321 Village Di.

Lansmg, MI 4891 i

VOL 4 NO. 4

‘THE. OFFICIAI_ PUBI_ICAIION OF IHE RACQU'EIBA]_]_ ASSN OF MICH[GAN

FEBRUARY 1 987

MICHIGAN COLLEGIATE CHAMPIONSHIPS

FINALS #4 DOUBLES

Ferrls State. Culiege dommated the'_
Mictiigan- Colleglate Team Championships
29th St . Fitness ; ‘Center .in

hosted by the

Univieksitigs® com i

divisions. ) RS

- = Ferris won -7 division tltles Four by the
wormnen’s team and 3 by the meri‘s along
with b second place finishes.

Central Michigan University was a strong'
second with 4 first place finishes, 2 by the
women. 2 by the men and 2 second place
finishes,

Chris Cole {UM Fllnt) defeated . last
vear's #1 singles .champ.” Mark®.Heckiman
(CMU} 15-3, 15-14. Mark had a chance 1o
send the match into a tie-breaker with an
ace at 13-13:and two serves at 14 but Chris
was tough Shert Anderson [FSC) repeated

‘as' #1 women's- singles ‘champ with a'2:
game victory ovet Pina Finazzo {MSU) for
the second time in 2 years.

-+ MarkiHeckman.and:Sam Tanellan turned*' .
back a strong perfcrmarice by Greg Bedenis -

and Todd-Luethjohann to fake #1 doubles
15413, 15-13." Greg and. Todd had five
serves. at 13:in the first game'and led 8-2 in
the second ‘game, but couldn't score the
big points against the.tough. C:M.U. team,
.ln. the upset department.  Scdit ~Pee
«Wee"™ Lange and Jerry Gray, Jr playing on
Ferris team #2 upset Al Cull and Steve
Frozley F S.C. team #1 .in an 11-2" tie
breaker in #2 doubles competition finals.
ln-the comen’s competition. Ferris and
Central Michigan swept the first and second
places In. all divisions.except for the second
piace finish by Pina MSU

TEAM POINT STANDINGS

Ferris State Lollege Teamn #1- 95
Central-Michigan University 79
Ferris State College, Team #2 56
University of Michigan : -1
Grand Valiey State College 11
University of Michigan - Flint =~ 10

Mlchlgan State Unwersnv
.Eastern Michigan University
‘Western Michigan. Unl\-‘ersﬂy N
'Hope Callege )
Kellogg Community College

JVEWS[ETTER ADD/TION.S’

TRIVIA 8 -

So you think you know a fot about
racquetball Well 'here’s your chance to
prove it with Trwla 8" “Trivia 8" wiit
be eight trivia questions about racquet.
ball in the state of Michlgan The: questions

wiil be about people clubs. events; and

other things related 1o racquetbatl.
Questions 1 & 2 wili. be very easy, while
7 & 8 will be much harder to answer.
Some questions will be’ about current
things while some questions will be about
things that oceurred 6, 8, or 10 years ago.
Start, looking for “Trivia 8, and the

answers, in each Issue of “The Racquetbali
Reporter” newsletter. {See page 6)

GRAND RAPIDS -
RACQUETBALL PATRONS:
_ASSOCIATION REPORT

I'm sorry: . There was a new article that

started_in-the last nEWsIetter and | forgot
to mention it: Thevnew article’ waslls the
“Grand -~ .Rapids " Hacquetball -Patrons
Associe_itiori' Répnrt This ~ article -will
be ‘doné by ‘Rick Hall v_vho is currently the
president of the association. {See page 3)

by
Jim Easterling

KRS B =g

“—— HECK_MANITANELIAI_\! fCMU) —

BEDENIS/LUTHJOHANN (FSCJ

Individual division ch'arﬁps and poihts scored were as follows:

MEN'S DIVISION

#1 Singles #2 Singles - #3 Singles

Cole, UM - Flint 10  Tanelian, CMU 10  Bedenis, FSC 10
Heckman CMU 7  Luethjohanm, FSC #1 7 Gamby. CMU 7
Alderink. GVSC 5 Hall, UM #2 5  Purcey, FSC #2 [}
Boyce, Hope 2 Tanen UM#1 2 Chambon. GVSC 2

" #4 Singles #1 Doubles #2 Doubles
Cull, FSC 10 Hechman/Tanelian, CMU 10  PeeWee/Gray FSC#2 10
Lange FSC #2 7 Bedenlleuethjohann FSC 7 Culi/Frozley, FSC#1 7
Logan, CMU 5 Dunn/Chappel, EMU 5  Gamby/Logan, CMU 5
Hobbes, UM 2 Chambon/Henderson GVSC 2  Rutowski/Fink CMU#2 5

WOMEN'S DIVISION'

41" Singles e #2.8ingles < ¢ Lo L. < #3.Singles. .. L
Andérson; FSG - =10 +* Cok:-FSC - 410 Matties, CMU. 10
Finazzo, MSU .~~~ 7 ~ Erickson. FSC #2 ‘7 Gray, FSC- ’ 7
Dietz, UM 5 Gagnon CMU 5 - Urbankik FSC#2- 5
Stuart FSC#2 2+ Fiegart, UM- 2 : :

#4 Singles ’ #1 Doubles. #2 Doubtes

Fauce. FSC 10-  Anderson/Cok, FSC 10  Matties/Look, CMU 10
Wyily FSC #2 7 Wyly/Foster, FSC #2 7  Gray/Fauce, FSC 7
Look, CMU 5 Albrecht/Gagnon MU 5 .Stuarx."Urbanik. FSC#2 b

Any collegiate. students interested in
attending .the midwest .régionals with the
Ferris team should contact -Jefry Gray,
(616) 796-9291. Ferris is ‘also hosting a
tournament March 13 14 and 15 10 ralse

{FSC) SHERI ANDERSON (r/ght}
(MSUJ PANA FANAZZOQ flefr)

monies to attend the natmnals in Denver,
Qut-of-town quests will be provided free
housmg and should ' contact Matt Klein,

(616) 796.0461 Ext. 5808 for further
information

BULK RATE
U.5. Postage
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COMPUTER DATA —
During the hofidays. all RAM/AARA

members should have received the foilawmg
latter from RAM:

Dear_ ) .

The state racquetbal} assaciation (RAM-
Racquetbal! Association of Michigan} needs
your help to upgrade the state mailing and

information list We have been depending.’

on the AARA national list for -all our
communications, We now have you tisted
on our own computer and want ta |mpr0ve
our data.

‘Pleasé take. the: time to accurately fill -

the form below including any changes and
put in the new information

Only Do Corrections & New lnft:rma_tioIn

Last name

First name
Address
City. State Zip
Home pHone

Work phone
Sex. 8irth Date. Age as of lanuary 1987

Primary -division

Second division . -

Doubles division

Thank you for- accurately filling “out
this -data. It will help us do our job
representing you in’.state vacquetball
functions. Return this farm to;

Pres:dentlal Shots

T i L ®
Lee D Frederickson
12539 Teery Wayland. Ml49348
If questlons
Home phone (676) 792.9543
Work.phone {616) 942.5180
Most of you respanded quickly, however,
it you-didn*t receive this lettei and are an-
RAM/AARA member or simply. forgot to
send the corrected information to me,

PLEASE DO 50 NOW and return to-me
for procassing. The mail ‘is our. primary
means of communication, Therefore, it is
very

‘important’ to have ALL accurate
mation

“AARA -STAT"E AND REGIONAL~"
DIRECTORS MEETING

Michigan stands .out as a leader in
racquetball programming, development and
politics.~ among- other -AARA  staté’
organizations and RAM.is définitely domg
something right!

This is the opinion of many state
directors that attended the first State and
Fegional Directors Meeting at the Qlympic
Training Center, January 1517, 1987,

Whiie | attended this productivé meeting,
state directors’ came to me and_ indicated
that they view RAM .as . their ‘future"
state organization

Having solved many of the problems

" they still face, ailows RAM to move on to

more productive. projects. From my view-:

point we. are very well organized .~ this.
is great compared to a few years ago
" From the three - days . of intensive

-.meetings came .a .number of new and

interesting’ DrO]ECtS the following is one of
them that invoives many ne:ghbog:ng states’

- Benefit.

) RAM
Presrdent )
LeeD Frederlckson

Great Lakes, dnvitational Benefit

During December 4. 5 & 6, 1987, there

. will-be ‘a very special- racquetball project -

occurring called the Great Lakes invitational
Seven states will
project: _Minnesota, Wisconsin, * [llinois.
Indiana,. Qhio: Pennsylvanla New York.

- and-Michigan.

‘All age:-group players wifl be invited to

‘participate. in ‘this racquetball benefit that
-will take place at an elite club, near a major

afrport and a five star hotel. Special airline
and hotel discounts-will be arranged.
The’ Great Lakes* knvitational Benefit

" will-not havea set entry fee Instead there

will be a minimum donation to the AARA

_ for_the US Team and the olympic move-
ment. —. this means all monies are tax..

deductibie smce the AAHA is 501.:€3 ERS
designation.

