
by Jim Easterling 50 Congratulations to all 
The 1990 AARA Region9 three players,. 

Seniors/Mqtess Invitatio6al The tournament featured a 
Open was held at theDavison Saturday evening banquet at 
Racquet and Fitness Club the Davison CounUy Club 
November 9-11 This year we and was, as in the past,,? ., 

had 99 players compasedto excellent meal n e  ham, roast 
52in 1989, almost a 100% beef and chickenreally hit the 
increase in attendance, play- spot Also on hand, was a 
ers camefrom Michigan, discussion of&e.state 0f.r a c  
Ohiojlndiana, lIlinoi8,Wisi quetbgl ,at the national level, r 
'consin, North Casolina,,Mas- . lead by Jim Wiser, and ; .:: 
sachusetts and CAnada Jim auction to f aisemoney for the . ,  

IIisefflew in from Colorado , United States.~ational Team 
tookiK$l420 25 from the65~~ 

45 for the second year ifi a 



- 
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View of the presiden 
by W I Blakeslee from a changing of the guatd c h i s  is know nationally as qU 

The worldleadership is I will be stepping aside next well as being the current State and join 
I changing Great Britain, Rus- Yea as president, allowing Open Champion. Jim and Once again, nationally 
. sia and Germany have new others to assume the responsi- Gay  are racquetball fanatics Mi&gan racquetball has 

leadership In the United bihties of president Nation- .rhey will help in future pro. maint+ned its elite status as 

States, George Bushis ow ally the AARA could benefit gfams Jimmy Floyd won the national 

new leader and even in Michi- a leadership change as Michigan racquetball is doubles tournament There 
gan, Blanchatd lost by a nu-  and I hope through the ranked eleventhm membe~- ate a lot of excellent tourna- 
row margin ~t is a sign of the democratic process, change in ship at just over 1000 mem- ments coming in January and 
times, incumbents are threat- direction and leadership can hers RAM bad consid- Februaty and don't forget the 1 ened everywhere As we ap- a d  will eIIergiZe. In Our State, sing the fourth ranked state, 1egiOnals Februxy 22 and Mt 
proach the next century,I find . we have "almost" added three rllinois,only has 1400 M ~ ~ -  Clemens. Once again the State 
it refreshing to see theinterest new directions toour Bead: bership dues support the finals will be held Sthe  Coli- 
world wide in changing lead- mis Cole, Gary PhiPPs and promotional base for the seum Racquetball Club 

ership R e  purpose of this Jim Earley Ibis aio is eaga AARA and it is ver impor- hosted by Wayne IIolman 
political comment on world to assist the board and Pro- tant to a y to inaease our See you on the court 

politics is to suggest that r ac  vide new leadership and membership levels Please 
quetball could also benefit rection help by promoting you lac- - 
Players gain experience 

helpful about the game of 1 by GatyPhipps racquetball 
1 On Saturda~,November 3, ~ ~ l l ~ w i n ~  the referee clinic, 

1990, a combination Racquet- Hahn and MatkKing 
ball Insnuctional and Referee peted in an actual 
Clinic was pesented at the 
Grand Haven YMCA match, while the attendees 

Lynn IIahn conducted the viewed the 
instructional clinic and of- Phipps refereedthe match 

feted valuable insight into the using two of his students as 

game of racquetball All who line judges At various stages 
( attended came away with at thematch, p h i ~ ~ s  would 

least one thing that they could halt play and explain some of 

1 use to improve th& of the calls made (and of course 
use, there always remain a mistakes made 

icks in L~~~~~ of either the players or the refe 
that a mete mo~tal could lee.) 

Thisformat of player in- , 
lowing the player in- struction, referee chic  and 

rial time, Gay  Phipps actual match play seemed to 
conducted the referee clinic to work out well 
ten very aler t and inquisitive Many thanks gws out to the 
individuals Some of the ques- Grand Haven YMCA for host- 
tions that came up only Otto ing this ox.?nt ~ccommod~-  
Dietrich and a select commit- . tions hospitality were just 
tee of three could have ade- supa Spedal thanks to ~ a t k  
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The Racquetball Reporter is published quarterly by the 
Racquetball Association of Michigan (RAM) Additional 
supplements axe distributed twice yearly Information 
and articles are submitted by individuals and clubs and 
do not necessarily reflect the view of RAM The Racquet- 
ball Reporter welcomes information, photographs and 
letters f o ~  publication. The deadline for the Spring 1990 
issue is February 8,1990 

The following individuals are highly appreciated for their 
contributions to this issue of The Racquetball Reporter. 

