









































Commissioner’s
Report

by Jim Hiser

The 1986-87 RMA -Professional
Racquetball Tour appears to be one
of the most exciting series of
professional play in many years.
Not since the late '70s and early
'80s has there been such a keen
interest in the pro tour at all levels of
our sport.

As the new season approaches,
we at RMA are optimistic about a
successful season. But, more im-
portant, the same optimism prevails
among the promoters and -players
as well. Believe me, nothing makes
me feel happier than to see those
sponsoring the tournaments genu-
inely  enthused about the
professional end of our sport.

A number of questions have been
directed at me or other RMA
members, so I'd like to mention a
few here. Will Mike Yellen continue
to dominate the ‘80s? And, will he
break the record of four straight
national titles (Hogan and Yellen are
tied right now with four each), or are
a few of the newcomers bent on
dethroning him?

| have my own opinions, but I'm
not second guessing the results of
what has shaped up to be one of
the largest tours ever with 14 stops
already scheduled.

The newly formed International
Mens Professional Racquetball Or-
ganization (IMPRO) is off and
running on a positive stride toward
unifying players and making the
competition even more professional
by implementing new rules and

sanctions to enhance the gane’s
credibility and image.

And, speaking of the new guard
that has been moving up in rank,
will the likes of Cliff Swain, Dan
Obremski, Egan Inoue, Roger
Harripersad and Mike Giriffith be the
serious threats that many on the
tour perceive them to be? | should
also mention Bret Harnett and his
late season rally. Those who saw
him at the DP Nationals know what
momentum he has developed right
now. His #2 ranking just may carry
him right through the 1987 season.

Of course, no one can write off
Marty Hogan. As one of the
strongest, most powerful players to
set foot on a court, Hogan must be
respected for his ability to possibly
recapture yet a fifth title.

Let me summarize by saying that
the RMA is proud of what it has
accomplished in a relatively short
time. We're looking forward to
continued support from the amateur
ranks, and from amateurs striving to
become professionals, because |
know that the members of IMPRO
will be doing everything possible to
encourage amateur programs.

With so much to look forward to
during the coming season, won’t
you join us by visiting a tour stop in
your area? National Racquetball
will provide details of the dates and
locations in future issues. Or, call
RMA for full details. The telephone
number is (313) 653-9602.[]

PRO KENNEX

Hogan Micro Ceramic ........... Call

Hogan Graphite Optimum.... $79.95
Hogan Composite Optimum ...59.95
8 EKTELON
«In CBK Graph/Boron........... $144.95
o Aris Graphite.................. 11595
k4 Toron Graph Oversize......... 103.95
'8 Optima Graphite................ 88.95
Composite 250G ................ 79.95
NEW Quantus Mid............... Call
NEW Xpre Grapbite............. 54.95
NEWSycor...................... 46.95
Contra Oversize ................ 36.95
CompJr. ... 17.95
HEAD
Graphite Apex ................ $95.95
RadialMid ...................... 74.95
Graphite Express ............... 66.95
SpectrumMid................... 64.95
Boronimpuise .................. 60.95
Vector ...l 49.95
Professional..................... 44,95
Master..............oin 36.95
DP LEACH

Boron Graphite
Graphite USA..........

NEW Graphite 8000 Mid........
Graphite8000...................

Purchase 2 Racquets or more
and get FREE SHIPPING!

GLOVES
(Quantities of 3 or more,
deduct $1 per glove.)
Ektelon Stay-Soft............. $
Ektelon Cabretta... ..
Ektelon Synthetic ...

Hogan Duratack .....
DP Pro Staff Cabretta
DP Pro Leather .........
Foatjoy Sta-Sof ........... ..
Head Cabretta ................... 8.95
Penn Cabretta ................... 8.95
Champion Cabretta.............. 8.95
Buckskin ... 7.95

EYEGUARDS
NEW Leader Dallas .
Leader New Yorker
Leader Albany ....
Ektelan Interceptor .............23.
Ektelon Court Goggles ......... 14.95

Bausch&Lomb Action Eyes ....21.95
ACCESSORIES
Hogan ProTourBag .......... $25.95
NEW Hogan SportBag ......... 14,95
Ektelon Tour ProBag........... 33.95

NEW Ektelon Thermaspon Bag 28.95
Ektelon Traveler Bag.. ..19.95
DP Side By Side Bag
Racquetbali Saver ...
Ektelon Wrist Tether .

