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Red, white and blue basketballs . 
Orange basebal Is. 
Yellow tennis balls . 
And now, a kelly green 

racquetba 11 ! 
Made by us as the official ball 

for the new National Racquetball 

Club, Inc. Compounded from the 
best natural rubber for 
top tournament performance . 

Green power . From Seamco and 
the National Racquetb al l Club, Inc. 
At your pro shop or sporting goods 
department. While you're there, 
don't forget to check out our new 
Seamco Aluminum Racquetball 
Racquet featuring super-size 

sweet spot, exclusive string support 
system, and one-p iece extruded 
frame. For our newest cata log wr ite 
Seamco Sporting Goods, New 
Haven , Connecticut 0650~. 

play like a pro wi th 

SERrllCO 
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FROM THE EDITOR • • • 

The National Racquetball Club 
celebrated its first birthday this past 
April and much to the surprise of 
many people , the N.R .C. is still alive 
and kicking. In fact , it is stronger 
and healthier now than at any time 
in its short life. 

We had bold, aggressive plans 
and ideas with the beginnings of 
the National Racquetball Club . 
Many of the things we wished to do , 
we did , and some others we 
couldn 't. 

We found out early that two tour­
naments per month were too many, 
that it was tough for the players and 
even tougher on the organizers . We 
found out that it is difficult , if not 
impossible, to run a tournament in a 
distant city from Skokie , Illinois. We 
found out that the average racquet­
ball players throughout the nation , 
needed and wanted a good, dura ­
ble racquetball . 

But most of all, we found out that 
the pro-am concept in racquetball 
was well-received, and we now 
know that it works. 

The N.R.C. has created many 
things this past year. The green 
ball , finally on the market where 
people can get it, has at least given 
the racquetball community a 
choice . National Racquetball 
magazine has enabled the rank­
and-file to stay abreast of the hap­
penings in the pro-am area of the 
game. Over $17,000 has be en won 
by pro players in four tournam ents . 
And a National Three-Wal/ tourna­
ment is soon to be run. 

But what we have done is only 
important as a stepping stone to 
what more we can accomplish for 
the game. Next year the biggest 
and grandest racquetball even t 
ever staged will be at the Tropicana 
Hotel in Las Vegas, - the Pro-Am 
National Championships. April 
20-25, 1975. 

The tournament will fea ture 
amateur as well as pro play, no 
qualification tournaments neces ­
sary . Anybody and everybody who 
wants to p articipate can do 
so. There will be prize money, 
trophies, hospit ality , parties, fun 
and excitement, nev er before wit­
nessed at a racquetball tourney . 
And you can be part of it . 
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Prior to the Las Vegas Classic the 
N .R.C. is aiming at one Pro -Am 
tournament per month from Sep ­
tember to and including Vegas. 
That would be the maximum 
number during our "season " that 
the N.R .C. staff could handle. 

Aside from the Pro-Am events 
during this time , any number of 
strictly amat eur tournaments can 
and will be run, either physically or 
through N.R.C. sanctioning . 

One of the major goals of the Na­
tional Racquetball Club in the next 
year is to continue to work untiringly 
on improvements of equipment 
within the game , especially the ball. 
Development and marketing of the 
Seamco gr een 559 has been a 
monumental task and we are finally 
reaching a po int to which we can be 
happy. But no matter what the pro­
duct , when striving for perfection , it 

can always be improved. And that 
is true of all racquetballs . 

Of all the racquetballs currently 
on the market, we honestly feel the 
green ball is the best. But our telling 
you that cannot convince you . You 
must play with the ball and be satis­
fied that it performs well enough for 
you . We are confiden t you will and 
you will be satisfied. 

Court clubs continue to be the 
major news item with in the 
racquetball /handball world , as so 
many of these private comp lexes 
are going up it is difficult to keep 
track. 

The Nationa l Court Clubs As­
sociation, headquartered here in 
Skokie , is keeping tabs on the new 
clubs, those under construc tion 
and those planned. For any infor­
mation you might need on feasibi l­
ity , costs , rates, or construct ion, 
contact Mort Leve , N.C .C.A., 4101 
Dempster St. , Skokie , IL 60076 

t UNl1[0 f[AI UA( SH , CM:.a,H llo'C 
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Unbelieveable 
feel-try it-you won't 
like it-you'll Love it! 

1 
The sensitivity of a 
second skin. 

by 

SARANAC 

SARANAC GLOVE co. BOX 786 

In colors too! 
Bone doeskin with 
red, blue, orange 

gold and green backs 
XS,S,M,L,XL. 

Right or left hand 

GREEN BAY WISCONSIN 54305 



Milwaukee Pro-Am: 
The Best We've Had 

By Joe Ardito 

Nothing can describe the third 
N.R.C . pro-am tournament, except 
"complete success." And that it was 
from record number of entries , 
standing room gallery sellouts daily, 
great publicity in all media , and most 
importantly thrilling play on the 
courts that excited everyone. 

It is with sincere satisfaction and 
deep gratitude that I take thi~ oppor ~ 
tunity to thank all of the people who 
made this possible, the host Mil­
waukee Handball /Racquetball Club 
with all of its hard -working commit­
tees; the sponsors in the souvenir 
program booklet ; the spectators 
who made playing a pleasure for the 
pros; and everyone of the partici­
pants in all events of the tourna ­
ment. 
the winner , Charlie Brumfield. In my 
book Charlie rates as a true cham­
pion on and off the courts, and once 
again he proved it in the Milwaukee 
Pro-Am professional bracket. 

In the Men's Open it was Galen 
Johnson from Green Bay , Wiscon­
sin who captured top prize, but not 
without a three game struggle in the 
final match from 16-year old Martie 
Hogan from St. Louis . Take notice 
pros: these boys will be looking for­
ward to meeting you . 

Steve Butler , Champaign, Illinois 
won the Men 's Open consolation 
title. There are some well played 
and very interesting matches in the 
consolation event, and too often we 
all tend to forget these players who 
are playing their hearts out. 

I wond er how many people 
realize the important contribution 
these "losers " make to any tourna ­
ment. Why, if the only people who 
entered tourn aments were people 
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who thought they could win , our 
draw sheets would be small , indeed . 
None of the 138 entries lost. In fact it 
was because of these people as 
spectators, referees, participants 
and friends that the tournament was 
such a success . 

A big orchid to 10-year -old Hart 
Johnson from St. Paul, who played 
in the Open Men's division. He stole 
the headlines from the pros in the 
first day 's press releases, in the print 
and on television . 

In the Women 's Open it was 
Kathy Williams , Hazel Park , 
Michigan, who again dominated the 
Midwest female players . It was 
great to see 24 women participants 
in the event and we are looking for­
ward to an even more rapid increase 
in gals participation . 

A special thanks and appreciation 
to Art Patch our host and builder of 
the beautiful Milwaukee Handball / 
Racquetball Club . He personally 
put in full time and great effort to 
ensure us of a successful tourney . 

Art's right hand man and club 
manager, Hal Raether , was another 
key man who gave that 100-plus per 
cent so unselfishly . Bob Keenan , his 
ever working self, aided in referee­
ing and Terry Schaetzke rates a 
job well done and thank you for a 
terrific job in seating and controlling 
the standing room only crowds. 

Good job also to Rod Lanzer who 
did a super job in handling publicity, 
arranging interviews, t.v . coverage, 
and calling in scores . 

The National Racquetball Club is 
certainly fortunate to have hosts and 
personnel in local areas like thi s, 
who will put in the time and effort 
required to put on a successful tour. 

ill 
/ ~ / 
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ARDITO 

We are very enthusiastically en­
couraged and are looking optimisti ­
cally to the future growth of our 
sport, and the pro-am tourn ament 
concept. We 're going good now, 
and getting better with each step. 
We thank everybody for the ir sup­
port. 

Iowa 

The Clinton YMCA duo of Ray 
Horner and John Hulten wer e 
crowned champions of Clinton 
Iow a's Doubl es Tournament. 
Horner and Hulten advanced to the 
finals with victori es over Albert Lea, 
Minnesota's Rev. Milton Os t and Dr. 
Mike Christian by sco res of 21-8 and 
21-10. Horner -Hulten also beat a 
home town team of Steve Speck 
and Lee Sullens 21-7 and 21-5 to 
gain the finals. Another Clinton team 
of Karl Boegel and Bill Rothermel 
entered the final s with victor ies over 
th e Mars halltown team of Gary 
Icenogle and Preston Brown 21- 16 
and 21-15, and Albert Lea 2 1-5 and 
21-13 . Horner and Hulten defeated 
the Clinton team easi ly in two 
games by scores of 21-8 and 21-14. 

For the Consolation titl e 
Marshalltown 's Icenogle and Brown 
defeated Clinton 's Speck and Sul­
lens 21-10 and 21-7. 

RACQUETBAL L 



HIGHEST 
STANDARD 

DF 
DUALITY 

For 1974, Leach Industries intro­
duces their new aluminum racquet. 

Now available in aluminum, 
fiberglass, and carbon. Leach 

Industries offers the ultimate in 
racquetball equipment for novice 

to expert. 

For a free color brochure on all 
Leach racquetball equipment write: 

Leach Industries, 5567 Kearny Villa Rd. 
San Diego, Ca . 92123 

·••=•• 
U sed exc lu s iv e l y by the n at i o n 's professionals 



Green Balls! All You Want! 
The Seamco Sporting Goods 

Company has processed all in­
quiries regarding the purchasing of 
the balls, and sales representatives 
have been making it a point to con­
tact these people. And production is 
being maintained so that clubs , Y's 
and other facilities will be able to 
stock up for the fall rush . 

Reception of the green ball has 
been very good, and for that the 
N.R.C. would like to thank all the 
thousands of racquetballers who 
have given the green ball a try . For 
the first time in the history of the 
game, racquetball players can now 
have a choice as to what ball they 
wish to use. 

There have been three major 
points of discussion throughout the 
racquetball community regarding 
the green ball ; liveliness, breakage 
and visibility. 

The green ball plays exception­
ally well. The bounce is live, but not 
too fast. Ceiling balls can be hit to 
deep court , but they too won't come 
off the back wall unless hit unusually 
hard. 

"The speed of the green ball is 
just right," says top ranking pro 
Steve Serot. "When you play with 
the green ball you're playing at 
the speed that the game is best 
at." 

Thus, eliminated has been the 
days when all your strength was 
needed to hit a ball into deep court, 
or else watch helplessly as your op­
ponent killed a shot that normally 
would have been your good defen­
sive return. 

The breakage problem has also 
been greatly alleviated, due to some 
hard work by the Seamco chemists 
and a tremendous amount of pres ­
sure applied by the N.R.C . 

"There's no question that the 
initial green ball had breakage 
problems," said N.R.C . National 
Director Chuck Leve. "But those 
are all behind us now. We can't 
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If you still are having trouble obtain ing green racquetballs , the · 
following companies have substantial inventories and can give you 
immediate delivery: 

Leach Industries 
5567 Kearny Villa Rd. 
San Diego, CA 92123 

Saranac Glove Company 
P.O. Box 786 
Green Bay, WI 54305 

Seamco 

Champion Glove Company 
2200 E. Ovid 
Des Moines , Iowa 50313 

Sports Awards 
4351 N. Milwaukee Ave . 
Chicago , Illino is 60641 

253 Hallock Ave . 
New Haven , CT 06503 

Any and all of them will be happy to supply you with as many balls as 
you might need. 

say that a green ball will last you 
forever, but we can say that you 
will be able to get a workout with­
out constant breakage." 

If breakage should occur , how­
ever , with the Seamco label still 
showing on the ball, please return 
such balls to Seamco, 253 Hallock 
Ave ., New Haven, CT 06503. They 
will immed iatly replace the balls or 
issue you a credit. 

"The green balls have been 
super," said pro Bill Schmidtke. "In 
the last two tournaments there 
have been very few that broke. I 
think only one in all my matches. 
You can't ask for much more than 
that." 

Visib ility is probably the most con­
troversial topic regarding the green 
racquetball. Some people have in­
timated, or even stated that the 
green ball is hard to see. The N.R.C. 
contends that this is strictly politics, 
and is based on textbook technica ­
lites that are not applicable to rac­
quetball courts . 

We might add that Dr . William Sel ­
lars author of a letter admonishing 
the N.R.C. for using green , has him­
self competed in an N.R.C . tourna ­
ment (Houston) and used the green 
ball. 

It seems that only after the green 
ball sales figures increased sub ­
stantially did Dr . Sellars (an I.A .A. 
Board of Directors member) decide 
that the green ball was hard IS) see . 

Well, the green ball has been 
used in four N.R.C . pro-am tourna ­
ments and countless other amateur 
events for months now . And we 

have not had one single com­
plaint regarding visib ility of the ball. 
In fact, we have had people write to 
tell us that the ball is easier to see 
than black . 

Sure , the N.R.C. receives a roy­
alty on green ball sales. But we feel 
that if the green ball was hard to see, 
the professional players competing 
for N.R.C. prize money , would be 
the first ones to tell us about the 
problem . And these players love the 
color of the ball. Anyone with com­
mon sense must rea lize tha t no 
player or organization wou ld use a 
ball that cannot be seen. 

The N.R.C. challenges anyone 
who has seen its Pro -Am tourn a­
ments to question the fact that they 
have been shown the most out ­
standing racquetball play in the his­
tory of the game. And it has been 
don e with the green ball. 

Seems to us that green is the 
color of envy. 

Carpet-Faire 

The 1974 Carpet-Faire Fourth of 
July Doubl es tourn amen t will ~e 
held at the Jewish Community 
Center in Milwaukee , Wiscons in 
Saturday, Jun e 29, 1974. 

The event is a one-day elimina­
tion tourn ament with all matches of 
one game to 3 1 points. 

For further inform at ion conta ct 
the Tommy Guarniere , Carp ~t 
Faire, 1451 South 108 St. , Mil ­
wauke e, WI 532 14 

RACQUETBALL 





April 20-25, 1975 

1975 Pro-Am Nationals Signed for Las Vegas!! 

Las Vegas, here we come! 
The National Racquetball Club 

will hold it's 197 4-75 National Pro­
Am Championships in America's 
most glamorous city, Las Vegas, 
Nevada, April 20-25, 1975. 

The dates and details have been 
officially confirmed by the N.R.C. 
through president Bob Kendler and 
the Tropicana Hotel, through Robert 
J. Laurion, Executive Director of 
Marketing. 

The tournament will be managed 
entirely by the National Racquetball 
Club and their designated represen­
tatives . Competition will be held in 
professional singles and doubles, 
open singles and doubles , women 
singles and doubles, seniors (35 
and over) singles and doubles, Mas­
ters (45 and over) singles and dou­
bles, and Golden Masters (55 and 
over) singles and doubles . 

Over 500 rooms have been set 
aside at various hotels to accomo­
date the biggest and best raquetQall 
event ever staged. The tourney 
headquarters will be the Tropicana 
Hotel which has set aside 250 
rooms for the week of the tourna­
ment. The five courts at the 
Tropicana, all with glass back walls , 
will be the main arena of play. An 
additional 100 rooms are available 
at the Tropicana Country Club, lo­
cated across the street from the 
Tropicana, along with 200 more 
rooms at the nearby Dunes Hotel. 

Room rates at the Tropicana will 
be $30.07 per day, double occu­
pancy . W ith the large entry ex­
pected, plus the usual tight schedul­
ing in Las Vegas , we urge all rac­
quetballers to make their arrange­
ments well in advance . (See reser­
vation form in this issue). 

Additional courts that have been 
made available are the eight new 
courts at the University of Nevada 
and three courts at the Cambridge 
East apartments. Shuttle service 
to and from the Tropicana to the ad­
ditional facilities will be provided . 

For your further information: 
Professionalism . . . Anybody 

can compete in the pro divisions . 
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Contract professional players will 
not be able to enter the open events . 
A player need not accept prize 
money won, if he so chooses . 

Entry fees ... $25.00 per person 
per amateur event; $50 per person 
per pro event of which $25 goes di­
rectly into the pr ize money fund . A 
player can compete in two amateur 
events for $40 . Players may not play 
in both a professiona l division and 
an amateur div ision. 

Tickets ... There will be approx­
imately 300 seats behind the desig­
nated championship cour t at the 
Tropicana . Price will be $30 per seat 
on a reserved basis for all matches. 
There will also be da ily adm ission 
charges to the other four courts , 
plus genera l admission to the 
championsh ip court if seats are 
available . Many of these seats will 
be sold in an advertising/sponsor­
ship package , so they will be at a 

premium . 
Hospitality . .. Facin g the courts 

are a number of tenn is courts in the 
Tropicana 's facility. The bleachers 
for viewing will be placed on one of 
these tenn is courts and a hospital ity 
area set up on another , within easy 
reach of the courts . 

Product display booths . . . 
Ringing the bleachers will be 12 or 
more racquetball display booths, in­
clud ing a special N.R.C. pro shop, 
where purchase s can be made of 
souven ir uni fo rm s , gloves , rac­
quets , shoes , etc. 

All in all it promises to be a spec­
tacular week for racque tba ll and the 
N.R.C. And we hope that you will 
spend it with us. The next issue of 
NATIONAL RACQUETBALL will 
carry an entry form. If you want 
further immediate details contac t 
N.R.C., 4101 Demps ter St. , Skokie, 
IL 60076 . 

Current Player Rankings 

After four N .R .C . tournaments , 18-year -old Steve Serot still leads the 
money rankin gs , wit h Charlie Brum field moving into sec ond place . Com­
plete statistics are be low . 

Rank Pla yer Points Prize Mon ey 

I Steve Serot 32 $4 ,000 
2 Charl ie Brumfi eld 27 3 ,300 
3 Steve Keeley 23 2 ,660 
4 Billi Schmidtke 18 1,935 
5 Steve Str andemo 18 1,760 
6 Jer ry Hilecher 12 985 
7 Ron Ruben ste in 12 735 
8 Mike Zeilman 10 585 
9 (Ti e) Bill Dunn 4 250 

Dan Alder 4 250 
11 (Tie) Ch arlie Gar finkel 4 180 

Pau l Law rence 4 180 
13 Chari ie Drake 3 150 
14 Bill Thurman 3 130 
15 (tie) Ken Won g 2 100 

Jim Au st in 2 100 
17 G eo rge Rud ysz 2 80 

The following pl ayer s have reached the round of I 6 once, earning $50 : 
Tom Mc Kie , Crai g McCoy, Tr ey Sayes, Gord on Kelly; the followi ng have 
reached the round of I 6 once ea rnin g $30: Ron Starkm an , Paul l k.ier , Joe 
Ycaza, and Paul Nigro. 

