





























by Charlie Garfinkel

I was nervous as I opened the package that
contained my Racquetball Hall of Fame ring. In fact, I
was biting my nails, and my feet are a long way down!
At first sight, I was overcome by the beauty, size and
workmanship that went into making the ring. Itisa
beautiful piece of jewelry.

Those who know me are well attuned to my
humility. This is the third Hall of Fame for which I
have received a ring; I am presently in eight different
Hall of Fames, including racquetball, tennis, basketball
and squash.

In racquetball, I have defeated Charlie Brumfield,
Davey Bledsoe, Dr. Bud Muehleisen, and Bill
Schmidtke (when he was the number one player in the
world and US Pro Champion) in national
competitions. That would be equivalent to defeating
Roger Federer, Andre Agassi, Pete Sampras, and
Rafael Nadal in tennis today. However, it’s not like me
to brag about my accomplishments...

In addition, I have won 24 national titles in age
group categories. This includes a 4-2 record against
Bobby Sanders and a 3-1 record against Ron
Galbreath, two of the greatest senior players in
racquetball history.

Perhaps, my greatest accomplishment was winning
the Buffalo city singles titles in racquetball, tennis and
squash in 1969, becoming the only player in my area to

lowlights. Among the

lowlights was an
exhibition match
against Arthur Ashe in

The Hall of Fames are:
¢ International Masters
Racquetball Hall of Fame

tennis in 1970 when he

was the number one
player in the world.

 National Racquetball Hall of
Fame

Suffice to say, he played

like Arthur and I
played like his brother

Jack!

In squash, I played
Anil Nayar, the
defending National

The “Gar”

® Western New York
Racquetball Hall of Fame

¢ Greater Buffalo Hall of
Fame (racquetball and
tennis)

Squash Champion in

1969. To be honest, I was A-nayar-lated!
I am very proud of all my athletic

accomplishments; especially since I have been a full-
time tennis pro for three summer months every year,
for the past 45 years, including all of the years I was
playing racquetball. Can you imagine what I would
have done in racquetball if T didn’t play tennis and

squash?

Unfortunately, I haven’t played many tournaments

* Western New York Tennis
Hall of Fame (inaugural
class, based on four city
open singles and 11
doubles titles, in addition
to two National Public
Parks doubles titles with
Rev. Bob Hetherington,
former first singles tennis

the past few years, due to nagging hip and knee
injuries. However, I am still sponsored by E Force and
still cover racquet sports for the Buffalo News. [ wrote
for national racquetball magazines for years, in
addition to authoring two racquetball books.

As for tennis, I have been part of a Western 4/0
Super Senior (60 and Over) team that has won the
Eastern Championships the past three years. I've
competed in the nationals the past two years and will
be traveling to Daytona Beach for the upcoming
Nationals the end of April.

Oh yes, I am still teaching school (45th year) after
being an administrator and supervisor in the Buffalo

player at Yale, and a
number 4 ranking in
Eastern Open doubles with
Leon Smith in the mid
1960’s)

¢ Buffalo State College Hall
of Fame (tennis, basketball)

e Buffalo Jewish Center Hall
of Fame (racquetball,
squash, and tennis)

have ever done so.

I have also played in the National Championships

of all three sports; having some highlights and

By Jim Easterling

L'his 1s the second issue highlighting our
State Organizations that have implemented a
State Hall of Fame to honor their local and
regional players, leaders and contributors.
There are two states I would like to highlight in
this issue. The first state is Oklahoma
(Oklahoma Racquetball Association) and their
President David Watson. Oklahoma has had a
Hall of Fame since 2001. As of 2007, nine
people have been honored with induction into
the Oklahoma Hall of Fame. The Inductees

are:;

2001 Roy Rudichuk
2002 Myron Roderick

and we have two children.

impressed by this article.

2003 David Watson and Therese Lewis
2004 Jim and Sandy McPherson
2005 Bruce Adams

2006
2007

Ken Smith
Lynn Johnson

To view the Oklahoma Racquetball Hall of
Fame, on the ORA web site, go to
www.oklahomaracquetball.com.

‘L'he second state | would like to recognize is
North Carolina (North Carolina Racquetball
Association) and their President Lynn Stephens.
North Carolina has maintained an active Hall of
Fame since 2002. As of 2007, thirteen people
have been inducted into the North Carolina
Hall of Fame, including a large inaugural class
of eight in 2002. The Inductees are:

2002 Mary Low Acuff, Earl Acuff, Kevin
Armbrecht, Mike Dimoff, Mildred
Gwinn, Janet Myers, Ed Remen, and
Paul Saperstein

2003  Jim Daly and Garl Wiles

system. Leslie and I have been married for 41 years,

¢ Bennett High School Hall of
Fame (tennis)

Being well known for my humility, 'm even

2004  Sonny Harmon
2005 Steve Dayvault
2006 Jan Stelma

The NCRA has other Annual Awards
Winners listed on its web site as well. Mary
Low Acuff, Ear} Acuff and Ed Remen have also
been inducted to the USAR Hall of Fame, and
Ed Remen is a current elected member of USA
Racquetball’s Board of Directors. To view the
North Carolina Hall of Fame, on the NCRA
web site, go to www.ncracquetball.com.

If your state is interested in putting together
a “Racquetball Hall of Fame” and would like
information to get started, contact Jim
Easterling at djeasterling@earthlink.net or call
(517) 449-8942 (cell). It’s a great way to
recognize and remember those players and
contributors who have supported and grown
our sport on a local and state level. They
deserve to be honored for their effort and
dedication — and a State Hall of Fame is a great
way to do it!
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