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Goddard captures natioll1latl title 

Don Goddard 

Goddard added. ·'We look second place in 
11-10 tie-breakers in two events.·· 

This time, however, there would be no de­
nying Goddard's championship quest. 

At national singles last May, Irving Zeit­
man of Louisville, Ky., scouted the 70-year­
old Goddard's game. "We didn't get to play. 
but he watched me play and asked me to be 
his partner, so I did," Goddard said. 

"He was real honest and said he didn"t have 
a backhand at all,'' Goddard added. 

The five teams in the age 70 bracket at na­
tional doubles played round robin. Goddard 
and Zeitman were the No. 5 seed. --of those 10 
people, eight were former national champi­
ons either in singles or doubles," Goddard 
said. 

Goddard and Zeilman played well, going 
undefeated and playing just one tie-breaker. 

The extra game match was saved for last, 
as Goddard and Zeilman met top-seeded an 
also unbeaten Luzell Wilde of Utah and Earl 
Acuff of North Carolina. Goddard and Zeit­
man prevailed 15-14, 11-15, 11-3. 

"My partner was the kind who staked out a 
By RITA BALOCK small section of the court and he played that 
Center Court Editor small section well and let me do the running, 

HAVRE - It took a decade, but Don God- and I did a lot of it," Goddard laughed. 

Steve 
Pinnow 

MRA 
President 

Ranking system 
set nationally 
BILLINGS - Traveling to the tournaments 

around the state, I have had quite a few 
players ask how the ranking system works. 

The Montana Racquetball Associated uses 
the national ranking system for iL5 standards. 

They include: 
LEVEL! 

CLOSED ST A TE 
l. 30 points, 2. 20, 3. 15, 4. 10, 5-8. 5, Consola­

tion 5. 
LEVEL2 

OPEN 
l. 50 points, 2. 30, 3. 20, 4. 15, 5-8. 10, Con­

solation, 10. 
LEVEL3 
STATE dard won his second national racquetball Goddard also got one match in with Ivan . 

championship in late-October at the AARA-Bruner of Wisconsin in the 65-69 age division, l. ~5o pomts, 2• lOO, 3-75, 4-5o, 5-8-25, Con­
Ektelon National Doubles tournament in but Bruner was forced to return home unex- solatwn, 25• LEVEL4 

REGIONAL Phoenix. pectedly forcing them to withdraw from that 
Ten years ago, Goddard captured a singles bracket. 

title in the 60-year-old age division. Goddard saw a handful of other Montana 
"It's my first in doubles," Goddard said via players at the tournament, noting that Mary 

telephone from Glasgow in early November. Allaman of Billings and Tawn Wolfe of 
"I've got a bunch of second places in doubles. California took the consolation side of the 
I don't know how many. women's 45 division. 

"One year, I had a partner out of Boise," The doubles finals drew 600 players. 

Kennis, Koski win in Bozeman 
BOZEMAN - John Kennis of Butte won Rios of Bozeman. 

two events at the annual Bozeman Open Kennis and Koski are the defending state 
tournament in early November. singles champs. 

Kennis topped the men's Open singles and He-,,·,,,,.'"•· ,,,su11, 01 ""' oo"""·"' op,·n ,v .. "'" "'"' 
doilbles brackets. o;.l~(f t,OrlH•tovmo:.or nlc11N-. w;;~~OI ri•rJOr'I,•(! 

In the women's Open singles, Kim Koski of s1NGLES 

Bozeman won the charnpionship over Lori 1 Jollll Kr-nn,s , llull•· . ~P'l~~ w .... ,. , u,,,,.,,,,,. ... , , K '"" 

Jurenic of Butte. ,,110 J.>,( 1ori~r I M1S~OUl,1) (.01l'--1tl,lt:on /,1,lll M,101•1 ( Btlhw," 

Billings' Connie Ryals and Laurie Perino 8 
I (J,,•,·· Pt~'''" ') l11•r'l,11 I) 1 R,·, 1(1, Co1,so1,111on C,,,;i 

knocked off the defending state women's 
Open doubles champions in Koski and Nancy See BOZEMAN 

1. 250 points, 2. 150, 3. 100, 4. 75, 5-8. 50. 
LEVELS 

NATIONAL 
INVITATIONAL 

l. 300 points, 2. 200, 3. 150, 4. 100, 5-8. 75. 
LEVEL6 

NATIONALS 
1. 600 points, 2. 400, :l. :JOO, 4. 200, 5-8. 100, 9-

16. 50. 
The local state tournaments are a little 

tougher to decide as far as to which level, one 
or two, is used. 