RACQUETBALL 
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5-Court Facility - Tropicana ~ Las Vegas 
All Courts Ha ve Gla ss in Ba ck Walls; Bl eache rs Will B e Set Up 
On Adjoining Indo or Tennis Court to Prov ide Excellent Viewing 

OFFICIAL TROPICANA ROOM RESERVATION 

There are 250 rooms ava ilable for the April 20-25 25th Anniversary Classic at the Trop icana Hotel in Las Vegas . 
They will be reserved on a first come , first serve basis . We urge you to get your reservations in as soon as poss ible. All 
rates are at $28 plus tax (tota l-$30 .07) , double occupancy . In other wo rds , two in a room would be approx imate ly 
$15 each day . Three in a room-$6 additional , or approx imately $12 per day each . 

At least $50 depos it will be necessary to conf irm these rooms . $25 will be refundab le if you cancel this reservation at 
leas t 90 days prior to the start of the tournament; $25 non-refundable . Th is $50 depos it will be app lied tow ard your six 
day- five nigh t stay . 

25TH ANNIVERSARY CLASSIC 
c/o N.R.C. 
4101 Dempster St. , Skokie, IL 60076 

Please reserve, and confirm by return mail, ( ) room (s) at the Tropicana Hotel, Las Vegas, for five nights, six days , 
April 20-25 , 1975. The rates are understood to be $30 .07 per day , doub les occupancy , with $25 of my $50 refundable 
if reservati on is cancelled at least 90 days before the Apr il 20 , 1975, start of tournament. Three in a room at $6 
addi tiona l per day . 

Enclosed is $50 depos it.------ -- --- - -------- - - -- -----

Addre ss - ------- ------ --- --- - --- - ---- - -----

City - ------ --- --- --~tale - - ----------Zip - -- -­

Make check or money order payable to : LAS VEGAS RACQU ETBA LL CLASSIC ; Mail to : N.R.C ., 4101 Dempster 
St., Skokie, IL 60076 . 

Nam e(s ) PLEASE PRINT 

RACQUETBALL 11 
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Board of Directors 
The United States Handball Association 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

RE : The International Classic 
Handball / Racquetball Championship , 1975 

The Tropicana Hotel , Country Club and Racquet Club of Las Vegas , 
Nevada would be proud to be the host of the 1975 Internat ional Classic 
Handball / Racquetball Championship as sanctioned by the fo l low ing 
associations: 

The United States Handball Association 
The National Handball Club (pro) 

The National Racquetball Club (pro) 

The Tropicana Hotel , Country Club and Racquet Club cordially i nvites 
the above associations to present the above as a proposal to the select ion 
committee to consider the Tropicana Hotel as the host and headquarte r 
hotel. 

The Tropicana Hotel w i ll be proud to host the above Classic and th is is 
to advise that we have tentatively blocked 250 rooms at the Tropicana 
Hotel and 100 rooms at the Tropicana Golf Club Hotel directly adjacent to 
the Tropicana. We have further been advised that other ma j or hotels in 
Las Vegas will participate and upon availability of rooms over that period 
of time will commit to additional rooms needed to accommodate the 
expected attendance for the classic. 

We formally request consideration that if the Tropicana Hote l is elected 
headquarter hotel, that the finals be played on our new glass-enclosed 
handball / racquetball courts. The Tropicana Hotel also requests cons id­
eration to host all participant stand-up cocktail parties to be he ld in our 
multi-million indoor Tropicana Racquet Club Pavilion . The Trop icana 
Hotel further agrees to negotiate and provide , where facilities are availa­
ble , the specific requests as outlined in a recent memorandum from the 
United States Handball Association that outlines the format for the Inter ­
national Classic Handball / Racquetball Championships . 

We have asked and agreed with the United States Handball Assoc ia t ion 
that Mr. Dave Pearl of Las Vegas be our spokesman during your conven­
tion in Knoxville, Tennessee . 

We look forward to your decision . 

Cordially yours, 

Robt. J. Laurion 
Executive Director of Marketing 

TRO PICA NA HOTEL • P .O BOX 14460. LAS VEGAS. NEVADA 89114 • t 70 2) 7 39-2222 EXT 2 5 2 7 



The complete 
racquetball court system 

by Powerlock ... consultants • designers • manufacturers • installers 

Panel-Mas ter® court systems are complete 
down to the last detail -w alls, floors, ceilings, 
doors, and lightin g. Glass backwalls availab le. 
Approved by the N.R.C. and the I.RA. , 
Powerlock offers the broadest performance 
guarantee in the industry. 

D uniform ball reaction 
D maxim um quietness in play 
□ excellent appearance . .. no open or 

uneven seams 
D no warpage 
□ high durability-low maintenance 

~ POWERLOCK SYSTEMS , INC. 
~ 590-RC Grove Road . Mid-Atlantic Park, 
~ Thorofare. N .J. 08086 009 / 848-5330 
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National Outdoor 3-W I Set For June 

The National Racquetball Club is 
proud to announce that it has signed 
a sanctioning agreement with 
Orange Coast College of Costa 
Mesa, California to host the National 
3-Wall Championships June 28-30, 
1974 . The tourney w ill be held on 
the 13 outdoor courts of Orange 
Coast College. 

The event will hold competition in 
the following div isions : Open sing­
les, open doubles, B singles , B dou­
bles, Seniors (35 and over) singles , 
seniors doubles , women 's singles , 
and masters (45 and over) s ingles . 
Draws in the open doubles and 
sen iors doubles will be limited to 16 
teams . The draw in B doubles will be 
limited to 32 entries . 

The entry fee is $10 .00 per player 
in singles and per team in doubles 
with the deadline being June 20 , 
1974. 

"It is with great pleasure that I 
submit the acceptance of the Na ­
tional Racquetball Club to sponsor 
the First National Outdoor Three­
Wall Racquetball Championships," 
said tournament director Barry Wal ­
lace in a letter to the N.R.C. "I am 
looking forward to a fantastic tour­
nament ." 

The college is located on the 
California coast, 39 miles southeast 
of the Los Angeles Civic Center and 
89 miles northwest of San Diego . 

Orange Coast sponsored a 
California singles tourney last 
November and a state doubles 
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event in January. Both were over­
whelming successe s. 

"Racquetball on the West Coast 
has grown tremendously in the past 
year , " said Wallace , an Orange 
Coast College physical education 
instructor and director of the National 
Tournament. 

" Due to the great year-round cli­
mate here in Southern California , 
outdoor racquetball has become a 
thriving sport. Our two state tour­
neys were big successes and we 're 
looking for a large nationwide turn­
out for the national champion­
ships ." 

The N.R.C ., which has been 
plann ing to enter the three-wal l 
arena with a full tournament 
schedule ha8 applied full sanction to 
the Orange Coast event and it 
should become an annual affair . 

" We think outdoor three-wall is 
the game of the future , '' said N.R .C. 
National Director Chuck Leve . " It 's 
fun , exciting and the tourney should 
be wide open ." 

Expected to compete are a mul­
titude of the N.R .C.'s contract pro 
players , although the tournament is 
not expected to be a prize money 
event. The players themselves are 
truly looking forward to the tourney . 

"It's hard to say how well some of 
the guys will do ," said Charlie 
Drake, one of the San Diego pros . 
"None of us has ever really concen­
trated on three-wall and it will be 
very interesting . 

---

" It 's not hard to imagine someone 
other than the contract pros win­
ning this event . It 's just a matter of 
who goes out and prac tices the 
most . It certa inly will be different 
than indoor four-wall ." 

Doubles competition w ill be in 
thr ee divis ions : men 's open dou ­
bles , seniors doubles and B dou ­
bles . Ent ries will be lim ited in dou­
bles to 16 teams in the open , 32 in 
the B and 16 in the sen iors . 

Wallace says Orange Coast has 
the best outdoor racquetball facility 
in California . 

" We have 13 overs ized 
handball-racquetball courts that 
measure 23 by 46 feet with 20-foot 
high walls . They are ideal for rac ­
quetball , " Wallace said . "Six be auti­
ful indoor courts will be constructed 
in September , making this the best 
indoor -outdoor facil ity in the na-
tion. " 

The college has complete locker 
room and shower facil it ies located 
adjacent to the racquetball courts . 

Wallace says that anyone wishing 
to enter the National Tournament 
should fill out the entry form below 
and mail it with the $10 entry fee. 
Entries deadline is June 20 . 

For information about the tour­
nament or hotel accommodations , 
call Wallace at (714) 556-5890 dur­
ing the days or (714) 556-0515 in 
the evenings after 6 p.m. (Pac ific 
Dayl ight Time). 

RACQUETBALL 
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1st ANNUAL 3-WALL OUTDOOR NATIONAL RACQUETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

SITE: Orange Coast College, Costa Mesa, Calif. 

FACILITIES: 13 outdoor 3-wall courts. 

DATES: Jun e 28-30, 1974 . 

ENTRY FEE : $10 per person singles; $10 per team doubles . 

SANCTION : By The Nat ional Racquetball Club (N.R.C.) 

OFFICIAL BALL: N.R.C. Outdoor. 

RULES: N.R.C. rules and regulations apply. If two events entered, players may have back to back 
matches . 

TROPHIE S: To first three places in each event. 

ENTRY DEADLINE: In our possesion by midnight June 20 . Prescribed fee must accompany signed entry form . 
Entries received after the deadline or unsigned, or without the fee will not be accepted. 

MAIL ENTRIES: Barry Wallac e 

Please enter me in : 

Orange Coast College 
2701 Fairv iew Rd. 
Costa Mesa , Calif. 92626 
Check must accompany signed entry form . 

OPEN SINGLES 
B - SINGLES 
MASTER SINGLES 
LADIES SINGLES 

OPEN DOUBLES 
SENIOR SINGLES 
SENIOR DOUBLES 
B- DOUBLES 

We reserve the right to up-grade any entrants who do not ente r the class ification best suited to their calibre of play. 

NAME------- - - -- ---- ----AGE - ---•- LUB 

ADDRESS----- -- ------- -L. ITY----STATE -----ZIP 

NAME OF DOUBLES PARTNER -- - -- -- -- ----AG E --CLUB - --- ----

ADDRESS------ - ----------l, ITY--- -STATE -- ---ZIP 

I hereby , for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, waive and release any and all rights and claims for damages I 
may have against the National Racquetball Club, Orange Coast College or their respect ive agents , or any other facility used 
for this tournament, for any and all injuries which may be suttered by me in connection with my competition in said 
tournament. 

SIGNATURE ------- --- -PH .- -------

PARTNER 'S SIGNATURE--------------PH .--------

HOUSING INFORMATION AVAILABLE 
BOOK EARLY 

Make checks Payable to : 
Barry Wallace - Orange Coast College 
Same must accompany entry. 



It had to happen sooner or later 
and it finally did,-Charlie Brumfield 
entered the winner's circle on the 
N.R.C. pro tour . He did it in the Mil­
waukee Open March 28-31 and to 
say he did it convincingly would not 
be quite fair, but he did do it impres­
sively . 

The bespectacled San Diegan, a 
quarter-final loser in Houston, then 
a finals loser in Long Beach, topped 
ace adversary Steve Serot in the 
championship match, a three game 
thriller, 21-8, 7-21, 21-15. 

The tournament was played at the 
Milwaukee Handball/Racquetball 
Club, one of the most beautiful court 
clubs in the country. Sporting six 
courts, bar and restaurant , the 
M.H.R.C. was as fine a host as any­
one could imagine. 

And did the fans ever turn out; 
with full houses on the 200-plus gal­
lery court for three consecutive 
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Brumfield's 
Ninth: 

A Racquetball 
Symphony 

days . They got their money's worth 
too , and the players were happy to 
give it to them . 

' 'It 's great to see such fan 
support," said Brumf ield. "As a 
player it makes me feel good that 
the fans appreciate the effort I'm 
giving. " 

He did give a great effort, too. 
Playing the perfect Brumfield con­
trol racquetball in the first game , ex­
plosive Serot couldn 't pull the trig­
ger . First rate passes to both sides 
kept Steve in abeyance, while Char­
lie picked his spots for kills. 

The first 10 points were split 5-5 , 
and then Brumfield went to work. 
Drawing Serot in after a few early 
kills , he continually passed the 
18-year-old St. Louisian, running up 
a 12-5 advantage , and never enter­
ing serious trouble thereafter, as he 
coasted to a 21-8 victory. 

That Charlie was on his control 

Charli e 1Jr11mji eld ' s ninlh consec11-
1il'e 1011nw111en1 win Cll'er Sieve Sero, 
ll'aS 11111sic 10 his ears . and 1he $ 1.500 
firs/ pri ::.e ll'as nice 100. Br11111Jield (lefl) 
pla_, ed 10 1he fans as 11•ell as his oppo-
11£•n1~. 

game was obv ious with one look at 
the statistics ,-show ing 13 passes 
for winners , compared to only two 
for Serot , generally cons idered to 
have the toughest pass ing game on 
the tour , and conversely to be the 
toughest playe r to pass. A tremen d­
ous game by Brumf ield. 

As the capacity crowd squirmed a 
bit, for they were hoping for a close, 
excit ing match , game two got under 
way . And wh at a reversa l! Now 
Serot was the dominant factor. 

Again spl itting the first 10 points 
5-5 , this time it was Serot who 
leaped to a 12-5 upper hand , un­
leash ing his devast ing powe r game , 
of kills and passes . Out shot 17-9, 
out-passed 10-6, and erring more 
8-4 , Charlie was never in the game , 
which ended 21-7. 

Game three prom ised to be a 
barnburner and it was. Brum field 
came out of the start ing block in the 
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GAME 1 

Serot 
Brumfield 

FINALS 

00220100010100001- 8 
3 0 0 0 2 0 2 3 2 1 1 0 1 1 3 1 1 - 21 

Kil ls - Brumfield 14, Serot 13; Passes - Brumfield 13, Serot 2; 
Errors-Brumfield 9, Sero t 11; Aces-None; Hinders-10;Time Outs 
- Brumfield 1 . 

GAME 2 

Brumfield 
Serot 

13010000020000- 7 
2 2 1 0 1 5 0 0 1 1 0 2 5 1 - 21 

Kills- Brumfield 9, Serot 17, Passes- Brumf ield 6, Serot 1 O; Errors 
- Brumfield 8, Serot 4; Ace s - Serot 1; Hinders - 6 ; Time Outs -
Brumfield 1. 

GAME 3 

Serot 
Brumfield 

0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 120 10100 0 1 100 0 140 1 -15 
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 2 0 4 0 5 - 21 

Kills - Brumfield 29, Serot 18 ; Passes - Brumf ield 8, Serot 16; 
Errors-Brumfield 6, Serot 10; Aces- None; Hinders-21 ; T ime Outs 
- Brumfield 3. 

I 

-

RACQUETBALL 

8 0110111 lefr-N. R .C. Nmio11al Co111-
111iss io11er Joe Ardiro gives 10-year-o /d 
Hart J oh11s011 a few poilllers abour floor 
111mwgi11g. Li11le Harr 11"0II rhe /,earrs of 
players a11dfa11s alike: when 110111•arch­
i11g rhc pros he was sneaking i11 and 0111 
of open courrs ro pracrice. 

Beloll' - His face re/ls rhe srory of rlwr 
shor. as Jerry Hilecher grimaces after 
111issi 11g a se r-up i11 his semi-final march 
agai11sr Sre,'l' Seror. Ir 11·as Jerry 's jirs r 
1·isi1 ro rhe se mi "s 011 rhe N. R .C. rour . 
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"Brumfield rage " , a psychological 
ploy aimed at intimidating his oppo­
nent with shouting , berating and 
vocal warfare . The hope is to upset 
young Sero! into early errors . B'ut 
Steve, although young in years, is a 
tournament veteran , and he stoi­
cally faced up to the rage , nine in­
nings worth. 

After nine innings the score was 
Brumfield 3, Sero! 2. The rage was 
over . 

Neither player could establish 
much of an advantage as the game 
methodically wore on , with ties at 
seven, eight and nine before Brum­
field put together three unanswered 
points for a 12-9 lead . When Sero! 
came back with one point , Brumfield 
called a time -out , but Steve scored 
three more, forcing Charlie to use 
his third and last official time out of 
the game. A single point after the 
rest gave Steve a 14-12 lead and 
potential momentum in his favor . 

But Brumfi eld is the master at 
stopping momentum . And he did it 
by using the deliberat e long serves , 
initially for rest , as he wa s out of time 
outs, but cont inuously therafter as 
the psychological weapon which 
was work ing . W ith it he scored four 
consecutive point s in the bottom of 
the 24th inning to era se the four 
Sero! has won, giving Charlie a 
16-141ead. 

Se ro/ fo llo ws /11.1 ce ili11g ba ll (ri g /11) a r 
/J mmj ie ld go C'S back 10 re1r1e1•e 1he s/101 
111 J,-0 111 of 1he f ull ho use a l lllC' M il -
11·r111kee l·la11dba ll /R acq11e1ba ll C lu b . 
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Bru1 11fie td ·s ro ge ( IC'f i ) 111c/ 11dC'd 
m oc k- ,·io le11cC' by h i11i11g //, (' bo ll near 
S eror. ,d ,ose d ii-e co m e 11p ,·l,or1. Th is 
1ime Sw, ·e 11·as 110 1 i111im ida1ed . 

Sero! tallied once more to 15-16 , 
but Charlie never lost the serve 
thereafter , running out in the amaz ­
ing 26th inning for a 21-15 win . 

"I really hated to slow the game 
down , ,. apologized Brumfield after 
the match. "But there were three 
important factors . First , I was tired . 
Second , he had momentum going , 

and third, I wanted to win. I hope the 
fans didn 't mind too much. " 

On the contrary, the fans enjoyed 
every second, applauding nearly 
five minutes after the w inning point 
was made . 

In the Amateu r Open divis ion , 
Galen John son , Green Bay , de­
feated 16-year-o ld Mart ie Hogan , 
St. Lou is for the title , 15-2 1, 21-12 
21-11 . Johnson is slowly com ing 
back after knee problems , and 
looked good. Hogan , unknown in 
the upper Midwest , but show ing an 
impressive game is a name to watch 
for the future . 

Johnson topped Wausau 's Jerry 
Hoff in the sem i's 21 -8, 21-13 , wh ile 
Hogan was el im inat ing Rudi 
Losche , Ch e sterfield , Missour i , 

I 
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20-2 1, 21-11, 21-8. Hott took third 
place on Sunday 18 -21, 21-14, 
21-15. 

