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RACQUETBALL .. a g reat game that deserves 

nothing short of COURT PERFECTION! 

• Shown opposite is a magni­
fied se ctional view of pane l 
showing multi-layered fabrica­
tion. Wnll panel thickne ss is 
1-3/16'" - Door s and ceiling 
7 /16" . Pan el dimen sions nr e 
4' x 4' and 4 ' x 8' . 

Long befor e Racquetball gained popularity, 
D. B. Frampton & Company started its program of 
Research and development in Recreational Court Con ­
struction. During the following years and after many 
field tests , the FRAMPTON "62-P" PANEL COURT 
took its initial bow . Because of the enthusiastic accept ­
ance and national approval of this product, we firmly 
believe it to be the finest available anywhere in the 
industry. 

Individuals in our Recreation Division, working 
closely with the Research Division of U . S. Gypsum 
Company, developed the specifications for the 

• • 

FRAMPTON "62-P" Panel­
designed for use in Hand ­
ball, Squash, Racquetball 

and Paddl eba ll . Th ese panels ... 
inco rpora te dimensional stability, 
precision. resistance to wa rping, 
abrasion and staining. 

To ass ur e definite a lignm ent 
for all panels , we have deve lope d 

the plastic spin e that is imp ervio us to moisture condi­
tions ... anoth er plus featur e in construction which we 
have adopted as standard practice. Whether court con­
s tru c tion is planned Direct to Masonry, Furred or Fre e 
Standing , no other court installation offers the practica­
bility and many advantages incorporated in our "62-P" 
design and material. 

We offer clients and architects a full range of light­
ing , air movement , humidity and temperature control 
data upon request . 

* 
• Our in se rt is now appearing in Swe et' s 1974 Cata­
log . If you wish more comp le te in forma t ion on the 
"62-P" Panel Court , send for our indi v idual brochure 
with more facts and figures . 

33 SOUTH JAMES ROAD • COLUMBUS, OHIO 43213 • PHONE 614-239 -9944 
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''HAPPINESS IS A FLAT ROLLOUT!'' 

C) . If indeed, " HAPPINESS IS A FLAT ROLLOUT" then " PERFECTION" 

-~---~, is the new mode l 13126 SPORTCRAFT ALUM INUM 
J/ · ,~ ~ RACQUET. Just look at how beautifu l it is! Besides everything 

® ~-.f f marring or wall bind. See it, and the rest of our complete 
\_, •·~ line, at your Authorized Sportcraft Dealer . 

.f/ ,, ,., ~• else, it has replaceable head covers. Hence, no 

GENERAL SPORTCRAFT CO., LTD., BERGENFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07621 lllt-'.i1 
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PAGE 7 It Never Was Easy 
But Charli e Brumfield bests a high-class f ield to win the 
National Invitation Sing les championship . 

PAGE 15 Nipping 'em in the Bud 
Dr. Bud Muehleisen and Myron Roder ick score a sweep 
in the Nation al Invitat ion Senior Doubles . 

PAGE 18 Three Ways to Go 
Tournament bracket i ng can be styled to su it the needs 
of your players. Here's how t9 do it. 

PAGE 19 A New Masters Tandem 
Dr . Bi ll Sell ars teams w ith Jo e Zelson to capt ure the 
Nation al Inv itat ion Master s Doubles . 

PAGE 23 Inside Racquetball 
This month 's instructional article covers fundam entals of 
grips and strokes , by the book . 

PAGE 26 The Only Eyes You've Got 
A new insi ght to the impor ta nc e of eye prot ect ion by a 
noted cl i nic al ophthalmologist. 

IR A Boa rd of D irectors 
Pre side nt-D eWitt M . Shy , M emphi s . N at iona l Comm iss ione r- K en 

P or co , Lo u is vill e . N a t iona l R ules Commi ss ioner- Dr . Bud M u ehJeise n , Sa n 
D ieg o. N at ional Coordin at or-Gera rd W . La pi erre, W oodmer e, Oh io . D irec­
lor&--Rob er l A. Cha llenger , Va ncou ve r , B . C.; Cha rles Br umfi eld , Sa n D ieg o; 
01·. Will iam A . Se l lars, Da llas; Rob ert Mcln ern ey, Coro na do , Ca lif. ; La rr y 
Led e rman , Mi lwauk ee; Sm ith Sc h ipp ers , M em ph is. E xecut ive Di rec tor­
Myro n Rod er ick , S till wat e r , Okl a. 

IRA Commi ssioners 
East R eg ion-Tom Swe eney , S la le College, P a . South R eg ion- Tom 

Stidham , Clea rwa te r , F la. Centr a l R egion- Fr ed Bl aess, Sc ha umbur g, Ill. 
Sou thwe st Re g ion - M a rlowe Ph illip s, S t . Loui s . W est R eg ion- W ay n e P laye r , 
Sa lt Lak e City. Ea st Ca nada-Jo hn S pi lz-S

1
pence r, Mont rea l. W es t Ca nad a­

Tev ie Sm ilh , Ri chmo nd, B. C. J un iors- Wi lliam W. K ing, M emph is. Mili­
ta ry-Capt. K en Is rael, G ua m . 

lfi\t:.HE'l'lh\1,1, Volum e 3, Numb er 1 , J an uary 1974 

The off ic ial vo ice o f th e Int erna tio na l R acq uetb a ll Associa ti on , pub lish ed 
bi-mon thl y al 205 W es t McE lr oy , St illwa ter, Okl a. 7'1074 ( ma il ing a ddr ess 
PO B ox 1016, te lephon e '105--3 77-2676). D is tr ibu ted fr ee lo m emb e rs of th e 
I n tern a tiona l R acq uet ba ll Assoc ia tion . S ixly dn ys no ti ce is req u ired for un ­
in ter ru p ted se rvi ce in case o f addre ss change s. Memb e rsh ip rat.es: U nit ed 
St a t.es, Ca na da, Mexico-- S3 per yea r , S7 for thr ee y ears . For a ll o th e r foreign 
countr ies, add $ 1 pe r ye a r for ma iling cos ts. App licati on to m ai l nl co n t rol 
circul a ti on ra tes is pendin g al Sti llwat e r , Ok lri. 7'107'1. Po s tm as te r, se nd F orm 
3579 lo PO Box 10 16 , Sti llwater, Ok la . 7'1-074. 
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* IT'S YOUR MAGAZINE 
Le t the wo rld of Racq uetba ll 

know of yo ur ac tiviti es by sendin g 
state reports, tourname nt dat es 
and partic ulars, tourn ament re­
port s and pictur es and feature s of 
gene ral inter es t to RA CQUET­
BAL L PO Box 1016 , Stillwater, 
Ok la.' 74074. Don' t delay, send in­
fo rm ati on now for the next issu e. 



Start With the Regionals, Then ♦ ♦ ♦ 

In Caesar's empire, all roads led to Rome. 
In movieland , you usually could find Crosby 

and Hope on the Road to Mandalay, or Morocco, 
or somewhere. 

In the fictional Land of Oz, we followed the 
Yellow Brick Road to the enchanted Emerald 
City. 

But in the very real Land of Racquetball 1974, 
all roads lead to San Diego , Calif., for the sixth 
annual International Singles Championships of 
the IRA, the last weekend in May. 

The Road to the Internationals has seven 
branches , starting with regional qualifying 
tournaments all across the United States and 
Canada . Many changes have been made in 
regional planning to assure the biggest and best 
International Championships ever held . 

Here are some of them: 
-Open Singles players must qualify through 

their regional tournament for a place in the 
bracket at San Diego. Each region has been 
assigned a specific number of qualifying 
positions . An Open qualifier cannot change to 
another division for the Internationals . 

-RegionaCcham pions in Open Singles will be 
awarded full air fare from their residences to 
San Diego. 

-Last year 's top four place-winners (Charlie 
Brum~ield , Steve Keeley, Steve Serot and Bill 
Sch1:11dtke) are exempt from qualifying and will 
receive travel and per diem expenses at the 
Internationals . 

- Regional champions in all other divisions­
Juniors, Women's, Seniors , Masters and Golden 
Masters - will be awarded 50 per cent air fare 
from their residences to San Diego . Because of 
these awards , champions may not change 
divisions after the regionals. 

-Juniors (18-under), Seniors (35-44) and 
Golden Masters (55-over) are new brackets in 
the International Singles Championships, and 

JANUARY 1974 

the age group for Masters has been changed to 
45-54. Ages are determined as of March 1 1974 
the opening da te of regional competition. 'over~ 
age players may compete in Open, Seniors or 
Masters. 

-Except for the Women's division, there will 
be no doubles at San Diego. The International 
Doubles Championships for the other five groups 
will be held later in the year at another site. 

-A player may compete only in the region 
where his residence is located. Players living in 
Manitoba may enter either Canadian regional. 

-A player may enter only one singles division 
at his regional tournament. Doubles competition 
is optional with the regional director , but some 
doubles play is planned in the regionals . 

-Qualifying for the Internationals is required 
only in Open Singles. All players other than Open 
qualifiers and regional champions receiving 
paid fare may compete in any other division at 
San Diego for which they are eligible. 

-Regional qualifiers and divisional cham­
pions will have until May 1, 1974, to confirm their 
entry in the International Championships . An 
additional qualifying round in Open Singles, for 
eight or more places, will be held in San Diego 
the day before the Internationals. 

-Dates for the International Singles Cham­
pionships are May 24-27, 1974, with play ending 
on Memorial Day . 

-The Internationals will be played at Brown 's 
Racquetball Club , a 10-court facility. Brackets 
will be straight sin2le elimination, with con­
solatiomUor all first round losers. Trophies will 
be awarded for four places and the consolation 
championship . 

Accompanying articles list detailed in­
formation on each regional tournament. Follow 
the Road to the Internationals and join us in San 
Diego for the greatest tournament in the his tor y 
of Racquetball. 

3 



Regional 
Data Sheet 

East 
Penn State University 

State College, Pa. 
March 1-3 

Director: Tom Sweeney 
341 Toltrees Ave. No. 316 
State College, Pa. 16801 

Open to residents of Connecticut, 
Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Ha~p­
shire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont 
and West Virginia. 

10 qualify for Internationals in Open 
Singles . 

Entry deadline: February 20; late 
charge $5 per player. 

Entry fee: $12 per player singles, $6 
per player doubles. . . 

Housing: Closest and least expensive 1s 
the Nittany Lion Inn, one block from the 
courts . Also available, Hall's Motel, 
Sheraton, Holiday Inn and many others. 
Reserve early . 

Transportation : Via car, we are 30 
minutes from I-80. By air, about 35 
minutes from Mid-State airport, 
Philipsburg, but the weather frequently 
causes cancellations; we will try our best 
to drive you in from the airport or 
arrance limousine service . 

Tournament director will receive 
phone calls the week prior to the tour­
nament only until 10 p.m. EDT. Call 814-
237-3639. 

March 1-3 dates could be altered to 
Thursday-Saturday if gasoline shortage 
becomes more acute. 

Consolation singles will be held for 
open and women's divisions. Doubles, 
in open, women's, masters divisions . 

Central 
The Court House 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
March 1·3 

Director: Malin Greenberg 
1155 Ford Road 
Minneapolis, Minn . 55426 

Open to residents of Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. 

10 qualify for Internationals in Open 
Singles. 

4 

Entry deadline: February 22. 
Entry fee: $13 per player , one event; 

$10 per player , second event. 
Facilities : Eight air-conditioned 

courts, 200-seat spectator court, lockers, 
sauna, walk-in whirlpool, sun lamp , 
lounge. 

Trophies first four places Open Singles , 
Open Doubles; first three places other 
events; first place consolation events. 

Doubles offered in open division, others 
inquire of tournament director. 

South 
Birmingham YMCA 
Birmingham, Ala. 

March 1-3 
Director: Barry Coxe 

Birmingham Racquetball Assn. 
PO Box 803 
Birmingham, Ala. 35201 

Open to residents of Alabama , Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana , 
Mississippi , North Carolina, Puerto Rico, 
South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia. 

10 qualify for Internationals in Open 
Singles. 

Entry deadline: February 18. No en­
tries accepted after this date. 

Entry fee : $15 per player , one event ; 
$25 per player , two events . 

Housing: Holiday Inn-Civic Center, 
2230 Tenth Ave. North, Birmin gham, Ala . 
35203, telephone 205--328-6320. 

Doubles offered in open, women's, 
seniors, masters, golden masters . 

Trophies first three places , each event. 
Assistant tournament directots: Jim 

Jordan, 205--251-2061; J erry O'Neal, 
205--324-3431; Andy Smith, 205--325-2298. 

West Canada 
The Marc 

Vancouver, B. C. 
April 11-13 

Director: Ian McKenzie 
910-777 Hornby . 
Vancouver , B. C. V6Z 1S7 

Open to re sidents of Alberta, British 
Columbia, Manitoba, Saskatch ewan. 

2 qualify for Internationals in Open 
Singles . 

For further information, inquire of 
tournament director. 

Southwest 
Texas Christian University 

Fort Worth, Texas 
March 1-3 

Director : Pete Wright 
Rickell Athletic Center Gym 
Texas Christian University 
Fort Worth , Texas 76129 

Open to residents of Arkansas, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska , North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, South Dakota and Texas . 

10 qualify for Interna tionals in Open 
Singles. 

For further information , inquire of 
tournament director , 817-338-4075. 

West 
Deseret Gym 

Salt Lake City , Utah 
March 7-9 

Director : Wayne Player 
Deseret Gym 
161 North Main 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110 

Open to residents of Alaska, Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho , 
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, 
Utah,Washing ton and Wyoming. 

12 qualify for Int ernatio nals in Open 
Singles . 

Entry fee: $15 per player , one even t; $5 
per play er, additional event. Fee in­
cludes admission to all ma tches , T-shirt , 
ball for each ma tch, hospitality room, 
cham pions' banquet Saturday night . 

Housing : Single, $7, $8 or $11; double, 
$11 or $14; triple, $15 or $18. 

Doubles offered in open, women's 
divisions. 

East Canada 
Cote de Liesse Racquet Club 

Montreal, Que. 
March 15-17 

Director : Ivan C. Velan 
8305 Cote de Llesse Road 
Montreal, Que. H4T 1 GS 

Open to residents of New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia , Manitoba, Ontario and 
Quebec. 

2 qualify for Internat ionals in Open 
Singles . 

Facilities: Four brand new court s, 
sauna, whirlpool , lounge, bar and 
restaurant. 

Housing: Skyline Hotel, Holiday_ Inn 
Seigneurie Holiday Inn Chateaubriand, 
Airport mi ton, Fort de Llesse (a ll close 
to club ). 

Trophies: Firs t three places, each 
event. 

Doubl es, inq uir e of tourname nt 
director. 

RACQUETBALL 
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1974 REGIONAL 
ENTRY BLANK 

You are In the EAST REGION 

It your residence Is In Connecti cut, Delaware , Di stric t of Cofumblo , Maine , Maryland, Messechu­
sells, New Hampshire , New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Penn sy lvan i a, Rhode Isl and , Vermont or Wost 
Virginia . 

Send your entry to : 
Tom Sweeney 
34 1 Tottrees Ave. No . 316 
State Colle ge, Pe . 16601 

You are in the SOUTH REGION 
If your residence Is In Alabama , Florida, Georgia, Kentu cky, Louisi ana, M ississippi, North Caro-

lfne , Puerto Rico , South Cerolfn a , Te nnessee or Vi rgin i e. 
Send your on t ry 10: 
Barry Coxe 
Birmingham Recquol bell Aesn . 
PO Box 603 
Birmingh am, Ale . 35201 

You are In the CENTRAL REGION 
If your residence Is In fflfno ls, lnd lano, Iowa , Mic higan, Minnesota or Wisconsin . 

