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On The Cover . .. 
The triumph of her se cond National 
Champ ionsh ip shows on Shannon Wrigh t's face 
afte r she scores her 2 1st po int in the final 
women 's match at Belleville , Ml . To learn about 
more rout ine moments on the women 's pro tour 
turn to a five page featur e in our Women in 
Racquetball sect,on . 
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Centurion·- New carbon filled composite 
construct ion. Black heat-welded strings.plush 

raised-leather grip. 18.5 inches, 250 grams 
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From Bob Kendler 

Where Do 
We Go 
From Here • 
No matter where I speak invariably I am 
drawn into a discussion of the 
Nationals. Surprising as it may seem it 
is never a question of the conduct of the 
event, it's always a matter of location . 
Players generally have been qu ite 
content with our administrat ion but 
"".ould like to be heard regarding the 
site . Ou r championships have become 
so social, so hospitable and so 
do"".~right entertaining that the players ' 
families plan their annual vac ation 
around our show . We th ink that's an 
off-handed compliment and we 
appreciate it. 

At this moment the final site selection 
for the 1979 Nationals has not been 
made. We've had some wonderful 
invitations and are checking them all 
out. But there is no way we can make 
an absolute decision until we hear from 
you . Got any good ideas for us? What 
we real_ly need to know is where you 
would like to go, what time of the year 
and WHY! 

If you have been to any of our events , 
you know a national tournament 
involves a lot more than making a draw . 
We do a year 's work before we even 
get to the matches. Everything 
connec ted with the tourn ament is 
!mportant, but pleasing you is most 
important. We really want to give you 
the kind of a tournament you want. 
Unless you take the time to write, we ' ll 
never know what you want. So please 
take time to write us-fully and frank ly. 
Whatever you say will be kept in 
confidence and deeply appreciated. 

Maybe you'd like to give us your 
opinion on some of the sites we are 
considering . Like the Atlas Health Club 
in San Diego, host for the 1976 and 
1977 Nation als, a superb facility in one 
of racquetball's hotbeds. What's even 
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more important they have Jerry 
Sandstrom and when you 've said Jerry 
Sandstrom , you 've said it all. 

The temp le at Tempe , AZ , is a 
m<;>nument to the Porter People . Th is 
~nz~na Athletic Club is so outstand ing 
11 defies comparison . Carl Porter would 
like to hold the tournament there every 
year _and a lot of people wou ld be glad if 
he did . Western hospitality (which is 
always great) reaches a new plate au 
every time Carl 's staff takes over . 

Then we have the Sportrooms of 
Miami , headed by Ed Torkelson who is 
well _on his way to becoming a le~der in 
our mdu~try . Beautiful new facility -
outstand ing personnel including 
handball's Fred Lewis and 
racquetball 's Cha rlie Brumf ield on the 
staff - and tremendous amenities . 
Plus in Miami we 'll get a look at the 
Dolphins , courtesy of Tim Foley , also 
an owner . 

Can you imagine what racquetball 
would be like in a $6,000,000 club? 
That's what we have at the Las Vegas 
Sport ing House and they are gung ho 
for anything we can do . Some say this 
is the most elegant court club in 
America and when you put thi s 
alongside all the entertainers and 
money changers, you have an 
unbeatable combination . 

A return trip to Sport s Illustrated in 
Belleville , Ml , is always a possibility . If 
you were there this year , you saw what 
can be done in hospitality and 
management. We had an outstand ing 
tournament right in the heart of middle 
Amer ica , where racquetball is rapidly 
moving into first place. 

Westminster, CA , home of King's 
Racquetball Court , made a name for 
itself with its handling of one of our pro 
tour stops last season. It really 

dis tingui shed itself as the site for the 
first nationa l te lecast of racquetba ll and 
has the ability to handle any event , 
large or small. Rumor has it they will 
soon unve il a 65 court fac ility in the L.A. 
area and this should certa inly be a 
milestone for all of us . 

Want a surprise? Madison Square 
Garden wou ld like to ta lk about the 
finals in a portable glass court . So 
wou ld we. That's assuming you would 
like to go to New York. We could put on 
the preliminaries at any of the fine 
facilities in the greater New York area 
and wind up where the greatest sports 
shows on earth are held. Th is wou ld 
certainly make telev ision a great deal 
easier. And it wou ld catapult us into the 
majo r league of professional sports 
because we are talk ing about galleries 
of 10,000 or more spectators . Can 't 
igno re that. 

I hope you are as confused right now as 
I am. If I _knew where we wer e going , all 
these bids would be a joy. But I won 't 
know where we are going until you te ll 
us where you want the tournament. 
C?me on now, take out that pen this 
minute and tell me where to put the 
Nationa ls. 

Then we 'll both know. • 

0 

Evie and Bob Kendler 

Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful 
to entertain strangers : for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

Hebrews 13:1. 2 
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National Commissioner 

On The 
Agenda 
Looking ahead can be as dangerous as 
it is unpred ictable , but there are 
important things working that will take 
place in the future of our sport and most 
likely that future will be sooner than 
most of us think . 

I speak specifically of three items -
one way glass , the portable glass court 
and overseas racquetball. 

In reverse order, there is no doub t that 
with in the next 12 months a Japanese 
affiliate of the U.S. Racque tba ll 
Assoc iation will be formed as a Far 
East outpost. Eventually this will lead to 
affiliates in as many nations as 
possible in the Far East with the 
building of racquetball facilities the 
primary goal. 

Last month we entertained a 
delegation of representat ives from 
Japan to discuss this exact topic as 
well as a variety of other 
racquetball-related ideas . Th e 
Japanese influence on the worldwide 
nature of our sport will indeed be a 
factor before the mid-1980's, and all of 
us here at the USRA look forward to 
their help . 
In a land that is as land short as Japan 
racquetball is an ideal activity, taking 
far less space than tennis courts, and 
with the ability to build vertically and still 
have adequate racquetb all facilities, 
we feel certain that Japan will become 
a huge market. 

Obviously the Japanese feel the same 
way and we look forward to forming this 
first Far East affiliate and to promote 
our great sport on a worldwide basis. 
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Another interesting concept that we 
anticipate materializing in the next year 
to 18 months is the portable glass 
court. Long a dream of USRA president 
Bob Kendler the portabl e glass court 
has a variety of enticing uses. 

For openers it would allow spectators 
at our major tournament s to number in 
the thousands instead of the hundreds . 
It would allow us to take these 
tournaments into the major arenas for 
sporting events, although we're 
realistic to know that it may be a few 
years before we can command gates of 
15,000-20,000. 

Yet just having the flexibil ity to bring in 
the portable glass court and having 
such a showcase will be import ant to 
the sport. Other uses include setting it 
up at sporting goods shows for 
demonstrations and perhaps even 
doing a traveling exhibit ion tour . 

What would be really outstanding 
would be a successful marriage of the 
portable glass court concept with the 
"white glass" or as some have been 
referring to it "one-way glass." For if a 
portable glass court is to have the 
necessary impact , and for it to truly be 
good for the sport , the players will have 
to be able to see the ball while on this 
court. Current technology in glass, as 
we all know, is not the best. 

Jo e Ardit o 

However we have now tested the 
prototypes for the white glass and it 
looks good - very good . A door has 
been set up and played on and the 
players truly can see the ball as if it 
were coming off of a near wh ite wall , 
while the spectators can see into the 
court like it was clear glas s. 

This special, patented process could 
be one that revolut ionizes racquetball . 
Think how nice it wi ll be someday, 
when glass courts are playable as well 
as viewable. No longer will those who 
play best in mirrors be those who play 
best. 

As each of these items moves along 
the road to real ity, we will keep you , the 
racquetball public , informed . Any 
ideas, information or question s you 
have relative to the future of our sport 
would be greatly appreciated . • 
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THINK TWICE 
YOUR INVESTMENT. PLAYABILITY. 

Select a Precision Court, by Robbins, and you have a 
Racquetball/Handball Court system that will pay their 
way sooner- because they install faster . And, because 
they are built to take hard play , everyday , with a 
minimum of maintenance, means more hours of pro­
fitable play . 

From floor , to wa lls. to ceiling, Robbins offers a total 
system with built-in versatility to fit your needs and 
budget. 

With Robbins . the wor ld 's largest manufactu rer of 
hardwood map le floors, you have a cho ic e of three 
wood floor systems . The superb construction of each 
make them less affected by variations in temperature 
and/or humidity . . . res ist ing warping, twisting, ex­
cessive swell ing and shrinkage . For the player. wood 
floors give fast act ion with uniform ball boun ce as the 
ball comes off the floor without loss of energy . 

Wa ll surfaces feature Formica ® brand Lam inate 
Panels with stud , furred and direct to structural wall 
sys tem s. Formica ® panels prov ide a tough , pre ­
finished surface . Flush fit , for a seamless like surface , 
these panels assure fast play w ith true bal l bounce . 
They are d imensio nally stable and highly warp , 
scratch , dent , and moisture resistant. Optional . 
customized glass wa lls are ava ilable . 

Precision Courts , by Robbins. together w ith its nation ­
w ide dealer/contractor network , offer the owner 
valuable experience in a complete range of services . 
Robb ins, Inc . and the ir certif ied dea lers completely 
warrant the Prec isio n Courts System for wo rkman­
ship, materials, and performance . And, equally impor ­
tant local on-site responsibil ity and control of your 
installation . 

For complete details and specif ications, w rite , or give 
us a call! 

"Manufacturer of nationally famous Precision Courts floor, wall and ceiling systems." 

. . 
Robbiii/j'!/1;626 Ro undbottom Road I Clncfonan, OMo 45244 I (513) 561-5805 





Health 

Racquetball Player Finds a 
Better Way to Run 
by Steve Zingraff 

A Ph.D . candidate in phys ical education at Texas A & M the author also tea ches 
racquetball and runs eight miles a day . He recently completed the 26 mi le Agg ie 
Marathon sponsored by the university. 

What if I told you that distance running 
could not only be painless , but it could 
also be fun? You'd probably say 
something like " You've got to be 
kidding ." This is the reaction of most 
people (even racquetballers) when 
discussing the fine and ancient art of 
distance running . 

Why do we react this way towards the 
oldest of man 's sports? Think back a 
few years and see if you can recall your 
pot bellied P.E. teacher looking at you 
with an evil smirk while neNously 
massaging his stopwatch . "A ll right 
you guys , we 're gonna ran the mile 
today. All of you mullets who don't 
finish in under seven minutes will have 
to take an extra lap ." Or do you 
remember your baseball coach saying, 
" Wrong base, stupid, take a lap ."'? We 
have been trained to view distance 
running as some thing distasteful , and 
certainly something we wouldn 't 
incorporate into our life style . 

But let's face it, fellow racquetballers, 
runn ing is an essential part of 
becoming the complete racquetball 
player , whose training and conditioning 
usually boils down to six activities: (1) 
Actually playing, (2) Practic ing alone , 
(3) Distance running for endurance, (4) 
Sprinting for leg strength and speed, 
(5) Supplemental exercises such as 
calisthenics and (6) Tapering off of 
training as tournament time 
approaches . And which do you expect 
is the least included activity? You 
guessed it - distance running . Even 
those of us who do run for distance as 
part of our training view the activity as 
"the necessary sacrifice . " 

Yet it's distance running that can 
provide the foundation of endurance 
which helps make all other training 
easier and more pleasant. The key 
word - endurance - is the underlying 
secret of success for any tournament 
champion . 
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Not for Those Who Like to Train 
Until They Drop 

Until several years ago I viewed 
running as the "necessary sacrif ice . ·· I 
have since discovered , at first through 
trial and error and then through 
research, that distance runn ing can be 
both pain less , and - even more 
important - enjoyable. If you 're the 
type who likes to train unti l you drop , 
then you don't have to read on . But , if 
you 're like me, you may find the 
following info rmation helpful. 

If the princ iples I set forth are fo llowed , 
you will stand a good chance of 
implementing a three mile or 30 minute 
running prog ram that is painless and 
enjoyable. You'll be able to play longer, 
harder and recover faster and you will 
stay at a consistent ly high level of 
fitness so that you won't have to "gut it 
out" to get in shape for tournaments . 

Before I go any further let me make 
some assumptions about you , the 
reader. I imagine you play racqu etball 
at least three times a week and are in 
fair to good physical condition . (If you 
are limited to fewer than three matches 
a week, your progress may be slow -
you may have to run/walk initially.) 

Different Shoes for 
Racquetball and Running 
First let's consider a basic. One of the 
key ingredients to a successful running 
program is - simply - a good pair of 
running shoes . You're heading for 
trouble if you head for the track in your 
racquetball shoes . To avoid sore 
arches or shin splints invest at least 
$20 in a good pair of running shoes that 
have a heel higher than the toe , good 
arch support, an Achilles tendon pad 
and a firm but flexible cushioned sole. 

One qu ick warn ing - don 't use your 
running shoes to play racquetbal l. The 
shoes will wear out faster beca use they 
are not built to support lateral 
movement , and you w ill run the risk of 
ankle injuries because of the unstable 
platform runn ing shoes tend to provide. 

Now on to my program , based on 
helping you rid yourse lf of two rather 
old fashioned principles . First chuck 
the say ing " If it doesn 't hurt , it's not 
doing you any good ." There 's no need 
to push harder and ha rder du ring 
training runs in order to make it hurt. 
Most of us don 't like to hurt. 
Con sequen tly we either stop runn ing 
competely or we continue to make the 
"ultimate sacrifice " to our sport of 
racquetball and run anyway , hating 
every minute. Th at's not necessary . All 
we must do is run at a bit more than a 
leisure ly pace to acqu ire the 
endurance we need for competit ive 
racquetball. So we rep lace " If it doesn 't 
hurt, it's not doing any good " with "If it 
hurts , you 're going to fast. " 

The second concept to discard is that 
you must combine t ime with distance. 
Since elementary school we have 
always been forced to combine the two 
variables of distance and time. We 
have had to run the mile in seven 
minutes to get an "A. " The standa rd, 
procedur e, then, for Mr. Rol lout, when 
starting his program of running , is to 
measure off a half mile in his car (an out 
and back route) and set his target time. 
Let's say Rollout decided on seven 
minutes as his target time . If seve n 
minutes is too fast for him, the pain may 
be extreme , which, in turn , might lead 
to his giving up his short lived running 
program . If, on the other hand , the 
seven minute target time is too slow, 
Rollout will fail to achieve the tra ining 
effect he's after. 



Steve Zingraff and his wife, Pat , know they ·re running at the right pace because they·re able to converse 
- m this case the happy s_ubject is racquetball . 

Either 30 Minutes or Three Miles 

The secret to the success of my 
recommended program is to use one 
variable and completely ignore the 
other. Either run for 30 minutes and 
don 't pay attention to the distance , or 
run for three miles and ignore the time . I 
recommend 30 minutes or three miles 
at least three or four times a week 
because most runners find their 
second wind after the first mile or after 
seven to 10 minutes of running . 

Let me expound on the term "second 
wind ." The second wind occurs when 
the body settles into a state of 
homeostatis - when the body is using 
the same amount of oxygen that it is 
taking in. This physical state is 
characterized by a steady pace and a 
steady rate of breathing. Once a 
person enters this state of equilibrium, 
the pace can be maintained until the 
physical breakdown of the legs, ankles 
or feet from fatigue . 

As you train , your steady pace will 
increase naturally because of the 
body's ability to adapt to stress. Your 
body will be able to utilize more oxygen 
more efficiently than before. You are 
now "trained." 

How you do you know if you 're running 
at the right pace? The rule of thumb is: 
never exceed the speed at which you 
can carry on a no rmal conversation. 

Warm Up and Check Your Pulse 

Let's now review some of the actual 
mechanics of running . As in 
racquetball you should precede each 
run with a warmup routine, consisting 
mainly of stretching exercises. 
(Remember : stretch slowly, don 't 
bounce. Bouncing may lead to torn 
muscle fibers.) You may also want to 
run your first mile slowly and increase 
your pace as you go. 

You may want to check your pulse rate 
initially . Wait until you're about 10 
minutes into your run, since your pulse 
rate will have leveled out. The pulse 
rate is checked simply by counting 

each pulse for six seconds and add ing 
a zero to the count you get. For 
example if you counted 12 beats in six 
seconds, your pulse rate would be 120 
beats per minute. You 're shooting for 
any count fall ing between 130 and 140 
beats per minute. After you've counted 
as you run a few times , you 'll learn what 
it feels like to be running with a pulse 
rate at this interval. 

The recommended running techinque 
is to hit on you r heel and then roll your 
foot forward to your toes. Rhythmic 
breath ing through your mouth and 
nose will help you settle into that 
sought afte r state of equil ibrium . And 
hold your arms at about a 90 degree 
angle while you run. 

These then are the key ingredients to 
my program: (1) Run a certain time (30 
minutes) or a certain distance (three 
miles) and (2) run so that you can carry 
on a converstation comfortably. 

Don 't push - enjoy! Then watch how 
distance running improves your 
racquetball game. • 
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Introducing the graphite "Pulverizer:' 
Now comes the graph­

ite racquet wit h swack . 
The graphite 

Pulverizer racquetball 
racquet is a combination 
of firm and flex. Of light­
weight and balanc e. Of 
torsion and tension. Of 
power and control. 

Its graphite frame 
is made of 100% contin­
uous fibers (not a cheap 
inje ctio n molded compos­
ite frame using graphite 
granules ). This gives 
yo u greater strength and 
power than any other 
frame material now 
being used. 

With its large sweet 
spot, the Pulverizer is 
designed to "catch" the 
ball, not just get in its way . 

And swack. 

The ball comes off 
the racquet with pul­
verizing, slingshot­
like force. 

On three or even 
four-wall combinations, 
it won t be a ball -

izer. Just out and out for 
the kill. The problem you'll 
have is finding someone 
brave enough to get on the 
same court wit h you . 

And torsion­
tension ™ construct-

just a blur. Porn 
ion lets you put slice e 
or cut on it with 
deadly accuracy and 
virtually no vibration. 

St e ve n s Sporting 
17835 D Sk y 

The graphite Pulver-
Irvine. CA 927l4 

(714) 979-2441 



RACQUETBALL 471 Men's Full Finger Chamois 
472 Women's Full Finger Chamois 
473Men's Hal(FingerChamois 
474 Women's Hal(FingerChamois 
457 Men's Full Finger Sure-Fit 
458 Women's Full Finger Sure-Fit 

459 Men's Half Finger Sure-Fit 
460 Women's Half Finger Sure-Fit 
469 Men's Full Finger Wide Tab Sure-Fit 
470 v½men's Full Finger Wide Tab Sure-Fit 
461 Men's Full Finger Terry 
462 Women's Full Finger Terry 
463 Men's Half Finger Terry 
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464 Women's Half Finger Terry 
465Men's Full Finger Super Light 
466 Women's Full Finger Super Light 
467 Men's Half Finger Super Light 
468 Women's Half Finger Super Light 
26 Eye Guard 
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Instructional 

The Backhand, Part II 
by Steve Strandemo 

From The Racquetball Book by Steve Strandemo with B ill Brun s. Cop yrig ht 
c 1977 by Steve Strandemo and Bill Bruns . Reprinted by perm ission of Poc ket 
Bo oks. a Simon & Schuster Division of Gulf & Western Corporat ion . 

Th e Bac khand W rist Sna p 

The wrist is fully cock ed. 

. . 

4 

,1 •• , 
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.i . , .. 

' !: ~:. 
' : j1,· · 

! ... t • 
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A t con tac t the wrist finishes its snapping motion . 

20 SEPTEMBER 

The wnst starts to exten d before cont act. 

2 

5 

At the beginning of the follow through the wnst is 
held firm and the racquet is still horizontal . 

The wnst is snapping more , and the racquet 1s 
coming through on a horizonta l plane 

' 

3 

Notice the continuous firm hold of the wrist 1 his 
firm wrist pos ition after contact will give 
maximun direction to your shot . 

I) 
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◄ The Wrist 

Notice the imprope r rolling of the wrist after contact . Rolling over the ball like this will tend to 
send your shots Into the floor . 

The wrist will remain cocked until it 
snaps forcibly through that 
12-to-18-inch range before impact. But 
as soon as it completes its snap, then 
hold it and keep it fixed - if you let it roll 
over or just flick at the ball, then your 
shots will spray in every direction. 

The Non-Hitting Arm 

A lot of tenn is converts like to place 
their left hand on the throat of their 
racquet as they draw it back , but this 
can be destructive in learning a proper 
racqu etball backhand. It prevents you 
from bringing the racquet back far 
enough and quick enough so that you 
can take a full swing at the ball , and it 
leads instead to a short, punching 
stroke . 

Another question is what to do with the 
non hitting arm. By practicing and 
experimenting you 'll find the pos ition 
that's comfortable and efficient for you. 
I used to play with my left arm held 
tightly against my body (against my 
th igh or in next to my side), but now I'm 
learning to hold it out away because I 
think the added clearance gives me a 
quicker swing with more potential 
power. The key thing is that your left 
arm should benefit your balance and 
help you swing with a fluid motion . You 
don't want it positioned so that it takes 
away from the full extension of that 
swing . 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 21 



I The Open -Stance Swing 

Due to the sp eed of the shot, you hav e a 
sho rtened backswing and very little rotation of 
the sho ulders . Your feet are wide apart so you 

have a powe rful base of support 

8 

The Follow Through 

After contacting the ball , and with the 
wrist held firm , you want to pull through 
with your hitting shoulde r so that the 
racquet trav els on as hor izontal a plane 
as poss ible . This will enable you to 
have greater consis tency in keep ing 
the ball low on the front wall . If your 
shots keep hilling too high on the front 
wall , then either your follow through is 
carry ing up too high or your racquet 
face is beveled (tilted) up at impac t, 
instead of being straight up and down . 

22 SEPTEMBER 

The knees are shghtly ben t and the racquet 1s 
coming through on a horizontal p lane . There 's 
no time for the hitter to step into the ball , so he 
must hit from a stationary posit ion. 

9 

) 
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Common Backhand Errors 

Placing your left hand on the racquet handle will 
pr event your racq uet from bei ng pull ed back to 
its p rop er set p ositi on , and it will inhibit you from 
having a flwd swi ng . Notice the lack of shoulder 
rota tion by the hitter . 

12 

Con tact is made off the front foot , tt,e wost has 
snapped , and the body has remained low 

10 

This is a similar prob lem , with the racque t not 
p ulled back properly . Insufficient knee bend and 
excessive bend ing at the waist will also place 
the hitter in trouble . 

13 
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The knees are not bent and the racque t ,s too low 
in its set pos ition . This resembles a two hand ed 
tennis backhand , which is not what you want . 

The body continues to stay low. the wrist is held 
11 firm. and the follow through is shortened 

A basically good swing is ruined by having the 
racquet fac e tilted upw ard at impact. The ball 

can go only in one direct ion - high up on 
the front wall. 

15 
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Practicing The Backhand 

If you 're unable to hit a backhand up to 
the front wall that returns to your 
backhand side, then start your drills by 
lobbing a forehand so that you can 
simply turn around and hit a backhand. 

As you're gaining confidence in this 
stroke , just practice hitting it up and 
down the left wa ll, about three feet high 
or lower. You'll have trouble keeping 
the ball off the left wall and out of center 
court, but remember : the people you 
are playing at your ability level are also 
having a tough time w ith this shot. So 
you want to learn to direct the ball into 
their weakness as much as you can. 

Once you acquire a dependable 
stroke, you can start rallying with 
yoursel f completely on the left side of 
the court, and eventually you can 
practice cutting the ball off near the 
front court . But this will take a good, 
firm stroke that sends the ball into the 
front wall with accuracy and velocity. 
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This seq uence shows that common ba ck hand ailment - the punch stroke . In the first photo , the hitting arm is too far away from the body. Then, at contact , 
the racq uet is still too far away from the body , thus plac ing all of the strai n of the swi ng on the hitting arm . The follow through is equally wasted as far as 

generat ing any p ower . The entire swing lacks wnst snap and good shoulder power. 

16 

Backhand Fundamentals 

1. Have your racquet set quickly , and 
pulled back. 
2 . Have your wrist in a cocked position 
to help ensur e an explosive wrist snap. 
3 . Your legs should be comfort ably 
bent to help generate a more total body 
swing. 
4. Have your left arm positioned so you 
have clearance to swing freely . 
5 . Let the ball come to you so you can 
take a full shoulder swing . 
6 . Rotate your shoulders toward the 
back wall. 
7. Uncoil your hitting shoulder and your 
hips into the ball so that your racquet 
can move freely through impact. There 
should be a natural opening -up of the 
body . 

24 SEPTEMBER 
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8. Don 't be tentative ; get the racquet 
back as you set up, and then bring that 
hitting shoulder down th rough the ball 
with force . 
9. Strong shoulders will help , but 
flexibility is just as important to enable 
your upper body to rotate easily. 
10. Let your body do its work before 
your racqu et contacts the ball. 
11. Snap the wrist forcibly through 
contact , but don 't let it roll over ; let the 
hitting shoulder pull the racquet 
through . 
12. Follow through at about waist level. 
13. Poking the ball will result in a weak, 
incomplete follow through . 
14. Try to funnel your strokes down into 
the left front corner. But first strive for 
velocity . You want to at least put 
pressure on your opponent to make the 
next play when you miss your target. A 
short , punching stroke will give him too 
many setups. • 
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Existing New Jersey 
Racquetball Facility 

Currently Adding Ten 
Additional Courts Has 

Position Open For 
Head Racquetball 

Pro. 
Must Be Fully Conver sant In 

Development Of Junior 
Program s, League s And 

Tournaments. 

Send Resumes To 15 Civic 
Center Drive East Brunswick 
NJ or Call Jacqui Collect (201) 

257 -7507. 
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INVES I 
RACQUE BALL 
d·scoverr 

0 Site selection and acquisition 
0 Design and layout 

o Complete arch itectural 
services 

o Complete materials 
package 

o General contractor 
coord ination and 
construction management 

• Installation 
• Pre-opening membership 

sales program 

• Operation consultation : controls , 
procedures, activity planning 

• Personnel training 

o Marketing/advertising program 

o TAX ADVANTAGE CONSULTATION 

CPI and Bau o r- Frampton, manufactur o rs of pr o ml o r 
F- 62 - SP court pan o ls, ar c affillat o compan io s in tho 
racqu o tba ll Industry . BAUER--- - --.. 

( f t'IUM 

EN 
E 

OU 
, 
T 
URN 

---------------~~~~ I Yes, p lease send me more information I 
COURT PLANNERS 
AND INVESTOR 
SERVICES, LTO. I on CPl's total racqu e tball package. I 

I name I 
I company I 
I oddreu I 
I city 1tote lip I 
I phone ( I 
I 

MA IL TO: Cou rt Planners & Investor Services, ltd . I 
NA 575 Underhill Blvd ., Syouet , N.Y. 11791 ---------------

575 Underhill Boulevard 
Syosset, New York 11791 
(516) 364-9270 



Instructional 

Preventing Wall _Cras hes 
by Terry Fancher 

This article is from 40 Common Errors in Racquetbal l, and How to Correct Them 
by Terry Fancher and Arthur Shay , now on sale at pro sho ps and bo oks tores . 

Mistake 

Wall crashing • Racing toward either 
side wall, it is easy to overrun the ball 
and crash into the wall , usually 
shoulder high with the arm pinioned 
between body and wall. 

Q 

• 
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Since 1872 - Manufacturers of 
The Finest in Hard Maple Floors 
Specializing in Sports Floor Construction 

Contact us for Engineering Data and 
Specifications on our " Layt ite " 

Court Floor System 
for 

Racquetball - Handball - Squash 

~ ER';!~~s';?~ ~ WAUSAU, WISCONSIN 54401 
P 0 . BOX B4 7 

l 
/ 

Correction 

To avoid overrunning that results in 
wall crashing practice hitting from 
racquet and arm 's length from the wall. 
Do a series of 10 shots forehand and 
backhand from each wall, trying to hit 
"wallpaper " balls - balls very close to 
the wall. 

Even in a frantic rush to the ball , you 
shouldn 't have to come closer than 
three feet or so - theoretically. 

OK. a crash is imminent. Learn to break 
your crash by using the hand and arm 
nearest the wall as a kind of shock 
absorber, a spring that lets the body hit 
the wall with some insulation from the 
direct shock . 

As swimmers and veteran handball 
players do learn to use that braking (not 
breaking) arm to push off and get back 
into a good defensive position, instead 
of crumbl ing on the spot. • 

Assistant Manager 

WANTED 
Hudson , Ohio 

18 Courts /Jogging Tack 
Exe rcise Rooms 

Instructor /Pro Background Desired 

Send Resumes To: 
David Hall 

184 Currie - Hall Park Way 
Kent, Ohio 44240 



Instructional 

Teaching the Backhand 
by Jerry Hilecher 

Jerry Hilecher, one of America's top racquetball players, this month presents the 
third in his how to teach series written especially for National Racquetball . 

In Lesson number three we have the 
unenv iable task of beginning to teach 
how to hit a backhand . But before 
plunging into that you probably want to 
finish where we left off last month- the 
forehand back-wall stroke . 