Qur ideas are. to achleve some notorletvj :
and promotioniby having each state’s.pro
“and -the state: :
racquetball:players all on ane state team’.
Each staté will compete against all .other.

foothall team, politicians.

participating states -for ‘a-massive trophy,
This -traveling ‘trophy wili-
annually to the state that wms the overail
team competition.

“Individual divisional winners W|I} recelva '
_special .prizes. from the Olympu: Tralmng. :

Center & clothlng store

- All rentrants’ will receive the AAHA Pin :
and* €lothing -from.-the. Olymplc Tra:mng'

Ceriter’.Additionally, the first fifty enitrants
will"be- awarded a special Pin designed for
this event only And hospltalzt\ﬂ The best

-with,_plenty for: all.

With these- |deas in mlnd let mé know
your thoughts- concernl_ng thas_e\.{ent ‘Any

‘ideas would be appreciated

Ladies, & you know, women s racquet-

. ball has declined over the past few years,
Due to lack of participation; tournamant
directars have been forced into lowering
or eliminating cash prizes, combining skill

and age divisions or scraping. some classes

completely. Club managers are unable to
mairtain the same attendance in thelr
women's leagues in compagrison to the
men's participation

Some Michigan communities, howaver,
have been very successful in establishing
and maintaining women's tzavel teams and
city leagues Unfortunately, these women
represent a very small sampling of the
total populaticn.

The RAM Board has been aware of this
problem and would like to take steps that-

would reverse the outcome of this situation.
The question is in which direction do we
go?

If you would take some time and

LADIES ONLY-

comnplete this guesticnaire, we would be .
able o develop activities that would
generate interest and benefit its participants.
Please be specific 1 -realize that this is
tedious and time consuming hut general
statements would only tell ‘us what we
already know.

Please - mail. your responses

Arlene Allan .

1030 Grenoble Cirele - Lansing, Mi 48917

Feel free tc add additichal comments or
suggestions. W are open.1o ali possibilities.
Also,
can be reached at (617).323.2227

Any . people interested in conducting
clinics, i lésson . programs -or -presenting
mformatlon that -would contribute to the
growth ‘of-our sport should“send me a’
statement . explaining - your - credentials,
experiences and’ requirements, Interested .
club personnel should also contact me -

WHAT TYPES OF PROGRAMS
WOULD YOU LIKE TO
SEE ESTABLISHED?

o me:

IN REFERENCE TO CLINICS. ’

When would you ke to see them held7
Would you spend a vwo- and ahalf. day
weekend at one or would you prefer. orie
night or day?

How far would you travel and would
that also  hald frue durlng ‘the wnnter
months? -

“Would you he willing to stay overmght
in a motel or if the clinic was held inyour
area, would you provide housing for
out-of-town guests?

if you would like to cortact me. | * -

- was’ substanial,

What tvpes of materials would ‘you Ilke
to see presented? What perceritage of the
clinic's time would you like to see devated
to these .areas?. Would you like fo see
related materials covered. {ex, nutrition
fitness, mental conditioning, ete.)?”

Who would you like fo ‘see conduct
these clinics? How much money would you
be w:lllng to pay and what would you
expect inreturn? -

If child care was provided would this
service have aneffect on your atténdance?

IN REFERENCE.TQ ORGANIZED'
ROUND ROBIN COMPETITIONS-

Would you, be w:lllng 1 spend a day on
a- semi-regular -basis (ex once a month}
traveling aroUnd? the

in a tournament situation?’

Would you like to have -a qualified
instructor -available  to - answer -.questions
and offer ‘advice concerning competltlve
sltuatluns?

- IN REFEHENCE TO
"ORGANIZED THAINING CENTERS:

If gualified instrUctors provided group
and- private .instruction at-designatéed club
sites. wauld you attend? ff the ;program
would you be willing to
make a long term {ex two - three month}
commitment? B

How would you like to see this program
set up? o

Weouid different times of year be more
suitable than others (ex. winter vs summer)?

Arlene Allar

assist in this

be" awarded

state”” competing
agalnst women that you ‘could” only “play

- e

AAHA NATIONAL OFFiCE RS

Executwe Director-. . .Luke St, Onge :

Colorado ‘Springs; CO
Man Dubolsky
Gainesville, FL ;

President .

Vice President Jim Hiser
. o Davison, Mi
Commissioner .~ Cathie Frederickson

Wayland, .MI "

AARA REGION #9
W. VIRGINIA, OHIO MIGHIGAN

- H
: Regianal Director . Jim Hiser
it
H
1 . RAM QFFICERS
President . L Lee Frederickson ¢
+ R (616)-942-5180
Vice.President Tam Blakeslee
' {313)'575-3998 H
W Secretary ... .. Aglene Allan
(517} 3232227
Treasurer . ;. .. Dianne Easterling
: '[51?’} 88?.:-,045.97 )
RAM BOARD OF DlRECTOFIS
_Sandy Cox. Jim Hlser
{ Cathie Frederwkson ) Rick Hall
_Jim Easterling. Judy Gonyea
H . 3

NEWSLETTER

J;m Easterling
“(517) 8870459

321 Village
Lansing. M 48211 |

PAST RAM PRESIDENTS
(RAM was formed July 24, 1984) . H

-Bob Wllhelm . 1984-85

' {3 months) r

Lee Frederickson . '1984-85

Jim Easterfing . . . 1985-86 [
. 1986:87 ¥

Lee Frederickson

Women's Metro

League News

The Meiro League had .an exciting end
to the first half of their season and we're
proud to announce the winners . ..

Sunday Level [ ... Gateway |
Sunday Level 1] Maple Couris A
Thursday Level | Gateway: |
Thursday Level !, | .Gateway il

The second half has begun and good
Iuck to ali the.teams.
“An invitation is being extended not only
to the:Metro-l éague. members. but to all
interested -woinen. racquetball piayers; all
levels from novice to advanced. Ariene
Allan -an Qpen-player from Lansing, and a
RAM Board Member has been able to
secure Tom Brownlee, and pessibly other
Ektelon * representatives - to conduct a
Racquetbil! Clinic at Gateway Racquetball
Center on: Wednesday, February 26. at
6:00 pm. This is‘4n exciting event. and one
of the finest chances we may have this year
to observe these players and have the
opportunity to talk to’.and- learn from

them. To register for this event call Alida“

Mainhardt at Gateway or send, your namg
and address to:
. Gateway - Hacquetba“ Center
-8200 Irving Stérling Heights, M| 48077
(313} 264-2270
Please reglster by February 20

Alida Mamhardr

i
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BY W‘ T. BLAKES‘LEE

Once again. anyone that reads this

article. please let me know, Last month.|. :

asked’ this' guestion and received only a
couple of notifications. Almost $2500 per
year is spent on publishing this paper. We
an the Board want to be responsive.

In December. | played 3 tournaments
on consecutive weekends and | would
consider ail 3-successful. in addition, there
were tourhaments in Davison and Grand
Rapids during this time and they were
moderately successful. A couple of years
ago we on the Board were very concerned
about sanctioning too many tournaments.
It appears tournaments are run by
independent businessmen whosg aim is to
make a buck and they are! In my opinion
tournament racguetball is healthier than
everl In February aimost every week will

offer a quality tournament.

Have you, been in _a racquetball club
that had any open. courts lately? | would
believe racquetball clubs are healthier than
aver , . or'at least, in'a long time.

Equipment manufacturers seem healthier
than ever. | base my opinign that everyone
now pldys with an-oversize racquet. My
guess is this has generated more sales and
racquet turnover than anyone at EKtelon
or Heed if their wildest dreams had ever
imagined . :

Lastlv one thing that could use our
help "and is not heaithjer than ever is
YOUR RAM BOARD. Weve had two
board openings for awhile and as
Nominating Chairman, |, we, and you need
volunteers! |s anyl;ody interested?

Michigan Collegiate Racquetbadll

A reminder to all full time undergraduate
college students that the entry deadiine for
the state collegiate and midwest regional

- collegiate championships is lan. 9 and
Feb. 6.1987, respectively

You-do not need a full team.to compete.
and you can still Tepresent your coliege.
Although if your college has a team, you
must be a member to enter. Tournament
applications should be available at-ali the
college intramural directors / racquethall
facilities or may be obtained by calling
the following places

_derry Gray {816) 796 -8291
Matt Klain (616)796 0461 Ext 5308
29th St. Fitness Center (616) 942-5190

Ferris State students living in the Grand
Rapids area will provide housing for those
tournarnent players needing a place 1o
stay. Please indicate if you are in need of
housing on your tcurnament application
or call.

