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There ar~ basic reasons we have sold panels for ... 

250* COUR TS! 
The first two, basic, reasons are qua l ity of product, and integrity of service. The 

lh ird reason? Satis fied cus to mers. The impress rve li s t of clubs and universities at the 
right is our be s t endo rse ment. You a re invi ted to visit one or more o r th ese instal­
la t ions. Because build ing con str uction methods vary, different installat io n procedures 
are found in many of them. You will gain a better appreciation of the help we offer 
you , and at the sa me time will acq ui re a better under s tanding of your own court con­
stru ction procedures. 

Better yet, ca ll one of us at Sport s Un limited, and let us tour one o r more of the 
courts wi th you . You r que stio ns ca n often be answered w i th o n-si te il lus tration s o f 
what ha s work ed, and is working for others. 

Writ e for n free copy of our in form ative bro chure 

JIM AU STIN-Houston , TX 
713-652-0700 
DAN BAGLEY - LnGrange. IL 
312 482-4970 
JOHN BENYON - Ballimore . MD 
301 342-2600 Bus. 
301 879- 8526 Res . 
RICK BROWN-Cinnaminson . NJ 
609 786-0180 

KEN PORCO-Louisvi ll e, KY 
502 583-387 1 Bus . 
502 491-6455 Res. 

JE FF ROGER S-Wes tboro. MA 
6 17 366- 16 18 

BILL SCHMIDTKE-Wnyza tn. MN 
6 12 432-2407 Bus 
612 473-3546 Res . 

• in just nine months wo have 
compl eted, or have unde r 
contra c t 250 cour ts in 16 dif ­
fe ren t states . 

MYRON RODERI CK­
PRES IDEN T 

KENT TAYLOR - SALES 

POST OFFICE BOX 1207 
STI LLW ATER. OKLAHOMA 

74074 
(405) 624-1252 

MARLIN SLOUGH - Harrisburg. PA 
717 23·1-2664 

LEN STR EAM - San Carlos. CA 
-115 593-167 1 Bus . 
415 592-0384 Res. 

K EN WIL SON an d HOWIE RANKIN 
Edmonton. Albort n, Cnnnda 
403 ,125- 15-10 Bus. 

Elvis Pre sley -Me mph is 
Columbia Racquetball Club- St. Lou is 
Racqu et Time , lnc .-Lexington 
Unive rsi ty of Maryland - College Park 
Un ive rs ity of Tennesse e-Chattanooga 
Town & Country -St. Louis 
Recre ation Center -Carrolton , TX 
YMCA -Ardmore , OK 
Junior Battist a-Chicago 
Northgat e Racquet Club -Stillwate r, OK 
Dr . George Nichopoulo s-Memphis 
Royal Racquet Club - War ren, OH 
Stockton Rac quet Club -Stockto n , CA 
Regency Racqu et Club -Washing ton, DC 
Don Kessi nger Court Club - Memphis 
Navy Support Activity -Seattle 
Be aver Enterprise-B oise. ID 
Jerr y Guymon - Arl ington . TX 
Dick Sauget - Belleville, IL 
Pres le y Cent er Courts -Me mphis 
Ashland Oil Co .- Dublin, OH 
Supr e me Cou rt I-S unnyv ale . CA 
Sup re me Court VI -Va n Nuys, CA 
Supr eme Court VU- Albuquerque 
Supr eme Court VIII -San Leandro. CA 
Ill ino is Racquet & Hea lth - Chic ago 
Towson State University -Ba lt imo re 
East Br anch YMCA - Wic hita 
Almaden Valley Athletic -San Jose 
Okl ahom a St ate Univ ersi ty-St illwater 
Mo nM ac- Kansas City , Mo. 
San Ju an Campus -Farmington, NM 
YMCA - Bartle sville . OK 
Reston Racquet Club - Fa i rfax, VA 
Supreme Court IX-Reno. NE 



• We have sent the story on Pennsy l­
vania 's fourth ann ual state champi o n­
ships, and want to call attention to the 
steady increase racque tball ha s shown. 

1973- 32 entries 
1974-- 52 entries 
1975- 64 entries 
1976--168 entries 

In a game ma rked by over -inflated eg os , 
Pennsylvania takes pr ide in ann o unci ng 
the first winner of the "Bro ken Ra cq uet" 
award is Joe Jackman, New Cast le. The 
award goes each year to the pla yer in 
Pennsylvani a who disp lays the smalle st 
ego, best sportsmanship, best co urt man ­
ners and is the quietest on th e court. 

The annual tournament was he ld a t Penn 
State, and our members want to expre ss 
appreciation to the university for its 
help. Also , we owe a lot to floor man ­
ager Done Maturah, to Denny Onk o tz 
and Carolyn Willey. Every tourney ha s 
its hard workers, and these were three o f 
ours. 

Pennsylvania's 
Tournament Committee 
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• Chattan oo ga was my first IRA t ou r­
nam ent . It was gre at. The courts were 
specta c ular and the hos pita lity fa b ulous . 
It won ' t be my last. 

H ow ever , I do ha ve a co nc ern abou t t he 
ann ua l mee tin g and e lection of officers. 
A t firs t I th ou g ht I was a lone in this feel­
ling but listen ing to som e ot her s found I 
wasn't. 

If t hose p layers (and t hie r families ) who 
had all o r part of the ir fa re paid to the 
cha mp io n:;hip to urn am en ts ha d fa iled to 
attend the Sunday mo rnin g b re akfast 
there woul d no t ha ve been en ough peo ­
p le lef t in the room (we cou nie d about 
180) t o ha ve pr ovi ded t he nomi nal ing 
committee a slate fro m whic h t o choose , 

let alone have any availabl e to cast a 
vot e , and this count included Chuck 

what's-his -name , wit h t he dark glasses. 

I am fully aware th at the IRA is a player 
owned and controlled association. I 
wo udn't want it any other way! Bui, with 
a membership o f about I 0 ,000 it is ob­
vio us t hat cont rol is not in the hands of 
the membership , b ut in the hands of 
s-:>me o f the membership . 

This is better than one man , but it could 
he b e tter still. If I didn 't fee l this way, 
I wou ldn ' t make the effort to write. For 
what it is wo rth , would the following sug· 
g estion make se nse ? 

J ust as it is r ig ht th at play e rs who com· 
p e t e in t he championships must qualify 
at th e reqional level, why wouldn't it also 
be riqh t for voti ng delegates to be quali 
fied (vote d on?) at the regio nal level? 

To ca rry t his o ne step further : If players 
ha ve part of thei r ex penses met for ?P· 
pea ring and doing their thing, the vot1n~ 
delegates should also have part of !heir 
expe nses pa id for fr om out of regional 
membe rship dues , to e nable them to do 
our t hing. 

A. B. Guzman, 
Atla nt a, Geo rgia 

NEW MARKETS FOR OLD 
RACQUETS-Joe Jackm an thanked 
the Pennsylvania tournament 
committee for its thoughtfulness . 

(See accompanying letter .) 

RAC~UE:TB~LL the official voice of the Internation al R~cquet• 
ball Association is published bi-monthly at 100 N. Centra l Expr essway, Richard• 
son, Texas 75080 (mailing addre ss: P . 0. Box 31481 , Suite 101 2, Dalla s, Texas 
75231 ). Telephone 214-690 -0244. 
• • • Magazine subscriptio n is included in IRA memb ership : $6 per year; $ 10 
for two year s in U .S., Canada , and M exico. All other forei gn countri es add $ 1 
per year for mailing costs . M ember ships arc for 12 month s regardl ess of date 
issued. 
• • • Controlled circulation postage paid at Oklahoma City , Oklahom a 73 12 5 and 
pending at Richardson, Texas 75080. Postmast er: send form s 3579 to P . 0. Box 
31481, Suite 1012, Richardson, Texas 75080. 

RACQUETBALL 



• Separately we ha ve se nt the re sulr:; o f 
o ur " First Annual-First Ever " Kansas 

state ra cquetball doubles champio nship 
he ld in ihe four new courts at the Hut ­
c hiso n YMCA. Two have qi ass back walls 
v, hich were g reat. 

We want to thank the IRA o ffice for the 
p romp t handl ;ng o f to urnament supplie s 
a nd shirt info rmation . I have no rese rva ­
tion s when selli ng IRA membe rships to 
o ur YMCA mem ber s when I kno w ou r 
"'lifeti me Spor t" leader ship is as g enu ­
inely intere s ted as you have shown ii to 
be . 

Larr y E. Swank, 
YMCA Prog ra m Dire cto r 
Huichi son, Kan sas 

• Trav eling ar ou nd the co untry playi ng 
nu me rous to urna ments ha s been fascinat­
ing -pa rticu la rly from the standpoint o f 
eniry fee s and what player s re ceiv e in 
return . Fo r example, if yo u pay $20 for 
a single event . d o you re cei ve $20 worth 
o f benefit in return? What real ly should 
th e play er re cei ve!?! 

The typical to urnament p rovi de s the 
p layer with a souveni r (usually a shirt 
cos t ing $3) , ra cquetball s (som eti mes 
d o nated by manufacturer), hos pitality in 
the for m o f fo o d and drink (50c- $3 

LE:TTE:RS 

apiece. depending o n e~tenl an d num­
ber o f days) . and tro phies/ prizes (if he 
is so for tunate as lo win one at pe rhaps 
$8 eac h). 

If a tournament has 150 e ntries at $20 
ea c h this comes t o $3,000. Using the 
abov e assumptions: shirts cost $450; 
balls (if purchased a t 25 dozen for $ I 0) 
$250; ho spitali ty $200 : trop hie s $600 : 
miscellane o us $ I 00 ; for a total o f $ 1,-
600 . This amou nt is purpose ly ov er ­
stated . Whal o f the remaining $1 ,-
400??? Was the hospitali ty superb? 
Were the sou venirs unique? Were the 
trop hies stupendous? In mos t instan ces, 
NO . 

The a rgume nt usually g ive n by the hos t 
for the exorbitant fee is "The remainder 
ma kes up for los t- c ou rt time. " If cou rt 
t ime does actually need to be paid ­
fine. but whe re a cou rt club is used for 
the event, t·he pr omot io nal be ne fits 
th ro ugh ihe newspaper , TV, radi o a nd 
ot her media by hosting the tou rnament 
far o utweigh the lost court fees . 

Let's face it, the fun c lio ns o f tou rna ­
ments are to promote the game, p rov ide 
a meeting o f the players to en joy them ­
selves, a nd involve new players 1n 
co mpetit io n. 

If playe rs com e away fro m to urna ments 

with a bad tas te because they feel 

PANEL·MASTER® 

" ripped off ." they will probably avo id 
that tourna ment the next time (justly !). 

A ll I sugg e st is that a tourname nt host 
plea•e p rovide $ IO o r $20 worth o f en­
tertai nme nt for eve ry $IO or $20 
charged , and ev e ryone will be happy. 
Mo re players will enter the game. More 
courts will be busy, and mo re people will 
enter mo re tou rnaments. 

Mark Wa yne, 
State Chair man 
Frem ont , Cal ifo rnia 

• Membe rs of the Ma ine Racque tba ll 
Assoc iat ion have asked about the pos ­
sibility o f an inter-s tale league. I guess 
this woul d basically involve a repr esent a­
t ive g roup of se nio r, A, B, wome n, and 
junio rs from Maine mee t ing a similar 
gr o up in league play among other New 
England sta le s. 

We ha ve no ne of the details wo rked out. 
but if represen tatives in any o f the ot he r 
states are interested, I would like to hear 
from them as soo n as pos sible. 

Bob Folsom, St-ate Cha irman 
University o f Maine . Recrea tio n Dep t. 
99 Falmo uth Street 
Po rt land, Me. 04 103 

THE COURT OF CHAMPIONS 
THE F INEST COMPL ETE COURT LINING SYST EM AT ANY PRICE , AND 

NOW PRIC ES HAV E BE EN ROLL E D BACK TO PRE -INFLATION L EVELS . 

AMERICAN SPORTSURFACING CO., INC. 
BOX 434 · VILLANOVA, PA . 19085 · (215) 687 -6356 
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Touring the coum ... page 61 
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Report to the membership-Minut es of meeti ngs ; elec­
tions; new officers 

PAGE 17 

KEELEY-ISMS - From the court thesaurus . Ah , what defi­
nitions lurk in the dim, dark , cobwebbed rec esses of the 
human mind 
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Reports from state and regional tournaments 

PAGE 31 

Connecticut holds its first Junior~ open 

PAGE 32 
8th Annual IRA Int ernational Championships 

PAGE 52 
Seniors Invitational -Eight teams at Santa Ana 

NEXT ISSUE 
YMCA National tournament results ... St. Louis Pro­
Tour . .. First Smith-Schippers Sportsmanship honoree 
. .. and more ... 
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PAGE 6 
PAGE 7 
PAGE 12 
PAGE 25 
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PAGE 72 

Letters from the members 
Rules Committee reports 
President lists IRA goals 
The director announces . .. 
Along the racquetball trails 
Scoreboard 
Tourin g t·he Courts: 
Don Kessinger . .. Presley Court ... Divorce 
Court .. . Down East . . . Fountain of Youth 
Player profile-Interview with Jerry Hilecher 
Calend ar of Racquetball 

IRA Board of Directors 
President-William B. Tanner, Memphis . Vice -pre sident - I van Brun er, Madi• 
son, Wisc . Secretary,treasurer, Cal Murphy, San Diego. N ational Commi ssioner, 
V. Z. Lawton, Norman, Okla. Rules Committe e Chairman, Bill Dunn , Union 
City, Calif. Directors: Peggy Steding , Odes sa; Pete Crumme y, Fort Devens, 
Mass.; Hal Price, Phoenix; Gene Grapes , Irwin, Penn. ; Ivan Vcbn , Canadian 
Racquetball Association , Montr eal Quebec , Can ada . Tom M cKic, executive 
dir ector, D allas. 
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GLOVES 
At the last meeting of the Board of Directo rs, two rule clarifications 

were made. The first concerns the equipment time out. It was decided that a 
change of glove should be specified as an official time out , not as an 
equipment time out. It was felt that a person who wears a glove should not 
have the advantage of being able to take time without penalty to change his 
glove when it gets wet, while a player without a glove has to take a time 
out to dry off his hand if it should become wet. 

SHIRTS 
The other clarification deals with th e shirt. It w as determined that a 

player can wear a shirt with anything written on the front and/or the back as 
long as it is in good taste. Good taste is to be in itia lly determined by the 
referee. ff the player whose shirt is in qu est ion does not believe his shirt to 
be in bad taste, then the tournament director has the fina l word. 

SCORING 
There has been much discussion about the need for a change in the 

scoring system in racquetball. A rule change of this magnitude needs to be 
tried and discussed before being voted upon. With this in mind, the IRA 
will use a new rule in the region als and state tournaments for the coming 
year . Then, the proposed rule change will be discuss ed at length during next 
year 's international singles championships and Annual Meeting . After 
that a ballot will be sent to the membership fo r a vote. 

The proposed rule change is two out of three games to f ifteen; win by 
two up to twenty -one points. If th e first person to reach 15 has at least a two 
point advantage, the game is over. But if the score is 15-14, then play 
must continue until one of the players has a two point advantage. To insure 
that a game won 't last forever, if neither player can obtain a two point 
advantage by the time the score reaches 20-20, th e player to score the 21st 
point wins the game. 

The advantages of such a scoring system are numerous and easily 
outweigh the arguments against: 
(1) The average length of a singles match is 40 minutes; doubles, 
60 minutes. This means that a tournament will be able to run on time . More 
players will be able to play in a tournament as there will be more time to 
schedule matches . 
(2) More time w ill be available to schedule consolations and addi tiona l 
events . 
(3) The shorter games will reduce the fatigue factor , but it will not 
eliminate it. (This is specially good fo r large draws such as novice or "C" 
divisions where a player might have to play four matches a day. Master and 
Golden Master players also favor this. They fe el fatigue plays too large a 
part in their matches.) 
(4) The new scoring system will make every point of each game 
important. There will be no place where a player can relax and afford to lose 
a few points. 
(5) There will be additional excitement with having to win by two 
points, yet a maximum of 21 points will keep a game from lasting forever . 
(6) Every game is the same. The pace, strategy, and psychology 
is the same. There is no tie breaker that will abr uptly cha ng e the complexion 
of the match. 
(7) The 15-point games are very helpful to club players who must 
play by the hour as this will usually allow them to finish a complete match 
in an hour where it is often difficult to finish two games to 21 during the 
same amount of time . 

I urge you to try this rule in your local tournaments in addition to the 
regionals and state tournaments. Only by trying out th e proposed 
change can you make any valid comments as to its merit as a new rule. Any 
change meets with initial resistance. All we can ask is that you analyze 
the 15-point game carefully. I will be most interested to read your comments, 

Also if there are any rule interpretations or clarifications th at you 
feel are important, or any new rul e changes that need to be discussed , drop 
me a line . I will try to answer them in future issues of Racquetball. 

Bill Dunn, Chairman 
IRA Rules Committee 
4537 Alice Way 
Union City, California 94587 

RACQUETBALL 



The President identifies some IRA goals ... 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 

Dear Members : 

As your new President , I would like to express my ideas and goals for 
the future . Our Asso c iation is on th e threshold of tremendous expansion in 
a sport th at is increasing in popularity on a daily basis . 

The IRA 's primary responsibility is to promote the sport of racquetball . 
We will not sacrifice the amat eurs in any way for the professionals , but 
I do fee l that a prof essional tour has a lot of benef its for the amateur 
association. The IRA and you, as amateur members, have a lot to gain 
through expansion. Wi th a larger membership, we can demand greater 
royalt ies and endorsement s which wi ll provide more revenue for the 
programs of our Association . As a member, it is your respons ibility to be 
loyal to the associat ion by using the products it endorses. These 
endorsements are the major source of our revenue . The IRA will not endorse 
any product unless it meets our strict standards . 

I have a definite plan of action for this coming year, which inc ludes : 

a) Improving our ball situation . 
b} Improving our magazine. 
c) Increased revenues and sponsor ships . 
d) Increasing our membership . 
e) Providing better assistance to state and local organizations. 
f) Improving our tournaments. 
g) Establishing a Pro-Tour. 
h) Syndicat ing racquetball for television series . 
i) Exposing the game to all media for better awareness . 

Fo r the benefit and betterment of the game of racquetball , I feel the two 
racquetball associations and the manufacturers shou ld work toge ther. I 
have been assured of this cooperation by Mr . Bob Kendler, President 
of USRA/NRC , and by the manufacturers. With these plans in mind, I am 
sur e the IRA will cont inue to grow and that we will all be proud of our 
memb e rship in this fine association. 

We should go into this new year with enthusiasm throughout the ent i re 
org anization. Any thoughts or construct ive suggestions you can _give me . 
to improve your Asso c iat ion will be welcome . Please do not hesit ate to wri te 
or call a t any time . 

Sincerely , 

William B. Tanner 
President 



NORTH AMERICAN PRO-TOUR RACQUETBALL CLASSIC 

Pro-Am tournament players will 
enjoy the finest St. Louis style hos­
pitality at the fantastic Town and 
Country Racquet Club , first stop on 
the 1976-77 I RA sanctioned Pro­
tour. Your host , Luigi Tucci, is co­
owner and manager of the Town & 
Country restaurant. Joe Morrissey 
and Jim Burst , owners of the plush 
racquet club located on nine acres 
of choice St. Louis real estate have 
overlooked nothing in their efforts 
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to make this tournament the fines t 
on the circuit. 

Players , fans, and friends will en­
joy 13 racquetball courts, an exhibi­
tion court with three glass walls, 
and permanent seating for 350. Two 
courts have glass side-wall viewing. 

Twin olympic size swimming 
pools, twelve tennis courts, suanas, 
steam rooms, several lounge areas, 
whirlpools, bar, restaurant, snack 

lounge , pool-side dining, super­
vised nursery, TV room and game 
rooms are among the amenities 
available. 

Pro shop managers Gene and 
Tom Flur i are looking forward to 
serv ing you . Pro -Ben Kol tun is on 
hand to help keep things running 
smoothly. Players and fans should 
have a ball. If you don 't it won ' t be 
for lack of effort on the part of Luigi 
Tucci and Joe Morr issey . 

4-Day 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
Reserved Seats ------

Green section $40.00 
Blue sect,on .. 35.00 
Red section .. . . 25.00 

Tourn ament participant s 
wi ll rece ive a S5 dis count 
on tickets. 

Standi ng room tick ets 
avai l able on a day to day 
basis. 



Tournament Host: 
Luigi Tucc i and the Town and Country 
Racquet Club 

Tournament Dales: 
August 19, 20, 21 , 22 , 1976 

Eligibility: 
IRA member ship 

Entry Fee: 
Prof ess ional : Men $25; Women $20. 
Amat eur : $15 

PURSE DISTRIBUTION 

Men's Professional 
First pr ize $2,000 .00 X 1 $2,000 .00 
Seco nd pr ize 750 00 X 1 750.00 
Thir d prize 400 .00 X 1 400.00 
Fourth prize 300 .00 X 1 300 .00 
Ouarte r-l lnalis ts 200 .00 X 4 800 .00 
Roun d ol six teen 50 .00 X 8 400 .00 
Conso lation lir s t 150.00 X 1 150.00 

$4,800 .00 

Women's Professional 
First prize s 500.00 X 1 s 500 .00 

Secon d prize 300 .00 X 1 300 .00 
Semi-l lna ll st 150.00 X 2 300.00 

Ouart er-ll nalls t 50.00 X 4 200. 00 

$1,300 .00 

Total $6,100 

Mail entries lo: Accommodation~: 

Ball : 

Town & Country Racquet Club 
Alt : Joe Stephens 
177 7 Des Peres Drive 
St. Louis, Mo. 63131 
(Phone 314- 965-7783) Make checks 
payab le to Town & Coun try. 

Pro-div isio n - Seam co 559 
Amateur divi sion - Voit Rollout 

Ramada Inn, Page & 1-270 (314- 878-
1400). 
Ramada Inn, 1-44 just west of 1-270 
(314-343 -4300) . 

SPECIAL CLUB RULE APPLIES 
TO ALL TOURNAMENT PLAYERS 

1. All player s must dre ss neatly . 
A. Profess ionals: wh ite attire or 

sponso r's colo rs. 
8 . Amate ur: white att ire w ith color 

tri m. 

Rules: 
2. Referees-mat ch winners are re­

quested to referee the next matc h on 
IRA. Differences resolved by chairman. their court . 

, - - - - - - --------
ENTRY FORM 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Please enter me in : 
_ Men's Pro-d ivision; _ Women's pro-divisio n; 

_ Men's open; _ Men's Senior ; _ Men's B; 

_ Women's open; _ Women's B 

I hereby waive and release any and all rights and clai ms for damages I may have 
aga inst Town & Country Racqu_et Clu~, _Lui~i Tucci. , and/ or the IRA, which may be 
suf fe red by me in connec tion wi th parltc1patton in this tournament. 

Name _ _______________ __ _ ______ ___ _ _ 

Address, _ _ _ _________ __ _ _ _ City _______ _ _ _ _ 

State __ ___ __ _ _ __ Zip _ _ _ __ _ Phone __ __ _ _ __ _ _ 
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Whose new panel. 
is the best, 

yet costs less? 
M~M Court Systems 

$7500 

$7000 

$6500 

$6000 M-M 

$5500 

$5000 ■ I 
I 

World Courts 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Frampton 

Comparison based on suggested retell price■ In U.S.A. as of Augu1t 2, 1975, for a 4 walled standard 20' x 40' hen 
ball/racquelball court Including door. (Excludea celling, ln1tallallon, freight and tax.) 

For the best panel, the best price and the best 
consulting service, call or write now. 

-
=FORMICA. 
~ BRAND 

M·M Court Systems I 
2160 Fletcher Pkwy . 
San Diego, Cal. 92020 M•M 
714/ 449-1779. 
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Doubles and pro-invitational tournaments being announced ... 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUET BALL ASSOCIATION 

Post Office Box 31481 - Suite 1012 Dallas , Texas 75231 

T OM McK IE 
Executive D irecto r 

Dear Members: 

The past IRA Singles Championships were even better than antic ipated. 
The new facility at the University of Tennessee-Chattanooga set t he tone 
for the tournament-a beautiful, spacious, friendly place to play and watch. 
As you will see in the pages that follow, new faces abound w ith only one 
defending champion repeating-the incomparable Dr . Bud Muehleisen in the 
seniors . Our special thanks go to four manufacturers : 
EKTELON, MARCRAFT, AMF-VOIT , and CONTINENTAL LEISURE SPORTS 
for their joint sponsorship of our pro divisions and to CHATTEM DRUGS 
and COMBUSTION ENGINEERING of Chattanooga for the ir suppor t. 

Hardly has the last ball stopped bouncing from the singles and its time 
to think about the IRA Doubles Championships. Again we are head ing for 
a new facility and a new city . Mark the dates October 29-31, 1976 on 
your calendar. An entry blank is included in this issue . Notice a new event­
Pro Doubles as we are initiating a breakthrough in doubles compet ition. 

As you may have not iced on my letterhead , the IRA Offices are now in 
Dallas, Texas. After being in temporary quarters in Memphis the past 
eight months the Board of Directors has se lected Dallas as our permanent 
location. 

Our first stop on the 1976-77 pro tour happens this month at the Town 
and Country Racquet Club in St. Louis. The club has thirteen courts w ith 
their showcase court having glass on three walls . It's a great place to start. 
(Dates: August 19-22 , 1976.) 

Second stop is the doubles tournament. The rest wi ll be final ized for 
the next issue. 

We are looking for new energetic people in the states whe re programs 
have been stagnant. If you have an interest or c an recommend a strong 
person please let me know . 

It's going to be an exciting fall. 

Sincerely , 

Tom McKie 
Executive Di rector 

RACQUET BALL 



1976 Annual Meet ing 
MINUTES O F THE IRA 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Ch atta noo g a , Tenness ee 

May 27, 1976 

The meeting was called to orde r by President D eW itt Shy 
at 8 a.m. 

F INANCIAL REPORT 
Th e repo rt was pre sented by Tom McKic in two part s-

1975 and the _first quarter of 1976. Here after the Escal year will 
be from Apnl I throu gh Mar ch 3 1. Basically the Associat ion 
show ed a loss of $33,894 .07 of which a loss of $40 ,26r .89 on pro 
tou:nam ent s was the maj or reason . Th ose occurr ed during the 
spring of 1975 and except for that period income has equa led 
expe ndit ures. 
BUDGET 

The proposed (e nclosed) budget was presented and go ne 
over item by item. Th e Board recog nized th at it was depend ent 
on what ball royalty is negot iated and therefore difficu lt to 

estimate. 
OFFICIAL BALL REPORT 

Shy repo rted on the background of the off icial ball and 
why a change in manufacture rs was made last year. Vitte rt 
had offe red a product that wou ld not break, they agreed to do 
the same royalty basis as we had wit h Seamco :ind they were 
willin g to work with us to improve their prod uct to our needs. 

Through out th e year Vi ttcrt has work ed hard toward thi s 
bu t it has become evident the one piece process will not lend 
the qua lity needed . \/inert has now comm itted to change and 
make a two piece comp ression mo lded ball. Produ ction is ex­
pected in th e foll. 

While stud ying the ba ll situati on it was brought to the 
IRA's attention that amate ur softball had had problems legally 
with th e offic ial ball disti nction. W c investigated and found 
that the exclusive officia l ba ll is probably a violation of re­
straint of trad e law s and could be a problem for us. 

We have negot iated wit h AMF -Voit on the basis that offi­
cial spccificat i·ons will be sent and anyo ne mee ting tho se specs 
and wo rkin g with us on an equitable royalty bas is could have 
an official ball. Vitt ert has ag reed to thi s and we felt Voit 
would also at a rate of 51/c. Ho weve r, Voit's most recent offer 
has been for on ly 2 r/ 2% - the same rate we curr ently receive 
from them for approved statu s. 

Seam co has been talking to us th rough Bill T anner. Th ey 
have indica ted an inte rest in :igain being the offic ial ball. Th eir 
legal departme nt feels comfortable in their position al present 
rega rd ing official ball status with the NRC and feel there 
would be no problems in work ing with u . 

Shy asked for a vote from the board as to which concept to 
pursue shou ld the fina ncial arrangements produce similar re­
turn s. The Board voted 8-1 to pur sue the open ball concept. 

ROY AL TY CONTRACTS 
. McKie reported that a racquet royalty con tr act has been 

signed with Continental Lei sure Sport s, Santa Ana, Ca lifornia . 
Contracl 3 arc aim being negot iated with Sun set Sporting Goods, 
Kan sas City, Missouri ( repre sentati ves will meet with th..: Board 
later toda y) , and Master Knitwear Milwauk<.:e Wisconsin on a , , 
sweater. 

JULY / AUGUST 1976 

PAYMENT TO STATES 
McKie explain~d- 0e problems that arose when payments 

to the states were m1uated. Some states have no state associa­
tion and some have broken with the IRA. While the IRA has 
a responsib ility toward the states it also has a responsibility to 
see the money goes to a functionin g en tity that is working with 
the IRA . Shy set up a committee of Chambers, Marks, and 
G rapes to repo rt back to the Board with some guidelines for 
distribution . 

REGlONAL WINNERS PAYM ENTS TO THE 
IRA CHAM PIONSHIPS 

The Board voted to continu e our present policy and if the 
funds arc ava ilable to increase the junior' s and wome n's open 
wi~n ,;rs to full coach fare. The Boa rd also clarified the present 
policy to cover payment to the win ner, runner-up or third place 
fini sher-the h ighes t fin isher of the thre e who make the trip . 
No minimum number of entries is needed in a regional to 
quali fy a p layer for a trip . 

TRAVEL PAYM EN TS TO D EFE NDING 
IRA CHAMPIONS 

The Board reiterate d that its po licy is not to pay any travel 
expenses to defendin g champ ions or place winners but to con­
centrate all its resources towar d the regionals . 

CANAD IAN REPOR T 
Cana dian representative , John Cham bers, reported his term 

of office expi res with chis meeting and the Canadia n Board 
has chose n Ivan Velan to replace him. 

Canad ian racquetball has made great st rides this past year 
com ing out with a newsletter (magaz ine) and obtainin g grant s 
from the Canadian gova nm ent for travel. Howe, ·c:r all grant s 
are earmarked specif ically for certain travel allowances and can't 
be used for adminis trative costs. 

The CRA has worked ou t ag reemen ts with both AMF ­
Voit and Vittert to both be officia l balls and h:is iou nd this ar­
r:rngeme nt to work very satisfactor y. for the association. 

T he C RA has had strong Et:clcrs from the NRC -USRA but 
want s to rem ain aff iliateJ with the I RA. 

NATIONAL SPORTING GOODS SHO W REPO RT 
The 1976 Show was held in C hicago in Februa ry and was 

anended by McK ic and Shy. The IRA did not have a booth but 
circulated instead and it was hy'~ feeling this was the best ap­
proach for the I RA. Sixty-six m:1nui:icture rs displayed racquet­
ball equipment and both McKie and Shy felt ic important that 
the I RA :mend this show every year. 

STATE CHA IRi\I EN A ro REGIONAL 
COi\ IMISSI O 1ER"S CONVENTIO 

McKie reported the minu tes of the meetings had been dis­
tributed to the Board. It was held in New O rle:ins in December 
:ind was :ittended by about 25 chairm en. The in terac tion of in­
formation and rappo rt established w..:n: very helpful to the IRA. 
Next fall's meeting will be in Steamboat Spring~, Co lor.1clo. 

