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Hang in there for Spring, and more great NHRA Events! 

H i Everyone, 

Hang in there, Spring is right arow1d the comer. ... But until then we have some 
great events lined up to fmish off the season here in New Hampshire. 

Our state championships will be held March 7th and gt\ a Fri/Sat event at The Ex­
ecutive Health & Spo11s Center in Manchester, NH. Hope to see you there! 

I also wanted to mention the "revival" of the Granite State Cup event ' 
on March 28th and 29th at The Nashua Athletic Club. We always struggle to find a 
way to make it a fair event for all clubs and think we have come up with a way. 
You may enter as a single entry, or you may enter as pa11 of a team. If you are pait 
of a team, that captain will have a roster sheet and will put one person in as a point 
earner in an event. The difference this year is that the point earner will not be se­
lected until after play is finished. We will pick a detennined of names out of a hat to be point earners. Each club 
will have it's own hat. The number of point earners will be determined by the smallest club entered. At the end of 
the event we will tally all of the point earners to see how each club did. This way a draw cannot be loaded, and 
quantity of players does not matter. Also you may enter as a single player if your club does not put together a 
team and try to eliminate the other possible point earners. If you have any questions regarding this fonnat, feel 
free to email the NHRA board. 

I look forward to seeing everyone back in Manchester at the states, we still have 2 more major events to go here, 
the Regionals April l lth-1311\ and the Junior National Championships June 25th

- June 29th
• I.f you or your com­

pany would be interested in being a sponsor of that National event please let me know, it takes a lot of money to 
host an event of that caliber! Thanks for being a part of New Hampshire Racquetball. You're the reason we have 
the opportunity to host events like this here! 
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What divisions are you eligible to play? 

Are you wondering what division you can play in, in the upcoming NH State Sin­
gles Championships? The following are the skill level eligibility rules for State 
Singles that you need to be aware of. 

1n the State Singles Championships, a player may play the same skill level divi­
sion (A through Novice) that they were eligible to play in at the start of the cur-
rent season (September I, 2002) so long as: . 
• That division is not more than one division lower than that player's required 

Open tournament division as of the first day of the State Singles tournament 
• That player has not won a State Singles title with a "legal" draw at that skill 

level or higher. 
For example. let's say you were eligible to play C's in an Open tournament as of 
September I, 2002, and between September I and the first day of the State Sin­
gles tournament, you win the C division twice in sanctioned Open tournaments 

~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~ with "legal" draws ( draws of 8 or more players). co111i1111ed 011 page 7 
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Believe it or not, we have just finished hosting our I 2th Annual Mitch Nathan­
son Event at The Executive Health & Sports Center. Bei.ng a friend of Mitch, 
it certai.nly does not seem like 12 years have gone by. There was a time that 
everyone played "The Mitch" because they knew him. Not for the money it 
offered, as it didn't offer prize money in the early years. Now, I like to think 
that people play the Mitch because it has become one of the biggest and best 
tourneys in the Northeast and generates money for our juniors. I know prize 
money plays a role, but truly, I know many people that play to give back to the 
game. Whether it be by donating prize money, buying raffle tickets, or just by 
helping the game grow i.n general. Those who come, play, and don't give 
back. .. well, it is thei.r loss I guess. 

The players change year to year, but the staff & friends that drop by, well they 
stay the same. Jan.ice, she was a dear friend of Mitch, well she is always here 
to handle the money side of things, thank God! Rieb Barker, every year, no 
matter what he is up to, comes to the tourney. Tbjs year rus company, Crew 
West donated all of the shirts. Help us thank Rieb by suppo1ting Crew West so 
that be can do more of that. AJan Dogan, Mitch's doubles partner couldn t 
make it thls year, but we always look forward to seeing rum and rus son Na­
than.iel named after Mitch. Mitch's sister always comes by on behalf of her 
family, to let us know how much they appreciate what we do. We don't need 
to hear that, but it is always ruce. They pm-chase more sru1ts than you can 
imagi.ne! Josh, how ruce to see you again, it was extra special this year. Cliff, 
Cheryl, we know you would both be here to support us if you could, but the 
pro-tour dates didn't work out. Maybe next year! We missed you. Trus year, a 
group of Mitch's friends entered. They played the first event and we hadn't 
seen them in years. They called to ask if it would be okay if they had thei.r own 
division, as not to i.nsult any of us who played. We did just that. They all ar­
rived, played a couple of games, bought a lot of raffle tickets and never fin­
ished thei.r draw. That's because what's important to them was a great week­
end, and a time spent having fun and remembering Mitch. 