Send your entry 10: 
Malfn Greenberg 
1155 Ford Road 
Mfnneepolfs, Minn . 55426 

You are In the SOUTHWEST REGION 
if you r reside nce is In Arkansas, Kansas , Mis souri, Neb raska, North Dakot a, Oklohomo, South 

Dakota or Te xas . 

Send your entry to : 
Pete Wright 
Rickel! Athletic Center Gym 
Texas Chrlatl an University 
Fort Worth, Texea 76129 

You are In the WEST REGION 
If your residence Is In Alaska , Arizona, Cetlfornf e, Colorado, Hewell, Idaho, Montano, Navedo, 

New Mexico, Oregon, Utah , Wash ington or Wyoming . 
Send your entry to : 
Wayne Player 
Deseret Gymnas ium 
161 North Main SI. 
Seit Lake City , Utah 64103 

You are in the EAST CANADA REGION 
if your res idence Is In New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Ontar io o r Quebec. You may play In this 

region if your resi dence Is In Menlloba . 
Send your entry to : 
Ivan Valen 
Cote de Ll esse Racque t Club 
6305 Cole de LI esse Rd. 
Montreal , Quebe c H4T 1 GS 

You are In the WEST CANADA REGION 
It your residence Is In Alberta, British Co l umbfo , Manitoba o r Seskolchewan . 

Send your entry to : 
fen McKenzie 
910-777 Hornby 
Vanc ouver , B. C . V6Z 1 S7 

r./..--./..--......... ---......... .--......... ..--......... __. ......... ..--./..--......... ..., I Pl"" e,to, me lo the e,e,i cheeked, I 
i □ Open Singles I 
i ~ ~ I I □ Women's Singles i 
I i I ~ 
~ □ Junior Singles ~ 
~ 18-Under ~ 

~ i 
~ □ Senior Singles i 
~ 35-44 ; 

~ I ~ □ Masters Singles i ! 45-54 i 
~ i ~ □ Golden Masters ~ 
~ Singles ~ 
~ 55-0ver ~ 

~ i 
~ Co ntestants entered In age group i 
~ event must be eligible on March 1, ~ i 1974 . ! 
I □ Doubles ( ____ ) I 
I ~ j _ ______ I i Partner I 
.... ./..--./..--./..--./..--./..--./..--......... ..--./.--......... .-! 

Name (Please Print) ____ _ __________ _________ ___ _______ _ 

Address __ ___ __ ___ _ ____ _ _ _______ ____ ___________ _ 

City ____ _ __ __________ _ state ______ Zip, _____ IRA Card No. __ _ _ 
I hereby, tor myse lf , my heirs, executors and administ rators , waive ond rofeos o any and off rights ond cla ims for damages I may have against the fntern otl on of 
Racque tba ll Associa tion, Its alfillot ed c lub s and the i r respective agents, representatives, successors and ass igns for any and oft Injuries which may be suffered by 
me In connect ion w ith my parti ci pation In Regional or lnternatlono f tourno monts. 

Date· __ ___ ________ _ Signature ______ _ _______________ _ 
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The Director Says: 

KEEP THOSE REPORTS COMING 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 

P. 0 . Box 101 6 • Sti llw ater, Oklaho ma 74074 • (405) 377- 267 6 

Dear Racque tb all Friends: 

II har d ly seems possible 1ha1 lt"s t i me for another m agazine , bu l here It Is . T ime does go by so fasl because 
the whole worl d o f Racquetbol l ha s been so busy . 

I can guarantee you, beca use of the amcunt of correspondence we gel each day , t hat Racq uetball"s future Is 
bright. We hov e had great res u lts in obtaining new membe rs hips and we wanl 10 thank each of you tha t has helpe d 
Keep up the good wo ,k so wo can continue to g,ow and thrive ,n the coming year . 

I know everybody ,s fook,ng forward 10 the reg fonaf tournaments and then the lntornat,onaf Sin gles Champion­
s hips In San Diego t he l as t weekend In Moy . 

As you rea d about the region al plans ,n this is sue. you wi ll see what th o I RA will bo doing 10 help all lhe re­
g ion a l c hamp ion s ,eac h th e InI e rn a11onols . Th e Boa rd of Direc to rs. es par l o f o conlln u,ng pl an 10 kee p Rac4ue 1-
bail money working fo r l he goo d of l he spo rt . Is going 10 ass,s l Iha winners of all cla sses . and I feel !his will be a 
big help 10 lhe ln1e rna 1iona l Chamolonshlps . 

The 1e is one urea whe re we nee d help fro m you. t he memb ers . Thal Is In sending in reports o f activities an d 
1ournamen 1s. with pictures w hen possible, and everything else you feel should be In l he magazine 

Tho reason the magaz i ne keeps running two o r t hree weeks la te ,s that we have to wait to gel enough Inf orma­
t ion 10 make ,t a good publication. So send ,n your artic les as soon as you can . We 're getting lnlo our busy season 
as far as Rac quetb all oc t lv i ly Is concern ed , espec fal ly t ournaments, an d tho only way we can let everyone kno w 
what's happ ening In you r area Is fo r you to let us know 

Ono point abuut membo rsh,ps as we hoad In to a bran d new year · As you will sec on your card, all memberships 
ex ofre on Dece mbe r 3 1. So the ea rl ier you sign up, tho mo re magazines you ' ll ge t and t he mo re tournamen ts you 'll 
be eli g ,ble 10 enter . If you r mem bership has expired , this J anuo, y Issue Is the fast magazine you ' ll ge t until you 
ronew. 

We know thoro have been some errors on our memb ershi p lis t, but we think we have most of them correct ed 
But ,1 we do n 't ha ve you r records ri gh t, l et us kn ow now . Memb ers hi p has Increased nearly a tho usand In t he fast 
s ix mon ths an d we want everybo dy 10 gel our maga zin es and now sle11ors . 

W ith th o region als c om ing up an d t hen the lnlerna tlo nals, I am looking forwa,d 10 seeing a groat many of you 
In pe rso n . If I ca n be o f any he lp 10 your pr og ram, o r II the off ice can , don' t hoslt al e to lo t me know. 

~ythd/ 
Myron Roderi ck 

Exec u ti ve Di rec to r 

RACQUETBALL 



By Myron Roderick 

It wasn't ever easy, but when it was all 
over there was one thing that hadn 't 
chang ed: Charlie Brumfield is No. 1. 

When almost all of the top racquetball 
players in the world converged on 
Memphis the first weekend in January, 
the IRA National Invitation Singles just 
might have been the toughest racquetball 
tournament ever held . 

There were 38 matches played and 15 of 
them went the full three games, in­
cluding the semifinals and finals. 

Brumfield had u:i go the distance three 
times in four appearances, but when the 
last kill shot had rolled out, several 
hundred spectators knew why Charlie is 
a two-time defending International 
champion. 

I only wish every one of you could have 
been there to see the finals of this great 
tournament . Brumfield vs. Steve Serot. I 
don't know of any place or any time that I 
have watched a more interesting or 
talented match than that one. I was 
fortunate enough u:i see it first hand, 
because I was the referee . 

Brumfield won the first game, 21-16, 
and the lead went back and forth six or 
seven times betwee n the two. Brumfield , 
of course, was using his usual technique 
game of lobs, Z-balls , ceiling balls and 

Charlie Brumfield (top) warms up while 
Steve Sero! takes a breather. 

JANUARY 1974 

Guess 
Who's 

pass shots. Serot used mostly the kill-ball 
of~ ~e back wall, or he would go to the 
ceiling ball to Brumfield's backhand. 

In th~ second game, Serot started using 
more kill shots and he won this one by the 
same score, 21-16. In fact Brumfield was 
using more kill shots tha~ I had seen him 

No. I 
Now? 

use in a long time. Both games were very 
exhausting for both players. 

Brumfield jumped off u:i a quick lead in 
the third and Steve never did get his 
game back to make it a contest. Serot 
was leaving his kill shots high and, of 
course, anything you leave high 



Mike Zeilman .... . . . Third Place 

Brumfield is going to kill or pass you 
with . 

Se rot pulled a muscle in his arm at 16-2. 
He tried to go ahead and continu e, but did 
not have any strength and defaulted 
when the score was 18-2. It was a fan­
tastic championship and I can say they 
both played beautiful racquetball. 

Let me tell you a little about the 
tournament , which was unusual in 
several aspects. 

Best of all was the quality of the field, 
even though three of the top pla yers were 
unable t.o attend-St.eve Strandemo, Ron 
Rubenstein and Bud Muehleisen . We 
missed them , but I am sure they will be 
with us at the Internationals. Just about 
ever-ybody else was there . 

The brackets were especia lly created 
for this tournament so every body would 
play at least four match es, some of them 
five , and so the final standings would be 
set up all the way from first to 18th. One 
of my wrestling people, who is a real 
expert on bra ckets and scheduling, set it 
up . 

The championship bracket was 
straight single e limination, so the 
champion had to win four times. All the 
quarterfinal losers and semifinal losers 
dropped into a special consolation 
bracket and played for third throu gh 
eighth places . 

All the other losers were placed in 
consolations and played for ninth thro ugh 
18th places. 

When we arrived at Memphis, 
everybody was ranked from No. 1 
through No. 18 by a special seeding 
committee. These rankings turned out to 
be very close to the actual finish all the 
way down the line . 

8 

Then , when we met Friday night, we 
drew for positions. The top four names-­
Brumfield, Serot, Steve Keeley and Bill 
Schmidtke- were put in a hat and drew 
for the top four seeds. Actually, Sch­
midtk e drew No. 1 and Brumfield No. 4, 
so the draw didn't really cha nge the 
pairings any. 

The next four then drew for positions 5 
throu gh 8--Mike Zeilman, Ken P orco, 
Jerr y Hilecher and Paul Lawrence. 
Zeilman actua lly drew No. 8, so he was in 
the same quarter with Schmidtke , just as 
they would have been if we hadn't had a 
draw at al l. Then we drew for 9 thr ough 
12, and then 13 through 18. 

Play sta rted at 9 o'clock in the morning 
and with everybody going at least four 
tim es and sometimes five, I ca n assure 
you we all got lo pla y all the racquetball 
we wanted in the two days. 

One of the best parts of the tournament 
was the consola lion bracket, because 
some players had four matches against 
men they neve r ha d met before in a 
tournament. That's awfully good ex­
perience. 

I think the most improved player in the 
tournament , at least playing the best I 
had ever seen him, was Zeilman. He took 
Brumfield to three games and beat 
Keeley, Schmidtke, Hilecher and Jim 
Austin and wound up in third place. 

Mike played, I thought, some of the 
most perfect ra cquetball I had seen . His 
ceiling shots were treme ndous, his 
forehand side-to-front kill shot was on 
target and I think the thing that rea lly 
made his game complete was his ability 
to shoot the backhand kill shot from side 
wall to front wall. 

Steve Keeley ... Fourth Place 

Zeilman started off by beating Austin, 
21-13, 21-15, then took out Schmidtke, 21-
12, 21-15. He really looked as though he 
might upset Brumfield, losing the first 
game at 20-21, then coming back to take 
the second at 21-5. But Brumfield poured 
it on in the third game and came out, 21-
10, lo reach the finals. Mike then tr im­
med Hilecher, 21-20, 21-9, and Keeley, 21-
4, 21-17, to take third place . 

Another outstanding young performer 
was Randy Staffo rd of Knoxville. I think 
he's going to be an other one of our better 
players in the future an d he showed tha t 
by exte nding Brumfield to three game s 
in the first round , winning 21-13 in the 
opener before Brum rallied , 21-15, 21-1. 

The only mat ch Brumfie ld took in two 
games was in the quarterfinals , 21-17, 21-
8 over Bill Thurman of California . Then 
Charlie had to go three with Zeilman in 
the semis and three with Sero t in the 
finals. 

Serot started off by beating me in his 
first ma tch, 21-9, 21-18, and then 
Hilecher , 21-13, 21-4. His match with 
Keeley was a tough one, 21-10, 15-21, 21-
12, in the semifina ls. 

There were some great ma tches in the 
tournament, as I said 15 of 38 going three 
games . One of the best was Schmidtke 
against Bill Dunn in the first round. Bill 
won the first game, 21-12, and had the 
second , 20-15. But Schmidtke pulled his 
usual come-from -behind tactics with 
trem endous shooting and won the second 
game, 21-20, even with Dunn in the box 
five times, and then the third , 21-11. 

I guess you could say one of the best 
rallies came in a consolation ma tch, 
although I 'd kinda like to forget it myself. 
Roderick had Porco down , 21-10, 20-17, 

Jerry Hllecher Filth Place 
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Bill Schmidtke Sixth Place 

lost the middle game , 20-21, and then had 
a 19-16 lead in the third and lost 19-21. 
Guess that 's why we play to 21 points 
instead of 20. 

I could not go through the whole 
tournament without mentioning Charlie 
Garfinkel. First of all , he 's bigger than I 
am. He 's bigger than anybody is. 
Secondly, he 'd write all kinds of letters if 
I didn't point out that he won the con­
solatio n championship. He writes a ll 
kinds of letters anyway. We might even 
print one of them. 

Gar lost his first match to Hilecher, 21-
18, 21-13, but he came back and 
dominat e d the consolation bracket . He 
had a tough time with Gordon Kelly , 17-
21, 21-12, 21-6, but he beat Porco , 21-8, 21-7 
( after I had worn Porky out, of course), 
and then defeated Paul Lawrence, 21-9, 

By Charli e Garfinkel 

21-14, in the consolation finals. 
Garfinkel played extremely well. Of 

course, when you are 6-feet-11, or maybe 
it's 11-feet-6, you do not have to move 
from one spot but just swing your 
racquet. A 5-foCH person ought to be able 
to beat a 6-foot-11, because for my kill 
shots I do not have to bend over at all, 
just stroke naturally. Of course, my kill 
shots a re not very low. I think 
everybody enjoyed the tournament very 
much , and if anybody is interested in 
holding it next year, we would like to get 
it lined up in the next two months. One 
thing for sure, you will see the best 
players in racquetball . 

Special recognition should go to DeWitt 
Shy, who handled all the arrangements, 
and Smitty Schippers, the tournament 
chairman, who did the detail work with a 

Ken Wong . . Seventh Place 

fine crew of Ronnie Leon, Judd Williford 
and Graham Fulton . 

As usual, we got splendid cooperation 
from Memphis State University's Lige 
Turman and his assistants, Lee Peoples 
and Charles Mazzone . Eddie and Debbie 
Hill were very helpful on transportation 
and in the motel hospitality room. 

The main hospitality room was a big 
deal, because Memphis had its worst ice 
storm in 20 years. Sol Kirschner 
arranged to get the lunch meats from Nat 
Buring Packing Co. Gene Boyte and her 
daughter, Patty Stringer , were in charge 
along with Susan Crumby and Vicki 
Rush . 

Friday night's pre-tournament dinner 
featured a whole platter of Southern style 
chicken per person and Bill & Jim's 
Restaurant. 

Bill Thurman Eighth Place 

I had a fantastic tim e at the Nationa l Invitation Singles in 
Memphis and I would like to give credit where credit is du e. 
For that reason, I would like to thank the following people : 

yard, with a three-day suppl y of bird seed and a large female 
ostrich for me. 

When I left Schmidtke's house, I flew home immediately . I 
will admit, though , my arms were tired. Thanks aga in, Bill. 
for your thoughtfulness . Bill Schmidtke: I'd like to thank Bill for his thought­

fulness . Bill ha s g iven me another nickname besides " The 
Gar ." Il 's "The Big Bird." Unfortunately, it is catching on 
fast. It is clue , I suppose, to my re se mblance to the Big Bird 
on Sesame Street. Also, I was given a yellow uniform in 
Minneapolis at the National Invitation last year. I wore it a 
few lime s . That added to th e Big Bird ima ge. 