Cont i1111cd 011 next page 

13 



l 

REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP 
Continued from preceding page 

SITT:: OF THE NATIONAL OFFICES 
The Board voted to move the offices from their temporary 

headquarcers in Memphis to Dallas. Texa s. McKie has ex­
pressed a desire to have them there where he owns a hom e and 
the Board felt the offices could function more effectively there . 
\Vith the Presidency possibly chan gi ng every year it was felt 
impractical to allempt to keep the offices in the same city as the 
President. It was felt that as the association grows-at some 
time in the future-the offices will become permanently associ­
ated with one place and then any change in staff would mean 
the new personnel would come to the office rather than the 
office coming to them. 
MAGAZINE COST AND IMPROVEMENT 

The magaz ine is currently running us about S1.20 an issue 
and we are printing 10,000 copies. It was felt the magaz ine 
could be more effectively produced if it were printed in the 
same city as the offices. Also look ed at were additional adver ­
tising- revenue sources and the possibility of hiring an advertis­
ing agency. 
INTERCOLLEGIATE 

The number of players in the colleges were discussed and 
means to recruit them as members of the association were ex­
plored. It was felt some incentive program should be tried in 
this area. 

The past intercollegiate tournament was held in Cham ­
paign, Jllinois and did not have as large an entry as expected. 
The 1977 tournament is scheduled for Memphis State Univer ­
sity, March 18-20. 
PRO CIRCUIT 

The pro circuit this past year had only thr ee stops due to a 
lack of sponsorship money. The Board felt as they did last year 
that pro racquetball is good for the IRA but it should be on a 
self-sustaining basis. The consensus was that the ball situation 
needs to be settled before plans for the pro circuit can be 
worked up. 

RULES REPORT 
A written report from Charl ie Brum field was read by all 

board members and it was agreed the linesman concept which 
we have used for the past year is good . Th e following rule 
changes were recommended by the Board to the membership: 

1) As an expe rim ent all regionals and state tourna­
ments during rhc 1976-77 season will use 15-point 
gam es (with a win by two-21-point maximum 
rule) . Next year at the membership meeting we 
will vote on accepta nce or rejection of this rule. 

2) The curr ent T -shirt rule was changed to: include 
any shi rt considered in good taste by the referee 
(final determinenc to be the tournament director). 

3) The time out rule was clarified to include a wet 
glove time out must be charged aga inst the three 
time outs allowed. It is not an equipme nt time out. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Chairman Bill Dunn presented the committee s slate: 

Bob Peterso n-Boise, Idaho 
Pete Crummey-Fore Devens, Massachu setts 
V. Z. Lawton-Norman, Oklah oma 

The Board voted to present the se to the memb ership. 

OLD BUSIJ\.TESS AND J\.TEW BUS IN ESS . 
Due to the latene ss of rhe day the Board deferred action on 

any additional busine ss until its Sunday meeting. 

Tliomas D . McKie 

Tfrecu tive Director 

IRA MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 

May 30, 1976 
One hundred sixty members attended the annual member­

ship meeting which was called ro order by Executive Director 
Tom McKie at 9:30 a.m. 

President DeWitt Shy presented awards to: 
John Halverson-Male Athl ete of the Year for 1975 
Janell Marriott-Woman ALhlcte of the Year for 1975 
Ken Porco-Man of the Year for 1975 

The following rule changes were recomm ended by th e 
Board and presented to the membership: 

I) To change the current T-shirt rule to include any 
shirt considered in good tasle (by the referee)­
final determinem to be the tournament director. 
(Change approved) 

2) The Board has decided on an experimental basis 
to incorporale a 15-point game ( win by two­
maximum 21 points) in all regionals and state Lour­
naments next year. It is encouraged that it also be 
used in local tournaments . 

3) The time out rule has been clarified so Lhat a time 
out to change a wet glove is Lo be counted as one 
of the three allotted time outs. 

Tom McKie explained the financial statements ·of the as­
sociatio:1 and the minutes of the Board of Direclor's Meetings 
will be printed in Lhe July/ Augu~t magazine. 
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The current progress on the ball situation was reported by 
Pre side nt DeWitt Shy. (Sec the minut es of the Bo:ird of Di­
rector 's Meeting.) 

Awards to the thr ee reti rin g Board members were pre­
sented by the Execulive Director. Those Board members who 
served the association for three years were DeWitt Shy, Charles 
Brumfield, and th e late Smith Schippers. 

Nominating Commiuee Chairman, Bill Dunn, presented 
his committee's slate of nom inees for new directors: 

Bob Peterson-Boi se, Id aho 
Pete Crummey-'Fort Devens, Massachusetls 
V. Z. Lawton-Norman, Oklahoma 

Nominations were taken from the floor for: 
Cal Murphy-San Diego, California 
Richard Walker-Dallas, Texa s 
Robert Troyer-Lake Forest, Illinoi s 
Johnny Hennen-Chattanoo ga, Tennessee 

On the first ballot Pete Crummey and Cal Murph y were 
elected and a run -off was need ed between V. Z. Lawton and 
Bob Peterson. On the second ballot V. Z. Lawton was elected 
as the third director. 

The meeting was adjourned at r I a.m. 

RACQUET BALL 



REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
BALANCE SHEET 

DEC EMBER 31 , 1975 
( U n:iudited) 

ASSETS 
CURRENT ASSETS 

Cash ..... .. .......... . .. .. . .. ... . .. $ 3,6 74.93 

FURNITURE , EQlITPM ENT AND RELATED RESERVE 
F urnitur e and Equ ipment . . .. . $ 4,572.06 
Less Reserve for Depr eciation . . 766.23 3,805 .83 

OTHER 
Not es Receivable -S ML Indu stries 

$ 
1,39 9 .25 
8, 88 0.01 

LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH 
CURRENT LIABILITIES 

Ta xes, Payroll . . . . . .. . .. .. . .. . . . . .. . .. $ 96 .73 

NET WORTH 
Net Worth January 1, 1975 . . $4 1,50 8.8 1 
D ecrease for Period .. . ... . .. (32 ,725.53 ) 8,783.28 

$ 8, 880 .01 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
INCOME AND EXPENSE 

YEAR ENDED DECEMB ER 3 1, 197 5 
( Unaudited) 

REVENUE: 
Member ship . . . . .. . . .... ...... . .. . .. .. $ 27,186 .70 
Sales-E mblems and Supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,533 .52 
Sales Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,799.30 
Royalty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97,642 . 16 
Tournam ent Incom e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 0, 190.2 5 
Tournament Income - Pro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,850.25 
Adverti sing-Mag azine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,0 21.73 
Mi scellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,0 10 .9 5 __ ,:__ __ 

EXPENSES : 

Fees Personal Service ... . .. . . . ... . . . ... . . 
Depreciation . . . ...... . .. .... . . . . ... .. . 
Due s and Subscriptions .. .. . .. .. . . . .. ... . 
Retirement . . . . . ..... . . . .. . . .. ... . ... . 

$171,234 .86 

27 ,098 .46 
5, I 93 .54 

442.83 
80.47 

2,600.00 
Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 73. 92 
Legal and Accounting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,618.40 
Rent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,590 .03 
Taxes, Payroll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,77 1.22 
Awards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,236 .25 
Duplicating . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,70 3.96 
Mag azine Producti on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 1,57 5. 14 
Mailing Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,67 7.8 1 
Office Supplie s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,5 35.82 
Postage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7, I 54. 98 
Supplies-Member ship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,984 .77 
Supplies-Resale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20,019.27 
Tel ephone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,07 0.22 
Tourn ament Expense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19,956.56 
Tournament Expen se- P ro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,626.7 7 
Travel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,8 17. 19 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,626.36 
State Chairmen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,00 6 .42 __ ,:__ __ 

$203,960.39 
NET (LOSS) . . .. .. .. . .. . . . .... . . $(32,725.53) 

JULY/AUGUST 1976 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
BALANCE SHEET 
MARCH 31, 1976 

(Unaudited) 

ASSETS 
CURR ENT ASSETS : 

Cash .. . ... .... . . . . .. ... . . . . ... . $ 1,830 .32 

FURNITURE, EQUIPMENT AND RELATED RESERVE : 
Furnirure and Equipment ... . . $ 4,572.06 
Less Reserve for Depr eciation . . 880.53 3,691.53 

OTHER : 
Notes Receivable-SML Industries . . . . . . . . . . 1,399.52 

LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH 
CURRENT LIABILITIES: 

$ 6,921.10 

Ta xes, Payroll . ... . . . . . . . .. . ... ... . ... $ 62 .00 

NET WORTH: 
N et Worth January 1, 1976 . . $ 8,783.28 
Loss for Period . .. .... . ... . (1,9 24.18) 6,859.10 

$ 6,921.10 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
INCOME AND EXPENSE 

THREE MONTHS ENDED MARCH 31, 1976 
( Unaudit ed) 

INCOME : 
Membership s . ... ... . . . . . . 
Sales-Emblems and Supplies .. 
Sales Publications ... . . ... . . 
Royalty ..... . .. . . .... .. . 
Tournament Incom e .... . .. . 
Tournament Income - Pro .. . . 
Advertising- Magazine . .. .. . 
:lv!iscellaneous . . . .. . .. .. .. . 

EXPENSES: 
Salaries ... . . . .. .. .. . .. .. . S 
Fees Personal Service ... . . .. . 
Depreciation . .. .. .. . .. . . . . 
Dues and Subscriptions . .... . 
Retirement .. . .... . ... . . . . 
Insurance .. .. .... . .. . .. . . 
Legal and Accounting . .. . . . . 
Rent . . .. . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . 
Tax es, Payroll . ... .. ... . .. . 
Dupl icating . .. . . .. ...... . . 
Ma gazine Production . . ... . . . 
Mailing Service .... . . .. . . . . 
Office Supplies .... .. .. .. . . 
Postage . ... . . .. .. . ... . . . . 
Supplie s- Membership . ... . . 
Supplies-Re sale . ... . . .. . . 
Telephone .. .. . . . .. . .... . 
Tournament Expen se .. . . ... . 
Tournament Expense - Pro . . . 
Tra vel ..... .. . • • • • • · · · · · 
Mi scellaneous . ... .... .... . 
State Ch airmen . . .. ....... . 

6,450.00 
503.00 
114.30 

10.00 
400.00 
156.30 
225.00 
850.00 
377 .34 
122 .83 

22,011.14 
882.10 
305.90 

3,9 37 .7 1 
803.38 

3,4 84.21 
985.72 

4,269.57 
11,170 .37 

761.74 
300.61 
843 .95 

$ 14,402 .80 
2,345.09 
1,631.57 

25,622.94 
485 .00 

6,685.00 
4,901.01 

967.58 

$ 57,040.99 

58,965.17 
NET INCOME (LOSS) . . . . . .. . ... . $ ( 1,924.18) 
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REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP 

MINUTES OF THE IRA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Cha tt anooga, Tennessee 
Sunday , May 30 , 1976 

The meeting was called to order by President DeWitt Shy at 

, :45 p.m. 

Three new by- laws were passed to aJd to th e constitution: 5) Ball-Mot ion was made th at the IRA adopt an open 
ball policy, i.e., any compa ny that wi ll mee t our min~­
mum requirements and sta n lards wi ll receive the offi­
cial ball designation provid ed they wi ll also agree to 
the uniform financial a rrangements th e IRA has set 
fort h for th at designation . Mo tion pa sed unanimously. 

, ) An officer may be remo ved from office by a 2/ 3 vote 
of the Board . 

2) If an officer of the Board dies, resig ns, or is removed a 
new officer will be elected by the entire Board. 

3) A director may be remO\·ed from the Board by a 2/ 3 
vote of the member ship at its annual mee ting. 

6) Magazine Committee set : 
McKie, Murphy, Velan , Cru mm ey, Grapes 

New Officers: 

7) Recommended th at new state chairm en and regional 
commis sion ers be ap point ed in th ose areas where the 
incumbent s are not doing th eir job. 

President : Wi lliam Tanner 
Vice -President: Ivan Bruner 
Secretary -Trea surer: Ca l Murphy 
National Commissioncr-V. Z. Lawton 
Nat iona l Rules Chairman -B ill Dunn 
At -Large Membe r of the Executive Committee: Ge ne 

Grapes 
Chairman of Equipment Evaluation Committee: Bill Dunn 

New Business 
, ) A new 11th Re.,ion-Europe -be est abli shed with the 

tra vel allowance; from point of en try to the Nationa ls 
th e same as in ot her regions . Passed unanimously. 

2) Mov t:J to ha ve T ann er mak e socia l contact with 
Kend ler at the NRC tournam ent an d if th e oppo rtunit y 
pre sent s itself look at working relationshi p possibilities. 
Passed unanim ous ly. 

3 ) Definition of a Pr o : 

Old Business 
Committee: 

McKie, Steding, Dunn, Lawton 
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, ) Ta lked about the Ha ll of Fame Committee . Mc Kie will 
check on its regu lations and find out its member ship 

2) Regiona l entry fees and wh at the player shou ld recei ve. 
Board deciJed there shou ld be a check list of minimum 
requirements for the regional tournaments. 

3) Board decided to hold a secu nd yearly boarJ meeting 
befor e the IRA Doubles Championship in the f:tll. 

4) Board decided to hold four executive committee meet­
ings pe r year. 

4) lbise of $ 100/m ont h for th e Execut ive Director tabled 
to th e Exec uti ve Comm it tee meeting ( raise to be retro­
active to Jun e I if approved at tha t time) . 

5) Refund to the states-to any st:ite that ha s a vi:ible or­
ga niza tion. Ref und s will cont inu e on ,rn:mbership s re­
ceived throu gh August 31, 1976 :ind di conti nued after 
that date. 
Suggestion th :it $ 1 of every to urn ament entr y fee be 
del ega ted to the state org anizatio n . 

Meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m . 

Please Note New Mailing Address for the ... 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATIO N 

P.O. Box 31481 , Suite 1012 • D allas, Texas 75231 

(Offic es are located at 100 North Cent ral 
Exp ressway, Rich ar dson , Tex as) 

• 214 -690-0244 

RACQUE TBALL 



With progressively less understanding of Steve 
Keeley, the English language, and racquetball ver­
naculus, the editors present with appropriate dis­
claimer of any malicious feelings for Webster, a con­
tinuation of "Keeleyisms," as submitted by the author 
from his forthcoming book "It's a Racquet," and for 
the sole purpose of edifying his friends , fans, near 
relations , and various subscribers who have nothing 
better to do. 

Readers know Keeley-the racquetball pro. In 
this , and his instructional book, "The Complete Book 
of Racquetball ," they have an opportunity to know 
(and love?) Keeley the author. Illustrations are by Jan 
Campbell. 

.' 

I 

From the court thesauru s of KEELEY­
ISMS : 

"X" Concept-
N ormally, racquetball box scores read 

some thin g like Willie Makit 21-Sammy 
Strate 2 0, which translates Makit down s 
Strate, 2 1-2 0, in a single game of rac­
quetball. So, where does the "X" in 21-X 
come from? Web ster d efines " X" as, "An 
unknown quantity. An arbitrary value 
from the domain of a variable. " There ­
fore, 21 -X signifies 2 1 to who -knows­
what. 

Do not snicker .. . this "X" concept 
bur st into reality at the 19 73 national 

"Who can hide from 'inner 
game' of racquetball?" 

tournament in St. Louis . This is a story 
which should not be penned but rather 
played on a gypsie violin accompanied by 
appropriate sobbing. Charlie Brumfield 
had edged Steve Serot in the upper 
bracket semifinals :ind, in the bottom half 
of the bracket, I had squeeked by Bill 
Schmidtke. The energetic young whipper­
snapper Serot quickly rebounded from his 
defeat and went off alone into :i court to 
practice his sting ing kill shots, while re­
peating aloud "every day in every way 
I'm getting better :ind better." On the 
other hand, the grizzled veterJn Schmidtke 

Co ntinu ed 011 next page 
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followed up his defeat by going off by 
himself and downing a copious amount of 
an agreeable liquid, while letting fl~,_many 
self-directed comments such as 1eezus 
cheezits, Bill! you stunk! Just give it up!" 

It was Serot vs. Schmidtke in the play, 
off for third place bright and early the 
next morning. Serot was jazzed. Adrenalin 
coursed rampant through his bloodstream 
as he screamed words of self-encourage­
ment and jumped around the court as 
though chased by a herd of drug-crazed 
alligators. Schmidtke was not so jazzed. 
Pure ethanol from last night's boozing 
dripped sluggishly in his blood vessels as 
he lolled here and meandered there in the 
court. The two-time national champ could 
only muster a sickly grin-and-bear-it ex, 
pression while Steve commenced a jugger, 
naut march toward t\venty -one. 

Sixteen to zero. Seventeen to zero . 
Soon the chagrin reached the point of in­
tolerance . No more of this for the former 
champ. Schmidtke opened the court door 
and staggered out. "I quit," he exhaled 
with brewery breath. "You can't quit!" 
answered Serot, serving up the ball . The 
ball fell untouched . Bill stood at the court 
exit and reiterated, '1 quit!" and he just 
continued to stand there, eyes semi-glazed 
and smirking at an aggitated Serot. I 
reckon Schmidtke resembled Davey Cro­
ckett grinning down a tolerable ornery 
bear. 

Serot served out the game, all service, 
unanswered, and to this day the score 
stands 2 1-X. 

Amoeba Man-

This hapless court chap has been re­
fered to in previous thesauruses as the 
three-toed sloth and the turtle. As they are 
apt to say about these players back in my 
home state of Michigan, "he's slower than 
molasses in an air-conditioned court." 

If during a match, your opponent sud, 
denly pats you condescendingly on the 
back and simpers, "nice try, amoeba 
man," you should sock him right in the 
face with one of your pseudopods. This 
is the most cutting of all court insults. An 
amoeba is a miscroscopic protozoan 
possessing a basically formness structure. 
It moves about by extending a viscous 
mass called a pseudopod and then by pull, 
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ing the rest of its body after the pseudo, 
pod. Thus, it locomotes like a squashed 
inch-worm. 

Box Theory-

A teaching practice and/ or game ,aid 
whereby the player utilizes an actual or 
imagined box at which he directs his kill­
shots or serves. This fantasized or actual 
box provides a general rather than an ex­
act target area. By way of analogy, pre ­
tend you are standing in rear court armed 
with a bow-and-arrow and are trying to 
hit a quarter taped to the front wall. Your 
arrows scatter asunder as you try to scope 
in on a ridiculousl y minute bullseye. 
Now , pretend you are standing in rear 
court and are trying to hit a quarter 
taped in the middle of a paper plate, all 
stuck to the front wall. Not only will your 
arrows funnel into the paper plate area, 
many will hit the quarter . The box theory 
works similarly . 

On corner killshots, put the ball through 
a one foot square box ( use an actual box 
in practice ; imagine one in play) sitting 
in the front corner. On garbage serves , 
bounce the ball into the top of a ,three foot 
square box sitting in the rear corner. On 
low drive serves, put the ball through that 
three foot square box . Aim for generalized 
targets and hit more specific bullseyes . 

Center Court -

Some define this as that floor area of 
the court starting from the front service 
line and extending posteriorly ( toward the 
back wall ) to about four feet behind the 
second short line. Specifically , it is the 
floor area described by a circle which has 
its center in the middle of the service box 
-midway between the side walls and 
half way from the front service and short 
lines . 

The player who maintains center court 
control usually emerges the victor, just as 
the chess player who controls the center 
squares of the board commands that game. 

Controller-

A conservative player whose game 
strategy revolves around moving his op ­
ponent around the court with many passes 
and defensive shots. The success of the 
controller hinges upon his ability to hold 
down center court oosition ( as ooposed 
to a pure shooter). For example, Charlie 
Brumfield and Steve Strandemo are con­
trollers. 

Crotch-

Anatomical area of the racquetball 
court from which spurt myriad freak and 
tweak balls. It is the juncture of two play, 

ing surfaces, usually applied to the front 
wall-floor and the backwall-floor junc­
tures . For example, a crotch killshot or 
crotch serve. 

Technically, a crotch kill is a skip ball 
and a crotch serve is a side out . Realistic­
ally, there is no such thing as a crotch 
ball, just as there is no such thing as a 
perfect rollout with zilch bounce. A 
crotch ball-while indistinguishable to 
the human eye-must hit the wall or 
floor initially, but it would take a micro• 
scope to decide which, so play such ques· 
tionable shots over . 

" Amoeba man" 

Cut Throat-

Racqu etball game with thr ee players. 
Each person during his serve plays and 
scores against the other two. Synonym: 
Triples. Recommendation: negative. Es• 
chew the madness wh ich combines the 
worst aspects of singles with the worst 
aspects of doubles . Every cut-throat game 
I eve r played seemed to be against two 
northwest gorilla types who had helicopter 
wind-ups and roundhouse follow throughs. 
My major objective was not to outscore 
my simian rivals but rather to slink to the 
safety of the nearest side wall. 

Do not confuse cut-throat with one-or 
two. The latter contest involves three 
players, but one per son versus the other 
t\vo as a team for the entire game. As an 
additional handicap , the single pbyer may 
have only one serve to the team' s two. 

Five Foot Rule -

The receiver ( s) on service must stand 
at least five feet behind the short line. 
( This is indicated in many courts by a 
three inch vertical line on the side walls. ) 
Also, the receiver( s) cannot return the 
ball until it passes the short line. In 
making a fly return, no part of the re­
ceiver's body or racquet may enter the 
service zone ( the short I ine or anterior )• 
A violation of any of these rules results in 

a point for the server. 
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Handy-Wipe-

For lack of a better term the small ( ap­
proximately 6" x 12") towel a player 
partially stuffs into his shorts for when the 
gun-hand or racquet handle becomes 
sweaty. The handy-wipe is a good al­
ternative to the glove and wristband in 
remedy ing the slippery pa lm syndrome. 
Syno nym: mini- towel ( for lack of a better 
syno nym). 

Half-Volley -

To stroke the ball on its short hop off 
the floor. This is the test shot for potential 
spasticity which I give to all my new 
court students. Some of the pros cannot 
pass the half-volley spasticiry exam, much 
less the hackers. 

Half-and-Hal/ -

The most commo n means of dividing 
court responsibilities between two players 
of a doubles team . Here, an imaginary 
line is drawn down the middle of the 
court ( from front to back walls ) with one 
player covering most balls on the right 
side , his partner covering most shots to the 
left . Synonym : side-by -side. 

Hiearchy -

In racquetball , the division of players 
according to skill. This classification in 
tottrnamenis is usually alphabetical. The 
novice or "C" rank player who wins a 
"C" tournament must participate as a 
"B" player in all future competition. The 
average or "B" playe r becomes :in "A" 
upon w inn ing a "B" tournament. 

Hierarchy by court slang is more de ­
scriptive , perhaps more familiar. The 
lower ranking "rubber pusher s" and 
"weekend hackers " gain nomenclature 
status with experience and become upper 
echelon "big wig s" and " pros" . 

You can always distinguish between a 
rubber pusher and a pro. Upon hitting a 
lucky freak ball, the former freezes in 
dropped -jaw astonishment and apologizes 
profusely. Upon hitting the same shot, the 
latter ra ises a singular eyebrow and struts 
s:inctimonious ly tow:ird the service box as 
though he were entering a scummy public 
restroom only out of perfunctory biologi, 
cal necessity. 

Hospitality Room-

The free grub room for all tournament 
participants is indigenous to our four , 
walled sport. This subtle effort by wives 
and girl friends of the tournament com ­
mittee to appea se the first round losers 
must be commended. The main course 
often is racquetba ll hash, a "sto mach -pump 
food" which goes best with voluminous 
amounts of water, or gatorade , or both. 
Whether or not the eats arc pala table, in 
the typical hospitali ty room 10 % of the 

JULY/AUGUST 1976 

people eat 9 0 % of the food. Synony ms: 
The losers trough, the grunt-a•rama, the 
puke and choke cubicle. 

Gamesmanship-
Use of unusual strategic tactics to 

secure points or psychological advantage. 
For exam ple, the verbal psych-o ut ("Boy, 
your back hand stinks today, doesn't 
,it?!") crowding, intentiona l long serves, 
stalling tactics ( wiping up a dry floo r ), 
bicker ing. The all-time Guru of games­
manship is also known in the court world 
as Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Brumfield . 

Gravity Ball-
At attempted killshot whose air speed 

approaches that of a falling leaf. The ball 
travel s so slowly the force of gravity causes 
it to rapidly lose altitude enroute to the 
front wall . . . skip ball. As Elmer Eein­
stein, our local YMCA champ expounds, 
" the horizo ntal force vector provided by 
the racquet is less than, and eventually is 
overcome by, the vertical force vector pro­
vided by gravity. Therefore, the sphere 
hits the hardwood before the plaster." 
Some say the gravity ball travels so slowly 
the brand name may easily be discerned. 

Gym Strip-
A term I hear frequently in Canada in 

reference to gym clothes. 

"I" Formation-
One means of dividing court responsi, 

bilities between two players of a doub les 
team. He re, an imaginary line is draw n to 
equally split the front and back courts. 
One player covers shot s to the front and 
his partner ball s to the back. Synonym: 
Front -and-back . 

Inner Game-
Every racquetball g:imc has its inner 

and outer facets .. The inner game con­
cerns the men tal aspects : confidence, con• 
centration, chocking. Synonym: Cerebral 
racquetball. 

Interval Training 
Rigorous method of physical trammg 

where periods of stress are interrupted by 
rest intervals for partial recovey. For ex• 
ample, sprint fifty yards, jog twenty, 
sprint fifty . . . Repeat thirty times . If it 
sounds terribly toilsome , it is. If it sounds 
terribly beneficial, it is. You end up feel­
ing as though you just crawled out of ::t 

centrifuge. Recommend ed for fifteen years 
old and under physical studs or members 
of the Justice League of America . 

Jill Strap 
Fema le counter-garment to the male 

supporter. 

No rthwest Gorilla Ball-
Uncontrolled flail. The objective is 

power not accuracy. I picked up this term 
at a Portland, Oregon, clinic/ exhi b ition 
where there seems to be a p repond erance 
of northwest gorillas. You know the type: 
He has the physiology of Popeye and the 
mentality of Sweet Pea. T hat massive 
muscled caterpillar brain wh o plod s into 
the service box thinking "Duh ... I am 
going to drop da little ball and hit a low 
drive serve, just like I seen at da clinic ." 
And as the boob drops the ball, win dmills 
his backswing and steps into the service, 
his slow-flowing mental stream changes 
course. "Duh . . . I think I'll hit a high 
soft lob instead of a low hard drive." And 
the racquet wielding ape wallops a high 
hard drive that zooms at warp ten over 
the back wall. Be thankful the incidence 
of northwest gorillas within our racquet­
ball population is low. 

Odor Hinder-
Self-explanatory . A tactic not to be 

sniffed at . 

Offensive Theory of Play-
Certain schools of strategic thought 

which advocate unleashing offensive 
rather than defensive shots whenever 
feasible . The offensive theory proponent as 
first thought on any set-up is to administer 
the most offensive shot, the kill. If he is 
out of position or leary of his opponent's 
court coverage ability, his second thought 
is the second most offensive shot, the pass. 
Only if he is psyched-out, dogged-o ut, or 
slipping on a wet spot does the third most 
offensive thought enter his mind-a de­
fensive shot ( ceiling ball, z-ball, around 
the wall ball.) 

Whether they realize it or not, such 
players as Steve Serot, Marty Hogan, 
Jerry Hilecher and northwest gorilbs flail 
in accordance to the offensive theory of 
play. 

" North west gor ill a-types" are found 
througho ut the country. 
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Three straight for Guinter 

44 Doubles teams 
in Penn tourney 

Over 160 racquetball enthusiasts par, 
ticipated in the Fourth Annual Penn syl­
vania State Racquetball Championships 
held at the beautiful 12-court facility on 
the Penn State campus. The ch:impion­
ships hosted by the Nittany Lion Rac ­
quetball Club s:iw six divisions-open A, 
open B, seniors, open doubles, women's 
singles, and women's doubles . 

Craig Guinter, Williamsport, con• 
tinued for the third straight year his total 
domination of the open A singles. On his 
way to the championship Craig was never 
thre:itened, winning the final over Joe 
Jackman, New Castle , 21-10, 21-12. 
Fatigue seemed to take its toll as Jack­
man faded in the finals . Jackman entered 
both seniors singles as well as the open 
division where the grueling sch~dule took 
its toll of pl:tyers. Jim Jone s beat newcomer 
Joe Ross for third pl:tce, 21-14, 21 -7 . 
John Corkhill beat Tom Bush, 31-22 , 
in consolations. 

The seniors saw fourth seeded Guy 
Natale, N ew Castle , beat C armen Felec ­
cetti, Clarion , 21-18, 9-21 , 21-1, to 
win the title. Forfeitures due to stamina 
took out the top seeds as Gene Grape s, 
Pittsburgh , forfeited in the semis to Na, 
tale in favor of doubles and Jackman for, 
feited to Feleccetti in favor of trying for 
the open title . John Landy defeated Done 
W etcher for the consolation title. 

Over 78 entries squared off in the B 
division with a much impro ved Eno 
Stover beating the up and coming Rich 
Zewe, 21-16 , 21 - 18, in the finals. 
Third place was taken by Done Maturak 
over Scott Owens , 21 -8, 21-1. The con­
solation title was won by John Kline over 
Ted White. 

Forty-four doubles teams entered as 
the top seeded and defending state cham, 
pions Dick Snyder (Harrisburg) :ind 
Luke St. Onge ( Penn State) were upset 
in their bid for two straight by the third 
seeded team of Joe McAndrews and John 
Musewicz (Scranton), 21,4, 21-13 . 
The new champions upset second seeded 
Gene Grapes and Al Shattner ( Pitts, 
burgh) took third place over Craig Guinter 
and Tom Schrimp (Williamsport). Con , 
solation doubles were won by the Pitts , 
burgh team of Dahar -Cerarolo over the 
Penn State team of McAtee and Fite. 

One of the major highl ights of the 
tournament was the women's division 
where 2 8 entries vied for the title with 

the finals narrowing down to Northe.1st 
Regional champion and two time, and 
defending state champion Eileen Turiak 
(Pittsburgh) facing second seeded and 
last year's state runner-up Samantha 
Weaver (Sc ranton ) . Weaver, concen· 
trat ing on singles only and much improved 
over last year, upset Turiak in two games, 
21-17, 21-17. The level of play was 
excelle nt with a vastly impro ved field in 
the division . The shot selection, agility, 
cond ition ing, and overall execution was 
great. Third place was won by Abb ie 
Baxter over Maxine Millar , 2 1-15 , 8-
2 1, 2 1- 13. Consolations w:is won by 
"spark plug" Lee Eshehimer over Nancy 
K:itz, 31-9. 

Women doubl es saw two-time defend­
ing champions Turiak-Farrel ( Pittsburgh ) 
over the surprise team from York , Betsy 
Small and Lucy Zarfos. Lucy Zarfos suf, 
fered a cracked cheekbone when she col­
lided with Turiak in the finals. U nfor­
tun ately, she was unable to cont inue play 
and the title went to the PittSburgh duo. 
Third place was won by Pettinato -Muse­
wicz over Millar -Stover. Consolations was 
wo n by Katz -Brumbaugh over Baxter­
Bogle s. 

At the state busin ess meeting Luke St. 
Ong e was elected to serve a second term 
as state chairman. O ver 60 gifts were 
don ated and given away and our special 
thanks go to Voit, Ektelon , Leach, Tren ­
way, and The Racquet Shop of State Col• 
lege for their tremendous support of our 
program . 

"--J 

l'OP PICTURE-From left , John Musew icz, 
Joe McAndre s, Dick Snyder and Luke 
St. Onge . 

LOWER PICTUR E-From left Jeanne 
Farrell, Eilene Turiak , Betsy Small and 
Lucy Zarfos . 
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A Dunn brothers invasion 

Trey Sayes drops 
Idaho crown 15-6, 5 

Departing from the 2 1-point scoring 
system to the 15 ( with 2-point spread) 
provided some strange looki ng scores as 
Steve Dunn upset the odds -makers and 
took the Idaho state open singles cham­
pionship in a win over his brother Bill, 
5-15, 15 -7, 15 -13. 

Trey Sayes, number one seed, and 
favored to hold the title for the second 
successive year, fell to Steve in the semi ­
finals, 15 -6, 15-5, to do his part in 
making the finals a family affoir. J. B. 
Scott, in the lower bracket dropped two 
straight to Bill Dunn, 15-5, 15-6. 

