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shoot it _ serve it pass it 

belt it _ splash it ,. whack it . 
4 

slap it dunk it bounce it· 

freeze it spin it _ cream it 

chop it wet it dribble it 
j 

• lob it hit it ace it loft it '° 
' 

hang it clobber it • bang it 9 
center it spike it kill it 

smash it hook it boot it 1. 

buy it, Seamco 
SEAMCO SPORTING GOODS COMPANY, DIVISION OF DART INDUSTRIES LAGRANGE GEORGIA 30240 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 1-800-241-8111 TOLL FREE. ' 



ISN'T IT 
TIME YOU 

lURNED PRO? 
With Saranac's R-70 PRO 

Look for Saranac's PRO emblem on our 
famous racquetball glove acclaimed 
nationwide as the finest ... "the choice 
of the pros!" 
The PRO Is crafted from Saranac's own 
native deerskin ... hand selected to be 
naturally light and tacky. Designed with 
a snug-fitting elastic and fully adjustable 
Velcro closure, the glove offers extra 
-~:, comfort and a feel 

of confidence. 

SARANAC GLOVE COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 786 GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN 54305 
PHONE: 414/435-3737 
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Foreword by Robert W. Kendler, President, United States 
Racquetball Association 

Arthur Shay with Chuck Leve 

Winning Racquetball is intended for 
beginning players seeking shortcuts to 
racquetball competence as well as those 
who have achieved the competence re­
quired to enter local club tournaments 
and last at least a round or two. 

Building on the basics, Shay and Leve 
cover such areas as the mental attitudes 
required to win tournaments; how to get 
into supershape for racquetball; how to 
use your limitations (fatigue, for example) 
as advantages; and how to play against 
someone who is trying to out-psych you. 
There are winning suggestions for every 
departmAnt of play. 

Proven racquetball winners, such as 
Steve Keeley, Steve Serot, Sue Carow, 
Kathy Williams, Charlie Brumfield, Bill 
Schmidtke, Ron Rubenstein, and racquet­
ball's 19-year-old superstar Marty Hogan, 
are photographed in action and quoted 
throughout to illustrate the points made 
in the text. 

Winning Racquetball will lead the 
racquetball enthusiast to the level of com­
petence and beyond into tournament 
excellence. 
Arthur Shay is a former Life and Time 
writer and Sports Illustrated photographer. 
He is the author-photographer of thirty­
one books. Chuck Leve is the author of 
Inside Racquetball and the National Direc­
tor and editor of National Racquetball 
magazine, the official publication of the 
United States Racquetball Association and 
the National Racquetball Club, Inc. 

-·-· - . --- -- -----------·-- -· - ·-. --- . - . --- . -- -- - -- --- - ·-
Please send me __ copy(ies} of WINNING RACQUETBALL at $4.95 each plus 
50¢ postage and handling for each book ordered. Illinois residents kindly add 5% 
sales tax; California residents please add 6% sales tax. NO CASH OR C.O.D.'s 
accepted-please send check. 

NAME __________________________ _ 

ADDRESS _______________________ _ 

CITY ____________ STATE. _________ 1p _____ _ 

Henry Regnery Company Publishers 180 Norlh Michigan Avenue.Chicago, Illinois 60601 



Colgate 
Men and 
Women's 
Pro/Am 
Racquetball 
Tour 

Schedule 
September 8-11 
The Racquet Ball Club. Inc 
West Allis, W1scons1n 
(Milwaukee) 

October 5-9 
Health ·n Sports Club & Spa 
Westbury. New York 

November 9-13 
King's Racquetball Court, 
Westminster, California (Los 
Angeles). 
December 14-18 
Court House I, Marietta, 
Georgia (Atlanta). 
January 11-15 
Gresham Court Club, Gresham, 
Oregon (Portland), Men Pro Only. 
January 19-22 
Court Sports of Omaha 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Women Pro Only. 
February 15-19 
Arizona Athletic Club. Tempe, 
Arizona (Phoenix). 
March 15-19 
San Antonio RBIHB Club II, San 
Antonio, Texas. 
March 30-April 2 
King of Prussia Racquetball Club. 
King of Prussia. Pennsylvania 
(Philadelphia). Women Pro Only. 
April 5-9 
Aurora YMCA, Aurora. Illinois 
(Chicago). Men Pro Only. 
June 17-24 
Sports Illustrated Court Club. 
Belleville. Michigan (Detroit). 
National Championships. 

Cover Photo by Arthur s1,ay 
From "Marty Hogan's Power Racquetball" By Marty 
Hogan, Charl,e Bruml,eld & Arthur Shay Pub/I shed 
by Comtemporary Bool(s, Chicago 

Colgate, Seamco, Leach 
Sponsor N.R.C.'s 
Pro Racquetball Tour 
Colgate-Palmolive, the well 
known national firm that 
specializes in sports promotion, 
1s the newest member of the 
National Racquetball Club's 
sponsorship group on the pro 
tour. Colgate Joins Seamco 
Sporting Goods, in their fourth 
year. and Leach Industries, in 
their third season 

The aid given by these firms, in 
prize money. promotional 
dollars and consultation, has 
elevated the pro tour to its 
current status of a for-real, 
nation-wide sporting event. 

Together these three firms have 
donated over $250.000 in prize 
money, publicity funds, and 
promotional dollars to keep the 
pro tour on its annual upward 
spiral. It is due to this support 
that the N.R.C.'s tour continues 
to be one of the world's most 
exciting professional events. 

Colgate has involved 
themselves in sports promotion 
seriously in recent years 
including major golf and tennis 
events. 

"/ think racquetball is the next 
big sport for this nation," said 
Colgate president David Foster 
"We are pleased to be able to 
support this young and dynamic 
sport." 

Souvenir Program Staff 
Publisher • Robert W. Kendler 
Editor • Ct1uck Leve 
Business Manager • Joe Ardito 
Director of Design • Milt Presler 

Seamco and Leach are old 
friends to the N.R.C.'s pro tour 
and have each donated over a 
quarter of a million dollars in 
prize money, souvenir shirts, 
racquetballs and other 
promotional items during the 
past few years. 

Seamco is the largest 
manufacturer of racquetballs 
and Leach is the nation's 
number one racquet 
manufacturer Together with 
Colgate-Palmolive. these three 
generous firms make up a 
strong, aggressive sponsorship 
trio of which racquetball can be 
proud. 

The fact that these firms have 
been willing to invest part of their 
profits back into the 
development of our sport is 
indicative of people and 
businessmen who run these 
companies 

Al Mackie. president of Seamco, 
Charlie Drake. president of 
Leach. and David Foster. 
president of Colgate-Palmolive 
have done yeomans service to 
racquetball. 

Of ten these people or their 
representatives are on hand at 
the pro tour stops. We invite you 
to say hello and discuss 
racquetball with them. 



I. One piece seamless panels 
up to 10' x 40'-but it is also 
available in any size such as 4' x 4', 
4' x 8', 5' x 10', 5' x 20' and 10' x 20' 

2. Outstanding strength-to­
weight ratio 

3. Tough, attractive Tedlar• 
surface requires no paint or 
other finish and does not peel 

4. Consistent playing surface 

5. Resists ball marks 

I. Will not chip or crack when 
hit with a racquet 

7. Will not shrin 
delaminate 

8. Zero water ab 
non-sweating 

I. Easy to handl 
can be erected 

II. Virtually main 
and easy to cl 

Exclusive and off 
United States Ra 

I 
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What makes 
XENTEX 

so tough to beat? 
Xentex. a product of Exxon research. is 

a highly structured composite thermoset­
ting plastic reinforced with glass fibers. It 
combines the durability and toughness of 
a thermosetting plastic resin with the 
strength of glass fiber. Xentex is now 
being widely used in truck and trailer 
bodies. clean rooms, agricultural build­
ings. swimming pools, noise enclosures. 
partitions and walls. 

Rnd out more about this ideal court 
construction material. Write or call today 
for more Information including a sample. 

Xentex Is a registered trademark of Xentex Company "Dupont T.M. 
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People You Should Know 

Robert W. Kendler 
Bob Kendler is president of both 
the United States Racquetball 
Association and National 
Racquetball Club. The founder 
of both organizations, Kendler is 
the one person who has been 
most responsible for the 
tremendous growth and 
improvement of racquetball. 

A 73-year-old, Multi-millionaire, 
Chicago area real estate 
developer, Kendler began his 
court career before racquetball 
was ever imagined. 

It was Kendler who formed the 
United States Handball 
Association in 1951, taking the 
national jurisdiction away from 
the Amateur Athletic Union and 
putting it in the hands of players. 