Tacki-Mac Grip w/adhesive .
AME Grip w/adhesive. ........... 4 95

Foot Joy Gourt Shoes Available!
CALL TOLL FREE!

QOutside California

1-800-854-2644

In California:

1-800-532-3949

!‘rnnue

RO 8MORP
2750 Midway Drive o
San Diego. CA 92110
619/225-8521
Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8AM-6PM PST
Sat. I0AM-6PM PST

CALL TOLL FREE and use your VISA or
MASTER CARD. By mail, send MONEY
ORDER — no personal checks, please.
Add $2.75 for UPS shipping & insurance.
For 2nd day air, add additional $2.75.
Alaska, Hawaii, APQ, FPO — add $6.00.
California residents add 6% sales tax.

GREAT PRICES. QUICK RELIABLE SERVICE. Frontier.
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Ted Lange: A Man Of Many Talents

by Stacy Okonowsky

Actor, writer, director,
racquetball enthusiast . . .
Ted Lange is a man who
does it all!

Ted became a TV
favorite in “Thats My
Mama,” playing Clifton
Davis’ comical street-wise
buddy, Junior, and then
went on to play a hip
handyman in “Mr. T and
Tina.” though that series
was short-lived (lasting
only four weeks) Ted’s
career was about to “set
sail.”

Best known for his role
as Isaac Washington, the
personable bartender
aboard ABC’s “The Love
Boat,” Ted has been de-
lighting audiences in the
series for ten seasons.
Lange, who attended bar-
tending school in order to
add authenticity to the

Shakespearean Festival
in 1968.

After appearing with the
new Shakespearean in
northem Califomia, Ted
went on to make his
Broadway debut in the hit
musical “Hair” and was
featured in the first
national touring company
of the show.

Remembering the
experience, Ted said, “l
refused to go nude in the
show. They were paying
me to be the third
understudy to the black
lead. | told them, ‘when
I'm the lead then VIl take
my clothes off.’ ”

Lange is also very ac-
tive with the Los Angeles
inner City Cultural Center,
especially the annual Ira
Aldridge Acting Compe-
titions, named for the

role, unquestionably has
become the best known
bartender in the world. “Love Boat” is seen in more
than 80 countries, many of which have been used as
locations for the show.

In addition, Ted’s heavily involved in playwriting (the
Hollywood Reporter called him the new emerging black
playwright), producing, directing and a multitude of
other projects.

Other writing activities led to a script for “The Love
Boat,” which aired in the 1980-81 season. In addition
to acting, Ted has written and directed many of the
“Love Boat” segments, as well as directed episodes of
such shows as “The Fall Guy” and “Fantasy Island.”
He has also co-authored (with Jean Ford) a half dozen
“Love Boat” segments and a Movie of the Week.

Born is Oakland, CA, Ted is the son of Ted and
Geraldine Lange, both of whom have been active in
theatre and television. A graduate of Oakland Technical
High School, where he was both class and student
body president, Ted went on to major in drama at San
Francisco City College and Merritt Junior College.

During this time, he appeared in numerous productions,
and was subsequently named best actor by the Black
Students Association of San Francisco City College,
winning a scholarship to the University of Colorado’s
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Ted Lange follows through with a solid forehand stroke.

first black Shake-
spearean actor. Over
200 people participate in these annual competitions,
with scholarships going to young people interested in
developing their acting skills.

Ted sponsors the competition, donating $1,000 cash
to each winning actor and actress in the adult divisions.
“Actors need money more than they need awards,” he
says. A recent runner-up was Malcom Jamal Warner,
currently starring in “The Cosby Show.”

Despite all this, Ted does find time to pursue his
other interests, and playing racquetball is at the top of
the list. Although he started playing more than five
years ago, the first two years were spent, by his own
admission, “as a hacker.”

Then his competitive nature took over. Racquetball,
this occasional diversion, became a sport to conquer.
And all because of a “friendly” little game.

“l was playing regularly with Glynn Turman, an actor/
friend of mine,” said Lange. “l had introduced him to
racquetball, and we would see-saw back and forth
each time we played. Then Glynn went on location to
shoot a film and when we resumed our regular game,
he killed me!