Bill Dunn owned the Idaho title in 

1974 . Trey Sayes took it in 1975. Now 
Steve Dunn has it. The only fair thing 
will be for Morgan Sayes to further the 
string of un-predictables and take it in 
1977. 

Third place in the open singles went 
to J. B. Scott, one of the rug-pullers in 
the tournament of upsets, when he de­
feated Trey Sayes, 15-3, 15-9. 

The April 3 0, May 1-2 tournament 
was held in the Boise, Idaho, YMCA, 
and marked the fourth anniversary of the 
state's open racquetball singles and dou­
bles championships. Twenty -two players 
entered the open singles, coming from 
throughout the northwestern part of the 
country. 

In the open doubles, J. B. Scott 
teamed with Dave Carley to upset the 
Dunn brothers, 15 -10, 16-14, on the 
third day of the tournament. Earlier both 
teams had begun the contest with byes in 
the first round , then two-game wins, fol­
lowed by three -game wins. 

Scott-Carley took their quarterfinal 
match easily, giving up but 12 points in 

State reports 

continue 
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the two game affair, but ran into trouble 
against the Sayes brothers in the semis, 
going the route: 15-4, 8-15, 15-4. 

Dunn -Dunn · at the same time re­
linquished but ten points in their quarter, 
final match with Erickson-Frame, but 
were pressed to three in the semifinals 
with Lund-Flop : 7-15, 15-12, 15-10. 

Matheson-Tunnicliff won the Idaho 
seniors doubles competition, defeat ing 
Cooper-Somerton two straight, 1 5-10, 
16-14. Erickson-May took third, and in 
the consolation event Crupper-Angell 
downed Seeley-Turner, 21-15, 11-21, 
21-20. 

Memphis dominates southern regionals 

Zeilman & Green 
The Southern regional tournament was 

held April 3 -4-5, 1976, at the Univer ­
sity of Tenne ssee, Knoxville, Tennes see, 
with over 2 00 participants. 

Open singles was won by Mike Zei t­
man of Memphis defeating John Hennen 
of Chattanooga in two games. John 
faltered in the first game, but came back 
in the second game to give a close match. 
David Fleetwood and Randy Stafford 
were to play for third place in Memphis 
at a later date . 

In the upp er bracket Steve Smith of 
Memphis gave Zeitman a run for his 
money with a closely debated call in the 
match. Zei tman won, 17 -21, 21-9 , 21-
20 . Randy Stafford of Memphi s went 
thr ee games , but Zeitman man:iged to win 
the third game, 2 1- 1 1. 

In the other bracket , Hennen had little 
trouble until he met Tom McKie of 
Memphis and went three game s, 2 1- 18 , 
17 -21 , 21-11. 

The women's singles was represented 
with 20 players. Sarah Green of Mem­
phis beat Martha Byrd of Gaine sville, 
Florida , 21 - 15, 21-16. Lyn McKie was 
ahead of Byrd in the second game when 
she def~ulted bec:iuse of a questionable 
call. Third place we nt to Cile O'Connell 
of Ormond Beach , Florida, beating 
Nancy Hornack of Hollywood, F lorida, 
21-9, 21 - 16 . 
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take men's and women's titles 
The men 's seniors with 2 2 entries , was 

won by Don Clark, Montgomery, Ala., 
be:iting Norm Chambers, Raleigh , N.C ., 
21 - 16, 21-15. Third place went to 
Jerry Winsberg, New Orleans, Louisiana , 
who defeated Harold Krafchick, Atlanta, 
Georgi:i. Don Miller, ,Knoxville, went 
three game s with Krafch ick, 2 1, 2 0 , 2 1, 
17, 21-17. 

Master singles was won by D. W. 
Detjen , Ashland , Ky., who defeated 
Herb Frank, Clearw ater , Florida , 20-21, 
2 1- 10, 2 1-9. Detjen pla yed a strong 
offensive game throughout the tourna­
ment . Third place went to John Hogan, 
Raleigh, N.C., beating Ray DePue, 
Knoxville , 20-21, 21-3, 21 -5 . 

Junior singles was represented by a 
strong group of young players. Mike Fa­
tolitis, Clearwater, Florida , beat Pete 
Tashie , Memphis, in three exciting 
games, 21-4, 17-21, 21-15 . Tashie 
looked poor in the first game, but rallied 
to play strong in the second and third 
games. 

The golden masters was won by none 
other than Ik e Gurner , Louisville, Ken­
tuck y, who played Mel Lebowe, Chat ­
tanoo ga. 

A large open doubles conting ent was 
won by Randy Stafford and Tom McKie, 
who beat Steve Smith and Dean Nicho ­
poul:is, Memphis, 21 - 15, 2 l - 13. 

John Hennon and Davy Bledsoe, 
Memphis, went three games with both 
Jim Lane and Frank Johnson, Holly­
wood, Florida, and Larry Liles and John 
Dunlap , Memphis. Davy was playing 
with a bad wrist, which forced him to 
forfeit in the open singles. Third place 
went to Liles and Dunlap. Steve Terry 
and Mike Fatolitis, Clearwater, Florida, 
had a good match with Smith and Nicho­
poulas losing, 21-20, 16-21, 21-9. 

The women's doubles was won by 
Sarah Green and Lyn McKie, Memphis. 
Third place went to Pat Seipp and Quinn 
Lovingood, Knoxv ille, beating O'Connell 
and Diane Palazolo, Memphis , 2 1- 19, 
2 1-9 . 

The senior doubles found Tom Mc­
Kie and Luther Green defeating Donald 
Donoghue and Mike Mojer , Orlando, 
Florida, 21-13, 17 -2 1, 21-9, to take 
first place. Norm Chambers and Sonny 
Harmon , Knightdale , N .C., won third 
place by a forfeit over Jerry Bryant and 
Frank Burkhold er, Nashville. 

Master doubles was won by Ike Gurner 
and Bill Simon, Louisville, Kentucky, 
beating Thomas Stidham and Herbert 
Frank. Cle arwater. Florid:1, 21-14, 21-
14 . Third place went to Andy Kozar , 
Knoxville . and William Tanner, Mem­
phis. 21 - 14, 21-15. defeating John 
Hog :rn and Walter Obman, Raleigh, 
N.C. - Ray V . DeP11e. 
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MASTERS FINALISTS Ray Crowley and Ed 
Grula, left to right in the top picture 

with first and second place stein-trophies. 
(No champagne crew at the Oklahoma 

tournament.) From left to right in the lower 
photo are senior division finalist s, Jim 

McPherson, Carl Provence, V. Z. Lawton, 
and Bill Sturdevant. 
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Roderick regains Oklahoma state title before ... 

Audience of Millions ? ? ? 

"Sixteen million racquetball fans pack ­
ed the galleries of Tulsa's Thornton Fam­
ily YMCA on Fulton Street May 21-22-
2 3 to witness a series of the greatest rac­
quetball exhibitions ever staged by man or 
beast." Oklahoma Racquetball Association 
president V . Z. Lawton was asked 
whether the preceding quote would ade­
quately describe the state championship 
tournament. Lawton replied , "In spite of 
several inaccuracies , that wi ll do nicely." 

In the men's open clash, Jerry Linton 
was forced to give the state titl e back to 
Myron Roderick. Linton , defending 
champion from last year, went down in 
two straight, 2 1-9, 2 1- 18. 

From the score it appears there might 
have been a struggl e in th e second game , 
and to some extent this is true, but such 
as it was, it was apparently going on in 
Roderick's head, not the court . 

In the first game Roderick took fifteen 
straig ht points before Linton broke the 
scoring blockade. At 15-zip Linton began 
his only sustained point harvest , and man-
aged to basket eight tallies to Roderick's 

1 
three. With the card reading Roderick 
18, Linton eight, the first game began 

' to close . About two minute s later with the 
, score 20-9, Roderick served for game 

point a high floating lob that Linton drove 
into the floor. 

The second game began exactly like 
the first with the not able exception that 
Linton was leading, and Rode rick was 
blowing eve rything that came his way. 
The form er OSU wrestling coach called 
a time out trailing by four points and 
leaned agai nst the wall. Rod erick has 
comm ented that if one game isn' t working 
it is tim e to change your game. Coming 
back from his first time out, he changed 
tac tics, and in a few mor e minutes Linton 
was leading by eight point s. He may have 
changed his game, but at this point it was 
all to Linton's advantage. . 

L inton wasn't contenting himself wtth 
Roderick errors . He was shoo ting well 
and retri evi ng some fantastic shots, one of 
which was a behind the back return the 
Harlem Globetrotters wo uld have been 
proud to use. But he was playing a9:iinst 
a reputation, and this had to affect him to 
some extent , mentally. He was also play­
ing against the be st conditioned player in 

the state, and thi s- if nothing else-be­
gan to show . Although, :ihead on t~e 
scoreboard, Linton was fighting an uphill 
battle. 

The second game began at 12 : 1 3 . At 
12: 3 3 Linton led 18-10. Six minutes 
later the score was Linton 18-Roderick 
1 7 . The crowd sensed the end of match 
game . Roderick brought the game to 18-

:· ;, 
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all, th en wen t ahead on a kill shot into the 
right corner. He picked up anot her tall y 
br ingin g it to game point and with Linton 
in the far front of the court Roderick pro­
vided h im wi th what shou ld ha ve been a 
setup , but Linton overreacted and dro ve 
match point into the floor. Roderick took 
back the state crown, 2 1-18. 

In the playoff for third Roland 
Treat , who had been side-trncked by Lin­
ton in the qu :irters faced and fell to Ken 
Smith in two games, 21-10, 21- 15 . 

Jim McPherson, Mustang, Ok::tlhom a, 
took the senior di vision w ith two games 
over insurance counselor Carl Provence , 
21-1 7, 2 1- 15 . Th e first game was in 
doubt until the final serve, being tied re• 
peatedl y, and with McPher son seldom 
leading by more than two points . At 1 7-
all McPherson broke the tie and ran the 
next four point s, with game point coming 
on Pro ve nce's skip shot :it the end of :1 

rally that saw both play ers making retu rn s 
from all parts of the court . 

V. Z. Lawton met Bill Sturdevant , 
Tulsa, to settle third and fourth positions 
in the senior division . Thi s was Lawton 's 
first tournam ent competi tion following a 
six to eigh t week layoff from any sport 
more strenuou s th :rn squeezi ng juice from 
cranberries ( but not partaking of the 
bright red fluid ). His phy sician had de­
tected heart ventriculation and pro scribed 
any spo rts competition . During the six 
weeks it is reported Lawton filled seve n­
teen quart jars wi th fresh squ eeze d cran• 
berry juice. 

After the enfo rced rest , Lawton said he 
had a complete go-ahead, and h is health 
is as good if not better than it was before 
the condition arose. Sturdevant may have 
been one of the first to agree. L awto n 
took third place in two hard -fough t 
games: 21-20, 21-18 . 

Masters titli st Ray Crowley is not the 
mo st graceful player in the sport . Where 
peo~l e h_ave described Steve Keeley :is 
lookmg like ballet set to racquetball, Ray 
Crowley wou ld hav e to be described as 
a tree growing firm ly in center court . Not 
a big tree, but a stubborn one. 

In the decid ing match of the m:isters 
division Crowley met Ed Grub. It was a 
st~dy in contrnsts. Crowley 's hair is gr:iy 
w11h a few dark streaks. Grub's is ::ilmost 
black. Cro wley look s undern ouri shed, and 
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in need of somebo dy to help him bend 
over and pick up the racquetball. Grula 
outweighs him by fifty pou nd s, and looks 
like he could bend over and pick up 
Crowley. The study in contrasts continu ed 
through a thr ee game match . 

Ray Crowley took the first one easily, 
21 - 12. Grula came back in the second 
after trailing , 19-12 , to even the count 
at one each, 21 -19. 

Match game began w ith Crowley serv• 
ing, and speculatio n was that after Grula's 
come-fro m-beh ind finish of game numb er 
two, Ray had run out of energy, and 
Grub' s better condition would decide the 
th ird set-to. 

This rumor wa s promptl y squelched as 
Grula ran out of energy and Crowley used 
up all 2 1 of his points. Match game: 
Crowley 21 , Grula 10. 

As the sport of racquetball grows , pub­
licity -seekers continue to look for promo ­
tional angles. An almo st natura l one 
existed in the Oklahoma contest. 

Myron Roderick is the former wres t• 
ling coa ch at Oklahoma State Uni versity . 
Tommy Evans is his counterpart at rival 

In Connecticut open . 

State reports 

continue 

on next page 

University of O klah oma , Norman. Both 
coaches played in the state tournament, 
but Tommy E vans was in the masters, 
and Roderick in the open. The tourna­
ment received good television coverage 
from Tulsa stations, but none of the 
camer ame n was able to schedu le his time 
to coincide with the free times of the two 
coach es. It would have made a good show. 

ONCE IN A LIFETIME 

Mrs. Jim ( Sandy) McPherson took 
the women's title defeating Nell Farris in 
two games that confirmed her status as the 
best woman player in the state . Sand y 
over Nell Farris : 2 1-3, 21-9. 

In posing for photographer Ray Crow­
ley ( he does all sons of things equally 
well ) Jim asked for an extra cop y of the 
picture, saying , " This is a first for us ... 
and it may never happ en again, so I need 
a picture to prove it! " Jim McPherson 
had won the senior division title, his wife 
the wome n's open, making it a rare hus• 
band and wife tournament effort. 

Additional results are listed in the IRA 
Scoreboard. 

New York ace upsets Luciw 
Seco nd seeded Leo Marsocc i, Roches­

ter, New York, upset top-seede d Mike 
Luciw, New Br itain, Conn. , 16-21, 21-
12, 21 -8, in the early spring Cla ss A 
Connecticut state open co-sponsored by 
the IRA and the New Britain YMCA. 

Under the d irection of Phil P anare lla, 
D anie l Cocores and Ch::irles Baldes:iri, the 
event pulled in 78 racquetb ~llers for this 
third annual state of Conn ecticut open . 

Marsocci, a southpaw , using deadly 
forehand, easily def eated Phil Bruz~~• 
John Luciw and th ird -seed Dave Yur ga1t1s 
enroute to the final. Luciw also had a 
fairly easy time in defeatin g_ Ton;: Ro­
d::ilkis, Steve Meltsner ::ind Jim Wmner ­
ton before meeting Marsocci. Luci w will 
defend his singles and doubles title in the 
New Y ork State Open Racquetbal _l Tour• 
nament to be held in Niag::ira F::ills. 

In the "B " Single s final Mike Weiner 
of Hamden, Conn ., defeated Dick 

Haughey of Boston, 21-20, 21-6. 
Weiner advanced through the three-day 
event by defeating Larry DeMaine , Mike 
Suzan , Bob Imbrogno and Bob Corri gan. 
Meanwhile, Haughey had advanced 
throu gh the Upper bracket by beating 
Chris Nickerson , Tom Roy and ups etting 
the numb er one seed in the " B" division, 
Da ve Matulis in the quarterfinals and also 
beating Harry Cohn of Brid gepo rt. 

The "B" singles received added color 
by the entry of Jacki e Adler of Water­
bur y, Conn ., the first woman to eve r pla y 
in the New Britain YMCA racquetball 
courts. A big crowd was on hand to watch 
her first round match against Mike Suzan. 

In the Senior s Di vision ( 3 5 years and 
older ) it was Pete Crummey of Fort 
De vens, Mas s. , defeating Tom Waltz of 
New Canaan, Conn. The doubles final 
was won by number one seeds Mike 
Luciw and Leo Marsocci over Tom 
Waltz and Ed C:istillo.-Pliil Panarella. 
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CHUCK HUMPHREY present s trophies to singles champion Kent Taylor . on the left , and 
Marci Greer, right. 

At Kansas ' third annual 

Taylor topples 
Stepp & Campbell 

Ninety -five K:ins:ins vied for St:ite 
honors at the Third Annu:il K:ins::is St:ite 
R:icquetb:ill Ch:impionships, April 2 3-
2 S, ::it the be:iutiful new Court Club E:ist 
in Wichita. 

Kent Taylor, Wichita , :ivenged two 
straight tourn:iment losses to Phil Stepp, 
Lawrence, by the convincing semifin:il 
scores of 2 I - 1 8, 2 1-9, :ind then took th e 
open singles title over defending Cham • 
pion W:iyne C:impbell , Wichit :i, 21 - 15, 
21-12, in ::i h:ird fought fin:ils m:itch. 
De:in Gorm:in , L:iwrence, w:is third . 

M:irci Gr ee r, Wichit:i, h:is established 
herself :is on e of the top women :im:iteurs 
in the Midwest this ye :ir by taking second 
in both the YMCA Nationals in Houst on 
and the women's open at the San Antonio 
Pro-Am. She ag:iin proved her potential 
by defeating Mary Bender, Empor ia, 21-
2, 21 -2, in the final s of the women's 
open. Barb:ir:i Leavitt of Topeka was 
third over Sharon Brundage, Garden City. 

Topeka's Vic Dyck won th e seniors 
title by defe:iting Bill Br:rnta, Hutchinson, 
11 -2 1, 21-17, 21-16. Dr. Marvin 

Wilson of Topeka took third phce over 
Wichita's Da ve Bowersock . 

B Singles s:iw Ed French, Salina, out -
1:ist Topeka's Bill Parodi in :1 two hour 
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marathon , 21 - 18, 18-2 1, 21 - 11. Tom 
Gillig an of Topeka won third in a hotl y 
con tested m::itch with J. D. Fredrick of 
Wichita . 

Chris Stepp of L:iwrence disphy ed a 
good :ill-:iround game in defe:iting Vicki 
Krebs, S:ilin:i, 2 1-8, 21-16, to tak e 
women's novic e. Linda Parodi of Topeka 
took third over Bobbi e Ri ege r of Topeka. 

Court C lub E::ist, Vittert Sports, :ind 
LR.A. ::ind the Olympi:i Br ewi ng Com · 
p:iny cooperated in helpin g m::ike the 
Kansas final s ::i very specia l success. On 
h::ind when the y we re needed we re D oug 
Stone, Chuck Humphr ey, Charl ie ~tees, 
Kent Noller ::ind M::irci Greer. Wahout 
help from companies ::ind indi viduals such 
:is these , the tourn::iment mig ht never have 
been, let alon e be th e be st one ever. 

In two years New Mexico shows 

600-percent racquetball growth 
The New Mexico st:ite r:icquetb:ill 

tourn:iment w:is held E:ister weekend :it 
the Uni versity of New Mexico in Albu ­
querque . The tourn :iment w:is sponsored 
by the University of New Mexico R:ic • 
qucts Club under the :iuspices of G:iry 
M:iz:iroff :ind Chy Childs. 

One hundr ed twenty p:irticip:int s com• 
peted in the six events. Comp:ired to the 
twenty p:irticip:ints in the st:ite tourn ey 
two ye:irs ago, it :ippe:irs th:it New Mexi ­
c:ins h:ive joined the n:itionwide r:icquet­
b:ill boom. With the :iddition of some 
new facilities in the offing, the outlook on 
r::icquetb:i ll is very favor:ible . 

The open sing les for men s:iw G:iry 
M:iz:iroff dcfe:it Dr. E:irl B:idger in two 
g:imes, 2 1-12 :ind 2 1-1 7, for the ch:im­
pionship. B:idg er g:iined some revenge by 
taking the open doubles :ilong with 
p:irtn e r Dennis Ch:ivez. They defc:ited 
M:iz:iroff :ind Chy Childs in the sem is, 
21-20 :ind 2 1- 11 . They clinched the 
ch:impionship by dcfe:iting loc:il Fr:incisco 
Silv:i :ind J:ick Wrenn, 21-14 :ind 21-5. 

Wrenn traveled :ill th e w::iy from Little 
Rock , Arkansas , for th e tourn ::imen~, :it~d 
showed fovor:ibly by comin g in third 111 

the open singles :is well :is pl:icing second 
in the doubl es. 

The B sin gles, wh ich had the most 
particip:int s- 42 -s::i w Kim R ob(nson, a 
Utah resident , def eat :i fellow serv1ce111::i11, 
Dun c:in Johnson , 21-9 :ind 21 - 1 ~. for 
the championsh ip. Another U t::ih re~1~e.nt, 
B ob McNabb , took the sen ior d1v1s10!1 
crown bv easily def ea tin g Ro swell's Loui s 
Lucero, 21 -6 :ind 2 1-8. 

Th e C or No v ice div ision m:itched Ed 
Rodriguez against Albuqu erqu e h:indb::tll 
not:ibl e Ken G:itt:is. Rodri guez h:id no 
problem, as the scores reve:il: 2 1-5, 21 -
3. 

The women 's open singl es divi sion 
saw L ynn Chirigos dcfe::it Renee Lowd en , 
2 1-7 :ind 21-12, for the titl e. Thi s m::itc~, 
w:is by for th e toughe st test for M s. Ch, ­
rigos, who h::is been coa stin g throu gh loc::il 
competition for the p:ist few ye:1rs.- C}e1ry 
Mazaroff. 

RACQUETBALL 
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100 help celebrate Los Angeles Center Courts' 
first anniversary,· Radford wins club title 

By Mike McClelland 

The Center Courts, West Lo s An ­
geles, celebrated its first full year of rac­
quetball with a member ' s-only-tournament. 
For many it was their first tournament 
and the field of 100 was not gathered 
without some coaxing of the more hesi­
tant. As one might expect, some of the 
more hesitant turned out to be some of 
the more enthusia stic as they learned what 
all tournament players have known for a 
long time - tournaments are fun. 

Bruce Radford emerged as the men' s 
club champion in a double elimin ation 
open bracket . Pete Maccarrone finished 
second , losing to Redford two matches to 
one. 

The women's champion was not so 
well defined as a few of the club's more 
experienced women elected to play in the 
men ' s classes. Judee Hames lost to semi­
finalist Richard Mesnick in the C class, 
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21 - 11, 21-10; Debbie Radford lost in 
the semifinals of the men's novice to the 
eventual winner , Ron Behar, 21 - 12 , 20-
2 1, 2 1- 14 ; and Kelly Radford lost in 
the men's novice to Jim Olsen, 21-18, 
21-17. 

The men's B class was won by Mit­
chell Schwartz, 2 1-19, 14-2 1, 2 1-18, 
over Rob Boriskin. Mitchell defeated 
Jerry F eldm an in the semifinals, 2 1- 14 , 
2 1- 11 , and Rob defeat ed Da ve Warman, 
21-11, 12-21, 21-12. 

The men's C singles was won by Mike 
Gallagher defeating Richard Mesnick in 
the semifinals , and Stu Schwartz in the 
finals. The men's novice was won by Ron 
Behar over Paul Krantzman. 

The women' s novice featured 12 new ­
comers to the game in some close matches . 
Pam Eyer defeated Pam Adelman in the 
finals. In the semifinals Pam Eyer de­
feated Carol Le avitt, and Pam Adelman 
defeated Cathie Warman. 

Racquetba 11 tourney 
launched in D.C. 

George Washington University in 
Washington, D. C ., held its first racquet­
ball tournament this past spring following 
the opening of its brand new. gym, the 
Smith Center , attracting 100 students, 
faculty members, and staff. The A and B 
ladders operated along the challenge sys­
tem so the best players would ultimately 
rise to the top ; then the top eight played 
in a single elimination tournament to de­
termine the champion . 

The first four seeds, Tom Cutler, Vin­
cent Stanford, Roy Herman and Profes­
sor John Dirkse, all made it to the semis. 
Cutler was the favorite inasmuch as he 
had not lost a single game during the 
ladder portion of the tournament. He beat 
Dirkse easily in the semis and Herman 
forfeited to Stanford setting the stage for 
the finals. The match was anticlimactic as 
Cutler prevailed over Stanford , 21-3, 21, 
3. 

BRUCE RADFORD dives 
for return aga inst Pete 
Maccarone during Cen­
ter Courts club rivalry. 
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Norfolk liked it well enough, but how about George Washington? 

George Washington's birthda y was 
celebrated in Norfolk , Va ., with the first 
annual Jewish Community Center, 
George Washington Ra cquetb all Clas sic. 
The tournament took place on the holida y 
weekend of 14, IS and 16 Fe bru ary 
1976, and attracted over SO r:icquetball 
enthusiasts from Virgi nia, Maryland, 
North C:iro lin a, Delaware and Wash , 
ington , DC . 

In the open singles division, Norfolk 
JCC athl etic director , Ed Taylor took top 
hono rs, wi nn ing a clo se three g:ime m:itch 
from Buzz P arker of Ft. Monroe, Va ., 
21-14, 19-21 , 21 - 14, in the fin:ils. 
T :iylo r, who w:is nor seeded, particip ated 
despite a serious :ibdomina l in jury, :ind 
w:is forced to three games in all his tour­
name nt marches . Semifin:i l :icrion in the 
open sing les result ed in Ed Taylor de ­
fe:iting Glenn Allen, Virginia Be:ich, V:i., 
13 -2 1, 2 1-7, 2 1-11, :ind Buzz Park er 
topping George Long from Dahlgr en, 
Va., 16-2 1, 21-16, 21-8. 

Hodges-Horton 
over-do 
Holiday in Dixie 

B y Jimmie H:imiter 
Many of the Y :ink ee players haven't 

h e:ird of Shreveport, Louisian:i, so I 
figured I'd mention the third annu al H o/i­
day in Dixie Op en, held April 23 -25 . 

In open sing les, Eric Campbell w:is the 
victor over our own execu tive direct or, 
Tom McKie, 17-2 1, 21-6, 21-13, 
which proves that lead ershi p do es not 
:ilways take precedence. Kevin Meyer of 
Houston won third place over Ron Meek 
of Austin , 21-12, 21- 10 . Open conso­
lation was filled with two typical losers 
with Andy Hodges of Shreveport, de ­
fea t ing C:i rlos Nieves of Dall:is . 

In B singles, Shreveport dominated 
with Chuck Croft defe:iting Arnold 
Davi s of Dallas, 20 -21, 21-18, 21-9. 
Larry Bobbit of Lafayette beat Guy 
Faget of Baton Rouge for th ird , and an­
other typic:i l lose r, Driskill Horton of 
Shreveport, won Consolation over Ron 
Terry of B:iton Rouge . 

Ron St:itton of B :irksda le Air Force 
B ase, Bossier City, downed Harry Stelly 
of Lafayette for the C singles title. John 
Pierc e, " the racquet peddler of Shreve­
port ," downed Harold Sp ring for third . 
Both are from Barksdale . Brit Colem:in 
downed Mike Ri tt gers for consolation. 
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Third place was captured by George 
Long who defeated Glenn All en, 9-2 1, 
21-6 :ind 2 1-10 . Two of the top four 
seeds in the open divi sion were upset 
early in th e tournament , as George Long 
defe:11ed second seeded Willie Wang of 
Delaware , 15-2 1, 2 1-8, and 21-19, in 
what was probably the most exciting 
march of the tournament. Additionall y, 
un seeded Buz z Parker defeated number 
thr ee seed Clay McCaskey from Rich ­
mond, Va ., 21-17, 21-7 . 

The senior ' s division was won by 
Charles Sullivan from Maryland who 
defeated Bill Buckma n, Richmond, Va., 
2 0-2 I , 2 1- 1 S and 2 1- 12 , in a two hour 
marathon match . Thi rd place was cap­
tured by Alan Ba yna rd from Qu antico , 
Va ., who defeated Bruno Giord ano, 
Washington, D.C., 21-3, 21 -6. 

Norfolk residents capt ur ed top honor s 
in the master 's division , as Chuck Lake 
defeated Bern ard Jaffe in a close match. 
Third place was won by Red Martin of 

Fort Eustis, Va ., w ho defea ted Bruno 
Giordano , 2 1-1 7, 21- 14 . Red Martin, 
in the m:ister's d ivision, was upset by run· 
nerup Bernard J :iffe in a long three hour 
march during semifinal action. 

197 S and 197 6 Virginia Stale cham· 
pion, Carol Frenk of Newport News, 
Va. , eas ily won the women' s division 
with a 2 1- 11, 2 1-7 final march victory 
over Pa11i Gur son of Pittsburgh. The 
women's competition featured a dou?le 
elimination form at with third place going 
to Sue Cumminger of Vi rginia Beac~, 
Va. C umminger is the 1976 women_s 
Virgini:i state runner- up whi le Cur son 1s 
a former regional champion . 

The Jewi sh Commun ity Center of 
Norfolk hosted the 1ourn:1ment , :ind pro· 
vided an outstanding hospitalit y room. A 
banquet was held on Sunday night for 
participants and guests . T he George 
Washington Cl:i ssic is planned as an an­
nual tournament for the top e:ist coast 
racq uetb allers-G lenn R. Allen. 

DIXIE FINALISTS-Front from the left are Ron Stratton, Harry •Stelly, Chuck Croft 
and Arnold Davis . Standing, from the left: John Pierce , Kevin Myers, Eric Campbell, 
Tom McKie, Ron Meek and Larry Bobbitt. 

In wo men's single s, Suzanne Storey of 
Fri end ship dominated, and defeated Bev­
erly Ha ney of Austin for the title, wi th 
the scores showing 2 1- 14, 7, 2 1 , 2 J, 1 4. 
Marianette Miller of Fo rt Worth beat 
Carol Greenberg of Dalla s, 14 -2 I , 2 1-
18, 2 1-6, for third, and Virginia Davi s 
beat C:i nd y Stone for Consolation. 

In open doubles, Eric Cam pbell and 
Tom McKie, Dall:is :ind Memphis, be:it 
Richard Walker and Kev in Meyer, 
Dallas and Houston, in :i well deser ved 
match. 

In B doubl es, Andy Hodges, playing 
wi th a backhand like Serot, and the dis­
pos ition of Hogan, and with his partner, 

Driskill Horton, playing with the ability 
and court temperam ent of an A:ird vark, 
took the title over Ste ve Montoya and 
Ralph Sturgeons, Shreveport :ind D:illas, 
21- 1, 21-4, in a really close match . 

There was no limit to the numb er of 
events one could enter, so Andy H odges 
and Driski ll Horton of Shreveport, being 
their usual br:ive selves, entered TH REE 
EVENTS . Tha r's right racquetball f:ins. 
And both won rwo each. Dri skill told me 
before the tournament, " With three 
eve nts, I can't miss. Just think, nex t time 
four eve nts, tomorrow, the wo rld ." Dr is­
kill w:is e:isily subdued , :ind spent the 
night in the city ment:il ho spit:il. 

RACQUETBA LL 
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Hard core addicts climb Canaveral walls 
It was a hot and rainy weekend in the 

City of C ape Canaveral, but that didn ' t 
slow down the 3 2 hard -core racquetball 
players who turned out for Cape Cana v­
erals' first annual men's open four-wall 
racquetball tournament May 15 , 16 , 
1976. 

Percy Philman, Rockledge , took the 
top honors by defeating the Pride of 
Puerto Rico, A.F.M. Sgt. Mike Mo jer, 
21-6,21-11. 

Philman is the present Florida State 
4-wall outdoor champion, while Mojer 
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was runner-up in the 19 7 5 Senior Sin­
gles. Both men hold numerous titles 
throughout the state. 

Cuba 's representative, Luis A. Gar­
riga, defeated Earl Potter of Jacksonville 
for the third place title and trophy, 2 1-6, 
21-14 . 

In the consolation bracket Cape 
Canaverals' own John Brugger beat Stan 
Wing of Cocoa Beach in two hard fought 
games, 21-19, 21 -16. - Jach Piccalo, 
R ecreation Director 

PERCY PHILMAN, on the court, kept his 
fans out in the sun as briefly as he could, 
downing Mike Mojer In two straight. 
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Wright-Campbell doubles team have it their way in Metro mixer 

Stern's He3lth Club served 3S host for 
the third annual Fort Worth-Dall3s metro 
racquetball championships held the last 
weekend in Febru3ry. On hand for the 
three day affair were 16 l eager partici ­
pants competing in eight different cate­
gories. The lively action in women's nov ­
ice found Ruth Srulevitch defeating Jamie 
Bunch , 2 1-14, 2 1-1 1, in the finals. 
Paula Snyder took third from Gail Mar­
shall. Morgan Bressett posted a close \Vin 
over Faith Ragow in the women's open, 
21-16, 21-18. Top -seeded Virginia 
Davis had to settle for third over Linda 
Senter. In the women's doubles , Ragow 
and Davis continued their winning ways 
by claiming top spot from Carole Green , 
berg and Cindy Stone with Bressett and 
Marshall claiming third. 

