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FROM BOB KENDLER 

New Places 
New Faces 

• • • 

We have set some goals for 
ourselves for the new year. More 
than all else, we want to reach out 
into virgin areas around the country 
and introduce racquetball. And the 
most fertile terr itory of all is the 
eastern seaboard . 

Racquetball has long been the pride 
and joy of southern California and 
there is no reason why everyone, 
everywhere in this fair land of ours , 
should not be blessed by 
racquetball 's amenities. To that end, 
we journeyed to Burlington, Ver­
mont where our first eastern pro 
tournament met with overwhe lming 
acceptance . It's hard to believe that 
on the shores of Lake Champlain a 
new fashioned sport could meet 
such old fashioned enthusiasm. 

We liked it. It made us wonder how 
many more hot spots are 
incubating in the cradle of America 
where it really all began. The people 
are there ,-the support is there.­
for every other sport,-why not 
racq uetbal I? 

And why should our vision be limited 
to the northeastern segment of 
America? What about Florida? 
Miami? Atlanta? 

There is absolutely no reason why 
racquetball shouldn't prosper in 
southern Florida as well as in 
southern California. Or lower New 
York as well as in upper New York . 
Both of those places certainly have 
enough retired money and mor~ . 
than enough retired athletes. This 1s 
the nucleus of a court club . 
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So don 't be surprised when you see 
next season 's tour schedule ,-there 
w ill be plenty of new places ,-and 
many new faces . Our ult imate goal is 
two major tournaments per month , 
all through the year . That 's not go ing 
to be easy and it may take a year or 
two , but we feel it can and should be 
done . 

You know what th is means? New 
faces . That's really what this 
ed itorial is all about. More emphasis 
on our j un io rs, - far more. We think 
we have made a sufficient invest­
ment into the profess ional 
program .. . and a tremendous start 
in the jun io rs. Now we bel ieve we 
should devote ourselves eve n 
further to the juniors program . 
That's going to cost money. And if 
our pro tour cont inues to grow , 
that's where the money w il l come 
from. 

The time has come for the pro tour to 
return something to the game, the 
game whose support has been the 
very heart of the pro tour's 
existence. In the long run it w ill be in 
the best interests of the pros to 
support the juniors for it is here that 

the futur e of racquetbal l lies. New 
faces can only stimulate the pro 
tour , and who knows ,-somewhere 
in th e ju niors there may be another 
Br umfield . 

Ot1r Nat io nal Jun iors Tournament in 
Orlando was tw ice as big and three 
t imes more exp ens ive than any pro 
tournament. Ben Koltun , the 
18-and -under winn er and Larry Fox, 
the 15-and-under champ have 
already been s igned by Leach 
Industries . This holds great promise 
for them but we fee l that many 
others shou ld also share the growth 
of the sport . To th is end we are go ing 
to accelerate ou r jun ior program 
and we expect that by next year 
som e of that burden will rest upon 
the shou lders of the profess ionals. 
Our sport is only as strong as our 
jun iors program. 

jimeasterling
Text Box
gottlieb





FROM THE EDITOR CHUCK LEVE 

The New Pros 

This issue, which devotes a number 
of pages to the brilliance of Charlie 
Brumfield, also points out another 
fact about racquetball 's pro tour , 
other than The Brum is number 
one. In order to properly analy ze 
th is fact, we will now eliminate Mr . 
Brumfield from all further 
cons ideration in this article . 

Brumfield-les s racquetba ll is in 
transition. It is a beautiful yet 
sometimes awkward thing to see . 
By transition I mean a general 
turnover in the top echelon of 
professional players . Not six 
months ago there were THE top 
four : you-know-who , and the three 
Steves ,-Keeley , Strandemo and 
Serot in no pa rticular order. So 
where are they now? 

They are st ruggl ing , all of them . 
They are being pressed , pressured , 
hassled and beaten by other 
players. Add to the Steves players 
like Bill Schmidkte, Mike Zeitman , 
Ron Strom and Jerry Hilecher, all 
certain top eighters in the past and 
you have a lot of excellent names , 
with great credentials, who no 
longer seem capable of breaking 
into that invisib le championship 
barrier . 

The reason is the explosion of 
racquetball. New faces , younger 
legs , and increased desire mark the 
new racquetball pros , the eager 
kids who live and die on the court. 
Marty Hogan, Richard Wagner, 
Davey Bledsoe and Craig McCoy 
are the four primary youngsters . 
Only Bledsoe has put 20-years 
behind him yet, but he is fast 
erasing his late start on the pro 
tour . 
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:fhis added competition is excit ing 
when tournament time com es 
around , and makes inte res t ing 
locker room c hit-chat. New peo pl e 
br eed more new people and mor e. 
The reso und ing en t ry and 
compet iti on in the fi rst Nat ion al 
Juniors tourna men t (p age 62 ) 
proves that. 

Bu t as a romant i c ist it is a bit sad to 
see these players, those who se 
name s were gold in our lim ited 
sphere when I entered the 
racquetball world six years ago , j ust 
fade away. Sure, they are good, 
quality pros , but in three year s pro 
racque tball has passe d th em by . 

When Marty Hogan boa sted in the 
November issue of Nation al 
Racquetball that the re wo uld be a 
re-cycling of the top eight I refu sed 
to believe him . I've seen Schmidtk e 
at his best roll ing every ball o ut of 
the right corner, cranking up that 
explicit forehand that gave mercy to 
no player. I have seen Mike Zeitman 
spill his guts out on the court , 
almost knock down the walls to 
make that one last retrieve, to save 
that last one point to save that one 
game , to save that match . 

Keeley going to the deep left 
corner, taking the ba ll an inch off 
the floor and rol li ng out of the left 
corner with his backhand ,-all at 
20-20,-the scene repeated many a 
time over the past five years that will 
be missed . Serot's power , the all­
time hardest hitter , is only one of 
five or six who hit equally as hard. 

The sight of St ra nd emo , scurrying 
around the cou rt, retr ieving 
everyth ing , keep ing th e ball in play, 
and out last ing h is op pon ent. Ah, 
but t hey ' re al l in shape now . And so 
it goes. 

We are en teri ng a new age . Gone 
are t he d ays w hen t he few top 
p layer s got together a few t imes a 
year to pl ay a coup le of b ig 
tournam ent s. Go ne is the awe of 
Serot , th e perpl exi ty o f St randemo , 
the finess e o f Kee ley and the fear of 
Schmidtke. 

Here , and here to sta y is 
profess iona l rac qu etb al l. Here are 
the teen -agers , wi th all t he sk ills , 
the stamin a, th e legs, and the shots . 
They are pro fessi on al racq uetball, 
thos e w ho d are the legends to 
st and up and tak e th em, o ne-on­
one. And the leg ends are fa i ling . 
They have had t heir glory in the sun, 
and as their su n sets, it is only dawn 
for the Hogan 's , McCoy 's , Wagner 's 
and Bledso e's . 

When pro tennis gr ew up , people 
forgot those champions who 
struggled for yea rs on a ragged 
tour , fo r few dol lars , to much abuse. 

As pro racque tball gr ows up , 
perhaps we won 't forge t these 
players , who missed racquetball 's 
bonanza by a few years . But we 
should recognize the fact that it was 
they who helped light the kindling 
that has sparked the ti re of 
racquetball. 



The Seamco 5~8. Official racquetball of the United States Racquetball Association. 
At your pro shop or sporting goods department. 
Seam co Sporting Goods, a division of Dart Industries, Inc. , New Haven , CT 06503. SERll1Cll A ® 



NATIONAL COMMISSIONER JOE ARDITO 

We're 
Coming to You 

The response from my editorial in 
the January issue of Nat ional 
Racquetball has been so 
overwhelming that is has bee n 
d iffi cult to process al l of the 
inqu iries and offers of help . We at 
the United States Racquetbal l 
Associat ion have felt for some time 
that there is a need for further 
organization by the U.S.R.A . for the 
benefit of all racquetball on the 
loca l leve l. 

We feel that it is necessary to 
orga n ize state and loca l chapter s of 
the U.S .R.A . so that we, the national 
organization , can better serve and 
promote the sport. 

I really had no idea, however, how 
w idespread the interest and desire 
for such a program was . Letters are 
coming into our office, still, from all 
areas of the nation,-Hawaii to 
Maine to Florida and all areas in 
between . These people are crying 
out for help in racquetball. They are 
volunteers, who wish to remain 
vo lun teers. All they want to do is to 
become involv ed to help our sport . 

These people share our feeling that 
racque tb all is on the verge of 
becoming a big, successf ul , fun and 
dynamic national sport . These 
friends of racquetbal l want to 
become involved now to make the 
success of racque tball that much 
greater . We. of course , are 
dedicated to that goal , and want to 
make a place for all such people 
within our sport . 

We hav e begun to contact these 
people and hav e set up state 
chapters in various states to 
perform the functions that the 
national organ iza tion cannot 
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perform efficiently throughout the 
nation . Each state chapter w il l be 
our lo cal voice to you to aid the 
promotion of racquetball . 

When a major event comes into 
your area, we will work closely w it h 
your state representatives , for they 
are more knowledgeable regard ing 
state needs than is the national 
organization. It is only through your 
help and d irection that we can 
provide you th e best service and aid 
for th e growth and improvement of 
racquetball in your area. 

Each state w i ll accept the 
responsibil ity of c arrying out the 
general policies of the U.S.R.A., 
includ ing use of endorsed 
equipment, emphasis on women 's 
and jun iors play, and 
encouragement of add it io nal 
bui lding of court fac ilit ies. Of 
course , we don't stop there , but 
there will be guidelines and goa ls 
for each state to achieve. For if we 
do not have these goals, each 
chapter will be an autonomous un it, 
strik in g out in every which way , 
without the cohesiveness necessary 
for peak efficiency . If we ' re going to 
do the job 1n racquetball then we ' re 
going to do it together. 

For those of you who have offered 
your services and have not yet been 
contacted,-we will get to you . For 
those of you who are still interested 
in how you can become an integral 
part of the U.S. Racquetball 

Assoc ia tion , feel free to drop us a 
line . We would li ke to hear more 
about wh at th e racquetba ll needs 
are in your area and how we at the 
U.S.R.A . can serve those needs . 

The h1ghl1ght of the 1975-76 
racquetball season , without 
question , will be the Nat ional 
Champ ionships in San Diego . The 
beaut if ul Atlas Health Club , located 
adjacent to the Miss ion Valley Inn 
on San Diego 's Hote l Circ le, is our 
convenient and superb ho st for the 
year 's biggest racquetball eve nt. 

We are proud to be associated with 
the Atlas , and in our cons tant 
communications with them , assure 
you that the package they have put 
together w il l make the Nat iona ls of 
'76 the greatest tournament of all 
time . 
We have been rece iving requests 
for ticket informat ion for the 
Nationals and judging by the 
incre ased interest in the pro tour , 
p lus the promot ional job being 
done by the Atlas , it appears that 
tickets for the Nation al 
Championships will be very hard to 
come by . 

All seats on the championship glass 
back-wal led court for the 
professional bracket will be $100 

Continued on page 19 





Steve Keeley and Steve Serot's 

RA~BmGETBALL [LIDI[ ~ . 

brings to your city - or your club -

C A Pl NS IP 
CQU BALL 



MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR ATLAS CLUB 
HOSTS PRO TOUR IN SAN DIEGO 

Leach/Seamco Pro Racquetball Championships in 
San Diego June 13 - 18 . Limited number of seats 
available. For ticket information contact: 

LEACH INDUSTRIES or 
ATLAS HEAL TH CLUB 
5567 Kearny Villa Road 
San Diego, California 92123 ALL SEATS $100.00 



NATIONAL RACQUETBALL INTERVIEW 

Ken Konkol 
Ken Konkol , 53, is vice president and co-owner o f t he Champion Glove 
Company, the larg est manufacturer of racquetball and handball gloves in 
the United States. Champion is also one of the nation 's leading 
distributors of racquetballs and racquetball racquets. 

Originally part of the Lindfelt Glove and Manufacturing Company , 
Champion began to come into its own in the cou rt sports in 1956 when 
Konkol and partner Lee Nylen su bstantially upgraded and developed their 
handball glove line . Lindfelt, whose primary business was ladies dress 
gloves, sold the firm to Nyl en and Konkol in 1959 . 

Ken is well known around racquetball /handball circ les , making his first 
racque tball appearance in Salt Lake City in 1971 to give away gloves to all 
the participants in the National Championships th at year . 

From there Ken steered Champion increasingly into the racquetball 
market, with a more elaborate line of racquets, supplemented by ball and 
racquet sales. All of thi s, he says , to offset the decline in handball glove 
sales, caused by racquetball's meteoric growth. 

Describ ing his duties as " top management to janitor ," Konkol is actually 
involved in virtually every step in the manufacturing of a racquetball glove , 
-from th e hunter to the final stitch . 

A graduate of Dra ke Un iversity , Des Moines, Iow a, Konkol never made it 
back to his nat ive Ashland, Wi sconsin after joining Lind fe lt (Champion) at 
th eir Des Moines headquarters in 1953 . 

A veteran of Wo r ld War II , where he served in the Navy 's Amphibious 
forces, Konkol saw a great deal of action in the South Seas. Among th e 
battles he participated in were the invasion of Kwajalein, Guam, New 
Guinea and the Philippines . 

It was after th e war th at Ken used his G.I. bill to further his education,-two 
years at Northland College in Ashland and his final two years at Drake, 
where he graduated with a degree in Accounting in 1_949. 

For an interesting and candid report on the racquetball g lov e business, a 
step-by -step description of how a glove is made , and some remarkable 
comments on the sport,-read on . The interview was conducted by 
Nation al Racquetball editor Chuck Leve. 



Leve:H ad youeverp~ye d handba/1 
pr ior to takin g your po si tio n with 
Lindfelt ? 

Konkol : Well, I became exposed to 
ha ndball at Drake Uni vers ity , w hich 
w as the f irst time I had ever heard of 
th e g am e. I remem be r ver y w el l my 
fir st day on th e cou rt . Th ere w ere a 
bun ch of fel las who w anted to go 
ov er to the f ield hou se to g et som e 
exerc ise and they said, " le t 's go 
ove r to pl ay some handball ," and I 
said , " what's handball?" I had 
never heard of it , nev er see n a 
court , noth ing. Th at fi rst exposure 
wa s quite an exper ience . 

Leve: Did you eve r lea ve th e 
compan y? 

Konkol: No . I st art ed in 1953 and 
haven ' t left it s in ce . 

Leve: How did you make the j ump 
from accountant to vice pre si dent 
and part own er? 

Konkol: In 1956 the Li nd fe lt peop le 
wanted me to take a larger role in 
the busines s th an just be ing an 
accountant , so they put me into th e 
buy ing and selling of raw mat erials 
and sent me o ut on the road to get 
my lump s. 

In 1956 I went to my f i rst handba ll 
tou rna ment . Th is is prob ab ly the 
point whe re I fir st bec ame add icted 
to the court gam es . I d idn 't become 
addicted in the pl aying sense , but in 
the sense of a comm ittment of 
improving our products to wh at the 
players wanted, as well as bette r 
service. 

I can remember talking with Vic 
Hershkowitz and Jimmy Jacobs and 
other top players and realizing 

Outside vie w of the Champion Glove Company, Des Moi nes. Iowa. 

there that we were not giv ing the 
handball pla yers th e g loves that 
they needed. We w ere making w hat 
we thought a han d ball g love should 
be, but they had a lot of o ther ideas . 
Leve : Were the top handballers like 
Vic and Jimmy wearing Champion 
Gloves at thi s time . 

Konkol : No, they w ere not . They 
were wea ring a gl ove o ut of th e east 
co ast, called Texier . It was a work 
glove , but a thinner work glove and 
it had a good feel to it. This was the 
first time I beca me aw are t hat you 
need a th in g lo ve yo u can "feel" the 
ball o r racquet w ith . 

Our line today is noth ing mo re t han 
inn ovati ons and suggesti o ns from 
th e handba ll and racquet ball 
p layers t hat I have ac cumulated 
ove r th e years by go ing to th e 
tourn aments, talking to the player s, 
and fi nding out wh at th ey need. 

Leve : Did you ever thi nk tha t when 
you got out of the service you wou ld 
be maki ng a car eer ou t of gloves? 

Konkol: No , I never di d . As a ma t ter 
of fac t, my father is a tailor. When I 
g radu ate d from school he wo u ldn't 
teach me any of the tai lor ing tr ade , 
or needle trade . He to ld me it was a 
dy ing business and no t to consider 
ever doing anyth ing w ith the needle 
trade . I can remember those words . 

But my father 's scope of business 
was very limited . It was a very small 
town of 11,000 people and the re 
wasn 't any way of get t ing around. I 
remember going from Ashland , 
Wiscons in to Wausau , Wisconsin, 

which is about 180 miles , and 
co nsidering it a maj or tri p. Today, 
it's nothing. 

I really didn't realize the scope of 
busi ness, either, until I came to Des 
Mo ines and saw a University in 
op erati on and things moving the 
w ay the y do. 

Leve: I would gu ess, then, that you 
do quite a bit o f traveli ng . 

Konkol: Yes. I do an aw fu l lo t of 
traveling . I have my own air plane 
now , simpl y becaus e I d o so mu ch 
t rave li ng . It ma kes it more 
conven ient for me to fin ish what I 
have to do and leave w hen I w ant to 
leave and get it done . 
Leve : How do you like your 
p os itio n? 

Konkol: I have eaten and lived and 
slept this job. It was someth ing I 
really cou ld latch on to . It was such 
a challeng e. The hand ball people I 
was meet ing at th ese tou rnamen ts 
were some of t he mos t fantastic 
peop le I had ever met in my life. I've 
never bee n in an assoc iat ion , a 
fraternity or any group of 
i ndiv iduals that has the 
camaraderie that handball playe rs 
have . I'm sur e it w ill come about in 
racque tball, alt hough I wish it 
wou ld co me soon er. The 
racquetball players still don't have 
that camaraderie the hand ballers 
have, but I'm sure it w ill come about 
soon . I can see it com ing. But 
racquetball's a new game and it 
takes a wh i le for it to de velop . 
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Leve: What is involved in running 
Champion Glove Company? 

Konkol: You have to know 
something about everything . For 
example, I never considered myself 
a writer of any kind . I neve r took any 
journalism in school except 
business report writing . It was 
probably one of the most beneficial 
subjects I could ever have taken, 
because I've been called upon to 
write advertising copy , catalogue 
copy for gloves and I'm not a writer . 
But you have to do these things . If 
you run a business , you just have to 
be available . You have to know a 
little bit about everything . It really is 
true . 

It's ironic isn ' t it? Here I am in the 
needle trade and my father told me 
to stay out of it. 

Leve: What was Champion 
(Lindfelt) Glove Company like when 
you started there? 

Konkol: They were primarily 
concerned with the ladies glove 
business . Our ladies glove business 
was fantastic . As a matter of fact the 
sales of the dress gloves wa s at 
least 10 times more than all of the 
handball , golf and hunting g loves 
combined . 
Leve: Is that still the case? 

Konkol: No . 

Leve: Do you still make any ladies 
dress gloves? 

Konkol: The ladies glove bu siness 
has gone into time memo rial. It ' s a 
has-been, with society and with our 
company. The casual living that 

came about in the late 50 's and 
early 60 's changed the whole 
picture . Slowly but surely ladies 
dress gloves faded into the past. We 
just had to fade w ith it. Finally, 
about four years ago , we quit the 
ladies dress glove business 
completely. 

Leve: This trend must have been of 
a very serious nature for your 
company. 

Konkol: Well, it would have been , 
had it not been for me attending all 
these tournaments, developing 
Champion handball gloves into a 
very fine line o f handball g lo ves . 
Plus the fact that we started to 
exploit Champ ion. Lee Nylen and 
myself recogn ized the fact that we 
had a tiger by the tail and we 
weren 't really giving it it's ju st place 
in the world . 

So we became aggressive in trying 
to find some very fine reps and to 
make the line desi reab le and one 
that good reps would want to rep . 
And with this trend we began to 
surpass the Lindfelt dress glove 
sales. Of course, it's a good thing 
because if we had hung on to the 
dress glove business we probably 
both would be doing something 
different today . 

Leve: Who was your competition at 
the time? 

Konkol: Well, we really were the 
first to emphasize handball. Up to 
that time, about 1956 , most 
everyone was wearing a work glove. 
Champion had one that we put in a 
handball box and now it became a 

Piles and p il es of various grades ol leather make up the leather room at Champion. 
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handball glove . No one had made 
an effort to bring about a handball 
glove that handball players wanted 
to wear. Th at started changing in 
1956. 
Leve : When did you get into 
racquetb all? 

Konkol: Our first exposure to 
racquetball came when we were 
beginning to get some demand for 
a tennis glove . This tennis glove 
was lightw eight with a terry fabric 
on the back, to absorb the 
perspiration. We were getting some 
calls for th is. 

Leve: Can you pinpoint a year for 
me? 
Konkol: No, I can ' t. It was about five 
or six years ago , about a year before 
the big tournament in Salt Lake 
City , 1971 I think. Anyway , we had 
this tenn is glove and since I was 
hearing so much about this game of 
racquetball, be ing so involved with 
handball , I decided to find out for 
myself , and went to Salt Lake City. 

I took a bunch of gloves along with 
me, gave them away to every player 
who was there, and at that time you 
didn't have too many players so it 
wasn 't too much of a giveaway. I 
don 't remember exactly how many 
gloves I did give away, but I tried to 
give one to everybody. All I asked of 
them was 1) would you tell me 
before I leave .here what you think of 
these gloves for racquetball or 2) 
please write me with your 
comments . 

Leve: Was anybody using a glove at 
the time? 



Konkol: I didn ' t see any. I d id have a 
lot of demand for that glove while I 
was there , though and I had a lot of 
conversa ti on with a lot of people . 

One of the players I di stinctly 
remember convers ing wi th was 
Sm itty Schippers , who finished 
third that year in Masters Doubles. 
He and I became friends and he 
confided to me that he felt the 
reason he was d oi ng so well in 
Salt Lake was because of my glove. 

Well, I didn 't stay for the end of the 
tournament because I had the 
answers I needed . 

Leve: What were these answers? 

Konkol: I felt tha t Ch amp ion 
needed to develop a racquetball 
glove program . I d idn 't thin k 
racquetball would explode and 
become as popu lar as it di d , but I 
did think there was a good market 
for racqu etba ll gloves ,-e spec ially 
for women . Ther e were some 
w omen playing out there and I 
thought , oh boy , with their tende r 
hands , they need someth ing that 
would help . I fe lt the glove was the 
answer . 

Lev e : Many say that racquetball 's 
g ain has been handball 's loss . True 
or false ? 

Konko l: Very true . 

Leve: Is this prov ed out by your 
sa les? 

Konkol: Very much so . Our sales in 
hand ball g loves have dr o pped off 
50 per cent. We're man ufacturing 
one-half w hat we made tw o years 
ago . 

Leve: Has ther e been a 
corre sp ond ing rise in racqu etball 
g love sales ? 

Konkol: T he rise in racquetba ll 
glove sa les has been a very 
d isappo int ing trend. I t houg ht it 
would come a lot fas ter , but it 
hasn ' t. It 's a slow , slow moving 
th ing . 

Leve : Do you have a reason for 
th is? 