The key issue then was 
antiquated amateur rules, and 
from that issue Kendler built a 
strong, national organization in 
racquetball's predecessor, 
handball. The U.S.H.A. 
publishes Handball magazine, 
the true bible of that sport. 

When racquetball began its 

initial movements Kendler was 
among the first to recognize the 
potential of this young sport. He 
formed the first racquetball 
association in 1968 and later 
formed the U.S.R.A. and N.R.C. 

Due to his firm belief in health 
and well being for all people, 
Kendler paved the way for 
original racquetballers to exist 
harmoniously with handballers, 
by encouraging the usage of 
courts by both groups. 

Using his real estate and 
building companies as pertinent 
background, Kendler and the 
U.S.R.A. have aided hundreds 
of court club developers with 
expert advice on the details of 
the racquetball/handball 
business. 

A strong leader, Kendler has 
always maintained that the road 
to a strong Association Is 
through fiscal propriety. He runs 
the U.S.R.A. and N.R.C. with one 
eye on finances and both eyes 
on principle. 

"The key to our organizations," 
he says, "is to know what the 
right thing to do is, and then 
make sure we have the money to 
do it." 

With a vigor that belies his age, 
you'll still find Kendler on the 
court three times a week. 

Chuck Leve 
The National Director of both the 
N.R.C. and U.S.R.A. is 
29-year-old Chuck Leve, a 1970 
journalism graduate from the 
University of Miami (Fla.). Leve 
joined Kendler's organization in 
1970, four days out of college 
and has been there ever since. 

Leve·s two main responsibilities 
are the editing of National 
Racquetball, and the . 
organization of the professional 

tour each season. He works 
closely with each host club, 
coordinating the preparation 
work at each stop. 

Leve has been the only editor of 
National Racquetball since that 
publication's first issue back in 
September of 1973. That 
magazine has grown from a 24 
page near-pamphlet to current 
editions of 150 pages and more. 

The growing size of National 
Racquetball. plus increased 
advertising and subscriptions 
led Leve to recommend that this 
publication become monthly 
which 1t will beginning 
January, 1978. 

As for the pro tour, It is Leve who 
sets the dates of each stop, the 
tournament format, and does the 
entire ranking and seeding for 
each event. 

In addition to all that, he is the 
tour's chief referee, calling 
almost all of the quarter, semi, 
and final round matches along 
with Terry Fancher. 

Leve has been an innovator in 
racquetball, - constantly coming 
up with new ideas attempting to 
improve the game at each step. 
The 11-point tie-breaker was his 
idea, as were the abandonment 
of the three bounce rule, and 
clarification of the 1 O second 
rule. Linesmen first became an 
integral part of pro matches 
under Leve's leadership. 



Joe Ardito 
The Business Manager of the 
N.R.C. and National 
Commissioner of the U.S.R.A. is 
the likeable Joe Ardito. Known 
by the players as "Papa Joe," 
Ardito is the man who hands out 
the checks after each money 
match. 

An experienced tournament 
person In the higest degree, 
Ardito began his work in 
handball over 20 years ago and 
"graduated" to racquetball with 
the inception of the N.R.C. in 
1973. 

One of Joe's most important 
roles Is the coordination of 
N.R.C./U.S.R.A. relationships 
with the manufacturers within 
racquetball. He is the 
Association's liaison between 
the various suppliers of all 
products within ihe industry. 

An off-shoot of that is his 
responsibility to coordinate all 
advertising in National 
Racquetball. It is Ardito who 
works with advertisers and their 
agencies, ensuring that each is 
given the necessary attention. 

With all that said and done, 
however, the "real" Joe Ardito 
comes out annually at "his" 
tournament, the U.S.R.A. 's 
National Junior Championships. 
Kids have always been Joe's 
first love, and this tournament, 
probably the highlight of the 
U.S.R.A. 's tournament season, 
is Ard1to's "baby." 

The pros know Ardito as a fair 
and firm enforcer of N.R.C. rules 
and policies. The kids know 
Ardito as a fair and firm enforcer 
of discipline and behavior both 
on and off the court. 

We know him as the guy who 
works behind the scenes to 
make sure that the job gets done 
in racquetball. 

Terry Fancher 
When it comes to organizational 
ability, it would be hard to top 
Terry Fancher, the U.S.R.A.'s 
National Coordinator. Terry's 
first responsibility upon joining 
the U.S.R.A. in 1976 was to 
organize affiliates in the various 
states on behalf of U.S.R.A. 

It took just over a year, but 
Fancher's never-say-die attitude 
brought in 46 affiliates by 
September, 1977. The job 
entailed contacting individuals 

or organizations who desired to 
work with the U.S.R.A. to further 
promote racquetball In their 
areas. 

A top 20 pro player himself, 
Fancher is a regular contributor 
to National Racquetball 
magazine in the instructional 
section, as well as coordinating 
the state affiliate section within 
the publication. 

A racquetball fanatic f ram way 
back, Fancher first came to the 
U.S.R.A.'s attention in 1975 
when he submitted his masters 
thesis (University of Wisconsin) 
on the history of racquetball to 
National Racquetball. That 
thesis has since been published 
by the U.S.R.A. and is available 
in pamphlet form. 

Terry has incorporated his 
playing abilities and ideal 
understanding of the game to 
make himself one of the game's 
best referees. He, along with 
Chuck Leve, will usually call all 
matches from the quarters on. 

It was at Terry's urging that the 
U.S.R.A. was able to provide 
free balls, shirts and other 
tournament materials to 
sanctioned tournaments 
throughout the country, a policy 
that still stands. Terry continues 
to work with all state affiliates, 
keeping his eyes open for trends 
and ideas, as well as making 
sure that each state receives 
their subscription funds each 
month. 

A solid addition to the U.S.R.A. 
staff, check with Terry Fancher if 
you have any ideas concerning 
further promotion of racquetball 
in your area. 





interest paid DAILY 

on passbook savings 

(fro111 day of deposit to day of withdrawal) 

■ FRIENDLY HOME LOAN SERVICE 
■ DRIVE-IN SERVICE 8:30 TO 6 

CLOSED WEDNESDAY 

■ FREE PARKING RAMP ON 
BENTON 

The 
Golden 
Shield ... 
since 1882 

SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
77 South Broadway • Aurora. Illinois 60607 • 892-8901 
1977 West Galena Blvd. • Aurora. Illinois 60506 • 892-2727 
506 Countryside Center• Yorkville. Illinois 60560 • 553-5888 



THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 

460 GARFIELD. AURORA. ILLINOIS 60~06 TELEPHONE TWINOAK.S 6-9782 

April 5, 1978 

The Aurora YMCA Board of Directors and Staff welcome you 
to the Pro/Am Racquetball Tournament: 

We are proud to have been selected as the site for this 
years Chicagoland Pro Tour stop. The Pro stop is not 
new to Aurora. The YMCA hosted the Tour in November of 
1974 and again in January of 1976. 

Along with our other 7 courts, the Aurora YMCA features 
the worlds first 3 wall glass court which will allow the 
500 plus spectators an exciting close-up look at racquet­
ball at its best from the top players in the country. 

Excitement is the name of the game here in Aurora. One 
can easily see the first effects of the $200,000 building 
renovation progrsm now underway. Construction will begin 
shortly on an 8 lane, 25 meter pool with balcony seating 
for 400. Future plans include a fitness center and add­
itional racquetball courts. The entire program is design­
ed to meet the recreational needs of our community, and 
frankly, we like showing it off to you. 

Again, welcome and good luck. 

Robert F. Richardson 
President 

Thomas A. Rusch 
Executive Director 

/· ..,,,, 

SERVING THE FOX VALLEY COMMUNITY SINCE 1869 



Don Fabian 
Referees 

Davis Offutt 
Advertising 

Jim Crea 
Equipment 

Aurora YMCA 
Pro-Am Tournament 

Committee 

Kathy Schroeder 
Hospitality 

Jim Stotz 
Tournament Director 

Sara Kohlert 
Registration 

The Entire Tournament Staff is at Your 
Disposal to Make Your Stay in Aurora 

an Enjoyable One. Can We Help? 