Twenty-four women made up one 
of the toug hest Midwest gals draws 
in some time , but as usua l, it was 
Kathy Williams capturing top prize. 
In a re-match of their Regiona l fi­
nals , she bested Sue Carow, Glen­
view , Illinois 21-12, 21-8 . Kathy , 
from Hazel Park, Michigan was at 
her best game, while Sue didn 't 
have the fine control that enabled 
her to take Wi lliams to three games 
in the Regional. 

W illiams toughest match came in 
the semi's as she squeezed by Ter i 
Davis, Plymouth, Michigan 21-17, 
21-20. Carow eased by her sem i­
final opponent Jo El len Wis-

RACQUETBALL 
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Sreve S1ra11de1110, a/rhough e11c111t1al 
loser ro Bru111field in rhe se111i-ji11als. did 
1101 rake rhe i111i111idario11 fr om Charlie . 
Here (rig/ 11) he g ives rhe Brum some of 
his 0 11•11 medicine. 

chnewsk i, Madison 21 -6, 21-5 . It 
was then Davis for third 21-11 , 9-21, 
21-9. 

Back to the profess ionals , where 
Brumfield found himself in the 
semi-finals aga inst Strandemo, the 
man who topped him in Houston . 
This was their first meeting since 
then and the Brum was ready. He 

never tra iled after the third inn ing, 
building a slight edge, and then 
sensing the moment to go in for the 
kill. It came at 15-10 when Charlie 
put together five points in the 13th 
inning and another in the 14th for the 
21-10 win. 

Game two was not as close as the 
21 -15 score indicated . Brumfield 
jumped ou t to a tremendous lead, 
first 5-1, then 11-3, and up to 15-4 by 
the 10th inn ing. He then coasted 
unt il Strandemo came back to 14-18 
with five po ints in the 18th, but Cha r­
lie answered him with two in the bot­
tom of the 18th and the 21s t a few 
innings later . 

In the upper ha lf Serot was 
matched aga inst fellow-St. Lousian 
Jerry Hilecher , mak ing his first trip to 
the semi -finals on the N.R.C . tour . 
But Jerry was no match for his long ­
time friend , as Serot was red-hot , as 
hot as can be imagined . 

In 12 minutes the first game was 
over , 21-4 as Serot's game was un­
believable . He shot with devastat­
ing accuracy; his passes were pin­
point , and his control was amaz ing. 
Serot's first and only error of the 
game came at 19-3! It wasn't that 
Hilecher played poorly , he wa s just 
overwhelmed . 

The second game was a different 
story , for a whi le, anyway . Jerry 
played very well, hitting some shots 
he miss ed in the first game, and 
Serot cooled off somewhat. But the 
fans could sense Steve was like a 
caged lion, soon to be let loos e, and 
then watch out. 

At 11-10 he broke loose, tallying 
four times in the seventh frame and 
six more in the eighth for a 21-12 
victory . 

The quarter -fina ls had two up­
sets, and no three-game matches , 
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which has become unusual for the 
N.R.C. tour . 

Serot topped Bill Dunn, Un ion 
City, California , 21-12, 21-12 , after 
Dunn had upset Mike Zeitman in the 
round of 16. Hilecher stopped Bill 
Schmidtke 21-15, 21-17 in a match 
that was not especially well played . 
Brumfield defeated Ron Rubens­
tein, who gave a good account of 
himself in one game but couldn 't 
keep up the pace 21-16, 21-7 . 
Strandemo pulled the biggest upset 
of the round by eliminating Steve 
Keeley 21-10 , 21-19. 
NOTES OF THE MA TC HES .. . 
Some great first round matches , in­
cluding Zeitman 's 21-20, 21-20 vic­
tory over Ron Strom , St. Cloud , 
Minnesota . Strom had the serve for 
game in both games , but couldn 't 
muster the big 21. In the second his 

(Opp os ire pa ge) Sreve Kee ley gives 
rm inrense srare 10 Srra11de1110 as rhc 
11111srachi oe d Sa n Die gon pr epar es ro 
hir a ceiling shor in 1heir quarr er -jinal 
111(1/Ch . 

20 

serve at 20-all hit the side wall, forc­
ing the side out and allowing Zeit­
man a chance for the win . .. Gordon 
Kelly , Grand Rap ids, Michigan , top­
ped pro Jim Austin 21-14, 21-7 for a 
nice $50 win , and went on to give a 
good match to Hilecher . . . Cha rl ie 
Garfinkel had to hustle to top 
Cincinnati 's Rob Ab rams , 20-21 , 
21 - 17 , 21-4 ... while Geo rge 
Rudysz barely eliminated a three 
game match with Tom Wirkus , Fond 
du lac, 21-20 , 21-11 .. . Charlie 
Drake, forced to three games 
against Milwaukee 's Dan Trost 
21-7 , 10-21, 21-13. 
NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT . 
.. Intense fog Thursday night and 
Friday morning made air travel into 
Milwaukee difficult. Forced pros Au­
stin and Rudysz to travel 15 hours 
Friday and then step right onto the 
court ... Owner Art Patch and Club 
manager Hal Raether, did the ir 
usual outstanding job in hosting . 
Local participation and support was 
fantastic .. . Thanks to Bob Keenan 
and Terry Schatzke for their help . .. 
Hart Johnson , 10-year-old from St. 
Paul, became the youngest entry in 
an N.R.C. tournament. Hart gave it 
his best , but lost in the first round ... 

T op lefr-An Par ch . M . H . R. C . 
owne r . pr ese nrs Ga len J ohnso n IVilh 
jir sr p lace a111are11r ope n rrophy, IVhile 
Hal Rae rher( r .) gives 2 nd p lace ro Mar­
lie Hoga n : Abo ve-Kar hy William Jo l­
loivs rhrough agai ns r Su e Car o 111. 

Be lo1V- 8ill Dunn. a s1117;rise q11arrer­
ji 11alis 1 gers se r ro se r ve . Bill paid h i 0IVII 
way fr om Sa n Fran cisco . 
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Tainted 
Revenge 

For 
Serot 

"I can 't do it, Joe . The calf is tom , 
there 's no way I can play. " 

That's the way Char lie Brumf ield 
put the situation to N.R.C . Nat ional 
Commissioner Joe Ardito minutes 
before his scheduled champ ior.ship 
match with Steve Serot. Charlie did 
not play and a disappointed gallery 
was informed that the first place 
prize money had been awarded to 
Serot , by the injury default. 

Depite lack of a final match , the 
Chicago Open was marked by out­
standing play , and for the first time in 
four N.R .C. tournaments , the top 
eight seeds all reached the quarter 
final round. 

Brumfie ld 's injury came in the 
third game of a brutal semi -final 
match against fellow San Dieg an 
Steve Keeley . It was the second 
match of a hot , humid Windy City 
day and both players were physi­
cally fatigued by the third game of 
the semi's . 

Keeley captured the first game , 
an exciting 21-20 victory , only to 
succumb to the heat and Brum ­
field 's powerful game , 21-7 in the 
second . The third found both play­
ers bordering of dehydration , in 
spite of gallons of wate r, salt pills 
and other high energy foods . 

The score proceeded methodi­
cally early in the game until a tre­
mendously long rally at 6-5 Brum­
field serving . Both players were rac­
ing around the court , a few dives 
and extended muscles increased 
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Diving was in order ar rhe Chicago 
Pro-A m as Brumfi eld (bo uom righr) 
does his rhmg in makin g af a111as ric ge r. 
(T op righr) Now ir's Sclunidrk e' s wm ro 
body s111f. (Oppo sire pa ge) Seror rakes 
off ro rerrieve a pe,f ecr pa ss shor. He 
did11' 1 ge r rhis 011e . 

the rapid action until Keeley finally 
? ended the rally with a pass down the 

right wall. 
As the rally ended , both players 

appeared to sustain cramps . Keeley 
hobbled with a tight left thigh , and 
Brumfield, on the floor in deep right 
court also emerged limp ing. Charlie 
requested an injury time out from 
referee Bill Schmidtke , and was de­
nied one on the basis that cramp s 
do not constitute an injury . Failing to 
convince the referee Brumf ield took 
his plight to the highest authority , 
Comm issioner Ardito , who over­
ruled Schmidtke and allowed Brum­
f ield five minutes for the injury . 
Keeley , too, loosened up during the 
interval and play resumed . 

Few points separated the players 
the entire third game , and Charlie , 
limp ing badly at the end came out 
with a 21-17 win . 

"I suppose I really should have 
forfeited to Steve, once I realized I 
tore the calf muscle ," said Char lie. 
"But Steve and I go at it often , and 
we 're both from San Diego , and 
frankly , I was going to use my last 
gasp of breath to beat him ." 

Serot , the 18-year-old wonder , 
had no such problems. 

"It 's a shame to win this way, " he 
said , "because I was really ready 
for Brumfield . But I wouldn 't want 
him to aggravate the injury . I know I 
wouldn 't if I were him ." Steve 
topped Steve Strandemo in his 
semi-final match 21 - 12 , 21 -15, 
jumping to big leads in both games. 
Strandemo had defea ted B ill 
Schmidtke in tlie quarters to reach 
the sem i's for the second time in four 
N.R.C. tourneys. 

" I just couldn 't cope with his 
game ," said Strande mo . "He was 
fresh and I was pretty tired after the 
Schmidtke match . "Serot is tough 
enough as it is, but when you can 't 
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cover against him, there's no way ." 
The quarter-final round had the 

usual outstanding matches , two of 
which went three games. The high-
1 ig ht was Strademo's win over 
Schmidtke, a match expected to be 
tight, and which lived up to all expec­
tations . 

Game one was a thrilling win for 
Schmidtke, using beautiful forehand 
kills and doing as little retrieving as 
possible. Bill was suffering from 
slight sprains on both ankles, while 
Steve had been complaining at 
times during the week of upset 
stomach. But the game was well 
played and Bill eeked out a 21-19 
victory. 

Steve came back in game two , 
took a commanding lead , and held 
off a mild Schmidtke threat to win 
rather convincingly 21-14 . With the 
court temperature rising rapidly due 
to the unusually balmy Chicago day , 
both players welcomed the 10 mi-
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nute break between games two and 
three . 

In the third Strandemo again took 
the lead , but Schmidtke came back 
and at 20-18 put Steve out once . But 
Bill couldn 't manage any points 
when he went in, and Steve cap­
tured match point on his next ser­
vice . 

Serot "routined " Chicago's Ron 
Rubenstein in another of the 
quarter-final matches, 21-11, 21-9. 
It was a disappointing loss for Ruby 
who was playing before his home 
town crowd. 

But Serot's game , in it's best form 
ever , was not to be denied . Captur­
ing center court early and neve r 
leaving it, Steve forced the play to 
Ron , never allowing him to set up for 
shots , constant ly retrieving . 

"/ couldn 't get the ball by him ," 
moaned Ruby after the match . " / 
don 't see how anybody can . He an­
ticipates . He dives . He takes balls 

out of the air . He 's just too good. I 
don 't see how anybody beat s him ." 

Brumfield and Jerry Hilecher had 
an exciting three games in another 
quar ter final match , with Jerry 's in­
consistency still the major factor in 
determining the outcome. 

Charlie blit zed through th e young 
St. Louisian in game one 21-5. 
Nothing Hilecher hit would go in, 
and the Brum had complete contro l, 
forcing errors , hitting great passing 
shots , and mixing in an occassional 
kill. 

But the second game was differ ­
ent. Hilecher d id not lose his confi­
dence , but rather became more de­
term ined . This time he began mak­
ing his shots , kept his cool when it 
got t ight late in the game , and sur­
vived with a 21-17 win to even the 
match . 

In the third Brumfield regained his 
dom ination , taking an ear ly advan­
tage and building the game on his 
terms . Hilecher couldn ' t hit the 
needed hi g h percentag e of his 
shots , and Charlie eased in to a 
21-1 2 match win. 

(A/Jove) Ron R11be11s1ei11 fri es 10 hold · 
back t il e exple t i"e s as li e co 111e111pla//:s 
Ii is p r el' io11s sho1. ( lef l) The Sc/1111icil ke 
ex1e11sio 11 of the ce i l ing ball . 
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The fourth quarter-final match pit­
ted Mike Zeitman against Steve 
Keeley, in one that should have 
gone three games , but did not. Mike 
was playing very well and was able 
to keep Steve off balance and re­
trieving in most of the first game. 
Zeitman moved to a 20-14 lead and 
most people completely wrote off 
Keeley. But someone forgot to tell 
Steve , as he methodically rolled his 
way to a 20-20 tie and finally stole 
the game from Mike 21-20 . 

Game two saw the situat ion re­
versed , as Keeley captured a 20-14 
lead, but Zeitman could not make 
the necessary comeback, and 
Keeley came away with the game 
and match 21-14. 

I 

NOTES OF THE PROS ... Big­
gest upset in the first round saw 
Paul lkier, Minneapol is top San 
Diego 's Charlie Drake with devas­
tating ease , 21-10 , 21-11. lkier has 
been going to the Schmditke school 
of racquetball while doing part-time 
work at The Court House in the Tw in 
Cities. Paul was stopped in his next 
match by Zeitman 21-7, 21-16 . .. 
Another upset , at least an occassion 
when one player with fewer tourna­
ment credentials ousts another w ith 
more . This was Joe Ycaz a, Atlanta , 
and coming fast, topping Gordon 
Kelly, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Scores were 21-10 , 21-14 , a big win 
for Joe . He couldn 't duplicate in the 
next round , however , as he ran into 
Brumfield 21-4 , 21-12 . . . Other pros 
going three games, Bill Thurman 
over Tom Wirkus 21-12 in the third , 
and George Rudysz over Jim San­
tino, 21-16 in the third ... Unable to 
attend due to business or illness 
were Jim Aust in and Ken Wong , 
thus making room for five non ­
contract pros to take home some of 
the round of 16 cash . . . St. Louis ' 
Jerry Zuckerman , playing well , went 
to 21-18, 21-17 with Strandemo in 
the first round. 

Shelly Clar (r.) p repares 10 sh oo, a kill i11 his finals 111a1ch 1vi1h John Harl. Han 
111011 1he 11101ch i11 rhree games . 

Amateur Open 

Chicago 's John Hart didn 't ex­
actly do it the easy way, but he did 
survive many pitfa lls , some se lf 
made, some made by others, to win 
the amatuer open division of the 
Chicago Pro-Am open. 

Hart , the second ranked player in 
Il linois, defeated Northbrook's 
She lly Clar 16-21 , 21-18, 21-3 in the 
finals to top the 64-man field. It was 
John's third three game match of the 
tourney , indicative of the close 
competition among the amateurs. 

Clar had ousted top-seeded, Mar­
tie Hogan , the 16-year-old St. Lou is 
youngster in the quarter finals 
21-14, 21-17. Hogan had finished 
second in the Milwaukee Pro-Am 
open division. 

The Hart-Clar match turned out to 
be the top match of the final day, due 
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to the injury default in the pro finals. 
Shelly had defeated Fred Blaess , 
Illinois number four in the semi's in a 
long and exhausting ordeal 21-19, 
9-21, 21-8 , and came into the finals 
playing the best raque tbal l of his 
tournament career. 

Hart meanwh ile, didn't seem to be 
on his normally sharp game , com­
mitting a number of men tal and 
physica l errors , despite being able 
to win in the early rounds. He de­
feated Dennis Kemble , newly 
crowned Illinois State B champ 
21-18, 19-21, 21-2, odd scores to 
say the least. Next round he again 
needed three to top Gi l Schmi tt, 
playing a greatly improved game, 
11-21 , 21-10 , 21-13. 

It wasn 't until the sem i-finals that 
Hart really put his game together , 
and it was enough to bury Joe 
Bechard , Champaign , 21-8 , 21-6. 
Shooting both forehand and back­
hand, and driving well, Hart com­
pletely dom inated master Bechard. 

Joe turned around and captured 
third place from Blaess 18-21 , 21-4, 
21-11. 

In othe r quarter-final action 
Blaess topped Champaign 's Ron 
Johnson 15-21, 21-13 , 21-13. ltw as 
Johnson 's first action since return­
ing from an extended business trip 
that forced him to give up playing for 
some three months . 

Bechard topped Champaign 's 
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.. 
Steve Bulter in the other quarter­
final match, 21-3, 19-21, 21-14. But­
ler had recently taken second in the 
Illinois state B tournament. 

OTHER INTERESTING match­
es ... Clar's exciting three game win 
over close friend Paul Franks, also 
of Northbrook, 21-6, 16-21 , 21-19 . . 
. Hogan topping three of Chicago's 
best , Dan Little 21-9 in the third, 
Graham Moore 21-12 in the third, 
and Al Levine 14 and 1 7 . .. Bulter 
over Howie Carl in the 16' s, 21-7 in 
the third . .. Entries from as far away 
as Brooklyn, New York , Cincinnati, 
St. Louis, Detroit, Indianapolis, La 
Crosse, Wisconsin. 

Women's Open 

She's the greatest , that's all there 
is to it. On whom else can such an 
accolade be bestowed than Peggy 
Steding, the women's national 
champ ion? And she proved to be 
the best in the Midwest too , as 
Peggy crushed all opponents en 
route to the championship of the 
women's division of the Chicago 
Pro-Am Open. 

Central Regional winner Kathy 
Williams was there , as was Reg­
ional runner-up Sue Carow. Top St. 
Louis gals like Chris Ackerman and 
Barb Halpern tried their luck along 
with Camille McCarthy, tops in In­
diana. But none of them could with­
stand the pressure from Steding, 
who never allowed an opponent to 
reach double figures in any game 
the entire tournament. 

In the finals it was Steding versus 
Williams , the match of numbers one 
and two seeds. And although many 
of the observers felt Williams could 
take a game, or even the match, it 
was all Steding from the outset. 

After initial jockeying in the begin­
ning of game one , a mid-game run 
put Peggy in the drivers seat. Using 
her powerful drive serves, primarily 
the scotch to Kathy's backhand, she 
forced weak service returns and 
many easy points. 

When involved in an extended 
rally, Peggy 's brilliant ceiling game, 
kept Kathy flailing in the deep left 
corner, worrying about just retriev­
ing the ball, not even considering a 
decent defensive return . The scores 
were 21-9, 21-8. 

"She's just too good," said Wil­
liams after the match. "She just 
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wore me down ." 
Williams shouldn 't feel so bad. 

She scored more points against 
Peggy than any other contestant. 