Marilyn Keigley, FSC Women's Coach
and Associate Professoy of Marketing, is
conducting ccllegiate racquetball surveys
within Michigan -and the 10 state midwest

region. These studies -are being conducted
by marketing research students supervised
by Ms. Keigley. Every-college in the state
(81) .is .being surveyed as well as 77
midwest college/universities with enroli-
ment over 10,000 students Marilyn is
trying to determine the number of
coflegiate racquetball players, where they
play.. extend of collegiate facilities and

contact personnel at each college .
" In addition, she is trying to determine
the’ most feasible method for, gathering
this. - information on. a national ‘basis.
It is not necessary fo. play in  the
regional tournament o play at the national
collegiate tournament. at Denver in March,
but seeding at the nationals is based upon
collegiate ™. regional  finishes * Also, the
collegiate regional tournament can be used
as asubstitute tournament for qualifications
for' the . AARA natlonal -tournament in
Houston ’ : .
Come join The Big Rowdy Crowd’
for lots of fun and racquetball in Grand
Rapids. Milwaukee, and Denver
: Jerry Gray

It was at Livonia Racgquetime in the winter of 71978 Beb and

GREAT

Dan played each other every week on the same day, at the same_
time, and on the same court. They would always have a close,

good and fun grudge match against each other. They both would

llNES

swear so much at themselves that the air would turn blue near
their court. One of the funniest lines { have ever heard (that [ can
print} was made by Dan. Dan skipped in an JBasy shot and yelled
at himself, “Boy. you cou.fdn t find your as*

**with both hands
. Jim Easterling

I‘he Reporter Page 3

Grand Raplds Racquetball

Pa_trQns Association 'Re_po_rt_ |

The Grand Rapids' Racquetball Patrons
-Association: .- sponsored “Women's City
League completed ' the fall session in
Decemnber. The division standings were as
follows:

DIVISION A: Ann Hess
Mary Haskins
. Penny Thompson
. Pam Brickey
Claire Palmer
. Cheryl Restind
Barb Riddering
Donna DeLiefde
. Bev Williams
Pat Jones .
Jayne McDanatd
Sylvia Cumberworth
Jill Pearly
Peggy Andrus
Heide Sumner
Sue Purcey
Pat Oppeneer
Donna. Graebel
The Women's League held .a post-
season racquetball mixer. on December 13
at the Alpine Fitness Center Darlens Miller

DIVISION B:

DIVISION C:

TN HRWN = ROR W= DU WN -~

GRRPA "Vice President, surprised the
group-with small gifis. A few players from

the Women's Money League joined in the -

mixer and enjoyed the potluck funch and
social racquetball. {(More on the GRRPA
Money Leagues in a later issug,)

The Women's League will start their
winter session January 17 at the Racquet-
ville Fitness Center.

The Grand Rapids Men's Travel Teams
are forming with eight clubs Participating
Teams from the Alpine Fitness Certer.
East Hills/Grand Rapids Racquet Club,
Holland Health and Fitness (Holland}, MBA
Fitness (Muskegon). Michigan Athletic
Club. Racquetville Fitness, Riverview and
29th Street Fitness will be competing. The
season will start February 7 and complete
in June

The GRRPA has _scheduled the
West Michigan. Champlonshlp Racquethall
Tournament which will be played lanuary
30 - February T at the 29th Street Fitness
Center. Also, .the Grand “Rapids City
Champlonshlps are planned for March 20 -
22 at the Michigari Athletic Club.

. " Subrmitted by Rick Hall, GRRPA

Any -racquetball refated item, that you
want . to sell. buy, trade. or whatever will
be listed in this column. For information.
please contact Jim Easterling at:

(517) 887-045% thonte}

FOR SALE — Eight used metal racquetball
racquets {covers included), Grips- and
strings are all ok. Different kinds. — Price:
%1500 each Call Jim Easterling at (517)
8387-0459 {H)

WANTED — Seamco Blue Sireak racquets.
:Call"jRadiatiqn Man” (517) 485-6025 (H)
WANTED - 1-am a collector of racquetball
cans. | need the cans {or ¢ontainer} of the
Z ball, and PENN with the picture of the
shirt on the outside. | will buy or trade.
Call lim Easterling (517) 887.0459 (H)
FREE VOIT SCORE CARDS

FREE VOIT DRAW SHEET

You pick up or pay for postage:
Jim Easterling (517) 8870459 (H)

Call

FOR SALE — Head Pro Racauets. Cali -
lerry Gervais {616) 7444727 (W)

FOR SALE or WILL TRADE for Can of
Penn Balis: 1 ; Head Masters Replacement
Kit 190643 - can of balls; 1 - Composite
250G Replacement Kit- contains 1 bumper,
1 safety cord, et of 6 leather pads. Call
{616} 769-0723 after 10:00 pm or at work
(616) 722 - 1639 Penri Balls- or- Ram Balls

if you were sitting on them

DS S S “F ROM THE

The following rules are sometimes
applied in only rare cases. Starting with
the Avoidance - 11 C Rule which states the
player should have ari “unobstructed view"

after it-leaves the front wall | also hope
you'll find some of the uncommon
avoidable hinders interesting. such as

blocking, pushing. intentional distractions
and wetting the ball Good Luck until
next time - Tom

11 C. Avoidance -

While making an atternpt to return the
ball a piayer isentitled-to-a fair.chance to
see and return- the.ball: ‘It is the responsi-
bility of the side that has just hit the ball
to move so the receiving side may go straight

by W.T-

to the ball and have an unobstructed view
of the ball after it leaves the front wall
in the' judgment of the ‘referee. however,

- the recdiver must make a reasonable effort

to move towards the ball and have a
reasonable chance to return the ball in
order: for a hinder to be called

Rule 12. Awoidable Hinders
Sideout Hinder) -

An ayoidable hinder Tesults in the loss
of a rally. -An aveiddble hinder does not
necessavily have to be an “intentional’ act
and is a result of any of the following:-

12 A.Failure to Move

{Point to

Does no'i move”s‘dff:‘d'ié'ﬁtls'i to allow an

RULE BOOK" —ereomrmmrmrmsmrmrmrmime

Blakeslee

opponent a shot;

12 B. Blocking :

Moves into a position whlch blocks the
opponent from getting to; or returning, the
ball; or in doubles, a player moves in front
of an opponent as the player's partnes is
returning the ball;

12 €. Moving Into The, Ball
Moves in the way and is struck by the
ball just played by the opponent;
12 D. Pushing. . ' .
Deliverately pushes or shoves opponent
durmg arally.
12 E Hestru:ts Oppnnent 3 Swmg

Maves, {or fails to move, so that tha
player returning the ball does not have a
free. unimpeded swing;

12 F. Intentional Distractions

Deliberate shouting, stamping of feet,
waving of racquet, or any manner of
disrupting the player who is hitting the
hall;

12 G. Wetting The Ball

The players, particularily the server, have
the respensibility to see that the bail is
kept dry’ at all times Any wetting of the
ball either deliberate or by accident, that
is not corrected prior to the beginning of
the rally. shall résult in an avoidable hinder

.I.I-I-I-I-I-I-I.l-l-l.-'I-I-I-I-I-l-l‘l-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-’-I-I-I-I-I-I-’-’-’-I-I-’
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November 11, 1986

Time: 700 pm  Location: Lansing YMEA

CALL TO ORDER — ROLL CALL:
R. Haii, D Russeli, J. Gonyea, S. Cox, J.
Easterling, D. Easterling L. Frederick-
son. Pancho Gumerrez

CDHHECTIAPPROVE MINUTES LAST
MONTH'S MEETING: .
J. Easterling appraved minutes; 2nd by
R. Hali

QLD BUSINESS:

A} Club -mailing went out; Club Card

and Jr. Book only were included.
B) New member possibilities (Ieti_:er sent

to the listed persons to invite.

t Duane Russell - 2000 Alpha,
Lansing. M1 48910 - Present

2. Pancho. - Guitierrez, - 20027 Gr
Oaks Circle N., M1 Clemens,
M1 48043 - Present

Need. maré names please submit to

l.ee

NEW BUSINESS:
A) Officers Repurt

) President — Lee ‘talked about
what is going on at Holland Club
© during: _ this week, . including.:-Ed
Andrews coming to, do a demon:
stration “with maney’ going to the
juniors. .

