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FROM BOB KENDLER 

Almost every day another rags to 
riches story makes the headlines of our 
sports pages. The genius of player 
management has become the miracle 
of today's sports age. Virtually 
overnight little known athletes become 
financial tycoons through the magic of 
their managers . 

Take for example, the man who made 
Arnold Palmer, Bjorn Borg , Ille 
Nastase, Evonne Goolagong Cawley , 
Jackie Stewart and many, many more . 
His name is Mark McCormack and his 
firm is the Interna tional Management 
Group, headquartered in Cleveland 
with branches in principle cities 
throughout the world. The magic of 
Mark is now legend as his firm reaches 
nearly a half billion dollars in income 
per year from sponsors, players, 
associations and clubs who engage 
their talents . 

Tennis is a good illustration. Of the 
approximately 130 hours on network 
television last year, McCormack 's firm 
produced 100. Largely through his 
incredible promotion, there are now 42 
million tennis players. That's about 10 
times the size of racquetball, - but not 
for long . 

We have signed a five year contract 
with the International Management 
Group and look very enthusiastically to 
a growth equal or above tennis . 
Network television will play a large part, 
as will films, clinics, tours and a 
multitude of tournaments for amateur 
and pro alike. 

Don't be surprised when I tell you our 
main thrust will be in the direction of the 
amateur, - the 98 per cent of our 
members . Some people may say that 
that's not where the money is, - but 
the amateur sector is where the 
future's at. There is no way we can 
expect the future greatness of 
racquetball to become a reality without 
building a strong, solid base from which 
to bui_ld. And that base is amateur 
racquetball. 

Now, this doesn't mean we're going to 
overlook the professionals. Hopefully, 
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they will make more money than ever , 
and perhaps, we' ll be fortunate enough 
to increase our income as wel l. If we 
are so blessed , then that means more 
funds for promotion, - in schools, 
colleges , playgrounds and parks . More 
than anywhere else, we are going to 
make our mark in the inner city, - the 
urban areas that have no backers, nor 
the will to give our less fortunate kids 
something more than a pool hall to play 
in. 

Through another source that we will 
soon announce, we hope to package 
court clubs so conveniently , so 
inexpensively, - that expandib le 
modules will be within the reach of 
even the poorest communities. The 
materials are virtually indestructible 
and just as practical for outdoor as 
indoor play . The introduction of this 
product into the court sports will have a 
great impact that will be felt wherever 
peop le are free to play . 

It is being developed collectively by our 
engineers and one of the largest firms 
in the world. It is a totally new product , 
completely unlike anything now 
available. When the two leaders in their 
respective fields join in a venture like 
this, you can be sure something very 
big is pending . It will certainly be the 
most important thing that we have ever 
done. 

If you are wondering why I have 
soft-pedalled money and emphasized 
purpose, consider the sad state of 
affairs in some of today 's "major" 
sports, - hockey, baseball and 
basketball. The pros have become 
their own worst enemies and are doing 
their best to kill the golden goose . 

Here in our own city , a highly respected 
owner has been labled "cheap " 
because he wouldn't meet the 
unbelievable demands of a player a 
few years out of the minor leagues . 
Notwithstanding the fact that this 
owner lost about a million dollars last 
year, and considerably more through 
previous years. In hockey some 
owners are unable to meet the payroll 
and some franchises are almost 

worthless . The same holds true for 
basketba ll. 
Well , it's not go ing to happen in 
racquetbal l. 

Bringing in the McCormack team will 
bring in substant ial sponsors and an 
increase in our prize money . However, 
before the pros get the idea that our 
efforts are exclusively for the ir benefit, I 
would like to make our pos ition clear . 

Every worthy athlete will be rewarded 
in proportion to his contr ibut ion to the 
growth and wel l-be ing of the sport. To 
assure growth , an investment must be 
made in the amateu r field . Another 
effort must be made toward the 
well-being of the sport , someth ing that 
cou ld move in many directions . 
Nothing is more important , however , 
than our image and that means doing 
as much civic good as is human ly 
possible . So if you want to know why 
the pros won 't get it all , - that's why ! 

We are in the " Foreward " of one of the 
greatest sports stories ever written . 
We 'll move tennis over in the next five 
years , - and very likely pick up many 
padd leball , platform and squash 
players. We might even stumble on 
one or two handball " traitors ." Just 
remember , you read it here , first. 

We are go ing to make racque tball the 
number one sport in America , and 
soon. The pros are going to help us do 
it, with Mark McCormack at their side. 
When that day comes , you can be sure 
we will have everything well in hand so 
that the fate of the sport won 't rest with 
a few who are determined to become 
instant millionaires. We 'l l all have a 
round trip ticket on this gravy train ! • 

Bob Kendler 
Psi ams 104 1-2 





FROM THE EDITOR CHUCK LEVE 

It's That 
Time Again 

Once a year it happens . One 
tournament above all others takes on 
the drama, intensity and excitement 
like no other racquetball event. The 
pressure is immense and each player 
reacts differently to it. Everything is on 
the line; it is the pinnacle of the season . 

I speak , of course of the National 
Championships . Twelve different 
brackets of play, 10 amateur and two 
professional with over 500 players 
competing for the right to call 
themselves National Champion . 

For the second consecutive year we 'll 
be in sunny San Diego for the 
culmination of another superb 
racquetball year. And on June 11, one 
man and one woman will stand above 
all others as the best players in the 
world . 

Who will win the professional 
divisions? It's an annual question with 
a myriad of answers . One th ing is 
certain as we approach the 1977 
Nationals, - neither winner from a year 
ago is the clear favorite. 

Charlie Brumfield and Peggy Steding, 
overwhelming choices in 1976 cannot 
be considered the best bet in 1977. 
Both have been removed during the 
season from the top spot on the 
tournament draw sheet. Brumfield 
replaced by Marty Hogan , Steding 
giving way to Shannon Wright. 

Ah, but who will win the Nationals? This 
one tournament can erase countless 
poor performances . One victory here 
can etch a player's name in the record 
books, even if it becomes that 
performer 's single victory. 

Because it's the Nationals. 

6 MAY 

The men's professional division has 
been totally dominated this season by 
the 19-year-old Hogan , who has shown 
himself to be head and · shoulders 
above the entire men's field . To bet 
against Marty in San Diego would be 
like betting against the old Yankees. 

And yet there is the urge to back 
Brumfield, who has won only $4 ,400 
this season to date compared to the 
$15,500 by Hogan . Brumfield has lost 
to many players, Richard Wagner , Jay 
Jones, Jerry Hilecher, Steve 
Strandemo and of course, Hogan. But 
only Hilecher has stopped Hogan and 
that was on front wall glass in the tour 's 
first stop nearly nine months ago . 

When he's playing well Hogan can 
completely dominate an opponent. He 
has not lost a tour match since Labor 
Day and many of his victories have 
been almost effortless. 

I'm going to pick Hogan , to nobody 's 
surprise . But I would like to go on 
record as saying that if Marty should 
lose somewhere along the way, - the 
Nationals will be so wide open you'd be 
able to fit the World Trade Center 
inside. 

If Hogan loses any one of 1 0 players 
could win . It will be a test of skill, 
stamina , guts , and emotional survival. I 

like Brumf ield and Steve Keeley as 
next choices , depending on the draw, 
and Davey Bledsoe , Wagner , 
Strandemo and Hilecher a bit farther 
back. 

If you 're looking for a long shot , watch 
Steve Serot or Craig McCoy . 

In the ladies division I'll go with youth, -
Shannon Wright. She 's getting better 
every day and for her to lose it will take 
a super effort on Steding 's part . Peggy 
is capable of it , - but I th ink the 
emotional pressure plus the physical 
pressure will take its toll on the greatest 
lady to ever play the game . 

Nobody else in the women 's divison 
rates a chance . Neither Janell Marriott 
or Kathy Williams have the game to 
reach the finals , unless either of the top 
two have a woeful day or completely 
choke . And the other gals have less a 
chance yet. 

No, the ladies division will be a two 
horse field , - in this , 1977 when the new 
generation takes over . • 
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80 YOU CAN PLAY 
Dunlop rackets are designed for the toughest racket ball 

play there is: championship play. Because competition at tb1eE :ff.-":~~ 
championship level is the ultimate test of a racket's worth. 

That's why each Dunlop racket has a tough aluminum 
frame to generate the power a good player needs . Why each is 
precisely balanced . And why each has a sweet spot that's 
larger than any other racket's in the game . 

So if you want to play tougher , play a Dunlop . The 
racket designed to take beatings. 
And administer beatings . 



NATIONAL COMMISSIONER JOE ARDITO 

Placing 
The Pieces 

The racquetball scene today is like a 
huge jugsaw puzzle, and we at the U.S. 
Racquetball Association are in the 
process of putting each piece in its 
correct place so we can plan the 
upcoming 1977-78 season. 

The biggest happen ing this year , and 
one that has a direct bearing on next 
season, is our new Agreement with 
Mark McCormack 's International 
Management Group . IMG is in the 
process of obtaining substantial 
sponsorship for each segment of our 
overall program . 

The professionals are not the only 
group who will ga in from sponsorship , -
in fact the pros will not have near ly the 
funds channeled into their area as will 
the amateurs . 

Next season will see tremendous gains 
for the state affiliate programs , the 
National Juniors, and we intend to 
begin elaborate efforts in the Seniors, 
Masters and Golden Masters divis ions , 
to give these long time supporters of 
racquetball the overdue benefits that 
they so richly deserve. 

In fact , our biggest problem right now is 
sorting out the many potentia l 
sponsors and drawing out those firms 
whose interest is in a long term 
investment in racquetball , not just a 
quick promotional bonanza . 

We certainly do not want to offend any 
past sponsor, all of whom have been 
instrumental in the promotion of 
racquetball , and therefore , in the 
game 's meteoric growth. 
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On the other hand , we have to make 
our dec isions on a sound , business 
basis, to allocate funds where they will 
do racquetball in general the most 
good . 

Th is includes all the players , pros and 
amateurs , men , women and juniors , of 
all age categories . This includes all 
facilities , the Y's, JCC 's, schoo ls, and 
court clubs . And it includes the state 
and local promotions that are the 
backbone of our organ ization . 

Organizing and plann ing the 1977-78 
season is our greate st challenge for it 
beckons to us with plums of telev ision , 
tournaments and specia l events. It will 
be the next major step in our goal of 
mass approval of racquetball , - by the 
public and the med ia. 

We are striving for that day when 
racquetball will be uttered in the same 
breath as tennis, bowling , and golf , -
those individual sports that appea l to 
the millions, as participatory and 
spectator entities . 

Perhaps it will be 1977-78 , - perhaps 
1978-79 . But it will happen and it will 
happen soon . We 're working virtua lly 
every rising hour of every day , to 
ensure the future health and 

recogn ition of racquetba ll. We're 
work ing on your behal f for our sport. 

We hope to see all of you at the 
upcom ing Nationa l Championsh ips at 
the beautifu l At las Health Club in San 
Diego June 4-11 . It promises to be a 
sensat ional tournam ent , the one time 
in the season when players from every 
section of the nation can compete 
aga inst eac h other. 

Our hosts, Ken Davidson, Jerry 
Sandstrom and Lee Hinrichs of the 
Atlas Corporation, along with the 
Ca liforn ia Racquetba ll Asso ciation's 
Chuck Hanna and Je rry Monell are 
plann ing a superb event to top any 
racquetball tourname nt anywhere . 

The Nationals has an aura all its own, 
not found anywhere else with in 
racquetba ll. It's a tourna ment that 
should not be missed by any serious 
player or fan . 

We hope you 'll be wit h us next month 
as the 12 winners are crowned 
Nat ional Champ ions. • 



Gil Sou1h. Greenspring Rocket Club - -- - -



LETTERS 
Dear Bob : 

I've just read the tearsheet regarding 
your agreement with the International 
Management Group and I want to 
congratulate you 0:1 this move. 

In my opinion this will certainly be good 
for racquetball and I'm sure it will be 
beneficial to your organization . 

I wanted to wish you all the ·luck in this 
new endeavor and express my hope 
that it will be very successful. 

Dear Bob , 

William B. Tanner 
Memphis, TN 

I sincerely wish to thank you for 
attending this year's Pro Tour stop in 
Denver. Your presence made the 
tournament even more enjoyable . 

I also want to compliment you on the 
fine job Chuck & Terry did of running 
the tournament and above all 
compliment the NRC on the fine 
conduct of its players. They are first 
class gentlemen and the Sporting 
House staff and its members 
thoroughly enjoyed their presence. 

Thanks again for your support and 
friendship . 

Rick Schliebe 
Denver Sporting House 

Dear Mr. Leve: 

As Chairman of the President's Council 
on Physical Fitness and Sports, I am 
most appreciative of the fine job you 
are doing in promoting the Presidential 
Sports Award for racquetball. Most of 
the racquetball award applications we 
are receiving are being submitted on 
the form you printed in your September 
1976 edition, and these now are 
mounting toward an impressive total. 

I have asked David Hart, who operates 
the Sports Award program for the 
Council, to send you some samples of 
the applications we are receiving as a 
result of your support. Meanwhile, I 
hope you will convey my greetings and 
best wishes to all of the staff members 
who havehelped on this project. 
Captain James A. Lovell , USN (Ret.) 

Consultant to the President 
on Physical Fitness and Sports 
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Dear Bob and Evie: 

I just received my March issue of 
National Racquetball and wanted to 
write and express my appreciation for 
your comments in your editorial, 
"Reach Your full Potential." 

I think you addressed an increasingly 
important aspect of the game, but even 
more importantly, I appreciated your 
Christian witness. It is gratifying to see 
that type of commitment among the top 
levels of the U.S. Racquetball 
Association . 

Dear Bob, 

I sincerely wish to thank YOU for 
attending this year's Pro Tour stop in 
Denver . Your presence made the 
tournament even more enjoyable . 

I also want to compliment you on the 
fine job Chuck & Terry did of running 
the tournament and above all 
compliment the NRC on the fine 
conduct of its players . They are first 
class gentlemen and the sporting 
House staff and its members 
thoroughly enjoyed their presence . 

Steven Ritchy Thanks again for your support and 
Woodbridge , VA friendship . 

Dear Bob: 

It is relatively easy to understand why 
you have succeeded so well and 
accomplished so much, and why so 
many people worship the ground you 
stand on, and also you are still human. 

The Good Lord had designs when he 
approved your birth . 

The most recent announcement in 
connection with Mark McCormack is 
perhaps the greatest and most 
significant action that has developed 
since racquetball entered the picture . 

It is easy to visualize what is going to 
happen, and I will thoroughly enjoy 
watching a great sport enjoy national 
acceptance and the leadership of one 
of the finest groups I have ever been 
privileged to meet, and I mean you 
good people at Skokie, You're hard to 
beat! 

Dear Chuck : 

D. B. Frampton 
Columbus, OH 

Thanks for selecting my health article 
for the March issue, and for the nice 
by-line. 

Victor I. Spear, M.D. 
Rockford, IL. 

P.S. The color coverage adds a lot of 
class to the magazine. 

Dear Chuck: 

Rick Schliebe 
Denver, CO 

We at The University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga were really excited at the 
opportunity which we had this past 
week-end to host the tournament of the 
Racquetball Association. This was a 
great event not only for our campus but 
also for our entire community . We 
appreciate all your efforts wh ich 
resulted in a splendid tournament. 

It is our hope that we will be able to host 
similar tournaments for you in the 
future; the success of this first 
tournament indicated the great 
potential which this community has for 
such events . I therefore look forward to 
being with you in the future. 

James E. Drinnon , Jr. 
Chancellor 

University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga 
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Maintenance free Dynaturf is a seamless 
synthetic elastomer sprayed in place and 
covered with a smooth urethane sealer. 
With twice the durability of wood , 
Dynaturf for racquetball is available in a 
full range of colors and color 
combinations . 

Dynaturf for racquetball , 
the revolution begins now. 

The Dynaturf Company , 
long recogn ized as t he 

leader in tennis court surfacing 
is proud to announce a maj or 

b reakthrough in racqu etball surfac ing . 

For years , racquetba ll c lub owners have 
had to endure the problems of wood 
floors . Warping , rott ing , sanding and 
refinishing are just a few of the major 
problems that can make a club 
own er 's overhead skyrock et. 

For more informat ion cal l us collect 
or write us today . 

The ~~Company • Box 2479 • Columbus , Ohio 43216 • Phone : 614-294-3776 
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CHUCK LEVE 

Illinois' 
Number One 
Player 
He's the Honorable James R. Thompson, 
Governor of Illinois and self-taught, 
enthusiastic Class C racquetballer. 
On November 2, 1976, " Big Jim" 
Thompson was elected Governor of 
Illinois with the overwhelming margin of 
nearly 1,500,000 votes, the largest 
plurality in Illinois gubernatorial history. 

What makes Thompson's 
accomplishment all the more 
interesting is that he attributes much of 
the credit for his 63 per cent of the vote 
to racquetball. 

"I was looking for some activity to get 
me in top physical condition for the 
campaign," said Thompson in a 
telephone interv iew with National 
Racquetball editor Chuck Leve. "I 
eventually settled on a combination of 
racquetball and weight lifting ." 

But of all the sports around to use as 
cond itioning, why did the candidate 
Thompson begin a brand-new 
endeavor like racquetball? 

"A good friend of mine, Dan Patterson, . 
suggested racquetball ," said 
Thompson. "I wanted a program of 
stamina and physical activity, - plus a 
diversion from everyday pressures . It 
all added up to racquetball ." 

The results of his physical fitness 
program were dramatic . Thompson, 
who stands 6'6 was able to drop 42 
pounds prior to and during the 
campaign . The 40-year-old 
Republican claims he never felt in 
better condition than when 
campaigning . 

Thompson admitted that he tried tennis 
before his racquetball experienQe but 
found tennis lacking in challenge, fun, 
workout and competition . 

"Some instructor set me in one place 
and made me hit balls back to a 
machine, " said Thompson . "That's not 
what I call a workout." 

He first stepped onto a racquetba ll 
court in January of 1976 and has 
reached the point of sat isfaction . 

"I'm a Class C player ," he said , "but I'm 
improving . My game suffers if I'm 
distracted , so sometimes it's tough. 
But I've noticed steady improvement ." 

Thompson is a former United States 
Attorney , Assistant Illinois Attorney 
General, Assistant Cook County 
State 's Attorney and Associate 
Professor of Law at Northwestern 
University . 

And despite his size racquetba ll is the 
first sport he has ever played . 

"That is, except some golf ," said 
Thompson . "But golf is not a workout 
and it takes far too long . " 

Born and raised on the West Side of 
Chicago, Thompson 's legal and 
political career have earned him the 
respect and adulation from many 
sides . He was named Chicagoan of the 
Year by the Chicago Press Club in . 
1973 Israel Bonds Man of the Year in 
1974: National Law and Soc ial Justice 
Leadership Award in 1975 , and 
Humanitarian Award for 1976 . These 
are just highrights of the many awards 
he has received for public service. 

One award Thompson has never 
received is a racquetball trophy . 

"I entered a tournament this year, " said 
the Governor. "It was a Class C 
tourney at McClurg Court in Chicago . I 
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lost in the first round , but I loved it. It 
was the first organized athletic 
competition of my life. I never thought 
I'd have the guts to enter ." 

Thompson explains that he's been 
unable to keep up his campaign 
workout pace since taking over the 
Governor's office. 

"The transition period between 
administrations was difficult, " he said, 
"and I couldn 't take as much time as I 
wanted to play. But I'm gra~~ally . 
working up my physical actlv~ty and '.t 
should be to the point I want ,t soon. 

When in Springfield Governor 
Thompson plays with members of the 
General Assembly or staff members . 

"No, they 're not condescending," he 
said. "They really enjoy beating me. I 
think the frustrations taken out during 
play are a draw ." 

Those frustrations and the ability to 
release and leave them on the 
racquetball court are some of the 
primary reasons for the success of 
racquetball in general and the great 
enjoyment of the game by Thompson. 

-Photo by Arthur Shay 

He enjoys racquetball because he is 
able to release the daily pressures of 
one of the nation's IT)Ost pressure filled 
jobs, - the Governor's office . 

"Politics can be a frustrating, tough 
business ," related Thompson. "Trying 
to initiate programs and organize 
government can be difficult. So to be 
able to go out and release those 
tensions is great. When I get back to 
the office after a workout I feel 
tremendous ." 

Thompson feels so tremendous about 
racquetball that he's going to do his 
share to help promote it. He recently 
announced his plans for the 
Governor's Council on Physical 
Fitness , which will have many 
programs, including racquetball. 

As far as his playing habits are 
concerned , Thompson was quick to 
point out his weaknesses, while 
humbly ignoring his strong points. 

"I'm so tall I have a hard time getting 
low enough on my kill shots , " he said. 
"I find myself shooting from shoulder 
or waist level. But I'm learning to get 
lower . 

"My best shot is my lob serve . When 
it's falling right I can be tough. I'm also 
learning to go for the kill when I have 
the chance." 

Like most well known people , 
Thompson 's racquetball workouts 
usually attract good sized galleries. He 
finds the crowds usually cheer his 
infrequent kill shots and tolerate his 
mis-hits. 

"I recently had my biggest thrill in 
racquetball, " he said. "I hit a cross 
court , deep court backhand kill. It just 
rolled out. I was so excited I turned to 
the gallery to bow to the cheers, -and 
there wasn 't a soul watching! 

"I picked up the ball to serve and my 
opponent said, 'What backhand kill?' 
Probably the only time all year when 
nobody was in the gallery ." 

To put the crowning touches on his 
belief in racquetball as physical fitness 
for himself and all of Illinois, Thompson 
recently issued an Executive 
Proclamation naming the week of 
March 21-28 as Racquetball Week in 
Illinois, to coincide with the annual 
Illinois Racquetball Association 's state 
championship tournament. 

Quite a guy . Quite a friend for 
racquetball,- Governor Jim 
Thompson of Illinois . • 
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INSTRUCTIONAL Part II JERRY HILECHER 

The Serve 
Jerry Hi lecher, currently the fourth ranked racquetball p~ayer on th~ N.R.C. tour, is 
universally recognized as possessing one of the best dnve serves in_our g~me. In 
this article Jerry breaks down that serve , expla ining what it is that ~1ves him ~he 
power and control which combine to make his serve a devastating offensive 
weapon . 

As stated in the first article , deception 
plays a major role in an offensive serve . 
To have a deceptive serve, a player 
must be able to groove his serving 
stroke so that each stroke is identical. 
Once a strong understanding of the 
stroke discussed in article one (March, 
National Racquetball) has been met, 
the player is ready for the next 
important stage of the serve. 

This article will concentrate on the point 
of impact and the moments 
immediately following . It will show how 
to hit the ball at the necessary angles, 
when to use certain serves , where to hit 
the ball , and where to move into 
position after the serve . 

Before continuing , a few more 
definitions of terms is necessary . 

Jamming an opponent-Having the 
ball move quickly into him, so he can't 
use a full stroke. 

Ace serve-A serve that your 
opponent can 't reach . 

Z serve-A serve that hits the front 
wall, then side wall, bounces, then hits 
the opposite side wall. 

Junk serve-Or garbage serve , which 
means to almost push the ball to the 
front wall and having it come back 
softly. 

My serves are geared to either getting 
an ace right away, or having a tough 
enough serve so my opponent gives a 
weak return which I can then kill. These 
offensive serves come from two 
positions in the service box: Position A 
and Bin the diagram . From postion C, I 
use safe serves , which are just to put 
the ball in play. 
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Serves From Position A 

Generally speaking, I serve more 
serves from position A then any other 
position on the court . As will be seen 
during this article, most of my ace 
serves , are to my opponent's forehand. 
A player shouldn 't be afraid to mix 
serves between the forehand and 
backhand, due to the deception and 
indecision it will cause the receiver . 

From position A, I have four serves that 
I mix together . They are mixed so my 
opponent will go. This indecision 
added to the deception in my stroke, 
doesn 't give my opponent much time to 
react to the serve . Mistakes will be the 
result of my opponent trying to rush his 
returns. 

Low Drive Serve to The Lett 

When hitting any serve to my left, my 
wrist is behind the ball at point of 
contact. The further my wrist is behind 
the ball , the sharper the ball will move 
to the left . Since I am hitting the ball at 
just a slight angle to the left, my wrist 
should be just a little behind the ball at 
point of contact. 

The ball should strike the front wall 
about two feet above the ground and 
three feet from the left side wall. I want 
to hit the ball at this position so the ball 
will move off the front wall and hit the 
floor about one foot past the short line, 
and six inches from the left side wall. If 
hit properly my opponent will have to 
scrape the ball off the left side wall, and 
won 't be able to hit a very strong return. 

Righthander-Against a righthander , 
this serve is extremely effective . It will 
not result in many aces but should 
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bring many weak returns which can ?e 
put away on the· next shot. I use th1~ 
serve about 70% of the time because 1t 
is effective and can set up ace serves 
to different locations. 

Lefthander-Against a lefty I will us~ 
this serve only 5% of the time . Used_in 
the right situations it ca.n be an effect1~e 
ace. serve. I may begin my service with 
this serve when looking to gain some 
momentum , and in an attempt to catch 
my opponent off guard . Since it is hi_t to 
his forehand it is a risky serve which 
can resu It in' an immediate side out if 
not hit properly. If the opponent 
expects th is serve he can charge the 
ball, and attempt to pass me on my 
right. 



Position After the Serve: After every 
serve I want to watch the ball move 
towards my opponent. To do this, I turn 
my body to the side the ball is traveling . 
Without turning completely around, I 
move only enough to be able to see the 
ball out of the very corner of my eye . By 
doing this I can now see when and with 
what stroke my opponent hits the ball , 
enabling me to be on my toes and 
ready to move . 
After the serve I want to be in a position 
where I can best get to my opponent's 

• 

serve return. That position is on the left 
port ion of center court . From this 
position I can guard against any of my 
opponent's serve returns with the least 
amount of movement. One or two steps 
forward will return many of his kill 
attempts to the left corner. If my 
opponent hits a ceiling ball I just move 
back about two steps . On pass 
attempts to my right , generally one 
good step would enable me to cut the 
ball off before it passes me. 



Z-Serve to the Left 

When hitting a Z-serve to the back left 
corner of the court, I aim about three 
feet high and one foot away from the 
right side wall. Since I am hitting the 
ball sharply to the right , my wrist is in 
front of the ball at point of contact. I 
want to hit the ball at such an angle so it 
moves from the front to the side wall , 
and bounces five feet behind the short 
line, two feet from the left side wall. If hit 
correctly it will then move into the left 
wall and die deep in the back left 
corner. 

Righthander-Against a righty, I use 
this serve when I'm looking for a weak 
return . I won 't get many aces on this 
serve , but my opponent is often 
jammed, forcing a weak return. I will 
generally hit this serve as a change of 
pace , after I have already made three 
or four points during the inning. If the 
opponent can cut the ball off before it 
reaches the left side wa ll, he will 
probably try to shoot the left corner, or 
pass down the left wall. 

Lefthander-Since the serve is to my 
opponent's forehand , I will use this 
serve very sparingly. By hitting this 
serve maybe 5% of the time , it may 
catch my opponent sleeping and give 
me an easy ace. If I hit a poor serve, the 
ball will come off the back wall for a set 
up , and my opponent will either shoot 
the left corner , or pass me on my right. 

Position After the Serve : After the 
serve I want to move into center court, 
so I can best cover my opponent's shot. 
Since my serve generally hits the left 
side wall and comes out a couple of 
feet, I want to move into a position at 
center court. Essentially what I am 
doing is staying the same distance and 
angle away from my opponent on every 
serve. If the serve is closer to the left 
side wall, I want to be in the left portion 
of center court. If the serve is away 
from the side wall, I want to be in the 
center portion of center court. If the 
serve is close to the right wall , I want to 
be on the right portion of center court . 
See illustration. 
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Cross Court Drive Serve to Right 

Since this serve is hit slight ly to the 
right , your wrist should be slightly in 
front of the ball at contact. Aim a little 
right of the center part of the front wall, 
two feet above the floor . If hit properly it 
will bounce around on e foot behind the 
short line, and two feet from the right 
side wall. The ball will then move 
towards the back right corner of the 
court and die before reach ing the back 
wall. 

Righthander - Agains t a righthander 
this is an excellent serve for an ace 
attempt. The opponent is partially 
screened from the ball as it moves 
towar ds the front wall, and will usually 
start to lean to the left . He then is off 
balance and slow to recover to the 
right. Against a righthander, this serve 
is much more effective the lower it is hit, 
because if it comes off the back wall, it 
is an easy set-up for his forehand. I 
would use this serve sparingly and only 
after hitting a couple of se rves to the 
left . This gets my opponent leaning to 
the left where the element of surpr ise 
makes the serve a po int getter . 

Lefthander - Most of my games against 
lefthanders are started using this 
serve. I won 't get many aces, but if hit 
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properly I shou Id get fairly weak 
returns . I want to hit this serve deeper 
because I have a better chance of 
jam ming my opponent if he is caught 
deep in the right corner . From this 
position I will hit this serve around 40% 
of the time because it is a fairly safe and 
offensive serve. 

Position After the Serve : Since the 
serve is to the right side of the court , I 
want to move to the right portion of 
center court. I must move quickly into 
position ·due to my standing in the left 
port ion of the service box . The deeper 
the serve is into the right corner, the 
harder it.will be for him to return it 
cross-court. So expect either a ceiling 
bal l or an attempt to shoot the right 
corner. If the ball doesn't travel deep 
then my opponent often tries to cut the 
ball off and attempt a pass to my left . 

Reve rse Z to the Right 

The reverse Z is one of the most 
diffic ult to learn yet is one of my most 
effective serves. Since I am hitting the 
bal l sharply to my left, I want my wr ist to 
be behind the ball at point of contact. 
The ball should strike the front wall two 
and a half feet from the floor , and within 
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a foot from the left side wall. The ball 
moves very quickly across the service 
zone and in front of my body. It then 
should hit the right side wall two feet 
from the back wall and come straight 
out, paralle l to the back wal l. 

Righthanders - From this pos ition, the 
reverse Z is my best ace serve. The 
opponent sees the ball for a split 
second moving to the left. Before he 
can determine the angle of the 
projectory , he starts to lean to the left, 
caus ing him to be off balance and slow 
to move back to the right. Because it 
comes fairly close to the back wall, it is 
difficult for the opponent to get his 
racquet behind the ball and use a full 
stroke. The only weakness of this serve 
would be if the opponent can get a 
good jump on the ball and cut if off 
before it reaches the right side wall. He 
would then have me out of position still 
in the service box. By mixing this serve 
up with others and using it 10% of the 
time , the opponent generally is caught 
looking . 

Lefthander-Against a lefthander this is 
also a very effective serve. If hit 
properly, you shou Id be able to get a 
few aces and weak returns from your 
opponen t. A lefthander will generally 
wait for it to come off the right side wall 
and is often jammed by doing so . Since 
the ball is jamming the opponent, most 
of his returns will be to the right portion 
of the court. Since this is an extremely 
effective serve , I use it in any situation 
of the match. The only problem may 
occur if the angle into the front wall is 
too sharp , causing the ball to move into 
the right side wall at almost the center 
of the court. The opponent will then 
have me out of position and a fairly 
easy set-up. 

Position After the Serve: After I serve I 
want to move into center court. Since 
the ba ll comes off the right side wall 
towards the middle of the court, I don 't 
wa nt to be caught too far to the right. 
Most of my opponents shots will be 
directed to the right. 

Serv es From Position B 

Serves from this position are generally 
used as a safe serve. These serves are 
the only serves discussed which don't 
use the offensive stroke described in 
the last issue of National Racquetball. 
Dropp ing the ball much higher than 
before, I come underneath the ball, 
almost pushing the ball in the direction I 
wish it to take. These serves are easy 
to put in play, but difficult for an 
opponent to hit any offensive return. I 
usually use serves from this position 
when my first serve was a faul t or if I'm 
getting tired. 

Garbage Serves to the Left and 
Right 

Garbage serve to the left : This is the 
eas iest serve I know to put the ball into 
play. It has almost zero chance of 
double faulting, making it a desirable 
serve for anyone to learn. Standing in 
the center of the service box , I drop the 
ball very high. I bring my racquet softly 
through the ball, aiming for seven feet 
from the ground and three feet to the 
left of center . The ball will then take a 
fairly high arc, bouncing three feet 
behi nd the short line and from left side 
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wall. It will then take a high bounce 
dropping deep into the back left corner 
of the court . 

Righthanders-lf I fault during my first 
serve, I will come back with this serve 
about 70% of the time . It has almost no 
chance for an ace, but its use is almost 
solely defensive. This serve moves 
high into an opponent's backhand , 
forcing him to hit a ceiling ball. If he tries 
to cut the ball off before it bounces , he 
will try to shoot the left corner . 

Lefthanders- This serve should only be 
used as a second serve. Used only 
10% of the time, it keeps the opponent 
from trying to cut off serves to his right. 
Most of his returns will be ceiling balls 
or pass attempts to my right. 

Position After the Serve: Since most of 
my opponents will hit ceiling ball 
returns , I don't have to worry much 
about guarding the front court . I simply 
move into the deep left portion of center 
court, after the serve . 

Garbage serve to the right: The 
garbage serve to the right is a perfect 
mirror image of the garbage serve to 
the left. The same stroke is used , but 
now you aim three feet to the right of 

/\ 
I \ 
I \ 
I \ 

I 1 

* ' \ 
' 
' \ \ 
\ 

\ \ 
\ 

' -~·- \ ... 

18 MAY 

where you are standing, instead of 
three feet of the left. The ball bounces, 
moving deep into the right corner of the 
court. The explanations for left and 
right handers are reversed to 
compensate for the ball now moving to 
the right instead of the left. Position 
after the serve is now at the deep right 
portion of center court . 

High Z Serves to the left and Right 

The high Z serve is another easy serve 
to hit, with little chance for error . I again 
bounce the ball fairly high and come 
underneath it. I want to swing a little 
harder then I did for the junk serves 
because now I'm hitting more walls . 
For a Z serve to the right, I hit the ball 
eight feet from the floor and two feet 
from the left side wall. For the Z serve to 
the left , the height is the same but I 
now aim two feet from the right side 
wall. The ball then moves into the side 
wall, bounces at center court, and 
moves into either the left or right 
corners . 

Righthander-For righthanders, I use 
the High Z to the left around 10% of the 
time. Its not quite as safe as the junk 
serve , but it is a fairly effective way of 
forcing the opponent to hit a ceiling ball 
return. If he rushes the ball and takes it 
on a short hop , he will probably try to 
shoot the left corner. I will mix these 
serves with some high Z's to the right, 
used also around 10% of the time . This 
also keeps the opponent guessing, 
adding just a little more offense to the 
serve . 

Lefthander-Against a lefthander I use 
the high Z to the right also 10% of the 
time . It comes in high to his backhand, 
causing him to return a ceiling ball . To 
change the pace a little, I throw in some 
high Z's to the left. If a lefty can cut off 
either of these serves , most of his 
returns will be directed to the right 
portion of the court. 

Position After the Serve : For both high 
lob Z serves, I want to move back a 
couple of feet and into center court. 
Since the ball is moving slowly, I have 
plenty of time to do so. I must stay on 
guard for the opponent rushing the 
serve and trying to drive the ball past 
me. If he can't rush the ball, he will be 
forced to hit a ceiling ball return. 
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Serves From Position C 

Generally speaking I hit less serves 
from this position than from posit ion A. I 
feel that this position can bring me 
more ace serves , and I use it when 

- looking for a hot streak. From position 
A I'm looking for an occasional ace. 
From position C, every serve I hit is 
going for an ace . When you try for an 
ace, your risk of hitting a bad serve is 
higher, giving your opponent an easy 
set up . But when I need a hot streak, I 
forget about the risk and take my 
chances. So from this position I'll either 
make •it or break it. 

Low Drive Serve to the Right 

To execute this serve properly , my 
wrist is just about even with the ball at 
point of contact. Aim for a spot two feet 
above the floor and one and a half feet 
from the right side wall. The ball should 
just make it over the short line within a 
foot of the right side wall. If hit properly 
the ball should die before reaching the 
back wall , making it very difficult to 
return . 

Righthander-When this serve is 
dropping in just right , it is my best serve 
for an ace. The great part about this 
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serve is that I can hit it three or four 
times straight and still get aces each 
time. To return this serve a righthander 
has to run all the way to the right side 
wall. Since the ball is very close to the 
wall, it is hard for an opponent to get off 
a full stroke, and probably take much of 
the effectiveness out of his return . 
Even though this serve is to his 
forehand , I use it 30% of the time from 
this pos ition . 

Lefthander - Against a lefty this is also a 
very effective serve . It will come in very 
fast to his backhand , causing him to 
rush his return . Most of my point s on 
this serve will come because my 
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opponent was jammed and tried to get 
a weak shot off into the right corner . 
From this position I use this serve at 
least 60% of the time . The only 
possibility of error using this serve , is if 
the ball moves into the right side wall, 
and comes out towards center-court. 
Thi s would result in an easy forehand 
setup for my opponent. 

Position After the Serve : The 
necessary position is very easy to 
attain, because after the serve, I back 
up only one or two steps. Since I'm 
hitting the ball down the right wall, I 
want to be in the right portion of center 
court. Most of my opponents kill 
attempts will be directed towards the 
right corner . 
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Low Drive Serve to the Left 

Since this serve moves to the left, my 
wrist is behind the ball at point of 
contact. I'm aiming just to the right of 
the center of the front wall. By hitting 
the ball two and a half feet from the 
floor , the ball is able to carry past the 
short line, and within two feet of the left 
wa ll. Problems may occur with this 
serve if hit too high on the front wall. It 
would then come off the back wall for a 
fairly easy set-up. 

Righthander- This serve is a fairly 
strong serve against a righthander. 
Often I will use this serve a couple of 
times to set up my main ace serve , 
(drive serve down the right) . The 
advantage of this serve is that it comes 
toward the opponent's backhand at 
many different angles . He then has to 
make very quick reactions to return it. 
This serve seems to go in streaks. 
When you find the groove it is 
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extremely tough . If you 're off , then it is a 
set-up , and you're opponent will try and 
shoot the left corner . 

Lefthand er-Against a lefty, this serve 
should be used only 10% of the time . 
When used in the proper situations , it is 
an extremely potent serve . It gains the 
most effectiveness after varying your 
serves and getting your opponent to 
lean to the right. An ace with this serve 
can often break your opponent's 
concentra tion. The serve looks easy to 
return yet the opponent 
underestimates the area he must cover 
to get to the ball . Often a run of a few 
points will follow . 

Position After the Serve: I have to move 
quickly to the left after the serve 
because I start out so far to the right. 
Standing on the right, and serving to 
the left , leaves the entire left side of the 
court open to attack. So I must do my 
best to get into defensive position as 
quickly as possible . Center court · 
position would be adequate enough to 
protect the left side , and not be off 
balance against pass shots to the right. 
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Z Serve to the Right 

To properly hit this type of Z serve , I 
want to hit the ball against the front wall 
two feet from the left side wall. If hit two 
and a half to three feet high, the ball will 
bounce just past the short line and a 
little to the right of center court . To hit 
the ball at this sharp an angle , my wrist 
is far beh ind the ball at point of contact. 
The ball will then carry to the right side 
wall with in two feet of the back wall. 
The sharp ness of the angle causes it to 
come straight out , parallel to the back 
wall, mak ing any return very difficult. 

Righthanders - This serve is an 
excellent ace serve against a 
righthande r. The oppone nt often 
make s the mistake discus sed with the 
reverse Z to the right. His opponent 
sees the ball movin g to the left for a split 
second , causing him to lean to the left. 
The ball then hits the left wall forcing 
the ball to the right , and he is caught off 
balance . Th is is a very safe serve to hit, 
with the only problem resulting when 
hitting the ball at too sharp of an angle. 
The ball ends up hitting the right side 
wall around mid-court for an easy 
setup . Like many of my serves from this 
position , this is a fairly streaky serve . 
When it is falling in, I can generally get 
a few aces in a row. If my opponent can 
cut the ball off before it hits the right 
side wall , he will probably try to pass 
me on the left . 