As always spend the first five min utes 
of the lesson backtracking , review ing , 
making sure good habits are being 
established . Hit a few setups to your 
stud ent's forehand, toss a few easy 
one s off the back wall. 

Remind your student of what we 
discussed in the last lesson - that the 
"secret " to hitt ing the ball off the back 
wall is for you to move at the same 
speed as the ball as it rebounds off the 
back wall , so that the ball remains in the 
same positon relative to the front of 
your body . 

As you move out from the back wall the 
racquetb all is dropping, and you 're 
concentrating so you can make contact 
low , just as you wou ld with a norma l 
forehand setup . 

Eye on the ball , racquet ready, full 
stride, rotate the hips and BOOM! Kill it. 
(See Photos 1, 2 and 3.) 

Too many people let the ball get past 
them as it bounces off the back wall. 
Then they 're lunging and falling onto 
the floor instead of stroking it smoothly . 

Photo s by Lou Thiessen 
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Photo 1 Photo 2 

• 

Photo 3 
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The way to avoid this common pitfall is 
to use the shuffle step . 

As the ball comes off the player moves 
away from the back wall , back foot 
behind front, slow and easy . (See 
Photo 4.) Demonstrate it for your 
student. Help with the timing . Polish the 
stroke . You know how important it is to 
kill those back wall plums.Give the 
student the full benefit of your 
experience right here. 

As he or she goes through the drill , 
hitting one after another, you should be 
watching for the same checkpoints you 
taught with the forehand : proper grip, 
wrist cocked, hip rotation , weight 
transfer, follow through, etc. 

Don 't forget to compliment a good 
stroke. "Dynamite . Real smooth ." 

Build confidence and enthusiasm. 
You 're about to neet it. 

Photo 4 

-.:- I 
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The Backhand 

The reason we've waited until now to 
introduce the basic backhand stroke is 
to build confidence and knowledge . If 
you 've built a strong basis in the 
forehand , it w ill be easier for both you 
and the student to tackle the backhand . 

The backhand takes the longest to 
develop . Your student will see less 
change in his game. If you introduce it 
too early, you run the risk of 
discouraging someone so much that 
he never comes back for another 
lesson .- and that's a big loss for the 
sport of racquetba ll. 

Now this may surprise you. I suggest 
you start by hitting some setups to your 
student's backhand. That's right : forget 
about the backhand grip for right now . 
Forget about drop-and-hit. Dish up a 
few setups off the front wall . 

The goal here is to get the footwork 
right. 

Your student will gain the ability to 
move to the left and just make contact. 
Don't worry about where the ball goes . 
Don 't worry too much about the 
technique. Again let's get a little 
confidence . 

Instead of having him remember a new 
grip , wrist snap, elbow position, this , 
that, this, that .. . let's get the footwork 
right. 

Rembember what I said back in Lesson 
1 - footwork and timing are the 
biggest failures of most racquetball 
players. 

Teach how to turn toward the side wall, 
stepping toward the backhand front 
corner . It's the Box Theory from the last 
lesson . (See Photo 5.) 

Coming Up : 

New shots and new ideas from top pro 
Jerry Hi lecher . 

As this becomes natura l, you 'll be 
ready for the gr ip. 

Only please gear your instruct ion to the 
individual. If your student is a fas t 
learner , don 't waste time , get on with it! 
But if you are teaching a comp lete 
nov ice, perhaps someone who 's 
having a little trouble pick ing up the 
basics, slow down . Be patient. These 
articles aren 't exact timetables : 15 
minutes on this , 30 minutes on this, 
now do this , next lesson we 'll do 
such-and-such. I'm giving you a guide. 
This is my th ird article . If you and your 
student are already in your sixth 
lesson , that's OK . No big deal. 

When you know your student is getting 
comfortable with the backhand , wh ich 
can be awfully awkwa rd for a lot of 
people, explain what would happen if 
he didn 't change to a backhand gr ip. 

The racquet wou ld be tilted at the point 
of contact , right? The ball wou ld be 
undercut and hit too high . 

The checkpoint is the " V" fo rmed by the 
thumb and forefinger . 

For the backhand that " V" should be 
toward the inside of the racque t hand le. 
A right hander rotates the racquet to 
the right , a left hander rotates it to the 
left . 

Again give a demonstrat ion, only don 't 
use the time to practice your own shots . 
Once or twice will do nicely. 

And now let's plunge into the full swing . 

I'm not here to teach you how to hit a 
backhand. I'm assuming you already 
know that. But keep in mind the biggies 
- the several keys to a good stroke. 



Photo 5 
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• Ready position. Weight back, facing 
left wall, racquet cocked at shoulder 
level. 
• Full stride. A 45-degree step toward 
the backhand corner . 
• Be low. Drop the racquet quickly to 
desired level of contact, then make a 
level stroke and wrist snap. 
• Follow through . The arm gets weary 
when the swing is restricted . 

I recommend you practice all this 
without the ball. Have your student 
make five or 10 strokes, and you 
comment appropriately. Try to single 
out one major point, unt il the student 
can eventually comment on his own 
stroke . Self criticism is a good 
indicat ion that someone is learning . 

Then add one more element - the ball. 

Make a nice , easy ball drop off the lead 
foot. The biggest problem I see is 
rush ing the stroke . There 's a defin ite 
tendency to hit the ball too high- even 
more so than on the forehand. 

As the sw ing looks better and feels less 
awkward , beg in hitting some setups. 
Only this time insist that the proper 
stroke be used . Legs , hips , weight , 
wrist. 

Where is he or she hitt ing the ball? If it's 
going into the near side wall, he's 
hitting it too late . If it's going cross 
court, she 's hitting too far in front ; the 
lead foot may be pointing straight 
ahead instead of into the corner at that 
45 degree ang le. 

And that's it. Easy , huh ? And to think 
you and I were scared when we began 
trying to teach the backhand . . . • 

O Eas1e,n Avenue TT 
rlslecU , NJ 07072 • (2011 935 ·2300 

Please send m e more In forma ti on I 
on your O RACQUETBALL S YSTEM 

Name _______ Te l --- - 1 
Add re ss ___ _ _ 

C1ly . __ __ S tale __ Z ,p - - • 
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Instructional 

APRO teaches . 
How to Practice 

Photo 1 
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The Amencan Professional Racquetball 
Organization certif ies instructors ar clin ic s 
around the country . For mor e information write to 
APRO , 730 Ptne Street , Deerfield , II 60015 . 
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Photo 2 

Photo 3 
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Photo 4 

Steve Boren , using Veteran Pro Kathy Williams 
as a model , shows how a teacher should break 
the shot into elements the student c an pr ac tice. 
Pho to 1 - p oincof contac t off the front foot, pho to 
2 - con centrating on wrist snap , p hoto 3 -
comb ining wrist snap with ba ll placeme nt and 
pho to 4 - the p erfec t execution. 

The practice court , which is read ily 
ava ilable but se ldom used . helps 
students improve their racquetball 
games . Pract ice with emphasis on 
court posit ion and strategy is attained 
by playing as many matches as 
poss ible . To deve lop specific shots the 
use of a practice court is best. 

The instructo r should inform the 
student that only one or two shots 
should be practiced per hour . The 
repet ition of this particular shot or shots 
selected for the hour is the key . The 
instructor, hav ing selected the shots , 
should then expla in each element of 
the shot in detail - arm position , point 
of contact of ball , foot placement , 
wrist snap, etc . Now the student may 
proceed with the pract ice period . 

The instructor shou ld fo rmulate a 
practice session for each shot , 
informing the student to concentrate on 
only one element of that shot. The one 
hit stop - one hit stop method should 
be implemented and continued until 
the student has achieved an 
understanding of that element of the 
shot. When the student has an 
understanding of each element , he 
may then put two or more parts 
together until the whole shot is being 
pract iced with the one hit stop method . 

A student will become very bored on a 
practice court unless some games or 
props can be implemented into the 
practice session . The teacher should 
stimulate the pupil with the use of 
games {percentage of good sho ts, 
consecutive shots , etc.) and/or props 
(cans in front court, tape walls , boxes in 
rear court). 

The teacher should always inform the 
student that : THE PERSON 
PRACTICING WILL BE THE MOST 
CRITICAL AND LEAST OBJECTIVE 
ABOUT HIS OR HER 
IMPROVEMENT . But the use of 
practice courts will improve the 
student's game at a gradual rate. 

-Steve Bore n 



Nautilus urese11ts ... 
5pOR1'SfAA1'E 

Ar\hur Ashe 11ay11; ' I've had tennis 
elbow and in mY opin ion sportsmate 
provides a very ettect 1ve cond it ion ing 
tor aid 1n the prevent ion and rehabil ita­
tion ot tennis elbow . For mY money, 

Naut ilus equipment is ~t-
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Professio t e-game 
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PROfiles 

Steve Serot 
~ 

It has been said that Steve Serot, at 
age 22, has been over the hill and back , 
and that he is the yo1.:1ngest veteran in 
professional racquetball. Well over the 
hill - hardly . And he is back . One only 
needs to check the current rankings of 
men professionals to see that Sero! 
was nestled in the number three spot 
going into the National championships . 
Assuredly he 's back. 

"Every player goes through maturity 
periods both on and off the court, " 
Se rot says. " When I was 15 to 17 years 
old, I was very offensive and had only 
one game style . Now I play each 
player differently , mixing it up with 
defense and offense, doing what I 
have to do to win . Three or four years 
ago people would say 'Does Serot 
know what defense is? ' I was also 
much more reckless about myself , 
diving at whatever cost. This plagued 
me because I was sidelined often or 
playing injured . This year /"ve played 
every game and had a pretty good 
season." 

Today Sero! continues to awe 
audiences with his unbelievable 
retrieving ability and his tenacious 
backhand. He's often demonstrating 
his ability to shoot from any position on 
the court - supine, prone or upright. 

Born and raised in St. Louis - a 
contemporary of other greats such as 
Hogan, Hilecher and Koltun - Steve 
began playing racquetball at the 
Jewish Community Center when he 
was eight years old. Steve, like many 
others, turned to racquetball after 
having been introduced to handball by 
his father. 
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"My father played pro baseball for the 
St. Louis Cardinals for 13 years, ·· 
Steve says . "When he retired, he took 
up handball to stay in shape . I began 
playing handball with my father - I won 
the Junior National Handball 
Championship title when I was 14 -
and eventually I switched to 
racquetball ." 

Although Steve is naturally right 
handed, at age 13 he injured his right 
arm playing baseball, and had to 
become left handed on the court in 
order to continue play ing racquetball. 
He's been a racquetball southpaw ever 
since . 

At 17, though he'd batted over 400 for 
three consecutive Little League 
seasons , he gave up a try at 
professional baseball to pursue a 
racquetball career, encouraged by a 
Leach Industries offer for a scholarship 
at San Diego State University . (He 
thinks Leach 's program for junior 
players is outstanding.) 

by Dan Bertolucci 

Steve likes to amuse his friends with 
his harmonica and his magic tr icks . 
Other non racq uetball inte rests are 
squash and marathon running, though 
the latter is related to racquetba ll 
because it's part of his training . Steve 
runs six miles every morning and does 
300 situps a day . He also has a daily 
racquetball game , and three times a 
week he works out with Nautilus 
equipment to develop his upper body . 

Steve's list of racquetbal l 
accomplishments is long . Between the 
ages of 15 and 18 he put together over 
50 semi-final fin ishes. In 1974 he was 
national champion runnerup and top 
men 's pro money winner , as well as 
National Invitation al Doubles 
champion with partner, Charlie 
Brumfield . 



. . , 

Serot is cons idered the best div er in racquetball, but reaching for a ball head first is no longer the mainstay of his game. 

• 

--- -- -- --

Though Brumfield has been a frequent 
winning doubles partner for Serot, 
Steve has been less than successful 
against Brumfield as an opponent. 
Steve says "After high school, when I 
moved to San Diego, I looked on 
Charlie Brumfield as the great 
racquetball hero . In doubles I always 
was referred to as his partner ; in 
singles I was his opponent . I was the 
youngster - just one of the many - and 
it took away some of my confidence. 

Backhands are Serot sp eci alties. 

This season I moved away from that 
pressure -out of San Diego and back 
to St. Louis . Being back here has 
restored a lot of my confidence - just 
winning all my practice games has 
been a help . It's good for me to be in 
St. Louis - the best racquetball player 
around." 

Steve says he plans to compete "until 
the body is no longer able. I have still 
not reached my peak. 

"For anyone to improve he or she must 
practice, get into condition and play 
better players . Oh yeah, watch the 
pros." And one of the pros to watch is 
Steve Serot. He is back. • 
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Beyond the Open 

At 72, His Life Revolves Around Racquetball 
Racquetball is Joe Finn 's third business and 
athletic career . 

Joe Finn hung his head in shame when 
he remembered his ignominious first 
round defeat in the Golden Master 's 
division of the 1978 Nationals . 

And that's no sort of performance for a 
man who has been playing the game 
for over ten years. 

But what you have to remember is that 
the first day Joe picked up a wooden 
paddle racquet and a bald tennis ball 
he was already 62 years old - at the 
age most people are thinking of giving 
up their athletic enjoyment. 

Seven and two - his age , 72 - and 
Joe was facing an opponent 15 years 
younger then himself . 

"And down at this end of the age scale , 
those sort of numbers matter ," he 
added . 

So here is a man, in his third athletic 
career, his third business career, who 
has literally spent more hours on a 
court than most of us have breathed . 

The slim, soft spoken former gas 
station operator from Troy, Ml, the 
oldest player in this year's nationals, 
has been playing indoor court sports 
for over 50 years . He started off with a 
20 year spell playing handball ... "but 
that ended when I tore some ligaments 
in my arm. My doctor advised me to 
change to a sport with a racquet." 
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So Joe , at the ripe old age of 41 , took 
up squash and his involvement with that 
lasted until one day in the mid 60 's 
when he was tempted onto a handball 
court by a few friends clutching some 
suspicious looking racquets and an old 
bald tennis ball called a "pinkie ". 

It didn 't take much for Joe to desert the 
long-handled squash racquet for the 
new and grow ing game which went 
under a handful of names but gene rally 
rejoiced in the title - '"paddle tennis on 
the handball court ". 

Joe 's new love didn 't endear him to his 
former handball playing cronies down 
at the Troy Y, for he was a turncoat , a 
traitor pushing for acceptance of the 
new sport in the precincts considered 
sacred by handballers. 

"I was the villian at the Y. I had been 
one of them and now here I was 
pushing for racquetball . At first the five 
courts at the Y remained solely for 
handball . 
"Those handball players called me 
everything under the sun and they 
were ready to string me up when we 
had meetings to bargain for court 
time ". 

The deal Joe lost his friends over 
seems laughab le to those of us who 
grew with the boom in the sport. Out of 
the five courts two were made available 
for racquetball 

"But - and it was a big but , - when a 
handball player wanted them ... he 
had the right to take the court right 
away," chuckled Joe. 

Joe 's close involvement with the game 
just grew and grew . He became state 
commissioner for Mich igan and 
organized a tri-county league. 

Then five years ago he retired from the 
gas station business and did the very 
thing handfuls of young racquetball 
players would give their all for. He 
became a racquetball bum. 

"I didn 't get tired of work , I just got tired 
of pumping gas. Then I worked for a 
while as a distributor for Ektelon 
racquets . 

" I used to sell a couple hundred 
racquets a year; I was the only one 
man distributor in the business I 
suppose, " he grinned. 

by Nick Longhurst 

Then at a age when most of us would 
be think ing of a comfortable armchair 
and grandchildren , Joe found himself a 
new job - teach ing rac quetb all at the 
Map le Courts in Troy. 

'"I couldn 't bear to be inactive for more 
than a couple of days so the job suits 
me fine . I work every day of the week, 
normally from 9:30 unti l 3, teaching 
mostly beginners . I get such a kick out 
of it I think I wou ld die if I cou ldn 't do it. 
And I can still beat the majority of club 
members , so when I want a tough 
game I can always find someone 
whose trying to get the edge on me." 

Joe is also one of the few 
racquetballe rs who have car ried the 
sport onto the te levis ion sc reen, and 
that puts him in w ith the e lite few like 
Hogan , Bledsoe , Wagner , Wright , 
Harding and Marr iott . 

Joe played a seven minute game 
against fromer Detro it T igers catcher 
Jim Price who hosted a Detroit sports 
show . 

" I had no idea he was such a good 
player. We played one game and he 
beat me 21-18 ." 

It was a shock for Joe when he saw the 
program televised . "I saw an old man 
playing . Every player figures he is a 
graceful athlete , but I looked at the 
screen and saw how I really was. I 
tried to clean up my style a bit after that 
though ." 

Joe 's docto r says he is going to be jus t 
as lively when he reaches 90 years of 
age and he swears he ' ll still be playing 
racquetbal l. 

"Being fit and healthy certainly helps 
recovery from an illness , and I know 
that has been a fact with me. 

Joe plans to stay with his game, too . "I 
think it's too late to change over to a 
fourth sport . I like to run , too , but 
running is boring . Racquetba ll is my 
life and if I didn 't play I would go nuts. I 
would probably even have to find a job 
or go back to pumping gas or 
something . 

Stick to it Joe . . . we hear you . • 
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Class Named for Robert W. Kendler 
The 197 8 Fa ll Re union of the 
Va lley of Chicago, which will 
be he ld Nov . 2, 3 and 4 at the 
Sco ttish Rite Cathedral in 
Ch icago , will be named the 
Robert W . l<endl er class . 

The honor will be bestowed In anno uncing the honor for for all you ha ve done for 
upon the illustrious Rober t USRNN RC Presi dent Kend- our ValfeyofChicago w ith 
W . Ke nd ler. 33°, M.S.A., le r the Illus trio us Robe rt L. the Ancient Craf t Degree 
who has been active for G iesel , 33°, Active, said Team and with Frate rnal 
many years as chairman of "this is in token of ou r Re la tion s. ·· 
the Ancient Craft Degree grea t esteem fo r yo u and 
tea m . 

Keeley Wants Your Old Non-Dimpled Bandido 
Veteran racquet ba ll. pro and 
au th or, S teve Keeley , say s 
he hasn · t hit a kill shot since 
t h e Nationals , where he 
broke his las t o ld Ba ndido 
racq uet made from a p las tic 
mold whic h Leach Industries 
no longer uses . 

Kee ley w ill trade a new 
Leach Bandido for an o ld 
racqu e t. Say s Keeley: 
" Identify the old Band ido 
by its weig h t (312 gra ms) 
or by exami n ing th e top of 
the h andl e (eight-side d 
surface) just ab ov e the 
grip : Th e words 'Leac h 

IT'S '7/ME" TO BUY!! 
Unique clock symbolizes your interest in the 
greatest sport ... EVER! 

HANG IN : 
OFFICE• DEN• REC ROOM • etc . --------- ------

EXCELLENT FOR: 
PERSONALUSE•RACQUETBALLCLUBS 

GIFTS• PRIZES• TROPHIES 

FUNCTIONAL• DECORATIVE• BATTERY OPERATED 

SUPERB QUALITY• REGULATION RACQUET 

GUARANTEED CLOCK MOVEMENT s.-.vE 
ENE RGY 

San D iego· appea r in 
raised pla st ic o n the two 
widest faces of this e ight ­
s ide d s urface , and o nl y o n 
the old Ba nd idos the t wo 
surfa ces on e ith e r s ide of 
the rai sed plas t ic le tt e rs 
a re flat. (On the ne w Ban ­
dido the tw o surf aces kitty 

corner to th is "Le ach S an 
Diego ' are indented , or dim ­
pled ." ) 

If you can trade with Kee ley, 
write him or send him your 
old model. His address is 
6369 Reynolds Rd .. Haslett, 
MI 48840 . 

~ ANCO (813) 885-2995 (i~;~;::~ =~;'.:: ................. . 
0 
t­
o 
z w 
en 
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Qty I Description 

I Clock (s) @ $33 .00 

Florida Res add 4% Sale s Tax 

Shpg & Hndlg @ $2 .00/ Clock 

rrotal Amo unt of Order 

Total 

~ Enclosed please find a O check or □ money oroer 10< the 
o.. total amount or you may charge my: □ VISA □ M.C. 
::::; (J Numbor _____________ _ _ 

Expua11onOa10 ____________ _ 
S1gnaturo ______ _______ _ 

Namo (pnn l ) _____________ _ 

Address -------------- -
Ci ty St ___ Z,p ---
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Every court club 
manage 

making money 
t&, 

we 
-IS 

we manage club properties 
f ram coast to coast* 

• If you are planning an investment into 
this sport; 

• If you are at least as interested in 
making a profit as you are in owning a 
club; 

For any of the preceding reasons, or 
any of a dozen others, you will find we 
can help you. Racquet Time has accumu­
lated a mountain of information, from a 
wide variety of sources and experiences. 

We put this to work for and with you . 

Not only has every Racquet Time club 
made money from the first day of opera­
tion, but we have taken over existing 

• If you need assistance in obtaining fi­
nancing ; 

• If you would prefer to have none of 
the headaches of day-to-day manage­
ment , 365 days of the year; then, 

• You want to talk with us . 

money-losers and turned them into 
money-makers . 

To the best of our knowledge Racquet 
Time is the only firm in the nation work­
ing with and for investors , builders, or 
owners in club management, franchising , 
leasing and purchasing . 

We can do it all, and have the track rec­
ord, over a substantial length of time, to 
prove it. Call us. We can help you. 

RACQUET TIIII~-Our club members are having a ball 

So are our club owners 

John Chapman, Vice-President 
Post Office Box 809 - Stillwater, Oklahoma - 405/372-8655 

*Montclair, California; Fresno, California; Tucson , Arizona; Lexington, Kentucky; Monroeville, 
Pennsylvania; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; Laguna Niguel, California; Stillwater, Oklahoma. 





Life on the Women 's Pro Tour 
They're Not Campfire 
Girls Anymore 

by Jean Sauser 

• 
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-Anhur Shay photo s 

The NRC women 's professional 
racquetball tour is current ly made up 
of 16 women who come out to 
compete on a regular basis . History 
books will record us as the first 
women racquetball pros . Our story 
is one of camaraderie , compet ition 
and a special dedication to a sport 
that will be to the 1980 's what tennis 
has been to the 1970's . 

The story of the women 's pro tour 
really beg ins in the early seventies 
when financial backing for the pros 
was at a minimum . In fact few 
women received any financi al 
assistance at all. The majority of us 
paid ou r own way to and from 
tournament sites and to save money 
ended up sharing hotel rooms with 
four or more other players . Due to 
this financial situation we got used to 
hav ing two players in each bed of a 
motel room with a couple of pros in 
sleeping bags on the floor. 

" We had roomfuls of players, " one 
veteran recalls . "If you didn 't get 
along with people , you could 
always take your sleeping bag and 
move out to the hall ." Tagg ing 
ourselves Campfire Girls on an 
outing often prov ided com ic rel ief 
when we stood in line to use the 
shower. 

As sponsorship made its way into 
the picture we graduated from mote l 
room floors to beds to our own 
rooms . Those of us who came 
through these early days have kept 
our roots intact by cont inuing the 
tradition of camaraderie that 
accounts for the good 
sportsmanship we are known for on 
the racquetball courts . 

Often pro tour observers ask us if 
socializing together at tournaments 
makes it harder for us to face each 
other in competition . The answer is 
yes and no. 

"It used to bother me staying in the 
same room with my opponent, 
knowing we had a match the next 
day , " says Kathy Will iams of 
Denver . " / like my fellow pros as 
people . But as the years have gone 
by all of us have become very 
professional about our games . Now 
I can do both , play against a girl and 
talk to her off the court ." 

Friendship - call it a spiri t of 
togetherness - is one of many 
reasons we are unlike othe r women 
profes sional athletes participating in 
olde r more established sports like 
tenn is and golf. They have been 
groomed for compet ition from as 
early as age six . All of us happened 
upon the barely 10-year-o ld 
competitive sport of racquetball 
from other lifestyles and spo rts 
interests . 

Hoping to Be There When It Hits 

So we are the pioneers of a spo rt 
that has yet to real ize its potentia l in 
terms of prize money earned , 
endor sements granted , publ icity 
received and celebr ities made . I 
know that secretly all of us hope we 
wil l be there when the "Big Time" 
hits , but right now most of us prefer 
to say we play the tour fo r a var iety of 
other reasons . 

" I came on the tour because I just 
wanted to take one sport and see 
how well f cou ld do in it," says Rita 
Hoff of St. Louis . Although she 
admits that it would be great to play 
for thousands instead of hund reds 
of dollars , Rita ins ists that she 
enjoys other features of the pro tour. 

" f play for the exper ience and I 
enjoy meeting people along with 
the competition. " 

For many of us racquetball presents 
that needed pe rsonal challenge. 

"Until racquetball, I never worked at 
sports, " says Karin Wa lton of San 
Clemente , CA. 



"If I went our to ski , I didn 't worry 
about how fast or slow I went or who 
I could beat . Racquetball is 
different , it's a challenge . Here 
everything is focused on being the 
number one player ." 

She 's right. The only true winner on 
the racquetball pro tour is the 
woman who emerges victorious in 
the final match on Sunday . This 
ted ious process of single elimination 
goes on throughout the tournament 
weekend . Winning and losing are 
the main top ics of conversation 
dur ing a typical weekend of 
tournament play . 

" I hate to lose ," says Sue Carow of 
Glenview , IL, who has yet to ever 
win a pro stop . 

" When I do , I usually leave 
immediately to save money and 
besides I don 't feel like I belong 
there . I'm anxious to get back home 
and work on my game so I can win 
the next time out ." 

Lose and Leave 

Like Sue Carow most of us do leave 
the tournament site within a day 
after a loss . On our way to catch our 
flights home you 'll hear comments 
like : 

" Back to the racquetball drawing 
boards !" 

Or more seriously : 

" I know exactly what I did wrong 
and I won 't make the same mistake 
next time .·· 

Leaving early with a headful of 
resolutions begins the much needed 
process of forgetting about losing . 
And the concentration starts flowing 
on a pos itive outlook for the next pro 
stop . 

The other side of the coin is winning. 
What is it like to win a pro 
tournament? Janell Marriott of Salt 
Lake City, who won the March 
women-only tournament, says , 
" Great! I felt like for once I finally 
didn 't choke ." 

It is a relief to win and a 
disappointment to lose on the tour 
because all of us over the years 
have shifted our lifestyles to 
accommodate profess ional 
racquetball. In addition to playing 
the sport most of us work in it. 

Some of us are in the court club 
business either part time or full time. 

Jenifer Harding , who won her first 
pro stop last season in racquetball's 
first televised tournament, is a club 
manager and part owner of the 
Milwaukie Racquetball Club of 
Milwaukie , OR. She is very involved 
in the field of court club 
management as well as 
professional play , and usually_ ha~ a 
briefcase or business magazine in 

her hand when she's off the court . 

" Tournaments are like vacations to 
me," she says . ··1 am so busy 
running the club at home that it 's 
nice to get away and just worry 
about playing racquetball." 

Those of us who are not involved 
with racquetball clubs do 
racquetball clinics and exhibitions in 
various sports facilities around the 
country . 

. . '\' . 
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Kathy Williams is the most active 
woman in the field of racquetball 
clinics and exhibitions. She has 
programs that range from 
introductory racquetball instruction 
to instructor 's seminars. 

Throwing Newspapers 

The woman pro who has the most 
interesting sideline is Martha 
MacDonald. She delivers 
newspapers with her husband 
in her home town of Gainesville, FL. 
She admits that throwing papers for 
a living may not promote 
racquetball , but it keeps her fit for 
pro play. 

"I play outdoor racquetball as well 
as indoor racquetball and throwing 
papers is good for both sports," she 
says. 

Martha 's lifestyle leads to the 
training end of women's 
professional racquetball. Few of us 
use racquetball alone to stay in 
shape for tournament competition. 
All of us have favorite off court 
methods we use to enhance 
strength and playing ability. 

Running is the common 
denominator among most of the 
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women pros . Some of us run 
occasionally and some of us run 
religiously. 

" I run five and one-half to eight miles 
a day, " reports the current national 
champion , Shannon Wright who 
enjoys running distance so~uch 
that she participated in a half 
marathon (12 miles) last sum mer in 
Coronado, CA. 

" I placed in the top half , I came in 
2, 112th!" she says. 

Weight training is becom ing a part of 
professional racquetball also . One 
.Jf racquetball's harder hitters 
among the women, Marcie Greer, 
claims that working with weights 
improved wrist strength and 
enabled her to hit the ball harder and 
faster . 

Skipping rope is another common 
training routine , with Sar ah Green of 
Memphis the most fanatical rope 
skipper among us. She claims that 
rope skipping gives her extra wind 
on the court and improves her 
reflexe s for quick front court volleys. 

Karin Walton seems to be the super 
trainer among the pros . She starts 
her day by rid ing her bike to her part 
time job at a nearby court club . After 
a few hours of work and no more 
than two hours of competitive 
racquetball play she heads to the 
beach to body surf. 

