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Team Mexico breaks through 
at the Pan American Games 

Viva Mexico! 

INSIDE ... 
• Pan American Games 
• Junior Olympics 
• Choice U.S. OPEN Preview 
• Gathering of the Greatest 
• Pro Instruction, People 

U.S. Racquetball Association • 1685 West Uintah 
Colorado Springs, CO 80904-2906 

*****************************3-DJGJT &0& 
122899 

GEOFFREY E. PETERS 
3259 N CLIFTON AUE 
CHlCAGO 11 &8657-3318 

1,1111 ll11,, 11 .. ,1,1, I 111!1 ,II ml1111,lll1, 111 l,l,l, 111111111 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 

2352 
Denver, CO 

Add ress Service 
Requ ested 

For doubles victories, 
Mexico's Susana 

Acosta, Rosey Torres, 
Alvaro Beltran and 

Javier Moreno all 
took a turn on the 

Pan Am medal stand. 
In Singles, USA s 

Gudinas & Huczek 
brought home the 

gold ... see pg. 6 



INTRODUCING HEAD'S MOST POWERFUL TECHNOLOGICAL ACHIEVEMENT. 

The world's first string-bed energy return system! A specially formulated super 

thermo-polymer material, called HEAD ENERGY, is placed under the bumper 

guard and grommet area effectively suspending the entire string bed. Upon ball 

impact and deflection of the string bed , the revolutionary HEAD ENERGY 

material explodes back to its original shape during ball contact, creating an 

incredible "trampoline effect" for unprecedented ball acceleration . 
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HEAD engineers have done it again! This new power technology breakthrough 

creates more stiffness in the throat area of the racquet for unbelievable power 

on every shot . Molded tubes pass inside the throat completely eliminating 

lower exterior string holes for maximum stiffness . The result is an incredible 

increase in raw power. In addition, each Power Channel tube is wrapped in a 

special vibration dampening material. Since each of the 16 main strings pass 

through one of these tubes, a truly "built-in" vibration dampening system is created 

for the ultimate in comfort for all levels of play . 

MegaBlast String Pattern: 

HEAD's new string pattern offers the perfect solution for maximum power and 

superior shot making performance . All 16 main strings are lengthened in a 

unique extreme fan pattern while still keeping the "sweetspot" high up in the 

face of the frame, where most players strike the ball. In addition, HEAD's 

oversized grommets are featured throughout the frame allowing deep string 

deflection for ma ximum power. 
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HEAD has created the new benchma rk for power in racquetball racquets . 

The revolutionary new MegaBlast and Power Channels technologies are 

comb ined with Intel ligence X to produce the ultimate racquetball racquets . 

Ava ilable in two d ifferent weights, both frames are optimally balanced for 
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max imum performance . MegaBlast, a power revolution! 
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The event's opening ceremonies were already 
weeks past our deadline, but the Pan American 
Games were well worth waiting for ... not only 
for the four-years between them , but for the 
excitement and surprise that they held for the 
sport. You can see it on this issue's cover, hear it 
from anyone who attended, and feel it from the 
daily website reports that supplement the story 
that begins on page six. 

We learned that the Dominican Republic in 
August was gruelingly "tropical ," but the new 
venue was spectacular. We saw many household 

names among the athletes , but followed results that logged upset 
after upset, and produced standout career performances across the 
board . The U.S. was challenged in a way that often motivates them 
to bounce back even stronger than before; other countries closed a 
gap that - up to now - had seemed insurmountable. Top coaches 
took their skills on the road to share the wealth of their knowledge, 
and the internatonal playing field leveled so much so that it's now 
anyone's game, at any time. Top-flight, hard-fought competition is 
precisely what "sport" is all about, and racquetball offered up its fair 
share at the largest and most prestigious multi-sport international 
event in its lineup. Sure ... it wasn't the Olympics , but it was defi­
nitely the next best thing. 

But back at home, while those very Games were being played, the 
U.S. Olympic Committee Reform Act being deliberated by the 
House and Senate threatened to omit the "Pan Am only" sports 
(those that only have Pan Am status, but are not yet included in the 
Olympic Games) from the USOC's mission. Simply put, the 
approval of bills that do not specifically include references to Pan 
Am only sports (seven, including racquetball) threatens to disen­
franchise these sports, athletes and their national governing bodies. 
Since the USOC is the USRA's largest sponsor, the impact of such a 
move could be devastating. At press time , the results of lobbying 
efforts to address the situation were not known, but we'll continue 
to monitor the issue and update the websites as news is released. 

So what is it about curling that makes it an Olympic Sport, but not 
bowling? Alpine skiing, but not water skiing? TaeKwonDo and 
Judo, but not Karate? Baseball, but not softball? Figure Skating and 
Ice Hockey, but not Roller Sports? And Tennis, Badminton and 
Table Tennis, but not Squash and Racquetball? Each of the "have 
not" sports that was fielded at the 2003 Pan American Games, and 
all of the athletes who competed in them were treated equally, 
without regard for the marginal distinctions that exist at the 
Olympic level. They trained as hard as anyone, and struggled for 
their countries, never stopping to entertain the notion their sport 
was less worthy than any other. 

Could we really be viewed as second rate? I don't see it. But the fact 
remains that, right now, the state of racquetball can't just be about 
our national pride ... it's a great deal more far-reaching than that. 
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.. . on the cover ... Mexican Doubles 
Teams took the Pan Ams by storm, with a 
debut victory for Susana Acosta and Rosy 
Torres and a second win for current World 
champs Alvaro Beltran and Javier Moreno . 
Photo: courtesy Federacion Mexicano de 
Raquetbol. Fotografias © 2003 
Deporte.gob.mx and www.fmr.org .mx 
... this page ... USA's Jack Huczek (upper 
left) and Cheryl Gudinas (below right) 
capped successful seasons with Pan Am 
gold medals. Also shown L-R: Kim Russell 
and Rocky Carson. Team photo: Getty 
Images. PACQUETBAll 5 
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Moving Forward 
I think we are at a turning point in 
racquetball. I have seen the high and 
low points in our great sport and truly 
feel we are in for an upturn. The recent 
fundraising efforts of my friend, Randy 
Stafford, and the upcoming USRA 
Summit are big steps in the right direc­
tion . I want to offer my full support to 
the USRA in its endeavors to grow and 
better the sport . 

I'm proud to be a part of the Legends 
Tour "Play Hard and Have Fun" Junior 

hmmm ... who 'dat - II? 
Still close after all these years ... Lifetime 
chums Ruben Gonzalez and Russ 
Mannino may be separated by an entire 
continent, but they gladly (and success­
fully) teamed up at National Doubles in 
Minnesota to take the Men's 50+ title. 

PACQUETBAll 

Scholarship program. I'm also extremely 
excited to have my good friend and 
mentor, Dr. Steve Keeley, active in 
racquetball again. Keeley Wheeley, as I 
affectionately call him, is the best instruc­
tor in the histor y of the game. He's a 
genius on the court and a great asset to 
the game. 

We are a great community of racquet­
ball players - six million strong - and 
if we all pitch in we can take our sport 
to levels never even seen before. 
Racquetball has a glorious past and a 
great future ahead. I encourage all play­
ers to support the efforts of Randy and 
the USRA to lead our sport's resurgence. 

Marty Hogan • Chesterfield, MO 

Website Debut 
In follow up to the previous letter, Steve 
"Bo" Keeley [Dr .K] reports that the 
Legends Tour recently unveiled its new 
website at www.legendsrbtour.com and 
that organizers are seeking your reaction 
and suggestions. 

You'll find the tour 's 16-stop schedule, 
results, forum, current events, newslet­
ter, photo archives, and tips from Dr.K 
- plus photo archives that promise 
action shots of history 's best players, 
beginning this fall when a pro photog­
rapher covers the Fountain Valley event. 
Look for Dr.K's instructional tips on the 
site, which correspond with his new 
book "Racquetball for Smarties." Please 
direct your enthusiasm for the website 
to contactus@legendsrbtour.com . 
Steve 1180 11 Keeley• On the road again 

Just Say No 
to Ceiling Balls! 
If some of you are like me, you may 
dominate the local competition only to 
be squashed later when you enter a real 
tournament of any size. After analyz­
ing my game, I found that I was becom­
ing complacent in my game and 
therefore, was not aggressive enough 
when I needed to be. I became content 
to play the ceiling game, waiting for the 
perfect setup or mistake from my oppo­
nent . I estimated that 85% of my ceil-

nt readerforum 
ing shots were nothing more than lazy 
returns because I wasn't in position early 
enough or I was content to take the 
"safe" return versus going for a more 
aggressive offensive shot. 

I decided to change that strategy and 
mindset. I needed a way to make myself 
become more aggressive and shoot ALL 
shots when any opportunity presented 
itself. When playing with all my friends 
locally, I made a rule applicable just for 
me: Any ceiling shot I hit was an auto­
matic point for them (if serving) or a 
sideout for me. In this way, I would be 
forced to take an aggressive offensive 
shot rather than flick the ball back the 
ceiling . Having used this approach for 
two months now, I must say it has defi­
nitely improved my game! It has given 
me a whole new arsenal. 

So, if your game has stagnated like mine 
had, try adopting your own "No 
Ceiling" rule into your game with your 
local friends. 

Lenny Haney • Marietta, Georgia 

Correction 
In the USRA's [Intercollegiate] Record 
Book, the 1985 listing is shown as "no 
results available." That year's champi­
onship was played in Memphis, and 
MSU won. 

In fact, Memphis won every year from 
1976 in Urbana, Illinois until 1990 in 
Berkeley, California - 15 successive 
years, then in 2000 in Phoenix, and now 
2003 in Tempe for a total of 1 7 men's 
titles . In 30 years of Intercollegiate 
Racquetball, Memphis has won 1 7 titles, 
or an amazing 56.6%. 

Congratulations to all of those outstand­
ing young men who made this possible. 

Jack Fulton • Memphis, Tennessee 

In researching this correction, we not only 
found that the men's listing was incorrect, 
but the women's as well. Both sets of results 
have been changed to reflect the fact that 
MSU men and women have a long history 
of earning intercollegiate championship 
titles for their alma mater. - Editor. 

September - October 2003 
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Younger and Younger ... 
Generation Z! I took this picture of my daughters and 
later noticed they had my Racquetball Magazine. I thought 
it was too cute. Kirstyn is the one looking at the camera 
and Katelyn has the necklace on . They are twins and just 
turned two in June. 

OXL~~ 
The Olympic Xcel Program 

Urul,d States Olympic Committee 
P.O. Sol 2709 
l'lattsburi, • y 
1290l~U9 U.S.A. 
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John Dill • Keller, Texas 

Time to Recognize our Own ... 
Take part in recognizing outstanding athletes and contributors 

in our sport by nominating candidates for annual awards. 
Here's the rundown, and contact information, for each of the 

award opportunities that will be reviewed in committee during 
the fall and winter months . All program specifics are indexed 

onl ine at www .usra.org, under the "Sitepmap / lndex" heading. 

Nomination Timeline 
Award/ Recognition (period reviewed) . ........ Nomination Due 
Hall of Fame (career achievement) ............. October 1 
Sobek Contributor Award (current year) ...... . December 1 
[State] Presidential Award (current year) .. . ... . December 1 
Halverson Fair Play Award (current year) .. . . ... December 1 
Athletes/Year (current calendar year) .......... December 1 
Steding [Female Age Group AY] (ccy) ......... December 1 
Muehleisen [Male Age Group AY] (ccy) ... . . . . . December 1 
Junior Athletes of the Year (preceding 12 months) .. . . June 1 

Please take a moment to review the online details of each 
award and then direct any questions to the national office or 
designated committee chairs, shown below: 
National Office: Linda Mojer ..... .... . ... LMojer@usra.org 
Presidential Award : Kevin Joyce .. .... . .... KJoyce@usra.org 
Hall of Fame: Jim Easterling . .. .... djeasterling@earthlink.net 
Annual Awards: Jack Hughes . .. . . racquetballplus@attbi.com 
Junior Awards: John Ferguson ... .. . . ferguson85@attbi.com 

PRESORTED STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PLATTSBURGH, NY1 2901 
PERMfT #93 
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the third playing of a Pan Americ 
mes racquetball event, 2003 mar, 
first time that the U.S. did nots 

Id in every division. It was also t 
t year that someone other than a 

rican or a Canadian reached th 
al of any division at what has 
ome the sport 's most prestigious 

ternational competition. And a/th 
e U.S. may have walked away fro 

onto Domingo disappointed, it is h 
view two gold , three silver, and a 
nze medal as sub par. It just go 

ow that the world is catching up 
e U.S. on the hardwood. 

st ead of looking at it from the 
rspective that the U.S. didn't swee 
ery division, it might be better to 
as the year that other countries b 
rough. Argentina and Bolivia ear, 
ir first racquetball medals. For 

/ivia, it was one of only two meda 
e country earned in the entire 200 

an Ams. Mexico had never before 
ched a final at the Pan Ams, but 
de the most of it this year by 

nning both of the finals that they 
ached, to earn the first non-U.S. g 
edals in racquetball. Chile also 
doled, for only the second time in 

an Am competition. 

a pan run firs t for lllexico 
With only a handful of exceptions , the U.S. women's doubles teams have 
historically been considered a lock for bringing home a gold in interna­
tional competition . Since teaming up for the 2002 World Championships, 
Jackie Rice and Kim Russell hadn't lost a game, let alone a match. Even 
with other talented doubles teams on the rise, none had even come close 
to challenging the pair. But what was supposed to be a routine walk­
through for Rice and Russell took a downturn at the Pan Am final, when 
faced by the lefty-righty Mexican pair of Susana Acosta and Rosey Torres. 

Things had seemed to be rolling along for the reigning World Champs. As 
expected, they had come through their pool without losing a game and 
handily defeated Bolivia's Paola Nunez and Carola Santos in the semifina l 
of the medal round, 15-8, 15-3. 

At the same time , Acosta and Torres also seemed to be cruising comfort ­
ably, advancing undefeated in their pool, then winning back to back 
medal round playoffs to get to the final. First they dispatched Colombians 
Maria Gomez and Claud ia Ramirez, 15-1, 15-2, then defeated Josee 
Grand 'Maitre and Julie Neubauer of Canada, 15-13, 15-1 in the semifinal. 

In th eir final against the U.S., Acosta and Torres pressed from the outset, 
opening the first game with aggressive play that kept the match tight. The 
momentum went back and forth, with each team siding out repeatedly 
until tying it up at 6-6. Then, predictably, Rice and Russell found their 
groove and pulled away to win the first game, 15-8. 

But the second game took on a different tone as Acosta and Torres 
brought renewed energy, and jumped out to a 7-0 lead. The U.S. nearly 
caught up at 8-7, but that was as close as they would get. Mexico ran off 

.;­

J(o;ey Torres dodges a shot that partner Suzy 
Acosta is ready to pick up with her backhand. 

They're flanked by Russell (le~) and Rice. 

the last seven points of 
the game to force a 
tiebreaker, the first that 
Rice and Russell had 
ever experienced 
together. 

The U.S. didn't seem 
fazed as they went into 
the deciding third. Sure, 
it was the first breaker 
that they had faced 
together , but far from 
the first that either 
veteran had seen. 

As play began, Mexican 
fans thundered celebra­
tion in the stands, but it 
was quickly quieted 
when the U.S. took a 4-1 
lead, which th en 
stretched to 7-3. 

PACQUfTBAll 
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Alvaro Beltran leaps for a shot, while 
teammate Javier Moreno covers back 
court in their semifinal. They are 
flanked by Canada's Francois Viens 
(left) and Cory Osborne. 

That was when Mexican spectators launched a 
resurgence of support, and Acosta and Torres 
followed suit. They rolled off five straight points 
to take their first lead of the game at 8-7. Rice and 
Russell seemed a little surprised after the run, but 
settled back into the service box to score two 
straight points and gain a slight advantage . 

Acosta and Torres then reclaimed the service box, 
much to the delight of fans who could sense that 
something special was about to happen. And 
they weren't disappointed as Acosta and Torres 
closed out the match with a three point run to 
secure one of the biggest upsets in recent history, 
with a remarkable 11-9 victory. 

Repeat Performance 
From the outset, the men's doubles draw had 
seemed to be the most even playing field at the 
Pan Ams. As expected, the teams of top-seeded 
Ruben Gonzalez and Mike Guidry for the U.S. 
and Alvaro Beltran and Javier Moreno for Mexico 
were stand-outs, but many other talented teams 
in the draw were also in the hunt. 

Coming out of preliminary rounds, Gonzalez and 
Guidry, Beltran and Moreno, and Canadians 

September - October 2003 

Gonzalez Out Front 
At the opening ceremonies of the 14th Pan American Games in 
Santo Domingo, as the U.S. made their way into Juan Pablo 
Duarte Olympic Stadium in front of a capacity crowd, USA 
Racquetball's Ruben Gonzalez was walking out in front. In an 
unprecedented move, the U.S. put the first and second runners­
up in the flag bearer elections at the front of the procession, just 
behind elected flag bearer Carl Eichenlaub. The first row is 
usually reserved for U.S. delegation officials only. 

"It feels good. It's 
really great out of all 
of these athletes to be 
a finalist [for flag 
bearer]," Gonzalez 
said. "Just walking out 
there is great, but to 
be chosen to walk out 
front ... I was just 
overwhelmed ." 

Gonzalez, among the 
eldest competing 
athletes at the games, 
narrowly missed 
being elected flag bearer and finished first runner-up in the 
voting. The second runner-up was USA Shooting's John 
McNally. Ruben is pictured in the center of the shot [see larger 
view at www .racqmag .com]. Photo: Getty Images. 

PACQUfTBAll 7 
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Cory Osborne and Francois Viens all won their 
respective pools. But Gonzalez and Guidry had gone 
to tiebreakers before advancing, after slow starts saw 
th em drop their first game in each of their early 
matches. 

Heading into the medal rounds at the close of the 
week, the Mexican team seemed to be the hottest. 
They had outscored their opponents 60-16 during 
the pool play and continued on that tear in the 
main draw. They got past the tough Colombian 
team of Francisco and Juan Gomez, 15-4, 15-8 in 
the quarterfinals, then ousted the Canadians in the 
semifinals 15-3, 15-9, to move into the gold medal 
contest. 

While the Mexicans looked like the team to beat, 
the U.S. stepped up their game when the medal 
rounds began, defeating the Chilean team of Pablo 
Fajre and Sebastian Roesller 15-7, 15-9 [pictured 
above]. They then defeated pesky young Argentineans 
Daniel Maggi and Shai Manzuri, 15-14, 15-8. 

With that, the finals were set as a rematch of the 2003 
Tournament of the Americas, in which the U.S. had 
pulled out an 11-10 win over Mexico. Gonzalez and 
Guidry knew they couldn't rest on that April win and 
had to be prepared for an equal, or better, challenge 
from Beltran and Moreno. 

"We won 11-10 at the Tournament of the Americas, but 
that was five months ago," Gonzalez said before the 
match. "This is now. A new gold medal. A new ball 
game. This is the Pan Ams." 

Although there had been plenty of signs, no one 
expected Beltran and Moreno to come out like they did 
in the finals. They chalked up ten points before the U.S. 
could even get on the board. Gonzalez and Guidry cut 

P.4CQUETBAll 

the lead in half at 10-5, before Beltran 
and Moreno once again moved ahead, 
eventually winning the first game 15-9. 

The second game was even more 
punishing, as Mexico racked up a blis­
tering 14-0 lead. To their credit, 
Gonzalez and Guidry never gave up, 
and rallied to score seven straight 
points on an exceptional run, but it 
was too little, too late. Beltran and 
Moreno continued the celebration 

begun earlier by their female team­
mates, with a 15-7 win to take the 
gold medal in straight games. 

"We couldn't get anything going. 
They played great," a disappointed 
Guidry said after the match. "We got 
into the (service) box, but couldn't 
score any points ." 

First Pan Am for Huczek 
After advancing through pool play, 
which Jack Huczek called "a good 
warm-up for the main draw," the 
seeds were set for the medal rounds. 
The winners of each of the three 
round -robin pools earned the top 
three seeds in the draw. Canada's 
Mike Green (No. l), Brian lstace 
(No.3), and Jack Huczek (USA, No.2), 
each won their respective pools and 
thus earned their spots in the draw. 
USA's Rocky Carson lost a close 

match with Green in their pool, which dropped him 
into the No.6 spot and in the same half of the draw as 
teammate Huczek. 

The quarterfinals saw Green advance past current 16-
world junior champ Augustin Tristan of Mexico, 15-5, 
15-6, while Huczek cruised past Colombia's Francisco 
Gomez, 15-2, 15-1. Current world doubles champion 
Gilberto Mejia of Mexico played singles at this event 
and defeated Bolivia's Jorge Sambrana, 15-4, 15-2, for 
the chance to meet Green in the semifinals. Carson 
faced Istace in a match that started out close until 
Carson took control to win, 15-12, 15-7, and set up the 
all-U.S. semifinal. 

"Luckily Brian wasn't on top of his game," Carson said 
after the match. "I've played [him] when he's playing 
good and this wasn't one of those times." 

September - October 2003 



In the top half Green and Mejia battled it 
out against a backdrop of vocal crowd 
support from both the Canadians and the 
Mexicans in the stands. Green was able to 
edge Mejia in two games that could have 
gone either way, 15-13, 15-14. 

As soon as that match was over, all the 
attention, and the crowd, shifted to the 
rematch of the 2003 U.S. National Singles 
final between Carson and Huczek, which 
was already in progress, but far from over. 

Carson won the first game by taking an 
early 8-0 lead and then hanging on to win 
15-11. The second game was much closer, 
with Huczek earning the last three points 
of the game to win 15-12. 

After agitating each other in the first two 
games, situations got even more tense in 
the third. Carson earned the first point, 
followed by a sideout and a point for 
Huczek, to even the score at 1-1. But 
Huczek was convinced that he had earned 
two points, despite the referee's scorecard, 
the scoreboard, and the linesman's score­
card all indicating only a single point 
earned . Huczek appealed, lost the chal­
lenge, and then lost control. He tossed his 
towel into the referee's face, was issued a 
technical, and ended up losing the single 
point he'd gotten so far. 

Huczek quickly shook off the incident and 
rattled off seven straight points to take a 7-
1 lead. He then built it to 10-3 despite the 
crowd leaning heavily in Carson's favor 
after the outburst. Carson managed to score 
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Sharing the Wealth 
Something that stood out from the sidelines at the Pan American Games 
was the number of U.S. head coaches leading South American teams. 
There were four in all; Brian Fredenberg for Venezuela, Brian Hawkes for 
Argentina, Marcy Lynch for Chile, and IRT Commissioner Dave Negrete 
for the Dominican Republic. Fredenberg and Hawkes are, themselves, 
former U.S. National Team members. 

Most of the coaching positions 
started with a phone call, not too far 
in advance of the games. 

"Rafael (Fernandez, Dominican 
Republic) called and told me they 
were looking for a coach and asked if 
I was interested," explained Negrete. 
"I accepted and came down here 
twice before the games and had 
Claudine (Garcia) and Rosa Gomez 
come to Chicago once to train." 

Lynch was at a coaching seminar 
giving lectures on nutrition and the 
mental aspects of the game when she 
met Pablo Fajre and Angela Grisar. "I 
was at a coaching workshop in 
January when I met Angela and 
Pablo," she said. "They called me 
about a month before the games and 
asked me if I wanted to coach." 

The former U.S. Team members were 
asked if they would have trouble 
coaching against their own country . 
They each had a different response. 

"Not at all," said Hawkes who was on 
the team in 1988. "It doesn't matter 
to me who is playing. I am just 
coaching my players and helping 
them to win." 

Fredenberg, who didn't have to face 
his country in any of the matches, 
was a little more hesitant. "I think it 
would have been hard." 

Did the coaching help? It's hard to 
say, but Chile's Angela Grisar earned a 
bronze in singles and Argentina's 
men's doubles team of Daniel Maggi 
and Shai Manzuri also earned bronze. Either way, Lynch felt like it was a 
good step for other countries to tap into the U.S. resources. 

"I feel like it's good for racquetball for other countries to get better," she 
explained. "I think when they take advantage of what the U.S. has -
like coaching - they will get better. That makes the sport better and 
helps it to grow." 
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three more and treated the crowd to a little dance 
before Huczek closed the door 11-6. 

When asked how he managed to shut out the technical 
and the crowd to focus on the win, Huczek offered, "I 
have been used to them my whole career; the non-calls, 
the bad calls. I've been used to them my whole life and 
I am not going to let them affect me now." 

Carson had a different outlook, "I didn't play consistent 
and he played tough," he said. "It was an honor to play 
for my country in front of all the Dominican fans and 
all of the racquetball fans. I just tried to leave it all on 
the line today." 

12 PtACQUETBAll 

In the following Huczek vs. Green final, it 
was apparent that Huczek had left his frus­
tration behind. He looked sharper and 
more confident as he methodically went 
about winning the match in straight games 
15-12, 15-7. 