Konkol: I'm not sure . Perhaps 
because younger people play 
racquetba l l, and m aybe they do n' t 
thin k they need it. Or maybe its us . 
Maybe we don 't hav e the g love 
racquetball people want . If that's 
the ca se it won 't be much longer . 
Our 1976 line has six d iffer en t sty le 
racquetba ll g loves . Up to th is ti me 
we 've only had three tennis g loves 
of vario us styles and one 
racquetbal l glove . 

It 's very possible we ' re just not 
giving the racquetbal l p layer what 
he or she wants . 

Leve: Would you say that part of the 
problem is at least getting 
racquetball players to try a glove? 

Kon kol : No, I d on ' t think so. They ' ll 
try it , but for some reason they wear 
it awhile and then don't use it. I 
think that once a player gets used to 
the feel of a glove on a handle or 
racquet grip he wil l find that his 
game improves tremen dously. The 
o nly comparison I can use in this 
area is golf . If a glove di d not 
improve a go lf pros game, would he 
wear it? No way . The glove has got 
to improve t he racquetball players 

play . If he will just adjust his 
think ing to that, I'm convinced he 
will find his game will improve 
sign ificantly . He ' ll put t he g love on 
h is hand and leave it there . 
Leve: Do you plan to promote your 
gloves by using any of the game 's 
top professionals? 

Konkol: Yes we do . For one , by 
going to the top players we can find 
out what improvemen ts can be 
made on our product and w hat new 
it ems the bes t players want. We also 
p lan to use some top p layers and 
their names in our promot ion . 

Our '76 line will i nc lude an 
endorsed model by Cha rlie 
Brumf ield and another glove 
endorsed by Steve Sero t. These two 
players are now wear ing the glove 
t hat they wan t, and we 'r e now 
making the glove that they want. I 
fee l very strongly that pa rt of our 
problem has been that we have 
bee n try ing to g ive them a glo ve 
tha t t hey don 't want. 

Leve: Why has Champ ion gone into 
o th er li nes of racquetba ll 
equipment, like racquets and ball 
d ist ribut ion ? 

Konkol: It is a two-fold answer . 
Number o ne , the dec rease in 
hand ba ll gl ove sales we re alarm ing . 
Because it is a maj or portion of our 
b us ines s, w hen someth ing happens 
that alarms you, you take a ser ious 
look at wha t' s happening , and take 
steps to put out the f ire. 
Racque tbal l was exp lod ing, but 
racquetball gloves were no t in 
demand. In order to make our line 
complete , we had to offe r our 
customers a complete package . So 
we had to branch out into balls and 
racquets . 

The seco nd reason is pure 
economics . Even w ith the dec rease 
in handball sales , our overhead 
goes on . So we had to f ind some 
method of increas ing income. The 
adoption of racquetba ll equipment 
into our line has been more than 
enough to pick up the lost 
percentage in hand ball gloves . 

Leve: How are your racquet sales 
going? 

Kon kol: We 're very encouraged 
now . There again, we didn't 
recognize the significance of 
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racquetball,-we kind of pooh­
poohed it. The development of our 
racquet line, therefore, has been a 
slow, tedious process . 

Leve: Did you misread what was 
going on, or, as a handball player, 
did you really not want to believe • • . ... . . ~: 
what was going on? 

Konkol: I misread it and I didn't 
want to believe it, both. I think the 

. fact that I didn't want to believe it 
·· _,,was stronger than my misreading 

the situation . This was true of both 
my partner Lee Nylen and myself. 

I had worked hard in handball to put 
Champion where it was . It was a 
small thing when Lee and I took it 
over , and we worked awfully hard to 
bring it to the stature that it has 
today. I guess I didn't want anybody 
tampering with it. 

Leve : Do you manufacture your 
own racquets? 

Konkol: No, we purchase most of 
our racquets from Leach Industries , 
and we import a few models from 
Taiwan . 

Leve: Had you ever considered 
manufacturing racquets and /or 
balls? 

Konkol: Yes we looked at it very 
carefully ,-racquetballs , hand bal Is 
and racquets . We spent about five 
years of a lot of leg work, a lot of 
foot work, and a lot of frustration 
and we finally came to the 
conclusion of, brother, we just 
couldn't do it. 

First of all, getting into racquetball 
molding equipment is a very 
expensive process . That equipment 
is not cheap . Secondly , after all the 
frustrations I encountered over the 
years trying to get a handball 
manufactured, it didn 't look lik e I'd 
fare any better with racquetballs. 

Leve: Would you show me, step-by­
step, how a racquetball glove is 
manufactured? 

Konkol: It starts with the hunter 
getting his hunting license to go 
deer hunting . All of the racquetball 
and tennis gloves that are of any 
quality today, are being made of 
deerskin . Our business, and those 
that are in this business, depend so 
much on the harvest. If we get a 
good kill, we get a good supply of 
hides. If we get a poor kill, the price 
becomes a factor. 

Leve: Are these domestic hunters? 
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Employees labor over th e crucia l j ob ,-c uttm g, in Champi on 's cu tting room . 
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The most tedious chore of all is sewing . Here , scores of sewers work on all types of gloves, 
from racquetball to work . 
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outlet for all kinds of different 
grades of skins, you're just kidding 
yourself to go into the rawh ide 
market. 

You see , when you buy raw hides, 
you get every th ing,-from a good 
ski n to a po or sk in. You 've got to 
have a market for t he poor ski ns . 
Most of these end up being wor k 
glov es. We don 't do anyt h ing for 
tha t g rade at al l. 

Leve : What , then , is the nex t step in 
the proc ess? 

Konkol: After its offer ed up for sale , 
th e tan ners w ill bid on it. They b id 
so much per hide. And th en th e 
ba rtering beg ins . The tanner bu ys 
t hem by the car load, so much per 
sk in . 

J_ Once bought , they 're taken down to 
t he tannery where they have to be 
pickled, usually before June f irst. 

The tur ntng ro om , whe re g loves sew n inside out. are made r ight side in. 

Konkol: Yes . Mo st of our sk ins that 
we use for racquetball gloves com e 
from Minnesota , Wiscon sin, 
Mich igan , Pennsylvania , and upper 
New York . T hese are th e sk ins that 
we want . 

Leve: How does the skin eventually 
end up in your factory? 

Konkol: It 's an involved process . 
The hunter gets out ther e and gets 
his deer and skins it out . In many 
areas, there are barrels put out by 
the boy scouts , asking the hunter s 
to drop the ir sk ins there. 

Otherwise , the hunter takes his deer 
to the locker and the locker man 
will sk in it out for him and take the 
skin as a part of the operation . 

Leve: You mean the hunter just 
throws the sk in away? 

Konkol: Yes, many just want the 
meat. It's a crying shame the 
number of skins that lay out in the 
woods that are never brought to 
market to make into leather . If they 
were , our supply of deersk in would 
be so handsomely enriched that we 
could reduce the pr ice of gloves 
significantly. 

Leve: I think, too , it would be 
profitable for the hunter . 

Konkol: Well , there 's not that much 
in it. They only get a dollar or dollar­
fifty for the skin. And they 've got to 
fool with it, and there 's a little mess 
involved. 

After you get it shucked out, you 've 
got to salt it down. That 's what the 
boy scouts do . The hunter throws 
them in these barrels because he 

doesn 't w ant to fool w ith the salting 
of t hem and so forth, so th ey throw 
them in th e barrels and let the boy 
scouts do it, or they let the locke r 
man do it. 

Afte r they get an accumula t ion , the 
boy scouts wi ll sell the sk ins to a 
rawhide dealer, and the locker man 
does likewise . The rawh ide dealer 
then accumulates them until he 
gets a carload, or t ruck-load and he 
offers them for sale to a tanner or a 
broke r. 

Leve: In an average year , how long 
would i t take a rawh ide dealer to 
accumulate the necessary amoun t 
of skins? 

Konkol: It would ta ke him the whole 
season . They don't usually offe r any 
deerskin for sale until late 
December or early January. The 
hides then are up for sale and the 
leather tanners are bartering with 
the dealers to buy these hides for 
th e nex t year . You see , we have to 
get all of our hides at one time, 
during the hunting season . They 
have to be al I gathered and there 
have to be enough skins to prov ide 
the needs for everybody through 
this process . 

Leve: Does Champion then 
purchase from the rawhide dealer? 

Konkol: No, that's another ball 
game . I remember one statement 
my boss told me when I first started 
to buy leather. He said, " Ken , you 're 
now buying skins, and you've just 
entered the biggest skin game there 
is ." That's true. Unless you have an 

Leve: What does p ick ling do? 

Konkol: Pickl ing mean s they 've 
taken the ha ir off the h ide, and put 
certa in chemica ls into it t hat wil l 
retard any de ter iorat ion. From July 
on they can tan the sk ins into 
whatever leather you want,-boot 
leat he r, w o rk glove leather , 
racq uetb all glove s, and many other 
things come from deer sk in . Each 
one requires a little d iff erent 
p rocess in th e tanning. 

It 's a very fasc inat ing process to see 
raw ski n turned in to leather. If you 
ever have the opportunity, do so. Be 
sure you stay away f rom brea kfast 
or d inner , though, before you go . 
You might get sick . The process 
smells to high heaven . But it is 
beautiful to wa tch a raw skin turn 
into a piece of leat her. 

Leve: I'll be t. What's next? 

Konkol: Well, now I get into the act , 
and sit down w ith the tanner . I 
contract wi t h him. I need so many 
feet of leather . You sell leather by 
the square foot. I have to project 
and buy enough leather for the next 
11 or 12 months. Then we sta rt our 
negotiations. He wants so much per 
tanned skin,-and I want a certain 
price so that my retail prices are in 
line. When we come to a meeting of 
the minds , and we always do 
because I have to have the leather 
and he has to sell it, I contract for it 
ove r the next 10 or 11 months. 

Leve: It seems to me that there 
wouldn ' t be much of a variance in 
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price unless it was a really meager 
season . I mean, handball and 
racquetball gloves certainly haven 't 
increased in price like so many 
other items. Is this accurate? 

Konkol: They sure haven 't. And you 
know, it's disappointing to have 
players say , "ghee whiz , these 
gloves are so expensive." If they 
only knew what a bargain they were 
getting . I would love to have every 
handball and racquetball player see 
a glove made . I have yet to have any 
one individual come into our 
factory and see it made and not say, 
"my goodness , how do you make it 
for this price?" Even though we 
mass produce them, there isn 't any 
one machine we can turn on that 
will produce a glove. It's a step-by ­
step process. It has to be handled 
individually, piece-by-piece . 

Getting back to our contract for 
leather,-we have it come in so 
many feet per month,-to our 
factory . 

Leve: Do you barter with more than 
one source? Do you ever really see 
what you 're getting before it comes 
to you? 

Konkol: I look at a representative 
sample . I use several sourc es . 

Leve: Are there many sources? 

Konkol: It's getting more limited, 
but there are a number you can still 
go to. There are not too many 
tanners , unfortunately , but there 
are enough around . Ecology has 

limited the tanning industry as we ll 
as the lousy nature of the job itself. 
Its really a miserable, smelly job . 

Leve: Okay . You've seen your 
sample, agreed on price , and finally 
the leather arrives at your factory . 
Then? 

Konkol: We examine the skins, and 
determine what type of glove each 
skin will make,-handball, 
racquetball, golf and so on. We 
have to re-sort and re-inspect every 
skin, and separate them all . 

We then issue the leather to our 
cutter. He takes each skin , 
examines it for the better parts and 
poorer parts . He works it over a 
block , a table about 20 by 40 inches. 
The cutter works the skin over this 
block until it has good plyabil ity . 
When you close your hand , your f ist 
is larger than when i_t's open, over 
the knuckle area. If you don 't have 
any "give" in the leather you 're 
going to fee l like you've got your 
hand in a Chinese puzzle . So the 
cutter adds the stretch , then cuts . 

Leve: Does he cut in any particular 
shape? 

Konkol: Yes ,-every shape of your 
hand,-the palm, thumb , fingers 
and so on . The two middle fingers 
are cut separately because the 
gloves are sewn together at the 
bottom of the middle finger. They 
have to be cut separately unle ss you 
want the seam of your glove to be 
on your palm . 

Need a racquetball glove? Sure bet to find one is in Champion's stock room in Des Mo ines . 
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In other words , you can put the 
glove togethe r in two ways . One , 
you can put the seams on the back 
of the glove . But in order to do so 
you ' ll have to have a seam tucked 
away right at the base of your two 
little fingers or number two , you can 
have the seams on the palm of the 
glove . 

That's the only two ways you can 
put it together . Th ere isn't any other 
way to put a glove together . It's 
been that way ever since they 've 
made gloves . 

Leve: The idea would be to get that 
seam , right where your fingers meet 
your palm? 

Konkol: Right. So when you cup 
your hand , the seam tucks away . It 
becomes no factor at all. This was 
one of the original questions put to 
me by handball players 20 years 
ago, " why couldn ' t we tuck the 
seam away? " That 's why we started 
to make our gloves the way we 
make them today . 

After these pieces are cut , the 
leather goes to the next operator, 
who will put the various parts t~a t 
will make that glove with it,-th1ngs 
like fabric, buckles , straps and so 
on . Then it moves into the sewing 
room . 

One of the first operations is to put 
the thumb on it. Then the joining of 
any fabr ic is done . From there it 
goes to an operator who will close 
it , joining the back with front , 
making it a glove . 
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From there it moves to what we call 
the "turner ." Since gloves are 
sewed inside-out, the turner will 
turn the glove so the grain of the 
leather is on the outside. 

From the turner it moves over to the 
finishing department, and here the 
finishers, using hot electric forms, 
press the gloves over these hot 
forms , like you'd press a shirt or 
trousers . 

Then it goes to the inspection 
department, where the threads are 
clipped and the glove determined 
ready for sale or not. If it isn ' t and 
can be repaired, it will be returned 
to the operator who made the 
mistake . If it's no good at all , the 
inspector throws it into the 
"seconds " or into the garbage. 

From there it goes to the packaging 
department where the operator 
places it into a box, or package or 
whatever the glove calls for , and out 
to the stock room. We get the order 
in, we find the gloves and the order 
is processed . 

Leve: How many people would you 
say, are involved in the making of a 
racquetball glove? 

Konkol: No less than 12, probably 
15. 

Leve: How much waste, on a 
percentage basis, is there? 

Konkol: Our waste runs quite high. 
Because deerskin is from a wild 
animal, where you can't control his 
habitat, what it does often mars the 

skin . We get a lot of skins with 
scratch marks, drag marks, antler 
marks, bullet holes and more . The 
waste is very high. I would say it 
runs about 20 per cent. 

Leve: How do you view racquetball 
in general? 

Konkol: It's definitely for real. 
Racquetball is here to stay. You're 
going to find it becoming one of the 
greatest part icipation sports for 
husband and wife , girl friend and 
boy friend, son and daughter and so 
on . It's ideal. Racquetball is made 
for this era that we're in . People are 
thinking in terms of longevity of life, 
being in good physical shape , and 
trying to do things other than 
smoking cigarettes and drinking 
alcohol. 

Racquetball is the outlet people can 
get for their frustrations. Women 
could never get this from handball, 
but they can do it with a racquet. 

I think handball, sure , it did fall off. I 
think it has reached its plateau. 
We'll always have the challenge of 
people wanting to play handball, 
and for that reason handball will 
never die . 

But racquetball is for the masses. 

National Commissioner 

Cont inued from page 8 

apiece for the entire tournament. 
Sixty per cent of all seats are 
al~cady sold on this basis. 

We have here at U.S.R.A. 
headquarters, a few choice seats 
that are being held for Midwest and 
East coast players and fans who will 
be travel ing to San Diego for the 
Nationals and w i ll want to watch the 
matches . 

Ladies and gentlemen of 
racquetball,-as you well know .­
gone are t he days when our sport 
was a group of avid racquetballers 
gett ing together to play aga inst and 
watch other racquetballers . We are 
still getting together to play, but 
increasingly, the spectators are not 
tournament players, but rather 
tourn ament spectators , willing to 
pay the go ing rate for the privilege 
of watching the bes t racq uetba ll in 
the world . 

No longer can we as players expect 
free seats at major racquetball 
event s, wh ere substantial sums of 
money are pu t up by the host c lub 
in order to bring you the finest in 
tournament cond it ions. 

If you are planning on attending the 
National Championships ,-and if 
you want to watch the professiona l 
matches ,- you shou ld plan now on 
purchas ing a ticket. The 
tournament will be sold out. 

You may send your check or money 
order in the amount of $100 to Joe 
Ardito , Business Manager , National 
Racquetball Club , 4101 Dempster 
St. , Skokie, Ill. 60076 . If you have 
any ques ti ons please cal l me at area 
312, 673-4000. 



Thanks for a great '75 but ... 

1976 promises to look even better, because ... 

. . . our January 1, 1976 backlog of 79 courts 
ordered for installation is nearly double our 
1975 backlog for the same period. 

We have you to thank ... those of you who 
want the best court on the market ... the court 
with the least maintenance cost, and the court 
that is also backed by a lifetime warranty. 

We would also like to particularly thank 
those of you who continue to join the many 
thousands now playing handball, racquetball 
or squash, because it is you who really make 
the demand for our courts. Thanks for your 
interest and the pleasure of being associated 
with such great sports. 

D. B. FRAMPTON 



INSTRUCTIONAL 

The Serve and 
Service Return 
Few p layers realize the importance 
or the limitations of a racquetba ll 
serve . Unlike tennis, the serve 
usually doe s not produce a large 
number of aces . But on each point, 
the serve does set t he tone of the 
rally . W ith a good serve , a player 
can virtually determine whether a 
rally w ill be a long ceiling ball rally, 
or a short series of shots . Rather 
than describe every possible serve, 
this article concentrates on four 
basic serves , a simple service 
strategy, and a service return. 

The serve is the only shot dur ing a 
match when you are in complete 
control of the game . Even though 
very few aces are hit by t he pros , the 
importance of the serve can not be 
over emphas ized . The most 
important fact about serving is that 
you can on ly w in a point when you 
are serv ing ; th is means that you 
should take some risks and think 
100% in terms of offense when 
serving , not just getting the ball into 
pl ay ; the amount of offense you can 
generate will depend on what 
abil ities you have . Your main 
thought should be to apply as much 
pressure on your opponent as 
possible ; this usually means 
attempting a kill shot at the first 
reasonable moment. You do not 
have to wait for a perfect setup 
before try ing a kill shot: so long as 
your shot can keep you on the 
offense and your opponent on the 
defense , a kill shot or pass shot 
should be attempted . Which shots 
you should try to ki ll can only be 
determined by examining your 
offe nsive abi lities and your 
opponents defensive abilities. 

One rule of thumb is if your feet can 
be set at least one second , the ball 
is below your waist, and your 
op pon ent is no t already running up 

to th e fro nt wal I to cover your kill 
shot , go ahead and take a shot. So 
lo ng as you move to cover that shot, 
the resul ts sho uld be favora ble fo r 
you . Your chances of getting 
offensive chances will increase if 
you follow these hints : 

1. When you get into the serv ice 
box, relax for a few seconds before 
serving . 
2. Next , analyze your opponent's 
physical and menta l condition to 
determine what type of serve w ill 
give you the weakest return. Also 
determine which side , how fast, and 
how high to serve the ball. 
3. Before serv ing the ball, picture in 
your m ind what the serve and the 
resulting rally will look lik e. 
4. After hitting the serve, move as 
fast as you can to center court 
position and wait for the possib le 
weak return . Figure 1 shows the 
proper center court position. Note 
that the pos it ion is slightly toward 
the side of the serve; this posit ion 
allows you to cove r almost any shot 
except a perfect kill or pass shot : 
any returns down the wall are 
setups and any cross court returns 
must be perfect or else they will 
come straight through the center of 
the court or off the s ide wall into the 
center for a setup (see figure 2). 
5. If you get a setup, shoot the ball 
and move back near center court to 
cover the possible return. 
Movement back to center court is 
as important as hitting a good kill 
shot; you can't expect to roll out 
every ball, but if you cover every 
attempted kill, you will pro bably get 
the point on the fo llow ing shots if 
your opponent ret urns the ball. 

Thus the keywords for an effective 
serve are relax, think, picture, 
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move , shoot , cover. These hints will 
help you develop a better offensive 
game . 

There are four basic serves: 1) the 
lob serve, 2) the garbage or junk 
serve, 3) the dr ive serve , and 4) the 
Z or two wall serve. Other serves are 
just variations of these four serves. 
These four serves when coupled 
w ith the three variables of ball 
speed, d i rection , and he ight will 
give you a full range of offensive 
serves . If possible , all serves should 
be hit from near the center of the 
service area so that it w ill be easier 
to obta in your center court 
posit ion ; however, the Z serve to 
the left, rear corner for a right 
hander may be more easily hit from 
the left side of the court if you are 
right handed. If you find trol:lble 
controlling your serves, take a step 
away from the side that you intend 
to serve towards to give yourself a 
greater angle. 
Figure 3 shows the path of a good 
lob serve . Ideally, the serve should 
be hit as high as possible; then the 
ball should hit the side wall about 
shoulder or head high about 10 feet 
from the back wall and die near the 
back wall. The advantage of the lob 
is that it requires very little energy 
to hit and gives you plenty of time to 
get into position for the next shot; 
also the lob serve is good for 
slowing down the pace of a game. 
However, the disadvantages are 
that it requires some finesse to keep 
the ball either from coming off the 
back wall or into the center of the 
court when you are using a very live 
ball. 

The best way to hit a lob serve is to 
find a spot on the front wall which 
the ball should hit to give you the 
desired results; then t ry to aim for 
thi s spot every t ime you hit a lob 
serve. When hitting the lob, stand 
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with your feet lined up in the 
direction of the intended serve (see 
figure 4) and swing upward with a 
rigid wrist ; follow through by 
pointing the racquet in the direction 
of the spot on the front wall. Since 
the ball should be struck in front of 
the instep of the leading foot, the 
wrist should be in a full cocked 
position so that the racquet will 
strike the ball either flat or with a 
slight underspin; but again , the 
wrist should remain rig id when you 
hit the lob serve . The ball should be 
contacted softly about waist or 
chest high . You will be able to 
control the ball much better if you 
bend the knees, shift the weight 
from the back toot to the front foot , 
and try to get underneath the ba ll. 
The serve can be an effective 
weapon if hit properly; however it 's 
harder to hit well than it looks . In 
the past, I used this serve 
extensively ; however, lately , I rarely 
use it because there are better 
alternatives . 

An alternative to the lob serve is the 
garbage or junk serve . It is easier to 
hit than the lob and achieves almost 
the same results. A garbage serve is 
a lob serve with a lower arc which 
hits the floor before hitting the side 
wall. Figure 5 shows the path of a 
garbage serve. The ball should hit 
the front wall about six to eig ht feet 
high, hit the floor about four feet 
behind the short line, and bounce 
into the rear corner . The ball may be 
directed straight at the rear corner 
or into the rear side wa ll , but 
remember that serves into the side 
wall need to be hit harder because 
the side wall tends to slow down the 
speed of the ball. If hit properly, the 
garbage serve should be medium 
speed and give the receiver only a 
chest high ball to return. 

The garbage serve, unless hit 
perfectly, is usually easy to return if 
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the receiver is patient and hits a 
ceiling ball return . However , most 
beginners and intermed iate players 
can not stand the temptation that a 
garbage serve offers and will elect 
to attempt a kill shot. This is the 
return you would most like to see 
because kill attempts of a garbage 
serve usually result in a set up for 
the server. Against good players , 
the serve usually results in a ceiling 
bal I rally because the proper return 
is a ceiling ball. Th is is the serve I 
use most frequently but w ith 
variations . The advantage of th is 
serve is its ease of execut ion ; its 
d isadvantage is that a quick player 
can some times run up , take the bal l 
out of the air, and drive the ball past 
you if you are not alert . 