Benn Eilert 
Floor Management 

Sam Silva 
Ushers 

John McKee 
Tickets 



••••••••••••••••••• 
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. ·-· ............... . 
Twin-County Concrete Corporation is pleased to announce 

the sponsorship and management of Bobby Bolan & Don Thomas. 
Good Luck to these two outstanding athletes in the 

Pro Tour, and best wishes to the Aurora YMCA 
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Marty Hogan 
Date of Birth: 1-22-58 

Home Town: 
St. Louis, Missouri 
Year on Tour: Third 

Handedness: Right 

Racquet: Leach 

Pro Victories: 1973-77 (11) 
1975-76 (2): 
Vermont-October; 
Milwaukee-February 
1976- 77 (9): 
Edmonton-September; 
Vermont-October; 
Ft. Lauderdale-December: 
Las Vegas-January; 
Houston-February; 
Denver-March; 
Chattanooga-March; 
Southfield-April; 
Lombard-April; 

Prize Money 1976-77: $22,000 

Game Style: Power; Serve and 
Shoot. Watch for power drive 
serves to both sides; He's the 
game's hardest hitter; Will go for 
the kill shot at any point on the 
court, with either forehand, 
backhand or overhead. Good 
anticipation, not afraid to dive. 
Note he gives plenty of room to 
opponent. Emotional on the 
court, doesn't mind mixing it up 
with referee, fans. Can actually 
mis-hit a ball for a winner due to 
velocity. He's the man to beat in 
any tournament. No lead is safe 
against him. 
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Charlie 
Brumfield 
Date of Birth: 6-9-48 
Home Town: 
San Diego, California 

Year on Tour: Fifth 

Handedness: Right 

Racquet: Leach 

Pro Victories: 1973- 77 (9) 
1973-74 (1): 
Milwaukee-March 
1974-75 (3): 
Lansing-February; 
Milwaukee-March; 
Las Vegas-April 
(National Championships) 
1975-76 (5): 
Denver-September; 
Tucson-December; 
Aurora/January; 
Peoria-May; 
San Diego-June 
(National Championships) 

Prize Money 1976-77: $6,725 

Game Style: Control. Not as 
hard a hitter as some, but still 
has the ability. Watch for 
medium speed drive serves with 
plenty of Z's. Will try and force 
ceiling ball rally. Likes to drive 
the ball cross court. Great 
rapport with fans, tries to get 
them involved. Can out-think 
anybody on the court. Still and 
always a player to watch. 



Northgate Shopping Center 
924 North Lake Street 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 

WHERE THE CUSTOMER IS RANKED #1" 

Court-Pac 

A 
Unique 

Insurance 
Package For 

Indoor Court Facilities 

S & S Insurance Agency, Inc. 

570 East Higgins Road 
Elk Grove VIiiage, llllnols 60007 
(312) 439-3030 

DENNY LEE 

312 - 897-2322 

INC 

"46 Years of /11re,:riry" 
15 SO. STOLP AVENUE 

AURORA, ILLINOIS 60504 
897-9288 

REALTOR® 
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Davey 
Bledsoe 
Date of Birth: 3-7-51 

Home Town: 
Kingsport, Tennessee 

Year on Tour: Fourth 

Handedness: Right 
Racquet: Wilson 
Pro Victories: 1973-77 (2) 
1976-77 (2): 
Newport Beach-May: 
San Diego-June 
(National Championships) 

Prize Money 1976-77: $10,175 

Game Style: Power: S$rve and 
Shoot. Will generally use drive 
serve to both sides, mixed with 
hard Z-serves to the backhand; 
Power second only to Hogan. 
Speed and court coverage best 
in the game. Front court game 
can't be beat. Pet shot 
forehand right corner kills. Plays 
well under pressure. Will take 
seemingly low percentage, 
deep court kill attempts. Plays 
strictly offense. Was surprise 
winner of '77 Nationals. 

-



Church Hill Lounge 
"Sandwiches Served Until Midnight" 

Two drinks for price of one 

a Copley Newspaper 
"Dedicated to 

Community Service" 

with Tournament Ticket Stub or Players Pass. 

t 
N 
I 

EAST-WEST TOLLWAY 

lO 
C\J 

~ 
a: 

INDIAN TR. 

CHURCHILL 
LOUNGE 

101 S. River St. 
Aurora 

115 W. State St. 
Geneva 

819 W. Route 34 
Plano 

Phone: 897-4241 
For Home Delivery 

Daily Area 
Sports Coverage 

GUNTER'S 

228 West Main St. Charles 

Complete line of_ 

Racquetball • 
Equipment 

By - Leach • Bata • Seamco 
Also a complete line of 

year round tennis and ski apparel 

FOR THE BEST SElECTKJN 

OF SKI ANO TENNIS 

EQUIPMENT IN THE AREA 

584-7100 

Professional Services 

done 24 hours or less 
1 * Racquet Restringing 
2 * Regups 
3 * Patching 



Steve Serot 
Date of Birth: 2-13-56 

Home Town: 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Year on Tour: Fifth 

Handedness: Left 

Racquet: Leach 
Pro Victories: 1973-77 (4) 
1973-74 (2): 
Houston-September; 
Chicago-April 
1974-75 (2): 
Vancouver-November; 
Aurora-January 

Prize Money 1976-77: $2,300 

Game Style: Serve and Shoot. 
Although classified as a shooter, 
he doesn't have the offensive 
serve thaf most shooters do. 
Greatest retriever in the game, 
by far best diver. Tends to get 
banged up due to amount of 
time spent on floor. Can shoot 
from anywhere on the court. 
Regained confidence would be 
big help. Still a gallery favorite. 

Jerry Hilecher 
Date of Birth: 7-20-54 

Home Town: 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Year on Tour: Fifth 

Handedness: Right 

Racquet: Ektelon 
Pro Victories: 1973-77 (1) 
1976-77 (1): 
Sacramento-September 
Prize Money 1976-77: $6,800 

Game Style: Serve and Shoot. 
One of the hardest hitters with a 
booming drive serve, his biggest 
asset. Will hit hard, drives to both 
sides, looking for aces or weak 
returns. Likes to shoot his 
forehand during the rally, uses 
the backhand for ceiling 
defense. Can handcuff 
opponent if serve Is on. Not 
afraid to dive and does it well. Is 
tough in any tournament. 



JOHN B. NORRIS 
RECREATION CENTER 

377-1405 

Memberships and Pool Passes Available 
50 Meter 

Swimming Pool 

4 

Air-Conditioned 

Tennis Courts 

Swim Lessons Diving Lessons 
a. Children 3 & older w.S.T. Retraining 
b. Adults 

Lifesaving 
Scuba Diving Water Safety Instruction 

Handicapped Swim Instruction 

3 

Air-Conditioned 

Handball/Racquetball 

Courts Racquetball Lessons 
Tennls Lessons a. Men 
a. Men b. Women 
b. Women 
C. Mixed 

-""'':""-

d. ChildrenJ~t 9 

Register at the John B. Norris Recreation Center, north of 64 on Dunham Road. 

1580 ON YOUR AM DIAL 

FROM AURORA 

LTD'S 
WELCOME 

YE OLD 
RACQUETBALLERS 

Lunches From: 11 :00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Monday - Saturday 

Happy Hour: 4:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 

½ Price - Mixed Drinks 

NEW YORK ST.c!i/iJ :TD'S 
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Richard 
Wagner 
Date of Birth: 2-11-56 

Home Town: 
San Diego, California 

Year on Tour: Fourth 

Handedness: Right 
Racquet: Leach 

Pro Victories: 1973-77 (1) 
1975-76 (1): 
Buffalo-March 
Prize Money 1976-77: $4,975 

Game Style: Primarily serve and 
shoot, with a hedge toward 
control. Doesn't have the big 
serve like most shooters, but kills 
off the back wall as well as any. 
Backhand tends to be more 
consistent than forehand. Runs 
with speed and quickness 
second only to Bledsoe. 
Matches well against control 
players, has trouble with big 
hitters. Watch for forehand right 
corner kills and straight-in 
backhand kills. 

Ben Koltun 
Date of Birth: 2-3-58 

Home Town: 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Year on Tour: Second 

Handedness: Right 
Racquet: Leach 
Pro Victories: None 
(1975 National Juniors 
Champion) 
Prize Money 1976-77: $2,175 

Game Style: Serve and Shoot, 
mixed with control. Likes to go 
for the ace with drives serves to 
both sides, especially to the 
right. Retrieves well, and can 
shoot the back wall especially 
well. Lacks the offensive punch 
of those above him. Has plenty 
of ability, is smooth hitter. Needs 
confidence to move up. Plays 
the power players well. 