"You tone up every muscle in your 
body fighting the waves , " she 
explains . "It's the best excercise I 
know. " Karin 's tra ining routine 
winds up with skateboarding , 
"excellent for your legs . You use the 
same muscles in skateboard ing 
that you use for shot s in 
racquetball ." 

As for diet at the moment there is no 
"Pro Tour Diet of the Racquetball 
Stars." 

Peggy Steding eats potato chips 
and dr inks co ke after coke . Rita Ho tt 
follows a similar d ie t of taco ch ips 
and diet pop. 

Yogurt and Light Beer 

Je nnifer Harding eats on ly sa lads , 
yogurt and fruit and the only thing 
that keeps her from being a 
nutritional saint is that she washe s 
everyth ing down wit h plenty of ligh t 
beer . 

With the exception of Steding, who 
doesn 't dr ink, all of us agree that 
ligh t beer goes hand in hand with 
professional racquetba ll. 

We seldom go pa st light beer 
though . We are un animous in our 
opinions that drug s are out of the 
question , and that hard liquor is for 
special occasions only . 

Even though our diet s may leave 
something to be desired it is no 
coincidence that th is past year was 
a landma rk year in term s of qu ality of 
game play and style of dres s. W e 
played better than ever before 
dress ed better than ever befor~ . 
Looking good on the court seems to 
have contributed to the psychology 
of play ing better . 

"If I think I look good, I play better, " 
says Karin Walton . 

The women have m ade this 
transit ion tow ard a fashionable 
"racquetball look" with the added 
enco ur ageme nt of the tournament 
directors and the sponsors 
themselves . 

We are be ing encouraged by our 
sponsors ' clothe s allowances to buy 
fashionable short s and shirts. And 
tou rna me nt d irectors now provide 
all women w ith souvenir shirts th at 
are tailored for women and very 
fem inine in des ign . We are all aware 
tha t dressing up the sport w ill on ly 
help promote racquetball farther 
faster . 

Every pro agrees that the last 
consideration she gives to 
professional play wh ile on the road 
is tourn ame nt soc ial life . However 
whe n we are not playing we do 
soc ialize around the tourn ament 
site . The best way to describe our 
social lives on the tou r is 
spon taneou s. 

" I never come out on tour planning 
to do anything special or to be with 
any part icu lar group of players ," 
says Pat Schmidt from Milwaukee 
WI. " Whatever comes up that 
appeals to me at the tim e is what I 
do ." 

Most of us op erate that way 
becau se we have to disciplin e 
our se lves so much at hom e in 
tra in ing, playing an d genera l 
prepa ration before a tournamen t. 
O nce we arrive at a tournamen t 
loc ation we make few plans outside 
of arri v ing for our matches on time . 
We ofte n end up sho pping , seeing 
movies or shows and hav ing 
leisurely d inne rs . 

Pro tour so cia l life a lso depends on 
geog raphical loc ation . If it's a good 
one like Phoen ix, AZ , we go 
sig htseei ng . Lately a ll of us hav e 
been checkin g out the best discos in 
the cities we travel to . We all agree 
tha t dancin g is good for your legs, 
right ? 

But regar dless of where we travel to, 
why we play, how we train or what 
we wear- one thing is certain. All of 
us are returning to the pro tour thi s 
year ready to play bette r than eve r 
before . We 're eage r to fill our own 
potent ial as athl etes, wh ile we help 
racquetball fill its potential. 





Spoiler 
Large size and durability make the Spoiler a 
unique racquet which will add a new 
dimension to your game. This model is the 
largest legal size and provides en larged 
sweet spot. Made from double heat treated 
aluminum, the Spoiler weighs only 265 
grams. Poured foundation handle, top 
quality smooth leather grip and natural 
colored tournament grade nylon strings are 
standard . Deluxe vinyl cover included . Grip 
sizes: 3 15/16", 4 1/8", 4 1/4", 4 1/2". 
Standard Pack 1 - Model CM100 
Stock No. 28815 

Enforcer 

Model CM100 
28815 

Rectangular shaped frame is constructed from double 
heat treated aluminum to endure heavy wear and tear. 
Poured foundation handle gives additional strength and 
stability . Top quality smooth leather grip, black 
tournament nylon strings and cover is included . Weighs 
255 grams. Grip sizes: 3 15/16" , 4 1 /8", 4 1 /4", 4 1 /2". 
_Standard Pack 1 - Model CM110 
Stock No. 28820 

Model CM110 
28820 

"Ta ke it from me, 
Roger Staubach, 

you get more fun 
for your money 

w ith Ajay" 



Mode l CM120 
28819 

Bullet 
Racquet featu res an elongated teardrop 
frame creating an extended sweet spot. 
Player has inc reased ball contro l from any 
hitting position . Heat treated aluminum 
frame , tournament grade nylon strings, 
raised sewn cowhide grip, and poured 
foundat ion handle are standard. Match ing 
racquet cover included . Gr ip sizes: 
3 15/16 " , 4 1 /8", 4 1 /4 ", 4 1 /2" . 
Standard Pack 1 - Mod el CM130 
Stock No. 288 21 

Mo del CM 130 
28821 

An all new angular frame design allows 
racquet head to be held closer to the 
floor at almost any angle . Gives you 

better control and accuracy when going 
for difficult, low floor shots. Frame is 

constructed of double heat treated 
aluminum and strung with natural 

tournament grade nylon. Poured 
foundation handle reduces breakage . 
Top quality smooth leather grip and 
deluxe cover. Grip sizes: 3 15/1 6" 

4 1 /8", 4 1/4", 4 1 /2" . 
Standard Pack 1 - Model CM12 0 

Stock No. 288 19 



Avenger 
Large rectangular racquet frame 
made of double heat treated 
aluminum. Racquet offers durability 
with its tournament grade nylon 
strings, poured foundation handle , 
and top quality smooth leather 
grip. Available in three (3) color 
co-ordinated combinations. Grip 
sizes: 3 15/16", 4 1/8" , 4 1/4", 
Standard Pack 6 Asst'd. - Model CM180 
Stock No. 28827 

Vendetta 
(LIGHT WEIGHT) 
At 235 grams, the Vendetta is the 
lightest aluminum racquet on the 
market today. Player has quicker 
response time and increased 
racquet speed when hitting the 
ball. In addition , player fatigue due 
to normal racquet weight is 
reduced because of lightwe ight 
feature. Aluminum frame racquet 
with poured foundation handle 
features a nylon throat piece and a 
qua l ity smooth leather grip . 
Grip sizes: 3 15/16" , 4 1/8", 4 1/4" . 
Standard Pack 6 - Model CM220 
Stock No. 28824 

Model CM200 
28823 

Model CM220 
28824 

Model CM180 
28827 

Excalibur 
Rectangle shape , I ightweight 
(only 265 grams), and rugged 

construction make the Excalibur 
the one to win with in 1978. Frame 

constructed of doub le heat treated 
aluminum and available in red o r 

blue colors. Poured foundation 
handle reduces breakage. Co lor 
co-ord inated tournament grade 

nylon strings and raised sewn 
cowhide grip complement thi s 

outstanding racquet. 
Grip sizes: 315 /16", 41 /8", 4 1/4". 

Standard Pack 6 Asst 'd . - Model CM200 
Stock No. 2882 3 

_. 



Hustler 
A n al l new fiberg lass and nylon comb ination 
racquet for long lasting du rab ility under the 
toughest conditions. Cross nylon strings and 
rubber composition grip are standard . 
Grip size: 41/8" . 
Standard Pack 6 - Model CM250 
Stock No. 28829 

Model CM250 
28829 

CM300 
Teardrop shaped and cons tructed from specially formulated 

aluminum. Result is a du rable and heavy duty racquet 
capabl e of ho ld ing up under heavy use. In add ition , a new 

specia l brushed finish will keep racquet look ing like new. 
Poured fou ndation handle, composit ion rubber grip, and 

cross nylon strings are standard. Gr ip sizes: 4 1 /8", 4 1 /4" . 
Standard Pack 6 - Model CM300 

Stock No. 28828 

Digger 
High impac t resistant plastic 

frame makes racquet extremel y 
durable yet l ightw eight. Ny lon 
strings and composition rubber 

grip . At 220 grams, this racquet is 
ideal fo r women and begin ners. 

Standard Pack 6 - Mode l CM400 
Stock No. 28835 

"Take it from me, 
Roger Staubach, 

you get more fun 
fo r your money 

wi th Ajay " 



CM100 "Spoiler" Gift 
Set: Oversized rectangle 

racquet with smooth leather 
grip and deluxe vinyl cover. 

Available in assorted grip 
sizes . Standard Pack 6. 

Stock No. 28886 

CMl 10 "Enforcer" Gift 
Set: Rectangle racquet with 

smoo th leather grip and 
deluxe vinyl cover. Available 

in assorted grip sizes. 
Standard pack 6. 
Stock No. 28885 

l{acquetball Gift Sets 
Attra ctiv e racquetball gift sets contain an Ajay racquet with 
deluxe vinyl cover and one (1) can of Seamco balls . Gift sets are 
packaged in printed corrugated cardboard with clear plastic 
overwrap. An id eal gift for the beginner or the pro. 

(NOT SHOWN} 
CM120 ".357" Gift Set: All new angular design racquet with 
smoo th leather grip and deluxe vinyl cover. Avai lable in 
assorted grip sizes. Standard pack 6. Stock No. 28883 

CM120 "Bullet'' Gift Set: Elongated teardrop shaped 
racquet, raised sewn cowhide grip and deluxe vinyl cover. 
Available in assorted grip sizes. Standard Pack 6. 
Stock No. 28884 

CM200 "Excalibur" Gift 
Set: Rectangular shaped 
racquet, availab le in red or 
blue colors with deluxe vinyl 
cover. Avai lable in assorted 
grip sizes. Standard Pack 6. 
Stock No. 28887 

CM220 " Vendetta" Gift 
Set: Extra li ght teardrop 
design racquet with smoo th 
leath er grip and deluxe viny l 
cover . Avai lab le in assorted 
grip sizes. Standard Pack 6. 
Stock No. 28888 



28871 

Racquet 
Covers 

Deluxe Racquet Cover: 
Cover is made from expanded 
vinyl with attractive raised letter design. Heavy duty 
nylon zipper for long wear. Cover is available in assorted 
colors and fits most racquetball racquets . 
Standard pack 12. 
Stock No. 28867 Delux e Racquet Cover - Rectangular 
Stock No. 28868 Deluxe Racquet Cover - Teardrop 

Racquetball 

28868 

Ladies Tote Bag: Attractively styled bag 
constructed of durable rubber backed 
rayon. Bag features attractive tri-color 
braided handles, silk screened outside ball 
and racquet pockets, as well as an inside 
zippered accessory pocket for easy storage 
of personal belongings. Packaged in 
attractive four color display carton. 
Standard Pack 3. Stock No. 28871 

Deluxe Nylon 
fe 

~ 

k~o 

Deluxe vinyl carryall bag is ideal for 
carrying racquetball racquet and clothing. 
Heavy duty expanded vinyl construction 
and brass hardware insures long wear. Bag 
features detachable shoulder sling and an 
inside pocket to store wet clothing. Bag is 
packaged in an attractive four color display 
carton. Standard Pack 3. Stock No. 28870 



BANDS: Ebsticized 2 ply conon band . 
perp,lnll!dbaa. 

-#2 70IO: Royal -White- Kelly; 
!!l'&'.•)Nhite-Burgundy; Brown-White -Tan ; 

B •• Maize Standard Pack: 12 pair (3 of 
or, 

#27011: Blue-White-Blue ; 
While-Maize Standard Pack: 

P.i]r (6 cl each color) 
~ #27012: Solid White Standard 
Pack: 12pair 

~EAD BANDS: One size. 
CXlltorl band. One per prinled ba 
Slack #27020: Royal-Wh ite-Ke! 
Na:vr•Whlle-Burgundy; Brown -Wli 
Blue-White-Maize Standard Pack: 
12 each (3 of each color) 
5IDck #27021: Blue-White -Blue; 
Maize -White -Maize Standard Pack : 
12 each (6 o( each color) 
5IDck #27022: Solid White Standard Pack: 12 
HEAD & WRIST BAND COMBO S: 
One set per printed bag . 
stock #27030: Royar-While-Kelly ; 
l'Llvy-Whlte-Burgundy ; Brown-Wh ite -Tan; 
Blue-While Maize Standard Pack : 12 sets 
(3 ol each color) 
5IDck # 27031 : Blue-White-Blue ; 
Maize -White -Maize Standard Pack: 12 sets 
(6 ol each color) 
SCock # 27032: Solid White Slandard Pack : 12 
BELT TOWEL : 12" x IS" terryclolh towel with 
belt dip. One per poly bag . Slock # 27040: 
Slancwd Pack: 12 each 
MOR CRIP: 
Stock # 27 050 : Non toxic rosin compound . Resealable 
vinyl bag. One per polybag . Slandard Pack: 12 
ELBOWLOC : 
Stock # 27060: Siron& reinforced elbow bandage wi1h 
adjullable velcro closure . White and Red-White -Blue . 
One per card. Standard Pack: 12 (6 of each color) 
TERRY SUP -ON GRIP: 
Stock #27070: Elasticized and slips over regular 
a,fps., Available In Brown or Navy. One per poly ms-Standard Pack: 12 (6 o( each color) 
fYEGLASS HOLDER: 
,Slock # 27080: Adjustable elastic band wilh metal 
slides. One per prinll!d card . Standard Pack: 12 
.RACQUETBALL GLOVES : 
:Alilortient, dim~ rubber palm design with velcro 
dolure-One size fits all . One per bag with prinled 

,.Jo,ert. 
#27090: Men's Right Hand 

Pack: 12 
-s&lc'#V'090-l: Men's lefl Hand 

PM:k: 6 
091: Women's Right Hand 

Pack: 12 
•I: Women's Left Hand 
• 6 

0 l RACQUETBALL GLOVES: 
wfth e,cpandable back. Velcro 

flt. One per printed envelope. 
• Men's ~ht Hand. Small, medium, 
Paclc: 12 assorted sizes) 

• i Hand, Small, medium, 
6 (assor1ed sizes> 
RfF.t Hand. Regular, large. 

sizes) 
Hape!. Resular or large. 

OFFICIAL SEAMCO RACQUETBALL BALLS 

Approved balls by both the Interna tional Racquetball Association 
(I RA) and the United States Racquet ball Associ ation (USRA). 
Made of natural rubber, 2 1/4" in diameter. Two balls per can. 
Stand ard Pack 6 cans/1 do zen 
Seamco 559 Green - Stock No. 28801 
Seamco 444 Official I RA - Stock No. 28802 

RACQUETBALL ACCESSORY COUNTERTOP SELF- SELLER 

Attractive heavy duty ca rdboard display holds 8 popular Ajay 
racque tball accessories, including the following: 
Stock No . 27010 Wrist Bands 
Stock No . 27011 & 27012 Wrist Bands 
Stock No . 27020 Head Bands 
Stock No . 27021 & 27022 Head Bands 
Stock No. 27040 Belt Towel 
Stock No . 27050 Mor Gri p 
Stock No . 27060 Elbow Loe 
Stock No . 27080 Eye Glass Holder 

Self- Sell er Merc handise - Stock No . 28876 

14 
14 (Assorted) 
14 
14 (Assorted) 
7 
12 
7 
7 

PRO-TEC EYE GUARD: IRA, USRA approved. 
Ught weight high stress plastic . Elastic band and 
foam paodlng for comfortable fit. 
Standard Pack: 12 Stock # 28841 

½ FINGER RACQUET GLOVE : (Not Piclured) 
Reinforced leather palm wilh moisture absorbing 
terrycloth back. Washable. Adjuslable velcro lab for 
perfect fit. One per poly bag wilh printed header 
Stoc k No . 28558: Men·s Righi Hand. · 
Standard Pack: 12 

AJAY SPORTS 
DELAVAN, W I 53115 

800-558-3276 

Stock No. 2855BL: Men's Left Hand. 
Standard Pack: 12 
Stock No. 28559: Women's Right Hand. 
Standard Pack: 12 
Stock No. 28559L: Women's Left Hand. 
Standard Pack: 12 
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Some Faces to Look for on the 78-79 Tour 

One of the players on these pages 
- Francine Dav is - is starting her 
first pro season with the 1 978 -79 
tour schedule . Dena Rassenti and 
Sally Murphy are in the ir second 
seasons , and so is Kar in Walton . 
Judy Thompson, formerly on the 
professional tennis circuit , now 
concentrates on racquetball tour 
stops near her home . Here 's what 
these women - interv iewed 1n 
Belleville , M l, at the Nationals -
said about being a touring pro . 

Karin Walton 

Racquetball approached me after I 
started winning regionals and then 
th8 1977 Women's Open . I never 
expected to be a pro , but everything 
jus t fell in place ... My first pro 
tournament , in the sem is, I beat 
Shannon Wriyht and got a rank ing of 
seventh. It was that tournament that 
put where I am with a sponsor to 
back me up. My advice? Go out and 
show them you can play . Try to be 
somewhere sponsors will not ice 
you . There are players who have the 
potential, but they stick to amateur 
events . If you want to be a pro, you 
have to play with the pros . 

---.. -

Sally Murphy 

Two pros - Kathy Williams and 
Janell Marriott - encouraged me to 
try the pro circuit when I met them at 
a Pro-Am tournament in Arizona. 
They felt I had potent ial, and gave 
me the conf idence I needed to get 
started as a pro . .. I've played 
racquetball for three years, and won 
almost all the women 's Open 
divis ions in Arizona, including the 
women 's singles state 
championship and the doubles title. 
I started play ing three wall to fill a PE 
requirement in college , and was 
good at it right from the start .. . It's 
not practicing that makes you better 
- it's tournament experience . You 
have to get on the circuit to learn to 
play under pressure . .. All you have 
to do is show up well in one 
tournament and a sponsor will give 
you the benefit of a doubt. 

I 



Francine Davis 

Things started clicking when I came 
in fourth in singles and first in 
doubles in the regionals in Vermont 
two years ago. Then I started 
training very hard. This year I won a 
trip to the Nationals by coming in first 
in the northeast top women's 
division ... I plan to pay my 
expenses for the 78-79 tour by 
getting a sponsor or working for a 
court club that will give me a travel 
allowance . . . I was playing 
paddleball at Brooklyn College , but 
paddleball was getting me nowhere . 
Then someone showed me a copy 
of National Racquetball with 
pictures of Peggy Sted ing and 
Shannon Wright. Another girl from 
Brooklyn College let me borrow her 
racquet, I liked the game and 
realized there was more future in 
racquetball - it was receiving 
national recognit ion ... The time to 
get on the pro tour is when you start 
winning, when you start feeling your 
strokes coming in, when you can 
volley with the pros, handle their 
power and run with them. 

I'm not discouraged if I can't beat 
them - they 've been playing 10 
years, I've been playing two ... I'm 
not afraid of competition - I want to 
win fighting for it; I want to have a 
hard time getting there . 

Dena Rassenti 

Being the Canad ian Open 
champion for 1977 spurred me on . 
That wa s the best tournament I ever 
played from beginning to end . I may 
have entered prem aturely (77-78) 
but I figured this is a big year for 
racquetball - espec ially women's 
- and at 22 I can 't afford to wa it to 
get started . I think it's best to get in 
while the field is small ... I've 
gauged myself on how well I play 
against Marci Greer. I lost to her in a 
couple of qual ifiers, but I played 
better each time . .. Shin splints kept 
bothering me and fina lly kept me 
from playing . Now that I'm 
compet ing as a pro it's hard coping 
with an injury that lasts . This is the 
first time an injury has mattered .. . 
I'm financing my trips mostly from 
money I saved being a teaching pro, 
and I'm hoping a major sponsor w ill 
come forward . True - being on the 
pro tour is expens ive, but I'd say to 
anyone - do it, just get the entry 
forms and go. 

Judy Thompson 

Before I too k up racquetba ll 
ser iously four years ago I was on the 
pro tour - but it was tennis . I 
learned from two years on and off 
the Virg inia Slims circuit that I'd 
done it the wrong way. I was 28 -
too old to start - and I had a 
three -year-old daughter I didn 't want 
to leave that much . I think it takes 
two years on the circuit to get used 
to the pressure , to adjus t to a 
profess ional life style . So anyone 
who 's think ing about becom ing a 
pro should be ready to spend at 
least three yea rs giving it a try . In the 
meant ime put yourse lf in as many 
pressure situat ions as you can , get 
into men 's div isions and try to pick a 
few stops on the pro tour to play in. 



Play ing umber 11 
In their Strategy section of Inside 
Racquetball for Women Pro Jean 
Sauser and Photographer Arthur 
Shay , co-authors, touch on the 
psychology of racquetball - how 
your frame of mind can contr ibute to 
your winning game . Besides helping 
you improve your game this tip from 
Shay 's and Sauser's 
mistake -cor rection book can help 
you have a better time whether you 
win or lose . 

The excerpt is part of National 
Racquetball 's series from one of the 
country 's most popular racquetball 
books , on sale in hard cover and 
paperback at court clubs and book 
stores . 

Correction : Think about the Next Shot 

The way to avoid getting angry at yourself 1s 
to concentrate on the next shot, not the last 

one . Thtnk ahead, not backward . Drive your 
mistake from your mind . Think positively! You 
can do better, you will do better . The past is 

gone, so deal with the future . 

Mistake: Getting Angry at Yourself 

You miss a shot. You get angry at yourself . Some players brood about missing an easy sho t for 
several volleys after the miss The brood ing , of course . often leads to other misses -
and more self-hatred . 

-Arthur Snay /Jl'I O(O S 

~ , 





Racquetball ••• 
andbal •• 
Squash ••• 
... LL•----leba 

Hundreds of court installations , withou t a failure, 
mean proven performance. Here's why! 

The material is premium grade 62-P 
hi -density, hi-pressure laminated court 
panel system. 

Playability is true and consistent, with 
uniform ball act ion and sound. 

~ a"' )fv Superior quality and long life. 

Minimal maintenance, never needs 
paint, cleans with soap and water. 

Complete court package designed 
and engi neered to fit your needs and 
budg et. 

Dimensionally stable, structurally 
sound , non-sweating surface. 

Resists chipping, cracking, scratc hing 
and marr ing from racquet contact. 

Call or write for complete deta i ls : 

World Courts, Inc. 
554 Main Street 

Exacting specifications and full inspec­
tion procedu res pr ior to shipment. 

Faster installations, no downt ime rev­
enue loss . 

Highly trained experts make all instal­
lat ions, backed by double guarantee 
from World Courts , the court systems 
specialists. 

Indoor Running Tracks 

Distributor of 
Championship Floors 

S. Weymouth , MA 02190 Portable or Permanent 
Phone: (617) 337-0082 L-------------' 

II Product of 
FIBERESIN 
Industries, Inc. 
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Banner Year Ahead for Amateurs 
After a three fold increase in amateur 
tournaments in 1977 -78 the upcoming 
tournament season promises to be 
mammoth . Some of our state 
associations , such as the Upstate New 
York Racquetball Assoc iation headed 
by Doug Reighly , have events planned 
ahead for a fu ll year and a half. (We 're 
running the Associat ion 's schedule in 
th is USAA sec tion .) 

Our headquarter s and sponsors are 
gearing up for the huge provisions of 
Seamco balls and Leach shirts . And 
now with Wilson -Bala as our official 
racquetball shoe Wilson Sporting 
Goods also will become more involved 
w ith ama teur racquetball events . 
These days there are so many 
to urnamen ts, whether sanc tioned or 
otherwise, a player has to plan his 
sc hed ule severa l months in advance . 
O ne can now affor d to be choosey . 

This br ings me to my next point. Host 
c lubs must take better care of the 
p layers during a racquetball 
tournament. When an average player 
attends a racquetball happening , he or 
she likes to be taken care of during 
those actual days of the event. 
Complaints we hear from players 
always revolve around the same 
aspec ts of wha t they consider a sour 
tou rname nt. They inc lude inadaquate 

PRO SHOPS-STORES-YMCA'S 

food for hosp itality , charging the 
players for towels , hold ing up 
tournament matches because club 
members purchased court time , 
rudenes s from the host staff, over 
charging for refreshments like bee r or 
soft drinks , not provid ing new balls at 
the start of each match , and the list 
goe s on and on . 

Some may say the players are just 
getting spoiled . I doubt it. My feel ing is 
that a c lub hosting a tournament shou ld 
do it correctly and treat the players as 
guests and with respect just as they 
should w ith a c lub member , or they 
should not host a racquetba ll 
tournament at all. All costs for the 
tournament to a player shou ld be 
inc luded in the entry fee with the 
exception of alcoholic bever ages or 
nationa l membe rsh ips. Nicke l and 
diming player s to death with towe l 
charges and other irr itat ing 
req uiremen ts will eventually lead to 
poor entries in future events . In al l 
fairness players must rea lize that they 
are guests and treat the club as if it 
were their own as well. Then 
tournamen ts will benefit everyone . 

Terry Fan che r 

Juniors Show 
Incredible Potential 
The quali ty of our young junior players 
is remarkable . Aft er our Nat ional 
Juniors th is past Augu st I cou ld only 
speculate as to which of these 
young sters will become profe ssionals. 
Many already have years of ama teur 
tournament exp erience behind them 
and a br ight futu re lies ahead . 

The skill s that the boys and girl s 
displayed at such an ea rly age was 
simply superb . Not only have they 
begun to master a lifetim e skill. but they 
also are reap ing the benefit s of 
competitive play and a poss ible 
professional career . I'm glad we did not 
wait any longer to empha size our 
jun ior 's program in the state , reg ional , 
and national tournaments . 

• BUY AT WHOLESALE FACTORY PRICES FOR • Leach • Seamco • Champion 
• DELIVERY FROM STOCK • ON TIME 
SEAMCO 
i: 559 

S12 .00 doz./6 doz . or mor e. 
- Case Lots Only , 

56 SEPTE MBER 

• A ll Racq uetb all Equ ,pmenr In 
St ock Fo r I mm edia te Deh very 

• For A Co mple te L ,m ng Of It ems 
and Pri ces Wm e For Our 40 
Poge Whol esale Full -Colo r 
Catalog . 

LEACH 
SWINGER 
RACQUET 

As Low As S11.00 

CHAMP ION ,,510 
RACQU ETBALL 
GLOVE 
A s Low A s $3.50 Ea. 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

~orts award co. 
4351 N. MILWAUK EE AVE. , CHICAGO, ILLIN OIS 806-41 • PHON E 312/282 -8060 
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Meet Your 
Chairman 

Ron Ak ins - Ohio 

Ron Akins , a production control 
supervisor for Jones & Laugh lin Steel 
Corporation in North Canton , shares 
his enthusiasm for racquetball with his 
wife, Barb, and their daughter , Rhod a, 
who'~ 13. 

Before he took over as USAA state 
chairman Ron se rved on the Oh io 
board of directors and was publicity 
chairman and editor of the state 
newsletter. 

Ron competes at the North Canton 
YMCA, where he first saw racquetball 
played . He enters most of the local 
tournaments and takes off frequently 
with the Ohio travelling leagues that 
have been popular in the state for the 
last five years . 

USRA State Affiliates 
Alabama llllnols Montana 
Jerry O"Neal Tom S1ree1, Alan She1zer Russ Miller 
c/o Na1 I Homes 570 East Higgins Rd. Shepherd 59070 
Acceplance Corp . Elk Grove Village 60007 406-373·6390 
Box 3436A 312-439·3030 
B11m1ngham 35205 Nebraska/S outh Dakota 
205 -324•3431 Indiana Dick Kincade 

Jim S1evens Chuck Erickson 
Alaska Indiana Slale RB Assoc . 222 N 441h S1ree1 
Dan Oomp1er 1200 Easl 52nd SI Lincoln 68503 
PO Box 4-3042 Indianapolis 46205 402-4 75-5686 
630 E Tudor Rd 317-255 -2429 
Ancho rage 99509 Nevada 
907-276 -0700 Iowa Dan Sea1on 

Tom Sweeney 3727 Cen1ennial Cir 
Arizona 415 141h SI N.E Las Vegas 89120 
Bob Hurckes Cedar Rapids 52402 702-386-4011 
ARA . Inc 319-366·4558 
3622 E Wethersf ield New Hampsh ire 
Phoenix 85032 Kansas Robert Blier 
602-992-9420 Sieve Ray P.O. Box 333 
(North Cen1ral) 

10839 Woodward Manchester 03105 
Chuck Hallock 

Overland Park 66210 603-627 -2254 
602-96 7-0001 

913-642-5220 

(Sou1hern) Kentucky 
New Jersey 
Doug Clark 

Daryl Krugman David Fle1schaker 23 Holmes Lane 
602-886 -0196 628 Fincaslle Bldg Marllon 08053 

Louisville 40202 609·983 -4812 
Arkansas 502-585 5369 
James Bixler (Soulhern Represen1a11ve) 
1 205 Caddo Apl =9 Louis iana Frank Pescalore 
Arkadelph ia 71923 Sanford Comeaux 104 Allen Ave 

P.O. Box 3644 Allenhurst 0771 I 

Calllornla Lafayelle 70502 201 -774-4835 

Jerry Monell 318-232 -5155 (Northern Represenlal ive) 
2767 Ocean Fronl Walk Bob Nichols 
S Miss ion Beach 92109 Maine 23 Monhegan Ave 
7 14-275 -3344 Ken Astor, Kevin York Wayne 07470 

170 RI 1 201 -694-4213 Dave Gleason (Centra l) Falmouth 04105 
The Sport Sole 207-781-428 1 New Mexico 4777 N. B1acks1one Ave . 

