














NEVER TOO LATE TO LEARN?

When my opponent, Skip Kiphart,
objected to my wearing lens-less hand-
ball eye protectors in the Texas State
Tourney two years ago, | was furious. No
one had ever challenged me for wear-
ing them, and in all my playing years |
had never known anyone to receive an
eye injury while wearing the handball
guards.

Reluctantly, | put on official racquetball
eye protectors and fought the steam and
sweat on the lenses during our match.
When | cooled down after the match |
concluded that, in spite of the incon-
venience of wearing the official lenses,
Skip was right — and it IS the rule. Ever
after, | wore the official lenses not only
in matches, but in practice as well.

A few months ago, while playing a friend
several practice games, | fought the
steam and sweat on the lenses until the
fourth game. | then traded out to my
old handball “goggles.” My friend’s first
service return hit me square in the eye,
the racquetball protruded through the
lens-less guard and struck my eyeball.
The impact popped my cataract implant
halfway out of its pocket behind the iris,
spreading the iris vertically — and it stuck
that way. After trying pupil dilation
several times to free the lens, my opthal-
mologist now says that only an opera-
tion can correct the problem.

Now | play with the cataract lens stuck
half behind and half in front of the iris,
with the iris elongated vertically and with
distorted vision. Only a few months
before reaching the age of 80 I've finally
learned the value of wearing official
racquetball guards when playing the
game. But, | learned it the hard way.
Bob McAdam e Crowley, Texas

OTRC CORRAL

| was reading the article from the May-
June issue entitled LOB-bying for Court
#5 at the Orlando Fitness & Racquet
Club and thought that the real story
about this club was barely described.

During the 80s, | was a frequent victim
of this “Dodge City” racquetball saloon.

RACQUETBALL

At that time, club members included
every age and level of gunslinger from
Malcolm Roberts (60+) to Vinnie Ganley
(30+) and Lori Basch (19+). They never
played half-heartedly, but kept the inten-
sity and andrenalin flowing so that every
match during challenge court resembled
a showdown at the OK Corral.

Twenty years later, this club still has some
of the best players this side of the
Mississippi. U.S. Open champion Terry
Fluharty is one of the new sheriffs in
town, and he’s got a team of other hard-
hitting partners who have played at the
highest level and brought gold medals
back to Orlando.

The Orlando Racquet & Fitness Club has
supported the game of racquetball and
should be recognized for their commit-
ment and vision to be successful at our
sport where other health clubs have
failed. | wish we had 50 clubs in America
that could maintain this incredible level
of play over twenty years.

How many players like myself have
passed through this club over that time
period and become a better player? |
sure miss being a victim!

Sandy Tucker ¢ Fountain Inn, SC

HELP THE REF!

After reviewing the [U.S. Open] video-
tape, | can understand why some of your
readers commented on what they
considered “poor officiating” — notably
in the finals match between Jason
Mannino and Cliff Swain.

In defense of that official and the contro-
versial calls, the fact that there were no
line judges and the referee was in a
precarious position (above the left wall,
rather than the center) it is understand-
able that those were “judgment calls”
without benefit of a center court posi-
tion or seeing through the camera lens
at floor level. For most of us, it appeared
that the best calls that could be made
were made, under the circumstances.

This example brings to light what | think
is an even greater problem ... the grow-
ing lack of understanding of the basic

“Rules of Racquetball” by its players. |
have been in tournaments where refer-
ees had no idea what the second line
from the sidewall was (Drive Service
Zone). After all, in most tournaments the
players become the referees, this is where
the problem worsens ... when players
take their own, wrong interpretations of
the rules on to the next match they
referee!

In every issue you devote several pages
of instruction by top players on how to
hit a stronger forehand or backhand,
which makes them become better play-
ers. But what if, on a regular basis, you
devoted some space to inform those
players on the rules?

I am not talking about rules that would
be considered “judgment” calls such as
short serves or double bounces. But what
about some of the things to look for
when calling blocking, screens, or avoid-
able hinders? | think this could be done
with some simple illustrations and short
explanations.

After all when these rules were devised
they were written by committee, which
means that the overwhelming major-
ity of players don’t know the reason-
ing behind the rule.

| do not think that this will eliminate the
“controversies” that take place in all tour-
naments, but | do think that is a positive
step in the right direction.

Cliff Meyers » Baltimore, Maryland

[Great idea, and with the wealth of referee
talent in the field, there should be plenty
of volunteers to write these types of rule
“tipsheets.” We'll let you know what type
of response we get. — Editor]

COST FACTOR

The cost of events is not so much at issue
as the amount of matches you play.
That's why | like to play in the national
masters events. They are round robin
and you do not have to worry about
single elimination. Most players | know
are not elite players, they are average,
but love to play the game. At best | am
a top B player, but in a single elimina-
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Vanderson and Rocky Carson, who each had plans to
give the veterans something to think about.