PRO-FOOTBALL takes over class "C" at 
Court Sports l's classic . Club manager 

Marc Auerbach, left , presents trophies to 
Houston Oilers , left to right , Emmett 

Edwards, Curley Culp, and Karl Mauck . 

Men's competttion found several new, 
comers taking the spotlight along with 
many familiar names. Skip Merrell cap­
tured the C Division over Al Hirsch with 
Dave Key capturing third from Sam 
Young. Merrill is a rapidly developing 
player with speed and stamina who will 
pose problem s in the upper level soon. 

Duane Cooper, 3 5, proved to be the 
top man in the B Bracket and should be 
a factor on the national seniors scene. The 
stocky Coop er turned back Carlo s Nieves, 
2 1- 1 8, 2 1- 1 9, in the finals. Improving 
Arnold Da vis outlasted Jerry Brazil for 
third . Tom Roth and Bill Manor won B 
Doubles from Ralph Sturgeon :ind Ernie 
Thurmond. As expected the open singles 
:ind doubles drew much of the fan atten ­
tion. In the semis, up and coming Eric 

Jim Austin grabs Houston classic 

The First Annual Court Sports Rac• 
quetball Classic was held May 14, 15, 
16 and 201 pla yers competed for the 
trophies in nine classifications. Thi s was 
the first major tournament held at the club 
and possibly the best run of any or• 
ganized tournament held in the southwest 
region this year. 

Court Sports modeled the tournament 
after the old National Invitational Dou• 
bles Tournament in Louisvilie and the 
Canadian " Klondike" open held in Ed , 
monton . The emphasis was on hospitality 
and atmosphere. The Court Sports Classic 
was geared to the beginner and intermedi­
ate player. This does not mean that the 
caliber of the open , senior or B field was 
short on talent. 

In the open division, Jim Austin lived 
up to his number one seed and won the 
title over the rapidly improving Jeff 
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K wartier, 21-15, 2 1-9. The ope n field 
was evenly matched and the quarte rfinals 
saw Austin defeat Mark Malowitz, Mike 
Carr defeat Kevin M eyer, Marc Auer­
bach defe:it Jerry Wins berg, and K wartier 
e:ised by Luther Bern stein . In the semi­
finals Austin w:is pushed to three g:imes 
by Carr. Austin held on for the win, 21, 
20, 12 -2 1, 21-8. In the lower bracket 
K wartier :ilso was forced to go three 
games with Auerb:ich in a very close 
m:itch. The scores were 12 -21, 21-19, 
2 1- 18. Auerb:ich took third place ovc r 
Carr. 

In the Senior Division, Luther Bern­
stein, fresh from his Mexic:in journey de­
feated Jerry Winsberg of New Orleans in a 
come from behind thriller. Luther was 
down, 18-20, in the third game and 
pulled it out, 2 1-2 0. ( Luther added to 
the hospitality by showing up with pink 
eye.) Dr. Bob Hill took third place. 

Campbell had too much speed and over• 
all conditioning for Chuck John son, 21 · 
15, 21, 15, while in the other half of the 
bracket Pete Wright w:is destroying 
Luther Bernstein, 21-4, 21-9. The hard 
fought finals found the experienced 
Wright going to overhead kills to defeat 
the much faster Campbell, 21-18, 2-21, 
2 1- 14 . Johnson handled Bernstein for 
third, 21-16, 21 -10 . Wright and Camp ­
bell dominated the open doubles :ind 
easily defeated a tired Johnson and Dan 
Groves in the finals. Steve Terry and 
Richard Walker took third . 

Faith Ragow and husband , Steve, did 
yeoman's work as tournament directors 
with help from B ob D avidson, Bob 
Stone, and Jerry Bra zil. 

Barry Smith took the B d ivision over 
Larr y Nitishin in :in exciti ng final match . 
Johnn y S:iv:ige took third place over Ken 
Ka chtik . The c:iliber of the B's was ex· 
tremely high and produced some good 
matches. In the C's , the fin:ils looked like 
an inter-squad game with the Houston 
Oiler s. Karl Mauck defeated Curle y Culp 
in two straigh t. With 540 pounds of 
players cr:ishing into the w:ills, the build , 
ing was severe ly push ed to its structural 
limitations. Fleet footed Emmett Edwards, 
also of the Oilers took the third place 
trophy. 

D on Young of San Antonio won the 
large No vice field with his victory o~er 
D avid W eiscr. Alan Thomas took third 
over newcome r Jack L eewr ight. 

Th e women's open saw Sand y B:irker, 
number two seed defeat top seed Janice 
Seg:ill for the title . This was the first op· 
portunity for most Court Sport s members 
to sec the better women players in the re• 
gion compete . Suzan ne Store y defe:ite? 
Marilyn Morton for third place. Dons 
Yorloff of San Antonio won the No vice 
r:ither e:isily with her victory over Glor ia 
Prater. Pam Tun e won the third pl:ice con­
solation match over Jewel Anderson . 

In the B Doubles the team of J:iy 
Solinger and David Mosier defe:ited the 
brother :ict of Armondo and Art Cortez in 
the all Courts Sports final. Larr y Nitishin 
and Mark Norenberg took third place 
over Albert Hirsch and Alan Miller of 
San Antonio. There was a four tc:im open 
doubles round robin concluded on Mo n­
day and K wartier and Malowitz dcfc:ited 
Auerbach and Me yer based on tot:il num­
ber of points. The team of Minor :ind 
Horvitz was third and the father -son duo 
of Karp :ind Karp was fourth . 
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metal Racquetball Racquets 

I 
Aztec Z-100 
The hot test selling mem ber of 
the Trenwa y Power Team. 
Gle ami ng silve r frame and 
white v inyl bumper offset by 
black leather grip and 
str ing ing . For p urists that 
demand excellence in both 
look s and perfom1ance . 

2 
Black Hawk Z-88 
The newest addit ion to the 
Trenway Pow er Team. An 
imposing black meta l frame , 
white grommets a nd stringing, 
and a rnbber- cork composite 
grip . Unequall ed in quality, 
mat erials , and price . 

.. • 

a 
El Dorado Z-200 
A classic in styling and 
playability. Gold anodized 
high tempered aluminum, 
protective white vinyl bumper, 
and premium leather grip and 
stringing make this racquet 
unbeatable. 

This is Trenway's line of quality metal 
racquets . Trenway metal racquets combine 
superb performance, exceptional ball 
control, durability, lower repair and 
rep lacement costs, and a moderate price 
tag . Experience for yourself the finest 
lightwe igh t me tal racque t available. 
Play Trenway. 

-TR~NW~Y PRODUCT6 INC. 

■ ~ SAN DI EG O, CA 92 110 
(714) 299-2300 
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- -~ ,----:::n-li"I Are You Building New Squash , Handball, I 
' t-.-t---1-=H Racquetball and Paddleball Courts? ~ I ,_....-i~~"-----n:::- Revamping or Repairing Your Old Ones? -

~ WORLD COURTS, INC. I I i-------r----, - -,----t Offers These Unique Features ' 

I ~~~ I 
\ LOWER INSTALLATION COSTS ~ 

\ Compare Our Prices Against the $35,000-$45 ,000 ~ I Concrete and Plaster Courts I 
I LOWER MAINTENANCE COSTS I I No Cracking or Chipping and No , Painting Ever. A ! 
\ Mild Soap and Water Cleaning is All That is Ever ~ 

, Needed. No Wall Sweating. I 
- ~ - ~ I I ' ~ I ~ I 
I ~~~ ---- I 
: ----- ~ ------~ ---------I 
- -
' I I ~ 
~ Call or Write For Further Details To: I 
I WORLD COURTS, IN C. I 554 Main Street, Dept. R I S. Weymouth, Mass. 02190 Phone: 617-337-0082 
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COHEN AND HORTON­
Finalis ts in Connecticut's 
first junior open tournament 
are from the left: Charles 
Horton and Carl Orkin, both 
in 14 and under division; 
Mark Kahan and Bob 
Cohen, in 18 and under 
division . 

Youth Open • • • 

The First Annual IRA Connectic ut 
Junior Open Tourn:iment was held M:irch 
6-7 at the new Western C on necticut Jew• 
ish Community Center in Waterbury. A 
surpr isingly la rge field of 2 8 8 players 
comprised the 18 :ind under, and 14 and 
unde r div isions. Both divis ions were co-ed 
as there were not enough women to fill 
th eir di visions . Pla yers tr:iveled from Pat · 
ter son, N ew Jersey ; Port Chester, New 
York; Worcester, Mass:ichusetts; as well 
as the surroundin g W :iterbury are:1. 

Bob Cohen, a 1 5 -year -old of the 
W estern Connecticut JCC, up set top 
seeded Mark Kah an also of th e Jewish 
Communit y Center in th e 18-and- und er 
final. In the 14 -and -und er division 
Charles Horton, of P ort Chester a 12· 
vear•old w:is deva stating :is he defea ted 
Carl Orkin of the Jewi sh Community 
Center. 

In the 18 -and -und er finals Bob Cohen . 
came back from :i sprained ankle in the 
second game and reg:iined his unc ann y 
accuracy of kill sho ts to win the three 
game final , 21-17 , 7-21, and 11-10 . 
Manv ob server s felt Kahan , :rn experi­
enced tourn:iment pl:iver, pl:iyed himself 
out in :i thrilling :ind exh:iusting m:itch 
with He ath er Marshall of the H:irtford 
Jewi sh Communit y C enter. H ea th er is 
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first ever / or Connecticut 
the current Connecticut women's singles 
and doubles champion, :ind w:is also :i 
pre -tourney favorite. Kahan re:idily psy· 
ched for the m:itch, opened with an 8 -1 
lead and th e large galle ry· seemed to spur 
him on, :is he finished with :i 2 1-8 first 
game v ictor y . He:ither , an l 8-ye:ir -0ld 
who has been pl:iyin!? competitivel y for 
the p:ist two ye:irs, settled down :ind took 
control of the second g:ime :ind won, 2 1-
1 8 . M:irk regained his touch :ind through 
:i consist:int array of cei lin g shots captured 
the final, 11-6 . 

In the 14 -and-under, Charles Horton, 
entering in his first tournament , surprised 
everyone with his power. form and assort· 
ment of sho ts as he raced throu ~h the di­
visio n wi th no one scoring more th:in six 
points. Charle s. taking lessons from P:it 
Columbo a former n:ition:il double s 
champ, proved to be the player with the 
mo st potential in the tournament. Carl 
Orkin of the Jewi sh Community Cent er 
persevered throughout the rounds :ind 
made the fin:ils by depending on his 
quickness :ind defensive game. Another 
pl:iyer with considerable exoerience for 
his :i~e of 12 ve:irs, was Peter Hawk es· 
worth from Worce ster, who looked cl:ip· 
per in his Ek telon court :ittire. Pet er lost 
to C:irl Orkin in the sem ifinals. 

In the consolation rounds Brian Dehm 
of New Brit:iin def e:iterl Tack Scelz:i :ilso 
of New Britain, 31-26. In the 14-an d• 
under Phil Panarella of New Brit:iin de· 
fe:ited Paul Soc-hin of the Western Con· 
necticut JCC, 3 1-12, to cop that crown . 

Mike Luc iw , New Engl:ind's number 
one plaver, served :is head official :ind 
eave :i short clin ic after the matches. The 
director of the tournament was David 
V:i linsky, Health arid Phvsical Educ:ition 
Direct or of the Western Connecticut 
Jewi sh Communitv Center . The State 
IRA , headed bv Phil P:inerella, donated 
the tronhies for the tournament. The Na­
tion:il IRA also supplied bracke ts. rule 
books :ind magazines. 

The surorisingl y large turn out is an 
indic :1tion of the continued growth of rac· 
nuetb:111 in the tota l Connecticut region. 
Many of these younesters are participat· 
ing in other :ire:1 B and open tournaments . 
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IRA's 
~orld 

Champion 
By Jerome M. Winsberg 

Jerry Hilecher is the 1976 Champion of the Inter­
national Racquetball Association. Playing to a packed 
gallery at the new University of Tennessee Chat­
tanooga Harris Racquet Center, Hilecher routed Steve 
Strandemo in two games for the title. Hilecher's near­
perfect serve-and-shoot game , combined with what ap­
pears a new on-court maturity, made him unstoppable 
from the opening round to the finals. The rn,ooo-plus 
members of the International Racquetb all Association 
can be proud of this young man who worked his way 
through the ranks to become possessor of this coveted 
crown. 

Since the pro-scheduling required each athlete to 
play only one match per day, both players were fit as a 
fiddle for the finals. Earlier, Strandemo, top-seeded, 
had no problem in disposing of Bo Champagne, Ron 
Strom and Craig McCoy, all in two games. On the 
other side of the bracket, Hilecher, seeded third, sent 
home Gary Stephens , Bill Dunn, and number two seed, 
Bill Schmidtke, also all in two. Both finalists had been 
evenly, although not strenuously, tested and each was 
fired-up and ready to play. 

Throughout the long warmup period, one could 
sense the mounting excitement of the crowd. Some 200 

'1,, 

Steve Strandemo offers 
congratulations to new pro-div ision 
champion. 
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people were crowded around the three g lass walls of 
the Cent er's exhibition court. Even the young lad ies 
from the hospitality room had deserted their tables for 
the first time in days, and one could make out three 
cameras in action behind the sma ll window in the front 
wall. For the only time during the tournament all other 
courts were empty. 

While Str andemo was the odds -on favorite, it was 
obvious that Hil echer was at his best. Strandemo knew 
he couldn't take the youngster for gran ted as the two 
had been practicing and working out togeth er in San 
Diego for th e past three weeks. It was ironic that they 
should meet. In fact, some of the "smarts" at courtsicle 
were predicting a Hilecher victory off of his decisive 
win over Schmidtke. Th ey proved to be correct; th e 
outcome was never in question. 

Strandemo won the coin toss and began the match 
with a hard drive serve to Hilecher's backhand. After a 
change of serves, Refer ee Mike Z-::itman gave Stran ­
demo his only lead of the afternoon by assessing an 
avoidable hinder when Hilecher jumped into Stran ­
demo's path. The call was disputed, but was upheld. 
Everyone hoped this would not set the tone for the en­
tire match and fortunately, it didn't. Only one other 
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avoidable was called, and it was against Strandemo. 
Amazingly, there were only eleven hinder calls of any 
variety. 

As play progressed, Hilecher rushed to a 9-1 lead. 
His drive serve was coming in low and hard and Stran­
demo could do littl e with it. In less than five minutes, 
Hilecher served notice that he was as hot as a Bicen­
tenni::il firecracker , and the only question at this point 
was , could he keep it up. It really was hard to believe 
that a top pro could be so completely dominated. 

Finally, Strandemo was able to put Hilecher out 
and do a little damage of his own. With the pressure 
on, Str andemo became a bit more aggressive and ran 
four points on three great kills and an easy error. 
Brief! y, it appeared that there could be a turnaround, 
but Strandemo psyched hims elf out with an attempt to 
sta ll by asking for a glove change. Referee Zietman 
quickly put a stop to these shenanigans and ordered 
Stranclemo to serve within ten seconds or have a tech­
nical called on him. 

Why a pro of Strandemo's caliber has to play these 
senseless games is beyond comprehension. This was an 
example of a player cutting off his own momentum. In 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from preceding page 

fact, when play resumed , Hilecher ticked off eight 
straight points . Serve changed eight times, but Hilecher 
was the unly one doing the scoring. Again, hard drive 
serves to the backhand, together with pinpoint accurate 
kills had Strandemo scrambling, but riot scoring. 

The score was 17-7 and the number-one seed 
seemed confused. A time-out was what he needed and 
he called one. His usual run-and- shoot game was being 
blunted by Hilecher 's relentless attack. If he was to stay 
in the game, it was obvious Strandemo had to make 
some radical tactical changes. 

A change did come, however briefly , as Strandemo 
went to the ceiling and ran four unan swered points. 
Two Hil echer errors, a kill and a dynamite pass 
brought it to 11-17. But, this was the end of the come­
back as Steve skipped what looked like an easy winner 
to give up the serve. 

At 17-11, the second unavoidable was called. Two 
more rocket-like serves that Strandemo couldn't handle 
brought it to 20-11. Even a time-out didn't help this 
time as Hilecher cut short the next rally with a back­
hand roll-out for game: 21-n. 

The first game had taken 33 minut es and provided 
the fans with a smorgasbord of racquetball styles: 
Hilecher's stretched out service stance as compared to 
Strandemo's more balanced form; brief flurries of ceil­
ing ball play which neither player seemed to enjoy; 
dives and gets that went for scores; and shooting from 
every angle and court position. No one in the audience 
was complaining. 

When asked after the match what had happened, 
Strandemo succinctly summed up his problems, "Jerry 
was rolling out everything I gave him. My shots were 
coming up too high in the first game and Jerry just 
didn't make any errors." One wonders about the effect 
of the facility on a pro's game, and when asked about 
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this, Strandemo didn't reply. Just a word about this is 
probably in orde r here since so many pros and cons 
were voiced by players and fans about th e place. 

While the viewing was considered great, the total 
isolation of the players from the gallery, soundwis e, 
was disconcerting. The three glass walls had the effect 
of cutting off any rapport between the cont estants and 
the fans. Once inside the court, a player could hear 
nothiryg but the loudspe aker, and often not even that. 
Much thought should be given befor e construction of 
these Eichmann-like shields are built in the future. 
Courts such as these make audience participation nil. 
In fact, it's a little embarrassing to scream for your 
favorite to "get going" when you realize that the only 

I 

way he could understand you is if he is a lip reader. 

While no two racqu etba ll games are exactly alike, 
the pattern set in game one was destined to be followed 
in game two. Again , Jerry Hile cher 'broke out quickly 
to a big lead. He looked great and was gett ing to every­
thing. He ran eleven straight points on six kills, two 
clean passes and three Strandemo errors. At this junc­
ture, he looked like Jimmy Connor s at Wimbleton 
when he was getting hi s ass kicked by Arthur Ashe. 
Connors screamed, "I'm trying! I reall y am!" If anyone 
could have heard Steve Strandemo, he was probably 
saying the same thing. 

At o-II , Strandemo finally scored. However , he put 
himself out by skipping a setup. Hilech er went back to 
work and ran three more making it 14-1 before Stran­
demo could get back in. H ere, Strandemo got three; 
one on the best rally and shot of the day, a foreh and 
kill while coming off an impossible dive-get. Hile cher 
kept his head though, put Strandemo out, and pro­
ceeded to get two more , bringing it to 16-4. 

It was here that Strandemo made his last run. A 
brief mental lapse by Hilech er got him back to 6-16. 
Three long rallies culminating in kill s by Strandemo 

RACQUETBAL L 



I 
l ,-, 

Th e six ca mera frames to the left, and above, were shot as Jerry Hilecher 

l

served and won ma tch point . Principals : Anne and Dan Hilecher, and 
Jiance e Debby Natoli. 

broug h t it to 9- 16. Bul that was it : Stran clemo co me ­
ba ck hop es were jolted by two fantastic kil ls. Th en at 

19-9, H ileche r got th e one he w:rnred on a poo r ce ilin g 
ball return that he ea ily killed. Serve changed hands 

four t im es after Hil ec her reac hed mat ch point, and as 

in any spo rtin g event, anyt hin g co uld have happened. 

Stra nd emo had the ammunition to pull it out a nd at 

another tim e, on anot her clay, he may well have done 

so. But , not thi s time . Some suspense w as mount ed as 

Strand emo wa s ab le to get a co uple m ore. Rut , at game 

and ma tch point he hi t long off the rear wall and 

Hi lecher was the re to clump it for th e match. Same 

sco re as the first , 2 r-n. 

Hi lec her dom inat ed every aspect of pla y. H e w as 

rarely ou t o f po iti on an d took very few bad ho rs. H e 

kept his coo l and neve r got overco nfident. Ther e ar c 

nor enou g h ad ject ive to de r ibe hi prowc s thi day. 

H e vvas ever in co mm and. Thi wa s no fluk e; he was 

undoubt edl y Th e Champ. 

Str ancle mo should not be accu eel of turnrng 111 a 

poor perfo r man ce. Th ere have be en mat ches wher e he 

pla yed berr er. Obviou ly there hav e been mat chc in 
which he look ed bette r. Rut , at Chat ta no oga he.: d idn't 

have the opp ort uni ty to disp lay hi s exce pti onally fin e 

talents. 

After the match one of the m ost touching scene s 

ever w itnc.: scd in the ropsy-t ur vey g:un c.: o f ra cquetball 

occurred. Hile ch er 's parent s Don and Ann e, had 

watched th eir son win it all. Th ey had sq u irmed and 

grimaced and pbyed eve ry po int with h im . An d as 

Jerry Hi lecher emerged from the court, th e fir l pe rso n 

he ca lled fo r wa s hi s moth er. H e and hi s par ent s 

hugged and ki ssed, and unaba shed ly cri ed. H e.: had 

made th em proud and wa sn't afra id to show to the 

wo rl d th at they deserv ed the title as m uch as he . It wa s 

tru ly a fine end ing for a fin e tournament. 

JULY/ AUGUST 1976 

Shannon Wright 

IRA's World 
Cha1nplon 

Women's pro Division 

T exas ent ered th e Uni on with th e reservation that, 

if at some fut ur e date it beco mes desirable to do so, it 

co uld divide itself in to two states . Racq uctballers might 
feel that time ha s co me. The.: cap itols would appropri­

ately be nam ed Seeding and Wri g ht. Th e first gov­

erno rs of the two new state s would be call ed Super Tex 
orth and Su pe r Tex South. 

As it is, th ere ca n be but one "Super Tex," and 

she's from Odessa. The new champ ion will hav e to 

await word fr om the "G ar" before a synonym for her 

champio nship status is coined . 

Sh ann on Wright wa sn't wa iting for anyone, fo r 

either t itle or syno nym , at Chatt anoog a. Sh e came for 

the win that elud ed he r last yea r. She ha d worked , 

trained , and planned for thi s pa rt icular m atc h. Sh e won 

it. And she deserved to win . ft wa s no fluke. Two long 

games b roug ht out the best eac h player had to offer. 

Th e fir st lasted a surpri sing ly long 33 minutes, time 

eno ug h normally for two games . Wright took it, 21-13. 

Th e econ cl game was alm ost as long. and ende d 

2 1- r1, vVright ov er Steeling . For tho se not pre sen t, and 

till doubtin g. th e sco res arc repe ate d: Wright 2r-r 3, 

2 1- 1 r. vVith this th e IRA crown ed a new world's cham­

pion. 
On the wa y to the final Wri g ht :rnd Steeling 

played five ga m es in two matche s each . 

St eeling w as seed ed numbe r one and started the 

tournament w ith co mp arativ e case: 21-4. 21-5. Sunday 

she had a full workout to stop an improved Kath y \1/il­

l iam s : 2 r-2. 17-21, 2 1-n. 

vVrig h r, seeded number two , stopped Su e Carrow 

in her quart e rfinal bid, 2 1-5, 21-9, on Saturday. The 
next day she wc.:nr three.: game s with Jan ell Marri ott in 

wh :lt ca me.: close to being her undoing: 2 1-9, 16-2 1, 2 1-

A lth ough \Vright was impr ove d , the.: coming up set 

wa . not predic ted in the quarter s and sem i . It may be 

she ,va s looking fo rw ard to the.: mat ch with Peggy 

Slc.:clin,r a little too mu ch . ,.., 

Co11ti1111cd 011 next page 
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TOM McKIE, center , above , pre sent s 
pro -tournament earning s to Shannon 

Wr ight, left, and Peggy Steding . 'in the 
center picture, Steding and Wri ght at 

Chattanooga . At far right are men 's open 
singles flnali sts , left to right: David 

Fleetwood, Mike Luciw , Joe Wirkus, and 
Pete Wright. 

Continued from preceding page 

On Monday , the fin al day of the 8th annual IRA 
world championship tournament Steeling and Wright 
met in the glass walled exhibition court. Steeling had 
complained about the walls ea rlier, and lightin g over 
th e spectator areas along either sidewall had been 
dimmed to improve the player's in-court vision. 

Tn the first game Shannon Wright won the toss 
and began play with an ace serve to Steding's back­
hand. Repeating the drive serve to left court Wright 
jumped to a quick three point advantage on the basis 
of the first ace, and two kill shots. 

Wright's favorite serve was the low drive to left 
court, and only twice in the game did she serve any­
thin g to Steding's forehand. Toward the end of the 
first game with the score 17-13 she abandoned the 
drive and began serving a high lob to left court, keep ­
ing Steeling as close to the rear g lass-wa lled corner as 
possible. 

After Wright jumped to the three point lead, Steel­
ing gained serve on th e strength of a pass shot, and 
broke the scoring ice by catching her fellow Texan too 
far out of position to return the rally. 

Steeling reach ed the service area trailing 5-1. She 
forced Shannon into three poor returns, and a rollout 
to tie the game five-all. She drove another kill shot on 
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her next serve, and took the lead for the only tim e that 
game-6-5. 

Wright won the next point to even th e score at 6-6. 
She took three more and called h er first timeout of the 
game . According to Nan cy Horna ck ' ga me note s the 
two wom en had played 15 minut es without a break . 
Pete Wright called it closer to ten, but eit her way, it ap­
peared a Wright strategy. 

In other games Steding's superior condi tioning had 
left Shannon ·wright limp by this time so observers 
anticipated Wright 's use of, even if not a need for, all 
of h er time-outs. 

The rest was as much to Stedin g's adva ntag e. Serve 
bobb ed back and forth , and Steeling aga in m ade it a 
new ball game, with a tie at 9-9 Thi-s tim e she was un ­
able to use her advant age, and Wright soon led n -9. 

For the fourth and final time Peggy Steeling tied it 
up. This one at 11-all. Wright alm ost immediat ely re­
gained serve, picked up point numb er twelve and 
wasn't headed again. 

"Sup er Tex's" cape got imp aled on point num ber 
13, and wouldn't budg e. Peggy had six mor e opportuni ­
ties to score. She forced Shannon out of serve tha t many 
times, with three otherwise point -earning shots, and 
three poor plays by Wright . 

During that same time -span, about eight minute s, 
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Wright was servin g 13 times to add the needed seven 
point for game. She collected number 15 on a g reat 

dive play and pass shot that caught Steding on th e 
wrong foot. Numbers 18 and 19 came after a pair of 
long rallies and ceilin g balls exchanges . Game point 
was earn ed when Steeling hi t a three -wall sho t that 
failed to make the front wal l. Game two was coming 
up , and Steding's fans were sayi ng, "just watch." 

In th e same vein that records are made to be 
broken , so, too are champ ion s to be up set. Whether 
Shannon Wright will hold the top spot in women's 
racquetball as long, or as well as Steeling will be seen, 
but on thi s day she became the cha mpion . Sh e wanted 
it badly. Now that she is there will he make the sacri­

fices to hold it? 
Th e second game-perform ance matched the tempo 

and su rprise of the first. It wasn't a re-run. Nor, as 
Sted ing 's backers had expecte d, was it a rever sal. It was 
a con tinu at ion. 

Shannon had switched to a high lob serve that 
landed deep in left court during the last four points of 
the first game. In th e second game, she p icked up 
wh ere she had left off. And where, in the first she had 
served low drive after low drive, she now went entirely 
to the lob. Out of approximately 36 serve all but four 
were floated to Steding in deep left court. 
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Peggy's game cont rasts with Shannon's in more 
ways than one can spell Wrong without getting it 
Wright. While she prefers a drive serve, she rar ely uses 
any one style more than two or three times in succes­
sion. In the second game she used every serve in the 
book - with the notable exception of the lob-and 
m ixed them randomly thro ug hou t play. 

In neit her game did Steeling call a time out. 
Wright on the other hand was playing wh at appeared 
a planned game . Her selection of service styles seemed 
almo st machanically programm<.:d and her time outs 
seemed to appear when least expected, comin g in rela­
tion to the score rather than the momentum of the 
action. 

Wright called time at 9-6 ( 15-point tota l), 14-II 

(25-point total). and 16-13 (29-point total) in the first 
game . In the second her ca lls came 10-5 ( 15-point 
total) 15-6 (21-point tota l) and 17- ro (27-point total). 

Without regard to statistical post-mortems, 
wh ether it was a "p lanned game," makes little differ ­
ence when the game is in motion. Th en both women 
are moving too fast. and serve: is changin g too often for 
th e spectator to see or frel anything but the blu rr ing 

speed with which both are competing. 
Steeling sets a rapid pace:, an I it was to this that 
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Wright geared herself. She spent a year tram mg for 
this one. She had run , weight lifted, practiced, played , 
and possibly prayed. Had she done less she would never 
have made it. 

In the deciding game of the title match , Steeling 
served and won the initial poinl. Wright gained serve 
and evened it with an overhand kill shot to the right 
front corner. She picked up another tally with another 
overhand kill, this one to the front left corner. She then 
ran three more quick points with a string of kills. 

Thi s was not a new game. It definitely was the 
first game. continued. Steeling put a halt to the flood , 
when Wright failed to maintain the rally , took serve 
and for a brief gesture-perhaps three minutes­
showed the crowd the raveled threads of her Sup er Gal 
cape. She made three successive kills, passed \1/ri g ht for 
a tally , and caught the champion-to-be almost flat­
footed on yet another. Thi s tied the game at fivc.:-all. 

In the next rally Wright passed Steeling to rega in 
serve. Arched with deadly monotony to Stecling's back­
hand. Steeling returned . Wright cut short the rally, 

passing Steeling who questioned the accuracy of the 
call. It stood. 

Peggy was having trouble with th e glass walls of 
the court. The walls were the same for both players, 
but in the same freakish way that some racquetball 
players are born with pads on their feet while others 
must earn them, some players have more troubl e ad­

justing to the glass than others. It had been known for 
two days th at Peggy's timing was faulty when taking 

balls off the adjoining glass panels. 

The challenged point put Shannon ahead by one. 
From breaking the five-all tic to 10-5 Shannon re­
linquished the serve but once to Peggy, who gave it 

right back when she couldn't match Shannon 's effort s 
on the ensuing rally. Shannon pas sed and killed for 

three of her five points and racked up two more on 
Peggy 's errors. 

At ro-5, Wright took her first br eather. The two 
gals had been slugging it out for a straight ten minutes. 
The crowd was beginning to sense a difference in 
Wright's ability to keep up with Steeling. She wasn't 
showing the same signs of fatigue that had marked 
th ei r earlier matches. 

Too , her shooting was maintammg its accuracy. 
Wright isn't built like a powerhouse, and her strength 
comes as a surprise. She was described a year ago as one 
of the hardest shooting players in the women's division. 
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This was no surprise to Steeling , but the stamina prob­

ably was. 
Play resumed and Steeling pick ed up another 

point. In the following five minutes (four on Pete 
Wright's clock) Wri ght ea rn ed five mor e to bring it to 
15-6, and time for another rest . In the five-minute 

scramble Shannon lighted up the scoreboard with two 
kill shots, an ace serve, a deceptively timed pass shot, 
and a Steeling gift (skip). 

Wright continued to pull in front. Both players 
were disputing the referee's calls. Steeling questioned 
another pass play, but th e lin esm en uphe ld him. 

Wright argued with a Steeling kill shot (for point 
number eig ht). Steeling was called on a hinder at point 
nine , and Wright was in a mild donn ybrook with the 
referee over whether Stec.ling wa s following too closely. 

It wasn't counted as a tim e out, but the dispute 
took thr ee minut es according to mo st fan s. Seeding was 
serving, and ran up thr ee point s with four serves , earn ­
ing th em in the rallies on two pass shots and a Wright 
return into th e floor. The score was now r6-ro. 