"I felt more relaxed today. I don't know 
why," he said. "I felt good all morning and 
in my warm-up. I was in a zone and felt 
very comfortable." 

"Mike played well, but missed some shots 
that gave me opportunities," he continued. 
"I played consistent and that's all you have 
to do." 

Gudinas Defends 
From the start, it had appeared to be a two­
woman race between top USA women 
Cheryl Gudinas and Laura Fenton. That 
turned out to be the case, when the two 
met in the women's singles final, but there 
were a series of interesting happenings 
along the way. 

Early on, Fenton had been placed into 
what was considered the toughest prelim 
pool, but quickly turned it around to be a 
positive instead of a negative. "We defi­
nitely have the toughest pool, but some­
times that works to your advantage," she 
explained. "Sometimes when your pool 
isn't as tough and you come up against a 
better player in the (single elimination) 
draw, you may not be ready." 

Fenton went on to win her round-robin, as 
did Gudinas and Canada's Lori Jane Powell, 
positioning Gudinas in the No. I spot, 
Powell No.2, and Fenton No.3. Chile's 

Angela Grisar, who won a bronze medal in women's 
doubles at the 1995 Pan Am games, secured the No.4 
spot after finishing second to Fenton in their flight. 

Moving into medal round play, the quarterfinals had 
some intriguing match-ups. The Dominican Republic's 
Claudine Garcia was one of the faster rising players on 
the LPRA tour before a knee injury. Now in her come­
back, she faced Gudinas who wasted no time in 
dispatching the local star, 15-4, 15-5. 

Angela Grisar faced Mexico's Nancy Enriquez, the 2002 
16- world junior runner-up and a sure bet to become a 
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force in the future. Grisar had no trouble dispatching the youngster in this 
faceoff, 15-6, 15-5, but it may not be so easy next time. 

Another young player with promise, Bolivia's Carola Loma, had to face Laura 
Fenton, who, since turning 40, has been playing some of the best racquetball 
of her life. Loma kept her nerves a little better than when she faced Gudinas 
in the pool, but it was still Fenton who walked away with the straight game 
win 15-7, 15-6. 

Due to the preliminary round seedings, Powell and fellow Canadian Jennifer 
Saunders had the misfortune of facing each other very early in the draw. But 
what was bad luck for them was good luck for the spectators, who were 
treated to an exceptional match. Powell narrowly won the first game 15-14, 
then Saunders came back to squeak by with the same score in the second. 
Powell then surprised everyone by running away with the tiebreaker, 11-1. 

In the semifinals Gudinas blew past Grisar in straight games of 15-5, 15-2, 
looking unstoppable in the process. Fenton had some trouble with Powell 
(who showed no signs of fatigue), but still managed the win, 15-10, 15-14. 

Fenton and Gudinas have been the two most successful females in U.S. team 
singles competition in recent years. Fenton won the last two Tournament of 
the Americas events, including the one held this past April in Santo 
Domingo. Defending her Pan Am title, Gudinas has won just about every­
thing else, including five straight USRA National Singles Championships and 
the past two world singles crowns . 

Fenton scored the first five 
points of the match like a 
woman on a mission. Gudinas 
brought it even at 8-8, but 
seemed to be out of sorts, leav­
ing the ball up and giving 
Fenton too many opportuni­
ties to put the ball away. 
Fenton pulled away again, this 
time never looking back, to 
take the first game 15-11. 

PAN AMERICAN GAMES FINALS 
Men's Singles: Jack Huczek (USA) def. Mike 

Green (CAN) 15-12, 15-7 
Women 's Singles: Cheryl Gudinas (USA) def. 

Laura Fenton (USA) 11-15, 15-7, 11-5 
Men 's Doubles : Alvaro Beltran/Javier Moreno 

(MEX) def. Ruben Gonzalez/Mike 
Guidry (USA) 15-9, 15-7 

Women 's Doubles : Susana Acosta/Rosy 
Torres (MEX) def. Jackie Rice/Kim Russell 
(USA) 8-15, 15-7, 11-9 

The second game was a seesaw battle to 7-7, when Gudinas began to grind 
out her points, while keeping Fenton at bay. After three sideouts, Gudinas 
notched two points to go up 9-7. After eight more sideouts with no score, 
Gudinas tacked on another. Finally after four more sideouts she ended the 
game, 15-7, with a five-point run to force the tiebreaker. 

The tiebreaker was played almost exactly as the second game had been , with 
both players staying close until it was tied at 5-5. Numerous sideouts 
followed until Gudinas once again tacked on a point here and there, until 
she came away with an 11-5 win for her second straight gold medal. 

"It's more of a relief to have accomplished what I've wanted to do," she said 
after the match. "Of course I'm happy. I've wanted this for four years. It's 
been my goal." • Site coverage & photos by Ryan John, USOC Press Officer 

Additional photos by Sara Greenlee, USOC Press Officer 
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Diary of a Cham~ion 
By Cheryl Gudinas ?,, . 

Wednesday, July 30 - Traveling. Two 
weeks seems like a long time. I am eager 
to get this going. But as with every interna­
tional event, it is hard to get the nervous­
ness I need to play well this many days 
before competition begins. As is tradition, I 
am filled with self doubt, but reassure 
myself that, when the time comes, I will be 
ready. 

My main concern: How will we all function 
with 11 individuals in one 
apartment/suite? I worry that, as a restless 
sleeper, this will be an issue. I know I need 
to begin to prepare mentally for this; 
perhaps one of the perceived obstacles 
enroute to the gold. 

Thursday, July 31 - Still Traveling. Team 
briefing video makes me remember that 
getting here has been my goal since '99. 
Just when I think I am really fit, being 
around other USA athletes makes me real­
ize there is so much room for improve­
ment. 

In Tampa's airport, Ruben steals the pass­
port of an athlete from another sport. 
Typical Ruben. He delays departure a good 
30 minutes, but it is good for a laugh. 

The apartment suite is better than antici­
pated. Time to settle in and establish my 
space and living quarters, which will allow 
me to begin to get in my routine. 

Friday, August 1 - First Day of Practice 
and Opening Ceremonies. We see the club 
for the first time and the courts are great. 
It 's a very nice facility. As we walk toward 
the stadium to march in as Team USA, it is 
difficult to fight back tears, remembering 
all the hard work it has taken to get here 
and how important it is to be here. 

The Weekend, August 2-3 - Second & 
Third Practice Days. It is hard to stay on 
my routine here, so long before competi­
tion. Practices go as usual. It's an uncom­
fortable feeling, always playing tentatively 
against my teammates. It always makes 
me wonder, "Is this how I will play once we 
start?" I am content knowing this is a 
common feeling with every trip and am 
confident and hopeful I will be ready when 
the time comes. 

cont[nued on page 52 
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In June the country's best junior 
racquetball players converged to 
the Executive Health & Sports 
Center in beautiful Manchester, 
New Hampshire for the Head 
30th USRA Junior Olympic 
Championships. It was only the 
third time that the tournament 
has been held on the east coast 
and the first since 199 7 when it 
was held in Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

The Executive is also the home 
club of U.S. Junior Team Head 
Coach Kelley Beane 
where she works as 
the Court Sports 
Director. Coach 
Beane put together 
a wonderful volun­
teer staff that 
helped the USRA run 
a successful tournament. "Kelley 
and her staff went above and 
beyond the call of duty, " said 
USRA Event Coordinator 
Heather Fender. "Without their 
help, the tournament wouldn't 
have been as successful as it 
was." 

Not only did the Executive 
welcome the tournament with 
open arms, but New Hampshire 
Governor Craig Benson declared 
Saturday June 28 Junior 
Racquetball Day for the state. 

Changes ... The U.S. Junior 
Team selection process had 
changed since last year's tour­
nament. Now, instead of the top 
three singles players in the boy's 
and girl's 7 8-, 7 6-, and 7 4-
making the team, only the top 
two would earn spots - adding 
even more drama to the semifi­
nals. Also changed was the 
appointment of the top doubles 
pairs to the team, from the 
same age groups, allowing the 
best doubles players to compete 
for roster spots on their own 
merit, and adding importance to 
fields that had formerly only 
been considered "warm-ups" for 
singles. 
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A whole new ball game 
Wide open for the first time in several years, the ~ ---------- ... 
Boy's 18- division featured Ben Croft and Dan 
Sheppick in the top seed positions, followed by 
several other top contenders including Clay 
Burris, Brandon Shoemaker, and Travis 
Woodbury. 

The first few rounds advanced without incident. 
Brad Slocum recorded the first upset by knocking 
off No. 8 Marc Moccia in an 11-6 tiebreaker in 
the round of 16, before running into top-seeded 
Croft in the quarters. Of the remaining seven 

seeds to face off in that round, No.2 Sheppick , 
after surviving a close first game, got past No. 7 
Brady Hernandez, 15-13, 15-5, while No.4 
Shoemaker defeated his doubles partner, No.5 
Woodbury, in straight games of 15-9, 15-11. 

In the remaining turnover , No.6 Shane Karmelin 
surprised everyone by defeating No.3 Clay Burris 
to earn a spot in the semifinals. It wasn't that 
Karmelin took the match , but the ease in which 
he did so, 15-4, 15-11. 

Later Sheppick turned the tables on Karmelin, 
ending his run in a 15-7, 15-3 rout, thereby moving into the finals and onto the 
junior team. In the remaining semi, one of the most anticipated match-ups of the 
tournament, Croft defeated Shoemaker in two close games of 15-12, 15-11. 

This Sheppick vs. Croft rematch echoed not only last year's boy's 16- final, but also 
the most recent U.S. High School Nationals. Sheppick had been able to defeat Croft 
in both of the previous match-ups , although Croft had been forced to withdraw from 
the high school finals at 4-4 in the tiebreaker after severely spraining his ankle. 

When the games were split to force a tiebreaker, USRA Executive Director Jim Hiser 
was called in to calm the contestants down , after each had committed several 
unsportsmanlike acts. Both downplayed the incidents, claiming instead that it was 
just misinterpreted gamesmanship. 

With a national championship on the line, both players abandoned the head games 
and concentrated on their racquetball. Croft came out of the gate hot and took an 

Head 3 S unior Olym ic Championships 
Presented by Penn Racquet Sports • Coverage by Ryan John 
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Double Duty 
The Executive Health & 
Sports Center was not 
only the home for the 
Head Junior Olympic 
Championships, but 
the workplace for U.S. 
Junior Team Head 
Coach Kelley Beane. 
Kelley works as the 
Court Sports Director 
for the club and helped 
the USRA with organiz­
ing the tournament. 

"The volunteer staff came together months and 
months beforehand. We contacted the Oregon 
Qunior) group and got some ideas from them," 
Kelley explained. "We wanted our tournament 
to be like in the old days with lots of stuff to do 
besides just playing in the tournament." 

There were plenty of activities for the players off 
the court with robot wars everyday in the gym 
along with a Segway demonstration. They also 
organized a basketball shootout, a lounge for 
the players complete with Playstation 11, and 
two cookouts hosted by the New Hampshire 
and Massachusetts Racquetball Associations. 

The extras weren't just for the kids, but also for 
their parents. There was always someone on 
hand at an information table to give out direc­
tions or ideas on what to do in the area. 

"I had some of my senior racquetball players 
help us out with giving people information." 
Kelley said. "Just so if someone had a few hours 
during the day to kill they could ask what there 
was to do." 

One thing Kelley didn't have to do at the tour­
nament was coach. "I take a personal stand at 
these tournaments and won't coach for or 
against anyone," she made clear. "There's no 
rule against it. It's just something that I won't 
do." 

She did take the chance to scout her new team 
and meet with each of the players individually 
as they earned their spots. 

"It's always nice to come to a tournament like 
this and see your star athletes perform and not 
coach. I can just sit back and watch the game 
rather than dissect it. I can enjoy watching two 
great racquetball players." 
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early 6-1 lead before Sheppick made a comeback to pull within 1 at 
6-5. But that was as close as he would get, as Croft ended the match 
on a 5-0 run to capture his first national championship, 11-5. 

11This is the best feeling ever," Croft said after his match. 11I've never 
done it before (win a national title), but after winning it I have to 
do it again next year because the feeling's great." 

The boy's 16- were also viewed as wide open , and last year's third 
place finisher, Charlie Pratt, earned the top seed, followed by Drew 
Toland , Anthony Herrera, and Jordan Walters. Hometown hero 
Mike Keddie also hoped to make his mark on a new division after 
finishing second last year in the l 4's. And his efforts didn't go 
unnoticed; he had plenty of crowd support and his matches were 
well documented in the local press and on television. 

The top eight had no problem advancing to the quarterfinals, and 
the top half of the bracket played true to form with No. I Pratt and 
No.4 Walters earning semifinal spots. The bottom half was anything 
but, with both of the higher seeds falling in straight games. 

Keddie, in the No.6 spot, dismantled No.3 Herrera, 15-5, 15-2. No 
matter what Herrera tried, Keddie was able to do it better [see side­
bar, facing page]. Down 14-2 in the second game Herrera called a 
timeout. Before going back onto the court, he looked at the capacity 
crowd cheering for Keddie and asked in jest, 11 Are you ready to see 
the best comeback ever?" Despite his optimism, it wasn't to be and 
Keddie took the last point to advance. 

Recording the second upset in the bottom half was No.7 Joey 
Lakowske over No.2 Toland. Last year Lakowske had played a sub 
par tournament when he was knocked out early by Brady 
Hernandez. Now he was looking to make amends. He defeated 
Toland easily in straight games 15-7, 15-6 to move into position 
against the local hero. 

lakowske vs. pratt 
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After Pratt advanced past Walters in straight games to 
get to the finals, 15-9, 15-8, he then waited to see if 
his best friend and doubles partner Lakowske would 
be able to meet him there. Lakowske played a steady 
game in the first, closing out strong to win 15-7, but 
Keddie came out more determined in the second 
game and built a 12-7 lead. Lakowske tied things up at 
12 only to find himself facing game point a few 
moments later. 

Down 14-12, Lakowske focused on the task at hand, "I 
told myself that I was going to play perfect or lose this 
game," he said. "I played perfect for the last three 
points." In doing so he was able to take the narrow 
comeback win and join Pratt in the finals . 

Doubles partners may sometimes find themselves 
facing each other in their singles draws, but rarely in 
the finals, and even less often when they are best 
friends. "One of us has been in the finals of every age 
group, but we haven't played against each other in the 
finals since the 10-and unders," Pratt explained. "We 
wanted a rematch, but he's my best friend and it's 
hard to look at him as an enemy." 

It seemed as though they were able to put their friend­
ship on hold as they played two very close games, 
splitting with identical scores of 15-12. Pratt stepped 
his game up a notch in the tiebreaker, leaving 
Lakowske behind, 11-2. "We wanted a good match 
today," Pratt said after the match. "It was really an 
exciting way to finish." 

In the youngest team qualifying division, the Boy's 14-
players have their first chance to make their mark 
nationally, and seedings can almost be thrown out the 
window. This year was no exception to that rule, and 
heading into the quarterfinals only half of the top 
eight seeds were left. More would fall there. 

Unseeded Allan Crockett had attended the USRA Elite 
camp a year earlier and was already seeing results as 
he downed No. 2 Richard Sledzik Jr. in a rollercoaster 
match, 15-4, 10-15, 11-7. Jonathan Doyle, also 
unseeded, gave No.3 Tripp Isley all he could handle -
and then some. Doyle won a close first game 15-13 
over Isley and then took control of the match in the 
second, winning 15-5. 

Top seeded Ismael Aldana had been cruising through 
the draw and continued to do so in the quarters, 
getting by Jerome Jackson 15-10, 15-3. Sean McGrath, 
at No.5, became the only other seed to make the semifi­
nals after a nailbiter against Jacob Hutkins. In an 
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Comic Relief 
Matt McAdam [pictured 
with his dad Bob], came 
up with some of the best 
straight lines heard all 
week. Matt is the grand­
son of 80+ champ 
Robert McAdam of 
Texas, who received the 
Bud Muehleisen Age 
Group Athlete of the 
Year Award at National 
Singles [M/j, pg.46]. 

The youngest McAdam 
was in New Hampshire 
to compete in the 6 and 
unders for Team 
Colorado, and was 

cheering for Rocky Mountain neighbor Anthony Herrera 
when he came up with his first bomb. 

Herrera was down early, 8-2, to Mike Keddie and had called 
a timeout. As he went for a sip of water Herrera rhetorically 
asked, "Where's this kid from? He's rolling everything." Matt 
was quick to help his buddy out. He stood up, tugged 
Anthony's shirt, and suggested, "Probably Oregon ... " causing 
everyone within earshot to laugh, including Herrera, who 
choked on his water and sprayed everyone in the stands. 
Even though he'd guessed wrong, Matt was certainly in the 
loop, and was well aware that Oregon was one of the junior 
powerhouses that had numerous players advancing each 
day. 

Matt then went on to savor his 6- multi-bounce playoff for 
third. From the sidelines, his father was worried that he was 
going to get called for serving before his opponent was 
ready because he was playing so fast. Then at match point 
Matt stood in the box waiting to serve for an unusual 
amount of time. Then Dad was worried about a delay of 
game call. 

After Matt won the match, Bob asked his son why he waited 
so long to serve. Matt's reply was insightful beyond his years, 
"I was just thinking that it was my last serve ever in 6's. I just 
wanted to enjoy it." 

More of us should take the time to enjoy the little things. 
Grandpa would definitely be proud . 

admirable display of sportsmanship, McGrath over­
turned the referee's non-call of a door hinder at 10-7 in 
the tiebreaker. Instead of taking the match on a ques­
tionable call, he opted to play the point over, and went 
on to win it cleanly, 15-13, 12-15, 11-8. 

Crockett continued to play well in the semifinals and 
blew past Doyle in straight games, 15-4, 15-3, while 
Aldana received his first real test against McGrath. 
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LONGEST !STRINGS 
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inner racquet frame increase power 
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Total Carbon Head 
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By-Pass Stringing System 

Mainstrings move 
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and control. 



New Horizons 
No one knew what would be in store when the USRA decided to add the top 
doubles pairings to the U.S. Junior National team. Previously, only the top 
three singles players in the 18-, 1 6- and 14- divisions had been appointed, 
and were later paired to make up the doubles teams at the IRF Junior World 
Championships. 

"There were two reasons why we changed the format for making the team," 
explained USRA Junior Council chair John Ferguson. "The first was because 
some of the players were skipping doubles to play in two singles divisions. 
Secondly, we lost a lot more doubles [titles] than we should have last year 
at the worlds. The two best singles players don't necessarily make the best 
doubles team." 

Ferguson's theory proved true in 
the boy's divisions, where there 
were no "double qualifiers" (play­
ers to make the cut in both 
singles and doubles). Brandon 
Shoemaker and Travis Woodbury 
earned the boy's 18- title, 
Anthony Herrera and Jared Torres 
the boy's 1 6- (finalists shown at 
right), and Tripp Isley and Richard 
Sledzik Jr. the boy's 14-. But the 
theory fell short in the girl's divi­
sions, where the top two singles 
players in the girl's 16- and 14- took home the doubles titles as well. Only 
Da'Monique Davis earned a doubles-only spot on the team, when she teamed 
with Jesi Fuller to help win the girl's 18- title. 

Most of those involved felt that the qualifying change was a good move 
that will benefit the U.S. at the upcoming Junior Worlds, where the team 
will attempt to regain the title lost for the first time to Mexico last year. 

"I like having the doubles included because it gives the singles players the 
chance to just concentrate on singles and the doubles teams to just concen­
trate on doubles," said Junior team Head Coach Kelley Beane. 

Although he was disappointed at not making the team in singles, Brandon 
Shoemaker welcomed the change. "I'm glad they did it or I wouldn't be on 
the team, " he laughed. "I just hope that it helps the team out with points 
at worlds." 

Da'Monique was a little more insightful. "I think that it is better to have people 
that are comfortable together in doubles play together rather than just random 
people." She continued, "You can't just take two great singles players and put 
them together and expect them to gel as a team. You can put two good 
doubles players together and expect a little more." 

Herrera thinks it comes down to communication. "Jared and I communi­
cate well on the court," he explained. "When I say communicate, it doesn't 
mean that we just talk well. We always just seem to know where the other 
one is and what shots they are going to hit. You don't just get that with putting 
anyone together." 

Isley agrees with Shoemaker and believes that it will help the team at worlds. 
"I think the doubles side of the team will do better this year since last year 
it was one of our weaker aspects." Photo: Dan Davis. 
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Aldana survived a close first game, 15-14, 
and then found his groove in the second , 
winning 15-7. 

In the finals it looked as though 
Crockett's Cinderella run would come to 
an abrupt end, after Aldana took the first 
game 15-6. But Crockett wanted to 
continue his roll for a little longer and 
won the second game 15-13. But despite 
momentum in Crockett's favor heading 
into the decisive third , Aldana quickly 

turned the tide in his favor to win it 
11-6. 

Fisher Leads Girl$ Divisions 
Unlike most of the boy's divisions, 
there was a clear favorite in the Girl 's 
18- ... top seeded Adrienne Fisher. 
Fisher had won both the girl's 18- and 
16- titles a year ago and just ended an 
unprecedented four-year winning 
streak at the National High Schools. 

In a small draw, Fisher found herself in 
the semifinals right off the bat, along 
with the other top seeds, who also 
advanced to battle it out for team spots. 
Ironically, both semi match ups pitted 
doubles partners against one another. 
Fisher would take on No.4 Katie Ferguson 
and No.2 Da'Monique Davis faced No.3 
Jesi Fuller. 

Fisher advanced past an improving 
Ferguson in straight games with identical 
scores of 15-5, 15-5. Davis and Fuller re­
played their quarterfinal of last year, 
which had kept Fuller off of the national 
team. Fuller, who gave up track in her 
senior year to concentrate on racquetball, 
earned her revenge, 15-4, 15-6. 

"It feels good because I lost to her last 
year," Fuller explained. "I'm glad I was 
able to go through her to regain my spot 
on the team." 

In another rematch, the girl's 18- echoed 
the high school nationals in March. It 
was there that Fuller discovered a chink 
in Fisher's seemingly impenetrable armor. 
Although Fuller eventually lost, she was 
able to take Fisher to a tiebreaker -
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something most junior chal­
lengers have had trouble doing. 

"I was thinking about it actually 
(the high school final)," Fisher 
said. "I know she's tough and I 
wanted to play well and not go to 
a tiebreaker." 

There was no need for a tiebreaker 
as Fisher took advantage of early 
mistakes by Fuller and rolled to a 
15-1, 15-8 victory. Fisher mixed 
up her serves, as well as her shots, 
against Fuller to keep her off 
balance. 

"She's quick and I know that when 
she sits on something I'm done," 
Fisher explained. "I can't react as 
quickly as she can so I tried to keep 
her guessing." 

The Girl's 16- had only one feeder 
match into the quarterfinals, in 
which Sarah Moyle defeated Dianne 
Meyer 15-9, 15-10 for a shot at top 
seeded Kelley Fisher. Kelley is the 
younger sister of Adrienne, to 
whom she lost to in the finals of the 
girl's 16- last year. 

Kelley got past Moyle 15-10, 15-9, 
while the other top three seeds also 
advanced easily in straight games. 
From the No.2 position, Elise 
Wilson got past Elizabeth Ferguson, 
15-2, 15-3, No.3 Ashley Willhite 
defeated Kimberly Walsh, 15-2, 15-
6, and No.4 Ashley Legget, coming 
back from an injury that kept her 
out of last year's tour-
nament, showed no 
signs of being rusty 
in defeating Sarah 
Hettesheimer, 15-1, 
15-0. 

The semifinals pitted 
the top four seeds 
against each other. 
Fisher faced Legget 
and defeated her 
with a solid perfor-
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The First Gold Medalist 
Most of the focus in the Junior Olympics is set on the top qual­
ifying divisions, but there are 16 other divisions that have 
just as much competition. It's where rising stars are made and 
the future of racquetball is in their hands. 

Elizabeth Vargas, 7, is one of those players and was the first to 
win a gold medal. She defeated Danielle Falvey in her first 
round-robin match and then got past Danielle Elder to clinch 
the title. 

"I played well because I practiced and I tried hard," she said 
after her match. 

Elizabeth also earned a bronze medal in the girl's 8- multi­
bounce and planned to show her medals to her friends back 
home "I like to show my medals," she said shyly. "Sometimes 
they think I am showing off, but ... oh well." Photo: Dan Davis. 

manc e, 15-10, 15-4. Wilson and 
Willhite battled it out in the bottom 
half, splitting the first two games, 
before Wilson was able to pull out 
some key rallies at the end of the 
third to edge Willhite 11-8. 

The girl's 16- final was one of the 
most exciting, as Wilson (below 
right) flew out of the gates and ran 
up a 12-7 lead. Fisher (below left) 
scraped together a few more points, 
but Wilson closed out game one 15-
9. 

But the second game was 
the complete opposite, and 
this time it was Fisher 
coming out with a big lead 
and holding onto it to win, 
15-7 to force the third game. 
That tiebreaker promised to 
be a war and it was. 