The number of tournament players deter­
mines which level is used. If most draws are 
at least 16 players or more, level 2 is used. !f 
the tournament brackets have lo be combin­
ed, then level l will be used. 

I hope this helps to explain how the ranking 
system works. 

If you have any questions on this, or any­
thing else, feel free to ask. 



Havre juniors busy courts; Helena to host camp 
HAVRE - Dust is finally settling at the 

Sagebrush Athletic Club here. An extensive 
remodeling project has left us with a two­
floor weight room and soon a lounge will be 
completed. 

It'll be even better when aerobics and ballet 
classes move off the courts. 

The club is especially busy on Saturday 
mornings when 24 youths, ages 7-12, take to 
the courts for junior racquetball league play. 

The league is broken into three divisions, 
including two for no-bounce rules and another 
of regular rules. The league goes for 12 weeks 
and concludes with playoffs. 

Rita 
Balock -

Center Court 
Editor 

Havre juniors also can play two tourna­
ments here. In October, the Gallery Lounge­
sponsored junior event drew 12 players prior 
to the Montana Racquetball Association­
sanctioned adult play. 

Another junior tournament will preceed the L-------"==--~:.a:a::;__-=:........-=--=--..6---"7.""-~--::--:--:-:::::-:-::-:-:-:~~ 
Havre city championships in March. 

I'm also seeing more juniors as court regu­
lars than some of my old playing partners. ...... 

I found a renewed appreciation for my 
home Sagebrush club atmosphere during a 

TIIERE WERE no losers in Havre's junior racquetball tournament in 
October. Some 24 youths, ages 7-12, are currently involved in league play 
at the Sagebrush Athletic Club. 

November vacation to Minneapolis. semifinals at the national tournament. Evans 
There is a chain of 13 athletic clubs in the has also played past Pro-Ams in Missoula and 

Twin Cities and membership is universal. I Billings. 
purchased a week-long pass and played ••••••• 
challenge courts al four clubs, which open at 6 Since last fall, I've talked off and on with 
a.m. and close al midnight. Chicago racquetball professional Jack 

The court time was good. Walls were bare Newman about instructing a weekend camp 
cement and fast. Glass side and back walls in Montana. 
were interesting. I saw very few women play- Helena's Crossroads Fitness Center has 
ing and none on challenge courts. The men I been selected as the site for the May 2-3 
played were comparable to Montana's B camp. 
players. Newman, one of the nation's top-ranked 

What I didn't like was being greeted by a touring pros, met a couple of Montana 
security gate and guard at the front entrance, players at a fall Oregon camp. He was amaz­
nor the desk attendants who said they ed that they'd traveled so far to improve their 
couldn't set up matches for me. It also scared games and has decided to bring a camp 
me that eye guards were not required. closer. 

It was good to get back to Sagebrush where Helena is a central location for MRA 
I can sit on the counter and drink a pop, which players and the camp is not quite one month 
I might pay for a week later, plus tease the after state singles. 

Newman played the Billings Pro-Am last 
year, but a schedule conflict prevents him 
from making the upcoming Jan. 24-26 tour­
nament there. 

Tournament players should note the name 
and date changes for Glasgow. Originally set 
for November, the event will be played Jan. 
17-19 and has been appropriately renamed the 
Don Goddard Open. 

The Billings Athletic Club will be the site 
for the regional singles tournament to be 
played April 24-26. It is mandatory for players 
who want to compete at the May national 
singles in Houston to play the regional. 

