, medium, 

and \arge 
To Order: www.underglove.com 

UNDERGLOVE LLC • P. 0. Box 21921 
Albuquerque, NM 87154 • 505.269.4279 



,. Racquetball 
MART 
1 -800-875-3701 

www. lawlers ports. com 

COMPLETE PRO SHOP LINE! 
VISA, Mastercard, DISCOVER accepted 

PROKENNEX E-FORCE 
Core Shadow 170 ............. $99 
Core Shadow 180 (S) ........ $99 
Shadow 180 ................ ...... $79 

Tyranny 175 3 5/8 ........... $125 
Judgement Stun 160 ...... $130 
Bedlam Stun 170 ............ $120 

EKTELON 
More Dominant.. ............... $79 
More Attack ...................... $89 

Shadow 175 (B) ................ $69 
Shadow 185 (S) ................ . $69 
Silver Ace (S) ..................... $49 

LP Bedlam 150 15/16 ....... $79 
Bedlam Lite 170 3 5/8 ...... $84 

TT Warrior SS .................... $59 
TT Vendetta SS ................. $59 
DPR 2500 Lite ................... $99 

HEAD WILSON GLOVES 
LM IGS 175 ..................... $109 n190 ......... ......................... $99 Call about specials 
LM 170 5/8 ........................ $99 nLite SS ............................. $99 
i.165 • 3 5/8 ..... ..... ...... ....... $69 nPower SS ........................ $99 EYEWEAR 
Ti 175 XL 3 5/8 .................. $59 Head Vision System ......... $20 
Ti 195 XL 3 5/8 .................. $39 

Add Power& 
Playability to Your 

Racquetball Game!!! 

Have your racquet restrung by REX LAWLER 

• A Certified Professional Racquet Stringer 
• Over 25 year experience as a player 
• Over 20 years experience stringing racquets 
• A large string collect ion to choose from 

297 W. Honey Creek Drive, Terre Haute, IN 47802 
Info: 812-235-3701 Fax: 812-235-4482 

Email: rex@lawlersports.com or manny@lawlersports.com 

Dream House 
Speclal Oa-llleVllleo Offer 
-.F1.n1slll1CIIMIUll,ca 
Mention National Racquelball Magazine Ullder. ~ 
section and receive a free can of Penn eans. 

www.racquetconnection.com 
24 HOUR SECURED ON-LINE SHOPPING 

E-MAIL - RACQUETCON@AOL.COM 

1-888-822-2501 

YOUR RACQUETBALL SUPERSTORE 
WITH ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
SAME DAY SHIPPING - DEMOS AVAILABLE 

RACQUET CUSTOMIZATION BY: 
GENE GENE THE STRINGIN' MACHINE 

1-386-788-7780 INFO 
1-386-788-7149 24 HR FAX 
2090 S. NOVA RD. #AA10 
S. DAYTONA, FL 32119 
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Junior Sensation Jose Rojas 
Signs With Ektelon 

Jose Rojas 

Bordentown, NJ, September 26, 2007-
Ektelon is proud to announce the signin g of 
Jose Rojas, the new Kin g of Juni or 
Racquetball, to its growi ng and impr essive 
ath lete roster. The 17 year-old from 
Stockton, California recently "wow ed" the 
racqu etball world by w inning both the Boy's 
16's and Boy's I S's Singles title s at the US 
Juni or Cham pionship s held at Ar izona State 
University in Jun e. In doing so, Rojas 
becam e only the second male player in the 
tournament's thirty-four year history to 
accompli sh the feat. 

Saving his best racquetb all for the final 
days of the tournam ent, the soft-spoken 
Rojas first captured the 16's title by defeating 
Taylor Kn oth 15-5, 15-4 before going on to 
defeat opponent and good friend Ismael 
Aldana, 15-8, 15-6 in a highl y-anticip ated 
!S's finals . Aside from both players hailing 
from the same hometown, it was a rematch 
ofl ast year's Boy's 16's finals, which ended in 
a win for Rojas, 11-10. 