In fact, I staye d at Bill 's house with two oth er players. I 
thou ght he ca rri ed the Big Bird th em e too far. While the o ther 
two players slep t in a warm hou se in minus -12-degree 
weather, Bill had set up a lar ge 10x12 foot cage in his back 
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I'd like to show you how modest Bill is . Even thou gh he is a 
former International champ ion, his success has never go ne 
to his clothes. 

Steve Keeley : I want to thank Steve for giving me his ideas 
on physical fitness. Steve said I should follow his routine of 
running G 14l miles a day, and to also play thre e hours a day. 
An interesting sidelight is that Keeley never wears a coat ­
eve n if the temperature is below 20 degre es . 

In fact, Steve told me that he recently ran 12 miles in 10-
degree weather back in Michigan. All he had on was a 
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Charlie Garfinkel ... Consolation Champion 

sweatshirt and his shorts. He was frostbitt en while running, 
in a very vulnerable spot, and was in excruciating pain for a 
few days . Steve was worried, but the doctor said it was no big 
thing. 

Joe Zclson: Thanks to Joe for movin g to another table 
during dinner. 

Jerry Hilcchcr : I'd like to thank Jerry for teaching me 
how to lose gracefully. After losing to Jerry in Memphis I told 
him that I didn 't feel badly about losing . However , he 
overheard me on the phone talking long distance to my wife. 
He got the impression that I was upset. 

All I told my wife was, " Honey, put the house up for sale, 
give the Board of Education notice that I'm leaving my job, 
burn all my rack ets, and tear out any articles in old 
ra cquetball magazines with Jerry's picture or name in it. 

Gurdon Kelly: I want to thank Gordon for showing me how 
to " psyche out my opponent." Gordon is a pilot for one of the 
major airlines. In fact, he was the pilot on my flight from 
Buffalo . He told me there would be no way that I would win 
even a point in the Invitational. I !mow I'v e hit some low 
peaks, but I was sure I could score a point. 

However, I knew what Gordon was talking about, as he 
waved to me outside my window as he was parachuting down 
to earth. 

Paul Lawr ence: I'd like to thank Paul for getting me a 
Hollywood screen test. Paul told me that I was a double for a 
famous Hollywood star . He said he could get me a screen test 
without any trouble, and I wouldn't even need any makeup. 
However, I was a little hurt when I found out that he was 
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refer rin g to my playing the role of Pinoc chio's double. 
Also, Paul was enthusiastic about my coat with "THE 

GAR" on the back in bright blue lettering. He's sending me 
three neon light s to put on the collar . 

I also got a letter from Pa ul saying that Amtrak was ready 
to bring me out to Hollywood for my screen test. It was an 
unusu a l note. It said, " Charlie, there is a train leav ing for 
Hollywood. Make sure you're und er it." I owe Paul a lot. 

Steve Scro!: My thanks to Stev e for showing me how to be 
a sportsman on the court. When ahead of me by 12 to zero in 
Long Beach , Steve tr ipped and imm ediately screamed , 
" Avoidable hinder ". 

Tum Kula s: Thanks to Tom for being my roommate in 
Memphis . ( Don't ta ke tha t the wrong way ). It was between 
Tom and Steve Keeley to see who would room with me. Kutas 
lost the flip of the coin and immedia te ly screamed " 4 out of 7, 
4 out of 7". 

Also, most peopl e !mow tha t I like to talk, and how quiet 
Tom is. In fact , even though I was with Tom quite a bit, I had 
a tape recorder that would say yes or no to everything that I 
said . 

Charlie Brumfi cld:Th anks to Charlie for thinking so much 
of my ability. When Kulas was in San Diego re cently, he 
inquired about gettin g into the Invitatio na l as they were 
tryin g to decide who to invite. Brwn aske d Kulas whom he 
had beat en or done well against . Tom sa id quickly , " I did 
rea l well against the Gar ." Brwn replied, "No, no! What 
good players ha ve you beaten? 

Another quickie by the Brum , who has the knac k of making 
you feel gre at , was after my loss to Serot in Long Beach. 
Brum sa id , quote, " I have neve r see n a top player look so 
patheti c." Thanks again Brwn . I appreciate the ego boost. 

Bill Thurman: Thanks lo Bill for providing the shock of the 
tourney. Bill has a job ! 

Mike Zeilman: Mike is famous for his ' Super J ew" T­
shirts . He offered me three of them . I figured they said the 
same thing. I was wrong. It said " To the Biggest Kosher Hot 
Dog of Them All." Thank s for lh e T-shirts, Mike. 

Ken Porco: Thanks to Ken for offeri ng me housing 
whenever I'm in Louisville. He said, " Remember Gar , 
whenever you 're in Louisville, you 've got a place to stay. " 
With that, Ken gave me the phone numb er and address of the 
Downtown YMCA. 

DeWitt Shy: Thanks to DeWitt for picking me up at the 
airport. I 'd like to thank him also for having automobile 
insurance . When you 're travelin g at 80 miles an hour on 
slippery, icy roads , it is slightly dangerous. I don't want to 
say that DeWitt is a rough driver , but he has the only glove 
compartment that I know of that has five Bibles inste ad of a 
driver's manual. 

Bill 0mm: Thanks to Bill for giving me an idea for leav ing 
school early on Friday. ( We are both tea chers .) When asking 
Bill how he gets out early , he replied , " Out the back door ." 

Jim Austin: Thanks to Jim for practicin g with me when I 
first arrived in Memphis . I was hittin g so well that Jim 
turned to me leading 14-3 and said " I 'll try an d help you with 
your forehand, backhand , ceiling balls, pinch shots , and drop 
shots, after my first match. " 

Myron Roderick: Thanks for telling me to keep my eye on 
the ball. I'm glad we didn't meet in the tournament. Myron is 
5 feet, 4 inches tall and 170 pounds pounds of solid muscle . I 'm 
6 feet, 6 inches tall and solid bone . 

Myron said if we played and the ball happened to go 
through my legs, he'd have to return it; no matter what. Can 
you picture Myron running through my legs at top speed to 
return the ball ? Ouch! 

Ken Wung: I want to thank Ken for showing me how to 
increase my speed . The only thing I want to know is. can I 
ride a Honda on the court? 

In closing, this was all done in fun, and I want to thank 
everyone in Memphis again for their hospitality and great 
tournament. 

RACQUETBALL 
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Lawrence 
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Ken 
Porco 
12th 

Gordon 
Kelly 
14th 

Bill 
Dunn 
16th 

Tom 
Kulas 
18th 
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Jim 
Austin 

11th 

Myron 
Roderick 

13th 

Randy 
Stafford 
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Bill 
King 
17th 

National Invitational Singles Bracket 

Bill Schmidtke Mpls CHAMPIONSHIP 
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Jim Austin 
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Paul Lawrence SDiego 
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The President Says: 

NOW WE'RE BACI< ON THE BALL 
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INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 

P. 0 . Box 1016 • Stillwater , Oklahoma 74074 • (405) 377-2676 

Dear Racquet ball Friends: 

One problem o f maJor interest to all racquetball pl ayers has been the qual ity of our b-'111. To 

be more specific , th e primary gripe has been the high breakage facto r. 

Iron ically , at the very time you IRA member s were plead ing for improvement in the ball , the 

ball ac tually got wor se . The rea so n for this , as was found out later , resulted from the basic raw 

material s not being " up-t o-sn uf f." The energy c ri sis I'm tol d, forced the ball manufacturer , among 

othe r th ings. to use a different type of rubber . Though the fin ished ball looked good enough , 

once it got into the fiel d it did no t pe rform as well as even the ol d ball, which we agree le ft some­

thing to be desir ed . 

Surprising ly, the IRA wa s not completely without faul t through all of this . We compounded 

the probl e>m by changing the ball' s speci f ication s to crea te a hig he r bounce to permit effective use 

of the ceiling ball . Th e situation f inally became so aggra vated the ball manufacturer , Seamco, shut 

down their production and called in all their chemists and eng inee rs to review and revamp their 

enti re production procedure s. Thi s shutdo wn, which lasted for over two month s, has even created 

a temporary shortag e in th e ba ll . 

So much for the bad news ... now for the good news . The new bal l 1s now in full p roduc­

t ion and is being shipped al a record rat e. Even the ce ment was im proved (you will notice the 

change in the color of the cemen t line from bl ack to a faint pink) . Very sho rtly br ighter but smaller 

iden tif ication let tering will appe a r on the ball. We've tes ted it here in Memphis and In Louisv ille, 

and we are pl eased with wh at we see . We feel con fident you will be hap py with It, but in the 

meantime let's keep our fing ers crossed ... it's been a long road . 

Sincerely, 

::;J~/#-~ 
DeWi tt Shy 
Presi dent 

RACQUETBALL 



The complete 
racquetball court system 

by Powerlock ... consultants • designers • manufacturers • installers 

Panel-Master ® court systems are complete 
down to the last detail -walls , floors, ceilings, 
doors . and lightin g. Glass backwalls available. 
Approved by the N.R.C. and the I.RA .. 
Powerlock offers the broadest performance 
guarantee in the industry. 

D uniform ball reaction 
D maximum quietness in play 
□ excelle nt appearance ... no open or 

uneven seams 
D no warpage 
□ high durability - low maintenance 

~ POWERLOCK SYSTEMS, INC. 
~ 590-IR Grove Road. Mid-A ltantic Park. 
~ Thorof a re . N .J. 08086 609 / 848-5330 

• 

~~E:O; S;T~s:c~ - - - - -
I 590-IR Grove R ad. Mid-Atlanti c Pa rk, 

I 
Thorofare. N.J. 08086 609 / 848-5330 
Attn: Sales Manag e r 

I Plen-:1· ~ond mr mur1· 111fvrmulinn on \'1H1r 
l'Jn ul-~111,luff Rar.quulhu ll Courl l,m ln~ Sy, 1,-m 

I l'r 11jc,1 N~n,r•--------------- -
1 N11. t:111111,l' l.111u1•1I_ U1d1' .11t· ___ 1 t 1ll , 1l1u 11~i~11i _ __ _ 

I N,1111,• l'.-J 11I,• 

I A,l, l1o•ss -------------- ---

____ _:_ ____ T,•h•11h1111t1•-- ---- -



Texas 
About 40 members were present when 

Texas held its first state racquetball 
meeting in Dallas . Richard Walker, who 
had been serving as acting chairman, 
was elected president , Peggy Steding of 
Odessa vice president and Tom McKie of 
Dallas secretary-treasurer. 

One of lhe principal decisions reached 
at the meeting was to divide the state into 
regional areas, each with its own com­
missioner coordinating activities with 
the state president. A series of tour­
naments is planned for the coming year. 

Louisiana 
The New Orleans citywide tournament 

was a substantial success, with a draw of 
16 players in Qass A and more than 30 in 
Qass B. Unfortunately, the enthusiasm 
for racquetball in the New Orleans area 
comes in waves and it has been difficult 
to have a representative meeting of 
members. 

State co-<:hairman Jerry Winsberg is 
organizing a citywide round-robin 
tournament for Qass A players . When 
the Racquetball Club courts on 
Causeway and 1-10 are completed, state 
co-chairman Peter Michell foresees a 
new wave of enthusiasm. Efforts to in­
clude the Shreveport area in statewide 
representation are under way. 

South Dakota 
Membership continues to grow under 

the direction of state co-<:hainnen Vince 
Cutshall and John Rude. A five-state 
turnout for a recent open tournament 
was encouraging. 

A 16--0unce pewter cup was used as a 
trophy for the tournament and was well 
received by the players. 
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Kentucky 
Election of a board of directors will be 

the principal order of business at the 
annual meeting during the state tour­
nament February 2 at LouisviJle. The 
election was scheduled after an extensive 
membership drive to give more players a 
voice. 

There are at least 16 locations in 
Kentucky where racquetball is being 
played and they have a total of 57 courts, 
making a state membership goal of 100 
within reason. 

Iowa 
Burdette P. Hansen of Iowa City has 

been elected state chairman , with 
Bernard Neilson of Marshalltown vice 
chairman and Cesar Farell of Iowa City 
secretary-treasurer. A constitution has 

been adopted and an extensive tour­
nament schedule is developing. 

There has been considerable 
discussion of eye guards and suggestions 
that the wearing of eye protectors be 
made mandatory at the state tour­
nament. This idea has evoked protests 
and will be aired at length during the 
next state meet ing. 

Quebec 
The Cote de Liesse Racquet Qub, now 

open, features four brand new 
racquetball-handball courts, four squash 
courts , whirlpool and sauna in bolh 
men 's and women 's locker rooms , a fully 
equipped pr o shop and nursery, luxurious 
lounge and a licensed pub. 

The club is open to all comers and 
visitors to Montreal may call John 
Spencer (935-1186) or Ivan Velan (748-
7743) to arrange a ga me. The club will be 
the site of an open tournament in mid­
February and the East Canada regionals 
March 15-17. 

Washington 
One of the most active organizations in 

the Northwest is the Women's 
Racquetball Qub, formed from mem­
bers of the Oxford AC in Vancouver, 
Wash. 

The group already has nearly two 
dozen members , has played host to a 
major tournament drawin g players from 
a wide area , has had exchange matches 
with clubs in Portland, Ore., and other 
nearby areas and plans clinics and ex­
panded activities. 

Anyone interested ~ forming similar 
groups or in joining WRC activities may 
write Kathy Rohrer , secretary, at 3419 
NW 124 Street , Vancouv er , Wash . 98665. 

Court Clubs Seminar Set 
The second annual seminar-meeting of 

the National Court Clubs Association will 
be held May 24-26, 1974, at the Storm 
Meadows Athletic Qub in Steamboat 
Springs, Colo. 

A combination business and recreation 
weekend is planned for court club 
owners, managers, prospective builders 
and suppliers. The Storm Meadows AC 
offers two fine standard courts, plus 
tennis, golf, cycling, fishing , hiking and 
swimming. 

A charter flight is planned from 
Denver Friday afternoon, May 24, to 
Steamboat Springs at a cost of $26 per 
person. 

Reservations and further information 
may be obtained from Mort Leve, NCCA, 

4101 Dempster Sl. , Skokie, Ill. 60076, 
telephone 312---673-4000. There will be a 
$15 registration fee and accomodations 
will run from $24 to $60. 

Storm Meadows AC also is planning its 
first summer instruction racquetb all­
handball camp , running six weeks from 
mid-Jun e to late July. 

The camp will feature nationally 
ranked racquetball and handball in­
structors, plus all the recreation 
facilities of the club. Fee will be $150 per 
person, including condominium ac­
comodations, food and personalized 
instruction. 

For details, write Tim Schliebe 
athletic director, Storm Meadows AC: 
PO Box AAA, Steamboat Springs , Colo. 
80477, telephone 303-879-1035. 

RACQUETBALL 



Bud Muehleisen and Myron Roderick ... Champions 

Bud Muehleisen of San Diego and 
Myron Roderick of Stillwater, Okla., 
swept through six round-robin matches 
without a loss to capture the first an nual 
IRA National Invitat ion Senior Doubles 
championship at Stillwater . 

Muehleisen's cont rol of the left side, 
with deft drop shots and side-front wall 
kills and Roderick's consistent play and 
passes were the key factors as the 
winners allowed no more than 23 points in 
any of the 31-point games . 

Muehleisen is a former International 
Open Singles champion ( 1969) and two­
tim e Masters king ( 1972-73). The Senior 
Doubles crown was the first nationa l 
racquetball title for Roderick, who was 
runn er-up in the National Invitation 
Senior Singles earlier in the season. 