Those three were Sted ing's final , sustained, service 
effort. She ga ined only two mor e points to bring her 
scorecard to 1 r. Four of Vv'right' next five point s came 
on pin-point accu racy . Wright killed for numb er r7; 
made a dive return then rolled out for number 18; 
rifled a cross court bull et for numb er 19; benefitted 

from a Steeling error for 20; and roll ed out for game, 
match and title point. 

011 Su11day, Texa11 Stedi11g lost to Texan Wriglzt. 
011 Mo11day tlze IRA moved its l1eadq uart ers to Dallas, 
Texas-goslz, what a state! 

Joe Wlrkus 
Men's Open Singles 
Brackets for the world's championship open sin­

gles was long. but it was exclusively top-notch . Not ju st 
any Tom, Dick or Harry could ente r. In fact, not one 
Dick or Harry was entered. And only one Tom,* but 
he was shucked aside before the quarterfinals. 

Without Tom, Dick , and Harry , who did that 
leave? For one thing it finally left Joe Wirkus to face 
Mike Luciw in a match that would decide the JRA 's 
new world champion. 

,;iTom Whipple got off to a good start but ran afoul 
M ark Thomas in the second round. And with this, 
th(;re wasn't a single Tom, Dick or Harry left in the 

men's singles. 
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The suspense never had time to build. Wirkus 
stopped Luciw's bid in two hard, fast, and decisive 
games, 21-8, 21-5. The new title holder exhibited almost 
flawless shooting, timed his passing shots as if he had 
Luciw on a string, and made retrieves that at any other 
time should have gone for Luciw-points, or side-outs. 

Joe Wirkus entered _the 8th IRA Intc::rnational tour­
nament as one of the two top seeds, but slightly behind 
favored Pete Wright, who had eliminated him from 
championship contention a year ago. At St. Louis Wir­
kus had fallen to Wright in a thr ee game match that 
could have gone either way. Wirkus had taken the first 
by a three -point margin; Wright took the next two 
games by margins of six and three. But that was St. 
Louis in 1975. This was Chattanooga in 1976. 

There were no byes hand ed out in the men's open 
singles. Everyone came to play, and the 64-man bracket 
was loaded. 

Wirkus came to the tournam ent with an upset vic­
tory over his Northern regional foe, Paul !kier, and 
with an ego satisfying recapture of the Wisconsin state 
championship which h e had let slip to Dan Adler , after 
holding it for three successive years. Surprisingly, the 
Northern champ found his first games in the Interna­
tionals easier than the ones he had just comp leted, prior 
to the IRA tournament. 

Back home Adler had forced Wirkus to a grueling 
two-hour contest that went three games. In the Chat­
tanooga affair Wirku s swept through six matches in 
four days, meeting the best in the world , without losing 
a game. 

Doug Clark was the first victim. The tournament 
had barely begun when Wirkus and Clark ent ered the 
courts at 9 a.m. Friday. After what may have seemed 
like a long time later to Clark, they stepped out, and 
Wirkus had cut the first notch on his handle: 21-n, 21-
5. It wasn't even 10 a.m. Too late for breakfast, too 
early for lunch. 

The dilemma about eating was Wirkus' ,vorst 
problem of the day. He had a second match scheduled 
for 3 p.m. with Bob Siegel. If he ate too much, he 
might be sluggish. The report is that he opted to skip 
lunch , hurry through the match, and have tim e for a 
banquet. The report may have been true. Siegel was 
permitted but two points in the first game, plus six 
more in the second. Wirkus' dinner may have been de­
layed, but he now had both time and cause to celebrate. 

Open division entrants faced another two-match 
schedule Saturday. Before most racquetballers had their 
eyes open, and before a number learn ed that Friday 
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had ended, Wirkus and Mike Romano were at the 
courts flailing away, trying to break the little orb in 
two. The vulcanization held, but both players got 
warmed up in the process. Especially Wirkus. 

Looking forward to a second match at ;2 p.m., Wir­
kus got down to the business at hand, completely 
dominating the first game, 21-9. Whatever difficulties 
he may have had before coming to Chattanooga, he was 
free from them now. Romano is a consistently good 
player , but this day his game was not in a class with 
Wirkus' and he went down for the second and deciding 
time, 21-12. 

Everything was running behind schedule, as sched­
uled, Saturday afternoon. Wirkus ·• opponent, Brad 
Walker, had also played an 8 a.m. match that day, but 
by the time the courts were available, both men had 
time to recoup some of the energy they had used that 
morning. They needed it. 

Walker almost didn't make it to the so-called 2 
p.m. bracket. H e started the day by meeting one of the 
finest p layers in the east, Pennsylv ania's Craig Guinter 
in a 19-21, 21-18, 21-15 trail which many experts ex­
pected to go to Craig, "the Assassin." 

The long match with Guinter had taken its effect 
on Walker, and he managed but nine points off Wir­
kus in the first game. In the second he brought the 
scorecard up to 15, before succumbing , but the game 
wasn't really that close. 

David Fleetwood was next on Wirkus' list. Fleet­
wood had fought his way on every rung to the semi­
finals. Each match went the route. When he and Wir­
kus squared off Sunday afternoon Fleetwood had 
played twelve games to Wirkus' eight. On this oasis he 
could boast more tournament game-experience. He left 
the court the same way, having now played fourteen 
games to Wirkus' ten. That was his only statistical edge. 
It was the Wisconsin champ's match: 21-13, 21-4. 

Meanwhile back at the ranch, Mike Luciw had 
been carving a few notches of his own. In the other half 
of the open brack et he had gunned down one fast draw 
expert after another, meeting the same quantity of 
competition, in the same number of matches as had 
Wirkus. Like his Northern regional counterpart, Luciw 
had gone all the way in a series of two-gamers. 

Luciw had dispatched Ron Dick and Ted Larsen 
on Friday; Bill Fuson and Robert Daku on Saturday; 
and had pulled his biggest victory plum by toppling 
favored Pete Wright in two games . 

Conti1111ed on next page 
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Luciw's 21-20, 21-15 match over Wright robbed 
Wirkus of the chance to avenge the 1975 tournament 
loss in St. Louis in which Wright had stopped him 
even before the quarterfinals. 

The finals showdown was appropriately set for 
Monday at high noon. But tournaments aren't western 
epics, and the shootout was moved back to 1 :30. Then 
it was moved back again. 

Finally somebody told Wirkus to start shooting 
anyway, and they'd have Luciw catch up later. At least 
the first game score looked that way: 21-8. Luciw was 
sti11 trying to catch up in the second gam e, but just fell 
further behind. At game's end he had five points. 

The way Wirkus was playing on Monday if Luciw 
had been forced to catch-up, he might still be in the 
court. Somehow the new open singles champion was 
shooting the ball as accurately as he had at any point 
in the six-match, four-day, holiday weekend. 

CONSOLATIONS 

Third and fourth places in the open singles went 
to Pete Wright (3rd), and David Fleetwood. 

Consolation finalists were Jerry O'Neill who 
downed Dan Bertolucci in the quarters, and Ron Meek, 
who defeated Doug Clark in their quarterfinals match. 
Meek took the consolation win, 21-12, 11-21, 21-11. 

Bud Muehleisen 
Men's Senior Singles 
Crummey-IRA military commissioner. Lawton­

/RA Southwestern commissioner. Muehleis en-f ormer 
IRA director. Porco-former IRA national commis­
sioner . Chambers-IRA director. Peterson-IRA state 
chairman for Idaho . Roderick-former IR A executive 
director. Wayne-IRA state clzairman for California. 
And so on goes the roster. 

From the preceding list of senior division contest­
ants one might suppose a player had to be an organiza­
tion man before he could enter. Based on the ability of 
the players in this category, the seniors division might 
well be re-named ( except for the lack of any congress­
men in the bracket) the Board of Education. And, if so 
re-named, there could be but one person elected to serve 
as chairman, or number one seed, on the board. 
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CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

With the completion of this year's IRA interna­
tional tournament Dr. Bud Muehleis en has captured 
the Senior division title each year since it was offered. 
At the De Sales-Harrison Racquet center on the campus 
of the University of Tennessee, Chattanooga , the good 
doctor called his first class to order at 6 p.m. Friday, 
May 28. 

Luther Green was his first student. Green did his 
first round homework on Ron W aeckerl e, 21-14, 4-21, 
21-15. Dr. Bud looked it over and said that's very nice 
Luther, but compare it with this: 21-4, 21-3. 

Muehleisen's next lectur e lasted a littl e longer. Ron 
Galbreath chalked up 13 points on the blackboard in 
his first session causing the doctor to re-examine his 
notes. Coming back after recess things returned to 
normal in the classroom: Dr Bud, 21-6. 

In the quarterfinals Muehleisen and Ken Porco 
compared advanced racquetball philosophy in Bud's 
first three game mat ch of the tournam ent. Porco, re­
gional open division champion, and one of the game's 
consistently better practitioners of the art, didn't appear 
a threat in the first game, going down, 21-7. 

The Kentuckian came back in the second and with 
hustle, sweat (lots of sweat) and improved shooting 
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WOMEN'S DOUBLES finalists , on the facing page, and 
from the left: Janell Marriott, Jennifer Harding, Kathy Wil­
liams , and Sue Carow. In the center picture, Joe Wirkus 
rol ls one out during his match with Luciw (yellow shirt) . 
Women's open singles champion from Memphis, Sarah 
Green •aims one for the ceiling, at the right. 

over the first game, he tied the match , r6-2r. With this 
execution, Porco began to fade. Muehleisen's condition 
made itself evident, and the variety of returns that 
Porco had to handle was too much. Th e third game 
was another Mu ehleisen Rx: 21-rr. 

Saturday evening after the Por co match, Dr . Bud 
showed evidence of the strain of two tournament events 
on the same day . He didn't appear overly tired, but 
muscle cramps caused him to finish his dinner either 
standing or walking about. 

By this time speculation was beginning to direct 
itself toward Monday's showdown between Muehleis en 
and Myron Roderick. Although both players still had 
matches to complete , fans anticipated a repeat of last 
year's set-to in which Rod erick appeared a certain win­
ner until leg cramps stopped any chance he had. 

Muehleisen was seeded numb er one on the top 
bracket; Roderick was numb er one on the lower 
bracket. Like Muehleisen he had polished off Dave 
Hults, his first pupi l, in two quick games with ident ical 
scores of 21-9, moved through two match es on Satur­
day, eliminating Tom Cannon and Mark Wayne. 

In the Cannon match Rod erick dropped the first 
game, 17-21, and set off rumor s of an impending upset. 
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Every few minutes through the second and third games 
somebody would run to the referee asking for the 
scores. After the first game there wasn't any answer. 
Cannon hardly scored, being blown off the court, 2r-r, 
21-1, in an awesome reversal of racquetball misfortunes. 

In the second Cannon-Roderick game th e Okla­
homan gave up his first tally after taking an eight­
point lead, then proceeded to run out the final 13 points 
in fewer than six minutes . Altogether th e game lasted 
about ten minutes. The third game was even worse. 
Roderick refused to give Cannon a score-and hardly 

a chance to serve. In less than a quarter-hour the score 
was 20-zip before Roderick permitted Cannon the last 
qf about five times in the service area. The game ended 
2r-r. Altogether the three games had take n just sec­
onds over one hour . 

Other than this, Roderick went through th e four 
days and five matches limiting himself to two games 
each. 

Dr. Bill King and "the Gar" were the next two 
members of th e racquetball panel exhibition . King met 
Mu ehleisen and Garfinkel met Roderick. The Board of 
Education was still in session. 

The session between Rod erick an d the Gar was a 
quick one. The young lady assigned to take notes on 
the game came back saying all she could find w ere 
some feathers floating around the back court . She was 
told there was no way the match could be over that 
quickly. Only the day before th e Gar had been shoot­
ing so well in practice that-in his own modest words, 
he had gone up to the balcony ju st to enjoy watching 
himself. 

She came back the second time, saying she had 
asked Roderick what happen ed but he just smiled at 
her like a Cheshir e cat. The big bird was no place to be 
found. 

Somebody checked the brackets. Roderick: 21-8, 
21-2. David had done it to Goliath again. 

Meanwhile, Dr. King was pushing his luck with 
Dr. Bud. He took the first game, 17-21, and threatened 
an upset in the second before dropping it, 21-18. The 

deciding session was back in the hands of the old mas­
ter, and King was never a serious threat after the half­
way mark. Match game was Bud's: 21-13. 

Monday morning final exam time came for the 
two panelists on the Board of Education. When the 
tests were graded the score read simply: Muehleisen, 
21-14, 21-20. 
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Muehl eisen won the toss and started with a lob 
serve to left court and Roderick 's backh and which he 
repea ted the next four times at serve, p icking up a 
quick three point lead on the basis of a well placed 
passing shot and two accurat e kills. 

Rod erick nibbl ed away at the lead, finally evening 
the game at six-all, but couldn't build th e mo mentum 
needed to move ahead. Mu ehleisen, wa s faring not 
much better. He had almost abandoned the lob serve 
witJ1 which he began the game, using it sparing ly and 
mixing it among drive and cross court serves to either 
side of th e court , plus a couple of junk serves. 

The California dentist's shooting was a slight edge 
bette r than Roderick's thro ugh out the fir st game , but 
for the most part he was forced to content himself with 

no more than a three point lead. At one time he was 
out front, 15-u, but it wasn t' un til Ro deri ck got hung 
up on the black-magic numbe r 13 that Dr. Bud began 
to pull away, building a six-point margin betwe en them 
that held. The game ended at 21-14. 

After a brief rest Rod eric k serve d to star t the real 
contest. It was a cliffhang er all the way. Serve changed 
han ds seven times before a point was marked. Th e first 
game had its share of disputed calls, and at least one 

avoidable hinder noted by th e refe ree. Th e second game 
had even more. 

Th e first game betwe en the two gian ts of the sen­
iors division lasted 30 minu tes. Th e second took nearly 
an hour. 

In the second game neith er player appeared to 
have an edge. The lead ch anged continuously. The 
score was tied at 2, 4, 5, 9, r6, 19 and most awfully at 
20-20. 

At nine-all Roderick broke out of the tie to build 
a five point shield betwe en himself and Mu ehleisen. It 
appeared the game would be decided on the basis of 

superior physical conditioning, for there had been no 
demonstrable superiority of shoo ting by one over the 
other. 

Roderick was mixing his serves but leaned notice-
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ably to serving cross court to Bud's forehand. His tie­
breaking serve at 9--9 was a cross court ace to Muehlei­
sen's forehand (the doctor is a southpaw) . He garnered 
the next point by catching Muehleisen out of position 
with a quick pass; anothe r on a kill, and two more on 
pinch shots befo re Muehleisen called his second time 
out to stop the flow of points. 

It seemed to h ave work ed . Roder ick slammed out 
anothe r cross cour t serve to Dr. Bud's forehand to start 
a short but fierce rally which Muehleisen ended by 
closing in and ki lling the ball. 

Serve changed hands ten mor e times before Rod­
erick could acid another two points. In that time Mueh­
leisen had scored for seven to again tie the game: 16-16. 

Th is time Muehlei sen broke the tie and went ahead 
by three: 19-16. Roderick regained serve, with a rare 

overhand ki ll shot, picked up points on a pass shot and 
two kill s to even it: 19-19. 

Mu ehleisen reac hed game point by shooting where 
Roderic k wasn't for a fine passing play and had two 
more chances to ice the cake at 20-19. Roderick 
slammed a kill shot that sizzle d close to Muehleisen to 
tie the game for the last time at 20-all. Th e Californian 
disputed th e refe ree's call, claiming the ball had struck 
him on the way to the front wall, but the call stood. 

Roderick made his final serve of the champio nship 
matc h, a not quite perfect lob to Muehleis en's back­
hand, which the de n tist played, and subseque ntl y killed 
with a short rollout . He served and won game, matc h 
and title point when he made the fina l ki ll of the 
game. 

The record is consistent : Honor Roll winners of 
the Senio r division: 1974, Muehl eisen. 1975, Muehleisen. 
1976, Mueh leisen . 
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ON THE FACING page 
Dr. Mueh leisen breaks 
the 19-all tie in his game 
w ith Myron Rode rick . 
A l left the senior's 

, division champion 
recei ves congratulations 
and IRA trophy from 
Floridian, Nancy 
Hornack . 

Bob McNamara 
Masters 

Singles Champion 

Joe Bechard set out to make Penguin pot-pie out of 
Bob McNamara in the fina ls of the Maste rs division 

' taking the first game, 21-7, and making the proud bird 
on McNamara's uniform look more like a plucked 
rooster. 

But something went awry during the two-minute 
interval , and Bechard's successfully executed first game 
recipe got all "fowled" up . Munsingwear's clothes horse 
from Minnesota came back with a fresh outfit and 
fresh ga me plans that almost blanked Bechard. Mc­
Namara took the second game, 21-2, and the th ird 
game 2r-r4, for all the eggs in the nest. 

It was rumored around the court that McNamara's 
frequent change of playing outfits helped him conquer 
the 64-man draw of tl1e master's division . By appearing 
in a different combination of shorts and tee-shirts he 

' 
confused th e opposition. They thought they were 
watching a different player each time. 

Racquetballer s-since the days of Bill Schmidtke ­
had not been accustomed to having the best dressed 
man on the cou rts hail from Minneapolis. Now, if 
Munsingwear would just sponsor Schmidtke in the pro­
division the entire image of the sport could be revolu­
tionized. 

(Not only that , but Garfinkel would have to start 
a new series of adjectives to describe the Minnesota 
pro.) 

While it may be true tl1at clothes make the man in 
some circle , it takes a lot more than that on the rac­
quetba ll court. McN ama ra had more. 

Th e master's d ivision had the largest field of en­
tri es at the tournament, and boasted the best condi­
tioned and game -wary veterans of the sport. McNamara 
had go ne through eight two-game matc hes before 
meetin g Bechard in the finals . and before being ex­
tend ed to a three game set-to. In his first round he met 
Al Hanke (21-rr, 21-16); in the next he downed (2r­
r6, 21-5) Bill McLaugh lin who had come from an en­
cour ag ing, but strenuous, three game win over Ivan 
Bruner . 

McNamara me t Ray DePue in the q uarter fina ls, 
yielding 19 points, and Earl Dixon (who had elimin-

Continucd on next page 
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BOB McNAMARA chases the blue ball Into a 
corner during finals match with Joe Bechard 

below. At the right Ike Gurner shares his favorlt~ 
camera pose with Fred Vetter (in blue shirt) . 

• 
Continued from preceding page 

ated both Gene Grapes and Pat Whitehill along the 
way) in the semifinals. Up to and including this point 
each game appeared to be easier for the future Master's 

champion. 

He was not only winning each match in two 
games but in each of his first four matches gave up 
fewer points each time (in this order : 27, 21, 19 and 
13). McNamara was kidded about wearing a different 
outfit each day from the company he works for , but 
with a record like that it might be everyone will be 

pushing Penguins next year. 

On the opposing rung at the finals was Joe Be­
chard . Like McNamara , he had scored a few upsets 
along the way and had come through the same number 
of matches, but had played two more games. Richard 
Walker slowed him to three games in the quarterfinals 
by a grueling 19-21 first game only to succumb in the 
next two by almo st identical scores, 21-6, 21JJ. 

In earlier rounds Bechard defeated David Perel ­
man, allowing six and nine points in a two-game 
match. He polished off number two seed Bill Sellars, 
21-13, 21-15 in the semifinals. In the round of sixteen 
he turned back one of the mast er's top seeded players, 
Bob Troyer, in three games - 14-21, 21-1, 21-15. 

After splitting the first two games by rather odd 
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point-spreads Bechard and McNam ara butted heads in 
a match decider that left their fans in suspense throu gh 
the first two-thirds of the fina l game. 

Bechard started the third game with a lob serve to 
McNamara 's for ehand , and quickly earned point one 
on a smooth kill. He picked up point two on a missed 
return, and number thr ee with another kill. 

McNam ara brought the score to 2-3 on th e basis of 
a Bechard error and one kill. The scoreboard teetered 
back and forth with lead changing on almost every 
side-out . It was tied at 6, 8, 9, and 10-all. 

Bechard seemed to prefer a lob serve, forcing Mc­
Namara to deep left backcourt, but used a frequent 
change of pace serve that caught the Minn esota n out of 
position, ace-ing him with a cross court serve two or 
three tim es in the first half of the ga me . 

With the score at ten -all serve changed h ands four 
times before McNamar a drove a pass shot out of Be­
chard's reach . It seemed, too, that Bechard was begin ­
ning to tir e more th an McN amar a. In lookin g back, 
ro-all was probably the turning point in the game. 

McNamara built a thr ee point lead on th e basis of 
errors committed by Bechard. H e kept th e lead with 
pass shots and an occasional kill shot until the score 
reach ed 17-13. From that phase on th ere was littl e 
doubt about the outcome. 
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Bechard took his final time-out, stretching it to the 
referee's limit. Game resumed with McNamara passing 
for point r8, and accepting number 19 on an easy kill. 
It seemed the time-out had not helped Bechard as much 
as it did McNamara. 

Both men were soaking wet. After four days of 
competition neither will be able to perspire for a 
month. With no more time-outs the only rest either had 
was while awaiting serve. 

. Bechard served three more times, picking up his 
frnal tally. McNamara served four times, moving to 
game point with a soft looking kill shot. Each rally 
was marked with a number of ceiling balls, but with 
the score hung on 20-14 Bechard was unable to move 
ahead, and McNamara was unable to put the game 
away. 

On his third try for the elusive number 21 Mc­
Namara served a beautif u l lob to Becharcl 's backhand, 
and with less than a perfect setup killed the ball for 
game, match and title. The Penguin finally had some­
thing to crow about. 

BIii Sellars 
Master's Marathon 

For Third 
Whi le McNamara was doing hi thing in the exhi­

bition court with Bechard, Bill Sellars and Earl Dixon 
were conducting their own personal private m arathon 
in court one. Two hour and thirty -six minut es after 
pulling the door shut on them elves in the 16,000 cubic 
foot chamber they emerged. Somewhat slower and . 

somewhat lighter than they had entered. 

During the last minutes of the third game Sellars 
approached the service area as if it were a bed of nails. 
At one time he stood th ere awaiting the refe ree's call of 
score with his racquet braced under him like a walking 

stick. If it is possible for a pl ayer to gain a second wind, 
or to re-coup lost ene rgi es in this manner, Sellars did. 

But once the ba ll was served everything changed. 
There was as much actio n in the final minutes of the 
punishing ly long match as at the beginning serve. 

Sellars took the match, downing Dixon 21-8, 18 -2 1, 

21-19, to earn third place in th e ma ster's division of the 
world championship competition . 
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Sarah Green 
Women's 

Open Singles 
Separating the pros from the open made the 8th 

rRA Int ernational championships a different tourna­
ment. A year ago the women's open was dominated by 
Steeling, Wright, Ma rriott, and Pasternak, as any tour­
nament would be today in which these four were 
entered. 

At Chattanooga over the Memorial Day weekend 
a new wave of top flight competitors emerged from the 
shadow of the professionals. Riding the crest was Ten­
nessee's Sarah Green, appropriately identified as num­
ber one in the seeding arrangement. 

Ms. Green entered the St. Louis event last year and 
barely got her toes on the first rung of the ladder when 
he encountered Shannon Wright. Shannon was on her 

way to the finals, and Sarah probably felt lucky to 
claim 18 points in two matches, which was more than 
the South Texan gave to several others. 

In the 12 months between St. Louis and Chat­
tanooga not only did the draw change, but Sarah 
Green continued to change-for the better. She copped 
her Southea t division title emerging ahead of several 
IRA national tournament veterans. In 1975 she placed 
above the likes of Cile O'Connell and Kentucky's state 
champ ion, Ka y Evans. This year the field was larger 
and tougher but the name at the top of the list was the 
same: Sarah Green . 

Green met and defeated Carol Frenck in the finals 
with two bursts of great courtsmanship. Both young 
women are lightly built and seem to lack the driving 
of Kathy Williams or Jan Past ernak , or the continuity 

of Steeling and Carow, but mak e up for this in a well 
rounded game. Tl1e difference is more in quantity of 
experi<.:ncc rather than in quality of their games. 

Frenck lost the first game of the finals match by a 
surpri sing ly largl' margin of 13 points. but came back 
in th l' s<.:cond with more det<.:rmination and a sounder 
attitude. Hl'r , hots were better placed, and she didn't 
·eem a tense. The effort wasn't enough. Grt:en handled 
everything thrown her way and took th e game, match 
and Internati onal women 's open title, 2r-16. 

On route to the finals Grn:n turned back Pat 
Schmidt. _1-5. 21-12; stopped Quinn Lovingood, 21-9, 

21-4· and hardly let Myrna I3}rd touch the ball: 21 -2, 

Co11ti1111ed 011 next page 
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21 - r. Altogether , in eight gam es over four days of play 
she gave up a total of 57 point s. At the same time she 
was out-scoring her opponents almost three to one . 

The scoring of Carol Frenck was, on the one hand 
a surprise, of an upset nature; and on the other a let 
down. Frenck entered the tourney seventh seeded in 
the lower bracket behind third rated Marci Greer, 
sixth placed Monique Parent, and the very consistent, 
always challenging Camille McCarthy. To outpoint this 
field took some doing. It was an upset. It was an ac­
complishment of no mean measure. It was a let down 
only to the extent that after this sort of a climb, there 
was a great speculation she would win it all or at least 
force Sarah Green to three tight games. 

Frenck had her closest call with Canadian Mo­
nique Parent, in what may have been the most exciting 
match of the women's singles, but pulled away in both 
games to win it, 21 - 16, 21-18. Ms. Parent played her sec­
ond Sunday match against Pat Schmidt to decide third 
place, taking that spot, 21-ro, 21-17. 

Early in the IRA tournament a Chattanooga news­
paperman was looking at the seeding arrangement try­
ing to decide which players he should interview. A by-
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stander told him the seeding wouldn't help him . The 
reporter should have ignored the advice. Look at this: 
of the eight seeded players in the women's open sing les, 
seven entered the quarterfinals, and only seeded players 
came out. In the final result s first through fourth posi­
tions were taken by players originally seeded 1, .7 , 4, 6, 
in that order. 

Sarah Green was one of them-number one going 
in, number one coming out. The IRA women's open 
has a great new world's champion. 

Williams U Carow 
Women's 

Doubles Champions 
Stranger things happened at the Chattanooga tour ­

nament, but among the unexpected was the emergence 
of a new women's doubles championship team. Kathy 
Williams paired with Sue Carow on May 29. Three 
days and nine games later theirs were th e only names 
left at the far right hand edge of the bracket. 

Behind them lay last year's champions, Jennifer 
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SEMIFNALS action in wo men' s 
doubles, on facing page, 
reading from the left, are: 
Cam ill e McCarthy, Ja nnell 
Marr io tt , Jenni fer Hard ing, and 
Jean Sauser. 

\ ,, .a_ 
~ 

On this page, upper lef t, 
Carmenza Pond receives 
women's senior trophy fro m 
McKie . Above picture: more 
from the Hilecher-Strandemo 
finals . At far left, Dr. Bill ' '"t ,. .. !_, } 

l 
----- --

H arding and Janell Marriot t ( r6-21, 21-15, 21-18), vic­

tims in the fin:ils; Peggy Steeling :ind Rut h Knudsen 

(21-r9, 2 1-4) , victims in the semifinals ; f:in P:isternak 

and Marcie Greer (2r -P , 2 r-3) , in th e qu:irterfin:ils; 
and befor e th:it H olly Renrz and N ancy Horn ack (2r-

1 2 r-12), in th e fir t round . 

Every re:im they met wa goo d . fn the fir t round , 

:incl in what wa s :ipparently their eas iest match th ey 
warm ed up on two southern ers: Nan cy Horn :1ek , one 

of the finalist s in th e south east division; and Holly 

Rentz , Kentu cky' s wom en 's champion . Aft er over ­

coming a first game c:ise of jitter s the two rep resenta ­

tives from the southeast divi sion turn ed in a creditable 

second game , bu t were far from havin g the exp erien ce 
to chall enge th e \i\filli:im s-Carow cru sade. 

The quart erfinal s went exa ctly according to sched ­
ule. T he top four seed ed team s enter ed the brack ets as 

called for. But at this jun ctur e the seeding began 10 go 

awry. fnstead of Steelin g and Knud sen emergin g from 

th e sem ifinals , it wa s Wi ll i:un and Carow who faced 

up to last year' s champion s and rhis year's top .seed s. 

C hattanoog a had not been good to the odd s­

makers. The fina l three ga m e mar ch co nti nu ed the 

strain. Althou g h Kathy William s and Su e Ca row had 
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King and Char les Garfinke l 
exchange cong ratu latio ns. 
Immediate left Marriott forces 
Wright to three games in 
their pro-match . 

been scor ing deci sive wins, the west ern division was 

sti ll expec ted to put it together for the crown. 

It didn't go that w:iy . Carow was as much a ba ll 

hawk as ever, :rnd teamed with a \iVilliams who showed 

vast impr oveme nt ove r a yea r ago, the two gals took rhe 

·match in a well deserved win. It wa s no run -a-way and 

in pitc of dropping the fir st game in an I-told-you -so 

loss they had the co urt savvy to correct their errors and 

win the final two o n their own terms. 

Carmen Pond 
Women's 

Senior Singles 
On the basi s of accumulated scoring, Carmen Pond 

won the women's .senior divi sion title hands down, de ­

f eating Mildr ed Gwinn, Millie Guerry, and Mary An n 

Bayle ss, each in tw o game mat ches. 

Mary Ann Raylc,s , with wins over Gwinn :rnd 
G uerry w:1s sl'co nd : Gw in n, wir h one w in was th ird ; 

and Mi llie Guerry fou rt h 61:ing blankl'd. 0-3. in sp ite 

of a onl' po int loss in her round with Ms. Bayless. 
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THIS STARK , WHITE . 
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AIR -CONDITIONED 
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Ike Gumer 
The Golden Master 

Ike Gurner too k off his sho es, leaned back in one 

of the chairs in the Chattanooga gy m , lofted his stock­
inged feet onto the lower scat of the bleachers as if it 

were a po lished d esk top , wriggled his toes, smiled, and 
said, "N ow , who was it th:tt seeckd me number three?" 

Th e quo te may not h:lVe bc.:en word ed exac tly , but 
Tke Gurner, th e I RA 's world champi on go ld en Master 
racquetb all playe r let it be known that he knew he 

w:isn 't" upposecl" to win thi one. And the broad smil e 
let everyone know how much he enjoye d the victory. 

At the beginn ing of the tournamc.:nt Gurner was 
eeded behind last year's champion , Frc.:d Vetter, and 

numb er two eed, Ca l Murph y. Th e arrangement 
wasn't bad . Number four was Tu lsa n Ra y Cro wley, 

and fift h was Don G reen. Of the.: top five, four c.:merged 
un scath ed from the quarterfinals. Of th e top three, two 
eme rged from th e sem is. 

Th e victory may be regarded as an up set, but in 
thi s in t:rnce, on ly a mild one. 

Gumcr and Fred Vetter met in the fina ls where 
lke took the world's title in the be t two out of thr ee 
gam es. H e didn't ~urpri se his fans, and didn't frighten 
Vetter's, wh en he soundly out-po inted V ette r in the 
first ga me , 21- 12. 

T he seco nd game eve ned thing s up with Vette r 
doing almo st th e sam e thin g to Gurner: 2r-10. Match 
game was a ch:rnge of tactics , and a reversio n to the 

first ga m e's score: 2 1-12, all Gumer's. 

Bein g a Go ld en Master com pet itor has som e ad­

vantages. Game s are n 't sched uled too ea rly in the 

mornin g. F or example , in the four-clay, four-match 
event, neith er Vette r nor Gumer were ca lled out to 

play before noon. Out side of thi s, the schedule gave no 
defc.:rence. Vett e r began his sequ ence meetin g Robert 
Go ldbe rg on Friday , 2r-8, 2 t -16 ; on Saturday defeated 
Stan Bern ey (who had eliminated Len Marks) in 

thr ee: 2 1-1 r, 17-21 21- 12; and on Sunday sto pp ed Don 

Green in a surpri sing ly quick 1wo-g am c match, 2r-9, 

2 1- 13. Most obse rvn s ex pected this to be much closer. 