As you can see, in my opinion this is what it is all about. I didn't list results, 
or Who won What. Thls is about seeing old friends, laughjng, sharing memo­
ries, and making new friendshlps. Oh yes, and playing some great racquetball 
in the name of a friend. Well, please don't forget hls name, as many of us 
knew him as an Open Player, a teacher of children, and of course a friend. 
Good friends live forever. 

Oh, and by the way, we raised a lot of money for New England Juruor Rac­
quetball too! 

NHRA Rollout-Page 2 



A Welcomed Visitor 
by Stacey Br11zzese 

How many times as a child did you daydream about meeting the great sports hero of the day? Some of you 
may have even imagined yourself in a one-on-one match, where you somehow score the game point to 
squeak out the tough victory! A great dream right? But whoever really got the chance to do that? Well. 
many area racquetballers recently did just that. 

Cliff Swain, six-time World Champion, paid a visit to our very own Salem Athletic Club for an exhibition 
night on February 13th. Players turned out from all around the state to meet a legend. challenge a star, and 
watch a good show. Cliff's competition included local favorites like Scott Rei ff and Chris Zalegowski. as 

well as many of the SAC members. 

The event drew a good crowd, and allowed for some up close a personal time with the racquetball hero. Hope you were a part 
of the audience! 

The Local Fav~ 
National Rankings of NH Players as of 12/15/02 

Scott Reiff: Men's Open, #18 

Gary Walsh: Men's B, #12(T) 

Bob Guidaboni: Men's C, #12(T) 
Bob Burgess: Men's C, #22(T) 

Todd Anderson: Men's Novice, #l(T); Men's D, #14(T) 

Jordan Lawrence: Men's Novice, #13(T) 

Sid Bird: Men's 50+, #25 

Mitch Milewski: Men's 60+, #9 

Dick Lowell: Men's 65+, #12(T) 
Ken Hardman: Men's 70+, #17(T); Men's 65+ A/B, #2(T) 

Kip Jackson: Men's 35+ AIB, #17(T) 

Ron Bye: Men's 45+ Cm, #14T 

Ron Bouchard: Men's 60+ Cm, #4 

Nortbert LeCompte: Men's 65+ A/B, #1 

Mike Keddie: Boy's 14-, #7(T); Men's 24-A/B, #19T 

Pat Sims: Women's A, #lO(T); Women's Elite, #23(f); Women's 
45+ AIB, #5 

Patty Thomas-Danos: Women's B, #14 

Deb Irvine: Women's B, #17(T); Women's 35+ AIB, #12(T) 

Jean Lerch: Women's C, #11; Women's D, #1; Women's 40+ Cl 
D, #2 

Judy LaFrance-Foote: Women's C, #13T 

Sharon Shapiro: Women's D, #16(T) 

Judy Bress: Women's Novice, #S(f); Women's 50+, #25 

Martha Robinson: Women's Novice, #5(T) 

Susan Hutchinson: Women's Novice, #ll(T) 

Kelley Beane: Women's 25+, #14(T); Women's 30+, #9; Women's 
35+, #12(T) 

Nan Higgins: Women's 45+, #24 

The 2003 New Hampshire State Doubles 
By John Va"i/1 

The 2003 NH State Doubles Championships were held January I 0-11 at the Racquet Club of Concord. Its central location. 
less than 40 miles from Nashua, Salem, Manchester, and Laconia; and not much farther from Somersworth and Portsmouth. 
made the Racquet Club an ideal place to hold a state tournament. A little over 80 players, many of whom had never been to 
the Racquet Club, entered th.is year's tourney, eager to compete against old rivals or new teams for coveted doubles titles in 
men's women's and mixed skill-level or age group divisions. 