2) Vice President - No Repart

3) Tréasurer -- Report submitted and
moved -for approval by J. Gonyea,
seconded” by J. Easterling. Report
approved as submitted

4) Secretary

B} Committees Report

1} Nominating - WT
2) Tournament )
a) State Slng!es - WT see old
business - No Report. .
b) State Juniors - Sandy - No
Report, none nacassary. Per head
Junior Fee will be same as amount
paid to ciub for secend adult
event. Keep this idea for the state
singles. -
c} State Doubles - Jim — Bids
from "Ann Arbor Court Club and
from Woodland Racquet Club for
the State Doubies Championships.
Woodiand's Bid was $7 per person
and $5 per person. for second
event. Ann Arbor- bid $8 first and
$5 second events. Mation made
and passed for State Doubles to be
at Woodland
3} Juniors - Sandy — Had ane 50/60
drawing and ‘made $66 and Grand
Rapids patrons have a 50/50 planned,
‘bake sale and '$5 referee fee from
tournaments to make money. .
4) Womens - Arlene — No Report -
not hete,
&) Newsletter - Jim — Showed copy
of letter and Jim. _began to collect
articles” for the meet]ng Mo arncies
from R. White ' F - Lawerenz, J.
Gray, Will begin to write an amcle
each - time for the intercollegiates.
Facility listing letter was sent to-all
clubs in Michigan and got responses
from three Grand Rapids Clubs and
from Backwa!l in Detroit with a

.10} Grievance -

possibility of one more from Court
Time in Detroit, . Jim also got two
more _entry -forms to go in the
newsletter which is another $60 for
the newsletters. So far for the month
we have made $460 D0 Racquetball
dealer, if you have any racquetball
reiated item you want to seil, trade,
or acquire let Jim know as there is
no.charge for this.

Articles for newsletter are due.

G} Public Refations - Les — Sent
copy of enhclosure to put in entry

" form for all sanctioned tournarments.

Lee will try to raise money for US
Team, Jr. Team, or RAM Board to
.use as-they see fit Lee would try to
do this 4-5 times a vyear; Edit letter
and get back to Leewith any.changes.
Item 'C - For the RAM Board of
: Directors to use for the promotion of
of racquetball jn-Michigan. Lee will
go ahead and start this promotion
and it wiil cost the board about $400.
After that- Lee wili ‘donate the
computer. -time and- possibly -the
paper. Will not donate time-to input
the "addresses or the cost of the
postage. - Judy  said Rolfout Classic
"would - donate praceeds from “the

Jandary © Tburr’rament : Una'rivmdus'

ivote to'go ahead: - - o -

7). Rankings: - Judy -- Have nat got '

results from L. Hahn Tournament,
Roliout Classic and any of the Super
7 Tournaments. Question: whether
we really need a‘state ranking system,
Sandy will check with J Hiser and
cormplete sgon -

8} AReferee - im — No Report

9] Sanctioning - Dianne - Dues are
current except for the October
Riverview Tournament in Gr Rapids.
Lee — Mo Report
11} Intercoffegiate - Cathie — lerry

- Gray is nmow on the Intercollegiate

Council.” There is no other report
12} Membership - Lee - Luke St.
Onge on the $7.00 split - $3.50 for
state is ok, success of club sales. No
response an this: Membership sales is
not taking off at -all, is implemented
at 29th Street Alpine and Holland.
13) Finance.- Lee. — Mail solicitation
letter sample to members Mo other

.information for this letter. Jim asked
people to push for clubs to become 3 '
part of the facility fisting. December

newsletter will be in people’s hands
‘by December 1-7. Material must be to
Jim.by November 14 to be inctuded

C) Other communicate with Lee month-
ly to improve the meetings

D) Next‘élg-ér_ld_ar items

E) Next meeting and site — Saturday,
December 6, 1986 at the. Grand Rapids
Super Seven at’ 3:00 p m. at ‘the r:lub

F) Ad]ourn —: Before, adjournment it
was, decided, to stick with our own
ranklrfg system and then hound ] Hlser
about getting his draw sheets

Guests were esked for comments,
D. Russeli- had no comments. Pancho
had questions an the tournament levels

and on the selection of dates Note that -

Roy White has resigned from the board,

2707°29th St, Gr Rapids, M{

CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL:
Introduce new aftendees. to  Board
Present: Lee & Cathie Frederickson.
Rick Hall, Jim- & Dianne Easterling,
W.T." Blakeslee, . Jim -~ Hiser, Arlene -
Allan, Jim Skinner, Poncho Guitierrez,
Steve Galassini, Duane Russel. Stu
Hastirigs and Geraid Tucker

CORRECT/APPROVE MIMUTES - NOV
MONTHLY MEETING:
W.T did send an_ article. from ‘Hawaii.
Jim E. motioned to accept. Dianne
seconded passed.

OLD BUSINESS:

AYNew member possibilities? Lee did
not_receive letters' back about new -

members on the Board

WT == We should become an executive -

board -and- thiose that are willing to'work
but not come to all board meetings are
~then=on the ‘RAM -Board. “Advisory
Board and Executive' Committee. We
can use them as a base to be elected to
.. -the -Executive Board, Lee feels good
" idea to be put on the agenda next board
meetmg ]
Lee ancourages the  hoard. to get the
names and he wiil mail themn a letter to
come to the meetings and join.
Holland — 23 new AARA RAM members
sent $400.00 to the RAM for decision
on dispersment’

B) Benefit - tournament . commitment
from Rollout, $5, and MCRA. Dianne
feels President should write a letter to
the series. Hiser would like a breakdown
of ‘the. budget to see. where the money
is going , . .’budget and specific project;
he wants 1o see where the money goes
in advance to'a commitment to do a
benefit tournament

NEW BUSINESS:

A] Officers Report
" 1} President — Holland and Andrews
Wk, of Promotions with Ed Andrews
Successful and a benefit to racquet-
ball;
2} Viee Pres;dent - None

3). Treasurer — Non-profit arganiza-
tion-- Dianne wili depositmoney after
the 151 of the year. We are going to
be-examined as a non-profit organiza-
tion. We sit at a 1766.87 profit
Mewslatter estimate isabout $700.00
Dianne moved, Jim seconded, passed.
Jim pointed out that the phane bill
is up — he is trying to raise maoney
thru sponsorship.

4) Secretary — None

B} Committess Report .

1) Nominating.— WT.

2} Tournamenit o
a}- State Singles -. WT - . State
Singles site, sponsor. ball, workers,
etc. WT sent out 4 letters. got
replies from 2: Davison and Rose
Shores East. 3.is top. much. from
Davison: Poncho “indicated that

there are facilities to stay at,

ARD MEETING MINUTES

December6 1986

Time: 3:00 pmi
Location: 29th Street Fitness Center

however hospltallty was Iackmg
24 to 27 courts are ‘available with
backwall glass. 6 tournament
courts with * fult- backwall glass
" the remaining have glass upstairs.
WT feels that Rose Shore will be
supportive and do the job. Arlene
felt that the glass at Rose Shores
may be a problern and that the
trip there is difficuit. "Jim E.
brought up the fact that the 6
may be sufficient. Jim E. made
thé motion to accept Rose Shares,
Dianne seconded. Stu brought up
the fact that there is not any
seating at’ Rose Shores. 4 for, 2

opposed passed the State Tourna- -

ment will be at Rose- Shores. DP
needs to be contacted; Ektelon
was contacted; Head has not been
cantacted yet. WT will be con-
tacting them soon..Jim E. feels we
have the ball decided by the
- January . meeting. WT reiterated
- that:this is to make :money for.

the RAM, lets think of ways. |

Jim :H. .would like to put the
$B00 profit back into the players
{the: money that we will make)."
Jim made a motion to. put the

money back inta the players JJm;;_

E. seconded passed

by Doubles: Brighton, Woodland-'

Racquet Club. Jim E. has the
corriract. Jim contacted someone
at Penn fim Hiser would like ta
switch the doubles and = the
regionals. Jim E to check

3) Juniars - Sandy — Absent

4) Wornens - Arfene — The weekend

of the Holland teurnament a womens

clinic in Flint with Fran Davis feli

thru. Arlene spoke with Marilyn
Kiegley at Ferris Tom Browniee and
Larry Cole will-.come up and teach
at Ferris the last weekend of lanuary

5) Mewsletter - fim — Newsletters are
in the mail. Player profile turned out
good. the advertisement for clubs is
very. productive for the RAM $100
is .the' price. Hiser wanted to know
what they receive, logos and services

.are listed.  Hiser suggested a playing

clinic, referee clinie, etc. should be
available WT supparted. Jim Skinner
felt very positive that if one supports
one, they will support ‘the other -
good step to bridge the gap between
RAM and the ciubs. Naxt newsietter
will be out.in February. Articles will
be- due at the January meeting.

* {Tom. - VP} {Stu - instruction travel

league) [Jim Skinher}- {Lee - player
profile}” {Patrons’ - Rick . womens
league) (lim - Super 7) {Poncho -

- tournament results) (Lewrenze - Jim)

6) Public Relations - Lee .