The six victories produced a winning 
total of 55.2 points, based on a system of 
.2 for every point scored and a three point 
bonus for every game won. 

Finishing second with a 5-1 record and 
50.6 points were Bill Sellars and Richard 

Walker of Dallas, whose only loss was to 
Muehleisen and Roderick, 31-23, in the 
fourth round . Sellars had just won the 
National Invitation Masters Doubles in 
Pennsylvania, with Joe Zelson of St. 
Louis. 

Sellars and Walker downed Senior 
Singles champ Ken Porco of Louisville 
and Bill King of Memphis, 31-19. Porco 
and King were third with 44.4 points, 
followed by: 4-John Raducha and Dick 
Hamlin, Omaha, Neb ., 33.8; 5-John 
Mooney and Bill Riggle, Colorado 
Springs, 33.8; &-John Jobe and Doug 
Aichele, Stillwa ter , 30.6; and 7-V .Z. 
Lawton, Norman, Okla., and Ken Denny, 
Midwest City, Okla., 16.0. 

The tournament was hosted by the 
Stillwater Racquetball Club with players 
quartered at the Student Union Hotel on 
the Oklahoma State University campus . 
They were guests at a Friday night 
dinner at the home of Myron and JoAnn 
Roderick , with music provided by Sellars 
on guitar and Lawton on ukelele. 

Senior Doubles entries, from left, front row: Bill Sellars-Richard Walker, Bud 
Muehleis en-Myron Roderick, Ken Porco-Bill King; back row : Doug Aichele-John Jobe, 
John Mooney -Bill Riggle, v. z. Lawton-Ken Denny, Dick Hamlin-John Raducha. 
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Bill Sellars and Richard Walker 

FIRST ROUND 
Roderick -Muehleisen def. Porco-King, 

31 -19 : Mooney -Riggle def. Raducha­
Haml in. 31 -30 ; Sellars -Walker def. Jobe­
Aiche le. 31 -14. 

SECOND ROUND 
Roder ick -Muehle isen def . Lawton-Denny , 

31 -9 : Porco -King def . Raducha -Haml in, 31 -
10 : Sellars -Walker def. Mooney-Riggle , 31 -
15. 

THIRD ROUND 
Jobe -Aiche le def . Lawton-Denny , 31-15 : 

Roderick -Mueh leisen def. Raducha -Hamlin , 
31 -2 1; Porco -King def . Mooney -Riggle. 31-
16. 

FOURTH ROUND 
Raducha -Hamlin def. Lawton -Denny , 31 -

18 : Roder ick -Muehleisen def. Sellars­
Walker , 31-23 : Porco -King def . Jobe ­
Aichele , 31 -17. 

FIFTH ROUND 
Roderick -Muehle isen def. Jobe -Aichele . 

31 -14 ; Sellars-Walker def. Porco -King , 31 -
19: Mooney-Riggle def. Lawton -Denny , 31 -
18. 

SIXTH ROUND 
Roder ick -Muehleisen def. Moone y ­

Riggle. 31 -13; Raducha -Hamlin def. Jobe ­
).ichele, 31-16: Sellars -Walker def. Lawton ­
Denny , 31 -16 . 

SEVENTH ROUND 
Sellars-W al ker def . Raducha-Hamlin. 31 -

16 : Jobe-Aichele def. Raducha -Hamlin. 31 -
29: Porco -King def. Lawton -Denny . 31 -3. 
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Calendar 
FEBRUARY 

1-3 : Kentucky State Championships . 
Louisville AC, Louisville . (OS , OD , BS, BD , 
MS. MD, WS, WD .) Ken Porco. 3924 Layside 
Drive, Loui sv ille , Ky . 40220 . 

1-3: Niagara Falls Singles Open , Niagara 
Falls YMCA . Niagara Falls . N. Y. 14302 

1-3 : Quebec Closed A Singles. Laval 
University . Quebec City , Que ., Andre 
Bel anger . 

8-9 : Iowa State IRA Singles. Bur lington 
YMCA , Burlington . Iowa . Burdette P. 
Han sen. PO Box 30 . Iowa City, Iowa 52240 . 

8-10 : IRA National Invitation Masters 
(45 -over) Singles , St. Louis . ( By in­
vitation .) Joseph A . Zelson. 111 S. 
Bemiston. Suite 512 . Clayton . Mo. 63105 . 

11-23: Brit is h Columbia Closed , Van ­
couver . 

15 -17 : Golden Bear Open , Canad ia ns 
only. Edmonton . 

15-16: Iowa State Open Masters . 
Keokuk , Iowa . Jerry G. Lucas , 526 Eicher 
Street , Keokuk, Iowa 52632 . 

15 -1 7 : Tenness~e State Cham -
pionship s, Nashville. Tenn . 

15-17: Montreal Open , Cote de Liesse 
Racquet Club . Montreal. (S&D) Ivan Velan, 
Cote de Lie sse Racquet Club , 8305 Cote de 
Liesse rd ., Montreal. Que .. Canada H4T 
1G5 . 

21 -24 : Columbia River Open . Portland , 
Ore . (OS, BS, CS, WS . Women 's B. NovS .) 
Milt Sharp 's Olympic AC, 8333 NE Russell , 
Portland , Ore . 97220 . 

MARCH 
1-2 : Iowa State Singl es. Marshalltown . 

Iowa . Bernard Niel sen , 1211 W Ma in. 
Marshalltown. Iow a 50158 . 

IRA Regional Championships, five sites 
in U. S., two in Canada (required open 
singles qualifying for International IRA 
Championships) . 

East - Penn Sta te Univer sity. Tom 
Sweeney , 341 Toftrees Ave . No. 316. State 
College. Pa. 16801 . March 1-3. 

South-Birmingham YMCA, Barry Coxe , 
Alabama Metal Industries Corp ., PO Box 
3928 , Birmingham , Ala . 35208 , March 1-3. 

Central - The Cour t House. Minneapolis , 
Minn .. Malin Greenberg, 2009 Westwood 
Hills Drive, Minneapo lis. Minn . 55426 , 
March 1-3 . 

Southwest-Texas Christ ian University , 
Pete Wright , Rickel! Athletic Center Gym , 
Texas Christian Univers i ty, Fort Worth , 
Texas 76129. March 1-3 . 

We st- Deseret Gym. Salt Lak e City , 
Wayne Pla yer. Deseret Gym. 161 N Main . 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110 , March 7-9 . 

East Canada - Cote de Liesse Racquet 
Club, Montrea I. Ivan Velan. Cote de L1esse 
Racquet Club, 8305 Cote de Lie sse Rd ., 
Montreal, Que .. Canada H4T 1G5. March 
15 -1 7. 

West Canada - Vancouver. 8 . C ., Ian 
McKenzie. 910 -777 Hornby . Vancouver, B. 
C., Canada , April 12- 14. For additional 
information , write Canadian Racquetb all 
Associat ion. 10325-114 Street. No. 22, 
Edmonton, Alb. Canada T5K 1S2. 

4: Buffalo A Doubl es Open. Downtown 
YMCA, Buffalo . N.Y. 
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11 -16 : Buffalo A Singles Open . East 
YMCA , Buffalo . N. Y., dates t en tative . 

14-16: Saskatchewan Open. Canadians 
onlv . Saskatoon . 

15 -16 : Iowa State Doubles . Davenport , 
Iowa . 

22-24: New York State Double s Open , 
Down town YMCA , Buffalo . N. Y. 

28 -31 : IRA Nat ional lntercolle gia tes, 
Un ive rs ity of Tennessee , Kno xville . Lim ited 
to matriculated studen ts at an accredi t ed 
univers it y or college . (AS, BS, D, team 
scori ng on four-man teams .) Dr . Ben 
Plotn1ck i, School of H ea lth . PE & 
Recreation , Univer sity of Tennes see, 
Kno xville , Tenn. 37916 . 

APRIL 
10 : Buffalo B Singles Open . Downtown 

YMCA. Buffa lo. N. Y. 
19-21 : Second Annual Minne sota State 

closed , Rocheste r YMCA , Fred Banf ie ld , 
YMCA. Rochester , M inn . 55901. 

19-2 1 : Alberta Open , Canadia ns onl y, 
Calgar y. 

22-27: Buffalo Master s Open , Athletic 
Club . Buffalo , N. Y. 

25-27 : Second annua l Idaho State 
Champ ionships , Boise , Robert J . Peter sen, 
1475 West Hays St. , Bo ise , Idaho 83702 

MAY 
9-11 : Edmonton Cit y Closed , Edmont on , 

Alb . 

24-27: I RA In ternal Iona l Singles 
Championships , San Diego . (Open. 18-
under Junior, 35 -44 Senior, 45 -54 Masters , 
55 -over Go lden Maste rs, Women' s, also 
Women 's Double s.) Open Singles 
qualifyin g requ ired through IRA regionals . 
No qua lif ying required for other brac kets . 
Prel iminary tournament May 23 to com ­
plete 64 bracket i n Open Singles . Dr . Bud 
Mueh leisen . 7860 M ission Center Court, 
Suite 103 . San D iego , Cal i f . 92 110. 

JULY 
17-20: Canadian Klo ndike . Edmont on , 

Alberta . For full information write 
Canad ian Racquetball Associatio n, 10325 -
114 Street , No . 22 , Edm on ton , Alb .. Canada 
T5K 1S2. 

OCTOBER 
10 - 13: IRA Internat io na l Do ubles 

Champ ionsh ips , si te to be determ ined . No 
qualifying required ( Open , 18 -under 
Junio r , 35-44 Sen io r , 45 -54 Mast ers, 55 -
over Golden Maste rs) . 

NOVEMBER 
7- 10 : Canad ian Na t io nal Cham -

p1onsh1ps , Cote de L1esse Racq uet Club , 
Mon tr ea I. Ivan Velan , Cote de L1esse 
Racquet Club , 8305 Cote de Liesse Rd ., 
Mon t re a l, Que , Canada H4 T 1G5 . For fu ll 
information on any Canadian tournament , 
wri te CRA , 10325 -114 St reet. No . 22 , 
Edmon ton , A lb., Cana da T5K 1S2 

A Report to the Members 
Minutes of th e IRA Board of Dire ctor s 

telephone conf erenc e, De c. 11, 1973 : 
The meeting of the Boa r d of D irec tors 

was ca lied to order by DeWi tt Shy, 
presi de nt. at 11 a.m. CST . Thos e on the call 
were Shy , Ke n Porco , Bud Muehlei sen , 
Ge r ry Lapierre , Robert A Challenger , 
Char les Brum field , Wi lli am A. Sell ars, 
Robert Mcinerney , Larr y Lederman . Smith 
Schippers and Myron Roden ck. exec uti ve 
dire ctor . 

Professionalism vs . amateurism was 
discu ssed and a motion wa s made that , 
beginning Jan . 1, 1974 . any players who 
enter a tournament with the qualifications 
of play ing for priz e money shou ld be 
banned for one year from play i ng In IRA 
sanct ioned tournaments . The motion was 
secon ded , but was defeated by a vote of 6 
to 3 

A motion was made that a percentage of 
t ra vel expense for reg ional champions in 
various divis ions to attend the In ­
ternational Championships be paid . Motion 
was seconded , but wa s tabled for fur th er 
study and dec ision by the executive 
comm ittee . 

(The executive committee lat er adopted 
th e following schedule : Full far e and per 
diem expense for the oreviou s year 's top 
four p lace -winners in Open Singles : fare 
for regional champions in Open Single s the 
current year : half -fare for each region al 
champio n the current year in Junior . 
Women 's Senior , Ma ster s and Golden 
Masters Singles .) 

After i t was pointed out that Ohio is in 
the East Region . rather than Centra l as 
listed on a prel iminary chart . quali fying 
places were assigned to the seve n IRA 
regional tournaments as follow s : 

Qualifying is required only for Open 
Singles. The top four place-winners from 

the pr eviou s year ( Br umfiel d, Keeley , Serot 
and Schmidtke from 1973 ) would be 
exempt from qu al1fy1ng 

East was assig ned 10 places , South 10. 
Central 10, Southwest 10 , We st 12 , East 
Canada 2 and We st Canada 2. Eight places 
and any ot he r va canci es left by 110-shows 
wou ld be f il led by a one -day tournament 
the day bef ore the Internationa ls. The 
motion passed unanimou sly, 10-0 . 

A re port on the ba ll was given by Shy, 
who sa id the necessary ad1ustments had 
been maJe to improve t he bal l and that it 
was back i n product ion . Furt her im ­
provement is expected when Seamco 
receives a new supply of rubber in 
Februa ry . 

Advertising wa s discus sed an d the 
genera l consensus of the board was to 
leave adjustme n t of advert ising rates to 
the na tiona l off ice to make the magazi ne a 
paying prop osition . 

Dress code . Rule 2.5 Uni forms . was 
discussed and th ere wa s un ani mo us 
agreemen t tha t it be en forced as written . 

A motion was made and carr ied th at a 
doub les team should wear th e same or 
near ly the same color sh ir ts . different f ro m 
lh at of the opponents . Size lim itati ons for 
club emblems on t he front of th e shirt were 
di sc ussed but a dec isi on wa s def er r ed to a 
later meetin g . 

It was unanimou sly agreed th at in all 
IRA -sanc t ion ed tourn ament s, eac h player 
must show or obtain a current mem ber ship 
ca rd . 

The annual meetin g of the Board of 
Di re ctors will be May 22. 19 74 , th e day 
pr ec eding th e In t erna tio na l Si ngles 
Cha mpionship s in San D iego. The annual 
membership meetin g will be Sunday 
morning, Ma y 26 . at 9 : 30 a.m . 

The meetin g was ad1ourn ed . 
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OUR RACQUETS ARE ALWAYS CHANGING 

- For the better 

Look What Happened Last Year 

Heavier eyelets with 
larger lip radius to 
reduce string breakage 

All Ektelon racquets 
meet I RA specifications 
and have a one 
year guarantee . 

New red anodized frame 
and a bumper for our 
Rogue 

New deep channel frame 
extrusion to increase 
f lexibi lit y and durability 

Over 77 % of the player s in the 
1973 LR.A. Championships used 
an Ektelon racquet. 

7079 Mission Gorge Rd. - Suite E • San Diego, California 92120 • Phone: (714) 286-1188 
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Tournament Bracketing 

Tournament play in the International 
Racquetball Association falls into three 
basic bracketing patterns , each with 
advantages and disadvantages . They are 
single elimination, round-robin and 
double elimination . 

Of course, too, there are special types 
of brackets to meet special situations, 
such as the 1974 National Invitation Open 
Singles tournament covered elsewhere in 
this magazine . 

If you are planning a tournament, you 
might want to consider the various 
aspects of bracketing to meet your needs . 

SINGLE ELIMINATION 
Advantages: The pressure of per­

formance exists in each match, each 
player must win or he 's out. 

If the tournament is properly seeded, 
and this is a highly important factor , the 
match caliber improves progressively 
until the final match , which determmes 
first and second places. 

The number of necessary matches is 
small, one less match than the numb er of 
entries. This enables a 16-man bracket to 
be run easily in two days, round of 16 and 
quarterfinals one day , semi finals and 
finals the second day . 

This is the traditional format for 
tournaments in almost every sport, a 
system well understood by the athletes 
and spectators . 

Disadvantages: Proper seeding and 
placement in the brackets is very im­
portant. The bracket always must be 
drawn to pair the No. 1 and No. 4 seeds in 
one half, Nos. 2 and 3 in the other half. 
Thus, the two top challengers to the 
favorite play (in the semis) for the right 
to contest for the championship. In the 
quarterfinals, the pairings should be 1-8, 

4-5, 2-7, 3-6. No 5 has the best chance to 
upset No. 4, in the judgment of the 
seedings commit tee , so should be the one 
to play him . If this pairing is not 
followed, the second best man may not be 
in the finals . 