Craig McCoy 
Date of Birth: 2-20-57 
Home Town: 
Riverside, California 

Year on Tour: Fourth 
Handedness: Left 

Racquet: Leach 
Pro Victories: None 

Prize Money 1976-77: $5,125 

Game Style: Power. Serve and 
Shoot. Likes to hit the hard Z 
serve to both sides, has super Z 
to the forehand. Will mix In drives 
down either line. Fluid strokes 
make him look slower than he is. 
Can power near the top when he 
wants. One of the best 
tie-breaker players on tour. 
Needs that big win to be 
consistent semi-finalist. Can get 
hot, especially with forehand, left 
corner kills. 
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Rankings and Earnings 

(As of March 20, 1978) 
Current All Time Career Earnings Men 
Official Men's 
Rankings 1 . Marty Hogan, St. Louis $54,190 

1. Marty Hogan, 
2. Charlie Brumfield, San Diego 39,600 

St. Louis 
2. Charlie Brumfield, 

3. Steve Serot, St. Louis 21,350 San Diego 
3. Davey Bledsoe, 4. Davey Bledsoe, Kingsport, Tenn. 20,250 

Kingsport, Tenn. 
4. Steve Serot, 5. Steve Keeley, Haslett, Mich 18,450 

St. Louis 
5. Richard Wagner, 

6. Jerry Hilecher, St. Louis 15,720 
San Diego 

6. Jerry Hilecher, 7. Steve Strandemo, San Diego 15,610 
St. Louis 

7. Ben Koltun, 
8. Richard Wagner, San Diego 15,015 

St. Louis 
8. Craig McCoy, 9. Craig McCoy, Riverside, Cal. 10,805 

Riverside, Cal. 
9. Jay Jones, 10. Bill Schmidtke, Minneapolis 6,506 

Los Angeles 
10. Steve Keeley, 

11 . Ben Koltun, St. Louis 6,425 
Haslett, Mich. 

11. Mike Yellen, 12. Mike Zeitman, Memphis 5,375 
Southfield, Mich. 

12. Jerry Zuckerman, 13. Jay Jones, Los Angeles 5,025 
St. Louis 

13. Mark Morrow, 14. Mark Morrow, Los Angeles 3,750 
Los Angeles 

14. (Tie) Steve Strandemo, 15. Ron Rubenstein, Chicago 2,885 
San Diego 
David Fleetwood, 
Memphis 

16. Steve Chase, 
Phoenix 

17. Steve Mondry, 
San Diego 

18. Jim Owen, 
Denver 

19. Randy Stafford, 
Memphis 

20. Mike Zeilman, 
Memphis 



Groo_ms, here's you're last 
chance to go free! 

When 5 or more men 
in your wedding party 

rent from Gingiss you're 

"Tuxedo Rental Is Free" 

Gingiss 
Formalwear 

Fox Valley Center, Aurora 
851-7807 

Northgate Shopping Center, Aurora 
897-8108 

Mexican food good, 
plentiful at LaFiesta 

(Editor's note: This column is written after 
a single, anonymous visit to an area restau­
rant by one of The Beacon-News staff writ­
e rs. Because hours and menus may 
change, readers are urged to call ahead.) 

As a break from the hamburger routine, 
LaFiesta offers some excellent lunch bar­
gains. 

Three of us were seated and served 
promptly. 

One headed for the buffet, recently 
begun during the lunch hour. For $2.65 
($3.95 for the dinnertime equivalent), he 
had a choice of salads (cactus salad was a 
surprise treat), vegetable dishes and the 
makings for tacos and tostados. 

A buffet hostess is handy to help the 
novice assemble a meal and explain the 
dishes. Those offerings will change weekly, 
owner Hector Labra said. 

Two of us ordered dinners - burritos at 
$3.80 and came adobado (a marinated 
steak) at $5. 75. 

Dinners come with a choice of extras, 
including Mexican rice, refried beans, salad 
and "gringo" offerings such as trench fries 
and onion rings. 

Carmen Labra of LaFiesta helps Gary Assel at the buffet. 

Two large burritos made up one plate; 
burritos are offered with pork, beef or veg­
etarian filling. The vegetarian filling was 
frijoles refritos (refried beans) with cheese. 
• The steak was a large strip steak, tender 
and nicely marinated although a bit rare for 
a "medium'' order. It was a delicious re­
minder that Mexican cuisine ranges far 
beyond tacos. 

The rice was flavorful, tomato-flavored 
and spicy. The refried beans were good 
quality. 

A small salad was the twin of that served 
in most restaurants in Mexico - iceberg 
lettuce and tomato with no dressing. It 
serves as a good counterpoint to the spici­
ness of much Mexican food. 

Tecate beer was served properly, in the 
can with a wedge of lime. What the waitress 
described as "dark beer'' turned out to be 
Dos Equios, dark in color but with a light 
flavor. 

The service was top-notch throughout 
the meal, even though our waitress wore a 
"trainee" pin on her lapel. 

The menu offers about a dozen Mexican 

dinner entrees and American specialties. 
Dinners often provide more than you may 

want to eat for lunch, but there are daily 
lunch specials as well as the buffet. That is 
scheduled to be served Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. 

Prompt service also helps make 
LaFiesta a good lunch bet. We were in and 
out within an hour without feeling rushed. 
We could have departed sooner, but the 
buffet diner went back for a third plateful. 

LaFlesta is at 706 Edison Ave. In Au­
rora, Just off Church Road. It Is closed 
Mondays. 



Off the beaten path, 
no long lines 

just fast 
efficient 

banking service. 

BANK OF 

NORTH AURORA 

200 W. JOHN STREET 
NORTH AURORA. ILLINO!S60542 

312/859·3400 
MEMBER FDIC 

RUDDY BROS., INC. 
SINCE 1882 

cr/Jontiactois an'd- 0nrineeis 

AURORA YMCA BUILDING RENOVATION UNDER THE DIRECTION OF RUDDY BROS., INC. 

AIRPORT ROAD AND ALDER STREET 

NORTH AURORA, ILLINOIS 60542 

TELEPHONE (312) 897-8691 

I 



Jay Jones 
Date of Birth: 1-31-43 

Home Town 
Los Angeles. California 

Year on Tour: Second 
Handedness: Right 

Racquet: Leach 
Pro Victories: None 
Prize Money 1976-77: $2,275 

Game Style: Combines control 
with some serve and shoot. 
Likes to use the hard, drive 
serves and some z·s. Is 
offensive with his forehand and 
defensive with backhand. Likes 
to shoot forehand off the back 
wall. Excellent concentration, 
and knows the percentages. Will 
play conservative and wait for 
his shots. In superb shape due 
to rigors of off-the-court 
employment (professional stunt 
man). 

Steve Keeley 
Date of Birth: 2-8-49 

Home Town: 
Lansing, Michigan 

Year on Tour: Fifth 

Handedness: Right 

Racquet: Leach 
Pro Victories: 1973-77 (3) 
1973-74 (1): 
Long Beach-October 
197 4-75 (2): 
Oceanside-September; 
Livonia-December 

Prize Money 1976-77: $2,875 

Game Style: Control. Another 
percentage player from the old 
school, Keeley does not have 
the power of most of the players 
ranked above him. Still has 
picture-book strokes, superb 
concentration, and great eye 
contact. Can shoot well when he 
wants to. Good retriever, heady 
player. Best shots are forehand 
right corner kill and backhand 
left corner kill. Watch for 
garbage and Z serves, even 
some backhand lobs. Will also 
hit around-the-wall balls to 
supplant ceilings. 

Mike Yellen 
Date of Birth: 2-3-60 

Home Town: 
Southfield, Michigan 

Year on Tour: First 

Handedness: Right 

Racquet: Ektelon 

Pro Victories: None 

Prize Money 1976-77: $200 

Game Style: Control A r?oki~ 
who had some early surprises in 

pro action a year ago. Plays the 
percentage game, with 
emphasis on passing, c_ross. 
court and wide angle. Hits drive 
and Z seNes. varying speeds. 
Youngest player on tour which 
could hurt. Needs experience. 



"Look What's Coming To Bloomingdale" 

-----Sight or the ht Racquetball E,,ryone Ladder Tournament -----

• Elgfll climate co,,e,oll9d handtMII, ,.,cq~tblll courlt 

• Ss,Kloul ht1u1klwt ~no- •nd ...S.Wlr,g 0-11..., 

• HonNhoe •"'-~ c.out.11 bar with rwo ••Y n,..-. 
• ComP111 a..o,..1 tnd I .. Mn pu,gr1nu 

e E..1t1 l11g1 co-Id vthhlpoot room, 

• M.,,•, •I'd women', m.-..~ 1oom1 . 

• All~td nurMI)' tYou~ c.hUd,~ pt•y •hllt you~-,, 
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• Fulh -aul~ p,o 1nop 1na recq~t 19f\ltl. 

• e..,1., bird p,og,1m1, 

• Mon1ru, club pa,a .. 4 

I P1110n.l tnemberv\lp Ufdt 

• Junior P,OQllffl.l (INQ~ Ind__,,., 

1C'hallW99 l.edrcMon In 111 dlwltlon.t 

• Ctub lourn.m.nt 
• Co~tla lntln,cllonel INIQU., 

• 5,p,ect,1,,,,noeme,nu on oorl)Oflllon ~nhl~. 