Lefthander - Lefthanders have a very 
difficult time with th is serve . Since the 
ball travels deep and parallel to the 
back wall , the opponent has to try and 
cut the ball off before it hits the right 
side wall . If the ball moves into the right 
side wall , then the ball must be scraped 
off the back wall. Either way is difficult 
caus ing weak returns . From this 
posi tion I use this serve 30 % of the 
time . Although not the most offensive 
serve , it is very safe and leaves me in a 
perfect position for most returns . Since 
my opponent is fairly jammed by the 
serve , many of his returns are towards 
the right port ion of the court . 
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Position After the Serve : After th is 
serve I simply have to take a coup_l~ of 
steps back, and I am in a good pos1t10~ 
for almost any return . Since the ball is 
travel ing around the walls on the serve, 
I have plenty of time to move into 
position at center court . 

This concludes the two part art icle on 
serves . Although there are many 
var iations, these are the basic serves 
which should be added to your 
repertoire . In all serving , cons istency is 
importan t. The stroke has to be the 
same and the ball must react the same 
for ea~h particular serve you hit. Once 
mastered the serve is the most 
effective part of your offensive game . • 
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"Take h from me, it's 
the racquet I like to win with!" 
MYRON RODERICK 
Past Dir ., International RacQuetball Assoc . 
Amer ican and Canadian RacQuetball 
Champion, Seniors Division 
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Your method of billing your members ' regular charges may 
be the least professional thing you do. 

With tightening competition for racquetball members, it's just 
good business to make sure you're not turning any of your 
members off at billing time with an error-prone manual or 
inadequate computerized billing program . What's more. you 
owe it to yourself to maximize your receivable controls for laster 
re!urn on that big dollar investment your facility represents. 

RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS /PCB • 1s the com­
pu:er billing system designed from market research by the 
racquet sports specialists . the Louis Zahn Data Service Corp 
We are the exclusive developers of TENNISYSTEM /PCB• , 
the system that totally solves clubs ' billing problems . while 
providing you with timely and concise informat ion needed for 
your club 's present and future grow1h. 

We have many satisfied clients throughout the country. with 
100 % renewals each season . RACQUETBALL CHARGE 
SYSTEMS /PCB • will cost you less than your present pro­
gram . and we can prove it We know 1I will give you the finest 
controls . 

Receipts , optionally signed by your Racquetball Club Mem­
bers are promptly mailed with our concise . informative . TO­
T ALLY DESCRIPTIVE STATEMENTS, to eliminate b1ll1ng re­
lated questions and problems . Customized imprinted payment 
cards , pre-addressed to your club , and matching return en­
velopes enclosed with your racquetball club members · state-

* PCB is Permanent Court-T ime Billing . 

II 

ments , nelp to conven charges into working cash last . . . 
especially with our guaranteed 72-hour turnaround se rv ice . 
Easy-to-read . co lor-coded aging analys is tells you instantly 
who owes what . and for how long . In add1t1on. we include the 
date your member last used your club 's services and the date 
payment was made , as well as member's year-to-date tota l 
charges . 

Precise sales analysis (1nclud1ng cash) sorts down all sales , 
categori cally Free PR. sales. and optional dunning message s 
can be custom-imprinted on top of your racquetball members · 
descriptive statements each month . RACQUETBALL 
CHARGE SYSTEMS also provides electronic stuffing and 
mailing services with optical scanninQ to insure instantaneou s ­
cash ffow, as well as providing the abili ty to stuff and mail your 
monthly club 's newsletters and two addit ional advertising 
leaflets . 

And you rece ive free in-club training by our pro 
It takes only an hour a day to operate RACQUETBALL 
CHARGE SYSTEMS /PCB• . Can you beat that? No expen­
sive . complex installat ions or confusing , sensitive gadgets . No 
minimum service per iod . No binding contract. No cancellation 
lee . 

Smooth and immediate transition from your present system 
or you can start now befor e your club is construct ed . RAC­
QUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS / PCB · serv es c lub s 
throughout our entire nation 

NOTE: OUTPUT OF JOURNAL PAPER TAPE FROM IN-CLUB 
CASH REGISTERS CAN BE USED AS INPUT TO THE ABOVE 
SYSTEM. IF YOU SO DESIRE, WE CAN AID YOU IN POINT OF 
SALE REGISTER SELECTION AND IMPLEMENTATION . 

Free registered and trademarked samples of statements , print-outs, 
transaction forms . payment cards . Free quotation . No obligation. Backed by 
9 million dollars of computer power and our pros to run it. 

WR ITE OR CALL COLLECT NOW FOR 
MORE INFORMATION OR A DETAILED 
PROPOSAL. 312-681 -3061 

NOTE: RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS/PCB• are exclusive registered and trademarked 
data systems for RACQUETBALL by the 

Louis Zahn Data Service Corp. 1930GEOAGE STREET MELROSE PARK , ILLINoIs so,so 

------------------ --- -------------------- ----
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INSTRUCTIONAL PART I CHARLIE BRUMFIELD 

A Guide To Doubles 
For the 
Thinking Player 
Charlie Brumfield certainly needs no introduction to the racquetball public. As 
holder of every major racquetball title in the game 's history at one time or another, 
Brumfield has earned the respect , awe, and jealousy that usually accompanies 
success. He is overwhelmingly regarded as the game's all-time best player as 
well as recquetball's foremost mental analyst. He is also an expert right side 
doubles player. 

In this article , the first of two, Brumf ield relates the theories, alignments, shots and 
secrets that made him such a successful doubles player . 

In doubles as well as in singles , center 
court control is what wins matches , day 
in and day out. This is for two major 
reasons , - coverage advantage and 
accuracy advantage . 

The team that controls center court is 
equa-distant from all potential 
coverage patterns . As opposed to the 
team caught in the backcourt , the front 
court team has a much greater 
opportunity to cover the kill shots . Keep 
in mind that in doubles most of the 
points are scored on kill shots where in 
singles, many points are scored on well 
placed passing shots. Passing is not as 
effective in doubles because you have 
yourself and your partner to cover the 
20 by 40. 

An outgrowth of this style of thinking 
dictates that the desired center court 
position should be slightly closer than 
what would be the· ideal sing les 
position. 

The accuracy advantage is more 
obvious . The front court team can take 
greater advantage of those front court 
plums . The team hitting from 1 O or 15 
feet from the front wall is going to be 
more accurate percentage -wise than 
the team hitting from 35 to 38 feet. 

An adju nct to the advantage of front 
court posit ion is the increased visibility. 
Vision is extreme ly important in 
doubles, because the play is so quick . 
Keep in mind that the tean: _that . 
occupies the back court pos1t1on during 
the course of a rally has to pick the ball 
up throu gh the four legs a~d four arr:ns 
of the opposing team tha_t _s occupying 
preferred front court pos1t1on. 

Serve The Coverer 
In plain words, this is a bi-product of our 
original discussion of the importance of 
control of the front court. Often times a 
team will rely to a great extent on the 
front court coverage ability of only one 
of the partners . This is especially true 
for the I formation and the diagonal 
defense formation (both of which will 
be discussed later). But is also applies 
to the straight side by side approach. 
Normally speaking , one partner just 
feels more comfortable and operates 
with more efficiency in the front court . 

The principle is this: if the team coverer 
has to return serve , then it is going to 
make it much more difficult for him to 
move into his area of greatest 
efficiency , i.e ., the front court. This is 
especially true if your serve forces him 
to return from the very deep corner and 
is doubly effective if the serve is so 
good that it makes him lose his 
balance, if only for a moment. 

Then, if he makes a weak return, often 
times there is absolutely no one up in 
front court to play defense and the 
serving team can score an easy point. 

If your opponent uses this tactic 
against your team, counter with the 
following : 

(1) Hit a time consuming serve return , 
particularly a ceiling ball which will give 
you , " the coverer," extra time to move 
to the front court. 

(2) Take an aggressive return 
position, that is, inch up in the court and 
try to fly the return of serve. Caution : -
make sure you follow in your shot. 

Normal playing pos ition of diagonal defense . 

*2 

*1 
(3) Alert your partner that he must be 
alert to take an extra step into tt,e 
center to close up the zone and give 
you that momentary bit of protection 
necessary to get back your defensive 
equilibrium . 
Isolation Theory 

The isolation theory is based on 
several principles . If one of your 
opponents does not get to hit shots for 
long periods of time he becomes rusty 
and cold . His timing is not nearly as 
sharp when the time does come for him 
to hit his shot. Everyone wants to be 
part of the play and there is a distinct 
tendency to poach into your own 
partner's rightful territory after several 
minutes have passed and you haven 't 
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Problem : no front position 

hit a ball yet. This causes a breakdow n 
in f luid teamwork because once 
poaching starts to occur no one really 
knows who is going to take what. Also, 
there is often a disintegration of team 
morale because it gives the 
impression, and rightly so, that the 
poaching partner doesn 't really have 
total confidence in his teammate . 

Additionally, it is true that when a team 
"gangs up" and hits every ball to one of 
the opponen ts, the single opponent 
tends to tire midway through the match . 
It puts tremendous mental strain on the 
poor guy because he knows he can' t 
really get much help from his 
teammate. 

26 MAY 

Serve the coverer ( * 2) --------- ------ -----, 

;\ 
I \ 

0 

I 

Remedy (2) 
Charge the Serve and Fly the Return 

Often times the guy hitting all the shots 
starts making his shot selection too 
aggressive and wi ll give up a number of 
easy points, thus causing a comp lete 
decay of teamwork and morale as his 
disenchanted teammate jumps over on 
his side to help out . 

The only real defense against this 
theory is to hit the ball in such a way 
that it becomes very difficult 
control-wise to keep the ball in one 
particular area of the court. Normally 
this means using a medium speed 
overhead drive at the earliest 
reasonab le time during the rally rather 
than sticking completely to the ceiling 
since a ceiling rally is the easiest way of 
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*1 *2 
Remedy (3) 
Your partner must cover fron t co urt. 

all to keep the ball to one person . 
Conversely, its really tricky and takes 
tremendous poise to take a well hit 
overhead drive coming into your body 
and do anything more than just hit it. 

Mo rale Main tenance 

Nothing is more important to the 
success of a doubles team than to 
maintain the proper mental equilibrium 
between the teammates . A constant 
good-natured banter during the course 
of the match has always been healthy 
tor my partners and me. Cheer your 
partner on. Encourage him to go for his 
bread and butter shots , and never , 
never criticize him publically . If you get 
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down on him, he'll almost certainly get 
down on himself . Then its "b uenos 
noches". 

If he is setting up improperly or is 
careless in his shot selection, handle 
this quietly and calmly during a time out 
communication period . Keep any 
criticism completely constructive in 
nature . Remember your partner is just 
as sensitive and is trying just as hard as 
you are. Be just as patient with him as 
you are with yourself! 

One other aspect of morale 
maintenance is the physical protection 
of your partner . Two cases come to 
mind immediately . First , occa sionally 
your partner will make a great retrieve 
in front court and the rally will continue 
with him quivering at the front wall. At 
your earliest possible chance , get the 
ball to the ceiling to give the poor guy 
an opportunity to move to safety. 
Nothing is more discouraging than 
being caught in " no man's land" and 
having not only your two opponents, 
but your partner himself, whizzing 
shots by your head . 

3econdly , do not serve hard drive 
serves directly behind your partn er in 
the service box leaving him open to 
being repeatedly ripped in the back on 
the serve return. Not only is this 
aggravating and painful, it virtually 
guarantees that your partner won't 
have time to get out of the box and help 
you play the next shot as a team . 

I make it a point never to second guess 
my partner by calling what looks to me 
like his skips and double bounce gets. 
We could argue the ethics of such a 
position all day. However , one thing is 
certain. It is embarrassing for my 
partner to be staunchly defending his 
own shot or get an d for me to side with 
the opponent s. In this circumstance, I 
feel a " see no evil " approach is the best 
for team equilibrium. Aft er all, I'm not 
the referee or God or his mother. Better 
I restrict myself to calling my own . 

Communication 
The old adage that two good singles 
players do not necessarily make a 
su perior doubles team is time tested . 
And the problem has proven to be a 
breakdown in communication. 

Commun ica tion is probably the single 
most important building block in 
constructing a solid doubles team . If 
communication could ever become 
complete, the two doubles part~ers 
could actually play as on e - ac ting 
almost as two subdivision s of one 
organism. This is the ideal. 

To approach the ideal, communication 
is necessary on four fronts . 

1) Pre game communication. This is 
the most important of all because this is 
where most of the major decisions 
must be made. When I play an 
important doubles match, my partner 
and I always have a conference to 
discuss such things as general 
coverage patterns, offensive tactics, 
types of serves that we think will be 
particularly effective against this 
certain opponent. 

Part of our discussion is really a 
forecast. We try to anticipate what our 
opponen ts are likely to try against us. In 
addition we discuss what our counter 
moves will be . Th is is much easier to do 
in the relaxed atmosphere of the locker 
room with a blackboard or scratch pad 
available than it is ins ide a closed court 
30 seconds before match time. 

Once we've discussed all of these 
possibilities it makes us much more 
aware and functioning as a unit, plus 
ou r major decisions of general strategy 
are made and we 've had a meeting of 
the minds, so to speak . 

2) Commu nica tion during the rally 
itself . Part of your pre-game 
communication session should be to 
decide on a series of concise verbal 
and hand signals that can be used 
during the times in the rally that 
inevitably occur - wh en your system 
breaks down. The signals should be 
loud and clear leaving no doubt as to 
what shou ld be don e. Normally, it is the 
responsibil ity of the player deeper in 
the court at the particular time to call 
the signals because he has a better 
view of the total situation. "Mine," 
"yours ," "s witch ," and "c lear" are the 
s ignals my partner and I have found 
suitab le for our system. In addition, we 
use hand signals and other secret 
signs similar to those seen in baseball 
to tell eac h other the side and type of 
serve coming up. Your partner should 
be the first to know what you are going 
to do - not the last. 

3) Communication during time outs 
and between games. One of the worst 
attitudes I've seen on the doubles court 
is the tea m that is too proud to call time 
out and discuss things if a problem 
arises th at can not be handled by 
pre -game discussion . 

Since fatigue usually doesn 't enter into 
a double contes t, time outs should be 
used for communication or to stop your 
opponent's momentum. Hopefully, you 
can do both sim ultaneously . Th ese 

time outs and between games 
communications should be used as a 
quarterback would use the audible -
to make counter moves effective 
against unexpected offensive or 
defensive manuevers by your 
opponent. 

These discussions are not a sign of 
disorientation or panic but are rather 
the attempt to play your very best-to 
approach the ideal. 
4) Review your performance . Win or 
lose, after each match you and your 
partner should take a time to review 
your performance. Each match should 
be treated as a learning experience. 

And don't think its corny to keep a 
notebook on your matches. This 
practice will help you remember just 
what was working and what wasn't. 
This is the same procedure pitchers 
use to keep track of individual batters in 
baseball. It can work for you too. 

Driving Angle When Your Partner 
Has Front Court Position 
These diagrams show the different 
angles that should be hit depending on 
which side of your opponent your 
teammate is positioned . These angle 
differentiations take advantage of the 
visibility problem we alluded to earlier. 

To put it simply, your opponent cannot 
see the ball as well if your teammate 
positions himself analytically and you 
take advantage of this situation. By the 
time he does see the ball its usually too 
late to take it at midcourt so he must 
turn and try to retrieve . If the ball is kept 
low with pace, that ball may well be in 
the " land of no return." 
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If Partner Takes "Inside" Position 

Drive Low and Hard Down the Center 
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If Partner Takes "Outside " Position 

Drive Low and Hard Wide Angle V 

Fly Kill Vs. Off The Back Wall 

Consistent with the theory that the 
maintenance of front court position is 
all important in doub les, the fly dill or 
pass shou ld generally be used in 
preference to the off the back wall shot. 
This will allow both members of the 
team to stay in good position . In 
addition it often allows you a greater 
margin of erro r on your shot because it 
does not allow your opponents to move 
into good defensive position and thus 
your shot need not be as low. If you let 
the ball go throug h to the back wall and 
then try to kill it , your shot must be that 
much lower . Because of the elapsed 
time, you would now be hitting into the 
teeth of your opponent's defensive 
alignment . 

As a genera l yardst ick , I try to take 
every ball at midcourt that comes to my 
forehand at wa ist level or below (fly it). 
If it's any higher , it's genera lly better to 
let the ball go off the backwa ll. 

If I get stuck with a backhand option, 
tend to let the ball go through much 
more often . You shou ld do the same 
unless your backhand is as quick and 
explosive as Steve Serot's . 

No matter what theory says should 
work, some people just can 't fly the ball 
effective ly yet have a great back wall 
game . In such a case , don 't outsmart 
yourse lf . 
Sometimes I'll fake the f)y kill and let the 
ball go through in the hopes of catching 
my opponent charging for position and 
unable to avoid the infamous "naval 
ball. " Although th is tact ic is a little 



advance d, its often wort h the gamb le 
because of the embarrasmen t and 
disconsterna tion it causes . 

I Form ation 

Th is is the offensive/defensive 
alignmen t that places one team 
member up front to handle al l the kill 
shot retrievi ng and re-killing whi le the 
other partner floats in the backcourt, 
his main responsibility being to return 
pass attempts and ceiling play while 
also providing the long range offense. 

Only two teams in the history of 
nationa l caliber doubles racquetball 
have emp loyed this technique with any 
degree of success. Mike Zeitman and 
Ala n Hyman won the Nationals back in 
'69 using the I. Steve Serot and Biron 
Valier used the I during their 
heyday-1971-72-73 . 
Th e advantages of the system are 
obvious if you've ever seen these 
teams in operation . It gives the better 

*1 

*2 

athlete (always the backcourt man) the 
free range and unb ridled shot selecti on 
selection he needs to operate at 
maximum efficiency . This advantage is 
also the major disadvantag e for all of 
us mere mortals who might consider 
trying out the I. Your backcourt man 
has to be big , strong and extremely 
agile. In addit ion, the backcourt ceil ing 
game needs to be flawless and the 
backcourt stud needs to be able to 
unload rollouts from both sides of the 
backcourt . Not co inc identa lly , Ze itman 
and Serot are probably the only two 
players that combine these 
credentials . 

Technically , the I system can be 
attacked by four methods . 

1) Move the bac;kcourt man until he 
approaches exhaustion and you have 
taken the edge off his offensive game. 
This was the only real way to beat Serot 
in the old days . 

I\ 
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I *1 \ ; 0 

® *2 
Low, Hard Kill Shot 0 
KIiis Ball Cross Court- X 1 Is caugh t off balance 
anticip ating the right ally covera ge zone 

2) Serve the coverer and shoot the 
first ball before he can regain his 
equilibr ium and achieve his preferred 
pos ition in front court . Va lier used to get 
nine serves for every one that Serot 
would get. 
3) Kill the ball right into the middle as 
hard and low as you can , leaving no 
chance, really, for either of your 
opponents to make an effect ive return. 
The back man cannot get up in time . 
And your forecourt opponent probably 
won 't even touch the ba ll because in 
this situation he is forced to "anticipate 
right " to protect the down-the-line shot. 
Even if he does get to it , in all 
probability he'll just pop it up for a plum 
with his off ba lance backhand . 

4) Use ceiling balls to force X into the 
back left corner unt il he makes a weak 
return - then shoot wh ichever the 
corner his partner has left uncovered . 

*2 

*1 
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Side- By-Side 
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The side -by-side shou ld be the perfect 
offense /defense alignment. It allows 
for excellent coverage of the front court 
and gives both partners simple, 
unchanging responsibil ities , i.e ., cover 
your own side. 

Despite the apparent simplicity of such 
a system, on ly one team in the 
history of the game has played a 
side -by-side-Serot and Brumfie ld. No 
righty -righty combo has even 
approached a true side-by-side . 

The reason is simple. It takes two 
ultra-quick individuals using their 
forehands to keep power drives from 
getting by down-the-lines with no one 
deep to pick up the slack. A player 
using his backhand up that close would 
be pounded unmercifu lly by pure and 
wide V's . 

You might ask why does the left and not 
the right side player have to play 
deeper. 90% of the people playing 
doubles are right handed. When a 
righthander has to react to a fast shot 
which is the norm in doubles, his basic' 
tendency is not to drive dow n the lane 
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Modified Diagonal and 
Resulting Coverage Patterns 
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but to go crosscourt . Thus most hard 
drives in doubles go to the left side 
(crosscourt for right hander) . In 
addition , no one ever sees a lefty 
playing right side so there is always a 
forehand over on the right side to cover 
the drives that do come that way. 
Consequently, the right side player can 
play closer. 

To allow for these tendencies most 
doubles teams play a modified 
diagonal defense that allows the left 
side pla~er to protect himself by playing 
back a little ways yet leaves the right 
sider up to cover the target for mos t kill 
shot attempts-namely the front right 
corner . 
The only other forma tion is the Paul 
Haber tactic. Paul plays his partner at 
the b~ck wall center and takes every 
shot himse lf. To me this is contra to the 
spirit of true doubles and shou ld not be 
dignified by further discussion . 
However, in all fairness - it's won many 
a match. • 

HELPS PREVENT 
EYE INJURY 
PLAYING HANDBALL 
RACQUETBALL 
AND TENNIS 

fo 

Champion 's MK Eyeguard is en­
dorsed by Lou Russo, several 
times National Handball Champio n 
and curre nt Thr ee Wall Handball 
Champ ion. 
Champion's MK Eyeguard is made 
from strong, lightwe ight aluminum , 
covered with soft , non -reflective 
natural rubber to mold around the 
eyes for maximum visibility, comfort 
and playing ease . 
It's designed to provid e the utmost 
P:Otecti<;>n against a ball hitting you 
d 1re~tly in the eye and causing injury . 
Available at Sporting Goods Stores 
Athletic Clubs and your YMCA. ' 



Largest (LEGAL SIZE) 

I, 1ghtest(235 

Less 
GRAMS) 

LARGEST. Ajay introduces the new SPOILER with the 
largest hitting area allowable by racquetball regulati ons , yet 
is lighter than most conventional racquets. The SPOILER 
is made of specially formulated heat treated aluminum 
extrusion and weighs only 265 grams. 

LIGHTEST. The Ajay VENDETTA weighs on ly 235 gr ams , 
but still retains the playing and durability characteristics. 
Scientifically constructed of heat treate d aluminum 
with a specially designed nylon throat piece, perforated 
cowhide grip , and tournament nylon strings . 

LESS. Ajay 's complete line of seven distinct models 
are competitively priced and offer exceptional values at 
suggested retail prices, from $10 to $35. 

In add ition to this powerful line of racquets, Ajay also 
offers a complete line of racque tball accessories, Seamco 
balls, the -11:558, #559 , and the new I.A.A. approved .t:444 . 

Thinking Racquetball? Think Ajay. Call your Ajay representative 
or call Ajay Sports, Delavan, Wisconsin toll free: 800-558-3276. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL 

Basic 
Doubles 
Strategy 

STEVE KEELEY 

Editor's Note-The following article, number five in a six part series, is excerpted 
from Steve Keeley's recent publication, The Complete Book Of Racquetball . The 
book, endorsed by the U.S. Racquetball Association, is published by D.B.I. 
Books, Inc., 540 Frontage Rd. , Northfied, Illinois 60093. The Complete Book Of 
Racquetball sells for $7.95 and in our opinio~ is one of t~e finest instructional 
manuals on racquetball published to date . This segment 1s from chapter three: 
The Game. 

Doubles 
A word on doubles, in my opinion , that 
catastrophic mutation of the real game. 
And a word of advice, again from 
personal experience: Eschew the 
madness. A fair amount of past 
doubles practice and tournament play 
qualifies me in reporting that no more 
than two people should occupy one 
court at one time. Especially if one or 
more of the participants is a chocolate 
freak or similarly handicapped biped. It 
should be posted above every 
racquetball court entrance , like the fire 
hazard sign: Capacity Two Persons . 

Doubles is a complex game which 
requires more patience, strategy and 
racquet control than singles . Watch 
four good players on the court at the 
same time . Since successful kill shots 
must be right on to be winners , the 
percentage method of play is a waiting 
game . Typically, there is a drawn out 
ceiling ball rally interrupted by a mis-h it 
ceiling shot. One team attempts to 
administer the coup de grace ; if the kill 
is a roll-off the rally ends, and if the ball 
comes up it is re-killed . 

For those brave souls or those players 
forced into doubles play due to the 
common too-many-players -for-too­
few-courts syndrome, there are two 
styles of court coverage most 
frequently used in doubles . The 
half-and-half method is by far the more 
widely used . Here, each player of one 
team .is responsible for covering that 
hardwood acreage to either side of an 
imaginary line drawn down the center 
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Fig. 1-The doubles half-and-half or side -by-side 
formation. 

of the court. (Figure 1). Realize that this 
line is only an aid to decrease "waffle 
faces " and that it may be crossed at 
any time by either teammate . 
Assuming both players are . 
right-handed , the one with the superior 
backhand usually takes the left side. A 
shot coming directly down the middle of 
the court, for example off the backwall , 
is the left side player 's respons ibility 
since this wou ld be a forehand shot for 
him . With a righty-lefty duo , the 
half-and-half style is ta ilor-made 
because both players are able to 
employ their stronger forehand strokes 
the majo rity of the time . The sout hpaw 
plays the left side and the person 
wielding the better backhand takes 
shots down the middle. 

The other common doubles court 
coverage method is the I forma tion, 
also called the front -and-bac k style . 
Here , an imaginary line is drawn from 
side wall to side wall about midcourt , 
with the front player being responsible 
for shots in the anterior half of the court 
and his back court counterpart taking 
balls in the poster ior half. (Figure 2.) 
Again, that dividing line is only 
imaginary and teammates will often 
find themselves crossing it to cover for 
each other. Those teams choos ing this 
formation are frequently composed of a 
back player with a good ce iling game 
and accurate kills, and a front player 
who is jackrabbit quick and an 
aggressive court coverer . 

Wh iche ver of the above two format ions 
is utilized, the problem in doubl es 
usually revolves aroun d the center 
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Fig . 2- The doubles front -and-b ac k or I 
formation . 

court control exchange . Even more so 
than in singles , control of the mid-court 
terr ain is the key to dou bles success. 
Vying for domin ation of that important 
area is sometimes a subtle 
cat- and-mouse ploy, at other time s it is 
a violent e lbowing slugfe st. There is a 
means of maintaining order at that 
center court epicenter of activity, and 
though it is logical and straightforward 
many play ers have a heck of a time 
executing the mechan ics of this 
method . 
Simply stated, if a player of Team 1 is 
about to hit the ball then the oppo sing 
Team 2 has the unwritten right to 
occupy the front (center court) position . 
AfterTe am 1 makes the shot, it is Team 
2's turn to do the hitting. Therefore, 
Team 2 relinquishes the front position 
to Team 1. The rally continue s with this 
perpetual exchange (on the right and 
left sides of the court) of the optim al 
front position by both member s of both 
teams. (See figures 3 and 4.) It was 
mentioned earlier that a professional 
double s conte st often con sists of 
drawn out ceiling ball rallies. The 
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Fig . 3-Beg inning of the front court position 
exchange : Right side offen sive player(• right 
side) takes the shot . The opposing team (O "s) 
are occupying front court . 

ceiling exchange is simple in itself, but 
look for a more complex exchange of 
positions in center court after each 
shot. The smooth give-and-take 
interaction, or slipping in and slipping 
out of station with each shot , 
resembles a four -man ballet when 
ideally performed . 

I am constantly amazed by two things 
in the realm of racquetball thes_e days. 
First I am amazed at the total lack of 
bea~tiful young women dressed solely 
in jill -straps on the courts after 
midnight. Second , I am amazed at the 
total lack of strategy employed in 
doubles matches . The first of these 
dilemmas I have no control over but the 
second perhaps I can remedy. 

It has been hinted that center court 
control is imperative in doubles. It is 
admittedly tiresome , but in this event 
one must remain alert , aggressive and 
on the move even during the relative 
" ceasefire " of a chronic ceiling 
exchange. Too, patience is not only a 
virtue but also a necessity in doubles. A 
three-quarter set-up in doubles is no 
longer the 100 percent plum ball that it 
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Fig. 4- The exchange is completed : Now the 
situat ion is reversed with the left side O 
retrieving the ball and his partner also 
relinquishing his front court position . The two 
opposing pl ayers (• 's), now awaiting a return 
shot , have mov ed into the vacated front court . 

is in singles because there are two 
nerds up there waiting to gobble up and 
spit back anything but a perfect bottom 
boarder. 

Stay patiently to the ceiling , broken up 
once in a wh ile by an around -the-wall 
ball. When you do try to smite a kill, it is 
a percentage maneuver to go for the 
side wall -front wall shot. This "pinch 
shot " carries the ball low to the center 
of the front wall where it is less likely to 
pop up or be covered by either member 
of the opposing team. (See figure 5.) 

Against a team composed of two right 
handers , the cross-court pass to the 
left (V-ball is a bread-and -butter ploy . 
(Figure 3.) The right side player 
remain aware of this percentage V-ball 
at all times, mixing his returns ott 
set-ups with this shot and kills. Against 
a righty-lefty combo, the cross-court 
pass is no longer such a threat 
becau se the left side player would be 
returning such a blast with a farther 
reaching, stronger forehand stroke . 
The V-ball is still applicable , but vary its 
use with a wider angle pass (this will 
tend to jam the player) or drive down 
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Fig . 5-The pinch kill shot (forehand or 
backhand side) is often more effect ive in 
doubles than a straight in kill. Ball goes to middle 
court away from both defensive men . 

the center of the court (which presents 
itself to both players' backhands). 
(Figure 6.) 

Strong serves and serve returns are 
musts if a team wants to enter the big 
leagues of doubles play . On the 
service. one may employ any of the 
serves talked about with one caution: 
On the high level services (garbage , 
high-Z , lob) take care that your initial 
shot is not rushed and pulverized on 
the fly by the opposing team . If you 
choose to serve up a garbage, lower 
the altitude of the serve to prevent the 
volley return . 

On the service return, take the ball on 
the fly on any high leve l serve . This is 
more easily done in doubles than 
singles beca use each team member 
has on ly one half of the receiving area 
to handle . 

In doubles especially, there is an "outer 
game " and an " inner game ." The 
strategic explanation heretofore has 
dealt solely with the outer game, or the 
physical maneuvering and shots. The 
inner game racquetball concerns the 
mental aspe cts of play . The inner game 
perva des doubles . There is a high 
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Fig . 6-The wide angle pass shot which Jams 
the left side defensive player . 

school locker room adage that 
"enthusiasm creates momentum, " and 
this is very apparent with a doub les 
team . It is astonish ing what a little 
hust le and desire by one teammate will 
do for the other . It is infectious, 
engendering a double "h ot streak" by a 
team. Often an encouraging word or 
even a well-timed mild admonishment 
aimed at a teammate will mark the 
turn ing point of a match. 

Doubles players sometimes use an 
isolation strategy in their game , 
whereby one of the opponents is 
singled out to rece ive the brunt of the 
attack. The chosen one is badgered 
with serve after serve , ceiling ball after 
ceiling ball, shot after shot , until he wilts 
to the varnished hardwood , physically 
and mentally spent. Meanwh ile, the 
team utilizing the isolation factor reaps 
a fringe benef it. As the chosen player is 
being worn down, his ignored partner 
experiences the dold rums of boredom 
and complete inactivity. The latter 
player often slips into a haze of 
disinterest or observation hypnos is. If 
and whe n he is finally hit a shot, the 
inac tive playe r is so "cold" or out of the 
groove that he blows it. This often 

elicits vocal exasperation from his 
teammate who has been flai ling about 
like a tangled-up puppet. Dissention 
among the ranks cracks the team. 
How to choose which player to isolate? 
The major prerequisit e is in picking the 
weaker of the team members. Too, 
often a team will select the left side 
player to nag wit h continuous sphere 
assault, assuming he is a right-hander . 
At other times it is wise to isolate the 
opponent who is hav ing a hot streak by 
directing the majority of balls to his 
partner . Finally, if you ever come 
across a doubles duo composed of a 
chocolate freak and his teammate , do 
yourse lf a favor and run the pimp les 
and pot-bel ly off the freak. 

As a parting note on doub les , allow me 
to re-emphasize my open ing 
sentiments . The two-on-two situation 
puts me in mind of a small group of 
dance rs jabb ing hips and gyrating 
pelvises on the dance floor to the 
mus ical command of an acid rock 
band's heavy beat. You look at that 
mass of ducking, d ipping bodies and 
say to yourself , "There must be a 
common denom inator of rhythm 
Somewhere with in all that movement , 
but I sure as heck can 't pick it out." 
Most doub les is exactly that: 
unorgan ized rhythm grooving to the 
wh ims of a high velocity sphere. 
Instead of hip jab s there are racquet 
jabs, and when contact is made it isn't a 
meeting of tender caress but rathe r the 
clash of racquet on tender flesh. 

Even when the four part icipants are 
veteran court virtuosos of multi-years 
exper ience , it is often movement and 
strategy without synchrony : a quartet 
of autonomously functioning 
carcasses double teamed in 
questionable combat. And when the 
teams are less accomplished than the 
learned virtuosos of wh ich I speak- for 
example, club hackers out for a good 
time-the combat is even more 
questionable . Too many times I have 
witnessed knee-ed knees and waffled 
faces among novices by the time the 
music is over . Red circular pock 
marks-welts , as they are termed in 
the racquetball vernacular-are the 
most obv ious manifestations of the 
greenhorn doubles disease. These red 
badges of courage(?) are no fun. 

I strongly feel doubles is a foo l's tango. 
Eschew the madness. • 
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INSTRUCTIONAL TERRY FANCHER 

Basics 
For Beginners 
If Y?U are ~ begin_ner a_t th~ gan:ie of racquetball , or have played for only a short 
peno~ of time , t~1s article 1s written for you . It has been the experience of many 
teaching professionals that new players , men, women or children , who take either 
group or private lessons at a club , YMCA or other facility start to acquire needed 
fun~a _ment~ls of the game right from the beginn ing. Conversely, players who 
p~~1c1pa_te in _ the ~port for a period of months without instruction have a very 
difficult time in trying to correct bad habits . In short , it makes sense to start 
learning correct techniques from the onset of play rather than having to readjust 
poorly learned techniques later . 

Experiment in practice 
Many players play entirely too 
conservatively in practice or playing 
sessions during the week . Practice 
games or friendly competition should 
be spiced with a variety of experimental 
strategies and strokes . 

Most people like to stick with what they 
do best. In competitive play, this is 
probably a wise idea, however , regular 
playing partners can usually be seen to 
go through the same exact strategy 
and execution every single time they 
play. With no variat ion , it is often more 
a ritual than a creative experience . 

By using some simple 
experimentation, you may learn that 
the partner you have played with for six 
months has great diff iculty returning 
the serve to the forehand when you 
haven 't been able to win a match while 
serving constantly to the backhand . 
Discovering a great variety of serves 
from both sides of the service zone is a 
useful item . You may find that a serve 
you have never even tried before fits 
smoothly and effectively into your 
pattern of play . 

Experiment with overheads from deep 
court, try hitting more powerful serves, 
and strokes, Try different grip 
variations, some long backhand kills , 
off-speed soft shots in front court, and 
around-the-wall shots (see Fig. 1 ) . Try 
cutting the ball off on the fly more , or 
returning to center court position more 
quickly than you have been. The 
possibilities are unlimited. 

Have a simple game plan. 

This is always a formula for success 
since game plans are essential to 
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structuring a winning game . Anyone 
who plays with a younger player 
becomes master of devising game plan 
once he realizes that he tires more 
quickly than his more youthful partner . 
That is why the seniors and masters 
age brackets are composed of such 
good players . 
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Figure 1. Experiment with some around-the-wall 
shots for variety . 

In my opinion, the seniors age bracket 
is the smartest and most difficult 
division to win because that group 
exploits weaknesses and plans 
strategy the best of any. Ask any young 
player who just got a tour of the court by 
an older player . Once you realize that 
you cannot win by strength or speed, 
then it is time to devise a game plan. 
Top level pros are also experts in this 
field. 
Strategy may be divided into several 
categor ies. Some major ones would 
include finding the best serve which 
constantly produces weak returns, 
recognize what shots your opponent 
likes best and anticipate them before it 
is too late . Stick w ith the shots that are 
winning points for you , - don 't change 
a winning game . 

Find out what pace your opponent 
does not like. If the pace is too fast and 
you are tiring too soon , use cei ling 
shots to slow things up. If the pace is 
too slow , step it up and avoid the ceiling 
game . 

Your service returns are important and 
it will pay off to be more conservative 
with them if you fall behind quickly -
don 't be too stubborn or too proud to 
play a smart catch up game. It is 
surpris ing how a change in strategy will 
bring the score back even before it is 
too late . 

A brief outline for a game plan should 
include: 
1. Serve - find out what gives your 
opponent the most trouble 
2. Service return - be offensive with 
weak serves and defens ive with good 
ones 
3. Fly shots - use variety and keep 
the opponent off balance 
4. Pace - adjust it to suit your game 

Be patient but realize that occasionally 
nothing works . However , a game plan 
at least will give you a structure to work 
from and will often turn a losing effort 
into a winning one, especially if your 
opponent has no game plan himself. 

Vary the serve 
Variation of the serve can be as simple 
as occas ionally serving to the forehand 
side rather than placing all serves to 
the backhand side . This can be enough 
to keep your partner guessing, which is 
exactly what you want. If your 
opponent already has trouble returning 
your serve, just vary the type of serve 
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enough so that he will be kept off 
balance and then experiment to find 
other weaknesses . If your opponent 
returns your serve too well, you are 
being too predictable or are just using 
the wrong serve. 

Serving in racquetball is becoming a 
more and more important phase of the 
game. The better players are now 
developing powerful drive serves and Z 
serves to both the backhand and 
forehand. The server and receiver is 
analagous to a pitcher and a batter in 
baseball. The pitcher knows exactly 
where the ball is intended to go and the 
batter is guessing . In racquetball, the 
same hold true - the server has 
command of the situat ion. 

To vary the serve change the speed of 
delivery as well as the direction . 
Changes in speed will give your partner 
an additional prob lem to cope with . 
Consistent placement is always an 
important factor in effective serving 
because a foot or two difference in 
where the serve lands from where you 
want it to land may determine what 
your opponent will attempt to do with 
the return. Accuracy in placement is 
always a powerful advantage for the 
server. It forces the receiver to make a 
good return and reduces the chance of 
error. Be on the attack when you serve . 
It is sometimes the only possible way to 
defeat a stronger opponent. 

Try to retrieve every shot 

A very common error among beginners 
is to give up too soon on a ball that gets 
by them or that seems completely out 
of reach . If you watch a sk illful player , 
you will notice how many shots he 
retireves that seem virtually 
unreturnable (See Figure 2). · 

This feat can be accomplished partially 
due to player anticipation and sound 
court position, which comes with time. 
But, a lot can be accomplished by just 
plain hustle on the court during rallies . 

To assist in this effort , you of course 
must try to return every shot and 
execute either a basic forehand or 
backhand stroke. Many beginners take 
the short cut of hitting the ball into the 
back wall when it gets past them, when 
in fact they could return the ball more 
effectively by playing it on the rebound 
off the back wall. 

Also, do not stand flat -footed when 
your opponent is hitting the ball. Be 

Figure 2. After serving, a smart player flows with 
the opponent's return to any direction on the 
court . 
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poised and ready to react and keep the 
feet moving. Flow with the opponent's 
shot and do not be lazy in returning to 
center court - don 't stand idle near a 
side wall, get back into position for a 
return. If you do th is, you will find 
yourself digging up shots in the front 
and back court you never dreamed you 
cou ld reach . 

Drop the ball away from your body 
while serving 

A good example of this is the article on 
serving by Jerry Hilecher in our March 
issue . Note the arms length distance 
from his body that the ball is bounced . 
One of the most noticeable errors for 
beginners whi le serving is to drop the 
ball too close to his body to allow for a 
proper stroke and service execution . 

To ensure a good serve, your body 
must have room to rotate in the hips 
and shoulders. Dropping the ball in 
front of your lead foot well away from 
the body will allow this basic rotation to 
take place. (See Figure 3). It is simply 

Figure 3. Drop the ball away from your body, 
well in front of your lead foot. 

Allow yourself plenty of room to serve . 