In the semi-finals Steding raced 
through Carow , number two ranked 
in Illinois, by the scores of 21-8, 
21-1. Sue's game retrieving style 
was not enough to cope with the 
Steding power game . 

Unable to keep up the rugged ce il­
ing pace demanded by Peggy 's 
style , Sue soon wilted under the 
constant barrage. As Peg's ceiling 
and drives became more and more 
powerful, Carow 's returns became 
less and less effective. 

Sue's hustle and determination 
accounted for the eight points in 
game one, but tired and unable to 
kill the ball, there was nothing left in 
the second . 

In the bottom bracket the semi­
final found Williams against Chris 
Ackerman in what turned out to be a 
good match. Kathy eventually came 
out on top 21-14, 21-15, but not 
without knowing she was in a dog­
fight the whole way . 

As in the Steding-Carow match, 
the Williams-Ackerman contest 
saw power win out over finesse. 
Kathy being much stronger than 
Chris, and wielding a much more 
fluid and accurate backhand, kept 
control of the game. Chris ' retrieving 
was excellent and she made the 
shots when they came her way, but 
unfortunately she was chasing them 
most of the time. 

The quarters had some great 
matches, including two 21-20 
games . That was not the case in the 

( Above) Peggy Sreding is all smiles as 
size acceprs lzer ji rsr pla ce award fr om 
ro11n1a111e11r clzair111a 11 Ji111 Di Viro. 
( Below) Sue Carow lers everybody know 
lzow size f eel abollf rlze 011rco111e of lzer 
111arclzes. Size didn' r lzare ir 1111ril size mer 
Sredi11g . 
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top match as Steding destroyed 
Northbrook 's Bev Franks 21-5 
21-5. Franks has stopped Halper~ 
in the second round 13 and 20, but 
just couldn 't cope with the Steding 
game. 

The best match of the quarters 
was Carow 's win over Teri Davis, 
Hazel Park, Michigan. Davis, un­
tested to the quarters proved an 
equal opponent to Susie, winning 
game one 21-16 . But the tough little 
Glenview , Illinois ace came back 
and squeezed out the second game 
21-20. The tough loss seemed to 
take some of the spark out of Teri's 
game , and the third game went to 
Carow 21-7. 

Notes of the Tourney 

Ackerman hound herself in a real 
tussle in anothe r quarter-final match 
against one of Illino is' better 
players, Lois Dowd, Winnetka . The 
match potentially hinged on the first 
game and it was Chr is in a na il-biter, 
21-20. Lois gave it a game effort in 
the second , but Ackerman had the 
shots when they counted 21-14. 

Will iams played one of Illinois' 
br ight young stars, Jean Sauser , 
Morton Grove in the fourth quarter­
final. Although lacking sorely in 
tournament exper ience, Sauser still 
was able to prove a creditable op­
ponent for Kathy . Key errors by 
Jean in crucial early situations led to 
Kathy's 21-12 , 21-14 win. 

NOTES OF THE WOMEN .. . 
Carow was awarded third place on a 
default by Ackerman ... The tour­
nament was d isappointed by the 
no-show of Indianapolis ' Pat Foltz, 
second placer in the Illini Open last 
December ... the Illinois Racquet­
ball Association was proud that four 
Illinois gals reach the quarters , and 
one, Carow , took third . .. Another 
disappointment was not see ing 
state champ Shirley Lind. Don 't 
know why Shirley took a bye on this 
one . . . Steding in an exhibition 
match after her quarter-final, topped 
tourney director Jim DiVito. No 
scores were available. 

DiVito, Park District Work Hard 
The Chicago Park District , 

through the efforts of Jim Divito , 
tournament chairman and his fine 
staff and committee , d id an out­
stand ing job of organiz ing and run­
ning of the Chicago Pro-Am. 

In that regard we 'd like to thank 
Jim , h is wife Dr . Angela DiV ito , 
Dorothy Abb inanti, Carrie Porter , 
Connie Banas iek, George Macuga , 
Baldo Savorino , Tom Warren and 
Pete Perrafto for their unselfish 
help. As always , you miss a few 
when the thank you 's are given out , 
so to all who aided , thanks much . 

The Park District hosted a hospi­
tality party Friday night at the Holi­
day Inn , tourney headquarters . 
Ideal time for most of the players 
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and staff to relax and shoot the 
breeze about racquetball. 

A Saturday night get-together 
hosted by the N.R.C . highlighted by 
drinks, d inner and the performance 
of Sarian, exotic belly dancer , 
proved to be enterta ining for the 40 
or so people who attended ... 

Same night found many of the 
Chicago personnel attending per­
formance of Frank Sinatra, at the 
Chicago Stadium . . . 

The strangely warm weather 
caused slight playing problems, 
mainly Friday and Saturday after­
noon .. . the hot air , humidity from 
the nearby Olympic size swimming 
pool , and small packed galleries , in­
itiated wall and floor sweating . . . but 

the players adjusted admirably . .. 
Our thanks to the University of Il­

linois Chicago Circle Campus for 
the use of their facility . Some im­
provements have been made on the 
courts, eliminating court hinders. 
And not to be critical, but if they 
could renovate the doub les squash 
court into a handball / racquetba ll gal­
lery court, the entire facility would be 
better off .. . 

Nice to see some old St. Louis 
friends ... Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Serot , 
happy over son Steve 's win in the 
pro bracket, but rather seeing him 
winning in action . .. Nancy Zelson .. 
. in as spectator only, but could have 
done a good job had she elected to 
compete. 

The Chicago Co111111111ee (/. 10 r.) Baldo Savori110. Bud Paui. 
Carri e Por1er, Jim DiVi10 . Doro1hy Abbi11a111i, Co1111ie 
Banasiak, Tom Warren and George Macuga. 

PRBDL 
CONTAINER 

CORPORATION 

312 •22 7-6000 
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Steve Keeley, the golden-haired 
San Diegan, made it two national 
titles in a row when he captured the 
open singles championsh ip of the 
Nation al Paddleball Associat ion last 
month . He then teamed with Len 
Baldor i, East Lansing and won the 
open doubles to successfully ac­
complish the paddleball double 
play. 

Keeley bested Troy , Michigan 's 
Dan McLaughlin in the finals for the 
second consecutive year and 
strangely enough by the identical 
scores of 21-16, 21-17 . And it was 
the usual story of McLaughlin not 
being qu ite able to come up with the 
needed w inning shot when he had 
Steve on the ropes . 

The tournament was held at the 
University of Michigan and many 
thanks must go to Rod Grambeau 
Sr ., Dick Pitcher and the entire Flint 
contingent for making U.M. availa­
ble to host the tournament , on rela­
tively short notice . 

A crucial tactical error , possibly 
cost McLaughlin and partner Ray 
Bayer a shot at the open doubles 
title , and definitely cost Bayer a 
chance in the open singles. 

Having elected to enter both sing­
les and doubles , both players had to 
play four matches on Saturday , the 
tourney 's next to last day . After each 
had won their quarter-final singles 
and teamed for a quarter-final dou­
bles win , McLaughlin and Bayer de­
cided to play doubles preceding 
singles in the late afternoon. By the 
luck of the draw they had to play 
each other in singles and they both 
felt they would be a stronger team 
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It's Fun 
To Get 

A Double 
Play 

So ii 11·a 111i1h Sieve Kee ley (upp er 
lej1) as he s lopp ed Dan Mc u111ghli11 
(upper rig ht) for the paddl eba /1 si11gles 
1i1le. Kee ley !hen 111e111 011 10 ,vin 1he 
doubles wi1h Le n Baldon . 

fresh against Keeley and Baldori. 
But luck has a funny way of doing 

things to people and Bayer 's luck 
ran out. At one game apiece in the 
doubles semi Ray was hit w ith ex­
treme leg cramps that negated his 
mobility. See ing their opponent in 
trouble, Keeley and Baldori took ad­
vantage of the situation, and al­
though Bayer hung in gamely, there 
was no way he cou ld cover or hit 
effective shots. The match went to 
Keeley-Baldori , 12-21 , 21 -16 , 
21-13. 

Thus Bayer was through. He now 
had to go in against McLaughlin , the 
tournament's second seed in a sing­
les semi -fina l, and the outcome was 
known before they started. Ray 
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gave in a courageous effort , but was 
nowhere near his usual game as 
partner Dan eliminated him 21-4, 
21-10 . 

A long-m issed hairy face showed 
up in Ann Arbor this year , and it be­
long ed to forme r National Pad­
dleball champ Craig Finger , whose 
entry and surprisingly sharp game 
created great interest. Finger, how­
ever , found himself on the same 
side of the draw as Keeley , and the ir 
meeting in the semi -s was unfortu­
nate , for Craig anyhow , as he went 
down 21-13, 21-7 . 

On Craig's behalf , he won an ex­
hausting morning match in the quar­
ters against tou rnamen t darkhorse 
Dick Jury, reigning Michigan State 
champ who all but obliterated the 
field in that tournam ent. But tourney 
veteran Finger was not impress ed 
and he captured a good w in 21 -18, 
16-21 , 21-11. 

In doubles there was some ques ­
tion as to how well little (5 '5, 140 
pounds) Baldori would stand up, not 
only physically but pressure-wise as 
well. 

"Watch this, " said Keeley prior to 
their semi-final match . " They 'll hit 
Len 20 shots to every one they hit to 
me. " 

Th is is not an unusual tactic , in 
fact it was expected by both teams . 
The surprise was that Baldori re­
sponded tremendously well to the 
pressure and played probab ly the 
best paddleba ll of his life as the 
tourney went on. 

"The little guy got better every 
round," said partner Keeley . "It was 
truly amazing." 
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Women's singles was played for 
the first time in N,P.A . history and 
the not-unexpected winner was 
Kathy Williams , Hazel Park, 
Michigan. Kathy defeated usual 
Michigan finals foe Teri Davis in an 
exciting match, 21-20 , 21-14 for the 
title. It was the only match in wh ich 
either gal's opponent scored in dou­
ble figures. 

Thirteen women entered and it 
looks like the female participation in 
paddleball is here to stay . 

In the semi-finals Kathy topped 
Pat Krise , Ypsilanti 21-5 , 21-4 , while 
Teri defeated Mary Wells , Ann 
Arbor 21-8, 21-9. 

Harold Branster , of Flint , won the 
Masters singles competition , best­
ing Hank Walker , Ann Arbor 21-11, 
21-12 in the fina ls. Branstner actu­
ally had a tougher time in the semi 's 
as he needed three games to top C. 
Gene McElroy, Jackson , by the 
scores of 21-9, 18-21, 21 -11 . 
Walker had eliminated the tourney 's 
top seed Paul Teets , Allen Park in 
the semi 's 21-15 , 21-18 . 

( L . 10 R .) Top-G11111p1ow, Williams. Davis . llc kerman ; Bouom-Ur ee/, S1ewar1. 
Wil/ia111 - Da vis were women 's doubl es champs : Ur ee l-S1 e111ar1 100k 2nd : 
ll cker111a11- G11111p1ow 111011 3rd . 

In Masters doubles the steady 
team of Rod Grambeau , Sr ., and 
Steve Gallett i, rebound ed from a 
second place finish a year ago to 

capture their second title in three 
years , breez ing through the tour­
ney. 

N.P.A. Re-organizes 

In the championsh ip match , Lou 
Hekhuis and Mordechia Kreinin , 
East Lansing , cou ldn't stand up to 
the lefty-righty duo and succumbed 
21-14, 21-8 . Rod and Steve topped 
Branstner and Lou Reid in their 
semi-final match 21-10, 21-12 while 
in the bottom bracket Hekhuis­
- Kreinin stopped Lou Giampetroni 
and Tom Ballantyne , Flint , 21-11, 
21-19 . 

One of the highlights of the Na­
tional Paddleball Association 
Championships was the re­
organization of the structure of 
the Association, and election of 
members to the newly created 
Board of Managers. 

In a Friday evening convention 
meeting of paddleball players , 
the new by-laws were instituted 
and elections held . The follow­
ing persons were named to the 
Board : Robert W. Kendler and 
Charles Leve , permanent mem­
bers; Tom Ballantyne , Dick Jury , 
Dick Pitcher, Teri Davis , Ray 
Bayer, Dan McLaughlin, Lou 
Hekhuis and Gene McElroy 
members. 

In the first meeting of the Board 
of Managers on April 19, 1974 , 
the following discussions took 
place, with Board members Bal­
lantyne, Leve , Bayer , Jury , 
McLaughlin , Pitcher and Davi s 
(through proxy) present. 

Any member of the National 
Paddleball Association can have, 
free of charge, a copy of the new 
by-laws of N.P .A . The by-laws 
will be sent upon verification of 
membership. If you would like a 
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copy simply send your name and 
address to N.P.A., 4101 Demps­
ter St., Skokie, IL 60076. 

Revolving terms of office were 
organized for the various posi­
tions of managers on the Board . 
Pres ident, Bob Kendler , and 
treasurer , Chuck Leve were 
elected permanent members . 
Three year terms for the 1st Vice 
President and General Manager 
and second Vice President; two 
year terms for the present tour­
nament manager, future tourna­
ments manager, and public ity 
manager; one year terms for 
rules manager, secretary and 
one at-large position. 

Elected were: 
Ballantyne - Vice President 

and General Manager 
Hekhuis- 2nd Vic e President 
Jury - Tournament manager 
Pitcher - Future tournament 

manager 
McElroy - Publicity Manager 
Davis - Rules Manager 
Bayer - Secretary 
McLaughlin - At-Large 
For further details contact the 

N.P.A ., 4101 Demp ster St., 
Skokie , IL 60076. 

Women 's doubles was won by 
Davis and Wil liams 21- 15, 21-14 
over Carol Stewart and Gail Ureel , 
Ann Arbor . 

There was consolation in all brac­
kets as the 135 total entries got 
plenty of action. Rich Sanborn de­
feated Ger Fennell in the open 16 
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Top--- (L. to R.) Keeley . Baldori, 
Ter ry . Co nnin . Middl e- Walker, Bran­
stne r. Teet s. Bottom- Action in the 
Masters do ubles final s with ( I. to r.) 
Hek hu is . Grambe au . Galetti. 

and 18; Teets won the Masters by 
de fault; Chr is Ackerm an topped the 
women 's 5 and 3 over Este r Kir­
shenbaum , Ann Arbor ; Giampe­
troni-Ballantyne beat Branstner 
and Reid 12 and 16 in Master dou­
bles ; and Sanborn and Mike 
Cheney topped Ron Glosser and 
Tom Borden 13 and nine in the ope n 
doub les. 

NOTES OF THE TOURNAM ENT . 
. . Other quarter-f inalists in the open 
were Chip Curt is who lost to Keeley 
nine and 1 O; .. two good ones went 
by the wayside in the ir quarter-final 
ope n sing les matches, Cliff Dawson 
to Bayer in three 16-2 1, 21-17 , 
21-12 and Glosser to McL aughlin 10 
and 17 . . . Finger won third place 
over an exhausted Bayer Sunday 
21-20, 21-4 .. . Players were hosted 
to a Friday night party with food and 
dr ink and "hea vy" discuss ion re­
garding the N.P.A. and the futu re of 
paddleball . A ll agreed that the game 
does have a bright future, but those 
invo lved must promote to keep the 
ba ll rolling . No quest io n that the 
game is alive and well in Michigan 
and the Michigand ers are resolved 
to sp read the word ... Bayer , 
elec ted to the new Board of Mana­
gers, was also recipient of the co­
veted Sportsmanship Award , and 
cheerf ully accep ted the revolv ing 
trophy from last year's winner Gal­
letti. Couldn 't have gone to a more 
deserving person . . . Jim Phillips , 
former Board member , from Flint, 
was down to take in the act ion and 
help in organization of th e new 
Board . Bad shou lder kep t Jimmy on 
the sidelines, but he probably did 
more work there than many d id on 
the court . . . Misse d old stand-bys 
Dale Riker, John Bauman and the 
McNam aras, along with th e Eau 
Claire group . . . Check upcoming 
issues of this magazine for reports 
on futur e paddleball tourn aments. 
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Jury Is Out For Michigan Paddlers 

BY Lou Giampetrone: 

FLINT, Mich . - "Despite reports 
to the contrary , paddleball is not 
dead." 

That's how the entry blanks were 
headed for the 1974 State of 
Michigan Paddlebal l Champion ­
ships March 1, 2 and 3 at the Flint 
YMCA . 

And judging by what has been 
described as the largest turnout 
ever for any paddleball event , the 
sport def initely is far from the grave . 

A total of 104 players entered and 
only three fa iled to show . 

With balls almost completely dis­
appearing from the market , pad­
dleballers were forced to use rac­
quetballs and anything else they 
could get the ir hands on the pursue 
the game . 

But fortunately , off ic ial pad­
dleballs were obtained at the end of 
the year . 

"We knew that many players had 
not had an opportunity to play much 
because of the ball problem and 
there was a fear that many just lost 
interest, " said Tom Ballantyne , 
tournamen t director . "But despite 
that, and the possibility of gasoline 
shortages, we decidec;J to go ahead 
with the tournament anyway. " 

The response was fantast ic. It 
was as if paddleballers were just 
waiting for something like this . En­
tries kept pouring in . 

"It was so overwhleming that we 
had to schedule matches only 45 
minutes apart, " said Jim Phill ips , of 
Flint , a former member of the board 
of directors of the Nat ional Padd le­
ball Association and co-chairman of 
the tournament. 

''That didn't seem realistic . But 
we did pick up some time on some 
matches so we never were very far 
behind . We received a lot of com­
pliments about how well the tour­
nament was run. " 

Dick Jury , a National Manufactur­
ers Association representative from 
Lansing , won the open singles title , 
defeating Ray Bayer , of Okemos . 

Third-seeded Jury, potentially 
one of the best paddleballers for 
years, reached the peak of his 
career in defeating top-seeded Dan 
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Mclaughlin , Troy , the 1972 champi­
ion, and then diposing of Bayer, the 
No. 2 seed, 21-4, 21-7. 

Some observers felt that Jury 
probab ly could handle the 1973 Na­
tional Paddleball champ , Steve 
Keeley, and hoped that Keeley 
would defend his title at the nation­
als this year in Ann Arbor . 

In open doub les of the state tour­
ney, Tom Connin and Bill Terry two 
Michigan State University students, 
defeated Rod Gra mbeau , head of 
the intramural program at the Uni­
versity of Michigan, and Mclaugh­
lin, 16-21, 21- 13, 21-11, for the t itle. 