Now is time to find partners and start prac­
ticing for the 1992 state doubles champion­
ships which return to the Crossroads Fitness 
Center in Helena on Feb. 21-23. 

help without fear of being handcuffed and -· ________________________ A _______ _ 

hauled out. 1 I ,n.:i s~n<Jl>ourqh t Bot), 7 M<.'lton. 3 CMmcn McSpaa 

•••••• 
Watching some of the 1991 AARA-Ektelon 

national doubles tournament on cable televi­
sion was fun, especially since Jeff Evans of 
Oregon reached the men's Open final. • 

Evans was a late pickup by Doug Ganim of 
Ohio. The two ran into trouble in the form of 
youth in John Ellis of California and Eric 
Muller of Kansas, who are ranked in the top 
three of the AARA's boys' 18 national stan­
dings. Ellis and Muller won 15-10, 13-15, 11-8. 

Evans did pick up a national mixed Open 
doubles championship with hard-hitting 
Michelle Gilman of Boise, Idaho. 

A year ago, Evans and ex-Montanan Helen 
Shields-Houlihan reached the mixed Open 

• Bozeman oen(BO/l Con~o1,11,on Mclc~n 

I Bcnv('nq,1. 2 R10,,1rc1~. 3 Eomonds.. Conso1.11,on Ct11CJ'I 
Qll('r ( HC"lcna, 

Co11•,ul,1l1nn 
DOUBLES 

OPEN 
1 Conn,c Rvnls L,1ur,c.• P-.•r no t Bllliric1,1 1 K,111 i-...0~1-., 

SENIOR B N~nct Rico; 18011, 3. M,H1l Hc-lW'-,ttl\ LC',, Jurt•n 1c ,l'uth'I 
I Jo,• Luckf"TI,lll IGrC'rtl Fc11t~1. J 8,,1ow,o. J R,,; Wllif\• Consol,11tOrl MOf'fkC"f~(' fv\,•llnn 

(Ll•w1o;town1. Conso1,i1,on J R C,1rr A-8 

DOUBLES 1 Er1mo11<i"-, ~.,nctt>ourull 
OPEN MC'rl••clln. J V, SCl1Ufllh\n C. 

I KC'nn1~ ROblJ1f"Gunc1(•r"',On (Oull(•), 7 K,nq l11c,,11,ip,0 1l, j E•lllC'\ R,th,)(0~ 

:oi• <;hult."•, (on~otut,on L.ln<..-..· k,,,,n1111'.'1Cr koo i.·\ ""' • 001, 

A,6 

··, Oli,,. 
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I No111,1"rcJ Cn.irr,,,. 7. \,\,lt.,1111c.. Gi1r<1t1tpr 
H,1hl\ 011n c.,,,,•.ot,,l1t11' (,,, •. ,. O<,n1l,•II; (80'1, 

WOMEN 
SINGLES 

OPEN 

J c.,,,·1.,c ,, 
The next issue of Center Court will be 
published in March. Deadline for copy is 
March 16. 

I K11l1 r,.o"~k, ,Gn,,. "J L<>r1 Jvr,•11,, ·hull•'· , I>,"~., _________________ _ 

'". , ... ,,., J-i,Hll,Uonl Coo~1,,1 o,, 1',j,111c, R:10,111 1 11 
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George breezes 
through Havre 

HAVRE - Top-seeded Mike George of 
Great Falls never dropped a game en route to 
the men's Open singles championship of the 
Gallery Lounge Racquetball Tournament 
played in mid-October at the Sagebrush 
Athletic Club. 

George defeated Lance Reithmeier of 
Havre 15-10, 15-6 for the title. 

Here are 1he results of 1he Gallery Lounge Racquetball 
Tournament 

MEN 
SINGLES 

OPEN 
Championship· M;ke George (Great Falls) def Lance 

Reithme1er (Havre) 15 10,156. Third Daryl Ness (Hav) def. 
Al.in Mader (Billings) 14·15, 15·5, 11·1 Consolat1on Bucky 
Lindstrand (Hav) def. sieve Pinnow (Bigs) 15·10, 15 8. 

