















































then run the seminar complete with
organized play,” Eleanor says.

She also attended the Northwest
Recreation Racquetball Association’s
Fifth Annual Retreat this fall to present
the Courthouse’s seniors program to
club owners, managers, and employees.

Her biggest concern now is that as the
seniors program grows it might become
a monetary drain on the Courthouse’s
racquetball budget. But Eleanor has a
plan, as she always does.

“I got to thinking that if this thing gets
going, it could get expensive,” she
says. “They’ll get tired of me giving
them bills for postage!”

Her plans include selling “tole-painted
keychains. We have them cut out and

then we paint them. We used to make
bunny balls, but we got sick of making

those. And we used to make racquet-
shaped bulletin boards, but they cost a
little more than a dollar, you know. We
also made a whole bunch of ball bags
and eyeguard holders.”

We, who's we?

“Well . .. me,” she answers. “It doesn’t
take all that much time. It’s not like I'm
chasing little kids all day or anything
like that. Besides I’'m having fun.”

Although it is fun, Eleanor resents the
stigma some people attach to older
people who participate in sports
activities. She was interviewed recently
by a local newspaper about the seniors
program. When the photographer arrived
for a photo session, he took pictures of
them playing, but ended up using a pic-
ture of Eieanor and another member
sitting on the floor, laughing.

“That’s not the point we’re trying to
make,” she says. “We’re out having a
good time, sure, but we're also out to
do something good for ourselves—
physically and mentally. He made fools
out of us and it looked worse because
we're older.”

Older is not a word that can be applied
to Eleanor Quackenbush. She attacks

this seniors’ project with the energy of
someone half her age and sbhe loves it.

“I've spent hours doing this,” Eleanor
says of her work for the seniors, “But
when you enjoy something, it isn’t
work. Why not do something you enjoy?”
Why not? @

AMERICAN AMATEUR RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION ®

® Qver 800 tournaments
annually.

® Ranked nationally with
¢ AARA players.

® Uniform rule book.

® Recognized amateur
governing body.

‘(\“\ American Amatevr
Racquetball Association

F—————————————
To Join AARA, Mail This Coupon Today!

[:] YES! | would like to be a member of the AARA, elig-
ible for tournament play. Please send me the member-
ship kit, which includes: the membership card, official
rule book and discount coupons worth $20.

| am enclosing $6 for one year.

Address

City

MAIL TO: American Amateur Racquetball Association
815 North Weber, Suite 203
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
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