The ir victory was surpr ising be­
cause Conn in had not played for 
about nine months, switching his in­
terests to archery , and Terry had 
played abou t a half-dozen times dur-

t 

ing that per iod . 
In masters singles, where players 

must be at least 40, Al Hosner, 
Vicksburg, defeated Max Hale, 
Grand Junc tion, 21-19, 21-4, for the 
title . 

In masters doubles, Erv Saultman 
and Lou Giampetroni, of Flint, won 
the championsh ip over Lee Middle­
ton , of Flint, and John Harris , Port 
Huron , 19-21, 21-3 , 21-19 . 

One player must be at least 40 
and the other at least 45 in masters 
doubles. 

So judging by this year's State of 
Michigan tourney, paddleball defi­
nitely is not dead and in no danger of 
expir ing . 

"Now we 're looking forward to 
the National Paddleball Champion­
ships in Ann Arbor April 18-21," 
sa id Phillips . 

r 

Die/.: Jur y . left, 11·,111 the 197-1 StW<' of J\lichi;,011 Par/d/,•/x1/I Cha111p1011sh ips open 
1·i11gles titlt• o ,·er Ray flay l'r (ri_i:ht). With 1h1'111 is To111 Bal/C111ty11e. tm 11·11m11c111 
dirl'ctor . 
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Rubenstein Cops Fourth Illinois Title 

For the fourth year in a row, it was 
no contest in the Illinois State Sin­
gles Championships . For the fourth 
year in a row , Highland Park's Ron 
Rubenstein captured the title , this 
time 21-8 , 21-6 over protoge, John 
Hart , from Chicago . 

Rubenstein, showing his great 
game that ranks him seventh in the 
nation , easily disposed of all com­
petition en route to his finals win . 
Ruby downed Champaign 's Don 
Webb 21-2 , 21-6 in the semi-finals 
and Bob Traul, Northbrook in the 
quarters 21-1, 21-4 . 

Hart on the other side of the 
bracket, topped Fred Blaess, Hoff­
man Estates 21-9, 21-5 in his semi­
final match and topped Shelly Clar , 
Northbrook 21-15, 21-9 in the quar­
ters . 

The Class B tournament was won 
by Dennis Kemble , formerly of San 
Diego now residing in LaGrange . 
He captured first place with a 21-5, 
21-16 victory over Steve Butler , 
Champaign . 

Kemble , who was extended to 
three games only once in the tour­
ney, topped Kent Gronberg, Evans ­
ton in the semi's , 21-3 , 21-15 . Butler 
needed three to best University of 
Illinois teammate Charlie Rish in his 
semi-final match 21-13 , 14-21 , 
21-17 . 

The women 's bracket was won by 
Northbrooks 's Sh irley Lind , the top 
seed , over Sue Carow , Glenview in 
an exciting 21-10 , 21-20 match . 
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Illin ois B champs (l . to r .) Benn Eilert . Kent Cronberg, Charlie Ri sh , Steve 
Bwl er, Dennis Kemble and J im Stotz. Eilert and Stotz were tournament dir ectors . 

Lind reached the finals by disposing 
of Jan Davenport , Bloomington 
21-14, 21-4 , while Carow topped 
Des Plaines ' Fran Deuster 21-16, 
21-10 . 

Third places were won by Deu ster 
21-8, 8-21 , 21-20 in the women 's ; 
by Webb 21-20 , 21-6 in the Men 's A ; 
and by Rish 15-21 , 21-20 , 21-19 in 
the Men 's B. 

The tournament was held at the 
Aurora , Y .M.C .A. and hosted jo intly 
by the Aurora Y and Illinois Rac­
quetball Association . The 102 total 
entries in all three brackets was a 
record in Illinois , the third consecu­
tive year , that entries have broken 
the previous mark. 

Jim Stotz, physical director of the 
Aurora Y, served as tournament 
chairman along with Fred Blaess , 
president of the Illinois Racquetball 
Association. Benn Eilert , Hugh 
Davidson, Tim Rusch , Chuck Leve 
and Lynn Crull also did oustanding 
jobs in mak ing the tournery a suc­
cess . 

With eight courts , including one 
glass spectator court , the Aurora Y 
proved that it could handle virtually 
any racquetball event. 

Rubenstein was his devastating 
self , as always in Illinois tourna­
ments . He has been the only state 

champ the Land of Lincoln has 
every known and he proved why 
once again. Totally dominating all 
opponents with perfect control and 
pin point shoot ing , Ruby coasted to 
the title . 

For everyone else , however , it 
was a scramble . Hart , who has been 
under Rubenste in's tutelege for the 
past year responded by defeating 
the best of the bottom bracket with ­
ou t needing three games . His easy 
sem i-f inal win over Blaess was 
somewhat of a surprise , although 
Fred was hampered by ·a bruised 
heel. 

Some very good players went ou t 
early in the tourney . Bill Barnes , 
Lake Forest , who finished fourth in 
the 1973 regional tourney , was 
knocked off for the second yea r in a 
row by Webb in the qua rters. Lee 
Duda , Chicago, gave Hart his best 
match to the fina ls, before succum b­
ing 21-16 , 21 -15 . Jeff Bowman , 
University of Illinois , was elim inated 
in the first round by Clar 21-13 , 
21-17 . 

In the B's, always the most excit­
ing of brackets in the Illinois tourney , 
the story was all Kemble . An un­
known for the most part , he proved 
too good for the rest of the competi-
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Adrian Wins 
First Kansas 
State Open 

Wich ita hosted the first Kansas 
State Singles Racquetball Champ­
ionships tournament this past 
week-end at the Central Branch 
Y.M.C.A. The Wichita Racquetball 
Club sponsored the event. There 
were three divisions of play: the 
Open , B, and Masters. 

In the Open division Phil Adrian of 
Wich ita captured the singles state 
title by defeating Gary Steele of 
Wichita, 21-5 , 21-14 in the finals . 
For third place John Casson of To­
peka defeated Wayne Campbell of 
Wichita, 5-21, 21-17 , 21-18 . Conso­
lation trophy was won by Glenn Fer­
guson of Wichita . 

In the Class " B" division John 
Paulin of Wichita defeated Ernie 
Ruelas of Hutchinson 21-13, 21- 14 
to capture the singles state title . For 
third place Fred McMillen of Wichita 
defeated Tom Wilkens of Topeka , 

tfri , 
21-5, 21-2. Consolation trophy was 
won by Marv in Wilson of Topeka . 

In the Masters div is ion Dean 
Lemmon of Topeka won the singles 
state title with Jim Gist of Wichita 
fi nis hing in seco nd place in the 
round-robin event. 

A total of thirty-seven entries par­
ticipated in the three div ision state 
tournament. Cities represented 
were Overland Park , Kansas City , 
Topeka , Hutchinson, Salina , 
Buhler, Dodge City , and Wichita. 

Rubenstein Tops Illinois 

From page 32 

tion , being pressured only in the 
third round by Chicago 's Tony 
Lisanti. Kemble eeked out a 14-21, 
21-6, 21-19 victory and he was on 
his way . 

Butler , on the other hand , strug­
gled throughout the tournament. 
After the second round he went 
three games in every match , besting 
Stan Wakmundski , Wimbledon, and 
Jim Whitaker , Peor ia, before top­
ping Rish in the semi 's. 

The obv ious gallery favorite in the 
B bracket was Gronberg, whose 
game is outstanding , especially 
when one considers that he is totally 
deaf. Playing without the advantage 
of hear ing the ball or his opponent , 
Kent was the darling of the fans . 

The surprise of the wom e n's 
event was Davenport , completely 
unknown in Illino is tournaments . 
She knocked off highly-regarded 
Jean Sauser , Northbrook in the first 
round and then topped fourth seed 
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Lois Dowd in the quarters 20-21, 
21-9. 21-13 . 

The finals between Lind and Car­
ow was an interesting match, mark­
ed by a great second game come­
back by Sue. Down 20-15 with Lind 
serv ing match point, the side was 
called out on Lind due to an avoid­
able hinder. Carow came in and 
benefit ing by a controve rsial "skip " 
call on Lind tied the game at 20-al l. 
But Shirley regained her composure 
and came in for 21 . 

The entire tournament was a 
rousing success , with the Aurora 
personnel blending very well with Il­
linois Racquetball Associat ion peo­
ple. And the players were great as 
usual , helping out with refereeing, 
floor managing and just about any­
thing asked of them . Many made 
their matches despite a blinding ice 
storm on the tourney 's seco nd day, 
making the 40 mile t rip fro m 
Chicago hazardous to say the least. 
But in true racquetball die-hard fash­
ion, the show did go on. 
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(L. 10 r .) Top- Ferg11son, Gisi. Wilson. 
M c Millan : 8 0110111-Slee/e, Adrian, 
? 011/111, R11elas. 

Tournament officials were Kent 
Taylor, Wayne Campbell, Gary 
Steele, Vic Schimming , and Rich 
Holden all of the Wich ita Racquet­
ball Club, Central Branch Y.M.C .A. 

Marilyn Lowe, who was encour­
aged to play racquetball by her en­
thusiast husband Bill, is now taking 
a rest from the game. She was tun­
ing her husband for the state tour­
ney at Indiana University . 

As she started to run for the ball, 
she suddenly went down in a heap. 
It was the metatarsal in her right 
foot . 

She took her new addition along 
to the state to support Bill , who last 
year was runner-.up in the Masters . 
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Center Court Position: 

By Steve Strandemo 

To win consistently in racquetball, 
center court position must be at­
tained and maintained throughout 
the match . There is no more impor­
tant strategic skill in racquetball than 
center court position. From it you 
are able to control the play, choose 
from a wide selection of shots, and 
cover your opponent's shots, all with 
a greater amount of ease than from 
any other location on the court . 

It stands to reason: when you are 
in the center court position (approx­
imately one step behind the short 
line (you are virtually equal-distant 
from any point on the court , thus you 
have an increased ability to "get " 
you opponent's ball. Also , you can 
kill into the corners, "f ly" kill, pass 
cross court or down the line, hit ceil­
ing or Z-balls . Every shot in rac­
quetball, except the backwall shots , 
can be executed from center court . 
The smart player will utilize as many 
of these as possible, in order to keep 
his opponent off balance and retriev­
ing. 

The Serve 

Assuming our goal, then, is to 
maintain center court posit ion, we 
must face the problem of how to at­
tain it. The easiest method of tak ing 
control of center court is to win the 
previous point. By gaining the serve , 
you have automatically put yourself 
in control of the center court at the 
outset of the next rally . The best way 
not to lose it is a strong, effective 
serve, causing a weak return by 
your opponent . 

Therefore , the astute player will 
vary his serve, keeping his oppo­
nent guessing , and taking advan­
tage of any weakness (usually the 
backhand) he might have. Probe 
your opponent with various serves . 
See how he reacts to a hard drive to 
his backhand, change the speeds, 
try a cross court (Scotch), or maybe 
a lob. Do not fall into the habit of 
serving the same serve every time , 
or maintaining the same pattern of 
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Kill Return (top view) 

serves. This will enable your oppo­
nent to anticipate your serve and hit 
an effective return , allowing him to 
gain center court position. 

The serve is all-important. Con ­
centrate when in the server's box . 
The rules allow you 10 seconds in 
which to serve. If you need them , 
use them. The smart player will use 
the serve as more than merely the 
method in which the ball is put into 
play. He will use it to control the 
center, and thus the game . 

The Serve Return 

Okay, but what if you're not serv­
ing? The problem now is to re­
gain the center court. As receiver all 
percentages are against you . First , 
the server , as alluded to above, can 
hit a multitude of shots and only he 
(not you) knows where he is going to 
hit it. Secondly , even if the server 
should hit you a poor serve, you still 
have to return it effectively just to 
regain the serve. But if you should 

hit a poor shot , chances are you will 
lose a point. 

So what do you do? There are 
four primary serve returns wh ich will 
enable you to gain center court posi­
tion . The first does even better than 
that , - it enables you to immediately 
re-ga in the serve. This is the kill shot 
return. 

Since a high percentage of serves 
( as much as 95 percent) will come to 
your backhand , the best place to 
shoot the serve is into the front left 
corner (assuming you are right 
handed). This shot should be at­
tempted only when you have a 
complete set up off your opponent's 
serve. Thus, if your foe is worth his 
salt , you will not get this shot often . 
Remember , however , that the kill re­
turn is the most dangerous of re­
turns for if your shot is too low , it will 
hit the floor resulting in a po int for 

Kill R eturn (side view) 

your opponent. And if you leave the 
shot "up" it will be easy prey for a 
re-kill by your opponent. 
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Th e Ceiling Ball (s ide view) 

The second return , and that used 
most often by good players is the 
ceiling ball return. This shot allows 
you some margin of error, and when 
executed properly will not only drive 
your oppone nt out of cente r court, 
but will not allow him to hit an offen­
sive shot, except aga inst all per­
centages . About the only thing he 
can do is return anothe r ceiling ball. 

You should keep the ceiling return 
along the left side wall , striking the 
ce iling first about two to three feet 
before the front wall . It will then 
bounce and rebound into deep left 
court , along the wa ll. Have pat ience , 
and prolong the ceiling rally until 
your opponent makes a mistake. 
Then capitalize on it. 

\ 

Cross Court Pass 
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The third opt ion on serve return, 
and probably the eas iest to hit, is the 
cross-court drive . In this case hit the 
ball to slightly right of center on the 
front wall , with enough force to drive 
the ball past the server. It is a good 
change of pace return, for most ser­
vers tend to lean toward the left side 
of the court. 

There are hazards, though , to the 
cross court drive return . First, if your 
opponent is quick and anticipates 
the shot it is easy for him to step into 
the cross court lane and kill the ball 
into the right corner . And since he is 
probably right-handed, this will be a 
forehand shot for him, mak ing it that 
much easier . Second ly, if you hit the 
drive too hard, it w ill come off the 
back wall , making for another set 
up. Thirdly, if you hit it too soft, it will 
rebound off the side wall for another 
forehand plum ball. 

The fourth serve return would be 
a pass down the line on the left. This 
is a difficult shot to control , but very 
effective when hit proper ly. It is 
especially good when the server is 
creeping up toward that left corner. 
If you can "blow it by him" down the 
left wall he will have to give up that 
center court . 

Cove rage 

Now let's turn these situations 
around as you take the serve. As­
suming that your opponent will read 
this article , too, you must be ready to 
return the above shots as well as hit 
them. This we term court coverage , 
which is one of the keys to maintain­
ing center court position 

A mandatory ru le on all court 
coverage is KEE P YOUR EYE ON 
THE BALL AT ALL T IMES . You 
shou ld also anti cipate yo ur 
opponent's shot as much as possi-

ble. Remem ber, he has been run­
ning , hitting, changing directions 
and most likely has reached some 
level of fatigue. And the more tired 
your opponent gets , the more likely 
he is to fall into patterns . 

When you serve , do not drop back 
more than one or two (at the most) 
steps behind the short line. Peek 
over your left shoulder to get an in­
dication of what type of return your 
opponent will hit. You shou ld have a 
pretty good idea judging by the type 
of serve you hit and the accuracy of 
that serve . As you see him lean over 
for the kill attempt begin to ant ici­
pate the shot. 

If he kills the ball flat, he'll win the 
rally, no matter if you're standing in 
that left corner with your racquet on 
the ground. So don't worry about the 
roll off. But if he fails to solidly kill the 
ball (most of the time) all you have to 
do is step up and over and re-kill his 
ball in the left comer . Use a quick 
short stroke for speed and accu ­
racy . But by all means sacrifice 
power for accuracy in this situation. 

As you can tell, your subsequent 
re-kill w ill have a greater margin of 
error than his attempted kill return 
off your serve , simply because he 
has to travel all the way from deep 
court to cover your shot, while you 
began at center court position. If you 
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Covering the Kill 

are quick and antic ipate well, and 
your opponent has a tendency to 
attempt kill returns give him serves 
that he will shoot. The percentages 
are with you . 

If you opponent drives you out of 
center court with a ceiling ball return 
there is very little you can do to re­
gain the cente r court other than hit­
ting another ceiling ball. He is in con­
trol. A kill attempt by you is a terrible 
percentage shot; a Z-ball from deep 
left corner takes Hercules to exe­
cute; and a pass will not have 
enough steam on it, especially if you 
are along the left wall. Hit another 
ceiling ball , and let him worry about 
it. 

To defense against the cross 
drive, anticipate the angle your 
opponent will use . This is not as dif­
ficult as it may sound, for there is 
really only one path your opponent's 
shot can take (if he executes cor­
rectly) . That patch we call the pas­
sing "lane ." Since you are already in 
center court this imaginary lane 
opponent's choice of a cross court 
pass having immediately eliminated 
the left side of the court . The exten­
sion of your arm and racquet , plus 
one step which you would take for 
a.ny shot cuts down another five 
feet. And if his shot hits the side wall 
before reaching deep court it will 
carom into center court where you 
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Covering The Left Lane 

already are , thus sav ing you 
another three feet against the wall. 
So without moving you can see that 
this lane is now only two feet in 
width . You should be able to cover it. 

When you get there use a short 
firm stroke and kill the ball in the 
front right comer. Th is may mean 
" fly" killing the ball , so be sure your 
wrist does not break prior to contact. 
If you "hear footsteps" and feel your 
foe is racing in to cover this shot 
instead of attempting a right comer 
kill , dr ive the ball past him cross 
court left. 

If your opponent chooses to drive 
the ball down the left wall , again you 
must fill the lane . In this instance the 
lane will be comprised of that area 
from the wall into the court about 
three feet. Your advantage here is 
that most returns will be aimed at 
your backhand and you should be 
anticipating in that direction. Move 
into this left lane and either kill the 
ball into the left corner with the same 
short, quick stroke , or drive it back 
cross court to the right. 

During the Rally 

A bigger problem than gaining 
center court position on serve re­
turns, is regaining it during a rally, 
especially one in which you find 
yourself on the move retrieving pas­
sing shots . During these times it is 

Cove ring The Right Lane 

essential to hit an effective defen ­
sive shot to move our opponent out 
of the front court. You have two al­
ternatives . 

Try and hit a ceiling ball at the very 
first opportunity . Even if you have to 
hit it down the forehand wall or even 
in the middle of the court, it will at 
least make your opponent move out 
of center court position , and allow 
you time to re-gain it and set-up . 

An alternative to that would be to 
hit a Z-bal l. Aga in, the theory is to 
allow yourself enough time to re­
gain the center court by making your 
opponent relinquish that spo t. It will 
probably be more difficult to hit an 
effective Z-ball than ceiling ball in 
this instance , but if poss ible , the Z 
will be very effective . 