A 
Ct1ampionsh1p Perry Jacobson (Hav) def Bulch Albert· 

son (Hav> 15 2, 15 9. Third. Sieve Strand (Hav) def. Dennis 
Humphries (Glasgow) 12 15, 15 14, 11 9. Consolation. Mall 
Thompson (GF) def Gary Ballrusch (Hav) 15· 11, 15 12 

B-C 
Championship Dave Woller (Hav) del Tim Duller '-----------------------------------------••••• 

(Kalispell) 15 6. 15 o Third· Mike Busta (Bozeman> def. 
Charles Bus1a (Boz) 8·15, 15·••· 11·7 Consolation Jack Judd 
(Hav> def. John Babcock (Kai) 15 7, 15·5 

DOUBLES 
OPEN 

Center CourtlR !Tri BA LOCJ,; 

MRA PRESIDENT Steve Pinnow of Billings stretches and follows 
through during the October Gallery Lounge tournament in Havre. 

Championship George Thompson (GF) def. 
Re;1hme1er Ness (Hav) 15·14, 12·15, 11·8 Third· Pinnow .Bigs) 10·15, 15·7, 11·2 Third: Rita Balock (Hav) def. Mary 
Mader ( Bigs) def Lindstrand Rod Morse (Hav). Allaman ( Bigs) 15·6, 15·4. Consolation· Kelly Robertson 

B-C (Boz) def. Janet Church (Helena) 15 2, 15·10. 
B-C • Champ1onsh1p· Ron Mallery-Dutter (Kai) def. Connie 

Ryals Laurie Parino c Bigs) l3· 15, 15-1, l l·8. consolation Championship. Beth Buchanan (Hav) def. Chelsea Bussey 
Debbie Morse-Margie Morse (Hav) def. Roger winchester (Kai) 10·15, 15·6, 11·9. Consolation· Debbie Friesen (Hav) 
(Hav)•C Busla (Boz) 15 13, 15 J, def. Boots Gilford (Hav) 15·6, 15•J 

WOMEN DOUBLES 
SINGLES B-C 

OPEN Championship. Bussey-Kathy Ake (Kall def Pam 
Championship Connie Ryals ( Bigs) def Laurie Perino Boolh Karen Scheuerman (Hav) 15·7, 15·6. 

Canadians square off in Missoula 

OPEN 
Championship: Re1lhmeler-Debbie Morse (Hav) def. 

Lindslrand•Margie Morse (Hav) 15·9, 1511. Third: Ron 
Brenna•Batock (Hav) won by forfeit over Pinnow-Ryals 
(Bigs). Consolallon. D. Ness (Havl Allaman (Big) def. 
Albertson (Hav)•Church (Hel) 15 J, 11-15, 11·10. 

B-C 
Championship: M Busta Roberison (8oz) def. Gary 

Fricsen-V. Ness (Hav) 15 10. 15 11. Third: R. Johnson­
Scheuerman (Hav) def Jim Brenna (Bigs) Laurie Glass 
(Hell 15 4, 9·15, 11·6. Consolallon: Evans Buchanan (Hav) 
def. Jack Brady-Booth (Hav) 15·5, 11 15, 11 7. 

Herc are fhe results of the Court House Winter Pro Am 
tournament. Malen scores were not reported 

MEN 
SINGLES 

MISSOULA - Two Canadians squared off Rob Pratt defeated Cliff Hendrickson for Championship: Rob Pra::R(~algary. Alberta) def. Cliff 

for the men's Pro singles championship of the the title, while Ronnie Roesti of Butte claimed Hendrickson (Calgary), Consolation: Ronnie Roesti (Bulle). 

annual Court House Winter Pro-Am Rae- the third place prize money. Pratt and Hen- OPEN-A 
Championship: Mark Sherman (Spokane, Wash l del. 

quetball Tournament here in early drickson are both of Calgary, Alberta. Ryan Knee (Missoula). Consolation: Perry Jacobson 

December. Pratt was a double-winner, <Havre>. 
8 

Center Co11r1IL,IN( /:.' N/:1'/ HJ\ll:11.I< 

MONTANA'S HOTTEST women's Open doubles racquetr.all team is 
Connie Ryals and Laurie Perino (foreground left, right) of Billings. 