' 
Althouoh only two teams were in the Men's Open draw (where were you, Open players?). most of the men's skill level and age 

0 co11ti1111ed 011 page 7 
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2003 MITCH NATHANSON CLASSIC RESIJI,TS 

Jan. 31st - Feb. 2nd at the Executive Health & Sports Center, Manchester NH (Co-hosted by the Nashua Athletic Club) 
Isl l!!!!. 3rd 

"'" MENS OPEN Scott Reiff, NB Nale Gagne-, i\LE Shane Wood, l\lA Justin Bell, l\lA 
MENS ELITE Jeff l\lorsc, ND Marc Moccia, MA Paul Garand, VT l\latt l\loccia. l\lA 

MENSA Rick Slcdzik Jr., MA Ron Sulek, CT Josh Epslein, NY Jim Lucci, l\L\ 
l\tENSB Scott l\laoship, MA Breit Lone, RJ Lre l\lonks, l\lA Rick Cobiski, l\lA 
MENSC Jooalhao Clay, RI Simon Fahey, CT l\like Saoln, NII Duslio Laferriere-. vr 

I I\IENSD Cass Buckley, NH Jack SIToud, l\lE Brinn Gaffney, Nll Ed Trmple, NII 
I MENS NOVICE Joo-Craig Cbisbohu. MA Tim ,\Jberl. CT Rob Vaushalwyk, l\lA Sieve Lerner, l\L\ 

JR.BOYS<8 Chris Vosburg, l\lA Vinny Langella, NH 
JR. BOYS<I0 Ryan Carpcoler, NB Trn,is l\lnrlio, Nl'I Connor Larkin. NH 
JR. BOYS<l2 Jou-Craig Chisholm, i\'L\ Brad Kirch, NY Russ i\lcCumber, i\rE Jonalhnn Edwnrds, CT 

I JR. BOYS<l4 Rick Sledzik Jr., l\lA Chris Edwards, CT James Fnhry, CT Beau Brclon, NU 
JR. BOYS<l6 Scott l\lansbip, MA Dillon Wells, vr John O'Shnunrssy, NII Gavin Bcnoell, Na 
JR. BOYS<IS Chris Brown. CT Jose Flores Jr., CT Adnm l\lullcr, VT Josh Chnbol, NII 

l\tENSJO+ Scou Krause, l\lE Tim Kirch, NY Dave Barnes, RI Joe Pnlazzo, RI 
l\IENS40+ Scou Elinssoo. CT Bill Kelley, CT Phil Robbins, NII Dennis Acero, l\lA 
MENSso+ Jack Beneway, MA i\lilch i\lilcwski, NH Chnrles Good, RI Bruce i\lcCumber, i\fE 
.l\'lENS60+ l\litch Milewski, ND Arthur Lcbrnsseur, l\lA Ron Bouchard, NU Charles Urban, i\l,\ 

WOJ\IENSOPEN Laurn Fenton, KS Loruinne Feeney, i\lA BJ Ehrgott, CT llcalhcr Dunn, l\lA 
WOMENS ELITE Janel Kurucz, RI Joanne Pomodoro, MA Nickii Whitney, vr Sue Shattuck, Vf 

WOMENS A Nickii Whitney, vr Melissa Johnson, l\lE P:11 Sims, ME Jane Buckman, l\lA 

WOMENSB Deb Irvine, NB Sue Litvin, i\lA Donna Spano, l\l,\ P:llty Thomas-Danos, l\lA 

WOMENSC Sharon Shapiro, NTI Suzanne Ewert, NTI Teri Lnbrie, Nil Ceci Cnrpcnter, NH 

WOMENSD Ccci Carpenter, NB l\lnrthn Robinson, Na K:1tic Parsons, l\lA Karen Zielinski, i\lA 

WOMENS NOVICE Karen Zeilinski, MA Joya Doucet, NH Courlncy Chisholm, i\lA h:nlic Parsons, MA 

JR. GIRLS<8 Shannon Larkin, Nll Lauren Lydon, NA 

I JR. GIRLS <JO Courtney Chisholm, i\lA Jackie Rosado, CT Samaulha Rosado, CT l~ristcn Lnwrencc, Nll 

JR. GIRLS <12 Jackie Rosado, CT Samantha Rosndo, CT 

WOMENS 30/40+ BJ Ehrgott, CT Roz Petronclli, l\lA Julie! C:1111pbcll, CT Dianne Weissbach, l\lA 

MENS OPEN DOUBLES Scoll Reiff, ND Justin Bell, i\lA Sanjay Laforest, NY i\lark Bouchard, l\l,\ 

Chris Zalcgowski, Nil Shane Wood, i\L\ Bobby Haab, CT Jim Grant, i\lA 

MENS' A' DOUBLES Joe Baresi, CT Russ Drew, RI Ed Barlow, RI Josh Epstein, NY 

Dave Marks, CT John Palalano, RI Ben Mendozn, RI Lee Llorwilz, CT 

MENS 'B/C' DOUBLES Jonalhan Clay, RI Sieve Arena, .l\lA Wilken Tom, NH Bruce Bagewll, ME 