All other possibi lities involve too 
much risk of a miscue . Don 't even 
consider a kill attempt. Forget trying 
to pass when you 're off balance and 
retrieving . And with the live balls in 
today 's games , the lob is extrem ely 
difficult to contro l. 

Conclusion 

Cen ter court position is one of the 
most important factors to playing 
winning racquetball . No good player 
can win consistently without control ­
ing the center court . As your rac-

To pag e 44 
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LEACH N.R.C. RACQUETBALL SHIRT 

PUMA SHOES! 
Now the official shoe of the Nationa l Rac­
quetball Club. 

Send check or money order to L-N.R.C., 

5567 Kearny Villa Road, San Diego , Ca lif . 
92123. 

Please send ( 
at $7.00 each. 

) LEACH N.R.C . SHIRT(s) 

Osmall 
□ medium 

Blue - Tan _ White _ D large 

A
Ndadme .. ....... ..... . .... . .. . ... . . D extra large 

ress z· . . . .. .... . . ... . ..... Ip .. .. .. . 

by 

Jantzen 
50% COTTON 

50% POLYESTER 

KNIT 

This top quali1y shirt is designed 
by JANTZEN and features the 
LEACH-N.R.C. LOGO . This item 
is not availab le anywhere except 
through the National Racquetball 
Magazine. 

Pleas e send ( pair of PUMA shoes at 

$18.00 per pair. 

Size ..... ......... . . 

Nome ................. .. ....... .... .. ..... . ... .. ... .. .... ... . 

Address ... .. .. ... .. . .. .... ... .. .. ........ Zip .. ...... ... . 



Hurdling That First Plateau 

By Bill Dunn 

You have been playing racquet­
ball two or three times a week for 
about a year. You have been notic­
ing rapid improvement in all areas of 
your game. You have entered sev­
eral tournaments, and you are be­
ginning to make a good showing . 
Suddenly you become erratic. You 
play well one day, and then you play 
terrible the next. When you need to 
hit a certain shot, you aren't able to. 

You try to kill the ball, and it is 
always skipping in. And worst of all, 
an opponent that you are used to 
beating suddenly begins to beat you 
consistently. You have reached the 
crossroads. Your performance 
curve has flattened out. 

To coin a phrase, "you have 
reached the first plateau." You must 
now decide whether to become 
serious about racquetball, or to 
enjoy playing at your present level of 
achievement with very slow im­
provement. 

But if you can't understand what is 
wrong, and it is frustrating you 
enough to want to dedicate some 
time and energy towards improving 
your game, then continue reading 
this article. I hope that.I will be able 
to give you some ideas towards get­
ting over this first, big hurdle. 

To start playing more racquetball 
is not going to remedy your problem . 
You have to change how you play 
racquetball. Playing a game merely 
reinforces old habits, and you don't 

. have enough time to determine 
what you are doing wrong . 
. You must get on the cotJrt by 
yourself . I know that you have heard 
this before, and it is not much fun . 
But to raise your level of perfor­
mance above the plateau , it is abso­
lutely necessary. I believe that I can 
safely say that most, if not all, of your 
top ranking players have gone 
through this stage in the develop­
ment of their game. For instance, 
Charlie Brumfield played at rac­
quetball for four years before he 
took the time to analyze how he was 
hitting the ball. He rapidly overcame 
his inconsistency and won the Inter­
national singles title the next year. 

The key is CONSISTENCY.You 
have to hit the ball the same way 
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Level of 
Performance 

Tournament Player 
Continua l Analysis 

3 days a week 
Some Analysis 

1 day a week 
No Analysis 

Time 

The increases in level of performance and the lengths of the plateaus are a function of 
how often a person plays and how much he analyzes. Notice that as time progresses the 
jumps in level of performance decrease and the plateaus last longer. 

every time. How do you obta in con­
sistency? By self analysis. I am not 
going to tell you how to swing the 
racquet or hit the ball. YOU have to 
determine that. We can't all develop 
the same form as Brumfield or Steve 
Serot. They both hit the ball quite 
differently , but they are consistent in 
the way they hit the ball. They have 
each developed a style that fits their 
physical requirements. That is what 
YOL! must determine; find the best 
way for you to swing the racquet and 
hit the ball. 

Basically the swing is broken into 
three parts: the backswing, the point 
of contact, and the follow through . I 
personally believe that the point of 
contact is the most crucial of the 
three. The point of contact can be 
defined as that area in space where 
the ball makes contact with the rac­
quet . in relationship to the body. 
Brumfield calls this the zone. 

If a player makes contact with the 
ball when it is in his zone, then he 
should have the consistency and 
control of the shot that he expects. 
The problem involves locating the 
zone. It will vary from forehand to 
backhand, ceiling ball to kill shot. 
This is where individual analysis 
comes in. Your stance might dictate 
where your zone should be, or your 
grip has much to do with it. 

Generally speaking the point of 
contact for the forehand should be 
just behind the front foot, and the 
backhand is usually just forward of 
the front foot. Vary this a few inches 
forward or backward and see what a 
difference it can make in the consis­
tency of your shot. If you contact the 
ball outside of your zone, then you 
will probably not hit the shot exactly 
where you expect. 

Let me relate the steps that I went 
through in analyzing my backhand . I 
have a flat backswing and follow 
through. Since I don't change my 
grip from forehand to backhand , the 
racquet face is slightly open when I 
make contact with the ball on the 
backhand . I found out that to com­
pensate for this I was hitting the ball 
with a slight backspin. After trying 
several different points of contact, I 
discovered that my best shots oc­
curred when I made contact with the 
ball just behind the lead foot instead 
of in front of it. 

My backhand has now become 
one of my strengths, and I have de­
voted many hours of practice in de­
veloping it; but I am sure that this 
practice would not have been nearly 
as effective if I had not been able to 
locate the proper zone of contact. If 
you find that you are having trouble 
with a. particular shot , then break 
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down, step by step , how you hit the 
ball with respect to backswing , point 
of contact , and follow through . 
Change your zone or adjust your 
backswing and follow through . See 
what works for you , then try to 
groove it. 

Of course , this is not the only 
plateau that you will reach. Con­
tinued improvement in racquetball 
means overcoming a series of 
plateaus . The analysis becomes 
more difficult , the changes more 
subtle , and the hab its harder to 
break . Your better players are con­
stant ly analyzing the ir game , trying 
different th ings , d iscard ing changes 
that don 't work . 

Brumfield worked for two months 
in developing a " flail " backhand , 
and then dropped it when he de­
cided that it wasn 't improving his 

game. I recently tried someth ing 
new with my forehand , and I feel that 
it has improved my game by several 
points because I have ga ined more 
consistency in my shots . But I was 
on that plateau for a long time before 
I determined what I needed to 
change . The point is, don 't become 
discouraged. Keep work ing at it, 
keep trying new ideas . 

Get someone to watch you hit the 
bal l. Listen to and interpret their 
comments in terms of your own 
sty le. The re is a young player in our 
area who bas been playing racquet­
ball for abou t a year . He has learned 
more abou t the game and improved 
faster in one year than I d id in two. 
Why? Because · he has better 
players watch ing him play. They are 
helping him overcome problems 
that they have already faced. 

Have someone take movies of 
you hitting the ball or even photo­
graphs taken in sequence . I keep a 
notebook in order to write down any­
th ing new that I might discover 
about my game , and I am sure that 
you will deve lop your own techn i­
ques for obtaining more consis­
tency . 

In review, when you decide that 
you have reached a plateau, get on 
the court by yourse lf and work on 
the shots that are giving you trouble. 
Try something new with your sw ing , 
espec ially the point of contac t. Find 
out what works best. We want con­
sistency . We want to hit the ball the 
same way eve ry time. And above 
all, keep wo rking at it. Remember , 
continued improvement is a resu lt of 
constant analysis and change. 

Columbia River Open Results 

A Singles 
FIRST ROUND : Smith def. 

McCarty ; We inste in def. Marcus 
SECOND ROUND : Dunn def . 

Brown 21-7 , 21-9 ; Lubis ich def. 
Smith 21 -11 , 21-18 ; Gause def . 
Weinste in 21-10 , 21-2 ; Lund def. 
Sanders 15-21, 21-19 , 21-19 . 

SEMI -FINALS : Dunn def. 
Lubisich 21-9 , 20-21 , 21-9 ; Gause 
def. Lund 21-20 , 21-19 . 

FINALS: Dunn ·def. Gause 
21-11 , 21-13. 

THIRD PLACE : Lund de f. 
Lubisich 4-21 , 21-7 , 21-17 . 

CONSOLATION: Sanders def. 
Smith 31-16 . 

B Singles 
FIRST ROUND: Benn ink de f. 

M. Sharp 21-5 , 21-6; Dougan def . 
Weiser 21-20 , 21-19 ; Goff def. B. 
Sharp 21-19 , 21-16 ; Herman def. 
Bell 21-16 , 11-21 , 21-20 ; Lewis def. 
Kartchner 21-7 , 21-7 ; Walp def. 
Nelson ; Warn def. Kosk i 21-4 , 
21-17 ; Mccourt def. Bowen 21-13, 
21-1 . 

SECOND ROUND : Ben ni nk 
def. Dougan 21-8 , 21-13 ; Goff def . 
Herman 12-21 , 21-9 , 21-13 ; Lewis 
def. Walp 21-5 , 18 -21 , 21 - 11 ; 
Mccourt def. Warn 21-11, 21-16. 

SEMI-FINALS: Bennink def. 
Goff ; Mccourt def. Lewis 21 -20 , 
6-21 , 21-16 . 

FINALS : Bennink def. McCourt 
21-1 6, 21 -4 . 
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THIRD PLAC.E: Lewis def. Goff 
16-21, 21-17 , 21-18 . 

CONSOLATION : Nelson de f. 
S. Bell 21-5 , 21- 11. 

C Singles 
FIRST ROUND : Marshall de f. 

Tennan t 21-5 , 21-8 ; Beed le def. S. 
Marcus 21-6 , 21-15; We instein def . 
Rutkows ki ; Sax def. Starey 21- 15, 
21-20 ; Dra ke de f. Cohen 17-2 1, 
21-6 , 21-10 ; Schulte def. Matthews 
21-15 , 21-11; Harding def. Smart 
21-4 , 21-4 ; Miller def. Hauck . 

SECOND ROUND : Ma rsha ll 
def . Beeale 21-7 , 21-4; Sax def . 
Weinstein 21-15, 21- 14; Drake def. 
Schulte 2 1-18, 2 1-7 ; Mi lle r de f. 
Hard ing 21-13, 21-4 . 

SEMI-FINALS: Marsha ll de f. 
Sax 21-18 , 21-11 ; Miller def. Drake 
21-20 , 15-2 1, 21- 18. 

FINALS: Marsha ll de f. Miller 
18-21 , 21-16 , 21-12. 

THIRD PLACE : Drake def. Sax 
21-15, 21-14. 

CONSOLATION: J. Stary def. 
J . Cohen. 

Women 's A Singles 
FIRST ROUND : Fu jit a def. 

Hawkey ; Edwards def. Melton . 
SECOND ROUND : Harding 

def. Vanderpoo l 21-1, 2 1-2 ; Hart 
def. Fujit a; Edwards de f. Hughes 
21-16 , 21-10 ; Lalonde def . Sch alk 
21-19 , 21-19 . 

SEMI-FINALS : Harding def. 
Hart 21-7 , 21-2 ; Lalonde def. Ed­
ward s 21-10, 18-21 , 21-4 . 

FINALS : Harding def. Lalo nde 
21-4, 21-12. 

TH IRD PLACE : Edwards def. 
Hart 21-14 , 21-17. 

CONSOLAT ION : Hughes de f. 
Vanderpoo l 31-30 . 

Women 's B Singles 
FIRST ROUND : Williams def. 

Hewitt 21-15 , 21-15. 
SECOND ROUND : Sharp de f. 

Bolam 21-2 , 21-5; C. Miller def. Os­
tergard 21-4, 21-6 ; Freedman def. 
Will iams 21-4 , 21-12; L. Miller def. 
Allen 21-19 , 21-8. 

SEMI-FINALS : Sha rp de f. C . 
Miller 21-2, 21-6 ; Freedman def. L. 
Miller 21-6, 21-12. 

FINALS: Freedm an def . Sharp 
21-15 , 21-11. 

CONSOLATION : Hew itt def. 
Bolan 21-7 , 21-4. 

Remember that a dd re ss : 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL , 

4101 Dempster St., 

Skokie, IL 60076 . 

Where the pro s are ! 
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Exercise For the Beginning Player 

Beginners join the groves of avid 
racquetball players daily and all too 
often after six months of practice, 
they 're not much better than when 
they started . Unfortunately , this 
phenomena is not just common to 
beginners. In fact, I have seen tour­
nament racquetballers that make 
the same basic skill mistakes from 
one year to the next. 

It is not my intention to analyze 
the basic racquetball skills, but to 
focus on some of the common er­
rors that plague the beginning rac­
quetball player . I have included 
several drills that have been helpful 
to me as both a beginner and tour­
nament player . Practice alone does 
not lead to perfect performance. Er­
rors may be practiced and per­
petuated to the extent that little or no 
improvement occurs . 

There are two important princi­
ples that beginners should keep in 
mind while they are learning the 
basic skills. First, set a goal and 
constantly work toward it. Before try­
ing to perform a skill, learn all you 
can about how to do it 
properly. When first learning the 
game , I was fortunate enough to 
frequently observe one of the finest 
players in the country. Upon enter­
ing a court for the first time, I knew 
how the basic skills should be exe­
cuted. By comparing th is player to 
mediocre players , I saw differences 
in footwork, strokes, and other 
fundamentals. From experience, I 
can guarantee that it is much easier 
to learn a skill the right way from the 
beginning than to try and correct 
mistakes later . 

Secondly, try to acquire some 
type of feedback about your'perfor­
mance. Some of the most helpful 
information and criticism can come 
from an observer. An example · that 
comes to mind concerns a girl that I 
have played racquetball with for two 
years . She never acquired a consis­
tent kill shot because she didn 't let 
the ball drop low to the floor before 
hitting it. Instead , she would hit her 
kill shots at waist height . It did little 
good to remind her to wait until the 
ball dropped lower . 

Finally I asked her at what height 
she thought she was hitting the ball. 
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The reply was , " below knee level ". 
Th is phenomenon of not being 
aware of exactly what your body is 
doing during performance repres­
ents a lack of "kinesthetic aware­
ness" . It might feel like we are snap­
ping the wrist at contact when we 
are actually using a rig id wrist. 
When teaching beginners I have 
them practice in pairs so they can 
offer feedback to one another . Don 't 
be afraid to ask some questions: 
"Am I keeping my elbow close to 
my body during the swing? ' 'How 
low to the floor is the ball when I hit 
it? ' 'Am I shifting my weight to the 
front foot at contact? " Even some ­
one who has never seen the game 
can answer questions of this nature , 
hence giving the necessary feed­
back for improvement. 

The following drills t,ave been 
very helpful to me and w ill hopefully 
benefit the reader . 

1. DROP AND KILL: For the 
beginner, more positive re­
sults come about from th is 
drill than any other . Standing 
at mid-court and facing the 
side wall, drop the ball in front 
of the body at arms length and 
stroke the ball to the front wa ll. 
Some important points to 
keep in mind while performing 
this drill include: 
ing this drill include: 
A. Let the ball drop low to 

the floor before hitting it. 

B. Keep the elbow of the 
racquet arm close to the 
body. 

C. Step into the ball with the 
leg closest to the front 
wall , transfering the 
we ight from the rear to 
the forward foot. 

D. Snap the wris t at mo­
ment of contact. 

E. Rotate the hips and 
uppe r body toward the 
front wall. 

2 . BACK CORNER PICK 
UP: Th is is designed for 
players w ith little wrist snap 
who have troubl e gett ing little 
digs ou t of the back corner . 
Stand facing either back 
corner. " Gently " toss the ball 
into the corne r so that it hits 
the back wall , s ide wall , and 
floor in that sequence. Start 
with a four foot high toss and 
work down to one foo t. At the 
one foot level the only way the 
ball will ge t to the front wall is 
with a strong w ri st snap 
alone . This mot ion is similar 
to that of hitt ing a na il wit h a 
hammer. 

3. CONTINUOUS KILL AND 
LOB: Start with a soft short 
lob to the front wall. Idea lly, 
the ball should bounce in the 
front part of the court . After it 
bounces kill the ball to the 
front wa ll. As it comes back 
after the kill , get under the ball 
and gent ly lob it back again . 
Continue to keep the ball in 
play as long as possible by 
alternating lobs and kills . The 
continuous play gives prac­
tice in kill shots from all areas 
of the court , lots of foot 
movement, and a relatively 
good workout in a short 
period of t ime . I personally 
find this type of practice more 
enjoyable than stopping the 
ball after every kill. 

As you are learn ing to play rac­
quetball, try to keep these po ints in 
m ind: Ask your opponent what your 
weak po ints y,Jere, take the time to 
discipline your swing so that it be­
comes instinctive , and above all , 
practice with a purpose! 
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Steding Wins 
Salina Kansas 

A Singles 
SEM I-FINALS: Peggy Steding, 

Odessa , Tx . def. Gary Steele, 
Wichita , Ks . 21-9 , 21- 1 1; Kent 
Taylor , Wichita , Ks . def. Wayne 
Campbell, Wichita , Ks . 21-9 , 21-20 . 

FINALS : Steding def. Taylor 
21-15, 21-17 . 

THIRD: Campbell def . Stee le 
21-8, 13-21 , 21-19. 

CONSOLATION: Les Ciesiel­
sk i, Overland Park def . Dean Lem ­
mon, Topeka , Ks . 21-17, 21-14 . 

B Singles 
QUARTERFINALS : Rod Kitts , 

Garden City def. Bob Barnett , To­
peka 21-10 , 21-10 ; Larry Swank , 
Hutchinson , Ks. def. Bob Brundage , 
Garden City , Ks. 21-16 , 21 -16; Vic 
Dyck , Topeka def. Dick Henkle , 
Garden C ity 21-6 , 21-7 ; Denn is 
Clark , Garden C ity de f. Marvin Wi l­
son , Top eka, Ks . 21-20 , 21-18 . 

SEMI-FINALS : Clark def. Kitts 
2 1- 15 , 21 -14 ; Dyck def. Swank 
21-14 , 21-11 . 

TH IRD PLACE Swank def. Kitts 
21-13 , 21-10 . 

FINAL S : Dyck def. Clark 2 1-17, 
21-12. 