'1J' I. ' 

Wilson took control in building a 6-
3 lead, but the momentum changed 
when Fisher tied it up 6-6. Again 
Wilson made another push and was 
on the verge of closing out the 
match 10-6. Fisher changed her 
serve to a hard-Z to the forehand, 
which gave Wilson fits, and brought 
the match even at 10-10. Fisher 
pitched another hard-Z to the lefty's 
forehand, but this time Wilson 
rolled it out for a winner. Five side­
outs later, Wilson closed out the 
match 11-10. 
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"I was worried (during the comeback), but I worked 
hard and I wanted this win really bad," Wilson said 
after the match. "I was just concentrating on getting a 
sideout or a point every rally." 

Shannon Inglesby and Brittany Legget have been 
battling it out on the court since they began competing 
in the girl's 8- multi-bounce. They received the top two 
seeds in the Girl's 14- with Inglesby earning the top 
spot after winning the girl's 12- title last year. Also in 
the mix were No.3 Dannielle Pimental and No.4 Kara 
Mazur. 

The action really heated up in the quarterfinals and 
although the top four seeds survived, three of th em 
needed tiebreakers to do so. Inglesby lost a close first 
game, 15-14, to Hettesheimer before dominating the 
next two, 15-5, 11-2. Legget also survived a three game 
match that went down to the wire against No. 7 Sharon 
Jackson, 14-15, 15-13, 11-10. Pimental won the first 

game easily against Michelle Key 15-6, but dropped the 
second, 15-13, then managed to regain her focus to win 
the third 11-3. Only Mazur won in straight games 
against doubles partner Jennifer Fenton, 15-9, 15-10. 

After such close quarterfinal matches, the semifinals 
were relatively ho-hum. Inglesby disposed of Mazur in 
straight games of 15-7, 15-7. Legget and Pimental 
looked like they would have another classic match, 
after Legget escaped with a narrow 15-14 win in the 
first. But the second game was all Legget, as she cruised 
to a 15-5 advance. 

The final looked like it was going to be a blowout with 
Inglesby taking the first game 15-5, but the tide turned 
in Legget's favor in the second as she forced a third 
with a 15-6 win. The tiebreaker started out close, but 
Legget pulled ahead in the end with some key shots to 
complete the upset, 11-6, for this year's title. 

h ad junior 0 1 ,ym • JCS 
Executive Health & Fitness 

Manchester, NH: June 25-29, 2003 

SINGLES 
Boys' 7 8: Ben Croft (Lake Bluff, Ill.) def. Dan Sheppick (Milwaukie , Ore.) 

75-17 , 1-75, 17-5 
Boys' 7 6: Charlie Pratt (Portland, Ore.) def. Joey Lakowske (Corvalli s, 

Ore.) 75-72 , 72-75 , 71-2 
Boys' 7 4: Ismael Aldana (Stockton , Calif.) def. Allan Crockett 

(Birmingham , Ala.) 7 5-6 , 7 3-7 5, 7 7-6 
Boys' 7 2: Taylor Knoth (Milwaukie, Ore.) def. Danny Lovely (Cuyahoga 

Falls, Ohio) 75-17 , 71-74 
Boys' 7 0: Joseph Lee (Baton Rouge, La.) def. Dylan Reid (Portland , Ore.) 

7 5-9, 15-9 
Boys' 8: Sam Reid (Portland , Ore.) def. Ryan Coates (Springboro , Ohio) 

15-3, 15-5 
Boys' 8 MB: Keegan North (Springboro , Ohio) def. Doug Brenner 

(Portland , Ore.) 8-11 , 11-4, 11-8 
Boys' 6 MB: Spencer Shoemaker (Findlay, Ohio) def. Kyle Ulliman 

(Westerville, Ohio) 15-6, 15-4 

Girls' 18: Adrienne Fisher (Centerville , Ohio) def. Jesi Fuller (Albuquerq ue, 
N.M.) 15-1, 15-8 

Girls ' 7 6: Elise Wilson (Bristol, Conn.) def. Kelley Fisher (Centerville , Ohio) 
75-9, 1-15 , 71-10 

Girls ' 14: Brittany Legget (Klamath Falls, Ore.) def. Shannon lngle sby 
(Portland , Ore.) 5-15 , 15-6, 11-6 

Girls ' 12: Danielle Key (Gilbert , Ariz.) def. Wesley Toland (Parkin, Ark .) 7 5-
73, 70-75, 11-9 

Girls ' 7 0: Kaitlin lnglesby (Portland , Ore.) def. Elizabeth Brenner 
(Portland , Ore.) 7 5-5, 7 2-15 , 11-2 

Girls ' 8: Abbey Lovely (Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio) def. Micaela Garrison­
Desany Def. (ns) 

Girls ' 8 MB: Abbey Lovely (Cuyahoga falls, Ohio) def. Lauren Stanley 
(Baton Rouge, La.) 1 7-9, 9-11 , 71-1 

Girls ' 6 MB: Efizabeth Vargas (Aurora , Colo.) def. Danielle Falvey 
(Madison , Wisc.) 11-5, 11-6 

DOUBLES 
Boys' 18: Brandon Shoemaker (Findlay, Ohio) / Travis Woodbury (Arlington , 

Va.) def. Ben Croft (Lake Bluff, ///.)/ Dan Sheppick (Portland , Ore.) 14-
15, 15-5, 17-2 

Boys' 16: Anthony Herrera (Grand Junction, Co/o.)/ Jared Torres (Gar den 
City, Kan.) def. Joey Lakowske (Corvallis , Ore.)/ Charlie Pratt (Portland , 
Ore.) 15-13 , 15-12 

Boys' 14: Tripp Isley (Arden, N.C.) / Richard Sledzik Jr. (Brockton , Mass.) 
def. Jake Bredenbeck (St. Croix, Minn.) / Cam Grundman (St. Cloud, 
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Minn.) 12-15 , 15-4, 11-9 
Boys' 12: Taylor Knoth (Milwaukie , Ore.)/ Billy Wainwright (West Linn, 

Ore.) def. John-Craig Chisolm (Marlborough , Mass.) / Bradley Kirch 
(Syracuse, N. Y.) 15-10 , 15-8 

Boys' 10: Taylor Regier (Gladstone , Ore.)/ Dylan Reid (Portland , Ore.) def. 
Jacob Boyle (Beaverton , Ore.)/ Sam Reid (Portland , Ore.) 15-9, 15-5 

Girls ' 18: Do ' Monique Davis (San Antonio , Texas)/ Jesi Fuller 
(Albuquerque , N.M.) def. Katie Ferguson (Portland , Ore.)/ Adrienne 
Fisher (Centerville , Ohio) 15-10 , 8-15 , 11-5 

Girls ' 7 6: Kelley Fisher (Centerville , Ohio) / Elise Wilson (Bristol, Conn.) def. 
Ashley Legget (Klamath Falls, Ore.)/ Ashley Willhite (Klamath Falls, 
Ore.) 15-7, 15-7 

Girls ' 7 4: Shannon lnglesby (Portland , Ore.)/ Brittany Legget (Klamath 
Falls, Ore.) def. Jennifer Fenton (Overland Park, Kan.) / Kara Mazur 
(Avon, Conn.) 7 5-8 , 9- 7 5, 11-10 

Girls ' 12: Elizabeth Brenner (Portland , Ore.)/ Kaitlin lnglesby (Portland, 
Ore.) def. Nicole Grundman (St. Cloud, Minn.) / Wesley Toland (Parkin , 
Ark.) 15-12 , 75-70 

Girls' 10: Elizabeth Brenner (Portland , Ore.)/ Kaitlin lnglesby (Portland , 
Ore.) def. Tarryn Harborth (Sacramento , Calif .)/ Monique Horyza 
(Orangevale , Calif.) 15-5, 15-7 

Mixed 18: Adrienne Fisher (Centerville , Ohio) / Brandon Shoemaker 
(Findlay, Ohio) def. Do ' Monique Davis (San Antonio , Texas) / Brady 
Hernande z (New Orleans, La.) 15-2, 15-7 

Mi xed 16: Kelley Fisher (Centerville , Ohio) / Drew Toland (Parkin, Ark) def. 
Elise Wilson (Bristol, Conn.) / Mike Keddie (Manchester, N.H.) 4-15 , 15-
4, 11-8 

Mixed 14: Shannon lnglesby (Portland , Ore.)/ Jansen Allen (Rice, Texas) 
def. Dannielle Pimental (Corvallis , Ore.)/ lsmael Aldana (Stockton , 
Calif .) 1-15, 15-9, 11-3 

Mixed 12: Kaitlin lnglesby (Portland , Ore.)/ Taylor Knoth (Portland , Ore.) 
def. Wesley Toland (Parkin, Ark.) / Danny Lovely (Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio) 
75-7 2, 15-13 

Mixed 10: Elizabeth Brenner (Portland , Ore.)/ Taylor Regier (Gladstone , 
Ore.) def. Monique Horyza (Orange vale, Calif .)/ Andy McGuffey 
(Cincinnati , Ohio) 7 5-2, 7 5-3 

Find daily site reports, expanded results, sideline 
reports and drawsheets @ 

www.racquetballmagazine.com > "event coverage" 
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Super Jack Huczek spends his days on the racquetball court 
winning championships. Whether it's the World Championship, 
an IRT Tour event or a practice match back home in Michigan , 
Jack relies on his Ashaway string every day. 

"Ashaway gives me the power, feel and control I need to play 
consistently, game after game. Ashaway s constant dedication to 
superior quality means I 'm able to fo cus 100% on my game with 
complete confidence in my string. " 

World Racquetball Champion Jack Huczek 

Join Jack and a long list of top professional and amateur champions 
and play withAshaway, too! 

RACKET STRINGS 
P.O. Box 549, Ashaway, RI 02804 

800-556- 7260 
Visit our web site at ashawayusa.com 

~ 
MADE IN USA 

Try Ashaway 's newest member of 
the SuperKill ® family of strings : 
SuperKill ® XL. Manufactured in the 
USA , SuperKill ® XL is a red , white 
and blue string with a multi filament 
core for tremendou s response and 
power, and a textured surface for 
optimum spin and ball control. 

Official String of the /RT Tour 
Official String of the LPRA Tour 

Official String of the USRA 

ASHAWAY-W• UlnE LEAIIR II UCQUETBALL s,_ 
PowerKill ®l 7 • PowerKill ® Pro• KillFire ® XL• KillFire ® Pro• SuperKill ® 17 • SuperKill ® II• SuperKill ® XL 
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It's hard to believe, but the 2003 Choice Hotels U.S. OPEN Racquetball Championships, slated for November 19-23 
in Memphis, Tennessee, is just around the comer. This year's event promises to be the best ever - with a record 
turnout of both players and spectators - so this special preview is designed to give you an idea of what you can 
look forward to ... whether you plan to attend or have to follow the action from home . 

Amateur Draws: With a limit of 750 players, at press time there were only about 250 spots left. You'll need to 
make your move now if you plan to attend , and hop e we can get you into the draw. Amateur matches are played 
primarily at the Six:50 TotalClub (formerly Wimbleton ) and th e University of Memphis. I strongly recommend that 
players enter two divisions (three, if one is doubles ) to get a full week of play in, since no consolation rounds are 
offered due to draw size and court limitations. With players coming in from all around the world, the competition 
should be excellent in each of the over 70 division s offered . The top four finishers in each division will receive 
oversized medallions that weigh almost a full pound each ! 

PACQUETBAll 

Pro Match Tickets: There is no better place in the world to watch 
pro racquetball than at the Choice Hotels U.S. OPEN, since every 
top tour player in the world [IRT, LPRA and LEGENDS] will be on 
hand in Memphis. For the true enthusiast , this means incredible 
match es right from the round of 64, all professionally wired for 
sound so spectators can hear every grunt, groan, and mutt ered 
comment. All the feature matches take place on the beautiful 
mad e-for-TV portable stadium court, where the ball sounds like a 
missile going off (so be sure to bring your earplugs if you're sensi­
tive). This engineering marvel has two walls made of crystal clear 
Lucite acrylic that is optically correct (no tinting, blurring, or bend­
ing of light ), supported by Lucite "fins" and "L" brackets which 
result in a seamless visual experience that makes you feel like 
you're right inside the court. The stadium seats about 1,000 fans 
and ticket sales have been hot, with over 65% of ticket inventory 
for th e week already sold, and the semi and finals sessions closer to 
85%. Even if you can't commit to competing in the Choice Hotels 
U.S. OPEN, take the weekend off and come into town for th e 
parties and outstanding pro play. Don't miss out ... call (800) 234-
5396 ext. 0 to order your tickets now! 

Parties, Parties, and More 
Parties! Aside from top-notch 
competition, the Choice Hotels 
U.S. OPEN is best known for its 
evening social functions. 
Entrants can expect more of the 
same this year, starting with the 
"free admission" Pro-Am 
Doubles for St. Jude on Tuesday, 
the all new "Late Night in the 
Pub" Dance Party on Thursday 
(featuring the midnight all-you­
can-eat hot fudge sundae bar), 
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th e Players Dance Party in th e Pub 
on Friday and th e largest bash of 
th e year -- Saturda y's Grand Gala 
Party with th e Pros. Oth er activities 
include a special International 
Reception on Wedn esday for all of 
our "out of th e countr y" guests and 
a weeklong Indu stry Trade Show in 
th e Player's Village, where all th e 
top racquetball manu facturers will 
display th e latest and greatest gear 
available in th e sport. Look for new 
special event s thi s year, includin g a 
special IRT Champions Clinic and 
th e IRT/LPRA Super Skill Challenge! 

Can't make it to Memphis? If you're 
sure you can 't play, or even come in 
for th e weekend to watch featured 
matches and do some partying, 
your last resort will be to follow th e 
action from home. To make thi s 
easier, we will transform our website 
- www.choicehotelsusopen.com -
into a comput er "wind ow" to bring 

Men '02 '01 
Sudsy Monchik 1st dnp 
Cliff Swain 2nd 1st 
Jason Mannino qtrs semi 
John Ellis qtrs 2nd 
Kane Waselenchuk semi qtrs 
Jack Huczek semi 16s 
Alvaro Beltran qtrs qtrs 
Rocky Carson qtrs qtrs 
Mike Guidry 16s semi 
Mike Green 16s 32s 

Women '02 '01 
Cheryl Gudinas 1st semi 
Jackie Paraiso Rice 2nd 2nd 
Kerri Wachtel semi 1st 
Rhonda Rajsich qtrs 16s 
Kersten Ha/lander qtrs semi 
Kristen Walsh 16s 16s 
Adrienne Fisher qtrs dnp 
Kim Russell qtrs qtrs 
Laura Fenton semi qtrs 
Christie Van Hees dnp dnp 
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th e action to your comput er 
screen. This year's plan includes 
frequent results posting, up-to­
th e-min ute pro match report-
ing, digital photography, 
streaming video of select pro 
matches, and web-radio inter-
views with top pro's as well as 
audio play-by-play voice 
streaming of th e quarters, 

.~ ----UNITED STATES OPEN 
RACQUETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS'" 

II• 
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1111 
CHOICE HOTELS INTERNATIONAL 

semi's, and finals. Special 
Supporting St. Jude Children's Research Hospital th anks to comput er guru and 

webmaster Willie Tilton for 
spearheading thi s ambitious project. 

The Pros! As always, th e focal point 
of the Choice Hotels U.S. OPEN is 
high-quality professiona l competi­
tion. Anyone on tour will tell you 
th at th e intensity is at its highest at 
this event , making every match 
yield 120% effort from both players. 
These athl etes provide first-rate, 
incredible entertainment in th e 
quest for th e coveted U.S. OPEN 

title, and never before have so man y 
different players had a real shot at 
winn ing thi s particular crown. The 
IRT, LPRA, and LEGENDS Tours 
have begun to show more parity at 
the upper positions, th anks to hot 
talent on th e rise. Follow along with 
the comp anion previews of the tour 
lineups elsewhere in th is issue, to 
learn more about which players to 
watch at thi s year's Choice Hotels 
U.S. OPEN. See you th ere! 

see individual odds, beginning on page 28 ... 
'00 '99 '98 '97 '96 Performance Factors 
1st semi 1st 2nd 1st Bookmaker's nightmare! 
2nd 2nd 2nd 1st semi Does he have one more in him? 
32s 1st 16s qtrs 16s How will he do as the favorite? 
qtrs semi semi semi qtrs Must maintain his power all week 
qtrs Can he win, at less than best? 
16s 32s Not if, but when, he'll win his first 
semi 64s Fit enough for multiple upsets? 
qtrs qtrs 16s 32s Must do his best, is he due? 
16s 16s qtrs 16s qtrs Court suits him, but he'll need it all 
32s Needs to turn it up a notch 

'00 '99 '98 '97 '96 Performance Factors 
semi semi qtrs semi 2nd Defender with confidence 
semi 1st 1st 2nd semi Always plays well in Memphis 
32s 32s Will Cinderella's magic return? 
2nd dnp dnp dnp dnp Needs all her firepower 
qtrs qtrs qtrs 32s Would be a career peak 
16s 32s Her time will come ... this year? 
32s Has the power to beat them all 

Needs a miracle, and more power 
qtrs 16s qtrs qtrs 32s Past her prime, but experienced 
1st 2nd 2nd 16s 32s Past champ is back, look out! 
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Hyper Carbon® the stiffest, 
lightest, strongest material 
ever used in racquetball, 
generates maximum power 
in the hoop. 

lso-Zorb™ acts as a buffer 
between the TRIAD™ hoop 
and handle to dramatically 
increase comfort. 

Because shock is trapped 
in the hoop the handle of the 
the TRIAD racquet remains 
stable at ball impact. 

TRIAD is the most significant breakthrough in racquet development since the 
beginning of racquetball. Our patented tri-component design creates racquets 
of uncompromising power, control and comfort. They deliver a level of 
performance impossible in ordinary one-piece racquets . r,,.,;;_ .t': ./ 
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Derek Robinson t 
Top IRT Pro Player 

Free TRIAD backpack 
when you purchase the 

new TRIAD 150 or 170. 

Cliff Swain 
Six Time Pro 
World Champion 

wilson.com 
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Nearly a decade has passed since racquetball 
power broker Doug Ganim pitched the then­
AARA Board of Directors on the U.S. OPEN 
concept. Now, as the USRA marquee event 
enters its eighth year, it remains the most 
eagerly anticipated tournament of the year, 
for players and fans alike. 
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EACH OTHER Over the years, the pursuit of the sport's most prestigious crown has produced some 
incredible performances and spectators have been treated to some of the finest 
matches ever seen. Here are some of my favorites: 

;·52~ 
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1996 ... At the inaugural US OPEN: Marty Hogan and Dave Peck relive the glory 
days of the '80s on th e portable court; Woody Clause's inspired run to the semis; 
hometown hero Andy Roberts' surgically-precise win over Cliff Swain in the semis; 
Sudsy Monchik's convincing victory and affirmation of his place atop the sport. 

1997 ... John Ellis' game-five nail-biter win over Jason Mannino in the quarters; 
Cliff Swain's determin ed performance in earning his first U.S. OPEN crown, which 
allowed him to regain the #1 ranking from Monchik; the resulting feeding frenzy 
among the racquet manufacturers (which ultimately led to Swain's long-term, lucra­
tive contract with Wilson). 

1998 ... Mike Locker's upset over Andy Roberts in the 32's; Eric Muller's Cinderella 
run to the semis (this author's favorite moment); Swain's ability to reach the finals 
without hitting a single drive serve (due to an elbow injury); Monchik 's devastating 
drive serves and power from both sides led to his second US OPEN title and one of 
the most dominating single tournament performances in history. 

1999 ... Jason Mannino's back-to-back victories over Monchik and Swain to win the 
title (in my mind , the finest moment in Mannino's career). 

2000 ... 17 year old Kane Waselenchuk's first-round drubbing of defending cham­
pion Jason Mannino; Locker's inspired appearance in the semis; the foreshadowing five-game quarterfinal battle 
between Waselenchuk and Alvaro Beltran (won by Beltran); Monchik's third U.S. OPEN win affirms that he is a 
lock to win the event in every even-numbered year. 

MEN 
Sudsy Monchik 
Cliff Swain 
Jason Mannino 
John Ellis 
Kane Waselenchuk 
Jack Huczek 
Alvaro Beltran 
Rocky Carson 
Mike Guidry 

Age Odds* Favored Against Hands Full with 
29 2:1 Cliff Swain Kane Waselenchuk 
3 7 3: 1 Rocky Carson Alvaro Beltran 
28 2:1 Alvaro Beltran Rocky Carson 
3 7 8: 7 Cliff Swain Jack Huczek 
22 3: 1 Sudsy Monchik John Ellis 
20 6: 1 John Ellis Sudsy Monchik 
25 7 5: 1 Cliff Swain Jack Huczek 
24 15: 1 jack Huczek Cliff Swain 
33 25: 7 Cliff Swain Jack Huczek 

*Odds are calculated for winning the entire event ... In a potential 
quarterfinal match up against the opponents listed, it could go either way ... ! 

~ PACQUETBAll 

2001 ... Monchik breaking his foot 
two days before the event; Ruben 
Gonzalez turning back the hands of 
time with a round of 16 win over 
partner Mike Guidry; age and 
treachery overcoming youth and 
skill, with Swain gutting out a gruel­
ing five-gamer over Waselenchuk in 
the quarters; Swain nabbing his 
second title and regaining the #1 
ranking (which he would retain for 
the remainder of the season). 

... IRT ... continues on page 45 
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INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL TOUR SEASON RANKINGS 
[ 2003 Season-End Rankings ] 

Points Player Hometown Last Issue In '02 
1. 4964 Jason Mannino San Diego, CA 1 2 
2. 4040 Kane Waselenchuk Edmonton, Canada 2 4 irt-tour.com 3. 3580 Cliff Swain Braintree, MA 3 1 
4. 3474 Jack Huczek Rochester Hills, Ml 8 5 Swain ... Off Season 
5. 3360 Alvaro Beltran Tijuana, Mexico 5 6 The Legends Tour traveled to 
6. 3263 Rocky Carson Santa Maria, CA 7 7 Portland, Oregon June 6-8 for the 
7. 3169 John Ellis Stockton, CA 4 3 Tournament of Champions, where 
8. 3003 Sudsy Monchik Staten Island, NY 6 17 twelve players competed for 

9. 2684 Derek Robinson Kennewick, WA 9 8 $10,000 and the Champions Cup. 

10. 2554 Mike Guidry Carrollton, TX 10 10 
In the semi, top seeded Cliff Swain 
defeated Steve Lerner, 15-7, 15-

11. 2266 Mike Green Ontario, Canada 11 11 12, while Mike Ray defeated Marty 
12. 1786 Jason Thoerner Canton, GA 12 30 Hogan 15-14, 15-14 . For the 
13. 1290 Dan Llacera Rehoboth Beach, DE 17 22 grand prize, Swain defeated Ray in 

14. 1280 Chris Crowther Riverside, CA 15 14 straight games of 15-10, 15-9. 

15. 1076 Javier Moreno Chihuahua, Mexico 14 16 
It was the third Legends event of 

16. 1044 Ruben Gonzalez Staten Island, NY 13 12 the year, setting the season rank-
17. 1038 Dan Fowler Rockville, MD 16 15 ings to date as: 1) Cliff Swain, 2) 
18. 926 Mike Dennison Twinsburg, OH 18 27 Marty Hogan, 3) Mike Ray, 4) 

19. 844 Josh Tucker Joplin, MO 25 154 Dave Peck, 5) Steve Lerner, 6) 

20. 813 Shane Vanderson Dublin, OH 20 34 Ruben Gonzalez, 7) Gregg Peck, 
8) Corey Brysman. 

2003-2004 INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL TOUR SCHEDULE & SCORECARD 
SPONSORS • ASHAWAY • CREW-WEST • E-FORCE • EKTELON • HEAD • PRO KENNEX • PROPENN 

August 21-24 ............ New Orleans, LA .............................................. Summer Cooler@ Elmwood Fitness, 504-553-0119 
Aug. 28-Sept.1 .......... Stockton, CA .................................... ........ Stockton Pro-Am@ lnShape Sports Club, 209-472-2100 
October 9-12 ............ Washington, DC ...................................... ............................................................ Team Ed Pro Am @ 
October 17-19 .......... Albuquerque, NM ............. New Mexico Invitational@ Midtown Sport & Wellness, 505-888-4811 
October 30-Nov 2 .... Chicago, IL .............................. Halloween Classic@ Athlet ic Club of Bloomingdale , 630-430-1478 
November 6-9 ........... Norfolk, VA ............................................................................... Virginia Open@ Chesapeake YMCA, 
November 19-23 ...... Memphis, TN .............. Choice Hotels 8th U.S. OPEN@ Racquet Club of Memphis, 901-765-4400 

January 8-10 .............. Cleveland, OH .................................... . Cleveland Open @ Severance Athletic Club, 216-291-5550 
January 15-18 ............ New York, NY ................................. New York City Pro Am@ SportTime of Syosset, 516-496-3100 
February 26- 29 ........ San Diego, CA ...................................... San Diego Open@ American Athletic Club, 619-954-9802 
March TBA ................ Boston, MA ................................................................................................... Foxwoods Pro-Am, TBA 
March 4-7 ................. Florence, KY .................................................................................................................................. TBA 
March 25-28 ............. Greensboro, NC ......................................... Greensboro Open @ Sportscenter Triad, 336-841-0100 
April 22-25 ................ Las Vegas, NV ................................................................................ Chuck Minker Sports Center, TBA 
April 29-May 1 .......... Phoenix, AZ ............................................... Pro Nationals@ Arizona State University, 480-965-8900 

For information concerning any IRT events, contact Dave Negrete at 630-430-1 IRT [1478] or send e-mail to 
negretz@mindspring.com, or go to www.irt-tour .com. 
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A summer of upheaval on the women's pro circuit 
has led to an interesting 2003-04 season kickoff in 
Mexico. Will new management , a new commis­
sioner and a new board of directors help the LPRA 
continue to strengthen itself? We'll see. 