W.T Blakeslee 
Stephanie Buttrey 

Christopher Cole 
Dianne Easterling 
Jim Easterling 

Jim Earley 
Lou Ellen Fecher 

Gary Phipps 

ADVERTISING RATES: 
Available upon request 

quately answered Phi~ps  did King an? jill Vanderstel for 
his best and never resorted to coork.ahg everything 
making up new xules as he All in attendance will be become available view He was promptly 
went along Seriously speak- mailed the 1990-91 AARA Note. Immediately following beaten, which goes to show it 
ing, theclinic was a red SUE Rule  BOO^ with the the clinic, Phipps hustled back takes a considerable amount 
cess and all in attendance AARA membership applica- to Gcmd Rapids tocompete more than just knowing the 
learned something new and tion as soon as thenew in the tournament at River- rules, to win at racquetball 
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EDITOR'S NOTE. 78e f~llmv- Dear Editor, Tournament run a bit better: checked in 
ing letters address situations It takes alotof effort and 1 Seed the players accord- 3 Schedule the mealsso that 
surtoundlng theMichigan Super coordination to run a~tourna- ing to their rankings,pe~iod a l l  players caneat~egardless 
Smen Tournament Senes. ~t 1s ment efficiently I applaud the It is nice to play against of the time Make sure that the 
the policy of ~ l t e  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t b ~ l l  individuals who undertake people notin your home club, food is available fox at least an 
Reporter to print all letters these jobs, and I realize that it but this must not take prece- hour and a half 
upon approval of theRAM may notoften be as rewarding dence over the rankings. 4 Institute, announce and 
~~~~d mefollwlng letters only as they woad like Nevexthe- 2 Make sure that enough adhere to aforfeit policy, 
teflect the opinions of the less, thetournament mustbe shirts in the correct sizes are whatever it is 
viduals involved, not thoseof the ~ u n  well enough tomake the ordered so that players who I thmk if these suggestions 
RAM ~~~~d or the p a  ticipants want to Ietum for have their firstmatchlate on are implemented, the tourna- , . 
ed~tor d. another tournament. Sanuday get their s k t s  in the ments will runmore 

I would like to offex the slze they ozde~ed Allow play- smoothly, and more people .........I following suggestions to ers to switch shirt sizes only will want to enter future tour- 
make the next Super Seven after everyoneelse has naments 

61 

Stephanie Bumey 

Dear Editor, one of the best grass court ments and he has never failed it is easier for someone to 
Fust, Pdlike to applaud players around to reach his placement go a size up because the shirt 

Stephanie Buttrey for taking In the case at hand, I seeded about Point One, I d shrink ~f mediums are 
the time to mite in her corn Paula Saad #I and DeLo~is disagree with Your left over they are nearly in- 
plaints /comments/sugges- Leapheax* #2 since they had Suggestion that possible to sell because every- 
tions so that more people may finished one/two at the first Should take precedence over one is &aid it will one day 
become aware of how tourna- Super Seven at Davison Mel- the same club become too small and be a 
ments run Itp~obably wasn't ody Matteis was seeded #3 Play"g each other in the waste of money 
easy for her to take the time because she was playing in touxnament If someone is I regret we ran out of medl. 
and/or effort, but when any- her first tourney since recov- Iacquet- ums before your arrival on 
one is unhappy with one of eringfrom a summer mist ball by playing in touzna- Satu~day night, but as I said 
my tournaments or with tour- injury, so I moved her down a the last thing he/she earlie~,it is much to go 
naments in general, I'd much bit All first round matches at wants to for a $30 e n t l ~  fee a siE up than a size down 
 ath her hear about it so I can that were tough: (01 whatever the amount) is Point three-Iwas aware 
inform the general racquetball Paula Saad def. Lois Hammel play 'Omeone they can play that the hospitality for players 
public 15-!4,15-14; Julie May def back at home Add at that tolunament in Livonia 
In going through the four Pam Harkleroad 14-15,15-13, into that gas money, meals, ,,open for nearly six hours 

points of Stephanie's lette1,I 1 1 . 2 ; ~ ~ l ~ d ~  ~ ~ t t ~ i ~  def. hotels and it can become on Saturday between the 