Gurn er follow ed the same pal h in the lower 
bracket. Durin g the late Friday aft erno o n activity he 
got off to a slow start with Marvin Simkins requiring 

the full book to take the m atch, 14- 2 1, 21-12, 2 1-19 . Of 
Con tinu ed on nex t page 

IKE GUME R, to p pict ur e, wit h ball at his ankle : Bi ll 
Schmid tke, at r igh t, demo nstra tes back hand off 

the sidewall · Carol Frenck, center, on an overhand lob ; 
and Cathy William s leaves the floor with a backh and 

smash. 

and some 
other 
swinger■ 
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his four games at the internationals, this was probably 
his most exciting, and closest brush with defeat. Sim­
kins nearly de-railed the ex-champ on his return trip 
to the title, needing but two points. He had the shots 
and the moves with which to do it, but after three 
games, his timing faltered and the ball took Gurner 
bounces. 

Ben Wirkus got a break in the first round with a 
forfeit, but at the same tim e, it may have been too 
much rest. He wasn't in the same leag ue as Gurner 

made short work of th eir match, taking the first, 21-15, 
and the second even mor e decisively, 21-7. This set up 
the Sunday match with Cal Murphy. Cal began the 

tourney in a strang e way, dropping his first game by 
the what's-the-name-of-this-gam e score , 21-1, then 

taking the next two , from Don Goddard , 21-15, 2r-12. 

For the second time in the tournament Gurner was 
pushed to exert himself full y in ord er to take the first 
game, 21-18. For a while it looked lik e it would be a 
repetition of the match with Simkins , with Gurner 

dropping the first round, _ but Ike managed to hold on 
to service when he needed th e points and they came his 
way. 

Match game was an anti-climax. Gurner: 21-14. 

The International Racqu etball Association's honor 

roll of champions now reads : Golden Masters, 1974, 

Ike Gurner (runner-up Al ex Guerry) ; r975, Fred 

Vetter (runner-up Ike Gurner); r976, Ik e Gurner 
(runner-up Fred Vetter). 

Bob Adam, Jr. 
Junior Division 

Bob Adam, Jr., met Lindsay Myers in the finals of 
the junior's division on Monday and won the IRA title 

in two lop-sided games , 2r-5, 21-6. But he won't be able 
to do it again next year. 

For one thing, Adam, Jr. , graduates this year from 
the juniors, but Lindsay Myers has another year of 
competition, and anotper year in which to improve. By 

the time they meet again it should be one fantastic 
game. And Steve Strandemo should take a measure of 
pride in the outcome of the match whichever way it 
goes. Lindsay explained that he and Adam play the 

"Strandemo method." 
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WORLD CHAMPION and Runner-up in the Junior divi sion, 
above, are, left to right , Bob Adam , Jr ., and Lindsay 
Myers . On the facing page are Mark Malowitz, third place , 
on the left, and David Kinberg . 

Adam and My ers both drew byes in the first Fri ­
day round s, th en played one game per day for th e bal­
ance of the tournament. Adam downed Kenneth 

Goldberg, 21-5, 21-11, in his first match; set Pet e Tashie 

back , 21-16, 21-12, on Saturday ; eliminated Mark 
Malowit z in his first three gamer, 21-7, 15-21, 21-9, and 

went to the finals on Monday . 

At th e sam e time My ers was defeating St eve Ir a 

(IRA ?), 21-3, 21-6; Jeff Kwartler, 21-14, 21-15; and 

John Moshid es, 21-17, 21-8. 
Mo st of the younger players predicted th e game 

correctly. Mark Sandl er, Houston, who was elim inated 
early by John Moshid es felt Ad am would take the tour­
nament win from My ers, saying the two had met be­

fore, and Adam was too expe rienced. 

Experienced, perhaps, but Lind say Myers cam e to 
Chattanooga with a n impressive record of eleven tour­

naments in 15 weeks, including wins or good showing 
in places such as the Daffy open, Edmonton, Canadian 
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championships, Seattle, San Francisco, and Aberdeen. 
At seventeen he has been clocked on some fast racquet­
ball turfs. 

Of the two players Myers probably mixed his 
serves a good deal more than Adam, but without the 
number of times at serve the comparative effectiveness 
was hard to gauge. Adam has come close to perfecting 
the arched lob to left rear court and used it repeatedly 
to keep Myers behind him. In the two games he didn't 
serve mor e than twice to Myers' forehand, and such 
changes of pace that he mix ed in were cross court or 
drive serves to Myers' backhand . 

In the first game of their final match, Adam 
stormed ahead, rr-o, before Myers soiled his side of the 
scorecard. Myers got his first marker with a rollout, 
then picked up numbers two and three catching Adam 
out of position, rather than on accuracy of h is own 
shooting. 

At 13-3, Adam served and played for six consecu-
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tive scores with an ace serve, about three rollouts, and 
two pass shots. Myers made the most of his time in the 
service box to gain his fourth and fifth points, killing 
and passing well, but Adam was having none of it, for 
any longer than necessary. The champion-to-be re­
gained serve with one kill shot and racked up 20 and 21 

with two more. 

His shooting was great. If what Lindsay had said 
about both of them being students of Strandemo, Steve 
had much with which to be pleased. 

The second game was similar .to the first. The big ­
gest difference came in the number of times serve 
changed hands, giving Lindsay more openings for a 
comeback. Each time it seemed he used his best shots 
to force a side-out, but couldn't bunch his gcxxl ones 
when he was serving. 

Adam opened the match game and earned his firs t 
point, but Myers ki lled the ball on the next rally, 
gained service and scored three quick points on tw o 
kill shots, one a perfect rollout, and forced Adam to 
shoot off balance, skipping the ball for this third point. 
It was the only time in either game that he led. 

Adam, for his part mounted two sustained scoring 
marches, each for a handfull of points. Coming from 
behind at r-3, he earned one point when Myers skipped 
the ball into the floor then garnered three more on 
three successive kills. 

Serve was traded back and forth. Myers could n 't 
make it stick when he had the serve. Adam was gain­
ing no more than a point per serve. At ro-6, Adam 
leading , he re-entered the serving area and ran up five 
successive points for his best effort of the match. He 
gained the serve from Myers on one kill shot, and in 
the rallies following five cross court serves, killed the 
ball four times, and passed Myers once. 

With the score now 15-6 Adam could afford to 
coast, ,rnd did so, picking up all but one of his final six 
points on Myers' errors. 

Bob Adam, Jr., took the world title in the junior 
division and re-entered his name in the Honor Roll of 
Champions. He is already listed as rhe 1974 Junior dou­
bles champion (with Mark Domanque). He now be­
comes the third World's Champion Junior Singles 

player. 
Jerr y Zuckerman won the title in 1974, and Marty 

Hogan rook it in 1975. 
Wirh the e two wins ( dotibles and sing les) Bob 

Adam now has the opport unity to hold more titles in 
IRA racquetba ll than even Bud Muehleisen. 
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Two names tell the story: Muehleisen and Roderick 

Seniors Invitational Doubles 

The senior invitational doubles ch:im­
pionships w:is he ld M:irch 19, 2 0, 2 I :it 
S:int:in:i Cour ts, the be:iutiful new ten­
court complex in S:inta An:i, C:iliforni:i . 

The team of Dr. Bud Muehleisen, 
S:in Diego, C:iliforni:i, :ind Myron Rod ­
erick, Stillwater , Okl:ihom:i, once :ig:iin 
proved too much for :i very form:itive 
field :is they successfully defend ed their 
title. The tourn:ime nt w:is pl:iyed on the 
popul:ir round -robin b:isis, :ind the win­
ners emerged with :i perfect 7-0 won-lost. 

Three teams tied with record s with 
5-0, but on the basis of tot:il points 
scored, the :iw:irds for second pl:ice went 
to A l Ross i and M:irk W:iyne from S:in 
Francisco, third pl:ice to Dr. Ch:ir les 
Hann:i, San Diego, C:iliforni:i :ind Jim 
Austin from D:ill:is, Tex:is . Four th pl:ice 
went to the San Diego team of John Ha l­
verson and Jim Trent. 

It is interesting to note that :ifter the 
eight m:itches had been played, only a 
total of I 9 accumu lated points sep:irated 
those three teams . Fifth place went to the 
team of Buddy Meeker of San Diego, 
California and Kei th Luh now, El Cajon, 
Ca lifornia. This was their first try :it the 
senior open doub les tit le, and although 
they got off to a slow st:irt in the early 
rounds, they finished very strong and will 
certain ly be a team to be reckoned with 
in the future. 
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Sixth place in the standings went to the 
team of Jeff Mullins of S:inta Cruz , C:ili­
forn i:i and Bob Peterson of Boise, Idaho. 
Seventh pl:ice went to the te:im of P:it 
Colombo of Scarsdale, New Yor k :ind 
Ron Botchan from Granada Hills, Cali­
forni:i. Eighth place went to the team of 
Tom Carlyon :ind Bob Mclnerney, both 
from San Diego. And ninth place went 
to the team of Bruce Russell, San Diego 
and Ron Starkman from Costa Mesa, 
C:ilifornia. 

The spect:itors in attendance were 
tre:ited to some of the best double s pl:iy 
ever put on in any tournamen t. Not only 
has the caliber of pl ay improved , but th e 
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sportsmanship exemplified by the p:irtici­
p:ints was of the h ighest mention. 

For those who would aspire to be in­
vited to this same tournament next ye:ir, 
t:ilk to any of the p:irticip:ints to see th:it 
this is one of the most fun-tournaments 
during the ye:ir. The com:ir:iderie :ind 
spo rtsm:inship is second to none. 

It would be unfair not to mention the 
b:inquet dinner :it which Dr. Ch:irles 
Hanna emceed :ind Tom C:irlyon :iided 
with his guit:ir . Should one even now see 
a smile on any face of tho se in :ittend:ince, 
it is prob:ibly bec:iuse they :ire still rec:ill­
ing events of th:it evening. -Repo rt, 
courtesy Muehleis en Courts. 

~ 
ELEVEN OF THE 18 ... c. !: ..... 

$\ ,,\ ........ s .,,\. .... \.1'1 •• , .. doubles contestants at 

31- 1(1 Jt - /f 31- J Santa Ana are, from the 
left , in the front row: John 

.l',.J, J ~ ,U 31-.~ Halverson, Bob Peterson, 

.]h)S 31 ·~ Mark Wayne, Jell Mull ins. 

3,-,, 31-IJ .:X·: 
In the back row, from the 
left, are: Jim Trent, Ron 

~ 5 · 31 .,,., Botchan , Myron Roderick , 

:}I-, 
Pat Columbo , Bud 
Muehleisen, Al Rossi, and 
Keith Luhnow . 
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TH-€ SCORE:BO~RD 

Chattanooga, Tenn. 
8TH IRA CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT 

MAY '27-31. 1976 

MEN'S OPEN 

First Round: Wirkus def. Clork ; Siegel def. 
Seipp ; Remen def Ze lrouer; Romono def. 
Brown; Guinter def. Wood : Scordo s def. Hinkle; 
Wo lker def . Giordon o; Phipps Ht.; Chose def. 
McCoskey; Fobi on def. Lunsford ; Mors occi def. 
Cob io; George def. O'Ne ill: Velon def. Yo rk; 
Boiley def. Gropes; Flee two od def. Howord ; 
Hildebr ond def. J ones: Wright def. Comaro; 
Agugli o def. Berlo lucci; Wh ipple def. Ellis; 
Thomos def. Ronker ; Smith def. Hefner: Soper­
ste in def. Burnett ; Kelly def. Hoyes; Richie def. 
Bork.do le; Luciw def. Lorsen ; Dick def. Roy: 
Fuson def. Meek ; Toylor def. Out Ion; Sa yes de f. 
Thoxton; Doku def. Long; Treot def. Hutchin ­
son; Koordo l def. McDonold. 

Second R'<>und : Wirkus def . Siegel: Romono 
def. Remen ; G uin ter def. Scordos ; Wolker def. 
Phipp s; C hose def. Fobio n ; Mor socci def. 
Ge orge; Ve lon def . Boiley; Fleetwood def. 
Hildeb rond; W right def. Aguglio; Thomos def. 
Whip p le ; Sop erstci n de f. Smith; Kelly def. 
Richie ; Luciw def. Dick; Doku def. Soyes; Treol 
def. Koordol. 

Round of 16: Wirkus def. Roman o, 21-9, 21-
12; Wolk er def . Gui nter, 19 ,2 1, 21- 18, 21- 15: 
C hose def. Mors occ i, 21- 18, 2 1-5; Fleetwood 
def. Velon, 18-21 , 21-1 1, 2 1- 11; Wr ight def. 
Thomos, 21-9, 2 1- 15; Kelly def. Sop ersle in , 2 1•8, 
2 1-17; Luciw def. Fuso n, 21 •5, 21-8; Do ku de f. 
Treol , 21. 16 , 21 -7. 

Quarterfinals: Joe Wirkus def. Brod Wolker, 
21-9, 21- 15; Dov id Fleetwood def. Steve Chose , 
21.10, 13-21, 21- 10 ; Pete Wr ig ht def. G o rdon 
Kelly, 21- 13, 18,21 , 21- 18; Mike Luciw def. 
Rober t Daku, 21 •9, 21- 14. 

Semifi nals: Wirku s def. Fleetwo od, 21- 13, 21-
4; Luciw def. Wr igh t, 2 1-20, 21-15 . 

Finals : W irkus def. Luciw, 21 •8 , 21-5. Thi rd : 
W right def. Fleetwood Ht. 

MEN' S OPEN CONSOLA TION 

First Round: Hoyes bye; Ber to lucci def. 
Borksdole; Seipp bye; Zetr o uer def. Lundsfo rd; 
Hutchin son bye; Howord bye; O'Ne ill bye ; Ellis 
Ht. ; Long bye ; Mee k def. McCos key; York by e; 
Co bio def. Jomeso n ; Roy Ht .; Comoro Ht.: 
Giordon o Ht.; Clork def. Hi nkle. 

Second Round: Ber tolucci def. Ho yes ; Zel ­
vouer def. Seipp; H utchinso n Ht. ; O' Neill def. 
Ellis; Meek de f. Long; Cob io def. York: Roy 
def. Co mo ro; C lork de'f. Giordono. 

Quarterfinals : Don Berlo lucci fH .: Jerry 
O 'N ei ll def. C hu ck Hutc hinso n, 31-24; Ron 
Meek def. Fronk Cobio. 3 1- 11; Doug C lork d e f. 
Mike Roy, 31- 16. 

Semifinals : O 'N e ill def. Be rt o luc c i, 31- 19: 
Meek def . C lo rk. 31-2 8. 

Finals : Me ek def. O' Neill. 2 1- 12, 11-2 1, 2 1- 11. 

SENI ORS 

First Round : Green def. Wo ecke rle : Go l­
breoth def. Piper; J oyner def. Lowhorn; W olh 
de f. Wils on ; C hombers de f. Gwinn ; Berry def. 
Burkholde r; Jo ckmon def. Sco llion; C homb ers 
de f. Ch osse ; Wood def. Armstrong ; Toi l def. 
Bryon I ; Clork def. Roy. 

Second Round: Muehleisen d ef. Groen; Gol• 
breoth def. Crummey; Russell d e f. Low ton: 
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Porc o def. Joyner; King de f. Wolh; C hombers 
def. Cu rl ; Austin def . Berry; Peter son def. Ep• 
stein; Roderick def. Hulls; Connon def. Po p• 
p ino; Wo yne def. Jockmon; Coope r def. 
Chambers; Gorfinkel def. Woods ; Winsberg 
def. Toil; Clork def. Storkmon; Gibbs def. Bern­
st ein . 

Round of 16 : Muehleisen def. Galbreoth , 2 1-
13, 21-6; Porco def. Russell , 21-8, 21- 17 : King 
def. Chombe rs. 21-5 , 21-2 ; Austin def. Peter son, 
16-21 , 21-3 , 21-16 ; Roder ick def. Connon , 17-
21, 21-1 , 21- 1; Woyne def. Cooper , 21- 17, 21-
16; Gorf inke l def. W insberg , 21 - 10, 21-5; Clork 
de f. G ibb s. 21-12, 18-21, 21-8. 

Quart e rfinals : Bud Mue hleise n def. Ken Porco , 
21-7, 16-21, 21-11 : Bill King def . Jim Ausli n , I 6-
21, 21 -3, 21-16; Myr on Roder ick def. Mork 
Wo yne , 21 - 11, 21-8 ; Chorles Garfinkel def. Don 
Clark , 2 I'-I I , 21- 14. 

Semif inol s : Mueh le isen def. King , 17-21, 21-
18, 21-13 ; Ro der ick def. Gorfinke l. 21-8, 21-2. 

Finals : Muehleisen def. Roder ick, 21- 14, 21 • 
20. Third: G a rfinkel def. King , 12-21 , 21-15, 21-
17. 

MAST&RS 

Firs t Round: Ho lverson bye : Hogon def. Ful­
ion; Lapierre bye : DePue def. Rodr igu ez; Mc­
Nama ra bye ; Honke bye: Mcloughlin bye; 
Brune r def. Miller ; Gropes bye: Doines bye; 
Detjen bye; Ellett def. Marsh ; Wh iteh ill bye : 
Obmon bye; Dixon bye ; Harris def. Fox ; Sellors 
bye; G rei g def. lro ; Price bye; Zone def. Soot ­
hoH: Rossi bye; Freshwoter bye; Pole tto bye ; 
Webster def. Hi lecher: Wo lker bye; Ze trover 
bye; Tonner def. Young; Eckis bye; Troye r bye ; 
Pearl def. Mi lle r; Bechord bye ; Perelman bye. 

Secon d Round: Holverson def. Hogon; DePue 
def . Lopierre; McNomoro def. Honke ; Mc­
Lau ghl in def. Brune r : G ropes def. Doines ; Beljen 
def. Ellett : Whiteh ill def. Obmon: Dixon def. 
Horr is; Sellors def. Gre ig ; Price def. Zone ; Rossi 
def. Freshwater; Po leHa def. Web ster: Wolk er 

def. Zelrover; Tonner def. Eckis; Troye r def. 
Peorl; Beechord def. Perelmon. 

Round of 16: DePue Ht.; McNomoro def. Mc­
loughlin; Gropes def . Detjen; Dixon def. White­
hill: Sellors def. Price; Poletto def. Rossi; 
Wo lker def. Tonner; Be chord def. Troyer. 

Quort e rfinals: Bob McN om oro def . Roy De­
Pue , 21-4 , 21- 15; Eorl Dixon def. Gene Gropes, 
21.8 , 19-21. 21-19; Bill Se llors def. Som Pol etto , 
21-17 , 21-13; Joe Bechord def. Richord Wolker, 
19,21, 21-6, 21-7. 

Semi fin als : McNomoro def. Dixon, 21-9, 21 -4; 
Bechord def. Sellor s, 21- I 3, 21-15. 

Finols: McNomMo def. Bechord , 7-21, 21- 2 , 
21-14. Thi rd: Sellors def. Dixon , 21-8, 18-21, 21-
19. 

WOMEN'S OPEN 

First Round : Green bye : Burns def. Vickery; 
Guerrero fft. ; Lovingo od d ef. Bayless; Schmidt 
def. Smith : Bechard def. Hornock; Rossenti def. 
Zetrou er: Lerner Ht.; McCorlhy bye ; Pond def. 
Dupree; Frend Ht.; Gwinn def. Turl ington; 
Greer bye; Smi th Ht .; Porent def. Seipp ; Renh 
def. Dodson . 

Seoond Round: G reen def. Burns; Lovingood 
def. Guerrero ; Schm idt def. Bechard; Rossen ti 
def. Lerner ; McCorlhy def. Pond ; Frend def. 
Gwinn ; Gr eer def. Smith; Porent def. Renh . 

Quart erfina ls: So roh Green def. Quinn Lovi n­
good, 21-9, 21-4 ; Pol Sch midt def. Deno Ros­
senti, 21-9, 21- 12; Corol Frenck def. Comille 
McCorthy , 2 1-15, 2 1- 13; Monique Poren t def. 
Mar ci G reer , 21-19, 2 1-9. 

Semifin als : Green def. Schmidt , 21-5, 2 1-12; 
Frend def. Porent , 21- 16, 2 1-18. 

Fina ls: Green def. Frenck, 21-8, 21- 16. Third: 
Schmidt def. Porent , 21-10 , 21-17. 

WOMEN'S DOUBLES 

First Round: Hording-Morriott bye; Tennes ­
sen-Dillin def. Byrd-Zet rouver , 21-11, 21- 11; 

Continued on page 55 

new from LEISURE PRESS 

GlAMP10NSHIP 
MCQUETl3ALL t..----

IN PAPERBA CK ONLY 
PR ICE S6 .00 

All personal ordo,s muu bo propa,d 

• selec ted art icles from Racq11etball, the official voic e 
of the Int e rnational Racque tba ll Associa tion . 

• ove r 20 0 pages .• ove r SO articles . 

• covers all aspects of the game : basic skills ' and tech­
niques, hillin g the ball, Offi c ial IRA rules, service. 
pr ac tice hint s and drills, co nd iti oning. e tiqu ett e , 
teac h ing the game. co ndu cting a tournament or 
clin ic. and mu ch mo re! 

• includes articles by Brnm field, Muehleisen, Garfield, 
Kee ley. Fi nge r, Lawrence, Dellinger. Mazaroff, Wil­
lia1ns. Ross. Stauffer. Campb ell, and man y more. 

• A mu st for a ll r:icqu c tb all players, fans, and instru c­
tors of the ga me!! 

Ple ue incl udo 60c handling ch org• on oll o,d•rs 

Otf lc 11I purchJ Se ord or mu st acco mpany 1ns111u1,onol 
orrlo,s 

LEISURE 
N.V S ta te ros 1donu oro requi re d to Include opph c 11blo 
sol e s taa 

PRESS P.O. Boa 452 
Cor•..,oll , N. Y. 12511 
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SPE 
Schools -JCC's - YMCA's - Private Court Clubs 

Th e J anuary Direc to ry issue will be used by memb ers 
and fri end s all yea r long. 

Last yea r many cl ubs sa id th ey weren't no tifie d in time to 
put tog eth er an ad . We are maki ng the announce ment ear ly 
th is yea r ... and as the saying goes, are "re peatin g the issue 
by po pul ar request." Let us hea r from you . 

It is perh aps th e mo st i n-d emand iss ue of th e magazin e 
print ed . 

Here's how your club 
r- . can become 
c _ ' ' r~ nfernationally 

..,..... "'-· 
' -~ 

famous 
overnight! 

The magazin e 
pri nting company 

can make up your 
ad for yo u (at no 

extra co st), or you 
can ske tch ou t 
you own. Either 

way, today is 
the best 

possible time 
to start. 

ADV ERTISING DEADLIN E: DEC. 1, 1976 

Cou rt Club 
Directory Adver t ising Rates 

O ne Inc h ad .. . . ... .. . .. . 
Two inc h ad . . . . . . . . ..... . ... . 
Three inch ad .... . . ......... . 
1/4 Page .. . ... . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • 
1 /2 Pa e . .. .... • • • • • • • • · · · · · · 

$ 30 
$ 50 
$ 70 
$150 
$250 

We know that deciding what yo u w ant in your ad takes time. 
We also know that it is easy to put off. But now , while it is on your 
mind, please take a few minutes , write out what is needed, and 
drop it in the mail . We can do a be tter j ob for you . . . and you 
won 't have to worry about the dea dline . 

International Racquetball Associ ation 
Post Office Box 31481 - Suit e 1012 
Dallas , Texas 75231 

-- -- - - -- -- --
Fill it out ; mail ii in . 

Attach black and white pr in ter's proof of any art or special 
logo type desired. The printing company ca n enla rge or re­
duce ar t work to tit yo ur ad-space . 

Name of Club _ ___ _ __________ ____ _______ _ 

Addre ss ______ ___ _ __ __ __ _ Clty _________ _ 

State ________ Zip _____ _ Telephon e _ _ __ _ _____ _ 

Club owner and manager ________ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ ___ _ _ 

Number of Court s _____ Hours Open _______ _ __ _ ___ _ 

A nnual c lub sponso red events (tou rnamen ts, clin ics, etc .)- ---- ---- -

Other _______________ __ ___ __ _______ _ 

Please include payment with copy. 



Tl+€ SCORE:BO~RD · 
Souser-McCorthy def. Guerrero -Turlington 21-3 , 
21-3 ; Sn;ezek-Burns Ht.; Steding-Knudsen bye; 
PMenl-Rossenti def. Gwinn oLerner , 21-1 , 21-3; 
W illioms-Corow def. Rentz-Hornak , 21- 1, 21 - 12; 
Poslernok-Greer def. Lovingood -Seipp , 21 -5, 21 
13. 

Quarterfinals: Hording -Ma rriolt def. Tenne s­
sen-Dillin. 2 1-3 2 1-9 ; Souser - McCo rthy def. 
Sniezek -Burns , 21-2 , 2 1-2 ; Sted ing -Knud se n def. 
Poren t-Rossenli, 21 - 13, 21 - 18; W illioms -Corow 
def. Poslernok-G reer, 2 1- 13, 2 1- 13. 

Semifina ls: Hording -·Morr iot t def. Souser - Mc ­
Carthy , 21- 18, 21-17 ; Wi llia ms Corow def . Sled­
ding -Knudsen , 21- 19, 21 -4. 

Fina ls: W illia ms-Carow def. Hording -Ma rr io tt , 
16-21, 21- 15, 21-18. Third: Ste di ng -Knudsen by 
default . 

Atlanta, Ga. 
STATE CHAMP IONSHI PS 

MAR CH 19-20 -2 I 

OPEN 
Sem ifinals: Don Stark def. Tom Morsho ll . 21-

3, 21-5; Bob Sieg le def . Doug Wur sre r, 14-21 , 
21-10 , 21 -4. 

Final : Stork def. Siegle , 21 - 16, 21-13 . (Th ird : 
Morsholl.) 

"B" 
Sem ifinals: Edd ie Lee def. Woyne Vince n t, 

12-21, 21-18 , 21-17; Steve Swartz def . Alon 
Show, 21-1 0, 21-16 . 

Finals: Sworlz def. Lee , 21-7, 16-21 , 21 - 17. 
(Third: Vincent .) 

JULY/ AUG UST 1976 

SEN IORS 

Semifi nals: Jim Hilliord def. Scott Carr oll, 
21-13, 21 -3 ; Bill Darby def. John Derdeyn , 19-
21 , 21-5 , 21-10 . 

Fintils: Hilliord def. Dorby , 21 -1, 21 -8. (Th ird : 
Derdeyn . ) 

MASTERS 

Semi fi na ls: Fronk Jern;gon def. Don Holl; Jim 
Brodford def. Scott Dimon . 

Final: Brod ford forfeit ove r Je rnigan . (Third: 
D. Holl . ) 

NOVICE 

Sem ifina ls: Joe Clamon def. Ken Holl , 21 - 13, 
21-5 ; Chorles Brock def. Jomes Dunn, 21-12 , 21 -
6. {Th ird: K. Holl.) 

WOMEN 

Semifinals: Dionne Crowe def. Andi Smith , 
21 -7, 21 -8 ; Noncy Homrich def. N oncy Fox, 
21-7, 21 -8. 

Fina ls: Ho mrich def. Crowe , 21-9 , 21 -4. 
{Third : Smith.) 

Louisville, Ky. 
MAY 7-8 -9. 1976 

DOUBLES CHA MPI ONSHI PS 

OPEN 
Finals : Alan Hymon-Fred M,chels def. Ken 

Po rc o -Doug Gordon , 21-17 , 15 21 , 21 - 17. Third 
place: Dov id Brown- David Fleischoker def 
C huck Coo per -Billy Evans , 21- 15, 20 -21 , 21-14. 

WOMEN 'S 
Finals: Koy Evons-Morge Po lites def. Holly 

Rentz-Lou ro Perkins, 21-14 , 21-12. Third p lace: 
Dione Sonders-Bobbi Brennon def. Joon Borlow­
E,leen Ernst , 21-19 , 21 - 1'3. 

M IXED 
Finals: Ken Por co-Holly Rentz def. Chuck 

Co oper-Koy Evons, 21- 17, 1'3-21, 21 -12 . Third 
place : Roy Sobbotine-Brendo Montgomery def. 
Deon Sorg -Judy Shirrell , 2 1-17, 21-14. 

" B" DIVISION ROUND ROBIN 
I. Ike Gurner -Brion Bloom 
2. Rick Russe ll-Deon Sorg 
3. Jon Fleischoker-Bruce Prizonl 

SENI OR DIVISION ROUND ROBIN 
I. Bob Adkins-Rus sell T rovis 
2. Ben McRoberts-John Socks 
3. Grayson Honks -J erry Philpot 

MASTERS 
I. Ike Gurner -Billy Simon 
2. Lew Wh ipple -Bernie McGinnis 

Morgantown , W.Va. 
2ND ANNUAL STATE TOURNEY 

MARCH 20 -21, 1976 

"A" OPEN SINGLES 
Semifin a ls: Ron Dick def. Dove Tay lor ( Mor­

gon town); Dove Johnsen def. Rich Yobbogy 
(Weirton), 

Continued on page 56 
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I 
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Continu ed from page 55 
Finals: Ron Dick {Hu ntingt on ) def. Dav e 

Johnsen (M o rgant own ) , 20-21 . 21-13, 21- 15. 
3rd Place: Dave Tayl o r def Rich Yobbagy. 
Consolation Winner : Ted Gallagher {Mo rgan­

tow n) d ef. John Lot h { Morgon tow n) . 

"B" O PEN SING LES 
Semifinals: Andy M uldoo n de f. Jock Hollohon 

( Mo rg on tow n) ; Mike Howell def. Pat McCu ne 
(W eirlo n) . 

Finals: Andy Muldoon (Chorle ston ) def. Mi ke 
Howell (Chorles lon ) , 21 -7, 21-7. 

3rd Place : Pat McCune def. Jack Holla han. 
Consolat ion W inner : Peter Halse y { Morgon ­

to wn) d ef. Joo Prent iss ( Morg on lown). 

-.. 

HELP 
PREVENT 

EYE 
INJURY! 
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Not only can you buy th e fine st 
handb all and rac quetbal l g loves and 
the f inest racq uets fr om Champi on, 
but you can get the very bes t eye 
pro tec ti on fo r these exci ting sport s 
fr om Cha mpio n, too . 

Champion 's MK Eyeg uard is made 
from strong, lig htw eight al uminum . 
c ov ered with soft , natur al rubb er 
and designe d to mo ld around th e 
eye s fo r maxi mum visib i l ity. 

Ch am pion 's MK Eyeg uard remind s 
you to kee p your eye on th e ball, 
wh ere it belon gs, and pl ay w ith con ­
fid ence you have never fe lt befor e. 

We don 't ex pec t ·you to strut 
w hen you get on the c ourt , but you 
will feel "co nf idently " d ifferent. 

Av ai lab le a t Sp o rt in g G ood s 
Stores , A th leti c Cl ubs and you r 
YMCA. 

WO M EN'S SIN G LES 
Se mif inals: Co ro l Wo jcik def. Kothy Von Dyke 

{ Mo rgonlown) ; Mory Scherer def. Co ri Jordon 
{Morgo nlo wn) . 

Finals: Cor ol W ojc ik {We irto n) def. Mo ry 
Scherer ( Mo rgo n tow n) . 

3rd Place : Co ri J o rdon def. Kathy Von Dyke . 

OP EN DO UBLES 
Se mifinals : J ohnse n-Toylo r def . A rnol d Ma r­

golin -A ndy Muld oo n {C har les to n) ; Yobb og y­
Krovocheck def. Ted Ga llagher (M o rgonlown) ­
Dove Furdo {Weirton) . 