A good serve to combine with the 
garbage serve is the drive serve . 
Figure 6 shows two variations of the 
drive serve . A large var iety of dr ive 
serves can be hit by varying the 
speed , direction, and he ight of the 
serve . The serve is hit with the same 
motion as a hard, low pass shot to a 
rear corner. Ideally, if hit very low 
and hard, the ball will bounce twice 
before your opponent will react to 
the serve or if hit into the side wall , 
the ball w ill d ie near the rear corner . 
Hopefully, if your opponent is either 
tired or undisciplined, he will 
attempt a hurried return which will 
result in a set up for you. This is a 
very good serve to use against 
players who move slowly or are 
overwe ight. The disadvantage of 
the serve is that if mis-hit, the ball 
can easily become a back wall set 
up ; also the serve affords you very 
little time to get into position for the 
next shot. Usually a series of quick, 
fast shots results from this serve, 
and the rally ends quickly . 

The z or two -wall se rve is just 
another serve to add to your 
repeto ire of serves, but it may get 
you many points agai nst most 
p layers because of the different 
bounces wh ich the ball may take. 
Figure 7 shows the path of a Z 
serve. For a right hander, it may be 
easier to hit the Z serve from the left 
side of the court because you can 
get a better angle on the serve. The 
serve is h it about six to eight feet 
high on the front wall ; then it 
should hit the side w all , come 
across the court, hit the floor near 
the left rear corner , hit the side wall 
and hopefully travel parallel to the 
back wall. The serve should be hit 
fairly hard or else your opponent 
may move up on· the ball and catch 
you off guard . The d isadvantage of 
the serve is that it comes through 
the center of the court so that you 
are momentarily out of pos ition ; 
also, it is very easy to mis-hit the 
serve so that you hit the side wall 
first which w i ll result in an 
automatic side out. If hit properly, 
this serve can earn you many po in ts 
aga inst opponents who have never 
seen the serve before . 

All of the examples have been to the 
left, rear corner , but they can also 
be hit to the right , rea r corner as 
well. In most cases you will want to 
serve to your opponent 's backhand 
since this is usually his weakest 
side . But try to vary the types of 
serves and the direction of the 
serves to keep your opponent off 
balance. I recommend that you pick 
two serves and use these two serves 
exclusively for about a month ; in 
fact try using one serve for an entire 
game just to practice that particular 
serve . As you become proficient in 
each serve, try a new serve or a 
variation of an old serve . 

Now that you are armed with a 
service arsenal, what do you do if 



your opponent has the same service 
arsenal? Th is brings us to the 
service return. Most writers will 
spend pages describing various 
service returns. To me the answer is 
just two words : ceiling ball. Figure 8 
shows the path of a perfect ceiling 
bal l return from the left rear corner . 
You should aim at a spot on the 
ceiling about two to four feet in 
front of the front wal I. 

Why use a ce i ling ball? When you 
are rece iving serve, you are totally 
on the defens ive. In order to hit a 
winner, you have to almost roll the 
ball out. By returning the serve with 
a ceiling ball, you get yourself out of 
a defens ive position and neutralize 
your opponent's chances to take 
the offensive. The ceiling ball return 
does not have to hug the s ide wall 
to be effective : the only real 
requirement is to get the ball to th e 
rear part of the court. Women can 
use a lob in place of a ceiling ball if 
it is too difficult to hit because the 
lob requires less strength . The lob 
is just a soft high shot preferably h it 
to one of the rear corners. The lob is 
fairly easy to hit ; the ceiling ball on 
the backhand side is not as easy . 
The ceiling ball will be covered in 
detail in a later article. 

Does this mean that every serve, 
even a set up should be returned 
with a ceiling ball? The answer is 
almost every serve should be 
returned with a ceiling ball. For a 
service return, you should attempt 
to hit a kill shot for one of the 
following reasons : 

1. You are so much better than 
your opponent that it doesn't make 
any difference what kind of return 
you hit, or 
2. You get an easy set up and you 
want to keep your opponent honest. 

You should be conditioned to 
return all serves to the ceiling 
because when you are tired, you 
can't afford to spend time deciding 
what type of return to h it. If you 
normally go for a kill shot, you will 
try a kill when you are tired; when 
you are tired, your kill shots will be 
h igher than usual and therefore you 
may find yourself losing a lot of 
points in the end game on serv ice 
returns . For practice, try returning 
every serve with a ceiling ball ; you 
will find that you will begin to think 
that you will never make an error on 
a service return and therefore put 
pressure on your opponent to score 
by hitting winners. 

How can you develop an effective 
serve? If you are a beginner, 
concentrate on the keywords relax, 
think, p icture, move, shoot, and 
cover, but only one at a time 
starting with the first word . After 
learning to relax between each 
point, try thinking before serving; 
then slowly add the other keywords 

to your service game. If you are not 
a beginner, perhaps analyzing your 
serve with respect to these 
keywords may tell you something 
about the effectiveness of your 
serve . Work on one serve at a time. 
For instance start by hitting a 
medium speed drive serve to the 
backhand. Then after three or four 
weeks , add a garbage serve to your 
game. Once you have these two 
serves, start experimenting w ith 
other serves , ball speeds, 
d i rections , and ball heights . For 
service returns either lob the ball or 
hit for the ceiling. The serve looks 
easy, but an effective serve takes 
longer to develop than it looks; 
however, the time spent practicing 
serves and service returns is very 
valuable because every rally begins 
with a serve and service return. 

In the next issue, I will discuss 
elementary strategy , center court 
position, anticipation, and the ready 
position. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL CHUCK LEVE 

How To Referee 
Part I 

As racquetball grows, refereeing 
becomes an increasingly sticky 
problem . Knowledge and 
interpretation of the rules and 
ability to correctly make calls 
relating to them is the essence of 
refereeing . This series of articles 
will deal with refereeing, and the 
information , it is hoped , will serve 
to help standardize refereeing on a 
national scale. 

This installment deals with an 
overview and theories of refereeing , 
as well as the first step to reffing a 
match , the pre-match duties . 

What is a referee's function? 
Without referees there would be no 
tournaments . In highly competitive 
athletics the need is obvious to 
have a controlling element to co­
ordinate and interpret the rules of 
play. In some sports, i.e., baseball, 
football, tennis, a group of officials 
perform this function. In other 
sports , the ultimate authority rests 
on one person , i .e., boxing, hockey , 
and of course, racquetball and 
handball. 

One of the difficulties of refereeing 
in the second category is the fact 
that a sole official finds himself in a 
situation of high pressure. The need 
for an immediate and correct call , in 
sometimes highly explosive 
circumstances , is what usually 
scares away most potential refs . 

A racquetball referee is not a 
person who just calls and keeps the 
score. He is an arbitrator, 
interpreter and enforcer , as well. 
Yet the best referees are those who 
seem invisible, whose calls are 
crisp and clear, and delivered with 
authority . 

Since most racquetball referees are 
also players, a built-in awareness of 
rules and situations should be used 
as an aid to making calls . Players 
must realize the intense pressure a 
referee is under and referee must 
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also be aware of the high de g ree of 
competitive spir it that the player 
has . It is only through thi s mutual 
understanding that order rather 
than chaos will emerge on the 
court. 

Rule I-Control the match. Above 
all else, th e referee must control the 
match . By contro l we do not mean 
an iron handed dictatorship , of 
" what I say , goes, and don't you 
dare give me any lip ." This is one 
method, although if I were a 
tourn ament d irector and fo und one 
of my referee 's administering law 
and order on the court in this 
manner , he would not be long fo r 
my refereeing staff. 

There are many other, more subtle 
ways of controlling a match . Mo st 
.of these will be described in deta il 
in the next instal lment of this series . 
However, a few of the highlights 
should be pointed out. 
First of all, the referee can control 
the match, by controlling the pace . 
And he controls the pace by his 
method of calling the score. A 
haphazard , " 8-6 , let 's go ," won't do 
it. A rather slow, loud and standard 
phrase should be used, " Side out 
(pause), eight serving six." 

When and when not to talk with 
players , use of technical fouls, and 
developing the rhythm of the match 
are other means of maintaining 
control of the game . 

Pre-match Duties. Most of these 
control methods can be better 
understood if we start at the 
beginning . A good referee is an 
organized referee . Nothing should 
be left for chance. Players are 
entitled to, and will need , towels . 
They should be there . If a ball 
breaks , additional balls should be 
on hand . These are small items, but 
in the long run they help gain 
resoect for the referee. 

Fo r a player to have ru n off the 
court, looking for a towel or wait 
around extra m inutes for the 
referee to find a new ball, disrupts 
the play , could alter momentum , 
and generally breaks the rhythm of 
the ma tc h. The less time 
unavoidable delays take, the bette r 
off the referee is . 

The referee should have a m inimum 
of two game balls on hand pr ior to 
the match. As the players begin 
warming up , the referee should g ive 
each player one of the balls so that 
they both have a chance to hit w ith 
the bal l (s) that eve nt ually will be 
used . When the actual game ball is 
dec ided , t he second ball should be 
handed to the referee and used as a 
replacement if the first ball breaks. 

After the players have warmed-up to 
the point of almost being ready , the 
referee should enter the court . This 
point in t ime is crucial. In face -to­
face confrontation with the p layers , 
the referee should deliver a pre­
game speech, of sorts. A well-done 
and authoritative pre sentation w i ll 
get the referee · off to a good start. 

The primary reason for this tactic is 
to be sure that you and the players 
are in agreement on all situations as 
they may arise. This would include 
court hinders, hinders , avoidable 
hinders, technical fouls, the 10 
second rule , appeals and so forth . 
Any racquetball player competing 
in a tournament is expected to 
know the rules . It is not the duty of 
the referee to explain them to him. 
However , it is the duty of the referee 
to be sure that both playe rs feel 
comfortable with his knowledge of 
the rules and interpretation of them . 
If a player believes that you , as 
referee, do know the rules as well as 
he does , then you w ill gain his 
respect. 

As you begin your dissertation , 
make sure you have the complete 
attention of both players . Instruct 



N.R.C. National Director Chuck Leve giving pre-match instructions to Charlie Brumfield(/) and Dave Bledsoe prior to the finals 
of Aurora Pro-Am . 

L---~ ---. -
" Gentlemen , can I have your 
attention please. You'll have 
plenty of time to complete 
your warm-up after we 're 
through . 

"I'd like to introduce you both 
to the linesmen. Mr. Feigen 
this is Mr . Brumfield and Mr . 
Bled soe. Mr. Keenan , this is 
Mr . Brumfield and Mr. 
Bledsoe . (They should shake 
hands). 

" Mr . Feig en will be the 
linesman on your left , and Mr . 

Keenan on your right. At no 
time should you talk to or 
request a ruling from either of 
the linesmen . All appeals must 
be made directly to the 
referee, who will then request 
a ruling from the linesmen. 

" If a call is appealed, I will 
announce the appeal and 
request each linesman for a 
ruling. If either linesman 
agrees with my call he will 
indicate this with a "thumbs 
up" motion. If either linesman 
disagrees with my call, he will 

Photo by Ron Lindner 
signal "thumbs down ." If 
either linesman was blocked 
out , or for whatever reason 
cannot make a call, he will 
idicate this by signaling 
"palms down ." 

"A two out of three vote 
carries the play . If either 
linesman agrees with me, my 
call stands and I will announce 
this. If both linesmen disagree 
with me, my call will be 
overruled and I will announce 
this, too. If the votes are split 
1-1 and one linesman cannot 

- -
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make a call, the rally will be re­
played. 

"There are no automatic court 
hinders . The only potential 
court hinder is where this 
piece of plexiglass meets the 
plate glass. You can see that it 
is not flush, and if in my 
opinion it takes an erratic 
bounce , I will call the hinder . 

"As always , I request and 
expect your help on double 
bounce pickups and skip balls . 
This is a professional sport 
and professional athletes must 
conduct themselves in such a 
manner. This includes calling 
your own skips and double 
bounces. 

"I do not want you to serve 
until I call the score. Once I 
call the score you have 10 
seconds either to serve or be 
ready to receive . If you are the 
receiver and wish to take your 
alloted 10 seconds , just hold 
your racquet over your head . I 
will be watching and will make 
sure you receive your alloted 
time . If you are serving and 
feel your opponent is taking 
too much time , you can serve 
the ball. If you are correct , it 
will be a legal serve. If not , I 
will ask you to re-serve . 

"I call avoidable hinders and 
technical fouls . I never give 
warnings on avoidables, and 
generally don't on technicals, 
so do not expect one . 

"The only hinder you can call 
is contact on your backswing . 
This is an automatic hinder 
and must be called 
immediately . I will not give you 
an option. All other hinders 
will be my call and they are not 
appealable. 

" Do you have any questions? 
Okay, then. Good luck to you 
both. " (Shake each player's 
hand) 
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them to cease warming up and that 
they will have additional time to 
complete their warm-up after you're 
done talking. 

If you have linesmen , they should 
be present with you at this time, 
although they should remain silent. 
Linesmen are for the benefit and 
use of the referee and at no t ime 
during a match should it be 
necessary for a linesman to speak. 

What follows is a recommended 
pre-match speech, similar to the 
one I gave to Charlie Brumfield and 
Dave Bledsoe prior to their 
championship match in the recent 
Aurora Pro-Am . After reading the 
discussion, we will analyze it. 

Although seemingly elaborate, this 
speech takes but a few short 
m inutes . But these are the most 
important minutes of the match, I 
believe, for the referee . You have 
succeeded in putting t he players at 
ease and informing them that you 
have control of the match. Let's 
analyze the speech. 

All players should be addressed as 
" Mr. or Ms ." This not only shows 
respect for the player, it also adds 
some class to the proceedings. A 
ca ll o f "Time out , Mr. Brumfield, " is 
a lot better than , "Ti me out, 
Charlie. " Also, by addressing the 
players on a non-personal level , you 
have succeeded in placing yourself 
above the players in a sense, as a 
figure of authority. As we have 
noted, this must be maintained at 
all times . 
By introducing the players to the 
linesmen, you have made them 
more comfortable with the 
linesmen situation . Again , a formal 
introduction maintains authority. 

The reasons for an elaborate 
discussion of the linesmen 
procedure are many . First, it is a 

relat ively new rule, and needs 
constant repetition before it 
becomes second nature to all 
players . Secondly, everybody 
concerned, players, referee and 
linesmen will be mo re comfortab le 
with the knowledge that all the 
others are on the same wave length , 
-that there is no misunderstanding 
as to what message the linesman 
was attempting to convey. Third, by 
ruling that di scussion with 
linesmen is off-lim its to players. you 
have re-inforced your own aµthority 
over the match . 

It is important that you stress the 
fact that you will cal l avoidable 
hinders and technical fouls, for 
these are the referee 's two most 
potent weapons for keeping a 
match under control. However , you 
do not want to appear as a 
tyrannical dictator d ishing out 
technicals every other ral ly. 
Therefore , alert the players that you 
may be lenient. IMPORTANT: Never 
give warnings on avoidable hinders. 
As for technical fouls, you must use 
your best jud gmen t, and I fee l, show 
some restraint. 

I wil l allow a player to question my 
call, especially if 1) I blew it or 2) he 
does so in ca lm and respectful 
terms. Any player who goes wild on 
the court, acts disrespectful to the 
referee or racquetball in general 
will be hit with a technical foul and 
resulting loss of one point. 

The reason I allow a bit of banter ing 
between player and referee is two­
fold . First, I never will reverse a cal l 
unless over-ruled by my linesmen , 
so discuss io n ends there on 
appealable calls. On other 
situations, s in ce I won 't reverse my 
call and the player knows it, he 
usually is just releas ing some steam 
in the heat of battle. Second ly, the 
power to erase a point from a 
player's score is the most powerful 
weapon in racquetball , and must 



The referee · all concentration along with 
scorekeepe r (I.) . microphone and towels . 

not be abused by power-crazed 
referees. A calm, sane , professional 
appro ac h to refereeing must be 
mainta ined at all times . 
However, the very f irst obscen ity 
uttered in my di rection, w i ll find a 
technical foul sent right back . The 
very first attempt to undermine my 
resp ect or authority w i ll also resu lt 
in a technical. But I don 't mind 
allow ing a player to let off a little 
steam , as long as it 's done right. 

Backswing hinders are tough to call 
becau se they ' re tough to see . But at 
no time can a player be allowed to 
take h is shot, and if it's good ignore 
the hinder , and if it's bad, expect 
the hinder. No way . 

And tha t's the way it is. Authori ty, 
respect, restraint , common sense , 
and hopefully, a bit of class. Try it. 
See if your refereeing doesn 't 
improve . 

Next issue : Controlling the match ,­
in detail . 
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FEATURE TERRY FANCHER 

The History of Racquetball 
SERIES/Part 4 

This is the fourth of a series in National Racquetball maga zine on the 
history of racquetball. The work of Mr . Fancher is from his thes is 
"A History of Racquetball ," written in partial fulfillment for a Master 
of Science degree in phys ical education at the University of Wisconsin . 
Any comments , additions or opinions regarding th is paper should be 
addressed to Mr . Terry Fancher , Skokie Court House , 3710 Touhy 
Ave. Skokie, Illinois 60076 , where he recently accepted the club 's 
teaching pro position . 

Rules 

The first draft of rules for the 
International Paddle Racket 
Association were presented in ACE 
for the purpose of acquiring 
constructive criticism from the 
IPRA membership. This criticism 
made a refined record draft 
possible and an official set of rules 
published in 1969. The first draft 
emphasized the safety factor . The 
first national convention which 
convened during the April , 1969, 
National Championships was to 
vote on the adoption of the revised 
official rules . Members were asked 
to send in any comments on rules . 
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The first set of rules to be used 
during the International 
Champ ionships of 1969 were those 
presented in final draft form in the 
December, 1968 issue of ACE . To 
prepare this outline for the conduct 
of the game, the headquarters had 
sifted through a large nationw ide 
response of suggestions and 
constructive criticism of the first 
draft of the rules published in the 
October, 1968 issue of ACE. 
Telephone conversations and 
personal meetings were also held 
and the result was adopted before 
the tournament with 
recommendations open for 
discussion at the organizational 

meeting in St. Louis . A nat ional 
rules committee headed by Charles 
Hazama of Rochester , M innesota , 
was to report at the convention 
meet ing also . 

Several IRA members in attendance 
at the convention during rules 
hearings were in favor of scoring on 
both offense and defense due to 
time period limitations at many 
clubs . However, the majority voted 
that the IRA would retain the same 
scoring system as stated in the 
rules , points could only be scored 
by the player or team in service and 
twenty-one points constituted a 
game. Also , the proposal of 



adopting alternate serving was not 
approved . 

Only a few major changes in the 
rules were recommended by the 
Rules Committee in St. Louis and 
were related to the designation of 
the racquet dimensions : 

Racquet. 

The official racquet will have a 
max imum length head of 11 inches 
and width of 9 inches . The handle 
will not exceed 7 inches. The total 
length and width may not exceed a 
total of 27 inches. 

Other changes were made in the 
Masters ' age lim it . Forty was 
designated as the minimum age for 
all competition in singles. In 
doubles, one participant had to be a 
m in imum of forty-f ive years of age , 
the other could be a minimum of 
forty . Injury allowances were made 
also. An injured player could be 
awarded 15 m inu tes for an in jury 
during play . An additional five 
minutes for a second related inj ury 
would be awarded to the player . 
Injury times were not to exceed a 
total of twenty minutes . These times 
were not to be charged to a p layer 's 
timeouts during the game . On any 
further injury to that player , the 
commissioner or committee, after 
considering available medical 
op inion, was to determ ine whether 
the injured player should be 
allowed to cont inue . 

Disc ussion of rules took up a gre at 
deal of the convention time at the 

national tournament in 1970. 
Hazama, IRA National Rules 
Chairman, had canvassed his 
committee during the year and had 
gathered useful , constructive ideas. 
Dr . Bud Muehleisen was especially 
cooperative and proposed many 
suggestions . Overall, the thinking 
of the racquetball officials was to 
keep the rules very closely related 
to those of handball in order to 
avoid confus ion and to ma ke it 
simple for players to play both 
games . One p layer pointed out that 
possibly some of the handball rules 
needed revision . As usual, the 
" avoidable hinder " crept into the 
discussion , and as always , the 
simp le standard for the referee was 
noted -a player was entitled to a 
fair and unobstructed chance at the 
ball. If , in the judgment of the 
referee, the opponent could have 
given this clear shot and does not, 
the avoidable hi nder should be 
ruled. In racquetball, more so than 
in handball , t he doubles play can be 
very close -q uartered . This is 
especially true in front court where 
all four men are positioning 
themselves up front for a volley 
ending shot. To prevent accidents, 
it was stressed that referees be alert 
and quick with hinder calls. 

Women In Racquetball 

The interest and participation of 
women in the game of racquetball 
helped the sport to succeed 
according to Association president 
Robert W. Kendler, who was 
happy and enthusiastic about 
women's involvement. It was 

Kendler's opinion that any one of 
the major sports could not have 
succeeded without women in the 
audience or gallery or women 
actually participating; women had 
just as much right to be in any sport 
as any man. Kendler felt women 
should be allowed to participate in 
any form they chose. 

Marlowe Phillips , a former handball 
player , had been a strong supporter 
behind the promotion of the paddle 
rackets game at the St. Louis JGC. 
Phi llips was an excellent player who 
had done a remarkable job of 
introducing the game to men, 
women, and young people. In 
conjunction with the JGC meeting 
to approve the 1969 National 
Tournament, Ph illips was engaged 
in a mixed doubles playoff match 
on the glass court there, which 
turned out to have real spectator 
appeal. A good crowd materialized, 
mainly to watch the ladies exhibit 
their sk il ls on the court. Women 
insisted on colorful uniforms, which 
was a new innovation in handball 
and paddle rackets . Women's and 
junior div isions were expected to be 
developed even at this early stage 
of the game . 

Kendler inventec;l the glass-walled 
court as a result of seeking a 
comfortable way for his wife to view 
handball at his Town Club in 
Chicago . The courts were 
remodeled, g lass was installed 
along w ith ai r-conditioning for 
comfort and an elevator lobby so 
that other wives could be 
spectators . The previously 
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unsportsmanlike game of handball 
became more sportsmanl ike when 
the players ' wives and children sat 
in the gallery and watched the men 
play . 

Phillips, the IRA Masters s ing les 
and doubles champion in 1969 , was 
probably the first person to support 
a women's bracket for the 1970 
National Tournament. Phillips was a 
key promoter in the St. Louis area 
where women had played the game 
for years at the JCC and believed 
that the female players should not 
be denied their fa i r share of 
tournament honors . W ith the 
lightness of the racquet they could 
easily adapt to the game, as well as 
make the game more attractive for 
spectators . Some JCC mixed 
doubles tournaments were tried 
and met w ith success . 
A small group of young athletically 
inclined women , who were not 
satisfied with jogg ing and 
exercising , were insp ired by a few 
leaders like Frances Cohen , Gold ie 
Hogan , and Joan Zuc ker man and 
began to develop interest in the 
game . Phillip Smith, St. Louis JCC 
Health Club Director , was 
convinced that women had 
discovered a sport made to order 
for them and that it provided a 
physically challenging and 
emotionally relieving activity 
needed by women as much as men . 