After gold medal performances in the World
Championships, Pan Ams, Tournament of the Americas
and National Doubles, Jackie Paraiso came to the
Downtown Houston YMCA in pursuit of the elusive
national singles title. But Cheryl Gudinas arrived with
dreams of becoming the first woman to capture back-
to-back titles since the reign of Michelle Gould. Female
up-and-comers were also on the proving ground, with
Rhonda Rajsich, Brooke Crawford and Kristen Walsh all
seeking — at least — national team appointments with
semi-final finishes. Or better ...

However, only one can walk away with the title of
national champion, and no one could have predicted
the upsets, surprises, heartbreak and triumph that
played out en route to naming Rocky Carson and
Cheryl Gudinas as the 2000 National Singles open divi-
sion winners.

Youth Verses Experience

Seventy-nine athletes opted to take a stab at the men’s
open title, ranging in age from 16 to 47. Early on, one
of the youngest entrants, Bart Crawford, faced off
against living-legend Ruben Gonzalez, the oldest men’s
open athlete, in the round of 64. Fourteenth-seeded
Gonzalez took an early lead, winning the first game, 15-
3, but his junior opponent refused to give up. Crawford
grabbed a 10-4 lead in the second game before the Hall
of Famer went on a hot streak, scoring seven-straight
points to re-take the lead. But the junior national team
member remained focused and hit a hot streak of his
own, winning the game 15-11 to force a tiebreaker.
Although Crawford was able to keep the score close in
the tiebreaker, experience eventually overcame youth,
as Gonzalez won 11-8.

But Gonzalez’ experience was not enough to keep him
alive in the round of 32, where he fell to Texan Todd
O’Neil, 15-5, 15-11, and became one of four seeded
players to be ousted in the round. Sixteenth-seed Shane
Vanderson feel victim to Dale Valentine, 15-11, 15-14,
while 15th-seed Erin Brannigan was knocked out by
Dan Llacera, 15-13, 15-11. Richard Baer also toppled
No.10 Chris Wright in a tiebreaker, 13-15, 15-7, 11-8.

Very Sweet Sixteens

The 16's were especially sweet to Bud Muehleisen
award-winner and twelfth-seeded Jimmy Lowe, who
upset fifth-seeded Jason Thoerner in an outstanding
performance against the ‘99 quartertinalist, topping
him 15-8, 15-6.
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Eighth-seeded Doug Eagle dropped his first game to
No.9 Mike Locker, and was down 11-7 in the second
game before mustering a huge comeback to force a
tiebreaker. The momentum of his 15-12 second-game
win carried over into the deciding third, where Eagle
toppled Locker 11-6.

“I' was hitting well through the first and second game,
and getting the shots | wanted,” Eagle said. “I just
wasn'’t capitalizing on them until [ got down 11-7. 1
knew if | just hung in there, [ would find it.”

O'Neil and No.3 Brian Fredenberg, both from the Dallas
area, battled for the city’s bragging rights in the 16's.
Although it was close for the first few points of game
one, when the two were tied at 5-5, O'Neil recovered
the serve and rattled off ten straight points for the win.
But ‘99 bronze medalist Fredenberg was not ready to
throw in the towel. Aceing his powerful drive serve
again and again, he rallied back to take the second
game, 15-11, and force a tiebreaker. There, O'Neil
jumped out to an 8-4 lead, but Fredenberg’s big serve
tied it up again at 8-8. After a controversial call that
favored Fredenberg, the momentum was heavily shifted
towards him, and he aced his way to the 11-9 victory.

Fourth-seed Dan Fowler had his hands full with 13th-
seed Chris Crowther. Although Dan took the first game,
15-9, Crowther fought back to force a tiebreaker with a
15-13 second-game win. Fowler was able to finish off
the match, 11-5, in the tiebreaker. Seventh-seed Jack
Huczek also went to a tiebreaker against Rich Baer after
dropping the first game. But, the junior athlete pulled
out a 12-15, 15-9, 11-5 victory.

The two top seeds, Adam Karp and Michael Bronfeld,
rolled into the quarterfinals with two-game wins over
Valentine and Llacera, respectively, while sixth-seed
Rocky Carson topped No.11 Josh Tucker.

Surprises

No one could have predicted the surprises and upsets
the quarterfinals would hold, or that Dan Fowler would
be the only one of the top-four seeds to advance into
the semifinals. The fourth-seed picked up an impressive
straight-game win over Lowe, 15-9, 15-9, but it paled in
comparison to the matches that followed.

Carson proved that Fredenberg’s deadly drive serve was
not only returnable, but could also be returned offen-
sively. The weapon that had rendered Fredenberg’s
previous opponents helpless appeared harmless for
Carson. “I enjoyed

returning his serve,”

RACQUETBALL























































































































































