Fina ls: Dove Johnsen-Dove Tay lo r ( Mo rgon -
tow n) def. Ric h Yo bbogy -Gib Krovoc he ck 
(Weirt o n ) , 21 - 17. 21- 10. 

Hutchison, Kans. 
MAY 15- 16. 1976 

DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS 

OPEN DOUBLES 
Semifinols: Kenl Taylor -Wayne Ca mpbe ll def. 

C hompagne -Yor k. 21-1 4, 20-21 , 2 1- 19; Lemmon­
Porodi def. Swonk -Ruelas , 2 1-12, 21- 19. Third: 
Cho mpogne -York def. Swonk-Ruelos, 21 - 15, 21-7. 

Final s: Taylor -Ca mpb e ll def. Lemmon - Porod,. 
17-2 1, 21- 8 , 21- 17. 

Consolation : Potion-Clark def. Go rmon -Dun 
can , 21- 14, 6-2 1, 2 1-17 . 

"B" DOUB LES 
Se mifina ls: Stroup - Frye def. Parso n-Smilh . 2 1-

18 , 17-21 , 21-9; Brewer -Strom def. Brundoge ­
Mongon , 21 - 17, 6 -21, 21 - 13. 

Fina ls: Brewer -Slram def. Stroup -Frye . 21-20, 
6-21. 2 1- 16. 

Consolat ion : Conodoy -H of ne r def. Co rey ­
Tho mos, 2 1-18, 2 1-4 . 

WOM EN' S DO UBLES 
Semifinals : G reer-W ilson def . li vings ton -

Houff, 21-3, 21-0; Brundoge-Wi c ks def. Bender ­
Long , 17-21. 21- 15, 2 1- 17. 

Finals: Greer -Wilson def. Brund age -W icks, 21 -
16, 21 -6. 

MEN 'S SENIORS 
Finalists : I . Bill Bronlo-Ed Bro wn ; 2, Dave 

Dolke-Jon Pa ulin; 3, Andy Smo ll-Corl Russell ; 4, 
Ed Hens ley - u on Dirks ; 5. C harles Broo ks-Dick 
Wo od so n. 

Intercollegiate 
Men 's A 

Quart e rfinals : St eve Smi th ( MSU ) def. Jim 
Sc heyer (Tulane ) : Mike Sipes (Cin c innati) def. 
H e lmut Brown {lowo ) ; John Lynch ( Illino is ) 
def. Gory Ze t rover (So n ia Fe CC ) ; Migu e l 
Guzman ( Loke Fo res t) def. J ohnny Phipps (Au ­
burn ) . 

Se mifinals: Smith de f. Sipe s, 2 1-3, 2 1- 15: 
Lync h de f. Guzman , 2 1-7, 2 1-9. 

Finals: J o hn Lunch def. Steve Smit h , 14-2 1. 
2 1- 12. 2 1-7 . (Thi rd : Sipes def. G uzman . ) 

Men 's B 
Fina ls: Scott Berns tein, Illinois, def. Jim Cul ­

len, MS U, 2 1-8, 21-9. (Third: Joy Kastner, Illi­
nois def. Kevin Spence, Univ. Florido, 2 1- 10, 
2 1-0. ) 

Me n' s Do ub les 
~omifinals : J eff W ood -Bill Cook ( lowo Stoic) 

d e1. J o hn Dunlop-David Flee twoo d ( Me mphi s 
St a le): Eric Hines -Dennis Mej her {111.) def..Ed 
Fronk -Rej iv Kaul (Lake For es t ) . 

Finals: Hinds - Mejh er def. W ood-Cock. 21-11, 
21 -6 . (Third : Dunl op-Fl eetwood def. Frank -Kaul.) 

WOMEN'S SINGLES 
Fina ls: Sarah Gre e n. Memphis State, def. An ­

nelle Hughes , Loke Forest, 21 - 1, 21-1 . 

WOMEN 'S "B" 
Fina ls : Vickie Kimber . Ill .. def. Goil Fe rg uson, 

Memphis Stole , 19-21 , 21-7 . 21- 14. 

Norfolk, Virginia 
TIDEWATER. INVITATIONAL 

MARCH 19 20-21 1976 

MEN'S OPEN 
Quart e rfina ls: W einstein def. Cla y McCas ky; 

Sulliva n def. Glenn Allen: Wa ng def. Jim 
Da iley ; Bea rd d e f. Buzz Park e r . 

Semi finals: St on We instein def. C ha rles Sul­
livan; W illie Wong de f. David Bea rd . 

Final s : We ins tei n def. Wong . (Third : Beord 
def. Sullivan .) 

SENIO RS 
Se mifinal s: Bill Buckman def. Cha rles Lake , 

21- 10, 21- 10: John Devli n def. W a lte r Wale s 
(Ht) . 

Final s: Buckman def. Devli n , 21-8, 2 1-? 
(Bracket not completed .) Third : Lake def. 
W ales . Co nsolatio n: Bill Highlond d ef. George 
lselep es . 

Waterbury, Conn . 
MAR CH 6, 7. 1976 

CONNECT ICUT JUNIO R OPEN 

18 AN D UNDER 
Q uart e rf ina ls: Mork Koho n de f. Jock Scelzo 

21 - 19, 16-2 1, 11-7; H eathe r Marsha ll de f. Larry 
Spector, 2 1-5, 21-8; Bob Cohen d ef. M,ke Mit­
t rukewi cz, 2 1-5 , 21-6 : Morea Paole tto de f. Do n 
Roge rs, 21- 16, 2 1- 12. 

Semi f inal s: Mork Kohan def. Heather Morsh ­
oll , 21 -8, 18-2 1, 11-6 ; Bob Cohen def. Mar co 
Poo letla, 2 1-9 , 2 1- 17. 

Fina ls: Bob Cohen def. Mork Kohon, 21- 17, 7-
21 , 11- 10 . 

14 AND UNDER 
Quart e rfinals: Corl Orkin def. Mike Margol is. 

2 1-12 . 2 1- 11; Peter Haw keswort h d ef. Sam Hou s­
ton , 21-6 , 2 1-5; Frank Scezla de f. Donna W ine ­
man, 21 - 17, 21-9; Charles Hort on d ef. Bill Ma­
guire, 2 1- 1, 21 -3. 

Se mifina ls: Co rl Orkin def. Pe ter Ho wkswo rlh , 
21 - 10. 2 1- 18: C harles Hort on de f. Fronk Scelzo . 
2 1-2, 2 1-5. 

Fin al s: C har les Hort o n def. Corl Orkin , 21-6, 
2 1-5. 

Eastern Canada 
MAY , 1976 

REGIONA LS 
First pla ce winne rs, on ly : Ivan Velon, open 

singl es: Mon ique Parent, wome n's ope n : Ross 
Horvey , juniors; Mur dock Cransto n, se nio rs; ond 
Fronk Young , ma sters. 

Western Canada 
REG IONA LS 

First pla ce winn ers , only : Lind sa y Myers, opon 
ond juni ors: Deno Rosse nti , women 's o pe n: Lo­
gon To it, seniors; and Don Wynn , mo sler s. 

Cont inued on page 59 
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Take a good look inside ... 

"inside 

racquetball'' 
·.•.· ··-~--
··.·.·.: .-.. ··· ... 

ORDER BLANK 

THE AUTHORIZED 
IRA PLAYER 'S 

MANUAL 
AND RULE BOOK 

paperback edition 

(Pr lco inc lu des shipping COSIS) 

To orae, "I 
r ns/<Je 
acquetbalt .. 

tou,norne . Bnd10, 
use lh /s h:~ supplies , 
blank . dy Order 

·-.... :· 

Please rush - pos tage pa id - the following racq uetb all supplies · r----.----, Ma i l th is Order Blonk w11h your chec, or money order 10 

Off icial Rules of Racquetball @ 50¢ ea ch 
IRA Scor ecards @ 2¢ each 
Tournament Brackets @ 25¢ each 
Inside Racquetball (Paperback edition) @ $4.95 
Bumper Stickers @ 25¢ each 
Official IRA Patch @ $1.00 each ($6 for dozen) 
Eye gu ards @ $3.50 each .. 

TOTAL . 

Please print: Name ___ ______________ ___ _ 

Address . ___ __________ __ __ __ _ 

City, _____ _____ stat e ___ _ Zip. ___ _ 
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International Racq uetball Association 

P. 0. Box 31481 -Suite 1012 

Da llas, Texas 7523 1 
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------------------= ---, 

ACOUETDA ---5 
--= 

i Jt you have hesitated to ask a friend to join you in the IRA, --hesitate no longer. We'll even encourage you. 5 ·-~-------------------------= Membership application for the . . . = 
INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION :: ---Name __________________________________ = --Address _________________ City _______________ _ 

= -State __________________ Z IP---------------= 

New 
Renevval 

Attached is my check for $ _______ One year at $6.00 or 
$, _______ Two years at $10. 

(Add $1 per year if outside the U.S., Canada or Mexico.) 
- IRA Magazine subscription is included with your dues -

Detach and mail to: 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
Post Office Box 31481 - Suite 1012 

Dallas, Texas 75231 

------------------------
■ ---------------------------= Member sh ip application for the . . . =: 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION :: ---Name ___________________________________ = -Address, _________________ Ci1Y---------------= -State __________________ ZiP---------------:: 

New 
Renewal 

Attached is my check for $ _______ one year at $6.00 or 

$, _______ Two years at $10 . 

(Add $1 per year if outside the U.S., Canada or Mexico .) 
- IRA Magazine subscription is Included with your dues -

Detach and mail to: 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
Post Office Box 31481 - Suite 1012 

Dallas, Texas 75231 

---------------------= ·-·---------------------------~ Membership a'pplication for the . . . := 
INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION = ---Name, __ _________________________________ :5 -Address _________________ CitY---------------:: -State, __________________ Zip, _______________ = -

New 
Renevval 

Attached is my check for $, _______ One year at $6 .00 or 

$, _______ Two years at $10 . 

(Add $1 per year If outside the U.S., Canada or Mexico.) 
- IRA Magazine subscription is included with your dues -

Detach and mail to: 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
Post Office Box 31481 - Suite 1012 

Dallas, Texas 75231 

---------------------------

MEMBERSHIP in the IRA has 

been said to make Its members 

happier, healthier and wealthier 

than almost anyone you care to 

mention .. . 

And some you might not care to 

mention. 

We don't guarantee this 

statement, but we won't deny it, 

either ; some of the healthiest, 

happiest, wealthiest people we 've 

ever known are members . 

If you are not , join us, and let 's 

see what happens next. Whether 

it's wealth or not, you can be 

sure it'll be exciting. 

IRA racquetball is excitement . 

As an IRA member you a,e 

eligible for IRA sanctioned and 

sponsored tournaments, activities 

and sundry competitions; you 

are elig ible to wear the Offic ia l 

IRA shou lder patch (and are 

"privileged to wear it 

anydarnwhere you please); you 

will beg in receiving withjn 

minutes (or at least six weeks) 

your o'(,'n, per so nal , private 

copies of the IRA Racquetball 

Magazine telling you about 

everyth ing that's going on In 

racquetball ... interv iews with 

top players . .. instruct io n on 

improving your game ... and a 

host of enjoyable read ing. 

~u'II be notified of national 

tournaments and the annual 

membership meeting; you'll be 

eligible to vote in the most 

democratically run organization 

that ever admitted a republican 

to membership . (How's that for 

being democrat ic?) Join us today. 

You'll enjoy the IRA, and we 

believe you'll enjoy your favorit e 

sport even more. 

RACQUETBALL 
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(A) (B) (C) 

This is an IRA shirt tal e, 

(The girl in the photo is a 
dillerent story.) 
Tee-shirts are no1 al l the same . The experienced racq uetba ll player will 
observe right off that the guy wearing the shirt with a co llar is ho lding a 
tennis racket , wh ile the racquetball playe r is holding an attract ive young lady . 

If you're curio us about what you w ill be 
hold ing , sen d (today ) you r check or 
money or d er to the IRA-I nterna tiona l 
R·acquetball Associ at ion, Box 12490, 
Memphi s, Tennessee 38 112 . There 's no 
way you can lose. 

(Married playe rs are advised to order the sh irt modeled by the guy wearing 
the hat. Al tho ugh the young lady does not automatically com e w ith the shirt 
order ed, yo u never know what 's li able to happe n.) 

(A) Mesh crew neck 
(B) Collar sh irt 
(C) Regu lar crew ne ck 

------

$5 .25 
$5 .50 
$5 .00 

To: IRA , Box 31481 , Suite 1012 , Dalla s, Texa s 75281 

Speci fy colo r (b lue, 
white, yellow) and s ize 
(S-M -L-XL). 

Find attached my check (MO ) for $, __ ____ ___ to cover charges for 

____ sh ir ts model, ____ _ _ _ @ $, __ __ ___ _ each . Co lor 

--- ---- ----· Size, ____ _ 

Send to : Name __________________ _ _______ _ 

Address , ____ __ ________ _ City· _____ __ ___ _ 

State _ ____ ____ _______ Zip· _ __ _______ _ 

--------------
All shir ts carry the silk•sc rcened IRA emb lem, are wr inkle free nnd comlo rtablo. Wo nro suro 

you'll enjoy lhcm . Orde r se ver al . 
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Continu ed from page 56 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
STATE CHAM? IONSH IP 

OPEN 
Quart erfi nals: T. Soyes def. B. McN obb; R. 

Mills def. C. Kunt-z; H. R,ngwood def. D. K<1rt­
chner: M. Soyes def. L. Odom . 

Semif ina ls: T. Sayes def. Mills; M. Soyes def. 
Ringwood . 

Fina ls: Trey So yes def. Morgon Sa yes, 21-18 , 
18-21 , 21-5 . (Third : Mills def. Ringwood, Con­
solat io n: Komolu def. Poul Bomon) , 

" B" 
Qu arterfinals: Don Brown def. Jo nel l Marriott; 

Pete Peors on def. Ray Moore; Kim Robinson 
def. Jerry Hudson; Po ul Bernon def. Byron Boyd. 

Sem ifinals: Pearson def. Brown; Bowmon def. 
Robinson. 

Finals: Bowmon def. Peorson, 21-7, 2 1-7. 
(Th ird: Brown def. Robi nson. Conso lotion: Dove 
Von Mossenhove def. Fred Behm). 

"C" 
Semifinals: Sanyo Shorp def . Bill Gre ider , 21-

18, 17-21, 21-8: Kim Robinson def. Rondy Dor­
roh n. 21-5 , 21-20. 

Finals: Robi nso n def. Shor p , 21-7 , 2 1-lb. 
(Third: Dorrohn ove r Greider. Conso lo lion: 
Rusty St or ms def. Jay Gor dn er.) 

SEN !OR -MAST ERS 
Quarterfinals: Worner def. Crummey; Smoot 

def. Sch ofield; Roge rs def. Romplon; Wilde def. 
Skomchy. 

Semifinals: Warner def. Smoot , 2 1-19, 21-11 : 
Rogers def. W ilde , 21-10 , 9-21 , 21-lb. 

Finals: Worner def. Rogers, 21-10 , 9 -21 , 2 1-l b. 
(Third : Smoo t de f. Wi lde. Consolotions: Car­
pen ter def. Rampton.] 

WOM EN 'S B 
Sem ifina ls: Wolt o n def. Nelson : Madd<1leno 

def. Brown. 
Finals: Mo ddolen o def. Walton, 21- 15, 21- 19 . 

( Th,rd: Ne lson def. Brown. Consolation: Tay lor 
de f. Gaddis.) 

Minneapolis, Minn. 
JAN. 30-31-FEB . I. 197b 

MASTERS INV ITATIONA L 
First Round: Kronenberg def. Rosen blo om: 

Me Ivey def. Anfensen: Brand up def. S,sler: 
Rudrud def. Singe r. 

Second Round : Slod~y def. Graves: Rose n­
bloom def. Kro nenbe rg; C lor id ge def. H uber; 
Si illman def. Word. 

Th ird Round: Kronenberg def. Me lvey : Brand­
rup def. Rudrud. Slod ly def. Rosenbloom ; Stilf. 
mon def. C loridge. 

Semifin als : Kronenbe rg dof. Brandrup, 21-9, 
21-lb: Stillman def. Sladky , o-2 1, 2 1-4 , 21-11. 

Fina ls: Ha ro ld " Diz" Kro ne nberg def. Ro lph 
Stillma n . 21 -b . 21-15. (Th ird: Slad ly def. Brand• 
rup , 21-12, 21-15.) 
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SPORTCRAFT serves up a comprehensive 
line of LR.A. approved equipment. The newly 
designed # 13130 "Explo," l ightweight alumi­
num racquet with protective bumper . The 
"spaceage" racquet! - # 13136 , nylon glass 

Approved 

frame w ith rubber grip. Our satin f ini sh alu­
minum /113127 with bumper. 

For long , hard, accurate play the answer is 
SPORTCRAFT'S LR.A. approved #'s 13265, 
13275 and 13274 racquetballs . 

SPORTCRAFT excellence . . . a winning player's partner . 

Quality beyond the ordinary. 

GENERAL SPORTCRAFT CO., LTD . BERGENFIELD , N.J. 07621 

RACQUETBALL 
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The Don K essinger Court Club will serve an area of 

some 800,000 peopl e in Memphi s and surroundi ng sub ­
urbs. K essinger, and his wife, Carolyn , say the club will 
not only be the first in this area , but will be on e of the 
finest in this part of th e nation . 

The new racquetball facility was conceived in 19 75 
when Ke ssinger learned he was being trad ed to the St. 
Louis Cardinals. H e and his wife, along with th eir sons, 
Keith , 9, and Kevin , 6, decided to settle in M emphi s-th e 
area in which both Don and Carolyn grew up . It was really 
a homecoming. 

JULY/AUGUST 1976 

A new ball game! 
TOURING TH-€ COURTS 

Don Kessinger learned about ba seball while grow ing 
up in M emphi s. Now Memphis is learning a new ball game 
from Don . The all-star shortstop of C hicago Clubs and St. 
Lou is Cardinal baseball fame has announc ed the Septem­
b er opening of one of the newest racquetball court clubs in 
the South. 

The Ke ssingers are avid racquetballers . Don uses the 
game to keep in top condition during his off-season , and 
Carolyn is a da ily player. After only two years she is the 
third ranked woman player in Tennessee. 

On arriving in Memphis , they found the availability 
of racquetball courrs woefully lacking . I t was at that 
mom en t the idea for the new clu b was conceived . 

Sub stance was added to the idea with a January 1976 
groundbreaking. In partnership wi th Harold and Barry 
Sterling , th e Kessingers have worked wit h the archi tectural 

Co11ti1111cd 011 next page 
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Confinu ed from preceding page 

firm of McGhee, Nicholson :ind Burk e to create a structur e 
that is attr active on the out side , and completely functional 
on the inside. Building is in the hand s of the Maler Con ­
struction Corporation, and according to the Kes singer s and 
Maler is right on schedule. 

Bob Na vickey is the general manager of the facility. 
He has a marketing background with the IBM corpor a­
tion, and is an active handball , racquetball, and tennis 
player. He received his tutelage under Mike Dau , the Lake 
Forest, Illinoi s, college athletic director. 

With Navi ckey at the club will be on e of racquet ­
ball's finest pla yer-teachers , Rand y Stafford , author of the 
outstanding manual , "Racquetball - The Sport for Ev ery­
one." Navick ey said , "For our handball playing member s, 
we w ill ha ve th e expert coun seling services of Larr y Ed ­
ward s, coach of th e top -ranked Memphi s State Un iversity's 
handb all te am. He 's also a rather fine racqu etballer. " 

In. describing faciliti es of th e Don Ke ssing er club , Na ­
vicke y said , "It will be a priv ate, famil y oriented club with 
limited membership . We definit ely do not want to get into 
an overcrowded situation. We look forward to a 40 percent 
women 's membership. Th e club offers sep arate dre ssing 
areas, compl ete with hair dryer s, saun as and whirlpool s, ex­
ercise room , free super vised nur sery, a fully stock ed pro ­
shop , and comfort abl e refre shm ent -loung e area. " 

Th e K essing ers and N avick ey point ed out that th e 
eight courts will be similar , and in som e respects identical, 
to tho se in which th e IRA intern ation al champion ship tour ­
nam ents wer e pla yed at th e Univ ersity of Tennes see in 
Chattanooga . 

"Our court con struction is of th e best material s that 
the pre sent state of th e art has to offer," N avickey said , add ­
ing, "Th e walls and ceiling are of Wil son Art s Laminated 
panels designed and supplied through Sp orts Unlimited , 
and inst alled with their metal splining. Lighting is with 
I 00-candlepower balanc ed illuminat ion, and th e floor s are 
of solid maple." 

Well in advance of th e op ening date, th e Don 
Kessing er Court Club wa s providing memb ership informa ­
tion to Memphi s resid ent s. Befor e Jul y, on e could reach 
the club by calling 682-6661 - and th e building wa sn 't 
hardly begun. 

"We are planning ahead ," Navick ey said. "We will 
have an active internal program for memb ers including free 
morning cl inic s for wom en. Th ere will be leagu e pl ay, in­
house tourn aments, stud ent program s, a divi sion al ch al­
lenge ladder system, mixed double s and famil y competi -
. " t1ons. 

The Kes singers, Sterling s, and Nav ick ey agr ee it is an 
exciting tim e in which to be in volved in th e court club bu si­
nes s. " Being the first, or one of the first club s in Memphis 
affords us the opportunity to set high quality standards , and 
further the cause of a sport in which we believe ( and en ­
joy). Naturally a member ship -club has a premier respon ­
sibility to its members, and we arc promi sing them many 
hours of fun and healthy recreation. " 
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Don Kes si ng er at work 

The name Kes singer is as w ell kn ow n to sport s fans as 
the nam e Ki ssinger is to pol iticians. Not so we ll known , but 
also in politic s is Harold H. Sterl ing, Jr. , on e of the oth er 
partn ers in th e court club . Sterlin g and his broth er form ed 
th eir own real estate compan y nine years ago, and in 1968 
Harold Sterling , Jr ., ran for , and wa s elect ed to the T en­
nessee Hou se of Repr esent atives. H e is m arried, the father 
of thre e young sters , and in 1972 wa s named the most O ut­
standing Young M an in T enne ssee. 

Barr y Sterling is a 196 7 graduat e of M emphi s State 
Uni versity, a partn er and co-founder of th e Sterling R eal 
E state firm , and a co -partner in the Don K essinger Court 
Club . Following his graduation from MSU he was voted 
Out standing Young Man of Am erica in 1968 and 197 0 . 
B arry is also married . H e and hi s w ife ha ve one child. 

A third part y might be con sidered a " partn er-i~­
action ," although not in name . Fin ancing for th e club s 
initial con struction ha s com e throu gh th e Ban k of G erman­
town , Tenn essee ( a suburb of M emphi s ), and has be en 
handl ed by bank pr esident Don Ru ssell. 

RACQUETBALL 



TOURING Tl+€ COURTS 

T he name works magic everywhere, 
but especially so in Memp his, Tennes see . 
Whe n groundbreaking ceremonies were 
announced for the first Presle y Center 
Court club, rumor spread that El vis, him• 
self, might be back home for the proceed­
ings and a crowd of mo re than two thou· 
sand showed up at the Mendenhall :md 
Mt . Mo riah building site. 

T he misundersta ndi ng was un-inten • 
tional, but such is the Pres ley charisma 
that most stayed for the groun d-breaki ng 
even when they knew the city's favorite 
son would not be prese nt. 

The Mem ph is cou rt club will be the 
first in a number of facilities now under 
construction and / or in the site selection 
stage, according to Michael M cM ahon 
and Dr. George Nichopoulos , two of the 
principals in the firm of Presle y Center 
Courts, Incorporated. 

McMahon said the first club should 
open early in September, and will be fol­
lowed in a matter of weeks by their second 
one- in Nas hville . Sites for th ree clubs are 

"See you at 2 o'clock in Divorce 
Court ." An attorne y squaring off for a 
legal battle wi th another attorney ? No. 
An attorney setting an appointment with 
a friend for a fast game of racqu etball at 
Ve ntura Co urthouse. 

V entur a C ourthouse is located in the 
center of V entura, Ca lifornia, and is the 
only facility of its kind in Ven tura 
County. D en nis K uttler, B ill B urke , and 
Rick Beguelin began to investigate the 
possibilities of such a facility over two 
~ears ago. The need was firml y estab • 
lished and, after severa l months of finan• 
cial packaging, construction was started 
in late D ecember of last yea r. 

T he final result of this effor t is a beau• 
tiful facility with over 16 ,000 squa re 
feet of floor space. I t cost in excess of 
$5 00 ,000 to constr uct. Ventura Court • 
house has ten regulation raca uetba ll / 
handball court s, each indiv idu ally temo• 
e_rature controlled. In additi on, an exhib i­
tion court with a glass side wa ll , an ob· 
ser~:i~ion deck run ning the length of the 
building, tw o very attrac tive lounges 
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being studied for the Atlanta, Georgia, 
area. Average court club costs, includi ng 
buildings and land , will be in the neigh · 
borhood of $700 ,000 each , providing 
the burgeoning sport wit h between three 
and seven million dollars worth of new 
playing facilities in the south. Other cities 
being considered, the firm indicated , are 
Knox ville :md Chattanooga. 

Dr. Nichopoulos , president of Presley 
Cente r Courts , Inc ., said each of the 
clubs will be simila r to the one under 
construction at Memphis, and will include 
ten courts in an 18 ,000 square foot, fully 
air-condit ioned build ing . Arc hitec ts San· 
ford, Faulk and Hardaway are working 
with the Nash ville construction company, 
D & A Enterprises , in the first club bu ild ­
ing. Pla ying surfaces - floors , walls and 
ceilings - are being supplied by the court • 
club panelling compan y, Sports Un · 
limited. 

Othe r office rs in the company beside s 
president Nichopou los are vice-presidents 
M ichael McMahon, Memphis real estate 

"See you in 'Divorce Court"' 
complete with lounge chairs , couches, 
and tables , a large pro shop , a health bar , 
two sauna s, a jacuzzi , very nice men's 
and women 's locker rooms, supergra• 
phics to highlight the en tire club, and a 
second floor ver:mda overlook ing tennis 
court s and the Paci fic Ocean are provided 
to the patrons. 

T he Ven tura Co urthouse theme n as 
been carried th roughou t the buildi ng with 
extensive use of coloful supergraphics in 
various areas of the facility . Individual 

develope r and gene ral manager of the 
Memp his club, and Joe Espos ito, Elvis 
Pres ley's road manager . Presley, who is 
chairman of the board will not take an 
active day-to-day part in management of 
the parent company, but will be involve d 
with decision making. 

The popular singer-entertainer began 
playing racquetball about two years ago, 
and came to appreciate the game so 
thoroughl y that he had a private court 
constructed at his Graceland home in 
Whi tehaven. From this enthusiasm came 
the interest that brought the P resley Cen· 
ter Couns const ruction company into be ­
ing. 

McMahon said the Memphis club is 
already receiving requests for membership, 
and invited those who would like to be­
come charter members to call his office 
( 901 ) 767-8368. 

courts are called "Divorce Court," "Small 
Claims Court," "Traffic Court," and 
other appropriate court names . 

Ventura Courthouse is open from 6 
a.m. to 11 p .m. daily . The manager is 
P eter Rizzo who was previously membe r­
ship and publ ic relations direc tor for the 
YMCA in Santa Bar bara, Califo rn ia. Th e 
genera l par tners consider th is facility one 
of the nices t in the nat ion. They are cur· 
rcntly in negotia tions on five other similar 
facili ties on the West Coast. 

DIVORCE COURT 
SPEC IALISTS-Left to righ t. 
Dennis Kuttle. attorney: Bill 
Burke, stockbroker ; and Rick 
Begue l in, Inves tment banker as 
they keep pace with 
construction of their Ventura 
cou nty facility . 
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MARION SANDERS. upper left, keeps 
exercise room equipment from 
getting rusty; upper center: Dr. and Mrs. 
Carl Jackson on the court; upper right: 
lounge overlooking one of the courts; and 
Beth Astor , wife of club president. 
checking out the whirlpool in New 
England's newest facility. 

route OT/_e,Jalmouth. maiT/_e 
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The state of Maine's only court club 
opened four racquetball and one squash 
court in March . Fewer than five months 
later they decided the club needs four 
more courts! 

Kevin York, manager of the Down 
East Court Club , explained that additions 
to the present site have already been dis­
cussed, and plans are being considered for 
construction of additional court clubs 
along the eastern seaboard. Racquetball in 
the northeast is enjoying the same boom 
as has been seen in the rest of the nation. 

Down East is a joint venture of Ken 
Astor, Portland, and Peter Camplin, 
York, Maine . Of their four racquetball 
courts, one is an exhibition court with 16-
foot glass backwall, and an eight-foot glass 
side wall. For the other walls they chose 
the block -bonded and plaster finish. 
Floors arc of standard maple. The owners 
feel the new court is on of the finest in 
the upper New England area . 

Am enities are plu sh! Th e club's upper 
level include s a TV eq uipped nursery, 
pro- shop and lounge from which one can 
view the court action, or just rel ax, in 
front of the firepl:ice. Intim ate furni shin gs, 
warm, cheerful decor , and a va riety of 
food, drink , and conversation are always 
available, said York. If one isn't ready for 
a fast game of racquetball. he can ch:illenge 
a member to an equally fast game of back­
gammon . 

The spacious locker rooms are car ­
peted, and equipped with saunas and 
whirlpools for both men and women. 
There is also :i steam room for the men. 
Both dres sing room s :ire furni~hed with 
over-size locker s. H:iir dry ers and eve n hot 
lather m:ichines are on hand. 

Member s can work out in the fullv 
equipped exercise room , and take :id­
v:mt:ige nf diet and nutrition al consult:1-
ti,ms. Instruction in the court spo rts of 
rncouetb:ill. h:indb :ill , or squash are 
offe red on :in individual basis , in cl:isses, 
/?TOUP clinics, :ind throu gh tourn:iment 
plav. 

Club man:i~er Ke vin York s:iid the 
state of M:iine has long needed a facility 
of this kind. "We think we h:ive pro ­
vided the people in the are:i of Portland 
a place in which they can enjov America's 
faste'L_ growing sport . .. and relax in a 
posh, luxurious atmosphere. We have 
concentrated our efforts on building :i 
totally member -oriented club , with the 
finest :ivailable facilities and amenitie s. 

Membership rat es for th e club :ire $80 
for individuals ; $100 for hu sb:ind and 
wife ; :ind $10 for junior member ship s. 
Court fees v:iry from $ 4 to $ 6 per hour 
depending on time of day, but pcrm :incnt 
court time reservation s can be made at re­
duced rates . 

RACQUETBALL 



It's unfortunate that the sport of rac ­
quetball and the phi losophy of The 
Fo11ntain of Yo11th were not around for 
poor Po nce de Leon . 

Our staff at the new F 01mtain of Y 011th 
Court Club and Health Spa in Whit e 
R iver Jct., Vermon t, wou ld say, with 
grins on their foces, that he actually ap­
proached the fabled fountain wi thout eve r 
knowing it. For they know that goo d 
health requires good exercise . And that is 
one thing that de Leon mu st sur ely have 
gotten. 

Racquetball is a sport tot:illy new to 
our area. However, N:inc y :md I were 
enthusiastic about the game and optimist ic 
as to its future. A few facts will strong ly 
support that optimi sm . 

We opened the Fountain of Yo11th on 
Ma rch l th is year with a tota l of 2 S 
members . After on ly thre e months spe nt 
in introducing th e sport, member ship is 
now over 200. 

We design ed the complex so ex pan sion 
from our cu rrent thre e court s could easily 
?e accomplished. And already we :ire look ­
mg forward to the time when we will be 
a_ble to host a major pro tournam ent . The 
~•rst_ ~hree months of operation h ave surel y 
1ust1f1ed thi s confidence. 