In 1970 a survey of several women 
players provided some insight into 
the appeal of the game for them . 
Women seemed to be delighted 
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with playing racquetball because it 
made them a part of their family 
scene and had given them a sport 
they could play with their sons, and 
their daug hters too, although they 
were just beginner s . They found 
that playing racquetball was a good 
exercise and they preferred the 
game to other forms of activity. One 
thought echoed by most players 
was that when they were on the 
court , everything else was 
forgotten; it was a tens ion reliever . 

Women p layers represented vary ing 
ages and backgrounds . Some 
played the game only occasionally , 
others daily . Some were working, 
career g ir ls who p layed whenever 
they could find time ; others wer e 
housewives , who often began each 
day playing racquetball. They 
generally agreed that the activity on 
the court helped them to get 
through the day with mor e vitali ty 
than they had without it. 

In this same report , men were 
polled as to their feel ings on 
women play ing the game . Some of 
them replied that when they could 
not get a court rese rvation becau se 
of women playing they becam e 
aggravated for the moment ; 
however, they felt that t he women 
had as much righ t to the courts as 
they did . Other male players felt that 
the y did not fin d any difference 
between men and women playing 
racquetball and by participating, 
the women were the n more able to 
see how a man felt about a sport 

when they were involved in the 
same activity . 

An opposite view was stated 
emphatically by one man who fel t 
that the courts should be free 
dur ing prime hou rs for th e working 
man . The writer thought that 
women should confine th ei r play to 
certain hours during the day and 
that the majority should rule with 
respect to court time . One last 
opinion was th at a housewife 
should get an hour 's worth of 
exerc ise if it was desired . Women 
paid their dues and had every rig ht 
to use the courts . 

In the 1970 era , though opinion s 
were be ing strong ly aired on both 
sides, the controversy had by no 
mean s been settled . The futur e 
status of wom en in racquetball was 
viewed as possibly a very volatile 
issue . How ever, a very important 
dec ision was that the ladies were to 
have their own d ivis ion in the IRA 
Interna t ional Tou rnament in April , 
1970 . 

Growth of The Business Aspects of 
Racquetball 

Once sports at tain orga ni zed 
status , the problem of finances 
of ten become s important ; the early 
financing of racquetball , however , 
was minimal. The main concern of 
the USHA in 1969 was still the well­
being of handball , but racquetball 
was allowed a small budget. It 
appeared that Kendi er wanted to 
make racquetball as self-supporting 
as possible w ith the main source of 
operational revenues for 
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administration of the IRA to come 
from royalties on endorsed 
products such as balls and 
racquets . This apparently proved to 
be the right approach, since funds 
became more plentiful as a result. 
With information and news 
concerning the IRA printed in a 
section enclosed in ACE, financing 
a separate publication for 
racquetball was avoided . Expenses 
were largely conf ined to 
operational requirements. 

The first budget sheet for the 
International Racquetball 
Association covered the period 
November 15, 1968 , to December 
31 , 1969 . In the infant stages of the 
organization a loan even had to be 
taken out from the Un ited States 
Handball Associat ion in the amount 
of $500 to help with finances . 
Separate books were kept between 
the IRA and the USHA, although the 
adm inistrative offices were set up 
w ith the handball office . Total cash 
assets amounted to a mere $458.14 
after total d isbursements of 
$1,682.86 were pa id. However, 
Kendler's op inion that no 
organization could proceed w i thout 
profit and income was to be 
evidenced in future years . 

As the game of racquetball 
developed , it was ev ident that a 
business manager and a public 
relat ions staff member were 
needed . Charles Leve, who was a 
recent graduate of the University of 
Miami with a B.A. degree in 
journalism , was added to the USHA­
IRA headquarters office in June of 

1970 . Leve , the son of Mort Leve , 
was hired to concentrate h is efforts 
mainly on the promotion of the 
game of racquetball and paddleball, 
giving those games the full 
r.iecessary attention for cont i nued 
growth and development. 

Association President Kendler felt 
that the expanding racquet game, 
along w ith paddleball , could be 
given full-t ime attent ion; a 
concentrated attempt at a 
membership drive was also 
forecast. Kendler thought that ACE 
had prov ided an ideal 
communication l ink for handba ll 
and only w ith a corresponding 
response in racquetball and 
paddleball memberships could the 
newer game move forward . 

The appointment of an executive 
secretary for the IRA resulted in a 
staff member of the IRA who could 
be a direct contact between the 
assoc iation and its members 
throughout the country . 
Suggestions, complaints, and 
information could be passed free ly , 
wh ich helped to stablil ize relations 
between the association and its 
membership. Anything less than a 
full-time coord inator in th is pos ition 
would have been inadequate for the 
rapid growth and accompanying 
prob lems assoc iated with the new 
sport. 

Next issue: Organization and 
leadership; changes in the game 
and equipment . 
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FEATURE 

Brumfield Signs 
With Leach 

Char lie Brumfiel d , wh o swept all 
majo r pro tourname nt t itles during 
1974-75 and throughout his 
racquetba ll ca reer has won more 
th an two-doze n natio nal events , has 
joi ned the p laying staff of Leach 
Indust ries , the la rgest manuf act u rer 
of racq uetba ll racquets. 

The announceme nt was made 
jo int ly by Bru mfie ld and Charles 
Drak e, sa les and mar keting dire cto r 
fo r Leach. 

" I bel ieve that Leach's position in 
the spo rt has bee n developed by the 
typ e o f pr og ressive and ener get ic 
manage m en t that wi ll prov ide m e 
with th e oppo rtun ity to de velop an d 
pr omote racq uetb all on be half o f 
both am ateur and p rofessional 
p layers ," said Br um field , formerly 
vice-pr eside nt of Brum- Star Corp . 
Brumf ie ld said he is no long er 
act ively associa ted wi th Brum -St ar 
and wo uld d ivest hi mse lf of al l 
(stock) int erests in the company " as 
soo n as possi ble ." 

Leac h already had an impressi ve 
line up of pl ayers on it s staf f , 
includin g Ste ve Sero t , Steve Keel ey , 
Jan Cam pbe l l, M ike Ze itman , Davi d 
Bledsoe and Richar d Wag ner . 

" Based on hi s tourn am ent 
credent ials Brumfield probably is 
the great est p layer in th e h istory of 
racquetb all ," Drake sa id . " He 
certainl y is the best know n to the 
publ ic." 

Drake said that Leach wi ll develop 
and spon so r nation-w id e public 
app earanc es by Brum fie ld that w il l 
be des igned to promo te gre ate r 
awaren ess of th e spor t nation ally. 

" Charlie will be involved in many 
clinics throughout the country 
where he will have the opportunity 
to develop gre ater interest in 

rac qu etball, provi de instructi on an d 
be available direct ly to the 
consumer ," Drake exp lained . Serot 
and Keeley w ill join Brumf ield on 
those tours . 

" Brumfield also will be very much 
eviden t as a player ," Drake sai d. 
" Charlie will concentrate his 
competitive efforts around the 
major pro events and will 
energet ically promote the pro 
tour ." 

Leac h is co-sponsor of the $50, 000 
NRC p ro tour and is heav i ly 
invo lved in arrang ing necessary 
details for the nat iona l 
ch am pio nships to be held in San 
Diego thi s Ju ne . 

Brumfi eld prev iously had been 
assoc iated w ith Leac h Industri es 
fro m 1971 to 1973 . 

" Charlie not on ly is a great play er 
but also p rovide s valuable tech nical 
impact that assists our company to 
con tinue to produce the most 
playa bl e equip men t alon g with th e 
fin est cons tructi on po ssible," 
Drake sai d . 

Leach so on will introd uce two new 
" Brum field model" racq uets , both 
des ign ed by Charl ie h imself. One is 
a bum pe r al um in um racquet and 
the oth er is gl ass-f ill ed ny lon . 

" The la tter is si milar to our or iginal 
Bru mfiel d m odel with modificati ons 
to Charlie 's specificati ons and also 
incorpor ates the latest in new 
m ater ial s in its con struction ," 
Drake sa id. 

In addit ion to w inn ing th e NRC 
nation al tit le, The Nat ional Outdoors 
and The Canad ian Op en, Brumf ield 
during 1974-75 tournament play 
captured 20 straight s ingles 
champi o nsh ips in the tournaments 
he ent ered. 

-
HELP 

PREVENT 
EYE 

INJURY! 
Not on ly can you buy the fine st 

handbal l and racquetball gloves and 
the fines t racquets from Cham pion , 
but you can get the very best eye 
pr otection for these exc iting sports 
from Champion , too. 

Champion 's MK Eyeguard is made 
from strong , l ightweight aluminum , 
co vered w ith soft, natural rub ber 
and des igned to mold around the 
eyes for maximu m visibi lity. 

Cham pion's MK Eyeg uard re minds 
you to keep yo ur eye on the ball, 
where it be longs, and play with con­
fi dence you have never fe lt bef ore. 

We do n' t expect you to st rut 
when yo u get on the court , but you 
will fee l " conf iden tly " d iff erent. 

A vaila b le a t Sp orti ng Goods 
Stores, A thleti c Cl ubs and you r 
YM CA. 
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DIRECTORY OF 
COURT CLUBS 

A la ba ma Liver more Wall n' Ball 
Racquet Place 931 Hanover St. 
2401 20th Pl.. S. Livermore . CA 94550 
Birmingham , AL 35209 Long Beach A.C . 
T he Huntsville Racket 4000 Long Bea ch Blvd . 
505 Drake Ave . Long Beach , CA 90809 
Hu n tsvi lle. AL 35801 Century West Club 

Al aska 2040 Avenue of the Stars 

A nchorage Tennis Club 
Los Angeles. CA 90067 

P.O. Box 8823 Los Angeles A.C . 

Anchorage, AK 99508 431 W. 7th St. 
Los Angeles , CA 90014 

Ariz ona Wall bangers Court Centers 
Meuhleisen Courts 960 N. San Anton io Rd . 
1440 W. Broadway Los Altos. CA 94022 
Mesa. AZ 87504 Manhattan Ath letic Club 
Phoenix A.C . 3421 Sepu lveda Blvd . 
4843 N. 8th Place Manhattan Beach . CA 90266 
Phoen ix, AZ 85014 Marina City Club 
Tempe Racquet & Swim Club 4333 Admiralty Way 
P .O . Box 27508 Marina Del Rey , CA 90291 
Tempe, AZ 85282 Pacheco Club 
T ucson A .C. 602 Abrego St. 
4220 E. Be llev ue Monterey, CA 93940 
Tucson , AZ 85712 Newport A .G. 
A rka nsas 1367 Avacado 

lchibon Sports Center Newport Beach . CA 92660 

2307 S . 8th St. Gorham 's Sport Center 
Rogers , Arkansas 72756 1963 Apple St. 

Calif orni a 
Ocean s ide . CA 92054 

San Luis Bay C lub 
Will iams Hea lt h Club 
1305 Franklin St. Avila, CA 93424 
Oakland , CA 94612 

Wall banger Club Poway Racquet Club 
577 Sa l mar Ave. 
Campbe ll . CA 95008 

13830 Poway Rd . 

Chula Vista H/ R Club 
Poway , CA 92064 

1550 Broadway Sacramento Racquet Cl ub 

Ch ul a Vi sta. CA 92011 2619 American River Dr . 

Wall ba ngers 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

15 4th Ave . Supreme Court II 

Chu la Vista. CA 92011 975 Industrial Rd . 

Mueh leisen Courts 
San Carlos, CA 94070 

2775 Via de La Valle Atlas Health Club 

Del Mar. CA 901 Hotel Ci rcle, S. 

Handba ll/A Club 
San Diego , CA 93138 

1663 Greenfield Brown's HB/R Club 

El Cajon, CA 92021 5205 Kearney Villa Way 

Mueh leisen Cour ts 
San Diego , CA 92123 

702 Broadway Gorham's Sport Center 

El Cajon, CA 92021 960 Turquoise 

The Co ur tyard 
San Diego, CA 92109 

P.O. Box 1866 Kona Kai C lub 

Escondido, CA 92025 1551 Shelter Island Drive 

Kaiser Recreation Club 
San Diego, CA 92106 

9400 Cherry Ave . The Olympic Club 

Fon tana, CA 92335 524 Post St. 

San Joaq u in A. & Raq. Club 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

4774 N. B lackstone A lmade n Valley A.G. 

Fresno, CA 93726 P.O. Box 24175 

Brown 's HB/R Club San Jose , CA 95124 

717 1 A lva rado Rd. San ta Ana A.C . 

La Mesa, CA 92041 311 N. Van Ness 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 
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Rossmoor R/HB Courts Grand Junction Club 
12235 Seal Beach Blvd. 2205 Arrowhead Lane 
Seal Beach , CA 90740 Grand Junction. CO 81501 
Schoeber 's HB/ R Spas Longmont Hea lt h Spa 
425 Eccles Ave . 660 Delaware 
S. San Francisco, CA 94080 Longmont , CO 80501 
Helix Court House Wes t Hills Racquet Club 
9617 Campo Rd. 453 Van Gordon St. 
Spring Va ll ey , CA 92077 Lakewood , CO 80228 
Supreme Court I Storm Meadow s A .C. 
415 N. Mathilda Ave . P.O. Bo x AAA 
Sunnyva le. CA 94086 Steamboat Spr ing s, CO 80477 
SPA Heal th Center Flo rida 
223 Thousand Oaks Blvd . 
Thousand Oak s, CA 91360 

Br andon Swim & Te nn is Club 

SPA&A .C. 
Pro Shop 

12932 Newport Ave . 
Brandon , FL 33512 

Tustin , CA 92680 Geo rgia 

Encino Health Club Atl anta Athletic Club 

5251 Sepulveda Blvd . Box 1018 

Van Nuys , CA 91401 Atlanta , GA 

Midtown Handball Club Willow Cree k A.C . 
1451 E. Main St. Box 566 
Ventura , CA 9300 1 Columb,a , GA 31907 
Pie rpont Racquet Club 
P.O. Box 1886 

Hawaii 

Ventura , CA 93001 Center Hea lth Club 
P.O. Box 657 

The Center Courts 
Honolulu , HI 96813 

11866 La Grange Ave. 
W. Los Angeles , CA 90025 Idah o 

Wallbanger Club Idaho Falls Racquet Club 
7060 Garden Grove Blvd . 1705 E. 17th St . 
Westmin ster , CA 92683 Idaho Falls , ID 83401 

Atlantis Athletic Club I llinois 
15600 La Forge Court Hou se 
Whittier , CA 90609 106 E. College Dr . 
Valley Court Club Arlington Hts ., IL 60004 
6301 G lade Ave ., K-221 Harbor Poin t Club 
Wood land Hi l ls, CA 91364 155 N. Harbor Dr . 
Warn er Cent er Racquet Club Chicago , IL 60601 
6336 Canoga Ave . Ill . Cent er R & H Club 
Woodland Hills , CA 91364 111 E. Wacker Dr . 
Colora do Ch icago, IL 60601 

Cedar Ridge Cl ub McC lurg Court Sports Cen . 
One ida & Leetsda le 333 E. Ontario 
Denver. CO 80222 Ch icago, IL 60611 

Court Club Mid -Town Court House 
281 Broadway 1235 N. LaSalle St. 
Denver, CO 80203 Chicago, IL 606 10 

Denver A.C . The Riviera Club 

1325 Glenarm 400 E. Rando lph St. 

Denver. CO 80204 Chicago, IL 60601 

Executive Tower A.C. Southwest A.C . 

11th and Curtis 10436 Southwes t Hwy 
Denver, CO 80203 Chicago Ridg e, IL 60415 

Montebello Sporting HS . The Deerfield Courts 

4780 Oak land St. Lak e Cook Shopping Plaza 

De nver, CO 80239 Deerfie ld, IL60022 

Stap leton Plaza A.C . NW O'Hare Office Club 

3333 Quebec St. 2454 Dempster St. 

Denver, CO 80207 Des Plaines, IL 60016 

Writer s Office Bldg . The Co urts 

7605 Trenton Dr . 186S. West Ave. 

Denver , CO 80220 Elmhurs t, IL 60126 



Woodfield Racquet Club The Players Club Minneapolis A.C. Evanston Court Club 
615 Second Ave., S. 1101 Dodge Ave . 1415 N. Payne St . 17043 Downing St. 
Minneapolis , MN 55402 Evanston , IL 60202 Schaumburg, IL 60172 Gaithersburg, MD 20760 
Penthouse Courts Inc. Evergreen Bath & Tennis Skokie Court House Massachusetts 
6120 Earl Brown Dr. 2700 W. 91st St. 3710 Touhy Ave. The Busy Bee Minneapolis, MN 55430 Evergreen Park, IL 60642 Skok ie, IL 60076 75 Cheshire Rd . 
The Court House Treborsh ire Tennis Club 

Courts ide Pittsf ield, MA 01201 
1155 Ford Rd. 195th & Glenwood Rd . 

2811 W. Lawrence Shrewsbury Club 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426 Glenwood, IL 60425 

Spr ingf ield, IL 62703 Tennis Dr ive 
Lilydale Tennis Club Poplar Creek Racqu et Club 

Westwood Tenn is Club ShrewsbUry, MA 01545 
945 Sibley Mem. Hwy. 2350 Hassel l Rd . 

P.O. Bo x 457 Michigan St. Paul, MN 55118 Hoffman Estates , IL 60172 
Sterling, IL 61081 Detroit A.C. St. Paul A.C. Fou r Lakes Racquet Club 
Oakwood Racquet Club 241 Mad ison Ave . 340 Cedar St. 1401 Four Lakes Ave. 
351 Oakwood St . Detro it, Ml 48226 St. Paul, MN 55101 Lis le, IL 60532 
Waukegan , IL 60085 Eastpointe Racquet Club The Court House Cove Courts 
Oak Brook HB/R Club 19001 Nine Mile Rd. 138 E. Plato Blvd . 22nd & Fin ley Rd . 
424 Plaza Dr ive E. Detroit. Ml 48021 St. Paul , MN 55107 Lombard , IL 60148 
Westmont , IL 60559 Charlevoix Club Miss ouri Four Flaggs Court Club 
Indiana 3030 Charlevo ix Dr ., S.E. 

Castle Oaks 8245 Go lf Rd . 
Carme l Racquet Club Grand Rapids , Ml 49506 

Swingley Ridge Rd. Niles, IL 60648 
225 E. Car mel Drive The Athletic Club Chesterfield, MO 63017 Tam Tennis Cen ter 
Carmel . IN 46032 1 Vandenberg Center 

The Court House 7686 Caldwell 
Indianapolis A.C. Grand Rapids , Ml 49502 

11628 Old Ballas Rd . Niles , IL 60648 
350 N. Me ri dian St. Peninsular Club Creve Coeur, MO 63141 Sky Harbor Court Club 
Indianapolis , IN 46204 120 Ottawa N.W. 

Spaulding Racquetball Cl. 3175 Commercial Ave . 
Racquets Four Grand Rapids, Ml 49502 

200 E. Enchanted Parkway Northbrook , IL 60062 
Woodland Sport Center Manchester, MO 63011 The Court House 4002 E. Southport Rd . 
28th St., SE, W. of Breton 

Airway Racquet Club 1901 Raymond Dr . Ind ianapoli s , IN 46227 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49508 Racquet Clubs of America 10 Richards Rd. Northbrook , IL 60062 
Racquetime Kansas City, MO64116 Burk's Sportsmen Club 911 E. 86th St. 
12840 Farmington Road 

The Match Box 4358 W. 103rd St. Ind ianapolis, IN 46240 
Livonia , Ml 48150 

206 Hwy. 67 S. Oak Lawn , IL 60453 Kentucky 
Crescent Lake Racquet Club Poplar Bluff, MO 63901 Oak Park-RF Racquet Club Doctor's Club 1585 Crescent Lake Rd . 

Missouri A.C. 301 Lake St. 4001 Dutchman Lane Pontiac, Ml 48054 
405 Washington Ave . Oak Park , IL 60302 Louisv i lle, KY 40207 

Downriver Racquet Club St. Louis , MO 63102 Riviera Country Club Lou isville A.C. 13800 Williamsburg 
Spaulding Racquetball Cl. 8800 West 143rd St. 200 Kentucky Towers Riverview, Ml 48192 
8701 Dunn Rd. Orland Park, IL 60462 Louisv i lle , KY 40202 

Southfield Athletic Club St. Louis, MO 63136 Arlington Indoor Tennis Club Louisia na 26555 Evergreen 
Town & Country Club 545 Consumer Dr. 

Baton Rouge A.C. Southfield, Ml 48076 
Des Peres Rd. Palatine, IL 60067 

7639 Airline Hwy . The Fairlane Club St. Louis, MO 63141 Forest Grove Sw im & Rae . Baton Rouge , LA 70815 5000 Woodview Lane 
University Club 1760 N. Hicks Rd . 

Red Lerille 's Health Club Dearborn, MI 48126 
1034 S. Brentwood Blvd. ~, Palatine, IL 60067 

117 Doucet Rd . Warren Tennis Club St . Louis , MO 63117 Courts In Session Lafayette , LA 70501 24727 Gibson Drive 
West James Court Club P.O. Box 470 

Jefferson Cour t Clubs Warren, Ml 48089 
1330 Harvestown Indus. Palos Park , IL 60464 

2720 Metairie Lawn Dr . Waterford Hill Handball St. Louis , MO 63132 ,( Courtside Metairie, LA 70002 6110 Dixie Highway 
West Port Racquetball Club ;. 2121 Altorfer Drive 

New Orleans A.C . Waterford, Ml 48095 
2388 Chafee Peoria, IL 61614 

222 N. Rampart St. Minnesota St. Louis , MO 63141 Suburban Club New Orleans, LA 70112 
Decathlon A.C . Columbia RB/HS Club Pioneer Park 

Maine 7800 Cedar Ave . S. 5257 Southwest Ave. Peoria, IL61604 
Chicago H & Ten Club Down East Court Club Bloomington, MN 55420 St. Louis, MO 63139 

Rt . 1 King's Court Montana 1020 Meacham Rd. 
Falmouth, ME 04105 7001 Cahill Rd. 