~ 
o 1.••a :.rnu, rnovn ,01 

ARUV TRAI\. ROAO 

\ 

A PERFECT FAMILY RecrHllon center 

• COME IN AHO SEE USI 
Wt would lih lo lnlroduc:. you to our club •ncl lho• you how..,, It It to P'•t' r~tba.11 

KILLSHOT LTD., 321 E~••t■r Dr •• lltoomlngd■ lo, Ill. 10101, Phono: 113·1575 

:SINCE 1924 IN .AURORA 

t 
>J 

FRAZIER & EVANS INC. 

WITH I· INS.URA-N.c~m 
ASK BOB OR KEN SUNDLOF 

"l!PRl!ll!NTINO 
• A■tn.l Life A Cnuatty 

e Aetna lnaurance Co. • Harttord lneu,- Co. 
e United Ila ... f1N 

• Comm■tc.fal Union 
e e SL Paul Fire 6 Marine 
e Contlnenlaf lnaurance Co. 

• WHtfteld Int. Co, 

Z LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 

AURORA YORKVILLI! 

TW 7-9124 553-6666 
44 W. DOWNER COUNTAYSIDI! CNTR 

. "~,.t .. _l~~~ .. ~~ •~ .-:~P' re• ... , ·•;= 

_,.;..,;~.;..;:....Jll,IA .... ;.... __ .;·•~·.:.' .i.._ ................ --'•-...::·'~·~·:_;... .... .:.,.~·~·..:.;~u:i~,1,1.11~£1~'1ililil 
• 4fA 

44 W. DOWNER (FRAZIER BUILDINO) 



Mark Morrow 
Date of Birth: 6-21-52 

Home Town: 
Los Angeles, California 

Year on Tour: Second 

Handedness: Right 

Racquet: Leach 
Pro Victories: None 

Prize Money 1976-77: $1,500 

Game Style: Power, Serve and 
Shoot. Strong as a bull, he'll 
drive the ball both ways on 
serves, use Z's occasionally. 
Likes to shoot his forehand, 
sometimes backhand. Great 
desire, one of the more vocal 
players. A year under his belt 
should aid concentration and 
consistency. 

( 

Steve 
Strandemo 
Date of Birth: 3-4-48 

Home Town: 
San Diego, California 

Year on Tour: Fifth 

Handedness: Right 

Racquet: Ektelon 
Pro Victories: 1973-77 (1) 
1974-75 (1): 
Sunnyvale-January 

Prize Money 1976-77: $4,625 

Game Style: Control. Plays the 
percentage game, uses steady 
Z serves to force ceiling rally. 
Likes to stay upstairs and take 
percentage shots. Tends to play 
closer than most. Will shoot his 
backhand off ceiling balls. 
Good retriever. Has history of 
good early seasons. In top 
physical condition. Outstanding 
student of the game. 

Steve Chase 
Date of Birth: 8-25-51 

Home Town: 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Year on Tour: Second 

Handedness: Right 

Racquet: Leach 

Pro Victories: None 

Prize Money 1976-77: $950 

Game Style: Control. A year's 
experience should aid. Plays 
control, although not afraid to 
shoot, especially his forehand. 
Steady game, not prone to 
mistakes. Lacks the offensive 
punch to break into top 1 o. Can 
be tough when serving well. 



We're Here • • • an~_ Growing 

GENEVA PARK DISTRICT'S 

SUNSET PARK RECREATION CENTER 
NOW: 2 Rc1cquetball Court 

S a u n a 
Nursery 

\LN\1 T P"R._. 
\\C'\lt'rn .\H \>'\(\IIR,.., "\I -

Ruulc- 11 

SOON TO COME: 
Complete Recreation Center 

4 More Court 
Complete Health Club 
Whirlpools and Saunas 

New Locker Rooms 
Spectator Seating Lounge 
Meeting Rooms Gymnasiums 

Member hip Now Available 
Call 232-7867 for information 

Aurora's oldest 
most reliable 
independent 

source for 
all your 

insurance needs 

McWETHY BROTHERS INC. 
540 West Galena Blvd., Aurora, Illinois 60506 
(312) 897-4296 



LOOKING LIKE A PRO 
IS HALF THE FUN! 

GOOD LUCK 
from 

JEMM'S 
OIS FOR MIN, WOMIN & CHILDR 

1.0-1'2 N. YOU 11., IUlHUlll Sl0,'676 

Sc-wen .. Wuer .. Excavuing .. Demolition 

~~ 1135 S. Lake Street 

~~ Aurora, Illinois 60507 

CONSTRUCTION CO. Phone 892-4208 

I I 

INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

OLSSON 
On Top Since - 1914 

Association Members: 
NRCA - MRCA - DI RCA - References 

740 SOUTH LAKE STREET 
AURORA, ILLINOIS 60506 

892-0449 

WAYNE CIRCUITS INC. 

PRINTED CIRCUIT 
SPECIALISTS 

FOX INDUSTRIAL PARK 
106 E. BEAVER 

YORKVILLE, ILLINOIS 60560 
312 / 553-0211 



BUSINESS & PERSONAL INSURANCE 

WEST AURORA PLAZA - AETNA BUILDING 

21 1 1 PLUM STREET AURORA. ILLINOIS 

TELEPHONE: 897-4239 

VINCE A. KONEN WILLIAM 0. GOSSELIN 

''The Cut Above'' 
HAIR STUDIO 

Men & Women's Hairstyling 
Sherry Palmer 
61 S. Stolp 

PHONE TWtNOAKS 2-!5!514 

ROBERT C. FINLEY. JR. 

Call for Appointment 
892-1555 

THE CHAMPIONSHIP LINE OF 
RACQUETBALL RACQUETS 

◄ 

311 ASHLAND AVENUE 
AURORA, ILLINOIS 60!538 

FACTORY REPRESENTATIVE: ILLINOIS, INDIANA, WISCONSIN 



ri McKee Door 
McKee Door Company 

A complete line of 

Wood - Steel - Fiberglas - Aluminum 

Overhead Doors. 

Electric Operators and Radio Controls 

For Residential - Commercial - Industrial 

24 Hour Service For All Doors 

897-4256 

McKee Door Sales 
&Service 
McKH Door Sales 
& Service 

100 Han'tes A,cnue 
Auro,a IL 60507 

OPEN SUNDAY AM 

• BUILDERS HARDWARE 
• PAINT & PAINTERS' SUPPLIES 
• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING SUPPLIES 
• GLASS • SAW SHARPENING 
• PET SUPPLIES • BICYCLES 
• GARDEN SHOP 
• LAWN MOWERS - ROJO-TILLERS 
• GIFTS & HOUSEWARES 
• SCOTT'S LAWN PROGRAM CENTER 
• PIPE CUTTING - THREADING 

TW 7-9227 
OPEN SUNDAY 9 A.M. - 12:30 P.M. 

MON. & FIii. 9 A.M. TO 9 P.M. 
TUES., WED & THURS. 9 A.M .• 6 P.M. 

SAT. 9 A.M. TO _,,30 PM. 

ACE PAINTS & COLOR BAR 

"DO-IT-YOURSELF" 
"ACE HAS EVERYTHING" 

ACE HARDWARE 
994 N. LAKE AURORA 

TRAVEL 
AGENCY 

• AIRLINES 
• CRUISES 
• TOURS 
• AMTRAK 
• CAR RENTAL 
• MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

Complete Travel Arrangements 
Domestic & International 

553-5511 

206 5. BRIDGE STREET 

YORKVILLE, ILLINOIS 60560 

Welcome Player 
to the City of Lights 

Tortilleria La Michoacana 

Mexican Bakery 
Corn Tortillas 

Corn Shell 
Corn Mesa 

Carnitas BBQ Mexican Style 

363 N. Farnsworth Ave. 
Aurora, Ill. 

HOURS: 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. Daily 



~ AURORA ~ 

~~iJt~~~~~~~~r~~ 

RUGS - FURNITURE & DRAPERY CLEANERS 
801 E. GALENA BLVD 

CALL 898-3421 

Consolidated Cable Utilities, Inc. 