Championship: Brad Saloncn (Msla) def. Tom Morrison 
(Deer Lodge). Consolation: John Quackenbush (Mstal. 

C 
Championship: Al Gilfillan (Msla) aef Curlis Rich (Mslal. 

Consolat1on: Don Keel (Great Falls) 
MASTERS 

Championship: George Sherman (Spokane) del. Ken Colbo 
(MslaJ. Consota1ion: Joe Luckman (GF ). 

SENIOR OPEN 
Championship Usher Sarnoff (Calgary) dcl. Dennis 

JupKa (GF) Consolation: Gary Pelcrson (Msla) 
SENIOR 8 

Championship, John Quackenbush (Mslal def. Robcrl 
French (Kalispell). Consolation: Mike Pitman (GF ). 

DOUBLES 
A-B 

Championship· Knee Satonen (Msla) dcl. M Sherman 
Brian Barrier (Spokane) Consolation. French Noel Kirack 
( Kai). 

WOMENS 
SINGLES 

PRO 
Championship: Tammy Brockman (Bois.c, Idaho) def. 

Patti Nishimura (Spo1>..aneo) Consolation Ocn1s.e Moc-rk.erke 
(Hamilton> 

A 
Championship· Michelle Draggoo (Kall def Cynlh1a Ford 

(Msla>. Consotalion. Carol Surratt (GF). 
8 

Champlonsh,p· Diana Mercdllh (L1vlngs1on) def. Jane 
Quadros (Hamillon) Consolallon· Deanna Hugcten (Msla). 

C 
Championship Eva cnatmers (Calgary) del. Tracey 

weno, (Helena) Consolation: Tricia Clark (Anaconda). 
DOUBLES 

OPEN 
1 Connie Ryals Laurie Perino (Billings). 2. Helen 

Houlihan (Kansas City) Rila Balock (Havre) 
A-B 

1. Cynthia Ford (Msla) Annie ShN (Bulle), 2. 
Mocrkcrkl'" Rnonda M<"lfon (Hamilton> Consolaf 1on. Carol 
Surra II CharleM Luckman <GF l. 



Kennis doubles 
in Great Falls 

(GF I Sk,ld(:1,ind ;w,11,!)fOn) 16 IJ. 15 "· Third· Monaco 
R,chords (GFJ dt: KC'lly Hoover Sh•vr P,nnow (81QS) Con 
solat,on: Russ Noc:nun S1ilr2 cH, .. n 

B-C 
Champ,onsn,p :iurr.:11r (GF) Cline (Cut B,111kJ oC'f Gc.1ry 

Levinsky 01.-..on (K,11) 15 7. 15 13 Tt,1rc1 fhomp 
son Chc.1mbcrtain tGF) oet. Shea Flowers. 

GREAT FALLS Don Skadeland of Round rob,n, 
SENIOR 

Lose Godd.:Jrd, 1. 
Williston, N.D., pushed John Kennis of Butte Barber Tuom,. 

to a tie-breaker in the men's Open champion- WOMEN 
OPEN-A 

ship match of the Bud Light Autumn Rae- Championsh,p· Chris Marl,n (Bigs) def Carla cnr,sman 

quetball Shootout at Universal Sports and (Conradi 15 II, IS.,. Thir<J· Conn,e Ryals (Bigs) oel 

Courts here in late September. 
Kennis took the opening game 15-2, then fell 

3-15, before winning 11-6. 
Here are the rcsulrs of !he Bud Light Aulumn Racqucrbc1i1 

Shoo1ou1· 
MEN 

SINGLES 
OPEN 

Championship· John Kennis ( Buttc) dcl. Don SkadclcJnd 
(Williston, N.D) 15 2. J 15. 11 6 T11ird: Mike George {Grcot 
Falls) def. Robbie Gunderson ( Bulfc) 15·6. 15 2. ConsolcJtion: 
Rob Slarz (Helena). 