Yellowstone Racquet Club 
Schaumburg, IL 60172 

Maryl and Edina, MN 55435 
3440 Rim rock Road Court House 

King's Court Billings, MT59102 1450 Payne Rd. Ritzenberg 's Tennis Courts 
2560 N. Fry St. Schaumburg, IL 60172 Rear 5161 River Rd. 
Roseville, MN 55112 Nevada The Right Racquet Club Bethesda, MD 20014 
Court One Cambridge Towers & Raq. Club 2330 Hammond Dr. Columbia A .C. 
581 0 Hackmann Ave ., N.E. 3890 S. Swenson Schaumb urg , IL 60172 5435 Beave rkill Rd . 
Fri d ley, MN 55432 Las Vegas. NV 89109 Columbia, MD 21043 
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Tropicana Racquet Club 
3801 Las Vegas Blvd. , S. 
Las Vegas , NV 89109 

New Hampshire 
Hampshire Hills Racquet & 
Health Clut:>-Emerson Road 
Milford, NH 03055 

New Jersey 
The Sportsmans Club 
Tierney Rd . 
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849 

New Mexico 
Four Seasons Club 
6400 Uptown Blvd ., N.E. 
Albuquerque, NM 8711 O 

New York 
Four Wall Courts 
580 Cayuga Rd . 
Buffalo , NY 14225 
Genev a AC . 
80 Castle St. 
Geneva , NY 14456 
Downtown A.C. 
19 West St. 
New York , NY 10004 
New York A .C. 
180 Central Park S. 
New York, NY 10019 
Mid -Town Tennis Club 
55 Gould St. 
Rochester . NY 14610 
Plaza A .C. 
50 Chestnut Plaza 
Rochester , NY 14604 

Ohio 
The Back Wall 
3600 Park East 
Beachwood , OH 44122 
The Court Yard 
3917 Virginia Ave . 
Cincinnat i, OH 45227 
Ball N' Racquet 
3121 Euclid Ave . 
Cleveland, OH 44115 
Chagrin Court Club 
27629 Chagrin Blvd . 
Cleveland. OH 44122 
Cleveland A.C. 
1118 Euclid Ave. 
Cleveland, OH 44115 
The Cincinnati Club 
30 Garfield Place 
Cleveland, OH 45202 
Athlet ic Club 
136 E. Broad St . 
Columbus , OH 43215 
Viking Forum 
888 Granville Rd . 
Columbus, OH 43203 
Mentor-Heisley Club 
6000 Heisley Rd . 
Mentor, OH 44060 
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Moundbuilders Racquet 
Club - 1891 S. 40th St. 
Newark . OH 43055 

Executive Club We st 
21330 Center Ridg e Rd . 
Rocky River, OH 44116 

Boca Racquet C lu b 
860 Boardm an- Can fiel d Rd . 
Youngstown, OH 44512 

Oklahoma 
Meuh leisen Courts 
6701 Wil shire Blvd . 
Oklahoma Ci ty, OK 73132 

Oregon 
Mountain Park Raq . Club 
3 S.W . Bott ice ll i 
Lak e Oswego . OR 97020 
Multnom ah A.C. 
1849 S.W. Salmon St. 
Portland , OR 97205 

Pennsylvania 
Huff N' Puff Gym Inc . 
4990 State Rd . 
Drexe l Hill , PA 19026 
Wor cester Racquet Club 
Fairview Village 
PA 19409 

North eas t Racquet Club & 
Spa-Krewstown Rd . & Grant 
Ph iladelph ia, PA 19115 
Pittsburgh A.A. 
4215 Fifth Ave . 
Pittsburgh , PA 15213 

Scranton A C. 
Lomma Bldg . 
Scranton , PA 18503 
F. H. Buhl Club 
28 N. Pine Ave . 
Sharon , PA 16146 

South Carolina 
Charleston Court Clubs 
1642 Highway 7 
Charleston, SC 29407 

Texas 
Royal Courts 
P.O . Box 14845 
Austin , TX 78761 
DallasA.C . 
Elm, Pacif ic, & St. Paul Sis . 
Dallas , TX 75201 
Inwood Racquet Club 
P.O. Box 20545 
Dallas, TX 75220 
Ray & Clare Health Club 
5919 Forest Lane 
Dallas , TX 75230 

Athletic Club of Houston 
Two Shell Plaza 
Houston , TX 77002 

Court Sports Inc . 
2620 Tangl ewi lde 
Houston . TX 77042 
University Club 
455 Post Oak Tower 
Houston , TX 77027 
Centre Tenn is Club 
900 St. Paul 
Richardson , TX 75080 
R & HB Center of S.A. 
121 NWLoop410 
San Anton io , TX 78216 
Turtle Creek C.C. 
8400 Data Poin t 
San Anton 10 , TX 78229 . 

Utah 
The Towne House 
158 S. 3rd , E. 
Salt Lake City , UT 84111 

Virginia 
Loulln Indo or Tennis Club 
371 Fort Evans Rd . 
Less burg , VA 22075 

Courts Royal 
2733 Merrilee Dr . 
Merrifield , VA22116 

The Tennis Center 
403 Brookside Blvd . 
Richmond , VA 22227 

Vermont 
Th e Court Club 
70 Farrell Rd . 
S. Burlington , VT 05401 

Washington 
Bellingham A.C . 
Samish Way 
Bel li ngham, WA 98225 
Bellingham Racquet Club 
8th & McKenzie 
Bellingham , WA 98225 
Bellevue A .C. 
2100-112\h N.E. 
Bellevue, WA 98004 
Straight Arrow A.C. 
Kent, WA 
Tri City A.C. 
P.O. Box 6639 
Kennew ick, WA 99336 
Athletic Club 
1066 S. Division 
Moses Lake. WA 98837 
Gallery 
1.1616 Aurora Ave . 
Seattle, WA 98110 
Washington A .C. 
6th & Union Sis. 
Seattle , WA 98001 
Central Park Racquet Club 
5900 E. 4th Ave . 
Spokane, WA 99206 

The Spokane Cl ub 
W. 1002 Riverside Ave . 
Spokane , WA 99201 
Tumwater Valley R Club 
4833 Tumwat er Valley Dr . 
Tumwater , WA 98501 
Center Court Sp orts 
16044 16th , S.W . 
Seattl e. WA 98166 

Wisconsin 
Bur li ngton A .C. 
217 N. Pine St. 
Bur lington . WI 53105 
Highlander Racquel Club 
138 25 Burleigh St. 
Brookfi eld, WI 53005 
Abbey Springs 
Sout h Shore Dr . Bo x 322 
Fontana-on-Lake Gen eva, WI 
Western Racquet Club 
2500 s. Ash land 
Green Bay . WI 54303 
The Co urt Club 
6514 Schroed er Rd . 
Madison , WI 53711 

Milwauk ee A.C. 
758 N. Broadway 
Milwauk ee , W I 53202 
Wi sconsin A .C. 
2930 N. 117th St. 
Wa uwatosa , WI 53222 
South Shor e Indoor Racquet Clu b 
4801 52nd St. 
Mi lwaukee, WI 53207 

Wyoming 
Jackson Hole Racquet Club 
P.O. Box 2214 
Jackson , WY 83001 

Canada 
Royal Glenora Club 
11160 River Valley Rd . 
Edmonton , Alberta 
Richmond Sq . & Raq . Center 
968 Berry Road 
Rich mond , B ri tish Columbia 
M.A.R.C . 
595 Hornby St. 
Vancouver , British Columbia 
Cote De Liesse 
Racquet Club , Inc . 
8305 Cote De L1esse 
St. Laurent, Queb ec 

Directo ry of Court Clubs 
We would appreciate hearing 
about any active 
handball/racquetball clubs not 
included in these listings. 



HEALTH DR. P. E. ALLSEN 

Racquetball Increases 
Cardiovascular Fitness 
Dr. P. E. Allsen is a professor of physical education at Brigham Young 
Univ ersity, Provo, Utah . 

One of the greatest killers of 
mankind is that of cardiovascular 
disease. Heart attacks are estimated 
to annually cost industry 
132,000 ,000 workdays. Th is figures 
out to be approximately four 
percent of the Gross National 
Produ ct each year . Heart attacks 
cause deaths of about one each 
minute , with more than 100,000 
men , most of whom are still 
productive , dying each year . 

Any activity th at might be useful in 
preventing this physical 
degeneration of the cardiovascular 
system would certainly be 
worthwhile . 

Activit ies that are des igned to attain 
good phys ical f itness of the 
cardiovascular system must be 
vigorous enough to develop the 
musculature and increase the 
efficiency of the heart and the 
lungs . Researc h indicates that in 
order to develop card iovascular 
endurance that the heart rate must 
be increased and mainta ined at a 
fairly high level for at leas t ten 
minutes . 

According to Dr . Kenneth Cooper , 
the author of Aerobics , exercise 
that will produce a sustained heart 
rate of 150 beats per minute or 
more tor at least five minutes will 
initiate the "training effect" 
stimulus for cardiovascular 
endurance. Some researchers even 
indicate that the heart rate doesn't 
even have to be this high , especially 
in older people , if the activity is 
carried on for a longer period of 
time and is continuous. 

Little in formation has been 
available in the literature 
concerning the contribution of 
racquetball toward physical fitness . 
One of the reasons for this is the 
difficulty in obtaining oxygen 
consumption data during actual 

sports part icipation . The norma l 
procedure is to collect expired 
gases during performance of a 
g iven activity and then analyze the 
gases fo r their oxygen and carbon 
dioxide content. This method is 
quite suitable for laboratory 
experiments but the physical 
restricting factors of the collecting 
equipment makes this next to 
impossible in an actual sports 
activity such as racquetball. 

Heart rate has been shown by 
numerous investigators to be 
closely related to metabolic rate 
and is a good indicator of the 
severity of a given activ ity. It is 
reasonable to assume that if heart 
rate cou ld be continuously 
monitored during exerci se that a 
valid indication of th e worth of the 
activ ity could be obta ined. 
Modern FM radiotelemetry has 
made it possible to collect data 
concern ing the instantaneous 
recording of heart rate patterns 
during sports participation. 
Telemetry removes the obstacle of 
cumbersome equipment as only 
two electrodes and a small 
transm itter, the size of a fifty-cent 
p iece, are needed to collect the 
subject 's heart rate. This equipment 
does not hinder the player while he 
partic ipat es . The electronic signal 
is then picked up by a telemetry 
receiver which can be ut iliz ed to 
transfer the heart rate to a tape 
recorder or onto a visual recorder 
known as a physiograph . 

By using this equipment, William 
Marchant of the Human 
Performance Lab at Brigham 
Young Univers ity conducted an 
experiment to investigate the effect 
of. thirty minutes of racquetball 
upon the heart rates of racquetball 
players . He used ten players that 
ranged in age from twenty-six to 
fifty years. The subjects were 

evaluated as being fairly competent 
in racquetbal l, but would not be 
classified any better than the 
average club player who 
participates in racquetba ll two or 
thre e times a week . Each of the 
subjects was tested to determine 
his rest ing and maximum heart rate, 
and was considered to be in 
adequate physical cond ition. 

Using telemetry equipment , a 
continuous trac ing of the heart 
rates fo r the subjects was made 
wh il e they participated in thirty 
minutes o f singles racquetball play. 
The contests were structured to the 
extent that a compet itive 
atmosphere was induced by g iving 
a reward of a milkshake to the 
winner of each match. Also there 
was an att empt to limit all 
unnecessary rest periods . Each of 
the ten subjects performed tw ice 
with Marchant serv ing as the 
opponent in each match. All of the 
contests were played in the same 
court and at specified hours of the 
day to prevent unnecessary 
influences on the heart rates due to 
meals and temperature. 

Marchant found when he ana lyzed 
the data, that the average heart rate 
for the sub jects when they were 
p laying racquetball for thirty 
minutes was 156 beats per minute. 
He concluded that singles 
partic ipat ion between singles 
players of like ability results in a 
sustained heart rate that will bring 
about increases in cardiovascular 
endurance if played on a regular 
basis. 

As a result of this experiment, one 
can utilize racq uetball as a means 
of improving his endurance level as 
well as engaging in an activity that 
provides fun and enjoyment. In our 
society there is a need for an 
activity to allow the sedentary 
person to relieve his stress and 
tension and improve his bodily 
functions, and racquetball certainly 
meets these requirements . 
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Steve Strandemo 

Racquetball Ranch at Steamboat 
Dates Four one-week sessions 
(1) July 18-24 
(2) July 25-Aug . 2 
(3) Aug. 3-9 
(4) Aug. 10-14 

Rates 
All sessions include six nights lodging, two 
cocktail parties, outdoor barbeque party , free 
condit ioning classes, and enrollment in 
handball and/ or racquetba ll program . 
• $305/person, single occupancy 
• $245/person, double occupancy 
• $225/person , triple occupancy 
• $345/family rate (6 maximum)-(one person 
in program) 

If you are a single party and wish to share 
accommodations, please make special note . 
Accommodat ion s-You will stay in fully equipped 
condominiums that will include complete 
cooking facilities, fireplace, and panoramic view. 

Family Activities 
Tennis programs-adults and children 
Swim Instruction-adults and ch ildren 
private • semi-private • 5-day clinics 

River rafting, trout fish ing, horseback riding, 
18-ho le championship golf course, gondola 
ride, bike rental, camping, barbeque party, 
village shopping, night life and fine restaurants, 
nursery and day care camp . 

The Programs 
Competition-tournament play • 15 hours 
instruction and play • Video tape analysis • 
Lectures • Films • Practice time • Court time 
with the pros 

FREE! In addition, each student will receive, as 
part of his tuition, a special des igned uniform 
including shirt & trunks as well as a Camp 
photograph. 

Steve Strandemo-1973 Canadian National 
Racquetball Champ ion; 4th in 1973-1974 NRC 
Pro-Tour; 1974 U.S. National Doubles Champion; 
1974 Canadian National Doubles Champion ; 
2nd ranked player on 1974-1975 NRC Pro-Tours . 

• *We reserve the right to substitute pros if necessary . 

For More Information Please Contact: 
Steve Strandemo Racquetball Ranch • Storm Meadows Athletic Club • Box 1566 • Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado 80477 • Phone: (303) 879-1036 



FEATURE 

Prize Money ■ ■ ■ 

All Time Men's N.R.C. 
Prize Money Earnings 

Rank Player Prize Money 
1. Charlie Brumfield, $13 ,200 

San Diego 
2. Steve Serot , 12,875 

San Diego 
3. Steve Keeley, 10,985 

San Diego 
4. Steve Strandemo, 8,010 

San Diego 
5. Bill Schmidtke, 3,615 

M inneapol is 
6. Marty Hogan, 2,890 

St. Louis 
7. Ron Rubenste in, 2,610 

Chicago 
8. Jerry Hi lecher, 2,520 

St. Louis 
9. Mike Zeitman, 2,425 

Memphis 
10. Richard Wagner , 2,240 

San Diego 
11 . Ron Strom , 2,030 

M inn eapolis 
12. Davey Bledsoe, 2,000 

Memphis 
13. Dan Alder , 1,530 

M ilwaukee 
14. Craig McCoy , 1,480 

Riverside , Cal. 
15. Charli e Dr ake , 1,195 

San Diego 
16. Bill Thurman , 415 

San Francisco 
17. Paul lkier, 360 

Minneapolis 
18. Ken Wong, 350 

St. Loui s 
19. Joe Ycaza , 330 

Atlanta 
20. Jeff Bowman, 300 

Chicago 
21. Bil l Dunn, 285 

San Francisco 
22. Dav e Charlson, 285 

San Diego 
23. Victor Niederhoffer, 250 

New York 
24. Randy Stafford, 200 

Memphis 
25. Gordon Ke ll y, 185 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Rank 

1. 
2. 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 
6. 
7. 
8 . 
9. 

10. 
11 . 
12. 
13. 
14. (tie) 

Rank 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4 
5. 
6 
7. 
8. 
9. 

Rank 

1. 
2. (tie) 

4 . 
5. 
6. (tie) 

1975-76 Men 's N.R.C. Prize Money Earnings 

Player 

Charlie Brumfield, San Diego 
Marty Hogan, St. Louis 
Steve Strandemo, San Diego 
Steve Keele y, San Diego 
Steve Serot , San Diego 
Dave Bledsoe, Memphis 
Craig McCoy , Riverside, Cal. 
Richard Wagner, San Diego 
Jerry Hilecher, St. Lou is 
Bill Schm idtke , Minneapolis 
M ike Zeitman , Memphis 
Jeff Bowman , Urbana, Ill. 
Ron Rubenstein, Chicago 
Ron Strom , M inne apolis 
Charlie Drake, San Diego 
Paul lkier, Minneapolis 
Jay Jones , Los Angeles 

Prize Money 

$4,500 
2,375 
2,050 
1,925 
1,875 
1,750 
1,000 

800 
500 
475 
425 
200 
175 
100 
100 
100 
100 

All Time Women's N.R.C. Prize Money Earnings 

Player 

Kat hy W il liams, Hazel Park, Mich . 
Peggy Steding, Odessa , Tex . 
Sue Carow, Glenview, Ill. 
Jan Campbell , San Diego 
Shannon Wright , Dallas 
Jan Past ernak, Houston 
Jane ll Marriott , Salt Lake City 
Jennifer Harding, Portland 
Betty Johnson, San Diego 

Prize Money 

$1 ,375 
850 
650 
400 
350 
300 
250 
125 
100 

1975-76 Women 's N.R.C . Prize Money Earnings 

Player 

Jan Campbell, San Diego 
Peggy Steding, Odessa , Tex. 
Shannon Wright, Dallas 
Kathy Wi lliams , Hazel Park, Mich. 
J anell Marriott, Salt Lake City 
Sue Carow, Glenview, Ill. 
Jan Pasternak, St. Louis 

Prize Mo ney 
$400 

350 
350 
300 
150 
50 
50 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
TOUR SITES AND DATES 

As the season's schedule gains full 
momentum , we race toward the final 
flurry of major tournaments. Each 
event holds more pressure and more 
intensity as every player attempts to 
peak his or her game for state, 
regional and finally, National 
Championship form. 

The pro tour by this reading will have 
reeled off Denver , Burlington , 
Tucson , Aurora and Milwaukee. 
Buffalo, the end of this month will 
soon be over , leaving only Peoria, 
Illinois for the Tournament of 
Champions and the Nationals in 
San Diego . 

On the amateur scene , the U.S.R.A. 
Regionals are ready to go in April 
(25-28) at our three locations, San 
Francisco, San Antonio and 
Burlington , Vermont. Fourth loca­
tion, Arlington Heights, Illinois, will 
host the central regional May 6-9 . 
Many states have al ready completed 
their state championships, and 

most others are in that process 
currently. As hard to believe as it may 
seem, we are actually heading 
down the home stretch . 
What a year it's already been! More 
excitement, more publicity , fu ller 
galleries , greater public acceptance , 
tremendous promotion. By far the 
'75-76 season has been the best ever, 
with hundr eds of thousands of new 
people be ing turned on to racquet­
ball. Th is season will undoubtedly 
be the one that we look back 
upon years hence and recal l , " in 
that season we turned the corner ." 

But ifs not over yet. The Tournament 
of Champ ions, April 29-May 2 is 
perhaps the most thri!ling event of 
the season. In the profess ional 
brackets only the top 12 men and top 
eight women will be eligible to 
compete. N.R.C. prize mon ey 
earnings will be the only criteria 
toward the player rankings . 

The suspense and competit ion for 

COURT TESTED 
LIGHTING 
LAYOUTS 

42 MARCH 

Approved Fluorescent 
And Mercury 
Handball Fixtures 
Designed, Engineered 
& Manufactured by 

MORRIS KURTZON, INC. 
1420 South Talman Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60608 
Telephone (312) 277-2121 

David Koch 
Hank Maday 

the last few spots is fantastic and as 
of th is writing only the top few spots 
are sewed up. Th ose players on the 
fringes of the top 12 or eight are 
putting every th ing they have into 
that o ne upset that will qualify them . 
And those just this side of the 12 or 
eigh t are beginning to look over 
their shoulder. It al l makes for 
intriguing tourname nt play . 

The Tournament of Champions will 
also host a substantial amateur 
tournamen t , with competition in 
Men 's A and B , and Women 's A 
and B. All this wil l take place at 
Courtside, a beaut ifu l n ine-court 
court club in Peor ia, Illinois . 

" We've just about sold out already ," 
said Courtside owner Mike Hart . 
" Our club members are going wild 
with anticipation ." 

The Reg ionals w ill follow and each 
host is readying for t he big event. 
For those players who w il l not make 
the Nationals , the Regionals are 
the ir Nationals. And remember, the 
U.S.R.A . Regionals are open to 
Amateurs only ,-those players who 
have accepted $200 or more in pr ize 
money over the last 12 calendar 
months are not elig ible . 

For further inform at ion and entry 
forms, players should wr ite or call 
the following clubs: West (Hawaii, 
Alaska, Oregon, Washington , 
California, Montana , Colorado, 
Wyoming, Utah , Idaho , Nevada , 
British Columbia , Alberta) 
Scheob er 's Handball / Racquetbal l 
Health Spa, 425 Eccles Ave ., South 
San Francisco , California 94080, 
(415) 873-8500 

South (Arizona , New Mexico, 
Texas, Oklahoma , Arkansas , 
Louisiana, Georgia , Florida , 
Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee): 
Racquetball and Handball Club of 
San Antonio, P.O. Box 32145 , 121 
N.W . Loop 410 , San Anton io, Texas 
78216, (512) 349-2781 . 
Central (North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, 
Iowa, Indiana, Michigan, Kentucky, 
Missouri , Ohio): 
Arlington He ights Court House 
106 E. College Dr., Arlington 
Heights, Illinois, 60004, (312) 
398-4656. 



COURTSIDE TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS 

N.R.C. PRO-AM TOUR 

PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

APRIL 29-MAY 2, 1976 

Site: Courtside , Peor ia, Illinois. 

Facilities: 9 regulation , indoor , 4-wall co urts . 

Dates : April 29-May 2, 1976 

Entry Fee: $15 per person in amateur events ; $20 per person in pro event. 

Sanction: By the U.S. Racquetball Associat ion and National Racquetball Club . 

Official Ball: In all amateur events : Seamco 558 (black) . In all professional events : Seamco 559 (green). 

Rules: U.S .R.A . and N.R.C. rules and regulations apply. No player having accepted $200 or more in prize 
money wi th in the past 12 months may enter amateur events . 

Awards: To f irst four places in amateur events . $8,000 prize money in Men's Pro Singles . $2,000 in 
Women 's Pro . 

Entry Deadline: In our possession by midnight, Thursday , Apri l 15, 1976. Prescribed fee must accompany 
entry form. Entries received after the deadline or without fee will not be accepted . 

Mail Entries: Gary Whitaker , Courtside, 2121 Altorfer, Peoria , Ill. 61614. Phone : 309-692-3344. 

Make Checks Payable To: Courtside 

Please enter me in: 
(one event only) 

D Men Pro Singles 
D Women Pro s·ingles 

0 Men Amateur A 
D Men Amateur B 

BOTH PROFESSIONAL EVENTS OPEN BY INVITATION ONLY. 

D Women Amateur A 
D Women Amateur B 

Name _ ____ _ _______ _ __ _ __ ______ _____ _ _ _____ _ 

Address __ ____ __ _ __ _____ ___ _ _ ___ _ _________ _ _ _ 

City ______ _ _______ _ _ State _________ _ Zip ________ _ 

Phone _ __ __ _ __ ___ _ _ ___ _ 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

East (North Carolina, Maine, South 
Carolina, New Hampshire, Virginia, 
Vermont, Delaware, New York, 
District of Columbia, Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New Jersey, 
Maryland, Connecticut.): The Court 
Club, 70 Farrell Rd. , South 
Burlington, Vermont 05401 , (802) 
862-4770 . 

After the Reg ionals the only thing 
remaining will be the superb 
National Championships, hosted 
this year by the sensational Atlas 
Health Club in San Diego . 
Unbelievable play, fantastic 
hospitality, great courts, and the 
ultimate in court club features will 
attract the largest and best 
gathering ever for a National 
Racquetball tournament. 

As of this writing , tickets are going 

fast for the Nat io nals, which will 
have competition in virtually all 
events except juniors . All seats for 
the two glass back-walled showcase 
courts (where all the pro mat ches 
will be played) are $100 per seat. 
Over 60 per cent of the seats were 
sold as of this writing, so if you're 
planning to play or attend, be sure to 
claim your ticket. 

For those of you who might get 
stuck, the N.R.C. is holding the last 
26 seats for the tournament and they 
are available from N.R.C. head ­
quarters. For reservations or 
further information, co ntact Joe 
Ardito at the N.R.C . 