.. • .. 

giving you adequate space to serve the 
ball effect ively . 

Allow yourself the complete use of the 
space in the serving zone. Start with 
your rear foot on but not beyond the 
short service line and drop the ball well 
in front of you . Step into the serve with 
the other foot and allow the ball to drop 
to between waist and knee height (for 
drive and Z serves ). The motion 
resembles a hard side-arm throw in 
baseba ll. 

To rque generated by the hips and 
shou lders makes for a powerful stroke 
and combined with a firm snap of the 
wr ist upon contact with the ball shou ld 
provide you with a fast serve. In any 
case, keep the ball away from the body 
while dropping it to serve and you will 
be able to hit the ball more firmly and 
probably more accurately . • 
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INSTRUCTIONAL DR. JACK REZNIK 

An Objective 
Approach To 
Evaluating 
Racquetball Play 

------ - ----------
Dr. Jack Reznik is Associate Director of Recreational Sports at the University of 
Michigan. He is an avid and accomplished racquetball player and author of 
Racquetball For Men and Women. 

What am I doing wrong? How can I 
improve my performance? How should 
I play against my next opponent? What 
are my opponent's strengths and 
weaknesses? These are some of the 
questions which express the concerns 
and needs of racquetball players about 
their own skills and those of their 
opponents . 
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Racquetball Shot Analysis and 
Scouting Chart 

The Racquetball Shot Analysis and 
Scouting Chart which this article 
proposes is one method which will 
attempt to answer these questions . A 
second method , the Racquetball Score 
Card , is discussed later in this article . It 
is an objective approach to eva luating 
and analyzing a player 's shot 
performance during game play. If the 
chart is comp leted by an individual who 
is knowledgeable about the rules and 
skills of racquetball, it will provide data 
pertaining to what has transpired 
during a contest. More specifically, the 
information recorded on the chart wi ll 
enable a player to become aware not 
only of his own strengths and 
weaknesses but also those of his future 
opponent. 

As the name implies , the Racquetball 
Shot Analysis and Scouting Chart 
serves a dual purpose or function. 
First, it can be utilized to help you 
evaluate your own skill performance . It 
will make you conscious of your 
strengths and deficiencies . By utilizing 
the factual data this chart provides, you 
will then be able to plan your practice 
sessions accordingly . Th is will make 
them more meaningful by utilizing your 
time efficiently and effectively to further 
improve your strengths and to 
eliminate or at least correct as many 
weaknesses as possible. Also, having 
factual proof of your weaknesses might 
even make you more determined to 
practice harder and longer in these 
areas to improve them. Once you know 
what areas need improvement , the rest 

will be up to you . It is importan t to 
remember that the re is no substitute for 
hard work and practice. Pract ice 
diligently. Only through effective and 
efficient use of practice sessions can 
prog ress be made . 

The second function or role of this chart 
is to ascertain informat ion about a 
futu re opponent. The specific data you 
can collect pertaining to his game, 
coupled with your own knowledge of 
racquetball and your racquetba ll play, 
will provide you with the opportun ity to 
intelligently prepare and design a plan 
of attack . To assist you in devising a 
game plan against your opponent , the 
Racquetball Shot Analys is and 
Scouting Chart will provide you with 
factual data about your opponent , such 
as: (1) the type of offensive shots he 
relies on most frequent ly to score 
points or win the serve ; (2) the type of 
shots he does not use frequently ; and 
(3) the type of shots he regularly 
executes unsuccessfully . Having this 
information about your opponent will 
enable you to more effectively plan 
both your offens ive and defens ive 
strategy so you can capitalize on your 
own strengths and take advantage of 
his weaknesses. 

It should be noted that this chart is 
more reliable when information is 
collected over a period of several 
games . Remember: ONE GAME IS 
NOT INCLUSIVE . However , after one 
match you may be able to see a pattern 
of play develop. 



GAME 1 

Pass Kill Ceiling Z-Ba ll Errors Serves 
Contestants BH FH BH FH BH FH BH FH BH FH Aces DF's 

(RH) ...... .. ...... . .. . ..... .. . .. .. 
PHIL 6 2 1 8 3 1 0 1 7 2 3 0 

(LH) .... . .... ... . . . .. . .... .. . ... .. . .. 
DON 1 4 7 1 1 3 2 0 3 8 2 4 

GAME2 

Pass Kill Ceiling Z-Bal l Errors Serves 
Contestants BH FH BH FH BH FH BH FH BH FH Aces DF's 

(RH) ..... ... ..... .. . .. . .... .. . . ... .. 
PHI L 8 3 0 7 2 0 3 0 6 2 2 0 

(LH) .. ..... ..... .. . .. .. . .. . .... . .... .. 
DON 2 5 6 2 0 3 1 2 3 7 1 5 
BH - BACKHAND RH - RIGHT HANDED DF's - DOUBLE FAULTS 
FH - FOREHAND LH - LEFT HANDED 

Directions For Completing 
The Chart 

The following suggestions will ass ist 
you in comp leting the Racquetball Shot 
Analysis and Scouting Chart . After you 
secu re the serv ices of an individual 
who is knowledgeable or at least 
familiar with the rules and skills of 
racquetball , you should instruct this 
individual as to the proper method of 
collecting and recording the data . If you 
are scouting an opponent , then you 
can do your own record ing. 

All shots that occ ur during a game to 
score poin ts, win or lose a serve or are 
attemp ted unsuccessf ully ( errors) 
sho uld be recorded by placing a dot in 
the appropriate box opposite the name . 
At the completion of the game , tota l the 
number of dots in each box . Then add 
the totals from each box to the totals 
from the appropria te boxe s from the 
previous games . Once you have 
completed this procedure for sever al 
games , you will then be ready to 
examine the recorded data . 

Directions For Interpret ing the Chart 

After the data has been recorded, the 
next step is to ana lyze and eval uate it. 
From the information collected , yo u 
should be able to determ ine the 
strengths and weaknesses of the 
player being eval uated . The chart will 
indicate the types of shots that are 
relied on most often to score po ints or 
win the serve. Most of the time the 
shots will fall into the pass , kill, ceiling 
or Z-ball categor ies because thes e are 
the predominant ly used shots in 
racquetball. It wi ll also indica te any 

strengths or weaknesses in eithe r your 
forehand or back hand strokes or your 
serves . 

In the diagram , you will see two 
recorded games. After analyzing each 
game , you will notice that each player 
has several areas of weakness . When 
you comb ine both charts , these 
weaknesses become more app arent. 

As you ana lyze the diagram , it 
becomes evident that Phil has a weak 
backhand while Don has a weak 
forehand . The number of errors 
committed and the type of stroke 
selected for each shot support th is 
premise. Don also needs to practice his 
ki ll shot accu racy judging from the 
number of erro rs he has made while 
executing this shot. 

The chart also shows that both players 
usually play percentage shots with 
their weake r strokes while being more 
aggress ive and offens ive minded with 
their dominant strokes . On closer 
analysis , you will also see that both 
players are falling into a set pattern of 
play . Once you can dete rmine your 
opponent's style or pattern of play , it 
wil l be easier to devise a plan of attack . 
The Racquetba ll Shot Analysis and 
Scouting Chart will also point out your 
sty le of play . If the chart indicates that 
you are perform ing in a set pattern or 
style, you should change it, adjust it, or 
improve it so you will not become 
stereotyped . 

Briefly , if you were going to play either 
of these two players, you should be 
able to intelligently design a plan of 
attack. First of all, knowing their 
weaknesses you shou ld conce ntrate 

on hitt ing the ball to those areas during 
play. Seco nd, serve the ball to their 
weak side. Third, since you know their 
shot preference , you should be able to 
intellig ently position yourse lf each time 
you hit them the ball. For exampl e, if 
you hit the ball to their weak side, you 
can position yourself deeper in the 
court because they will most likely hit a 
defensive shot as opposed to a kill 
shot. Likewise , when you hit the ball to 
their dominant side , you can move 
closer to the front court because you 
can anticipate that they will be shooting 
a kill shot rather than a pass, ceiling , or 
Z-shot. 

Finally, from this chart you can see that 
Don need s to practice his serve. He is 
mak ing too many double faults and 
losing his serve for no reason at all. 

As you can see, the Racquetball Shot 
Analys is and Scouting Chart can be a 
very useful and va luab le instrument in 
either eva luat ing and analyzing your 
own game or that of your opponents . 
The chart that is illustrated in the 
diagram is a very simple dev ice to 
prepare and use. As you learn more 
about racquetball and how to utilize this 
chart, you will probably make or devise 
a shot analysis or scouting chart that is 
more comp lex . How comp lex you 
make it will depend on you and the type 
of informa tion you want to ascertain. 
After you comp ile, exam ine and 
analyze the informat ion from the 
Racquetball Shot Analys is and 
Scout ing Chart , it will be up to you to 
put the information you acquire to good 
use. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL FOR INSTRUCTORS 

Safety 
Lee Duda is the head pro at the 
Evan ston Court Club , Evanston , 
Illinois, a top ranked A player in that 
state and long -time contributor to 
National Racquetball magazine . 

Instructing the Instructor 

As an instructor , your job demands that 
you be on the court with people who 
have litt le idea of how to direct the ball, 
litt le idea of court position , and who 
move after the ball with little idea of 
where their opponent is. We all know 
how it feels to get hit with a ball. Some 
of us have even been hit with a racquet. 
Unt i l the inexperienced player learns to 
be aware of essential safety points, we 
as instruct ors must take precautions 
for our own safety . 

The Nat ional Safety Council slogan 
"Dri ve Defe nsive ly" can be turned into 
the instructors ' byword: ' 'Teach 
Defensively ". Make sure that each of 
your students understands that while 
the lesson is to be enjoyable, he must 
follow your instructions, and hit only the 
shot that he has been instructed to hit. 

In order for you to be able to observe 
wrist , arm and body action during a 
practice shot , you must get yourself 
properly positioned on the court. Once 
you have taken that position you 
should not , for example, perm it your 
student to take a shot on the fly that 
was intended to be a back wall shot. 

When teaching the forehan d, position 
you rsel f behind and to the side of your 
stude nt. In this position you can 
observe and protect yourse lf at the 
same time . 

Teach ing backhand presents some 
unique problems. One such problem is 
the disoriented student who forgets 
where the front wall is. This same 
student often has difficulty switching 
from forehand to backhand . In teaching 
such a student watch the wrist and arm 
actio n carefully. If the wrist moves into 
the forehand position , stop the swi ng 
and remind the student of the 
backhand swing . Do this first without a 
ball , and then , when you are confident 
of your stude nt's ability to duplicate the 
swing , ass ume a position behind and to 
the side of your stud ent , and have him 
make the backhand shot with the bal l. 

When teaching backwall shots to the 
forehand or the backhand, the best 
position for the instructor is in the 
serv ice box, center court. In the case of 
the foreh and (and the same positioning 
but in the reverse app lies to the 
backhand) the instructor hits to the 

front wall so that the ball bounces 
deeply into the back court forehan d 
side, and to the back wa ll. After the hit 
the instructor moves quickly to the 
backhand wall turning his back and 
shoulder slightly toward the front wall. 
As the student increases his ability to 
control his shots , the inst ructor will be 
able to mod ify his position and remain 
closer to the center of the court . If the 
instructor's hit is off target, quickly 
shout : " Don 't Hit". Assume, however, 
that your student may still hit the ball so 
protect your face w ith your racquet. 

As you are teaching, it will be 
necessary to retrieve balls . Make 
certain that your students know what 
you are going to do , and that they have 
completely stopped play before you 
move in front of them to gather balls . 
Do not assume that your student will 
see you and stop hitting . 

Finally , when volley ing with students, 
keep a safe distance from their 
arms trokes and try to keep them in 
front of you where you can observe 
their movements . Watch the path of the 
bal l. Just as you teach your students to 
concentrate , you too must concentrate. 

Ten Commandments of Instruction 
1. Teach defensively. 
2. Stay out of the path of the ball. 
3. Protect thy face. 
4 . Concentrate on what is happening 

in the court , and do not allow your 
mind to wander . 

5. Be prepared for the unexpected . 
6. Make sure your student knows 

what to expect, and does exactly 
what you have told him to do. 

7. Incorpora te safety of both the 
studen t and his opponent into your 
lesson. 

8 . Remember, you can be hit with a 
ball standing 10 feet behind your 
studen t or even in the observation 
area. 

9. Carry insurance. 
10. Don 't forget that racquetball is fun . 

You and your student should both 
enjoy the lesson . Racquetball needs 
good instructors, concerned for the 
development of the game and the 
safety of all players. 

Stay heal thy- we need you! • 
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HEALTH KENNETH CARLSON 

Understanding Fatigue 
Kenneth Carlson is Ass istant Professor of Health , in the School of Health , 
Physical Education and Recreation at the University of Southern Mississippi in 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 

Racquetball has unrecognized 
potent ial for improving a player 's 
general health and physical fitness. It is 
an activ ity which can provide 
satisfactio n and entertainment to its 
players. Authorities tend to agree that 
an enjoyable exercise program, likely 
to be pract iced often over a lorg period 
of time , will benefit an individual both 
physically and mentally . A game with 
well-established rules helps the player 
forget that he or she is exercising. 
When properly played, racquetball 
enhances strength, endurance, 
coordination, flexibility, and 
cardiovascu lar efficiency . 

The challenge of learning new skills, 
the competitive interaction with other 
people , and the surroundings in which 
the sports activity takes place add 
dimensions to racquetball that are 
often missing in other physical fitness 
activities. Racquetball builds 
confidence because it continually 
demands accurate hand-eye 
coordination , concentration , and 
alertness. The strategy of racquetball 
and its basic elements are valuable to 
some people because they are often 
the on ly factors that can motivate them 
to exercise and exert themselves . 
Continued participation in racquetball 
will eventually require improvement of 
the various skills necessary for 
success as a player ; the confidence 
gained by this mastery of physical skills 
can be extremely important. 

Injury or accidents resulting from poor 
health should concern all participants 
in a sport such as racquetball . With the 
increas ing interest in racquetball , 
courts are becoming crowded with 
beginning players who may encounter 
problems w ith physica l impairments or 
injuries. A medical examination before 
engaging in the sport is essential for all 
persons, even those who feel healthy . 
This is particularly important for 
anyone over 35 years of age who has 
generally avoided exercise in the past 
and especially if there is a current 

42 MAY 

health problem or a history of health 
disorders . A physician may 
recommend that a modified exercise 
program or a cond itioning program 
precede more active participation in 
the sport .1 

Analysis of Fat igue 

When peop le engage in a demand ing 
activity, one of the responses they may 
find most difficult to deal with is fatigue. 
Many people think of fatigue in terms of 
"being tired "; more realistically, fatigue 
is the inability of the body to deliver 
sufficient energy to the muscles and 
organs during exercise. Fatigue 
manifests itself as a buildup of 
metabolic waste or substances in the 
blood stream; therefore, a person will 
fat igue when waste accumulates in the 
muscles and the organs at a faster rate 
than the body is capable of disposing of 
them. Racquet ball demands vast 
amounts of energy from the body 
during play and as a result there is an 
excess of waste which accumulates in 
the muscles. A well-conditioned player 
is able to deal with fatigue since his 
muscles have the ability to dissipate 
waste at a faster rate. 

Racquetball also requires increase d 
efficiency of the lungs, conditioning 
them to process more air with less 
effort . During an exhausting match a 
conditioned player may process near ly 
twice as much air per minute as an 
uncond itioned player, prov iding the 
body with the extra oxygen necessary 
for the energy producing process .2 

Oxygen is the key to delay ing fatigue 
because it acts as an agent to reduce 
the bui ldup of waste in the body 
tissues. The reasons some players 
fatigue faster than others are 
numerous, but with healthy individuals 
fatigue is usua lly the result of a limited 
ability to utilize oxygen . 

1 La Place, p. 285. 
2Cooper , Aerob ics, p. 12. 

One of the problems with eff iciency in a 
sport that requires a great deal of 
movement by the body is the amount of 
energy necessa ry to meet the 
continuous demands placed on the 
var ious muscles . Unless the individual 
has developed the capacity to deliver 
added oxygen to the body tissues he 
can not effect ively expend the energy 
necessary to accomplish the multitude 
of mental and physical tasks required. 
Because running and jogg ing involve 
an increase in respiratory effic iency, 
they can be helpful to the racquetball 
player. 

Muscular Fatigue 

Expe rienced by almost everyone at 
one time or another , muscular fatigue 
during exercise is the most common 
form of phys ical fatigue. Fatigue 
produc es muscu lar tenseness during 
exercise and may affect all the organ 
systems of the body . Extreme fatigue 
almost always affects the digest ive 
system so there is usually a loss of 
appet ite after physica l exercise . 
Fatigue may cause the muscles to be 
weak and sore , but th is feeling will 
usually diminish when exercise is 
stopped and muscular tens ions 
reduced. 

Mental Fatigue 
A stenuous activity such as racquetball 
produces mental and physical fatigue. 
Mental fat igue is caused by the 
continued stimulation of the nerve 
cells , depleting their energy . It then 
becomes difficult for nerve impulses to 
be transmitted accurately and 
eff iciently and menta l error is more 
likely to occur. 
Regu lar exercise that develops 
streng th, stamina, and endurance also 
helps improve mental performance 
and fitness. One of the most important 
qualities necessary for high levels of 
perform ance by professional and 
amateur athletes is the ability to 
perform well at the right moment in 
crit ical situations . Fatigue cause s 



stress and tension during strenuous 
contests and could make the difference 
between winning and losing . 

Signs of Fatigue Related to Play 

(1) As fatigue sets in, movements of the 
body may become erratic and there is a 
decrease in speed and quickness . The 
indiv idual will probably have difficulty 
making a variety of shots and lack the 
speed necessary to properly position 
himself on the court . 
(2) The player is like ly to make 
mistakes in judgement which are 
important to his style of play . Errors are 
likely to be made in hand-eye 
coordination or in contemplating 
strategy during play . 
(3) There may be a noticeable lack of 
strength in either the arms or legs 
affecting the amount of power a person 
can generate . Lack of power may be 
most apparent during the serve or 
hitting the ball on return . 
(4) Fatigue affects endurance and the 
ability to maintain high levels of 
performance over a long period of time . 
(5) Indiv iduals may also not ice a 
decrease in the performance of skills 
they normally have no problem 
executing . 

(6) When a player is mentally fat igued 
he may lose his concentrat ion, desire 
to compete, or the motivation 
necessary to win a match. 3 

Summary 

When a person is not well-conditioned , 
the muscular system will have more 
difficulty dealing with the concentration 
of waste in the body tissues . The more 
intensely one plays , the sooner his 
muscles will fatigue . Concentrated and 
demanding activities require a greater 
use of energy and a player will fatigue 
more rapidly . 

Fatigue acts as a protect ive 
mechanism that warns the body when 
it has reached its physical limits . 
Extreme cases of fatigue should be 
regarded as a sign for stopping activity 
even though this may not be desirable 
at the time . Anyone who is in good 
phys ical health and practices a regular 
fitness program can develop sufficient 
levels of physical fitness and should 
not fatigue or tire easily . • 

3Richardson, Hein , Farnsworth , p. 285 . 
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Paramount 
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offer your members the most ad­
vanced health spa type equipment 
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FEATURE 

The Gold of Go ld 
The Many Face~ 

The grimace of concern The pose of relief 
as Marty falls behind during a match. as Marty takes his commanding lead. · 

People have always been 
tremendously fascinating to me . They 
are so different, and all have some 
special quality that sets them apart 
from the others, especially in 
racquetball . 

Here, personal traits seem to be more 
visible than in other sports. Take 
Charlie Brumfield, for instance . 
Without any dialogue , Charlie would 
not be the same. He's wonderful to 
watch and listen . Then there is Marty 
Hogan who makes up in "scra p" what 
he lacks in rhetoric . Even here, he is 
showing marked improvement. Steve 
Keeley , of course, is the perfect 
gentieman. Academic brilliance is very 
obvious in his demeanor as well as his 
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play. There is no mistaking Steve 
Strandemo . He is unbridled fury from 
Point One . But that's part of his 
greatness. Steve Serot stirs up a storm 
without uttering a word. His retrieving 
skill speaks for itself. Jerry Hi lecher has 
added his share of color to the sport, 
with his booming serve . There 's also 
Davey Bledsoe , whose unpredictable 
victories always keep you wondering 
who will win . And the tour 's newest 
father , Richard Wagner , whose speed 
is legend . 

There is something to be said about 
many more of the great characters who 
make up the body and soul of 
racquetball. Surprising as it may seem, 
not one of the men has fascinated me 

as much as the women . And one 
woman in particular . No, she is not a 
seeded player , nor one of the money 
players. Yet , she probably has 
contributed more to the "pe rsonality" of 
racquetball than any other woman. 
How do you describe a woman who 
patiently guides a 15-year-o ld boy 
through several sports , to the most 
natural use of his abilities , with a 
numbe r one ranking as the result? How 
do you describe a mother who , 
tournament after tourn ame nt, suffers 
through the agony of defeat until that 
day when the differe nce of a mother's 
love and guidance is the difference 
between victory and defeat? How do 
you describe a mother who takes in 
every tournament, attends to her son's 



of Goldie Hogan 

' The smile of satisfaction, Goldie the player, who once 
as she talks of Marty's success. finished fourth in the Nationals. 

every need , and with the patience of an 
angel quiets the fears and frustrations 
of a talent that could become legend? 

A father may turn his back on his child; 
brothers and sisters may become 
inveterate enemies ; husbands may 
desert their wives, and wives their 
husbands . But a mother 's love endures 
through all . . . in victory, in defeat , in the 
face of the world's condemnation. A 
mother still loves on, always 
remembering the infant smiles that 
once filled her with rapture, the merry 
laughter , the joyful shouts of childhood, 
the opening promise of youth . And she 
can never think of her child as anything 
less than a champion . Like Napolean 
once said, "The future destiny of the 
child is always the work of the mother . 11 

I think the destiny of Marty Hogan is the 
work of his mother. That's why , to me, 
she is the most fascinating of all the 
people I have met in racquetball. As I 
watch her in the gallery , living and 
breathing every shot , I see the pure 
gold of Gold ie, the priceless ingredient 
that makes a boy play harder because 
he wants to justify his mother's love . I 
think Marty has done this ... BIG! 

So, as I sit in the racquetball gallery , or 
in my office , or in church , I realize my 
good fortune to be witness to the 
wonderful people who make up the 
world of racquetball, especially a 
mother like Gold ie Hogan. She doesn 't 
have Brumfield 's dialogue ; she doesn 't 
have Keeley 's poise; she doesn 't have 

Strandemo 's fury ; she doesn 't have 
Serot's skill ; she doesn 't have 
Hilecher 's brilliance ; nor Bledsoe 's will 
to win . All she has is a rare capacity to 
coach , to inspire , and to comfort a 
super-talent . And who knows? Maybe 
she is the real talent. Certainly, if she 
has been infused with the will to win, 
and failed, she has passed it on to a 
son who is worthy of the challenge . 

A great philosopher once said, "God 
could not be everywhere , and 
therefore he made mothers . 11 We know 
now what he meant. • 

Keep coaching, Goldie . .. and love , 
Evie and Bob Kendler 
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COURT CLUBS. SPRING MEADOWS, OHIO 

Rendering of the new Spring Meadows Court Club . 

Construction will begin on April 4, on 
the Spring Meadows Court Club in 
Springfield Township. The facility will 
be located Southwest of Toledo, in the 
fastest growing area of Northwest 
Ohio. 
Spring Meadows Court Club features a 
unique design that breaks away from 
the traditional two rows of courts with 
amenities in between . The club will 
open 10 courts , but the design 
allows for simple expansion to 14 
courts , and ultimately to 20 courts. 

Another feature will be the extensive 
use of glass throughout the building, 
including four courts with full glass 
back walls . Also included will be mens 
and womens locker rooms , each with 
their own sauna and whirlpool. The 
exercise room and pro shop will both 
be enclosed with glass . 

serve as Manager of the Club , assisted 
by Dave Revenaugh . Dave 's 
responsib ilities will include heading the 
pro shop and teaching handball and 
racquetbal l. 

The managing partner is George Miller , 
who worked with the architectural firm 
of The Collaborat ive Inc ., and General 
Contractor MacKinnon-Parker Inc . in 
designing the building . He will also 

Located just minutes from Interstate 
475 , Spr ing Meadows is no more than 
twenty minutes from any point in 
Metropol itan Toledo . This wi ll be a 
family facility, and a ll promot ions will 
feature racquetball as a family sport. 

BALL\NALL: 
EXA MPLES OF llALLWr\LL INSTAL LAT IO ' S 

• SO lff ll F IELD RACO UETIM E CEr-TER 
Sou1hOtld , Mi chigan 
()13) Js 8-2().10 

• T II E GLASS COURT 
Lomb:m.J, Illino is: 
(l 12) 629-3) 90 

• RACQUETBALL COUR TS OF FAR MI "GTON • VIC TANNY · EXl:.Clff lVE CL UB 
l· a1ming1on, M1cf11gl n Bloomfi tlt J, M1ch1gl n 
(JIJH74 •1lll (JIJ) 647-2025 

• BELL RECR EAT IONAL CENTPR 
Sun C11y. AnL Ona 
(602) 974-7242 

• VANTAGE POINT RACOUl ,i CLUll 
Allcn1ow n, Penn sylvanb 
(2 15) J9S·JJJ7 

• UN IVER SITY RA CQUETBA LL CLUB 
Pontia c, Mi chigan 
(Jill J 7l •1446 

• SIIIRL EV RACO Ul:.T CLUB 
Sp rangndd, Vugin11 
(70)) 94 1-7770 

• CO RT Pl.AYERS CLUB 
Vp 1.1bn1 i, M kh igan 
(J il l H4 ·21 I I 

• TIIE BACK WALL 
Bath, Ohio 
(216) 666- 1108 

• COURTS ROY L 
Henrico Co un1y, V irginia 
(70)) 54 9-7-1 74 

• \\ 'OOD VA I.L EV RACQ UET C LUB 
Topeka, K:1ns.:n 
(9 13) 234-6615 

• GRAND IJLANC COURT CLUB 
Flint , M1ch1gan 
(313) 695 - 1700 

• T II ECOL ISF M RA CO UET CLUU 
\\'c11bnd , M1c hlgln 
(3 1 3) 7 29-060 0 

• SENTRV INSU R,\ NCE CO MPANY 
Sc-0 11sdalc. Ari, o n:1 
(602) 994-7000 

• COURT PLA Y~ KS CI.Ull 
Pou:agc. Michig:1n 
(6 16) )2)-0011 

Professional Court Wall Systelll 
FINESTONE CORPORATION • 18307 Weaver Street • Detroit , Michigan 48228 • Telephone:(313)837-9672 
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LOS ALAMITOS, CALIFORNIA 

The Los Alamitos Racquet Club, 
located in Los Alamitos, Calif ., is 
offering an exclusive private club for a 
health-conscious community. It will be 
a facility combining a relaxed, friendly 
environment for men, women and 
families . 

John Wavell , a developer and Don 
Gibbs, an architect , are the co -owners . 
Gary Shrigley former, marketing and 
sales executive, is the general 
manager . 

" We simply got tired of waiting two 
hours for a court so we decided to 
build our own ," said Wavel. "I'm the 
developer, Dons ' the architect . We 
both own the land , Don did the design , 
I did the building and Gary will do the 
managing ." 

Situated on 40,000 sq . feet of land , this 
16,000 sq . foot split level facility 
features eight regulation 
racquetball /handball courts , three of 
which have glass back walls for 
tournament and exhibition play . The 

viewing courts open onto a full 
floor-to-ceiling lobby that allows 400 
spectators to view the action . 

The lower level houses a complete 
indoor /outdoor locker room facility 
including saunas for men and women. 
Sliding glass doors lead to a 2000 sq. 
foot private sunning area and outdoor 
jacuzzis . 

"The light, open feeling of the 
indoor /outdoor locker rooms and the 
aesthetically-pleasing building makes 
this club unique ," said Wavell. "Its a 
different feeling ". 

The 3200 sq . foot mezzanine is 
enclosed by sliding glass doors and 
overlooks the landscaped park area in 
front of the club, highlighting two full 
size paddle tennis courts . The 
mezzanine contains a unique 16 step 
circuit tra ining gym and we ight room . A 
separate free exercise area and also 
conference and din ing room facilities. 

The pro shop will be fully stocked 
carrying only top of the line equipment, 

apparel and accessor ies. It w ill be 
located adjacent to the spacious 
lounge/lobby area. 

The Los Alamitos Racquet Club plans 
to open its doors on June 1 and is 
centrally located off the 605 freeway 
east on Katella Ave. and less than one 
mile west of the Los Alamitos race 
track. 
The bulk of the membership wi ll come 
from the surrounding communities of 
Belmont Shore, Park Estates , Bixby 
Hills , Seal Beach, Cypress , Rossmoor 
and Los Alamitos . A charte r 
membership offering is scheduled for 
Apr il 15 with regu lar membersh ips to 
be offered beg inning May 1. 

For additional club and membership 
information write Los Alamitos 
Racquet Club P.O. Box 478 Los 
Alamitos, CA 90720 or call area code 
(213) 431-6528. 

Mike D. Casey 
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VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA 

The Center Courts announces its 
12-court racquetball/handball club in 
Van Nuys, California, is now under 
construction with completion targeted 
for May-June, 1977. This club, with the 
existing 11-court facility in West Los 
Angeles, will increase to 23 the number 
of courts available to Center Court 
members . 

In four of the 12 new courts, players will 
be viewed from the lobby area through 
glass-backed windows. A mezzanine 
will overlook all 12 courts as well as an 
outdoor co-ed jacuzzi in a garden 
setting . Fully equipped locker rooms 
will saunas, a nursery, backgammon 
tables and color TV will also be 
available to members. Beer, soft 
drinks, juices and snacks will be 
served . 

Annual membership fees are $36 for 
an individual, $48 for a family and are 

NOBLESVILLE, INDIANA 

Construction of a new Courtside 
Racquetball-Handball Club at 1635 
Dublin-Granville Road , Columbus, is 
scheduled to-begin next week , it was 
announced today by Phil Trotter , Jr., 
Marketing and Development Director 
for Courtside , Ltd . 

"Final arrangements for the new club 
were completed today, " Trotter 
said. " Work begins immediately on 
what we believe will be one of the 
finest racquetball-handball facilities in 
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reduced quarterly on a pro rata basis . 
Members may play at either Center 
Courts location. Hourly court time 
ranges from $1 .50 to $3.00 per person 
depending upon time of day played and 
use of discount cards . In addition , a 
special $60, three month unlimited play 
card will be available for non-pr ime 
time play. Up to half of the courts may 
be reserved by members on a 
permanent time basis. 

The Van Nuys location is located one 
block east of the San Diego Freeway 
on Orion (one block south of Roscoe 
exit). 

The West Los Angeles fac ility, which 
opened in April 1975, is located one 
block east of the Bundy exit and one 
block north of Olympic at 11866 La 
Grange Avenue . 

the country , offering physical exercise 
and fun to everyone ." 

The club des ign includes 8 
championsh ip racquetball-handball 
courts , an observation lounge, pro 
shop, kitchenette , childcare area and 
men and women locker faci lities. All 
courts will have resilient and cushioned 
floor materials as well as being evenly 
illuminated by 75 foot candle mercury 
lighting . 

SANIBEL ISLAND , FLORIDA 

San ibel Island ,- located off the coast 
of Ft. Myers , Florida , noted for its wide 
sandy qeach , and some of the worlds 
most abundant and exot ic shells , will 
have its first racquetball courts 
effective Ju ly 1, 1977. 

The two , four wa ll, air cond itioned 
courts w ill be part of the SIGNAL INN, a 
gulf front cottage colony. The SIGNAL 
INN will co nsist of twelve one and two 
bedroom pi ling cottages , and 
swimming pool , loca ted on 4 ½ acres of 
prime gulf property . The courts will be 
ava ilable to all gues ts of the resort 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 
p.m ., Monday to Sunday. Racquetball 
and handball equ ipment will be 
ava ilable at the office . 
The SIGNAL INN will .a lso have a 
private club for island res idents with 24 
hour play ing privileges by use of a key 
to the courts . The courts w ill be open to 
the public on a limited basis at $6 per 
court hour . 

For more informa tion, write or call the 
SIGNAL INN, 1811 Gulf Dr., Sanibel 
Island , Flor ida , 33957 . Phone 
813-472 -4690 . 

"We haven 't overlooked newcomers to 
the sports, " Trotter expla ined. "Free 
instruct ion clin ics will be available to 
all beg inners by our profess ional. 
Courts ide Club offers the ind ividual fun 
while attaining good exerc ise. " 

Dick Greer Builders , Inc. is the general 
contractor for the Courts ide 
Racquetball-Handball Club . 
Architectura l des ign is by Don 
Mussarwir and Assoc iates. Opening 
date for the Courts ide Club is projected 
for Ju ly. 



WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 

The Court House, West Palm Beach, Florida. 

\./ ~-1--rl'. 
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Racquetball , handball and paddleball 
players of Palm Beach County rejoice! 
There will be no more looking for a 
court and no more waiting! 

The Court House at 1500 Old 
Okeechobee Road , West Palm Beach, 
opens in May . The private club will 
have a membership ceiling so there will 
be no waiting for a court any of the 
seven days a week Th e Court Hous e 
will be open . Reservations may be 
made for the same date every week. 
Time once wasted finding a place to 

KING OF PRUSSIA, PEN. 

U.S.R.A. State chairman Jim Pruitt 
announced the beginning of the King of 
Prussia Racquetball Club. King of 
Prussia, Pennsylvania, is a 
northwestern suburb of Philadelphia. 

An 11-court facility is planned with 
expansion capability to 20 courts 
during construction if initial 
membership target quotas are 
attained . Initial site work began in April, 
with the official groundbreaking in May. 
The facility will be ready by December 
1, 1977. 

The club will feature: 
1. 4 glass courts (1 full glass sidewall 

with balcony, 1 upstairs full length 
side glass wall , 1 downstairs full 
length side glass wall, and 1 
half -court length glass side wall. 

2. Full health club facilities (steam, 
sauna, whirlpools , and Universal 
exercise room) . 

3. Complete Pro Shop. 
4. Supervised nursery 
5. Private meeting and game room. 
6. Refreshment and snack facilities . 

All the above (11 courts) will utili ze 
22,500 sq. ft. 

play may now be spent on the court or 
in the wh irlpool, the steam bath, or the 
bar overlooking the courts. 

John Bills and Tom McCloskey, the 
developers and avid players, took 
pains to make sure The Court House 
has everything a racq uetball or 
handball player could everwant. There 
are eight championship courts, a 
well-stocked pro shop, a teaching pro, 
a nursery for the members ' children, 
and carpeted men's and women's 
locker room s. The interior design 

featu res large comfortable furn iture, 
lots of wood , and plenty of live 
greenery . 

In a climate where heat is always a 
fac tor , the fully air-conditioned Palm 
Beach club expects to enjoy year round 
participation. Temporary memberships 
will be available for winter vis itors. 

For membership information , contact, 
The Court House, 1400 Old Dixie 
Highway, Lake Park , Florida, 
844-5233 . 

How can you be sure to have a successful 
racquetball-handball club? 

Go with experience. Despite the fact that racquetball is the fastest growing 
sport in America today, a number of clubs are experiencing problems. Many 
factors are vital to long range success, including club design, location, manage· 
ment of operation, new programs, maintenance, and so forth . 

We, at Spaulding, are what one might term, "pioneers," in racquet~all club 
ownership and management. We currently own and operate 8 clubs, with more 
on the way. 

We believe through our research and development of systems at our own ex­
pense at our own clubs, that we are now in a position to help others in club de· 
sign, construction and management. Before you invest, see what we can do for 
you. Contact The Spaulding Racquetball Clubs, Inc. at 314-3 91-6439. 

Spaulding Racquetball Clubs, Inc. 
200 Enchanted Pkwy . St. Louis, Mo. 63011 



WESTMINSTER, CALIFORNIA 

On hand at the dedication of the foundation are (front rwo , L to R) E. 0 . Rodeffer-0wner , Westminster Mayo r Joy Neuegab auer , Chu ck Hohl -Owner and 
General Manager , Joy Koppel-Women 's Act i vity Coordinator, (second row, L to R) Deb Shub in-Sa/es , Mike Allen and Jim Carson, resident racquetball 
instructors . · 

Scheduled for opening in early 
Summer - '77, King's Racquetball Court 
promises to be one of the most unique 
Clubs of its' kind . Chuck Hohl , Owner 
and General Manager , is a veteran 
racquetballer who has developed a 
special player license concept 
featuring five different playing plans 
from hourly to yearly . 

A "Royal " exhibition court with three 
glass walls and 400 seat auditorium will 
provide professional tournaments for 
players and spectators. 

King 's Court has 19 air-conditioned 
courts ; three glass walled exhibition 
courts. Separate spa facilities for both 
men and women , health juice bar , 
supervised children 's play area and full 
locker and laundry services . On-site 
and adjacent parking for 200 cars . The 
court is located in Westminster, near 
Westminster Mall at Golden West and 
Sowell Streets . 
Information about King's Racquetball 
Court's unique playing concept is 
available by calling 714-898-9841, or 
by visiting the club site 8 a.m . to 5 p.m. 
seven days a week . 

50 MAY 

.,,. ___ ,,.. __ _ 

.: --. 
... -- -

Sfa'1 fl>{ 1fOUI" 

77)£$ • ,. /<.e¥_ "f:':'r 
ettt, OH fH~ DA{/ ... 
k'1.UW "fDU.r oppO#U(t:,, 
wta.kn ~sst...; ••. SAa.f 

,~ 7,dr79t". •• oh 
ga.ds ! ! ! 



r 

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, CA. 

Something New Is coming to 
Tahoe . .. THE SIERRA TAHOE 
ATHLETIC CLUBI Roy L. Carlson, 
president, Gene Landrum , vice 
president, and Mike Davin , developer, 
extend a hearty welcome to the 
residents and visitors to Tahoe! This 
giant 12 court facility is located at the 
South Shore of Lake Tahoe and is 
scheduled to open October 1st, 1977 . 
The club will offer racquetball, 
handball , paddleball, sauna and spa, 
gymnasium, weight room, juice bar, a 
budget pro shop with instructors on 
staff, game room, meeting room and a 
complete child care center! 

Advance Membership Discounts are 
available now for FOUNDERS 
MEMBERSHIPS, CHARTER 
MEMBERSHIPS, PHYSICAL 
FITNESS , AND CORPORATE 
MEMBERSHIPS . This unique facility in 
a beautiful location is something the 
whole family will enjoy , somewhere to 
meet with friends, a great place to 
exercise, play or simply relax in a warm 
soothing spal 

The SIERRA TAHOE ATHLETIC 
CLUB will also feature professional 
and amateur tournaments, special 
family events , and year-round fun and 
excitement for all! Plans are currently 
being made to open other facilities 
throughout Northern California. 

If you are interested in our Advance 
Membership Discounts , please write 
for more information and our excit ing 
brochure : 

The SIERRA TAHOE ATHLETIC 
CLUB 
P.O. Box 3356 
South Lake Tahoe , California 95729 

ROCKY HILL, CONNECTICUT 

Why would a Southern Californian 
move himself and his family to New 
England at the beginning of the coldest 
winter in a century? Masochism? Pure 
insanity? Those are possible 
explanations, though the reason for 
Jeff Coyle was to become the 
managing partner in one of 
Connecticut's first private racquetball 
facilities. 

The Rollout Racquetball Club is 
located in Rocky Hill, Connecticut, a 
suburb of Hartford. Though there are 
no other clubs in the area , Jeff has 
found an enthusiast ic following for the 
game at the neighboring YMCAs . 
Although his six-court facility has not 
yet opened (scheduled for May 1, 
1977) , it is being so well-received by 
potential and existing players that Jeff 
and his partners are already talking 
about expansion and looking for sites 
for their next club . 

Jeff Coyle , President of Rollout, Inc. is 
a former salesman from West Los 
Angeles , where he has been playing 
racquetball for the last three years. His 
partners, Pat Gallagher , Mike Law, 
Chuck Railes, and Kenny Williams are 
all associated with Chuck's Steak 
House , a well-known restaurant chain . 
We 'll be looking for a chair of Rollout 
Racquetball Clubs from these five, who 
are bringing the "court club boom" to 
the East Coast. 