Gary Mazarott Fresno 94536 Maryland Division of HPER 209-226 -9232 Joy Nolle Univ of Albuquerque 
Towson Court Club SI Joseph Pl., N w. 

Colorado 8757 Mylander Lane Albuquerq ue 87140 
John Mooney Towson 21204 505-292-2411 
3455 David C11cle 301-821·0160 
Colorado Springs 80907 New York (Eastern) 
303-597 -7775 Massachu setts Tom Flannery 

Jim McConch 1e 3A Alpine Or 
Connecticut RB lnlernal1onal Wappingers Falls 12590 
Jack Fruin 12 . A . Slreel 201-845-9040 
Lakewood Racquelball Burhnglon 01803 
694 Lakewood Rd 617-273-1025 New York 
Wa1erbury 06704 (Upstate Assn.) 
203-423 -4951 Michigan Doug Reighley 

Dennis Wood (Chairperson) 33 Soulh Ave. 
Delaware 2808 S. Deerl1eld Brockport 14420 
Eric Faddis Lansing 48910 716-637-2288 
75 Eas1 Maine St. 517-882 -8789 
Box 174 

Gil Schmill (East) North Carolina 
Newark 19711 

2111 Gollside Bob Bax1er 
302-366 - 1868 Ypsilanll 48197 P.O. Box 58125 

Florida 313-434-2111 Raleigh 27658 

Rick Slavens Bob Oykslra (Wes1) 
919-876-6222 

1831 NW . 131h St. 2655 291h S1 South Caro lina 
Gainesville 32601 Grand Rapids 49509 Charlie While 
904 -372-1229 616-942 -5190 APA Clemson Univ 

Clemson 29631 
Georgia Minnesota 803·656-24 77 
Wayne V1ncen1 Bob Adam . Sr. 
3777 Vineyard Cl 7600 Park Lawn Ave North Dakota 
Ma11e11a 30062 Edina 55435 Sonny Lange 
404-971 -5441 612-835 -6515 301 E1ghlh SI. Soulh 

Hawaii Mississ ippi 
Fargo 58102 
701-293-4247 

Woody Cox C. T. Carley 
1527 Wilder " U-2 213 Windsor Ohi o 
Honolulu 96822 S1arkv1lle 39759 Ron Akins 
808-941-3344 601-325 •4915 2500 Hollyview. N.E 

North Canion 44721 
Idaho Missouri 216-492-7210 
Dirk Burgard Ron York 
130 N. Placer 1012 W 1041h SI. 
Idaho Falls 83401 Kansas City 60114 
208-523 ·0600 816 ·942-6436 

Oklahoma 
David Rippeloe 
911 N.W. 42nd Slreet 
Oklahoma City TT118 
405-528-2917 

Oregon 
Reed Frtkin 
2510 Oakmonl Way 
Eugene 97401 
503·687-2811 

Pennsylvania 
Jim Pruitt 
Genier City Sports Club 
1818 Market St. 
Philadelphia 19103 
215-963-0963 

Rhode Island 
Jerry Melaragno 
15 Reva S1reet 
N. Providence 02911 
401-274-4900 "5 69 

Tennessee 
George Truesdale 
Genier Courts 
2611 S Mendena ll 
Memphis 38118 
901 ·794-7529 

Texas 
Dewey Strickland 
201 Vanderpool 
Houslon 77024 
713 -868-3340 

Utah 
Randy Slewart 
P.O Box 1143 
Provo 84601 
801-224-6969 

Vermont 
Mike Gamache 
2 Farmview Rd. 
W1llis1on 05482 
802-879-6980 

Virginia 
Ed Remen 
32 Penny Lane 
Slerhng 22170 
703 -430 ·2552 

Washington 
Douglas A Wilson 
5817 57 Ave .. N.E. 
Seanle 98105 
206-524-3037 

West Virginia 
Dave Taylor 
Rec. · 
lnlramural Spor1s OH 
S1ansbury Hall . • W .V.U. 
Morganlown 26506 
304-293 -5221 

Wisconsin 
Bob Keenan 
P.O Box 203 
Wales 53183 
414-646-3607 

Wyoming 
Bmbara William s 
YMCA - 417 N. Jellerson 
Shendan 82801 
307-674 -7488 

Canada 
Canadian Racquelball 
Assoc. 
333 River Rd 
Vanier C11y. Onlario 
KIL 869 
613-745-1247 



Driving, Pushbuttoning and Building 
For Racquetball in Roanoke 
by Laura Alderson 

Folks in southwestern Virg inia w ill do 
just about anything to play racquetball. 
They'll drive 80 miles round trip to get a 
court. They'll wait at least a week for a 
particular time to use what seems to be 
the only public court between 
Richmond in the center of the state and 
Bristol, on the far western edge . 

They 'll pushbutton their phones 
constantly to get through to a 
reservation desk at a nearby university 
for a reservation on courts the wrong 
size . And they 'll even give up and build 
their own. 

In th e Roanoke Valley, where around 
180,000 people live , players went so 
hard for racquetball that the local 
newspaper headlined the problem 
"Racquet Brawl ." 

The logo for the V,rgima Tech Racquetball Club 
- Tech 's mascot is the turkey. 

None of which deters the enthusiasm 
of people here who think the game is so 
great more people should be playing it. 
Players say the private racquetball club 
schedu led for a fall opening will also 
overflow with members . 

Racquetball came home to Roanoke 
with businessman Terry Brenner, who 
learned it at Michigan State in the 60 's 
and played it on the old handba ll court 
built at the family business , a scrap 
yard . 
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No Damage to the Handball Courts 

Brenner walked into the Roanoke 
Central YMCA one day in 1972 with 
two racquets . That was all it took -
except for one trip back to the scrap 
yard , where the Y 's guid ing fathers 
were persuaded the game wouldn 't 
damage the Y 's two handball courts . 

Soon businessmen had switched from 
handball and tennis and were bring ing 
their wives in to try racquetball at the Y 
on couples ' night. That is how racquet 
brawl began . 

In early 1976 the Y had opened its 
membership to women . Among special 
programs for that sex it offered 
racquetba ll lessons. " The women got 
addicted to it," Y physical direc tor , Jim 
Wrigh t , says , and before long 100 to 
110 players were fighting to reserve 
courts each day - a situation that led 
to the town 's newspaper story on 
racquet brawl, which in turn made the 
game an even hotter sport at the Y . 
There are just too many players and 
not enough courts, especially with 
members coming from as far away as 
40 miles . 

Meanwhile , over in Blacksburg , 39 
miles west , there are 20,000 students 
at Virginia Polytechnic and State 
Univ ersity and aro und 24,000 town 
residents, some of whom have 
discovered racquetball. To serve them 
are 16 courts at the univers ity gym. The 
courts were bu ilt in 1976 , "but they 're 
at least 22 feet high , for some strange 
reason ," says Jim Smith , sponsor of 
the Tech racquetball club . Smith is an 
associate math professor who bega n 
playing racquetball three years ago. 

400 Players a Day 

Smith says a handful of players used to 
play at Tech 's coliseum in a room abo ut 
24 feet wide by 44 feet long, with . 
ceilings who knows how high . "Then it 
moved to the new gym and that's . 
where racquetball went crazy, " Smith 
says . Courts are booked so lid for 11 
hours on weekdays and 12 on 
weekends and Smith estimates that 
the courts serve 300 to 400 players a 
day . 

"If you don 't have a pushbutton phone , 
you're in trouble, " Smith says, 
explaining that you can maked 

6
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p.m. the day before you want to play . 
"I've dialed for 15 minutes straight . The 
phone rings before the guy can put the 
receiver down. Pushbuttons give you 
more dials a minute. " 

Besides the extra high ce iling there 's 
another design problem with Tech 's 
courts . "Well, " Smith says with 
embarrassment , "the glass in the 
doors isn 't flush . We have to play a 
hinder. Sometimes it 's frustrating 
when you 're ready to kill and it hits that 
window ." 

Even though Tech 's odd sized court 
and jutt ing window eliminates 
sanctioned tournaments last April the 
college sponsored the second annual 
Virginia Tech Open, draw ing more than 
100 players. To keep the top players 
from Virginia and surrounding states 
from dominating the play a special 
category for "semi-profess ionals " was 
created, Smith says . 

Impressive List of Winners 

Among those top players is Radford 
physician Bill King , whose list of w ins is 
impressive. King won the Virginia State 
Singles and Doubles championship 
last year and this in the Senior singles 
division. This year he won the doubles 
in the same tournament with Hank 
Weiss of Norfolk. King learned to play 

on the undersized courts of the YMCA 
in Winston-Salem, NC, in 1972 and at 
the medical units of the University of 
Tennessee in Memphis. 

In 1974, when King opened his practice 
in Radford, a city of about 12,000 which 
is 42 miles southwest of Roanoke, he 
didn 't find any courts. When he phoned 
the YMCA in Roanoke to find courts 
and players , he found Jim Roberson, a 
dentist who had bui lt his own 
racquetball court across the hall from 
his bedroom in his sprawling suburban 
home in Roanoke County. Roberson 
had picked up the game on the 
handball courts of Roanoke College. 

Roberson 's court is also part time 
home for Tamas Kutas, winner of the 
Virginia State Singles and Doubles 
Champ ionsh ip in Open Singles in '75, 
'76 and '77 . Kutas is a fie ld engineer for 
General Electric who began playing at 
the University of Cincinnat i. He won the 
Southeastern Regionals Singles Open 
d ivis ion last March . 

None of the three are sure why 
southwestern Virginia has such good 
players and so few courts . The only 
public court apparently is at Radford 's 
Recreation department , where 
Director Dave Bisset is quick to note 
that it is regulation size . 

Jim Roberson 

I 

One between Roanoke and Bristol 

Bisset said he doesn 't know of another 
public court between Roanoke (where 
the YMCA courts aren 't really public) 
and Bristol , on the Virginia-Tennessee 
border 142 miles southwest. 

"Some men came in one day in the 
early 70's and asked to play 
racquetball, " Bisset remembers. 
" They had a sawed off tennis racquet 
and a tennis ball with the fuzz worn 
off." 

Now the game is so popular , Bisset 
said, the sporting goods stores stock 
equipment and if players want a certain 
day, they must reserve court time a 
week or more ahead. In winter the court 
is booked solid from 9 to 9. Spring 
eases up the demand, however, and 
you can get a court a day in advance or 
- sometimes - that day . 

So if you 're passing through 
southwestern Virginia, don't depend on 
a spur-of-the-moment racquetball 
game . Unless you hit it lucky, you'll 
have to stand in line with the natives . 
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Tournament Results 

Reporters, take note: Help make our 
typesetter happy by sending us your 
tournament results typed double or triple 
(preferred) space with one -inch margins 
all around . 
Thank you 

Florida 
Sportrooms or Sabal Chase was host to the 
Miam i Racque tball Championships Jun e 23 -25 . 

Results 
Men "s Open · Joe lcaza d Fran~ Johnson 2 1- 15. 15·2 1 11·6 

Men "s 8 : Robe rt Mendez d Alex Ramos 21 17. 21-16 . 

Men ·s C : Tinke r Hewi 11 d John Moms 21·11. 2 1- 18 

Men·s Nov ic e . Bob Rose nblall d Noel Gon zalez 21-13. 2 1- 15 

Men ' s Sen iors : M 11<e Wohld Frank Harney 2 1-7 21 - 10 

M en's Masters · Wohld Melvin M1Ichell 2 1- 13 21 ·3 

Golden Master s: Ca, I0s Sena d Don Ke1ls 2 1· 19. 2 1-8 

Women ·s Open : LynnJennot1ed PamHam son2 1- 19. 13•21 
11-9 . 

Women ' s B : Dee Lewis d Harrison 21• 17. 21 - 10 

Women 's C : Susan SoIcllo d Ka1hy G11fl,n 21 -6. 21 ·3 

Wom en 's Nov ice : Solcllo d Jean Zeller 2 1-3 . 21 ·7. 

Florida 
The Orlando Florida Racque t Ball hosted 
another successf ul tournament in its short six 
month old life. This time the Orlando edition of the 
Ektelon/Natural Light Racquetball 
Champ ionships , a series or tournaments to 
produce the top amateur racquetball players in 
some 30 U.S. cities , was held May 26 -28 . 

The tournament drew over 350 entries and was 
the largest field for Racquet Ball clu b to date. 

Results 
Men 's Open : 

1st • Mike FaIoh1rs. 2nd Keith Dunlap 3rd• Jim Adkrns 

Men 's 8 : 

1 SI • John Slanlord . 2nd • Randy Walkins 3rd • Dave Reep 

Men 's Nov ice 

1sI • Andy Warden 2nd • John Q uevedo . 3rd • Dave He1s,g 

Men 's Se n iors · 

1s1 • Mike Moier . 2nd • Larry Bauer 3rd• Collie Carllon 

Men 's Masters : 

1s1 · Tom Zelrouer . 2nd • John H1nkamp . 3rd • Eugen e Glenn 

Women 's Open : 

1 sI • C1le Adkins . 2nd • Debby Drury 3rd • Donrsa Zetrouer . 

Women 's B : 

1 SI • Ju lie Knrghl 2n.:S • Rene Fish 3rd • Mary Andr ews 

Women's Novice : 

1 Sl • Jane Meilleur. 2nd • Donna N1ci<el 3rd - Jonnie Gordof"I 

For Management/Personnel : 

October 6-7 - CHICAGO 
Marriott Hotel (O 'Hare) 

$200 per p~erson . 

Management is all-important in the success of Court 
Clubs. Under the directorship of Dr. Joseph Bannon 
we are offering both the theory and practical 
experience . Dr. Bannon heads up the Leisure Studies 
School at the University of llinois, and is also 
responsible for the management of the very 
successful Champaign, Illinois Court Club. 
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312-272-4508 

Further details, mail to: 
Mort Leve , Executive Director 
Court Club Enterprises ' 
360 Park Drive , Northbrook , IL 60062 

Georgia 
Th e seco nd annual Georg ia USAA Singles 
Tournament, at Atlanta 's Down tow n YMCA , 
drew some 120 entrants , with a wailing list of 
over 25 . 

The June 1 -4 event held several exciting 
matches, upse ts and some of the state 's best 
play yet. 

Men 's Open top seeded Joe lcaza was upset by 
num ber two Joh n Parks 1n finals match scores of 
(Parks) 12-21 , 2 1-20 , 11-5 

First round scores were Ed Camara over Don 
Curt is 18, 1 O; Barry Rhodes over Richard Wuller 
11, 13; Henry Langendorf over Dutch Sears 
11, 13 ; Barry Nelson over Bob Miller 19-21 , 
21 -12, 11-9 ; Hugh Durh am over John Derdeyn 
14 ,0; J im Lane over Ray Irwin 14.20 ; Mick 
Dodson over Jerry Wick liffe 21-7 , 8-21 , 11-8 ; 
Marshall Chamberl ain over David Law rence 
13, 19. 

Second round scor es were lcaz a over Curt is 
13,3 ; Rhode s over John Parris , 7,7; Doug 
Wurster over Langendor f 20 -21 , 2 t - t 2, 11-7; 
Nelson over Vic Malich 19,20 ; Bob Siegel over 
Durham 16, 17 : Wayne Vincent over Lane 15, 18; 
Chamberlain over Dodson 20 , 11 ; Parks over Bill 
Baumgarte l 3,4 

Quarter final scores were lcaza over Rhode s 
6, 16; Nelson ove r Wurster 18-21 . 21 -19, 11-2; 
Siegel over Vincent 21- 17, 16-2 1, 11-6 ; Parks 
over Chamberla in 9, 19. 

Sem i-final scores were lcaza over Nelson 6, 10 , 
and Parks over Siegel 9 , 10. 

Women 's Open quarters found D,ane Crowe 
defeating Nancy Palm 14 , 12 ; Bev Payne over 
Nancy Willard 11-21, 21-12 , 11-9 ; Nancy Fox 
over Eva Metcall 9,8 and Sue Graham over 
Luana Blalack 3, 14. 

Semi scores were Crowe over Payne 7,5 and 
Fox over Graham 11 ,20 . 

Crow e pulled out a victory over Fox In a tense . 
three -game fina ls match with scores of 9-21, 
21 -19 , 11 ·8 for the first place crown . 

Graham placed third. 

Women 's Novice quarters round Rita Camp 
winning by forfeit ; Corkie Collins defeat ing Leslie 
Rosenberg 0 ,5 ; Mellany Malone beating Valerie 
Benedi ct 16, 12 and Rosalie Je nson over Pat 
Wentzel 9,9. 

Semi play saw Collins defeat Camp 14.16 ; and 
Jenson over Malone 8 ,7. 

Co llins walked away with the first place Novice 
trophy with 12, 12 finals scores , wh ile Camp 
rece ived third place . 

Men 's Ma ster first round scores were Bob 
Crev iston over Sue Graham 20 .16 ; and sem i 
action saw Jake Heaton defeat Frank Jern igan in 
another excit ing three-game match, 16-21 , 21 -9 , 
11 ·6 and J im Bradford defeat Crev iston 13.5 

Bradford took home first place trophy with 
three-game finals match scores of 2 1-15, 15-2 1, 
11-5 . Creviston won third . 



Men's Senior quarter play saw top seeded Hugh 
Durham defeat Don Curtis 17,5; Jim Lane over 
Scott Carroll 13, 19; Ron Scallion over Mike 
Jones 1,7 and unseeded Roger Wehrle over 
second seed Jim Hilliard 7, 1. 

Semi action found Durham over Lane 6 ,20; and 
Wehrle over Scallion 10,8. 

Durham then defeated Wehrle 6, 18 in finals play 
and Scallion placed third . 

In Men's B quarter final act ion , number one seed 
Rich Olson defeated Steve Boyce 21-11 , 16-21, 
11-2; Chuck Couch beat Butch Simcoe 14, 18; 
unseeded Ron Clark won over Woody 
Burckhalter 17, 12 and Bill Kleyla defeated 
second seeded Pat Gartland 19,9. 

Semi B play found Olson edging by Couck 21-8, 
20-21, 11-8 and Clark taking Kleyla with 
three-game scores of 13-21, 21-6, 11-3 . 

Olson then defeated Clark , the surprise B entry , 
in a finals match with scores of 21-16, 16-21 , 
11-6. Couch took nome third place trophy 

Men's Novice quarter acllon saw Mike Ray over 
lop seeded Larry Engram 8-21, 21-17 , 11-7 ; 
Steve Miller over Stan Wise 21-20 , 13-21 , 11-6 , 
Marvin Sosk1n over Jerry Brody 15, 15 and Harold 
Cohn over Dennis Orlemanski 19,20 . 

Mike Ray, the 15-year -old surprise novice entry , 
then defeated Miller 21-11, 17-21, 11-10 in semi 
play, as unseeded Sosk in beat Cohn 18, 17. 
Soskin defeated Ray 16,2 for the nov ice crown 
and Miller captured third . 

Boys Junior finals found number two seed Danny 
Phillips upsetting top seed John Derdeyn in one 
of the tourn ey's more exc1t1ng three-game 
come-back matches . 

For the first time in Georgia , all but two divisions 
allracted enough entrants for play ing. 

Alabama 
The first annual War Eagle Open had all the 
makings of your well planned , highly competitive, 
three day tournament last June at Auburn 
University, but the results of the fina l match 
between nutnber one seed, Bryce Anderson, and 
number two seed, Joe Ycaza , were 
unpredictable . 

The final had started out looking like an upset 
with Anderson being dominated by the precision 
shooting and passing displayed by the older 
Ycaza . After a 21-9 thrashing in the first game 
Anderson came out "smoking" and with some 
awesome shoollng and retrieving of his own 
quick ly ran the score to 15-6, at whic h point 
Ycaza forfe ited the game over a disputed call. 

A third place playoff in the Women's Open 
Singles provided a thriller as unseeded Micki 
Anderson , Bryce 's wife , went all out against third 
seeded Diane Palazola . After splitting the first 
two games both players threw caution to the wind 
and began shooting any1hing and everything 
from all over the court . Spectators held their 
breath when at 1 0-1 O in the lie breaker both 
playe rs unleased backhand rollouts from 35 feet. 

Five innings were played at 10-1 O before Micki 
found the handle for that elusive winning point. 

Results 
Men ' s Open Singles : I sl-Anderson 2nd -Ycaza 3rd-Mark 
Thomas . Consola11on•John Jordan . 

Men's B Singles : I Sl ·Outch Sears 2nd✓ohn Fuhrmann 
3rd -Denn is McRee Consolallon -Allen Dunn 

Men ' s C Singles : ISl ·A•ck Almas 2nd -Ken Kelly 3rd -Tony 
Barbaus Con sora11on•Larry Engram 

Men 's Senior Singles : 1st-Ron Sca llion . 2nd -Roger Wehrle . 

Men's Masters Singles · 1 s1✓ohn Web ster, 2nd -Roland 
Chasse . 

Women 's Open Singles : lsl-Babene Bell 2nd -Sue Graham 
3rd -Micki Ander son Consola11on-01ane Palazolo 

Washing ton 
With only six months of racquetball experience, 
Tennis World Sports Directo r Mir Rahim was the 
surprise winner of the Seattle Racquetball 
Champio nships June 2-4 at Tennis World . Mir, 
who is a former national tennis champion and 
intercollegiate squash champion of Pakistan, 
defeated Steve Bellar, a top ranked Washington 
state player, in the Men 's Open Finals . Mir 's 
bigges t goa l in life is to "beat the World 
All -Racquet Sports Champion." 

Results 

Men 'g Open Singles : Mir Rahim d Steve Bellar 21-7, 21- 19 

Men 's B Sing les : arad Furlo ng d Vick, Panzen 21-20 . 2 1- 19, 
Third · John O'Brien 

Men's C Singles : Darrell Krause d W,11 Graham 21- 16, 21- 14. 
Third • Russ Berttand 

Men 's D Singles : Brei Clark d. J,m Mora 21-17. 21- 15, Third -
Arnie Robinette 

Men 's Nov ic e Singles : Victor Ackley d Clyde Hallen 21• 17 
21 1, Third • Paul Elsberry 

Men 's Senior Singles : S1dW1lliamsd . Tom Graham21-9 , 21-12 . 
Third - Pal Wh 1teh 1II 

Women' s C Singles : Aileen Boyden d Kay Trepan ier 19·21 , 
21- 10. 11-1. Third - Brenda Putnam 

Women's D Singles · Sandy Ev,ch d Carla Marton 11-21. 21- 11 
11- 1, Third - Lynda Hild . 

Men 's Open Doubles : Ray Oram/Curt Larson d 
W1il1ams/Bertrand 21- 14, 21-18 . Third - Panzero-O'Broen 

Men 's B Doubles 

Ken Jensen/Larry Peccal,ellod Rick Murphy/W ill Graham 21- 17 
21 - 1 1 Third - Panzer ~O'Broen. 

Consolatlon Matches : 

Men 's B Singles : Lynn Ra1hll d . Steve Wilson . 

Men 's C Singles : John Reid d J,m Ross 

Me n's D Singles : Chris Eyring d. Rich MIiier 

Men 's Nov ice Singles : Dave Pollock d. John FotheunghOm 

Women 's C Singles : Penny Ev ich d Chloe Beardsley (delaull) 
Women 's D Singles · Donna Nobonkawa d Pat Palko 
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Wisconsin 
Back in January Paul lk1er, manager and pro of 
Madison 's Court Club, changed his residency to 
Wiscons in from neighboring Minnesota . He 
entered the USAA Wisconsin Singles 
Championships and accomplished a feat no 
other racquetball player has done in Wiscons in 
for five consecutive years - he dethroned Joe 
Wirkus . This writer remembers the almost three 
hou r matc h well , with lk1er barely winning In the 
tieb reaker 21 -1 7, 18-21 , 11-9 

May 19-21 the first USAA Wisconsin Doub les 
Championships were hosted by the Supreme 
Court , Madison 's newest racquetba ll fac ility lkier 
and his partner Brad Armstrong met W irkus 
again in a finals , but this time there were two of 
them . Joe had teamed up with his younger 
brother , Jim . and went on to capture the first 
USAA Wisconsin Doubles title . defeating lk1er 
and Armstrong in the tiebreaker 2 1-20 , 15-21 , 
11 · 7. 

Young J im Wirkus , just 19, played the left side 
and showed exlreme poise and confidence 
against the veteran lkie r. Brad Armstrong's 
solid right side play complimented lkier 's smooth 
and experienced backhand but in the end it was 
Jim 's powerful backhand and Joe 's forehand 
pinches that led to the title . 

In the upper bracket semi's the Wirku s· had little 
diffic ulty with the team of Ken Frank and Bobby 
Schultz . On paper the powerful lef1y, Schultz, 
and brilliant retriever , Fran k, wou ld be strong 
opponents for the W1rkus· - but someone forgot 
to tell Joe and Jim and they advanced to the finals 
qu ite easily 21-16. 21 -4. 

The lower bracket semi 's featured lk1er and 
Armstrong against lefty Galen Johnson and Tom 
Handl en. John son, cons idered to be Wiscons in's 
premier left side player. didn 't get much of a 
chance to display his talents as lk1er and 
Armstrong breezed to the finals 21-15 , 21·6 . 

The Womens Open drew just five team s and the 
round robin results had highly ranked Connie 
Peterson and Karen Finkelnburg eas ily defeat ing 
Linda Frank and Julie Jacobsen 21 -8 , 21-9 for 
the crown . 

In the Mens Senior division USAA State 
Chairman Bob Keenan teamed w ith State 
Comm itteeman Jerry Hoff to capture the crown 
over Madison 's Dave Hults and veteran Paul 
Nelson . The lops ided sco res showed dominance 
by each team with the finals go ing to the 
tiebreaker 9-21 , 21-13 , 11 · 1 

Both sem i's were close with Keenan-Hoff 
stopping Larry Preo and Fran k Klode 21 - 19, 
21-17 . Hults-Ne lson got by Jim Comp ton and 
Bob Moer icke In a tiebrea ker 21 -18, 20 -21 , 11 ·6 

The Mens B had Mike Jiru and Dave Lattimer 
team up to defeat Dan Frank and Pogo Knight ,n 
a tight three gamer 18-2 1, 21-8 , 11-8. 

In the semi's Jiru-Laltimer found J ,m Andrew s 
and Dick Ricco wort hy opponents In a 2 1-17. 
21-13 well played match . Frank and Kn ,ght had 
one close game In the ir sem i's against Randy 
Bauknecht and Ted Koch by the score of 21 • 19, 
21-9 . 

The Womens B, dominated main ly by Milwaukee 
and Madison team s. had the two cit ies oppo sing 
each other In the finals . Madison 's Jan ice Lucht 
and Barb Sow inski defeated Judy Pohl and Judi 
Mottl 20-21 , 21 -9, 11-6 . In the semi 's Pohl-Mottl 
stopped Laurie Johnson and Karen Doyle 21 -14 , 
21 -9 while Lucht-Sowinski downed 
Bergman-Pruitt in their semi 's 8-21 , 21- 1 5 , 11-0 

The Masters played to a round robin with the 
strong team of Mike Mackedon and Claude 
Manning topping Supreme Court owner Ivan 
Brunner and his partner Chet Howard 21-17, 
21-11 . 

The Juniors 14 and under brac ket had one of the 
better finals of the tourne y featu ring Bob Kinney 
and Jeff Tubbs coming out on top of a tiebr eaker 
against Jeff Plazak and Mike Manning 21-16 , 
14-21 , 11-9 . 

The tourney drew 76 teams in all, the largest 
doubles event ever held in Wisconsin , and it was 
the first USAA sanctioned doubles event. Much 
of the tourney 's success must be credited to Joe 
W1rkus, manager and pro at the Supreme Court , 
and to his hard work ing staff . A special thanks to 

We're national racquetball 
consultants With the track 
record that will help you 
succeed in the industry. 

Connie Peterson for her time and effons prior to 
the tourney . Leach Industries shirts were well 
received and a big thanks to the USAA 
Wiscons,n Chapter for the Gatorade 

This wri ter would like to comment on an 
occurrance during the tourney that disp layed 
extreme good sportsmanship and sho uld not be 
overlooked 

In an early round of the Mens Open. a match 
between Steve Peck and Steve Salamone vs 
Gary Ta te and Denn is Ryan ended with 
Peck-Salamone winning a tiebreaker 11-7 . With 
one out and Peck serving at 1 0-7 one of the 
members of the oppos ing team lost a shoe during 
a volley . The shoe remai ned off for at least three 
shots before Peck h1l a winner for match point. 
The oflic1al. not qui te familiar with the ·1oss of 
equ, pmen t' ' ru le, allowed play to con tinue after 
Tate had lost the shoe and Peck's winner for 
match po1nl occurrred while a player was minus a 
shoe . 