And no matter which of the 
tournaments you decide to visit, 
whether as player , worker or 
spect ator , we hope that your tourn ey 
experience is as enjoyable as it 's 
been for us to spons or them . Good 
luck and thank you . 

Miami Out 
Buffalo In 
Due to circumstances beyond 
our control , the Miami Pro-Am 
Tournament , originally 
scheduled for Miami , Florida, 
has been changed to Buffalo , 
New York. It was absolutely 
impo ss ible for our host Miami 
club , which is under 
construct ion, to be ready for 
the tournament. 

We regret any inconvenience 
that the site change (dates 
remain the sa me) may have 
caused any player. We are 
thankful for the courtesy and 
co-operation shown us by 4 
Wall Courts , Inc ., our new host 
in Buffalo. Chuck Wurzer, the 
club 's manager was ready and 
able to step right in and fill the 
void. 

For further information and last 
minute ent ry forms contact 
Chuck Wurzer, 4 Wall Courts, 
Inc. , 580 Cayuga Rd ., Buffalo , 
NY 14225 , (716) 632-1894. 

1975-76 N.R.C.-U.S.R.A. Major Tournament Schedule 

Date Event Site City 

March 25-28 Buffalo Pro-Am 4 Wall Courts, Inc. Buffalo, New York 

April 22-25 U.S.R.A. West Regional Shoeber's Handball/ San Francisco, California 
Racquetball Health Spa 

U.S.R.A. Southwest Regional HB/RB Club San Antonio, Texas 

U.S.R.A. East Regional The Court Club S. Burlington, Vermont 

May 6-9 U.S.R.A. Mid-west Regional The Court Club Arlington Heights, Illinois 

April 29-May 2 Tournament of Champions Courtside Peoria, Illinois 

National Championships Atlas Health Club San Diego , California 
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U&Q!\-NQC 1976 PRO-AM 
RACQUETBALL 

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM AND/OR ATLAS HOTEL ROOM RESERVATION 

NAME AGE CLUB 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP 

NAME OF DOUBLES PARTNER AGE CLUB 

Please enter me in: 

D Amateur Open Singles D Women's Amatuer Singles 
D Pro Men's Singles D Open Doubles 
D Senior Singles (35 & over) D Men's Senior Doubles (35 & over) 
D Master Singles (45 & over) D Men's Master Doubles (45 & over) 

D Golden Master Doubles (55 & over) 
D Women's Doubles 
D Women's Pro Singles 

Each of the following Atlas Hotels have set aside a block of 150 rooms for participants and guests during the tournament 
Mission Valley Inn Room Rates (per day) Town & Country Hotel Room Rates (per day) 

Single 
Double 

S17.00 
S22.00 

Garden 
Single S22.00 
Double S27.00 

Add S4 00 for each additional person in lhe same room. 
A soi. city room tax v.111 be added as applicable to the above net rates 

Highrise 
S24.00 
$29.00 

Please reserve, and confirm by return mail, ( ) room(s) at The Mission Valley Inn ___ . Town & Country Hotel __ _ 
Enclosed one nights deposi._ ______ Arrival Date _____ Departure Date ___ _ 

If you canc el reserv ations at leas t 15 days prior to start of the tourn ament your deposit will be refunded. 

WAIVER : I hereby, for myself, my heirs, executors. and administrators, waive and release any and all rights and claims for damages I may have 
against the Atlas Health Club, the U.S. Racquetball Assn. or National Racquetball Club, their respective agents, or any facility used for this tournament, 
for any and all injuries which may be suffered by me in connection with my competition in said tournament. 

Signature _______________ _ Ph. ___ _ Partner's Signature ______ __ ____ Ph. ____ _ 

Please make room reservation or entry check (money order) payable to: Atlas Health Club . 
Mail Entry Form and/or Room Reservation to: Atlas Health Club, 901 Hotel Circle San Diego, CA 92138 
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Dear Mr. Leve, 

I want to take this time to thank you 
and congratulate you and the 
U.S.R .A. tor providing one of the 
greatest experiences my son, Roger 
Donner has had in his lifetime. 
Roger (age 13) wa s a participant in 
the 1st Annual Junior Racquetball 
Tournament in Orlando, Florida . 
This was his first time in a 
Tournament after tak ing up the 
game of racquetball tor his first 
year . As parents , who sent their 
young son over 3000 miles on h is 
own tor five days from Ca liforn ia to 
Florida, we can 't thank you and 
U.S .R.A. enough tor the care and 
attention he rece ived in Orlando . .. 
and besides that, he had a great 
time and met some good friends in 
the process . 

He is already back into practicing 
for next year and is more 
enthusiastic than ever about 
participating again. 

Please convey my apprecia t ion also 
to the sponsors of th is Junior 
Tournament for their unselfish 
contr ibution of time and money . 

Thanks, once again from us and my 
son , Roger . 

Jerome L. Donner 
Lom ita , Ca li fornia 90717 

PS ... enclosed is my renewal form 
tor membership /subscript ion for 
1976-78 . 

Dear Chuck and Joe : 

Thank you very much tor runn ing 
the National Juniors tournament . It 
was so tun and run so well . I hope to 
be at the next U.S.R.A. Nat ional 
Juniors. 

This tournament gave so much for 
so little . Disney World was so fun 
and it gave everyone a good chance 
to get to know everyone else . I met 
so many nice, young players and 
had a great time. 

It couldn 't have been better . Thanks 
so much. 

Hart Johnson 
Age 11 

St. Paul , MN 

Dear Sirs : 

I would like to sincerely thank the 
U.S.R .A. tor sponsorin g the 
Nationa l Juniors Tournament in 
Orlando , Florida. 

I would especially li ke to t hank 
Chuck Leve tor his hard wo rk and 
inter est in mak ing the National 
Jun iors a success . 

I really liked meet in g al l t he ot her 
kid s from arou nd th e co un try. They 
all were very fr iend ly . 

I'd al so l ike to t hank the U.S.R.A ., 
Frampton and Ch amp io n to r th e 
travel allowance. It really helped all 
the ki ds w ho prob ably wou ldn 't 
hav e bee n able to go. The 
allowance for brea kfast w as really 
nice , too . 

The to urn amen t itse lf was a very 
well run tournam ent. They stayed 
ahead of schedu le most of th e time 
and the peop le at the Y.M.C.A. were 
all nice and help fu l. The fa ci lities at 
the Howard Johnson 's Motel wer e 
ex cellent. 

Than ks aga in tor your help w ith the 
tournament, and I hope you do it 
again . 

Dear Mr. Leve: 

La rry Meye rs 
Age16 

Oceanside , CA 

I wou ld like to tha nk you tor the 
g reat tourn amen t in Or lando . I had 
a lot of tun and learned some good 
racquetball at the sa me t ime . The 
financial aid also helped me to be 
able to come down to the tourney . 

I hope we can have ano ther 
National Jun iors tournamen t in the 
future . Thanks again . · 

Dear Chuck: 

Brian Murray 
Age17 

Janesv i lle , WI 

I want to congratulate you and Mr. 
Ardito tor a superb job you did 
during the National Juniors 
Tournament. I couldn't believe how 
smooth it went , especially since it 



was held where there were only two 
courts . 

I know I enjoyed myself, and I'm 
sure everyone else did also. There 
was no way anybody could have 
had a bad time with all that was 
afforded to us. Once again, thanks 
for holding a super tournament. 

Give a special thanks, too , to Bi ll 
Dunsworth. 

Dear Editor : 

Jerry Kriegshauser 
Age18 

St. Louis , MO 

It looks like you 've done " it " again 
in call ing for a new tie-breaker rul e. 
Why can ' t you leave well enough 
alone? 

Probably because you ' re 
coryimitted to making racquetball 
the most exc iting , fun game on 
earth!! I've had m ixe d emotions 
about other proposed rule changes 
you have made , but I really feel this 
one is the best. 

I heart i ly applaud your idea of tie­
breaker and recommend the 
necessary ru les change to put it 
into effect. 

CBS-TV Sports : 

Jim Pruitt 
Allentown , PA 

I was d issappoi nted to learn that 
CBS has dec ided against airing a 30 
minute tape of Racquetball 's 
National Championships . Your 
dec ision is undoubtably based 
upon potential audience appeal. An 
audience of two or three million 
racquetball players will evidently 
not justify a 30 minute segment. 
Believe with us for a moment that 
your marketing department has 
erred . 

We must consider the potential 
tenn is audience that will be 
attracted to yet another racquet 
sport. After all, the similarity 
between tennis and racquetball is 
much the same as the relationship 
between Bonanza and Gunsmoke 
or All in the Family and The 
Jeffersons or how about Police 

Story and Police Woman . One thing 
does lead to the other. 

Throughout the country Racquet 
Clubs contain both tennis and 
racquetball courts. We have already 
established ourselves within the 
tennis psyche. The transition has 
been made easy for tennis buffs . No 
one wants or needs to watch King 
vs. Evert simultaneously on two or 
three networks . Var iety creates 
interest while familiarity breeds 
boredom. Save us from this 
season's King vs. Evert matches, 
promote racquetba ll. 

Kenneth Cess 

NBC-TV Sports: 

After reading about the plight of the 
United States Racquetball 
Assoc iation in attempting to 
negotiate with your network for TV 
time, I find it imperative to voice my 
op inion. 

Racquetball is an excitingly fast and 
a highly competitive sport . The pros 
in the Las Vegas Tournament have 
displayed "undescribable" skill 
during these matches . After viewing 
some of the "garbage" including 
re-runs on your network, watch ing 
a skillfully executed racquetball 
match between pros would be a 
" refreshing" change . 

Lastly, the skill s and stam ina 
displayed in this fast game could 
well be compared to or even exceed 
the excitement st imulated from 
tennis, pro football , hockey, or any 
other sport presently being shown 
on TV. 

Give it a chance-you may be more 
than surprised at the results. 

ABC-TV Sports: 

Patr ick F. lwick 
Morton Grove, IL 

In keeping with the ABC sports 
tradition of televising all phases of 
the sports world as evidenced by 
your WIDE WORLD OF SPORTS 
program , I feel you should consider 
the explosive sport of racquetball. 
Much like tennis, golf and bowling 

-racquetball is a game played by 
men and women of all ages and 
abilities, and is enjoyed by more 
and more people every year. It is my 
understanding that the U.S. 
Racquetball Association has 
professional filmed high l ights of 
last year's national finals in Las 
Vegas, and I know that amateur 
racquetballers everywhere would 
really enjoy seeing the best in the 
country. Please consider add ing 
this growing sport to your 
diversified sports programm in g. 

Michael P. Bram let 

Dear Chuck : 

An unusual circumstance has come 
to my attention worthy of note for 
yourself . It has to do with 
" avoidance." 

I am delighted with the fact that the 
aspect of avoidance has been duly 
noted in nationa l tournaments, and 
referees have been encouraged to 
put aside their biases and their 
fears and boldly move in and ca ll 
avoidance hinde rs where they ex ist. 
This ac ti on as we all know will help 
move the games of rac quetball and 
handball forward out of the dark 
ages where the wrestlers 
dominated, and now perhaps the 
players w ill have their chance . 
There may be a possible exception. 
Let us call it "t he backlash" if you 
will. We must be careful that we do 
not al low avoidance happy referees 
miscall avoidance and be lured to 
avoidance calls by players who 
craftily move so that their 
opponents have diff iculty getting 
out of the way . I'll explain. 

If a ball hits the front wall and is 
travel ing directly to the back wall by 
my opponent and I take my first step 
to one side before moving into 
position, I am causing my opponent 
to move in a direction that is not in a 
direct line out of my way . By doing 
this I can eas ily force an avoidance 
call because I have forced my 
opponent into a pos it ion where he 
cannot move out of the way. 
Avoidance calls have to be watched 
very closely, and if the person who 
is playing the next shot does not 
move in a direct line for the shot, 
then an avoidance cannot be called 
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because that person is forcing the 
issue . It is much like the "suck in " 
penalty that offensive football 
linemen cause to defensive linemen 
and we have to be careful of this 
aspect of our refereeing so that we 
do not allow sharp shooters , as it 
were, to suck other players into 
unreal avo idance calls. Please let 
me hear from you on this, Chuck ; 
it 's a very very important aspect of 
the game and I think it affects 
racquetball and handball as well. 

Ph i lip Sm ith 
St. Loui s, MO 

(Much progress has been made in 
the interpretation and 
implementation of the avoidabl e 
hinder rule in professional and top 
level amateur play . We agree that 
referees should not go overbo ard in 
this situat ion , however we also feel 
that it is better that a few too many 
avoidable hinders be called than 
not enough, - ed .) 

Dear Editor : 

Recently I watched the Granit e C ity 
Racquetball Tournament whi c h was 
held in St. Cloud, Minnesota. In this 
tourney I saw the way in which the 
tie-breaker (third game) was used . I 
really thought going to 11 instead of 
21 had many advantages . It kept the 
tournament on schedule , for one 
and it helped the players for another. 
Having to play as many games as 
some had to , they didn't tir e as fast , 
only having to play to 11. 

Even though the players didn't have 
to go to 21, the spectator's interest 
was still captured. 
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Ted Johnson 
St. Cloud , Minn. 

Dear Chuck 

This letter is a combination query 
and comment letter . First the query. 
I'd like to submit to you , if poss ib le, 
an article on racquetball from my 
perspective as a military man . I've 
done nineteen years in the Navy . In 
the last year or so , I've been 
transformed into a bonaf ide 
racquetball freak. We have a local 
Navy sponsored tournament 
coming up soon . It occurred to me 
it might be interesting to you r 
readers to get a look at racquetball 
Navy style as wel l as get some grass 
roo ts input. Assum ing tha t I place in 
the local tournament , I' ll then go to 
Cherry Po int , N.C. for the At lant ic 
Fleet tournament . 

I'd also like to comment on your 
proposal to limit the third game of a 
match to 11 points . The idea is 
good , but bas s ackwards in my very 
humble op inion. Let' s look at it this 
way ; two games to eleven have 
been played , each person winning 
one . Looming ahead , game # 3. 
Each person is st ill fre sh , and if I 
know raquetball p layers , each 
confident that he has h is man 
figur ed out for th e third game . Wit h 
a 21 point game to anticipate , each 
man can afford to be bold and let 
out all the stops . The tournam e nts 
w i l1 be much faster , and all the 
drama of a full 21 po int game for the 
match with each man at h is best w i ll 
ensure superior raquetb all for the 
spectators . I really think the other 
way would be anti-clim atic. Other 
than th at, I don 't think the rules 
should be changed. Everything is 
great, especially th e second serve. 

Finally, how about some info on 
getting raquets re-strung . I like 
Leach Swingers but I've broken th e 
strings in two raquets . Can it be 
done at home? If so , how? 

Let me close by saying that I really 
love the game and will always be a 
ard ent supporte r. 

Louis E. Haskin s 
Green Cove Springs , Fla . 

Dear Chuck , 

Th is past weekend we conducted 
ou r Sixth Ann ual Woodson YMCA 
Open Tourn ament , d ue to eff orts of 
a lot of membe rs it wa s very 
successful again . However , the 
reason I am w rit i ng is to info rm you 
and your read ers of on e o f th e 
high lights of our tou rnamen t. 

On th e Thur sd ay even ing prior to 
the tourn ament Bi l l Sc hmidtke gave 
a racquetb al l cli nic fo r our 
membership . Bi l l and his par tner , 
Mi ke Weum , d id an o uts tand ing job , 
showing a slide f ilm and expla ining 
many var ious aspects of 
racquetbal l. 

Our member s, many of wh ich are at 
the beg inn ers level , cam e away with 
new en thus iasm and knowledge of 
the game . 

With the s incer ity , en thu si asm and 
knowledge tha t Bi l l and Mike 
conduct the cli ni c it can d o noth ing 
but incre ase our numbe r of 
members and do much for the 
image of racq uetba ll. 

I sincerely be lieve your me mbe rsh ip 
can benefit w i th the knowledge th at 
th is cl i nic is avai lable to th em . 

Jerry Ho ff 
Wausa u, WI 
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Badger State Doubl es finalists (I. tor .) Tom and Joe Wirkus , 2nd , Jack Str ommen and Ron 
Strom , 1st. 

Wisconsin 
You may th ink you 're pr epared to 
arrange most tournament 
bracketing , but the Third Annual 
Badger Stat e Open Singles field 
would put most veteran bracketers 
to shame . 

There were no less than 40 Class A 
participants in a very formidable 
field of Mid-Western enthusiasts led 
by the likes of Bill Schm idtke , Dan 
Alder , Ron Strom, Joe Wirkus and 
many other fine players , too 
numerous to mention . The big tr ick 

was arranging this fine f ield with 
only eig ht byes . That should provide 
some food for thought for most 
anyone . 

Strom, of St. C loud , M inn. was the 
eventual champ tak ing the f inal 
match in three exc iting games with 
Wirkus, the Wisconsin champ io n, 
14-21 , 21-17, and 21-13. Schmidtke 
was defeated in the sem i-finals by 
Strom and Alder was defeated in the 
semi 's by Wirkus. Ken Frank took the 

'· 

co nsolation finals defeat ing Tom 
Duke 15-21 , 21-16, and 21-8. 

In the open doub les, 20 teams took 
to the competi ti on wi th the same 
fam il iar names popping o ut on top , 
as Strom and Jac k Strommen 
defeated Wirkus and brother Tom 
10-21 , 21-11 and 21-11. Cra ig Corah 
and Tom Keyes snuck away w ith the 
consolation championship. 

The masters bracketing was less 
involved (15 entran ts), but the 
compet it ion was by no means less 
f ierce with Jerry Hoff , Wausau , 
u ltima tely def eat ing Fran k Low , 
Decorah, Iowa 21-11 and 21-14. 
Marl in Greenberg , Minneapolis took 
the Mas ters consolat ion trophy. 
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The dust finally settled late Sunday 
afternoon, November 16, 1975 , with 
happy hours, good food, good 
prizes , excellent competition and 
newly made friends still fresh in the 
memory of all part icipants of the 
Third Annual Badger State Open 
Racquetball Tournament , Eau 
Claire , Wisconsin . 

L.A. 
West L.A. Open 

The Center Court s, Los Angeles · 
newest racquetball club , sponsored 
the 1975 West L.A. Open, drawing 
some 200 players. 

The feature attraction during th e 
four day tournament was the 
Speci al Pro Round Robin bracket. 
Over 100 spectators watched 
through the glass -backed 
tournament courts or on the 
mezzanine level as Charlie 
Brumf ie ld , Jay Jones , Richard 
Wagner and Craig McCoy squared 
off against each other . Rumor 
circulated that Brumfield " lets up " 
in local Southern California 
tournaments and. therefore , is qui te 
"s usceptible " to the upset. Charlie 
dispatched this rumor and his 
fellow rivals with obvious relish and 
a perfect game record of 6-0 . 
Wagner was 3-3, Jones was 3-3 , and 
McCoy was 2-4. 

A special Womens Open Round 
Robin was held with Kathy Schrillo 
defeating Kathy Gardner , Donna 
Noguchi and Pat Spencer for the 
top honors . 

In the A Div ision , Al Portune 
defeated Richard Carson 21-18 , 21-
5 in the semi-finals, while Mark 
Morrow defeated Roger Ehren 21-
15 , 21-16 . Portune went on to win 
21-6, 16-21 , 21-13 in one of the 
better matches in the tournament. 

The B Division was won by Dr. Joel 
Scheinbaum over Mike Lindholm 
19-21, 21-8, 21-14 . Joel defeated 
Stuart Bloom 21-6, 21-16 in the 
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semi-finals and Mike defeated Pete 
Maccarrone 21-20, 17-21, 21-6. 

In the C Division , 13-ye ar-old 
Beaver W ickam lost in the semi­
finals to James Kasw ick 21-19, 21-
19. Jim Schanhals won this class by 
beating Jerry Ledbettos in the semi­
finals 21-11, 21-7 and Kaswick 21-
20, 21-19 in the finals . 

Sue Strom me r ran away with the 
women 's novice class defeat ing 
Denise Eller 21-14, 21-4 in the semi­
finals, and Sharon Flegal 21-12, 21-
13 in the finals . 

In the men 's nov ice, it was Pete 
Cook making a strong showing over 
Jeff Coy le 21-17, 21-7 in the semi­
f inals , and 21-5 , 21-14 over Rob 
Boriskin in the finals . 

Doubles were played only in the 
Men 's C Clas s. Sixtee n teams 
competed fo r top honors in this 
event. The finals saw Bruc e Radford 
and his uncle , Allan Radford , lose 
the first game 19-21 to John Morr is 
and Mike Sargent. From then on the 
outcome was never in doubt as the 
Radfords swept through the 
remaining games 21-15, 21-2. 

California 

Manhattan Beach 

The 2nd annual " Turk ey Shoot " 
racquetball tourn ame nt , held at the 
Manhattan Beach Atheletic Club, 
Cal., November 20th thru the 23rd, 
exemplified that racquetball is ever 
growing in popularity , with nearly 
300 entrants in the 12 catagories , 
including a special prize money 
award for open singles . 

Tournament coordinato r Al Gracia 
kept the tourney mov ing right on 
time, and possibly recording the 
b iggest upset in the h is tory of 
racquetball . Number one seed 
Charlie Brumf ield , after getting a 
bye his f i rst match , was ma tched up 
with fi rst-t ime open player Roger 
Ehren, f rom La M ira da , Cal. It only 
took two games for Roger to defeat 
Cha r lie, 21-12 , 21-14 . 

" Roger played lucky , he 's not that 
caliber of player ," Char lie sa id . " It's 
the biggest upset I've ever seen ". 

Ehren went on to lose to Bill Dunn 
in the sem i-f inals , 21-14, 21- 18. 

Schweitzer Wholesale Sporting Goods, Inc. 
413 Woodfield Road 

West Hempstead , L .I., N.Y. 11552 
516/483-4961 516/483-2845 

RACQUETBALL SUPER SOCK-88% ORLON Acryl ic , 12% Stretch­
able Nylon-Red and Blue Stripes on White-S ize 10-13 . 

3 prs.-for $ 6.50 
6 prs.-for $11.00 

12 prs.-for $18 .00 

Ladies Porn Porn Snea ke r Sox-s ize 8-11-wh ite or assorted color 
porns-Orlon & nylon , 12 prs.-$12.00 

Bob Wolf Pro All Sports Sneaker-$11 .00/pa ir 

DOUBLE KNIT GYM SHORTS WITH SLIT-$4 .00 ea. 

White cotton gym short w /slit & red trim -$2.5 0 

Now-sleeveless T-shirt-white-
yours for $1.00 with purchase of $25.00 
Regular price-pkg. of 2-$5.00-S , M. L , XL 

Your check will include sales tax & postage 
we have special pr ices for " Y " s, schools, clubs, & colleges. 



Steve Kee ley defeated Craig McCoy 
to meet Dunn in the finals. The first 
game was bou ncin g back and forth 
for 15 m inutes, till Keeley started 
rol ling them out. Dunn's game 
slow ly d issolved while Keeley was 
killing everyth ing he could get his 
racquet on. 

" / had no danger the first game ." 
Keeley said ." / had good 
concentration. " 

The seco nd game Dunn started out 
st rong and Keeley 's concentration 
seemed to slack . With Dunn 
leading, Keeley changed his game 
plan." / started shooti ng drives 
instead of kills ." The strategy 
worked, and Kee ley came back to 
wi n 21-18. McCoy beat Ehren for 
th ird. With check in hand and a grin 
on his face, Kee ley commented, " I t 
was an excellent t ournament. I had 
a good tim e". 

