




































































The most talked-about match-up of the night was between
two of the hardest hitting southpaws on the men’s pro
tour: Mitch Williams vs. Kane Waselenchuk. The US OPEN
racquetball fans were swooning for Kane to win it all, and
this was his first real test, against Williams. Through the
first tournament in 2008 up to the US OPEN, there were
already rumblings that the game's top player could sweep
the season, securing an unprecedented undefeated
campaign. Waselenchuk came out with a commanding
lead and grabbed the first two games before Williams won
the third. Waselenchuk never let off the gas and cruised,
winning the fourth game and the match to advance.

Rocky Carson, tack Huczek, Alvaro Beltran, Jason
Mannino, Shane Vanderson, Ben Croft, and Jason Thoerner
all won and advanced to the quarterfinal round on Friday.
Neither Carson, Huczek nor Croft had dropped a single
game to this point.

The first quarterfinal match of the day featured lason
Mannino against Shane Vanderson. Mannino held an
impressive record against Vanderson before this match but
threw it all out the window once the bell sounded.
Vanderson came out with great speed and explosive power
that kept Mannino out of his rhythm. Vanderson won in
four games and repeated his semifinal appearance from
last year.

Once again, the buzz was all about Waselenchuk and his
next match against Mexico's best, Alvaro Beltran. This was
the only five-game match of the quarterfinals as Beltran
brought his best and pushed Waselenchuk into the corner
by trading games: Kane won the first, then Alvaro the
second, Kane won the third, and then Alvaro won the
fourth. It all came down to the fifth game -- Waselenchuk
became the aggressor and sealed the win to move on to
the semifinals.

The fans were on the edge of their seats from the earlier
match when it was time for Jack Huczek to make quick
work of Ben Croft in the next quarterfinal match, winning
in three games. Croft never looked comfortable and
Huczek looked sharp in the rallies and was gearing up for
his next round, a semifinal match with Waselenchuk on
Saturday.
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The last quarterfinal match of the night was nearly the
same, as defending US OPEN Champion Rocky Carson
defeated Jason Thoerner in three games to advance to the
semifinals against Vanderson. Carson and Huczek
continued their dominance by winning in three games, but
it was all about to change.

Super Saturday featured two semifinal matches, with
Waselenchuk going up against Huczek to start the day.
Waselenchuk came out with powerful drive serves that
gave Huczek trouble, especially service returns that
weren't enough for rally. Waselenchuk was on a mission
and that came in the form of a three-game dominating
performance over Huczek and a trip to the Finals.

The second semifinal between Rocky Carson and Shane
Vanderson was expected to be a war between two players
who have superior backhands and similar styles, but
Carson held the edge head-to-head. Rocky looked flawless
in his defense and made sure everyone felt it, including
Vanderson, with a three-game win to face Waselenchuk in
the Finals.

Waselenchuk, who delivered so many spectacular moments
over five days in Memphis; only needed three games in the
finals on Sunday against Carson to win the US OPEN for
the fourth time. Even though he came into the tournament
seeded 11th, Waselenchuk was never tentative, bombing
drive serves, hammering at opponents’ forehands and
backhands, torching his foe's serves and continually
applying pressure.

It capped a remarkable week for the world's former No. 1
player, who had defeated all who stood in his path. "It
feels good," Waselenchuk said. "l just wanted to show all
my family, friends and fans that | am back for good. | put
in a lot of hard work and it showed this week."

The improbable statistics and amazing records just keep
building up for Waselenchuk. With his victory at the US
OPEN, Waselenchuk became the second player to win the
US OPEN at least four times ('03, '04, '05, '08), an
achievement first demonstrated by Sudsy Monchik ('96,
'98, '00, '02).

Was this performance the most amazing of them all, or
will it be when Kane attempts to write history and win a
record breaking fifth US OPEN in 20097 That would be
simply amazing.































































