For further information about Rollout, 
contact Jett Coyle , 2199 Silas Deane 
Highway, Rocky Hill, Connecticut 
06067 or phone (203) 653- 7999 . 

Sorry We 
Forgot You 

Below is a list of racquetball facilities 
that we unintentionally omitted from the 
Directory of Court Clubs published in 
the March issue . 

Fiesta Village RB/HBClub 
22980 Wash ington St. 
Colton , CA 92324 

Jefferson Court Club 
2720 Metairie Lawn Dr. 
Metairie, LA 70002 

Courts ports 
2510 Oakmont Way 
Eugene, OR 97401 

Manhattan Squash Club 
1114 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY 10036 

Willie Daniel Athletic Club 
107 Eckford Dr. 
Starkville, MS 39759 

Canyon Terrace Courts 
100 N. Tustin 
Anaheim, CA 92806 

The Courtrooms 
940 N.W. 7th Terr. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 

If we have omitted your club from our 
Directory, please drop us a line so we 
can publish the club's name and 
address for all the racquetball world to 
see . That's National Racquetball, 
4101 Dempster St. , Skokie , IL 60076. 
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"MICC'' HIGH DENSITY LAMINATED 
PLASTIC PANEL COURT SYSTEMS 

AN D ONLY W ORLD COURTS , !NC. OFFERS YOU A FULL DOUBLE -GUARANTEE !! 

For Further Details Call or Write: 

WORLD COURTS,INC. 
554 MAIN STREET, DEPT. N R PRODUCT Qt 
S. WEYMOUTH, MASS. 02190 GY~tuM 
Phone (617) 337-0082 pr~~~,~~~\~. 
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Say 
Hello 
To 
Carol 
Brusslan 
As racquetball expands , so too must 
National Racquetball magazine 
expand with ideas and ·people to 
satisfy the ever-increasing appetite 
of the racquetball public . 

It is with a great deal of pleasure that 
we at National Racquetball 
welcome Carol Brusslan to our staff 
as an associate editor . Carol , who 
says she 's "an enthusiastic 
racquetball beginner, " will have as 
her primary responsibility, our 
brand-new Women in Racquetball 
section . 

She has been a newspaper reporter 
and photographer, a radio writer and 
a publicist, winning prizes as editor 
of newsletters and magazines . 

A graduate of Northwestern 
University 's Medill School of 
Journalism , Carol has two 
daughters and a son , - all of whom 
play racquetball, and a cat that has 
never tried the game. 

Among her hobbies are skiing, 
hiking and bicycling. Carol and her 
husband, an attorney , live in an old , 
white stucco house in a Chicago 
suburb. 

We're extremely proud to have 
Carol with us. We at National 
Racquetball feel that her 
contribution and ability will further 
enhance our magazine's 
contribution to racquetball. 

A Woman Player? 
You 're 
One of a Million! 
The fair sex is getting a fair shace of 
action on the racquetball courts . 

So reported the 20 teaching pros , 
managers, owners and athletic 
directors we quizzed to learn how 
Amer ican women are react ing to 
racquetball. The men and women 
who answered our questions work in 
YMCA 's, colleges , athletic clubs 
and racquetball /handball centers 
from Florida to Minnesota and from 
California to Vermont . 

They agreed that it's the ladies who 
have changed racquetball from a 
short -handled novelty into the 
country 's fastest growing sport . 

Here 's what the racquetball experts 
report : 

How many women are playing 
racquetball? 

33 .5 per cent of today's racquetball 
players are women . Based on the 
United States Racquetball 
Association's 1976 est imates of 
three mil lion players, that would 
mean well over a million women are 
racquetball enthusiasts . 

Big city and suburban clubs 
reported the highest percentages of 
women players, along with colleges 
and universities . Athletic directors 
said coeds are flocking to the sport, 
both as a phys ical ed option and as 
an out-of-class diversion . 

Said the manager of a two-year-old 
club in the southwest part of the 
country :"We thought 25 per cent of 
our players might be women , but 
we 're already up to 40 per cent . 
Men join , their wives stop in to 
watch and before long , the women 
are filling · daytime hours ." 

Only at one facility-a large midwest 
Y-were the percentages reversed. 
There, 65 per cent of the players are 
women and "the men are catching 
up to the women, " according to the 
program coord inator . "Five years 
ago the men were playing handball 
and the relatively few racquetball 
players were women . For the last 

year and a half the men-espec ially 
the younger ones-are turning to 
racquetball . Of course the number 
of women is increasing , too. " 

Men make up the first wave of 
members in a new facil ity , most 
managers said . The longer the 
courts are there , the more women 
start to play . 

How old is the average woman 
racquetball player? 

The hot spot falls between 25 and 
30 , with 28 computing out as the 
average age . 

The average is surpris ingly 
consistent in all parts of the country . 
And , as might be expected , city 
players are younger than their 
suburban sisters. Th e owne r of a 
chain of clubs said his in-city 
operat ions attract women seven to 
10 years younger than his clubs in 
the suburbs . 

In-house nurseries make the sport 
ava ilab le to mothers in their early 
30's, and college programs 
introdu ce racquet ball to 18 and 
19-year-old women . But the age 
range for women racquetba ll 
playe rs is even wider . 

In one southern city , where you find 
racq uetball courts in almost every 
church gymnasium , sev en-year -old 
girls are hitting balls against the 
walls and 10-year-olds are 
competing with friends . 

Older women like racquetball , too. 
In a southwestern city that's a 
mecca for retired serv icemen a 
group of 60-and-older women 
meets at the racquetball club for a 
regu lar game. And a midwest . 
suburban woman who 's 71 plays 
racquetball at least once a week. 

How often are women playing? 

Every club has its da ily players , men 
as well as women . In fact there 
seem to be about a hundred women 
scattered throughout the coun ty 
who play every day for two or three 
hours . (They call their routine "a 
woman 's racket.") 



Her opponent's usually another woman , but Carolyn Ke_ssinge~-who _ le_arned to play when Don was Chicago Cubs shortstop-also likes to 
challenge her husband to a game . The current St. Lows Cardinals tnftelder owns the Don Kessinger Court Club in Memphis. 

But the average around the country 
ranges from one to three weekly 
sessions , with most women getting 
in a match two times a week . 

Are women playing other women 
most of the time? 

73 .1 per cent of the time that a 
women plays racquetball her 
opponent is another woman . 
Everyone we queried said women 

r 

were playing at least half their 
games with other women. Five 
managers and pros said "they 
hardly ever play against men " and 
reported 90 to 95 per cent of the play 
was with other women . 

The sex of a woman 's opponent 
follows the level of her racquetball 
skill. Typically, women begin playing 
with husbands or boyfriends as 
evening or weekend recreation . As 

the woman 's game improves , 
and - as one southern manager put 
it ··she learns how competitive she 
can be " -she plays in leagues and 
challenge ladders against women 
of similar abilities. 

When a woman thinks she's really 
good, she wants to see if she can 
beat a man. One manager noted a 
regular game between a 
40-year -old woman and her 
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Uke women everywhere these p layer s at Chicago ·s Mid-Town Court House use group lessons to sharpen thetr racquetb all skills. 

20-year-old son ("pretty even ly 
matched ; she's a good athlete. ") A 
teaching pro said he knows one 
woman "who will only play a man ," 
and added " 'A' players need the 
competition-we '// go down and 
play with them. " (He conceded that 
he sometimes loses , but "not 
often .'') 

One racquetball club features a 
r1ightly challenge court . "We have 
six to 10 women players who have 

the courage to challenge the men ," 
the manager said , "and when they 
do , they draw the biggest gallery . " 

How long has the average woman 
racquetballer been playing? 

Racquetball is such a new sport , the 
average length of time women have 
been playing is under a year. Fifteen 
court facilities reported women 
playing six to 12 months . 

The vo lume of new clubs with .new 

players lowered the average length 
of playing exper ience, but even 
long-estab lished cente rs put the 
average at a yea r and a half 
because of the recent influx of new 
women players . "The number of 
women has doub led in the pas t few 
months ," one manage r said. 

How many women are taking 
lessons? 

64 per cen t of the women who play 



racquetball take a lesson the first 
time they step on the court . Most 
often they receive that instruction in 
a clinic where rank beginners learn 
strokes, footwork, rules and safety 
tips . 

"The younger the woman, the less 
inclined she is to have some 
instruction before she starts 
playing ," one midwest teaching pro 
observed . Another trend noted in 
our samp le: many more women 
than men start out with lessons . 

At a club in a midwest state 60 per 
cent of the women players take 
lessons . Only 1 O per cent of the men 
get instruct ion , a fact , according to 
the owner, that's "obvious in their 
style and form . " 

Once they 're playing regu larly as 
many men as women seek 
profess iona l help to improve the ir 
games . At some cen ters the 
demand for lessons at all levels is so 
great , player s have to put the ir 
names on a waiting list. 

How popular is league play for 
women? 

Well over 2,000 women are 
compet ing with other women in the 
20 clubs , Y's and colleges we 
polled . 

Except for a west coast club that 
''lust doesn 't have the courts 
available {but we hope to make 
room for a women 's league ) ," 
almost every fac ility sponsors 
intra -c lub play , either as an 
organized league, a women 's 
cha llenge ladder or a regularly 
scheduled round robin . 

How many women are competing 
in tournaments? 

Ten women have been playing 
regularly this season in National 
Racquetball Club tournaments . 
These pros, who were expected to 
earn close to $30,000 in the 76-77 
season , are jo ined by another dozen 
who compete less frequently on the 
national circu it. 

Amateur tournament figures vary 

A National Racquetball story (November, 
1976) insp ired Cathy Beaton to start a 
wom an 's league , now a big success at the 
North Suburban YMCA in Northbrook , 111. Editor 's note: 

-
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around the country, with state meets 
attracting an average of 10 to 30 
women players. 

"Women around here like to 
compete locally ," a midwest 
manager said, "but they 're not 
inclined to spend the money for 
out -of -town tournaments unless 
they 're awfully good ." 

A manager whose club is in a 
western state said , "most women 
are playing for the sociabi lity and 
exercise, but tournament number s 
are grow ing . Women are no 
different from men . Some play 
better under pressure. " 

A pro-herself a 
woman-disagreed . "Women , more 
than men , are tournament shy . 
We're always recruiting good 
pl ayers for tournaments . We have to 
bu ild up their confidence . We 
advance them from clinics to club 
compet ition and hope they 'll go on 
from there. " 

To speed up the progress mu lti-club 
owners encourage women from one 
club to play those from other clubs in 
the chain , with the grand winner 

Is there a woman pro or manager 
where you play racquetball? Send 
us her name, the club name and 
address (along with your own name 
and address) , and we 'll ma il you a 
can of Seamco balls. 

named the all-club women 's champ . 
Women also ease into tournament 
play by join ing big city metro 
leagues where members compete 
for their club's total team points. 

How many women are teaching 
pros? 

Sti ll not many , accord ing to our 
national sample . Teach ing pros total 
an even dozen in the 20 fac ilities we 
quest ioned. (That doesn 't include 
high school , college and university 
teachers. ) 

How many women are 
managers? 

We tracked down a smatter ing of 
women ass istant managers, act ing 
managers , former managers, 
program coordinators and 
recreation directors among the 
racquetball centers we surveyed. 
But only three centers on our list­
the Evanston Court Club in suburban 
Chicago , Evansville , Indiana 's 
Tri-State Racquet Club and the 
Spaulding Racquetball Club in 
Manchester, Mo.-employ women 
to manage their clubs . 



Playing tips 
Learning from your own mistakes is 
admirable , but it's even better to 
benefit from someone else's errors . 
Especially when you 're learning 
racquetball - a game that tends to 
lure all players into the same bad 
habits. 

That's why Arthur Shay and Jean 
Sauser use a "mistake-correction " 
method in their Inside Racquetball 
for Women, a book in soft and hard 
cover editions that Henry Regnery 
and Company will release late this 
summer . 

Shay , a photographer-writer with 
well over 15,000 published pictures 
and 35 books to his credit, is a 
former Ute and Time staff reporter 
and bureau chief. More than a 
thousand of Shay 's photos have 
appeared on magazine covers , 
most recently the man in the snow­
covered hat whose face 
announced "The Big Freeze " on 
Time's Jan. 31 cover. 

Sauser , Shay 's co-author , is a top 
woman's tournament player who 
perfected her mistake -correction 
technique as head pro at 
Northbrook , 111.'s SkyHarbor Court 
Club . 

Starting with this issue , photos and 
playing tips from Inside Racquetball 
for Women will be a regular feature 
of the women 's section of 
National Racquetball . 

MfSTAKE #1 - Serving up the middle 

If you find yourself hindering your opponent 
time and aga in a her you serve, you are 

probably serving too many balls up the 
middle of the court . It's great to hold a position 

near the center of the court for stra tegic 
reasons-1t is aher all so convenient to almost 
everywhere on the court . But it also involves 

the risk of hindering your opponent and 
equally uncool , the risk of giving her an easy 

shot to return. Besides all that, 
it's dangerous/ 

• 



With more than 
600 of 011r cot1rts 

installed throughout 
the United States~ 

nobody should have 
to travel far 
to visit one. 

We invite anybody who 1s interested in building a ~/'"" 
handball/racq ue tball or squash court to visit one of • .;, :~~ 
our inst allation s to see for himself why we are so 

1 
:1/ t­

proud of our Frampto n courts . Just call us, collect, 
and we will gi ve you the address of the Frampt on ,. 
cour t nearest you, and we will arrange with the • . 
ow ner or manager to show you his installat . ion. · . , ·)""" 
That's the best way we know of for you to find ?°;:~•· .~ 
out for yourself the many advantages of • ·•·-. .. ~: ·· < 
Frampton courts. Seeing is believing. To , -., :.~ .t=" · , v 

arrange your personal visit, call col -
lect, (614) 861-5682. 



The most 
playable racquets 

on the marl<et. 

The Boomer 

he Esprit 



Only a quality 
ra cquet is 
going to satisfy 
you in the 
long run. A 
racquet that 
can stand the 
test of hard play. A racquet 
that will take smash after 
smash and really perform . 
Omega is such a racquet. 

Omega, the most play ­
able racquet on the market 
is designed to out -perform 
the other top-of-the -line 
racquet-yet is more 
a ttractively priced. Now that's 
a pleasant surprise. 

Players everywhere are 
discovering the finer play ­
abil ity of Omega-and the 

pride of owning 
Omega . So if you 're 
not playing with an 
Omega ... you just 

might not be 
p lay ing 

your best 
game . Try 

an Omega racquet ... its feel 
... its respons iveness . Ask your 
dealer or club for Omega by 
name. If irs not in stock, call 
or write : Omega, a Division of 
Prandur Corporat ion , 2366 
Schue1z Road, St. Louis, Missouri 
63131 (314) 872-9007. 

MEGA 
~ The WIN-DESIGNED Racquets 



A quiet, sound 
controlled court. 

Designed 
forfast 

Installation. 
Engineered 
for lasting 
durability. 

Precision Courts offer a court system to fit your 
needs and your budget. A court that pays its way 
sooner, because it installs faster. A court built 
to take the pounding of long hours of hard play, 
everyday , with a minimum of maintenance . 

All Precision Courts feature pre-fabricated and 
pre-finished " Cincinnati sectional" floors . .. the 
same nationally famous floors found in premier 
coliseums throughout the country . For the walls , 
Formica brand panels are used exclusively. 
Formica ® panels are dimensionally stable , and 
highly moisture, warp , scratch and dent resistant. 
Quickly installed, they are flush fit for a seam­
less-like surface . 

Through our in-house control , all materials 
and components are manufactured to exacting 
specifications , assembled and inspected prior 
to shipment. Precision Courts has a network of 
experienced Distr ibutors whose fac tory - tra ined 
crews perform the actual installation. Result. 
You are assured a complete quality cou rt system 
that is designed right, built right, installed right. 

In addition, we can off er valuable exper ience 
in a complete range of services, as . . . consult­
ants, eng ineers , designers , manufactur er and 
contractor . For complete techn ical data , service, 
construction and installation details , write , or 
give us a call. 

The ultimate in complete court systems . .. Racquetball • Handball • Squash • Platform Tennis 

praci,j/on Cour~J Inc.. 3626 Ro11nd/Jott o111 Roacl / Cincinnati, Oh io 4524 4 I (5 13) 56 1-7642 



CORRECTION #1 

Serve the ball so that it will end up on a wall drifting toward the deep court corners . This gives you time to get into the center court position for a 
strategic return, or general control of the rally . You will, in this way , also obviate the hinderance worry, and also the embarrassment of hiNing 
yourself with your own serve - an automatic out . 

In your practice sessions you should vary your serves-left, right, high, low , fast and slow. As a tactician , serving gives you your first chance to 
outsmart your foe . Take advantage of it. Peck away at a weakness , of course , but after scoring two or three points against , say, a backhand 
weakness , zing a serve over to the opposite corner to shake her up . More about psychology later . 

I 

I 
I 
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Man Does Not Live By Racquetball Alone 
By Robert Wallace - Curiel 

He had once beaten Brumfi eld. 
True , it had been years ago, but 
since then his game had improved . 

Now here he was down 4-2 . The ball 
sailed high into the back wall. 

''This will be easy, " he thought. 

Kill was ringing through his body ; it 
would be easy to put it away with his 
forehand . Then at the last moment , 
he opened his racquet and he 
lobbed the ball onto the front wa ll. 

"Damn ." 

Why couldn 't he bring himself to 
think of this as just another game , 
and of her as just another lamb to be 
fleeced? What did it matter ; it was 
too late now. She returned with a 
rifle-quick pinch sho t that he couldn 't 
reach . 5-2. 

The gallery that had gathe red above 
to watc h the goings-on applauded 
he r effort , typ ically rooting for the 
underdog . 

He should have known this was 
bound to happen . The number one 
male player against the number one 
female player in the c lub . Everyone 
had been waiting for this match , and 
it was even rumored that the more 
affluent memb ers were riding high 
stakes on the outcome. He was, of 
cours e, heavil y favored and well he 
should be; he knew that not even on 
his worst day with one hand tied to 
h is fac e wou ld she ever stand a 
chance against his power serves 
and low corner returns . 

And all of a sudden he was down 
6 -2 . 

He watched her as she set to serve 
again . Her legs were long and 
tanned , her hips just round enough 
unde r her expensively embroid ered 
shorts . Tied back as it was , he 
couldn 't tell just how long her hair 
was , but it was blond and looked 
soft . 

It was well known that besides being 
beaut iful she was also wea lthy . Her 
father was big in local construction , 
and had his fingers in a few other 
pies around town . She drove to the 
club each day in a copper-colored 
Mercedes sports coupe. 

Robert Wall ace-Cur iel is a free lance wr iter from San Diego , Californ ia. 

Her serve burned him and it was 7-2 . 
There was no way he cou ld 
concentrate with her on the same 
court . Hell, with her in the same 
state . A classic case of the dread 
Blinkus of the Thinkus . 

More applause , and then he 
remembered that first time he'd 
seen her . A ll smil es, lookin g down 
on him, watch ing as he methodically 
destroyed some amoeba man 
who 'd· had the nerve to think that 
they even belonged with in the same 
four hallowed walls together . Of 
course he 'd let the guy know right off 
who was boss . Still , he 'd been 
taking it easy on him after beat ing 
him half to death in the first game . 
But when he saw she was watching , 
we ll, he wa s all over the poo r turke y 
like ugly on an ape. The guy he'd 
trounced for her viewing pleasure 
had not since bee n seen in the club . 
He'd probably moved out of 
California . 

"That"s life," he thought later . 

Then that same day, after he 'd 
showered and dressed , the 
manager of the club told him that 
she'd left word for him to set up a 
game between them . That is, if he 'd 
go for it. He did and that was his first 
mista ke. 

So now , here they were . Glass court 
and center stage . Everybody 
watc hing them. Then she sm iled her 
" I have secrets I could whisper in 
your ear " smile, and promptly aced 
him with another serve . 8-2 . 

Things were starting to get out of 
hand . The crowd was really enjoy ing 
the whole thing . Whistl ing, clapping , 
cheer ing and generally carrying on 
as if they had just smoked half of 
Marrakech . 

"That's it," he thought. "Okay , no 
more Mr . Nice Guy. Sorry I ady , but 
your time is up .. , He said that,?but 
to himself . · 

He knew his reputation was on the 
line - here and now . He was, after 
all , the resident teaching pro of the 
club . How would it look if he were to 
lose to her? These days he hardly 
ever lost and had become 

somewhat of a legend. After a time 
on the National tour his name had 
become almost a household word . 
(But back then racquetball wasn't 
even a household word .) 

Then there was the time he took The 
Brum. No, there was no way she 
cou ld do this to him. Pretty fac e, 
good legs , rich or not , he couldn 't let 
her get to him . 

He slammed the serve to her 
backhand ; her return was good. but 
~is was better . He ended the rally 
with a devastating shot a half-inch 
off the right fron t wall that died like a 
party out of punch and rolled to a 
stop at her feet. She wasn 't smiling . 

14-8 . He looked back at her as he 
prepared to serve again . The last 12 
poin ts had been tacked up for his 
side . He'd hit his stride . The crowd 
wa s quiet now, intent, wa tching the 
master at work . He cou ld see a hint 
of tears well ing in her eyes . So much 
for the thrill of victory . He felt like a 
chump . He let her set up on the point 
and take the serve from him . She 
smilect again. 

15-14. He hadn 't meant to let it get 
this out of contro l. Of course th e 
crowd was having a fie ld day . What 
a comeback ! He cou ld hear them 
laugh ing and slapp ing each othe r on 
the back . The women and younger 
girls were hav ing all kinds of good 
times . Then they exchanged serv es 
a few time s and the po ints that were 
scored came tooth and nail. 

She was actually one of the better 
play ers he had ever faced . But not 
as good as the score wou ld indic ate . 
It was her lead , 19-17. The 
specta tors were silent again . They 
knew it wa s com ing down to the w ire 
now and they could smell upset like 
a shark smells swimmer . 

Each point took their breath away. 
Rocket rallies, half-minute ceiling 
exch anges , back walls , front walls , 
off this side wa ll and the other . A true 
racquetballet. 

After one particula rly grueling rally, 
a key one in wh ich she regained the 
serve, she smiled at him and w inked 
as they traded positions . Not only 



was she good at the physical game, 
she was not too shabby on the 
mental aspects of the walled war. 
And with that one flick of an eyebrow 
she had broken him as surely as if 
she had taken her racquet to his 
he'ad. 

How could he think about the game 
while trying to figure out what she 
meant with that damn wink? 

At 20-19 , game point , her serve was 
picture perfect , low to his backhand . 
But his return was fantast ic , forcing 
her to give up center court position. 
Then instead of returning to the 
ceiling as he was expecting , she 
went for the game , firing the ball low 
to the right front corner with some 
kind of spin on it. As it bounced off 
the wall no more than three inches 
off the floor, it suddenly took a turn 
toward Butte , Montana . 

He made a dive and stretched as far 
as he could, and with a light flick of 
the wrist that would have made 
Serot proud, he turned the ball back 
in the general direct ion of Tijuana , 
where it lazi ly floa ted into the front 
wall. 

He ro lled qu ickly to his left, knowing 
that she , too , would have to dive to 
have any chance of a return. 

And dive she did . And with as 
beautifully executed a nose slide as 
he'd seen in years she not on ly 
managed a return but took the point , 
the game and his heart . 

They lay on the floor of the court side 
by side , exhausted . Above them the 
crowd whistled and clapped . She 
smiled at him and he smiled back. 
For some reason it didn 't feel like 
he'd lost . 

"Say, " he said, as they lay where 
they had landed facing each other 
less than a foot apart. " Would you 
like to get together for some dinner 
and drinks tonight? " 

"My place or yours? " she replied 
with enough left unsaid to make a 
beet blush . 

"What the hell, " he thought. "Man 
does not live by racquetball alone. " 

Off-The-Court Strategy · 
A potpourri for the female 
racqueteer , this column answers 
questions and provides information 
on any subject that interests women 
racquetball players. 

If you have any questions, or 
answers, that you think are worth 
printing in this space-just drop us 
a line! 

Aggression, Neurotic Conflict or 
Competence? 

Is the inner satisfaction of play ing 
good racqu etball the main reason 
you enjoy the game? 

If so, then your psychological 
motivation is "Competence," 
according to Dorcas Susan Butts, a 
Canadian woman athlete and 
psychology professor , who wrote 
Psychology of Sport , a recently 
published paperback . 

You 'll be happy to know you're 
fulfilling the same psycho log ical 
need that most champions satisfy . 

"The competence-oriented athlete 
is someone who is mature and who 
is involved with sports for 
intrinsically rewarding reasons ," Dr. 
Butts wr ites. "These athletes 
experience feelings of 
self-fulfillment in their quest for 
excellence. " 

Not all of us are moved by such 
wholesome motives , however. Dr . 
Butts lists " Aggression " and 
" Neurotic Conf lict" as other sports 
motivators. Are these last two traits 
ones you've observed in your 
opponents? 

Keeping Track Of Lost Inches 

Is figure control your ma in 
mot ivat ion? In that case, you might 
want to chart your changing 
dimensions on The Shape Measure . 
This 60 inch tape-printed and 

How Long Can A Pregnant 
Woman Play Racquetball? 

"As long as it's comfortable and 
enjoyable, " advises Dr. Allen 
Charles, a Chicago obstetrician. "Of 
course a woman should know her 
limitations, should use common 
sense and should play within her 
physical capacities . 

"A good rule to follow for any sport 
is not to play to the point of 
exhaustion. When a woman is 
out-of-breath , she could be 
experiencing an oxygen 
deprivation which is harmful to the 
baby. " 

stitched in blue on heavy white ., 
~ paper-provides spaces to record ~ 

your weight and dimensions (bust , '§ 

waist , hips and thighs) each month 8 
~ 

for a one year period . ~ 

For more information, write : The 8 
2 

Sm ith Organizat ion, 7646 West ~ 
Devon Avenue, Chicago, IL 60631 . 



How To Eat Your Banana Cream 
Pie And Diet, Too 

You say you 've had recurring 
dreams of banana cream pie since 
you started your diet? Now there 's a 
low-calorie version you can eat 
when you 're awake . 

Banana Ginger Cream Pie (Eight 
servings of 165 calories each ; 
traditional recipe has 285 per 
serving) . 
In a sauce pan mix ½ cup sugar ,3T 
cornstarch and ¼t salt. Gradually 
stir in 2 cups skimmed milk . Cook 
over low heat, stirring constantly, 
unt il mixture comes to a boil. 
Continue cooking and stirri ng for 5 
minutes, or until mixture thickens 
and is smooth . 

Remove from heat and stir a small 
amount of milk mixture into 3 egg 
yolks, slightly beaten .Return yolks to 
mixture and cook for 2 minutes 
longer. Add 1 t vanilla and cool. 

Cut 6 gingersnaps in halves and 
stand around inside of 9-inch pie 
plate . Crumble 9 more gingersnaps 
and press into bottom of pie plate . 
Slice 2 bananas and arrange over 
bottom ginger shell . Pour cooled 
fill ing into shell and chill . Just before 
serving slice 1 banana and arrange 
over top of pie . 

Pleasant indulging! 

Pack Up Your Racquet 

Dieting is something to avoid on a 
vacation . If you play an hour of 
racquetball during the day, you 'll 

use up enough calories to feast at 
night without gaining weight. 

Hotel s in Chicago , Denver , San 
Diego and Las Vegas have their 
own cou rts , or you can call a 
racquetball facility in any city where 
you 're staying . Tell them you 're an 
out-of-town visitor and chances are 
they 'll let you come in and 
play-and they 'll rent you a racquet 
if you didn 't pack your own . 

Make-Up That 's Good Enough To 
Eat 

Cucumbers , grapefruit and 
papaya - not tars , shoe poli sh and 
harsh chemicals found in most 
make-ups-are what natural 
cosmetics are made from at the i 
Natural shops , a New York based 
chain . 

i Natural makes lipsticks from honey 
and beeswax, face scrubs from 
chopped almonds and even a new 
Figure Food that's 100 per cent 
protein , contains only 70 calories 
and can serve as a meal itself. If you 
don 't find an i Natural shop in your 
area, you can receive a free 
catalogue by writing , i Natural 
Cosmetics , GL3 , Box 3562 , Grand 
Central Station , N.Y . 10017 . 

R. B. Players Aren't Popping 
Pellets 

The little balls of bee food that 
worker bees put together as they 
hover over a flower have yet to 
become a food fad among 
racquetball players . 

But other athletes , including runners 
and basketball players, think eating 
pollen pellets improves their 
performance . The pellets , gathered 
and packaged in Europe and sold in . 
some U.S. health food stores , are 
rich sources of protein , according to 
pellet proponents . 

''It sounds like just another 
ergogenic aid (anything that's 
supposed to boost athletic ability) ," 
said Terry Fancher , National 
Coordinator of the U.S.R.A. and 
Nat ional Racquetball 's residen t 
expert on the scientific hows and 
whys of athletics . 

"The fact that the pollen is h igh in 
protein is no advantage because 
the body uses protein at a constant 
rate . What you need during 
exercis e is an extra supply of 
carbo hydrates and fats ." 

But Are They Popping Their 
Gum? 

Yes, according to former Univers ity 
of Wisconsin basketball player Curt 
Mueller , a pharm icis t who created , 
manufactured and distributes 
Quench Gum. 

He bills it as "the only energ izing 
sport gum on the market-Ii/led with 
citric acid to quench thirst, 
potassium salts to fight fatigue and 
100 per cent dextrose for quick 
energy." 

So chomp your way to physical 
fitness . 



Jeanie Meets Jeanie 
And Three Quarters of a Million Viewers Meet Racquetball 
"Tired, bored, your back ache? Try 
a new racquet - try racquetball, " 
suggested Channel Two 's Jeanie 
Morris in a late January interview 
with racquetball pro Jean Sauser on 
the 6 and 10 p.m. news over 
Chicago 's local CBS television 
station . 

Morris visited Sauser at the 
SkyHarbor Court Club in 
Northbrook, where the country 's fifth 
ranking woman 's racquetball player 
is head pro . 

Here are some excerpts from the 
interview : 

Morris: What do you think it is that 
holds people to the sport? 

Sauser: The intellectual interest 
and fitness ... the game is very 
mentally captivat ing and you can get 
fit while trying to learn a better 
strategy .. . While peop le are 
pract icing certa in shots and strokes , 
the ir bodies are gett ing stronger. 

Jeanie Morris Jean Sauser 

Morris: Can they see the results? 

Sauser: They see the pounds start 
to come off and the muscles firm up 
a litt le bit and then all of a sudden 
they go on a diet and they even lose 
more weight. 

The segment , which inc luded a 
woman 's class, closed with a game 
between Sauser and Midwest 
Woman 's Champ ion Bev Franks , 
who also teaches at SkyHarbor. 





To play in top form you need to be in top condition . And 
when it comes to physical conditioning, the best racquet­
ball players in the world are no different than champion 
athletes in other sports who rely on Universal Gym Equip­
ment to achieve the optimum in developing strength , 
speed and endurance . 

But we'd rather show you how your club can prov ide as 
many as sixteen different exercise stat ions that can be 
used by sixteen people all at the same lime , in only 300 
square feet of space! When your club has more to _offer, 
it stands out from all the rest. A Universal phys ical fitness 

center includes a conditioning pro­
gram for every member of the family. The proof of Universal's superiority 

can be found in the training facili­
ties of thou sands of college, univer ­
sity and profes siona l team s . And in 
hundreds of health c lubs , tennis 
and racquetball clubs as well as 
companies in business and industry 
throughout the nation . 

,,,--~ / ' ~-- Get more out of racquetball by putting 
more into it. 

We could te ll you abou t endorse­
ments from sports greats like Bill 
Russell, John McKay , George Allen, 
Barry Switzer, Larry Csonka, Nolan 
Ryan, Reggie Jackson and others. 

--, 
~ 

Call or write today for a free facili­
ties design and a cost estimate of a 
Universal fitness center for your club . -
GYM EQUIPMENT 
17352 Von Karman Ave . . 
Irvine, Ca . 92714 • (714) 751-2820 
.. suos-0 J lyOI r,qsy ~'O'lT H,'l(S T lt,OUSTfl1ESOf A.~(q 1CA lf. C 

THE WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF PHYSICAL CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 



Around The Nation 
California Sunshine 

It's coming soon to Southern 
California . The finest National 
Championships in the history of 
racquetball will be held again in 
beautiful San Diego at the luxurious 
Atlas Health Club. For those of us who 
have survived the bitter winter in the 
Midwest , some California sunshine will 
certainly be a change of pace . 

What else could a racquetball fan ask 
for? The top amateurs and 
professionals will be playing for eight 
days side by side . The best amateur 
players of all age brackets will be 
striving for the ultimate in their sport 
- first place in their division. The 
competition is the best there is in 
racquetball . 

I arrived at the 1976 U.S.R .A/N.R.C . 
National Championships a day late last 
year , - everyone had already arrived 
and the action was continuous. All of 
the facilities, rooms, swimming pools 
and restaurants were within 150 yards 
of each other . The tournament 
coordinators were keeping in touch by 
two-way radios, 500 people were 
actively participating , and the pros 
were just starting the first preliminary 
rounds . The quality of the competition 
in the women's divisions and the level 
of their skill was amazing. 

Everyone connected with the 
tournament in San Diego was 
extremely friendly and courteous and 
the relaxel..'. California atmosphere had 
a positive eft8ct on all participants . 

70 MAY 

etb 

What could be better than last year's 
tournament? The answer is - this 
year 's. The biggest problem for most of 
us was overcoming the desire to stay in 
San Diego forever. 

Leach Announces shirts for 
U.S.R.A. Tournaments 

To further assist our state amateur 
associations . Leach Industries is 
providing tournament shirts for 
U.S.R.A. sanctioned events . Needs 
are being met on an individual state 
basis , depending upon the desires of 
the tournament hosts and the quality of 
shirts desired . A variety of p·ackages 
are offered and attractive tournament 
kits and accessories are also available 
plus screening for the shirts. 

Our thanks goes out to Charles Drake 
at Leach Industries for realiz ing the 
need to assist our chairmen and 
amateur tournament players at the 
state level. Davey Bledsoe, Patty Reid , 
and the Leach staff will be handling 
orders directly and will require six 
weeks advance notice to ensure 
delivery. 

Seamco Provides Thousands of 
Free Balls 

Seamco is filling free racquetball 
orders for the sanctioned tournaments 
at an astounding rate. You can always 
tell when its state tournament time. 
Over one recent two week period , Art 
Orloski of Seamco placed U.S.R.A. 
orders for 500 dozen free balls to our 
affiliates at great savi ngs to our 

tournament hosts . Seamco 's 
President , Al Mackie , is directly 
responsible for the continuance of this 
program. 

Racquetballs , shirts , score cards , draw 
sheets , rule books , magazines , referee 
guidelines , seeding guidelines , 
publishing tournament results , a State 
Racquetball section for news, direct 
funding to the state associations, 16 
men and women regional champions 
sent transportation free to the National 
Championships , and that's not all . We 
are working closely with David 
Armstrong of the International 
Management Group to secure a 
national sponsor to further fund our 
progral'!ls and provide even more 
amenities . We 've been busy since last 
June and the amateur player 's 
response has been truly remarkable . 

State Chairperson 's Workshop 
In conjunction with the National 
Championships, we are planning a 
workshop to discuss plans for the 
upcoming year of racquetball among 
our state associations . A half-day 
workshop is currently in the planning 
stages and we have future plans to 
make the Nationals an annual 
convention site. 

Please introd uce your se lf to our staff if 
you can attend the National 
Champ ionships. We are interested in 
learning of your events and the growth 
of the game in all areas of the country. 
We look forward to sharing ideas with 
you. 



U.S.R.A. 
Affiliate 
Organizations 
If your state is not represe nted in th e list of affiliates in this issue, and you wish to become involved , please contact Terry 
Fancher at U.S .R.A . headquarters . 

Alabama Kansas 
Jerry O'Neal Steve Ray 
c/o Nat'I Homes Acceptance 10839 Woodw ard 
Corp. Overland Park 66210 
Box 3436A 913 -642-5220 
Birmingham , AL 35205 Kentucky 
205-324-3431 David Fleischaker 
Arkansas 628 Fincas tle Bldg . 
Bob Blak e Loui svi lle 40202 
2201 Braden 502 -585-5369 
Jacksonvil le 72076 
501 -982 -6209 
California 
Dr. Chu ck Hanna 
9453 Goodwic k Ct. 
San Diego 92123 
714-278-6342 

Louisiana 
Sanford Comeaux (acting ) 
P.O. Box 3644 
Lafayette 70502 
318 -984-5753 

Maine 
Ken Asto r, Kevin York 

Connecticut 170 Rt. 1 
George & Gerr i Rudy sz Falmouth 
239 Old Farm s Rd., #102C 207 -781-42 81 
Avon 06001 
203-677-6073 
Florida 
Frank John son , Jim Lane 
3924 Ad ams St. 
Hollywood 3302 1 
305-925 -8173 

Georgia 
Wayne Vincent 
3777 Vineyard Ct. 
Marie tta 30062 
404-971-5441 

Idaho 
Dirk Burgard 
1710 E:. 16th St. 
Idaho Falls 8340 1 
208-522-2716 

Illinois 
Tom Street , Alan Sh etzer 
570 East Higgi ns Rd. 
Elk Grove Vill age 60007 
312-439 -3030 

Indiana 
Robert Tiedge 
P.O. Box 1792 
South Bend 46624 
219-272-8808 
Iowa 
Jerry Lucas 
526 Eicher 
Keokuk 52636 
3 19-524-165 1 

Maryland 
Dr. Ch arles Scheve 
605 Baltimore Ave . 
Towson 21204 
301-821-0160 

Massachusetts 
Jim Mcconchie 
Sho rt Hill Rd . 
Linco ln 01773 
617-259-0468 

Michigan 
Judy Huhta _ 
264 00 W . 12 Mile Rd. 
South field 48076 
313 -588 -024 9 

Minnesota 
Bob Ad am , Sr . 
7600 Park Lawn Ave 
Edin a 55435 
612-835 -65 15 

Mississippi 
Dr. C.T. Carley 
213 Wind so r 
Sta rkvill e 39759 
601-32 3-49 15 

Missouri 
Ron York 
1524 Lexing ton Ct. 
Kan sas City 6411 O 
816 -86 1 -8624 

Montana 
Russ Miller 
Shepherd, MT 59070 
406-373-6390 

Nebraska 
Dick Kincade / 
Chuck Erickson 
1 025 Lamplighte r Lane 
Lincoln 6851 O 
4 02 -489-341 g 

Nevada 
Dan Sea ton 
3727 Centennia l Cir . 
Las Vegas 89120 
702 -386 -4011 

New Jersey 
Doug Clark 
21 Glen Dr. 
Voorhee s 08043 
609-627-4926 
New Mexico 
Gary Mazarott 
Division of HPER 
Univ . of Albuquerque 
St. Joseph Pl., N.W . 
Albuquerque 87140 
505-821 -0536 

New York (Eastern) 
Tom Flannery 
3A Alpine Dr. 
Wappingers Falls 12590 
201-845-9040 
New York (Western) 
Jim Winterton 
211 Brooks Ave. 
Rochester 14619 
716-235-4609 

North & South Carolina 
Sonny Harmon 
106 Pear Tree Rd. 
Raleigh , NC 27610 
919-227 -116 1 

Oklahoma 
Clayton Rah lfs 
4 127 S. Cin cinnati 
Tulsa 74105 
918-749 -9081 

Oregon 
Reed Fitkin 
2510 Oakmont Way 
Eugene , OR 97401 
503-687-2811 
Pennsylvania 
Jim Pruitt 
K.O .P. R.B. Club 
Flint Hill Rd. 
King Of Prussia, PA 19406 
215-965-6645 

Rhode Island 
John Rosato , 
Jerry Melaragno 
3049 Pawtucket Ave . 
East Providence 0291 8 
401-277-2833 

Texas 
Dewey Strickland 
201 Vanderpoo l 
Houston 77024 
713-868 -3340 

Vermont 
Cliff John son 
70 Farre ll Rd. 
S. Bur lington 05401 
802 -864 -4 770 
Virginia 
Ed Remen 
32 Penny Lane 
Ster ling 22170 
703-43 0-2552 

Washington 
Douglas A. Wilson 
5817 57 Ave .. N.E 
Sea ttle 98 105 
206-623 -4320 Ext. 3 1 
West Virginia 
Dave Taylor 
Rec .-lntramural Sports Ott. 
Stansbury Hall-W.V.U. 
Morgantown, WV 26506 
304-293-5221 

Wisconsin 
Bob Ken nan 
P.O. Box 203 
Wales 53183 
414-646-3607 

Wyoming 
Barbara Williams 
YMCA-417 N. Jefferson 
Sheridan 82801 
307 -674 -7488 
Germany 
Viktor Mazurkiewicz 
LobsienstraBe 25 
2800 Bremen 
West Germany 
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Trials & 
Tribulations Of A 
State Chairman 

One of the nice things about being the 
California State Racquetball 
Association president is that it gets me 
out of the office on a trip once in awhile. 