believe they are legitimate Stephanie Buttzey 15-7,15-14; pretty darn expensive to play hours of 2 and 8 p m fie 
concerns solet me take a m o  and Delois Leaphear t def Pat someone from Your own back Livonia Club did a rnagnifi- 
ment to tacWe each one head- Klann 15-11,15-10 A change yard that you normally play cent job with the &&en pro- 
on in seeds here would not have free people also play tourna- yided by Ya-Yas If you had a 

Point one - I do not and made much difference; all ments to get out and play new difficult time findingoI re- 
will not, seed strictly accord- matches would still be tough people for varieties' sake cerving hospitality, by all 
ing to rankings Rankings Another case that I've en- Point two -- getting the means, I wish you'd have 
should be used as a guide, but countered in my dension of right amount of shir ts is a come and brought the matter 
not as the Gospel I can d ~ a w  Men's PIO is former National . map shoot, especially whae to my perhaps I 
an analogy to tennis seeding Champion Larry Fox Though mediums are concerned I could have cleared up any 
and the way they handle ~ a r r y  only plays once or twice must older the shirts weeks in might have 
rankings At last yeal's Wim- a year, he still has the ability advance to let the saeener expelienced 
bleton Championships, John to make it to the qua  ters eas- have ample time to make the posnt four -there is a fif- 
McEmw, though at the time ily and he might upset one of PloPeI screen and then print teen minute forfeit policy that 
ranked on the KT computer us Big Boys Since he only the s ~ t s  Because of this time begins vyhen the match is 
as #23, was seeded #? This plays one or two events a chronology, I must estimate scheduled to begin and a 
glaring disparity was not year, his lankiig is always the number of XL, L and M player is absent In the case 
disputed by the termis estab- low; but I have in the past 
lishment or the players be 

shirts I need and the ma- that concerned you, I had 
seeded him as highas fifth jority Of that are the XL called the players to their 

cause it is acknowledgedfhat even though others might and L kind. Iwill order a court ten minutes early and 
M&Nw, even though he have more points Indeed, in minimum number of medi- one gentlemm was in a part 
hadn't k g n  playing f t e  the pasfthree years, Larry is urns for some simple reason: 
quentlx or that well, is still always seeded in my towns- not many peoplewa them Continued on page 9 





of North Carolina, contirlued his domination by Above,   en's 60/65 second place winner Bob 
capturine flrst in Men's 60/65 McClelland of Mlchlgan 
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M e u s s e n  defeated a l u s t y  
Floyd and hometown boy 
Mike Johns ton  d ispa tched 
Bonnett 11-6 in the tie- 
b r e a k e l  

def. Dave Verduyn 

MEN'S Novice 

Todd Mead def. Joe Colasanti 

MEN'S 30 AIB 
Jai Shekhawat dei. Rick Vanderlind 

MEN'S 35 A 

LEASE A LIFE OF LUXURY. Stu Hastings def. Rick Vanderlind 
MEN'S 358 

A? both arental mmrnunllyand hotel You11 tindour rental mmrnunlties in many 
management eompany,the FourMidsble locations withawjdsvarlelyoitlwr plans Allan Mell def. Ron Slavik 
Group respe~ts the needsd itsresldentc OvrhighstandardsforhdelDervlceenend 
every blt as much asthoseoitts hotel to~~r~p~c~al lurn~lhedapartmsnk and 

MEN'S 35C 
gueasThat'swhyTheFo~rMldableGmup fully-apporntedmrpolste~ulte~Vlsltany Bill Carten def. Chuck VanHoose 
oliersthe best managed, bestrenrloed FourM~dableGmuprommun~tyandflu'll 
apanrnents and townhomes in Mlchlgan wanttonay You desewetheverybest MEN'S 40 

andthats just what we h~vetooner Mike Stephens def.. Tom Blakeslee 
Ann Arbor MI Clemens 
Woods of Earhart 995-2992 Parkway Place 463-751 1 MEN'S 45AIB 
Greenbr~er 665 3653 Raseview V~llage 466-5044 Jess Madden def.. Dave Lepczyk 
Plne Valley Apanments 971-7840 T , ~  
Ann Arbor Woods 971-3101 Buck~ngharn Square 649-5660 MEN'S 50 

Windemere Park 662-0330 Charles Wheelihan def. Walter Biesterfeldt 
Rochester Grayhaven Manna Vlllage 331-2040 MEN'S 60 
Great Oaks Apartments 651 2460 The at R,vert,,wn 259.001 1 
Oaks at Hampton 852-LIVE Duane Russell def.. Mohammed Khan 
Tlmberlea Vlllage 652-3920 
Essex at Hampton 852-7500 WOMEN'S OPEN 