Al though basica ll y we are a rural Ver­
mont commu nity ( Th e Fountain of 
Youth is bu ilt on the land of the da iry 

h
f~rm where I was raised as a boy ), it is a 

•ghway hub of the entire Northe:i st. 
Popu lation wi thin :i fifteen mi le r:idius 
exceeds 50,000 . Dartmou th C ollege 
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of Youth 
wi th its fine arts center lies just five miles 
up the Connecticut River. 

The Fottntain of Yo11th is an 8,000 
square foot, complete , air-conditioned 
facili ty, with special emphasi s on health 
through enjoyable participation in sports . 
Compl emen tin g the thr ee racqu etball 
courts arc two light ed outdoor tenn!s 
cour ts. Outdoor activities :ire further en­
couraged with hors eback riding in the 
summer , and snow -mobilin g and 1ce­
sb ting in the winter . 

The facility has two exercise rooms 
e11uipped with the latest Universal exe r­
cise equipment available . Both locker 
rooms pro vide saunas and Rom an baths . 
The staff includes fully trained and pro ­
fessional per sonnel to draw up individual 
he alth pro gr:ims for members. A para ­
profe ssional staff is also maint ained at all 
tim es to orovide games for memb ers 
coming in alone. 

Th ere is a supervised nur sery where 
memb ers can le:ive their young children 
whi le enio ying :i game of racquetb:i ll. A 
comfortab le loun ge provides memb ers 
with cour t view in~. poo l t:ibles, and :i 6-
foot by 4 -foot wide -scree n TV . 

If Ponce de Leon were to return. to 
search in the Green M ou111ains for his 
fount:iin. there's a oretty good chance 
we'd see him . Whether he traveled I -89 
or I -91. he would find bur one place 
where the se routes cross and where he 
co uld find rhc answer for all his needs ­
gas and oil for his horses . food and resr 
in :i How :ird Tohnson 's Motor Lod ge aud 
R estaurant w ith indoor poo l and loun ge, 
th e largest shoo of hand -cra fted i;ifrs in 
the state. a custom lea the r boutique. and 
manv ot her~. And, he would also find in 
this oas is of rhc modern hi ghw ay sy rem 
The Fo11ntai11 of Y o11tli. 

RIBBON CUTTING ceremonies with, from 
the Jett, Jim Young, Sue Cirk l , Sheldon 
Dimmick, and owners Nancy and John W. 
Brown. Shane and Chr is make use of 
the chi ldren 's p lay room, and c lub pros 
Bert Moffet (left) and Mike Cain try out the 
front w all . Exercis e equipment in the 
lower pho to was furnished by Universa l. 
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Building new courts this year? 
R2 Inc. has perfected F. R.C. and the 
total playing surface for all types 

of court construction. 
F.R .C. means Fiberglass Reinforced Concrete . It co mbin es th e playab ili ty or 

co ncrete with high dur ab il ity . On ly R2 Inc. has i t . 
F.R.C. costs far less than panels and is much mo re durable than p last er. All 

of thi s w i th no or low maint enance means a mu ch low er t ota l cost. We 
have installed ove r 100 cou rt s throughout th e U.S., each with com­

p lete cus tomer sati sfact ion . 
R2 Inc. sells, cus tom designs and insta lls the entir e F .R.C. p lay ing 

surfa ce and comp le te R2 co ur t systems. 
Hardwood Floors are specia lly designed for handbal 1-racquetbal I 

court s. Th ey are not ju st gy m fl oo rs. 
Ceilings are specia l ly designed with the R2 acoustical 

feature and are avai labl e with F.R.C. 
Doors, lights and glass are al I designed fo r R 2 cou rt use. 
R2 co urt s, bo th indoor and outdoor, are designed for 
excel lent p layab ility on al l surf aces. Instal lation s are 

rnade by R2 tr ain ed per sonnel and carry a fu ll 
wa rran ty . 

We also sell , design, instal l and repair pane l 
and o th er co urt systems. 

P.O. Drawer 13415 
Gainesvil le, Florid a 32604 

(904 ) 373 .5539 

P.O. Box 35846 
Houston, T exas 77035 

(713) 729 -4071 
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In an interview with a world -champion, one wou ld hard ly expect to 
hear him say, "I went three weeks straight without winning a 
match , going into the (internat ional) t ournaments." In the follow­
ing interview by Tom Mc Kie, Jerry H ilech e r, IRA's world's cham­
pion professional racqu etball player talks about winni ng and 
losing, and some of the th ings he does about bo t h. Hileche r servi ng to Strandem o. 

By T om McKi e 

Tom McK ie- Jerry, we know th is h as been a bu sy year 

for you. You hav e beco m e engaged; you graduated 

from the Univ ersity of Mis souri; and you have won the 
profes siona l ra cqu etball's world champio nship , but tell 

us something about tho se years leading up to the com­
petition in Chattanooga. 

ferry Hileclzer-Mo st of my life ha been spe nt in St. 
Lou is. I was bo rn in Chi cago, but we mov ed when I 

was about five-years -old , so my hig h schoo l yea rs w ere 
spent in St. Louis , and m y college yea rs were at Co­
lumbia and St . Loui s. 

Tom-Diel you start play ing racq uetba ll at th e univer­
sity, or before? 

ferry-Dad, my broth er and r would play at th e JCCA 

-mostly during th e summ er. D ad would take us. I was 
about ten at the tim e and racquetbal l was just recrea­

tion. I enjoy ed playing w ith th em , but r didn't take the 

game serious ly. It was just on e of a number of spo rts . 

Tom-That wa s eleve n years ago, and of cour se there 
were no nat iona l tournam ents at that tim e, but you 

were old enough to ent er th e first TRA nationals. Did 
you? 

f erry-No. I played in the seco nd one, howev er. It was 

held in St. Lou is, at the JCCA , a nd on hom e cour t . I 
remember r play ed against K en P orco, and he was nice 
enough to let m e stay in th e game. He didn't let me 
emba rr ass myse lf. 

Tom-How old w ere you then? 
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ferr y- I was 15 th at year . Tt was at th at time I got in­
vo lved with the ga m e. T was playing pretty w ell, and 
enjo yed it. That wa s the year Porco and Mike Zc itman 
won the double s. [ loo ked at Zeitman as an idol. 

Tom - And Mik e was on hand to referee your cham­

p ion h ip match at Chattanooga . . . 

Jerry- Y es. [ thoug ht about Lhat after the match. Both 
he and Porco wen : at the nationa ls this year. [t made 
th e d ay Lhat mu ch nicer. vVhen tho se tw o g uys won the 

national doubles at th e seco nd IRA champion ships , it 

w as kind of lik e a d ream . 

Tom - Since that eco nd IRA tournament you have im­

proved eac h year ... ? 
Je rry - Actually. f have done pretty w ell in each of the 
IRA tou rnam ent s, but of cour se, T ha ve impro ved along 

th e way . At th e third int erna tionals at Salt Lake T met 
Bill SchmidLkc and lo ·t to him in the qu arte rfinal s. 

The Salt Lake eve nt was th e fir st away-from-home 

tourn :11'nent I attrndcd. and it was th e first I had 

tr ained for. Until then. racquetba ll was just a lot of fun. 
goo d exerc ise. but no more so than any ot her spo rt . But 
fo r thi s one - in Uta h- I was psyched up. I had worked 

for iL, and I kn ew how I stoo d again t oth er St. Louis 
player . f w1..·nt to Salr La ke expecting to do well. T 

g uess that was good. because I h ad a lot of confid ence. 
I dicln 'r k11ow the ot lin playe r. I had never played 

SchmidLkc. H e w:i ran ked in the top eig ht. H e went 

on to win it, but when [ played him . I didn't think he 

was that mu ch. I beat him th e fir st ga m e of the match , 

2r-9, and when f walked off th e court I was feel ing 

Conlim1ccl 0 11 next page 
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Jerry Hilecher , at right, 
in typ ica l pre -serve posture . 

In photo at far right 
Jerry 's fiancee shows 

evidence of proper 
upbring ing (one will note 

she is holding the check) . 
Below: Jerry and Tom 

discuss the championship 
finals . 

Continued from preceding page 

pretty good, but not with th e feeling of an upset. Ju st 
a win . I didn't know who he was, really. 

All of a sudden I saw about 15 player s gathe red 
around him, throwing all th ese suggestions at him, and 

nobody was talking to me. It was kind of weird -a ll 
those people-then the nex t strange thing I saw was a 
ceiling ball. My first. And when you have nev er seen 
one befor e you Jon't know what to do with it. Th e 
nex t two games weren't too close! 
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Tom-You' ve mentione d other sports several times, 
Jerry . Which others do you c.:njoy? 
Jerry-In hig h school I sta n c.:d playing occcr and go lf . 
As for conditioning soccer wa~ perfect . l n racq uet bal l 
you are constantl y moving, and the same thing is true 
of soccer. 

Tom - If soccer im proved you physically, wo uld you 
say that golf helped you menta lly .. . ? 
Jerry- Y es! Golf is a game where you must have com­
plete concentration . Golf helped my racquetball game, 

anc.l racqu etball ha s probabl y l1elpcd my go lf . Back 
then , howeve r, I cou ldn't conc entrate on racquetball. 

And in golf I was throwing my clubs aro un d. I think 
th at if I go back to golf, I'll be a much betre r player 
simp ly becaus e I now ha ve mu ch better me ntal contro l 
th an I did then. 

Tom - This year dictates that you sta rt making a num ­
ber of changes in your life style. You now have a col­
lege degr ee, so there's no more schoo l fo r a while. And 
you have a champi ons hi p ti tle. Both arc go ing to make 

some new demands of you . 
J erry-1 feel my choice of stu dies was go od. I majored 
in eco nomi cs and minored in marketing and psychol ­
ogy. Lately I have talk ed with some peop le along the 
lin e of putting both of these major fit:lds of stud y to 
some use ... and in the racqu etball world . I have sev­
eral tentative ideas about what I would like to do, but 

nothing has been settled , or decided. 
T have talked with-am talking with-Ektelon 

about working for them as a player repre sent ative . 

Tom - For thi s summ er? 
Jerry-Fo r a fu ll time job. They arc as in terested in my 
degree as they are in me as a player. So, I'm glad th e 
ckgn:c is in business - economics and marketing. Oc.:ing 
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out of school is a different feeling from past summers. 
All of the sudden it hit s you, knowing you're not going 
back to college at the end of August . 

Tom-Your security blanket is gone? 
Jerry-Yes -yo u don't realize it at first, and maybe it 
still hasn't hit me, but it is creeping up , on me. When I 
was in college I didn't worry about a full time job, and 
now, inste ad of rushing into a summ er job I will wait 
for somet hing more suitabl e. Something permanent. 

Tom -W hat are some of the longer range plans that 
you're considering? 

Jerry- Because I enjoy the sport of racquetball and be­
lieve in its futur e, most of my thinking has included 
the sport. I am interested in ownership, or part owner­
ship of a club. I have thought about management - in 

terms of managing a chain or, at least seve ral clubs. But 
at the same time, I do not want to be tied to one club 
all of the time, as I've seen other pro-managers do. 

They are in the club nine or more hours a day. If 
they keep their game sharp they mu st stick around an­
other two hours. That is a lot of togetherness, and I 
think this is something I'd rather avoid. 

I wou ld like to stay close to th e sport. Possibly with 
an equipment company. As a coordinator of activities 
for several clubs. Mayb e as an inv esto r, or part owner. 
These are a few of the ideas I have. 

Tom-Many people would think being a club pro 
would be a perfect setting for a professiona l player, but 
I agree that a player can go "stale." Right now you are 
in great condition, and considered one of the hardest 

hitting players in the league. How do you account for 
the fact that you hit so much harder th an mos t ? 
Jerry- ! th in k most of it is due to the manner in wh ich 
I learned the game . Consider some of the ·other St. 
Louis players. Most of them are hard hitters: Steve 

Serot, Marty Hogan, and the up-coming Ben Koltun. 
All four of us started when we were very young, and 
young players have more confidence in swinging 
harder. Power seems more important to them , whereas 
older players want to conserve their strength, and de­

velop more of a controlled game . 
Players from St. Louis arc all serve and shoot. All 

of us have good serves. We arc hard hitters, and we are 
all shooters. Pa rt of it goes with our ages. Phil Smith , at 
the JCCA, advised Serot and me, and most of the other 
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players . He started us on programs, and he emphasize d 
timing. None of us is particularly strohg or heavi ly 
muscled at all, but with proper timing we can get a lot 
of power into the ball. Very litt le arm movement is 
needed for power; it is just where you are hitti ng, 
where the point of contact is made, and your wrist. 

He (Phil Smith) stressed the wrist. He always had 
us snapping our wrists, hitting the ball 0ut in front of 
us and getting down low and moving into the ball. If 
you do these things you arc going to hit the ball hard. 
The players who wait for the ball to come to them and 

sw ing with no wrist are not th e power hitters. If you 
watch us play our stroke we are just about scraping the 
floor with the racquet. \Ne have a full swing and a long 
follow -through and are snapping the ball right in our 
lead foot. 

Tom - You have always had great support from your 
family. I'm su re you have found this to be a big help . . . 
Jerry- It is kind of different. I think my family travels 
to more tournaments than anybody's. Dad especially. 
H e really enjoys the game. And I feel it is good for him 
to see what I am doing. He is interested in the sport, 

and in me ... 

Tom-Has this been a help to you? 
Jerry-It has sometimes , and it hasn't at others. Rac­
quetball is a big men ta l thing, and you have to keep 
everything in the right perspective. I think I have 
grown more mentally in this past year than in any 

other single year. I think I have matured a great deal 
this past year. So. when you ask whether having your 

family at a tournament helps , I think the answer de­
pends on what stage of the game you are in. 

In the beginning it was always nice to have the 
rooting section along. It added momentum. But the re 
is a point in the game where all of your concent ration 

is within the court, and you aren't aware of the root­
ing. Mayb e-i n the back of your mind you might hear 
som e- but it isn't that important then. And there was 
a stage when I think their being at the court was a little 

added pressure on me to perform better, and at that 
rage the pressure probably outweighed the benefit of 

th eir cheering. But , how do you see the change de­
vdop? 

I could always face defeat , but it hit harder with 
dad th ere. [ couldn't help freling 1 hadn't gi\ ·en him 
what he wanted. and there was a stagt· during which I 
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would d o be ttn wh en h e wa n ' t at a tourn am ent. 

I d on' t kn ow if that had any thin g to clo with it, 

but I :1lways felt bett<.:r ca llin g hom e and say in g I ha d 

won , kno w ing th ey would be feeling goo d ; :rnd I k new 

I wo ul d n't fed as bad ly if I ca lled th em u p and told 

th em I had lo t, as I wo uld have hacl th ey bee n watc h ­

in g. 
Bu t, at th e pr esenr stage , neith er of th ose feel ings 

is th e sa m e. It is no lo nge r a p ressur e-a nd it neve r w as 

to o mu ch pr essure -a nd in loo kin g bac k , I don 't think 

I wo uld have had it an y oth er way . 

T om-W hat type of player g ives you th e mo t tro ub le? 

Jerry- T hat's hard to answe r. Lately, no type has been 

g iving m e a har d tim e. A shoo ter, like my self, if he is 

hot will g ive me a hard ti m<.:, but I like.: to thin k I w ill 

out shoot him and k eep up w ith him . 

T om - V-lou ld yo u rath er play a shoo ter o r a cont ro l 

pl aye r ? 

Jerry-- 1 th ink I wo uld r athe r play a fl a iler, and for 

sur e, !"cl rat her pl ay a slow co n trol-p layer. A slow co n­

trol -pl aye r ta kes so· mu ch rim e fo r a stro ke th a t it gives 

yo u tim e to get to th e front wa ll befo re the ball gets 

th er<.:. Th at type is icleal fo r m e. I am abk to d rive th <.: 

ba ll to him before he is read y. H e isn ' t able to hi t w ith 

th e contro l he lik es. 

A fla iler g ives you a lot of set-up s. H e may beat the 

av erage pla yer ju st on rhe str engt h of powe r, but a top 

pla yer bea ts him th roug h helter co urt kn ow led ge­

bette r d ecisions as to w het her to kt th e ball go to th e 

bac k wa ll or to cu t it off. A ncl w hat to d o w ith ir. w hen 

he sho ots. 

In con tra stin g the abilit y o f a top co ntr ol pla yer­

such as Brumfi eld , a lthoug h I have be at en him w hen I 
wa s ho t- with mo st shooters, yo u'd hav e to admit th e 

co ntrol pla yer has the ed ge. AIHI, if Brumfi eld is pla y­

ing an average gam e, and I' m pla ying onl y :111 average 

ga m e, I'd sa y he- or anoth er sim ilarl y top co ntr ol 

pla yer- wo uld p roba bly bea t m e. 

In thi s sense I think m y own ga m e is turnin g m ore 

toward a co nt ro lled ga m e. I am chang in g a linlc , and 

n ot ju st for th e fir st quick shor. I think you 'll s<.:e me 

pla ying a m ore balanced g am e, thi s year, and I w ill be 

abl e to bea t m os t shoo ter s reg ul ar ly, as w el l as some o f 

th e top co ntr ol-pl ay er s. 

Tom-Wh at ad vise w ould yo u hav e fo r a beg innin g 
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pla yer, say a yo un gste r. or a wo m an ? 

f erry- It de pend s on the ir goaL. Tf th ey wa n t to p la y 
racqu etba ll fo r the pure en joyment o f it, fine. Do n' t 

wo rry abo ut it. Th ey sho ul dn ' t worry abou t r u11n ing, 

o r jogging, o r \-ve iuh t l if tin g , u n less they also enjoy 

these thi ngs . 

And T wou ld n ' t pu sh a young pla ye r-a nd T'm 

talk ing abou t th e age of ten to th irte en- into ta k ing 

the game seriou sly. o r pla ying it any m ore th an he h ap­

pen . ro \•Va nt to . If I Ind been pu shed , I mig h t 11ot have 

stayed w ith t he game. If T had bee n p res ured to ru n 

th ree mile s a d ay, or lift we ig h ts, for sur e I wou ld never 

have kept it up . I'd ay the be t thing for the younger 
pla yer i~ for h im to p lay just as mu ch a he lik e . Then , 

when he is read y. kt h im see k advi ce from o ld er play ­

ers, r:1ther tha n for th em to say to h im, " Loo k , yo u' re 

d oing thi s w rong .. . o r tha t \.vrong ." 

If a youn ge r p la yer wan ts to improv e hi s ga m e, 
he' ll notice that he is d o i11g som eth i11g wro ng, a nd he 'll 

be able to see k advi ce. H e' ll ask qu est ions like.: "th is or 

that part of my game is givi11g m e pr oblem . H ow do 

I correct it ?" 

Tom - So, yo u a rc aying d on 't pu t a lot o f p ressur e on 

the k ids: let rhem ma tur e :1t t heir own pa ce ? 

Jerry-Of course. A t th irt een a11d f ourtccn the youn g 

p laye r is sti ll grow ing . T hey a rc st·arti 11g to m a tu re 

p hysica lly, bu t th ey d on ' t h,1vc the coordi 11at io n and 

body, and mu scles rea d y. To ask too m uch wou ld ki ll 

their i11tcrest. I en joyed the game at tha t age, and I 

thi nk rhat is w h y I enj oy it now . If I had fou nd some ­

th ing else at that age, th ere is no way I would be p lay­

ing now. 

As fa r as pr act ice goes, if they wan ! to improve 

th eir game s, I' d sugges t th ey just h it set-up s. Ea sy set ­

up s, and to w ork on their rimin g, lxcau se tim ing is the 

m ost imp orta n t pa rt o f the g :une . You a rc no t g o ing to 

do a n ythi ng u nt il yo u can take a set- up an d shoot it 

95 perce nt of the t im e for a ro ll-ou t ... and a w in ner. 

Th e top p layers- in cludi ng m yself- do th is, and that is 

about all. 

T w arm up: fo r hal f a11 hour f m ay hi t bas ic su-up 

shots th at an y beg in ner should be ab le to hit . n u t, those 

:ire th e thi11gs yo u just ca n' t get enoug h pr act ice w ith . 

T hey arc bas ic. Th ey co uldn 't wo r ry abou t th e fancy 

Z-ba lls and fa ncy serves. T hese shots wi ll come to th em 

lat er. Let them work on bas ic fo rehan d :ind bac kh and 

kill shots. Later they ca n m ove to m ore diff icul t shots. 
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Tom-You have recently added some bulk . Is there any 
special diet you use? 

Jerry- I ha ve had trouble gain ing and holding my 
weight. After graduation thi s sp ring I was at my 

light est weight in the last two yea rs. My stamina wa s 
low. T wou ld be tired after my first game, so when I 
went to San Diego I just ate and ate and ate. Steve 
Strand emo and I wer e working out toget her. Steve is a 
real health food nut and I beg an ea tin g healthful food s 

and prot ein drinks. I bought all the fancy protein gar­
bage and gained ten pound s in a week. That , plus 

wor kin g out and liftin g some we ig ht s help ed turn the 

fat into something T would use. r th ink protein food 
and drink s help me the most. J th in k I am in m y best, 
or close to the best condition T could be in. 

Tom - Oth er than diet , and th e pra ctice routine you 

mention ed for young sters, what spec ial training habits 
do you hav e ? 

Jerry- I m ay be mor e uniqu e than man y play ers ... at 

least as compared to tho e who say it is hard work , 
more hard work, and all hard work. For m e, I have to 

be able to enjoy it, otherwise I don 't think I could do 

it. I think if I had to force m yself to follow the training 
of mo st of th e play ers, I wou ldn't be play ing much 
more. 

At the same time, ther e are a numb er of training 

disciplines I follow. But , I enjoy them, too . I usually jog 
a mil e, and sprint at the encl, m aybe the last lap . I hav e 
alway s had a br eathin g problem ... with my lun gs . 

After steady exert ion I wouldn 't be tired, but maybe 

five minut es late r I would still be breathing very hard. 
So, what I do now is to jog abo ut qu art er spee d and 

then sprint for about ten seconds; th en resum e quart er­
speed jogging, and anoth er ten- second spri nt . After a 
mile or two of th at, eve n though you are not exe rting 

yourself too much , your breathing is very rapid and you 

are expandi ng your lun gs. 

As a result , I don't g et w ind ed on th e court lik e I 
used to. Too, the sp rin ts ar e exce llent for your legs . Th e 
constant movement is sim ilar to racqu etball. You can 

feel the wear on your legs when you jog :rnd sprint, 
alternately . You get more good out of a mile this way 
than you would be jogging thr ee or four mil es. I don't 
think I have ever jogged mor e than two miles at any 

one time in my life. Som e guys will jog ten mil es a clay, 

but I don't think it's th e right exerc ise for racqu etball, 
at all. 
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Tom - How did you feel m entally and physically going 

into th e nationals? 
J erry-T didn't expect too much. I went to San Diego 
befo re the national, and for two weeks played Steve 

Strandemo every clay, playing an average of two and a 
half hours a day. After three days m y arm felt like it 
was falling off, and I don't think I won a match during 

the entire two weeks. 
It wasn t that I was playing so poorly, but every­

body was beating m e. M y confidence was kind of low 
at the time , so I went home a few days early, and got 

beaten in St. Lo uis. Just befo re the nationals I had gone 
three stra ight we eks without winning a match. I didn't 

expect too much go ing into th e tournament . 
I had always played w ell with the Vitt ert ball, and 

this helped my confidenc e some. In the first round I 
was pr ett y skepti cal about what I could do. But, as I 

began playing, and as my serves started coming in­
and this is the most important part of my game- I be­
g:111 to think nobody could touch me so it was just a 

power ga m e, power serves an d I really felt nobody 
coul d re turn the serves. All I had to do was serve the 
ball, and I would be making poin ts. As the tournament 

prog ressed I saw th e final win as a real poss ibilit y. It 

beca m e feasib le. 
I thought during th e nationals at Chatt anooga , as 

a whole, I pbyed the best I ever h ave as a complete 
tournam ent. I felt very much in control just about all 
of th e tim e. Ther e were a few mental lapses that 1 had 
which would last about four or five po ints . But if that 

is all you hav e to worry about , th en you are doing 

reall y well. 
I thou g ht , in general m y contro l my shooting , 

a nd my serves were about th e best they ever hav e been 

and I g uess that is why I won. 

Jerry- I felt I was thinking quickly. I didn ' t feel slug­

gis h at any time and never felt tired . M y legs fdt great, 
and my arm never tir ed. It wa s just perfect. I couldn 't 
have asked for anything better. Everyt hin g fell into 

shape . 
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CALE:ND~R fOR UPCOMING RACQUE:TB~LL 
AUGUST 

i9-22 ST. LO U IS, MISSOURI -I RA 

sanctioned Pro. T o~r. H osts: L_igi Tucci 

and Town and C ou ntr y Racq ue C lub , 
1777 Des Peres Dr· ve. St . Loui s 63131. 
(3 14) 965 . 7783 . M anag er Jo e Ste phens. 

(See en i ry b lank . pag e 8.) 

SEPTEMBER 
3-6 ST. LOUIS , MISSOURI - Third An • 

nual Miss o ur i o pen . Cas tl e O ak Racq vei 

Cl ub . C onta c t Dan H ilecher . c / o 

CORC . Swingl ey Rid g e Ro ad . C hes·er· 
fie ld . M o . 63017 . (3 14) 469 . 1989. 
18-19 FALMOUTH, MAINE - Har vest 
Time O pen i ou rna-nent. Down East 

C our t C lub . Rouie On e Falrnou i h. Me. 

Bob Fo lsom , sl ate cha i r,nan, 207-773• 
2981. 

OCTOBER 

9- 10 WATERVILLE , MAINE - M ai ne 

c losed t ou rna men t , A and B. \N at 9rv ille . 

YMCA. Boo Fo lsom , state chaw n an. 
Recreati on Depart --.ent , Un;versit y o f 

M oine . 96 Fa,~ :>vrn Str ee t Po rt arid 

Me . 04 103. Res 207- 773-48 03 : o ffic e 
773 .298 1. 

~ae,~tdate 
ffl,~a7-uee 

deadtiH-ea 

29.31 HOUSTON , TEXAS - IRA !n;er. 

;i atio na l Associa tio n's r, en':; cham pio n· 

ship dou b les to..:rnari enf. Pro. di v ision 

o ffered fo r first li r1e . Downto wn Y ~/i CA . 

See pag e 10, 1his issue, for ent ry bla nk. 

NOVEMBER 

19.21 WARREN , OHIO - IRA Mo s• 

re• ·s doubl es inv itat iona l. W rit e IRA 

head o L-arte rs. Da llas Te xas. reg arding 
infor r, alion needed fo r invi tat ions. 

19-21 PENN STATE UNIVERSITY -

Nmany Lio ri O ,:,en. LL.ke St. Ong e , di ­
rect o r. Box 193, Ce ntre Ha ll, Pa. 16828 . 
8 14- 364 • 1482. 

20-21 PORTLAND , MAINE - Turkey 
Fest Op en. Uni v ersity o f Maine C o n· 

tact Bob Folsom, stare c hair man , 96 
Falmo uth Stree t , Po rt land . M e. 041 03 . 

JANUARY 1977 

8-9 UMPG , PORTL AND , MAINE -

lv1aine c iosed sing les: C , novic e 1ad ,es, 
junio rs. C o ntac t Bo b Folsom, s!a le cha=c. 

r,,a n, Un ,versity o f M ain e, 96 Falmou th 

Sr reer , Portla nd Me . 04 103 

J5.i 6 WATE RVILLE, MA INE - M ai ne 

For the January•Febr uary issue (mailed Janu ary 25) , 

closed d oL-b les. C ontact stat e ch airman. 
Bob Folsom , Port land . M e. 

FEBRUARY 

11-13 AUGUSTA , MAINE - Sno Fest 

O pen , men 's A and B. Augus ta YM C A . 
C on tac t sta te ch ai rma n for addi t ional 

inf o rm at ion : Bo b Fo lsom. Po rt land , M e. 

25-27 PENN ST ATE UNI VERSITY -

Pennsylv ania State Cha mp io nships. 
Luke St . Ong e, director , Bo x 193, C en t re 

H all . Pa. 16828 . 

MARCH 
18.20 MEMPHIS , TEN NESSEE - In• 

tercolleg 1ate cha mpio nships. Me mp his 
State Un iversit y. Dr i te Dr . Leroy Fannin g 

for addd iona l inf orm atio n, o r IRA head · 

q L-arter s. Dall as. 

18.20 FA LM OUTH, MAINE - Staie 

o pen champ io nships Dow n East C ourt 
C lub . Ro ut e One Falmo uth, Maine . 

Kevi n Yo rk, manag er. O "' ne rs, Ken A sto r 

and Pele C am pli n. C o nta ct state cha ir• 

man , Bob Fo lsom , Univer sity o f M ai ne. 
96 Fa!r,out h Sr . Portlan d . Me 04 I 03. 
Res: 207-773.480 3. Off ic e . 207-773 
2981 . 

your copy is need ed by December 15. 

For the March -Apri l issue (mal led March 25). 
your copy is needed by February 15. 

For the May-June issue (mail ed May 25) , 
your copy is neede d by Apri l 15. 

For the Jul y-A ugust issue (mailed Ju ly 25 ). 
your copy is needed by Jun e 15 . 

LEACH • SEAMCO 
SPORTSCRAFT 
VOIT • CHAMPION 
SARANAC 
SPAULDING I For the Sep tember-October issue (maile d September 25), 

your copy is needed by Augu st 15 . 

For the November.December issue (mailed November 25). 
your copy is needed by October 15. 

Are you planning 
a change of address ? 

we need is your OLD ADDRESS & ZIP. plus your new one. 

NAME - -
Former Addre ss New 

Former City New 

Former State New 

O~ No. New Zi p No. 

72 

Wholesale to 
YMCA'S , Pro S_hops & 
Sporting Goods Stores 

All Merchandise in Stock 
for Immediate Shipment 

Racquetball Trophies in Stock 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR 
WHOLESALE CATALOG 

RACQUETBALL 



that 
Introducing a racquetball 

will top any ball you've ever played. 

AMF Voit 
is rolling out its 
hot new Roll 
Out "' racquet­
ball. 

Here's an 
I.RA -approved 
ball that will 
out-bounce, 
out -rebound, out-perform any ball 
around . 

Prove it to yourself with a good 
old-fashioned drop test. Those extra 
inches of bounce promise the livellest 
game you've ever played . 

But the Roll Out is more than 
just a hot ball . For one thing , it's more 
accurate because it's rounder. Hold it 
up against the ball you've been using 
and you'll see the difference immedi­
ately . Other balls tend to bulge at the 
"poles" which makes them bounce 
erratically and wobble in flight . Which 
can mess up your best shots. 

The Roll Out ball, on the other 
hand, is formed in precision molds 
which produce not only a rounder but 
al so a better balanc ed ball because the 
wall thickness is more uniform. 

The result is a precision ball 
that lets you play your very best game. 

The Roll Out is also tops in 
durability . Super strong seam con ­
struction virtually eliminates the 
major cause of ball failure . 

Exhaustive comparison testing 
proves the point. Using a modified 
pitching machine set to deliver balls 
at 90 mph against a concrete target, 
we measured the failure rate of the 
Ro ll Out ball against two versions 
(g reen and black) of the most popular 
ball in use today. The results were 
outstanding: after 500 repetitions , 81 

percent of the green balls had broken. 
And the black version was just 
slightly better with a failure rate of 
56 percent. 

By comparison, only a scant 8 
percent of th e Roll Out balls failed 
prior to 500. Concrete proof that the 
rugged Roll Out ball will be around 
long after the others have split . 

'lb put our great new ball into 
play, there's also a complete line of 

AMF Voit Roll Out racquets and 
accessories. You'll find the same top 
quality built into our aluminum and 
fiberglass racquets. racquetball bags 
and racquet covers. Plus pro-quality 
shorts and shirts for on-the-court 
comfort and distinctive good looks 
w_herever you go. 

Give the game your best shot 
with Roll Out. A great new top per­
formance ball.. .and a top-notch line 
of equipment. All designed to bring 
out the best in you. 
AMF Voit, 3801 South 
Harbor Boulevard, Santa 
Ana, California 92704. Voit 