7} Rankings - Judy — Jim E, brought
up the .fact the I_.lpdated ratings are
not getting done Agenda item next
meeting. ‘Poncha felt they were not
getting the information Dianne feels
if there is a hassle why not use the
national, We need to get the rankings
out, Mational 'guarantees a 4 day
ranking - If . we federal: express to
AARA, then use the state also

Continued on page'S
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RAM BOARD ME._E_TiNG MINUTES

8) Referes - Jim

9) Sanctioning - Dianne
10) Greivance - WT indicated there
was a problem with a few tourna-
ments WT gave them Lee's name and
there wasn t any respanse
11} Intercoliegiate - Cathie — lerry
Gray will be writing an article for the
newsletter - the states are going 1o be .
at 20th Street

-12) Membership - Lee — WT asked

about the AARA sales at the club.
Lee indicated that if the club sells

- _antfnged fr_om page 4

the membershlp then the club splits
the fee with the RAM and the AARA.
13) Finance - Lee - Letter and data.
Letter is written and it will be i in the

mail by end of Decernber

C) Other: Jim H. asked Duane why the
. older divisions arent going this. .year

Poncho “agreed they were riot participa- -
ting. Duane feels they are not traveling
Poncho also feels the womens are down,
he offered. $5 off for the Metro Womens
League Diane brought up the fact that
women are working and time is the:

.. Dianne -

problem with wemen and tournarents,
WT feels that maybe we could support
womens leagues by giving them balls or
spend money. Arlene will puttogether a.
questionaire for women. Jim Skinner

. felt that RAM should be suppartive of

-the women’s travel leagues, they made
their choice to be .of service to them.
Buy - trophies .. Poncho approach
and offer them a referee clinic. Jim E.
has “offered his services for referee
clinics ‘to the womens metro league.

travel team winner ffee entry

into  the. 'state tournameni. Arlene

Ihe Repm ar — Page 5

suggested a. Ilst should be made up on
who was qualified to teach

WT Is going to look:into changing the
dateof the junior regionals due to the
fact that it is sa.close to spring break.
Rick Hall inquired about the shirts that
the juniors were suppose to get for the

_ nationals.

D} Next agenda items

E} Next meeting and site — Tuesday,
January 10 1987 at Lansing YMCA
7:00 p.m

F} Adjourn - WT lim seconded

RAM MEETINGS

The RAM Board of Directors meet the second Tuesday -of every month to
discuss and |mp|ement -racquethball activities in the state. The meetings ars usually
held at 7:00 p.m. in Lansing at the Downtown Y MCA., '

A few times a year, the RAM meeting is moved to other areas of the state Below
is the date and site of our next moved meetlng

Saturday, April 11, 1987 — At The State Slngles Champ:onshlp

Non-board members .are always welcome to anend any and all of our meetings.
# you have a specific problem or idea you would to discuss at the RAM
meetlng please call Lee Frederickson at (616} 942- 5190

of tournaments and referee certification.

attending three:meetings.

VACANCIES ON THE RAM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

. The RAM Board of Directors currentlv has two vacancies and issfooking far
interested members to help promote racouetball in the state. RAM meets once a
month, usually the second Tuesday in Lansing. RAM activities include membership
promation, juniors, women s racquetbafl newsletter state tournaments sanctioning

The qualifications of @ Board Member include: 1) Attend -three {3) monthly
8oard meetings. 2} Demonstrate active participation in RAM business. 3} Submit to
the President a letter expressing interest in becoming 8 RAM Board Member after

Persons interested in. becoming a RAM Board Member should contact Lee
Frederickson at (616) 942-5190 or W T 8lakeslee at (313} 468-2727,

West Mlchlgan Week of Racquetball Promotion

FEATURING ED ANDREWS - #4 PRO AND FOUR TIME NATIONAL OPEN CHAMPION

DL]nng ‘the week of November 17-23,
1986 Western Mlchlgan ciubs and players
were -treated nightly © to  continueus
educational and recreational clinics with
dermmonstrations that featured Ed Andrews
as the key to the activities. Ed proved to be
the ideal person for the task of directly

promoting our sport in oneé on one inter-
action, on- and off the court, Each evening

from 6:00 p m. to closing was spent with
Ed on the court or in clinics, often Ed was
on the court for four hours or more doing
direct player promotion and educatiomn,
When he wasn 't on the court he was in the
crowd entertaining or :enlightening the
participants. - Ed’s personality lended a
casual friendly atmosphere to the evening's
activities. The following=lists show the
participating clubs and opportunities at
each club

CLUBS: )

29th Street Fitness Center - Monday
November 17. 1986 --Men club mambats,
and interested players.

Riverview Hacquet Club
November 18, 1986 -
club members, and

Alpine Fitness Center’ - Wednesday
November 19, 1986 Women. ciub
members, and interested players.

Holland Health and "Racquet Club -
Thursday November 20. 1986 - Inter-
collegiates, tournament players. ciub
members, and interested players. ’

. Holiand Fall Open .- November 21, 22,

23 1986 - All AARA members welcome,
ACTIVITIES:

1 Sports Medicine - Physical Therapy
2 Weight Training - Nautilus and free
weights for the racquetball player

Tuesday
- Juniors, patrons,
|nterested players.

3. Aerobics for racquetball’ players B
Exercise physiology -~

4. Singles strategy

5 Doubles strategy

6 Video Taping play and instruction

7 Fitness Testing - Fitness Unlimited -

8. Sports Training and Nutrition

9. Forehand. ‘backhand.’ 'and shot
selection

?O Participants Play the- Pro - Ed

Andrews- - For'a $5° donation to
“GRRPA. Team Michigan, or USA. -

Teamn' -.dhy participant may play
Ed one game 1o 11; they .will
receive an autographed- shirt 'and a

can of balls
11. Mens Open - Play the Pro - Round
robin eliminationt for the appot-
tunity to play Ed for the prize of

the night.

.12 Exhibition Play - Men s open player

- against Ed

Many very positive actions occurred that
need to be mentioned. The cooperation
between the participating clubs was out-
standing; this factor alone. ailowed each
club to receive maximum benefit to their
players from a minimum

daring to step on the court with Ed
Andrews in a game to 11 proved to he

very popular. This: pro;éc‘i alane braought

in- $260 for the " Junior programs in
Michigan. Ed "autographed each shirt.
This- proved to be-
with all-the kids and some of the mothers
and women players.

The men open players received a boost
to all their games by the continuous
accessability of Ed for play during the
day, evening. play the pro. and the nightly
tournament to play Ed for the money
prize

Tuesday n1ght at Rwetwew wnth the
juniors was a real highlight for anyone with
an interest in children. Ed was at his_best,
the kids were enthrajled. a large crowd
watched the proceedings, and a lot of fun
was had by alf in attendance.

In this writer’s experience there has
never been an ::pppc:;rtu'nit\.i for the club
member or any " racquetball
receive: so much help *and have fun at the
same ‘time. This is dug o the exceptional

attitude of Mr, Ed Andrews — thank you -

Ed from all of West Michigan.

investment.”
. Shirts that were given to the players for °

immensely " popular -

player  to. -about Ed’s’ oversize racquet

v

'PR_OFESS]ONAL RACQUETBALL

“PLAYER VISITS STATE PRISON

FOR DEMONSTRATION

Ed. Andrews, currently. number 4 on
the mens professional tour and four time
national champion visited the Michigan
Dunes Coirectianal © Facility - at’ the
invitation of the recreational staff.
Located in the gym of the facility is a
wall, ‘painted red, twenty feet wide and
fifteen feet high, Many of the inmates
spend their time playing one wali racquet-
ball. When the facility staff heard that a
professianal player was in the area for
recquetball sport promotion they con-
tacted the local oOrganizer to see if they
could be.included in the week's activities.
Ed, upon hearing  the " proposal, was
enthu5|ast|c from the start - although a
little hesitant,

Bver 100 enthusiastic inmates watched
Ed play- and teach ‘the best players from
the facility. It was an-experiehce ta-be
inside, "knowing that we could get 'out.
The security is tight We got in troubie
just for giving the players two balls and
two sweaty gloves, Whatever you take into
a prison you must take out

It was obvicus that our sport has many
derivations. You only need a bali racquet,

and a wall to have a game develop. Here in .

the prison, without any teaching, a sport
evolved” with rulés specific . for the
conditions that prevail! One guard let us
know' that the order. of the day was a
fifteen minute rafly followed by a twenty
minute ‘argument.

., The jnmates were cordial, imerested,
and excifed to have a celehnty on thejr
own turf that wa$ willing to piay their
game by their rales. A fot of talk evalved
- something
they had ‘- he knowledge. of. The ‘hest
racquet” appeared to- be- a. $16 special.
All the balls were worn smooth and were
dead from 1o much play.

And- to .you the player inmates {DB,
Gilmore, Kemp: Johnson, and Brow) we

owe a thank you for you educated us and

showed g side of life and ouf sport that we

knew nothing about,

ED ANDREWS -

Birthdate: October 15, 1956
Residence: Huntington Beach, CA
HefghtWeight CoT T §73T/200 Ibs
Pro Career: | G years
Sponsor: Ektelon

Finished 1985 -86 Season with #9 Rankmg
Currently Ranked #4
Placed Second in the RMA Stop #2 in
Davison, M/ defeated by Bret Hammett
Won the RMA Stop #3 in Vancouver. B.C.
defeated CIiff Swain

Ed, a longtime dominate figure in the
amateur ranks 'is now a threat in the
professional realm. At the RMA stop #2,
in Davison, Andrews was defeated in the
finals by 8ret Harnett in a very close 5
game match.. Then in Vancouver at the
RMA stop #3 Ed downed the #4 seed
Cliff Swain in 4 games, capturing his first
professionat victory ever! Ed made his way
to the finals'in Vancouver by downing the
#1 seed 8ret Harnett and #3 seed Mike
Yellen. o .