Unless extra ma tches are played, 
single elimination determines only the 
first two places . It is traditional , 
however, to match the semifinal losers 
for third and fourth places. 

Quart erfinal losers can be paired in a 
separate tournament to determine fifth 
through eighth places, but this adds to 
the match total. 

Unless there is a consolation bracket , 
some players will have only one match . 
This is unforgivable if the players have to 
travel any distance to the tournament. 
Where travel is involved, every player 
should be guarant eed at leas t two 
matches. Consolation should include 
everyone who loses his first match , even 
if he advanced one round with a bye. 

THE ROUND-ROBIN 
Advantages: Every player (or team ) 

meets every other contestant in the 
tournament, particularly valuable when 
players travel from widely divergent 
areas. Thus, they have the opportunity to 
meet players they have not encountered 
before. 

Places can be determined all the way 
from first to last. The IRA National In­
vitation scoring system , where round­
robin is used, awards .2 for every point 
scored, plus a three-point bonus for every 
game won. Based on a 31-point game, this 
makes a victory worth 9.2 points, a loss 
worth up to 6.0. 

There is continuin g effort throughout 
the tournament, since every place is 

A Tip From the Top 
By Bud Muehleisen 

The wrist cock is an essential element 
in producing a powerful swing. To prove 
this point, try hitting the ball with your 
arm alone, not cocking or breaking the 
wrist. Pfft! 

Many times during a fast exchange, 
you will not have time to fully cock the 
wrist. In that situation, the wrist 
situation, the wrist should be firmed up 
and rotated through as contact is made 
with the ball. 

Whenever possible, however, you 
should use a full wirst cock. 

To illustrate the proper wrist cock, 
assume the forehand grip and take the 
racquet to the top of the backswing on the 
forehand side. The arm should be bent 
about 90 degrees at the elbow. 
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When the wrist is fully cocked in the 
proper direction, the top--0r leading ­
edge of the racquet should be pointing 
down the arm and to the same shoulder. 
At this point, without moving your arm, 
wrist or racquet, turn your body to the 
backhand side. You will have assumed 
the proper full wrist cock for the 
backhand, except for the minor grip 
change which is made for the backhand 
grip . 

In other words, the full wrist cock is the 
same for both the forehand and 
backhand, except for the minor grip 
adjustment. 

If you have ever played golf or 
baseball, it should help you to learn the 
proper full wrist cock for racquetball. All 
are the same at the top of the swing. 

determined and a loss can be overcome 
by a good victory. 

Seeding is not important. Everybody 
meets everybody. For the crowd's sake, 
if there are two outstandin g players, they 
could be drawn to meet in the last round , 
or at a convenient time for spectators . 

Disadvantages: The mam drawback is 
the volume of matches . Such a tour­
nament almost has to span three days, 
unless there are only half a dozen entries. 

If there are eight players , each goes 
seven matches; if 10 entries , each plays 
nine ; if a dozen players, each go~s 11 
times. There's no advantage to having a 
lar ge number of courts, because only a 
few can be in use at a time, and res t 
periods mus t be scheduled . 

DOUBLE ELIMINATION 
Advantages: Combines some of the 

favorable aspects of straight-line 
bracketing and round-robin . At least two 
matches are guaranteed and one-time 
losers still can finish as high as third. 

Two players can meet a second time, 
alt hough if the bracket is properly 
pr epared , there are few rematches and 
those only in medal competition near the 
end. First round losers should be 
bracketed from top to bottom, second 
round losers from bottom to top. 

More places can be determined ac­
curately. All the early losers can be in the 
running for third and fourth places. In 
most double elimination tournaments, 
the winners bracket finals are for first 
and second places ( which makes the 
championshi p play actually single 
elimina tion). 

Consolation matches can be played to 
31 points while winners bracket matches 
go best-of-three ga m es, without 
detracting from champio nship play . 

Disadvantag es : A huge number of 
matches, many of them waiting on the 
outcome of TWO prior matches instead of 
one. Smooth schedulin g is difficult and 
eas ily develops errors . 

This is a particularly difficult style of 
play if the players are involved· in both 
singles and doubles. Almost impossible . 

SUMMATION 
Study the alternatives and pick the 

style which best suits your tournament. 
But make it clear to the players what's 
going on. When possible, draw up a court 
and time schedule for every match of the 
meet . Do your paperwork before the first 
ball is hit. 

If you have a large field, single 
elimination with consolations may be 
your best bet. 

For a small, quality field, the 31-point 
round-robin has proved highly suc­
cessful. 

If lots of exper ience is what your 
players want, dip into the double 
elimination plan. 

The IRA office has various sample 
brack eting plans available and will 
provide them for anyone who writes to 
the IRA, PO Box 1016, Stillwater, Okla. 
74074. 
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Bill Sellars and Joe Zelson . . . Champions 

Joe Zelson of St. Louis and Bill Sellars 
of Dallas won the second annual IRA 
Nation al Invitation Masters Doubles 
championship at New Castle, Pa ., by 
sweeping unbeaten through three days of 
round-robin competition . 

Zelson is a two-time former In­
ternational Masters Doubles champion 
( in 1970 and 1972, with Marlowe Phillips ) , 
while Sellars was runner-up in the 1973 
Masters Singles . 

The eight victories for Zelson-Sellars 
amassed a winning total of 73.6 points , 
based on a system of .2 for every point 
scored and a three-point bonus for every 
game won. 

Finishin g second with a 7-1 record and 
68.6 points were Sam Caiazza of New 
Castle and Gene Grapes of Irwin , Pa., the 
reigning International Golden Masters 
Doubles champions. Their only defeat 
was a t the hands of the eventual 
champions, 31-21, in the second round . 

Completing the standings were : 3-
Carl Loveday and John Halverson, 61.8; 
4-Vince Cutshall and Don Erickson , 
55.4; 5-Earl Dixon and Phil Dzuik, 
53.8; &-Bob Troyer and Al Hanke , 52.2; 
7- John Doyle and Smith Schippers , 46.4; 
8- Jvan Bruner and Chet Howard , 36.4; 
and 9- Pat Deighan and John Leech, 
28.8. 

The tournament was sponsored by the 
New Cas tle Racquetball Association, 

Don Erickson and Vince Cut shall 
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whose president is James Scarazzao. 
Tournament chairman was Bill Fray . 

others who played major roles in the 
success of the tournament were Carl A. 
Cialella and Tony Cialella , tran­
sportation; Art Haas, execut ive director 
of the host YMCA; John Kline, public 
relations; Bob Phillips, scheduling; _ 

Gene Grapes and Sam Calazza 

FIRST ROUND 
Cutsha ll-Er ickson def . Doyle-Schippers , 

31 -2 5 ; Sel l ars -Zelson def. Loveday­
Halverson, 31 -29 ; Grapes -Ca1azza def. 
Troyer -Hanke , 31 -16 ; Bruner -Howard def. 
Leech -Deighan , 31-23 . 

SECOND ROUND 
Doyle -Schippers def. Leech -Deighan, 

31 -9 ; Troyer-Hanke def. Bruner -Howard , 
31-22, Sellars -Zelson def . Grapes-Caiazza, 
31 -21; Loveday -Halverson def . Dziuk ­
Dixon , 31 -13 . 

THIRD ROUND 
Troyer-Hanke def . Doyle -Schippers, 31 -

25 ; Cutshall -Erickson def. Leech-Deighan , 
31 -16 ; Sellars-Zelson def. Bruner -Howard , 
31 -19; Grapes -Caiazza def . Dziuk-Dixon, 
31 -21. 

FOURTH ROUND 
Dziuk -Dixon def . Bruner -Howard , 31-10 ; 

Grapes -Caiazza def. Loveday -Halverson, 
31 -24 ; Cutshall -Erickson def. Troyer ­
Hanke , 31-22; Sellars -Zelson def. Doyle ­
Sch1ppers , 31-25 . 

FIFTH ROUND 
Troye r- Hanke def. Leech -Deighan , 31-

20 : Dzi uk -Dixon def. Doyle -Schippers, 31-

Donna McNicols, hostess; Len Perretti 
and Dan DeVitto, floor managers; and 
Tina Cialella and Bev Beck, scorers . 

Luke St. Aid and Tom Sweeney of State 
College, Pa., did a great job as referees 
all three days. Mr . and Mrs. Bob Dray 
were hosts to all the players and com­
mittees at their home. 

,, 

John Halverson and Carl Loveday 

21 ; Sellars -Zelson def. Cutshall -Erickson , 
3 1-11 ; Loveday -Halverson def. Bruner­
Howard , 31-15 . 

SIXTH ROUND 
Sellars -Zelson def. Leech-Deighan , 31 -

23 ; Loveday-Halverson def. Doyle­
Sch ippers , 31 -22: Grapes -Caiazza def. 
Bruner -Howard , 31 -25: Cutshall-Erickson 
def . Dziuk-Dixon , 31 -28 . 

SEVENTH ROUND 
Loveday-Halv erson def. Cutshall-

Erickson, 31-9; Dziuk -Dixon def. Leech ­
Deighan , 31-11; Grapes-Caiazza def. 
Doyle -Schippers. 31 -24; Sellars -Zelson def . 
Troyer-Hanke, 31 -27 . 

EIGHTH ROUND 
Loveday -Halverson def . Leech -Deighan , 

31 -18; Dziuk-Dixon def . Troyer -Hanke , 31 -
12: Doyle -Schippers def . Bruner-Howard , 
31-27 : Grapes -Caiazza def . Cutshall ­
E rickson. 31 -26 . 

NINTH ROUND 
Grapes -Caiazza def. Leech-Deighan , 31 -

24: Troyer -Hanke def. Loved ay-Halverson, 
31 -26 : Cutshall -Er ickson def. Bruner ­
Howard. 31 -17 ; Sellars-Zelson def. Dzi uk ­
Dixon . 31 -23 . 
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Our Seamco Racquetbal l is the 
on ly one appr oved by the Inter­
nat ional Racquetba ll Associat ion. 

It has thei r bl essin g because 
it's made of a se lec t, natural 
rubb er com pound to provide 
consister,t top performanc e in 
tournament p lay. 

What comes w ith hav ing the 
top racquetball ,n the game , of 
course, is a reputation for exce l­
lence that has to be lived up to 

for a ll the racquetball equ ipmen t 
we offer. 

Like our racque tball racqu ets . 
Take our new a luminium Paddle 
Racque t for examp le. The on ly 
really unique racquet made 
today, it features an exc lusive 
str ing sup port system eng ineered 
to prevent str ing breakage, 
is mi nus eyelets, w ires and 
grommets that can com e loose 
or break, has the b iggest swee t 

spot in the game , and offers a 
one-piece extruded frame. 

Of course , if you prefer wood 
to meta l, we have a whole slew 
of top qua lity wood en racq uet­
bal l racquets , too. 

For the best in racque tba l Is 
and racquet s see ours at you r 
pro shop or sporting goods store . 
To get our newest ca talog wr ite: 
Seamco Sporting Good s, New 
Haven, Connecticut 06503 . 

The best reason 
for you to buy our racquets 

is our racquetball. 
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Official IRA 
Intercollegiate Rules 

RULE ONE-MATRICULATION 

No one shall participate in any inter­
collegiate racquetball contest unless he 
Is a bona fide matriculated student at an 
accredited university or college (not 
business college, trade school, etc.) and 
Is regularly enrolled and doing lull work 
as defined by the regulations of the in­
stitution at which he Is enrolled . 

RULE TWO-PARTICIPATION 

1. Participation in Intercollegiate rac­
quetball shall be limited to four varsity 
years over a per io d of five consecutive 
college years counting from the date of 
matriculat ion . 

2. In the event of a student's regular 
attendance being Interrupted by military 
se rvic e In any of the armed forces, hi s 
period of eligibility shal l be Ive years ex­
clusive of his period of mil itary service, 
except fo r the years in which, during his 
military service, he may have represented 
an educationa l institution . 

3. Freshmen are e ligible for varsity 
competition in racquetbal l. Women are 
el igible . 

4. Tran sfer s tud ents or graduates 
from a Junior college may continue their 
racquetbal l competition without comply ­
ing with the one-year res idence rule . 
Total years of competition shall not ex­
ceed four years . 

5. No professional racquetball player 
shall be permitted to compete in any in­
tercollegiate tournament. However, In 
accord with intercollegiate legislation of 
1974, profes sionali sm in any other sport 
sha ll not preclude compe tition in rac­
quetball as long as the play er maintain s 
amateur standing in the sport of racquet ­
ball. 

RULE THREE-TOURNAMENTS 

1. Elig lbiilty of partic ipants shall be 
verified prior to the tournament by letter 
from the Office of the Dean of Admis ­
s ion s or Regi strar to the tournament d i­
rector, with the school seal affixed . 

2. Teams sh all consist of four player s 
from the same institution ; teams cannot 
co mpri se player s from different sc hool s 
in the sa me system (exa mpl e, University 
of Texas-Austin, Arlington and El Paso 
ca mpu ses ). Members of a doubles team 
must be from the same institution. 

3. A team of four sha ll consist of one 
player In Class A Sing les, one player in 
Clas s B Singles and one doubles team . 
No player may compete In more than 
one event. 

4. Scoring shall be as foll ows : 
Placement-The champion of each 

event shall receive 10 points, runner -up 
7 points, third place 4 points, fourth 
place 2 points . 

Advancement-A player sha ll receive 
two points for eac h match won, except 
that no advancement point s shall be 
awa rded to the winne r of the champion ­
ship finals, or the third place match . A 
forf eit or an Injury de fault shall be con­
sidered a match won . One point shall be 
awarded to a player rece iving a bye, If 
he wins his nex t match . 
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IRA Intercollegiate 
Championships--1974 

MARCH 28-31 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville , Tenn . 

ELIGIBILITY : Se e accompanying Official IRA Intercollegiate Rules. 
Each player also must be an amateur member of IRA 
-can sign up now or at tournament site . 

ENTRY FEE: $10 per player, singles; $10 per team doubles; limit one 
event . 

DEADLINE : March 15, 1974. 

OFFICIAL BALL : Seamco 558 (black) . 

RULES: Official IRA rules as published in the 1973 Handbook. 

TROPHIES : First three places in each event. First two places, team 
scoring. First place consolations. 

HOUSING AND FOOD: Information may be obtained from Randy 
Stafford , School of Health, PE & Recreation, 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tenn. 
37916 

, - - - - -ENTRY BLANK- - - - - -, 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I Enter me in □ A Singles, □ B Singles, □ Doubl es 

I Name __ _____ ___ _____ College __ __ ____ _ 
Please print 

I Address __________ City _ __ _ State __ Zip ___ _ 

I Partner 's Name _ _______ ______ _ _ 

I 
1 

Address ________ __ City ____ State _ _ Zip ___ _ 

Check □ if memb ers of college's four-player team . D No 

I Send all entries to: 

I Dr. Ben Plotnlcki 

I 
I 

I __ _ 
School of Health, PE & Recreation 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tenn. 37916 
_J 
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WESTCANADA 
By Marilyn Rankin 

We're in the planning stages again for 
our fourth annual Klondike Cham­
pionships, July 17-20 in Edmonton. 

Because of the great response for our 
1973 event, we would like to make 
suggestions to those who are planning to 
enter for '74. Last year we had 168 entries 
and because of all our categories we 
managed to play over 235 matches. 

We are more than pleased to make 
billeting arrangements , but please give 
us lots of time, as last year we were a bit 
rushed. The University of Alberta has 
twin-bedded double rooms on campus, 
across the street from the courts, but 
again we need to know in good time. 

Hotel reservations must be booked 
early, as all hotels were booked solid 
during our city 's Klondike Days . We set 
aside a block of 20 rooms on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

This year's Klondike is not the national 
tournament . The Canadian Nationals will 
be hosted by Montreal in November. 