"3 OAK AVINUI • AURORA, llllNOIS 60506 

897-228G 

AURO,!A' S CABLE •r.1:.:1,<;VlSION 

Al,L 

HOHE IlOX OFFICE SEHV1CE 
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IN THE HEART OF THE CLOVERLEAF 

COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL 
INVESTMENTS-

PRIME TOLLWAY 
LOCATIONS 

PRESTBURY GOLF CLUB 
In the beautiful Village of Prestbury 

Semi-private 
League play welcomed 

Edward Braunsky 
Club Manager 

466-4177 

JOHN L. ARDELEAN 

State Farm Insurance Companies 

Auto - Life - Fire - Health - Business 

Pension And Profit-Sharing 

Rt. 1, Box 111, Aurora Avenue 

Aurora, Illinois 

892-6466 

Top Namos L1.:i:o 

* SEAMCO •LEACH 

Equipment & Accessories 

• RACQUETS • BALLS • SHOES 
• BALL SAVERS • GLOVES 

• CLOTHING • BAGS 
• EYE PROTECTORS 

HAYDEN'S 
SPORT CENTERS 

ELGIN-1N-...AUAOAA 



FORD IN r-··· • ·­
AURORA 

COMPLETE TRANSPORTATION CENTER 
~ CAR & TRUCK ~ HEAVY DUTY 

SALES & SERVICE TRUCK SALES & SERVICE 

~ RENT•A·CAR LEASING~ AUTHORIZED 
PARTS JOBBER 

ON( Of 

DIRECT LINE TO PARTS DEPT 
851-5353 

AURORA'S MOST COMPLETELY EQUIPPED MODERN BODY SHOPS 

~~i'U•l,Ji:t 851-5000 ~ AURORA f INC. · 24 HOUR .TOWING SERVICE 
1 ◄01 NORTH FARNSWORTH AURORA, ILL 

••• • •• 

BIG& ~~~ 

17 S. BROADWAY 

AU RORA, ILLINOIS 60504 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
TELEPHONE: 312/896-7670 

r--------------1 
I TENNIS AND RACQUETBALL I 

HEADQUARTERS ~ I 

RACQUETS, ---:~ BALLS 

AND 

EXPERT 

RESTRINGING 

:... • ~~ I .'.. f / "~ 

' 

• This Ad Worth 
20% Discount 

On Racquets 
Restringing 

~/ 

t ~ ' OUTDOO'ftSMAI 
SPORTING GOODS CO. 

232-4680 
l 05 WEST ST ATE STREET 

GENEVA 

______________ J 

7k c;1asi~ Court 
Rat>1uet6all C!u6 
and 9tadwn 

eso 8. Roosevelt Road 
fi)m/;ard, --.!9/!inois 6014e 

312-62{}-33(}0 



Geneva Construction Co. 
• 

ASPHALT PAVING 

• 
AURORA, ILLINOIS 

PHONE 892-4357. 

~ Servicing Our Customers 
~ Complete Printing Needs 

ECO NO-COPY 
Fast Printing 
Document Reproduction 
Office and Factory Forms 

METROPOLITAN GRAPHICS 
Art . . Creative Design 
Typesetting ... Brochures 
Catalogs ... Publication Printing 

MAILINGS 
Direct Mail Advertising 
Dealer Support Mailings 

55 SOUTH LAKE STREET • AURORA. ILLINOIS 60506 

TELEPHONE 897-1136 

212 N. Lake St. C 
AURORA, ILL. 

Get In The Swing With ... 

PHONE 

897-1168 

C
TheQuiet 

ompany 

Compliments of: 
Roeder Associates 
Northwestern Mutual Life Ins. Co. 
407 W. Galena Blvd., Aurora, Illinois, 60506 

(312) 897-4671 

William C. Roeder Jr., General Agent 
Lawrence E. Dimond Donald W. Plumley 
William C. Roeder Sr. James M. Chesney 
INing L. Vickers C.L.U. Robert C. Marlatt 
Charles R. Solberg R. William Price 
Norman L. Hessel Terry Theisen 
Kenneth D. Ireland Keith A. Ritchel 



anew 
of count action 

Warping, rotting, sanding and refinishing 
are elements of the past. Low 
maintenance and long life are here with 
DYNATURF'S revolutionary synthetic 
racquetball surface. These features will 
prove favourable to your investment 
time and time again. 

Shin splints, dead spots and inconsistant 
ball bounce are virtually eliminated. 
DYNATURF is a resiliant synthetic 
elastomer finished with a smooth 
urethane sealer. DYNATURF permits 
foot slide, quick movement and 
sudden change of direction 
without pull on knees and legs that can 

• 

1• 

result from a hard surface. 

With twice the durability of wood, 
DYNATURF for racquetball is available 
in a full range of colors and 
color combinations. 

DYNATURF for racquetball. 
The revolution begins now. 

The 

Z,,11ATd. 
Company 

P.O. Box 2479 
Columbus, Ohio 43216 
614/294-3776 



Rules and Regulations 

Ranking The Players 
The N.R.C. has devised an 
elaborate system of ranking the 
professional players. This 
system is based on a number of 
criteria, all of which are directed 
toward obtaining the most 
accurate reflection of the current 
skills of each player. 

From this ranking the official 
draw for each tournament is 
conducted. The ref ore, the key to 
a player's position in the draw in 
each tournament is largely 
dependent on his current 
ranking. 

One of the goals of the N.R.C.'s 
ranking system is to accurately 
reflect the current abilities of 
each player. This conforms to 
the N.R.C.'s feeling that to allow 
players to build up tournament 
credentials over months and 
years would be unfair to those 
new players attempting to break 
into the higher ranks. 

There are five categories, each 
counting 20% of the total from 
which the rankings are 
determined. These categories 
are labeled as follows: "Prize 
Money," "Total Points Earned," 
"Average Points Earned," 
"Percentage of Victories," and 
"Current Season." Let's explore 
each one. 

Prize Money 
This category is self explanatory. 
The amount of prize money 
earned by each player is added 
up after each event, and this 
cumulative total then represents 
each player's amount. The 
players are then ranked within 
this category, from highest 
amount of prize money earned to 
lowest, and each player is given 
his or her corresponding 
number, i.e. 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc. 
depending on how much money 
has been earned. 

Total Points Earned 
The N.R.C. awards points based 
on performance, per round.in 
each tournament. The 
tournament winner receives 12 
points, the runner-up 9, 
semi-finalists 7, quarter-finalists 
5, round of 16 losers 3, and 
round of 32 losers 1. These 
points are then accumulated by 
each individual, similar to prize 
money and each player is given 
his corresponding number 
depending on where he r'anks 
within this category. 

Average Points Earned 
In this category points are 
awarded similar to the "Total 
Points Earned" category except 
that the points are taken as an 
average per tournament played, 
rather than a cumulative total. In 
this way players who are forced 
to miss tournaments due to injury 
or illness are not treated totally 
without mercy by the system. 

Percentage of Victories 
Similarly, this category Is an 
average, as all percentages are. 
Here the total number of 
matches played by each player 
(beginning with the round of 32 
in men and round of 16 in 
women) is tabulated with the 
number of victories. These totals 
are then added together and the 
percentage is taken. 

In each of the above criteria, only 
the most recent five N.R.C. tour 
events are tabulated. 

With this in mind the overriding 
regulation concerning the 
ranking system is that only the 
most recent five tournaments are 
counted. In this way, a five 
tournament rotation system is 
established whereby those 
players currently playing well will 
be justly rewarded by a better 

ranking by those not doing as 
well. 

For an example, if Mr. Ace Serve 
was to win the first tournament of 
the season, he would be 
credited with that win throughout 
the first five events. When 
tournament number six rolls 
around, however, the 
credentials from tournament 
number one are not counted. 

Current Season 
The final category is a total of the 
first four, and is the only category 
not based on a five tournament 
rotation. Rather this category 
seNes to put some weight on 
past performance and is a 
cumulative total of the first four 
categories throughout the 
season. After each event, the 
totals of each category are 
entered onto a master category 
which keeps a running total of 
each. 

Finally, then, after each player is 
ranked within each category, the 
categories are then 
cross/added. For example, a 
player may be ranked 5 in "Prize 
Money," 4 in Total Points 
Earned," 6 in "Average Points 
Earned," 5 in "Percentage," and 
4 in "Current Season.'' This 
player's final ranking number 
(add them all together) is 24. All 
the players are added in this 
way, and wherever 24 fall in 
relation to the other players is the 
ranking. 

The lower the number, the higher 
the ranking. For example, a 
perfect total would be 5. That 
player would be first in all 
categories and a series of 1 's 
would add to 5. 



Seeding and Draw 
Due to the increasingly large 
number of entries in the 
professional divisions over the 
past few years, the N.R.C. 
decided to limit the professional 
rounds of each tournament this 
season to 32 players. 

However, since N.R.C. policy 
still allows anybody to play who 
desires to do so, there will be 
qualifying rounds the day prior to 
the tournament for these 
players. 

The N.R.C. ranks pro players on 
the basis of five criteria, - total 
points earned, average points 
earned, percentage of wins 
versus losses, prize money, and 
total for season. 