Maintaining his amateur eligibility
enabled Ed fo capture many amateur
National and International titles In May
of 1986 Ed added another US Natiopal
Amateur Champienship title to his credit,
putting his record at four. in 1981 Ed had
a back-to-back gold medal performance at

- the World Championships | in Santa Clara,

California and then at the World Games |,
also in Santa Clara.. He was the bronze
medalist in the World Games H in Lendon,
England in 1985, and a guarterfinalist in
the 1986 World Charnplonshlps in Orlando.
In Japuary of 1986; Ed had the unigue
privitege of traveling with the US Nationa!
Racquetbali Team on a racquetball instruc-
tional tour of Japan and Korea: Ed has
since given up his amateur status.

Lge Frederickson

“UIEE T




Page 6 —The Repor‘ter oo

—— e ———
./:/'./.‘/'../:/'-/:/'-/.7‘”””””ﬂ”ﬂyy‘#”ﬂ”#ﬂ””mﬂ#ﬂﬂ-/.'/‘./-’/" O

Classw Story

Jim Eas:t_eriing'

MAKING HIS POINT

Back in 1981, there was the annual
racquethall towrnament at .the Little
Traverse Racquet Club which is referred to
as the “Petoskey” tournament. In the
Men's Open division there was a good
-player " called ~-”Radiation Man” {whose
real name is William Gotleib}, Radiation
Man was seedid #4 at this tournament and
he theught he should have been seeded #3.

Now you have to know a couple of
things to see where Radiation Man was
coming from. First fie had beaten the
person who was seeded #3 almost every
time -they had played in a tournament in
ithe past. Also, back in the early -1980's
" Radiation Man- was playing & lot of
'PRO-AM * tournaments in other states
and doing quiter well. He was getting
seeded better ‘in other states than he was
in Michigan

- Now on the other side of the coin the
Michigan Racquatball Association (MRA)
-seeded players on the stete ranking points
only. The only way at that time that
players got points was by winning in MRA
tournaments. and if you had mozre ranking
points than another player you wouid. be
seeded over that player. That way no ane
could say the Seeding Committee was
showing “favoritism  Also, there were no
debates on seeding, as it was strictly by
points. | am not gaing to debate which
ane (if any} of these two seeding ideas
are correct There are vahd points to
~ both. v

— e
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‘breaker to 11 points

Anyway the Pe_toskey tournamerit was
a MRA tournament and the seeding was
done according to MRA rulesand Radiation
Man was seeded #4 in the Men’s QOpen.
His first match was against Sheidon Yetlen.
After two games they were tied at one
game each. Then they started the tie-
When Radiation
Man walked up to serve the score was 10
serving 7, and he looked up ai the referde
and said that he wanted an injury time out
and then he left the court. {Radiation Man
was not really hurt.} He was winning the
tiebreaker and only needed one paint to
win -the match. He took his injury time
out, which j5 15 minutes, and -he never
came back to the court. The referee had
no choice but to forféit the match and
declare Sheldon Yetlen the winner.

Now Radiation Man never velled at
the tournament director. He nevar swore
or threw his racquet or complained Joudly
about his seeding. But.instead he calmly
forfeited the match: in protest of. the
MRA's way of seeding players. 1 realiy
have to _respect Radiation Man for-the
unique way in which he went “about
making his point over a principal

A Classic Stary i3 a recquetball refated
story about an event from the past For
those_of you who were there end invoived,

it will be fun rememberinig. For those who

weren't thera, | hope you will enjoy sorme
racquetball “history” from Michigan

" at Sawill

Attentlon Jumors

The Jumor Reg;anai Tournament has
been  postpgned. “and rescheduled The
tournament -will now be held- May 15 17,
in conjunction with the Super Seven Finale
t “the Back Wall  Racguetball Club
in  Madison . Heights. The tournament
réscheduling has been intended to move
the Regional Tournament. closer to. the
Natipnal Tournament, tc be held this year
in Columbus. Any  further
questions should 'be’ directed to myself.
Jim Hiser, or any RAM Board member.
Participation in this event is required to
enter the National Tournament,

This shouid also serve as a reminder for .

you Juniors to start fund raising ideas and
thoughts again. Last year on the“average, it
cost Team Michigan. $125 per Junior, for
aur stay in Chicago Please contact Sandy

by W.T Blakeqlee

Cox Judy Gonyea ick HaII .hm H|ser ar
myseif for further information.

The success of Juniors in racquetball
will determine the fate of our sport in the
future, There are many programs that
encourage lunior participation available to
all Juniors. . .

The AARA. Ektelon, and Penn all offer
programs and assistance. Ektelon even has
a discount racquet program available. As
Junior Racquetball Commissioner, it is my
job to help promote .unior racquetball
involvement Many good programs are
available . . contact me for details

Lastly, if you haven t noticed, spme of
our Juniors really ‘don’t play like kids, do
they? Want to play Joel, Nick or Jim for a
smail wager? These kids, Team Michigan.
are really nationally competitivel

marny courts did they have?

oo B

ABC-TV s Superstars?

T " Trivia 8" is eight trivia questions about racquetball {or racquetball related
things) in the state of Michigan

1 What ciubs,at one time, had the most racquetbal! courtsin the state? How

Who is the person who 'sets up and runs the super 7 tournamentis?

‘What * national'’ racquetbail tournament was held in Michiganin 19777
in August of 1980, at the USRA Junior Nationals who won the Boys 10
and under and the Girls 17 & under? -

Who was the first warnan to earn prize money playing racquetbali?

Who ran the very 1st “PRO STOP* in Michigan? When and where was it?
In 1979 who was the first racquetball player ever selected 10 partwlpate in

In-197%7 the American Professional Racquetball Orgamzatlon {APHO) was
started by Chuck Sheftel. Who was the anly person from Mmhigan who
was there when it first started?

Sea the back page for answers to ™ Trivia 8"

by J.'m Easterling

AHEAD

SPORTSWEAR

APPAREL B

'FOOTWEAR

AERQBIC « RACQUETBALL -

I

I

v

I 8
a.
8

penn

WacGregor

TO ORDER WRITE OR CALL:

SPORTS PLUS INC.
35700 Groesbeck Hwy.
Mt Clemens, Ml 48043

(313) 7917535
-PROMPT . SHIPPING

= RACQUETS
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JACK &

. PLAYER PROFILE
" by Lee.D. Frederickson

Jack White found mgre than a sport in
1978 wheh he took a ‘racquetbail class
at Macomb Community College. The
introductory course led ta a lesson at the
¥MCA .and a tournament ‘at the Maple
Leaf Racquetball Club where he met the

. Michigan tournament crowd.. Additionally,

he gained an individual sport for life, and
he met the woman soon to become his
wife. ™

At the Maple Leaf Tournament, Jack
met Cathy Thompson, whom he feels really
‘influenced his attitude and perspective on
the game in a positive way, Cathy
introduced Jack to many of her friends
which added an element of socialization
for him on the taurnamant scene. He scon
began traveling with this crowd to the
tournaments.

During a match at one of the various
tournaments. Jack had a woman named
Sandy as his referee. After his match, Jack
began talking with her and scon asked
her out on a date. Their date was at the
following tournament in Lansing. Their
dating continued for two years and Jack
knew that Sandy understood his commit.
ment to the sport and that she would join
him in that commitment.

Eventually, the dating led to their
engagement and one year later they were
married,

Qctover 4, 19B6. Jack and Sandy were
wed. Their wedding, however. was not like
most traditional weddings . . . ves, they
were married in a church but following the
ceremony the entire wedding party went
over to the Backwall Racquet Club and had

-1 play so much better.’

the:r plctures taken on a court. No, they
did not change their clothes, they held
racquetball gear while dressed in the
tuxedo and wedding dress. Following the
reception - they  haneymooned in’ Massau,
Bahamas and no racquetball was ailowed.

Jack has progressed through the divisions
and can often be found playing for the
“A’ trophy on Sundays. During the 1985
season, Sandy placed first in the “C*
division and started payiing her dues in the
“B’s”.'In 1986, playing two tournaments a
month. she made it into the “A " .division.
Sandy, who is always trying to improve her
game stated, “I think my next step is
learning to anticipate what my opponent's
going to do. 1 would also like to try to
always have a positive frarﬁe of mind . ..
" Both of their goals
are to become open level players. In 1986,
Sandy and Jack went to the AARA
Nationals in Houston, Texas and became
intrigued  with the sport from the
developmental national level ’

Jack is sponsored by HEAD Racquet
Sports and plays out of The Backwall
Racquet Club His hobbies include racquet-
ball. hunting, archery and bowling, They
live in Warren, Michigan and he works for
Detroit .Edison as an Engineer. Jack
graduated from Wayne State in 19B3 with
a B.S. degree.