With an entire summer off, and no major events between the May USRA Nationals 
in Houston and the first scheduled LPRA stop in Rosarito Beach, Mexico in August, 
this prognosticator (much lambasted in the past for his poor predictions ... hey, I'm not 
Jimmy the Greek here) offers up his preview of the Choice U.S. OPEN championships 
for 2003, on the women's side of the card. 

#1 Cheryl Gudinas: We're in familiar territory here. For the second season in a row, 
Cheryl has absolutely dominated the women's tour, winning 9 of its 12 events while 
only missing one final, and she holds a commanding point lead over her closest 
rivals. The only difference this year is that her top priority has been met, having 
finally taken the 2002 U.S. OPEN crown. This confidence will only serve to help her 
defend, making her an overwhelming favorite in Memphis. Odds 6-5. 

#2 Jackie Rice: By the time this write-up hits the streets, Jackie very well may have 
dropped from the #2 slot, or announced her retirement altogether. After a difficult 
loss in the final of her own event back in January, Jackie skipped all but the two 
primary women's events in the first half of 2003 (Pro nationals and USRA Singles). Is 
she stepping back from the rigors of touring and just competing in the majors? If so, 
will the two-time U.S. OPEN champ have what it takes to make it to the top once 
again? It could be tough. Odds 5-1. 

#3 Kerri Wachtel: Kerri didn't match her outstanding 2001 season (where she took 
out the #1 and #2 players to win the U.S. OPEN crown) last year, but she did 
manage a win in her hometown event and made a number of final appearances. It's 
possible that Kerri could enter the U.S. OPEN as the #2 seed. She'll need to focus, 
though, to return to this event final, and draw from all her past experiences to take 
out long-time rival Gudinas for the crown. Odds 3-1. 

#4 Rhonda Rajsich: Rhonda maintains a somewhat strong hold on the #4 slot entering the new season. She 
didn't quite match her performance in the two seasons prior, having only made one final and getting shut out of 
the win column. She also suffered a setback in the quarters of last year's OPEN. Can she bounce back? Rhonda 
plays hot and cold, and she can show flashes of brilliance (like her run as the #44 seed into the 2000 final). 
Hopefully we'll see the Rhonda of old in Memphis . Odds 5-1. 

#5: Kersten Hallander: Kersten has consistently been ranked No.4 or 5 for the 
last five seasons, but has only made a single final in that same period. The No. 
4/5 seeding is always a tough one: you're faced with the prospect of a quarterfi­
nal match-up against your closest rival on tour, a player who is probably your 
absolute equal. Then, the winner of this (more often than not) marathon turns 
right around and plays Cheryl Gudinas, the most dominant player on tour in a 
decade. Kersten will need the win of her career to have a chance at the crown. 
Odds: 8-1. 

#6: Adrienne Fisher: Adrienne has all the tools to be the sport's next superstar. 
Ranked well below the top 10 just a year ago, she shot to the No.6 spot by 

PACQUfTBAll 

WOMEN 
Cheryl Gudinas 
Jackie Rice 
Kerri Wachtel 
Rhonda Rajsich 
Kersten Ha/lander 
Adrienne Fisher 
Laura Fenton 
Christie Van Hees 

... LPRA ... continues on page 47 
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Ladies Professional Racquetball Association Season Rankings 
[2003 Season-End Rankings] 

Points Player Hometown Last Issue In '02 ladiesproracquetballl.com 
1 1213.00 Cheryl Gudinas Lisle, IL 1 1 
2 695.750 Jackie Paraiso Rice El Cajon, CA 2 2 Update ... 
3 649.750 Kerri Wachtel Cincinnati, OH 3 3 Changes for the ladies seem to 
4 476.500 Rhonda Rajsich Phoenix, AZ 4 4 be the norm, as they enter t he 
5 324.750 Kersten Hallander San Diego, CA 5 5 fall half of the 2003-04 season 
6 244.000 Adrienne Fisher Centerville, OH 7 17 with a new commi ssioner. 
7 240.750 Kim Russell Austin, TX 6 8 Claude Crocker, a long-time 

8 187.500 Kristen Walsh Salt Lake City, UT 8 6 supporter of the tour 's North 

9 183.500 Lori-Jane Powell Canada 11 9 Carolina stop , recently licensed 

10 171.250 Susy Acosta Mexico 9 11 the rights to promote and 

11 166.750 Brenda Kyzer Lexington, SC 10 25 admini ster the tour for the 

12 156.000 Amy Foster Fairlawn, OH 12 26 
next three years. 

13 125.000 Jennifer Saunders Canada 15 13 Claude's generosity has been 
14 107.000 Doreen Fowler Rockville, MD 13 15 highlighted in tour write-up s 
15 106.500 Rosy Torres Mexico 14 43 [Nov / Dec. '02] and he was 
16 95.7500 Johanna Shattuck Denver, CO 17 18 pictured in the July/August 
17 87.0000 Laura Fenton Overland Park, KS 16 10 edition [pg .50] accepting his 
18 70.0000 Rachel Gellman Phoenix, AZ 19 14 Joe Sobek Outst anding 

19 67.0000 Denise Mock Allen, TX 18 12 Contributor Award . We wish 

20 62.5000 Ramona Vonondarza Venezuela 20 21 him the best of luck in thi s 
new endeavor! 

• women's tour rankings • scorecard • schedule 

2003-2004 LADIES PRO RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION SCHEDULE & SCORECARD 
OFFICIAL SHOE OF THE LPRA: EKTELON 

September 5-7 ................ Rosarito Beach, Mexico .................................................. Rosarito Beach Resort, 800-343-8582 
September 19-21 ............ Charlotte , NC ............................................................................... .Dowd YMCA, 704-716-6100 
October 17-19 ................ Albuquerque , NM ...... New Mexico Invitation al@ Midtown Sport & Wellness, 505-888-4811 
November 19-23 ............ Memph is, TN ..... Choice Hotels 8th U.S. OPEN @ Racquet Club of Memphis , 901-765-4400 
December 5-7 ................. Denver, CO ..................................................................................................................... Site TBA 

January 16-18 .................. Honolulu, HI ............. See www .ladiesproracquetball.com for calendar updates between issues 
January 29-Feb.1 .............. Coral Springs, FL ............................................................................................................. Site TBA 
February 20-22 ............... Salt Lake City, UT ................................................................. ...................... .................... . Site TBA 
March 12-14 ................... Nashville, TN ................................................................................................................... Site TBA 
March 19-21 ................... Baltimore, MD ................................................................................................................ Site TBA 
April 29- May 1 * ............. Phoenix, AZ ........................................ Pro National s@ Arizona State University, 480-965-8900 

*Combined IRT/ LPRA stops feature a Saturday final. For LPRA information, contact Claude Crocker at cclpra@star­
band .net or Janet Myers at FEET)FM@aol.com, or check online updates at www.ladiesproracquetball.com . 
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Don't miss the $35,000 
2003 World Racguetball 

Championships! 
The LeQends of Racquetball are returning to the historic St. Louis JGC October 23-26th. 

Join "Marty Hogan, Cliff Swain, Jerry Hi lecher, Steve Keeley, Charlie Brumfield, Rich Wagner, Ruben Gonzalez, 
Dave Peck, Mike Ray, Greg Peck, Brett Harnett, Ben Koltun, Gerry Price, Davey Bledsoe, Steve Lerner and more! 

All proceeds benefit St. Louis Children's Hospital 
Party at Harrah's Casino• Hard Hit contest • Shuttle Service Provided 

Childre/\'s For tickets and info email: slc314@aol.com 
HOSPITAL • ST. LOUIS 

mi HealthCare" 

Party for all participants with the Legends at Harrah's casino featuring the Smash band. 
Massage therapy and racquet stringer will be available. 

• Host hotel: Wingate Hotel $82.00/night continental breakfast, 
free shuttle to Harrah's - Mention code #3113 - Phone: 800-228-1000 

• Harrah's Casino $119.00/night rate given only with Thurdsay night stay .. 
Only 15 rooms available Mention code #S1023RB - Phone: 800-427-7247 

For more information visit our websites at www.legendsrbtour.com and www.missouriracquetball.org 

® 
ballyfitness .com 

EVENT SPONSORS 

MOSBY BUILDING ARTS 

~ ltarrahs 

• BUILT F"OR BUSINESS • 

tournament is hosted by the JGC and Bal/y ' s Total Fitness 



Official Entry Form 
All entries receive: Souvenir Shirt• Free Tournament Pro-View Tickets 
• Free Party Pass• Meals and Hospitality Throughout 

,, 
The Legends 1i:Jur 

Classic Pro Racquetball 

Entries and checks should be made out to Missouri Racquetball Association 4470 Westminster Place, St. Louis MO 63108 I Phone 314-531-0988 
You can enter online at www.active.com 
Fees Prize Money 
Open Division -$70.00 
All other Divisions -$55.00 
Junior Divisions (18-)-$15.00 

Legends draw lst-$7000.00 2nd-$5500.00 $4000.00 for semis & $2500 for quarters 
Legend doubles lst-$600.00/team 2nd-$300.00/team 

(does not include ticket to Legends party. Party ticket may be purchased 
for an additional $25.00 with signed waiver from parent) 

Mens Open-1st-$1200.002nd-$600.00 semis-$200.00 (min. of 16 players) 
Mixed Open-1 st-$600.00 2nd-$300.00 

2nd or 3rd event -$35.00 (May only play 3 events if one is mixed doubles) 
Party ticket- $25.00 
Legends viewing ticket-$10.00 
USRA Membership -$30.00 

Womens Open lst-$600.00 2nd-$300.00 
Mens Open Doubles l st-$400.00 2nd-$200.00 
Pro Paddle ball Tournament with $3,000.00 in prize money 

Please print clearly Enter at www.active.com if using a credit card 

Name: Date of Birth: / / 

Address: Phone: ( 

City: State: Zip: 

Email Address: USRA Membership#: 

Doubles Partner: 

> USRA sanctioned 
> Players may enter only 2 events unless playing mixed doubles then may enter three 
> All divisions single elimination 
> Tickets to Pro viewing are $10.00 (free for all players) 
> Tickets for player party - $25.00 
No refunds after deadline 

Cl) 
c::: Divisions for men and women 

Open (1st round losers will drop down to Elite) .o _ Elite (AA) 25+ 35+A/B ...... A 30+ 35+C/D 

• Cl) B 35+ 45+A/B 
C 40+ 45+C/D s D/novice 45+ 55+A/B 
10 50+ 55+C/D ....... 14- 55+ 65+A/B 

Cl 16- 60+ 65+C/D 
18- 65+ 
24-

SIGNATURE : ____ ~------- DATE: ___ _ 
(Parents signature if under 18) 

Doubles divisions 
_Mens Open 
_Mixed Open 

MixedA/B 
MixedC/D 
Mens A 
MensB 

WAIVER: I hereby, for myself, executors and administrators, waive and release any and all claims for damages that I may have against The Legends Tour , 
The Missouri Racquetball Association , JCC, USRA, Ballys Fitness, Tournament Staff and Sponsors or their respective agents for any and all injuries which 
I may suffer in connection with my participation in this tournament. 

Sex: M / F 



Now in its third season, the Legend's tour will once 
again be featured at the 2003 Choice Hotels U.S. OPEN. 
This special circuit showcases some of the greatest play­
ers of the sport's heyday and most events are by invita­
tion only. At the time of this writing the Memphis 
lineup has not yet been confirmed ... but it's highly 
likely you will see most, if not all, of these former stars: 

Marty Hogan - Still considered by many to be the 
greatest player to have ever played the game, Hogan 
was a superstar athlete that helped raise the popularity 
of racquetball. He remains in excellent shape and fans 
will see that he hasn't lost his touch; his backhand 
remains devastating. He'll have his hands full with a 
younger Bret Harnett and Cory Brysman and the older, 
but tournament tough, Ruben Gonzalez. One thing is 
for sure, Hogan still hates to lose and that makes his 
matches a "must see." Odds: 4-1 

Ruben Gonzalez - The only player on the Legend's 
group who never stopped playing competitively, 
Gonzalez - at 51 years old - is one of the greatest 
natural athletes; his game is still awesome to watch with 
incredible gets and rally ending rollouts that will make 
your jaw drop. Look for him to reach the finals for a 
potential "war" against the younger Bret Harnett or 
Cory Brysman. Odds: 2-1 

Bret Hamett - This lefty is still in fighting shape, even 
though he hasn't played much competitive racquetball 
since retiring from the pro tour. But his game is raw 
power and he still has all the shots that made him the 
most dangerous player on tour in his prime. He is the 
defending U.S. OPEN Champion in the LEGEND's divi­
sion and will be looking to repeat. Odds: 2-1 

Dave Peck - Having played a fair amount of competi­
tive amateur age division ball since retiring from the pro 
tour, Peck's not as quick as he used to be, but he still has 
the "money" forehand and ferocious competitive drive 

Bret Harnett winds up a backhand against 
Marty _Hogan in their final las~ fall. 

able; he's always entertaining, although not a real threat 
to bring home the title. Odds: 8-1 

Gregg Peck - In his prime, this Peck brother was one 
that nobody wanted to face. After Marty Hogan he was 
the first pro player to take the backhand stroke to the 
next level, and those who played on tour with him can 
recall that they avoided hitting the ball to the left side 
of the court at all costs! He still has an excellent back­
hand but his lack of competitive play has left him 
somewhat out of shape. Odds: 8-1 

Cory Brysman - Some may not remember Brysman 
from his days on the pro tour, since he was never a 
headliner, but in his prime he had a knack for regularly 
taking out the top seeds. Always in excellent shape, he 
has been really playing well on the recent LEGEND's 
Tour and will be a strong threat to win the tournament 
if he shows up in Memphis. Odds: 4-1 

that made him a champion. He's the "John McEnroe" of Mike Ray_ As a former #1 ranked player, it's great to 
the Legend's Tour so you may want to avoid refereeing see Mike Ray back on the courts again as a part-time 
his matches if asked. But spectating is safe and enjoy- LEGENDS competitor. Another lefty, 

m~~_;~~_;~-r:ii!iiii~;;:;;:;---------- --------7 possessing perhaps the most deadly 

Marty Hogan 
Ruben Gonzalez 
Bret Harnett 
Dave Peck 
Gregg Peck 
Cory Brysman 
Mike Ray 
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• 1 • forehand stoke in the history of the 
4-1 Still has that backhand, and the mouth to go with it! sport, Ray can still give anyone all 
2-1 The "freak of nature" will be diving everywhere they can handle. If in Memphis, look 
2-1 Modern game will be tough for others to handie for him in the finals. Odds: 3-1 
8-1 Can't move, but don't hit the ball to him 
8-1 Starting to find his old form, and backhand 
4-1 Not a big name, but he's got a big game 
3-1 Still has that forehand, and plenty of height 

Don't miss a chance to catch these 
stars ... See you there! 
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In the last two installments, I 
discussed my magical "Center 
Court Position" and "Relocating 
Out of the Box after the Serve." 
Both of these articles addressed 
the topic of positioning, during a 
rally as well as after the serve. 
Today I want to cover yet another 
positioning topic, my magical 
"Positioning After Hitting a 
Ceiling Ball. 11 

Too often I am asked at tournaments 
and at camps, "Where do I go after I 
hit a ceiling ball?" This is a very 
common question , so let's take a 
close look at the photos on the 
following pages, which illustrate the 
correct way and incorrect way of 
moving into position after hitting a 
ceiling ball. 

I can't stress enough how important 
it is to move behind your opponent 
after you hit your ceiling ball, not in 
front so you don't get trapped on the 
wall. 

Fran and I see it all the time where 
people put themselves out of posi­
tion on the wall giving their oppo­
nent the whole court and making 
themselves vulnerable to everything. 

Make sure you work on moving the correct leg so 
you put yourself in good center court position, see 
May/June, 2003, the most advantageous position 
to be in to handle the majority of the shots. Don't 
voluntarily trap yourself. 

After you study the examples, you'll have the 
proper footwork to position yourself after hitting a 
ceiling ball. Try it, since it really works. I do it just 
that way so I always have a fighting chance and, at 
my level or yours, you always need that edge. 

Good luck and I'll see you at a camp! 

*Reference older "magic show'' instructionals online, by going to www.racquetballmagazine.com > "Back Issues" 
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correct positioning 
Trick #1 (The Ready Position) 
• Rocky in good center court position 
• Sudsy hits a backhand ceiling ball 

Trick #4 (The Exchanged Position) 
• Rocky is getting ready to hit a ceiling ball back 
• Sudsy is now in GREAT position ... The Ready Position 

36 P.ACQUfTBAll 

Trick #2 (The First Step) 
• Rocky begins to move back 

toward the corner 
• Sudsy moves his right leg back 

and begins to move behind Rocky 

Trick #3 (The Second Step) 
• Rocky continues to move back 

toward the corner 
• Sudsy takes another step 

moving behind Rocky 
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Trick #1 (The Ready Position) 
• Rocky in good center court position 
• Sudsy hits a backhand ceiling ball 

Trick #3 (The Second Step) 
• Rocky continues to move back toward the corner 
• Sudsy takes another step and really gets trapped on the 
sidewall 

September - October 2003 

Trick #2 (The First Step) 
• Rocky begins to move back toward the corner 
• Sudsy moves his left leg forward and begins to move in 
front of Rocky against the sidewall getting trapped 

Trick #4 (The Exchanged Position) 
• Rocky is getting ready to hit a ceiling ball back 
• Sudsy is now trapped and out of position 

PACQUflBAll 3 7 



• ll!!,,,,,./1!!.,,,.H. Ektelon Performance Series r~ 11.n.• ,,_,,,_,,, " The Drive Serve by Kane Waselenchuk 
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The drive serve, in my opinion, is one of the most 
important parts of the game today. The drive serve 
can be used to keep your opponent off balance and 
guessing. It is used to produce a weak return from 
your opponent, thereby setting you up for the 
offensive shot (and hopefully a point). It can even 
be used to change the momentum of the game and 
allow you to control the pace. 

Since I am left-handed (kudos to all you fellow left­
ies out there), I position myself more toward the 
right side of the server's box, at the end of the right 
third of the box. The sequence is as follows: 

PHOTO #1 
• Align your feet lfi feet apart right on 
the inside of the short line, with knees 
bent at a 45 degree angle. 
• Bring non-leading leg behind body and 
toward front wall, as racquet is in 
beginning part of stroke. 

PHOTO #2 
• Ball drop and step forward are 
simultaneous, with the leading leg 
stepping toward the front wall. 
• Transfer weight to leading leg while 
swinging through with racquet (keep 
racquet face parallel to floor). 
• Arm is at a 90 degree angle at this time . 

PHOTO #3 
• Upon contact with the ball, extend arm 
out slightly to follow through . 
• Hips and shoulders turn to face the 
front wall. 

Key points to remember: Stay low, do not revert to 
standing position and always, always, always keep 
your eyes on the ball. 

It is best to serve a variety of serves from the same 
spot/area in the server's box, this will prevent your 
opponent from forecasting your serve pattern. The 
key to perfecting a drive serve is to practice of 
course! Become comfortable with the drive serve 
and it will prove to be a useful tool time and time 
again . 

September - October 2003 



Learning the proper technique 
for an overhead ceiling ball will 
give you an important weapon 
to help keep your opponent 
deep in the back court, 
allowing you to control center 
court . 

Cliff's technique of comparing a 
forehand ceiling ball to 
throwing a ball works! It is the 
best way to simplify your stroke 
and to eliminate mistakes. This 
will help keep your opponent 
on the defense and you on the 
offense. A definite winning 
combination! 

Practice 
First practice the stroke by 
removing your racquet and 
holding a ball in your racquet 
hand. Stand and throw the ball 
to the ceiling . Hitting the 
ceiling is not important. 
Because of the lightness of the 
ball, you may throw your arm 
out trying to throw it too hard . 
Simply try to throw it as high as 
possible toward the front wall. 

The Real Thing 
1. For the overhead ceiling 

ball, contact is made when 
the ball is above your head, 
and slightly forward. If it 
drops too low or too far 

Practice Points: 
1. Turn sideways. 
2. Rotate your shoulders. 
3. Step into the shot. 
4. Line up your shoulders so they 

point towards the target. 

After a few successful throws, put the 
racquet in your hand and try it again . 

behind you at contact, it will probably hit the ceiling and then the 
floor, missing the front wall completely. 

2. Find the contact point that allows you to hit the ceiling first, a few 
feet before the crack of the ceiling and the front wall. 

Practice Points: 
1. Be sure your racquet handle is 

positioned above your shoulder. 
2. The racquet head should be well 

above your head and pointing up. 
3. Maintain the same shoulder angle 

as you did when throwing the 
ball. 

3. Extend your arm as you contact the ball. 
4. Allow for a natural follow through . 

Quote This ... 

ABILITY SCALE 

Advanced/Pro 
Wilson Game Plan 
instructors are the 
legendary Cliff Swain, 
and top teaching pro 
Chris Evon. 
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"The better you get, 
the less you will use a 

ceiling ball, but the 
better you'll have to be 

at executing them." 
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Building your 
Perfect G,ame 

My local club pro 
wants to videotape 
me, claiming it 

would really help my game tremendously. What do 
you think? 

In my estimation video analysis is the best teaching tool 
you can get. You know the old saying, "A picture is 
worth a thousand words"? I truly believe when you can 
see it you can understand it, and when you understand 
it you can then make the changes or adjustments 
necessary to make improvements . 

Forehand & Backhand Mechanics 

Court Coverage 

Shot Selection 

Serves 

Service Relocation 

Return of Serve 

Footwork 

Emotional State 

Comments (single most important thing): 
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At my camps the participants rave about it. They tell 
me, "I didn't know that I don't ... follow through on 
my forehand, or ... bend my knees, or ... relocate back 
into good center court position after the serve ... " Now 
I can tell them these observations until I'm blue in the 
face, but when they see the videos they say, "Wow, Fran 
you were right." 

Following each of my camps I send out an evaluation 
form to participants, asking them to critique the camp 
and give me feedback on what areas were the most 
valuable. Inevitably I receive the same replies: #1 Video 
Analysis and #2 Play the Pros. I have conducted over 

1,200 camps/clinics in my 20-year career of teach­
< ing and the response is always th e same. -· ~ So the answer is yes, videotaping and video analysis 

could be a tremendous help ... 1) if done correctly, 
2) by someone who knows what they are looking 
for, and 3) knows how to help you make the correc­
tions you need. First make sure your instructor is 
AmPRO certified, and that they have experience in 
video analysis. Then the feedback will be monu­
mental. 

~ 
0 ,.. 
;, ,, 
~ 

> 
:I 
;, -~ 
~. The chart at left is designed to guide you in zeroing 
"' in specific problem areas when looking at a tape. Of 

course there are other areas to look at, but in my 
opinion those contained in the chart are the most 
crucial and will give you more than enough to start out 
with. 

I coach Jason Mannino, the # 1 Player in the World, 
and twice each year we sit down for hours and go over 
match after match after match until we tweak every­
thing in his game from the physical to the mental and 
then to the emotional part of his game. 
We study these matches at the mid­
point, and again at the end of the 
season, and use these same nine a 

~· 
areas in our analysis. Jason 
believes this was the most 
important factor that helped 
him move up from being in 
the top four over the last 
several years to finishing 
#1 at the end of the IRT's 
2002-03 season. Try it for 
yourself! 

by Fran Davis 
fran@frandavisracquetball .com 

I ~e\ 
_, ~\i . 

#..\ 
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Has this ever happened to you? You buy a new racquet­
ball racquet , and then have to spend some time getting 
used to the feel of the string and the way it affects your 
game. Then , just when you have settled into a comfort­
able groove - BAM! - you break a string. "No prob­
lem," you think, as you trot off to your friendly 
racquetball stringer and request the racquet be restrung 
according to manufacturer's recommendations for 
string and tension. You step onto the court for your first 
game with your newly strung racquet. But as soon as 
you start to play, you suddenly realize that everything is 
different-the feel of the racquet, the tension of the 
string, the bite (or lack thereof) on the ball. And you 
find yourself starting from scratch, getting used to a 
new string setup. 