Based on that ranking system, 
the top 20 players are given an 
"exempt" status, i.e., exempt 
from qualifying. These 20 
players, plus four additional 
"at-large" exemptions chosen 
by the N.R.C. are automatically 
placed in the round of 32, once 
an entry is received from that 
player. 

The remaining entrants play off 
Wednesday for the final eight 
spots in the round of 32, which is 
played Thursday along with the 
second round. The 
quarter-finals follow Friday, the 
semi's Saturday and the finals 
Sunday. 

In tournaments where both men 
and women professional 
divisions are held, the women's 
draw is limited to 16 players, with 
1 O "exempt" based on the 
ranking system, and two 
"at-large" exemptions chosen 
by the N.R.C. A qualifying 
tournament on Wednesday 
decides the remaining four 
players to fill the 16 bracket. 

Based on the N.R.C.'s ranking 
system, the top ranked player is 
placed at the top of the draw; the 
number two ranked player 1s 
placed at the bottom of the draw. 

The third and fourth ranked 

players have their names drawn 
from a hat to determine in which 
bracket they play. 

The fifth through eighth ranked 
players have their names drawn 
from a hat to determine in which 
bracket they play. 

The ninth through 16th ranked 
players have their names drawn 
from a hat to determine in which 
bracket they play. 

The remaining 16 players (eight 
exempt and eight qualifi!:)rs) are 
drawn from a hat to determine in 
which bracket they play. 

The method accomplishes three 
general goals. First, the better 
players are strategically 
separated, making the best 
matches later in the tournament. 
Second, new tour players and 
qualifiers have a better chance, 
rather than being forced to go up 
against the top seeds every time 
as in the past. Third, the recent 
problem of repetitive match-ups 
is virtually eliminated. 

Sounds simple, doesn't it? 

Tie-Breaker 
Racquetball's tie-breaker, the 11 
point third game, was initiated 
by the N.R.C. in the Spring of 
1976 and has met with 
overwhelming acceptance on 
the parts of players, fans, and 
host facilities. 

The brainchild of the N.R.C.'s 
national director, Chuck Leve, 
the tie-breaker serves to 
accomplish a myriad of goals for 
major tournaments. Among 
them: 
• Matches are kept on 

schedule in tournament play. 
This allows for shorter 
working hours for directors, 
more accurate planning for 
spectators and players can 
now better plan their dietary 
and rest programs more 
efficiently. 

• Everyday players have a 
better chance of finishing 
their match within the allotted 

normal one hour time period 
rather than splitting two 
games and being unable to 
finish a third, thereby being 
unable to determine a winner. 

• The excitment of the match is 
enhanced. Often the third 
game (when played to 21) 
would be a long, drag-out 
affair. With the tie-breaker 
players must be "on their 
toes" from the beginning of 
the third game or it's lost. 

• Less pressure is on referees. 
Many volunteer referees 
would decline helping due to 
the potential long third game. 
With the tie-breaker, referees 
are more apt to call a 
potentially close match. 

• Underdog players, if they 
reach the tie-breaker have a 
better chance at an upset, 
making for even better 
competition. 

• Players are less apt to 
"concede" the first or second 
game, knowing the third 
game is only 11 points and 
anything might happen. 

• Players will be fresher for the 
next round, thereby testing 
racquetball skills rather than 
conditioning. 

A few rules regarding the 
tie-breaker that you should 
know: 
1. The player scoring the most 

total points in the first two 
games combined seNes first 
in the tie-breaker. 

2. If the players scored equal 
numbers of points in the first 
two games then another coin 
toss is conducted by the 
referee to determine first 
server. 

3. Players are allowed two time 
outs each during the 
tie-breaker. 

4. As with normal 21 point 
games, a one point margin is 
all that's necessary for 
victory, and many exciting 
11-1 O matches have been 
played. 



The United States Racquetball Association 

The United States Racquetball 
Association (U.S.R.A.) was 
formed by Bob Kendler in 1973. 
The responsibility of the 
Association is to govern amateur 
racquetball in the United States. 

The U.S.R.A. does many things 
behind the scenes for 
racquetball. It publishes the 
official rules of the game, 
publishes its magazine, National 
Racquetball, has affiliate 
organizations in virtually every 
state, and sponsors amateur 
tournaments, from the National 
Championships to local events. 

The U.S.R.A. rule book, which IS 

free for all U.S.R.A. members, is 
a yearly publication giving all the 
rules and regulations under 
which the game is played. For a 
free copy contact your state 
association or the U.S.R.A. 

National Racquetball, the 
monthly publication of the 
U.S.R.A. is the communications 
piece of the Association, your 
voice to what's going on within 
racquetball. National 
Racquetball is sectionalized to 
provide the subscriber with as 
much material on a variety of 
subjects within our sport as is 
possible. 

Instructional articles are the 
backbone of National 
Racquetball, with more than 20 
pages often devoted to 
improving your game. Major 
tournament results, court club 
news, interesting features and 
interviews, and a Women in 
Racquetball section are just 
some of the many interesting 
facets to this magazine. 

If you are at all "into" 
racquetball, then you should by 
all means be "into" National 

Racquetball. This publication is 
free with a yearly membership to 
the U.S.R.A. 

U.S.R.A. affiliate organizations 
began with the work of Terry 
Fancher, the U.S.R.A.'s national 
coordinator, who spent a full 
year contacting various persons 
and organizations throughout 
the nation. Terry's goal, and that 
of the U.S.R.A. was to find 
capable people everywhere, 
who would volunteer their 
services to help organize 
racquetball on the state level. 

Affiliates are encouraged to 
promote the sport in all areas, 
with special emphasis on junior 
and women players. Events 
sanctioned by state affiliates 
make them eligible for free balls, 
souvenir shirts, draw sheets, 
scorecards, rule books and 
other materials in the U.S.R.A.'s 
tournament package. 

Two dollars of each 
subscription that comes into 
the U.S.R.A. ·s treasury is 
re-imbursed to the states on 2 
per membership basis. Over 
$100,000 has been 
"re-invested" in local 
racquetball by the U.S R.A. 
through its affiliates in the pas 
two years. 

This money is used by the state: 
to further promote the game, 
write and mail newsletters, 
underwrite tournaments and in 
general, give the affiliate 
organizations part of the 
operating capital that is 
necessary for them to function. 

Many of the tournaments 
sponsored by the U.S.R.A. are of 
"major" title, including the 
National Championships in June 
each year, which culminates the 
Labor Day to Summer season. 

Additionally, the Regional 
Championships fall under the 
jurisdiction of the U.S.R.A., 
which pays the full air fare round 
trip to the Nationals for all men 
and women open singles 
winners at the Regionals. 

Every state championship is part 
of the U.S.R.A.'s far reaching 
program, as well as every local 
tournament sanctioned by the 
affiliates. 

In all over 500 tournaments a 
year fall under the U.S.R.A.'s 
jurisdiction. That's plenty of 
racquetball, - for everyone. 

The U.S.R.A. is an amateur 
organization, and sponsors only 
amateur tournaments or the 
amateur brackets of play at a 
professional tournament. No 
player who has accepted $1,000 or 
more in prize money in the past 12 
months may play in U.S.R.A. 
events. 

For further information on the 
United States Racquetball 
Association, contact their 
headquarters at 4101 Dempster 
Street, Skokie, Illinois 60076 or 
phone (312) 673-4000. 



The National Racquetball Club 

The National Racquetball Club 
(N.R.C.) actually preceeded the 
U.S.R.A., although they were 
both formed in 1973. The N.R.C. 
is the governing body of 
professional racquetball, and 
limits its efforts within this 
framework. 

The best known function of the 
N.R.C. is to organize the yearly 
professional tour, that series of 
for-prize money events, usually 
one or two a month from 
September through June. 

That tour, which began in the fall 
of 1973 with no sponsor and a 
total of $20,000 in prize money, 
now boasts three major 
sponsors, over $150,000 in prize 
money, and 12 events a season. 

The N.R.C. began pro 
racquetball back in '73 because 
the organization's president, 
Bob Kendler, saw the need for 
professional promotion of 
racquetball. Kendler felt that if 
racquetball was to ever become 
the big time sport that he felt it 
could, a pro tour was of the 
utmost importance. 

Since its inception, the N.R.C. 
through its sponsors, has given 
away over $400,000 in prizes. 
Many of the players who were a 
part of the original pro tour have 
"graduated" to other age 
categories, making room for 
today's young stars. 

One of the N.R.C.'s major goals, 
and one that could see its 
realization this season, is 
television coverage for one or 
more of the pro tour stops. The 
N.R.C. is constantly in 
communication with the major 
networks, as well as local outlets 
probing the media world in its 
efforts to see racquetball 
covered on television. 