Und er the cond1t1ons Tate and Rya n coul d have 
easily ranted and raved al a loss In this manner 
but they ca lmly voice d a protest atter all players 
had teft the cou rt The Tournament Direc tor and 
State Cha irman considered the protest and 
decided the po int should be replayed . All four 
players agreed to the ru ling ca lmly and without 
complain t. The point was rep layed and Peck and 
Salamone wo n the match. 

- Bob Keenan 

Results 
Men 's Open 

Quarter s : Wuku s1Vv11kus d Peck /Salamone 2 1- 11 21-7 
Frank /Schu llZ d . Guen 1har1Vascholz 2 1- 14 21-19. 
lkier/Armslrong d. Gerschke/Em st 2 1•7 21-12 , 
John son/ Handl en d Par,ollflu c hI 2 1- 1 7. 21 18 

Semis : Wirkus 1Wlrku s d Fran k/SchullZ 21 16 2 1-• . 
lk,er/Arm strong d Johnson lHandl en 21- 15 21·6 

Finals : Wu kus lW11kus d. lkler/Arm strong 21·20. 15·2 1 11-7 

Third : Johnson •Handlen d . Fran, ISchullz 2 1- 18 21 -17. 

Men 's B 

Quarters : D Frank /P Kn,ghl d Ander son/Nordne ss 2 1-18 . 2t-8 ; 
Bauknechl/Kocn d Sebak/Ward 21 - 19. 21- 15. 
Krause lCnamber s d Wa lsh/Pegram 21 20 . 21 -12. 
Andr ews /Ricco d Lame rs/SIeen is 21· 18. 12·2 1. 1 t -4 : 
J11u/ La11,mer d . Van Oris se/De W an 21-18 . 2 1· 10 

1. 

2. 

3. 

New club construction 
and PR-opening 
membership sales 

Conversion of indoor 
tennis courts to 
racquetball 

Financial consultation 
and tax advantage 
package for operating 
and investors 

TONY BOCCACCIO RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATES Five Diane Lane 
East Northport, N.Y. 
11731 PIONEERS IN THE COURT SPORT OF THE EIGHTIES SINCE 1969 
516 -368-04 73 
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Sem is· D Frank Kn,onI d Baul\nechl Koen 21-19 21-P 
J ,ru Lall1mer d Andre"ws R icco 21•i7 21 - 13 

Flnals · Juu La111mer d Fran~ KnrghI 18-2 1 21·8 11-8 

Third : Bauknechl Koch d . Andrews Ricco 21-20 21·18 

Seniors 

Quarters · Hulls Nelson CJ P,n,on -F,sher 21-10 21 - 1.1: 
CompIon Moencke d Murray Sea11< 21-20 . 2 1-1.:1. 
Klode Preo o. Kinney Anderson 2 1 20 10-21 11-10 
Keenan Hofl d Marrett GruIzner 21 -16 21 - 1 A 

Sem is· HuI1s Nelson o Compton Moe,.che 21 - 18 20 21 11-6 
Keenan Hoff d Preo-Kiode 21 - 19 21-1 7 

F1nals ·KeenanHol l d HullsNe lson921 21·13 11-1 

Third Como ton Moencke rby forfe,I) 

Womens B 

Ouar1er s : Pohl Molli o Heh Gaghano 21-10 21 -19 
Doyle Johnson d . Olson Schallern 19-21 21 -18 11-0 
Bergman Pru11I o w,rkus Colle1t1 2t-9 18-21 11-10 . 
Lucht Sow,nsk1 d. Singler Grutzner 

Sem is : Pohl Mo111d Doyle Johnson 21 1• 21 ·9 Luch1 Sowinski 
o Bergman Pru1118·21. 2 1- 15 11-0 

Finals : Lucn1 Sowins,1 d . Pohl Mo111 20 ·21 21 ·9 11 6 

Third : Doyle Jo hnson d Bergman Pru111 2 1-8 2 1-18 

Master s 

Finals : Mike Mache don CIaude Manning d Ivan Brunner Chet 
Howard 21- 17 2 1· 11 

Women 's Op en 

Finals : Connie Pere,son Karen Fm~elnburg d Linda Franh. Juhe 
Jacobson 2 1-8 21 -9 

Junior s 14 & und er 

Semis· M Manning J Pla,ak d B Hulls J . O Laughlin 21-2 
21·9 · B Kinney J . Tubbs d E Gru 1zner 'J Johnson 21- 12 21-2 

Finals : K1nney'Tubbs d Mann ing Plazak 21-16 . 1•-2 1 11-9 

Third : Grulz ner Johnson d . Hulls O Laug hlin 14-21 21-8 11-6 

Consolallon Winner s: Mens Open -Luch t Parrolt Sen1ors­
P1n1on1F,sher Jrs . - Cassa dy1Caplan Mens 8 - Van 
Dr1sse1DeWan Womens B - Jordan Cavalco 

C 

Wisconsin 
The BridgKort Racquet Club of Neenah . hosted a 
field of 128 of Wiscons in s finest racqu etball 
players March 31 - April 3 . 

The Mens Open event was well contested with 
Brian Parrott taking top honors over Jon Derksen 
21 -5. 21 -15. The bigges t upset of the tourney 
was Parrott's upsel over number one seed Galen 
Johnson in the sem i-finals 21-9 , 13-21 . 11-4 . In 
the lower bracket semis Derksen defeated Bruce 
Thompson 21-19, 21-9 T hompso n beat 
Johnson for third 12-21. 21-18 , 11-9 . 

The Sen iors division drew 23 entries with Bob 
Adam defeat ing Roger S1egr1st 21-17. 21-8 . In 
the semi s Adam easily handled Don Gemoll 
2 1-6 . 21-13 . S1egnst went to the finals by 
down ing Greg Kettelson 21- 10, 21-13 . Kettelson 
defeated Gemoll for th ird 2 1-17, 21-19 . 

Don Chambers outlasted a field of 38 entries in 
the Men ·s Band defeated Dan Mohr 21-19, 
21-20. In the semis Ch ambers defeated Jon 
Wa ldron 2 1-1 1, 21-15 and Moh r barely got by 
Tim Brown 2 1-18. 20-21 , 11-6 . Brown defeated 
Waldron for third 21-6. 21-14 . 

The Men 's C d1v1sion drew 40 entries and Archie 
Landerman defeated Milwaukean Bill Birke tt in 
the finals 21-20 , 2 1-15. In the sem is Birkett 
stopped Tom Tadych 2 1-7, 21-19 . Landeman 
eased through the semis via Tom Soens 21-14 , 
21-1 1. 

Tw enty-six competed in the Women 's Open 
d1vis1on with Judie Lutz downin g Gina Wald ron in 
the finale 21 -18, 21 -8 . Waldron toppe d Janice 
Lucht In the lower semis 21-15 , 21-6 and Lutz 

) 

·11HAGEN 
is molded to the foot , des ign ed for quick movements . 

reinforced wh ere nec essary. light[, comfortable. 
allows th e fool lo ro ll and gives d true grip. 

~PATRICK 
You owe it to your feet 

Patrick Ath letic Sho e Company. 45 E. 3 0th S t .. N .Y . . N.Y . I 0016 212-686-8052 

surprised number one seed Nola Ward in the 
upper semis stopping her 21- 13, 21-13 . Nola 
captured third over Lucht 21 -20, 21-17. 

Scott Schultz defeated Bob Aku lian 21-16 , 21 -8 
for the Men·s Open Consolat ion . The Men 's B 
Consolation went to Jim Marrinello over Jett 
Wilson 21-8. 21 -16. Bob Mann defeated Jett 
Rosen in a t iebreaker 9-21, 21 -15. 11-1 0 to 
capture C Conso lation . The Men 's Sen ior 
Consolat ion also went to the tiebreaker with 
Hank Krause best ing Tom Biebel 21 -9 , 12-21 , 
11-4 . Leta Leyon was the Womens Open 
Con solatio n winner topping Lisa Rosen 21 -15, 
21-13 . 

Hats off for a successful event to George Millar 
and his fine Bridgkort staff, and special thanks to 
Tournament Director Randy Bauknecht and 
Floor Manager Art Snell. 

-Bob Keenan 

Minnesota 
The fourth annual Northwest Invitational was 
held June 9-11 at the Northwest Racquet and 
Swim Club, in St. Lou is Park. One hundred and 
th irty playe rs from the upper midwest and 
Canada competed in the three day event. 

Mike Filipp i, who works at a loca l Twin City Disco, 
provided music for the Saturd ay night dance . 
Festivi ties included a chicken dinner , a full 
eve ning of disco dancing and a draw ing for prizes 
compliments of the Northwes t Racquet and 
Leach , Ekte lon and Munsingw ear. 

In the Men 's Pro event . Bob Adam defeated Pat 
Page, 21-13 , 21-12 . 

Men 's Open Singles was won by Tony Upkes. 
who bea t John Kellner. 21 -13 . 18-21 , 11-9 . 

Mike Hylden took the Men's B 
Sing les title in straight games over Jim Pratt 
21-18 , 21-5 . 

The Men's Sen ior B Singles event was won by 
Jim Wills , ove r Howard Spizman 21-9 , 21-16 . 

In Women 's Open Singles , Martha Corwin 
defeated Nancy Harrer , 21-15. 18-21, 11-2 . 

Women 's B Singles winn er was Marily n Sturm , 
over Barb Jacobson 21 -5, 21 -15 . 

Shir ley Eiken took the Wome n's C Sing les over 
Lisa Adam 21-13, 21-10 . 

In Men 's Open Doubles . Steve Singer and Don 
Constab le defeated Bob Adam and Pat Page 
15-8 , 11-15, 11-6 . 

Les Carl and Mike Hylden took the Men's B 
Doubles event over Craig Stirtz and Dave Hart 
15-8, 15-7. 

In the two Round Rob in events , Bob McN amara 
defeated Ralph Stillman for the Master s Singles 
title , and the Men 's Senior Singles title was won 
by Larry Kinney over Evered Eiken. 
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Minnesota 
The Ektelon , Anheuser - Busch Tournament held 
at Rosev ille Kings Court June 23-25 drew over 
200 entrants . 

Results 
Women• Open : Manha Corw in d . Jacque Co plin. Thud- Elaine 
We iss . Con solauon - Tern Seaborg . 
Women • B : Sand , R,ach d . Jean Krusemark , Third - Mary 
Hunnos, Consolahon - Marsha ll ss 

Womens C : Vivia n Luce d . Jean Lane . Tho1d - v ,cky Hodgson . 
Consola11on - Lisa Adam . 

Womens Nov ice : Carol Hood d. Nancy Husen . Thud - Debb ie 
Smnh , Consola1 1on - Janice Tukk1. 

Womens Open Doub les : First - Nancy Cato/Ter n Seaborg . 
Second - Nancy Harver /Mary Adam . Th 11d - Meg 
Sounder /Jacou e Cop lin . 

Women s B Doubl es: Fust- Jen ny 81erke n/Pat Hagen, Second 
- Sandy Ch apcl<iBarb Jacob son. Th11d - Marsha L1ss/Ros1e 
Lebow,1.z 

Seniors : 0 ,11 Hall d Monie McCu nn ,tt. Th11d - B,11 Ha,per. 
ConsolalK>n - Charles Schaler . 

Men ·s Open . Bob Adam Jr d Dan Fems Th ird - Tony Upkes . 
Conso lalK>n - James Woolcock . 

Men·s Open Doubles ; Dan Ferns/To ny Upkes d . Greg 
John son/Ga ry Pelerson . Third - Bob Adam Jr/ Pal Page . 
Cons ola lion - Mike We um!John Kruge r 

Men' s B : A l Pederson d . Craig SMz . Th ird - Gary Whealon . 
Con solation - Dave Hart . 
Men 's B Doubl es : Tom Grad y/Spa,ky Corw in d Chuck 
Carlso n/Kev,n Joppe . Th11d - Craig Sllrtz/Dave Han 
Consolat K>n - Larry Kinne y/Br uce M iller. 

Men ' s C: Fran k Hess d. Tom Arn old , 'Thud - Dennis Schatz , 
Consolation - Mark Thompson. 

Men 's NovJce : Aon Payne d Terry Po111er, Thud - Dan Sav ard. 
Conso la110n - Don Groves . 

GF.T THIS NEW 

Missouri 
The first place winners of the 1978 
Spauld 1ng-Vittert Mid-Slates Open , wh ich drew 
600 competitor s June 30-July 3 at four of the St 
Louis Spaulding clubs, were : 
Men's Open • Ken Wong . 

A . M ike Ellos. 

B - Chus Panerson 

C • Berry Kiesel 

D • Ant Rainey 

Nov ice - Aon Huels1ng 

Ov er 40 • An Alben 

Women 's Open • Mary Dee 

A • Juhe Simon . 

B • Donna Housel y 

Int ermediate • Kar en McDowell 

Nov ice • Rebecca Lovelace 

California 
Tom Hutchinson beat Jerry Mifsud 20-21, 21-19 , 
11-6 to win the Men 's Open Single s at the Spr ing 
Racquetball Tourn ament in Westm inster Ap ril 
14-16 co-sponsored by K1ng·s Court and 
Professional Resources . 

Other winners were : Women 's Open Sing les -
Amy Atkinson over June Stubbe 21-9, 21-8 ; 
Women ·s Nov ice Singles - Sue Coltun over 
Marge Fleckner 21-0, 21-10; Men 's Novice 
Sing les - Tom Moore ove r Andy Nueman 21-6, 
21-5. 

► CONTRACTORS 

► ARCHITECTS 
► DEVELOPERS 

HANDBOOK OF SPORT COURT CONSTRUCTION 
For Racquetball , Handball and Squash Racquets Courts 
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Any Chap te r Can Save You 
MANY HOURS AND DOLLARS! 

If not sat isfied return in IO day s for full refund . 
ORDER NOW! 

r -- ------f'or Shi(!ment S~ rl ina- Seet.emuer I. 1978 --- - -- ---- - - --, 
To: Sunbury 13ooks 

I P.O. Bnx 253 
I Sunbury. Ohio 4:!074 
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Please sencl ___ copies of HANDBOOK Of' SPORT COURT 
CONSTRUCTION priced at $14.~5 eac h. Add $1.50 for Air Mall 
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l Addr ess --- ----- - D Sh ip Fourth Class N.C. 
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Upcoming Events 

Upstate New York Racquetball 
Association Has Full 78-79 
Schedule 
Sept. 22-24 
Racquet Club of Eastern Hills , Buffalo 
Oct. 6-8 
SUNY Binghamton 
Oct. 20-22 
The Court Club, Albany 
Nov . 3-5 
YMCA , Batav ia 
Dec. 1-3 
Winton Racquetball Club , Rochester 
Jan . 12-14 
4 Walls Courts , Buffa lo 
Jan. 26-28 
DeWitt Clubhouse , Sy rac use 
Mar . 2-4 
New York State Champ ionship s, 
Rochester 
Mar. 30-Apr. 1 
YMCA , Batavia 
Apr. 13-15 
SUNY Binghamton 
May 4-6 
YMCA, Rochester 
Jun. 1-3 
Racquet Club of Eastern Hills , Buffalo 

Oct. 6-8 
2nd Annual Tri-Sate Tournamen t, 
Manchester Court Club, 2 Driving Park 
Road, Manchester , NH . 

Dec. 2, 3 
2nd Annual Closed Tournament , OFF 
THE WALL RACQUET CLUB , 
Nashua , NH. 

Feb. 9 - 11 
New Hampshire Open Tournament, 
place to be announced . 

For further details or questions contact 
Robert Gelinas, 814 Goffstown Road, 
Manchester, NH 03102. 
603-625 -5551. 



Racquetball in the News 
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WP.EN OV6~~ 
MARTY HOGAN 
CRANKS UP /-IIS 

=~' /42-MPJ-\ StR.Vt:,IT 
SEEMS LI~ A CANNON8AU. AAS 
8/:£N FIRED! ONLY 20,Hf'S N0.1 . 

DAYEM 
BLEDSOE 

N/FPEJ) H06AN 
IN '77 NA110NALS 

LE.AN, R::U€A }lrr7W 

Detroit Free Press Art Director Dick Mayer sketched some of the players 
expected to be top contenders in the Nationals held in Belleville , a suburb of 
Detroit . National Racquetball readers are getting a look at the drawings with 
permission of the Free Press, which ran the series on Sunday, June 18. 
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/5 CAT-(yUICK . l~-=~ ~ILLSI-JOT FROM 
rHGH IN -n-1E" AJR.. OJRJ:<ENTL'1 IN SWM(). 
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John Newcombe doesn't 
play racquetball in tennis shoes. 

Whydoyou? 
O r are yo u one of those still 

playing in basketball sneakers? 
Either way, you·re selli ng yourself 
short. 

Lefs look at it this way; nobod y 
moves around in tennis shoes 
better than a champion like John 
Newcombe . But even he needs a 
special sho e when he leaves the 
grass , clay and aspha lt tennis 
courts for the hardwood floors 
o f rac qu etball. 

They can giv e yo u much better 
t ractio n , with a suctio n tread gu m 
rubber sole that gr ips so well you 
can practically scale the walls . 
T hey wear longer beca use of the 
double-stitc hed top grain leather , 

..... -
.--"'-......; 

canvas or composition uppers 
and durabl e to e ov erlays . And they 
feel better because of a contoured 
an atomi cal footb ed and hee l 
co unt er. 

In Lotto ·s you 'll move qu icke r 
and feel lighter o n yo ur feet. Ask to 
see all five Lotto racquetball 
mod els fo r m en and women . It's 
the better way to go . . . and 
stop ... and go ... 

Great racq uetball shoes . 

Lotto -Newk U.S.A., Inc ., 
Sa n An tonio, Texas 782 16 
A divisio n of Progra m Tennis Service (bl 

/' 





-Final y! 
Finally , Marty Hogan is racquetball's 
National Champion . The last title and 
the one that means the most was 
bestowed on our sport's finest player 
June 24 when he captured the 1978 
National Championship from former 
champ Charl ie Brumfi eld 21-12 , 21-20 . 

It was as amazing a match as last 
year 's upset win by Davey Bledsoe 
over Hogan , for had Hogan 's good 
fortune not been Brumfield 's inabil ity to 
execute at the wire , a tie-breaker would 
have been necessary to determine the 
outcome . 

After dropping the first game 21-12, 
Brumfield faced a 14-7 def icit in the 
second as the gallery began making 
dinner reservations . Hogan 's fearless 
game was clicking crisply and 
Brumfield was unable to contain the 
blasting youngster . 

And then , incredibly, Hogan quit 
playing his game. He stopped 
shooting, lost his ace serves, and gave 
Brumfield the opportunity to get back 
into the match . 

Brumfield, who knows Christmas when 
he sees it, went after the title with 
renewed faith, outscoring Hogan 13-2 
to take a solid 20-16 lead. 

If there was ever an unwritten axiom in 
racquetball it has been that once 
Charlie Brumfield reaches 20, he is 
sure to reach 21. But he couldn't do it 
this time , despite three opportunities to 
put away game two . 

The crucial rally was Brumfield 's first 
chance at the game when Hogan left 
up a left side wall-front wall backhand 
pinch. Brumfield needed only to step 
over from his backhand to forehand 
and casually dump the re-kill into the 
right corner to force the tie-breaker . 

Instead he hit the ball into the floor , 
skipping in the kill attempt that is a 90 
percenter for beginners. 

.. When he got 20 I knew I'd better shoot 
every ball ," said Hogan . If I continued 
to play like I was, I would have lost ." 

Twice more Brumfield was unable to 
capture the point and as Hogan came 
back it was the veteran who wilted 
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under the pressure . At 20 -18 Brumfield 
had a backhand set up along the left 
wall and instead of hitt ing down the line 
for an almost certain winner , he elected 
to go cross court, where Hogan took 
the shot off the back wall and rolled it 
out in the right corner . 

In his final chance at the game 
Brumf ield did go for the winner , a 
backhand kill attempt into the left 
corner from center court . 

"If I can 't make this shot , ·· Brumfield 
said , "I can 't win the tournament. " 

He left the shot up and Hogan re-killed 
with a backhand pinch that rolled out 
left side wall-front wall. 

It was a championship match that 
befitted championsh ip matches . The 
tide of the games ebbed and f lowe d 
from one player to another, but it was 
Hogan 's blistering serve and fierce 
determination that proved to be the 
difference. 

When Brumfield , who started fast in 
game one, built a mode st 6-4 lead , 
Hogan held him score less for six 
straight innings to turn the game 
around 12-6. 

At that juncture - with the fans fearing 
a Hogan blow-out - Brumf ield rall ied 
for five points his next time in to make it 
11-12 and put up one more after 
holding Hogan , and the game was tied 
at 12. 

But Brumfield neve r scored again. A 
drive serve to the right was an ace for 
point 13 ; a V pass to the left was 14 ; a 
left corner kill with his backhand was 
15; a backhand cross court kill made 
16; another ace , this one a drive left , 
was 17 ; an incredible backhand kill 
from 39 feet and shoulder high into the 
left corner was 18 , and another ace , a 
driver left, made it 19-12 before 
Brumfield was able to regain the serve . 

A seven point inning in which every 
rally ending shot was an offensive 
winner by Hogan! Truly a 
championship display. 

When Charlie didn 't score, Marty took 
over where he left off and in two swings 
of the racquet had captured the first 

game . Serving at 19-1 2 Hogan hit two 
more aces, the first a per fect drive right 
to Brumfie ld's forehand fo r 20 and the 
second a Z serve left to Brum 's 
backhand making the final 21- 12 in the 
first game . 

The nine point difference in sco re cou ld 
be directly related to Hogan 's nine aces 
in the game . 

"I played pretty well , ·· Hog an 
deadpanned . 

He cont inued to play well into game two 
scoring seven straight over four inn ings 
to take comm and 13-5 . The re the 
Hogan domination ended and 
somehow the can ny Brumfield reached 
back into the years of experience that 
won him five national championships 
and came up with the right combina tion 
to get him back into the match . 

"Hogan had had a rela tively easy 
tournam ent to the finals , " said 
Brumf ield . ' 'I felt if I cou ld put p ressure 
on him late in the second game it could 
work for me . He wasn 't used to doing 
anything ." 

And the pressure began to pay off as 
Brumf ield mounted his drive that would 
eventually fall one , sl im , elusive point 
short. 

Com ing in at 8-14 he tallied three 
times , each time hitting a w inner with 
his foreh and - a re-kill in the righ t 
corner, a cross court kill left , and a 
forehand pass down the right line . 

Hogan 's 15th point did little to slow 
down Brumfield, who added five more 
in the next inning , the first two coming 
on Hogan errors, the next three on 
Brumfield kill shots - a forehand back 
wall , backhand left corner , and 
forehand right corner giving Brumfield 
his first lead of the game 16-15. 

Hogan tied it at 16-all w ith a forehand 
cross court pass right, but Brumfield 
responded with another big inn ing , 
allowing Hogan a taste of his own 
trademark , while eating fou r stra ight. 

The 17th point was a forehand kill into 
the right corner , 18 was a forehand 
pass down the line right, 19 was a 
freebie on a Hogan skipped kill attempt 



headed for the right corner and 20 was 
scored by Brum on a back hand pinc h 
kill left to right. Hogan 's response was a 
time out. 

'I thought certain ly Brumfield wou ld 
go for the ace ," said USRA pres ident 
Bob Kend ler . '' You would think that a 
player as thoughtful as Bru mfield 
would have one ser ve up his sleeve for 
a situation like this ." 

Instead Brumf ield stayed with the 
shoulder high garbage ser ve that had 
enabled him to keep Hog an 's ser ve 
return defensive . When Marty went for 
the low percentage kill (" /'II shoot every 
ball ") and left up the backhand pinch , 
Brumf ield needed only put away the 
plum to w in the game . As reported the 
dump kill attemp t sk ipped in . 

With his plug back in the sock et Hogan 
responded with only one point , a 
backh and kill stra ight in, and Brumfield 
had opportunity number two to win the 
game . Th is time he chose to go for the 
winner , a backhand kill attempt into the 
left corner , only to leave it a little high . 
Hogan re-killed in the same corner with 
his backhand to rega in the serve . 

Marty notched another kill for his 18th 
point, a forehand into the right corner , 
but was unable to add more and 
Brumfield stepped into the service 
zone with a 20-18 lead, ser ving for the 
game for the third time . 

Two opportunities down Brumfield 's 
concentration must have weakened , 
for he did indeed have opportunity 
number three, a backhand set up wh ich 
called for a down the line pass left. 
Unable to recognize the opportunity , or 
unwilling to go for the winner , Brumfie ld 
took the cross court pass route and 
Hogan buried the back wall kill into the 
right corner to take the serve. It wa s all 
over . 

Three shots into the next rally Hogan 
rolled out a backhand kill in the left 
corner making it 19-20 and Brumfield 
was shook . A mis-hit Hogan pass 
attempt gave Charlie a chance to take 
an offensive shot from center court and 
the Brum hit it in the dirt again with his 
forehand for the 20-20 tie . 

Hogan, who smells 21 like Nick laus 
smells a birdie , went right after the title. 
A drive serve to the backhand found a 
ceiling ball return to the backhand. 
Hogan responded with a cross court 
dr ive and Brumf ield drove back cross 
court , whereupon Hogan went for the 
back hand ki ll attempt from deep court 
and connected in the left corner. 

The game, the match , the 
champ ionship to Marty Hogan. 

In the ceremonia l presentat ions 
afterwar ds both player displayed tear s, 
for obv iously different reasons . 

" I think Brumf ield would almo st rather 
have lost five and five, .. said USRA 
Nat ional Directo r Chuc k Leve who 
refereed the match . "To have the game 
in his grasp and let it ge t away is the 
toughest way to lose." 

Afterwards Brumfield explained he 
missed the forehand dump kill attempt 
(the first chance at game point) 
because he couldn 't change his gr ip 
from backhand to forehand. 

"I didn 't react fast enough with my 
gr ip , so I was forced to take the shot 
with an improper grip, and the result 
was a mis-hit ball and skip ," he said . 

Had he counted the second game in 
the w in column too soon? 

''I' d have won the third game , no 
question about it," he said . 

Hogan, on the other hand, could have 
cared less about the third game . 

" You never want to go to the 
tie-breaker with Brumfield ," said 
Marty . ··He is the luckiest tie-breaker 
player alive . Any time it goes three, 
he 's never out of it ." 

Nobody had to tell young Mike Yellen 
about that. Yellen , who became the 
sentimental favorite by knocking off 
highly seeded players plus being the 
home town boy , found his 10-8 lead 
over Brumfield still not enough and was 
eliminated in the semi -final thriller 
21-16 , 17-21 , 11-10. 

It was eas ily the most exc iting match of 
the tournament , one of those best of 
the year types. There always seem to 
be one or two matches per tournament 
that are exceptional and you never 
really know when they 'll show up, 
quarters , semis or finals . Th is was that 
match. 

Yellen had come through probably the 
most diff icult bracket in the draw with 
the likes of Craig McCoy , Jerry 
Hilecher, Steve Keeley and Mike 
Zeilman along with two top amateurs 
Bobby Bolan and Gary Berbere t to 
contend with . After wins over Berberet, 
McCoy and Hilecher Yellen, only 
19-years-old , found himself in the 
semi-finals aga inst none other than 
Brumfield. 

There was nothing in game one to 
ind icate the excit ement and intensi ty 
that was to come later. Brumfield 
played the game like teacher lecturing 
pupil grabbing a 10-2 tead and coast ing 
in 21-16 with the game never in doubt. 

Ye llen played much tougher and looser 
in the second game and when he 
moved from 9-all to a 16-12 lead, he 
brought the house with him. Sens ing 
that their local hero could in fact bring 
down the mounta in, the gallery began 
bellowing with very rally. 

Yellen's smooth forehand strokes and 
heady shot select ion made him 
Brumfie ld's equal as the match wore 
on. When Brum scored once to move 
within 13-16 , Mike answered with one 
of his own , a pass down the line right 
making the score 17-13. Five more 
inning s occ urred and five times Yellen 
he ld Brumfi eld scoreless , adding one 
he re and one ther e unt il his last time in 
the service zone at 19-13. 

"Playing as well as I was," said Yellen, 
"I knew I'd better do what I could to get 
the two po ints as fast as possible. " 

Mike did just that , scoring the 20th on a 
backhand kill into the left corner and 
followed it with the 21st - a backh and 
pass cross court to the right for the 
21-13 win , forcing the tie-breaker, and 
sending the 450 + gallery into howling 
delight. 

If ever a more exciting and thr illing 
tie-breaker is played , it should be sent 
directly to the Hall of Fame, for it is hard 
to imagine a game with more intens ity , 
shotmaking and guts than the 
tie-breaker between Yellen and 
Brumfie ld. 

The game started routinely with the 
players trading points over the first five 
innings to 2-2 before Brumfield made 
the first move of the tie-breaker, 
scor ing once in each of the next four 
innings whi le ho lding Yellen scoreless , 
making his lead 6-2. As it turned out 
that was the biggest lead of the game. 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 69 



Play ing like a veteran Yellen dnves the ball cross 
c ourt as Brumfi eld attempts to move away from 

the glass in their thr illing semi-final ba ttle. 