Southfield Joetta Hastings def. Beth Gutowski 
Towers of Southfteld 356-3650 
Hunters Polnte 356-2130 

WOMEN'S A 

Country Corner 647-6100 - , Paula Saad def. Delois Leapheart 
The Claymoor 357-5566 - 9he WOMEN'S SIC 
Farmington Hills - ~~ -- 
The Gateways 474-6082 Fran Morris def. Judy Walzak 

Drayton Plains WOMEN'S DlNovice 
Wlndmlll Pond 673-7717 Famingf~nHllio Mtchlgan Diane Trombley def. Heather O'Connor 
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Super Seven X 2  
at the 

Livonia Health and Fitness Club 

October 12-14, 1990 

Ken Maurer def.. Joseph LaMilza 
BOY'S 16 and UNDER 

Troy Suchenko def. Aaron Fields 
MEN'S OPEN DOUBLES 
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Ram Board Meeting Minutes 
Date: June 18, 1990 Sept 10,1990 Board Meedng everyone and the banquetm. At be held In Grand Haven in No- 
Trme: 7:M)p.m Attendance: Tom Blakeslee, this fust banquet we need to vember at the YMCA It will be a 
Place: Residence of D~anne and Rick Hall, Jrm and Dianne Eas  award for two years Drscuss~on three hour clinic Jimasked for 
Inn Easterhng telling, Duane Russell, Lou Ellen on Singles was tableduntll next Input on future chnrcs regard% 
Members Presen~ Dianne and Fecher and guests Gary PMpps, month help, cost, test, etc ... Wfi con- 
hm Easterliig, Rick Hall, Tom Ken Bonnett, hm Earley and Senior Master Ioumament is sider everyone's lnput 
Blakeslee, Lou Ellen Fecher, Denny Wood November 9-11 at Davison and Lack-ins -Rick Hall has a 
Duane Russell Meeting was called to order at the Regionals w~ll  be at Mt meeting with the Grand Rapids Y 
Treasurer's report was given by 7.20 p m at the home of J~rn and Clemen~February 22-24 this Thursday to finalize the 
Dianne Easterhng. Profit for DimeEasterling in Lansing No report fromDuaneRussel1. plans 
1990 to date is $4W8 34. Treasurer's report: D~anne re- presldentxs T~~ &;inked Duane Russell: talked with MSU 
SANCI?ONlNG: No dates have poned that the July lock-m atthe everyone for coming It's nice to reP'd1ng setting UP a member- 
been turned m yet Costs are $50 ComIHouse as well as the Au see new interested faces in the ship booth and the PossiblllV of 
to register; per dxector, not per gust Lock-m at theLansing crowd ne state ~ ~ ~ b l ~ ~  are an exhrbition match with some of 
tournament. Costs are $40 1f YMCA were all pard and that all approaching 11 will be a two day the open and p10pla~en and it 
everythrng is in on time. ($10 juniors that attended weremade tourney with no Fnday nmes 
goes into the RAM treasury It AARA membns In honor of the Possibility of no consolation 
really couldbe charged for use Of guests present, the grants were matches and the enay w~ll be 
labels ) Calrfornia charges $50 discussed and reviewed of their printed in the mini-newsletter. wentvery POsinve. Ibebard 
per tournament progress Ball sponsors - Go with Ekte. gave Duane Russell h e  go ahead 
LOCK-IN: JimEasterling dIs- Sanctioned events: so far only 7 Ion again? P E W  would hke to ~ ~ i ~ ~ , " , " ' a r t e d  on the mem- 
cussed the Lock-in proposals for events are scheduled after Janu- beinvolved with both the srngles Jim Earley: went ahead mth the 40 juniors He said three lock-ms ary 1st PnnMg cost of the sanc- and the doubles. I need to find Junior raffle and printed 500 have been set up as follows: 1) tioned event schedule card will just what other &ts are available ockets The drawing will be held C o w  House m Eliot on July 13 be roughly $150 and can be sent from them and will let you know Sunday, October 14th at the (Jim Skinner), 2) Oak Park rn along with the upcoming news after proposals have been sent Racquetime club during the Lansing on July 1 and 3) Lansing letter. It was also mscussed if any Questions? Ken Bonnett -- 
YMCA on August 3 Tom sponsors should be pnnted on the When are scholarships given out? President,s Super Seven message: Tournament the Blakeslee indicated he would card as well as who Would pay Tom-. at the end of the year. 
write Ektelon to my to getan for the card. Card will be pnnted lim Earley -- mat does he 

double's tournament was d~s- 
instructor JimEasterhng said the Jim Earley brought the board an Board do with the profits? Di. 

cussed as to where it will be held 
lock-ms would be for five clubs idea to help raise money for Pros and cons of all sites were 