“And while Glynn never admitted to taking lessons, |
had to do something. My pride was at stake!”























































Cut-Throat: A Killer of a Game

by Elizabeth Meir

Losing concentration while a fast,
rubber ball came whizzing toward
my face made me realize | had bet-
ter move out of the way fast and
start looking for a different game. It
was the perfect time to try a not-so-
new, fun racquetball twist — cut-
throat.

Cut-throat as you may know, is
racquetball with one unique charac-
teristic — three players on the court
instead of two or four. The same
rules of singles and doubles rac-
quetball apply in cut-throat. Like
singles, each player has his (or her),
own score, and like doubles, one
player must pair up with another
player throughout the game.

As two of the players work to-
gether to beat the server, the game
is entirely fought two against one.
Seem unfair? Well, because the
server changes after the losing rally,
it is not always the same two
against the same one. Cut-throat is
a demanding game, and it offers all
three opponents an equal chal-
lenge.

Play begins with one person
serving in the service zone. The
serve can be returned by either of
the two other players, and play con-
tinues through alternate hits by the
server and one of the other two
players. the server wins a point
when he wins the rally, and he
keeps serving until he loses a rally.

When the server does lose the
rally, the three players move clock-
wise (Diagram A), and play resumes
with a new server and a new team.

Each player has his own score,
and the game ends when one play-
er reaches 21, 15, 11 or an agreed-
upon total. Players must decide be-
fore the game how they will play tie-
breakers.

Cut-throat is a combination of
singles and doubles. | have always
enjoyed team sports, but as a sea-

soned, three-year racquetballer, |
began losing interest in the one-on-
one competition. | was playing only
once or twice a week instead of my
usual three or four times a week,
and | wasn't enjoying it as much.

| play racquetball for fun and ex-
ercise. When | began to lose inter-
est, | could see that a change was
necessary to keep me returning to
the courts regutarly.

Cut-throat was an incentive to
keep me in an exercising mood. |
had always wondered why there
weren’t a variety of ways to play the
game, and cut-throat was one way
to revive my enthusiasm as a spec-
tator and especially as a competitor.

Along with my need for diversity
is my need for a feeling of individu-
ality. | like to believe it's “up to me”
to fight for myself, and if | lose or
make mistakes then | must suffer
the consequences. In cut-throat,
winning points is twice as hard as in
singles because there are two play-
ers to beat instead of just one. Win-
ning points is also twice as satisfy-
ing because you beat two players
instead of just one.

The unique characteristic of cut-
throat is the arrangement of the
players. Two of the three players
must pair-up throughout the game.
The two players are not teams in the
normal sense — they do not prac-
tice together and they do not plan
strategies before the game like a
team.

Playing as a team against the
server helps develop doubles or
“team” attitudes of cooperation, but
each player is really out for himself
and must work with a second play-
er to defeat the server.

Because the server must cover
twice as much territory as the other
two players, he is forced to make
the most of his skills and position-
ing; and thus gains valuable experi-

ence in court strategy. Because he
must play both sides of the coun,
he will improve in all areas of the
game.

As a server, | have discovered
first-hand some of the hazards of
serving. The server must stand
alone with his back to the other two
players. This can be dangerous at
times if the server does not serve di-
rectly to one receiver or the other.
Then the two players in the back-
court must first decide who will re-
turn the serve, how to avoid hitting
the server, while at the same time
attempt to hit a good shot. It may
seem like no matter where the serv-
er stands he will be in the line-of-fire
of at least one of the other two play-
ers.

The third person in cut-throat also
decreases body space on the court,
which increases human-target “in-
terference” space. The server must
be ready to quickly move out of the
way to allow his opponents to hit.
Likewise, the temporary teammate’s
running, swinging and hitting space
has also been diminished, and they
must cooperate with each other to
keep out of each others’ way.

Having fun is an essential part of
working out, and | always have
more fun in team sports. The more
people actively involved, the better
the game. Cut-throat, by adding a
third person on the court, makes for
a fast-paced game with extra ex-
citement. Each player must consid-
er the third mind and body on the
court and adjust accordingly.

But cut-throat is still an individ-
ual’s game, even with the pairing
up; it satisfies my need for individu-
ality as well as my enjoyment in
team sports. When | win, | take all
the credit myself — the more people |
beat, the sweeter the victory — and
when | lose, another player shares my
grief.
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