Russ Drew, RI Jim Yoshizmva, i\'lA Bill Tarnnovich, NCI Dennis Leaver, i\lE 

WOMENS OPEN DOUBLES Lorraine Feeney, MA Janel Kurucz, RI l\klissa Johnson, t\11: 

Roz Petronelli, MA Joanne Pomodoro, i\lA Lisa i\layo, i\lE 

l\1JXED OPEN DOUBLES Laura Fenlon, KS Bcalher Dunn, i\L\ Elise Wilson, CT Lisa Mayo, i\11: 

Chris Zalcgowski, Nlt Nate Gagne, i\'[E Chris Wilson, CT Scoll Krause, l\lE 

l\11XED 'A/B' DOUBLES Gail Valuk, RI Jane McClung, NH Patty Thomas-Danos, i\L\ Ann Cope, l\lA 

Lee Uorwitz, CT i\like Normand, NH Patrick Geoffroy, NII Lee l\lonks, MA 



2003 NEW HAMPSHIRE DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP 

January 10th & 11th at the Racquet Club of Concord 

Divisions 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
...,.,.,,_,,,,,,,.,_,,,,,,,.,_,,,,_,,,,,_.,,,,,. ...... _,.,_,,_,_,,,,_,,,,_,,.., ...... ,.,..,.,. r,,_,,,,,,,.,_,,,,,,,....,,...,,,,,,,,,._,,.,..,. ~, ...... , ...... ,,_,,,.,,_., ...... ,.- ~ ............... ,,,,,..,..,, .............. 

Chris Zalegowski Jeff Hill 
MENS OPEN 

Dave Ryan Jeff Morse 

MENSA 
Carl Savage Jim Monahan Josh Husson Marco Labonte 

Steve Provins Mike Washburn Kip Jackson Rob Smith 

MENSB 
Steve Foote Jon Dyer Carl Dicicco John Acampora 

Bill Taranovich Jared Mansur Chuck Kirk Ron Bouchard 

MENSC 
Bob .Hall Jay Keddie Dave Lalibe1te Ed Temple 

Bob Sturke Rick Langlois Jason Lyon Charlie Temple 

MENSD 
Dave Lalibe1te Louie Viega 

Jason Lyon Savas Danos 

MENS25+ 
Jeff Hill Paul Wallace Josh Husson Chris Andrew 

Jeff Morse Chris Zalegowski Kip Jackson Bob Guidaboni 

MENS 35/4o+ 
Dick Dyer Dave Breton Scott Robinson Denis Vaillancourt 

Marco Labonte Steve Provins John Vanill Gary Walsh 

MENS45+ 
Carl Savage Scott Robinson Steve Foote Murray Aldous 

Paul Wallace John Van-ill Phi I Robbins Dick Dyer 

MENS So+ 
Mike Washburn Andy Ka1wocki 

Frank Zabbo Stan Sowle 

MENSSS+ 
BiJI Bischoff Ron Bouchard 

Dick Lowell Carl Dicicco 

MENS6o+ 
Bill Bischoff Bob Hall Norbe1t Lecompte 

Dick Lowell Bob Sturke Vincent Vieten 

WOMENSA 
Cindy AJdous Deb J.rvine JudyMcCole 

CatmenDyer Pat Sims Lynn Smith 

WOMENSB 
Cathy Desmarais Patty Thomas-Danos Deb I.ivine 

Jane Mc Cl w1g Ana Viega Sue Lee 

MIXED A 
Judy McCole Pat Si.ms Chris Sabbow Lynn Smith 

Phil Robbins Jim Si.ms Norm Boucher Chuck Kirk 

MIXEDB 
Patty Thomas- Danos Jane Mc Clung Pat Bouchard Suzanne Ewert 

Pat Geoffroy Andy Ka1wocki John Acampora Ken Scherer 

MIXEDC 
Ana Viega Chris Sabbow Suzanne Ewert Sharon Shapiro 

Joe Richards Jerome Brewer Ken Scherer Dave Laliberte 

MIXEDD Ma1tha Robinson Donna Przybyszewski Jamie Desmarais Karen Zielinski 

Jason Lyon Louie Viega Carl Hassum Savas Danos 
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AIHLl::1IG t:."LUB. 
~-t';:.Giill.-.:. 