• JACUZZI WHIRLPOOL 
• SAUNA & STEAM ROOMS 
•LOCKERS 
• POOL & GAME TABLES 
• UNIVERSAL GYM MACHINES 
• PLATFORM TENNIS COURTS 
• RACQUET BALL & SQUASH 

COURTS 
• PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 
• EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 
• COURT SURFACES 

In the A doub les Bru mfie ld came 
back, teamed with Dunn, to capture 
the 1st p lace troph y , defeating 
Jones and McCoy. Rich Wagner 
and Scott Gayner placed third . 

In the A singles , Jim Pool conceded 
to Mike Alderso n after pulling a 
ligament in his left leg. It was a hard 
fought match, and a tough one for 
Jim to lose. 

Don Gray nipped Wally Burgess for 
the B singles tit le in a three game, 
rough and tumble match that took 
nearly two hours to complete. Gray 
won the match in the last game 21-
20. Randy Staffo rd de feated Bobby 
Bible for third. Keeley felt Bible 
should have an award for making it 
to the semi 's in four events, and sti ll 
finding time to preach the word of 
God. 

An upset in the B doubles found 
Bobby Ram irez and Fred Luera 

ONE 
RELIABLE 
SOURCE 

TO ALL 
ALL.YOUR 

RE(',REATlONAl. 
• ULTRAVIOLET " SUN TANNING" AND 

WJBHOUSE 
NEEDS 

ROOMS 
• CONSULTATION 
• PLANNING & DESIGN 
•SALES 
• INSTALLATION 
•SERVICE 

UNIVERSAL RECREATION & FITNESS 
CONSULTANTS 
a Division of Olympic Sporls Products Inc 
5885 NW 151 St Miami Lakes 
Florida 33014 • 1-800-327-3690 

UNIVERSAL 
Recreation.& Fitness 

_ Consultants 

t rou ncing fir st seed Stewa rt Blo o m 
and Al She lby 21-7, 21-13. Rick 
Desaracho and Jer ry Dozal tu rned 
on to def eat the team of Poole and 
Lan t ry for third. 

Jerry Northwood tr o unced Ron 
Botch am for the Seniors tit le, with 
Jim Moore p lacing third. 

A hard fought match ended with Bil l 
Gibson and Bill Armstrong on the 
wi nning side as Joe Co rso and Herb 
Wong took sec ond in th e Masters 
do ubles . 

The Master singles went to Harvey 
Clair by just nipping Ear le Castle, in 
a long, grueling match . 

An excellent match in C sing le 
ended with Kevin Monroe over Will 
Jordan . Bennet Rogers pulled up 
thir d . 

The team of Carl Crown and Vin ce 
White just edged M ike Leiber and 
Don Epstein in the C doub les play. It 
was a long match with the last game 
ending 21-20. Wally Rosal! and 
Sanf or d captured thi rd . 

There were two women 's divisions, 
with the ladies playing hard and 
well, putting on a great show of 
competitive spirit and athletic 
abi lity . In the Wom ens Open, Linda 
Siam met w ith Donna Noguchi in a 
hard h itting three game match that 
went to Siam, 21-7, 4-21, 21-16 . 
Caroline Morris p laced third. 

T he Women's Novi ce displayed 
many up and com ing racq uetba ll 
players. Debbie Radf ord handily 
defea ted Ali son Hill fo r the title . 

Tournament direc to rs Gio 
Castronov o and Earle Castle did a 
fine j ob of keep ing with the 
t rad iti o n o f Manhatt an Beach 
Athl etic Club by running a flawless, 
en joy ab le to u rna men t. Ear le fe lt "It 
was a very g oo d tourna m ent. The 
club is dedicate d to racquetb all o f 
today an d the futur e" . This is well 
exem p li fied by t he pla ns fo r th e 
const ructi on to tw o champions hi p 
g lass co urts , and a comp lete 
w o men 's facili ty . The y hope to have 
it co mple ted by the ir next 
tournament to be held the last week 
of June . Should be an exce llen t 
tournamen t. See you there . 
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Minnesota 
Kings Court, Edina, Minn. 

Class C Women 
C. Fredrickson def. V. Mclane ; M. Render 
Def. A . Russell; A. Stock def. J . Carver ; S. 
McGlauchlin def. J . Latterall ; P. Varner def. 
M . Landy ; N. Schatzle def. M. Spitzmueller . 
Quarter Finals-M . Render def. Fredrickson ; 
Stock def . Cummings ; McGlauchlin def. 
Martin ; Schatz le def . Varner ; Semi-Finals­
Render def. Stock ; McGlauchl in def. 
Schatzle ; Finals-McGlauchlin def. Render ; 
Consolation Winner-Spitzmueller . 

Class B Women 
J . Schuldt def. B Kauffman ; C. McBeath def. 
L. Grossman ; L. Jacobson def. M . Bohn ; S. 
Walling def . A. Grosch; Semi's-McBeath 
def. Schuldt ; Jacobson def. Walling ; Finals 
-Jacobson def. McBeath. Consolation 
Winner - Bohn. 

Class A Women 
K. Fraser de f. J . Wi lson ; J . McNee de f. K. 
Fraser : N. Smylie def M. Adam ; J . Mahoney 
def. M . Wendorf: N. Harrer def. J . Moore ; 
Semi's-McNee def. Smylie : Mahoney def. 
Harrer ; Finals-Mahoney def. McNee ; 
Consolation Winner-Adam. 

Class C Men 
G . Bohn de f. R. Camp ; T. Ha lpern def. D. 
Mulnix : J . Berger def. A. Rubens; M. 
Goodman def. B. Weiss: D. Withers def. B. 
Matson ; D. Cumm ings def. M. Feiler ; G. 
Camp def. P. Lund ; G. Martin def. P. 
McMorrow; B. Varner def. T . Halpern ; M . 
Goodman def J Berger ; D. Withers def J . 

Free Rule Books, 
Draw Sheets and 

Scorecards 
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Ford: D. Cummings def. S. Erda I; D. Hoff def. 
G. Camp : Quarters-Martin def. Bohn : 
Varner def. Cunliffe ; Goodman def. Withers ; 
Hoff def. Cummings ; Semi's-Varner def. 
Martin: Goodman def. Hoff ; Finals-Varner 
def. Goodman ; Consolation Winner-Fe i ler 
d ef. Mulnix . 

Class B Men 
C. Armstrong def . D. Endy : J . Taylor def. G. 
Wall ing ; S. Stinski def. B. Farrell ; L. 
Vercombe de f. B. He id brink ; T. Jacobson 
def. P. Siebert ; D. Duff def. B. Stone ; P. Page 
def. N. Greengard ; M. Robertson def. H. 
W i ll egalle ; L. Gold def. G. Gre er; G. Kalb e rer 
def. B. Grossman : D. Zab insk i def. J . Smyl ie ; 
B. Heeb def. P. Wendorf ; D. Carv er def. F. 
Bjork ; D. Will iamson def. R. Rend er; Second 
Round - D. Mill er def. Ar ms tr on g ; J. Taylo r 
d ef. Stinsk 1; Jacobson def. LaVer combe ; 
Page de f. Duff ; Robert son def. Gold ; 
Zab 1nsk1 def. Kalberer ; Heeb de f. Carver ; 
Williamson def. D. Barto s. Quarters - Taylor 
def . Mi ller : Page def. Jacob son ; Robert son 
def. Zabin ski ; Heeb def. Wil liam son ; Semi 's 
- Page def. Taylor ; Robert son d ef. Heeb ; 
Finals - Page de f. Rob ertson , Consolation 
Winner-Grossman def. Heid brink. 

Class A Men 
B. Adam Jr . def. G. Jorg enson ; J . 
Sp itzmue ller de f. G. Dun ston , D. Herstad de f. 
J . Mahoney : M . Synder def. G. Sladky ; B . 
Adam def. J. Will iams : J . Peckham def. R. 
VanDoeren : T. Keyes def. P. Glan v ille ; 
Quarters-Adam Jr . de f. Spitzmueller ; 
Snyder de f. Herstad ; Adam def. D. Johnson ; 
T. Keyes de f. J. Peckahm ; Semi's-Ad am Jr . 
def. Synder ; Adam de f. Keyes : Finals-Adam 
Jr . def. Adam: Consolation Winner-G . 
Sladky def. R. VanDoeren . 

Illinois 
Ill. Novice 

Men Quarter-finals: Dern de f. Halperin 21 -7, 
21-6 ; Sp1ckle mir e def. M iller 19-21 , 21 -1 8 , 21-
1 0 ; Friedlander def. Hewe rd ine 21-0 , 21-3 ; 
Hobday de f. Thom as 2 1-4, 21-5. Semi-finals : 
Dern def. Sp1c klem ire 21 "13 , 21-8 ; Hobd ay 
de l Fr iedland er 21 -15 , 21 -12 . Finals : 
Dern def. Hobday 21 -16 , 21-7. Third 
Place: Fr iedland er def. Spi ck lem ire 21-1 4 , 
21-11 . 

Women Quarter-finals : Dic k def. Skouan er ; 
And ers on def. Gudbrand sen 21-1 8 , 21- 17 ; 
Bigg s de f. A lbre cht 21-8 , 21-15 ; Edelstein 
de f. Sull i 9-21 , 21 -13 , 21 -15 . Semi-finals: 
Dick de f. And erson 21 -15 , 13-21 , 21-18 ; 
Bigg s def. Edl estein 21-5 , 21-17 . Finals: 
Biggs def. Dick 21-11 , 21 -1. Third 
Place: Anderson de f. Edelste in (forfeit ). 

Juniors Quarter-finals: Frenc h d ef. P. Factor 
21-5 , 21- 11: Weine r def. Sm it h 21 -4 , 21-7 ; 
Br eck en ridg e de f. Bo rst 21-2, 21-2 ; Falbo 
de f. B. Fact or 21-20 , 21-19. Semi-finals: 
We iner def. French 21- 2 , 21-7 : Brec kenridge 
def. Falbo 21 -2, 21-12. Finals: Wei ner de f. 
Breck enr idge 21-10 , 21-8 . Third Place: 
French def. Falbo 21-2 0 , 15-21, 21 -15 . 

The U.S. Racquetball Association will donate to any sanctioned 
tournament this season rule books, draw sheets and scorecards. 
That's right, will donate these articles, - free of charge to tourna­
ment hosts. 

Just fill out the coupon below and we ' ll get in touch with you to 
make sure your tournament has enough of these materials. 

Name ___ __ _ ____ _ __ _____ __ _ _ __ _ __ _ 

Address __ ___ _ __ _ __________ ___ __ _ 

City __ _ _ ____ _ _ State _ __ ___ Zip _ _ __ _ _ 

Telephone 



TOURNAMENT RESULTS Surprise finalist McCoy unleashes his powerful backhand against Brumfield in the 
championship match . 

Tues 

Charlie Brumf ield, prov ing that 
lightning does not str ike twice , 
came from the tough number f ive 
seed to regain the top spot among 
racquetball's profess ionals with a 
convincing victory in the Tucson 
Pro-Am. 

En route to his win, the outspoken 
San Diegan topped two old 
nemeses , Steve Strandemo in the 
quarter-finals and Marty Hogan in 
the semi's. It was the 17-year-old 
Hogan who had stunned the 
racquetball world by defeating 
Brumfield in the New Eng land Pro­
Am earl ier this season . 

The championship round win came 
over Brumfield 's protege and 
doubles partner, Craig McCoy, an 
18-year-old youngster from 
Riverside , California. McCoy 
accumu lated some impressive 
credentials during the week, 
ousting such notables as Bill 
Schmidtke (11 and six), Steve 
Keeley ( 12 and 18) and ti nal ly Davey 
Bledsoe in the semi-finals 17-21, 21-
18, 21-16. 

But in all honesty there was only 
one match of this tournament, one 
match that everybody was waiting 
for. The re-battle of Hogan and 
Brumfield. Amid taunting, boasting, 
and other psychological warfare , 
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plus publicity like " Grudge Match 
Set in Semi 's", both Hogan , the 
tournament's top seed and 
Brumfield , "t he peoples 
champion", knew it would be a real 
tussle. 

In a great match, including a 
resound ing fi rst game, Brumfield 
eliminated the cocky Hogan 21-20 , 
21-12 . 

There's no way I'll ever lose to 
Hogan again ," said Brumfield after 
his win. " He's too slow and can't go 
the distance ." 

The second story of the tournament 
was McCoy, who could turn into a 
serious factor on the N.R.C.­
Seamco-Leach pro tour . Shooting 
incredibly well both forehand and 
backhand, McCoy tore apart all 
opponents until the semif inals . His 
21-11, 21-6 victory over Schmidtke 
was pure poetry and his convincing 
win over Keeley extremely 
impressive. 

The finals, however, was all 
Brumfield. Flashing signs of his 
tremendous ability, he coasted 
through the entire match, running 
up an amazing 15-1 first game 
advantage against McCoy before 
waltzing in with a 21-9 win. 

Game two was like watching game 
one , as Brumfield grabbed an early 

lead , held the edge and then bolted 
to a 19-11 margin. As McCoy crept 
back, Brumfield began struggling 
to find the touch again, and did just 
in time for a21-19 win. 

" I wasn 't mean enough ," he said 
later. 

The semi-finals of the bottom 
bracket matched Bledsoe, another 
fast-rising shooter, against the red­
hot McCoy . In a match that was all 
blood and guts, McCoy finally 
outlasted Davey, who was not able 
to shake off the effects of a collision 
with the back wall. 

In his quarter-final match against 
Steve Serot, Bledsoe again had to 
gut it out, although Serot was 
hobbled by torn ligaments in his 
foot. But when the match was on 
the line it was the lithe Memphian 
21-20 in the third . 

The fourth quarter-final match was 
also marred somewhat by injury as 
Strandemo, playing his best ball in 
some time, captured the first game 
against Brumfield 21-10. But a 

' pulled back muscle in the second 
game severely hampered Steve 's 
mobility and Charlie had little 
trouble subduing the gutsy 
Strandemo 21-16, 21-13 in the next 
two games . 
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Pro Results, Men (First Round): Jay Jones , 
Los Angeles def. Denn is Olson. Tucson 21-7, 
21-17; Jeff Bowman , Ch icago def. Lloyd 
Sm ith, Tucson 21-14 , 21-12; Howard 
Diamond, Tucson def . Charlie Drake , San 
Diego 6-4, injury default ; Dave Bledsoe, 
Memphis def. David Matthews, San Diego 21-
6, 21-5; Craig McCoy, Riverside, Cal. def. 
Eddie Southard, Tucson 21-6, 21-6 ; Steve 
Chase, Mesa def. Fred Lewerenz , Detroit 21-
11, 21-18 . 

(Second Round): Marty Hogan , St. Louis def . 
Jones 21-11, 21-11 ; Mike Zeilman, Memphis 
def . Richard Wagner, San Diego 8-21 , 21-18 , 
21-11; Charles Brumfield, San Diego def. Bi ll 
Hildebrand , Phoen ix 21-5, 21-6 ; Steve 
Strandemo, San Diego def. Bowman 21-8, 
21-8 ; Steve Serot . San Diego def. Diamond 
21-4, 21-4; Bledsoe def. Jerry Hilecher, St. 
Louis 21-20 , 21-11; McCoy def . Bi ll 
Schmidtke, Minneapolis 21-11, 21-6 ; Steve 
Keeley , San Diego def. Chase 21-17 , 21-5 . 

(Quarter-flnals): Hogan def. Zeilman 21-20, 
21-12 : Brumfield def. Strande mo 10-21, 21-
16, 21-13; Bledsoe def. Serot 21-6, 13-21, 21-
20; McCoy def. Keeley 21-12 , 21-18 . 

(Semi-Finals): Brumfield def. Hogan 21-20, 
21-12 ; McCoy def . Bledsoe 17-21, 21-18, 
21-16 . 

{Championship): Brumfield def. McCoy 21-9, 
21-19. 
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Hogan (I.) and Brumf ield have differ ing 
viewpoints with the referee 's call In the ir 
semi -final mat ch . 

Tough quarter -final round ma tch finds Str and emo about to k ill the 
ball in the right corner against Brum fi eld . 

Off to the ra ces: Bl edsoe track ing down a 
pa ss shot in the semi-f inals . 

• 

----------,--• • I 
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Bearded Steve Chase goes to the cei ll ng In 
the men's Amateur finals . In the forecourt ls 
eventual winner, Bill Hildebrand. 
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Good lad ies semi-final action finds Williams 
properly taking a ball off the back wall 
against Steding . 

All photos of the Tucson Pro-Am 
by Jan Thiessan. 

Another champ regained the 
number one position in Tucson.­
Peggy Sted ing. Making her first 
major tournament appearance 
since her upset loss to Jane ll 
Marr iott in Denver , Sted ing was the 
c lass of the tournament , besting 
San Diego's Jan Campbe l l in the 
finals 21-15, 21-9. 

Campbell, who had knocked off top 
seed Marriott in the upper bracket 
semi-final, never got her game 
going against Steding. Peggy kept 
her constantly off balance, 
constantly retrieving and constant ly 
los ing rallies. 

Peggy was even tougher on Kathy 
Will iams who couldn't get 21 points 
in two games in the bottom bracket 
sem i-final, 21-10, 21-8. 

" She's just too tough, " said Kathy . 
"It's like being in another world 
playing Peggy ." 

Two good matches in the quarter­
final round found Campbell 
needing three to top Sue Carow 21-
14, 20-21 , 21-9, proving to Carow 
that she can play w ith the top gals; 
and Williams' 8-21 , 21-12 , 21-12 
victory over Salt Lake 's Ruth 
Knudsen . 

Phoenix ' Bill Hildebrand captured 
the men's amateur title, topping 
Mesa's Steve Chase 14-21, 21-17, 
21-5 for the victory. Each had an 

Smiling Peggy Steding (c .) accepts con­
gratulations from runner-up Jan Campbell, 
plus her winning check from N.R.C. National 
Commissioner, Joe Ard it o. 

Pro Results, Women (First Round): Donna 
Noguchi , Hunt ington Beach , Cal. def . Orva 
Lewis, Tucs on 21-5, 21-10; Jean Sauser, 
Northbrook, Ill. def. Dena Rassenti, Tucson 
21-8, 21-10 . 

(Quarter-finals) : Jan ell Marr iott , Salt Lake 
City def. Noguchi 21-6, 21-8; Jan Campbell , 
San Diego def. Sue Carow, Glenview , Ill . 21-
14, 20-21, 21-9 ; Kathy Willi ams , Hazel Park , 
Mich. def. Ruth Knudsen, Salt Lake City 8-2 1, 
21-12, 21-12; Peggy Steding , Odessa, Tex. 
de f. Sauser21-1, 21-13. 

(Semi-finals): Campbe ll def. Marr io tt 12-21 , 
21-18 , 21-11 ; Sted ing de f. Wil liams 21-10 , 
21-8. 

(Championship): Steding def. Campbell 21-
15, 21-9 . • 

easy semi-f ina l win, Chase nine and 
12 over San Diego's Len Baldori 
and Hildebrand a seven and 12 win 
over Tucson's Dennis Olson . 
Baldori took third 21-20, 15-21, 21-
17. 

Donna Noguch i won the women 's 
amateur event defeat ing Orva 
Lewis, Tucson in the finals 21-17 , 
21-9 , while Dena Rassenti captured 
third place 18-21 , 21-9 , 21-18 . 

Great thanks to the Tucson Athletic 
Club and host Carl Porter for so 
gracious ly host ing the event. 
Woody Woodman , Gene Decker , 
Jan Th iessan and all the many 
others who did so much, we thank 
you ... Nothankstothe 
weatherman who provided cold 
and/or rainy weather much of the 
week . . .. Dr . Fred Lewerenz should 
be commended for the concern and 
help he gave Dave Bledsoe after his 
injury, which proved not to be 
serious . 
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Aurora 

TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
Typical action from a typi cal Brumfield­
Serot semi finds the quarters tight in 
center court . This time it's Serot putting 
" el blocko " on Brum . 
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The Brum has done it all. 

As of this date there is no better 
racquetball player in the world.­
the main man is Charlie Brumfield . 
" The People 's Champion ," as he 
likes to be called, will tell you the 
same thing ,-he is number one . But 
every month he has to prove it 
again, in one -on -one combat 
against h is fellow professionals. At 
the Aurora Pro-Am , make no 
mistake about it ,-Charlie 
Brumfi e ld was number one . 

Reach ing a plateau where his two 
closest pursuer s together can ' t 
match his pr ize money (see 
page ), Brumfield has once again 
outclassed the rest of the 
racq uetbal I field. 

In Aurora he did it with grace , 
flamboyance, controversy, good 
will , public relations , and even a few 
kill shots. 

And through it all, nothing came 
easy for Brumf ie ld . He worked in 
the quarters , taking B i ll Schm idtke 
18and 18. He worked in the semi's 
besting Steve Serot 17-21, 21-1 , 21-
16 . And he worked in the finals 
topping Dave Bledsoe 19 and 11. 

" If it (the finals) would .have gone 
three, Bledsoe would have won the 
match ," he said matter-of-factly . 
"So I had to push to win the first 
game ." 

The victory , was a surprise of sorts 
to Brumfield, who said he feared 
playing on Aurora 's three walls of 
glass . But if the transparent walls 
bothered Brum, it didn't make an 
impression on the scorecard . 

"My game relies on control and the 
ability to outmaneuver my 
opponent," he explained. "If I can't 
see the ball, I certainly can't hit it 
where I want. I don't have the power 
to just blast away like some of the 
other players ." 

But Brumfield beat two power 
players in Bledsoe and Serot, 
proving for the umpteenth time that 

Wagner, despite this kill sho t, was not able 
to top Bledsoe ,n th e semi-finals. Dave 's 
shooting and over-al/ exper ience was too 
much for the San Diego youngster . 



Photo by Ron Lindner 

Schmidtke (r.) showing a vastly 
improved game , complet e with kill 

shots, here makes a fme get against 
Brumfield in the quarters . Former national 

champ succumbed m two tough ones, 
2 1-18, 21-18 

physical ability plus mental abi lity 
beats just physical ability almost 
every time. 

Charlie's most exciting match was 
his semi -fina l encounter with Serot. 
The 19-year-old southpaw came out 
smoking, connecting on virtually 
every shot. When the score reached 
16-3 in favor of the stalking 
ex-St. Louisian , Brumfie ld knew it 
was time to change the momentum 
and pace of the game . He did it by 
challeng ing referee Chuck Leve , 
the N.R.C.'s National Director . 

Claiming he would have inj ured 
Serot had he taken a certain shot, 
Brumfield held his swing and 
requested a hi nder . Leve refused to 
hono r the hinder and amid threats 
of " I refuse to play under these 
conditio ns ," Charl ie kept the 
argument go ing. When informed by 
the referee that he didn ' t have to 
pl ay if he d idn 't want to , Brumfield 
called a time out. 

The ruckus was enough to 
acc omplish its goal ,- that of 
break ing Serot's concentration . 
And although Charlie was not ab le 
to qu ite take the first game, he 
came back to 17-20 , and rode that 
momentum to a stunning 21-1 
second game w in. A big th i rd game 
lead followed by a stunted 
comeback attempt by Serot sewed 
up the match for Brumfield . 

There were many surprises in the 
Aurora tournament , but none could 
have been bigger than Richard 
Wagner, the likeable 19-year -old 
from San Diego , reac h ing the semi­
finals. The late withdrawal by 
second seed Craig McCoy, afforded 
Wagner a slightly im proved draw , 
enough to help his cause . 