This is exactly the problem I recently discussed with a 
reader. Having come across this frustrating situation 
several times, he finally called his racquet manufacturer 
to ask if he could send his racquet back to be restrung 
by them. Their response surprised him. Not only does 
the manufacturer not offer restringing services, but they 
insisted that his racquet would never play like new due 
to changes to the racquet itself that occur as the result 
of the initial stringing job. 

This answer may or may not be true . Even with strict 
quality control checks in place, a lot can happen to a 

By discussing your strengths and weaknesses on the court, and 
the types of strings available, a professional stringer should be 

able to help you with a setup that will boost your performance­
and offer you consistency from one stringing job to the next. 
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racquet between the time it 
rolls off the manufacturing 
line and the time it appears in 

your local sporting goods ', 
store. The majority of racquets ~ 
are manufactured offshore, 
predominately in Asia, and ~ 
Asian manufacturers use a ~ 
wide variety of stringing tech- ~ 
niques, equipment and string. 
The racquets are th en packaged in bulk and shipped 
around the world, being stored in warehouses and on 
retail shelves before ultimately being purchased by 
racquetball players. All of this introduces a lot of oppor­
tunity for the factory string job to vary from the origi­
nal specifications. 

And even thou gh some racquet manufacturers may 
assure you that stringing results are reproducible if you 
stick to their recommended string and tensions, the 
reader's concern does raise an interesting question: is 
playing with factory string the best choice for your 
game? Playing with the factory string does have some 
advantages. First is cost: it is admittedly cheaper to play 
with the string that comes as a "freebie" with the 
racquet than to buy new. Second is convenience: play­
ing with factory string allows for one-stop shopping. In 
fact, you could pick up a new racquet on your way to 
the game without missing a beat. 

A third factor is that recreational racquetball players 
often do not devote a lot of time to learning about 
string materials, gauges and tensions, and how all of 
these characteristics affect performance. They assume 
that racquet manufacturers string their racquets for the 
"average" racquetball player, and that the string job will 
be "good enough ." And while in large part that may be 
true, it will not take your game to the next level, or help 
when you need to restring. 

Many serious racquetball players have followed the lead 
of some of the top professional racquetball players, who 
immediately cut the factory strings out of new racquets, 
and have them restrung with their favorite high perfor­
mance string by a stringer they know and trust. These 
players are willing to go to this extra effort because they 
rely on their string to give them the extra power, 
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~ control, or bite that they need to 
~ push their game to the next level. e Also, they need to know that they 
"' can rely on their racquets to be 
~ strung consistently. When a string 
~ breaks in the middle of a game, ·-= there is no time to adjust to a new 
E string setup. Points are on the line, 

and the next racquet they grab must 
give them the same level of perfor­
mance they started the game with. 
We will discuss this subject in more 
detail in an upcoming column, in 
which we'll take a peek into the 
stringing habits of a top IRT pro. 

Top tennis players do not have to go 
the extra step of removing factory 
strings, because in the tennis indus­
try a full 80% of all performance 
racquets are sold unstrung. Why? 
Because these players want to 
customize their racquet string and 
setup to meet their playing needs­
not adapt their style of play to an 
existing string job. And, by using 
the same string and stringer, players 
ensure that the string setup will be 
consistent from one job to the next. 
Perhaps someday racquetball 
racquet manufacturers will offer 
their performance frames unstrung 
for just this reason. 

As with all racquet string issues, 
whether to play with the factory 
string or to restring with a profes­
sional stringer is a personal choice. If 
you would like to customize your 
string setup, but are unsure about 
what to do, talk to your stringer. By 
discussing your strengths and weak­
nesses on the court, and the types of 
strings available, he or she should be 
able to help you with a setup that 
will boost your performance-and 
offer you consistency from one 
stringing job to the next. You can 
also visit our website at 
www.ashawayusa.com for more 
racquetball stringing tips, and to 
learn more about what might work 
best for you. 
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Winning Racquetball 

Ten Tips on Picking a 
Doubfes Partner 
by Marcy Lynch --- --~~-

National Doubles is right around the comer ... but 
if you haven't picked a partner, you still have time! 
Here are my tips on finding the "right" one. 

1. Make sure you like the person you choose for a partner. This sounds 
incredibly obvious, but liking your partner is key to having fun -
and if you're not having fun, you're not going to win very often. 
Picking someone you think you can 'win' with is not as important as 
playing with someone you like. 

2. Pick a doubles player. Good singles players aren't always the best 
doubles partners. 

3. Find someone you can practice/play with. It's tough to show up at a 
tournament without playing with your partner. 

4. Be able to discuss and agree upon how to give each other feedback -
before, during, after matches. You want a partner who can support 
you by knowing what to say to you and when. 

5. Check out your potential partner 's on court demeanor by watching 
them play and make sure it complements yours. There's nothing 
wrong with having a 'fired up' partner if you are aware of that possi­
bility and don't find it distracting. 

6. Beware of choosing your spouse as a partner - it can work, but there 
is a tendency to take matches 'home' with you. 

7. Look for a partner that likes to play the opposite side of the court 
than what you like to play. Again, sounds obvious, but don't 
compromise your strength because a potential partner plays your side 
'better' . 

8. A lot of right handed players look for left handed partners. Lefty/ 
righty teams aren't always the strongest. As I mention in the tips 
above, compatibility is more important. 

9. Make sure you can agree on your basic doubles strategy; side to side, 
up and back, or a floating side to side. 

10. Agree on your goals for playing together; whether you want to 'have 
some fun' and 'see how you do' or you want to win a division or 
national title. 

So go on out and ask someone to play. If the person you wanted to 
choose already has a partner, don't stop looking. If you and your partner 
have outgrown each other, perhaps it's time to look for a new one. Just 
remember to tell your old partner before you commit to the new one! If 
someone asks you to play, consider carefully before you respond - some­
times the last person you thought to ask will ask you and be your best 
choice! 

Marcy is a personal coach specializing in racquetball, fitness, and sports performance. 
She currently coaches the Guatemalan National Racquetball Team and consults 
for the U.S. National Racquetball Team. Send on e-mail for Marcy's free on-line 
nevvsletter to marcy@marcylynch.com and visit the web page at www.marcylynch.com. 
Copyright, Marcy Lynch 2003. 
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The Big D Two-Handed B~~kh";.;d [!] 
At seven years old, Derek's father taught him to 
use two hands when setting up for his backhand. 
Now, 27 years later, and with one of the best 
backhands in the business, Derek is a firm believer 
that this technique can work for everyone. 

The biggest mistake kids and adults make is not 
getting their racquet up and ready before every 
shot . Poor racquet preparation can be the cause of 
countless unforced errors. Try this technique and 
you will see an improvement in both your 
consistency and your power! How can you ask for 
more? 

Practice Points 
1. Turn sideways. 
2. As you pull your racquet back, touch or hold 

your forearm with your non racquet hand. 
(Juniors may actually hold their forearm for 
extra support) . 

3. The shoulder of your hitting arm should 
almost touch your chin. 

4. Keep your racquet up and away from your 
head. 

The Big D Two Handed Backhand ... 
Why it works: 
1. Helps you get in proper ready position for 

every shot. 
2. When your non-racquet hand touches your 

forearm you are reminded that you are in the 
correct position to hit the ball. 

3. Your non-racquet hand can actually help you 
raise your racquet arm a little higher. This 
provides more rotation and better power . 

4. Touching your forearm helps you to turn your 
shoulders to get 
maximum rotation . 

Quote This ... 
"This technique 
works! It is a great 
teaching tool for 
juniors, beginners, 
and anyone wanting 
to take their 
backhand to the 
next level." 
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Wilson Game Plan instructor: 
"Big D " RoadShow clinician, Derek Robinson. 

Want to improve your 
backhand? Try this 

simple tip, for every 
level of player! 
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Training 

Sports Injury Imaging 
by Aaron Haydu, D.C. 
ahaydu 18@hotmail.com 

The world of sports injuries has seen many 
changes over recent years and advances in 
diagnostic imaging are no exception. 
Technology has allowed sports medicine 
doctors to better understand the nature of an 
injury, injury risk, and body mechanics as it 
relates to the injured athlete. This article will 
discuss some of the most common choices 
you and your doctor may make in the evalua­
tion of your injury 

Most commonly, plain film radiograph (X-ray) is the 
initial image of choice and its primary goal is to show 
fractures, dislocations , or instability. Modern x-ray 
machines are capable of fine detail, much of which can 
now be produced digitally. Also, newer machines allow 
much less radiation exposure to the patient. X-ray 
examination always involves multiple views that allow 
a complete evaluation of the injured bone or joint . 
Often, non-specific soft tissue swelling can be seen 
based on the nature and severity of the injury. X-ray is 
limited to bone only, as it does not allow for detailed 
soft tissue evaluation. 

MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) has become the 
premiere choice for evaluating injuries because of its 
detail for soft tissue injuries. MRI does not use radiation 
because magnetic fields allow a computer to produc e a 
picture of the area. It is incredibly useful in evaluating 
ligament, spinal disc, tendon , and muscle tears and 

sprains. Often, small fractures not seen on 
an x-ray are readily apparent on MRI. 
Depending on the nature of the injury, 
MRI may be th e ordered as the first method 
of evaluation. Surgeons depend largely on 
the detail of MRI to plan treatment proto­
cols and surgical techniques. 

CT (computed tomography) has also seen 
wide use in the workup of athletic injury. 
CT is an advanced form of x-ray, allowing 
doctors to see various layers of bone injury, 
especially useful in head injuries, and 
injuries to the large bones such as the 
pelvis, spine, and other pelvic trauma. CT 
can also provide clear pictures of the inter­

nal organs for the evaluation of chest and abdominal 
trauma. 

There are also other , more specialized, imaging tech­
niques such as bone scan and diagnostic ultrasound. A 
bone scan is a specialized radiation scan, which can 
show bone changes and fractures that may be missed 
with x-ray or MRI. Ultrasound can help determine 
muscle injury and injury to internal organs. 

Of paramount importance in any diagnostic study is 
quality of the image and a specialist to read th e films 
and interpret the results. Having an open dialogue with 
your physician will help determine the image of choice 
for your particular injury. Consider an imaging center 
familiar with sports injury, as athletes can present with 
unique challenges to a radiologist. Hopefully none of 
these procedures will be necessary in your upcoming 
season! 

..... Clinic Schedule ..... Clinic Schedule ..... 

Date 
September 1 3-14 
September 24-25 
September 1 9 
September 26-28 
September 27-28 
October 4-5 
October 4-5 
November 1 7-1 8 

Site .................................... City 
Club Sport ..... . .. .... .. ... . . .. . Schaumburg, IL 
Cascade Athletic Club .... . .......... Gresham, OR 
LA Fitness ........ . ..... . ............ Tempe, AZ 
LA Fitness ........................... Tempe, AZ 
LA Fitness ... . ...................... Roswell, GA 
The Court Club ... . .. .. .. .. .. ........ Albany, NY 
Auburn Racuet & Fitness Club .......... Auburn, CA 
The Racquet Club of Memphis . .... ... Memphis, TN 

Contact ................ Phone 
David Negrete ..... 630-430-1478 
Gary Mazaroff . .... 505-266-8960 
Karen Key ........ 602-315-5919 
Karen Key ........ 602-315-5919 
Gary Gloeggler .... 678-575-6579 
Jim Winterton ...... 315-884-5945 
Dave George ...... 650-589-6904 
Gary Mazaroff . .... 505-266-8960 

Want to host a Clinic at your Club? 
Call Gary Mazaroff at 505-266-8960. ... between issues ... find updates at usampro.org 
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continued from page 28 ... special preview ....... IRT 

2002 ... Classic five-game quarterfinal 
between Monchik and Mannino (th e 
highest selling racquetball DVD of all 
time); Monchik facing Swain for the 
fifth time in the finals; Monchik 
winning his fourth title, keeping him 
undefeated in even years. 

As deep as the talent pool was in 
2002, this year the competition will 
be even tougher, since eight separate 
players won IRT events last season 
(not including Swain!). With so 
many capable professionals, the 
outcome could hinge on some key 
match ups in the 16's and quarters. 
Here's what to expect from the top 
guns: 

Defending Champ Sudsy Monchik 
- With four wins, one place, and 
one semifinal show in six appear-
ances, Sudsy is to the OPEN what Sampras is to 
Wimbledon. Suds loves Memphis - the adulation, 
the crowds, the broadcast crews, the flying Elvis 
impersonators, the cheerleaders, the music, the 
interviews, the spotlight - it is the quintessential 
Monchik environment. The biggest hurdle for Suds 
will be how badly his body is beaten up in th e 
events leading to Memphis. If he is hobbled , I 
suspect he may struggle this year. If he 's healthy, I 
expect him to take a serious run to break the odd 
year jinx. Odds: 2:1 

Jason Mannino - Despite his win in '99, 
Mannino's record has been mixed; he's advanced 
past the quarterfinals on only one other occasion 
('01). His quarterfinal loss to Monchik last year, 
while gut wrenching, will actually play to 
Mannino's advantage this year; the U.S. OPEN will 
present him a clear opportunity to improve his 
overall standing at a critical juncture in the season. 
I expect Mannino to seize the opportunity with 
poise and confidence. He is the player to beat. 
Odds: 2:1 

Kane Waselenchuk - With his serve, speed, power, 

• All photos with these previews by Vicki Hughes 
... captions list players left to right ... 

agility, McEnroe hands and moxie, Kane is the most feared player on the IRT. Still, despite his 
first round win over Mannino in '00, Kane's best performances have not come at the OPEN. 
With his injuries on the mend, I expect Kane to get his groove back early in th e season, and if 
he hits his stride in November, he may just crush everyone in Memphis. Odds: 3: 1 
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Cliff Swain - The pressure will be on Swain in 
Memphis, as he will be defending his finals appearance 
of 2002 (a bright spot in an otherwise frustrating 
season). With so many great moments and such an 
impressive record at the OPEN (two first place finishes, 
four seconds, 1 semi), rest assured that Swain will show 
up ready to play. Odds: 3: 1 

Jack Huczek - Huczek is not a rookie anymore, and 
this is the perfect backdrop to step up and make a seri­
ous run at the #1 ranking. The biggest challenge for 
Huczek will be finding ways to win against those 
ranked ahead of him. While he struggled with 
Mannino, Kane and Sudsy last season, he made mince­
meat out of everyone else, so I expect that he's favored 
to defend his semi-final points from 2002. Putting aside 
the fact that six out of seven titles have been won by 
power players, the spongy floor of the portable court 
should suit Jack's control game. Odds: 6: 1 

Rocky Carson - Rocky has never put himself in 
contention at this event, but I suspect that he'll come 
to the party prepared in 2003. He quietly had a stellar 
2002 - with his first IRT victory and multiple wins 
over Mannino. While somewhat susceptible to an early 
round upset, I expect Rocky to give fits to the top guys 
if they're having an off day. Odds: 15: 1 

Alvaro Beltran - Beltran surprised many with his 
frequent finals appearances and a win in 2002. If 
Beltran can avoid losing in the 16's early in the season, 
this could present an opportunity for him to move into 
the top four. Early match ups will be critical for Beltran, 
as he might struggle in the 32's and 16's. If he makes it 
through to the quarters, he has a better chance with the 
blasters (Swain, Ellis, Monchik, Waselenchuk) than the 
thinkers (Mannino, Huczek). Odds: 15:1 

John Ellis - Ellis got off to a rough start in 2002 that didn't turn around until after Memphis. With a solid 
performance, Ellis could pick up significant ranking points and move himself back into the top four, and 
contention for the #1 ranking. I expect him to start the season strong, buoyed by a new sponsor and the nation­
wide rollout of the Ektelon "Elli Experience" roadshow. Fitness will be the issue for Ellis, and if he has too many 
early round battles, he may not have the juice he needs on Saturday or Sunday. Odds: 8:1 

Mike Guidry - While he is a long shot to win the U.S. OPEN, I have tremendous respect for Guidry's attainment 
of a career-long goal of winning an IRT event. As he has now demonstrated that he can win on any given day, 
don't count him out in Memphis. Having said that, he has only one semi to his credit in Memphis and he's been 
susceptible to early round losses on the back courts. Odds: 25:1 

The Field - I don't believe that anyone else has a realistic chance of winning ... but nevertheless, Derek 
Robinson, Jason Thoerner and Mike Green are just as likely to reach the quarters or semis as anyone else in the top 
10. If history is any indication, there's always an excellent chance of a lower ranked player popping up in the 
semis. The most likely dark horses include young guns Gilberto Mejia, Javier Moreno, Agustin Tristan, Mitch 
Williams and Shane Vanderson. Odds: 1,000:1 
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continued from page 30 ... special preview '" LPRA 

consistently making the quarterfinals (with one semi 
in Canada) at pro events. Unluckily, she typically runs 
into Jackie or Cheryl in these quarterfinal s, which has 
quickly ended her tournament each time. Like 
Kersten, a breakthrough win is needed at some point 
for her to move into the sport 's elite, a breakthrough 
win that will come at some point in the very near 
future. Odds 5-1. 

Dark Horse Picks 
#17: Laura Fenton: it seems to me that, at exactly 
this time last year, I was mentioning Ms. Fenton as a 
dark horse candidate as well. She made th e OPEN 
semis last year, and recently defeated Jackie Rice 
enroute to the finals of the USRA National Singles. 
She'll have to rely on seeding magic though, to avoid 
the top seeds in the very early rounds , since she fallen 
all the way to No.17 in the rankings. Odds 5-1 . 

Unranked ... Christie Van 
Hees: that's right, sports fans 
... via the hotline to U.S. 
OPEN central (tourney direc­
tor Doug Ganim), the latest 
reports indicate that Christie 
will return to competitive 
racquetball and will play this 
year's U.S. OPEN. After rock­
eting to the No.3 ranking in 
1998-99 season, and winning 
the 2000 U.S. OPEN crown, 
she suddenly retired from the 
sport (to ride horses?!). 

Is she back on the tour? 
What will this mean for the 
sport's power elite? What will 
it mean for the odds-makers 
for the 2003 US OPEN? It's 
hard to tell how long it will 
take Christie to get back into 
tournamentshape(notlong 
at all, if she's been practicing with fellow countryman Kane 
Waselenchuk, but then, rumor has it he's living in Canadian -exile some­
where in Texas). I'm predicting she'll make the semis in a glorious 
return. Odds 4-1. 

Predictions: Van Hees and Fenton make the semis. Wachtel and Gudinas 
make the finals. Cheryl wins a four-game final to repeat as champ. 
Fearless predictions, always. See you in Memphis! Boss 
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photos above & left by Vicki Hughes 
[2002]; below by Mike Boatman [2001] 
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ENifRY TIPS! 

Tip #1: ENTER EARLY! The event 
has become a sell out. We cap th e 
draw at 750 and last year we had to 
turn away 50 entrants. Don't get 
shut out. Send in your entry today. 

Tip #2: ORDER TICKETS NOW! 
The 1,000-seat Stadium Court has 
become a sell out. Tickets are 
required to view all of the pro 
matches , and seats sell-out quickly. 
No-shows might free up some 
session tickets "at the door" but it's 
risky to wait . The ticket package (for 
unlimited viewing all week) is the 
best way to guarantee a seat - but 
packages are sold only in advance! 

Tip #3: ENTER TWO (or more) 
EVENTS. A large draw and limited 
court time do not allow us to offer 
consolation rounds, so we strongly 
recommend entering two divisions 
to guarantee at least two matches. 
Entries are limited to two divisions 
but there are a couple of exception~: 
1) if you would like to play "up" into 
the Men's or Women's Pro draw you 
can still play in two added amateur 
divisions; and 2) if you enter two 
doubles divisions, you can play in 
any third event you choose. For 
these two exceptions only, a third 
event fee is the same as a second 
event fee. 

Tip #4: STAY AT THE HOST 
HOTEL. The official host hotel was 
the Comfort Inn East but they 're 
under renovation! The new host 
hotel - The Ridgway Inn - offers 

an $89/night quad rate and is 
located just two miles from the 
Racquet Club of Memphis. From the 
Ridgway you'll have the convenience 
of the complimentary shuttle, 
running every half hour from the 
hotel to th e venue and back (shuttle 
also runs from the Hawthorne 
Suites). This hotel will fill up VERY 
fast so call to book your room imme­
diately. For a complete list of hotels 
offering special U.S. OPEN room 
blocks call (800) 234-5396 ext. 0 and 
ask for the "US OPEN Hotel list." 

Tip #5: BRING NICE CLOTHES 
AND YOUR DANCING SHOES! 
One of the best things about the U.S. 
OPEN is the opportunity to socialize 
at the man y evening activities, espe­
cially the Grand Gala Party with the 
Pro's. Racquetball or casual attire is 
not allowed at this bash so "dress to 
impress" will be th e rule! 

Tip #6: HEAD HOME LATE. Book 
the very latest flight you can get to 
head home on Sunday. The Men's 
Pro final is th e last match scheduled 
and you won 't want to miss it. A 
packed hous e, booming music, laser 
lights and TV cameras make this an 
experience unlike any other in the 
sport. The match usually ends 
around 3:30 pm, so any evening 
flight will do . Can't get a late flight 
out? Consider going home Monday 
morning. It will be worth it! 

Keep these tips in mind when 
making plans to attend the 2003 

Choice Hotels U.S. OPEN and you'll 
have the inside track. Lastly, if you 
really want to experience everything 
to its fullest, and can splurge to treat 
yourself to an ultimate VIP weekend, 
here are a couple of other ideas. 

PRO-AM DOUBLES FOR ST. JUDE: 
Before the event begins, a special, 
fully-catered Tuesday night 
fundraiser is held to benefit the St. 
Jude Children's Research Hospital. 
Have you ever dreamed of playing 
doubles with one of the best pro 
players in the world as your partner? 
Well, here's your chance. For a $250 
donation to St. Jude you'll be paired 
up with a top ranked male or female 
pro to compete in a single elimina ­
tion draw, plus you'll receive an 
autographed racquet from your pro 
partner at the end of the evening. 
This popular event has also become 
a sell-out, so call (800) 234-5396 ext. 
0 to request a Pro-Am Doubles Entry. 
The first 32 prepaid entrants will get 
the spots! 

VIP LUXURY BOX SEATING. If you 
really want to go first class, reserve a 
four-person, courtside VIP Luxury 
Box for the week. Most are pre-allo­
cated to event sponsors, but a very 
limited number are available for 
individual reservation. The cost is 
$2,200 for the week and includes 
four Gold All-Access credentials, a 

four-person stadium 

2 0 0 3 ~ 
courtside Luxury Box 
with your name on it 
(table service 
included), and unlim­
ited access to the fully 
catered PRO/VIP 
Hospitality Room 
(only the top 16 
ranked pro's, event 
sponsors, and VIP's 
allowed). Interested? 
Please call (614) 890-
6073 to check avail­
ability. 

CHO I CE HOTELS " 

US OPEN ....•. ~ 
R a c q u e I b a I I C h a m p i o n s h i p s \, •- ... - ···. 

News Coverage Features Information Dra111sheets Contact Us 

Check back after August 20th for more information on the 2003 Choice Hotels U.S. OPEN 
Downloadable PDF Entry 

www. ch o i ceu so pen racquet ba 11. com 
www.racquetballmagazine.com 
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GATHERING THE GREATS 
by Theresa Sumner 
Nautilus Fitness and Racquet Club 

The only event of its kind ever to take place in the 
history of the sport, the Gathering of the Greatest II 
succeeded - again - in reuniting some of the world's 
greatest female racquetball professionals for a weekend 
of intense play. Lighting up the courts of Nautilus 
Fitness and Racquet Club in Erie, Pennsylvania, fifteen 
of the finest female pros of the 70's, S0's, and 90's gath­
ered to raise scholarship money for the John 
Tramontano, Jr. Education Foundation . 

Thanks to extremely generous local and equipment spon­
sorship; enthusiastic support from the Pros, and a well­
crafted schedule of events by tournament director, Julee 
Nicolia, the event proved to be everything that any "gather­
ing of the greatest" should be. The Pros were a class act, 
both on and off the courts. Players and spectators alike 
reveled in the charged atmosphere and superb hospitality, 
which included gift packages for each entrant and a food 
tent boasting everything from bagels and coffee to catered 
Italian dishes and even a pig roast. It was the right combi­
nation of great racquetball and serious fun as attendees 
raised thousands of dollars for the designated charity. 

Guests of honor included Lynn Adams, Malia Bailey, Fran 
Davis, Chris Evon, Laura Fenton, Lorraine Galloway, Kaye 
Kuhfeld, Mary Lyons, Joy MacKenzie, Janell Marriott, Caryn 
McKinney, Molly O'Brien, Susan Pfahler, Jean Sauser, and Shannon 
Wright. Upon arrival at her complimentary Clarion Hotel room, 
each pro found a welcome package containing a commemorative 
sweater, wall clock, wine, chocolate, and more. As has become tradi­
tion, the Pros also enjoyed a private, poolside dinner on Friday 
night. 