596 We.Se [ loJlis S1 
Nashua. NJi 03!0I 

60~.889.5520 
~\·ww.n ashu aathleticdub.eom 

Ei\TRY FEE 
Adults:: !st Eve1H $20 

2nd Eve1li SI 0 
Ju1)iors: SIO i.2 Eve.10$) 

Ei\TRIES 
Tc:lepimnt Emrio::"s to: 641-6116 ()f 759-2729 
Etrlaia entries 10: kh~.:rn<.•61j.'::,utl.com 
1\fail etmie~ ic~: CiSC - 91 Lanc:ris.ter Avt. 

rvfanchestei'. NJ I 03 l o.i. 
rvtake checks payable c(): NJIRA 

El\"TRY DEADLINE 
T uc.sday, 1'•fat'L~h 25th ac 9 Pf\,i 

STARTJl\"C. TD,1 ES 
\Vill bi: l¼vailable Thur.sdav l\•ta.rdi 27ih after 6P:\J 

C-..ail Nashua AC a18.S.9-5520 

OFFlClAL BALL 

penn 
DEFEi\Dll'iG CJJAJVIPIONS 
Na.?1hua /uM~tic Club 

EN~fRY FORM 
;'I, arm,; 
,\.ddn.·s.,;; . __ _ 
Cit'.l'/~(;tlt; . 

l'IWJIC': H- . 

•. :- \ll<ltil ,\ddr~j:s; -· ---·---· __ ----· 
Club ,'\Jfili11ti1m: . __ _ ______ _ 

RULES 
•> This is a. 2-D.ay event! f ti & Sat <mly! 
q Single Elimination Play 
•> No LSRA ~-rernher.ship Requfred 
,, Refet~ vour n•,,\·11 rrutch 
,. Only I siill divi.sajl fier playei' 

(2nd evem mos~ be AGE ot DOUBLES} 

PRIZES 
"The Gr,uiite Slate Cup \•/ill be awa,tde<l 

to the d·uh v.ith the J'1HJ.s1 p,o11us. 

IIOSPITALlTY 
Oi•,ea,Jdasi & Lutlth 01) :S.!11ut'1.fay 
A1,,..-atds: haE1que:1 SaI1ttday Evecia~lg 

DIRECTIONS 
Route 3 .Soucl1 to ExEl S\V 
RiGflT ,lff exj1 omo R(m,e I JI W 
Take LEFT at 2nd S•et orli~bcs fe,r :\!AC 

TOCR~A:\iENT DIRECTORS 

~ ·,.NHRA· •;'', 
FORMAT 

l) Only randomly sdectcd pfaycrs can c,arn points. 
( I pcr;i;on per club per dr-JW} 

2) Thescnmdnm poiut earners v.··ill h~ detercnined 
.at the end of lhc event {Onnvn ltrnn a hat,, 

3) Any dury ~vl:ao fields a tcarn nr 8 p~aycrs in 8 diCforcnt 
dw1s.1ons has a chance to wm the cup. 

l'uid 

~., 2 EVENT Ll)'ll'I'"" ·- J SKILL,'\:.. m AGE or iDO0BLES 
Cird(!: t\·h~o's or \\'omen1.s 
OPEN A 8 C D NOVICE 

<24 25+ 3(J+ 35+ 40+ 45+ 50+ S:5+ 60+ 65+ 70+ 
.Juniors,: <8 <JO <I2 <l4 <J 6 <J8 ,Ir. Age~ 

1111. 

\Vtti·n'.r: I h~rcf>~· for inr,l'II". my h<"ir~. tni.:utors 1md mJmini.s.lrnWr!-wuiw :u1d rcku.H· ~my !llld :di ri1?,bCs 1.u1d d1dm.-. Ou~I t mny hnH· 

a{!~tim,1 tht• N11:,;hu111'\thll•lk nub . .\'IIH/1.. mid an~· 1>:u1idpt'ltini.: srlfin~nrs for any and all injmi<'~ whid1 m~1r,1c<·11.r .111 ibis 
event 11,r nB lht• vn~mi~e. 

.. --.... ·---~ 



2003 B/C Challenge Summary 
by Jean Lerch 

Great Bay Athletic Club in Newmarket. NH hosted its first sanctioned open racquetball tournament on January I 8th and 19th
. 