Yellen closed the gap to 7-4 with a 
backhand, back wall kill, and when 
Brumfield couldn 't add to his total , Mike 
came all the way back to a 7-all tie with 
the impetus gained on an avoidab le 
hinder call by referee Leve (so clear cut 
that Brumfield didn 't even argue) , 
which was followed by a left corner 
backhand kill and forehand kill straight 
in . 

From there the match trudged toward 
completion with the suspen se edging 
upward like a Hitchcock script. When 
Yellen skipped in a forehand 1t gave 
Brumfield a brief 8-7 lead , but the 
youngster got tough and really put on 
the heat. 

A backhand kill into the left corner , the 
result of an ofi the back wall set up, 
gave Yellen his eighth point for the tie . 
Brum then went for the back break ing 
serve return kill attempt and came up 
with a skip ball and Yellen now had a 
lead 9-8 . The next rally resulted in three 
Brumfield diving retrieves, only to have 
Yellen put it away with a pass left while 
Brumfield recovered from a dive right. 

It was now 10-8 Yellen and the place 
was in an uproar . This rookie pro who 
1 O months before couldn 't win the 
National Jun iors champ ionship was 
now one ace , one crack , one skip , one 
freak ball, one anything away from a 
berth in the champ ionship match . 
Frank ly it's hard to bel ieve he never got 
there . 

Brumfield responded with a glove 
change to consider the situation as 
Yellen paced the service zone . 

Mike 's serve for the match point was a 
wicked drive left that Brumfield barely 
returned to the front wall and 
immediately Charlie was on the 
defensive. Yellen drove a pass to the 
backhand and Brum had to scurry into 
deep court to retrieve with no chance 
for an offensive shot. Finally Yellen's 
shot was not quite perfect and 
Brumfield responded by kill ing a 
forehand into the right corner and 
regaining the serve . 
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As in most great athlet ic battle s the re 
seems to enter a controversial point 
now and then , and the controversy 
occurred on the next rally with 
Brumfield serving 8-10 . 

It wasn 't a part icularly long or exciting 
exchange until Brumfield took a 
forehand off the back wall and shot into 
the right corner. Immed iately referee 
Chuck Leve called the ball "skip ." 

On appeal by Brumfield , however , one 
linesman disagreed with Leve 's call 
and the other linesman was unable to 
make a call hav ing been blocked by the 
unusual glass fins that surrounded the 
Sports Illustrated Court Club 's 

champ ionship court . The resu lt was a 
no decision on the app ea l and a 
re-playing of the rally , denying Yellen a 
side out. 

On the fifth shot of the nex t rally 
Brumf ield hit the crack just past the 
short line on a V pass for his ninth point. 
But Yellen was still alive when 
moments later Charl ie did skip a shot , 
th is time a backhand kill attemp t. 

As Yellen stepped up to se rve aga in for 
match point , it was c lear that he'd 
better get it now . He stayed with the 
hard drive serve which Brumf ield 
handled , and then wen t for the winne r, 
a backhand attemp t into the left corne r. 
Brum covered the shot and re-k illed 
with a backhand pinch to put out the 
side and take over again . 



Serving now at 9-10 Brumf ield scor ed 
quickly with a pass to the left cross 
court and the drama heightened as the 
match now stood at 1 0-1 O in the 
l ie-breaker . 

Brumfield went fo r the ace on a drive 
serve and almost got it as Yellen was 
forced to scramb le to retrieve . The 
result was a set up off the back wall for 
Brumfield who calmly killed 11 into the 
right corner with his forehand for the 
match 11-1 o. 
As exciting as the Brumf ield -Yellen 
semi-final was the Hogan -Ben Koltun 
semi was total dom inat ion by Hogan , 
much to the su rprise of many 
onlookers . 

Koltun had reached the semis with a 
quarter-final win over Steve Sero! and 
16's victory over Charl ie Rish , who 
forced Ben to three games before 
bowing . 

But Ben's usual good effort aga inst 
Hogan was not to be th is night as Marty 
played probably the best single match 
of the year in downing Ben 21-9, 21-6 . 

Hogan was awesome . He killed balls 
from every corner, every height in 
every direction. His serves were 
exceptional and his power was like a 
punch to the solar plexis. 

"There wasn 't anything I could do ," 
said Koltun. " When he gets hot like that 
and his serves are clicking , you just 
hope that he cools off . Too bad he 
didn 't." 

The first rally of the match was an omen 
perhaps as Hogan blasted a drive 
serve to the left for an ace . Marty added 
to that and grabbed a comfortable 8-1 
lead, which he he ld fairly well. Koltun 
could come back only to 5-9 on some 
fine play, but Hogan spurted forward 
scoring 10 straight, primarily on strong 
serves to take command 19-5. 

Marty seemed to ease up at this 
juncture, but when Ben approached 
double figures , Marty put it away with 
20 coming on a backhand kill on the 
short hop in center court and an inning 
later 21 on a Koltun skip on a vicious Z 
serve to the backhand 21-9 . 

Those hoping for a Koltun comeback in 
the second game were given an early 
shock as Hogan was absolutely 
fantastic in his execut ion, piling up a 
13-1 lead. Koltun called two time outs, 
stalled and changed tactics - none of 
it helped as Marty continued to roll . 

Ko/tun foll ows through with one of his few offensive opportunities in the 
Hoga n-domina ted semi-final encounte r. 

When Ben made a move toward 
respectability drawing to 15-6 , Marty 
responded with three straight aces- a 
drive left for 16, a drive left that cracked 
out for 17, and another drive into the 
deep left corner for 18 to cement the 
match which ended 21-6 . 

Only one of the quarter-finals went to a 
tie-breaker (Yellen over Hilecher 
14-21, 21-17 , 11-5), but all were good 
matches . 

Koltun and Sero! were first up in a 
battle of St. Louis natives . Serot had 
topped highly rated amateur David 
Peck in the first round by big scores (11 
and 3) and then bested Eric Campbell 
15 and 14 to reach the quarters. Koltun, 

as noted , stopped Rish and eventual 
amateur champ, Jett Bowman , in the 
first round. 

Sero! must have left his kill shot back at 
the hotel in the first game as he played 
almost all defense and the result was 
Koltun picking his shots well, executing 
superbly and taking game one 21-7. 

In the second Koltun took another early 
lead (5-1) and increased it to 10-3 and 
14-6 before Serot began playing the 
excellent racquetball of which he is so 
capable. 

A kill and two passes were three quick 
points and narrowed the lead to 14-9. A 
pass left moments later made it 14-10, 
and each player scored once to hold 
the lead at 15-11 . 
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Serving at 11-15 with a good chance to 
get back into the match Serot was 
called for an avoidable hinder 
(stepping in front of a back wall set up) 
for a side out. 

The call (although it was a good one) 
must have bothered him for Koltun 
scored four times with his next service 
on a pass left , forehand kill cross court , 
forehand kill into the left corner and a 
forehand re-kill straight in to take a 
19-11 lead . 

Serot was able to mount some 
pressure as he moved to a garbage 
serve to try and get the first ottensive 
opportunity , but Koltun held him ott and 
on his third try scored the 21st point on 
a forehand pass cross court right 
21 -17 . 

The way Hilecher began the next 
quarter-final match you 'd never figure 
on him losing it to Yellen . Gearing up 
his big serve and shooting especially 
well, the lithe St. Louisan built an 11-1 
lead and had command of the entire 
first game . 

In fact Hilecher 's only problem was 
scoring the 21st point , being unable to 
connect at 20 -10 and 20 -13, and finally 
hitting a forehand right corner kill to win 
21 -14. 

The second game was one of the better 
games of the round as Yellen managed 
an early 9-3 lead which woke up the 
crowd, only to have Hilecher respond 
by tying things at 9-all. The next tie 
came at 12, and then another one at 15 
as Hilecher, a four year veteran , knew 
what had to be done. 

But it was Yellen who broke the tie on a 
backhand kill into the left corner, and 
two straight Hilecher skips, both 
forehands and both off the back wall , 
made it 18-15 . After a time out , Jerry 
managed to regain serve and close to 
within 17-18, but that was the best he 
could do. 

Yellen tallied 20 on a forehand kill on an 
off the back wall set up and 21 was 
next, a cross court pass that cracked 
out of the left wall. Second game to 
Yellen 21-17. 

If they hadn't taken Mike Yellen 
seriously yet, they did so in the 
tie-breaker as he took a 3-0 lead and 
built it all the way to 9-2 before Hilecher 
made a belated comeback attempt, 
which fell short . 
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Hilec her 's backhan d acrobat ics were not enough ,n his quarter-f,nal match with Yellen 

Jon es mak es a beautiful diving retrieve in cen ter court in fron t of Brumfield , 
who cap tured this quart er. 



Yellen's first match po int was at 10-3 
(Hilecher killed a forehand for side out ) 
and the next one was at 10-5, where 
after a hinder Mike connect ed on a V 
pass left wh ich Hi leche r got his racquet 
on after a dive , but couldn 't get it back 
to the front wall. 

It was a disappoint ing loss for Hi lecher , 
one of the few pros to ever win a tour 
stop over the past few Hogan / 
Brumfield domin ated years. Jerry had 
looked good in elim inating Bolan in the 
first round (6 and 17) and Keeley in the 
second round (21 -1, 21 -17) . But this 
appeared to be Yellen 's tournament. 

That Mike was playing super could be 
deduced from his routine win over 
McCoy in the 16's 21-9 , 2 1-14 . McCoy , 
seeded fourth and one of the 
non-Hogan pre-tournament favorites, 
was never in the match as he 
sleepwalked all the way to the 
showers . 

The third quarter -final match pitted 
Brumfield against Jay Jones , who 
everybody always counts out , and who 
always se ems to show up around the 
quarters . 

This entire bracket wa s unusual , as it 
was almost a Jones ver sus Don 
Thomas quarter, for Thomas gave 
Brumfield all he cared to have in their 

dramati c round of 16 battle , complete 
with ball bruises , pushing , shoving , and 
toe-to-toe arguments ala Leo Durocher 
and the umpire . 

When coo ler heads preva iled 
Brumfield escaped with a 21-8, 17-21 , 
11-6 w in. 

Thomas had earned his right to meet 
Brumfie ld w ith a thr illing 21-19 , 14-21 , 
11-1 0 win over Steve Strandemo in the 
first round , putting an end to Strandy 's 
dreams of a comeback from injury and 
illness this sea son . 

Jones, meanwhile, had every reason to 
expect he 'd be playing defending 
champ Davey Bledsoe in the 16's, but 
in the shocker of the tournamen t, 
Bledsoe was upset in the first round by 
Larry Meyers , 1977 National Juniors 
Champ 3-21 , 21-19, 11-0! Meyers 
couldn 't dup licate the fea t against the 
veteran Jones who bested the 
youngster 2 1-4, 2 1-19 to rate a crack at 
Brumfield . 

Thus Jones and Brumfield went at it, 
and the way the match started you 
could have figur ed Jon es to be a 
semi -fina list. Playing as well as he ever 
has Jay bounced to a 10-3 first :;iame 
lead and held ii all the way to 17-10 
befor e Brumfi eld began his late game 
rush to 21 . Only three of Jon es · first 17 

Wagner ,s all det erminat ion as h e goes for a 
winner in his quarter-final loss to Hogan . 

points came on Brumfield errors as Jay 
continuously connected on offensive 
winners. 

But then he got stuck on 19. Three 
times each man served at 19-13 before 
Brumfield finally scored once to make it 
14-19 , and after one more point made it 
15-19 . They each served three more 
times at this score before Brumfield 
aga in broke loose, scoring twice. 

When Jay couldn 't score again , Charlie 
came in at 18-19 and never left the 
serv ice zone adding 19 on a kill into the 
right corner, 20 on a back wall error and 
21 on a backhand skip of a drive serve 
for the 21-19 win. 

Game two began similarly as Jones 
grabbed the early advantage 9-4, but 
Brumfield rallied to tie at 9-all. When 
Charlie moved out to a 13-10 lead , he 
never looked back , increasing it to 
15-1 O and holding to 18-1 3. A pass and 
two kills later Brumfield was in the 
se·mis 21-13. 

The final quarter -final battle was 
between Hogan and Richard Wagner , 
the number five seed . Wagner had 
reac:hed the quarters on the strength of 
a 21-10, 21-17 victory over Ma rk 
Morr ow (avenging an earlier tour loss) 
and a n easy win over surprise qualifier 
Bruc,e Christiansen in the first round . 

Hoga n's early wins came at the 
expense of qualifier Joe Wirkus in the 
first round 21-14, 21-17 and Jerry 
Zuckerman in the 16's 1 0 and 15. 

The dnterm ined Wagne r was hoping to 
erase 1the memories of Hogan big wins 
aga inst him earlie r in the season , 
includin :g a televised blow out. He did 
far better this time, though falling short 
21 -18, 21 -13. 

Hogan f;•eemed to lack the intensity that 
marked his later wins and that coupled 
with Wa.gner 's determination made the 
first garn e a good one . 

It was c:lose throughout and actually 
Wagne1· let the game get away from 
him, or 1;ather allowed Hogan to tak e it 
from hirn. Rich held his own with ties at 
6-all an,j an 8-all before he grabbed the 
mid -garne lead with a four po int inning 
taking a 14-9 lead . 
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A Look At The 16 's 

----- -

--- -
Wagner se ts up for a cross court kill attempt 

with h is backhand while Morrow strains to recover . 
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Jones shoots for the kill off the back wail while 
Meyers leaps high to avoid being hit . 

Zuck erman ma nages a d,ving g et agains t 
Hogan in front of the full gallery 

Thomas drills a forehand cross coun as 
Brumfie ld atrempt s to reco ver from p oor po s1t,on 

Rish exalts in his second game victory over 
Koltun . Unfortunately Charlie couldn 't add 
the tie -breaker . 



Serot dnve s a backhan d as Camp bell 
Ines to change d,rect ion . 

Photos of the round of 16 
by Mike Ze ilman 

Keeley goes for bottom bo ard and around 
Hilecher, who is in p erfec t retrieving position . 

Yellen follows through with a backhand as 
McCoy gets ready to cover the pa ss 
down the left wall . 

Hogan was up to the task and began 
pouring it on at this point, scori ng twice 
to close to 12-15 and then four more in 
the next inning to force a 16-all 
deadlock . 

Next time in Hogan did more damage 
with four more points to completely turn 
the game arou nd. At 16-16 Marty hit a 
forehand kill , an ace on a drive right , 
another forehand kill and a pass left to 
take a 20-16 lead . 

Wagner was able to hold three times at 
game point but could only add two 
more of his own and finally Hogan took 
the game 21-18 on backhand pinch kill 
left to right. 

Game two was all Hogan as Marty 
rolled up big leads of 8-1 and 14-3 and 
coasted home with a 21-13 win . The 
primary difference in Wagner's game 
was his inab ility to get his first serves in 
play , which he did do in the first game . 
Hogan's concentration was far 
superior in ga me two as wel l. 

The best round of 16 matches, as 
noted , were Brumf ield's win over 
Thomas , who eventually took third in 
his quest for the amateur national title 
and Koltun 's victory over Rish , whose 
se rve is "'as tough as anybody·s , ·· 
accord ing to Koltun . Scores of that 
match were 21-12, 16-21 , 11-4. 

Rish had a sa tisfying first round win 
over David Fleetwood in what could be 
termed a mi ld upset2 1-17 , 7-21 , 11-7 . 
Campbell knocked of f seeded Steve 
Chase 14-21 , 21-19 , 11-8 and Keeley 's 
21-20 , 21-18 win over Mike Zeilman 
was another well played match . 

Men Pro Results 
(Q ualifie rs) . W11J...us Ctmst,an en Bo\',m .. .in C ampbell 
Bcrbcrc1 Bolan. Mc} crs ~.lcOowcll 

(Fi rSI Round) : Hogund Wu~ us2 l •J 2 1• 17. Zuckormand Dern 
2 1· 13 2 1- 16. Mo11owd Slcph cns 21·8 16·21 . 11- t. Wognc , d 
Chrishanscn 2 1-5 . 2 1 ·2. Kollund 8o\ 1tman 2 1- 17 21 - 13 . A,sh d 
FICCl\\ ood 21•17 7•21 . 11•7. Campbell d cI ,as e lJ -21 2 1 19 
11-8 . Sc ,01 d Peck 2 1- 11 21 - 13 McCoy d SIotforo 2 I - I J 
21 ·9. Yellen d . Bc1bc 1c1 2 1·9 . 21- 1. Keeley d Ze,Imon 2 1·20 . 
21 • I 8 : H I.-che, d Bolan 2 1 ·6 . 21 -1 7. Mc ye, s d Bled SO<' 3·2 I 
2 1- I 9. 11·0 . Jonc s d Owen21 ·6 . 2 1· I5 . Th0ma s d Sua ndcmo 
2 1· 19. 1'1-2 1. 11- 10. 81umloc ld d McO0\\ CII 2 1· 12 . 2 1-5 

(Second Round) : Hognn d ZuckcrmJn2 1-10 2 1-15 . w., gnct d 
~1011ow 2 1- 10. 2 I - 17. Ko llund R,s1,2 1-12 16·2 1 ll •J Se101c1 
Campbc l12 1 15 2 1· I ,1. Yc llcnd McCo y 2 1·9 2 1- lJ H1IN: he1ct 
Kt:'l'l<'y 2 1-1 21 - 17 , Joncs d P..'1~ycrs 2 1-.i 2 1-19 Brur11held d 
Thomas 2 1-8 11-2 1 11-6 

(Ouortcr-finols) : t-tognn d WngnC', 2 1 18 2 1 13, Koltun d S£'10 1 
2 1 7. 2 1- 17. Ycll nd Hlcc hc, 1-1·2 1 2 1- 17 11 5 , B,umtcaldd 
Jones 2 1-19 21 - 13 

(Sc ml -fin ols) : Hoq,m d Kolrun 21 -9 2 1·6 . B1umf1okl d Y~II~,, 
21- 16. 17-2 1 11 10 

(Flnnl s ) . HO<Jan u 81um1oc ld 2 1- 12 21 -20 



Sha 
Shannon Wright did to the women 's 
professional bracket at the Nat ional 
Championsh ips what Marty Hogan 
was unable to do in the men 's division 
- she destroyed it. 

Sure Hogan won his title , but not nearly 
as convincingly and strongly as Wr ight 
won hers . Leaving her scowls and 
verbage on the sidelines Shannon 
Wright was all business each time she 
took the court and the results were that 
no single opponent was able to score 
21 poin ts in both games combined 
against her during the entire 
tournament. 

There can be no doubt any longer -
Shannon Wright has proved that she is 
as good in the Women 's division as 
Hogan is or ever was in the Men 's . 

It's difficult to say much about the 
championship match , which Wright 
won over Jennifer Harding 21-3, 21-8 . 
Harding , who had played superbly all 
week en route to the finals , just neve r 
got into the match . It appeared that her 
fear of being blown out helped cause 
her to be blown out. Jennifer seemed 
nervous and tight throughout both 
games. 

Before the crowd even had a chance to 
settle into their seats, Shannon had 
mounted a furious offensive assault 
that bu ilt to a 13-1 advantage . Her 
serves were deadly , her shoot ing 
precise and Harding was unable to 
cope with the onslaught. 

Just in case there was any doubt 
Wright serving at 13-2 added seven 
points in one inning including three 
aces to take an incredible 20-1 lead . 
Moments later the first game was 
mercifully over and in 24 minutes 
Shannon had captured game one 21-3. 

The first half of game two showed 
some good racquetball action as 
Harding was able to relax a bit and hit 
some of her shots. But Wright pounded 
away at the backhand side and 
continued to serve extremely well, 
resulting in a 10-5 lead . Jenny came 
back to 8-11 but that was the last point 
she ever saw . 
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Two key errors by Hard ing at 11-8 
(both backhand skips ) jumped the lead 
to 13-8, and afte r a scoreless frame 
Wright stretched the advantage . She 
notched 14 on a foreh and pass right , 
and two near aces on Z serves to the 
right , found Hard ing 's left handed 
backhand unable to put enough power 
on the return and both fell sho rt of the 
front wall add ing to the advantage 
16-8 . 

Jenny 's time out at 17-8 did noth ing but 
waste 30 seconds as Shannon 
continued to add points . A forehand 
cross court kill was 18, a backhand kill 
into the right corner was 19 and an ace 
on another Z serve to the right made 
20 . 

One side out later came the merciful 
end , a forehand pass down the line 
right with Harding hav ing no chance to 
retrieve. The record w in to Shannon 
Wright , her second straight and well 
deserved championship. 

The only game in which Wright was 
forced to work came in her 
sem i-final battle with Janell Marriott , 
who by flip of the coin was placed in the 
top bracket much to the anguish of both 
player . 

It was a beaut iful game, that initial 
encounter, and it proved to be the only 
game in which Shannon came close to 
defeat. After some early jockeying 
Wright took an 12-9 lead , her biggest of 
the game until the final score . 

At 12-10 seven st raight serves occurred 
before a po int was scored and it was 
Marriott who notched it when Wright's 
attempt to kill a serve return skipped in. 
A forehand pass down the line right tied 
the score at 12, and after a hinder 
Marriott took the lead 13-12 on another 
error by Wright , a forehand sk ip into the 
right corner. 

Shannon came right back , however , 
and knotted the scoreboard once again 
with a forehand fly kill from center 
court . Ties ensued from there at 13, 14 
and 17 until Wright captured the one 
point edge 18-17 with a forehand cross 
court kill. 

She put up a cush ion with her i 9th 
po int, a foreh and pass right , befo re 
Ma rriott return ed the favor and 
tightened the game 18-19 on a soft 
dump kill with her backhand from an off 
the back wa ll set up . A backhand kill 
gav e Wr ight the serve again and this 
time she went to work fast. 

A forehand re-kill straight in along the 
right wall was point 20 and a 
disappo inting final rally cam e when 
Marr iott sk ipped in the serve return off 
a tough Z ser ve to the left for a 21-18 
final. 

In what must be a record performance 
for a Nat ional Champ ionsh ips 
sem i-final match Shannon tra iled 2-1 in 
the second game with Janell and 
proceeded to run 20 consecutive 
points over the next nine innings to 
capture the match 21 -2 ! 

The first big inning was the fourth when 
Shannon entered the service zone 
behind 2-1 . A backhand back wall kill 
into the left corn er tied the game at two . 
A forehand pass down the line right 
was three , a forehand error by Marriott 
made four , five came on a backhand 
pinch kill , six on a backhand kill cross 
court from an off the back wall set up, 
seven was a V pass left again off an off 
the back wall set up as Marriott was 
having trouble reaching the ceiling on 
serve returns , next was eight on a 
forehand kill into the right corner , and 
Marriott's only response was a time 
out , after which she rega ined the serve . 

Shannon tallied one , zero and one over 
the next three innings wh ile holding 
Marriott scoreless and gradually built 
the lead to 12-2 whereupon she added 
three more on two backhand kills and a 
Marriott error to ice it i 5-2 . 

Things went from bad to worse when at 
17-2 Marriott was called for an 
avoidable hinder making it 18-2, with 
the only consolation coming a few 
plays later when , serv ing at 20-2 for the 
first time, Wright committed an 
avoidable hinder for side out. 





Mamott recovers from a retneve that brought her to the floor as Wright readies for her 
n ex t shot in thei r semi -final ma tch . 
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Ja nell was unable to score as Shanno n 
passed with her backhand down the 
line on serve return , and took ove r the 
service zone again . 

Th is time she got the final point , aga in 
on an erro r by Marr iott , a ceil ing erro r 
off a drive serve left for the 21-2 final. 

The other semi-f inal match found 
Harding agains t surpris ing Kar in 
Walton , who , like Mike Yellen in the 
Men 's division , unexpectedly came 
throu gh with an upse t w in in the 
quar te rs 21 -8, 17-21, 11-4 over former 
champ Peggy Steding . 

Wa lton and Harding had an interest ing 
and exciting battle wit h both games 
being closely con tested and late rallies 
in each game prov ing the d ifference on 
Harding 's behalf . 

Aft er Walton took a fas t 5-1 opening 
lead in game one, Ha rding rallied to tie 
at five and extend her run to a 7-5 lead . 
Walton reg rouped and knotted the 
score at seve n-all sett ing the pace . 

Other ties occurred at nine, 14, 15 and 
16 befo re Harding was ab le to break 
loose and hold a fina l lead , although it 
wasn 't easy . 

Each player served tw ice at 16-a ll 
before Hard ing burst through with a 
four point inning to take command . Her 
17th point came on a forehand pinch 
ki ll off the bac k wall, 18 was ano ther 
forehand back wall kill , 19 a gift on a 
W alton forehand error , and 20 a 
backha nd pass down the right line . 
W alto n responded with her final time 
out of the game. 

Wh en play resumed, Harding 
accommodated with a backhand skip 
on a cross court kill attempt and Walton 
had ano ther chance to snatch victory 
from the jaws of defeat. 

A forehand kill straight in from center 
court was point 17 and an ace on a Z 
serve to the right (backhand) was 18, 
whereupon an avoidab le hinder that 
mo st fans disag reed with - judg ing by 
the crowd reac tion - cost Walton the 
next rally and resulted in a side out. 



The expected then occurred. With 
Karin obviously shook she hit a back 
wa ll forehand kill attempt into the dirt 
for Harding 's 21s t po int and the 21-18 
win. 

The second game was more of the 
same with ties at 5, 6, 7, 1 0, 14 and 18 
before the outcome was finally 
decided . The b1gest lead of the game 
after an early 5-2 Walton advantage 
was Harding 's 14-10 lead which 
quick ly diss ipated . 

Four Walton po ints in one inning ended 
that situation with three kills and a 
Harding forehand fly error tying the 
score at 14. When Jenn ifer came back 
w ith two of her own to regain a 16-14 
lead (two forehand passes) , Walton 
called a time out to slow down the pace . 

Harding managed one more point after 
the time out on a forehand pinch kill , 
her best shot , left wall-front wall. 

At 15-18 Walton made a final move to 
overtake Harding and save the match . 
A backhand V pass to the right made it 
16-18 and an ace drive serve to the 
right made it 17-18 . Harding took the 
next rally but couldn 't score, and 
Walton hit a foreh and kill into the right 
corner to tie it at 18, forc ing a Harding 
time out. 

But it was Wa lton who made the cruc ial 
error down the stretch, mis-hitt ing a 
rout ine ceil ing ball return , wh ich came 
high off the back wall, allowing Harding 
to kill easily in the left corner and rega in 
the serve . 

Jennifer , who 's been there before , 
knew what to do with the situation . She 
took the safe offens ive shot - a 
forehand pass cross court for a winner 
and a 19-18 lead . That was followed by 
an overhead pass down the line right , 
wh ich barely eluded Karin and made it 
20-18. 

Match point was next and Harding took 
home the winner , a forehand pass 
cross court to the right , another perfect 

Walton shoo ts from deep court as Harding anticipa tes the return placement and victory . 
in their well-played semi- final battle 
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The quarter-finals held some 
outstanding matches highlighted by 
Walton 's upset win over Steding and 
Marriott's three game win over Martha 
McDonald in a re-match of the King of 
Prussia tour stop finals. 

The Marriott -McDonald match was first 
up. Marriott had looked extremely 
sharp in besting qualif ier Laura Martino 
in the first round . Martino, runner-up in 
the 1977 National Juniors 
Championships , had knocked off 
veteran Camille McCarthy in the 
qualifying rounds to earn a shot in the 
top 16. 

But Marriott 's experience was evident 
in that match, as it was in the quarters 
against McDonald . Martha had just 
barely reached the last eight, having to 
go to the proverbial wire before beating 
back a tremendous effort by Sue 
Carow 11-21, 21-17, 11-10 in the first 
round . 

It became a match of Marriott 's 
patience versus McDonald 's 
quickness , as the two played for the 
right to meet Shannon Wright in the 
next round . It was Janell who hit the key 
shots late in the first game to take a 
21-17 win . 

McDonald fought back and managed 
to w in game two 21-15, sett ing up a 
tie-breaking finish to begin the 
women's quarters . 

The thrills were gone early in the 
tie -breaker, however, as Marriott came 
out of the chute smoking and the result 
was a non-exciting , although well 
played, 11-3 victory. 

Harding and Kathy Williams were up 
next, as Williams for the zillionth time 
during the season attempted to get 
past the quarter-finals. Kathy was in 
the round due to an impressive 21 -4, 
21-11 win over Jan Pasternak, who 
was playing only a shadow of her 
former game. 

Harding, quite the opposite , had her 
hands full en route to the quarters, 
having a difficult match with pesty 
Marci Greer, who had to come through 
the qualification rounds, and did so 
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strongly . Jennifer was able to repel 
Marci ·s determined bid for an upset , 
but not unt il she was forced to work 
very hard 21 -18, 21-19 . 

Jenny didn 't have to work very hard in 
her first game aga inst Williams , tak ing 
the win 21-2 . Kathy must have left her 
control and concentration in the locker 
room , because neither wa s evident on 
the court . 