CONSOLAT ION : Ernie Ruela s 
def. Bob Brundage .14-21 , 21-19, 
21-8 . 

Women 's Singles 
QUARTERFINALS : Peggy 

Steding , Odessa , Tx . def. Pat A l­
pers , Garden City , Ks . 21-1 , 21- 1; 
Sharon Brundage , Garden C ity, Ks . 
def. Mary Gay Wenger , Salina , Ks. 
21-5 , 21-1 ; Linda Schulte , Wichita , 
Ks. def. Barbara Parr , Salin a, Ks. 
21-8, 21-15; Dixie Wilson , Top eka, 
Ks. de f. C indy Flores, Hut chinson , 
Ks. 21-8, 2 1-2 . 

SEM I-F INALS : Schu lte def. 
Wilson 14-21 , 21 -8, 21-16; Steding 
def. Brundage 21-0, 21-1 . 

THIRD PLACE: Brundage def. 
Wilson 2 1-14, 21-6. 

FINALS: Steding def . Schulte 
21- 1, 21-2 . 

WOMEN 'S CONSOLAT IO N : 
Joyce Bell, Salina, Ks . def. Janice 
Brown, Top eka, Ks. 21-16 , 12-2 1, 
21- 17. 

Masters Singles 
FINALS : Jim Gist, Wlch ita, def. 

Don Dirks, Buhler 21-18 , 21-14. 
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Tll'o of1he happyo nloo/.:ersr u 1he M ih,·m,/.:ee Pro-Am are N.R .C presiden1 Bob 
Kend ler (sw nding) and sea 1ed infron 1 of him. his bride. Evie . One 1he floor 10 !heir 
rig/11 i Mrs . Ellen R11bens1ein . 

Reed Takes Texas Y Tourney 

A Singles 
FIRST ROUND: Blackwe ll def. 

Gil l 2 1-15, 15-21 , 21-14 . 
SECOND ROUND : Reed def. 

Richter 21- 18, 21 -6; Wa lker def. 
Wilson 21 -14, 21-16 ; Carter def. 
Blackwell 21-3 , 21-10; Bauer def. 
Snowden 21-5, 21-12 . 

SEM I-FINA LS: Reed def. 
Wal ker 21 -10, 21 -11 ; Bauer def. 
Carter 21-9 , 21-12 . 

FINALS : Reed def. Bauer 
18-21, 21-11, 21-8 . 

TH IRD PLACE : Car te r d ef. 
Walker 21-12, 21-13. 

B Singles 
FIRST ROUND: H. Levy def. 

Gill 21-11 , 21-11 ; Robles def. Ra­
mirez 21-10, 2 1-6 ; Rangel def. 
Riedesel 21-17, 21-6; S. Levy def. 
Villareal 21-6, 21-1; Quartarro def. 
Barker 21-6, 21-15. 

SECOND ROUND : Summerlin 
def. H. Levy 21-11 , 21-14; Robles 
def. Almon 21-10 , 21-6 ; S. Levy def. 
Range l 21-11 , 21-14 ; Quartarro def. 
Lauderdale 21-18, 21-12. 

SEMI -FINALS : Summerlin def. 
Robles 21- 13, 8-2 1, 21-15; S. Levy 
def. Quartarro 21-3, 21-3 . 

FINAL S: H. Levy def. Summe r­
lin 21-12, 21-5. 

THIRD PLACE : Quartarro def. 
Robles 21-12, 21-9. 
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The All-Time Match: Makit vs. Strate 

By STEVE KEELEY 

Ever pursued a story in a foreign 
language? If you are at all like me 
(after two years of elementary 
Spanish) you partially com­
prehended the few simple common 
phrases and guessed at the re­
mainder of large words and strange 
looking idioms in order to get some 
smattering of what the author was 
trying to get across . On the other 
hand it is routine if one truly knows 
the language. By the same token, 
given a super-pinch off a donkey­
kick for a tweak roll-off is routine if 
one practices it enough . 

If you have kept up and practiced 
diligently the racquetball vocabulary 
presented from time to time in NA­
TIONAL RACQUETBALL, the fol­
lowing court yarn will not be difficult 
to unwind. If you have not done this 
thing that you ought to have done, 
you do not possess a complete 
comprehension of the game of rac­
quetball and your next five kill shot 
attempts are likely to pick up floor 
splinters en route to the front wall. 

Mind you, this is a true tale told 
in the racquetball lingo ; and perhaps 
it is the greatest court happenstance 
to have ever transpired. I was for­
tuate to have witnessed it person­
ally. 

Sam Strate took a dump in the 
right front corner, which slightly 
raised the ire of his opponent, Willie 
Makit. 

"Sir, veteran hinder or no veteran 
hinder, if you block my attempt to 
retrieve your shot again, you may 
expect a waffle face ," exclaimed 
Willie . (This was atypically powerful 
from such a mild mannered indi ­
vidual as Makit). 

"Aw give yourself a self-waffle, 
kid " Sam retorted heatedly . He 
co~tinued, "The ref will call all hin­
ders ." 

Sam smiled and nodded inno ­
cently to the referee . This offici'.3-I 
deserves the white cane award, Wil ­
lie thought to himself. 

And so the game progressed ; 
seasoned veteran taking advantage 
of innocent rookie time and time 
again. There was good reason for 
the storm down on court seven at 
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Boaram's Sport Center. This was 
the finals of the 1973 Seagull Invita­
tional tournament. Veteran Sam 
Strate had been Seagull champ an­
nually for as far back as the oldest of 
the oldtimers could recall. Physi ­
cally, Strate was a very unimpres ­
sive. To look at him one might think 
he was practicing for the next 
famine. However this gaunt , experi­
enced , old soldier roamed the 
20'x20'x40' box area with an un­
comparable era of confidence and 
familiarity. His patience was that of a 
chameleon stalking a fly . It also 
could not be denied that Sam knew 
and frequently utilized all the tricks 
and psych factors . He knew just 
when to use the veteran hinder , op­
tion play , veteran injury and even 
the famed Chabot time-out. 

Strate 's competition was 
greenhorn Willie Makit, a com­
pletely unknown player of obscure 
origin who had just moved into the 
area. Some said that quiet Willie 
learned the game in the Michigan 
backwoods where he practiced for 
six hours every morning hitting his 
mongrel dog 's favorite rubber ball 
with a sawed-off badminton racquet 
his grandfather had given him as a 
child, aga inst the back side of a log 
cabin. Despite his total lack of cre­
dentials and big tourney wins, this 

ll llutratwm hy Jon Cm11pbell 

muscular hayseed kid was a fierce 
competitor with greyhound endur­
ance fox-like savvy , and who went 
to church every Sunday without fail. 

The pre -game bets were on 
Strate . Makit had as much chance 
as flatulence in a whirlwind , they 
said. 

And true to the oddsmakers , the 
lanky left-hander had taken the first 
game of the best two-out-of-three 
match with apparent ease, 21-13. 
However, an attentive observer of 
the first game might have noted that 
Sam had been on the touree end of 
a tour of the court during the entire 
time. He had pursued many a carrot 
ball, participated in frequent ex­
hausting windshield wiper rallies , 
and body surfed about more than 
once. His sinewy legs had under ­
gone terrific toil. On the other hand, 
the fatigu e factor had left underdog 
Willie unaffected . He continued to 
unerroringly put away the plums (al­
though he had blown on e great 
pumpkin when Strate stepped on 
the shoe lace of his black high top 
wheels during Willie's swing). 
Makit's photons had not slowed an 
iota since the opening and his 
R.A.W . serves clung for wallp aper 
balls again and again. Inde ed , 
though down by one game the con­
test was far from over for Willie . 
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The second game differed little 
from the first with . the exception of 
the final sco re. Leaping, stretching , 
diving, dumping and jumping, Willie 
managed to squeak by in the sec­
ond game 21-19. Therefore it was 
one game apiece as the players re­
sumed their positions on the court 
for the rubber game. Sam Strate 
had spent the 10 minute rest period 
donning fresh gym strip , changing 
racquets, downing Gatorade , and 
thinking up new psych factors and 
assorted insults. Meanwhile Mak it 
had jogged down the b!ock and run 
a mile of wind sprints in the soft 
sand at the beach to ensure he was 
total ly warmed up . 

It promised to be a truly excit ing 
finish to this prestigious Seagull 
tournament. 

On the first serve of the th ird 
game the scene erupted violently . 
Even the fan s in the stands quivered 
with shame at the conduct of their 
former hometown hero . The kid had 
hit a bumblebee ball off Strate 's Gar­
finke l serve. The ball took a freak 
bounce and crossed near Makit's 
toned body as the sly Strate took 
careful bead on the ball. He also 
took a piece of Willie's backside 
hide with his stroke. 

"It was either that or hold my 
swing , " gestured Sam innocently to 
the ref , who agreed, on what should 
have been a routine mercy ball. A 
disputed first point in game three to 
Strate. 

The next two dozen or so points 
consumed over an hour of playing 
time with each performer desper ­
ately pursuing every shot. Strate, 
with his vast repertoire of pinches , 
around-the-wall shots, Z's, P's (and 
S's too) a nd even occasional 
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around-the-wall Z's, kept his youth­
ful opponent scrambling from front 
to back wall, from right to left side , 
wall. But the determined Michigan-' 
der was far from in the tank, as 
sheer courage, grim resolution and 
years of clean living and eating 
yogart in the backwoods drove him 
on, relentlessly . 

At 1 8-18 in this, the final game of 
the fina ls, Strate was obvious ly 
weakening . Such was his deterior ­
ated state that years later one wit­
ness cla imed that Sam 's weary 
stroke was so slowed that a fly once 
landed on the tip of his custom­
made, jewel studded racquet caus­
ing his next swing to falter due to the 
additional weight. They said he re­
sembled a·three-toed sloth in his tor­
toise speed movements . Had the 
all-time veteran run out of both 
steam and tricks? 

"Injury time out ," Strate muttered 
feebly to the ref as he collapsed 
miserably to the sweat soaked 
plywood playing surface. 

" What for? " intoned the referee . 
Came the reply, "A medial luxa­

tion of the lateral most toenail of my 
left lower appendage ." 

"My God , " shouted the offic ial. 
"Someone help the poor man! " 

Curiously Strate 's ingrown toenail 
injury was not touched during the 20 
minute official's timeou t. However , 
Sam's trainer quickly administered 
a tota l body massage and gave his 
exhausted underling salt tablets and 
Gatorade intraveneously . This fake 
veteran 's injury time out was a 
poorly disguised ruse on Strate's 
part to regain wind and strength. 
Even the crowd could see through 
Strate's trickery. 

" I can see through his trickery, " 

one voice cried. And thus the gallery 
responded by angrily bombard ing 
Strate from above with cigarette 
butts and empty beer cans. At the 
repeated pleas of gallant Willie 
Mak it the people ceased their rub­
bish rebellion. The court floor was 
cleaned up, and play resumed at 
18-18 for the championsh ip. 

Ref reshed , Sam Strate took 
command of the game . He hit a wide 
V to regain the serve and then rolled 
off an extended hypotenuse shot for 
another winner. At 19-18 Strate 
powdered a proverbial plum ball into 
the right hand corner and the ref 
called "point. " The gallery stormed 
to the ir fee t in protest. 

" That ball skipped! " bellowed a 
loca l "C" player. 

"Oil well ball! " said another. 
"Peanut butter shot, you rookie!!" 

piped a 72-year-old grandmother . 
Sam only shrugged his shoulders in 
a gesture of ignorance . Stil l the ref 
ruled point, 20- 18 

Will ie returned the next match 
point service for a lucky tweak ball 
rolloff. The next rally he terminated 
with a reverse head-high, backhand 
crosscourt kill off a ceiling ball from 
39 feet. Strate shook his head in 
disbe lief. 

" Whatsamatter, ain 't you never 
seen a freak ball? " the grandmother 
squeaked. Now it was 20-20, 
another game and match point. 

The fol lowing serve, rally and 
point shou ld go on record as 
anot her great moment in sports his­
tory along with the Battle of the 
Alamo and Custer's Last Stand. W il­
lie Maki! took a chance and served a 
low hard reverse to southpaw 
Strate's booming forehand . (Un-
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Willie Makit 
From pag e 43 

heard of!) Like a cannon the stealthy 
Sam photoned the return cross­
court . Like a scared rabbit , Willie 
faked left , scurried right and dove for 
the ball, flipping it toward the front 
wall. Anothe r drive to the right side 
by Strate initiated another frantic 
body surf by Makit. Another to the 
right. (The crowd questioned aloud , 
"Will he make it? "). And another. 
Then unexpectedly, Sam drove the 
ball left with Maki! still stationed 
right. 

Willie sprang and sprinted and 
scrambled and just as he reached 
the ball he slipped on one of the 
cigarette butts wh ich had been over ­
looked in the injury time-out clean 
up. On elbows and knees he still 
struggled frenziously . With one final 
effort Makit lunged and hit the ball in 
the crotch of his racquet. The ball 
floated gracefully toward the court 
heavens, hit the right side wall, 
softly struck the ceiling, rebounded 
leisurely off the left side wall and 
floated in a ownward trajectory to­
ward its final destination: the left 
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front crotch , where it trickled lazily 
off the front wall for a Loveday 's 
crack winner, - 21 -20! Game and 
match! 

The crowd , initally hypnotized by 
the ball 's aerial acrobatics, was si­
lent, the calm before the storm . And 
then what a deluge of shouts and 
screams! So intense was the din 
that to this very day , no one but my­
self (peaking through the glass win ­
dows of the court door) heard Willie 
Makit nonchalantly inform Sam 
Strate , "I bel ieve it was God 's will, 
sir." 

And so justice was served and a 
legend was spawned. No one ever 
saw W illie Maki! after he exited from 
the court. (He didn ' t even wait 
around to pick up the beautiful first 
place trophy , a gold plated seagull). 
That is, none but myself obs erve d 
him walk clamly through the court 
door , past me , outside and down the 
block . I watched him jog away in the 
soft sand at the beach, warm ing 
down after the grueling match no 
doubt. He was almost to the horizon 
before it occured to me that he was 
headed in the general direction of 
Michigan. As I said, to this day peo­
ple around here don 't know what 
happened to him. But I reckon he's 

25.00 

17.50 

13.75 
10.00 

gone back home, disillusioned, to 
better things . And his mongrel prob­
ably doesn 't have its favorite rubber 
ball to chew on for six hours every 
morning as Willie practices in soli­
tare. 

Strandemo 

From page 36 

quetball game progresses you 
should be drawn to that area like a 
magnet, and your select ion of shots 

-should be geared to enable you to 
achieve that goal. Too many of us 
are so impressed with top players 
skillfully executing kill shots that we 
forget that many of these same kill 
shots were the result good center 
court positioning . 

It makes good racquetball sense 
that you will be more effective from 
the center court at 20 feet from the 
front wall , no matter what shot you 
choose to take , than you will be from 
39 feet in deep court . 

It is said that football games are 
won in the "pit," the interior line. 
Center court is the "pit" of racquet­
ball. It is where the games are won , 
or lost. 

11.00 

20.00 

25.00 

; l--~: _: _::.. .. _;;;.. ______ __ 
WHOLESALE PRICES ON REQUEST 
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in stock-RACQUETBALL RACQUETS by Leach 
RACQUETBALL TROPHIES AT BETTER THAN WHOLESALE PRICES 

Wholesal e pri ces available to sporting goods stores, col leges, 
YMCA 's , IRA Racquet Ball cl ub s only . All i ndividuals must pay 
retail prices . 

SEAMCO # 558 
IRA Approved Racquetballs 

RACQUET BALL GLOVES 
Right or Left Hand . . 

Seamco # 559 Green Official Racquetball 

14.25/Doz. 

3 .00 each 
14.25/Doz. 

WRITE FOR WHOLESALE PRICES PLEASE 

Sports Awards Co. 
4351 N. MILWAUKEE AVE .. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60641 
Telephone: Area Code 312/282 -8060 
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Garfinkel Triumphs in New York State 

By Paul G. Traver 

Charlie Garfinkel, of Buffalo, N. Y., 
won the 2nd Annual New York State 
Open Singles Racquetball Tourna­
ment the first weekend of February. 
The Gar was not pressured until the 
semi-finals and finals when he op­
posed Michael Romano, 4th seed , 
of Fitchburg, Mass., and Joe "The 
Snake" Tarantino, of Niagara Falls , 
N.Y., respectively. Michael had the 
pressure on right from the beginning 
as he jumped out into an 8-1 lead; 
then the Gar took t ime-out, talked to 
himself in the corne r and turned the 
game around to win 21-14. Michael 
was not able to return the favor to 
the Gar and dropped the second 
game 21-6. In the other semi-final, 
Tarantino came on very strong to 
down 3rd seed Iva n Velan, of 
Montreal, Canada, 21-20, 21-20. In 
both games Ivan led 20-16 before 
Joe turned the tables. 

In a quarter-finals match Satur­
day night Tarantino domi nated play 

, as he worked his way through 

Every 
Big 

Name 
Brand 

Chuck Wurzer, Buffalo, who was 
seeded second , 21-14, 21-15. 
Other quarter-finals saw Velan stop 
Sonny Hill, Buffalo, 21-10, 21-13; 
Romano over John Spencer, Mon­
treal, 21-8, 13-21, 21-9; and the 
Gar over Bill McLaughlin, also of 
Buffalo, 21-7, 21-5. Bill, the only 
grandfather in the Tournament, had 
a lot of his sting taken out of him 
by Joe Tyree as the two played 
close to three hours earlier in the 
day with Bill winning 16-21, 21-16, 
21-18. 

The fina ls were every bit as excit­
ing as could be expected. The spec­
tators were split down the middle as 
the home-town boy went against the 
best in the East. After the match, 
which the Gar won 21-8 , 21-11 , he 
commented that he knew he could 
not take Joe lightly, that the scores 
we re no indication of how hard he 
had to play and that racquetball 
could be hearing a lot more from 
Joe. 

In the Consolation Tournament 
for first round losers , Pat Colombo, 
of Scarsdale, N.Y., defeated Tony 

Palermo, of Fairport, N.Y., 21-11, 
13-21, 21-10 for first place. 

The tournament itself began with 
32 players on Friday evening. 
Saturday evening there was a 
beef-dinner banquet, hosted at 
Howard Johnson's Restau rant, for 
the players and their wives. Various 
door prizes were handed out during 
the course of the evening as 
everyone relaxed, drank the free 
beer, Ivan put in a big pitch for his 
upcoming tournament and the 
Gar told some new stories . 