I had a very nice letter from Mr. Richard 
Beguelin of Ventura who invited me up 
to see and play in his new facility there. 
Seems Rick had found a way to 
arrange for city offic ials and court 
builders to work together within a lease 
arrangement that gives a city open play 
and a builder the chance to build 
without having to buy expensive land 
with in a city. 

I happened to discuss this with one of 
the most traveled and experienced 
aviators aroun d, Mr. Bud Leach . He 
had purchased a beautiful twin engine 
Shrike Commander and he suddenly lit 
up . 

"How about my flying you and our 
newest pro , Shann on Wright , up to 
Ventura where you can put on a little 
exhibition for them up there? " 

He also said Shannon was tough and 
might whip me . Well , I told Bud, old 
super macho /ego Chuck would never 
have a female beat him on the court . 
He smiled and two days later we were 
ready to go. 

Arrangements for a court at Ventu ra 
had been made , and it was 
Wednesday , my day off (never get sick 
on Wednesdays they say - ha) . 

Weather was great and I anticipated 
the flight from San Diego up the coast. I 
had about 900 hours as a Navy flight 
surgeon and was anxious to hit the 
right seat and let Bud give me the old 
check out. Well, that's where my days 
first surprise hit me. 

Shannon Wright is really a charmer . 
Using her Southern most Dallas drawl , 
she said " Chuckie honey, I'm takin ' 
some flyin · lessons and would just 
consider it the greatest pleasure to fly 
in the front next to Mr. Leach. You'a/1 
wouldn 't mind me doin ' that , would 
y 'all?" With that cute grin and 
eyelashes fluttering up and down, I 
knew I was back seat Charlie . 

We had a great flight up. Rick met us 
and after touring the fac ility, Rick and I 
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had a chat whi le Shannon and Bud had 
a snack . 

Soon it was time to play in the glass 
exh ibition court. Bud told me Shannon 
was tired. She played three games with 
Keeley that morning at 7 a.m . and also 
that she ate a hamburger , fries , 
milkshake and apple turnover 15 
minutes ago . Shannon had her own 
green pro 558 ball and we soon started. 
I couldn't help but notice the crowd 
gathering as well as Shannon's 
practice kill shots rolling out. 

I thought "she hits pretty good for a 
girl. " (Ha). The first game was see-saw 
until 18-all. I hit a deep backhand 
ceil ing ball and on her way back 
Shannon ran into me. The mild 
collision , holding on, etc . was kinda 
nice , so I lost my head somewhat and 
tried to arrange another happening or 
two like that , when she said "nice 
game , chuckie-honey ." " Its over? ," I 

asked, and unbelievably, 21-18, I lost. 
Well , it was a fluke - my concentration 
was lost, etc .-and I told Shanno n I 
was really going to bear down on her, 
try my bestest , etc ,- and show her 
what its like to play a real man. She said 
to me ever so sweetly- " / jus ' knew 
you 'd want it that way . Chuckie-honey . 
So why don't we 'a/1 play for the right 
front seat on the plane gain ' back-cuz 
you know how much I enjoy f/yin · and 
all. " Well , I gave it my A game . Busting 
my tail , using all my tricks, my best 
shots, and you guessed it- back seat 
Charlie again, 21-10. 

All because of that lively green ball! ! 
Ha- not really ! She's a great player 
and a great sport . She 's going to do a 
lot of good for racquetball and for 
Leach Industries also , her sponsor. I'd 
sure be ungrateful if I didn 't thank Rick 
Beguel in and the best pilot you cou ld fly 
with , Bud Leac h, for an unusually 
beautiful day . 

From a business standpoint, I learned 
a great deal from Rick. He's a very 
pleasant , dynamic man in his thirties 
whose primary interest and 
background is in investment banking . 
He formed a partnership with a young 
attorney , Denn is Kuttler , and an 
outgoing stockbroker named Bill 
Burke . 

Land is quite expensive in Californ ia 
anywhere and expecially in a seaside 
community like Ventura, located 
between Los Angeles and Santa 
Barbara. 

Th is trio noted a prime parcel of land 
that seemed an ideal location for a 
racquetball facility-the only catch 
being that it was city owned. It was not 
produc ing any revenue for the city and 
there were no plans to use it in city hall. 
So Rick and his partners conce ived a 
tremendous plan, which the city fathers 
pondered and finally accepted . 

In essence, the city lease s the land to 
the principle own ers for amonthly sum 
and a certain small percentage of the 
gross monthly figure should it be 
reached. These payments are infinitely 
smaller than the average land 
payments made on any rea l estate 
purchase . The city cleared the land, 
paid half the utility hook-up fee and 
paved half the parking lot. The city was 
promised a public play facility versus a 
private facility for only the affluent with 
built in rest rict ions on court rental fees. 
The city will own the faci lity after 50 
years at which time they will have a 
serviceable build ing and choice land 
together . 

One of the surprising elements in all the 
ear ly plan formulation was how 
amenable so called "city hall " was to 
dea l with . Rick said the Ventura fathers 
were extreme ly far sighted, open to 
suggest ions at all times , and couldn 't 
have been more pleasant to deal with. 

The club decor is extremely clever with 
super graphics adorning the club 
throughout. Each singular cou rt of the 
Ventura courthouse is named after a 
specific type judicial court such as: 
Traff ic Cou rt/Divorce Court/Supreme 
Court/Appelate Court/Small Claims 
Court , etc. 

At the present time this partnersh ip has 
two clubs under construction in 
Canoga Park and Bakers field (13 
courts in each facility) plus bidding 
underway in the following cit ies : 
Lompoc (9 courts) , Camarillo (9 
courts) , San Luis Obispo (9 courts ), 
Westlake (11 courts) plus under 
negot iation with the city of Santa 
Monica for 13 courts . With these 
facilities completed, this could very well 
be the largest number of facilities 
owned in the entire U.S . You 'll be 
hearing more about this talented group 
I'm sure. They deserve the best, and I 
want to publicly thank them for the ir 
hospitality on beha lf of the Californ ia 
State Racquetb all Association . Hope 
to visit your facility soon. 



Meet Your 
State Chairmen 
New Mexico - Gary Mazaroff 

The U.S.R.A. has drawn its state 
chairmen from all walks of life and New 
Mexico's Gary Mazaroff is one of those 
representing the University 
community . 

A physical education instructor and 
Director of lntramurals and 
Recreational Sports at the Univers ity of 
Albuquerque, Mazaroff , 25 , is a 
veteran in athletics and racquetbal l. 

"It was suggest ed that I instruct a 
college level course in racquetball a 
few years ago , " said Mazaroff , "so I 
switched from squash to racquetball 
for that reason . I'd never switch back ." 

A 1973 graduate of the University of 
California at Berkeley, Mazaroff went 
on to receive his Masters degree from 
the University of New Mexico two years 
later. 

Gary is as optimistic as anyone on the 
future of racquetball. "The game is 
nowh ere near peaking , " he says. "You 
can still see for miles. " 

It was a big jump for Gary from 
instructor/player to the head of one of 
the U.S.R .A. 's most efficient affiliates. 

"I got involved because I felt an 
obligation to turn on the people in our 
state to racqu etball ," he expl ained . " I 
wanted to share the num erous 

benefits of our sport with everyone 
else. At the time we were lagging 
behind other areas of the country and I 
wanted to do something about it." 

He has with his work with the New 
Mexico Court Associat ion, headed by 
his good friend Carl Brand. 

"Carl has been most instrumental in 
developing racquetball in New 
Mexico, " Mazaroff said . "He does a 
super job and helps me immensely ." 

The New Mexico aff iliate has initiated 
ongoing tournaments for all levels of 
play as one of its first programs , in 
addition to an annual state 
champ ionship tournament. 

Mazaroff does most of his playing at 
Tom Young's Spa and Health Club and 
sees many more court clubs on the 
horizon in his area. 

"We hope to continue to increase our 
pr omotion as the sport cont inues to 
grow ," he said. " It 's truly a labor of love 
for us." 

Massachusetts - Jim Mcconchie 

"Even though there aren 't any court 
clubs here yet, Massachus etts has a 
large racquetball following, " says 
James H. Mcconchie , U.S.R.A. state 
chairman and organizer of the 
Massachusetts Racquetball 
Association . " We're expecting our 
state to be one of the next areas to 
really boom in the racquetb all world ." 

A non-practicing attorney, Mcconchie 
35, is president of two racquetball ' 
related corporations, Racquetball 
International, Inc., of Massachusetts 
and Racquetball International, Inc. of 
New Jersey . 

Jim learned to play racquetball in the 
fall of 1974 at a local one-court health 
club in Boston. It was then he started 
thinking of racquetball's future, which 
led him to where he is now, - on the 
brink of opening Massachusett 's first 
racquetball court club. 

A graduate of Colby College in 
Waterville , Maine, Mcconchie 
received his MBA from Dartmouth in 
1965 and his law degree from Boston 
College Law School in 1968 . 

"Racquetball should become one of 
the country 's largest participant sports 
by the early 1980's, " Mcconch ie said . 
"Once our club opens we feel the 
game will really p ick up here ." 

Mcconchie and his wife Linda live in 
Lincoln , Massachusetts with their s ix 
month old daughter Lindsay , who Jim 
feels has a real shot at the 1997 ladies 
title. 

As far as his involvement with the 
U.S.R.A. affiliate M.R.A. is concerned, 
Mcconchie felt it was necessary for 
somebody to step up and promote 
racquetball in his state. 

"I became involved originally j ust to 
meet other people in the sport ," he 
said . " I realized that the game couldn 't 
be developed without a system , and 
the U.S.R.A. seemed the ideal 
organization to set up with. " 

From his few months work with the 
M.R.A. Mcconchie already realizes 
he'll need a great deal of help from his 
fellow racquetballers . 

"I'm draw ing help from all over ," he 
said , "but my main guy will be Stan 
Dubitsky of Fall River. Stan will be our 
club manager when it opens 
(September planned) and will be 
actively involved in setting up 
tournaments ." 

The Massachusetts Racquetball 
Association is off to a very good start, 
with Jim Mcconch ie at the helm . 
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PLAYER RANKINGS 

Official Women's Professional Ranking 
(As of April 1, 1977) 

1. Shannon Wright , Dallas 
2 . Peggy Steding , Odessa, Tex . 
3 . (tie) Janell Marriott , Salt Lake City 

Kathy Williams , Hazel Park , Mich. 
5 . Jean Sauser , Northbrook , Ill. 
6. Sue Carow , Glenview , Ill. 
7 . Jennifer Harding, Portland , Ore. 
8. Jan Campbell, San Diego 
9. (tie) Sarah Green , Memphis 

Lyn McKie , Dallas 
11. Cam ille McCarthy , Indianapolis 
12. Martha Byrd , Gainesville, Fla . 

Official Professional 1976-77 N.R.C. Women 's Prize Money Earnings 
Men's Rankings (As of April 1, 1977) 

(As of April 1, 19TT) 

1. Marty Hogan , St . Louis 
2 . Charles Brumfield , San Diego 
3 . Craig McCoy, Riverside , Cal. 
4. Davey Bledsoe, San Diego 

Rank Player Prize Money 
1. Peggy Steding , Odessa , Tex . $5 ,400 
2. Shannon Wright , Dallas 3 ,900 
3 . Janell Marriott , Salt Lake City 2 ,050 
4. Kathy Williams , Hazel Pk ., Mi . 1,650 

5. Jerry Hilecher, St. Louis 
6. Steve Strandemo, San Diego 

5 . (tie) Jenn ifer Harding , Portland 625 
Jean Sauser, Northbrook , Ill. 625 

7 . Richard Wagner , San Diego Sue Carow , Glenview , Ill. 625 
8 . Steve Keeley , San Diego 
9. Steve Serot, San Diego 

10 . Jay Jones , Los Angeles 
11 . Ben Koltun, St. Louis 

8 . Camille McCarthy , Indiana polis 225 
9 . (tie) Jan Campbell, San Diego 200 

Sarah Green , Memphis 200 

12. Mark Morrow, Los Angeles 
13 . Steve Chase, Phoenix 
14 . John Lynch , Chicago 
15. Mike Zeitman , Memphis 
16 . Ken Wong, St. Louis 

1976-77 N.R.C. Men 's Prize Money Earnings 
(As of April 1, 1977) 

Rank Player Prize Money 
1. Marty Hogan , St. Louis $15 ,500 
2 . Charlie Brumfield , San Diego 4 ,450 
3. Jerry Hilecher, St. Louis 4 ,325 
4 . Steve Strandemo , San Diego 3 ,550 
5 . Davey Bledsoe , San Diego 3,325 
6 . Craig McCoy , Rivers ide , Cal. 3 ,075 
7 . Richard Wagner , San Diego 2,300 
8. Steve Keeley , San Diego 1,875 
9. Steve Serot, San Diego 1,450 

10 . Ben Koltun , St. Louis 1,425 
11. Mike Zeitman, Memphis 1,175 
12. John Lynch , Chicago 1,000 
13. Jay Jones, Los Angeles 800 
14 . Bill Schmidtke, Minneapolis 700 
15 . Steve Chase, Phoen ix 600 
16 . Mark Morrow, Los Angeles 500 
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winning racqaalball 

Arthur Shay 
w ith Chuck Leve 

prehens lve Illustrated 
A com how to advance 

gu ide, show ln~ Ing compet itor 
from beginner to w,nn 

Foreword by Robert W. Kendler , President, United States 
Racquetball Association 

Arthur Shay with Chuck Leve 

Winning Racquetball is intended for 
beginning players seeking shortcuts to 
racquetball competence as well as those 
who have achieved the competence re­
quired to enter local club tournaments 
and last at least a round or two . 

Building on the basics , Shay and Leve 
cover such areas as the mental attitudes 
required to win tournaments; how to get 
into supershape for racquetball ; how to 
use your limitations (fatigue, for example) 
as advantages; and how to play against 
someone who is trying to out-psych you. 
There are winning suggestions for every 
departmP.nt of play . 

Prove n racquetball w inners, such as 
Steve Keeley, Steve Se rot, Sue Carow, 
Kathy W i lliams, Charlie Brumfield, Bill 
Schmidtke, Ron Rubenste in , and racquet­
ball's 19-year-old superstar Marty Hogan, 
are photographed in action and quoted 
throughout to illustrate the points made 
in the text. 

Winning Racquetball will lead the 
racquetball enthusiast to the level of com­
petence and beyond Into tournament 
excellence. 
Arthur Shay is a form er Life and Time 
wr iter and Sports Illustrated photog rapher . 
He is the author -photographer of thirty­
one books. Chuck Leve is the author of 
Inside Racquetball and the National Direc­
tor and editor of National Racquetball 
magazine , the official publication of the 
Un ited States Racquetball Associat ion and 
the Nat ional Racque tball Club. Inc . 

------- -- ------ -- -- ------ ----------------------------
Please send me ___ copy(ies) of WINNING RACQUETBALL at $4.95 each plus 
50C postage and hand l ing for each book ordered. Illinois residents kindly add 5% 
sa les tax; California resi dents please add 6% sales tax . NO CASH OR C.O .D.'s 
accepted - please send check. 

NAME ___ _______________________ _ 

ADDRESS , _____ __ ___________ _ _____ _ 

CITY _ _ _ ________ __ STAT.__ _ __ ____ ~ IP ____ _ 

Henry Regnery Company Publishers 180 Norlh Michigan Avenue.Chicago, Illinois 60601 
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General News 

-• • Nation3etb 

New Handicap System: No Aces 
What racquetball is intended 
to do in club play is to pro­
vide a rewarding and enjoy­
able experience for players at 
all levels. With the intention 
of improving the over -a ll 
quality of play , we have de­
vised a unique system of 
handicapping . 

Through exhaustive re­
search , testing and observa­
tion , we find that our method 
re-emphasizes some of the 
basic appeals of racquetball 
that have been lost as the 
game relies more on power 
and less on the other com­
ponents of the game. 

Our system stresses the need 
for conditioning, physical 
and mental alertness, posi ­
tion , shot selection and 
execution, strategy and 
awareness of the opposition . 
Players who have tested our 
system endorse it as an in­
valuable teaching tool, which 
not only aids instruction but 
lets the learner have fun 
while learning . It has been 
used effectively in play be­
tween men and women and 
between the A, B, and C 
level players in each division. 
The results in our area have 
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been so encouraging that we 
want to share our system 
with players everywhere. 

A typical racquetball club is 
composed of members with 
varying degrees of ability. At 
the club level, the single as­
pect of the game that most 
readily separates players into 
A, B, and C categories is the 
power serve. Very often an A 
player defeats and frustrates 
his opponent with a steady 
barrage of unreturnable 
serves . His opponent may be 
thoroughly disgusted and the 
A player may be vaguely un ­
satisfied, though unable to 
explain why . He knows that 
he consistently defeats op ­
ponents at his club very eas­
ily, yet he may find himself a 
consistent loser at other 
levels of competition . 

The serve, a deadly weapon 
at a local club, loses much of 
its importance in tournament 
level play. Most other A 
players will return the serve, 
creating a situation that the 
club champ may be unpre­
pared for. He needs, on his 
home court, the kind of 
competition that will push 
him physically and mentally 

to play his best at all times. As 
long as he can ace his club 
opponents consistently, he 
need not play a total game to 
be a winner. 

At the other end of the club 
spectrum is the beginning 
player . For him, one of the 
most appealing features of 
the game is that most novices 
have some init ial success 
with the game , a beg inner 
can , in a very short time, hit a 
ball around the room and 
feel that he is playing the 
game competitively with 
players at his level. 

Inevltabley the desire to im­
prove creeps in and the 
novice see ks better and bet ­
ter opponents. At this stage, 
he is likely to find that he is 
losing badly without getting 
much of a workout , while he 
feels more and more frus­
trated. The novice may stick 
with the sport long enough to 
improve his game, but the 
sheer frustration of continu ­
ally losing may drive him 
back to other novice players 
for opponents , or it may 
drive him from racquetball 
entirely. 

It doe sn ' t hav e to be this way. 
The player who is trying to 
pull his game up to anoth er 
level expects to lose for a 
time, so the score itself does 
not caus e the frustration . The 
single aspect of the game that 
is probabl y the chief differ­
ence between leve ls­
betw ee n A and B, between 
women 's A and men 's B-is 
the serve . The mo st frustra­
ting part of the game, for a 
person who has been com­
peting successfu lly at a lower 
level, is trying to retu rn a 
serve that is suddenly lower 
and harder than anything he 
has ever seen . Instead of 
working on his strokes and 
improving his position and 
placement, the player finds 
himself swinging futilely at a 
serve he can barely see . Dis­
heartened and disgusted , he 
may wonder why he ever 
thought he liked the sport. 

In tum , the stronger player 
may feel that he is wasting his 
time . He needs only to serve 
a strong serve-not even a 
particularly well -pl aced 
serve-and he will score on 
an ace . There are few if any 
rallies, and th e stronger 



player may feel (and rightly 
so) that he would get as 
much out of practicing by 
himself. 

For the sake of both players 
in this not uncommon situa­
tion , a means must be found 
to equalize the serving ad ­
vantage. Then the stronger 
player would have to play , 
and play well, to defeat a 
player who is determined to 
improve . The weaker player 
would have a chan ce to rally 
and improve hi s entire game . 
The frustration and an­
noyance for both players 
would be greatly reduced . 

Traditionally , a handi cap sys­
tem based on giving points 
has b een used as an 
equalizer . the idea is good, 
but limited . A stronger player 
can still win a disproportion ­
ate number o f points on 
serve a lone. H e has no 
reason to play all -out for the 
entire session . In add iti on , 
the novice must face the fact 
that, "he gaue me 18 points 
and serue , and still beat me." 

Oth er systems of handicap ­
ping might force a stronge r 
player to eliminat e one type 
of stroke -i. e ., no cei l ing 
ball s allowed, or no back ­
wall kills-thus forcing him to 
concentrate on other phases 
of his game . He might allow 
his weaker opponent two 
bounces to reach the ba ll , or 
he might concede a point or 
side out on any poorly hit ball 
that falls into a designated 
"k ill area ." 

All of th ese ha nd icapping 
systems have one seve re 
limitation : the stronger player 
can earn points quickly and 
almost effortlessly by serv ing . 
Secure in the knowledge that 
his serve can save the game 
for him , he is never pushed to 
perform at his best, - there­
fore a diff ere nt handicapping 
system mu st be used . 

We have devised an alter­
nate system of handi capping 
to overcome this limitation in 
our area . Under this system a 
strong play er agrees that his 

serve is good only if it is re­
turned to the front wall. 
Should the weaker player fail 
to return the serve , no point 
is scored and the serve r still 
has two serves to begin play . 
Th e weaker player in turn 
agrees to make a sincere ef ­
fort to return every serve . 

In addition, the weaker 
pl ayer is a ll owed service 
aces, and he may be given 
points if the two players feel it 
necessary . 

Und er suc h a system, the 
weaker pla ye r has a chance 
to win without being given 15 
or 18 or even 20 points . He 
also has a chance to try to 
return many different serves , 
without the double frustra ­
tion of losing games quickly 
because he cannot handle a 
serve . 

Even more important than 
his having a chance to win 
the game, the player has a 
chance to hit the ball . He wi ll 
be involved i n more and 
longer rallies . He will see and 
use a variety of shots . In 
short , he will have the chan ce 
to improv e what he hoped 
for when he decided to play a 
stronger opponent. 

The stronger player should 
find that he is working to win 
the game . Without a deadly 
serve , he must use other 
shots in his repertoire . H e 
must work for position . He 
must select his shots carefully 
and execute th em w ell. 
Un der such co nd itions , his 
own game will improv e as he 
too sees and uses a variety of 
shots. H is serve can be an 
eff ective weapon i f, rather 
than trying to serv e aces, he 
tries to h it a cons istent , well ­
placed ball that resu lts in a 
weak return . 

One immediately visible re ­
sult of the system is that 
games last longer . Ev ery 
point is played and ev ery 
rally requires an effort from 
each player . Conditioning 
again becomes an important 
factor. A player who has not 
been really pushed by any 

opponent may find himself 
out of condition when he can 
no longer win half his points 
on serve alone. Physical 
stamina , de-emphasized by 
service aces, is again an in­
tegral part of the game . 

The advantages of an 
equalized serve are these : a 
weaker play er has a chan ce 
to see a strong serve , but he 
also is involved in ra ll ies 
where he can use various 
strokes and strategies ; a 
stronger player mu st also 
select and exec ut e shots 
carefu lly, thereby improving 
his own game; and both 
players are pu shed physically 
as well as technica lly . 

There are certain cautions in 
using this system . It is impor ­
tant that the weaker player 
try for every serve . Letting a 
strong serve go , knowing that 
it will be re-served , should re ­
sult in a point for the server . 
With ou t this stipu lation. 
player s might become lazy 
and much of the learning ex ­
perience is lost. 

Another potential problem is 
that many players do not 
want to risk losing to a 
weaker opponent under any 
circumstances . A great deal 
of ego seems to be involved , 
particularly when a man 
plays a woman . To smooth 
over such feelings , ii should 
be clearly established that the 
session is a learning situation 
designed to help both player s 
improve . In competitive 
matches , such as tourna ­
ments or ladder challenges. 
handicapping systems are of 
limited val ue. In stead , the 
system should help players 
improve their total game , 
thus improving the quality of 
comp etition in other sit ua­
tion s. 

Players taking formal lessons 
or requesting aid fro m better 
play ers could mak e effective 
use of this system . Short 
games as part of a lesson give 
play ers a chan ce to incorpo ­
rate new sk ill s and, with the 
no -ace rule in effect , teachers 

and stronger players need 
not play a condescending 
game. Use of a no-ace game 
would emphasize condition­
ing. as well as make racquet­
ball an enjoyable and re­
warding game. 

Two players of equal ability 
can also benefit from the 
no-ace rule. Each player 
maintains his regular serving 
pattern , but cannot rely on 
aces to score easy points. 
Each must play a total game . 
Even more than with a 
novice, each must concen­
trate on his strategy. With 
such a practice session, 
players will in ev itably im­
prove . 

A doubles or mixed-doubles 
game invol ving one or more 
for the novice players who 
are weak in service return 
can be made more competi­
tive if all serves must be re­
turned . Also , a woman with a 
strong ground game be­
comes a more interesti ng 
opponent for a man whose 
sizzling se1v e had pr eviously 
made games quick and dull. 
In addition , a c h ildre n ' s 
league utilizing the no-ace 
rule would provide more 
play opportunities for par­
ticipants . 

Aside from increasing the 
emphasis on conditio ning , 
the no -ace handicap reduces 
the frustration a learner feels 
thu s encouraging him to play 
stronger players and con­
tinue to improve . The A 
players at the club are given a 
chance to work on their total 
game. rather than serving 
point af ter point in a success­
ful but unsatisfying effor t . 
The over -all quality of play at 
a give n club, as well as the 
tournament performances of 
the better players. should 
then rise accordi ngly. 

Bob Morgan 
!<athleen Morgan 

Pat Froeba 
Lafayette. La . 
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Big Brothers Benefit Tourney 
In February , a U .S . R.A. 
sanctioned racquetball tour­
nament benefiting th e Big 
Brothers of L ehigh County , 
Pa ., was held . The tourney 
was co-sponsored by Van­
tage Point Racquet Club and 
the Whitehall Mall Merchants 
Association . What was un­
usual about the event was 
that the one-wall court was 
located insid e an enclosed 
60 foot store mall! 

The six -day event netted 
crowds numbering upwards 

of 65,000 according to tour ­
nament director Mike 
Hain es. " We turned a lot of 
peopl e on to racqu etball," 
said Haines enthusiastically . 
" We did more for the sport in 
one week than has been 
done in years in this area., . 

Twenty top local players 
competed for the champi on­
ship title in nightly matches at 
the mall. U .S.R.A . Pennsyl­
van ia State Chairman Jim 
Pruitt downed Rob Carelli 
21 - 16 , 21 -19 in the best of 

The Marqu is at che Whitehall Mall . Allentown, Pa , boldly announces the 
Big Brolh ers Tournam ent. - Photo by F Fuller 

Shape Up, Chicago 
"Shape Up, Chicago!'' 
That's the Challenge WIND 
Radio listeners have heard 
from morning personality 
Dave Baum on WIND Radio 
560 . Shape Up Chicago is an 
entertaining and education al 
on-air effort promoting good 
nutrition , proper exercise 
and healthful dieting . 

Shown here (from right to 
left) are WIND 's General 
Manager Phil Nolan, General 
Sales Manager Jon Klein and 
Chuck Shefte!, Director of 
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three championship finals . 

T oumament play was aug ­
mented by a women 's round 
robin event , mens', wo ­
men's, and childrens' clinics 
and celebrity matches bet ­
ween radio qnd TV per ­
sona liti es and the mall's ad­
vertising and promotion 
team , Nancy Rothdeutsch 
and Francee Fuller. Th e 
tournament and promotional 
events rece ived extensive 
media coverage . 

The court was constructed 
under the direction of 
Haines , general manager of 
Vantage Point, a club near 
Allentown, Pa. The 16 ' x20 ' 
regulation-size wall was built 
of plywood by Big Broth er 
Volunte ers. The tile floor o f 
the mall proved to be an in­
teresting but adequate play ­
ing surface for the one-wall 
court which measured 
20 'x40' . The court was net­
ted to provide safety and vis­
ibility for the many spec ­
tators . 

Sparked by the overwhelm­
ing success of the first tour ­
nament, bigger plans for next 
year ' s event are already un ­
derway . It is felt that with 
proper planning , severa l 
thousand dollars can be 
raised to support the worth­
while Big Brothers program . 

Racquetball for the Court 
House Clubs in Chicago . 

The Court House is par ­
ticipating in Shape Up by 
providing WIND liste ners 
wit h discounts to its fiv e 
Chicago locations--with the 
promise of losing 800 
calories per hour on the rac­
quetball court . 

Classifie d 

POSITION WANTED: 
Man seeks position as share 
holding manager of racq uet­
ba!Vmulti-media rec . facility . 
5 yrs . exp. as weight training 
& conditioning inst., 4 years 
R-Ball teaching Pro , B.A. de­
gree Phy Ed minor, 8 years 
own business , prof essional 
promoter of theater , music 
and sports events, TV, adver­
tising and broadcasting 
background . For co mplete 
resume write : 

Racquetball Manag ement 
PO Box 2245 
Madison , Wi sconsin 53701 

MANAGER/PROS 
Michigan chain looking for 
manager / pro s for 10 new 
racquetball clubs . Send pro ­
fessional resume and picture 
to : Gil Schmitt , Court Play ers 
Club, 2111 Go lf sid e, Yp ­
silanti , MI 48 197 or call 
313-434 -2111. 

MANAGER/PROS 
WANTED 
Michigan chain looking for 
manage r/ pro s for 10 new 
clubs in greater M idwes t 
area. Send professional re­
sume and picture to : Gil 
Schmitt , Court Players Club 
Corporation, 11550 Beckley 
Rd ., Suite 103 , Belleville , 
Michigan 48111 or phone 
313-697-6600 . 

POSITION WANTED : 
Recent Southern Illi nois Uni­
versity grad with BA 
in Recreation availabl e im ­
mediately for court club posi ­
tion . Experience in planning 
activities, tournament s. Mar ­
ried , veteran, age 26 . For 
further information contact 
Clifford Dilley, 3413 Gil ­
lham, Alton , IL 62002 or call 
618-465- 7246. 

COURT TESTED LIGHTING LAYOUTS 

I ~~ 
MORRISKURTZON.INC 
1.1/Q Soulh t a1n"1n /l vtnue 
cn,cago 111,no,s 60608 
1e1eonone1)171777 71?1 

Shockproof and Impact 
Resistant Fixtures 



Those Jubilant Juniors 
Schafer and Ferris , they're 
not too bad , they play very 
good and scarcely get mad . 

Schafer plays the left side 
with Ferris on the right, many 
people watch cuz' they ' re 
one hell of a sight. 

It would be a disadvantage 
both being right handed , but 
it's in the service box they 

always seem stranded . 

For just starting together they 
shoot very good, they hit the 
wall low, very close to the 
wood. 

Ferris possesses a forehand 
you wouldn't believe , hitting 
them low and hard , unable to 
retrieve. 

Schafer and his backhand 
are often feared, and after 
each rollout the smoke has to 
be cleared . 

These jubilant juniors pos­
sess quite alot , and when 
they're playing good they 
don't miss a shot. 

When the junior nationals 
roll around next year, two 

Distributors Needed For Floor System 
'Court -Flor' a seamless and 
cushioned floor, is finding 
acceptance from players and 
owners of Racquet & Hand ­
ball Courts . It is approved by 
U.S . R.A. for tournament 
play . 

According to Giulio Biagini , 
Sales Manager of Architec ­
tural Floor Products Co ., Na ­
tional Distributor of 'Court ­
Flor' , it feels better to play on 
'Court -Flor' than on wood 

floors . This can be attributed 
to its even and predictable 
ball bounce characteristics . 
This is coupled with its cush­
ioned resilience results in less 
leg fatique for the player over 
a conventional wood floor , 
its quieter too! 

The owners like the part that 
'Court-Flor' is dimensionally 
stable . This has been a 
source of serious trouble with 
wood floors systems because 

humidity levels in courts are 
difficult to control. This has 
resulted in buckeling or sep­
aration in the wood planks. 
Thi s creates looseness, vibra­
tion areas and dead spots in 
the flo0ring system . 

William Morgan Jr . President 
said " When we show the 
owner the souings in mainte­
nance and installation cost 
ratios, we ore getting the kind 
of response which causes us 

Hogan Endorses Patrick Shoe 
Patrick Athletic Shoe Com ­
pany , a division of Action & 
Leisure , Inc., is proud to an ­
nounce the endorsement of 
the "Copenhagen " ath letic 
shoe by Marty Hogan as rec ­
ommended for use in the 
sport of Racquetball. 

At the same time as Mr . 
Hogan endorsed the 
"Copenhagen " this fine 
shoe has also been endorsed 
and recommended by the 
NRCI (National Racquetball 
Clinic Inc.). 

In announcing these en ­
dorsements, Mr. Eric 
Baudinet , President of Pa t­
rick Athletic Shoe Company 
stated , " We ore pleased to 
receiue these endorsements . 
We were conuinced that 
when we introduced the 
"Copenhagen " to this coun ­
try that it would be accepted 
as the superior athletic shoe 

that it is. Our belief in this hos 
been uindicoted by the quick 
endorsement of Morty Ho ­
gon, the NRCI, and by the 
many pros and top amateurs 
who ore already wearing this 
fine shoe . We ore proud to 
become a port of the Official 
Racquetball Family ." 

For further information on 
the "Copenhagen" and all 
other Patrick athletic shoes 
contact: Patrick Athletic 
Shoe Company, 45 East 
30th Street, New York, N.Y. 
10016 (212) 686 -8052 . 

Th e "Copenha gen'' 

bright faces will probably ap­
pear. 

Scott from Winona and Dan 
from St. Cloud. these two 
guys always draw a crowd. 

And when it comes time for 
the junior doubles, watch out 
for the Minnesotans cuz' boy 
are they trouble . 

AUTHOR UNKNOWN 

to soy that you will be seeing 
many more new courts 
specifying the 'Court -Flor 
system '.' ' 

Distributors are wanted in the 
East , West and Southern 
area of the United States. In­
quiries should be sent to the 
attention of Giulio Biagini, 
Sales Manager, Architectural 
Floor Products Co ., Inc .. 875 
N. Lively Blvd., Wood Dale, 
II 60191. 312/595-4110. 
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Hilecher ,Schmidtke Sign With Ektelon 
Jerry Hilecher , the fifth 
rank ed pro in the nation , has 
sign ed a new contract to con ­
tinue representing Ektelon as 
touring professional and 
member of the firm's advi ­
sory staff. 

Hilecher , 22, is credited with 
having one of the most in ­
timidating serves in the 
game . He is in great demand 
as an instructor by clinic or­
ganizers who realize the 
widespread desire of their 
clients to emulate his low, 
hard. flat serve. 

"When Jeny is on, he 'll beat 
absolutely anybody in the 
game ," said Ron Grimes , 
Ektelon 's marketing director . 
"His ability to shoot the ball is 
like no one else's ." 

Grimes said he valued 
Hilecher ' s teaching capa-

Bill Schmidtke 
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bilities . "He reaches out to 
people ," said Grimes . "He is 
eager to explain what rac­
quetball is all about. " 

Hilecher is a St. Louis native 
who recently moved to San 
Diego . His original reputa­
tion was as an excellent 
streak player , but as he has 
gained maturity , his game 
has developed consistency . 
He can still overpower an 
opponent , but he has added 
other strategies lo his game. 

He won the first stop in the 
' 76- ' 77 National Racqu etba ll 
Club tour , the Sacramento 
Open in October . 

Bill Schmidtke , the old pro 
from Wayzata , Minneso ta, 
has signed a new contract to 
repre sent Ekt elon on the 
N .R.C . prof essiona l racquet ­
ball to ur . 

J 
I 

Jerry Hil echer 

f 



Schmidtke , a two-time na ­
tional singles champion 
(1971 and 1974) , also will 
serve Ektelon in in structor 
and publi c re lat ions 
capacities. 

"Everybody around Min­
neapolis, and all through 
Minnesota , tries to em ulate 
Bill," said Ron Grimes, Ekt e­
lon' s m arketing director. 
"And many of them also use 
his signature -mode/ rac ­
quet. " 

"Bill is old enough (35) to 
play in the seniors, " added 
Grim es. " H e is the oldest ac ­
tive profe ssional by four or 
five years , but he still actually 
has an excellent chance of 
placing well in any profes ­
sional event he enters . 

"He has an ext rem e ly po si­
tive co mp etitive attitude ." 

Schm idtke 's last national tit le 
came · less than three years 
ago, at th e 1974 amat eur 
champ ions hips at Sa n Diego . 
H e alw ays is a th reat when 
nation als tim e ro lls aro und , 
becau se of hi s co nsistency 
and great determination . He 
is a money player. 

Schmidtke owns and oper­
ates his own comp le x of 
cour ts in Apple Va lley , Min ­
nesota . H e is one o f the bet­
ter instructors in the game . 

Book Review 

Racquetball Lessons Made Easy: 
Professional Instructions by Steve Keeley 
Audio Cassette/Booklet Course, Russell Productions, San Diego , Calif., 1976. 

One mu st admit that at first 
g lance a cassette / booklet . 
with racquetball as the sub­
ject invites skeptici sm. How 
can one possibly attain pro­
fessional instruction by a tape 
recorded voice and pictures? 
The answer is, it is poss ibl e, 
although not perfecl How ­
ever, afte r listening to the 
tape and follow ing the in ­
struction bookl et through to 
its con clu sio n it is clear that 
learning ca n be attai n ed 
through t his course by 
pl ayers at virtually any level. 

This booklet and cassette is 
part of a more complete 
program in racquetball in­
struction made possible by 
L eac h Industries and Na ­
tional Ra cquetba ll Clinics , 
Inc. The N .R.C .I. provid es 
c linics in San Diego and 
nationwid e, wi th pros in at­
tenda n ce, an in structional 
film , and co mpl ete instr uc­
tiona l book availab le in con­
junction w ith th e program . 

Steve Keeley , a touring pro 
and ra cquetba ll instructor 
with a great deal of experi­
ence in bo th fie lds auth ors 
this course . H e is currently 
ranked eig hth on the N R.C . 
tour . Th e uniqu e Keeley style 
of exp ressio n makes all o f the 
verbiage in this type o f in-

struction bearable if not in­
teresting. 

The course is composed of 
two cassettes totaling two 
hours in duration and a well 
illustrated action / sequence 
and diagram booklet. T he 
booklet breaks down the 
course into six lessons includ­
ing equipment selection, 
strokes , service , offens iv e 
and def ensive sho ts and 
lastly , strat egy . I t also in­
cludes a rul es section and a 
course outline which is very 
complete and detailed pro­
viding any player with 
enough practice routines and 
drills to last throughout a 
career. 

One of the strengths of any 
audio-visual co urse is good 
action photographs depicting 
the strokes and movements 
·necessary to play effectively. 
In this course bookl et, the 
cinematog raph y is excellen t 
and is transferred to se ­
quenc e pictures indi cating all 
basic and advanced shots . 

Many instructional books 
leave much to be desired in 
pictur e description and the 
reader is left guessing as to 
what pictures shou ld go be­
tween the star t and finish 
o f a particular seq u ence . 
Keeley's booklet uses a series 
of six to 12 pictures for eac h 
drill or stro ke. 

Another strength of the 
course is the mention of train ­
ing techniques to enhance 
and augment the suggested 
drills and theories of raquet ­
ball. Keeley approaches 
these supplements in a prac­
tical manner , not from the 
stand point of making 
everyone a fanatic and 
spending all of their spare 
tim e playing th e game . A 
main point th at is stressed is 
the axiom that the level of 
skill in the game will on ly 
drastically improve as a result 
o f individual practice ; a point 
that ma ny players seem to 
0verlook. It is often monot­
onous and also difficult to 
get the court time . Neverthe­
less, it must be done to really 
progress rapidly in a skil l 
game . 

type of instruction is actually 
the fact that ther e is no 
teach er to mak e corrections 
or suggestions for poor form 
or misunderstanding s of the 
course quidelin es. Ideally , it 
is helpful to have an experi­
enced teacher or fri end pr es­
ent while basics are being 
learned . Without this guid­
ance, improvement will be 
limited . As St ev e Keel ey 
states on the tape , ··do not 
expect instant success , but 
do expect even tual gains .•· 
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FEATURE 

Bailey and Willie 
Still Play Like Pros 
Shirley Carley 

STARKVILLE, MISS .-Bailey Howell , 
former forward with the Boston Celtics 
National Basketball Association team , 
and Willie Daniel, former defensive 
back with the Pittsburgh Steelers and 
the Los Angeles Rams , have been 
friends since the mid-1950s when they 
roomed across the hall from each other 
at Mississippi State University in 
Starkville . 