and up to 40 juniors would be juniors s'pppply anne-Whatever m, are spent on the profits membershrp, there 

d~scussed ~t Tom as will the site. check into 
permitted to euroll. It was pro- couns and lessons He suggested newsletter, etc or ideas eon the State ball p a c ~ g e  posed that freemembersh~p in a raffle that would help raise members and Ektelon have ball packages AARA be given to juniors who $5000 but needs the board's help N~~~ meeong will be -her 8th available through the AARA participated. Tom Blakeslee said Dianne checked into the legal at he ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ ' ~  at 7 : ~  m, Input was given on the pros and he would call John Mooney 
about tius proposal. 

and gave arePn that Meeting adjourned at 920 p m cons of using either PEW or showed that the legal nbligatiom 
NEWSLETTER: The newsletter were too severe for the State Ektelon. It was declded that 

Respecdully submitted, 
will be printed, Tom Blakeslee Ihough it is a gwd idea and our bu ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ ,  secretary PENN wouldbe the ball the State 
distributed a letter to appear in juniors are in need, we need to would use for both the singles 
the newsletter responding to look for othe~ means to raise and the doubles 

October 8,1990 BoardMeeting Grants ---we are sen&,,g the complants concerning his con- money Attendance: Tom Blakeslee, duct at the State Singles Champi No repoIt from the secretary -- 
same grants that were approved 

onships in Taylor, Michigan in LouEllen Fecher 
Rick Hall, Jim and Dianne Eas- last year and shouldn't have any 

April of this year. terling, Duane Russell,Lou Ellen problems recervmg them 
No report from the vice presrdent Fecher Guests: Gay Phipps, Jun addinonal grant was sent in by Jim Easterling mentio4ed note -Rick Hall cards from the AARA which Earley and Chris Cole hm (regional duector) regard~ng 
Report from JimEasmling-- Meeting was called to order at a membership &rve on behalf of could be sold for$5 O0 There were 20-25 junrors at each 7:20 p.m at the home of Jim and other states within Region 9 

lhis be used as a money of the lock-ins RickHall sug- Dianne Easterling in Lansing maker Guests were greeted and thanked 
gested that the Grand Rapids as Treasurer's report: Dianne re- for theu suppon and we will July 6-15 w1llbetheU.S. Olym we11 as the Muskegon YMCA's ported on September's Income gladly welcome them to the prc Festival in Minneapolis, may beinterested in holdtng one expenses, no questions 

M~nnesota board Gary and Jim have one 
Jrm would love to have each of Sanctioning - Women's Only more meehng to go before be. 

On 19g1, the AARA the guests present become mem- tourney out of CounHouse coming offc~al. chns we hope to 
wrll charge $15 for membershrp hers of the board and to do so outstan&ng mth Omn~ on its see you at two more so you can 

they must attend three meetings way, join the board also 
(up fmm$10). $3 of the extras5 to becomeeligible to vote. If mchigan is now ranked 1 lth on Wnr-newsletter 1s due to come 
goes for liabhty insurance for unable to do so, we appreciate it the AARA membership list even out at the end of this month. ~f 
protecoon fro sanctioned events rf they can help out whenever though we gained memks  in you have anything to include, 
Ema $2 goes as follOws: $1 each poss~hle. the month of September please get it to Dlanne as soon as 
to the state and nationals. (A total State Singles: the MAC m Lan- Regional director's report: Jim 
of $6 will stay m Michigan ) sing n interested and will be stated that Mt Clemens is now  ti^^ was adjourned at 9.5 The next meeting of the I30ard opqned after January 1st W~th the official site of the 1991,re- 
will be on July 23, at the Easter- only 10 courts it may be impos- gional tournament - the contract p m  

ling residencein Lansing sible. We also need to look into is now signed. 
Adjournment: 820 p m 

Respectfully submitted, 
banquet facilities and ananging The racquetball clinic was held at LOU pecher, 
the time for a banquet. Possibility Racquetime and went well There 

Respectfully submitted, ofstaning either Thursday night were seven or eight people in 
Duane Russell, Secretary or early Friday morning tdfit attendance,The next clinic will 

- x -  
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