This tournament was designed for those players who were eligible to play in the 'B', 'C' & 'D' skill divisions. Junior events 
were offered. as well as men's, women's and mixed doubles - all at the '8/C' level. There were 52 entrants from around New 
England filling all these divisions. The competition was very competitive and the winners took home engraved gold, silver, 
and bronze medals in this first ever 'specialty' event. Power outages in Newmarket and surrounding towns on Saturday and 
Sunday morning added to its namesake - CHALLENGE! But the tournament managed to get back on track and even run 
ahead of schedule for most of the weekend (imagine that). Hospitality food was supplied by a local bakery - to the delight of 
the players! 

Everyone seemed to have a good time and by the many positive remarks. I think they'Ll be back for more of GBAC's fme hos­
pitality in the future. Thanks to everyone for coming to support our event; despite the extremely cold weekend, we had a lot of 
fun mainly because of the great group of people who attended. It was exciting to direct th.is first open level tournament, for 
both myself and for the club. and many thanks to my staff and the NHRA for their support. After th.is initial positive experi­
ence. we·re looking forward to hosting many more events in the future. 

2003 'B'C CHALLENGE 
January 18th & 1 ~ at the Great Bay Athletic Oub, NeVvimrket NH 

DIVISION 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
~ . ...,,...,, ... ,...,,...,, ... , .... ~ ............ , .... ...,, ... ., .. ...,.,...,,...,,...,.,...,.,...,,~ , ................... ..., ..... , .. ··-·-·-·-· ... ·-

MENSB Steve Foote Brett Emore Jeffl.ee Bill Taranovich 

MENSC Ken Scherer Joe Richards N1att01abot Scott Perkins 

l\1ENSD Cas.s Buckley Jason Lyon Jack Stroud Everett Gilley 

WOMENSB Patty Barrow.; ~b Irvine Teresa Labrie Judy LaFran~Foote 

WOMENSC Teresa Labrie Jean Lerch Sharon Shapiro Ceci Carpenter 

WOMENSD Kim Roy l'vfartba Robinson Jamie ~marais Sue Hutchinson 

JUNIORS Evan Lerch Kevin Carpenter Ryan Carpenter 

MENS B'C IX>UBLES 
PeterUiver Cass Buckley Bill :Mantas Bait Snell 
Dave lane Jack Stroud Lee .tv1onks Jim Falbe 

\\OMENS B/C DOUBLES 
Patty Barrow.; Jean Lerch Sue Lee iv1aitha Robinson 
Sharon Shapiro Ceci Carpenter Shelly Gingras Pat Bouchard 

MIXEDB'CDOUBLES ~blrvine Judy Lafrance-Foote Pat Bouchard OllisSabbow 
Jeff Lee Steve Foote Bob Hall Jerorne Bre\1\-er 

Pop Quiz! ([he.first correct response will receive afi·ee NHRA hat! E-mail NHRABoard@nhracquetball.com) 

You are serving and as you start your service motion, your doubles partner is standing in one of the doubles boxes with 
both feet in the box (no part of either foot extending over the short line or service line). You serve a lob serve and after 
your service motion begins, your doubles partner steps over the short line before the served ball has broken the plane of ~ 
the short line. Should the referee caJI (a) foot fault, (b) dead-ball serve, or (c) out serve (hand-out or sideout)? 



New Hampshire State Doubles 
Co111i1111edfro111 page 3 ... group divisions had enough teams to hold a regular draw. Two women's skill-level divisions, A and B, 
were played as round robins, and four skill-level mixed doubles divisions (A, B, C, and D) had enough teams for a regular 
draw. 

No one at the tournament, including Nashua's resident gourmand and two event winner Carl Savage. went away hungry - play­
ers were treated to a pasta dinner for lunch on Saturday and gourmet pizza later in the afternoon. The shrimp cocktail 
(generously donated by club owner John Nelson) was so good that several of the tournament directors tried to eat a whole tray 
of it themselves and had to be reminded that it was for all the players! 

After hotly contested matches were played many of the contestants quenched their thirst and relaxed in the spacious full­
service lounge. What was it that produced all the laughter and good feelings in the participants all weekend? Was it the cama­
raderie of old and new friends, the exciting matches that were played or witnessed, the hospitality, the imbibed liquids. the am­
biance of the host facility? Who knows. But most everyone will agree that the good feelings were definitely present! 