Game two was much more respectab le 
with Will iams loosening up and hitting 
many of her shots , but not near ly 
enough . Harding 's excellent quickness 
and court coverage, along with her 
potent forehand kills, were the keys in a 
21-15 second game and match win . 

How did Karin Walton beat Peggy 
Steding? The big question must still be 
boggling the mind of the 42-year-old 
former champ as her loss to Walton 
marked the earliest defeat in the 
National Championships in Peggy 's 
brilliant five year career . 

Denying over and over that her legs are 
slowing or that age is in any way 
adversely affect ing her game , Steding 
blamed her own lack of concentration 
and Walton 's good play for her defe at. 

"/ got beat by the better player today ," 
she said . 

That was a true statement. Walton was 
near -perfect in game one , driving the 
ball to both sides of the court, serving 
well and taking early offensive 
opportunities to the bank to score a 
one-sided 21-8 victory . 

Perhaps the 42 -year -old legs loosened 
up a bit in the second game, or maybe 
Steding realized that she 'd better 
concentrate or she'd be gone. 
Whatever occurred either physically or 
mentally, it worked for Peggy, as she 
came back to take the second game 
21-17 . 

After early give and take Peg jumped to 
a 14-8 lead and held a 20 -16 
advantage before scoring the final 
point on a backhand dump kill into the 
right corner . 

The tie-br eaker that everybody hoped 
would be one of those c lassics was an 
in-and-outer . 

After two innings Walton led 2-1 and 
w ith the serv e proceeded to sco re 
seven straight points to make the 
tie-breaker an impossib le task for 
Steding . 

The inn ing went like this : 3-1 on a 
back hand kill straight in along the left 
wall ; 4-1 on a foreh and kil l cross court 
to the left ; 5- 1 on a forehand pass cross 
court to the right off the back wall ; 6-1 
on a foreh and back wall sk ip by 
Steding ; tim e out Sted ing (her first); 7-1 
on a backh and kill cross court ; 8-1 on a 
forehand ski p by Steding on a center 
court set up : 9-1 on a gross error - a 
forehand ceiling bal l wh ich fell short -
and another Sted ing time out. he r last. 
The inning fina lly ended when Walton 
sk ipped in a forehand pinc h kill 
attempt. 

Gallantly Steding tr ied to regroup , 
scoring three point s in her next turn up, 
two of them on Wa lton skips, the other 
on her own pass left , making it 4-9 , but 
Kar in wa s up to the task and she 
cracked out a V pass left to regai n the 
serve . 

Steding never saw the light of the 
service zone again . A near ace on a 
drive left got a skip ball return from 
Steding 's backhand and made it 10-4. 
The final rally wa s next and it ended 
with a backhand kill strai ght in from 
center court to put Karin Wa lton into the 
semi-finals 11-4 . 

Th e sem i-finals! For somebody who 
had barely got out of the first round 
Karin mu st have been thank ing her 
lucky stars . She lost the first game of 
her first match against Jean Sauser 
21-18, and had to come back to win the 
match 21 -16, 11-6 just to reach the 
quarters . 

Steding had looked much more 
impressive in her initial encounter , 
topping qualifier Jean Oeschger 21-7, 
21-5 . Oeschger had defeated eventual 
women 's amateur National Champ 
Alicia Moore in order to qualify . 



That left the Rita Hott -Shannon Wright 
match as the last quarter -final match 
and Shannon went right to work . She 
was coming off a routine victory over 
first-time qua lifier Sus ie Dugan 21-7 , 
21-10 and seemed to be coasting . 

Hoff had her own impressive first round 
showing , stoppi ng the unpredictable 
Sarah Green in the first round by the 
huge scores of 21 -4, 21-7 . Green, who 
started the sea son as a consistent 
semi-f inalist. finishe d the seas on with a 
series of mise rab le showings for 
unexplainab le reasons . 

So Wright and Hoff went at it agai n, and 
Shannon's guns were too powe rful for 
Rita, desp ite Rita 's determination and 
desire . The deep court shooting and 
driving contro l were too much for Hoff 
and the result wa s a 21-10 , 21-4 win . 

The Women 's Pro divis ion is becoming 
exceed ingly difficul t, with the qua lifying 
rounds proving to be almost as 
interesting as the main draw . Dugan , 
for examp le, had go to go an 11-8 
tie-breaker win to stop Jamie Abbot in 
the first round of qualifications , and 
then was forced to defe at the top 
seeded non -qua lifier, Pat Schm idt, to 
earn a berth in the top 16. Martino 's win 
over McCarthy wa s another superb 
match 18-21, 21-17, 11-8. 

Wom en Pro Res ult s 
(Oua lil ier s) : Dugan . Mart ino Greer . Oescnger 

(First Round) · Wrrghl d Dugan 21-7, 21- tO , Holl d Green 2t -4, 
21-7; Mc0 onald d Carow 11-21 . 21-17, 11- 10. Marr>Olld Man,no 
21-9, 21-10. Harding d Greer 2 1- 18 21 · 19, Wrlhams d 
Pas1ernak 21-4 21- 11; Wal1on d Sauser 18-21. 21-16 . 1 1-6; 
S1edrng d Oeschger 21-7 , 2 1-s 

(Quarter-fi nal s) : Wright d Holl 21- 10. 21-4 Mamou d 
McDonala 21-17 15·21, 11-3, Hardrng d Wrlhams 21 2. 21-15; 
Wal1on d Sledong 21 -8. 17-21 11-4 

(Semi -finals) : Wrrgh l d Marriou 21- 18, 21-2, Harding d Wall on 
2 1-18. 21- 18 

(Finals) : Wright d . Harding 2 1-3, 21-8 

1978 National Amateur Champ ion. Jeff Bowm an, serves his left driv e serve ... 
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... while opponent Bobby Bolan prepare ~ to return the serve. That's Neil Aspre a, Bolan 's sp onsor, 
Just off Bobb y's left shoulder, tensely takin g in the act ion. 

82 SEPTEMBER 

Nell Asprea , the manager /mentor of 
both Bobby Bolan and Donn y Thomas 
cou ld hard ly contain hims elf. The 
pressu re of the National 
Championsh ips, wh ich we ighs 
esp ecial ly heavy on the shoulders of 
those players anxio us to use their wins 
as a springboard into the pro ranks , 
was find ing its way to him too . 

The always cheerf ul Ar izo nan qu ickly 
excused himself dur ing a crucial 
passage in a Thomas match and paced 
the walkway outs ide Spo rts 
lllustrat ed 's Lemon tree club like an 
expectant fath er waiting for the sound 
of the slap . 

And the pair of cigars stuck in his top 
jacket pocke t, guarding his hope s for 
victory like a pair of stiff , upright 
sentrie s, showed just how confident he 
was . 

And when Bolan took the court for his 
final clash of the competition against 
veteran Jefi Bowman , a campaigner 
already seas oned by a year long tour of 
duty in the pro ranks, Ne il needed to 
re lieve the tension he wa s feeling . 

Thats why spectators lucky enough to 
get a ringsi de seat round the open 
g lass walls for the game were trea ted 
to the sight of Neil endlessly squeezing 
Seamco balls between his finge rs to 
ease the pain he felt in his gut. 

You could read the atmosp here like a 
travel poster - "National 
Championsh ips, gateway to 
professional stardom -" and although 
it's a cliche , it's true . 

It was a hard road , with enough 
tie-breakers fought down to the last few 
points to provoke one of Sports 
lllustr ated 's stock broker visitors to 
remark ··1 thought competition in our 
business was tough. But boy , this is 
thrillin g . . . " 

It's the way Ben Koltun cam e, fo llowed 
by Jerry Zuckerman (a year later) and 
it's a place where the play is often so 



good that the only way to dist inguish 
between them and the pros is the co lor 
of the ball . 

There were some upsets , too , primar ily 
with the players who were going after 
more than one goal. Bolan , the slight, 
toothy kid from Tempe , nailed last 
year's runnerup , Stan Wright , in the 
round of 16's w ith all the authority of 
21-20 , 21-7 . 

Blond Larry Meyers , last year's 
National Junior champ who put an 
early end to Davey Bledsoe 's 
aspirations for a second term of office 
in the profess ional ranks , went down 
fighting to Rick Dern 10-2 1, 21-17, 11-9 
and numb er one seed David Peck of El 
Paso , found he cou ldn't fight the 
pressure as well as an illness and he 
was blown away early in the 
preliminar ies . 

Bowman didn 't have it easy . Bolan 's 
stablemate Thom as gave him a hard 
time in the semi 's, forcing the San 
Diegan hard in the first game and 
conceding by only one point at 21-20 . 
Thomas came back in the second 
game, giving too much of his energy 
reserve in a 14-21 win to have enough 
left for the crucial tie-breaker which 
Bowman cla imed 11-6. 

Bowman 's easiest victory was 
ironically agai nst fellow San Diegan Bill 
Stevens in the qu arters . After a close 
first game , which ended 21-19 fo r 
Bowman, Bill slid to a 21-12 rout the 
second time around. 

All this came after the royal scrap of 
them all , against Canadi an Lindsay 
Myers in the round of 16. The 
over-the-border player , seeded 
second in the tournament , pulled out a 
first game win , aga in by the one 
magical point. But after the five minute 
break it was Bowman 's turn to counter 
in a long running tussle which after 
some bitterly fought for points came out 
in his favor by the reverse of the first 
game, 21-20, and if you don 't call that 
equality ... wh at is? 

At this stage of the game winning is the 
thing which counts and the world of 
stylish racquetball gear is far away , left 
to be sported by the pros who get paid 
for wearing their latest lines of 
racq uetball fashion. 

But there is something about Bowman . 
wearing a crump led swe atshi rt, 
purposef ully knotting a makes hift 
headban d of old ragge d towe lling 
around his hair for the final tie-breake r 
agains t Myers . 

It went 11-5 , and with it Lindsay 's 
hopes of a big show and a victory for 
the folks back home . 

Now Bolan always look s like he could 
use a good meal , but wh en he starts 
play ing it's clear that the fragility of his 
build doesn't exte nd to his mind . He's 
tough and he hangs in there , right 
through some imposs ible situat ions 
often thanks to some gets whic h make 
spectators blink and look twice . 

He got to the final s via Gary Berberet of 
Buena Park, CA , who went down 21-9, 
13-21 , 11-8 in the semi 's, Jeff Kwartler , 
the Texan who avenged his 
quarte r-final defea t of 11-21, 21-10 , 
11-5 by being on the winning doubles 
team and Wr ight in the 16's . 

Sooo . Bowman opened up the firs t 
game, qu ickly pull ing out the first four 
points . W ith the first front wall duel of 
the match Bolan got in the kill which 
counted and he stepped into the 
service box . A Bowm an mis-hit gave 
him one, a skip gave him two and he 
soft pinched an off the back wall ball for 
three, which was all Jeff wa s conceding 
th is time arou nd . Back in cha rge Jeff 
caught a str ing wh ich took him to 11-3 
before the no-no of a three-wall second 
serve tempor arily forced him to 
abdic ate. He was back next rally and 
after a couple more service swaps he 
managed to up the score to 15-3. 
Bobby got it back , but he was 
power less to put on any more badly 
needed points before Bowman added 
three to make 18. Bolan tacked on one , 
and with Bowman back in the box , he 
tried a deep dying pass into the right 
corner , which Bowman somehow 
managed to dig out and put away with a 
stunning backhand. 

And to celebrate that one he aced 
Bolan for 20-4. Bobby found one more 
point in the next few exchanges, but so 
did Bowman and that one was all he 
neede d. 

Bowman came out in the second game 
with a distinct advantage and Bolan, 
who was serving, knew it. Bobby 
scored one point before changing 
places, but he knew that the big 
problem was go ing to be the balls he 
was leaving up for Bowman's soft 
pinches into either corner. He tried to 
keep the ball down low , so low in fact 
that he gave Bowman his first point 
when he skipped wh at could have been 
a perfec t kill. Bowman pulled out two 
more before Bolan got back into the 
scor ing box. An ace equalized the 
score at 3-3 and a couple of good 
passes took him to a 6-3 superiority 
over Bowman . 

An overhead kill into the right corner 
made it 7-3 and some tight play. 
including another ace, took Bolan to 
16-3 before Bowman produced 
ano ther wide pinch which changed title 
to the serve . But that didn 't last long 
and Bolan soon had the score at 17-3 . 
Bow man came back with one . lost two 
more and got the serve back at 4-19. 

Finally he sta rted to pull himself 
together, hanging on to the 
concentration he had been sadly 
missing through the game. He carried 
the next three points , lost it at 7-19 , got 
it back , then proceeded to hit himself 
on the serve . Two more rallies down 
the road he pulled the score out to 9-19 , 
surv ived a Bolan time out and carried 
on to 12-19 . 

But that was just as far as he was going 
to get. Bolan scrapped his way through 
three more exchanges of serve before 
seal ing the game with a great kill from a 
tr icky passing ball . 

The tie-breaker was nip and tuck to 4-4. 
Then Bolan rallied for four more before 
letting go . Bowman added two and w ith 
the score at 8-6 he was faced with a 
cruel court hinder when the ball 
deflected wildly off one of the badly 
fitted glass pane ls along the left wall . 
He lost that point and then it was 6-9 
and not a comfortable place to be in. 
But Jeff rallied his last remai ning forces 
and slowly , painfully pulled back to 9-9 
as the tenor of the game changed . 

Bolan tacked on one more before 
giving up the serve aga in . If there was 
any time for him not to make a mistake 
it was right now, but he did. He gave up 
control. then skipped an anxiously 
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played kill shot attempt to allow the 
score to even at 10-10 . Bowman too k 
his last time out and marshalled every 
last remaining fibre of energy . It was all 
he needed . One more serve , one mo re 
point. 

Bolan 's bigg est problem was his serve . 
" / didn "t get my serve wor king at all in 
the first game . It was only in the 
second that I finally started gett ing it 
over . 

"And the waym y gamei sse t up , /c an 't 
do anything without it . The b all wa s 
really lively so I stayed off the ceil ing 
because I didn't want to gi ve him any 
se tups. In fact my best p oints cam e 
from some so ft ga rbag e serves I g ave 
him . They forced him to come off the 
back wall . Bu t I should have had it. 
Ten -nine I was leading ... and I let it 
slip away . Now rm goin g to have to 
train all summe r long . " 

A record 221 entrants comp eted in the 
Amateur Open Singles divi sion, the 
largest Singl e division in the history of 
national tournament competition . The 
victory for Bowman was one of both 
phys ical and emot ional exce llence. 

Amateur Men's Singles Results 
(Fi rs t Round -Up per Br acke t) : Byes -Peck . Huber Alderson 
Berbere l . J. Dun lap. Dern , Bush . We1gh1man. Meyers. A Elhs 
Frye d . Mo11ar1y. for fe11; Beil.Sch d. Golueke 21 -9. 13-21 , 11-10. 
Fondren d Posto,an , forfe,i: W itt d . Lockctl , forfeit; S lange r d. 
Ray 2 1- 19. 2 1-2 . Red ic d Pagnucco 2 1-7 . 2 1·3 . Oales d. Woo d 
2 1-7 . 2 1-2 ; Wlrkus d Carlee 2 1-1 . 21·3 : Cohen d. Boe hms 2 1·6 . 
2 1·5 : Brewerd Mariin 2 1· 16. 18-2 1. 11·9 :Kammd . W11ks. lorlo11: 
P ahczuk d. Burgin. forfc 11; Flewelhng d. Terrance 2 1·2 . 21 ·5, l. 
Van l rease d Sayes 2 1- 13. 2 1- 17.Scale s d Jac kson 2 t · 15 21 -8 
W rtcox d Parodi . 1orle11: Dix d Vanderhnd 2 1- 13 , 11-21. · 11-5 :' 
Scha tz d Campbell 2 1- 13, 2 1-5 ; Go ll lreb d . Dave Clark 2 1-6, 
2 1· 19: Gar11gus d Neighbor s 2 1-6, 2 1·5 , Doehr d . Valera 21·2 . 
2 1- 14: R,ehl d Taran 11n1 21·2. 2 1· 1 

(F ir s t Round -2nd Brac ket ) : Byes-Stephens . Marsoccr. Ken l . 
Kw a rtler. Bolan. Bcnolucc,. l uc•w. York. w ,,ght. 8 . Ellis d. LoU 
2 1- 14 , 2 1-10: Lev11s d. Rub enstein 2 1-6 . 2 1-19, Cox d . Farrell 
2 1- 13, 2 1-14 , Maza rrolf d. Alk ins 2 1-2, 2 1-2: Wh,te d Weisman 
2 1- 13. 2 1- 1 t : Morek d K,lrjanek 2 1 5. 2 1· 12. M1s1elle d. Gros s 
21-9 , 2 1- 14: Jack,nov ,ch d Young 21·2. 2 1- 11: Zucker man d 
Oep uydl 21·3 . 2 1-4 , Cha ll anl d Tale 21-20 . 12·21 . 11· 10. 
Mosh odes d . Decamp 2 1-4 . 21 ·3 : Beamer d Meredllh . forfe,1. 
Doug Clark d M,les 2 1-18. 2 1- 14 , Berra d Jacob s 2 , . 16 20-21 
11-4 , Hodges d Cloud 2 1·4. 2 1-7; Ohvor d Walsh 16-2 1. 21-19 : 
11·8 : Allan d. Murr ay 2 1- 12, 2 1-18; Hum ph rey d Logan 2 1·9 . 
2 1 ·3 : Heatheronglon d Hip sher. fo rleil : K . Dun lap d . Prange r 
2 1·2. 2 1·9 : Ch ampag ne Cl McK,bbon 2 1·20. 21·2 : Saneller d . 
Porter. forfe,t, Hosla d Chnse 2 1•4 . 21 ·3 

(Fl r s1 Round -3r d Bracke l) : Byes -D. Thomas . Cap,1anellr, 
M a low1tz. Slepp, Deus1e,. Trent Se nlcrs. Romano , Hegg. 
B rown lee . Owen . A Themas d . Cavanaug h 2 1· 19, 2 1-16; Rub,n 
d . Ge,s1 2 1 ·6, 2 1·3 : Co lbert o. Montz 2 1· 13 , 12-21. 11 •4 ; V1ncen1 
d . Floyd 2 1-20. 18-2 1, 11-4; Adkins d . H,mcl hoc h 2 1·3. 2 1-1; 
O 'Connor d. Rocco 2 1-6. 2 1-13; Peters d . McDonough. forfell . 
C h ris ti an sen d. Rzepecki 2 1- 1. 2 1-1: Groves d Chandler 2 1- 12. 
2 1-9; JanAp pel d . Th ,essan. forf ert: Hadaway Cl. Sagara 2 1-15, 
2 1-6 ; Hernandez Cl Reslock 2 1-14. 21-3 ; W11helmel. K Vantrease 
21 ·9 . 17-21 . 11•7: McK,o el Lantz 21•7. 2 1·2 : Trave rs el. Rehm 
2 1·2 . 2 1-7: Van over d . Garve y. forfe11. Klearman d. Val enc,ano 
2 1- 16 . 21 - 18; Laud . B. Thoma s 17·2 1. 2 1-3. 11-4 ; Wickham Cl. 
B lack sher 2 1-2. 2 1-2 : Ca rpenlc r d Koca b 2 1- 1, 2 1·5: Ma nde l Cl. 
Or f 2 1- 1. 2 1·6 . 
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(Fi rst Round-Lowe r Bracl<el) : Byes-McDowell lu Jan Kelly. 
SIevcns Bowman Hemph ill. Fox Luh. Myer s Silva d Kersh 
20-21 . 21·<. 11•7 G Davrdsond Sca ndor11021·5 21·3, Hawk,ns 
o Pa11erson 21-1 1. 21 ·2. F11ck d Glosser 2 1· 19. 15-21 11-2 . 
Thompson d Tokarz 2 1- 19. 2 1-13, Ka ,hlanen d Stekc lee 21- 1 
21·2: Lun1ao d Am,ck 2 1- 14. 2 1 ·9. Llewellyn d . W. Miller 21 -4, 
21 · 15. Sulh d Constan lino 2 1· 10. 21 -6 , Mer11II d. Vinciguerra 
21 7 19·21 11•4 . McL aug hlrnel Khn1wor1h21- 14 21 ·2 . Delaney 
o Hahn 2 1- 18. 21 14, J Dav1Clson d. Oberleas 2 1-0 . 21 -2 . 
Agu gha d Chlapcc ka2 1 1 2 1-0 . Mallhew s el Gobbo21 -4 21 7 , 
Adam d M M1llcr2 1 ·6 . 21-10 . McNa1rd Nutting. forle,1, Ramir ez 
d. Easterling. Letourneau d. Ardelean 2 1-4 18-21 . 11-7 . Hay s d. 
Drake , forle1I, Aemcn d Eme rson, Kincc d. Jones 21 · 7 10 -2 1 
11 • 1 0 ; McK inney d . Kn,ght. 

(Sec ond Rc.und •Upper Br acke t) . Pec k d Frey 21 · 12 21 ·19 
Fondren d . Bc,tsch 2 1·5 21 - 10· Huber Cl W,11 2 1-6 21 -8 ; 
Alelerson d Slange r 21 -• . 21 -6 ; Berberet d Reel,c 21-7 21·8 . 
Oa1es d Workus 13·21 21 · 13. 11- 10. Conen d Brewer 2 1·5 
21 -14; J Dun lap d Kamm 21·3 . 21 -4 , Dern d. Pahczuk 21-19 . 
21 - 14, Flowellrng Cl. A Elhs 2 1·9 21-1 : L Vantrea se d . Sca les 
21 -12.2 1-7, Bushd W11cox2t -6 .2 t -6: We1gh1mand D,x 14-2 1 
2 1- 12, 11 ·3 : Goll heb Cl. Schalz 2 1· 15 19 -2 1. 11-8 : Gar11gu s d 
Doehr 21· 13 21·9 . Meyers d Roehl 21-7. 21 -0 : S1ephens Cl B. 
Ellis 21 -5. 21- 18 ; Cox d . Lev11s 20 -21 . 21 · 15 11- 1; Mazaro fl Cl. 
Whole2 1·9. 2 1·9 . Marsoccod . Morek21 · 14, 21 15.Kent d M1s1elle 
2 1·5 21·10 ; Jack•nov,ch d Zuckerman 21 -14. 19-21 . 1 t -4 . 
Mosh,desd Cha lfan121 ·3 . 21 ·6 Kwar1lerd Beamer 21-11 2 1-7, 
Bo land Doug Clark 2 1 1. 21 ·3. Hodges a . Berra 21-6 21 -1. 
Ber1olucc1 Cl Oliver 21 · 12. 21 -4 , Luc,wd Allan 2 1·3 . 21 -11 ;Yo rk 
d . Humph rey 21 - 11. 21-17, K Dunlap d Hea1he11ng1on fo rfe,1. 
Cha mpagne Cl Saneller 2 1 • 13 , 2 1 -13 ; W11gh1 d . Hosla 21 ·3 . 2 1 -3. 

(Sec ond Ro und-Low er Bracke t) : D Tno mas Cl. A. Thomas 
21·2 . 21 -7, Co lberl d . Rub in 21-17 , 21 ·5 . Ca p11anellr d V1ncen1 
21 -14 20 -2 1 11- 10; Aelkons d . Malo w11z 21 · 19, 14-21 . 11-8 · 
Slepp d OC onno r 21·8 . 21 -20 . Ch11s1ransen d Pe1ers 2 1- 15. 
2 1·6 . Grove s d JanAppel 21 ·2 . 2 1-1, Deus ter d . Haelaway 2 1·3. 
2 1-6 , Trenl d Hernan dez 21-10 . 2 1·2, Wilhel m Cl. Senior s 21·5. 
2 1· 11: McK1ed T rave rs 21 -6 2 1-10 , Vanov er Cl Romano2 1·20 
14-21 11·5 , Klearman d. Hegg . lorfe,1. W,ck ham d Lau 21 -4 . 
2 1· 19 ; Brownlee Cl Carpenl er 2 1-13. 2 1-13: Ow en d. Mandel 
21- 11. 21 · 15 , McDowell d. S,lva 2 1-4 . 21·9 : Hawk ins d . G 
Davidson 21•7, 21 ·20 : F11ck 0 . Thomp son 2 1- 17, 21• 17, Lujan d 
Ka,h la nen21 ·9. 2 1-20 . Kellyd Lun 1ao2 1- 11 21-12 . Uewellynd . 
Sullr 21-11 , 2 1- 19; McLaughhn d Memll 20 -21 21-18 . 11- 10; 
S1evens d Delancy 2 1•7. 21 - 12. Bowman d . J Dav idson 2 1-8 . 
1 3 ·21 . 11 1. Manhews o Agug ha 21 • 16 2 1-16: Adam d McNaor 
2 1·5. 2 1- 1• : Hemph,110 Ram orez 2 1 • 1 21-17. Foxe! . Letourne au 
2 1- 13. 21-8 ; Lull d . Hays 2 1·3 . 21 -5 ; Reme n d . K,nce 21 12. 
2 1- 15, Myers d McKinney 2 1-17. 18-21. 11·9 

{T hi rd Roun d) : Peck d Fond ren 18·21. 21 -11 11-3 ; Alelersond . 
Huber 16-21 .2 1-20. 11-5 , Berber el d. Oa1es 2 t -6 . 21-6, Cohen Cl 
J . Dunlap 21-11 , 12-21 11- 10; Dern d Flewellrng 21 9. 2 1-13· 
Bush d . L Vanlr ease 2 1- 15. 21 -• : Gonlreb d We,gh1man 21-17 . 
2 1- 18: Meye rs d Garrrgus21 -12. 19-21 . 11 3:S tephen s o Cox 
21-5, 2 1·8. Mazaro lf d Mar soc c, 21 -17, 18-2 1. 11-3; Ken l d 
Ja ck,nov 1ch 2 1- 11. 2 1-6, Kw ar11er Cl. Moshodes 2 1-20 . 21-15, 
Bo land . Hodges 20-2 1. 21- 12, 11·5 : Luc,w d . Ber101uccl 2 1-9, 
2 1-8; K. Dunlap d . Yo rk 2 1- 13, 2 1-19 ; Wr,gh l d Champag ne 
21-18 . 19-21, 11-3, Thoma s d . Colber t 2 1-8 16-21. 11-4 ; Adkin s 
d . Cap, 1anellr 2 1-8, 2 1-20 . Siep p Cl Chrosllan sen 21· 19 , 21 13, 
Deu ster d . Grove s 2 1· 15, 21- 13. Tren l d Wilhelm 21 -5. 15·21 
11 ·3. McK,e Cl. Vanover 21- 4, 21-1 0 . Wickham Cl Klear man 
2 1· 18. 21- 17 ; Owen Cl. Brownlee 21 -5. 2 1- 17, Hawk,ns d . 
McDowell 2 1· 16 , 2 1- 12, Lu1an d Frock 2 1-13 . 21- 13 , Kelly d . 
Llewe llyn 2 1-12. 18-2 1, 11•4 , Slovens d. McLaughl in 2 1- 17 
2 1-17; Bowma n d. Mall hews 2 1· 16 2 1-9 ;Aelam Cl. Hemp holl2 1-4, 
2 1 ·18 ; Fo)t d . Luft 2 1- 11, 2 1- 14; Myers Cl. Remen 2 1- 14. 19-2 1. 
11-0. 

(Fo u rth Roun d): A lderson d. Peck 21- 1, 21 - 18; Berberel d . 
Coh en 2 1- 11. 2 1·9 : Dern d . Bush 21 - 11. 1 -21 11-10 : Meyer s d . 
Goulreb 21- 17. 2 1 • 19: S1ephens d . Ma,aro ff 2-21 . 21 -6 . 11-9 : 
Kw arller d . Ken1 2 1 • 12. 13-2 1 11-8 , Bolan d Luc ,w 2 1 ·9 . 21- 1 8: 
Wri ght d. K. Dunlop 2 1 · 10. 19 -2 1. 11-2: Thomasd . Adki ns 2 1· 15, 
2 1-9 ; Sleppd Dauster 2 1· 16 . 2 1·6 :T renl d McK ie 2 1- 19. 21-7; 
Owen d. Wickham 2 1·20. 21 -12 ; Hawkins d . Lujan 2 1·9. 2 1-3 . 
Steven s d . Kelly 19-2 1. 2 1-15 . 11·9 : Bowman d . Adam 21-10 . 
2 1-13 ; Mye rs d Fox 21 -13 21-1 3. 

(Fift h Ro und ) . Berberet d Alder son 7-21 2 1·20 . 11·6. Dern d 
Meyer s 10-2 1. 2 1· 17 11-9 . Kw arller d S1ephens 11-2 1. 21 · 13, 
11-10 , Bolan d. Wroghl 2 1-20 . 2 1-7 ; Thomas d . Slepp 20 -2 1. 
2 1- 19. 11-5 ; Tren l d . Ow en 2 1- 19. 2 1- 16; S1eve ns d Hawk ins 
12·2 1. 2 1· 10. 11-4 , Bowm an d . Mye rs 20-2 1. 2 1-20 . 11·5. 