"It has been a very exciting summer for 
me. Of course, capturing the two titles in 
Tempe was amazing, but perh aps even mor e 
so is sign ing with Ektelon ," said Rojas. "I 

have always admi red this Brand, its passion 
for the sport and the way it takes care of its 
players. I am hono red to be part of the team 
and I look forward to wear ing the Ek telon 
flame for many years to come." 

Rojas has been playing racquetball since 
he was five. Hi s father, who is a handb all 
player, introduced Jose and his brothers to 
the sport. With his recent rise and success, 
Rojas is offere d some incredible playing 
oppo rtunities. He is not only expected to 
represent the US Junior Nationa l Team in 
Cochaba mba, Bolivia this Decemb er, but also 
to mak e his first appearance s at the WOR 
Nat ionals, USAR National Doubles and US 
Open. In addition , Jose plans to participate 
in an exhibiti on tour of Northern California 
this summ er with fellow Ektelon team 
memb er John Ellis. 

"Jose is one of the most exciting, 
promising young players in the world and 
we are proud to welcome him to the Ektelon 
team," said Scott Wint ers, Genera l Manager 
at Ektelon. "H e is a tru e ambassador for the 
Brand and the sport, and we look forward to 
celebratin g many milestones with him in 
years to com e." 

' EKTEIDH. 
END OF AN ERA 
Under the Radar, the O rlando Fitness and Racquet Club to Close its Doors 

In 1974, the Orlando Racqu et Club 
opened as a premier clay court tennis facility, 
with 14 outdoor and four indoor courts for 
use during inclement weather. Just six years 
later, in 1980, investor s bought and 
diversifi ed the facility by converting the 
indoor courts into mor e workout and fitness 
areas, a basketball court, and - last but not 
least - a full half of its footprint for 
racquetba ll court s. Ten total. 

Th ose ten courts operated und er the 
mainstr eam sport s radar for over 27 years, 
but that all end ed on September I, when a 
real estate transaction closed the only facility 
in central Florida able to conduct a full-scale 
racqu etball tournament. Through the years 
(and a string of mini-nam e changes), the 
Club had hosted the high est-level world and 
national championships, outstanding state 
and regional events, plus popu lar and well-

attended local tourn aments. Just as 
important were the Club's regular "weekend 
warrior " playoffs, clinics, instruction, 
coaching and training of nationally-ranked 
players boasting dozens of titles. The Club 
and its programs were second to non e in the 
southeast. 

Racquetb all's primary advocate through 
the years was Club Pro Mike Mojer, a 
veteran and well respected expert, who had 
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been on hand to supervise the construct ion of 
the original tilt-up concrete walled courts, 
manage the multi-use of courts through lean 
times , and retain an active and dedicated 
core group of players on the membership 
rolls, year in and year out. The combination 
of Mike's vibrant personality and the club 's 
mid -F lorida location couldn 't be beat. 

When 'T he Club" again changed hands 
in 1989, new owners sought out and re-hired 
Majer to keep the racquetball program s 
running. In 1992, current "Brick Bodies" 
corporate owners bought the property and 
also asked Mike to stay on. Now fifteen years 
later, he was still running the largest and 
most dynamic leagues in the state , 
conducting major tournaments, grooming 
new contenders and (now) shepherd ing a 
group of dedicated enthusiasts on to other -
but definitely not greener - pastures. 