Sandy started taking racquetball lessons
from Stu Hastings and-lack would bother
het endlessly for the information she
learned from Stu Finally he realized if he
was going to gain the instructional benefits
he was going ‘to have to begin taking

SANDY WHITE - JUST STRUNG

lessons himiseif. So Jack began W|th ‘Stu,
whonmJacks credits for:calming him dowri
and |mprovmg his game.

About the Hastings’ program, Jack said,
‘[ like the team concept the best and being
a- part of the team. | also have an
opportunity to play and get to know some
of the best players in the state. | like the
feeling of going “to a tournament and
recognizing alot of people!” Jack continued,
“The state of Michigan .is truly blessed to
have a man such as Stu Hastings. who is
dedicated and actively invoived n the
sport. He still teaches the game to anyone
who is serious about learning.”

Jack reiterated his theory on racquet-
ball, "There is a fine line between playing
awesome racquetball and good racquetball.
If you are not in the gifted 2% of those
who are naturally great. racquetball takes
time and practice to become a solid
player.’”

One of Yack’s contributions to racguet
bail is the “off the wall league’” at their
club for Detroit Edison employees; he is
the organizer and the director of the league.

Jack and Sandy feel that racquetball is
still a growing sport, “Now with the pro
divisions separate from open and sand-
bagging eliminated with the ranking
systems, racquetball will increase even
more and become more popular and
strong, ”

The White's wish everyone wedded
bliss, with this sport a part of your
relationship.

SANDY WHITE - PLAYER OF THE

TEAM HASTINGS — PLAYER PROFILE
by Stu Hastmgs

Stu Hastin_gs started a program called
player of the month. It is featured at
Meadowbrook Racquet & Fitness and
Backwall Racquet Club. it features one key
team ‘H” piayer each month. The piayer
profile 1 wanted to share with you is on
Sandy White She is an A player married
recently to Jack White. They play at
Backwall Racquet Club in Madison Heights
outside of Detroit. This player profile may
give you special insights to the game of
racquetball,

When and why did you start your program
with Team Hastings?

October 1984 1 started with. Team
Hastings because | thought | had the
potentiai/ability to learm and work at
becoming a better racquetbail - player At
the time,
working full time - §. needed another source
of accomplishment. Something I could gain
some confidence in myself, } wanted to be
more involved in the sport, and probably,
to be truthful about it | needed to do
something to keep Jack interested in me

What is your competitive playing scheduie?
How have you been doing in these events?

In the 1985 tournament season, !
accomplished 1st place in “C' and started
paying my dues in “B*". Mid 1986 tourna-
merit season | accomplished ‘B”, and am

now working to become a good ‘A"
player | try to play two tournaments a
month. | began. playing ‘in the Level |

Women's Metro League the end of fast
season. So far this year. | haven’t lost a
maich and .am going strong | was very
intrigued at the Nationals -{Texas) last
summer. This inspired me graatly to strive
further with my .game. | have never turned
away anyone that wanted tg play or drili

' -

I wasn't -attending school and .

One of the things to get better is playing
with the better players Sincef've been on
Leve! | League,  |'ve jumped at every
opportunity to practice with them

Have you improved since starting this
program?

Most  definitely!’ Not only  have |
progressed through a few divisions and
worked on mechanics, strength and
endurance, but | also beifeve I've matured
and grown stronger-as a person. Acting
childish, selfish and walking away from
my problems solved nothing: The mental
portion of this sport is what I'l} really have
to work on myself it's probably one of
the hardest things |'ve had to do for
myself to benefit my competitive racquet-
Ball, my marriage family and my social
life. | believe I've comealong way in this
sport with the heip of others. and look
forward to much more success

What do. vou like maost about the program? .

The - 'Team” concept- | think it's
wonderful that so many ‘people can get
glong and help each . other while stiil
retaining that competitive edge The
desire amongst the team members, | feei,
are very strong. Also, | am very fascinated
of the mass knowledge of Stu Hastings-and
how he sets scenarios, simulates competitive
tournament play and is so analogous. What
i've liked recently, is the “‘team’’ splitting
up and competing against ~other smail
teams (shuffle - spring dritls, etc.}. It's just
something else to stabilize our com petitive
abilities. plds it's fun.

What are your short and long term goals in
racquetball?

Short Term ‘- For the remainder of the
season | m working on. being a confident
and agressive “’A" playér. | think my. next
step is learning to anticipate my opponents
much more than | currently do, H'd also

tike to try to.retain .a-constant positive

frame of mind {I pkay so much better then}.
| feel 'I. have the strokes,. mechanics and
abxlltv I just need to "attack” more. Like ’
Joetta said. “Sandy, making the ‘ball hit

the front wall just isn't good enough any -

more ” 'I'm also planning on working on
some extra strength and endurance —
looking forward to possibly playing "*19+"*
at Regionals and putting in another round
or so at Nationals. This may seem quite.a
lot to accomplish for a short term goal’ but
1've started off on the right foot and I've
got less on my mind (wedding) leaving
more concentration for my game,

Long Term — My long term goal is to be
proficient in this game as an ‘Open”
player. 1 think that if § accomplish my
short term .goals, my long term goals wili
look more reatistic, My surroundings and
reassurance at home {Jack’s dedication to
racquetball) inspires me greatly. | realize
that much’- work, desire and dedication
must be from within myself to make this
really happen.

Why do you compste?

Several reasons. The most .important
being it's very challenging, occupies my
time, keeps me happy to- be accomplishing
something so technical and.keeps me in

- good health {conditioning my*lungs lessons

the chance of my asthma problems). |
also like soctaliZzing with people of same
interests. {that's- how- I found my husband).
1 especially like meeting new ‘people and
traveling to new places - T began competing
with the .tennis team in high school. |

played #2 on the team, After junior year; .

1 had other interests, besides it was hard to
find competition if you didn't belong.to a
club. which'was costly, After 1 hit racquet-
ball with my- girliriend, 1 found | was ‘a’
little better at it than tennis. | surpassed
my girlfriend’s capabilitics and pursued the
sport a little further. | then moved on to

it s just

R

~of us is always tired or cranky.

MONTH

another way 1o meet peopie and have fun,
| still feel that racquetball is jUSt as fun
and excatlng

Tetl us about your personal life?

~ This - past October, - Jack and 1 were
married. My game. was tremendously
“affected s Jack's was not | was very busy
planning for the wedding while Jack got to
continue working on his game. Because
Jack arid 1 are so involved in racquetball,
we-haven't much time for much else. One
| guess
it's a matter of time and adjustment in
the bheginning of our marriage. We both
realize that our short/long term goals want
to. be reached- as much as possible before
we think about having children. As far as
our families,” both sides think that our
playing so much racquetball is ridiculous,
time consuming, and too costly for us in
this stage of marriage {trying to save for a
house}. Ngither families undesstand why
we compete. 1 find this very* distracting
because there’s no suppost, no” 'pat on the
shoulder”. or any real concern They're
always telling us that it won't last and
we'll get old of it sometime What they
don't realize, | think,: is that racquetball is
a part of our happiness, our competitiveness,
our marriage and health {besides, this is
~where we met and have most commonality}
We both find it very challenging and fun.

De you work, go to school. are you a
housewife, etc.?

| nave worked full time as a secretary
for six years. Luekily, my job doesn't
imterfere or hinder my racquetbail playing
singe. | rarely have .any problem getting
time off for tournaments or even coming
to lessons-early. 1 have always wanted to
go back to school, but | guess | fear that
I'H hack off of racquetball, which { don’t
want to do just yet 1've come so far to Jose

i
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= and Iue already felt what it’s like
when' | came back“after our honevmoon
1t wasn't:too thrilling. Agaln 1 would like
to ‘accomplish my" shortfiong termi goals
- before | conquer anpther, besides, Imi still
a spring chicken. At some point in time,
I'k hold 2 housewife role. We are planning
on children and for me staying home with
them until a certain age. Time and mother
nature will have to take its course with
my involvement .in racquetball. We're
certainly not planning anything drastic in
the next two .years. | look forward to the
chatlenge and excitement of bringing up
children.

Why do you continue to stay involved with
this program? "
It's very ‘beneficial . for my game..- self-

gratifying, challenging and gives me a sense .

of accomplishment. tf 1. ptay. weil {tourna-
ment or not). | feel good about myself. 1§
t feel good, Jack feels good. it's a cycle,
m not a very confident/positive person
o begin with. This program teaches me

being able to teach whatl Iearn (remforce
ment); and a great sense of confidence.
Not only .does this program give me
assurance with my game but helps me cope
with my personal life too kt's also very fun
and rewarding. !