(Qu ar ter-f inal s) : Berbere l Cl. Dern 2 1- 10, 14-2 1. 11·2 : Boland 
KwarUer 11-2 1. 2 1- 10, 11·5 : Thoma s d . Trenl 21-16 , 2 1- 11. 
Bowman Cl Sle vens 2 1- 19. 2 1-12 

(Sem i-f inals) : Bolan d. Berberet 2 1·9. 13 ·2 1. 11-8 ; Bowman Cl. 
Thomas 2 1-20. 14-2 1. 11-6 

(Fi na ls): Bowm an d Bolon 2 1 ·5 . 12-2 1. 11- 1 0. (Thir d) : Them as. 

It was almost a carbon copy of the one 
and only time they had met befor e, as 
29 -year-o ld Cal iforn ia housewife Alicia 
Moo re downed Linda Prefont aine from 
Eugen e. OR , for the Wom en's Am ateur 
Nationa l title. But it very. very nearly 
went the other way . 

Alici a, who lives in Soqu el, had an easy 
ride to the finals and based on her 
tourney experienc e loo ked like the 
favorit e to take the wom ens' crown . 
She down ed Judy Thompson , of 
Davenport , IA, in the semi -fin als 21- 12, 
2 1-11 and Barb Faulk enberry , of 
Clearw ater, FL, in the quarters 21-14 , 
21-16 . 

In fact her longe st match w as in the 
round of 16's when she had to go th ree 
game s with Barb Tenneson , of 
Minne apo lis. 

Still unsettled Alicia romp ed to a 
resounding first game victo ry, al lowing 
Tenn eson only thr ee points . But the 
second game was a tightly fought 
sc rap wh ich ended in Te nne son 's favor 
21 -20 . But A licia regai ned her author ity 
in the tie -breaker and she hammered 
home an 11-3 scor e to get out of the 
round . 

Prefon taine undoubted ly had the 
hard er path to the top . She met num ber 
two seed Sally Murphy , of Denv er. in 
the semi-fin als. Sally powe red her way 
to a first game win 2 1-18, but then she 
let Lind a in w ith 2 1-8 , 11-2 v ictorie s in 
the rest of the match. 

Two oth er favo rites for the to p also 
went down early in the tourn ament. 
Prefont aine blew aw ay Laura Martino, 
of Foun ta in Valley , CA , easily wi th 
2 1-7 , 21-10 score s and Hope 
Weisbach, of Phoenix, crumbl ed to 
Judy Thompson 21-11 , 21-9. 

Top -seeded Moor e found it hard to 
settle down in the first game of the 
champion ship match and her pow erf ul 
drive serv e ended up costing her points 
as , tim e after time, she set up Lind a off 
the backw all. 



Ca 

Unda Prefontain e blasts a forehand p ass cross cour t as Alici a Moore races to cov er the shot in 
the,r exciting Women 's Amateur Singl es champ, onshipmat ch. 
The victory wentr o Moore 2 1-18, 20-2 1, -U-7. 

She settled down sufficiently to get 
even at 10-10. But then Prefontaine 's 
superior shooting ability came through . 
She caug ht a str ing which took her from 
even to 13-10 but then they settled 
down to trading point-for -point. At 
16-12, Moore lost sight of the ball in the 
glass coming off the front wall and gave 
up the point. Th ree times she missed 
connecting with the ball dur ing rallies . 
She mistimed the next point to give 
Prefonta ine the advantage at 17-14, 
and then an ace had her diving to the 
floor in a futile retrieve attempt which 
put her even further into the hole at 
18-14 . 

When she won the side out , Alicia 's 
game suddenly changed . She held 
back the drives wh ich had given her 
opponent eas y kill opportun ities and 
softened up her game . And it was the 
change of play wh ich allowed her the 
eventual mastery of the game . 

A Prefontaine skip gave her 15-18, 
another skip made it 16-18, a perfectly 
executed Z serve made 17 and number 
18 came when she pinched a service 
return into the left hand corner. 

Moore was rap idly regain ing 
confidence , and on the next rally she 
took a high bouncing ball in deep court 
and hit an overhead instead of going 
back to the ceil ing. Th at piece of 
strategy put her one up at 19-18. 
Number 20 came with a down-the -line 
pass and 21 came next when she 
picked up a Prefontaine pass and 
repassed her down the right wall. 

In game two Prefontaine went down to 
two early points . She skipped her first 
rally and then watched as Moore drove 
one by her for an ace for the second . 
But it was close . They tied at 2-all, and 
4-4 before Prefontaine caught a str ing 
tha t pulled her out to 10-4 . Then two 
consecutive aces gave her 11 and 12. 
Moore battled her way back into the 
game , pulling level again at 13-13 . She 
was helped by Linda, who totally 
missed a ceiling ball off the back wall to 
give Moore the 14th point. With the end 
in sight Alicia started to slowly pull 
away, dragging out the score to game 
point 20 -15. 



But Linda was able to produce one final 
effort which did everything she wanted . 
She took the serve after Moore skipped 
an easy kill attempt which wou ld have 
given her the game and started add ing 
on points . In a classic comeback she 
took 17 and 18, waited for Moore 's time 
out , then nailed in two more to equalize 
before belting in a game -winn ing ace 
on a drive right. 

The tie-breaker was a bitter struggle . 
They went even at 3-3, 6-6 and 7-7 
before Alicia turned on the final 
pressure . Prefontaine tried not to make 
any mistakes and in do ing so she made 
'em. At 7-8 she lost the serve because 
she refused to shoot an easy backhand 
set up. 

She lost the next point with a skip, and 
a kill shot attempt which Moore put 
away with a soft right corner pinch cost 
her the next point, too. One more to go 
and once more Linda mis- timed a 
Moore drive off the back wall which 
cost her the championship title. 

Explained Alicia , "Before I went into 
the court I had a game plan . I played 
her once before and I won that contest 
11-4 in the tie-breaker . 

"I knew that she was going to shoot 
everything that I left up so beforehand I 
decided to soften everything - give her 
garbage serves and try and stay off the 
back wall . But I just didn 't stick to my 
game plan. 

"Every time I drove the ball hard . . . 
that was her cup of tea. I strayed from 
the game plan and it got me into 
trouble . I never got my rhythm in the 
first game and it was only when I 
started to slow down the game a little 
bit that I began to make points . " 

Alicia had also been taking some long 
walks during the tournament . . . 
walking around every ball to keep it off 
her backhand. 

"All the way through I was having 
trouble positioning myself so I could 
get a really clean crisp snap on my 
backhand, " she ~aid, "and I didn 't 
have any confidence in it, so I was 
avoiding it." 
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Women's Amateur Singles Results 
(F irst Round ) · B11cklc-y d Sm 1tn lorfen . \V ard o Bernadelle 
16-2 1. 21- 13. 11-2,Adamsd Taylo r 10-21 21- 13 11-8 Farrell o 
Hornack 2 1-20 21 -20. Amb !e, d Long forle11 Nickerson d 
Zam m11121-2 21 -S; Overcastd Lawson21 - 19 21 -9 M er,1lld 
Gibson 21-10 21 - 12. Pat1yn d Ba,ly. torle11, CornblaIh o Drury 
21 ·6. 21 · 15; Vanoerwcl d Lan tz for fe11. Waldron o Gray 21 O 
2 1·3: Robert d Charlauros , forle rl, Meger d Romo forle,1. 
L1v,ngs1on d Nunn 21 - 10 21-7, Ingle d McK ay 21-7 21 ·5, M 
Nel son d Sha1enl..s 21 - 1 7. 21-14. V/estmark d Mericas 21 - 14 
16-2 1. 11·9 , Tebbsd Folkertsma2 1·3 21 -5 , Kempo Cumm .ns 
2 1-2, 2 1-4 : Wi lliams d Hu ebner . forle,1: VanSpybroo~ d 
O'S ulhvan 21-12 21-12 · S Ne lson d Marling 21-• 21-5 
F,nkelburg d Flannery 21 -2 . 21-13 

(Sec ond Round) . Moored Brrckley 21 ·3 21 2 , Swottora d 
Curt ,s forfeit. Tenne sson d W ard 21 ·6 21 · 10 Adams d Farrell 
2 1 18, 18·21. 11-0 : Amb ler d. Pare nt 21• 14 11-21 11 1. 
Faulkenberryd Henry 21 -9 21- 1 • N ckerson d P11sch1ng 21- t • 
2 1- 1• . Abbon d Overcast 21 ·9 21 ·9 F Davos d Mer111t 21 5 
2 1 6 , G Hogan d Constan11no 21 ·• 2 1 ·8. Thompson d Panyn 
2 1 ·3 , 2 1 -6 : Dugan a Cornblalh 2 1 12 21 • 15, Noguchi d 
Vanderwe l 2 1- 10 2 1-4 Adi..,nsd Waldron21 13 2 1-7 ,Gonza lez 
d C. Dav ,s 21 •5, 21 -20 We,sbach d Roben 2 1-2 21 · 1 
McCa rthy d . Meger 21 -6. 21·15 . Behner d Randle 21-3 6 21 
11-1 Leed L1vings1on 21 -1 1 21-13 . Mar1,nod Ingle 21 -8 21 4 
Preton Ia1ne d M Nelson 21 · 13. 2 1-7 , Kronen 1eld d Vl es1mar~ 
2 1·5 . 21- 12. Stoll d Taphn 7-21 . 21 ·8 . 11-6 , Tebbs d Ras sent , 
2 1- 13. 9 ·21 11·2 , Oeschger d Kemp 21 -7 21 16, PeIer son d 
Ka1z, forfeu . Farmer d Huhla 21-17 9·21 11·6 . L Hogan a 
Wolhams 21-5 . 21 -5 , Pomm errch d VanSoyorook 2 1· 1 21 -4 , 
Ackerman d S Nelson 12-21 2 1 11 11·6 Deed Hosterman 
21 ·2 , 21 2 Murphy d Frnkelourg 18-21 21 ·3 . 11·6 

(Third Round ) Moore a Swottord forele 1I Tenne sson d 
Adams 19-21 21 - 10 11-6 Fau lker,ceuyo Amo re, 19.21 21 -20 
11·5 , Aoooud N ,c ... erson21 6 21 a F Oav,sd G Hogan21•4 
21-8 , Thompson d Dugan 21 ·20 2 1 1 7 Nog uchi d Ad~ ns 
21 -10 21 13 , We ,sbacn d Gonzalez 21-18 21 ·8 Behner a 
McCarthy 21- 15 21- 18 Mamno d Lee 21-13 13-21 11-• 
Pre lon1a,ned Kronenfe ld21 · 19 21·4 Tebbsd Sto1121-2 21·5 
Ooschger d Pe1erson 21 - 16 2 1 10 L Hogan a Farmer 21 -s 
21 · 16 Pomme11cn d Acl<e,mar"l 21 ·6 21 16 M1.1rphy a Dee 
21 -,10 21 - 17 

(Fourlh Round )· Moored Tenness on 21 -3 20 -21 11-3 
Faulkenoerry d Aobott t 8 •2 t 21 ·20 11-9 Tnomp sond F Dav,s 
21-7 17 -21 11-9 ,We ,sbachd Noguch,21-12 21 13 Mar1,nod 
Behner21 11 218 Prelontaned Tebbs21 · 10 11-21 11·9 
Oeschger d L Hogan 21-6 21-5 Murohy a Pomme rrch 21-20 
6 21 11-6 

(Quart er-final s) : Moored Faulkenberry 21-1 ,1 2 1- 16 
Thompsond We1sbach21 - 11 21 ·9 Prefontamed Manmo21 •7 
21- 10 Murph y d Oeschge r 15-21 21 -18 11 1 

(Sc m1-tina 1s) . Moored Thompson 21 12 21 11 Prelonra,ne d 
Murphy 18·21 21 ·8 11-2 

(Fin als) · Moore d Prefontaine 21 · 18 20 -21 11-7 (Th ird ) : 
Thompson 

THE COMPL TE B 0 
OF RACQUE A 

Steve Keeley, four times National Singles Paddleball Champion and 
in 1973 and 1974, National Singles Racquetball Runnerup, is one of 
the top money winners for the National Racquetball Club. Keeley is 
also nationally recognized for his instructional articles on racquet­
ball. THE COMPLETE BOOK OF RACQUETBALL ls a total rac­
quetball experience and will be the textbook for this fast-growing 
sport. An exhaustive "how-to" for beginner through the most ad­
vanced. Includes a complete description of the game and equipment, 
official rules and glossary of terms . Officially endorsed by the U. S. 
Racquetball Association and the National Racquetball Club. 
288 8½" x 11" pages . Wt. 1¾ lbs. 

r-- - ----- ------ -- -- - ------1 
I Please send ~e copie ■ or Keeley' ■ Complete Book or I 
I Racnuetball. Ieii"close 57.95 plue 50 ¢ po■ tlll!e perbooi<:' I 
I Al ■o, aeod me __ copiee o r Keele:,' ■ cuoette / booklet I 
I course Racquetball Leasorte ~ Eas y, I eo c lose $7 . 95 I 
I plu s 50¢ post~e per book. My total order is S____ I 

I Nim• tPrea<o pr,n1),_ _ ____ _ __ __ ___ ___ _ _ _ I 
I Address ,_____ _ _ I I c,ir s111• z,p,_ _ __ I 
I :-4a11 check or mone:r order to : Service Presa, Inc. , I 
I Dent, 8, 6369 Reynolds Rd., Haslett, !Heh., 48840. I 
L-------------------------~ 
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Advertising & Promotio n 
How do I handle my advertis ing and promotion to help me 
sell out the membership BEFO RE t he club opens . 

Staff Selection & Training 
How to selec t a good staff . What to look for in good man­
agement and where they can be trained. 

General Merchandising & Equipment Acquisitions 
Where to get the best equipment and merchandise at the 
lowest prices. How to properly set up a prof itab le pro shop. 

Programmi ng a Successfu l Club Operation 
How to keep yo ur m embers act ive and invo lved through 
successful programming. 

Market Ana lysis & Site Selection 
The 15 Points you must know in o rde r to select the best 
site available. 

Feasibi lity Study 
How to determine 1f you can be sure this is a feasible pro ­
ject thro ugh comp lete demog raphic analysi s. 

Project Description & Layout 
Determine the approp r iate facilities of the club and how it 
can best be laid out. 

Financing Package 
The ingred ients of a complete financing package and how 
to best present it to a lender. 

RACQUETBALL: 
Today1s Fastest 
Growing Sport 
and Industry 

Tlnl ScllllEbE 
6 Assoc1atEs 
Athletic Club Development is the 
hottest business venture today. 
People nationwide realize the 
huge profit potential , but lack 
practical experience . At this 
seminar you will receive all the 
information you need to PLAN, 
BUILD, and MANAGE a complete 
athletic club from those who 
have successfully done it. 

School of Management - College Accreditation 
Available 

• Racq uetball - History and Futu re 
• Club Operationa l I nfor m at io n 

Club Budget, including Proforma Preparat ion 
Press and Pub l ic Relation s 

• Complete Manage m ent Training, includi ng classroom 
and ro le-playing. 

r-------------------~ 
PL EAS E SEND BROC HU RE S ON T. S.A.' S NEXT SEM INAR : 

DAT E!! I 
Name _______________ '-l)E. 6 4 

~~ ..... -.:~ Ci ty _________________ $' O 
'-i C ------- e ~ 

.::. = Name _______________ _ 

Te lephone: Bus. ( 

City _________________ _ 

Te lephone : Bus. ( 

~ 
Tim Schliebe & Associates , P.O. Box 8986 I 

Ill!!!!!-= Denv er, Co lorado 80201 ~ I 
L (303) 623 -2 100 El 

------------------ : rJ ~ 



STRONGWAll® 
IS FOREVE I 
B~cause: 
1. II is seamless 
2. Monolithic Stron9wall 

doesn't flake, chip, peel, 
warp or discolor (indoors or out) 

3. II is fast playing 
4. It is spin-controlled 
5. It is consistent in play 

over every square inch 
6. It has uniform sound throughout 
7. It resists ball marks and 

is easy to clean 
8. It is fire-resistant 
9. IT IS VIRTUALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE 

10. No downtime or maintenance 

What does this mean to you? It means 
you get the ideal playing surface at a 
remarkable savings. And our national 
network of authorized installers are 
experts, responsible for the complete 
surfacing work! 
Shouldn't you investigate Strongwall 
today? 

MAPEUTE FLOORING: 
Stton o,.. ,11 S)'~ltms Olltr l • O fyDl!S 
OI lloonno MAPELIT[ PRU ilnd 
MAPELITE CLUB MAPEUH ~u 
a,,,100,a 10 auure rni11ency 
ma.umum com10,1 ,11no ru1 . cons,s• 
l tnt P1ily Bta u11lul 1n ilDPUranc-e 
MAPCLITE na\ a v1nua1t1oerm.1.rien1 
rin,?.n, ,s llame ano l'eat rts 1!ilan1 
,mo ,;.1nno1 NillP or buc • lt , even 11 
noooeo 

6.TE,,,t. 
Call or w_rite SJ~~rAI ls~ 
for add1t1onal ,,_ 
information: 

Strong wall Systems~ Inc. 
299 Forest Avenue 

Paramus, New Jersey 07652 
(201) 262-5414 
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Congratulations on "Examining" 
Dear Bob : 

I am wr iting to congratu late you on your artic le 
"Ex amining the Record " 1n June's issue of 
Nationa l Rac qu etball . 

In read ing I could not help finding a great and 
significant s imilarity to what has happene d to the 
Louis Zahn Data Service Corp . regarding other 
firms imitating us as well. 

I certa inly ag ree with yo ur statement that the 
penalty of success is to be followed by imitator s. 

In your service to racquetba ll and handba ll, you 
above all have been cop ied, imitated, xe roxed 
and followed, but like Rudyard Kipling said , and 
as you quoted, "They cou ldn 't copy your mind.'" 

Than k you for making racq uetball /handball the 
great sport it is today and in your doing so, you 
have mad e the Louis Zahn Data Service Corp . an 
entity in this market as well. We all, at the Louis 
Zahn Data Service Corp., owe you, Bob Kendle r, 
our deepe st apprec iation. 

Allen Gunther 
Chicago 

Coincidenta l Cr it icism 
Dear Mr . Kendle r 

As a reader of your line magazine , I would like 
your counse l on a difficult question In recent 
tournament play the re has been an outbreak of 
unsportsmanlike behavior among fans cheering 
their favorites . These act1v1ties range from 
pounding on the court balconies , to shou ting 
abus ively before a serve , to calling plays out 
loud What can a spectator , player , or referee do 
about suc h situations? 

Since so many fans and players alike read 
National Racquetball , I'd appreciate see ing an 
answer to th,s inqu iry ,n your letters column . Your 
publica tion does a really fine job of educating and 
informing us all! 

Cami lle Blachow icz 
Evanston , IL 

By now we hope players , referees and 
spectators have all read Chuck Leve 's 22nd 
Pomt editorial, " On Being Professiona l,'' ,n the 
July Nationa l Racquetball and are taking 11 to 
heart ED 

Tumwater Appreciates USAA 
Dear USRA/ NRC Staff : 

Congratu lations on another superb seaso n and a 
year tha t has certainly established racquetball as 
the sport of the present as we ll as the future . 
Speaking on behalf of ·the Tumwater Valley & 
Area cont ingent I would like to thank the USAA , 
and especia lly Chuck Leve, for the help given in 
running our annua l season opener, along with 
Leach Indus tries for supplying shirts . The 
combined USRA/ NRC staffs receive our 
appreciation for a well run and enjoyable 
Northwest Regionals /Men's Pro stop which 
many of us part icipated in 

And a very warm thank you to Bob Kendler and 
all others involved 1n bringing this area the 
Arizona Pro Tour stop ove r the PBS netwo rk. 

Again congratula tions and best wishes for the 
upcoming season . 

Rating System 's in 
Racquetball 's Future 
Dear Ms. Brussl an 

Mark Thomp son 
Olympia , WA 

I want to thank you very much for publ ishing my 
article in the May issue of National Racquetball . 
The response to my system has been very good 
and I believe racqu etball will benefi t from it in the 
future . 

Richard E. Turek 
Phoenix , AZ 



This Teaching Pro Has a 
Kidney Transplant 
Your story 1n Febr uary about the man with a 
kidney transp lant was of specia l interest to me 
because I feel that my ca reer in racquetball is 
quite unusual. In 1971 I received a kidney 
transplant from my brother . Since that time I've 
been qui te involved 1n sports and graduated from 
college in 1976 wit h a teaching degree in P. E. 

I instantly fell in love w ith racquetb all after I 
started out w ith a part time job at a racquetball 
club. Since then I've moved up to my presen t 
position as women 's teach ing pro and program 
director at Racq uetba ll Plus , a chain of f;ve clubs 
in southwest Michig an. 

I also play on our club team, which travels to 
tournaments throughout the midw est and I'm 
happy to report I'm improving steadily . I even 
won the Women 's B class at the Auro ra Pro-Am 
stop. 

I'd like to let other kidney transplants - or 
anyone with a physical d isabil ity - know that 
once the ordeal 1s ove r, they can resu me a 
normal, active life if they want to (with in the 
physician's guidelines) . Racquetball can benefit 
anyone. 

Pat Folkertsma 
Je niso n, Ml 

Some Medical Warnings 
For Hilecher 
Dear Editor : 

In the article by Jerry Hilecher "Let the Hilecher 
Mile Tax Your Oxygen Debt ," 1n June National 
Racquetball a co uple poin ts require clarificatio n. 
Hilecher recommends that the first 1,560 ya rds 
be run at an even pace with a 200 yard sprint at 
the end . He states that this is equivalent to 
running a longer distance _ Thi s simp ly is not true 
if the goal of the training program 1s to improve 
endu rance conditio ning . The basic type of mile 
that he is running is for anaerobic speed, wh ich 1s 
the primary requirement he has for racq uetb all. 

The manner in wh ich he var ies his runn ing is a 
desire d pattern in order to maintain variety and 
mot ivatio n. Based upon his age and his apparent 
excellen t leve l of conditioning I would 
recommend to him that he run two miles in 
app roximately 13 minute s . If he performed that 
three times per week he would be meeting the 
minimum requ irements . It is best not to exceed 
five days per week , because people 1n general 
will go psychologically stale . This would inc lude 
running sessions plus racquetba ll sessions . 

the racquetball aid 
that u,ill i01prove 
your ga01e. 

Now racquetball has a 
training aid similar to the 
weights used in other sports! 
Prep-shot will help speed your 
swing and strengthen w-rist 
and arm. Prep -shot attaches 
to the top of your racquet 
during warmups and practices. 
Ask for Prep-shot at your club 

rt t DISTRIBUTORS AND DEALERS or spo s s ore. INQUIRIES INVITED. WRITE PREP-SHOT 
2115 N. SEDGWICK lH. CHICAGO. U.LINOIS 606 14 
312 -34 8 -3805 3 12-455-7737 

The expe rience that Hilecher related of running 
on sand indicates that although his level of 
fitness was exce llent , he was simply not ready for 
that kind of grueling experience . It is important 
that people under stand that they shou ld not be 
expe riencing sessions of PTA (pain, tortu re, 
agony) . These kind of sessions turn people off 
and th is is not necessary for health running. 

The last point that should be brought to 
Hileche r's atte ntion is that he ought to check his 
cholesterol promptly . Bec ause he likes 
hamburgers and milk shakes, he may have a 
very high cholesterol and be totally unaware . It is 
a common myth ica l belief amongst well 
conditioned athletes that as long as they are 
physically very active that their cholesterol must 
be norm al. This is entirely false as docurr ,ented 
by the case of Chuck Hughes of the Detro it Lions 
who died in 1971 . This professional football 
player is assumed to have bee n in excellent 
cond1llon. yet he had a very high cholestero l of 
350 and he died of a heart attack at the age of 28. 
Hileche r and your readers sho uld understand 
that very clea rly . 

Joseph Arends, M.D. 

To order by mail send S3.50 plus 
25¢ for pos tage and hand ling 
to addre ss listed . 

Troy , Ml 
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The 22nd Point 

Welcome 
To A New 
Season 
Those who have followed the progress 
of the pro tour over the past five years 
will find the format of the upcoming 
1978- 79 season to be one that 
perhaps never seemed poss ible only 
a few short years ago. 

The Colgate Men's and Women 's 
Pro/Am Racquetball Tour is supported 
by the same companies that have been 
associated with the tour in the past. 
Those companies are Colgate , 
Seamco Sporting Goods and Leach 
Industries . 

A new addition to the format, and 
one that all will agree makes for a 
better and more lucrative tour, is that 
each individual event on the tour will 
have only its own sponsor , and will 
carry that sponsor's name, i.e., the 
Jack -In-The -Box Racquetball Class ic, 
the Catalina Classic , etc. 

What this means is that the financial 
burden of prize money, implementation 
fees and promotional costs will be 
absorbed by one sponsor for one event 
(or in some cases two events). This 
allows for smaller overall corporate 
investments, but bigger prizes at each 
tournament. 

90 SEPTEMBER 

Puttin g the for instances into working 
order Colgate , for the privilege of being 
the overriding sponsor. has put up 
$125 ,000 in pr ize money . Of that sum 
$50,000 will be the prize money base 
for the 1979 National Championsh ips, 
and the other $75 ,000 will be part of the 
first -ever bonus pool in racquetball , 
which will accumulate at $10,000 per 
tournament (appr oxim ately) and will be 
payable at the National 
Champ ionships . 

What this all means is that the players 
will be competing for $30,000 in prize 
money per tournament as opposed to 
the $15,000 they played for th is past 
season. Now that's quite an increa se, 
and one of wh ich we are mighty proud. 

Each tournament will be named after 
the individual sponsor who has 
donated the necessary funds for that 
event . In September the event w ill be 
the Jack -in- The -Box Racquetball 
Classic Sept. 27 -Oct. 1. The next 
tournament will be the Leach Classic 
Oct. 25 -28. November 15-19 will be the 
Seamco Classic, with sponsors like 
Kunnan /Leach, Coors , Catalina and of 
course, Colgate , becom ing involved in 
the 1979 portion of the seaso n. 

For you pro players , fans and other 
interested parties - the entire format 
and schedule will be published in the 
October issue of National Racquetball . 

Chuck Leve 

Thought I'd knock out a few lines 
regarding the National Juniors 
Championships . just comp leted in King 
of Prussia, PA, and to be deta iled in the 
October issue . 

I am annually amazed at the 
tremendou s ski ll leve ls shown by all the 
juniors as they continue to become 
better players at earlier ages . This 
season 's players were truly the best 
I've ever seen . 

The juniors program of the USAA is 
rapidly becoming the spawning ground 
for future professionals , witnessed by 
the fantastic showings of other jun iors 
grads like Mike Yellen , who finished 
second in the Juniors in August , 1977 , 
and finished in the semi-finals in the 
Pro div ision in the Nation als in June , 
1978 . Or like Larry Meyer s, who won 
the 1977 Nationals Juniors and went 
on to beat defending National pro 
champ Davey Bledsoe in the Nationals 
of '78. 

Others like the 1975 winner Ben 
Koltun , who is now ranked fourth on the 
tour , and Bobby Bolan , who almost 
captured the prestig ous National 
amateur title, are showing that the way 
to the top in competitive racqu etball is 
to go through the USAA jun iors 
program . 

These kids are learning far more than 
just how to hit racquetballs - they are 
learn ing important lessons in life . Their 
excellent conduct on and off the court 
at the Nationa l Juniors shows what fine 
young people are involved in the 
program . 

We at the USRA /NRC are extremely 
proud of the juniors and hope to be able 
to increase and improve the program in 
the years ahead . • 
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Racquetball is the fastest grow­
ing sport in the world. 

And an estimated 40% of the 
players 

no one has 
come up with a glass­
filled racquet designed 
especially for them. 

Until now. 
Leach introduces 
the Lady Swinger, 
the sport's first 
glass-filled racquet 
for women. 

The Lady Swinger is 
a racquet dedicated to the 
proposition that women are 
every bit as serious on the 
court as men. 

It's a natural competitor. 
We've modified the 

basic teardrop shape to 
turn the entire string area 
into one big sweet spot, 
for more accuracy. 

, .. / . ~ . __ .;,.,, ,' 

It weighs in at under 250 grams, malc­
ing it easier to swing . 

And the Lady Swinger's 
narrow-throat design and 

comfortable 4" grip put 
a stop to rotational 

torque on occa­
sional miss-hits 
around the edge . 
So it's easier ·to 
control. 
It's a superb 
price compet­
itor too , with a 

· suggested retail 
under $20.00. 

That's right. The 
first women's racquet 

for under $20 .00. 
And backed by a full 

one-year guarantee covering 
both strings and frame. 
The Lady Swinger . It's a great 

new racquet from the 
company amateurs 
and pros alike 
have been taking 
to court for years . 

And winning with. , 
We rest our case. · 

NUMBER ONE BY DESIGN 

-,,._ -~-..,.,.. / 

...,~~ 5567 Kearny Villa Road, San Diego, CA 92123 