The fierce competitiveness born in 
great athletes is apparent when they 
meet on the racquetball court where 
they are admittedly "out to annihilate" 
each other . 

The two ex-pros continuously rank in 
the top five on the racquetball ladder at 
the Willie Daniel Athletic Club here, 
where both have lived since retiring 
from the professional ranks. Their 
position in relation to each other 
seesaws as they meet in challenge 
matches. 

"We 're so evenly matched , sometimes 
we rally a full five minutes ," Daniel 
laughs . 

Willie Daniel was introduced to 
racquetball on an outdoor handball 
court at Mississippi State a couple of 
years ago. He became so enthusiastic 
about the sport, he decided to build an 
indoor court behind his club. Using an 
official rule book as a guide for the 
proper dimensions , Willie did much of 
the work himself. Currently there are 
some 54 regulars who work out and 
play on the court, the only regulation 
court in the area. 

"Installing the racquetball court has at 
least tripled business at the club, " 
Willie declares. He plans to construct 
two more courts adjacent to each other 
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Willie Daniel 

i 
Bailey Howell 

with a glass-walled lounge between for 
spectators . 

Bailey Howell played basketball at 
MSU under the respected and 
successful Babe McCarthy who led the 
team to the South eastern Conference 
title in Bailey 's senior year . 
The 6'6½" center was named 
All-American two years and All-SEC 
three years during his college career. 
After graduation in 1959 , he was 
drafted by the Detroit Pistons where he 
played for five years . Then followed 
two years with the Baltimore Bullets 
and four with the Celtics , helping them 
become the World Champi ons . Bailey 
played in the NBA All -Star Game six 
times , and twice his fellow players 
voted him one of the top 10 players in 
the league . 

" If I'd known about racquetball back 
then , I'd have played it to stay in shape 
during the off season ," Howe ll said . "I 
like the sport because it allows me to 
stay in condition . It 's a great all-around 
exercise , giving you a tremendous 
workout in a short time ," he added . 

During his years with the pros , Bailey 
and his family spent summers in 
Starkville where he sold insurance. 
They decided to make it their 
permanent home and headquarters for 
Bailey who travels Mississipp i and 
Louisiana as sales and promotional 
represen tative with the Converse 
Rubber Company . 

By virtue of his work, Willie is able to 
play more racquetball than Bailey. His 
philosophy is "you learn the most when 
you play the best ." To prove this, he 
pitted himself against Sarah Green, 
one of the top-ranked female pros in 



... -
BAILEY HOWELL TAKES dead aim on the ball as Willie Daniel s tands po ised for the return during 
one of their frequent confrontations on the racque tball court 

the nation , in a match in Memph is, 
Tenn. in February . She beat him. 

"It killed me," Willie grinned , "but it 
improved my game ten-fold just 
playing her ." 

The year after finishing at Mississippi 
State in 1960, Willie coached track at 
Cleveland (Miss .) High School and his 
team won the A-AA championship . By 
a lucky coincidence , he was put in 
contact with a representat ive of the 
Steelers who offered him a contract. 
The 5' 1 O" back played in Pittsburgh for 
five years before mov ing to the Rams 
"because George Allen liked players 
over 30 with exper ience ." The two 
years with the Rams were Willie 's best. 
He was awarded game balls five times 
as a special team player. Once, Coach 
Allen picked him as " Player of the 
Week." 

In 1969, knee troble forced Willie to 
give up football and he moved his 
family to Starkville where they too had 

spent summers and where he owned 
an insurance company. He built the 
ath letic club in 1972 more or less as a 
hobby. "But, it has turned into 
pract ic ally a full-time job ," he says . 

Both Bailey and Wi llie competed in the 
first Miss issipp i Racquetball 
Association tournament held in 
Starkville in January. Howell came in 
third and Daniel fourth. Willie serves as 
vice-president of the state association 
which was organized last Fall by a 
group of enthusiasts at his club . 

Willie also part icipated in the Jackson , 
Miss. YMCA Invitational Tourney in 
March , winning his first round but 
losing the second by a close score to 

former pro baseba ller Al Bullock . Both 
Bailey and Willie hope to be able to 
take part in more tournament play in 
the future . 

Willie describes racquetball as "the 
best sport for exercise and weight 
control. " Another benef it, he says , is 
that it is a game all ages can play . "I 
enjoy playing my 11-year-old son as 
much as playing Bailey, " he laughs. 

"What I'd really like to be is a 
racquetball bum and do nothing but 
play all the time!" , he admitted . • 
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TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

Wisconsin 
The weather was extremely cold in A filled gallery awaits the Masters finals at The Racqu etball Club in West Allis, Wiscons in tor the state 
Milwaukee the weekend of January 28 singles tourney. 
but Joe Wirkus was definitely on the - -- ----~ - ~-- -Photo by Gary Schlelnz 

"h ot" side of winning his fourth 
Wisconsin singles title and the first 
U .S.R.A. state title. Wirkus did not lose 
a game to any opponent in the field of 
32 in the Men 's Open and went on to 
defeat his annual adversary, Galen 
Johnson of Green Bay, in two straight 
in the finals 21-11, 21-15. 

The host site was The Racquetball 
Club of West Allis , a beautiful 12 court 
facility featuring spacious lounge 
areas, wet bar , and a 200 seat glass 
back wall tournament court The 
Racque tball Club members showed 
their tremendous enthusiasm for 
racquetball by filling the gallery for ~ -
each and every final match from 11 
a .m. Sunday til the last match finished 
at 6 p.m. 

In the quarters of the top bracket, 
Wirkus handled Al Stern er 21-10, 
21-10 while in the bottom bracket 
Galen Johnson defeated John Nevill e 
by identica l scores . In the sem i's 
Wirkus completely dominated Bob 
Schultz of Madison 21-4 , 21-3. 
Johnson 's semi match was a bit more 
difficu lt as John Derksen of Appleton 
pushed Galen to the tiebre aker 21-6, 
14-21 , 11-5. 

The Womens Open left no surprises as 
Pat Schmidt of Milwaukee topped the 
field of 16 to capture her third stra ight 
state title . In fact , no opponent reached 
doubles figures agai nst Miss Schmidt 
as she defeated Linda Waldren in the 
quarters 21-1, 21-4 , Ju lie Jacobsen in 
the semi's 21-3, 21-3, and in the finals 
Glenda Pommerich fell 21-4 , 21-9 . 
Third place went to Linda Franks over 
Julie Jacobsen 21-19, 21-6 . 

The Men's B attracted 86 entries with 
1 8-year -o ld Brian Murray of Janesville 
topping the field with an exciting 21-9, 
20-21, 11-8 win over Dan Mohr in the 
finals . Murray's trip to the finals was not 
as easy as he was pushed to 
tiebreakers in the quarters and the 
semi 's. In the quarters Murray defeated 
Kevin Semenas 18-21, 21-11, 11-3. 
Tim Geary pushed Murray in the semi 's 
21-12 , 19-2 1, 11-3. All in all the B class 
took · a super human effort to play six 
matches in three days . Third place 
went to Geary over Al Karter . 
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Smillng faces all around (I tor) Bruce MacQuarrie , tournament director ; Op en Champ Joe Wirkus: 
Runner-up Galen Johnson ; State Women 's Director , Sandy Coffman . 

- Photo by Gary Schlemz 



The Women 's B event had 28 entries 
with Nancy Lawrence of Milwaukee 
besting Jan Resnich in a real nail-biter 
17-21, 21-16 , 11-10. In the semi's 
Lawrence defeated Barb Strain 21-19 , 
21-10. Resnich defeated Marge 
Hoffman by identical scores she lost by 
in the finals 17-21, 21-16, 11-10. Third 
place went to Marge Hoffman over 
Barb Strain. 

The Juniors field had 16 entries with 
another Wirkus taking the coveted first 
place. Seventeen-year -old Jim Wirkus , 
like his brother Joe , did not lose a game 
enroute to his crown . He defeated 
Steve Peck of Milwaukee 21-7, 21-17 
in a well played match. This w ill be the 
young Wirkus' last victory as a Junior in 
a U.S.R.A. tourney as he turns 
eighteen in early February . In the 
semi's Wirkus defeated Steve 
Salamone 21-6, 21-14 and Peck 
defeated Pete Kerswll 21-14, 21-6 . 
Salamone defeated Kerswill for third 
21-20, 21-17 . 

The Masters event found two nationally 
ranked players meeting each other in 
the finals. Jim White and Joe Bechard , 
both of Milwaukee , met aga in as they 
did a year ago in the Regionals with the 
same results - White on top 21-14, 
21-19. In the semi 's White handled 
Paul Nelson of Madison 21-6 , 21-5 
while Bechard had a little more 
difficulty with Dick Kalal 21-13 , 21-12 . 
For third , Nelson defeated Ka lal 21-16 , 
21-20. 
The Seniors had a full 32 draw and was 
without a doubt the toughest overall 
division of the tourney. When the 
smoke settled it was Scott Wa llace 
topping Brad Armstrong , both of 
Madison , 21-8 , 5-21 , 11-5. In the 
quarters Wallace barely got by Mike 
MacKedon 21-12 , 19-21 , 11-8 and 
again squeaked by in the semi's over 
number one seed Roger Siegrist by the 
narrowest of margins 21-20, 21-20 . 
Siegrist served twice at 20 in game one 
and three times at 20 in game two but 
Wallace would not be denied the trip to 
the finals . Siegrist defeated Dave Hults 
of Madison for third place . 

A five man Round Robin was played in 
the Golden Masters with past Nat ional 
Champ Fred Vetter defeating yet 
another Wirkus Ben in the finals 
21-19, 21-18 . ' ' 

Tourney notes: It was the first U.S.R.A. 
state tourney ever held and the largest 
in Wisconsin history. Total entries 
exceeded 225 . With a field this large 
much planning and preparation was 
essential to its success - and a huge 
success it was. Much of this must be 
credited to Bruce MacQuarrie, 
manager of the Racquetba ll Club and 
Tournament Director for the event. 
Bruce didn 't sleep much dur ing the 
three day event while hustling players 
in and out of the courts in addition to 
taking care of his normal manager ial 
duties of the club . Well done and thank 
you Bruce. Sandy Coffman and her 
husband Bud also deserve a big part of 
the thanks with both taki ng on 
officiating duties match after match in 
add ition to preparing the hospitality for 
all players Saturday afternoon . John 
Gardner acted as floor manager and 
had the thankless task of hustling 
referees for three days . This is the 
toughest job of all in any tourney but 

Y'all did a superb job Mr. Gardner . A 
special thanks to Jim Gager for his time 
and efforts . Last but not least we 
extend a special thanks to The 
Racquetball Club 's staff and members 
for being such gracious hosts. We also 
extend thanks to both Seamco and 
Ektelon for their aid with racquetballs 
and shirts . 

A Spec ial Note : Racquetball is 
definitely a lifetime sport!! The 
Womens B had one specia l entry -
71-year-old Dora Mitche ll from 
Madison. Thank you Dora for being a 
part of Wisconsin 's first USRA State 
Tournament. 

To further prove that racquetball is 
indeed a family sport . In the tourney 
there four Wirkus' , three Vetters', four 
Bechards ', two Murrays' and two 
Coffma ns. 

Bob Keenan 
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Montana 
Western Montana College crowned 
three new champions in the second 
annual Open Singles Racquetball 
tournament. 

In the Class A division , nine entries 
played a round robin with a won-lost 
record · determin ing the champ. Tie 
records were broken by one game 
between them. 

Results: 

1. Jim Farrell, Helena W7 L 1; 2. Ted 
Bell, Pocatello W7 L 1; 3. Denni s 
Doherty , Butte W6 L2; 4. Danny Green 
Pocatello W6 L2; 5. John McCarvel, 
Helena W3 LS; 6. Ted Hoff , Bozeman 
W3 LS; 7. Kelly Flynn, Dillon W2 L6; 
8 . Steve Dahlstrom, Missoula W2 L6; 
9 . Dirk Burgard, Idaho Falls WO LS. 

In the Class B tournament Ron 
Shipley, Pocatello defeated Joe 
Chandler, Pocatello 21-20, 21-14 for 
the title . Leonard Bell , Pocate llo 
topped Gary Hagler , Pocatello for third 
place 21-9, 21-18 . Jerry Burns, 
Missoula won consolation honors . 

In the Class C event Melinda Doug las 
topped her male opponents and 
captured the title 21-6 , 21-16 over 
Steve Bull. Douglas is from Butte, while 
Bull hails from Missoula. Mark Davis , 
Pocate llo took third place over Clint 
Rouse on an injury default. Sonny 
Hoskins , Butte won the consolation . 

Some of the winners at the Western Montana College Open (I. to r.) : Front Row: Melinda Douglas , 
Steve Bull, Mark Davis, Sonny Hoskins ; Middle Row: Ron Shipley, Joe Chandler, Leonard Bell, Jerry 
Bums; Top Row: George Marlnkovlch, Jim Farrell, Ted Bell. 
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Mississippi 
The University of Southern Mississippi 
sponsored its Fourth Annual Open 
Racquetball Tournament. The final 
matches were March 9, 10, and 11. 

The tournament was a two phase 
tournament with 30 players entered. 
The first phase was a ladder tourney 
used to determ ine the top eight 
players . The second part of the 
tournament was most interesting 
because all the finalist were made up of 
faculty rather than students. 
Throughout the tournament the older 
players seeme d to dominate their 
matches . 

Mike Giles, swimming coach at USM, 
won the singles title defeating Dr. 
Frank O'Hare who proved to be the 
surprise of the tournament. O'Hare, a 
former professional soccer player from 
Scotland, entered the tournament in 
position number 28 and made the 
finals . 

In first round action, Ken Carlson 
defeated Lou Marciani and Mike Giles 
defeated Dr . Billy Larson ; Frank 
O'Hare defeated Dr. Peter Durkee , 
number two seed , and Rusty McKinley 
defeated Leigh Brown, the 
tournament's number one seed . So 
upsets highlighted the first few 
matches. In sem i-final action Giles 
defeated Carlson in a tough match and 
O'Hare beat McK inley in three very 
interesting games. Rusty was the only 
student ," a graduate student " , to make 
the finals. 

Keen competition was the highlight of 
the finals match between O'Hare and 
Giles for the championship . Giles won 
the first game 21-14 , however, he lost 
the second game 21-8. The third game 
was a real battle with Giles winning 
21-17 . 

Ken Carlson 



Florida 
Mike Fatolitis of Clearwater , won the 
City of Palms Racquetball Classic with 
an easy 21-8, 21-11 win over Bob 
Owens of Winter Park at the Fort 
Myers-Lee County YMCA. 

Third place in the championship 
bracket went to Terry Eydt of 
Clearwater , who downed Bob Dr iscoll 
of Stuart 21-17, 15-21 , 21-20. The 
consolation champ was Bill Webb of 
Fort Myers, w ith a 15-9 , 7-15 , 15-5 
victory over Dave Down ing of Cape 
Coral. 

Barbara Faulkenbery was declared the 
women's champ ion after Nancee 
Hamrick was forced to default with a 
minor injury. Pam Harrison was seco~d 
and Sue Wilcox third in the round-robin 
tourney. All four women are from 
Clearwater . 

Virginia 
The first U.S .R.A.-Virg inia Racquetball 
Association state tournament went off 
with great success . Over 170 matches 
were played and everyone had a good 
time. 

Championship match results : 
Open Singles : Tom Kulas def . Ed Remen 21-7, 
21-17. 

Open Doubles: Ed Remen/Jack Blystone def. 
Tom Kulas/Bill King 21-13, 21-7 . 

Senior Singles: Bill King def. Bill Buckman 
21-14, 21-10. 

Ladles Singles : Carol Frenck def . Barbara 
Leavitt 21-11, 21-5. 

B Singles: Leroy Pringle def. Carol Frenck 
21-16, 7-21, 11-10. 

Kentucky 
it was home cookin ' at the Louisv ille 
Athletic Club the weekend of February 
18-20, as LAC members swept the first 
three spots in the Open Division of the 
4th annual River City Open. Over 130 
part icipants from a four state area 
played into the wee hours . The top 
seed in the Open, Ron Johnson , 
Indianapolis , was toppled in the 
quarters by David Fleischak~r 21_-20 , 
21-15. Fleischaker 's euphoria quickly 
fizzled as the eventua l winner , Dave 
Brown , handled him easily in the semi 's 
21-1 1, 21-19. 

Brown had defeated long-time 
nemes is Billy Evans 19-21, 21-11, 11-7 
in his quarter-final. Second seeded 
Bob Dabney crushed Kirtley _Am~s , 
Lexington , 21-7, 21-1 O and ~1ke Sipes, 
Cinc innati routined Fred Michels 
21-14 , 21-19 in the other quarters . 
Dabney defeated Sipes after a rocky 
beg inning 8-21 , 21-14 , 11-2 to set the 
stage for two players who normally play 
each other once a week on the same 
glass side wall court this match was to 
be held. 

Dave spent most of the first game 
talking to himself and lost 21-13. 
However , at 13-8 Brown in the second 
game , a controversial double_ bounce 
call went against Dabney which . 
seemed to destroy his concentration . 
From that point on, he scored on ly one 
more point. Final score: 13-21, 21-8 , 
11-1. Brown 's serves were 
devasta ting. He scored at least 10 aces 
during the match , 

Ageless Ike Gurner won another _title in 
the Masters , defeat ing Don Det1en, 
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Ashland in the finals 15-21 , 21-18 , 
11-1 O. Don is really coming on strong . 

The women 's divis ion was an Indiana 
story , as Nancy Messerschmidt, Ft. 
Wayne and Jane Pritchett, And~rson, 
stormed through the field to meet in the 
finals. Pritchett won handily , but was 
perhaps fortunate even reaching _the 
final round as the top seed , Bern ice 
Friedberg , Cincinnati had to default_ 
because of knee cartilage damage 1n 
her quarter-final match. Bobb i 
Brennan , Frankfort, defeated Judy 
Shirrell, a Univers ity of Kentucky 
student , for third 21-5 , 21-5 . 

The Sen iors Divisio n came down to Dr. 
Chuck Soloman, Indianapo lis and Bill 
Emnett , Lexington . Bill, after having 
read that many successful racquet ball 
playe rs are non-practicing doctors, has 
just entered dental school. It naturally 
follows that his racquetball has 
improved. He defeated the first seede? 
Soloman in a hammer and tong affai r 
18-21 21-17 , 11-5 . Leigh Jones , 
Berea', was defeated by the Ubiquito us 
Mr. Detjen for third place . 

The B Division was wild and wool ie . As 
usua l, none of the top seeds got very 
far . Unseeded Lee Swanson , 
displaying a beautifu l control game , 
swept into the finals and defeated 
power swinger A lan Cohen 18-21 , . 
21-7 , 11-5. There were 51 entrants 1n 
this , the largest division and Swanso~ , 
a sold ier from Ft. Campbell , played six 
matches in 50 hours to win. Nobody 
knows what he was doing in his spare 
time . 
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Kentucky 
The fickle finger of fate is finished 
flirting with 18-year-old Eric Gilbert. 
After five years of pure promise, sound 
and fury, and countless cruel endings, 
Eric put it all together the weekend of 
March 18-20 at the Louisville Tennis 
club and walked off with Kentucky 's big 
prize, the State Open Singles 
Championships. Eric won with 
composure and consistency as much 
as his vaunted shot making ability, 
which had deserted him in the first 
round of several other tournaments 
held just prior to the State . 

Gilbert defeated Bob Dabney in the 
finals , 21-15, 10-21, 11-9, after having 
defeated Ray Sabbatine in the semis 
15-21, 21-10, 11-10, top seed Chuck 
Cooper in the quarters 14-21 , 21-15, 
11-10, and Fred Michels in the 16s, 
8-21, 21-17, 11-8 . As is obvious each 
opponent had his chance . Michels was 

Rhode ·Island 
The first event to be held by the 
newly-formed Rhode Island 
Racquetball Association was 
considered an unquestionable 
success by all involved. Tournament 
director and A.I.A.A. co-chairman 
Jerry Melaragno believes the "Get 
Acquainted Tournament" met its two 
primary goals: 1) introducing players 
from various parts of the state to one 
another and 2) giving players at all 
levels of expertise a taste of 
tournament-brand competition. It was 
especially gratifying to see the caliber 
of play improve dramatically 
(particularly among the beginners) 
during the course of the two -day event. 

The novice and B divisions drew 16 
entries each and were held at the 
Providence Central YMCA February 
18 and 19. Tom Healy won the novice 
division beating Bill McMullen in the 
finals . Consolation honors went to Ken 
Cronan on the strength of his 
three-game victory over Dr. Guy 
Calise. 

Competition in the B division was 
particularly spirited with both 
semi-finals and half the quarter-final 
matches going to the tie-breaker. 
Eventual champion "Curly" Fontaine 
was sternly tested by Dick Zotti in a 
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up 13-2 in the second after having won 
the first, Cooper and Gilbert each had 
three serves for the match at 10-1 0 in 
the 3rd before Eric finally · won it; Ray 
served twice for the match in the 
semi 's, and Bob was ahead 5-0 in the 
tiebreaker . Was it meant to be? 

Over 160 players competed in seven 
divisions in the tournament, by far the 
largest we've ever had. Men's and 
Women's C-Novice Division were held 
for the first time with a turnout of 16 in 
the women's group and 42 in the 
mens'. Surprisingly , neither was a 
sandbaggers' open, and we will 
definitely hold both divisio~s again. 

Holly Rentz wori the Women 's crown 
for the second straight year, as she 
toppled Kay Evans in the final (again 
for the second straight year) in · easily 
the most exciting match of the 

semi-final match that proved to be the 
closest match of the entire tournament. 
The other finalist, Tom Ferro , survived 
tie-breakers in both the quarter-finals 
(over Paul Gebhart in the most 
acrobatic match of the tournament) 
and semi-finals (over Rick Haynes who 
had already survived two tie-breakers 
himself in earlier rounds) . The B 
division consolation winner was Carl 
Picerno . 

The A division was held on March 4 and 
5. In what was easily the finest 
racquetball yet played on the 
one-year-old YMCA courts, Fred Miller 
won the A division crown edging Dave 
Brown 11-10 in a tie-breaker. Brown 
made it to the finals by beating Joe 
Fenster and Miller got there after 
handling Melaragno in the semi 's . 
Dennis Culberson beat John Rosato 
for the consolation title . 

Thanks go to Rosato, Howie Hawkins 
and Charlie Batcher for their help in 
organizing and running the 
tournament. The cooperation of Cal 
Steere of the Providence Central 
YMCA is also greatly appreciated. Now 
that members of the R.I.R.A. have 
become acquainted, we are all anxious 
to work together for the betterment of 
racquetball in Rhode Island. 

tournament , 21-20 , 20-21, 11-9 . Kay 
had been ahead 7-0 in the tie-breaker . 
Lynn Simon defeated 12-year-old 
Bobbi Brennan for third , 16-21 , 21-17 , 
11-8 . 

First seeded Len Wilson rolled through 
the Seniors pretty well unmolested until 
the last match , when first time finalist 
Russell Travis gave him a good match 
21-5 , 9-21 , 11-1 . 

Dean Sorg Finally won a B tournament, 
after years of effort to avoid the open 
bracket. He defeated Tex Boggs 
21-18, 21-18 in the finals . Tex is not 
long for the B class either. 

In the Masters, Don Detjen finally 
defeated Ike Gurner 21-10 , 21-16. 

Illinois 
The fifth Illini Open Singles 
Tournament held at the University of 
Illinois again reached a record entry 
with 175 racquetballers from five 
central states competing January 7-9 . 
There were six divisions of play in this 
annual tourney . 

Men's Open 
Quarter-Finals 
Deuster d. John son, 21-19, 21-5 ; Stepp d. Van 
Tuyle , 21-6, 21-17 ; McDow ell d. Travaglio , 
21-15 , 21-15; York d. Sulli , 14-21, 21-8 , 11-5. 

Semi-Finals 
Deuster d. Stepp, 21-12 , 21-17; York d. 
McDowell , 5-21, 21-10, 11-6. 

Finals: Deuster d. York, 21-9, 21-20. Third: 
Stepp d. McDowell , 21-17, 21-16 . 

Women's Open 
Quarter-Finals 
McCarthy d. Prina , 21-17, 21-7 ; Schmidt d . 
Biggs , 21-10, 21-3 ; Thompson d. Holder, 21-4 , 
21-8; Kelleher d. Beal, 21-8, 21-6. 
Semi-Finals 
Schmidt d. McCarthy , 21-3 , 12-21 , 11-4 : 
Thompson d. Kelleher, 21-11 , 21-10 . 

Finals: Schmidt d. Thompson , 21-12, 21-13. 
Third: McCarthy d. Kelleher , forfeit. 



Women's B 
Quarter-Finals 
Kernan d. Seibert, 21 -1 0, 21-3 ; Weisbach d. 
Wilson, 21-6, 21-6; Simon d . Larrain , 21-19, 
21-11; Weiss d. Farmer, 21-3, 21-6 : 

Semi-Finals: Welsbach d. Kernan , 21-3, 18-21 , 
11-10; Weiss d. Simon , 21 -7, 17-21, 11-4. 

Finals : Weisbach d . Weis s, 21 -18, 21-15 . Third: 
Simon d. Kernan, 17-21 , 21-14, 11-4 . 

Men's B 
Quarter-Finals : Halpern d. Huiskamp , 21-15 , 
21-10; Gordon d . Mulvaney , 21-9, 17·21, 11-2; 
Shepson d. Mohr , 21-5 , 21-18 ; Broderson d. 
Kabala, 21 ·9, 21-3 . 

Semi-Finals: Gordon d . Halpern , 21-16 , 13-21 , 
11-7; Broderson d. Shepson , 21-14 ; 10-21 , 11-9 . 

Finals : Gordon d. Broderson 21 ·14, 21 -20 . 
Third : Shepson d. Halperin , forfe it. 

Senior's 
Quarter -Fi nals : Sweeneyd . Stoy, 13-21 , 21 - 15, 
11-4; Eichiner d. Lawle r, 21 -11, 4-21 , 11-8 ; Hutt 
d. Glanzer, 21-19, 21-16; Clar d . Berry , 21-6 , 
21-12. 

Semi-finals: Sweeney d. Eichinger 16-11 , 
11-17, 11-10 ; Hutt d. Clar , 21-12 , 14·21 , 11-7 . 

Finals : Sweeney d. Hutt , 21-12 , 21-19 . Third: 
Eichinger d. Clar, 21-19, 21-14 . 

Master's 
Quarter-Finals : Dziuk d. Martarano , 21 ·6 , 21-3; 
Gallogly d. Yucevici us, 21 -10, 20-21 , 11-6 ; 
Schuberth d. Tresslar , 21 ·4 , 21-11 ; Vetter d. 
Hinds, 18-21, 21-6 , 11·9. 

Semi-finals : Dziuk d. Gallogly , 21-3, 21 ·12 ; 
Schuberth d. Vetter , 21 -18, 21-7 . 

Finals: Dziuk d. Schuberth , 21 -20 , 21-11 . Third: 
Vetter d. Gallogly , 17-21 , 21-12, 11-9 . 

New York 
The results of the 1977 Syracuse 
Jewish Community Center Open 
Singles Racquetball Tournament are 
as follows: 
(Quarter-finals): Katz def. Galvin, default ; 
Gerber def. Ashley 21 -16, 21 -13; Prue def. 
Volinsky 21-6, 21-4 ; Waingarten def. Stimpson 
21-3, 21-4 . 

(Semi-finals): Katz def. Gerber 21 ·8, 9-21 , 
21-20; Waingarten def. Prue 21 -1, 21-4 . 

(Championship) : Wa1ngarten def. Katz 21-9 , 
21-14; (Third): Gerber def. Prue 21-14, 21-15 . 

West Virginia 
A total of 78 entries participated in the 
third annual West Virginia State 
Racqu etball Tournament held March 
19 and 20, 1977 at the Coliseum in 
Morgantown, West Virginia. 
Competition was conducted in five 
divisions: Open Singles, B Singles, 
Women's Singles, Senior's Singles, 
and Open Doubles. 

Open Singles 
Quarter-finals: Dave Johnsen def. Dave Furda ; 
Gib Krovocheck def. Arnie Margol in; Rich 
Yobbagy def . Jay Besson ; Dave Taylor def. 
Kevin Becker . 

Sem i-finals : Gib Krovocheck def. Dave 
Johnsen ; Dave Taylon def. Rich Yobbagy . 

Finals: Dave Taylor def . Gib Krovocheck . 

Th ird Place : Dave Johnsen def . Rich Yobbagy . 

Consolat ion Winner: Bill Casto def. Dennis 
Lewis. 

B Singles 
Quarter-f inals : Bob Anderson def. Ed Cromley ; 
Virgil Smaltz def . Peter Halsey : Raymond Young 
def. Melvin Fuller ; Reuben Fernandez def. 
Dan iel Otto. 

Semi-finals : Bob Anderson def. Virgil Smaltz; 
Raymond Young def. Daniel Otto. 

Finals: Bob Anderson def. Raymond Young . 

Finals : Gib Krovocheck def. Rich Yobbagy . 

Consolation Winner: Dave Furda def. Joe 
Curey . 
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Open Doubles 
Quarter-finals : Dave Johnsen & Dave Taylor 
def. Dan Coram & Chuck Dunaway : George 
Klebez & Charles Emery def. Ed Ehler & Alex 
Wilson ; Kevin Becker & Bill Casto def. Joe 
Pendry & Bill Lanham ; Dennis Lewis & Jay 
Besson def. Jett Massey & Bill Fish. 

Semi-finals : Dave Johnsen & Dave Taylor def . 
George Klebez & Charles Emery ; Kevin Becker 
& Bill Casto def. Dennis Lewis & Jay Besson . 

Finals: Dave Johnsen & Dave Taylor def. Kevin 
Becker & Bill Casto. 

Third Place : Daniel Otto def . Virgil Smaltz . 

Consolat ion Winner: James Craig def. Sameh 
Mitry. 

Women 's Singles 
Quarter-finals: Carol Wojcik def. Kris King : 
Donna Cayton def. Corl Jordan ; Connie Muldoon 
def . Kathy Van Dyke ; Jul ie Dougherty def. 
Michelle Burke . 

Semi-finals: Carol Wojc ik def. Donna Cayton; 
Connie Muldoon def. Ju lie Dougherty . 

Finals: Carol Wojc ik def. Conn ie Muldoon . 

Consolation Winner: Linda Jursa def. Kathy 
Van Dyke. 

Senior 's Singles 
Quarter-fina ls: Rich Yobbagy def. Tom Staley ; 
John Loth def. Joe Curey ; Chuck North def. Dave 
Furda ; Gib Krovocheck def. Charles Emery . 

Semi -finals: Rich Yobbagy def . John Loth; Gib 
Krovocheck def . Chuck North . 

Kansas 
The U.S.R.A .-Kansasstate racquetball 
tournament was held March 11-13 at 
Dale 's Courts in Overland Park. 

Championship match results: 
Men's A: Dean Gorman, Lawrence def. Ern ie 
Ruelas, Hutchinson 21-8, 21-11 . 

Men's B: Lee Humphrey , Olathe def. Mike 
Severin , Topeka 21·6, 21 ·1. 

Women 's A: Marci Greer , Emporia def. Dee 
Massaglia , Overland Park 21-6 , 21-9 . 

Women 's B: Ju lie Haller , Overland Park def. 
Mard i Burckes, Pittsburg 21-20, 21-5 . 

Seniors : Vic Dyke , Topeka def. Bill Parodi , 
Topeka 21 · 12, 21-18 . 

Open Doubles : Swan k/Ruelas , Hutchinson def. 
Gl ick/Ciesie lski , Overland Park 21-17, 21-17. 

Tournament directors were Steve Ray 
and Roger Glick with the tourney being 
sponsored by Adidas . 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 89 



Arizona 
Results of the 1977 Arizona 
Racquetball Singles Championships 
are as follows: 
Men's Open (Quarter-finals): Chase def. Grisz 
21-6. 21-20 : Darnell def . Aubrey 12-21, 21-8 , 
11-4 : Hildebrand def. Smith 21-3, 21-3 : Thomas 
def. Garrigus 21-20. 21-9. 

(Semi-finals) : Chase def. Darn ell 21-7 , 21-7; 
Hildebrand def. Thoma s 21 -19 , 13-21, 11-4. 

(Championship) : Chas e def. Hildebrand 2 1-14, 
9 -21 , 11-6. 

Women's Open (double elimination - Third 
place): Roark def. Wojcik 21-13, 21-11. 

(Championship) : Murphy def. Roark 21-15, 
17-21 , 11-2. 

Juniors 18-and-under (double elimination -
Third Place): Nolan def. Raby 21 -5, 21 -18. 

Ohio 
The Seventh Annual Columbus , Ohio 
City Racquetball Tournament was 
completed Thursday, March 17, 1977, 
at the Columbu s Central YMCA. 
Forty-five players were entered in the 
Men's Open and Masters Singles 
Division and 10 women in the first 
Women 's Singles Championship. 

Last year's Men 's Open Champion 
Don Schiefer of Columbus , Ohio , was 
eliminated in a 3-game semi-final 
match by Ron Fox of Oh io State 
University . Fox went on to defeat Dr. 
John Norton of Columbus in three 
close games to become the new Men 's 
Open Champion. 

Col. Tom Soberick of Columbus 
defeated the current three -time 
Masters Champion, Art Payne of 
Columbus , in three games, Soberick 
entered the finals defeating 1972 
champion John Tedlie of Ashland 
Chemical , Dub lin, Ohio . 

The first Women 's Open singles 
Championship was won by Dana 
Cornblath when she defeated Sandra 
Drabik, both of Ohio State University. 
The event attracted 10 women and was 
added to the City Tournament at the 
last moment because of the interest by 
the women players in Columbus . 

(Championship) : Nolan def. Colbert 21 -16, 111 •1 n O •· s 
21 -5. (Playoff) : Nolan def. Colbert 21-19, 21 -7. 

Juniors 15-and-under (Double elimination -
Third Place): Co lbert de f. Huc ul. 

(Championship): McAv in de f. Co lbert 21-3, 
21-3 . 

Seniors (Semi-finals): Haisting def. Griffin ; 
Aubrey def. Grace . 

(Championship) : Aubrey def. Haisting 21-13, 
21 -19 ; (Third Place) : Griff in def. Grace 21 -12, 
13-21 , 11-8. 

Masters (Double elimination - Third Place): 
Statini def. Stulik . 

(Championship): Price de f. Stat ini 21-12, 21-8. 

Men's B : (Quarter-finals): Young def . Ort iz ; 
Mackey def. Beal ; Johnson def. Devaul ; Marsh 
def. Krugman . 

(Semi-finals): Mackey def. Young 19-21, 21-10, 
11-4 ; Johnson def. Marsh 21-17 , 21-18 . 

(Championship) : Johnson def. Mackey 21-16, 
19-21, 11-1. 

Women 's B (Quarter-finals): Brown def. Leigh ; 
McNulty def. Bauer : Priestley def. Curit ; John son 
def. Jamack . 

(Semi-finals): McNulty def. Brown 21-11, 21-6 ; 
Johnson def. Priestley 21 -20 , 21-4. 

(Championship): Johnson def . McNulty 21-15, 
21-15 . 
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Last year 's finalist in the Mercy Mission 
racquetball tournament tenaciously 
refused to relinquish his title in the 1977 
Class A Championship matches at 
Mercy Mission . 

After losing the first game 21- 7, the 
Rev. James Roache of Holy Name 
Cathedral parish came on strong 
against the Rev. Charles Cronin of St. 
Thaddeus parist, in the second game. 

For the first five minutes the serve 
alternated 14 times while the score was 
deadlocked at one apiece . finally 
Father Cronin broke the ice with a 

corner kiil shot and went on to win the 
second game of the match 21-11 . 

Awards were presented after the 
contests by the Rev. James J. Close , 
Superintendent of Mercy Mission, a 
home for homeless boys, at 1140 West 
Jackson Boulevard, Chicago. 

The finals culminated a two and 
one-half month tournament sponsored 
by Mercy Mission/Mission Press for 
priests in the Archdiocese of Chicago . 
The tournament was directed by John 
P. Connolly, Administrative Assistant 
to Father Close . 
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The Rev. James J. Close, Super intendent of Mercy Mission, a home for homeless boys in Chicago 
presents the Class A awards In the recent Diocesan Clergy Racquetball Tournament finals at Mercy 
Mission court . 
On the left is the Rev. James Roache of Holy Name Cathedral , who placed second and on the right 
the Rev. Charles Cronin of St. Thaddeus parish who won first place. 



Kwajalein 
Islands 
Over 5,000 miles southwest of San 
Francisco , a U.S.R.A. - sanctioned 
outdoor three wall tournament was 
held on the Kwajale in Islands . The 
Special Servic es Racquetball Double 
Elimination tournament results are as 
follows: 
Open Singles : Joe Redhor def. Ted Brees 
21-15, 21-15. 

Intermediate Singles: Charlie Valde z def. Rick 
Edwards 14-21, 21-8, 11-1. 

Novice Singles : Diane Lull def. Rick Liston 
21-16, 21-5 . 

A total of 25 players partic ipated in the 
grueling tournament and disp layed 
outstanding sportsmanship throughout 
the tourney. Special thanks to Harold 
Smith and Don McLearer for a job we ll 
done in officiating the tournament. 

Diane Lull (r.} topp ed Rick Uston for the novice 
singles title at the Spec ial Services tourn ament 
on Kwajalein Island . 

- Photo by Rob ert M. Lamp son 

Japan 
The new Yokota AB , Japan Fieldhouse 
was the site of the First Annual Fifth Air 
Force Racquetball Tournament. 
Participants from Korea, Misawa AB, 
Kadena AB , and host Yokota AB 
treated standing room only crowds to 
some exciting racquetball action 
highlighted by exce llent 
sportsmanship . The only drawback 
was failure of any bases to provide 
women players . At the pre-tournament 
banquet , Col. Sharm Stevenson , 
Yokota wing commander and 
tournament participan t , admonished 
all in attendance to "spread the 
racquetball gospel to the women so 
we will have a better tournam ent next 
time. " 

In the men 's play , open and over 40 
singles and doubles compet ition were 
held . All matches were two out of three 
games ; 21 points the first two games 
with an 11 point tie-breaker, if 
necessary . Excitement preva iled 
throughout the tournament. 

Capt. Steve Ludick stole the show in 
the men 's open play . Lett-handed, 
qu ick , smart and stylish, Steve opened 
the tournament wi th a 21-3, 21-8 
trouncing of Yokota champion and 
pre-tourney favor ite Capt. Steve 
Mihalko . Ludick continued his singles 
mastery to the end where his shot 
selection and stamina carried him to 
the championsh ip in an exc iting 21-13 ; 
21-1 0 match over Korea teammate 1st 
Lt. Leon Booker . 

In the men 's doubles , the 
Ludick-Booker tandem was 
temporarily derailed in the semi-finals 
when an 11-stitch cut on Ludick 's ch in 
caused them to forfeit to Capt. Dave 
Billings and A 1 C Ruben Lopez of 
Kadena AB. The next day in the loser's 
bracket Ludick and Booker zapped 
Mihalko and Capt. Mickey McDade in 
the morning 21-18; 21-15 ; avenged the 
forfeit to Billings/Lopez in the afternoon 
21-6 ; 21-10; forcing the tournament 
into the " if necessary " match; and , with 
a one-hour rest, won the first game 
21-7. 