We would like to thank all those who 
have visited us in the past and we look 
forward to seeing you again this year. 
For those who have not entered our 
Klondike, you don't know what you've 
missed . . . come and see our city, our 
country and play a little racquetball , too. 
Bring the family . . . this event is for 
everyone-veterans, beginners and non­
players . More about the Klondike in the 
next magazine report. 

EAST CANADA 
By Ivan Velan 

I am pleased to accept the position as 
western Quebec commissioner of the 
CRA. The only hesitation I had was due to 
the poor facilities for play from which to 
build up the game. 

However , John Spencer and I were 
able to convince Lou Green to add four 
courts to his complex at the Cote de 
Liesse Club and now we have an ex­
cellent base from which to promote. We 
are both quite excited about it. 

We will have the Montreal Open, 
singles and doubles, at the club February 
15-17, followed by the East Canada IRA 
Regionals March 15-17. Also, the 
Canadian National Championships now 

..... 
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are schedul ed at the club in November. 
There are two snags we hope to get 

cleared up in May. 
First, the four courts are 22 feet high, 

rather than 20 feet, due to an error in 
construction. In every other respect­
walls, floor, ceiling, lighting, ventilation, 
door, markings- the courts are second 
to none and superior to most John and I 
have played on. 

We have found that it takes only a 
minor adjustment to play a ceiling game 
and in fact makes the game more ef­
fective as fewer balls tend to come off the 
back wall. 

Either the courts will be left as-is , or 
the ceilings will be lowered next sum­
mer-decision to be made in May, 
dependent on membership, etc. 

Secondly, in May we will reach a 
crossroads on the question of mem­
bership, which will determin e if more 
courts will be added ( the land is bought 
and available), including a glass-wall 

exhibition court, if we will remain status 
quo, or possibly even if two of our 
existing courts will be converted to 
English squash. Demand and mem­
bership will decide. 

At the moment we have about 45 
members and rapidly growing interest, 
but the rate of increase in members 
curre ntly points to a status quo situation. 
By the way, the four cour ts are located in 
a row, side by side, with ample ga llery 
room to erect scaffolding for additional 
seats . 

We need the support of the CRA and 
IRA to sanction tournaments so what we 
are building up-th e best and so far, 
unfortunately, th e only major 
racquetball facility in eastern Canada­
doesn 't fizzle. 

On the positive side, we needn 't sell 
Montreal as a good city to visit and a new 
one for many racquetballers. Most of us 
are willing to play on almost anything, 
leave alone top-notch courts that are just 
10 per cent high . 

We just hosted a Montreal regional 
handball tournament during which the 
players stated they had no trouble with 
the ceiling and we added a half-dozen 
new members. 
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chapter2 
FUNDAMENTALS 

People of a ll ages and even entir e families pla y ra cquet­
ball. The exerci se afforded by racquetball keeps a person 
healthy , and the competition of the game sati sfies the 
aggressive tendencies of all individuals. Above all, 
racquetball is fun, which accounts for its increasing 
popularity. 

This chapter on fundamentals will help you increase your 
enjoyment of the game by helping you improv e your skills. 
Mast ery of the basic skills describ ed here will help you move 
on to more advan ced skills and help you use your court time 
more efficiently. In addition , you will learn the importance of 
coordinatin g your feet and arm motion , maintainin g your 
balance, and keeping constant eye contact with th e ball. 

Many of the tips that are included in this chapter have been 
provided by Char lie Brumfield, 1972-73 International Singles 
Champion . Charli e is a champion by virtue of his ability to 
avoid playin g errors and errors in game strate gy . He con­
trols each exchan ge , makin g his opponent do most of the 
moving about on the court. 

GRIP AND STROKE 
Proper grip of the racquet and the correct strok e are 

essential for playin g good racquetball. Yet because many 
pla yer s don 't tak e enough time to learn the proper grip , they 
end up not being able lo manipulat e the racquet and hit the 
ball where they want it to go. 

There ar e thre e basic racquetb all grips and strokes: 
forehand , backhand, a nd overh and. Descriptions of the 
stroke s given here are for a right-hand ed player. Left-handed 
players should substitute " left " for " right " in most in­
stanc es . 

For ehand Grip: To begin the forehand grip , pick up the 
ra cquet with your right or left hand , depending on whether 
you are right -handed or left-hand ed. Turn the racqu et so that 
lhe strin gs ar e perpendicular, not parallel, lo the floor. Now 
grip the ra cquet handle as though you were shakin g hands 
with it. You should be abl e to draw an ima ginary line from 
the racquet fram e to the base of the " V" formed by the 
junctur e of your index finger and thumb . Keep your index 
finger slightly in front of and above your thumb as though 
you were going to pull the trigge r of a gun. Pronounced 
ext ension of your index, or " tri gge r ," finger will give you 
slightly mor e control in your swing. Curve your fingers 
around the racquet handl e and grip the racqu et securely, 
makin g sure the encl of the handle is set deep into the palm of 
your hand . 

The prop er forehand grip a llows the player to hit the ball 
squar ely a nd lo send it in a str a ight line in the desired 
dir ection . If you grip the racquet so the racqu et face is closed 
( turn ed slightly toward the floor) or opened ( turned slightly 
toward the ceiling ) as it mak es cont act with the ball, your 
shot will come off the racquet al an up or down angle rath er 
than in a strai ght line . 

Fore han d Stroke: To ge l into the prop er position for the 
forehand s trok e, stand facin g the right side wall if you ar e 
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right-hand ed, the left side wall if you are left-handed. Grip 
your racquet in the proper forehand manner; bend your 
racquet arm slightly at the elbow, and cock your wrist up­
ward. Hold your forearm at a 90 degree angle to your upper 
arm and keep your elbow away from your body. Let your free 
arm han g in a natural manner, straight and relaxed. As you 
execute the forehand stroke, your free hand will follow the 
movement of your body naturally. You are now in the 
backswing, or ready, position for the forehand stroke. 

In game play you should face the front wall with your 
weight balanced equally on both feet and your eyes on the 
ball as it comes off the front wall. To execute the forehand 
stroke , you must pivot your upper body toward the right side 
wall, lower your right shoulder, and bend your right leg 
slightly at the knee . Your weight now shifts more onto your 
r ight foot, the foot closes t to the back wall. 

Then you begin to move your lower body toward the front 
wall and the ball as it comes toward you. At this point, your 
racqu et arm is s till bent at the elbow, with your wrist cocked. 
Your weight now shifts gradual ly off your right foot as you 
bring your body and arm around simultaneously until you 
ar e puttin g almost all your weight on your left foot. You 
should lime your swing in such a way that the ball is just off 
lhe instep of your left foot, the foot closest to the front wall, 
when the ra cquet strikes it. 

Don't stop the flowing motion of your lower body as you 
make contact with the ball. Hit the ball squarely and firmly, 

... 

Follow-through Is Important to forehand stroke. 
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Balance, shifting weight forward , body pivot and follow-through are all keys to the backhand stroke . 

with a fully exte nded arm and an uncocked, not stiff, wr is t. 
As you hit lhe ba ll, your a rm , wr ist , and ra cquet should form 
a s tr a ight line of power to propel lhe ba ll towa rd the fron t 
wall . 

Don 't s top your arm motion afte r you hit the ball. Let your 
arm follow thr ough by bending it at the elbow and movi ng it 
ac ross your chest and slightly above your left shoulder . 

Eventuall y, with practice, you will be abl e lo calc ulate 
m enta lly the possibl e r eturn s your opponent m ay make of 
your forehan d shot. Knowing lhis, you can imm edia tely 
mov e in the ilirection of his shot before he m akes it . Your 
body should be in constan t motion, not re laxing even af ter the 
hit and follow throu gh. If you stop and sta rt your body, the 
ba ll will be return ed before you can reac t , and it will be 
impossib le for you to hit it before it bounces twice on the 
floor. 

A rul e of thumb in racquetball is to keep your eyes on the 
ba ll a t a ll times, especially as lhe bal l moves into the hitting 
ar ea a nd makes contac t with your rac quet. 

Char lie Brum field wa tches lhe ba ll move into the hit t ing 
are a and then looks at his r ac quet , maintainin g that this 
tec hniqu e helps h im to judge the ball 's dista nce from lhe 
point of contac t. As Charli e says, "Once the ba ll is in the 
hittin g ar ea, you 'd better be rea dy to st rik e it without 
hesit a ting. Otherwi se, lhe ball will get pas t you, and then 
you'r e not going to be able to hit it any where ." 

Backhand Grip: Most playe rs ad jus t their gr ip slightly for 
backhand shots. If you don't, your rac quet face will be open 
(an gled upwar d) when you make contac t with the ball. Your 
shot will then float ; tha t is, the ba ll will come off yow· 
r acquet face with less forc e, tr aveling with less spee d and 
gr eat er height towa rd the front wa ll. Your opponent thus will 
ga in additional tim e to get into position to re turn the shot. 

For the proper backhand grip , gr asp the r acquet in your 
r ight hand in the handshake grip you learne d for the 
foreh and , with the rac quet face perp enilicular to lhe floor . 
Looking down at the edge of the r acquet fram e, angle the 
hea d of the r acquet 2 inches to the right ( or left, for left. 
hand ers) by turnin g your wri st. As lhe ra cquet hea d is turn ed 
to the right , your hand will slide na turall y to the left in order 
to m aintain your grip on lhe ra cqu et. This slight adj ustm ent 
of your gr ip for the backh and strok e allows your r acquet to 
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hit lhe ball square ly, with the face per penilicular to the floor. 
The backhand gr ip m ay feel a bit unnat ural at first. Yet , 

combin ed with the proper bac khand stroke, this grip will help 
you make backhand shots efficiently and with maximum 
power . 

Backhand Stroke: To assume the bac khand rea dy 
position , sta nd facing the left side wall if you are rig ht­
handed, the r ight side wall if you are left-ha nded . Your arm 
should be bent at a 90 deg ree an gle at the e lbow and should be 
across your mi dsectio n toward the left side of your body 
( r ight side if left-ha nded) . Your wri st should be cocked up­
ward, and lhe top of the racquet frame should be pointed at 
the back wall. Keep your r ac quet a rm out, a w~y from your 
body, with your elbow in line with the ce nter of your mid ­
sectio n. 

Your feet should be 4-6 inches apart, with your lefl foot 
slightly in bac k of your r ight foot and para llel with the back 
wall. Your weight will be on your left foot in the bac khand 
ready posit ion , with your le ft leg bent slightly at the knee . 

As the ball ap proaches, your weight should shift grad ually 
to your r ight foot. Some players twist their upper body to the 
left, towa rd the bac k wa ll, as the ball approac hes. However, 
there is not always t ime for lh is added body motio n, even 
though some players find that it gives lhem more power in 
their backhand s troke. 

Your lower body must turn toward the front wall as you 
brin g your bent ar m and cocked wri st into lhe hittin g area . 
Many playe rs like to bend forwa rd fro m the wa ist slightly as 
they turn toward the front wall. Strike the ball when it passes 
the inste p of your r ight foot. Str a ighte n your r ight leg as you 
shift your weight forwa rd to face the front wall. As in the 
foreha nd, make sure you hit the ba ll square ly, with the 
rac quet face per penilicular to lhe floor , s tr a ightening your 
arm and wr ist after you s trik e the ba ll. If your r acquet face is 
not perpe nilicula r lo the floor when your racq uet crosses 
yow· r ight foot to hit the ba ll, check to see if you are us ing the 
proper backhand gri p. 

The follow through shouldn' t be elaborate or wide­
swinging. Ju st let your backh and arm come aro und na tur ally 
as you pivot your body toward the front wall. Wide "sweeps" 
of your rac quet on lhe follow thr ough will crea te a sa fety 
haza rd for you and your opponent, so they should be avoided. 
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Ideally, your backhand should be as strong as your 
forehand, thereby challenging your opponent to play 
anywhere in the court. Yet there are few, if any, players who 
have equally strong forehand and backhand stro kes. Most 
players find that the backhand requires considerably more 
time lo mas ter and perfect than the forehand. Playing often 
against more skilled opponents will help develop your 
backhand because better players will notice if you have a 
weak backhand and will force you to play it. 

Overhand Grip : The overhand grip is the same as the 
forehand grip except that the player faces the front, not the 
side, wall to execute an overhand shot. The overhand often is 
used to retrieve shoulder-or head-hi gh ceiling balls or to 
execute overhand kill or drive shots. If you can take the ball 
knee high, however, don't use the overhand stroke; use the 
backhand or forehand strokes instead. 

Overhand Stroke: The over hand ready position is similar 
lo the posit ion you assume to throw a ball. Using the proper 
grip , stand facing the front wall, with your feet slightly apart 
and your weight evenly balanced on both feet. Your right 
arm should be brOllght back slightly behind your body over 
your ri ght shoulder . Make sure your forearm is bent at the 
elbow, forming a 90 degree angle with the upper arm. Your 
wrist should be cocked back slightly. 

As the ball approaches , shift your weight back slightly , 
moving your right foot toward the back wall and bending 
your knees a littl e. As the ball comes into the hitting area, 
about one foot in front of your body, swing your arm while 
shifting your weight forward to your left foot. Make contact 
with the ball by bringing your racquet face straight down, in 
line with your right foot. Hit the ball with the racquet face 
almost parallel to the front wall, uncocking your wrist at the 
moment of contact to put full power behind the ball as you let 
your weight flow forward naturally . Follow through by let­
ting your arm straighten and come down ac ross your body 
toward you r left kn ee. 

When completed, the overhand shot leav es the player in a 
somewhat awkward position , with his racquet arm extended 
across hi s body and his weight on his left foot. A really for­
ceful overhand shot may turn the player 's body toward the 
side wall , leaving him all tied up and out of position to watch 
U1e ball as it is returnerl to him. 

The overhand shot (below) is an effec tive cha nge of pace 
weapo n in racquetball , but it is the least contr ollab le of the 
three s trok es. For this reason, it is best to use the overhand 
only lo hit or retrieve ceiling shots or when you can 't take the 
ball knee high . 

FOOTWORK 
An effective forehand, backhand, or overhand shot 

requires that the player constan tly concent rat e on the 
position and movement of hi s feet . Many tour name nt players 
who hit the ball with great skill and coordinat e their hand s 
and eyes effective ly often use sloppy footwork. Despite the 
fact that they are off-balance , these players somehow 
manage to return their opponents' shots with sk ill and power. 

• 
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Because some tournament players consistently win games 
despite poor footwork, proper form is forgotten altogether. 
Yet these players would be even better if they used proper 
footwork. 

No matter what shot you are executing-forehand, 
backhand, or overhand- your feet never should be separated 
more than the width of your shoulders when you are in the 
ready position. Ideally your feet will be 4-6 inches apart. A 
good player keeps his body weight moving- toward the ball 
as it approaches and toward the front wall as the ball is hit. 
Thus, the foot that is closest to the front wall receives most of 
the player's weight at the conpletion of a shot. 

When your opponent hits the ball, you should try to 
determine where it is likely to land . If you don't move fast 
enoug h to the position on the court where the ball is likely to 
land as it comes off the wall, you will be rushed to get into the 
backswing for the return . The ball will be past you before you 
can hit it squarely with the full power of your arm and wrist. 
By getting into position before the ball comes into the hitting 
area, you will be able to hit the ball squarely with the full face 
of your racquet. If you are not in position , you probably will 
hit the ball with the racquet face angled upward; this will 
cause the shot to go high on the front wall, an easy ball for 
your opponent to retrieve. 