Beginning with the Friday Pro-Am event and ending with the 
Amateur Doubles finals on Sunday afternoon, play filled all eight 
courts. In between, double elimination pro Doubles and Amateur 
Doubles events kicked off on Saturday with 56 amateur teams 
placed into seven divisions. To the delight of the crowd, seven pro 
teams rotated on two pristine glass courts. A roster of thirteen Pros 
was rounded out at the last minute by the addition of one-time Erie 
local Karin Sobotta, and the Pro Doubles tournament captivated 
fans throughout. 

Sunday morning brought the much-anticipated finals, featuring 
McKinney and Fenton against Bailey and MacKenzie. The match 
was complete with news cameras, a photographer, and sideline 
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Above, top to bottom, L-R: 
Mackenzie, Evon, Wright, Davis 

Bailey, Pfahler, Adams, Lyons, Fenton 
Kuhfeld, Marriott, Galloway, McKinney 

Below (/-r): Malia Bailey, Shannon Wright and 
Lynn Adams. Photos: Courtesy Shannon Wright 

and Julee Nicolia. 
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commentary by Sobotta. Spectators 
stood on chairs, sat on the floor, 
and lined the balcony to watch the 
competition, and even the well-trav­
eled food tent was forgotten in the 
playoff excitement. 

Combining tight teamwork with a 
tenacious drive to succeed, Bailey 
and MacKenzie took the first game, 
15-8. Replying with sound serves 
and smart play, McKinney and 
Fenton pulled together to force a 
tiebreaker after taking the second 
game, 15-12. The fluid play, poise, 
and tempo control employed by 
Bailey and MacKenzie, however, 
became most evident during the 
tiebreaker. Mackenzie, three months 
pregnant at the time, managed to 
twist into three half-dives to keep 
the ball in play and once took a 
shot from under Bailey's feet when 
Malia jumped over a ball off the 
back wall. Bailey and MacKenzie 
went on to take the match with a 
decisive 11-4 tiebreaker win. 

Fundraising began Friday evening, 
successfully raising $3420 by the 
evening's end. Amateurs opened 
bidding to team-up with a Pro, with 
the first auction donation setting 
the tone by topping out at $600. 
Each top bidder then selected a pro 
partner through a blind draw and 
no one was disappointed, as 
McKinney took every diving oppor­
tunity and Adams entertained 
opponents and spectators alike. 
Many pros graciously offered play-
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L-R: Mary Lyons, Susan Morgan PFahler, Janell Marriott 

ing tips and 
strategic advice 
during their one­
on-one court time 
with their part­
ners. In the finals, 
McKinney and 
her partner, Joe 

Garbarino, defeated Molly O'Brien 
and Bob Martini. 

The big bash took place Saturday 
night at the Party with the Pros gala 
in the Clarion Hotel banquet room. 
A long table lined with bouquets, 
wine, and pictures of the Pros 
focused everyone's attention on the 
guests of honor. Nicolia, in her 
ongoing efforts to recognize these 
renowned athletes , enlisted the 
talents of local artist Deb Peffer to 
provide a little ambiance for the 
gala. Peffer did so by sketching 5-
foot tall caricatures of every pro, 
each portraying the athlete with a 
little "flair." [shown bottom right] 

General Manager of Nautilus Fitness 
and Racquet Club, Mike Davis, 
opened the evening by recognizing 
the attendees , while Lynn Adams 
played emcee, auctioneer and comic 
relief. Between 
them, they 
assisted in raising 
thousands more 
dollars as many 
of the 250 guests 
bid on such 
donated items as 
racquets signed 
by a few top tour-
ing Pros, racquet 
bags, golf clubs, a 
softball bat, and 
various other 
athletic equip­
ment. 

I \ 
' 

In a surprise appearance, U.S. Air 
Force Colonel Barb Faulkenberry 
showed up for the banquet, after 
flying directly from the Prince 
Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia. She 
had planned on playing in both of 
the Gathering of the Greatest tour­
naments but had, up until this 
point, been unable to depart from 
her tour of duty in the Middle East. 

Events such as the Gathering of the 
Greatest hold multi-tiered signifi­
cance for our communities, chari­
ties, and athletes, and more 
specifically, for the sport. For many 
fans, this was not just an opportu­
nity to watch great racquetball; it 
was a chance to witness, firsthand, 
the outcome of years of dedication 
by a few female athletes focused on 
a common goal. Thanks go out to 
all who so graciously donated time , 
money, and talent for the benefit of 
so many. 

As happens with any great show, 
repeat performances are in high 
demand. For your chance to take 
part, look for announcements in 
RACQUETBALL about a Gathering 
of the Greatest III ... 
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Wikorne: 2003 Dallas Open 
2003 Dallas Open 
St01y and photos by Christy Cramer and Ben Brewster 

Dallas native Jack Gian purchased the Landmark Fitness 
Club last year and promptly began a comprehensive 
development program for racquetball. An avid player and 
experienced businessman , Jack stated that he feels, "very 
lucky to be able to tum my hobb y into a full-time busi­
ness." One of his first steps was to commit to a full-time 
racquetball staff, and to hire Martin McDermott to head 
his programs. "Martin is an excellent instructor and we 
share the same passion for developing the sport." 

The Landmark features an all-glass court dubbed "The Fishbowl" by 
the pros, and Martin and Jack are currentl y trying to secure a Pro 
Stop for early 2004 and are already committed to hosting next 
year's Dallas Open. Jack believes the sport will grow through vigor­
ous sponsorship of grassroots efforts, and he currently has man y 
ongoing programs underway, including : the Dallas Doubles Series, 
Saturday Handicap Shoot-outs, daily leagues , Junior Cam ps and the 
Dallas Singles Series. 

Some of the results of these efforts were evident at the 
Second Annual Dallas Open Tournament, May 16-18. 
Highlights of this year's "landmark" event included prize 
money for each division winner , with the total purse 
topping $6,000, and 12-year old Taylor McDermott 
winning the Men 's C division . At the other end of the 
spectrum, Mike Guidry won the $2,000 pro division prize 
for the second straight year, with a win over Brian 
Fredenberg. This came on the heels of his big pro win in 
New York, where Mike defeated season-champ Jason 
Mannino to mark the first tour stop title of his career. 

Jack was pleased that, "with the help of sponsors we were 
able to triple the tournament purse and provide great 
hospitality." Financial Services, represented by player and 
CEO Virgie Brooks was once again the major underwriter, 
and a total of sixteen player-patrons helped the total prize 
money top $6,000. And with the help of Greg McElroy, VP Marketing for the Texas 
Rangers Baseball team, products from Budweiser, Dr. Pepper , Dasani Water and 
Powerade were donated. 

Top: At check-in, Martin 
McDermott (L) Tournament 

Director, and Christy Cramer 
staff the tourney desk, while 

Club Owner jack Gian 
welcomes players. 

Middle : Denise Mock, (R) 
Women 's Open Winner 

accepts congratulations and 
check from Carly McDermott. 

Bottom: Winner-Men 's C 
Division: Taylor McDermott . 

Taylor is 12 years old ... 
watch out B Division! 

In the coming months, Jack and Martin are committed to making the 3rd Annual Dallas Open a reality, and plan 
to combine it with a pro stop. They believe that man y more sponsorship opportunities exist and that prize money 
can double next year. Visit the Landmark Club 's website at: www.sofdesign.com/landmark/ to find dates of upcom­
ing events, plus read a complimentary series of Martin's instructional articles. 

Dallas Open Winners: Pro: Mike Guidry; Men's Elite: Martin McDermott; Women's Open: Denise Mock; Men's A: 
Tim Larrabee; Men's B: Bruce Reiff; Men's C: Taylor; 30+: Brandon Smith; 35+: Don Sims; 40+: Mark Frohman; 45+: 
Jimmy York; 50+: Howard Walker; 55+: Ottis Campbell; 65+: Bob Sullins. 
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diary ... continued from ·,;age 1 3 

Monday, August 4 - Last Practice Day. Team USA is 
settling into their corners of the apartment. It begins to 
feel livable, though not ideal. I need my space and soli­
tude, and am determined to find ways to get it. 

Tuesday, August 5 - Competition Begins. In a way, it is 
nice to begin after being here almost a week. It is time to 
determine my fate. Beginning to feel the nervousness, 
and I am a little envious of the comfort found in being 
part of an actual team - like volleyball or B-Ball. But in 
reality, there is so much to be said for having only oneself 
to hold accountable or hopefully to credit, and having the 
courage to do this on my own. I wouldn't have it any ·,a .- 11 
other way, singles competition, for me, is where it 's at. 

The Round Robin's don't necessarily go as predicted. I am 
certain the main draw will be full of surprises. There is no 
use thinking ahead. I have to attempt to do the things I 
need to do to play well. I can't worry about who or what 
will come next. 

Wednesday, August 6 - Second Day of Round-Robin. I 
play Lupita Torres from Mexico. I win the first game, 15-5 
and go up 1 0-4 in the second. The next thing I know it is 
10-8, although I ultimately win 15-9, I am displeased 
with Lupita's run of four points. I know I won't be able to 
allow runs like that in the medal rounds. Hopefully, this 
will sharpen me for tomorrow. 

Thursday, August 7 - Third 
Day of Round Robin. I am 
nervous about my match with 
youngster Carola Loma of Bolivia 
[pictured left]. She took care of 
Lupita easily when they played. I 
know this little girl is going to be 
good. She's a server, a getter, a 
shooter. I start strong. The 
nervous energy helps me. I beat 
Carola 15-1, 15-1. 

She never gets going, but she is 
nervous to play me and our scores are 
no indications of how great she will 
become. I like the way I am feeling on 

the court, but have a feeling I will draw Claudine Garcia in the 
quarter of the medal rounds. I find out this is indeed true. I am 
certain I will have to bring my best game to beat her, as she will 
have her hometown crowd behind her. 

the beautiful new 
venue attracted a 
number of dignitaries, 
who dropped in to 
take a firsthand look 
at racquetball in 
connection to their 
own marquee events 
... see more photos of 
the courts at 
www.racqmag.com. 

clockwise from top left: (L-R) 1. DR Federation president 
Rafael Fernandez, PARC President Oswaldo Maggi and /RF 

President Keith Calkins hit the first ball on the new courts. 2. 
President of the Mexican Olympic Committee Filipe Munoz 

talks with Fernandez. 3. Mexican Federation President 
Aldolfo Baca, Fernandez and PASO President Mario Vasquez 
Rana. 4. Carlos Nuzman, President of the National Olympic 

Committee of Brazil, with Maggi. Photos: Luke St. Onge. 

Friday, August 8 - Day One of Medal Round. Claudine and I have played numerous times. I never remember my 
record against her, only the potential she has to beat anyone here. She is a fair player and a good shooter. I feel a 
mix of quiet confidence and dread. The dread is normal, but I am eager to see what I can do. 
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@~~ International Racquetball Federation 
Pro Kennex XIII World Junior Championships 

entry form - please print ... 

Name Gender: M I F ---------------

Address --------------------
City _________ St ate _______ _ 

Zip Country ______ _ 

Phone (Day) (Evening) _____ _ 

Email ---------------------
8 i rt h date ___________ Age ___ _ 

National Championship Division ___ Finish ___ _ 
Competition in a third division must be mixed doubles. Need a doubles 
partner? D Check here and we'll try to match you up. 

WAIVER: I hereby, for myse/'1 my heirs, executors, and administra­
tors, waive and release any and all rights and claims that I may 
have against the /RF, Pro Kennex, Penn, Orlando Fitness & 
Racquet Club, event sponsors or their respective agents for any 
and all injuries. I also acknowledge the potential risk of eye injury 
during competition, and can certify in writing that my protective 
eyeguards (including prescription frames/ lenses) conform with all 
standards specified in USRA Rule 2.S(a). By registering to compete 
in this event, I consent to be subject to drug testing as adminis­
tered according to IRF/ USOC guidelines, and release all rights to 
the use of event photographs in which my image appears. 

Participant Signature & Date 

LIABILITY: I agree to be liable for all costs for damages for which my child is 
responsible and to pay for all costs arising from any disciplinary action imposed 
as stated in the Junior Code of Conduct, as adopted by the /RF. 

Parent/ Guardian Signature & Date 

Use your USRA MBNA credit card to receive an additional 10% off 
your fees. Only USRA MBNA charges are eligible for this discount! 

MC/Visa _________________ Exp. __ 

Signature ______ __ ______ USRA Visa? 

EVENT DETAILS: For host hotels and special events, go to 
www.usra.org > "Index" > "Entry Forms" to download an 

expanded entry form in PDF format, or call 719-635-5396 to 
request a full entry form by mail or fax. For online details and 

updates, go to: www .racqmag .com > "Event Coverage". 
ENTER ONLINE: www.usrastore .com . TRAVEL: United Airlines 

@ 800-841-0460 [use acct. #511 SM] for best United rate. 
OFFICIAL BALL: Pro Penn 
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Orlando Fitness k Racquet 
Club I Orlando, Florida 
December 17-21, 2003 

TEAM DESIGNATON 
D I am an official member of my national team, 
designated to compete for team points. 
D I am an unaffiliated, individual competitor. 

SINGLES 

• 18 &. under • 10 &. under 

• 16 &. under • 8 &. under 

• 14 &. under • 8- multi-bounce 

• 12 &. under • 6- multi -bounce 

DOUBLES PARTNER 

• 18 &. under 

• 16 &. under 

• 14 &. under 

• 12 &. under 

• 10 &. under 

MIXED DOUBLES PARTNER 

• 18 &. under 

• 16 &. under 

• 14 &. under 

• 12 &. under 

• 10 &. under 

Mail completed entry and fees to: /RF World 
Junior Championships, 1685 West Uintah, 

Colorado Springs, CO 80904-2906 . 
DEADLINE: ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED 
BY NOVEMBER 28 (Postmarked by 11/ 21) 

FAX TO: 719-635 -0685 

FEES AND PAYMENT 
USRA membership # .. . 
Junior Membership .... . ($20 .00) ____ _ 
First event ........... . ($70.00) ____ _ 
Second event .... .... ($35.00) ____ _ 
Mixed Doubles ........ ($35 .00) ___ _ 
Late Fee ........... .. ($20 .00) ___ _ 
Telephone Entry Fee ... . ($10.00) ___ _ 
TOTAL DUE: . . .... ... . $ _____ _ 

ACCEPTANCE: Entries are not 
accepted without pre-payment 
and required signatures. 
Additional surcharges may 
include: $23.00 for returned 
checks and $10. 00 for declined 
credit cards. 

./Jrtq1enn® 
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diary ... continued from page 

The match goes more smoothly than anticipated, 15-4, 15-
6. It is enjoyable to silence any Chicago critics that doubted 
my chances with Claudine. 

Saturday, August 9- Day Two of Medal Round. My 
match with Angela Grisar of Chile; Angela has had the best 
event of anyone as an underdog, so far. I respect her game. 
I am nervous, especially since many U.S. Team members 
began feeling ill last night. I slept restlessly with a sore throat 
and congestion. Surprisingly, this hampers my play in no 
way whatsoever. Right until 5-5, I runoff 24 straight, looking 
at a 14-0 lead in game two. It is a relief to have this over 
with, but I know I will have to get rest tonight to do this all 
again tomorrow. 

My reward for winning today: having to feel nauseous and 
painfully nervous for one more day. But this is the way it is 
at every event, and I guess this is what it is all about: 
Having the courage time and time again to put myself out 
there--win or lose, with no excuses. 

Sunday, August 10 - Gold Medal Match. I wake up 
hoping I will feel nauseous. That is always a good sign for 
me. If I am not nervous, then I really start to worry. I make 
myself go through my rituals. Sometimes it is not easy. 
Many days I wish to get back under the covers and sleep 
away the stress, see a movie and have an unhealthy dinner; 
anything but wonder what my fate will be. Again there is a 
mix of excitement and dread. 

I wake up after tossing and turning all night. As I tremble, I 
remind myself this is a good sign for me. I force myself to go 
through my routine, which does not come easily. This is a 
bad sign. I have no feel for how things will go. I have a mix 
of thoughts on a day when I need to quiet my mind. 

The countdown begins: 25 minutes to the start. What will 
my day hold? I pray I will do well. But my start is less than 
stellar. I am a completely different person than all week. I 
know this will be a mental struggle. Fortunately, this is my 
strength. 

I cannot silence my mind. I justify a potential loss. Would a 
loss here ruin my year? No. Yes! A few things occur that 
urge me on to "chip away. " Somehow, through one of my 
less pretty performances I manage to win game two, and 
the tiebreaker 11-5. I feel comfortable infrequently through­
out. But it doesn't matter to me if it was a beautiful match 
for the fans. It is a mission accomplished, a goal of four 
years captured. Mostly I am relieved and overjoyed to silence 
any critics I have. 
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Brown to Lead 
Racquetball Canada 
Racquetball Canada recently 
announced that long-time 
national team coach Ron Brown 
has been named its new 
Executive Director, after taking 
over for the departing Jan Coates 
on July 2. 

"I've been involved a long, long 
time," said Brown of his time in 
racquetball. "I have worked for a 
lot of executive directors ... I 
think now is a good time to 

[become executive director] myself, there are a lot of 
unique challenges out there." 

Brown, 48, was born in Halifax but has lived in 
Winnipeg for the past 25 years, and has been 
involved with racquetball since he moved to the 
Manitoba capital , as a provincial and national team 
coach, and as an administrator. He also ran the 
Supreme Racquet Club in Winnipeg for four years in 
th e '90s. Brown says he wants to grow the sport at the 
grass roots level. 

"We need to get more people to our facilities, more 
people playing , and more places to play" says Brown. 

"I think that we have lived off the high-performance 
end of the sport for a long time. That may have left 
some of the provinces to tackle grass roots stuff ... Jan 
start ed some things and I would like to continue 
them. I like to build stuff." 

Brown's involvement with the national team started 
at th e original world championships in 1984 in 
Sacramento . He was also national team coach in 
1996, 2000 and 2002 when the Canadian men's team 
won the world team title, as well as Canada's overall 
team title in 2000. In addition, Brown has 
overseen numerous individual Canadian medalists at 
the World Championships and at the Tournament of 
the Americas. He also coached the Canadian team at 
the 1999 Pan Am Games in Winnipeg. 

For more information contact Peter Robinson at 
647.227.5540 or Ron Brown at 204.489 .5889. 
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Free Ground Shipping 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 

1.800.824.1101 
WWlN.racquetballwarehouse.com 

747 Buckley Road• San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
Mon-Thurs &am-9pm • Fri &am-&pm • Sat Bam-5:30pm PDT 

Authorized Dealer • 24-Hour Secure Online Ordering , 
• 24 U.S.R.S.A. Master Racquet Technicians • Gift Certificates Available 
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bags 
balls 
grips 

shoes 
string 
gloves 
racquets 
eyewear 

accessories 
Same Day Shipping 

Bell Racquet Sports 
---=============:::::-• 

www.BellRacquetSports.com 
1-800-724-9439 Free Brochure - Coll since 1991 

Lowest Prices .. call us last - you'll see! 

":i,r:; ... ·~ = 
• FUNNY - ---

RAC47L/ETBALL 
QUALITY GEAR DESIGNED ESPECIALLY FOR 

RACQUETBALL PLAYERS! 

FOR A FREE COLOR BROCHURE CALL (619)890-9300 
OR EMAIL US AT rlchard@riskydesigns.com 

ORDER CHECK us OUT ON THE WEB! SECURE 

ON-LINE www.riskydesigns.com SITE 

exclusively online @ 
racquetballcatalog.com 

866-443-2777 -
When ordering by phon e, 
please have your credit card 
ready, and a daytime phone 
number 

Looking for rulebooks , 
tournament souvenir items 
or other USRA merchandise? 
Go to usrastore.com , or to 
www.usra.org, and select 
"shopping" for more! 

official olympic ring logoed apparel 
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#1 CHOICE OF PROS & AMATEURS 
"Whether original Python or new 

Python Wrap. Nothing Grips like a 
Python .. It's a Facl" 

#I Jack Huczek 

Also Available: 

OFFICIAL GRIP ! 'R acguetbag 
OF THf ~Canada 

I.ERA& • 

Dry Grip 
Wristlacers 
Pro-Kenn ex 
Zone Strings 
Undergloves 

Mfg. By Advance Corp. 
Free Pouch & Headstrap 
Anti -Fog • A nti-Sc ratch 

NEW RED/WT./BLUE TURBO 
PRO TE CTIVE HARDCASES 
TURBO - 9 FRAME COLORS 

INCLUDES "NEW" FROST 
JR/LADIES - 4 COLORS 

LX • TRIUMPH• TURBO "AMBER " 
INTERCHANG EABL ES 

PRESCRIPTIOHS AVAILABLEI 

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME 
OFFIClAL EYEGUARD OF: lf'1!i. 

800-456-4305 
FAX: 770-751-9469 python2 (a mindspring.com 

Lawler Sports __ 
RACQUETBALL 
1-800-875-3101 MART 

www .la wlersports.com 

Complete Pro Shop Line! 
VISA, MasterCard, DISCOVER accepted 

• • • Closeout Specials! • • • 
RACQUETS : 
EFORCE; EKTELON; BAL LS: 
• Bedlam X150 ..... $139 •TT Warrior SS ...... $99 • ProPenn GR J ball. . $2.65 
• Bedlam X170 ..... $129 •TT Rebel SS ....... $69 . ProPenn GR2ba ll . . . $2.10 
• Bedlam X190 . . $99 •TT Scream SS . $69 • Penn BL . . . . . . $1 90 
• Bedlam 170 3518. . .$89 • TT Vendetta SS ..... $69 · · · 
• Bedlam 195 J 518 ... $77 • TT Hornet ss ...... $59 
HEAD ; •TT Deliverance SS .. $59 EYEWEAR: 
• Ti 180 PZ • J 718 .... $49 •P.R. Ultralite SS .... $59 , Head PZ Shield ... $12 
• Ti Fire XL J 118. • . • $69 •PowerFan Focus XS .. $35 • Wilson Hawkeye . . $18 
• Ti 175 XL J 518 .... $69 GLOVES : · Ektelon Vendetta .. $7 
• Ti 220 J 518. . . . . $39 • Ektelon Att itude .... $8 • Power Ring Pro ... $9 
• Ti Flash XX J5l8 ... $15 • Wilson Triad ...... $8 • Scopa Sport $9 

Add Power & Playability ta Your 
Racquetball Game!!! 

Have your racquet restrung by REX LAWLER 
A Certified Professional Racquet Stringer 
Over 25 years experience as a player 

• Over 20 years experience stringing racquets 
• A large string collection to choose from 

371 W. Honey Cre ek Dr ive, Terre Haute , IN 47 802 
Info .: 812 -235 -3701 Fax: 812-235-4482 

Emai l: lawerspo rts @homet own .net 
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14K RACQUETBALL JEWELRY 
14K Gold Pendants 
Large Charm $62 (1 1/4" x 1/4") 
- w ith Go ld Ball $79 
- w ith Diamond $119 

Small Charm $49 (1" x 5/ 16" ) 
- wit h Gold Ball $63 
- wit h Diamond $99 

14K Chains 
Lightweight chains $2 .50/ inch 
Mediumweight chains $4.50/ inch 

.,.1i 
!AiiiiiJ~~ 
~ illiiiii!IJ ~ 

UPS Ground $5 • 2nd Day Air $7 • Overnight $12 

FIRST COAST PROMOTIONS 
4241 Baymeadows Rd., Ste. 18 • Jacksonville, FL 32217 

www.sportsgifts4u .com • 1-800-762-4653 

Racquetball 
Strings 

Tdanun Elite 
$5" 

Supreme 
$5" 

Syn.Gui 
Ultra-fibre 

$3" 
Tournament 

Nylon 
$1" 

( Grips l 
Ribbed-Grip 

$3" 
Diamond-Trac 

$3'-' 

( Grommets) 
Racquetball 

$4" 

America's Best Selling Stringer 
''20 Years Running'' 

KLlr'r'£ilMA.TE @ • Free stringing patterns, 
illustrated 1nstruct1ons and 

• UN -limited lifetime guarantee 

• 30-day money-back guarantee 

• Complete tool krt indudes lifetime 
guarantee on steel string clamps 

800 phone support by our factory 
certified racquet stringers 

• The only stringing machine 
Made in the U.S.A. 

KLl?r'l:il ~.'kifpper~sa:c;~ 11 a·oo:522:5541' 
~ 780CHURCHRD.ELGIN.ILUN0IS60123/T:847.742.1300/F:847.742.0738 

u~ra.org ... racquetballmagazine.com ... usrastore.copl 
ft • -

It's open season. 
Will you survive? 