For each of the past two years, 
the N.R.C.'s National 
Championships have been 
carried over Cable TV. As the 
sport grows and with it our 
national audience, we draw 
closer to that day when we can 
sit in our living rooms and watch 
the best competition that 
racquetball has to offer. 

The N.R.C.'s pro tour schedules 
its events geographically, for 
one, making at least one stop in 
every general area of the nation. 
Another consideration is which 
areas are racquetball "hotbeds" 
as we seek to bring the best of 
the sport to those who have 
developed an appreciation for it. 

Host facilities on the pro tour put 
in months of preparation to see 
that their stop is well attended, 
hospitable and promoted to 
bring the gospel of racquetball 
to as many as possible. 
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Annually, facilities from all over 
the nation, bid on the tour stops 
with only the best clubs in the 
most desirable areas being 
chosen as tour stop hosts. 

The N.R.C. shares the pages of 
National Racquetball magazine 
with the U.S.R.A. to keep 
racquetballers of all ages and 
persuasions abreast of the latest 
developments within the sport. 
Each tour stop is covered in 
detail, with current rankings and 
money winnings listed. 

Although the pro tour is 
highlighted by the professionals, 
the tournaments are open to any 
player who desires to try his 
game against the best. Such 
players go through a 
qualification event prior to the 
tournament, and those who 
reach the pro level can match 
their shots, on the court, with the 
tops in the game. 

For more information on the 
N.R.C., contact their national 
headquarters at 4101 Dempster 
Street, Skokie, Illinois 60076 or 
call (312) 673-4000. 



How We got Here 

Racquetball was formally 
organized by Bob Kendler only 
as recently as 1968, but it is a 
game that has captured the 
enthusiasm of physical-fitness 
minded men and women 
throughout North America. 
Foundations of our present-day 
paddleball and racquetball 
games may be found more then 
seven centuries ago. 

In an idle moment 700 years 
ago, two French monks began 
batting a ball around a 
monastery courtyard with crude 
wooden paddles. As a result, 
this impromptu game, which 
came to be known as court 
tennis, gained popularity with 
royalty and Louis X was so 
over-extended chasing balls 
that he became ill and died 
shortly after a match. Also, the 
Duke of Wellington and 
Napoleon were both reported to 
have played the game. 

While paddleball is played with a 
wooden paddle, racquetball is 
played with a strung racquet, the 
frame of which is made of wood, 
aluminum alloy, fiberglass or a 
similar combination of materials. 
Since its origin, probably in the 
1940's through the efforts of Joe 
Sobek, the popularity of the 
game of racquetball has spread 
and surpassed paddleball; 
players of all ages and both 
sexes can now be found playing 
racquetball. The increase in 
interest, facilities, and the 
addition of racquetball to the 
physical curriculum has done 
much for the promotion of the 
sport. 
Racquetball probably got its 
earliest start in 1949, the year 
Sobek was credited with 
inventing the game. The original 
name of the game was 
"paddle-rackets." Prior to that 

time Sobek had left his 
profession as a tennis and 
squash professional and was 
employed in an executive 
position in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut. Sobek had 
watched paddleball, using the 
wooden paddle, being played 
by numerous members of the 
Greenwich, Connecticut YMCA. 
Looking for a means to exercise, 
Sobek thought that paddleball 
would be a more interesting and 
entertaining game if a strung 
racket were used rather than a 
solid-faced wooden version. 
Sobek designed the kind of 
racket thought to be appropriate 
and took It to a New England 
manufacturer of tennis, squash, 
and badminton frames. With the 
new racket, Sobek started a 
group of men playing at the 
Greenwich Y. 

The sport spread rapidly from 
the Greenwich Y as players 
moved to other towns and 
introduced the sport nationwide. 
During those formative years, 
"National Championships" were 
held at the Greenwich Y in 
Connecticut and identified as 
Paddle-Rackets Championships. 

After having played many racket 
sports, Sobek felt that 
paddle-rackets had more to 
offer than any of the others. It 
proved to be a stimulating winter 
activity. Additionally, it was fun, 
gave tremendous exercise, and 
was easy to learn. Another 
advantage was that anyone, 
young or old, could step into the 
court and play the game at his 
own pace. As the game 
prospered in the 1960's and 
spread throughout many 
geographic areas, many 
different types of balls were tried 

in an experimental effort to 
discover which was the most 
satisfactory. Also. during the 
same time period the game was 
played under a variety of 
different names, such as 
"paddle-rackets," 
"paddle-tennis," and 
"paddleball." 

After official adoption of the word 
"racquetball" as the name for 
the game, people were still 
referring to the "gut" four-wall 
court game as paddleball. It was 
stressed that the ''racquet" 
spelling be used both for the 
game. racquetball, and the 
implement used, racquet, rather 
than racketball and racket. 

The fast-moving "lifetime sport" 
of racquetball is rapidly 
becoming one of the most 
popular leisure time and 
conditioning activities. Players 
of all ages are participating in 
singles, doubles, cutthroat and 
mixed doubles play. Clinics, 
leagues, and tournaments are 
being conducted, and classes in 
physical education are giving 
credit in an attempt to satisfy the 
needs of the players. The almost 
instant success of racquetball 
has caused researchers to 
conduct experiments in an 
attempt to discover new 
knowledge and scientific data 
about the game. 

In an attempt to explain why so 
many people have become 
interested in this sport, here are 
a few of the main reasons that 
have been observed: 
1 . It is easy to learn. The 

playing techniques, rules, 
and strategy are simple to 



learn, to understand, and to 
put into practice. In a very 
short time span, the beginner 
can find himself successfully 
playing the game. 

2. Immediate success is 
possible and probable. 
Returning the ball to the front 
wall after it has already 
rebounded from the front wall 
is not a difficult skill. With a 
little experience and 
instruction, a person can 
easily acquire the ability to 
return a variety of shots to the 
front wall by means of the 
many different methods 
available to him. 

3. Conditioning benefits are 
excellent. In a short period of 
time, an individual may be the 
benefactor of a vigorous 
physical workout which has 
positive results in 
cardiovascular endurance, 
muscular endurance, 
coordination, agility, and 
reaction and response time. 
Muscular strength, flexibility, 
balance, power and speed 
are also challenged by 
racquetball. 

4. Psychosocial values are 
high. The opportunities for 
emotional growth are great in 
racquetball. One may 
experience opportunities to 
control or release outbursts 
of temper as well as being 
afforded opportunities to 
relieve emotional tensions. 
Self confidence and social 
interaction found in 
fellowship with one's 
companions can be very 
rewarding. In doubles, 
cooperation and teamwork 
are requisites to success. 

5. Skills are easily transferred 
from other sports. 
Handball, tennis, badminton, 
squash, table tennis and 
paddleball are a few of the 
sports which have many 
elements in common with 
racquetball. The skills, rules, 
and strategies are very 
similar and have common 
values. 

6. Safety hazards are few. One 
must remember not to 
over-exert oneself initially, to 
"warm-up" properly and to 
wear a racquet safety thong 
around the wrist in order to 
avoid injuring the opponent 
by striking him with a loose 
racquet during play. 

* * * * * 
The statistical growth of 
racquetball is astounding. From 
a mere 50,000 players in 1970 
the number of participants 
swelled to an amazing 5.5 million 
in September of 1977. With so 
many new people taking up the 
game, it is nearly impossible to 
keep up with the rise in 
popularity the sport is 
experiencing. 

Five years ago, there were only 
two private court clubs in 
existence in North America. The 

Credits: 
"History of Racquetball," Fancher. Terry. 
"Success of Racquetball-Here's Why," 
Alexander, R. and Matthews, Bill. 

number grew to 80 in two years, 
then 220 clubs. Today, there are 
over 700 with almost as many in 
the planning stages. In addition, 
the YMCAs , JCC's, military 
installations and community 
recreation centers across the 
country have numerous courts 
for participation and are adding 
more. 

The sale of racquetballs was a 
lowly 228,000 in 1970 and now 
12 million are sold annually. 
Prize money on the NRC pro tour 
has doubled every year 
beginning with a $25,000 limited 
tour in 1974. There seems to be a 
virtually limitless increase to the 
numbers of players and amount 
of equipment to be sold in the 
coming years. With expanded 
interest from television 
coverage, sponsorship and 
promotion, racquetball certainly 
seems to be the game of the next 
decade. 



7new reasons 
why Vittert•s still 

the best. 

Vittert 

2 new racquets plus 5 new improvements 

I 
available now at your favorite pro shop , 

a member of Brown Group, Inc. L!l 710 Orange Street, Ashland, Ohio 44805 