BACK WALL 'FECHNIQUE 
Most beginning racquetball players hesitate to use the 

back wall of the court. Many of them hit the ball while it is 
sti ll in the air with an overhand shot before it reaches the 
back wall. As you improve your sk ills in racquetball, you will 
learn to use the back wall to your advantage. 

A good rule to remember is never to take a ball out of the 
air when you can play it off the back wall. Once you see that 
the ball is going to strike the back wall, check to see where 
your opponent is standin g on the court. If he is off to one side 
of the court, it may be best lo pick the ball out of the air and 
drive it overhand lo his opposi te side . If your opponent is 
dominating center court, position yourse lf facing the side, 
not back, wall al the place on the court where you think the 
ball will rebound when it comes off the back wall. Get behind 
the ball , letting it drop to knee level before you attempt to 
return it with a forehand or backhand stroke. Don't rush your 
shot, even if the ball bounces once before it hits the back wall 
and looks as though it might be very close to the floor on its 
rebound from the back wall. Let the ball come into the proper 
hitt ing area before you str ike it. 

When you take a ball off the back wall, keep an eye on your 
opponent's cour t position, and make your return a shot that 
he will find difficult to retrieve. 1f your opponent is standing 
in back cou rt behind the rec eiving line, hit the ball toward the 
lower right or left corne r of front court. If your opponent is in 
front court , hit the ball with enought force so that it rebounds 
off the front wall and goes behind your opponent before he 
can react. But don 't strike the ball so hard that it rebounds off 
the front wall and hits the back wall again or your opponent 
will be ab le to recover and set up for the return, and you will 
have lost your advantage . 

If you are trul y determined to learn racquetball , you must 
practice the fundamentals of the forehand, backha nd , and 
overhand strokes and the technique of taking the ball off the 
back wall. You must practice constantly if you hope to play 
the game with a satisfac tory degree of pr oficiency. Charlie 
Brumfield lea rn ed racquetb a ll when he was 18 years old. He 
practiced five hours a day, eve ry day, hittin g hundreds _of 
shots. It's no wonder that he has turned out to be an m-
ternational champion. . 

If you play racquetball main ly for fun and exercise: yo_u 
probably won't want to practice five hours a day . Th_e po111t 1 · 

that the amo unt of practice, both alone and dunn g com ­
petition. is directly related to the rate _ of improvem ent ~~ 
your playing skills. The say ing, "Practice makes perfect. 
certain ly app lies to racquetball. 
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They're the Only Ones You've Got 

By Dr. Ben Milder 
Washington University, St. Louis 

What ever happened to Harry? Harry 
who? You know, Harry-the tall south­
paw in the finals of last year's tour­
nament. 

Oh, TIIAT Harry. His best friend hit 
him in the eye with a racquetball! 

The doctor who operated on his eye for 
a retinal detachment told him he couldn't 
touch a racquet for at least six months , 
more probably a whole year . 

This really isn't a very funny opening 
for an article, but there isn't anything 
funny about an eye injury . Harry ex­

ploded many of the myths about eye 
injuries . Unfortunately, he did it the hard 
way. 

What are some of the myths he ex­
ploded? 

Every handball, racquetball and 
squash player recognizes that these 
sports have a consideralbe potential for 
injury about the face and eyes, because 

they are high-speed games in a small, 
enclosed area . Human nature being what 
it is, we all assume such injuries always 
will happen to the other guy. 

Don't you believe it! 
At the St. Louis JCC, which has hosted 

three IRA tournaments, there are ap­
proximately three such injuries a week-
150 per year! Any industrial plant would 
be out of business with such an accident 
record. 

It is commonly assumed that the 
possibility of injury is greater with the 
inexperienced player. Again, don't you 
believe it! 

There is no credible data to support 
this notion. Within the past month , Aaron 
Fenster, one of St. Louis' ranking hand­
ball players, suffered an eye injury . And 
more recently , Kenny Wong, one of the 
nation's top 10 racquetball stars, was 
hospitalized with an internal eye 
hemorrhage suffered in a match with a 
player of the same caliber. 

It is scarcely necessary to add that 
these athletes now wear protective eye 
gear in competition . 

Harry said he figured all he had was a 
"shiner" and since a "shiner" is only a 
bruise, it would clear up with out any 
problem. Don't you believe it! 

It is true that a " shiner" or black eye 
results from bleeding into the soft tissues 
of the eye socket and under the skin and 
that this blood, together with the 
associated swelling of the lids, will clear 
with time. However, the swelling and 
discoloration of the lids may mask a 

26 

fracture of bones of the eye socket, or 
damage to the eye muscles, or serious 
injury to the eye itself. 

Every such injury should be evaluated 
promptly by an ophthalmologist ( a 
physician specializing in eye care). Eye 
socket fractures are not rare. Early 
recognition and treatment may avoid 
later problems with the muscles which 
control eye movements . 

"If it doesn't hurt, the eye is OK." 
Don't you believe it! 

True , an abrasion of the cornea will be 
quite painful. However, blunt injury of 
the eye may produce hemorrhage , iritis 
(internal inflammation of the eye) or 
even retinal detachment, without the 
symptom of pain. 

Besides, thought Harry, there couldn't 
be anything seriously wrong with the 
injured eye, since he could see pretty 
well. Don't you believe it ! 

Hemorrhage within the eye may ap­
pear immediatel y, or slowly over a 
per iod of hours . Inflammation resultin g 
from contusion ( blunt injury ) to the eye 
may not become apparent for hours , or 
even until the next day , so that absence of 
immediate blurring of vision doesn 't 
preclude the possibility of internal injury 
to the eye. 

" If the eye clears up in a few days , 
there is no need to worry about it any 
further. " Don't you believe it! That is 
where Harry "blew it ". 

The three most important late com­
plica tions of forceful blunt eye injury are 
cataract, glaucoma and ret inal detach­
ment. While none of these is extremely 
common, it only has to happen to you 
once and you've become a statistic! 

"Ca taract " is the term used to 
describe any opacification ( loss of 
Transparency ) of the crystalline lens 
inside the eye. This lens functions just 
like a lens in a camera to focus images 
clearly on the retina ( which plays the 
same role in the eye that photographic 
film does in a camera ). Loss of clarity in 
the lens would, of course, reduce the 
vision. While such loss of clarity is, to 
some degree, usual with senescence, it 
may be brought about by blunt injury to 

Dr . Benjamin Milder is associate 
professor of clinical ophthalmology at the 
Washington Univers ity School of Medicine, 
St . Louis, Mo ., and consulting 
ophthalmologist to the St. Louis Cardinals 
baseball team . He is an avid racquetball 
enthusiast. 

the eye, and is called a "traumatic 
cataract" . 

"Glaucoma" is the medical term 
describing increased pressure within the 
eye. Just as an automobile tire can be 
over-inflated with air , the fluid pressure 
within an eye, if it becomes high, may 
bring about gradual, but permanent , loss 
of vision. Certain blunt injuries to the eye 
can lead to the condition of glaucoma , 
which may not appear tmtil many years 
after the injury! 

Where Harry "blew it" was in 
assuming that his eye was well because 
thr ee days after his accident, he was free 
of symptoms and his vision was "20-20". 
Actually , here was a hole in the 
peripheral area on his retina . The retina 
is a cellophane-thin layer which records 
the images (like photographic film ) and 
is the most important structure in the 
eye. The retina is attached to the inside 
surface of the eyeball, held in place 
partly by the normal fluid pressure 
within the eye . A small tear in this 
thin layer may result in the enti r e retina 
coming loose- " detachin g" . When this 
happened to Harry, after two weeks, he 
then noted loss of his vision. Fortunately, 
prompt surgery by a skil1ed eye surgeon 
resulted in successful reattachm ent of 
the ret ina, with only a small loss of 
vision-but he 'll be off the courts for 
about a yea r. 

Could Harry 's accident have been 
prevented? You'd better believe it! If he 
had been wearing protec tive glasses or a 
protective eye guard, the ball would not 
have been driven straight into his eye. 

But Harry always said, like many 
others , "Those things wil1 hamp er my 
game". Don't You Believe it! Almost 100 
per cent of the players who have adopted 
prote ct ive eye gear for racquetball or 
handball have found that they can 
rapidly accustom themselv es to the use 
of these devices. These include top 
rankin g national play ers as well as 
beginners . Harry already has his pair, 
even though he won't be using it until 
next summer ! 

Okay, Harry , we get the message ­
what can we do about it ? That's easy! 

1. Wear protective eye gear . 
2. Convene a representativ e group to 

esta blish national standards; to research 
the availability, cost and quality of such 
prote ctive eye wear . 

3. Make their use mandatory in 
tournaments. 

4. Make them required in your club, 
university or YMCA. 

5. Buy them for your friends-for 
Christmas , birthday , or as a " get well 
gift" when they are recoverin g from an 
eye injury. 

6. If you really can't mana ge to 
safeg uard your eyesight while playing 
handball, racquetball or squash, switch 
to table tennis. 

Don't leave your brains in your locker 
when you walk on the courts! 
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Serot Sweeps 
Steve Serot swept three straight 

matches, without giving up more than 
nine points to any opponent, to win the 
Chanukah Festival of Eights in St. Louis. 
Serot downed Ken Wong, 21-4, 21-5, in the 
finals of Class A men's singles. 

Jon Fuhrer won men 's open, 13-21, 21-
20, 21-20, over Jeff Gitt. Other champions 
were Bob Hardcastle in men's B, Larry 
Samuels in men 's B-1, Ben Koltun in 
men's B-2, Ron Gerstein in men's B-3, 
Oren Conway in men's B-4, Fred Kreis in 
masters , Herman Beitch in M-1, Sam 
Goldman in golden masters , Nancy 
Zelson in women's A, Barbara Halpern in 
women's B, Nancy Lockwood in women's 
novice , Bruce Sabin in men's novice, 
Sam Mezines in men 's N-1, Jerry Spitzer 
in men's N-2 and Ward Leber in Boys' 14-
under. 

Wright Wrallies 
Pete Wright of Fort Worth rallied after 

losing the first game and defeated Myron 
Roderick of Stillwater, Okla ., 12-21, 21-16, 
21-14, to win the fifth annual Dallas Open 
tournament . 

Luther Bernstein of Dallas downed his 
doubles partner, Tom McKie, 21-20, 21-20, 

TOURNAMENT MODEL 

for third place, with Jerry Linton of 
Altus, Okla., winning consolations. 

Bernstein and McKie handled Wright 
and Roderick, 21-15, 21-8, in the doubles 
finals. 

Peggy Steding , International women's 
cham pion from Odessa, Texas , cap tured 
Class B singles, 21-20, 21-16, over Chuck 
Johnson of Dallas, with Armando Cortez 
of Houston placing third, 21-11, 21-20, 
over Jim Conlin of Odessa . Steve Mon­
toya of Dallas won B consolations. 

Peggy and Conlin defeated Cortez and 
Kevin Meyer, 6-21, 21-9, 21-17, in B 
doubles . B. J . Knott of Dallas won 
Masters singles over Bruce Alger of 
Dallas , 21-7, 21-9. 

It's Chemistry 
Columbus Central YMCA and Ashland 

Chemical Co. of Dublin, Ohio, matched 
up their best six players in an interesting 
dual meet, with Ashland posting a six­
point victory . 

The tournament was played in two 
phases . First, a head-to-head meeting of 
No. 1 vs. No. 1, No. 2 vs. No. 2, etc ., 
similar to a tennis meet. Each game 
scored five points and Ashland led by 10. 

Then followed a single elimination 
tournament, with opposing players 
matched throughou t the first round. 
Each game victory was two points and 

Bandido Carbon 1050 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 25.00 

All AROUND AND TOURNAMENT PLAY 
Bandido & Little Bandido 17.50 

MOST POPULAR MODELS 
Swinger N.S. Littl e Swinger .. 13.75 
RBE 10.00 

13188 
7 Ply Laminate Nylon Strung 11.00 

13175 
IRA Approved Aluminum . . . 20.00 

13126 
I RA Approved TLP Extrud ed Aluminum . . . 25.00 

WHOLESALE PRICES ON REQUEST 

in stock-RACQUETBALL RACQUETS by Leach 

JAl\.:UARY 1974 

RACQUETBALL TROPHIES AT BETTER THAN WHOLESALE PRICES 

Wholesale prices available to sporting goods stores, colleges, 
YMCA's, IRA Racq uet B a ll clubs only . All individuals must pay 
reta i l pr ices . 

SEAMCO # 558 
IRA Approved Racquetballs . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . 12.00/DOZ. 

RACQUET BALL GLOVES 
Right or Left Hand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . 2.75/ PR. 

Seamco # 559 Green Official Racquetball . . . . . . . . . . . 12.65/ DOZ. 

WRITE FOR WHOLESALE PRICES PLEASE 

Sports Awards Co. 
4351 N. MILWAUKEE AVE., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60641 
Telephone: Area Code 312/ 282 -8060 
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Central won that phase, 14-10, to close the 
final gap to six. 

Playing for the YMCA were Don 
Schiefer, John Norton, Art Payne, Phil 
White, Larry Shell and Bill White. 
Ashland had John Tedlie, Rob West , 
Charlie Webb, John Loyd, Rod Naro and 
Jim Leggett . Schiefer, was undefeated 
throughout the day . 

The tournament pointed up the ad­
vantage of having companies install 
racquetball courts for their employes . 
Ashland Chemical also has held similar 
dual meets with Ashland Oil of Kentucky 
and more are planned . 

Did You Say ... ? 
Perhaps setting a record for the oddest 

name of the year, Tacoma held its first 
one-day tournament, the Quickie 
Outhouse Open, under sponsorship of Art 
Redford's septic tank service. Match 
play was one 31-point game, consolations 
a 21-point game. 

Doug Moore of Aberdeen, Wash., beat 
Jeff Smith of Vancouver, Wash., 31-29, to 
win open singles . Moore, who stands 5-5, 
never quits moving and will call time out 
to practice kill shots. He makes the 
average player tired just watching him. 
Smith is a very improved player who 
bears watching. 

8ob Lund of Portland defeated Tom 
Graham of Olympia, 21-19, for singles 
consolation. Phil Swartz of Vancouver, 
B. C., swept through Class B, beating 
Corky Hathaway of Aberdeen , 31-14, in 
the finals . Joe Bernhardt of Olympia won 
colso lation . 

Novice singles was a battle of the 
Swartz brothers, Allan winning over 
Brian, 31-27. Enthusiasm ran very high, 
particularly in the novice division, where 
the future of racquetball lies. Special 
thanks to Art Redford, Steve Murata, 
Fred Brown and Judy Williams. 

Carini Careens 
Joe Carini captured the Milwaukee 

open singles city championship by 
def ea ting Jim White in the finals, with 
Bill Jukich taking third place. 

The city doubles title went to Mike 
Mullins and Dan Trost for the fifth 
straight year, with White and John Fazio 
second, Al Sterner and Bob Keenan third 
and Claud Manning and Fred Vetter 
taking consolations. 
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Trophy winners In the Birmingham Closed area, from left : Bruce Gordon, Larry 

French, David Johnson, Jim Jordan, Ben Dowdey and Andy Smith . 

Loop Films Due 

Athletic Institute, the world ' s largest 
producer of educational loop films, is 
planning a series of loop films on 
racquetball, which will be available for 
sale to all educational institutions and 
libraries . 

The film will consist of about a dozen 
31/2-minute loops and will be a highly 
professional project requiring three or 
four days of shooting and about $25,000 
investment . 

"This film series will be a great asset 
to the iJromotion and development of 
racquetball, " said IRA Executive 
Director Myron Roderick in announcing_ 
the project. 

Dan Trost and Mike Mulllns rule MIi­
waukee dowbles for tilth year. 