While some spectators left at this point 
· expecting to see a repeat of the earlier 
match, the hangers-on saw a complete 
reversal of form . Obviously worn out 
from the earlier matches, 

Ludick/Booker began to lose their edge 
while Billings/Lopez , complement ing 
each other with sound play and 
growing more confident with each 
point , roared to the championship with 
21-14 and 11-7 victories . 

The men's over 40 matches were equal 
to the open matches in excitement. The 
singles championship was perhaps the 
best match from the standpoint of good 
hard play. SMSgt. Norm Mash of 
Yokota and MSgt. Bob Wise of Kadena 
went at it for an hour and a half. Long 
rallies, super saves, and plain hustle 
highlighted the match. They traded 
21-18 victories before Mash prevailed 
in the th ird game 11-6 . In doubles play, 
Wise and his partner, Lt. Col. Rod 
Howes of Kadena defeated Col. Jerry 
Collins and Lt. Col. Harry Davis of 
Yokota in the title game 21-19; 21-13 . 

At the conclusion of the tournament, 
Col. Glenn Nordin, Fifth A ir Force vice 
commander, presented first and 
second place awards to winners and 
participation certificates to everyone . 
Everyone left with the same thought: 
"That was fun . We've got to do it 
again! " 

DISTRIBUTORS 
TO THE TRAD E 

WRITE FOR CATI LOG 

LEACH RACQUETS 

SEAMCO RACQUETBALLS 

SPALDING HANDBALLS 

CHAMPION SPORT GLOVES 

FOR 

RACQUETBALL 

HANDBALL 

IN STOCK 

SPORTS AWARDS CO. 
4351 MILWAUKEE AVE . 
CHICAGO , Ill. 60641 282-8060 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

National Juniors 
July 27-31, 1977 , - remember that 
date! It's the long-awaited National 
Juniors Championship Tournament , 
the second annual U.S.R.A. 
sanctioned event. 

The site is the Evergreen Park Bath 
and T ennis Club, in south suburban 
Chicago. Evergreen Park has eight 
racquetball courts , one with a glass 
side wall and glass back wall, to make 
the playing and spectating more 
exciting than ever. 

But so much more will be going on at 
the Jun iors. 

For openers, the U.S.R .A. will aga in 
help out as many players as possible 
with a travel allowance. The firs t 200 
entrants will receive 10¢ per mile for 
every mile he or she travels over 500 
miles. The maximum allowance is 
$100 for any one participant. 

"The thing that makes the National 
Juniors such a great event ," said the 
U.S.R.A .'s National Director Chuck 
Leve , "is that it gives as many kids as 
possible a chance to get to the 
tournament. We don 't want money to 
be an obstacle for any youngster who 
wants to play. ·· 

In addition to the travel help, all players 
will be fed three meals a day , and all 
hotel lodging costs (except indiv idual 
charges) will be paid for . 

"Once we get them here, " said Leve , 
"we know we have to feed them . Last 
year we were only able to give them 
breakfast and dinner , but this time , 
they 'll get their lunches as well ." 

Another big bonanza of the tournament 
will be a trip fo r all players to the 
world -famous Marriott's Great America 
Theme Park , about an hour 's drive 
from the Evergreen Park Club . 

" I think the kids will like Great America 
more than they liked Walt Disney World 
last time ," said Leve . "Great America 
has more rides and games than 
DisneyWorld and the lines are a lot 
shorter. They 'll have a ball. " 

The Evergreen Park club is managed 
by pro handballer Vern Roberts, Jr ., 

himself a veteran of handball's 
National Junior program . He and his 
staff are looking forward to doing 
everything possible to ensure the good 
time for all . 

"I first met Joe Ardito (U.S.R .A. 
National Commissioner) at the 
Juniors ," said Vern . "Joe told me 
recently what a fine tourney it was last 
year ; but I promised Joe that this one 
will top that one by far ." 

Players will also receive the attract ive 
Hang-ten souvenir shirts that have 
been used so successfully this season 
on the Seamco -Leach professional 
tour. 

The most important thing for 
prospective players to do is make their 
travel arrangements early. The entry 
form in this issue includes a space for 
them to a lert the U.S .R.A . as to their 
plans. 

"This is most important, " said Leve . 
"The great majority of the players will 
be flying into O'Hare Internat ional 
Airport, and tha t can be a traumatic 
experien c e for a young person who's 
never done it before . We want each 
entra nt to let us know how and where 
he 's arriving so we can meet his 
plane ." 

The logist ics of the tournament will be 
co-ordin ated between the U.S.R.A. 
Nationa l headquarters, the Evergreen 
Park Club and the Illinois Racquetball 
Association , U.S.R.A. affiliate . 

" We're expecting over 300 players, " 
said Leve . "And all players will be able 
to watch all matches for free . " 

Ag e categories are as follows ; Boys 
17-and-und er, 15-and-under , and 
13-and-under: Girls 17-and-under , and 
14-and-u nder . 

The entry fee is $12 per player . All 
entries should be sent to U.S .R.A. 
Nat ional Junio rs, 4101 Dempste r St., 
Skokie , IL 60076. 



[ OFFICIAL ENTRY 

U.S. R.A. National Juniors 
National Championships 

Site: Evergreen Park Bath & Tennis Club, 2700 W. 91 st St., Evergreen Park, IL 60642 . Phone: 312-425-7200 . 

Dates: July 27-31 , 1977. 

Entry Fee: $12 per player . 

Entry Deadline: July 1, 1977. No entries can be accepted late or without entry fee. 

Sanction: By U.S. Racquetball Association 

Official Ball: Seamco 558 (black) . 

Rules: U.S.R.A. rules and regulations apply. 

Trophies: To first four places in each event. 

Mail Entries To: U.S. R.A. National Juniors , 4101 Dempster St., Skok ie, IL 60076 . Make checks payable to : U.S.R.A. 

Please enter me in: D Boys 17-and-under D Boys 15-and-under D Boys 13-and-under 

D Girls 17-and-unde r D Girls 14-and-under 

Shirt Size : D XS D S D M D L 

Name _ _______________________________________ _ 

Address __ _ ____________________________________ _ 

City ______________________________ ,State ____ _...L.ip ___ _ 

Phone Number _________________________ __ __ ___r,.rea Code ___ _ 

I will be arriving by: D Air D Train D Bus 

My flight/train/bus number is: _________ _ _____________________ _ 

My time of arrival is; ------------ -- --------------------­

My place of arrival is: --------- - ---------------- - -------

1 hereby, for myself, my heirs, exec utors and administrators, waive and release any and all rights and claims for damages I 
may have against the U.S. Racquetball Associ ation , Illinois Racquetball Association , or Evergreen Park Bath & Tennis 
Club, their respective agents, or any facility used for this tournament, for any and all injuries which may be suffered by my 
son or daughter in connection with my son's or daughter's competition in said tournament. 

SIGNATURE (Parent) --------- - -- - --------------------
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Nationals Again Slated 
For San Diego 
The Atlas Health Club, San Diego, 
California will again host the 
U.S.R.A.-N.R.C. National Racquetball 
Championships, June 4-11, 1977 . 

Twelve brackets of play for men and 
women, both professional and amateur 
will highlight the National Tournament 
week . Additionally, a players banquet , 
hospitality and closed circuit television 
will again make the Nationals the 
zenith of the 1976-77 season-. 

Who will win the coveted men 's 
professional singles title and the 
alluring $4,000 first place prize? Who 
will be able to survive the grueling pace 
of the Men's Amateur Open draw, and 
will he then move straight into the pros 
as did last year's champ Ben Koltun? 

Will Charlie Brumfield be out of his 
slump in time to regain his number one 
position? Can Peggy Steding make it 
three in a row in the women 's 
professional division? Will upsets 
abound in the seniors division again 
this year? 

All these questions and more will be 
answered during the National 
Tournament , sponsored by Leach 
Industries and Seamco Sporting 
Goods. 

" We're looking forward to the greatest 
tournament in the history of 
racquetball, " said Chuck Leve, the 
U.S.R .A.'s National Director. "We 
thought last season was excellent , but 
we've made some improvements from 
a year ago that will make 1977's event 
even more enjoyable. " 

Organizationally, nothing could top 
1976's version , and the U.S .R.A. will 

again call upon the top floor managers 
in the nation to help run the multitude of 
matches that the Nat ionals call for . 

In case you missed last year's 
Nationals, the Atlas Health Club is one 
of the most amenity-rich clubs in the 
world . The 1.7 mill ion dollar facility 
sports whirlpools , saunas , lavish 
exercise areas, an outdoo r swimming 
poo l, jogging track and even outdoor 
tennis courts. 

And the locat ion couldn 't be better , -a 
scant 50 yards from the Mission Valley 
Inn , a beautiful Atlas Hotel , the 
tournament headquarters . Mission 
Valley Inn , w ith its excellent dining 
facilities, three outdoor swimming 
pools , outdoor jacuzz i, and strategic 
location on San Diego 's world-famous 
Hotel Circle , make the tournament 
headquarters , the place to be in San 
Diego . 

The At las Health Club also has two 
beautiful glass back walled courts for 
all key matches. Tickets are now on 
sale and players or fans interested 
should contact the Atlas Health Club 
(see entry form for address and 
phone) . 

" The ticket situation will be handled 
much differently than last year ," said 
Jerry Sandstrom, executive vice 
president of the Atlas Hotel 
Corporation , and the man .respons ible 
for all the local organization . 

"We will be selling tickets at a more 
reasonable price on a per round basis 
this time, " said Sandstrom . " We will 
still offer reserved seating for the entire 
tournament, but it won 't be the only 
choice ." 

1976-77 Seamco-Leach Pro Tour 

Date Facility City 

May 12-15, 1977 Newport Sporting House Newport Beach , California 

June 4-11, 1977 Atlas Health Club San Diego, California 

94 MAY 

One thing Sandstrom did ma intain 
would be the same as a year ago is the 
tight security around the championsh ip 
court. But with the new ticket policy, 
there w ill be full stands ensured from 
the quarters on. 

"Since so many more people will be 
able to afford seeing a few 
matches , "he said , "we expect to fill up 
the stands virtually every night. " 

The competit ive highlight will be the 
professional divisions , into which 
Leach and Seamco have put $15 ,000 
in prize money . 

"This is the one for all the marbles ," 
said Char lie Drake , Leach 's 
racquetball division manager. 
"Everybody will be going all out for the 
National title. " 

Attractive display booths for nat iona l 
manufacturers will also be an integral 
part of the tournament , for the brows ing 
convenience of playe rs and fans. 

All this , plus the crowning of the 
nat ional champions in 10 am ateur 
events as well as the pros , makes the 
National Championships truly tile most 
outstanding event of the year . 

"It 's the highlight , no doubt of that, " 
said Leve . "The Nationa ls is truly 
where it 's at.· · 

We look forw ard to seeing you all , in 
San Diego , June 4-11, 1977. 

Coming Soon 
July 1-4, U.S.R.A. - New York 
Invitational, Rochester YMCA, 100 
Gibb St. , Rochester, NY 14605. 
Contact the Y or Jim Winterton 
716-235-4609 . 

August 19-21, Racquetball of 
Omaha Singles Invitational, Pro-Am , 
Open, B Women, Women B, Juniors. 
Write Mark Hegg, Racquetball of 
Omaha , 3415 S. 67th St., Omaha , Neb . 
68106, or call 402-393-3311 . 



1977 
Leach/Seamco Pro/ Am 

Racquetball Championships 
TICKET INFORMATION 

ADVANCE SALES 

Reserved Seat Ticket Package: $75.0 0 

Good for all pro matches and amateur matches played on Court #1. Also includes 
General Admission starting June 4. 

General Admission Ticket Package: $25.00 

Good for General Admission to the entire Pro/ Am Tournament. General Admission will 
allow viewing from the second level including Court #1 where all the Pro matches will be 
p layed. 

DAILY SALES 
Avai lable at the door on a first come first serve basis 

Reserved Seat Ticke ts 

Finals (June 11) - $25.00 Men and Women 
Semi Finals (June 10) - $15.00 Men and Women 
Q uarter Finals (June 9) - $15.00 Men and Women 
Round of 16 (June 8) - $10.00 Men and Women 
Round of 16 (June 7) - $10.00 Men and Women 
Ticket prices include general admission for that day . 

Genera l Admission Tickets 

$5.00 each day starting June 4th 
Final matches June II $10.00 

• Tourn ament playe rs will be admitte d fre e June 4, 5 and 6. 
• Tickets incl ud e the use of the hospita lity room and closed circuit T.V. of the pro matches. 

Note : Pro mat che s will be televised in all rooms of the Town and Country Hotel and Mission Valley Inn . 

Pro Matches and Am ateur Finals wil l be played on Court #1 

Send Rem itt anc e To : 
Leach / Seam co Pro / Am Tourn ey 
c/ o Atlas Health Club 
901 Hote l Circle 
San Diego , CA 92138 

CT. 3 

CT. 4 

CT. 5 

CT . 6 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

' ' ' ' --

z 
Q >­
Cl) .....J 
Cl) z 
:iEO 
0 CJ 
<( z 
..J 0 
<( z 
a: <t: 
w f­z cn 
w 
C, 

_] 

1 y : •• .. 
" 12 

11 

10 

• RESERVED 
I 

' .~ EATS • 
5 

NRC A P,u, 
) , 

ROW I 

-------- -- - -- -
GLASS BACKWALL 

_, _, 

~ 
0 CT. 1 CT. 2 in 
Cl) 
Cl) 

5 
t'.) 

I 

I 
I 

I CT. 7 I 
I 
I 



U&QA-NQC 

1977 
LEACH-SEAMCO 
PRO-AM 
RACQUETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS ' 

PLAYER ARE LIMITED TO 2 EVENTS MAXIMUM . 
) - -

LOCATION: ATLAS HEA LTH CLU B, San Di ego , Ca. 

Jun e 4-11, 1977 

ENTRY FEE: $25 per perso n for fir st event. If pla ye r 

DATE: 
SANCTION: By th e N ati o nal Racquetball C lu b (N .R.C.) 

U.S. Racquet ball Assn. (U .S.R.A .) 

ent ers second even t, t hat eve nt is $15. 
M en or wom en 's-pro singl es $50 .00 . 

OFFICIAL 
BALL : 

EAMCO 558 (black) in all ama teur events 
SEAMCO 559 (g ree n) in all profe ssiona l 
eve nts . 

ENTRY 
DEADLIN E: 

In o ur po ssession by 6 pm Ma y 25, 1977. 
Presc ribed fee mu st accompany entry 
form . Entries received af te r th e dead li ne 
or un signe d , o r withou t fee will not be 
acce pted . 

RULES: U.S.R.A .- N .R.C. rul es and reg ul at io ns 
app ly i f two eve nt s en tered, play ers may 
hav e back 10 ba ck mat ches. Eleve n point 
t ie br ea ker rul e in effec t. 

STARTING TIME: 

PRIZE MONEY: 

Please call (714) 298 -1616 Jun e 1st af ter 
12 oon . 

TROPHIES : r roph1c ~ To firs t 4 plac e., in e.:ich ,1mateur ev nl. 

$12,000 M e n's Pro Single s; m ini mu m 
$3 ,000 W o m en 's Pro Sin g les. m in i mum 

AO IJRlS\ 

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM ANO / OR ATLAS HOTEL ROOM RESERVATION 

j ENTRY DEADLINE . .. BY 6 P.M. MAY 25, 1977 I 
AGI CI UB 

Cll \ /IP 

NAM I or DO UULCS PAR I N(R AC[ CLUB 

Please enter me in: 
D Am ateur Open Sing les 
D Pro M en 's Sing les 

D Golde n Ma ste r Sing les (55 & over) D M en 's Master Doubl es (45 & ove r) 
D Wom en' s Amatu e r Sing les D Go ld en M aste r Dou b les (55 & ove r) 

D Senio r Sing le (35 & ove r) 
D Ma ster Sing les (45 & over) 

D Amo11cu, Op en Double ~ D Women 's Ama teur Double s 

D Me n 's Sen io r Doubl es (35 & over) D Wom en's Pro Sing les 

Each of th e following At la H o tel s have set asid e a b lock o f 100 roo ms for pa rti cip ant s and guests duri ng th e tou rn ame nt 

Mi ssio n Va ll ey Inn Room Rates (pe r da y) Tow n & Co un try Hot e l Ro o m Rates (per da y) 
ingle 519 .00 Garden Hi gh rise 

Do ubl e $24.00 Sing le $23 .00 $26 .00 
Doub le $28.00 $31.00 

Add S4 00 for each add11oona1 oerson ,n lhe same room 
As, c11y room 1a, -,11 be adoed as aool,cable 10 1he above net rates 

Please reserve. and confirm by return mail, ( ) room(s) at The Mission Valley Inn ___ . Town & Country Hotel __ _ 
Enclosed one nights deposit __ __ ___ Arrival Date ___ __ _ Departure Date ____ _ 

If you cancel re1ervation1 at leaet 15 day, prior to ,tart of the tournament your deposit wifl be refunded . 

W~IVER : I hereby. for myself. my heirs. executors, and administrators. waive and release any and all rights and claims for damages I may have 
against the Atlas Health Club. the U.S. Racquetball Assn. or National Racquetball Club, their respective agents, or any facility used for this tournament. 
for any and all iniuries which may be suffered by me in connection with my competition in said tournament. 

Signature __ ____ ____ ______ Ph ____ Partner's S1gnature _____________ Ph. ____ _ 

Please make room reservation or entry check (money order) payable to: Atlas Health Club. 
Mall Entry Form and/or Room Reeervatlon to: Atlas Health Club. 901 Hotel Circle San Diego, CA 92138 



TWO OF THE TOP SEEDED 
IN SAN DIEGO 

WHETHER YOU 'RE A PLAYER OR SPECTATOR AT THE LEACH-SEAMCO PRO-AM RACQUETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
YOU'LL ENJOY SAN DIEGO 'S MISSION VALLEY AND THE ATLAS HOTELS. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY 
HOTEL 

Th e Town and Co untr y has all the 
ameniti es o f a fin e up town hot el wi th 
th e easy l ivi ng cha rm of the count ry 
. . . and it s within an easy walk of th e At las Hea lt h Cl ub . 
The Town and Co u ntr y has 1,000 air -conditio ned rooms 
in two h ig hr ises and many on e and two-s to ry garde n 
style bu i ld ings . 

Din ing and ent ert ainme nt are you rs just about anyway 
you like them . Le Pavilion , San D iego ' s newest and mo st 
elegant restaur ant and lo un ge, features French -Conti ­
nenta l cu isin e and sits atop the East Hi g hri se offe rin g an 
excel lent view of Mis sion Val ley. Addi tio nall y, th ere is 
th e Gourm et Room Restaur ant and Go ld Coast Lo ung e 
and tw o coffe e sho ps, th e Lanai and th e 24- ho ur Coffee 
Hous e . .. plus Crystal T's Empo rium ; an elega nt but funk y 
restau ran t/ di sco. 

And mor e ... bea ut y, barb er and gift shops, airlin e 
t icket and car ren tal services , four sw im ming pools, 
sauna, whirlpool and a shuffleboard court. 

ATLAS m HOTELS 

WHERE THE DIFFERENCE IS THE SERVICE 

MISSION VALLEY INN 
The Mission Valley Inn is literally within a passing shot 

of the At las Health Club , hom e of the 1977 Leach­
Sea mco Pro -Am Racquetball Championships. With 
three swi mming poo ls (four if you co unt the 25-yard lap 
poo l at the He alth Club ), therapy pool , plenty o f patio 
space and lawn, the Mission Valley Inn is the ideal place 
fo r outdoor li vi ng and phys ical recreation enthusiasts. 

Spread abo ut it s 10-acres, the Inn has 210 delu xe air­
condi11oned rooms and suites and is known fo r its casual 
lux ur y. 

The co lorfu l and exciting Red Candl e Steak Hou se is 
famous for the finest char coal b roi led steaks in town . The 
adjoining show lounge is a center for fun and top name 

enterta inment. There is a 24-
hour coffee shop and just next 
door is the Bot tl e Shop w i th a 
co mpl ete select io n of bev erages 
and deli catessan it ems . 

The Hotel Circle location makes 
it easy for visitors to get around to 
th e many popular San Diego at­
traction s. But tour s to man y po ints 
around the co unty and to Tijuana 
can easily be arranged . 
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SERDICO/j® 
◄ L-E=Jl=:ac:;1-1/ Houston 

Welcom ·e Back, 

Steve Keeley, the man of the hour in Houston , 
redeeming himself as still a force to be reckoned 
with on the tour. 

Photo s of the Houston pro tournament 
by Mike Rob inson and Jerry Hilecher . 

98 MAY 

Jerry Hilecher Is all concentra tion as he gets ready to powder a ball off the back wall In his 
semi- final loss to Keeley. 



Steve! 
Make no mistake about it, - Marty 
Hogan won the Houston stop on the 
N.R.C. - Seamco /Leach pro tour 
February 10-13, the youngster 's fifth 
straight tour win . But this was one 
tournament in which Hogan was not 
the dominant figure . The main man in 
Houston was Steve Keeley . 

Out of nowhere , it see ms, Keele y's 
game transformed itself from 
lackadaisical to aggress ive . His 
attitude changed from not car ing to 
caring a great deal. His shots were 
crisp, - almost sharp . He tried . And he 
won every match he played . 

He never did play Hogan as a knee 
injury suffered in a tough semi -final win 
over Jerry Hilecher forced Keeley to 
default the championsh ip match . Yet 
the second place finish was his best 
effort in over a year . So, what 
happened to cause this remarkable 
turnabout in the fortunes of one of our 
game's most well known combatants ? 

"/ really can 't explain it," said Steve . "/ 
began practicing more , and then one 
night I just got my stroke back. I began 
hitting my shots where I wanted them , 
and as they went in, my confidence 
grew." 

With each round his game improved , 
as Keeley, ranked a lowly 16th prior to 
the tournament , played out of the 
difficult number 10 seeded slot. 

He drew another struggling veteran , 
Steve Serot in the round of 16 and the 
scores indicate the true f low of the 
match 21-17, 16-21 , 11-8. None of the 
games were dominated by either 
player, with Keeley hanging in until the 
tough points came, and unlike recent 
tour stops, Steve got tougher instead of 
letting the games go . 

In the quarters it was number two seed 
Steve Strandemo who was unable to 
contain the newly released tiger in 
Keeley, 9-21, 21-19, 11-6. In this one 
Strandemo held a 17 -12 lead after 
winn ing the first , and again it was 
Keeley who reached back for that 
someth ing extra and pulled out the 
game . In the tie-breaker Kee ley held 
the advantage all the way after bolting 
to an 8-3 lead . 

In the semi -fina ls Keeley 's new-found 
inner toughness again paved the way 
to victory . Playing sol id , we ll-calculated 
racquetba ll, Keeley carved out a 21-13 
first game win . But Hilecher , on the 
strength of strong serves and brilliant 
front court play raced to a 1 0-0 lead and 
after it reached 14-0, Keeley saved 
himself for the tie-breaker . 

In the tie-breaker , all sorts of strange 
th ings happened . With Hilecher 
serving , 3-5 , an except iona l rally 
ensued , and finally ended on an 
avoidable hinder call against Kee ley , 
who had dived for a shot , and was 
unable to move in time to allow Jerry 
his next return. 

But the dogged Keeley kept coming , 
re-gaining the serve at 5-all , scoring 
once , and then , of all things, double 
fau lting with his second serve , a lob , 
graz ing the ceil ing. 

But Steve quick ly re-ga ined the serve , 
and was able to hold onto his slim lead 
for the 11-9 th ird game win , and a trip to 
the finals . 

Unfortunately , the fina ls never 
occurred , for in the avoid able hinder 
dive, Kee ley re- injured a chron ic left 
knee , and within 30 minutes of the 
match , it looked like a ripe Sunkist 
between thigh and calf. 

In lieu of the championship mens' 
match , four of the rema ining players 
consented to a doubles exhibition, 
much to the fan's delight. Strandemo 
and Hilecher teamed aga inst Hogan 
and Ben Koltun with Steve and Jerry 
taking the encount er. The play was 
good, the banter light , and the 
enterta inment crowd pleasing. 

In the upper bracket Hogan had things 
all his own way . Never los ing a game , 
Marty dom inated like the old Yankees 
used to. 

In the semi-fina ls he met Craig McCoy , 
an upset winner over Richard Wagner 
in the quarters . McCoy was unable to 
adjust to the rapid Hogan pace and he 
was never really in either game . 

Hogan came out blasting in the first 
using power serves and drives to race 
to an 11-1 lead , primarily on the 
strength of an 8 point fourth inning. 

Hogan cont inued the onsl aught 
eventually reach ing scores of 16-4, 
20-8 and the final 21-9. 

McCoy gave Marty a small battle early 
in the second game . They played even 
to five and McCoy took a short -lived 7-5 
lead, only to allow Hogan five points 
next time in and two more the following 
inning for control of the game. 

Down 20-12 , a belated McCoy 
comeback reached 17 before Hogan 
ended it with a backh and kill into the left 
corner. 

The quarter-finals had two new faces in 
Houston , due initially to fine play, and 
secondar ily to a weaker field than 
normal as Charl ie Brumfield , Davey 
Bledsoe , and Mike Zeilman all missed 
the tournament for one reason or 
another. 
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Hogan readies a forehand set up in the doubles 
exhibition that replaced the championship 

match. The othP.r<: ,,,,,, ti tor.) Strandemo . Ko/tun 
and Hilecher . 

When John Lynch, the 22-year-old 
Chicagoan knocked off Bill Schmidtke 
21-8, 21-15 in the round of 16, it earned 
John a crack at top ranked Hogan in the 
quarters . 

"Despite what many think , I was 
looking forward to playing Hogan, " 
said Lynch . ''There 's no way you can 
gauge his power until you 're on the 
court with him. It was good 
experience ." 

Lynch's game is an off beat version of 
the Hogan power , serve and shoot 
style. John hits the big serve, shoots 
the back wall well, and has the 
backhand to stay with virtually anybody 
on the left. What he lacks is confidence , 
and brother, you don 't get that against 
Hogan . 

"He had control the whole way , " said 
Lynch. "Sometimes when you play 
Hogan, you wonder if he's playing the 
same game ." 

The 21 -12 first game Hogan victory 
was relatively routine, as Lynch gave 
away a number of points early, 
attempting to gauge the rocket serves 
offered by Marty . 

In the second, Hogan seemed to ease 
up a little, and Lynch took advantage 
turning a 6-7 deficit into a 12-7 lead . 
This string of events caused Hogan to 
crank it up again, rallying for four points 
in the 10th inning to close to within 
13-12 . 

Here Lynch got tough, riding out each 
rally, shooting his shot whenever 
possible. But the relentless Hogan had 
too much finally taking the advantage 
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19-15, before Lynch gave it one last 
drive and with the serve at 19-20 , made 
the final error, a forehand set-up at mid 
court . 

As all know, you can 't ever let Hogan 
off the hook , and the number one came 
in and tallied the match ending point. 

Richard Wagner didn 't take McCoy 
seriously enough in their quarter-final 
match , and the result was a resounding 
McCoy win in a bracket that had 
expected a Hogan-Wagner semi-final. 
In their only previous meeting of the 
season Wagner handled Cra ig 
routinely in Sacramento , but that was 
months ago . 

Craig started fast in the first , 6-2, 12-4 , 
15-5 and then coasted in at 21-12. 
Mixing his serves well , garbage down 
the left wall , Z to the back hand, hard 
drives to the right , McCoy kept Wagner 
off balance, and Rich never reached 
his stride. 

Game two was even more frustrat ing to 
the blond speedster as he fell behind 
0-12 and 1-1 6 despite time outs at 0-7 
and 1-14. When Wagner finally 
decided to play , the scoreboard stood 
at 9-20 , and although he battled back to 
16-20 , that's · as far as McCoy let it go, 
as he ended the match with a Z serve to 
the left for an ace. 

• 

The other newcomer to the quarters 
was Arizon ian Steve Chase who got 
there by upsetting sixth seed Ben 
Koltun in the round of 16, 21-17 , 13-21 , 
11-4. 

That put Chase up aga inst Hilecher 's 
big guns , and to Steve 's credit , he gave 
Jerry a super -rough first game , before 
falling to the pace in the second , 21-20, 
21-4. 

Chase grabbed an initial 6-0 lead in the 
first and held it to 11-5 before Hi lecher 
tied the game at 11. They traded points 
from there , with the expe rienced 
Hilecher being sligh t ly tougher in the 
clutch and able to pull out the game . 

Game two was no contest , as the 
emotional edge was off Chase 's game 
after his near-win in the first. He 
dropped behind 8-0 after the first 
inning , then 12-0, finally 20-1 and the 
final two points , jus t in case , were 
Hilecher aces . 



Shannon Wright gives us a glimpse of her backhand form as she readies to shoot against Steding in the finals. 

Women's Pro 

In the ladies divison Shannon Wright 
captured her second tour victory with 
an impressive 21-17, 21-13 win. 

It was a small women's field with 11 
entrants vying for the standard $2 ,000 
in prize money , and none of the top four 
ladies had any trouble reaching the 
semi-finals . 

Steding easily routed Martha Byrd , 
who was off an impressive 13 and 5 win 
over Rita Hoff. But Martha , although 
she hustled throughout, was never 
able to reach that next plateau which 
Steding represented . 

In typical serve and shoot fashion it 
was 21-4, 21-14 . 

Kathy Williams found Jennifer Harding 
accommodating in their quarter-final 
encounter 21-10, 21-13 , as southpaw 
Jenny is finding it increas ingly difficult 
in her efforts to reach the semi 's. 

Power seems to be the lacking element 
separating the top four from the 
remainder of the field in the women 's 

division, and it was decisive in this 
. match with Williams keeping Harding 
constantly on the defensive. 

The third quarter featured Janell 
Marriott , overdue to reach the finals , 
against Jean Sauser , who also is off 
her game of a year ago . 

Marriott eeked out the first game 21-19 , 
and then dominated the second 21-10 . 

"Be nice to me in the write-up ," said 
Sauser , a club pro in the Chicago area. 
"We've opened a new club and 
without playing as much as I should, I 
was happy with my efforts ." 

Marriott was pretty happy , too . 

Jan Pasternak was the other 
quarter-f inal loser, getting blown out by 
Wright 21-6, 21-6. It's been a long road 
back for the former number two player 
(in '74 and '75) and Jan still has a good 
amount of work to do. 

Shannon was on, - and the match was hers. 

l 
I 

On the other hand, Wright is playing 
easily the best ball of her career, and a 
big loss to Shannon at this juncture of 
the season is no shame. 

In the semi-finals, Wright topped 
Marriott 12 and 14, a match she 
controlled throughout. The first game 
was routine 21-12 and the second 
never got closer than 15-12 . 

From there Shannon tallied three more 
times to extend the lead to 18-12 . 
Janell did everything she could to slow 
down the Wright express including 
three time outs to no avail. This was 
Shannon's tournament, no doubt about 
it. 

In the upper bracket it took a superb 
comeback by Steding in the first game 
to avert the match eventually going to 
the tie-breaker . 
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Kathy Williams, the fourth seed , held a 
14-13 lead , stretched it to 19-14 and 
then watched in amazement as Peggy 
came roaring back to take the game 
21-19 . 

"You can really get down on yourself 
playing her, ·· said Kathy, who got down 
on herself and lost the second game 
21 -11. "She never lets up , the 
pressure is always there ." 

That set the stage for the 
championsh ip match, as usual pitting 
Wright and Steding . Peggy had an 
early 6-1 lead, which was wiped out by 
a Wright rally bringing the score to 9-a ll. 
Over the next six innings Steding was 
able to manage only a single point , 
while Wright , seizing the opportunity 
doubled he score to 18. With Peggy 
unable to generate the necessary 
momentum , it was Shannon all the way 
21-13 in the last game. 
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Shanno n Wright zeros in on a forehand back 
wall set up against Janell Marriott in the 

semi-f inals . 

Women 's Professional (Preliminary Round) : 
Martha Byrd def. Rita Hoff 2 1-13, 2 1-15; Jean 
Sauser def. Jan ice Seagal 21-7, 21-7; Jan 
Pasternak def. Go ldie Hogan 21-1, 21-11. 

(Quarter-finals) : Peggy Steding def . Byrd 21-4, 
21-14; Kathy Williams def. Jenn ifer Hard ing 
21- 10, 2 1-13; Janell Marr iott def. Sauser 21-19 
2 1-10; Shannon Wr igh t def. Pasternak 21-6 ' 
21-6. ' 

(Semi-finals) : Steding def. Will iams 21-19, 
21-11 . Wr ight def. Marriott 21-12, 21-14. 

(Championship): Wright def. Steding 21-17 
21-13. ' 

NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT ... 
The amateur segment of the 
tournament, sanctioned by the U.S. 
Racquetball Assoc iat ion, was the 
National YMCA Championsh ips. 
Champions were crowned in 13 
different brackets , singles and 
doubles , with Randy Stafford taking the 
Open Singles crown , and Rita Hoff 
avenging her pro loss to Mart ha Byrd 
by taking the Lad ies Open tit le ... The 
Houston Downtown YMCA was co rdial 
as host , as usual , with Dewey 
Strickland and Joe Leach calling the 
shots and manag ing the affair ... Nice 
to see old friends like Myron Roderick , 
Jim Austin , Richard Walker and Tom 
McKie , who have long made 
Southwest racquetball one of the 
nation 's hot spots . . . A number of 
U.S.R.A. state affi liate chairmen were 
on hand for a good session on 
Saturday morning including, 
Strickland , and Sandy Comoeau x 
(Louis iana) , among others, also 
Seamco 's Art Orlosk i ... Previous 
clinic committments by Brumf ield and 
Bledsoe fo rced them to miss the 
tourney, and work obligations kept 
Zeitman away . • 

Men 's Professional (First Round) : Marty 
Hog an, Steve Strandemo , Jer ry Hilecher, 
Richard Wagner , Craig McCoy , Ben Koltun , 
byes . Terry Fancher def. Marc Au erbach 21-18, 
21-17; John Lynch def. Lloyd Smith 21-10 , 
21-16; Bill Schmidtke def. David Peck, forfe it ; 
Randy Stafford def. Skip Beatt ie 21 -6, 21-9 ; 
Steve Mondry def. Jim Scheyer21 -8, 21-14 ; Eric 
Campbell de f. Ron Ricks 21-6, 21-9; Steve 
Chase def. Britt Coleman 21-5 , 21-8 ; Steve Sero! 
def . Dan Grove s, forfeit : Steve Kee ley def. Ed 
Barziza, forfeit ; Tom McK ie def. Ron York 21-9 , 
16-2 1, 11-1. 

(Second Round) : Hogan def. Fancher 21-11, 
21-18; Lynch def. Schmidtke 21-8, 21-15; McCoy 
def. Stafford 21-17, 21-14 ; Wagner def . Mondry 
21- 10, 21-4 ; Hilech er def. Campbell 21-9 , 21-12 ; 
Chase def. Koltun 21-17, 13-2 1, 11-4 ; Kee ley 
def. Se rot 21- 17, 16-21 , 11-8: Stra ndemo def. Mc 
Kie 21-3 , 21-7. 

(Quarter-finals) : Hogan def. Lynch 2 1-12, 
2 1-19; McCoy def. Wagn er 21- 12, 21-16 ; 
Hilecher def. Chase 21-20, 21-4 ; Keel ey def. 
Strandemo 9-21, 21-19, 11-6. 

(Semi-finals) : Hogan def. McCoy 2 1-9, 2 1-17 ; 
Keeley def. Hilecher 21-13, 2-21, 11-9 . 

(Champ ionship): Hogan def. Keeley, injury 
default . 



NATIONAL RACQUETBALL CLINIC PRESENTS 
1976-77 ATLAS RACQUETBALL CAMP 

A HEALTHFUL 
PLACE TO BE 
IN SAN DIEGO 

Located In exciting Mission Valley in San Diego 's newest and 
most exclusive health club facil ity, the Atlas Health Club . The club 
in conjunction with National Racquetball Clinic, Inc . offers 4 days 
and 4 nights / 20 hours of inst ru ction by 3 of the nation 's top pro ­
fessionals. The instructors staff consists of : Charlie Brumfield, 

· Steve Keeley, Steve Serot, Rich Wagner, Marty Hogan, and Davey 
Bledsoe. 

These professionals believe in both the practical and theoretical 
approach to teaching. Court time consists of applying class ­
room knowledge and concep ts to the game . The Atlas Health 
Club Racque tball Camp Is desi gned to utilize the best teaching 
and most successful techniq ues developed by the professionals. 

Package inc ludes: room accommodat ions at At las Hotel 's Mis ­
sion Valley Inn, cocktails and banquet; Zoofan and Sea World 
passes; equipment package (t -shirt, bag, racquet, balls, ··The 
Complete Book of Racquetball " ); 20 hours of instruction; pros 
subject to change. 

Designed for today's man or woman who is both 
aware of the benefits and deeply interested in physical 
relaxation and well -being. 

Centralized , easily accessible Miss ion Valley Hotel 
Circle locatio n is ideal for business and professional 
people-those who appreciate a work-day work-out ... 
a revitalizing hour on one of the tennis or racquetball I 
handball courts ... a few invigorating laps around the 
Jogging track . . . a skin-cleansing session in the steam 
room . .. a muscle relaxing jacuzzi bath. 

Evening and weekenders will find the location equally 
su itable ... in the heart of vibrant Mission Valley with 
shopping centers, theatres. clubs. and restaurants 
nearby . 

Design and operation ref lects the same high level of 
quality and attention to detail that has been a standard 
throughout the 20-year growth of the successful Atlas 
chain of hotel and restaurants . 

Facilit ies inc lude : six lighted tenn is courts (one exhi ­
bit ion court); separate saun as for men and women; 
steam room; therapy pool ; separate fully equipped exer­
cise rooms for men and women ; twenty -five meter. 
three -lane lap-pool; jogging track ; club lounge; colo r 
t.v ., snack shop for light meals, beer, soft drinks . pro 
shop; barber shop ; separate massage rooms for men 
and women ; game room; volleyba ll court and video ­
tape system. 

PLAN I 
Double Room Occupancy 
Both Persons Participate 

PLAN II 
$200.00 / person 

Double Room Occupancy 
One Person Participates 

PLAN Ill 

$250 . 00 I participant 
$ 50.00 1 guest 

Single Room Occupancy 
Single Participant 

$280 .00 / person 

------------------------------- .. 

ATLAS HEALTH CLUB RACQUETBALL CAMP APPLICATION 
FILL OUT AND MAIL WITH $100 DEPOSIT 

APPLICATIONS ANO HOTEL RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO START OF CLINIC 

NAME ________________________ _ 

STREET _____________________________ -

CITY ___________________ _ ___ STATE __ ·_ ZIP __ 

CHECK PLAN DESIRED 

D Plan I 
0 Plan II 
0 Plan Ill 

DATE DESIRED: 
0 Feb. 11-14 
0 April 5-8 
0 Ju ly 5-8 

YOUR DEPOSIT OF $100 MUST ACCOMPANY THIS APPLICATION .. . 

Make Checks Payable To: 
Mall To: Atlas Health Club 901 Hotel Circle San Diego, CA 92138 298-932 



TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
.----------------- N.R.C. PRO TOUR .... ----------------. 

◄ L_E=F:,~,-, 7 
SERlllco/j® Denver 

McCoy strugg les to reach one of Hogan 's shot s 
in the lop sided champ ionship match. Hog an 
was invinc ible in Den ver. 

All photos of the Denv er pro tournament 
by Doug Panett a 
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To say that Marty Hogan dominated 
the Leach-Seamco March of dimes 
tournament March 3-6 at the Denver 
Sporting House, would be like saying 
the late Richard J. Daley dominated the 
city of Chicago . Hogan was in control 
all the way . 

One need only look at the 
championship match score to note 
Hogan 's powerful number one position 
as he did away with Cra ig McCoy in 42 
minutes 21-10, 21-4 . 

Taking advantage of the Sporting 
House's full glass front wall, Hogan 

boomed serves down both lines , mixed 
up with Z's to both back corners . 
McCoy , like all of Hogan 's other 
opponents , were scrambling just to get 
a racquet on the ball. 

"He 's super tough normally, " said 
McCoy . "But with front wall gla ss, he 's 
out of reach . I had hoped to just give 
him a good match , but obviously I 
didn't ." 