RJcqyetba!ICatalog.com 

GET $9 TWO-DAY SHIPPING TD 48 CONTINENTAL STATES ON SINGLE RACQUETS $125 AND UP! 

September - October 2003 

JUST RELEASED! 
Incredible new racquets: 

· Ekt,loh MORE 
· Hod iX 
· Pr,=1K~l"\1',"S Sk.\dotu 
. \vilsoh TRIAD 
· E·-FORCE L.\uhc.kp~d 

Register to win o FREE racquet! 
Enter rnupon rnde rm7823. 

No purchase necesary. 

www.racquetballcatalog.com 

BEST PRICES 

BEST SERVICE 
•I" c.~11 "' t,11-f,-« .,t 

866-4-GEAR-77 
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train. know. improve. 

log on or call to team more about how AMP products can 
improve your game. 

Forgettechnology! 
Come come talk to us 

at the US OPEN in Memphis. 

www.AMPsportsTECH.com 
281.782.4409 

Featuring Fran Davis 
(World Premier 
Coach) and Jason 
Mannino(# 1 Pro 
Player in the World) 

PACQUETBAll 

brought to a court near yoo by, 

Crossroads 1 

Access~ -

Dream House 

www.racquetconnection.com 
24 HOUR SECURED ON-LINE SHOPPING 

E-MAIL - RACQUETCON@AOL.COM 

1-888-822-2501 
YOUR RACQUETBALL SUPERSTORE 

WITH ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
AT DISCOUNT PRICES 

SAME DAY SHIPPING - DEMOS AVAILABLE 
RACQUET CUSTOMIZATION BY: 

GENE-GENE THE STRING'N MACHINE 
1-386-788-7780- INFO 1-386-788-7149 24HR FAX 

2090S. NOVA RD#AA10S.DAYTONA,FL32119 

WE BEAT ALL ADVERTISED PRICES .... 

Fran Davis is one of USA,s 
top coaches and clinicians. 
Her credentials read 
as follows; 

• Coaches Jason Mannino 
and Sudsy Monchik 

• Coached 3 Jrs. to over 10 
National and World Titles 

Racquetball Camp Schedules 

** Cities pending: IN; MD; Dallas/Houston, TX; 
S.Dakota; CO; Las Vegas, NV; MO 

For Reservations Call Fran Davis 
Phone/Fax: 415.821.FRAN (3726) 
A Healthy Racquet, Inc. 
4104 24th Street #426 
San Francisco, CA 94114-3615 
email: camps@FranDavisRacquetball.com 
www.FranDavisRacquetball.com 
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l :IIJl!1J1;rn 
Dream House 

What's Included 
In Video 

FRAN DAVIS 
415-821-FRAN(3726) ph/fax 
video@FranDavisRacquetball. 

~ 

Cost/Length 
VHS= $39.95 
plus shipping & 
h -100 minutes 

9.95 
g& 

·oo -12 

Excell.Net"(· 
e•commerce business solutlons 

ATTENTION USRA 
MEMBERS! 

Excell.net offers 
discounts to USRA 

members, for: 
Racquetball Websites 
Domain Registrat ions 

Shopping Carts 
Thawte Secur ity 

Cert ificates 
$15/month Dialup 
Email Account/s 

In addition to your 
discounted fees for 

internet services, 
Excell.net will 

donate a portion of 
your start-up and 

recurring fees to the 
USRA. From state 

associations to 
individual members, 

we help you get all 
that you can from 

the web. Call today! 

Official website provider for RACQUETBALL Magazine 
and the U.S. Racquetball Association 

Excell.Net "Excellence in Internet Service" 
P.O. Box 983, Wilbraham, MA 01095-0983 

(413) 599-0399 - Sales@ Excell.Net 

September - October 2003 

HOLABIRD SPORTS 
SINCE 1981 

FACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER 

CALL 410-687-6400 

* ONLY AT HOLABIRD * 
ONE LOW $4.95 SHIPPING CHARGE-UNLIMITED QUANTITY 

48-HOUR SHIPPING 

www .holabirdsports.com 
LARGEST SELECTION PHOTOS & DESCRIPTIONS 

24-HOUR SECURE ON-LINE ORDERING 
RACQUETBALL RACQUETS- STRUNG 

EKTELON E-FORCE 
MORE A TT ACK ............ 179.00 BALLISTIC ....................... 48.95 
MORE ATTITUDE ......... 149.00 BEDLAM 195 ORIG.·SS .. 79.95 
MORE DOMINANT ....... 199.00 BEDLAM LITE 170 .... ..... 94.95 
MORE GAME ................ 119.00 BEDLAM X 150 ... .. .. 129.95 
MORE THUNDER ......... 129.00 BEDLAM X 170 ...... ....... 119.95 
MORE THUNDER LITE. 129.00 BEDLAM X 190 .............. 119.95 
POWER FAN AIR STICK .. 64.95 BEDLAM X 210 .............. 109.95 
POWER FAN AIR POWER 59.95 BEDLAM STUN 150 ...... 229.95 
POWER FAN ENERGY ... 59.95 BEDLAM STUN 170 ..... 219.95 
POWER RING AIR SCREAM 79.95 BEDLAM STUN 190 ...... 199.95 
POWER RING ARC ......... 59.95 JUDGEMENT-17 5 ....... 189.95 
OUANTUS- MID ............ 29.95 JUDGEMENT STUN 145 259.95 
TRIPLE THREAT: JUDGEMENT STUN 160 249.95 

DELIVERANCE ............ 69.95 JUDGEMENT STUN 175 239.95 
HORNET ..................... 69.95 LAUNCH PAD: 
SCREAM .......................... 79.95 BEDLAM- 150/ 170 .. CALL 
VENDETTA .............. 89.95 JUDGEMENT•165/175/195CALL 
WARRIOR .................... 99.00 REAL DEAL ..................... 89.95 

HEAD REVOLT 175 ................. 149.95 
I. 165 ............................ 109.95 REVOLT 195 .. .. ... 129.95 
I. 185 ............................... 99.95 TAUNT ............................. 76.95 
I. 195 .. . .............. 89.95 THRUST ............ ............ 39.95 
I. 205 .. . .. ........ 69.95 VENOM ............... ......... .. 32.95 
1.x 160 . ............ ........... 149.95 PRO KENNEX 
I.X 180 ..... . .. ... 124.95 KINETIC SMI 10G ........... 79.95 
I.X 200 ........................... 109.95 KINETIC LIGHT 11 ........... 64.95 
I.X 220 ............................. 89.95 PAO SMI 10G .................. 79.95 
MASTER-SA LE ......... 19.95 PURE 1 LIGHT PAO ..... 119.95 
Ti 180 PZ + . ................. 99.95 PURE 1 SHADOW LIGHT 134.95 
Ti 190 PZ ...................... . 79.95 PURE 1 SHADOW PRO .. 139.95 
Tl 220 PZ ......................... 49.95 SPALDING SPECIALS! 

WILSON EXAC·TECH COMP ........ 24.95 
TRIAD 160 ..................... 144.95 PAO EXTREME .............. 24.95 
TRIAD 180 ..................... 134.95 THE GOLIATH COMP ..... 24.95 

INDOOR SHOES 
ASICS GEL ALTA PLUS-L. 57.95 
ASICS GEL VTA-M/L ......... CALL 
EKTELON: 

TOUR- MID OR 3/4- M CALL 
VENDETT A- LOW-M .. 44.95 
VENDETTA- MID- M .... 49.95 

HI-TEC: 
ADRENALIN ULTRA XCEL·M. 65.95 
ADRENALIN ULTRA XCEL·L .. 63.95 
VECTOR XCEL·MID-M ..... 49.95 

MIZUNO WAVE SPIKE·M/L. 44.95 
NEW BALANCE CT648 

GUM- D,EE---MEN ........ 56.95 
PRINCE QT SCREAM-M EN .... 54.95 
REEBOK COURT 

MACABEE II OMX-MIL. 53.95 
WILSON ZONE DST 02·MID·M 64.95 

EYEGUARDS 
BLACK KNIGHT: 

HI-CONTRAST .. . .. . 14.95 
TURBO ......................... 15.95 

E-FORCE CRYSTAL WRAP 16.95 
E·FORCE DUAL FOCUS 19.95 
EKTELON: 

ATTITUDE ................ 24.95 
MAGNUM/ ODYSSEY. 17.95 
MIRAGE... ... 6.95 
MORE GAME ............... 16.95 
QUANTUM ................... 23.95 
REBEL PRO ......... .... 27.95 
SCOPA .. . 13.95 
VENDETTA.... . ..... 10.95 

HEAD IMPULSE .............. 6.95 
HEAD MEGABLAST SHIELD 14.95 

ACCESSORIES 
GRIP S, STRING 

& MORE 

RACQUETBALL BALLS 
6 CANS 

EKTELON BLUE ............. 10.95 
EKTELON POWER PRO. 13.50 
PENN ULTRA BLUE ...... 10.95 
PENN TITANIUM ..... ..... 10.50 
PENN GREEN .. .. .......... 12.98 
PAO KENNEX BLUE ...... 10.40 
WILSON ULTRA ............. 11.50 
WILSON ULTRA Ti ......... 14.50 

GLOVES 
E-FORCE TORCH ... . .. ..... 9.95 
E-FOACE CHILL ..... . .... 13.95 
E-FOACE WEAPON ....... 11.95 
EKTELON 

CLASSIC ........................ 7.95 
CLASSIC PAO ................ 9.95 
MAXTACK EXTREME/PAO 11.95 
POWER RING .............. 12.95 

NEUMANN PAO DUAA·TACK. 13.95 
HEAD SENSATION '02 ... 12.95 
HEAD WEB-LEFT .......... 8.50 
HEAD WEB-RIGHT ......... 5.95 
HEAD WEB PLUS ............. 7.95 
PENN CABAETTA ............. 6.75 

SPORT BAGS 
E·FOACE: 

BACK PACK .......... . 22.95 
MEDIUM SPORT ........ 29.95 
LARGE SPORT ............ 39.95 

EKTELON: 
BACK PACK .... .. .... 22.95 
ATTACK .................... 27.95 
ATTITUDE '03 .............. 44.95 
DOMINANT .................. 34.95 
SCREAM BACK PACK. 34.95 

HEAD INTELLIGENCE BAGS CALL 
SPALDING LG COURT CLUB 19.95 

UNDER ARMOUR 
CHECK OUR WEB SITE FOR ALL THE HOTTEST STYLES! 

SHOP SHOWROOM OUTLET-PHONE-MAIL-FAX 
ALL MAJOR TENNIS & SQUASH RACQUETS , BAGS, SHOES 

& ACCESSORIES - LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES EVER! 

9220 PULASKI HWY.• BAL TIM ORE, MD 21220 
MON.-FRI. 9-5 • SAT. 9-3:30 • CALL 410-687-6400 

24-HR FAX 410-687-73 11 
MAIL OR PHONE- SHIP ANYWHERE. CHARGES-MAST ERCARD, 

VISA, DISCOVER/NOVUS OR AMEX # - EXP. DATE OR 
SEND MONEY ORDER OR CHECK. SM. ADD. SHIPPING CHARGE 

OUTSIDE USA & APO'S. MD. RESIDENTS ADD 5%. FREE CATALOG. 
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national rantings 
MEN 9. Ron Maestas, NM 8. Dave Eagle, OH 7. Wendell Hall, NM 8. Christine Watson, TX 

70. Daniel Russell, TN 8. Joe Garbarino, NY 8. Joe Miller, FL 
Men's Open 70. Bob Wright, IN 9. Jim Stahl, TX Women's B 
7. Mitch Williams, NC Men's Novice 70. Roy Gaul, TX 7. Chandra Shaw, TX 
2. Shane Vanderson, OH 7. Greg West, NH Men's 45+ 2. Diana Courtney, Ml 
3. Josh Tucker, MO 2. Alex Bahls, NM 7. Mitch Smith, PA Men's 75+ 3. Lori Good, IL 
4. Nate Gagne, ME 2. Dusty Gallivan, TX 2. Joe Hassey, NV 1. Joe Lambert, TX 4. Priscilla Krammer, FL 
5. Shane Wood, MA 2. Freddy Guevara, FL 3. John Greer, PA 2. Duane Russell, Ml 5. Sandy Mercado, DE 
6. Ben Croft, IL 2. Bruce Hotchkiss, Ml 4. Dave Milazzo, IL 3. Carl Buschner, MA 6. Patty Barrows, MA 
7. Brian Fredenberg, TX 2. Michael Rivers, OH 5. Patrick Gibson, TX 4. Ken Yahiro, IL 7. Cheryl Kirk, IL 
8. Rocky Carson, CA 7. Pete McConnell, DC 6. Glenn Bell, TX 5. Tony Lang, IL 8. Melanie Hanson, UT 
9. Mike Locker, MN 8. Matt Anderson, MA 7. Len Knudsen, FL 6. Dick Kincade, CO 9. Karen Thurlow, IL 
70. Chris Crowther, CA 8. Logan North, OH 8. Mark Baron, VA 7. Philips Dulaney, VA 70. Judy Ostoich, PA 

70. James Fahey, CT 8. James Janes, CA 8. Earl Acuff, NC 
Men's Elite 70. Glenn Loehr, VA 8. Michael Martin, CO Women's C 
7. Ralph Cuesta, FL Men's 24- 70. Philip Dziuk, IL 7. Marci Laramee, TN 
7. Raymond Maestas, NM 1. Marc Moccia, MA Men's 50+ 2. Beth Gainer, PA 
3. Alex Zamudio, IN 7. Mitch Williams, NC 7. Darryl Warren, CA Men's 80+ 3. jean Lerch, NH 
4. Rodrigo Urzua, FL 7. Andy Hawthorne, OH 2. Mitt Layton, FL 7. Earl Acuff, NC 4. Aline Jackson, AR 
5. Ismael Aldana, CA 4. Alejandro Herrera, FL 3. Mark Baron, VA 2. Robert McAdam, TX 5. Teresa LaBrie, NH 
6. Dana Mahar, NM 4. Jack Huczek, Ml 3. Frank Taddonio, AZ 3. Sam Harry, PA 6. Kelly Corson, IL 
1. James Kostal, WY 6. Ben Croft, IL 5. Ruben Gonzalez, NY 4. }. W Studak, TX 6. Sharon Shapiro, NH 
8. Tom Carey, ME 6. Matthew McE/hiney, FL 5. Jim Luzar, WI 5. Bill Matotan, NM 8. Cherie Evans, WA 
9. Damon Peterson, IL 8. Mike Gaffney, PA 1. John Vohland, CO 6. AL Romero, NM 8. Nancy Hodges, OH 
70. David Guentert, CO 8. Shane Vanderson, OH 8. Russ Palazzo, CT 1. Wendell Hall, NM 70. Tracey Flaesch, MD 

70. Chris Coy, OK 9. Sal Perconti, FL 7. Stuart Strand, CA 
Men's A 70. Walter McDade, TN 9. Don Goddard, Mt Women's D 
7. Roberto Cantos, TX Men's 25+ 10. Keith Wardell, OR 7. Carolyn Watkins, IL 
2. Marty Hammond, PA 7. Mike Orr, PA Men's 55+ 2. Danielle Key, AZ 
3. Kipp Atwell, LA 2. Mike Dennison, OH 7. Bill Welaj, NJ Men's 85+ 3. Sarah Warhaftig, CO 
3. Jody Morris, TX 2. Jason Sylvester, NY 2. Ed Remen, NC 7. Bill Sherman, TX 4. Richelle Kulju, WA 
5. Eric Vought, OH 4. Dan Whitley, MO 3. Tom McKie, TX 2. Ben Marshall, TX 4. Ashley Loyd, TN 
6. Marco Mijares, GA 5. Jason Colangelo, MD 4. Russ Mannino, CA 3. Luzell Wilde, UT 6. Cathy Doucet, NH 
7. Mark Bianchi, OK 6. Aaron Metcalf, FL 5. Bill Wolfe, NY 4. Walter Gordner, UT 7. Janice Bell, GA 
8. Tripp Isley, NC 6. Alain Pujolar, FL 6. David Warner, MN 8. Nancy Aiken, OR 
9. Scott Mitchell, CO 8. Craig Allen, WA 7. Dan Jones, GA WOMEN 8. Kim Roy, NH 
70. Wade Reuther, WA 9. Oscar Macias, TX 8. Joe Quirke, IL 8. Debbie Vering, NM 

9. Ryan Rodgers, TX 9. Ron Marr, KY Women's Open 
Men's B 70. Greg Hasty, IL 7. Denise Mock, TX Women's Novice 
7. Rick Rubin, FL Men's 30+ 2. Heather Dunn, MA 1. Shacoeva Danes, FL 
2. David Levy, FL 7. Brian Fredenberg, TX Men's 60+ 3. Malia Bailey, VA 7. Jackie Morrison, NY 
3. Tim Page, PA 7. Aaron Metcalf, FL 7. Glenn Allen, VA 4. Rachel Gellman, AZ 7. Jennifer Wells, TX 
3. Dennis Whitehead, TX 3. Tom Fuhrmann, AZ 7. Dan Jones, GA 5. Shannon Feaster, MD 4. Courtney Hill, NM 
5. Joel Ernst, OH 4. Dave Stork, NY 3. Warren Reuther, LA 5. Aimee Roehler, NJ 5. Courtney Chisholm, MA 
6. Tom Pendleton, MD 5. Brion Pointe/in, UT 4. Pat Taylor, IL 7. Cheryl Gudinas, IL 6. Katherine Affeltranger, UT 
7. Bryan Himaya, NY 6. Jamal Harris, MD 5. Ron Burdo, FL 7. Brenda Kyzer, SC 6. Lucy Avraamidou, PA 
8. Chris Hulke, MN 7. Roberto Cantos, TX 6. Chris Segura, UT 9. Tammy Brown, Id 6. Diane Bass, TX 
9. Sid Harshovat, IL 8. Chris Jones, OK 7. Ed Sword, KY 70. Lorraine Feeney, MA 6. Monico Gotelaere, GA 
70. Jason Hicks, KY 9. Marco Mijares, GA 8. Pete Keiser, OH 6. Yvonne Grinnell, NM 

10. Peter Beckwith, WA 9. Leland Rients, MN Women's Elite 
Men's C 70. Michael Jackson, CT 1. Teresa Beresford, VA Women's 24-
7. Garry Corter, CA Men's 35+ 2. Tina Hagen, CO 7. Rhonda Rajsich, AZ 
2. Tim Kirk, TX 7. Eugene Coyle, IL Men's 65+ 2. Solanna Taragan, CA 2. Lauren Deutsch, CA 
3. Bob Reou, Ml 2. Kelly North, KY 7. Lee Graff, OR 4. Tina Joslin, TX 2. Adrienne Fisher, OH 
3. Scott Stoodley, NH 3. Dan Llacera, DE 2. Michael Jackson, CT 5. Jill Crouse, CA 2. Kristen Walsh, UT 
3. Paul Tatz, AZ 4. Tony Feldstein, CO 3. Dave Snyder, TX 6. Debra Bryant, NC 5. Kelley Fisher, OH 
6. Jonathan Collins, FL 4. Doug Ganim, OH 4. Rex Lawler, IN 1. jesi Fuller, NM 6. Krystal Csuk, IL 
6. Desmond Slusher, IL 6. Jim Frautschi, MN 5. Grant Morrill, PA 7. Claudia Ramirez, FL 7. Melissa Borgwat, CA 
8. Drew Toland, AR 7. John Collison, DE 6. Bob Sullins, TX 7. Lisa Worshawsky, CA 8. Sara Borland, IA 
9. Jonathan Burton, WA 8. John Barrett, PA 7. Bob Drouin, NH 70. Sandy Colello, ME 9. Da'monique Davis, TX 
70. Brian Butzer, PA 9. Sam Tolisano, NY 1. Alan Dwyer, FL 9. Jeni Fuller, NM 

70. Steve Goedker, Ml 7. Dave Lund, Ml Women's A 
Men's D 7. Al Miller, OH 7. Suzette Solomon, IN Women's 25+ 
7. Jim Stein, PA Men's 40+ 2. Susan Lichtman, NY 7. T.j. Baumbaugh, VA 
2. Maira Moreira, CA 7. Tony Feldstein, CO Men's 70+ 2. Vicki Taylor, MN 2. Rachel Gellman, AZ 
3. Ron Collins, WA 7. Dave Watson, OK 1. John O'Donnell, IL 4. Pat Sims, ME 2. Kerri Wachtel, OH 
4. Armstead Williams, AR 3. Eric Foley, MD 2. Don Alt, OH 5. Diane Chappel, NY 4. Jennifer Lynch, CO 
5. Marc Sherman, TX 3. Jimmy Lowe, AK 3. Sean Reid, NV 6. Maria Vera, GA 4. Aimee Roehler, NJ 
6. Jorge Bejar, GA 5. Scott Cullins, GA 4. Chuck Kaiser, Ml 7. Barbara Christensen, UT 6. Stephanie Munger, AK 
6. George Parobek, IN 5. Bobby Haab, CT 5. Robert Miller, SC 8. Tara Arnett, VA 7. Stephanie Bird, OK 
6. Jason Small, NJ 7. Randy Forrest, FL 6. Ken Karmel, NM 8. Esther McNany, CT 8. Shannon Feaster, MD 
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national ranltlngs 
8. Claudia Ramirez, FL 
1 0. Ramona Vonondarza, FL 

Women's 30+ 
1. Heather Dunn, MA 
2. Amy Foster, OH 
3. Jo Shattuck, CO 
4. Tina Hagen, CO 
4. Candi Hostovich, VA 
4. Lisa Warshawsky, CA 
7. Claudia Ramirez, FL 
7. Paula Truman, ME 
9. Cintya Leveque, VA 
9. Linda Moore, PA 

Women's 35+ 
1. Solanna Taragan, CA 
2. Lorraine Galloway, NY 
3. Felicia Mann, Ml 
3. Denise Mock, TX 
3. Holly Remen, NC 
6. Anita Maldonado, NY 
6. Lisa Mayo, ME 
8. Sherron Boyea, CA 
9. Lynn Fonseca, GA 
1 0. Roz Petrone/Ii, MA 

Women's 40+ 
1. Cheryl Miosi, NY 
2. Lorraine Galloway, NY 
3. Denise Mock, TX 
4. Kim Machiran, MO 
5. Malia Bailey, VA 
5. Laura Brandt, FL 
7. B.J. Ehrgott, CT 
7. Terri Thornton, MN 
9. Anita Maldonado, NY 
10. Cyd Evans, NM 

Women's 45+ 
1. Marcia Richards, CO 
2. Linda Moore, NE 
3. Susan Pfahler, FL 
4. Jere Luttner, TX 
5. Chris Evon, IL 
6. Meena Evans, NC 
6. Karen Key, AZ 
8. Julie Hill, OK 
8. Val Shewfelt, UT 
8. Jean Trimble, FL 

Women's 50+ 
1. Debbie Chaney, IN 
2. Nancy Kronenfeld, IL 
3. Elaine Dexter, CA 
3. Joanne Pomodoro, MA 
5. Marsha Berry, KY 
6. Terry Ann Rogers, CA 
7. Karen Key, AZ 
8. Jere Luttner, TX 
9. Carla Francis, CA 
9. Susan Kieffer, MN 

Women's 55+ 
1. Cece Polaski, NM 
2. Merijean Kelley, CA 
3. Paula Lemon, OK 
4. Sharon Hastings-Welty, OR 
5. Paula Sperling, NM 
6. Mary Petty, TX 
7. Mildred Gwinn, NC 

7. Jackie Jones, FL 
9. Margaret Hoff, IL 
9. Dee Stribling, NC 

Women's 60+ 
1. Sharon Hastings-Welty, OR 
2. Mildred Gwinn, NC 
3. Marquita Molina, CA 
4 . Joy Desantis, CA 
5. Nidia Funes, CA 
6. Gail Schaefer, MO 
7. Sylvia Sawyer, UT 
8. Gloria Piscaran, OR 
9. Donna Backus, Ml 
10. Mary-Low Acuff, NC 

Women's 65+ 
1. Annabelle Kovar, NE 
2. Iona Baldwin, MO 
2. Jo Kenyon, FL 
2. Jo Penny, SC 
5. Marilyn Hoagland, MN 
6. Naomi Eads, MO 
7. Carol Brown, AZ 
8. Jeanne Leben, AZ 

Women's 70+ 
1. Lola Markus, IL 
2. Reta Harring, WI 
3. Louise Kiss, NM 

Women's 75+ 
1. Mary-Low Acuff, NC 
2. Mary Lou Kackert, NM 
3. Mary Wysocki-Schwartz, WI 

Women's 80+ 
1. Mary-Low Acuff, NC 

BOYS 
Boy's 6-
1. Thomas Santilli, CT 
2. David Zingale, AZ 
3. David Njoroge, CT 
4. Kyle Ulliman, OH 
5. Kyle Einstein, AZ 
5. Skywalker Garcia, AZ 
5. Ralph Grillone, MA 
5. Will Kszywanos, CT 
5. Matt McAdam, CO 
5. Spencer Shoemaker, OH 

Boy's 6- MB 
1. Thomas Santilli, CT 
2. David Zingale, AZ 
3. David Njoroge, CT 
4. Kyle Ulliman, OH 
4. Jesse Van Valkenburg, UT 
6. Kyle Einstein, AZ 
6. Skywalker Garcia, AZ 
6. Ralph Grillone Iii, MA 
6. Will Kszywanos, CT 
6. Matt McAdam, CO 

Boy's 8-
1. Keegan North, OH 
2. Sam Reid, OR 
3. Ryan Coates, OH 
4. Chris Vosburg, MA 
5. Zach Pellowski, WI 

September - October 2003 

6. 
1. 
7. 
7. 
10. 