" I need some luck ," Wagner said 
prior to the tournament. " I'm 
playi ng well, but I still need a 
break ." It came o n the new pairings. 

Although st i ll playing with some 
youthful inconsistency , Wagner 
showed mo re good than bad in 
topping Jerry Hi lecher 21-10, 16-21 , 
21-7 in the round of 16, and then 
shocking Marty Hogan , th e un­
favorite of t he gall ery 21-20 , 21-12 in 
a terrifically exciting match. An 
especially thrilling come back by 
Wagner from 18-20 to take game 
one, w as tho rou g hly enjoyed by the 
fans. 

Ancient Ron Rubenstein, 
compet ing for the first time this 
season, took the wind out of the 
middle of the bottom bracket by 
defeat ing popu lar Steve Keeley 12-
21, 21-8, 21-15. 

" I thought he couldn 't go three 
games," said Keeley . 

But the game Rubenste in couldn 't 
make it two upsets in a row, a feat 
that would have bordered on the 
incredib le since both matches were 
in one day . As it was, Ruby gave a 
stellar performance before bow ing 
to Bledsoe in the quarters 21-8, 20-
21 , 21-14 . 

Serot's quarter-final match was 
against Steve Strandemo , and after 
giv ing each other one of the first 
two games (21-7 to Serot , then 21-8 
to Strandemo) the two San Dieg ans 
got down to some top notch 
racquetba ll. In a game that was far 
closer than the score indicated , 
Serot prevai led 21-14 in the th ird. 

The Men 's Amateur A bracket drew 
a round of 64 and top seed Bill 
Gottlie b , the original Radiation 
Man, took his third U.S.R .A. 
Amateur title in a year . His 
championship match w in was over 
U.S.R.A. Nat ional Jun io rs champ 
Ben Koltun, the flashy 17-year-old 
from St. Louis . Scoreswere21 -13, 
21-1 5 in a well-played match . Terry 
Fancher, now a teaching pro with 
the Court House Court Club in 
Skokie, Illinois , captured third place 
fro m anot her cour t club teaching 
pro , G il Schmitt of Sky Har bor Cour t 
Clu b in Northbrook, Ill ino is. 

The Men 's B championship was 
captured by Scha umburg, Il linois' 
Clyde Senters, who topped another 
Schaum burger Don Shepson 21-19. 
21-15. 
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NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT . .. 
We can't sign off without a special 
note of thanks to Jim Stotz , the 
physical director of the Aurora 
Y .M .C.A., whose organ iza tion, hard 
work , exceptional staff , and general 
co -operation made this tournament 
the most successful to date . .. Tim 
Rusch , executive director of the Y, 
logged many an hour ref ereeing 
and performing other needed 
duties ... Bi ll Feigen, Bob Keen an, 
Benn Eilert and John Gothard rate 
special mention for all of their help 
in flooring and refereeing .. . 
excellent attendance for three 
straight days, including full houses 
for Saturday 's semi 's, meaning 350 
or more spectators .. . Brumfield 
gave it the good p .r. with a live 
television appearance at the local 
CBS outlet , WBBM-TV in Ch icago, 
barbing with sportscaster Johnny 
Morris , former Chicago Bears 
standout ... f i rst tournament of the 
year for Vic Niederhoffer was a 
rough one as he succumbed to St. 
Louis's Rudi Losche in the first 
round. Vic, gracious as ever, simply 
commented, "he was too good, 
today, very good . .. " good press 
from Len Ziehm and Bob Langer of 
the Chicago Sun-Times ... Steve 
Keeley, although disappointing on 
the court put together a deal with 
DBI Books , Inc., a Chicago area 
publishing house, for Steve's 
forthcoming book . 
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Bled soe reve rses direction to cove r a nght side 
pass by su rprise quarter-fi nalist Rub enstein. 
In his first pro start of the season , Chicagoan 
Rub y upset Steve Keeley In 16's. 

Wagner , the big surprise of the tourname nt , 
here follows through with a backhand 
dr i ve in his dramat ic w,n over Hogan. 

Concentration and desire did ,t. 

Big crowds for the quarters watched four 
excellent matches includ ing Serot (fore­
gr ou nd) eliminating St randemo. This match 
was the highlight of the round . 



Pro Resul ts, Men (First Round) : Charles 
Brumfield, San Diego def. Don Webb , 
Urbana, Ill. 21-2, 21-3 ; Joe Wi rkus , 
Milwaukee def . Charles Drake, San Diego 21-
14, 21-6; Bi ll Schmidtke, Wayza ta, Minn . def. 
John Lynch , Champaign, Il l. 21-17, 21-15; 
Mike Zeilman , Memph is def. Mark H1udt, 
Cincinnati 18-21, 21-6 , 21-16 ; Steve Sero!, 
San Diego def. Charlie Rish, Urbana, Il l. 21-2, 
21-7; Ron Strom, M in neapo lis def. Cha rl ie 
Garfinke l, Buffa lo 21-8 , 15-21, 21-4 ; Pau l 
lkier, Minneapolis def. Ken Wong , St. Louis 
(default); Steve Strandemo, San Diego def. 
John Kruger , Burlington , Vt. 21-7, 21-13 ; 
Dave Bledsoe , Memph is def. Tom Carpente r, 
Warren, Mich . 21-11, 21-17 ; Rudi Losche , St. 
Louis def. Victor Niederhoffer , New York 21-
14, 21-5; Ron Rubenstein , Chicago def. Rob 
Abrams, Cincinnati 21-1 , 21-5 ; Steve Keeley , 
San Diego def. Gil Schmitt , Northbrook , Il l. 
21-3, 21-9; Jerry Hi lecher , St. Louis def. Mike 
Weum, Minneapo lis 21-5, 21-12; Richard 
Wagner, San Diego def. Jerry Zuckerman , St. 
Louis 21-5, 17-21 , 21-18 ; Jeff Bowm an, 
Urbana, Ill. def. Dan Alder, Milwaukee 21-12, 
21-18; Marty Hogan , St. Loui s d ef . Fred 
Lewerenz, Detro it 21-6, 21-18. 

(Second Round) : Brumfield def. Wirkus 21-9, 
21-13; Schmidtke def. Zeilman 21-10 , 21-19 ; 
Serot def. Strom, 21-12 , 21-8 ; St randemo def . 
lk1er 21-5, 21-9; Bledsoe def. Losche 21-17, 
16-21, 21-5; Rubenstein def. Kee ley 12-21, 
21-8, 21-15; Wagner def. Hileche r 21-10, 16-
21, 21-7; Hogan def. Bowman 21-8, 21-8 . 

(Quarter-fina ls): Brumfield def. Schmidtke 
21-18, 21-18; Serot def. Strandemo 21-7, 8-
21, 21-14; Bledsoe def. Rubenstein 21-8, 20-
21, 21-14; Wagner def. Hogan 21-20, 21-12 . 

(Semi-finals) : Brumfie ld def. Serot 17-21, 21-
1, 21-16; Bledsoe def. Wagne r21-16 , 21-10 . 
(Championship): Brumf ield def. Bl edsoe 21-
l9 , 21-11. 

Specia l tournament guest Al Mackie (2nd from 
left), president of Seamco Sporting Goods, 
presents winner's check to Brumfield, as 
N.R.C. president Bob Kendler awards runner­
up amount to Bledsoe. 
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Tournament dir ector J im Stotz (c .) p rese nt s 
the first place trophy in the Men's Amateur A 
bracket to 811/ Gottli eb. Others pictured are 
(/. to r :) Terry Fancher , 3rd. Ben Ko/tun , 2nd , 

and Gil Schmi tt , 4th . 

Outstanding televis io n coverage was a 
highlight o f Aurora . Here N.R.C. National 

Directo r Chuck Leve (r.) goes ove r fin al 
detai ls with (r. to I.) Keeley, Brumf ield, Joe 

Ard ito and two CBS cameramen. 

The ladies pro bracket featured 
number two seed Kath y W illiams 
aga inst top seed Jan Campbell in 
the finals. Williams , who had been 
playing devastating racquetball the 
en tire tournament j ust kept ri ght on 
hitt ing her shots, desp ite a nagg ing 
and weaken in g ca se of the flu . 

" I don ·t know what I've got, " she 
sa id, " but I wish I had it every 
tournament ." Poor Kathy was so 
sick she requeste d a bucket be 
placed out side th e court door, " in 
case I have to make a quick exit . " 

Th ere were so m e quick exits, but 
only by her oppon en ts , as Cam ille 
McCarthy exited with four and six, 
Sue Carow exited w it h a 
d isappointing nine and two , an d 
fi nally Campbell took her turn, 
exit ing w ith 18 and seven. 

"I' d feel bad i f I didn 't play well, " 
said Campbell , " but Kathy was just 
super . She didn ' t miss a shot all 
day. " 

Campbell's tough est win en route 
to the finals was her sem i-final 
vic tory over St. Lou is' Jan Pasternak 
21-19, 21-18. Both wins were come­
bac ks , from 18-9 . in gam e one and 
16-8 in the second . 
" I sti ll n eed more work ," sai d 
Pasternak . " My shots are coming 
around, but I need work on my 
stamina ." 



All photos of the Aurora tournament 
are by Arthur Shay, unless noted. 

Action from the women's fina ls finds Jan 
Campbell following thr ough on a forehand 
kill attempt as eventual winn er Kathy 
W1//1ams moves in to cover . 

Pro Results Women (First Round): Donna 
Rombauer , Columbus . OH def. Sa rah Houle, 
Chi cago 31-10; Vickie Kimbe r. Champaign , Ill. 
de f. Ph 1lyus Firlus , Rock Island , Ill. 31-9 ; Cindy 
Lear , Keokuk , la. def. Lera Chitwood , Oak 
Park, Ill. 31-7 , Susan Kleinman , Chicago def. 
Ad e Crabtree (default) ; Lo is Dowd , Winnetka , 
Ill. def. Cam eron Dick , River Forest , Ill. 31-19, 
Lynn Johnson , Rock Island , Ill. def. Susan 
Halsey, Tro y, Mich 31-23 ; Irene Ackerman , 
Southfi e ld , Mich . def. Nor een Voncky , Mt. 
Pro spect. Ill. 31-5 ; Holly Parker, Chicago def. 
Den ise Daun , Schaumburg , Ill. 31-3 . 

(Second round) : Jan Campbell , San Diego 
d ef. Margot Miller, Calumet City , Ill . 21-0. 21-4 : 
Rombauer def. Judy Huhta . Mt. Clemens. 
Mic h. 21- 8. 21-11, Bev Franks , Northbrook . Ill. 
def. Kimber 21-5, 21-1 : Barb Tennesson, Elk 
River, Minn . def. Mary Plauche , Evanston , Ill. 
21-5, 21-16; Jean Sauser, Northbrook , Ill. def. 
Patti Pattyn , Mt. Clemens , Mich . 21-1, 21-2 : 
Pat Schm,dt , M ilwaukee def . Lear21-11 , 21-2 : 
Elli e Karlin , Glenview , Ill. def. Teresa 
Gnewu ch , Oregon , W is. 21-2, 21-18 : Jan 
Pasternak, St. Louis def. Kleinman 21-5 , 21-6 ; 
Su e Carow . Glenview, 111. def. Barb Baker . 
Qu incy , Ill. 21-0 , 21-2 : Pat Kr ise. Ypsilanti , 

Mich . def. Dowd 21-6, 21-3 : Gerri Stoffregen , 
Cincinnati de f. Carol Stewart, Ypsilanti, M ic h. 
21-11, 21-6 : Ev Dill in, Elk River, Minn . def. Pat 
Kornguth , Columbus. OH 21-3 , 2 1-7: Camille 
McCarthy, Ind 1anapo lis def . Johnson 21-3, 
21-1. Judy Thompson, Davenport, la. def. 
Ackerman 21-4, 21-7 : Goldie Hogan , St. Lou is 
def. Parker 21-18 , 21-1 ; Kathy Will iams , Hazel 
Park, Mich . de f. Kns Biggs , Rockford, Ill. 
21-11, 21-12. 

(Th ird Round): Campbe ll def. Rombauer 21-2 , 
21-3 : Tennesson def. Franks 21-19, 21-13 : 
Sause r def. Schmidt 21-10 , 21-14 ; Pasternak 
def. Karlin 21-4. 21-9 : Carow def. Kr ise 21-3 , 
21-11: Stoffregen def. Dillin 21-13, 21-9 : 
McCarthy def. Thompson 13-21, 21-8 , 21-4 : 
Williams def. Hogan 21-4 , 21-6 . 

(Quarter-finals): Campbell def. Tennesson 
21-6 , 21-1 O; Pasternak def. Sauser 17-21, 21-9, 
21-17 ; Carow def. Stoffr egen 21-8 , 21-6 ; 
Williams def. McCarthy 21-4 , 21-6 . 

(Semi-finals) : Campbell def. Pasternak 21-19, 
21-8 : Williams def. Carow 2 1-9, 21-2 . 

(Championship): Williams def. Campbell 
21-18 , 21-7 . 
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TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

All photos of the National Juniors 
tournament are by Scott Davidson 
age 15, Oceanside , California . 

Everybody Wins 
National Juniors 
Sunny Orlando, Florida in the 
middle of winter. A fun-filled and 
exciting trip to Disney World for a 
group of 75 boys and girls ages 10-
18. Hotel rooms, all breakfasts and 
dinners,-paid for. Transportation 
allowances averaged one-third of 
the round trip fare . New friendships 
emerged as player met player from 
as far north and west as Vancouver , 
British Columbia and San Diego , to 
as far South and east as Miami, 
Florida and Laurel, Maryland . 
This was the National Juniors . 
Racquetball at its finest,-perhaps 
not on the court, but certainly in the 
camaraderie and lessons that five 
days provided for the wide-eyed 
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entrants . And the skills exhibited 
were tremendous . 

But the Juniors was so much more . 
It was D. B. Frampton and his court 
building f i rm getting the ball rolling 
with an initial donation . That 
followed w ith Champ ion Glove , 
through Ken Konkol and Lee Nylen 
match ing the Frampton amount, 
when the entries turned out to be 
triple what was anticipated . 

It was Bob Kendi er, U.S.R.A. 
president deciding to use 100 per 
cent these funds for the juniors , and 
add a couple of thousand of his 
own dollars, when the sponsorship 
fell a bit short . 

The overwhelm ing beauty of Disney World , 
coupled wit h the exci tement of the National 
Juniors Champ ionships, made the week of 
Dec ember 26-30 a most thrilling event . 

It was the Orlando Y.M .C.A. with Bill 
Dunsworth , physical director 
supreme, and his great staff, who 
did everyth ing possible to make the 
stay for all 75 a real treat. Bill gave 
up his time, money and a vacation 
to do everything including driving 
the bus to Disney World and m ixi ng 
the Gatorade . 

Joe Ardito , U.S.R .A. National 
Commissioner and Chuck Leve, the 
National Director found themselves 
floor managing, referee ing , bed­
checking and chaperoning . 

" I have been to every major 
racquetball tournament possible in 
the last five years ," said Leve. "And 
I never enjoyed a tournament more 



Bob Adam gets ready to shoot a set -up against Ben Ko/tun during the finals of the 18 and 
Under bracket . It was a dramat ic , we/I -pl ayed championship match . 

than this one . The atmosphere wa s 
friendship and fun first, and 
racquetball second ." 

Oh, and ,by the way. Ben Koltun, 17, 
won the 18-and-u nder bracket of 
play, topping Bob Adam, Jr ., 18. 
Koltun , another up-and-coming St . 
Louisian, dropped game one 21-20, 
but then came back to take the 
lanky Minneapolis native in games 
two and three 21-19, 21-19 . 

In the 15-and-under group it was 
Larry Fox, 15-years-old from 
Cincinnati, besting another 15-year­
older, St. Louis' David Kinberg 21-
10, 14-21, 21-20. 

• 

Beaver Wickham, 14, took third 
place over Larry Nitishin, 15 in the 
15-and-under 13-21, 21-18, 21-16, 
while Lindsay Myers, 16, captured 
third in the 18-and-under over John 
Moshides , 18, 21-7, 21-8 . 

" Within a year or two the National 
Juniors is going to be the biggest 
tournament of the year ," said 
Ard ito . " There is no limit to what 
can be done . And it will be a 
pleasure doing it. " 

Action in the third place 18-and-under match 
finds Lindsay Myers moving in to cover John 
Moshides· backhand kill attempt. 
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The 15 and Under hardwar e winners pose 
with Bill Dunsworth (2nd from/ .) and Chuck 
Leve (far r.). They are(/ . tor.) Beaver 
Wick ha m , Larry Fox, David Kinberg. 
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18 & Under Results : (First Round) Mur ray, 
Ja nesvi lle, WI def. Becker, Wheelin g, WV 
13-21, 21-17, 21-13; Meyers, Oceanside , CA 
de f. Broderson , Louisville 15-21, 21-12, 21-16; 
Fox, Ci ncinn at i de f. Cadwallader , St. Lou is 
(forf eit) ; Fo ley, Columbia, MD def. Raby , Tuc ­
son , AZ 21-1, 21-12; Gregory , Omaha def. 
Sm ith , Sterling , IL (fo rfeit) ; Zucke rma n , St. 
Lou is def. Essa , Gre ensb oro, NC 21-9 , 21-6. 

(Second Round): Ko lt un, St. Louis def. Bo la n. 
Tempe, AZ 21-3, 21-20 ; Stone , Highland Pa rk, 
IL de f. Sher, Sou thfie ld , M l 21-17, 21-17; 
Richardson, Livo n ia , Ml def. Murray 21-16, 
11-21, 21-15; Meye rs def. San ders Peo ria, IL 
21-3, 21-7; Fox def. M. Bu ck ley, Or land Park, IL 
21-13, 21-7 ; Ka rp, Houston def. Johnson , 
Laur el , MD 18-21, 21-19, 21-8; Hodg es, 
Shreveport . LA def. Scheyer, Chicago 21-15, 
21-14; Moshides , Niagara Falls , NY d ef. Nord, 
Jacksonvill e, FL 21-1, 21-1; Myers, Vancouver , 
B.C. def. Kre ighauser, St. Louis 21-1, 21-1: 
Su Iii , Elmhur st , IL def. Outlan , Memphi s 21-2, 
21-3 ; Wirkus , Fond du Lac , WI def . Yellen , 
Southfield , Ml 18-21, 21-19, 21-11; Fo ley def. P. 
Buc k ley , Orland Park , IL 16-21, 21-19, 21-9 ; 
Kwartler , Houston def. Gregory 21-11, 21-18, 
Zuckerma n def. St . Clair, San Diego 21-4, 21-6 ; 
Van Trease , Findlay , OH def . Garcia , Barstow, 
CA 21-12, 21-3; Ada m , Edina , MN de f. Lunn , 
Great Falls , MT 21-5. 21-8. 

(Third Round) : Koltun def. Stone 21-1, 21-18 ; 
Meyers def. Richardso n 19-21, 21-12. 21-15; 
Fox de f. Karp 21-12. 21-16 ; Moshides def. 
Hod ges 21-13, 21-16; My ers def. Sull i 21-12, 
21-6 ; Wirkus def. Fole y 20-21, 21-8, 21-20 ; 
Kwartler def. Zuckerman 21-14, 21-13; Adam 
d ef. Van Trease 21-9 . 21-2. 

(Quarter-finals) : Koltun def. Meyers 21-18, 
21-18; Mo sh ides d ef. Fox 21-8, 21-10 ; My ers 
def. Wirkus 21-13, 21-5; Adam def. Kwa rtl er 
21-3. 21-19. 

(Semi -finals): Koltun def. Moshides 21-19, 
21-12; Ada m def. My ers 21-8, 21-18. 

(Th ird Place) : Myers def . Mosh ides 21-7, 21-8 . 

(Championship): Koltun def. Ad am 20-21 , 
21-19, 21-19. 

(15 & Under Results' (First Round) Weisman , 
St. Loui s def. Morri s. Miami Lakes, FL 21-13, 

21-11; Schaeffer , Winona , MN def. Croft , 
Shrevep o rt , LA 21-13, 21-11; Davidson , 
Oc eanside , CA def. C. LeBlanc, Lafayette , LA 
21-1, 21-0 ; Nitish in, Houston def . Clar , North­
b rook , IL 21-3, 21-7; Nolan , Tempe , AZ de f. 
Kle rman . St. Lo uis 21-10, 21-4. 

(Second round ) : Ma low itz , Houston def. 
Ett inger , Jacksonv ille, FL 21-3 . 21-2 ; 
Come aux , Lafayette , LA de f. E. Clar , 
No rthbrook, IL 21-6 , 21-3 ; Almerico , Nor co, 
LA de f. Wei sman 21-4 , 21-7 ; Fox , Cinc innati 
def. Schae ffe r 21-6 , 21-6 ; Davidson de f. 
Cohen . St. LOUIS 21-3, 21-4 ; Abbott, Gr eat 
Falls . MT def. Johnson, St. Paul 21-11 , 21-15; 
Ni t1sh in def . Brasing ton , Gai nesville , FL 21-5, 
21-12; 

Yellen , Southf ield , Ml d ef. Allen, Lafayette, 
LA 21-4, 21-7 ; Wickham , Oc eanside , CA def. 
Peck, Mi lwaukee 21-3 , 21-2 ; W. Le Blanc, 
Lafayette , LA def. Ma rcus, Miam i 21-5, 21-8 ; 
Schorr , Columb ia MD de f. B. Clar , 
Northbrook , IL 21-1 , 21-0 ; No lan def. 
Richardson , Livonia, Ml 21-12, 13-21, 21-11 ; 
Ph illippy , Clear w ate r, FL def. Davies , 
Cupertino , CA 21-4, 21-14 ; Doeh r, Livo nia, Ml 
d ef. Lerille, Lafayette , LA 21-4, 21-10 ; Weiser, 
Houston def. How e. Sarasota . FL 21-19 , 21-
13; Kinberg , St. Louis , def Don ner , Lomita , 
CA21- 2, 21-1. 

(Third Round): Malowitz def. Comeaux 21-3, 
21-1 0 ; Fox de f. A lmerico 21-10, 21-1 0 ; 
Dav idson def. Abbott 21-10, 21-19; Nit 1sh in 
def. Yellen 17-21 , 21- 17, 21-1 4 ; Wi ckham def. 
W . Le Blanc 21-0, 21-2 ; Nol an def. Schorr 21-
6 , 21-9 ; Phillippy def. Doeh r 21-13 , 21-6; 
Kin berg def. We iser 21-2, 21-0. 

(Quarter-finals): Fox def. Ma lowitz 21-19 , 21-
9 , N1tishin def. David son 21-4, 21-19 ; 
Wickh am def. Nolan 21-5, 21-5 ; Kinberg def. 
Ph ill ippy 21-10, 21-7. 

(Semi -finals) : Fox def. Ni tishin 21-12, 21-12; 
Kinberg def. Wickham 15-21, 21-6, 21-5. 

(Third Place): Wickham def. Nitishin 13-21, 
21-16, 21-16 . 

(Championship): Fox def. Kinbe rg 21-10 , 14-
21, 21-20 . 
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kind, 
He does more 

than inhabit. He lives. 
Because he knows. 

He smokes for pleasure. 
He gets it from the blend 

of Turkish and Domestic 
tobaccos in Camel Filters. 

Do you? 

Turkish and 
Domestic Blend f l l 

lit l ' ,- --- -- --- -- --. I Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 