Thanks to all the players for pa1ticipating in the tournament, and thanks to the Racquet Club of Concord staff for helping the 
NHRA make the 2003 State Doubles a great success! 

State Singles Eligibility 
Co11ti1111ed J,-0111 page / ... Because you have won two C's. you are no 
longer eligible to play C's in Open tournaments and have to play B's. 
However. since you stmted the season eligible to play C's, you would 
be eligible to play C's in the State Singles tournament. 

Another example. Let's say that as of September 1, 2002. you were 
eligible to play A's in an Open tournament. and on the first day of the 
State Singles tourney, you are still eligible to play A's in an Opel) 
tournament. But let's say you had won the A division with a "legal" 
draw in a previous NH State Singles tournament. Because you had 
won the A's in a previous State Singles tournament, you would not be 
eligible to play A's in the upcoming State Singles ( even though you 
would still be eligible to play A's in an Open tournament). 

lf you want to play in the 24-and-under adult age group division i11 the 
States, you must be 24 years old. or younger. as of the first day of the 
tournament. lf you want to play in any other adult age group division 
(25+, 30+, etc.), you must be that age, or older, as of the ftrst day of 
the tournament. 

Junior age-group eligibility is a little different. In order to be eligible 
to play in a particular junior age group division. you must be the des­
ignated age, or yo1mger, as of JamtGJJI 1, 2003. For example: to play 
in the 14-and-under division in State Singles, you must have been 14 
or younger as of January I 2003. If you turned 15 between January I 
and the start of the tournament, it doesn't matter. As long as you were 
14 or younger as of January 1, 2003, you would be eligible to play the 
14-and-under junior age group division. The same rule applies to all 
the junior age group divisions offered at th.is year's State Singles ( <I 8. 
<16, <14, <12, <10, <8). 

One last eligibility rule: Both NH residents and nonresider~ts may play 
in the NH State Sinoles tournament. However, a nonresident player 
must be a member of a NH club in order to be eligible to play in the 
tournament. Any points a nonresident player ea?1s playing in the 
tournament will be applied to their home state's pomt totals (the state 
of their residence). 

Clif/Who? 
by Pl,il Robbins 

I don't follow professional racquetball. With all the stellar 
sports teams we've got here in New England, who has time to 
keep track of obscure. non prime-time professional athletic 
competitions? Thus when I heard someone named Cliff Swan. 
or Swain, was coming to SAC to give an exhibition and play 
challengers r didn't think much of it. After all. I get to play 
guys like Barnaby, Bruzzese, and Monks each week. How 
much more competition do I need? I was surprised by the 
crowd but reminded myself that Tony had recently shaved his 
goatee; some events are worth seeing. After a lackluster per­
fonuance by Wilson rep Chris Z, no doubt dogging it to help 
this guy look like a pro. Bradley Robbins, aged five. took 
Swain in a game of multi-bounce. l was up next. First point 
went my way. Next two were crack serves. Point four a back­
hand pinch shot after a weak return by the pro. Point five a 
splat roll out after a back-wall lucky return of my serve. At 6-
0. the ref calls an avoidable-clearly detemuned to continue 
hjs effo1ts at making the pro look good. No problem. l get 
back in and hit a down the line winner for the game, providing 
Cliff Swain with a honey glazed donut. r don't get all the fuss. 
I mean-even Scott Reiff took two from the guy. 

Announcement! 

Junior Nationals - the date for this event is June 
25-29. Please inform anyone you know inter­
ested in playing of the correct dates - it is incor­
rectly listed on the NE Tournament Schedule. 
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March: 

Upco1ning Events 
April: 

New Hampshire State Singles 
Executive Health Sports Club, Manchester, NH 
603-759-2729 
March 7th-March 9th 

Red Swain Memorial Pro Stop 
Metro South Athletic Club, Brockton, MA 
630-430-1478 
March 19th-March 23rd 

Granite State Cup 
Nashua Athletic Club, Nashua, NH 
603-759-2729 
March 28th-March 30th 

New England Regional Singles 
Executive Health Sports Club, Manchester, NH 
Nashua Athletic Club, Nashua, NH 
603-759-2729 
April 11th-April 13th 

June: 

US Junior Olympic Championship 
Executive Health Sports Club, Manchester, NH 
603-759-2729 
June 21st-June 25th 

For all New England Tomnaments please visit: 
www.NHRAcquetball.com 