Birmingham 

Jim Jordan captured the A Flight 
~ingles championship in the third annual 
Birmingham Racquetball Association 
closed tournament, defeating Ben 
Dowdey , 21-15, 21-12, in the finals. Joe 
Bluestein won consolation over Bob 
Shields. 

Jim Rotenstreich won B flight over 
Bruce Gordon , 21-9, 21-7, with Larry 
French taking consolation. David 
Johnson and Dowdey prevailed in 
doubles , 21-5, 14-21, 21-16, over Jordan 
and Andy Smith. 

Japan, Too 
Major Ward A Pfeifle won the Fifth Air 

Force-Kanto Plains singles tournament 
open to all air force personn el assigned to 
the Tachikawa area in Japan , including 
four installations near Tokyo. 

Ward's wife , Sarah, reports that 
racquetball has caught on in "a rather 
fantastic manner" in the last three 
years, even though there are only two 
courts in the whole area . " Although with 
a little fast talking and some diagrams, 
one can purchase a racquet in Tokyo ," 
she adds, "But the sport has not caught 
on with the Japanese themselves-yet . If 
it ever does, it can be asswned that in 
almost no time, thousands of new courts 
will spring up ." 

The Pfeifles will be returning to the U. 
S. shortly, living in Pomona , Calif. 
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Cactus Country 
The first Fort Huachuca Invitational 

tournament, with players invited from 
Tucson, Davis-Monthan AFB and Fort 
Huachuca, was a complete success . The 
seven players competed on a round-robin 
basis with 15-point games. 

After six hours of play, the final 
standings were 1-Major Peter F . 
Crummey, 6-1, Fort Huachuca; 2-Ken 
Kurtz, 5-2, Tucson; 3--Capt. Ray Huot, 4-
2, Davis-Monthan. 

Later, a Pot-Luck Draw doubles 
tournament was held over a three-day 
span. Crummey and David Shinn went 
through unbeaten , with Robert Stevens 
and Alan Biskey placing second. Similar 
singles and doubles tournaments are 
scheduled each month . 

Fort Huachuca winners , from left: Capt. Ray Huot, third; Major Peter Crummey, 
champion; Ken Kurtz, second. 

Cowgirl Steals Cowboy Show 
The third annual Cowboy Open at 

Oklahoma State University drew a field 
of 93 entries in eight divisions-open, B, 
masters , novice and intercollegiate 
singles and open, Band masters doubles . 

The Class B, novice and intercollegiate 
singles were tremendously successful, 
emphasizing that more and more tour­
naments should offer these divisions . 

In the open singles finals, Myron 
Roderick of Stillwater defeated Tom 
McKie of Dallas, 21-13, 21-11. Roderick 
and Mike Bartlett of Tulsa won open 
doubles over Marvin Keener and John 
Jobe of Stillwat er, 21-9, 19-21, 21-14. 

But the star of the tournament-­
particularl y with the fans-was In­
ternational women's champion Peggy 
Steding of Dallas, who won the Class B 
singles by defeating Virgil Thurman of 
Dallas, 16-21, 21-19, 21-20. 

While Roderick and McKie were 
playing for the open title on one court 
before about 20 spectators, Peggy (an d 

Virgil) had a gallery of more than 150 on 
another court. Does that tell you 
something, fellows? 

Other champions were V. Z. Lawton of 
Norman in masters singles, Lawton and 
Kenneth Denny of Midwest City in 
masters doubles, Bob Oldham and Doug 
Aichele of Stillwat er in B doubles, Tim 
Tripp of Stillwater in novice singles and 
David Van Zant of Stillwater in in­
tercollegiate singles. 

OPEN SINGLES 
Finals : Myron Roderick, Stil lwater , def. 

Tom McK1e, Dallas , 21-13 , 21 -11. Th ird : -
Marvin Keener , Stillwater, def. Luther 
Berstein, Dall as, 21 - 14 , 21 -17 . Con ­
solation : Richard Walker, Dallas , def. 
Mars hall Snipes , Oklahoma City , 21 -16, 19 -
21, 21-4 . 

OPEN DOUBLES 
Finals : Roderick -Mike Bartlett, Tulsa 

def . Keener -John Jobe , Stillwater, 21 -9, 19 -
21, 21 -14 . Third: McKie -Bernstein def. 
Walker -Virgil Thurman, Dallas , 21 -10, 21 -
15 . 

Peggy Stedlng Cowboy B singles champ, Is flanked by Virgil Thurman, seco nd' 
and Mike Crooch , ~hird. Novice winners, from left: Rich Calmus, second; Tim Tripp, 

champion; John Paulin, third . 
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CLASS B SINGLES 
Finals : Peggy Steding , Odessa, I exas, 

def . Thurman, 16 -21, 21-19 , 21 -20 . Thir­
d : M ike Crooch , Stillwater , def. Larry 
Curts, St illwater, 21 -4, 21-7 . Consolation : 
Kevin Meyer , Houston, def. Joh n Sm ith, 
Stillwater , 21-11 , 21 -13 . 

CLASS B DOUBLES 
Finals : Bob "Oldham-Doug A ichele , 

Stil lwater , def. Meyer-Scott Reisbord, 
Houston, 21-18. 20-21, 21 -19. Third-Jerry 
Myers -Jim McPherson , Oklahoma City, def. 
Lar ry Curts -Mike Curts , Stillwater , 21 -4, 
2 1-9 . 

MASTERS SINGLES 
Finals : V. Z. Lawton , Norman, def. Lorne 

Dexter , Tulsa, 21-15 , 21-16 . Third: Jobe 
def . Dave Hesse l, St illwater, 17-21, 21-8, 
21 -2 0 . Consolat ion : Kenneth Denny , 
Midwest City . def . Ed Grula , Stillwater, 16-
21, 21 -7 , 21-19 . 

MASTERS DOUBLES 
Finals: Lawton-Denny def. John 

Rutherford -Jay Leib, Tulsa , 21 -13 , 21 -14. 
Third : Grula-J . J . Crockett , Stillwater , def. 
Roger Koeppe-John Ba le, Stillwater, 21-7, 
16 -21. 21-10. 

NOVICE SINGLES 
Finals: T im Tripp , Stillwater, def. 

Richard Calmus, Tu lsa, 10 -2 1, 21 -14 , 21 -
10 . Third : John Paulin . Wichita , def . 
Robert Flagler , Norman, 2 1-18 , 21 -3. 
Consolation : Ron Mc New, St illwater. def. 
Jim Shobe , Wichita, 21 -12 , 21 -18 . 

INTERCOLLEGIATE SINGLES 
Finals: David Van Zant , Stillwater , def. 

Mike Bowles, Stillwater, 21 -13, 21 -13 . 
Third : Re isbord def. Larry Barnes, 
Stillwater, 21-16, 21 -19 . Con ­
solation : Enos Stover, Stillwater. def. Dan 
Crane, Stillwater, 21 -14. 21-16. 

New Mexico 
The first New Mexico Open singles and 

doubles championships were held at New 
Mexico State U, Las Cruces, with entries 
from Texas and Mexico joining the hom e 
state. Four regulation court s with a 
synthetic floor were ava ilable. 

Bob Geske of El Paso, with stea dy play 
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throughout, defeated Mario Navarro of 
Juarez, Mexico, 21-20, 21-7, to win the 
singles championship. 

To reach the finals, Geske defeated 
John Hellard, 3-21, 21-19, 21-18, and John 
Reznik, 21-11, 21-16, while Navarro 
downed Bob Notley, 21-18, 21-14, and 
Scott Dial , 21-7, 21-15. Notley defeated 
Hellard for third and Craig Hairston won 
consolation . 

Notley and Hellard won doubles , 21-13, 
21-14, over Geske and Navarro , with 
Reznik and Tom Hoeksema third. 
Another open tournament is plann ed at 
Las Cruces duri.ng the spring . 

New Courts 
The Northeast YMCA of Buffalo, N.Y., 

opened two new racquetball courts with 
an exhibition match between Charlie 
Garfinkel and Chuck Wurzer. The courts, 
part of an over-all expansion of the Y, are 
fully air-conditioned, have glass back 
walls for viewing and small second floor 
galleries. 

A crowded gallery watched Garfinkel 
and Wurzer play one hard-fought game. 
Wurzer jwnped out to a 9-3 lead, hitting 
excellent ceiling shots and keeping Gar 
off balance, but the long rallies of ceiling 
balls tired Wurzer and Garfinkel came on 
strong with passing and kill shots and 
won, 21-15. Joe Dsida , president of the 
Western New York Racquetball 
Association, served as referee. 
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New Mexico trophy winners, from left, 
front: John Hellard and Bob Notley; back: 
John Reznik, Bob Jeske and Mario Na­
varro. 

Arizona Active 
One of the first official functions of the 

newly formed Arizona State Racquetball 
Association was the conduc ting of a Class 
C tournament , which drew 33 entries. 

Bob Fijal defeated Jim Speer, 21-17, 21-
16, for the championship . The tour­
nament at the Downtown YMCA used a 
single elimination format and was 
scheduled over a four-week period. 
Trophies were furnished by the YMCA 
ra cquetball fund . 

Indiana's Ready 
The Indiana State Singles Cham­

pionship will be held Mar ch 22-24 in 
Bloomington. All corresp ondence should 
be direct ed to Brian Parro tt, tournament 
chairman , 915 E igenmann , Indiana 
Universit y, Blooming ton, Ind. 47401. 

Competition will be in open, women's 
and senior ( 40-over ) divisions , with 
trophies for two pla ces and consolations . 
It will be the fir st r acquetball tour­
nament in Indiana open to all residents of 
the state , regardless of club affiliation. 

A Grand Slam 
Stillwat er , long a stronghold for 

racquetb all in the state , captured top 
honors in the first Oklahoma Racquetball 
Champi onships a t the Grand Slam 
Athleti c Club in Oklahoma City. Fift y 
entries competed in ()pen, Class B and 
Masters singles and open doubles at the 
new four-cour t facility. 

Myron Roderick won t he sta te 
championship using lots of hustle and 
strong kill shots to defeat Roland Trea t in 
the all-Stillwater open finals , 21-12, 21-9. 
Roder ick earlier defeated Mike Ca rr and 
Hal Clifford. 

Roderick teamed with Mike Crooch to 
down Walla ce Hard y and J err y Linton 
for the doubles championship. Marvin 
Keener and J ohn Jobe , beate n by Hard y­
Linton in the semi finals , came back to 
take third pla ce over Clifford and 
Marshall Snipes. 

V. Z. Lawton of Norman defeated Dave 
Hessel of Stillwater for the Masters title , 
21-12, 21-3, with Ed Grula third. Gary 
Hinkle won Class B over Ken Smith , 15-
21, 21-19, 21-6, to advanc e to the A ranks 
for the futur e . Frank Stone was third. 
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Dominating the Winona Holiday tournament were, from left: Tom and Joe Wirkus, 

second In doubles; and Paul lkier and Bill Schmidtke •, doubles champs. Schmidtke 
defeated lkier in the singles finals . Al left, Bob Sheldon and Curl Rohrer were 1-2 in 
seniors. 
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Oklahoma Masters finals saw V. Z. Law­
ton (left) defeat Dave Hesser. 
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Upset for Hegg 
Mark Hegg won the championship of 

the Sioux Falls Open racquetball tour­
nament in South Dakota, upsetting 
form er IRA champion Bill Schmidtke, 21-
1, 21-19, in the finals. Hegg and John 
Rude kept the doubles title in Sioux Falls, 
too, beating Ron Strom of St. Cloud and 
Paul !kier of Minneapolis, 21-10, 21-15, in 
the finals . 

Cathy Conlin won women's singles over 
Kay McDonald, 15-21, 20-11, injury 
default, and Don Grebin captured 40-<>ver 
singles over defending champion Bob 
Schmidt , 21-19, 21-11. Dick Sisler and Lee 
Stewart beat Schmid t and Ray Or­
dinache v in doubles, 21-9, 21-15. 

Mark Hegg (right) won South Dakota 
singles and teamed with John Rude in 
doubles. 
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"f'---------------------------- --- -- ...... 
' -: .. ,,,.._..,___,,,'"".,,. Are You Building New Squash , Handball , ~ 
' t-+-t- - L---=+-1. Racquetball and Paddleball Courts? ~ I 'ft__&-1~,_•= :_,,-,_L_ Revamping or Repairing Your Old Ones? -

I r--r-- -r---.----i WORLD cou RTS, I NC. ~ 
: Offers These Unique Features I 
~ ~~ - ___. LOWER INSTALLATION COSTS : 

~ Compare Our Prices Against the $35,000-$45 ,000 ~ 
~ Concrete and Plaster Courts ~ 

~ : 
~ LOWER MAINTENANCE COSTS -

i No Cracking or Chipping and No Painting Ever. A ! 
\ Mild Soap and Water Cleaning is All That is Ever ~ 

\ Needed. No Wall Sweating. I 
- -: NEW!! ~ 
- --- -- I I EASY ADAPTATION OF TEMPERED GLASS ! 
- OR PLEXI-GLASS FOR MAXIMUM SPECTATOR -

- VIEWING AT ANY ANGLE OF THE COURT -

~ Our Engineers Have Developed An Easy I I and Economical Method For the ~ 
\ Installation of Any Size Glass Panels \ 

~ I I · Call or Write For Further Details To: ~ 

! World Cou rts , Inc. ! 
, 554 Main Street ' I S. Weymouth, Mass. 02190 Phone: 617-337-0082 I 
►---------------------------------.,,,,. 
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METAL RACQUETBALL RACQUET 
An extra strength lightweight 
metal frame that provides 
more power and speed on 
the ball, yet takes the 
abuse of hard play 

,.-1...,:-\ .... ~y .. _, 

WOODEN RAC~~i~~:~~ /:~ft:}1{:l 
RACQUET ./-:f:, .-,·.:/•/:-J·.•,~ 

The first inexpensive wooden ~:-./.-·///>:-::"'.·:/t;/ 
racquet ba 11 racq uet with the '/:.:.:..:·_·/>'/>/.-
shape and weight of expensi ,/·/:/:,/ .j 
to urname nt racquets ~~-

• 

REGULATION 
PADDLEBALL 

... 
An exceptionally durable ball with a 
uniform bounce designed and 
engineered specifically to meet the 
requirements of paddleball 

NWA Y~PRODUCTS INC. 
2785 KURTZ STREET· SAN DIEGO , CALIFORNIA 92110 · (714) 299-2300 

"ZINGER" 
NYLON-GLASS 
RACQUETBALL RACQUET 

For those who like the special 
"zing" feeling that accompanies 
the performance of this "space­
age" frame material 

REGULATION 
"Z" RACQUETBALL 
EXTRA LONG LI FE 
UNIFORM HIGH BOUNCE 
A new concept utilizing a superior 
rubber compound that provides a 
consistant high bounce and 
eliminates premature failure 
associated with pressurized balls 



Take one along when you go courting. 
Whatever Seamo Racquet­
ball Racquet you pick , it'll 
be the finest iri its class. 

If you like the new and 
unique, there's the new and 
unique Seamco Aluminum 
Racquet with super-size 
sweet spot, exclusive 
string support system, and 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
p O Box 1016 Stlllwater, Oklahoma 74074 

Bi ll Schultz, Jr. 

one-piece extruded frame. 
If you're more inclined 

towards the traditional, 
there 's the VIP. The top 
wooden racquet in our line, 
it features a rugged 8-ply 
laminated frame, imported 
black perforated leather 
grip , and nylon wrist thong. 

See all the Seamco 
Racquetball Racquets, plus 
the Seamco Official IRA 

21;18 Chamberlain Ave . '7 4 
l'-fa.dison, WI 53705 

Racquetball at your favorite 
sporting goods store or 
department. Seamco Sport­
ing Goods, New Haven, 
Connecticut 06503. 

SE'iilllcn~ 