Is there anything you would like to say?
(anything)

id “like to thank Stu’ Hastlngs for
everythlng he has taught me. 1 actualy

believe I'm -a stronger individual than I.

was before 1 started lessons two- years ago,
| ‘can -still be a wimp, but at least | can
grasp it and deal with it. | ve come a long
way and owe it to StU’ Hastings. his team
members, and my husband, -fack, ['m truly

fascinated with the dedlcatlon ‘and know- -
fedge of these people. With this support, |

believe in ‘myself to ‘accomplish my short
and leng term goals. {1 would of never been
playing ‘A" bali if | didnt take lessons).

THANK YOU, STU, FOR HELPING ME

ot T WITH EVERYTHING!
new aspects of competition, leadership, i -
SPECIAL TOU RNAMENT g .
~_NOTES i
AARA _REGtONALS ‘RAM STATE SINGLES
' February. 20 - 22 " CHAMPIONSHIP
“NEW SITE™ April 10-12
Davison Racguet Club Rose Shores East Racquet Ciub
Davison, Mi Roseville, ME
RAM STATE DOUBLES "AARA JUNIOR REGIONALS
CHAMPIONSHIP May 1517

February 27 - March /1
Woodland Raequet. Club
Brighton. Mi

“NEW DATE & SITE™
Backwall Racquetball Club
Madison Heights, M1

Tournament Observutlons

1 'have been. playing- racquetball’ for
about ten years in ‘Michigan. l*have partici-
pated in tournaments for eight of those ten
years. Tournaments to;me are an excelient
way 1o compete with other players at your
level and enjoy a greet weekend of meeting
players from all over.the state; Qver the
years { have -seen player  participation
decline drasticatly, | reatize that there are
many more tournaments to choose from
today than eight years ago. However, there
are other factors that | feel enter into the
players” decision nat to play tournaments.

My recent participation in a Super
Seven tournament in Ann Arbor has
motivated meto write this article. | played
in the "Seriors A (35+) division and
volunteered to referee several times over
the weekend. | have been amazed for eight
years at the failure of players to simply
play-a “fair” game of racquethall. b noticed
double  bounca plckups profanity,
screaming at the referees; banging racquets

on the wall and just’ about anything. else -

that you can think of thatwould discourage
anyone from ever playing racquetbali!’

The reason that.i am amazed is that the
players are fully’ aware of the infractions
that | have mentioned. Evidentally, in their
need or eagerness to win, they simply are
unable to play what.t consider to be a
“fair"” game of racquetball. | watched a
raily ending in one player telling the
referee that his opponent had taken a
double bounce pickup. The opponent
imrediately stated, “The _ref didn't call
it did he?” This is just one examp!e of
unnecessary unfair play.

have no suggestions that would
completeiy eliminate this' behavior but
consider the following for the future: )
1 Refarees should be more familiar with
the “‘technical” . rules which -would

: referee

2z Line judges shquld be present whenever® °
I realize that. -

possible in° all matches.
this would be difficult to accomptish,
~but it would -eliminate most of the
arguing between the player and the
- referee.

3 Perhaps -the player should be able to
appeal hinders and -other presently
unappealable calls. | realize that this

may calise the matches to run longer at -

first, 'but in the long run, 1 feel that the

player's attitude would improve 10 the

point where there were actually fewer

appeals.

in glosing, | would like to suggest that
all players read “the . section in the rule
book, How to referee when there is no
| feet-that this is tHe most impor-
tant section in the rule book. If the player
dlllgent!y follows this section, it would

greatly improve league, club and- tourna- -

ment play! | have found that many players
are not even aware that such a sectipn
exists in the rule book. For example, do
you know the proper call in the foilowing
situation when there is no referée:

- Your opponent calls .a double bounce

plckup on you during a rally. You are not
sure whether you got the ball on“the first

bounce, Should you: A. replay the point or
B. consider it a double bounce pickup. If
you answered A., then you definitely need
to read the section | mentioned in the rule
book.

Please keep in mind that |.-am not
impiying- that —alt® . players are unfair,
because it is probably,a small percentage
overall. However, it's the small percentage
of any.group that causes degradation in
improving any situation.. Racquetball is a
great sport- for everyone and | am simply
suggesting some possible changes that may
encourage increased participation.

. yeduce the -profanity, and  other Denms McCure
unnecessary  actions on the court o
ANSWERS TO 'TRIVIA 8~ QUESTVIONS
1. Rose Shores and Southfield Racquetime. 2. Jim Hiser

3 IRA Nationals
6. Jim Prgitt - 1975 - Lansing YMCA

4. Jiminy Floyd & Stacey Fietcher

5. Kathy Williams
8. Judy Huhta

Y

7. Kathy Williamns

RAM Facmty Listlng

RACQUETRALL ASSOCU_\TEON OF MICHIGAN

@ @@U@um@ Cluly

_Alpine Fitness Center, inc
1040 Four Mile Rd. NW
{across from Family Foods)
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
{616} 784--390q

Unlimited Racquetball
Cnuﬂs

eagu
Challenge Cnurls Wallvba[l
Aerobics -

Custern Built Studio
20 Classes Per Week
Extensive Free Weights
Suanas and Whirlpools
Child Care Available
Complete Training Center
. Nautilus
22 Siation
Personalized Programming
Guests Welcome

2 th Street
Fitness Center
- 2701 29th Street SE
- ‘Grand Rapids, M1:49508
fbetween Breton & Schaeffer)
' (616) 942.6140

11 Racquetball Courts
4 Continuous Challange Courts:
Racquetbali & Wallybali
22 Station Qjreuit Nautilus -
Complete’ Free Weights
2 Largs Custom Agrobic Studios
" * Indoor Running Track - .
State of the Art Tanning Bed
Complately Co-Ed
Sauna & Whirlpool:
In Man s & Women's Lockerrooms
Guests Are Wslnuma

Holland
Retuer Club

572 E.-8th St

Holland, M1-49423
{616) 392.1417

20 Aerobic Classes Weekly
22 Nautilus Stations
2 Fres Weight Rooms
1IJ Racquethatl Courts
Whirlpools -
Dry Heat Saunas
© . Suntanning..
. Indm}r Running Track
Masseus/Masseur .
Bahysitting Services
Diaily Guest Prices Far:. |
Waorkout Aerobics and Racquetball

FITNESS & RACQUET cLuB
2 Ajax Drive =~ .
[+ Madison Heights, M1 48071
(t ocated at the corner of John R,
-and.Ajax Drive; fust north of

12 Mile Road)
{313) 689-0900

THE

. Detroit Area’s Uhimate
Racquetball Club-
Campatitive Play at AN Levels
TraveHing and.In-House Leagues
“Instivctor - Stu Hastings -
AAM s Male Player of the Year 1986
) S0 Flacquetba" Court:
. ' Artobics
Fltness Center
Frea Weights
Lifecycilos and Liferower
_§tairmaster
" Training Salon
Nursery
"Whiripool and Saunas
Mutrition Counseling
Personalized Fitness Programs

q/VooJ[’anc{ c)?ac uet C}[’u[’

7524W Grand River - Brighton Mlchlgan 48116 - (313) 227- 7373

Air Condmomng for Year-Round Play —
fon Courts for: R

Outdoor Tennis Courts — Regiil

Indoor Tennis Courts
ball, Handball, Paddleball

1 Glass Sidewall Cnmpetltlun Cnurt With Viewing Area — Permanent Court Time

= Junior Excellence Program

Singlés and Doubles Leagues for Women = Sinjles and Doubles Leagues for Men
Attractive Locker Rooms With Whiripool and Saunas — Exercise Area
. Nautllus Fitness Center — Aerobics — Beauty Shop

Toﬁ‘r’nam_ent
Calendar
1987

February

Feb. 6-8 . ....... .Super Seven 6
Rose Shores East Rosewl!e
Feb. 13- 15 ... MCRA Challenge Series 3
C]mton Mt Clemens

F_eb 20-22 ..... ..AARA Regionals

-+ Dayison Racquet Club Davison

Feb.27- -
- March 1. RAM State Dbls. Champlonshlp

‘Woodland Racquet Club - Brighton

'Ma.rch i

March 6 - 8. . .Super Seven 7
Grand. Blanc Court Club Grand Blanc .
March.20 - 22 Patrons Grand Rapids Cnty

: Champxonshlp
Grand Rapids

.Super Seven 8

April3-5 .......
Coliseum - Taylor *
April 10- 12 RAM State Singles
. - Championship
{tha) .
Aprit24.-26. ... ., Three Days in April

Riverview - Grand Rapids

May

May 1-3 . MCRA Challenge Series 4
Players Club Warren
May 15 - 17. . Super Seven Fmale
Backwal] Madlson Heights
May 15- 17, . . AARA Junior Regicnals
" Backwall - ]

Madison Heights

imer
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