I would like to extend a very big 
THANK YOU to each and every 
player, committee member, referee, 
score keeper and anyone else who 
helped make the tournament the 
success it was . Also thanks go to the 
wives for their patience and under­
standing, whether you were in at­
tendance or home holding the fort. 

Oh, yes, one last parting com ­
ment. The 3rd Annual New York 
State Open Singles Racquetball 
Tournament will be held January 31, 
February 1 and 2, 1975. Hope to see 
everyone then! 

RACQUETBALL - HANDBALL 
PADDLEBALL - SQUASH 

Playe rs 
If you want to see America 's 

larges t selection of equ ipme nt, 
come to 

620 N. LASALLE 
FREE PARICIIIG 

All Major Charge 
Carda Accap•cf 

• 609 N. LASALLE 
OPEN DAILY 9 To 9 

Sat. 9Ta 6 , 
Sun. tOTo S 
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Racquetball and Domestic Tranquility 

by 
Sandy Cramer 

rememb er the first time I ever 
saw Dick ; I knew that he was a hus­
tler. What I soon discov ered was 
that he spent most of his time hustl­
ing a small green ball in a handball 
court . Of course I quickly learned 
the terms of the game and with a 
little patience , court pos ition , 
strategy and technique , I had him 
" hooked " within a year. 

Shortly after we moved to San An­
tonio , Dick decided that I should 
learn to play racquetball . "After all," 
he said, "we should have at least 
one thing in common ." 

We found four outs ide , three -wall 
courts at a Catholic Parish Retreat. I 
think I spent most of the summer 
chasing -after the ball . It hid every­
where: in the grass , the bushes , be­
hind rocks , and occas ionally it re­
mained lost. 

We seldom saw anyone at these 
courts unt il one day we were in­
formed tha t this was a private area 
and like Adam and Eve we were 
cast from God 's Parad ise. 

Fortunately we soon moved to 
Turtle Creek Country Club where 
they had four beautiful handball 
courts . Thus , began my actual train ­
ing which was to change my life . 
Thank goodness Dick only won 
when we played . Naturally , I took 
the losses lightly , crying only after 
the game was over, and cursing as 
softly as my anger permitted wh ile 
playing . 

"Dick , will you please stop yelling 
at me?" I'd scream. 

"Turn to the side. Step into the 
ball. You're not moving! " was his 
acid reply. Well, it didn 't take long to 
see that our marriage was heading 
for the rocks. So we stopped the 
lessons-but that didn 't stop me. I 
worked out at least three times a 
week and played with any warm 
body that could hold a racquet. 
Gradually I improved. At least now I 
could hit the ball off the back wall (at 
waist level) . 

Then one day Dick said, "I think 
you should enter a tournament." 

"I think you're crazy, too." I re­
plied. But nonetheless, we drove to 

Houston for my first tournament. whole affair! " I decided to quit. And 
My nerves were so shatter ed that d id- for two miserable months 

I shook when I even thought about Th en, a terr if ic th ing happenecl 
my competition , but Dick encour- Eight girls at the Club began mee■ 
aged me at every step of the way . ing on Mond ay and Wednesda: 

"You'll have to play in the men 's nights . What luck! 
"B " bracket becaus e only one girl Now we share our blisters, aches; 
showed up. Are you going to play or pains and the wh irlpool. . 
not ?" We don't push Women's lib b~ 

"Play? Aga inst men?" My heart we do encourage as many girls ~ 
fell to the floor and the re was a lump we can to jo in us. 
in my throat as big as an orange but I Now I want you to know that we 
answered , "Why not? " are not prep aring for the "Nationals~ 

As you can imagine , I quickly lost but we do have fun , exercise anc 
the first match. I reconci led and jus - comp ete to win at the same time, 
tified as much as possible . After all, We ' re all try ing to improve ou 
it could have been 21-0 instead of game. Why , sometimes I work or 
the nine or ten points I won each my backhand unt il I begin to see 
game . visions of J im Aust in. Actually, the 

Then came consolation. We went ceiling shot is the toughest for us 
three games . You know I think I all-and patience. But we all agree 
might have won if Dick hadn 't been that racquetball is the greatest! 
giving me instruct ions from the gal- I've even begun to teach m) 

lery . But one thing I'm sure of ; I seven-y ear old Travis. Dick and 
wouldn 't have lost Dick if I hadn 't both bel ieve that he should start hi~ 
yelled , "Would you please be quiet training earl ier than I did . 
and let me play the game!' ' You You know , racquetball may not be 
cou ld hardly blame him for going the answer to household drudgery, 
home without me. babysitt ing blues or spats with the 

"So what? " I said to myself . spouse, but for me it really helps 
"Isn 't adventure the spice of life? " So why not pick up a racquet just to 

Suddenly I had second thoughts, fun and spr inkle a little spice in you 
"Perhaps I've over-seasoned the life . ,----------------------------7 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 

Please include a NATIONAL 
RACQUETBALL label to insure 
prompt service whenever you 
write about your subscription . 

Plannin~ a move? 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
attach label here 

I MAIL TO: N.R.C., 4101 Dempster 
If you 're moving, please let us know five week, 
before changing your address . Place mago1ine 
address label here, print your new address below. 
If you have a question about your subscription , 
place your magazine address label here and clip 
this form to your letter . 

Street, Skokie, Illinois 60076 . 

TO SUBSCRIBE ma il this form with 
your payment, check one: 
□ new subscription, D renew 
my subscription. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
United States, Canada and U. S, 
Possessions, 1 yr. $3.00; 3 Yrs. 
$7 .00. All other subscriptions -
1 yr. $4.00 ; 3 yrs. $10 .00. 

name 

address I 
city stale zip cod• I 

-----------------------------~ 



Portland Inaugurates 
Racquetball League Klondike Open 

Scheduled For 
July 17-20 Racquetball is the fastest growing 

sport in the United States and Port­
land is on the ground floor with an 
active enthusiastic league of its 
own. The league consists of teams 
from various athletic clubs in the 
Portland area. Originated and or­
ganized by Milt Sharp of the Olym­
pic Athletic Club , the teams par­
ticipating the first night were as fol­
lows: 

Oxford Athletic Club , Vancouver , WA 
Young Men 's Christian Assn . 
Downtown Elks 
Milt Sharp's Olympia Athletic Club 

Games are played each Thurs­
day night at the host club facil ity de­
signated by schedule. Each club 
has seven players on the team with 
three as alternates. Players must be 
alternated so each player will play 

once each month. With each team 
playing two games per night , all 
members of each team have an op­
portunity to participate. 

Some outstanding racquetball 
players have been uncovered and 
the competit ion is getting stiffer 
each week . Visitors are welcome to 
watch the matches. Schedule of 
games and host clubs is enclosed, 
as well as the standing of the clubs . 

CilVE ... 
so more will lrve 
HEART 
FUND 

Milt Sharp 

The fourth annua l Klondike Open 
Racquetball Championships will be 
held at the University of Alberta, in 
Edmonton Alberta, Canada July 
17-20, 1974 . 

Events will be Open singles and 
doubles, Senior singles and dou­
bles, B Singles, C Singles, Ladies 
Open and Ladies Novice. Entry fee 
is $1 6.00 for one event and $8.00 for 
second event. Limited to two events 
per person. 

There will be consolation in all 
events excluding the seniors. The 
entry deadline is July 5, 197 4. En­
tries must be in the possession of 
the Klondike tourney by that date. 

For further information and entry 
forms write: Edmonton Racquetball 
Association , 1032t:--114 St., #22, 
Edmonton, Alberta , Canada T5K 
1S2 . 

des ign ed an d produ ced by 

• Blue spiral tournament nylon string 

• Lig ht swing weight 

• Engineered head flex ibility 

• One year guarantee 

• Meets all I.R.A. spe,cifications 

7079 MISSION GORGe: ROAD• S UITE E 

RACQUETBALL 

• Narrow contour 

• Beautiful blue anodized frame 

• Three grip sizes: 4 1/ 8, 4 5/ 16, 4 1/ 2 
rubber or leather 

SAN DIEGO. CAL IF . 92120 PHON e:1 1714 ) 2aa .. 11158 
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He Likes Olympic 

Dear Mr . Kendler: 

Your recent issue of the NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 
magazine had some articles in it that were interesting to 
many O.A.C . members; however , the art icle on page 41 
about Kelly disturbs me somewhat because Bob Lewis , 
Bill Flowers and Milt Sharp are listed as representing the 
M.A.C . All three men represented the Olympic Athletic 
Club-and as you will notice from the letterhead , Milt 
Sharp owns the Olympic Athletic Club ; and although the 
M.A.C. is a great club, we like ours better . 

Enclosed are the results and a brief article we thought 
you might like since it was our first Columbia River Open 
Racquetball Tournament. 

Nice Guy! 

Dear Bob : 

Sincerely , 
Milton G. Sharp 

Portland , Ore . 

I just wanted to express my thanks and let you know 
you 're doing an outstanding job in the promotion of 
racquetball . We all apprec iate it. Keep up the good 
work. 

By the way , that was a great speech you gave in 
Cleveland. I hope you soon have an opportunity to 
come to Detroit. 

Your magazine in itself has improved the image of 
racquetball . As a devoted player I find it very exc iting 
and informative . 

I enjoyed the first issue so much I shared it with a 
fellow player and he lost it. Could you please send me 
an extra copy - I'll appreciate it. 

I, like you, will be happy when this fantastic game 
(sport) gets the proper recognition it truly has deserved 
for years from the news media. I feel it is coming very 
soon . 
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Again, many thanks for your untiring efforts. 

ALAN T . MARSHALL 
Detroit 

your att e ntion .... 

Eau Claire Gals 

Dear Sir : 

The women at the Eau Cla ire YMCA w ish to inform 
you that they have scheduled the Eau Claire YMCA 's 
First Women 's OPEN Racque tball Tourn ament for Oc ­
tober 11, 12, and 13, 197 4 . Both singles and doubles will 
be played . Further informat ion can be obtained by con­
tacting Eileen Joslin , Women 's Director , Eau Claire 
YMCA , 700 Graham Avenue , Eau Clair e, Wisconsin 
54701 . 

Please includ e this on your calendar listed in "Na­
tional Racquetball. " Thank ing you in advanc e. 

Editor: 

Eileen Josl in 
Women 's Director 

Our Wrists Slapped 

I have read both of your new issues of National 
Racquetball and in general , enjoy the articles . I must 
say " in general, " because they might appeal to anyone 
turned on to th is great sport . 

However , I think my enjoyment was a fluke . From the 
following facts about your magazine , I conclude that 
you intend your readers to come not only from a select 
sports group , but also from a select "gender " group : 

1. Only one person on your editorial staff, ou t of 10, 
is a woman (and I found no story written by her) . 

2. Your list of Current Players Rankings includes 12 
males ; no females are listed, nor is there a correspond ­
ing "Women's '.' ranking. Your Midwest Results list 
added "Women 's Singles " almost as an afterthought. 

3. In your Letters-to-the Editor column, you have not 
published one letter written by a woman (out of nine) . 

4. And last but not least, your article , "Women : Does 
Playing Against Men Really Improve Your Game ," fully 
indicates that it was written from a male point of view 
and reflects the stereotyped thinking of males who feel 
unnecessarily threatened by females on the court. Be­
cause of this fact, the article really wasn 't about women 
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players - your real thesis was that it hurt men to play 
against women. 

I write this letter to point out that there are thousands 
of women, in all areas of the country , interested as I am, 
in making racquetball a serious sport (as I believe you 
said was your goal too, in your editorial "apology.") I 
have played for over 2½ years, 3 or 4 times a week, 
while living in the Midwest and now in upstate New 
York, and find , everywhere, women who are energetic, 
proficient, serious, and exciting to watch at their game. 

Therefore , I ask that in your efforts to turn racquetball 
into Big Sport , you don't tum it into Big Man's Sport . We 
have enough exclusionist sports in this country al­
ready. 

P.S. Enclosed is my check for subscription . 
BETSY KLAMEKI 

Potsdam , NY 

St. Louis J.C.C.A. 

Dear Chuck : 
Enclosed please find the results of our 197 4 House 

Racquetball Tournament. 
The 1974 JCCA House Racquetball Tournament 

comes to a successful end . Steve Serot , the nation 's 
number two racquetball playe r, won the ch ampionship 
over Ken Wong in the Men 's A Singles 21-15 , 21-10 
while Chris Ackerman , a young colleg e student , comes 
to the top of the Women 's Divis ion beating Goldie 
Hogan 21-2, 21-10. 

In other divisions : Men's Novice Singles , Dick Mar­
shall beat Bruce Samuels 21-20 , 21-19 . Men's B-1 Sin­
gles, Marty Hogan beat Scott Guberman 21-12 , 16-21, 
21-13. Men's B-2 Singles , Steve Cohen triumphed over 
Earl Kessler 21-12, 21-7 . Men 's Maste rs Singles saw 
Joe Zelson beat ing Arthur Albert 21-14 , 21-12 . In the 
Golden Masters Singles Sam Goldman , JCCA Rac­
quetball Cha irman , lost out 31-17 to Herman Beitch . 

In the Women 's B Singles young Nancy Shayer de­
feated Marsha Funk 21-16, 21-11 , whi le in the Women 's 
Novice Division Sandy Brown defeated Cheryl Berliner 
21-9, 21-2 . 

Following Singles we moved into our Doubles Tour­
nament which saw Rick Grosz and Jim Myers defeat 
Bruce Samuels and Mark Raisher 21- 19, 6-21 , 21-6. 
Chuck Eichler , who fin ished third in the Men 's B Singles , 
teamed with Paul Katcher for an upset victory over Bob 
"Bonzo" Weinstein and his partner Frank Miskit 21-18 , 
11-21, 21-19 . In the Men 's A Div ision eighth ranked Ken 
Wong and recently crowned Junior National Champion 
Jerry Zuckerman defeated Steve Serot and Masters 
Champion Joe Zelson 21-12 ·and 21-15 . In the Men 's 
Masters Doubles Joe Zelson picked the right partner 
Fred Kreis to defeat Len Marks and Mar lowe Phillips 
21-5, 21-5. In the Golden Masters Doubles Dick Silvers­
tein and Jack Sofian teamed to beat Larry Ginsberg and 
Gus Goesalow . 

All in all approximately 250 people , participat ing in all 
categories, enjoyed the 1974 JCCA House Tourna­
ment. 

RACQUETBALL 

BRUCE HENDIN , Director 
Health and Physic al Education 

Yes, Sir! 

Dear Bob : 
Thank you for your generous letter. All of us at the 

Park District are happy to have met the requirements of 
your participants , associates, and friends. 

More important , I'm pleased that this event gave us a 
good reason to again communicate best wishes and to 
congratulate you on the tremendously dedicated lead­
ership you have consistently provided this fine organiza­
tion . 

My best to you and your bride. 

Hi Mr . Kendl er: 

PAT O'MALLEY 
President 
Chicago Park District 

We Had Fun 

Thank you very much for inviting Mardi and myself to 
your Saturday night dinner at the Chicago tournament. 
We enjoyed it very much and look forward to another 
visit to Chicago . 

I'd also like to say thanks for including me in your 
racquetball program this past year. I feel very fortunate 
and hope I can be in it again next year . 

Have a good day and a pleasant summer . 
Steve Strandemo 

Minneapolis 

722 sour~ HC,,RY STACCT MA.DI.SON \ ·,1scor..s:.n ~l10l TC.L[PHQNC 608 :'~ 11CM 

• COURT PLANNING CONSULTATION 

• COMPLETE COURT CONSTRUCTION FOR 
RACQUETBALUHANDBALL AND SQUASH 
COURTS 

• MIDWESTERN DISTRIBUTOR/INSTALLER 
OF FRAMPTON " SPORTS COURT SYS­
TEMS " 

• FLOORING 

• LIGHTING 

• COURT RENOVATIONS 
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RACQUETBALL .. a great game that deserves 

nothing short of COURT PERFECTION! 

• Shown opposite is a magni­
fied sectional view of pan el 
showing multi-layered fabrica­
tion. Wall panel thickness is 
1-3/ 16" - Doors and ceiling 
7 / 16". Pan e l dimensions are 
4'x4 ' and 4'x8'. 

Long before Racquetball ga in ed popula1·ity, 
D . B. Frampton & Company started its program of 
R esearc h and development in Recreational Court Con­
struction . During the following years and after many 
field tests, the FRAMPTON "62-P" PANEL COURT 
took its initial bow. Because of the enthu s iastic ac ce pt­
ance and national approval of this product, we firmly 
beli eve it to b e the finest available anywhere in the 
industry. 

Individu als in our Recreation Division , work in g 
close ly with the Research Division of U . S . Gypsum 
Company, developed th e specifications for the 

• • 

FRAMPTON "62-P" Panel ­
designed for u se in Hand­
ball, Squash, Racquetball 

and Paddleb a ll. These panels ... 
incorpor ate dimensional stability, 
precision, resistance to warping, 
abrasion and staining. 

To assure definit e alignment 
for all panels, we have developed 

the p last ic spine that is impervious to moi sture condi­
tion s ... another plus feature in construction which we 
have adopted as standard practice . Whether court con ­
st.ruction is planned Direct to Masonry, Furred or Free 
Standing, no other coUI·t installation offers the practica­
bility and many advantages incorporated in our "62-P" 
d esig n and material. 

We offer clients and architects a full range of light­
ing, air movement, humidity and temperature control 
data upon request. 

* 
• 01tr in s ert is now appearing in Sweet's 1974 Cat a­
log. If yoi, wi s h more complete information on the 
'"62-P" Panel Court, send for our individual brochure 
wi th mor e facts and figures . 
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THE OFFICIAL 
VOICE OF 
PRO-AM 

RACQUETBALL 

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT W. KENDLER 

AND 

THE NATIONAL RACQUETBALL CLUB 

CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO ATTEND 

THE PRO-AM NATIONAL 

RACQUETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

AT THE 

TROPICANA COUNTRY CLUB AND HOTEL 

IN 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

April 20-25, 1975 . 

• 
To ce"lebrate two years of tremendous progress and 

growth of Pro-Am racquetball, the week of April 20-25, 
1975 has been designated National Racquetball week. 
The National Racquetball Club will hold its champion­
ship classics for both professional ( cash prizes) and 
amateur players (trophies). To The University of 
Nevada, and The Tropicana Hotel who have graciously 
volunteered their magnificent courts, we are deeply 1 

indebted. 

Let us all give thanks to the glorious accomplishments 
in racquetball and rejoice in its golden future. Please ~­
join witlJ. us on this exciting and happy occasion 

' 