So Hogan picked up his second 
stra ight easy victory , with Denver 
coming on the heels of his injury default 
win over Keeley in Houston. 



, E , 

SPORl ., H OUSE 

Six Straight 
And Still 
Counting 

The scoreboard 
tells the story as Davey Bled soe 
faces match point in his semi-final battl e 
with Hogan . Hogan got the point to move 
on to the finals. 



Jay Jones sets up for a forehand corner kill in his semi-f inal loss to McCoy . It was Jones · first trip to the semi-f inals on the N.R.C . tour. 

In fact, the final day of the tournament 
was saved by a stellar performance in 
the afternoon's first championship 
battle, Peggy Steding against Shannon 
Wright. The two top ladies battled each 
other like two tigers in a-den , with 
Steding coming out bruised but 
victorious 5-21 , 21-18, 11-6. 

The tournament was held in 
cooperation with the National March of 
Dimes campaign and all proceeds from 
the tourney were presented to the 
March of Dimes in ceremonies after the 
last matches. 

In a gesture that all of racquetball could 
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feel proud of Steding donated $100 of 
her winnings to the March of Dimes 
immediately after her victory . 

And it was not an easy victory at that. 
No woman who ever played the game 
could have topped Wright in the first 
game. She was utterly unbeatable, 
playing one of the finest games that 
any professional player has ever 
played. 

She didn't make a single error until 
18-5 in the initial contest, and that was 
the only miscue she did make . She 
served five aces at various parts ·of the 
game and truly dominated the number 
one ranked Steding. 

For a while it looked like nothing could 
stop the 21-year -old who has recently 
taken up residence in racquetball's 
mecca, - San Diego. She built an 8-7 
lead into a 14-9 advantage and it 
appeared that , altho not playing as 
dominantly as in game one, - that 
Shannon was still the superior player 
this day. 

But nobody told Peggy . She cranked 
up that 40-year -old forehand and 
began blasting serves and fly kills into 
the "glass front mirror " (as Brumfield 
called it, - more on him later), and the 



margin began dissipating. A run of six 
points carried her to a 16-14 lead, 
which she held at 19-17 and 20-18 . 

Shannon did her best to slow the 
juggernaut down, with a time out at 
16-14, but this was beginning to 
become Steding 's game. Finally, on 
game point , it was Wright with the 
crucial error, hitting herself with a drive 
attempt down the right wall and forcing 
the tie-breaker . Shannon started fast in 
the third, jumping to a 3-0 lead , but she 
was unable to hold it. Steding tallied six 
in a row in the third inning for a 6-3 
advantage which she never 
relinquished , although Wright did close 
to within one at 6-5 . At 9-6 Wr ight used 
her final time out, but it was not 
effective as the irrepressible Peg took 
game and match 11-6 . · 

The big story in the men 's division was 
Jay Jones ' upset win over Char lie 
Brumfield in the round of 16. Nice guy 
Jones, complete with static in his ear , 
just outplayed the perplexed former 
number one . 

Brumfield, who has been complaining 
about glass all season, found the front 
wall, plus the altitude 's livening effect 
on the balls too much to overcome 
mentally. 

Jones, on the other hand , sensed the 
upper hand, and virtually ignored the 
glass, went out and played superior 
racquetball . The scores were close 
21-17, 21-18 , and Brumfield was never 
out of either game , - in fact he held 
leads in both. 

The Brum held a 13-10 all the way to 
17-14 before Jones ' steady play wilted 
the lead until it was gone . In fact , 
Brumfield had seen his last po int of the 
first game at 17. 

A record was set beginning the second 
game, - neither player was able to 
score until the eighth inning , making 
seven innings the longest stretch this 
season with neither player scoring . 

Jones and Brumfield traded points 
throughout the first two-thirds of the 
game, trading leads , back and forth, 
playing some good, solid racquetball. 
The key inning was the 18th when 
Jones, down 10-13 tallied eight straight 
unanswered points. Brumfield 
struggled from there, using every 
means possible and did close to within 
18-19. 

Two upsets in one day was the order for Jones as he begins to cover a Richard Wagner forehand in 
their quarter-final match . Five hours earlier Jay had defeated Charlie Brumf ield. 

An exasp erate d Hile ch er lays pro ne on the floor a~er a divi~g rally against Bledsoe_;n the quarters. It 
was an impr essi ve win for Davey as the sp ectators behind the front wall p eer m. 
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But Jay got the serve and scored twice 
to eliminate Charlie in Jones' biggest 
career win to date . 

The game 's two hardest hitters , Hogan 
and Bledsoe , paired up in the upper . 
bracket semi-final with Hogan winning 
an easy victory in the first game. Six of 
his first 11 points were aces and points 
13-16 were Bledsoe errors which 
Hogan followed up with two more aces , 
the best being a Z to the right which 
Davey never saw. 

But Bledsoe eliminated the errors that 
cost him much of the first and settled 
down in the second . His game plan 
seemed to be to give Hogan some of 
his own medicine making the rallies 
short , the serves hard and the air 
electric. 

But Davey should have known better . 
Hogan thrives on the power game and 
he showed it here tak ing a 13-6 lead 
and holding off a late Bledsoe rally, for 

Hogan blis ters a serve aga inst Keeley in the quarters. Note how Keeley strams for vision on the 
service return. 

the 21-17 match win . :...---

Jones , who topped Richard Wagner in 
the quarters , next found himself 
agains t Craig McCoy who was making 
his third straight trip to the semi '.s . 
Game one was typical McCoy , he was 
slow motion, with the appearance of 
indifference . Jones was anything but 
indifferent ; with concentrat ion being his 
strong su it and the score of the first 
showed it 21-5 for Jay . 

Somebody lit the firecracker under 
McCoy in the second , however , for he 
was a totally different player . Serving 
hard, running and showing some 
concern for the outcome , McCoy 
turned the tables completely. After the 
early stages his smallest lead was 
seven points , with six aces to his credit. 
Jones never knew what hit him , 21-10 . 

The tie-breaker continued the McCoy 
pattern of poor first game and 
devastating last two. Every match he 
played except the final loss against 
Hogan went to the tie-breaker and his 
opponents averaged only five in those. 

Jones was average . Craig jumped to 
4-1 , extended to 8-2 and held on for the 
11-5 win . 

Three of the four men 's quarter-final 
matches went three games 
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-_,. .... 

Note how low McCoy bends as he pr ep ares to shoot a reverse p inch into the front right corne r in his 
quart er -final win over Strandem o. 



(two-and-a-half if you're a purist) and 
the only one that didn 't was still a 
beauty. 

That was Hogan 's defeat of Keeley, as 
Marty finally got a crack at Steve , 
whose inflated knee forced him to 
withdraw from their previously 
scheduled meeting in Houston . And of 
all the matches Hogan played this 
weekend, the w in over Keeley was the 
toughest. 

Using his concentration powers to their 
hilt, Keeley managed to stay close in 
the first game, and was a threat to win it 
until the very end, - that's when Hogan 
really cranked it up. And when he did , 
he left Keeley scurrying in back court 
desperately trying to get a racquet on 
the ball. 

The first game was 21-18 and Hogan 
kept right on going in the second for a 
more routine 21-13 win . 

As mentioned , all of the other 
quarter-final matches went three 
games, an indication of the balance 
among the other players , excepting 
Hogan. 

Brumfield "s awkward -looking retrieve is typical of the match as Jones (1.) controlled the pace and 
the action of their round of 16"er. 

A cough round of 16 match found Steve Serot, 
here shooting his forehand, going down to 

Keeley who prepares to cover . 

The best of the three was probably 
Bledsoe 's close win over Jerry Hi lecher 
9-21, 21-19 , 11-8 . 

The first went to Jerry easy , and as 
we 'll see actually was a shorter game 
than the tie-breaker. From a tie at 4-all, 
Hilecher ran 14 points in the next three 
innings to Bledsoe's single score and 
he ran out easily. 

Game two was a trading affair early, 
with Bledsoe taking the lead mid-way 
through and extending it to 19-10. 

Hilecher then made a belated move 
that almost turned into a match win, 
scoring twice in the 17th inning, twice 
more in the 18th and five times in the 
20th to make it 19-20 . But here his 
string ran out, and Bledsoe tallied the 
21st to send the match to the 
tie-breaker . 

It was serve and shoot racquetball at its 
best. Again the two players traded 
points to 6-all where Davey ran four to 
reach 10, but it was there he was put on 
hold . 

Five times Hi lecher held but in the five 
innings he was only able to score twice 
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Wright has p osition and a fore hand set up as she goes for the bottom board against Sted ing in the finals . 

and finally, on an ace which cracked at 
the left corner, Bledsoe took the match 
and a trip to the semi-finals. 

The only close game McCoy and 
Strandemo had was their tie-breaker . 
Steve was sharp and moving well in the 
first and the usual McCoy 
lacklusterness in the same game 
caused a 21-9 Strandy win. 

Big innings were the name of the 
second game , for as sharp as 
Strandemo was in the first , he was that 
dull' in the second . Eight , five and six 
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point innings sewed up the win for 
McCoy despite time outs by 
Strandemo at every opportune 
moment. 

It appeared that Strandemo tired and 
the 19-year-old McCoy was hardly 
tired, for he had hardly worked. Craig 
jumped to a 6-0 lead in the half-game 
and Strandemo jumped right back with 
five of his own . Finally McCoy applied 
his last rush from 9-6, a Strandemo 
time out at 10-6 only wasted t ime. 

Match point came moments later in the 
strangest of manners, - an avo idable 
hinder against Strandemo, who wa lked 

directly in front of McCoy as he set up 
for a backhand kill. The call was made 
by referee Chuck Leve , the U.S.R .A.'s 
National Director and was not 
contested by Strandemo . 

Wagner and Jones met in the fourth 
quarter-final match with Jay never 
trailing in the first game . What was 
impress ive about Jones ' play was his 
ability to be " up" and at full 
concentration only hours after 
upsett ing Brumfield. It' s so difficult in 
pro sports to reach the emotiona l high 
after such a stir ring win . 



Kathy Williams goes for the throat as she and 
Peggy Steding are introd uced pr ior to their 
semi-final encounter. Steding wasn't Intimidated 
and scored an easy win. 

It was obvious that Jones had it and his 
21-13 first game win over Wagner 
proved the point. 

The second game found Wagner up to 
the task of temporar ily sav ing his 
tournament life. If you 're go ing to get 
hot, get hot in the crucial periods and 
Wagner did it in game two , bolting from 
a 15-all tie to a 21-15 win in two innings . 

"I couldn 't wait around any longer ," 
said Wagner . "My only chanc e was to 
move and move fast." 

He wasn 't fast enough in the 
tie-breaker, although he sure looked 

I 

I 

-
., 

Marr iott rolls out a backhand kill in the semi's as Wright is caught out of pos ition, -one of the few times 
that happened . 
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Seamco's National Sales Manager Bob Coate 
(r.) and N. R. C. ·s Nat ional Director Chuck Leve 

discuss the ways of the world dur ing an 
intermission in the action. 

good. Unfortunately for Richard, he got 
stuck on seven, which in this case was 
not a lucky number. 

His 7-3 lead became7-4 , then 7-5 and 
then 7-8, unt il finally it became 7-11, 
again not the kind you want. Jones had 
the 11, as the 15th seed cont inued his 
run upwards , entering the semi-f inals . 

As has been the case virtually all 
season , Steding and Wright have 
rarely been pressed by any of the other 
top players in the ladies division . It was 
true again in Denver where Steding 

Front wall glass. - In all it's splend or! As 
photograph er Doug Panetta peer s in over 

Jones · shoulder (note the ball there) you can get 
an ide a of what it's like to play into a sea of 

peop le. 
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ousted Williams 14 and 8 , while Wright 
did away with Marriott 12 and 11 . 

It appears that just as Hogan is playing 
a pace slightly above the rest of the 
men 's field , so too are Steding and 
Wr ight playing a higher pace than are 
the other ga ls. 

The quarters? Same story w ith only 
Jean Sauser scoring as many as 12 
points aga inst any top four oppon ent , 
this time Marriott 21 -7, 21-12 . Jenny 
Hard ing manag ed 11 and 10 aga inst 
Wright ; and Camille McCarthy never 
was in her 21 -3, 21-6 loss to Sted ing. 

Women 's Profess ional (First Round) : Peggy 
Sted1ng def. Nancy Gerou 21-5, 21-4; Camille 
McC arthy def. Jan Pasternak 21 -12, 8-2 1, 11-1 o; 
Jennifer Harding def. Charlene Thompson 2 1-1, 
21 -1; Kalhy Williams def. Carolyn Smith 21 -1, 
2 1-3 ; Janell Marr iott def. Brenda Jeffe rs 21-3 , 
21-9 : Jean Sauser def. Donna Noguch i 21-11 , 
2 1-6 ; Sue Carow def. Vicki Panzer i, forfe it : 
Sha nnon Wright def. Janice Brown 21-0 , 21-2 

(Quarter-finals) : Sted ing def. McCarthy 21-3 , 
21-6 ; Williams def. Harding 2 1-11 , 21-1 0; 
Marriott def. Sauser 21-7 , 21-12 ; Wright def. 
Carow 2 1-10, 21-7. 

(Semi-f inals) : Sted1ng def. Williams 21-14 , 2 1-8 : 
Wr ight def. Marr iott 21-12 , 2 1-11. 

(Championship): Steding de f. Wright 5-2 1, 
21-18 , 11-6 . 



March of Dimes poster child Julie Farrar is all 
smiles as she accepts a check for $2,000 from 
Denver Sport ing House owner Rick Schliebe 

(1.) and tournament d,rector Bill Fay. 

N.R.C.'s Pres,dent Bob Kendler listens to 
another Charlie Brumfield dissertat ion . "Now , 
Bob, let me tell you about front wall glass!" ' 

Men's Professional {Preliminary Round) : 
Gerald Johnson def. Ashley Houser 21-6, 21-11 : 
David Blackford def. Jim Scholz 21 -3, 21-7: 
Monte Huber def. Keith Ball 21-3, 21-0 ; Don 
Thomas def. Ed Crea gh, forfeit ; Jim Owen def. 
Mark Sanford 21-7, 21-6; Gary Mazaroff def. 
Harold Lujan 17-21, 21-20 , 11-9. 

(Second Round): Marty Hogan def. David 
Rippetoe 21-19 , 21-1 ; Charlie Rish def . Randy 
Stafford 21-12, 14-21, 11-8 : Steve Serot def. 
Johnson 21-4, 21-16; Steve Keeley def. 
Blackford 21-11, 21-16: Jerry Hileche r def. Kent 
Taylor 21-5 , 21-5 ; Bill Schmidtke def. Steve 
Mondry, forfeit ; Mark Mor row def . Mark Hegg 
21-14, 21-13 ; Davey Bledsoe def. Joh n 
O'Connor 21-6, 21-7; Steve Strandemo def. 
Dixon Elliott 21-1, 21-4 ; Steve Cha se def. Gil 
Schmitt, forfeit ; John Lynch def. Huber 21-1 O, 
4-21, 11-4; Craig McCoy def. Thomas 21-12, 
21-9; Richard Wagn er def. Owen 21-16 , 21-11 ; 
Ben Koltun def. Mazarofl 21-10 , 21 -18; Jay 
Jones def. Terry Fancher 21-17 , 21-20 ; Charlie 
Brumfield def. Gary Garri son 21-1 , 21-7 . 

(Third Round): Hogan def. Rish 14-21, 21-7, 
11-4; Keeley def. Serot 21-16 , 12-21 , 11-6 ; 
Hilecher def. Schmidtke 21-7, 21-11 ; Bledsoe 
def. Morrow 11-21 , 21-1 O, 11-5 ; Strandemo def. 
Chase 21-19 , 21-16 ; McCoy def. Lynch 14-21, 
21-8, 11-4; Wagne r def. Koltun 16-21 , 21-8 , 
11-4; Jones def. Brumfield 21-13, 15-21 , 11-7. 

(Quarter-finals): Hogan def. Keeley 21-18, 
21-13; Bledsoe def. Hilecher 9-21 , 21-19, 11-8 ; 
McCoy def. Strandemo 9-21 , 21-6 , 11-6; Jones 
def. Wagner 21-13, 15-21 , 11-7. 

(Semi-finals) : Hogan def. Bledsoe 21 -11, 21-17 ; 
McCoy def. Jones 5-21, 21-10, 11-5 

(Championship) : Hogan def. McCoy 21-10 , 
21-4. 

Bud Leach , pre siden t of Leach Industries , 
Shannon Wright enjoy the 
pre -match entertainment . 

l'Ar TO fHf 
CROE/1 01 

q l i! - THANK YOU 

NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT ... 
The March of Dimes filmed all of the 
final day action for possible future use 
in promot ions and fund raising , with the 
permission of the U.S.R.A ./N.R.C .. . . 
The event raised more than $2,000 for 
the Dimes . .. U.S.R.A. prez Bob 
Kendler took in the last two days of 
action along with son Richard and 
daughter Kip . . . Many, many thanks to 
Rick Schliebe, Ashley Houser , Dan 
Isaacson and the entire staff of 
wonderful people at the Denver 
Sporting House for all their unselfish 
help . They were super ... Big Bill Fay , 
tourney director did yeomans work 
auctioning off souven irs for the March 
of Dimes, controling the between 
games banter and generally see ing to it 
that everybody was having a good time 
... The Sporting House is easily the 
most complete and comfortable facility 

the tour has visited this season. Not to 
put a tarnish on any of the hosts this 
season, but the 13 courts, front wall 
glass, permanent, carpeted seating, 
built-in scoreboard in the upper back 
wall, runn ing track with electronic 
pacing lights, in-house physician for 
physical exams and carefully planned 
excercise programs individually 
monitored, elaborate exercise 
equipment with professional staffers , 
swimming pool with push button 
current , steam, sauna, and huge, 
walk-in whir lpool , plush locker rooms 
and we can 't even remember how 
much else . . . excellent crowds 
attended the matches with full houses 
the last three sessions ... nice to see 
Bud Leach and Charlie Drake from 
Leach Industries on hand . • 
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Brumfield (r.) and Serot met for the first time in a 
long Ume in the semi-finals . Here Charlie follows 

through with a forehand drive . 

But 
No 
Cigar 
Marty Hogan 's six month winning 
streak almost ended at the Seamco 
Leach pro tour stop in Chattanooga, -
but it didn't. Hogan was able to 
withstand a furious assault on his 
domination by none other than Charlie 
Brumfield, the man he replaced at the 
top of the ladder. 

After losing the first game , Hogan 
found himself down 17-13 in game two 
with the pressure and momentum 
building in Brumfie ld's favor. A victory 
for the Brum would tarnish Hogan 's 
rapidly solid ifying aura of invincibility. 

But Hogan re-gained service , and amid 
cries of "now 's the time , do it now, " 
proceeded to perform one of the most 
amazing feats of pressure racquetball 
ever seen. 

Three consecutive serves went for 
untouched aces , a Z to the forehand 
right, a power drive to the backhand left 
and another Z to the right. Finally 
Brumfield re-gained the serve at 17-16 , 
only to have his serve rolled out by a 
booming Hogan backhand. 

Coming in at 16-17 , Hogan continued 
his barrage . A forehand roll out off a 
weak serve return tied the game at 17. 
Another ace on a Z to the right got him 
the lead, which was followed by still 
another ace on a power drive into the 
deep left corner . At 19-17, a Brumfield 

avoidable hinder gave Hogan 20 and 
the game was won by the irrepress ible 
Hogan with another ace, a Z to the 
forehand that Brumfield never touched . 

Eight straight points , six aces and the 
match went to the tie-breaker. 

Here there was no domination, only 
good , hard , work on both player 's part . 
The game was tied at 2, 4, 7, 8 and 9 
and it was Brumfield who held the big 
serve, tallying aces for points 4, 5, 7 
and 8, most of them coming on crack 
serves just behind the short line to the 
left . 

But at 9-all Hogan served his final ace 
of the match , a drive to the backhand 
corner , - and Brumfield never moved, -
the ultimate shot. Match point came 
seconds later on a forehand kill into the 
right corner. 

Game one was a beauty , with 
Brumfield bolting to a 12-6 advantage , 
taking his time , pacing himself and the 
match and giving Hogan plenty of time 
to think about each shot . But Hogan 
roared back to tie at 12 and from there 
the players traded points to 18-all , 
19-all and a Brumfield kill into the right 
corner made it 20-19. The game went 
to Charlie on a mass ive Hogan mis-hit , 
a forehand skip ball that erred by at 
least 15 feet. 

The match still held inspirat ion for the 
frustrated Brumfield who had been off 
his game for months . The second place 
finish was a tremendous rebound from 
his round of 16 loss in Denver , and he 
served notice that he will be a force to 
reckon with in the last quarter of the 
season . 

As for Hogan, he had two other tough 
matches , winning in three against 
Richard Wagner in the quarters , and 
barely squeezing by a fired up Ben 
Koltun in a rousing semi-final that had 
the fans on their feet. 

The younger , faster players generally 
play Hogan better than others on tour, 
and it was no surprise that the 
21-year-old Wagner and 19-year-old 
Koltun gave Hogan a difficult time. 

Koltun dropped behind early in the first 
game with the explosive number one 
player , but a stirring comeback from 
7-14 to 15-16 put him back in the game . 
And as he did against Brumfield , 
Hogan geared up and moved on to 
warp-n ine. 

Of his last four points , three were aces , 
- a drive to the left for 18, and perfect 
drive down the right line for 19, a kill 
shot for 20 and left crack ace for the 
game . 

Such a domination of play would have 
disheartened many a foe, but the gutsy 
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Wagner stretches for a backhand down-the-line -,,.,i\iiF ,-~.,.. ·- - ,:,. 
shot against Hogan in their exciting quarter-final 

match, won by Hogan in three . 

Koltun stuck in the second, holding on 
despite Hogan leads of 12-7, and 
19-14. An ace of his own made 15, a 
beautiful backhand left corner kill made 
16, and two Hogan errors made the 
scoreboard 18-19 . One more 
backhand kill tied the game at 19, but 
Hogan regained the serve on a 
forehand kill attempt that turned into a 
pass down the right. 

Marty tallied 20 and couldn 't get the big 
one first time in, but Koltun did reach 20 
tying the game at match /game point. 
With underdog Koltun the clear gallery 
favor ite, the two St. Louis youngsters 
traded rallies four times, with neither 
being able to capture the elusive 21st 
point. 

Finally, much to the dismay of the 
partisan crowd , most of whom were 
hoping for a tiebreaker , it was Hogan 
who captured the game and match, 
with a right corner forehand re-kill . 

Part of the reason the fans wanted the 
Hogan-Koltun encounter to be 
extended was the speed with which 
Brumfield took care of Steve Serot in 
the earlier semi-fina l. 

Serot , who had been playing his best 
ball of the season a day prior (knocking 
off Strandemo and Bledsoe) , was 
unable to muster any semblance of 
those performances against his 
age-old nemesis Brumfield . 

Steve never got into either game . After 
a 3-0 lead in the first, Brum took the 
advantage 4-3 , extended it to 8-3, 13-4 
and 16-6 before running out 21-8 . 
Superior control was the key , with 
Brumfield never allowing Serot to get 
his high powered retrieve and re-kill 
game into the flow of the match . 

Game two was even worse, with the 
match ender going only seven innings . 
Brumfield scored in bunches, two in the 
second , two in the third, three in the 
fourth, six in the fifth , four more in the 
sixth and the last four in the seventh, 
21-6 . 
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Another match -up unseen for many months was Keeley, her e shooting a backhand , agains t 
Brumfi eld . It was anybody 's match down to the wire . 

Uke all the good pros , Bledsoe 's point of contact 
is ankle high, as shown here in his quarter-final 
loss to Serot. 

Se rot took the loss philosophically. The 
tourney marked his first trip to the 
semi-finals since the Tournament of 
Champ ions in May of 1976. 

"One round at a time ," he remarked at 
dinner . "Progress is progress ." 

Another player mak ing progress is 
Steve Keeley, who for the third 
consecutive tour stop, played sharp , 
aggressive racquetball. He topped 
Denver 's surprise , Jay Jones in the 
16's and gave Brumfield all he could 
handle in their quarter-final match 
before bowing 11-21, 21-17 , 11-6 . 

The first game gave little evidence that 
Keeley could continue his trip along the 
difficult comeback trail. He immediately 
fell behind early (1-7 and 4-10) and 
then Brumfield with excellent control 
and shooting enlarged the advantage 
to 15-4 , then 20-4 , before Keeley tallied 
a few courtesy points for the 21-11 
final. 

Game two was interesting , almost 
funny . This time it was Keeley who 
bolted to the big Lead running 12 points 
over a three inning mid-game period to 
take a 17-7 upper hand, which he 
padded to 19-7. Brumfield had 
seeming ly given the game up, and 
Keeley noting this also eased up, - a 
near fatal mistake. 

Charlie scored five times in the 20th 
inning to reach 12-20 , and he added 
another five in the 21st for 17-20 before 
Keeley could re-group and tally the 
final point which sent the match into the 
tie-breaker. 

The tie-breaker held outstanding play 
with drama besides. Each player 
traded points and side outs , mainly 
side outs, for after eight frames it was 
still 2-all. Brumfield finally tallied the 
third point on an unforced Keeley 
ceiling ball error and Charlie added four 
more in the same inning for a 7-2 
advantage. 
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Keeley came back with two, and closed 
to within 8-6 when a Keeley error, a 
perfect pass down the right, and finally 
the patented Brumfield right corner kill 
for match point ended the battle . 

" It was a good match, " said Brumfield 
afterwards. "We were both tired, but 
we both were able to play, control 
racquetball . There was some 
struggling, but good entertainment. " 

Serot, the other comeback kid, met 
Bledsoe in the second quarter-final 
match after defeating Steve 
Strandemo in his round of 16 
encounter . It became a fast paced , 
shoot and retrieve match, with Serot 
taking two excellent games 21-19 , 
21-17. 

In the first both players traded points all 
the way through with ties at 10, 11, 13, 
and 17. At 17-all the points came a lot 
slower with Sero! hitting a wide V-pass 
for 18, and Bledsoe barely skipping in a 
forehand for 19. When Davey 
re-gained service he countered with a 
forehand right corner kill for 18-19 
before being put out. 

Four innings later with the score 20-19 , 
Serot finally grabbed game point with a 
backhand kill into the right corner, his 
fifth attempt at elusive 21. 

After an early lead in the second , 
Bledsoe trailed most of the way, falling 
behind 7-9, 10-14 , and 11-17 . Again he 
held Sero! at 20 four times, but this time 
Davey was unable to string the needed 
points together , as Steve took the 
match on a Bledsoe backhand error off 
a medium drive serve down the left 
wall. 

The most exciting and well played 
quarter-final match was Hogan 's 
defeat of Wagner , one of the few 
players Marty takes seriously on the 
court. Game one was not serious, 
however, as Wagner never picked up 
the Hogan pace , fell behind early and 
succumbed meekly 21-3 . 

The determined San Diegan hung in , 
kept to his game plan of slowing the 
play down, taking his shots when they 
presented themselves, and playing 
deeper than usual against the powerful 
Hogan . The result was a frustrated 
Hogan and a victorious Wagner in the 
second game 21-15 . 

The tie-breaker saw some sparks fly. 
Hogan rushed to the immediate lead, 
blasting away at every ball , causing the 
fans to almost laugh in disbelief at the 
power. At 4-0 the frustration finally got 
to Wagner and he drew a technical foul 
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from referee Terry Fancher , the 
U.S.R .A.'s National Coordinator, for 
excessively striking the ball after the 
rally. 

When the score reached 7 to negative 
one, the gallery became hushed with 
apprehension of see ing the first 
negative final score in pro ball history. It 
was not to be, though, as Wagner 
tallied twice in the next frame to both 
avert negativism and the donut. But 
Rich couldn 't come all the way back 
and Hogan held on for the 11-4 victory . 

"I knew I couldn 't shut him out ." said 
Hogan . "I thought he'd get three or four 
points in the tie-breaker ." 

The last quarter-final match was hardly 
a match . Ben Koltun , coming out of the 
difficult number 12 seed , stopped Jerry 
Hilecher in his 16's match and ran u~ 
against the tour 's most improved 
player , southpaw Craig McCoy . 

McCoy , who had looked good topping 
John Lynch in the 16's looked awful 
against the quick and hot-shooting 
Koltun. In fact , Craig never got into 
either game , with Ben taking the match 
21-8, 21-7. 

The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga 's 
Jim Morgan does what he did so much of the 
week, cal/Ing players to their match . 

-

Tournament floor manager John Chew (1.) scratches his noggin while taking adv ice from Joe Gibb s, 
who won the Seniors and placed fourth in the Amateur Open . 



Steding retrieves a Wright shot and puts in back up to the ceiling in Shannon's win in Chattanooga . 

In the women 's division , the fina l 
match, as usual came down to Peggy 
Steding and Shannon Wright , as 
Steding continues her attempt to hold 
off her rapidly improving closest rival. 

However , this time it was all Wright. 
Serving tough Z serves to the forehand 
side and shooting well , Shannon 
completely dominated Peg in game 
one, taking leads of 5-0 , 13-4 , and 16-6 
before easing up for the 21-12 win . 

"My mistake in Denver was beating 
her so bad the first game ," said 
Shannon . " I was determined here to 
ease up if I could and save myself for 
the second game ." 

That one was much closer , with ties at 
4, 5, 1 O and 11 before Wright took a 
meager three point, 15-12 lead , which 
she held to 18-15 . Even a broken ball, 
which nullified a 19th point on an ace , 
couldn't stop her , and she ran out on 
Steding the same inning for the 21-15 
final score . 

Wright played dominant racquetball all 
weekend , a factor which spells trouble 
for the other ladies . Her game 's full 
evolution from control to power and 
kills has left many of her counter parts 
a notch behind. 

One such left behind was Kathy 
Williams who was unable to muster any 
threat at all in her semi-final loss to 
Shannon 21-7, 21-8. Both games were 
nearly identical, as Williams tried 
everything, including time outs to stop 

...... -
the flow of Wright points . At 14-4 in the 
first game a time out did no good , with 
the same result at 14-5 in the second . 

"I can 't relax ," said Williams . "I keep 
rushing my shots instead of waiting for 
the ball to get to me. I see an 
opportunity and I'm not patient 
enough ." 

Somebody who was too patient was 
Janell Marriott and it cost her at least a 
game and maybe the match in her 
semi-final battle with Steding, won by 
Peggy 21-11, 21-20. 

After ties at 5 and 7 in the first game a 
huge 12 point inning by Steding gave 
her command of the game . Marriott 
rallied to 10-14 but that was as close as 
she got as Steding kept the pressure 
on and took the game . 

The second game was marked by good 
and bad play on the part of both 
players, with Marriott missin~ key s~ots 
down the stretch allowing a big Steding 
comeback . 

Janell sprinted from the start ing gate 
with 6-0, 8-2, and 15-6 leads that had 
the fans sitting back waiting for the 
tie-breaker . Marriott also sat back and 
waited, a critical mistake . 

Peggy tallied six times in the eighth 
inning, stopped barely by a Marriott 
time out at 11-15. But Janell countered 
with three of her own for a 18-12 lead , 
and everything was still seemingly in 
hand . 

But Steding kept coming with four 
points two innings later to close to 
w ithin 16-19 when a Marriott forehand 
error made it 17-19 . Janell was able to 
put the side out and a Steding 
backhand skip ball gave Janell 20, 
serving for the game. But the Salt Lake 
City native was unable to put it aw~y, 
and Steding added two forehand kills 
and a Marriott whiff-error to tie it at 
20-all. Match point was next, - another 
Marriott error with her forehand on an 
actual set-up . 

"I got careless ," said Janell. "I was 
thinking about what serves to hit in the 
tie-breaker before I ever got there ... 

Only one ladies quarter-final was 
competitive, Sue Carow's three game 
loss to Marriott . The dynamic lllinoian 
captured the first 21-17, but was 
unable to put another one with it, losing 
the next two 21-7, 11-3. 

None of the other quarter-final losers 
were able to put enough pressure on 
their opponents to make it close. 
Steding ousted Sarah Green 21-8 , 
21-6 Williams topped Jean Sauser 
21-11 , 21-12, and Wright stopped Rita 
Hoff 21-8 , 21-12 . 

Hoff and Green had impressive round 
of 16 wins, with Rita besting Camille 
McCarthy 21-8, 21-11 while Sarah 
eliminated Jan Pasternak 21-7, 21-11. 
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Men's Pro (First Round): Gary Zetrouer def . Bo 
Champayne 8-21, 21-15 , 11-6: Denny Frye def. 
Jeff ~einer 21-12, 21-16 ; James Kasay def. Rich 
Stevens, forieit ; Steve Mondry def . Bob Owens, 
forieit ; Gary Stephens def . Percy Philman 21-12, 
21-8; Howard Solomon def. Mike Clegg 21-15, 
4-21, 11-3; Jerry Zuckerman def Jesse Valera 
21-3, 21-11: Dennis Kottkamp def. Gary Brown 
21-19 , 21-9. 

(Second Round): Marty Hogan def. John Chew 
21-6, 21-15; Terry Fancher def. David Fleetwood 
16-21, 21-16, 11-1 O; Zetrouer def . Mike Zeilman, 
forieit; Richard Wagner def. Frye 21-6 , 21-4 ; 
Jerry Hilecher def. Kasay 21-8 , 21-4; Ben Koltun 
def . Johnny Hennon 21-8 , 21-19; John Lynch 
def . Mondry 21-16 , 21-13 ; Craig McCoy def . Jim 
Lane 21-6 , 21-3 ; Davey Bledsoe def. Ron York 
21-9, 21-2; Mark Morrow def . Randy Stafford 
21-12, 21-19 ; Steve Serotdef. Stephens21-10, 
21-9 ; Steve Strandemo def . Gil Schmitt 21-7, 
21-10 ; Steve Keeley def. Solomon 21-2, 21-1 O; 
Jay Jones def. Zuckerman 21-17, 21-4; Charlie 
Rish def. Bill Schmidtke 21-16 , 21-15 ; Charlie 
Brumfield def . Kottkamp 21-2, 21-3 . 

(Third Round): Hogan def . Fancher 21-10 , 
21-12; Wagner def. Zetrouer 21-1, 21-1 : Koltun 
def. Hilecher 21-19, 20-21, 11-3; McCoy def. 
Lynch 21-14 , 15-21, 11-0; Bledsoe def. Morrow 
21-4, 17-21, 11-3; Serot def. Strandemo 16-21, 
21-17, 11-5; Keeley def . Jones 17-21, 21-13, 
11-9; Brumfield def. Rish 21-4 , 21-7 . 

(Quarter-finals): Hogan def. Wagner 21-3, 
15-21, 11-4; Koltun def. McCoy 21-8, 21-7 ; Se rot 
def. Bledsoe 21-19, 21-17 ; Brumfield def . Keeley 

, 21-11 , 17-21, 11-6. 

(Semi-finals): Hogan def . Koltun 21-16 , 21-20 ; 
Brumfield pef . Serot 21-8 , 21-6. 

(Championship): Hogan def . Brumf ield 19-21, 
21-17, 11-9. 

Women's Pro (First Round): Peggy Stedlng, 
Shannon Wright , Kathy Williams, byes ; Sarah 
Green def. Jan Pasternak 21-7, 21-1 1 ; Sue 
Carow def . Donna Noguchi 21-7, 21-4; Janell 
Marriott def. Goldie Hogan 21-11, 21-3; Jean 
Sauser def. Nancy Hornack21-3, 21-6 ; Rita Hoff 
def. Camille McCarthy 21-8, 21-11. 

(Quarter-finals): Steding def. Green 21-8, 21-6 ; 
Marriott def . Carow 17-21, 21-7, 11-3; Williams 
def. Sauser 21-11, 21-12; Wright def . Hoff 21-8, 
21-12. 

(Semi-finals): Steding def. Marriott 21-11, 
21-20 ; Wright def. Williams 21-7, 21-8 . 

(Championship) : Wright def . Steding 21-12 , 
21-15 . 
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NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT ... 

Hats off to Alex Guerry, the man most 
instrumental in bringing the 
tournament to !'Chattanooga at the 
beautiful University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga DeSales Harrision 
Racquetball Complex ... Alex, his wife 
Millie and daughter Chappel provided 
most of the players with a fun party with 
food, drink and entertainment on 
Friday evening after the quarter-finals, 
-a good time was had by all. Toughest 
part was navigating Lookout Mountain, 
at the top of which the Guerry 
residence is located ... Hats off to Jim 
Morgan, John Chew, Mary Vandergriff 
and Dr. Charles Temple for their efforts 
and hard work in putting the 
tournament on . . . Newspaper 
coverage was the best of any tour stop 
to date , with full pages three straight 
days, including color photos in the 
Chattanooga Free-Press .. . Seamco 
Sporting Goods conducted a testing 
session on Sunday morning, using 
men and lady professionals to test a 
variety of ball compounds. Also 
measured was ball speed, with Marty 
Hogan's 142 miles per hour topping the 
next hardest hitter by over 30 miles an 
hour ... Seamco's president Al Mackie 
and national sales manager Bob Coate 
were on hand to take in the· play and the 
testing, which was conducted by a 
group from Georgia Tech ... 
Hospitality was very good with players 
receiving bagged lunches and 
Gatorade for three days .. . Thanks to 
Johnny Hennon, Chattanooga's 
number one , for his refereeing and line 
judging help, along with Denny Fry, 

Dennis Kottkamp and all the many 
others who helped out ... Five state 
chairmen of the U.S.R.A. were on 
hand, including Jim Lane (Florida), 
Wayne Vincent (Georgia), Jerry 
O'Neal (Alabama), Gil Schmitt 
(Michigan) and Ron York (Missouri), 
and they all rolled up their sleeves to 
help . . . Tough round of 16 matches 
found some players losing earlier than 
usual , - Hilecher to Koltun 21-19, 
20-21, 11-3 ; Strandemo to Serot 
16-21 , 21-17 , 11-5; Jones to Keeley 
17-21, 21-13, 11-9; Lynch to McCoy 
21-14, 15-21, 21-0 (the first tie-breaker 
donut on the men 's tour this season); 
and Mark Morrow to Bledsoe 21-4, 
17-21 , 11-3 ... Unseeded Percy 
Philman captured the Men's Amateur 
Open 21-15, 12-21 , 11-7 over 11th 
seed John Dunlap . . . Joe Gibbs won 
the seniors 21-15, 21-10 over O'Neal 
and also took third in the open. Tom 
Cannon won third in the seniors . . . Hoff 
captured the ladies amateur division, 
stopping Donna Noguchi in the finals 
21-11 , 21-20. Nancy Hornack stopped 
Goldie Hogan for third 21-16, 21-16 ... 
A no-show by Mike Zeitman in the 
professional division created some 
imbalance and was regretted by all. . . • 
Best comeback in a long time was 
accomplished by Fancher who after 
being down 9-0 in the tie-breaker came 
back to defeat David Fleetwood 11-10 
to earn a crack at Hogan in the 16's . • · 
Veteran Bill Schmidtke took it on the 
chin from up and comer Charlie Rish, 
16 and 15, but Rish got his lesson from 
Brumfield in the next round. • 
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1972 National Champion 

Charlie Brumfield, LEACH Racquet 

1973 National Champion 
Charlie Brumfield, LEACH Racquet 

1974 National Champion 
Bill Schmidtke, LEACH Racquet 

1976 NRC National Champion 
Charlie Brumfield , LEACH Racquet 

1973 National Doubles Champions 
Charlie Brumfield & Steve Serot 
LEACH Racquets 

Official NRC Men's Pro Ranking 
as of January 1, 1977 
# 1 Marty Hogan, LEACH Racquet 
# 2 Charlie Brumfield, LEACH Racquet , 
./=5 Davey Bledsoe, LEACH Racquet 
#6 Rich Wagner, LEACH Racquet 
# 7 Mike Zeitman , LEACH Racquet 
;:g Steve Keeley, LEACH Racquet 

From this heritage of 
Championships, comes 
the newest champion, 

M Ill. 

For color brochure and further information on any of our products, please contact: 

c::: ,_, 

··-LEACH Industries, 5567 Kearny Villa Road, San Diego, California 92123 (714) 279-1000 
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