A 
Championship: Scoll Shoe (GF) def. Rod Cline (Cul Bank) 

15 7, 15 13. Third· Ken1 Coe (Helena) dcl. Wayne Surran 
(GF) 15·10, 1510. Consolat1on· Kirk Nilson (Bill,ngs}. 

B 
Championship, Mike Churchill (GF) def. Gary Williams 

(Hel) IS·8, 1511. Th.rd, Mike Schrapps (Bulle) <lei. Ro<J 
Hessler {Bigs} 15 7, 15 9). conso1a1,on. Dc1v1c1 Woller 
(Havre). 

C 
Round robin. I Don Cherr'/ ( GF ). 2. Don Keel ( GF ). 3. Roy 

Perez ( Kdlispell} 
MASTERS 

Round robin. I. Bud Talboll (GF), 7. Joe Luckman CGF). 

• 

Chc1r1cnc Luckman (GF) IS 'J, 1\ 78. ConsclM1on Lrturu.' 
Perino< 01gs1 

C 
Rounct rol.}111 I N('ndy Q1chtHOs 1GF). 7 Tr,c,,1 Cl,,rK 

tAncJconclr1L 3 D1,1nt· Duffy IL{'ft,bnd9t·1 

DOUBLES 
Rouncl roo111· I. Ry,dS Pcr,no (BIQS), '} Jtlf'I Shc•ton Oc1n111c 

T,1lboll (GF), 3 Carol Surr<-111 (GF)M,Jr/ /,nl' ;:..,_:·,-.1m, 
CButrc,. 

MIXEO DOUBLES 
cnamp,onsh,p M,ir11n Pinnow I Blasl cicl. ·-,,cGu.rc· 

sncllon (GF) 156. IS 1., Tt11rd fcJlbOII T;110011 ,GF) cJcf 
OISon Draggoo <Kall 15 7, 9 15, 11 .1. Conso1a1,on· 
1.uckmc1n Luckman 

3. Ross Hannon (Lethbridge, AIOerla) 
SENIORS 

Championship: Mike Pitman <GF> def. Jay Tuomi (GF) 
15·5, 15·5 Third: Terry Barber CGF) def Terry Hess. Con 
solafion. Ron Bescicn (Fairfield). 

DOUBLES 
OPEN 

Championship: Kennis Gunderson (Bulle) dct George 

C('lll<'r Counl/U /~I IJ,1/.UCA 

RON BRENNA of Havre (left) puts the ball on the backhand side against 
Kent Coe of Helena during a men's A singles match at the Missoula 
Pro-Am. 

P.O. Box 431 
Havre, MT 59501 

MRA 
calendar 

Herc is the 1991·91 Montana Racquetball Association 
calendar: 

JANUARY 
24·26 - Billings Pro-Am, BIiiings Alhlelic CluO, Bill· 

ings. 
FEBRUARY 

• 7·9-Winternationals, YMCA Fitness Center, Butte. 
21·23 - State Doubles, crossroads Fitness Center. 

Helena. 
MARCH 

6·8 - Kalispell Pro-Am, Kahspell Athletic Club, 
Kalispell. 

13·15 - Shamrock Shootout, Cut Bank Civic Center. 
Cut Bank. 

20·22 - Hol Shots. Goosetown Racquel & Health Club. 
Anaconda. 

APRIL 
3.5 - State Singles. Universal S~orts & Courts. 

Bozeman. 
JUNE 

19·21 - Super B Summer Sizzler Doubles, Sagebrugh 
Athletic Club. Havre. 

JULY 
17·19 - Big Sky Slate Games, Billings Athletic CluO, 

Billings, 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Posk1ge 

PAID 
Permit No. 277 

Havre, MT 59501 