This fall, the dub was dismantled and 
the only facility of its size in Florida was lost 
to the thousands of players who frequented it 
each year. It had hosted at least six major 
events annua lly, featuring the best athletes in 
the region. For out-of-towners, it was "the" 
place to play in Orlando, and a quick call to 
Mike would guarantee a guest pass and an 
hours-long, competitive, on-court workout 

Mike Mojer - (2nd from left) 

against a high -level challenger . 
Each of the sport's major manufacturers 

counted on the club to showca se their 
respective pro s - from Wil son and Head, to 
Ektelon, E-Force and Pro-Kennex. Top 
clinicians like Fran Davis, Chris Evon, Jason 
Mannino and Derek Robinson routinely 
offered camps and instruction there. Over 
the years, "The Club" had something for 
everyone - and everything for racquetball 
players. It was that special "everything" -

and Mike Majer - that kept racquetball in 
the hearts and minds of Florida fans and 
fanatics for well over a quarter century . 

It 's a shame to see the end of that era and 
the Club will be sorely missed. But Mike will 
still be around - somewhere - talking, 
playing, promoting and teaching racquetball, 
while recounting everything upbeat and fun 
about the sport he's enjoyed for a lifetim e. 

Seeing is Definitely Believing with New 
Ektelon Speed Eyeguards 

Bordentown, NJ - October 1, 2007 - For players of all levels, 
vision and the ability to react to the ball as quickly as possible can 
many times mean the difference between winning and losing. 
Eyewear that helps players pick up the ball quickly and does not 
interfere with their play is something all serious players value. Now , 
with the introduction of the Speed Eyeguard from Ektelon, the 
leader in performance racquetball equ ipm ent has brought another 
extremely lightweight high-performance frame to the market. 

This sleek and fashionable frame design comes with additional 
interchangeable lenses in colors that help players mor e easily track 
the ball under various court lighting conditions. 

The Speed comes with clear lenses and two additional lenses 
including: 

Smoke - Optimal for outdoor play in bright daytime light, this 
lens blocks glare during play. 

Amber - Provid es brightening capabilities crucial for dimm ed 
indoor lighting and dark outdoor settings. 

"Players can very easily swap out one lens for another, even in 
between points," said Scott Winters, General Manager at Ektelon . 
"T hese eyeguards provide maximum optical quality in some of the 
lightest frames we have ever created. They are perfect for any player 
looking for high performan ce characteristics and style." 

Th e new Ektelon Speed Eyeguard is now available at a suggested 
retail price of$29.99 . 

Log on to www.ektelon.com for mor e inform ation or to find an 
Ektelon retailer near you. 

··················· · ·············· · ··················································-···························································•················· .................................... ·· ····· · ··············· ··• •i 
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ADVANTAGE ASHAWAY 
Because Racquetball 
is a Contact Sport 
Whether it's contact between ball and 
Ashaway SuperKill II string or 
between court and Ashaway S00i shoe, 
Jacl< relies on Ashaway 
products day after day and 
match after match. 

Join Jacl< ... 

Play Ashaway to Win! 

/ 

Order direct from: 

racqu etball 
~ 

warehouse f; ~auJtep SPi!!!IJRTS 

800-875-3701 
lawlers orts.com 

800-824-1101 
rac uetballwarehouse.co 

Jack Huczek 
World Champion & 
# I Ranked IRT Professional 

P.O. Box 549, A haway, RI 02804 USA 
80 556-7260 

asha 

Holabird 
ports 

410-687-6400 
holabirds orts.com 



ANY WAY YOU WANT IT! 

Power Plugs located at the top of the frame accelerate racquet head 
speed for greater power. Adjust the number of plugs you want to use 
for extra power or maneuverability. Available in the new <=:>3 Copper, 
<=:>3 White and <=:>3 RG racquets. 

<=:>3 White 
Power Level 3200-3400 

EKTEIDH. 

Total Racquet Customization! 

<=:>3 Copper 
Power Level 3300-3500 

Includes - New Customization Kit 

Interchangeable Power Ring inserts are located in the throat area of the 
<=:>3 Copper fra me. Using the DPR 2 ring insert gives you the longest ,· 

main strings possible for ult imate power. The Power Ring 8 inserts 
provide extra control and extended string life . 

For comple te de tail s visit www.ektelon.com/custon,izeit. 