Doug Brenner, OR 
Adam Manilla, CO 
Chase Stanley, LA 
Matthew Wray, OH 
Anthony Dimatteo, CT 

Boy's 8- MB 
1. Keegan North, OH 
2. Anthony Dimatteo, CT 
3. Doug Brenner, OR 
4 . Paul Frondorf, VA 
5. Kyle Ulliman, OH 
6. Zach Pellowski, WI 
7. Jose Diaz, CA 
1. Chris Vosburg, MA 
9. Zachary Sabadosa, MA 
10. Ian Bellisario, AR 

Boy's 10-
1. Logan North, OH 
2. Joey Lee, OR 
3. Dylan Reid, OR 
4. Brad Falvey, WI 
4. Joseph Lee, LA 
6. Matt Loy, IL 
7. Sam Allen, CT 
8. Andy McGuffey, OH 
9. Chase Stanley, LA 
10. Rion Ocampo, VA 

Boy's 12-
1. Danny Lovely, OH 

5. 
6. 
6. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

Marc Moccia, MA 
Jose Flores Jr., CT 
Scott Manship, MA 
Shane Karmelin, GA 
joey Lakowske, OR 
jack Huczek, Ml 

GIRLS 
Girl's 6-
1. Elizabeth Vargas, CO 
2. Railey Zantop­

Zimlinghaus, CO 
Sidney Bercovich, AZ 
Brooke Lynn Rushefsky, AZ 
Jessica Noll, AZ 
Madi son Gilluly, AZ 
Zosia Howard, CO 

3. 
3. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

Girl's 6- MB 
1. Elizabeth Vargas, CO 
2. Danielle Falvey, WI 
3. Danielle Elder, MO 
4. Abbey Lovely, OH 
5. Krystal Boyle, OR 
5. Emily Hathaway, MN 
7. Railey Zantop­

Zimlinghaus, CO 

Girl's 8-
1. Abbey Lovely, OH 
2. Micaela Garrison­

Oesany, MA 2. Trevor Snyders, IL 
3. john-Craig Chisholm, MA 3· 
3. Taylor Knoth, OR 4-

Elizabeth Brenner, OR 
Laura Lyndon, NH 
Natalia Canovas, FL 
Nicole Bruns, VA 
Rebecca Nader, NH 
Kayla Pereira, MA 
Brooke Lynn Rushefsky, AZ 

5. James Fahey, CT 5-
6. Tyler Lienhart, VA 6-
6. Andrew Price, Ml 6-
8. Jake Bredenbeck, MN 6· 
9. Taylor McDermott, TX 6· 
1 0. John Sanderson, UT 

Boy's 14-
1. Rick Sledzik Jr., MA 
2. Sean McGrath, IN 
3. Ismael Aldana Jr., CA 
4. Brandon Ritschard, IL 
5. Tripp Isley, NC 
6. Nick Czatt, VA 
6. Jonathan Doyle, OH 
8. Alex Moe, NO 
9. Allan Crockett, AL 
10. Jerome Jackson, MA 

Boy's 16-
1. Charlie Pratt, OR 
2. Zach Apperson, OH 
2. Mike Keddie, NH 
2. Jordan Walters, NC 
5. Joey Lakowske, OR 
6. Daniel Stewart, KY 
7. Rick Sledzik Jr., MA 
8. Anthony Herrera, CO 
9. Andrew Gale, UT 
10. Angel Khamis, IL 

Boy's 18-

Girl 's 8- MB 
1. Abbey Lovely, OH 
2. Lauren Stanley, LA 
3. Elizabeth Vargas, CO 
4. Natalia Canovas, FL 
4. Danielle Elder, MO 
4. Micaela Garrison-Desany, 
MA 
4. 
8. 
9. 
9. 

Hannah Ocampo, VA 
Ho/lee Hungerford, OR 
Nicole Bruns, VA 
Nike Onimole, NM 

Girl's 10-
1. Courtney Chisholm, MA 
2. Kaitlin lnglesby, OR 

EVENT LEVEL/ 
DESCRIPTION 
1 = Club/League Event 
2 = Open Tournament 
3 = State Championship 
4 = Regional Championship 
5 = National Invitational 
6 = National Championship 
At selected national events: 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
1. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

Jacquelyn Rosado, CT 
Samantha Rosado, CT 
Elizabeth Brenner, OR 
Tarryn Harborth, CA 
Lily Berry, OH 
Abbey Lovely, OH 
Danielle Key, AZ 
Monique Horyza, CA 

Girl's 12-
1. Danielle Key, AZ 
2. Nicole Grundman, MN 
3. Sheryl Lotts, OH 
4. Jacquelyn Rosado, CT 
4. Samantha Rosado, CT 
6. Wesley Toland, AR 
7. Courtney Hill, NM 
8. Courtney Chisholm, MA 
9. Lilly Castillon, VA 
10. Brianna Elder, MO 

Girl's 14-
1. Kara Mazur, CT 
2. Brittany Legget, OR 
3. Lilly Castillon, VA 
4. Shannon lnglesby, OR 
4. Sharon Jackson, IN 
6. Jennifer Fenton, KS 
6. Michelle Key, AZ 
8. Dannielle Pimental, OR 
9. Samantha McGuffey, OH 
1 0. Sherrika Darnell, CA 

Girl's 16-
1 . Elise Wilson, CT 
2. Kimberly Walsh, UT 
3. Kelley Fisher, OH 
4. Sarah Hettesheimer, OH 
5. Ashley Willhite, OR 
6. Adrienne Fisher, OH 
6. Ashley Legget, OR 
8. Jackie Morrison, NY 
9. Katherine Affeltranger, UT 
10. Kynzie Dalton, OR 

Girl's 18-
1. Adrienne Fisher, OH 
2. jesi Fuller, NM 
3. Oa'monique Davis, TX 
4. Elise Wilson, CT 
5. Katie Ferguson, OR 
6. Melissa Gransbury, OR 
7. Lauren Ritter, MO 
8. Erin Egan, IL 
8. Betsy Rombach, MO 
10. Janel Tisinger, CA 

FINISH/POINTS 
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5-8 9-16 
30 20 15 10 5 0 
50 30 20 15 10 0 

150 100 75 50 25 0 
250 150 100 75 50 0 
300 200 150 100 75 25* 
600 400 300 200 100 50* 

1. Ben Croft, IL 
2. Dan Sheppick, OR 
3. Brandon Shoemaker, OH 

Round of 16 finishers receive added points (in draws of 48 or more)* 
Blue division winners receive 20 points (in draws of 16 or more) 

4. Dain Taylor, IN 
Red division winners= 15 points; White division winners= 1 0 points. 
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event calendar 
september .. _. . . . . . 
September 12-14 Amencan Family Foll Open @ Amencan Family Fitness .... . . . .. .. . .. .... Richmond, VA 

September 18-21 
September 19-21 

September 25-28 
September 26-28 

September 27-28 

october 
October O 1-04 
October O 1-05 

October 07-11 
October 09-12 
October 10-12 

October 17-19 

October 18-19 
October 21-25 
October 23-26 
October 24-26 

Jesse Jomes Shootout@ Olympus Athletic Club . ...... . . .... . ... . ..... Northfield, MN 
Kentucky Seniors @ Elizabethtown Swim & FitNESS . . ... ........... . Elizabethtown, KY 
Outback Blast It @ The Sports Center . . . ..... . . . ... . .. ....... ... ... Fayetteville, NC 
Premier Foll Classic @ Fayetteville Athletic Club ... . .......... ... .. . ... Fayetteville, AR 
Triple Crown Championships @ Maverick Athletic Club . . .. ..... . . . ...... Arlington, TX 
2003 Regional Doubles@ Southlake Athletic Club .. . . . ... ..... . . .. . ... . Morrow, GA 
Foll Opener @ Sports Moll . .... ............... . . . .. . . .... . .... Solt Lake City, UT 
Alpha Foll Kick Off@ Alpha Racquetball & Fitness . ... . . .. . ... . ..... Mechanicsburg, PA 
California State Doubles @ What-A-Racquet Club ... . . ......... . ....... Dole City, CA 
Foll Classic @ Dowd YMCA . .. .. .......... . . ......... . ..... . . ..... Charlotte, NC 
1st Annual Sw Mi. Rb Shootout@ Bronson Athletic Club .... ... .... .... Kalamazoo, Ml 
2003 Ky State Doubles @ Louisville YMCA ..... . . . . ... .... . . . . .... . . .. Louisville, KY 
2003 Tx State Doubles@ Northwest Fitness Center . ............. . ...... Houston, TX 
Bend Classic @ National Fitness & Racquet . .. .......... ......... ... ..... Bend, OR 
Balloon Fest Blow-Out @ Redbud YMCA Of Abilene .. . . .. .. .. .... .... ... . Abilene, TX 
Diez Y Seis @ Son Antonio College ..... . ... ... ... . . .. .... . . .... . . San Antonio, TX 
Fall Brawl Racquetball@ Riverview Athletic Club . .. . .. . .. . .. .. . . .. . . Grand Rapids, Ml 
Falls Rally@ Olympus Racquet & Fitness .............. . .. .. . ..... . .... Sterling, VA 
Volley Championships @ Millenium Sports Club . ........ . . .. .. ..... ... .. Merced, CA 
Arkansas State Doubles @ World Class Fitness .. . . . .. .. . . . . .. .... ..... . Ft. Smith, AR 

University Of Utah Open @ University Of Utah . .................... Solt Lake City, UT 
NATIONAL DOUBLES . . ..... .. . . ... . ... ........ . ........ . .... Minneapolis, MN 
Fall Shoot Out Of The Brazos @ Lakewood Tennis & Fitness ...... . .......... Waco, TX 
Florido Junior Challenge @ Naples Fitness Center .. . .... ...... . . . ......... Naples, FL 
Foll Blast @ Sports Forum ..... . . ......... . . . .. . . ............ . . Woods Cross, UT 
Capital City Challenge @ Courthouse Athletic Club-North .. . . . . ............ Solem, OR 
Foll Kickoff Spectacular@ Moorhead Racquetball & Fitness Center . ....... Moorhead, MN 
Redding Fall Classic @ Kangaroo Kourts ....... . .. . ...... . . . ... .... .. . Redding, CA 
Team Ed Inc Pro-Am @ Crystal City Sport & Health ............... . ..... Arlington, VA 
Dallas Doubles Series @ Landmark Fitness Factory . ... . ... .. .............. Dallas, TX 
Fabulous Five Series # 1 @ Southview Athletic Club . .......... .. . . .. . West St. Paul, MN 
Halloween Open @ Cocoa Court Club ...................... . ...... . .. Hershey, PA 
Racquetball October Fest @ Goldsboro YMCA ...... ... .. ............. Goldsboro, NC 
Robious/ C}W Fall Smashball@ Robious Sport & Fitness ... .... .. .. ...... Richmond, VA 
Tournament Of Terror @ Spectrum Club . .... . .... . . . .. ... . . ... ... Canoga Park, CA 
West Michigan Open @ Michigan Athletic Club .......... . ......... Grand Rapids, Ml 
1st Annual Ichabod Memorial @ Louisville YMCA . ... ..... . . ............ Louisville, KY 
Texas State Seniors @ Maverick Athletic Club . ........ .. . .............. Arlington, TX 
Swing Into Foll @ Redwood Multipurpose Center . ............ . .... West Volley City, UT 
2003 St. Louis Legends Tourney@ Jewish Community Center .. . .... . . ... . St Louis, MO 
East Coast Doubles @ Wilmington Athletic Club ..... . . .. . . . ......... Wilmington, NC 
Ghostley@ Worldgote Sport & Health . .. . .. . ... . . .. .. . . ... . . ...... . . Herndon, VA 
Spook Fest@ Racquet & Fitness Clubs Of Sa . ......... . .. . ..... . ... . San Antonio, TX 
Thunderbolt Open @ Dan Camel's Health & Athletic Club . ......... . ... . ... Fresno, CA 

november ... 
November 05-08 
November 07-09 

November 08 

State Doubles Championships @ Marv Jenson Fitness & Recreation . . .... South Jordon, UT 
Bay Area Open @ Racquetball Plus . . . . ......... . . . .... . . . ........ Burlingame, CA 
Fabulous Five Series #2@ Southview Athletic Club . . . ..... . ... . . . ... West St. Paul, MN 
Mwra Doubles Championships@ Laurel Sport Fitness . ..... .... .. . ........ Laurel, MD 
Turkey Shoot @ Vision Sports . ............ ...... ................... Asheville, NC 
NWFC Fall Shootout @ Northwest Fitness Center . .. . . . ... .... .. . ...... . Houston, TX 

804-330-3400 
507-645-8007 
2 70-765-7946 
910-864-3303 
479-587-0500 
817-275-3348 
770-968-1792 
801-261-3426 
717-540-5111 
650-697-9162 
704-716-6100 
269-998-0977 
270-497-4348 
713-895-8688 
541-389-2009 
915-695-3839 
210-733-2761 
616-363-7769 
703-430-0666 
209-722-3988 
479-646-4022 

801-347-9607 
www.usra.org 

254-753-0228 
239-262-1112 
801-298-3231 
503-585-2582 
218-233-0230 
530-246-8435 
703-416-0469 
972-392-1500 
651-450-1660 
717-540-5111 
919-778-8557 
804-330-2222 
818-884-5034 
616-956-0944 
270-497-4348 
817-275-3348 
801-974-6923 
314-533-0294 
910-343-5950 
703-527-7785 
210-344-8596 
559-227-8405 

801-253-4404 
650-697-9162 
651-450-1660 
410-987-0980 
828-232-0668 
713-895-8688 
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e•ent calendar 
November 12-16 
November 14-16 

November 19-22 
November 19-23 
November 21-23 

November 29 

Ora Tour Stop #3 @ Sunset Athletic Club . . . .. ... . .......... . ......... Portland, OR 
Minnesota State Doubles @ Northwest Athletic Club ...... . . ... . .. Brooklyn Center, MN 
Seniors Invitational @ Mt Vernon Health & Racquet .. . .. ....... .. . . ... Alexandria, VA 
Spartan Splat@ Michigan Athletic Club/ Lansing ... . . . .. . . .......... East Lansing, Ml 
Dallas Doubles Series @ Landmark Fitness Factory . .. .. .... . ....... . . . . ... Dallas, TX 
Mullett Hoover Open @ Orem Fitness Center .. ...... ... ... .. .. ... ....... Orem, UT 
CHOICE 8TH U.S. OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS .... .. . .. . . . .. .. ... . .. . ... Memphis, TN 
All Valley Open Championships @ Mid Valley Athletic Club . .. . .. . . ......... Reseda, CA 
Cross Court Open@ Cross Court Athletic Club . . ... . .. .... . .. . ...... . . Woodland, CA 
One Day Turkey Shoot @ Racquet & Fitness Clubs Of San Antonio . . ... .. San Antonio, TX 

december ... 
December 02-06 
December 05-07 
December 05-07 
December06 
December 1 0-14 
December 12-14 

December 13 
December 13-15 
December 17-21 

Rocky Mountain Masters @ Redwood Multipurpose Center . ...... . . . West Valley City, UT 
St. Nick Splat@ Severna Park Racquet & Fitness Club . . .. ... .. ... .. . .. Millersville, MD 
Superstars Of Racquetball @ Central Courts .. . ..... . .... ...... Columbia Heights, MN 
NWFC Winter Shootout @ Northwest Fitness Center . .. . ...... . ........ . . Houston, TX 
Holiday Open @ Cascade Athletic Club . . . . .... ...... . . . .. . . . .. .... . . Gresham, OR 
Christmas Classic @ Tysons Sport & Health . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. ........ Mclean, VA 
Fabulous Five Series #3 @ Southview Athletic Club . .. . . . . ...... .. . .. West St. Paul, MN 
Maverick One Day Shootout @ Maverick Athletic Club . .... . ..... . .... .. Arlington, TX 
Rollingwood Winter Classic @ Rollingwood Racquet Club . .... . . . . .. .. . ... Fair Oaks, CA 
PROKENNEX /RF 15th WORLD JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS . .. . . .. . . . .. ... . . Orlando, FL 

ianuary 2004 ... 
fanuary 06-10 Alta Canyon Avalanche @ Alta Canyon Sports Center . . . . . .. ... ..... .. . . . . Sandy, UT 
January 09-11 Pen Club Challenge Clup@ Peninsula Club . .... .. ......... . . ..... Grand Rapids, Ml 

January 12-14 
January 1 6-18 
January 21-25 
January 21-24 
January 3 0 - Feb.01 
January 3 0 - Feb.01 

february 
February 03-07 
February 06-08 

Sunshine Tourney@ Gaithersburg Sport & Health . . ..... . . .. .. . . .. . Gaithersburg, MD 
Winter Chiller@ Suburban Health Club . .. . . . .. .. . . . . ..... . ... ... . .. St. Cloud, MN 
Superbowl Open @ In-Shape West Lane . . ... . .. . . .. .. ... . . . . . ... . .. . Stockton, CA 
Hall Of Fame @ Central Courts . ... . . .. . . .... . . . . . . .. .. . .... Columbia Heights, MN 
Griffith Memorial Tournament @ Courtsports Athletic Club . ............. ... Eugene, OR 
Orem Open @ Orem Fitness Center . . .. ... .. ... ... .... . .... .. ........ . Orem, UT 
Stuck In The Snow@ Moorhead Racquetball & Fitness Center . ... . . .. ... Moorhead, MN 
Super Bowl Splat @ Olympus Athletic Club . ................. . . . .... . Northfield, MN 

... 
2004 Massacre @ Redwood Multipurpose Center .... . .. . . . .. .... . West Valley City, UT 
Fabulous Five Series #4 @ Southview Athletic Club . . .. . . ... .. ... ... . West St. Paul, MN 
Wintergreen Classic@ Laurel Sport Fitness . ...... . .... . .... . ... . .. . ... . Laurel, MD 
2004 Rochester Pro-Am @ Rochester Athletic Club .... ..... .. ... . .. . .. Rochester, MN 

2003 national event entries@ www.usrastore.com 
October 1-5 
November 19-23 
December 17-21 

2004 

USRA 36th National Doubles Championships [6] . .... . ....... Minneapolis, MN 
Choice Hotels 8th U.S. OPEN Championships [5] ..... . .......... Memphis, TN 
ProKennex /RF 15th World Junior Championships [5] ... .. . ....... . Orlando, FL 

503-645-3535 
320-251-3965 
703-360-7300 
577-267-0186 
972-392-1500 
801-229-7154 
800-2 34-5 3 96 
818-705-6500 
530-666-1319 
210-344-8596 

801-974-6923 
410-987-0980 
763-572-0330 
713-895-8688 
503-665-4142 
703-442-9150 
651-450-1660 
817-275-3348 
916-988-1727 
719-635-5396 

801-5 68-4600 
616-771-0312 
301-258-0661 
320-251-3965 
209-472-2100 
763-572-0330 
541-687-2255 
801-229-7154 
218-233-0230 
507-645-8007 

801-974-6923 
651-450-1660 
410-987-0980 
507-282-6000 

719-635-5396 
719-635-5396 
719-635-5396 

January 16- 18 
March 4-7 
March 5-7 

WSMA 16th U.S. Women's Senior/ Master Championships [5] ..... Burlingame, CA 608-592 -2497 
Wilson 11th U.S. National High School Championships [6] . ....... Portland, OR www.usra.org 
NMRA Masters National Championship [5] .............. . ... Millersville, MD 410-987 -0980 

• The majority of listed, sanctioned events are level two events; where titles indicate a "state" "regional" or "national" 
tournament, a higher level of point earnings may be applied. • Please note: USRA memberships are processed by month, 

not date ... when expiration is shown as 06/ 03, you must renew in the month of June in order to play in any 
sanctioned events held that month . For expanded calendar listings, refer to the online edition of 

RACQUETBALL at www .racqmag.com. For online entries, go to www.usrastore .com. 
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Vol.14, NO.5 ..................... SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2003 
AmPRO ....................... ........... 550-266-8960 ................... .44 
Ashaway ................... .............. 800-556-7260 .................... 23 
Bell Racquet Sports ................ 800-724-9439 .................... 56 
Crossroads Access .................. 281-782-4409 .................... 58 
E-Force ................................... 800-433-6723 ............... 18/ 19 
Ektelon Racquets .................... 800-4 35-8356 ............... 1 0/ 11 
Ektelon ................ .................. 800-435-8356 .................... BC 
Excell.Net .............................. .41 3-399-0599 ........... ......... 59 
First Coast Promotions ........... 800-762-4653 .................... 57 
Fran Davis Camps ................. .415-821-3726 .............. ...... 58 
Fran Davis Video ............... .... .415-821-3726 .................... 59 
Head Sports Inc. .................... 800-874-3234 ............... IFC+ 1 
IRT ............ ........................ ...... 630-430-1478 .................... 29 
Holabird Sports ..................... .410-687-6400 .................... 59 
Klippermate ........................... 847-742- l 300 .................... 57 
Lawler Sports ......................... 800-875-3701 .................... 56 
Legends, St. Louis .................. 314-531-0988 ........ ....... 32/ 33 
LPRA ............. .................. ........ 719-635-5396 .................... 31 
Penn ......................... .............. 800-289-7366 .................... 15 
Python Racquetball ................ 800-456-4305 .................... 56 
Racquet Connection .............. 888-822-2501 .................... 58 
RacquetballCatalog .com ........ 866-443-2777 .................... 57 
RacquetballWarehouse.com .. 800-883-6647 .................... 55 
Risky Designs .................... ...... 619-890-9300 .................... 56 
U.S. OPEN .............................. 800-234-5396 .................. . IBC 
USRA Merchandise ................ 719-635-5396 .................... 56 
USRASTORE.com .................. .719-635-5396 .................... 59 
Wilson .............. ...................... 800-272-6060 ............... 26/27 

USRA OFFICIAL EVENT SPONSORS 

ad index 
GENERAL INFO ............................................. .719-635-5396 
Hall of Fame ..................... .719-635-5396 ............. ............. 5 
World Juniors ...................... 719-635-5 396 ...................... .. 5 3 
Choice U.S. OPEN .............. 800-234-5396 ....................... IBC 

Enter online at www .usrastore.com, or 
Download available entry forms in .pdf format, at 

www .usra.org > "Events & Records" > "Entry Forms" 

OFFICIAL WEBSITE SPONSORS & ADVERTISERS 
CrewWest ................................. www .crewwestathletics.com 

E-Force ....................................................... www.e-force.com 
Excell.Net ..................... .................................. www .excell.net 

RacquetballCatalog ................ www.RacquetballCatalog.com 
RacquetballWarehouse ..... www.RacquetballWarehouse.com 
www.RacquetballMagazine.com ................... www.USRA.org 

RACQUETBALL Magazine is the only publication in the 
industry to deliver the goods ... to the reader and for the 

advertiser. For a complete media kit - including a 
sample issue, current ad rates, specifications and 

deadlines - call 719 / 635-5396, or access rate 
information online at www .racqmag.com > "Advertise" 

• E-Force • Ektelon • HEAD • Penn • ProKennex • Wilson A5H4WAYli 
USRA OFFICIAL PRODUCTS 

Official Ball • Penn 
Official Eyeguard • Unique 

Official Glove • Wilson 
Official Grip • Python 

Official Racquet • Ektelon 
Official Retailer• RacquetballCatalog.com 

Official Shoe • Ektelon 
Official String • Ashaway 

Approved Balls • Ektelon • Penn • ProKennex • Wilson 

USRA OFFICIAL SERVICES 
Official Affinity VISA• MBNA@ 800/ 847-7378, ext. 5000 

Official Calling Card • Member's Advantage 
800/435-6832, keycode AC]Y 

USRA OFFICIAL WEBSITES & ADVERTISERS 
Excell.Net I usra.org & racqmag.com @ 41 3-599-0399 

Exodus Online Services I choicehotelsusopen .com 
On USRA.ORG I E-Force, RacquetballCatalog 

On RACQMAG.COM I CrewWest, E-Force 

RACKFT STF, '/NC~S ~~~ 

•E-FORCE 

/; EKTEIDH. 

IN THE NEXT ISSUE ... State of the Summit Report ... Pro Tour Openers ... World Seniors ... 
Between issues, find updates online at WWW.RACQUETBALLMAGAZINE.COM 
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