












































tournament of the americas: results

U.S. Racquetball Team
earns 10th Tournament of
the Americas Cup

Tammy Brockbank upsets veteran
teammate Laura Fenton ... Brian
Rankin beats national champ Michael
Bronfeld

The U.S. National Racquetball Team brought
home both individual and team gold from the
10th Annual Tournament of the America’s held
in Cali, Columbia, April 1-7. The U.S. squad
was made up of current world, national and
Olympic Festival champions - all seeking a
tenth consecutive U.S. national team win
against some of the toughest competition in the Pan
American Racquetball Confederation. Top athletes
from twelve countries tried for the cup, but the U.S.
held on to it.

Tammy Brockbank, a former junior and intercollegiate
champion from Boise, Idaho was successful in defeating
seasoned veteran, Laura Fenton of Lincoln, Neb. in the
women’s singles final game 15-12, 15-13. Taking third
and fourth places, respectively, were Malia Bailey of
Norfolk, Va. and Canadian team member Christine
VanHees.

In men’s competition Brian Rankin, ‘95 national singles
bronze medalist from Springfield, Mo. beat current
national open singles champion Michael Bronfeld of
Carmel Valley, Calif. in a narrow tiebreaker, 4-15, 15-
12, 11-10. Taking third and fourth places respectively
were Derek Robinson of Indianapolis, Ind. and
Canada’s Mike Ceresia.

In doubles the U.S. was also victorious with the team of
Bill Sell of Huntington Beach, Calif. and Adam Karp of
Santa Ana, Calif. defeating the Mexican team of Alvaro
Maldonado and Eduardo Gonzalez 10-15, 15-12, 11-3.
On the women’s side,U.S. teammates and current
national doubles champions Michelle Gould of Boise,
Idaho.and Cheryl Gudinas of Chicago, Ill. defeated the
Mexican team of Rosie and Lupe Torres in straight
games of 15-7, 15-3.
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RESULTS
Men’s Open Singles: Brian Rankin (USA) def. Michael
Bronfeld (USA) 4-15, 15-12, 11-10; Derek Robinson
(USA) def. Mike Ceresia (Canada) win by forfeit.
Women's Open Singles: Tammy Brockbank (USA) def.
Laura Fenton (USA) 15-12, 15-13; Malia Bailey (USA)
def. Christine Van Hees (Canada) 15-9, 15-7.

Men’s Doubles: Bill Sell/Adam Karp (USA) def. Alvaro
Maldonado/Eduardo Gonzalez (Mexico) 10-15, 15-12,
11-3; Gonzalo Amaya/Juan Carlos Tapias (Bolivia) def.
Antonio Yamin/Ralph Reinhort (Venezuela) 15-13, 15-6.
Women'’s Doubles: Cheryl Gudinas/Michelle Gould
(USA) def. Rosie Torres/Lupe Torres (Mexico) 15-7, 15-3;
Maria Fda. Romero/Jakc Parado (Bolivia) def. Virginia
Pacheco/Lucia Sapere (Argentina) 15-5, 15-12.

FINISH BY COUNTRY

Overall Team Women's Team Men's Team
1. USA 1. USA 1. USA

2. Mexico 2. Mexico 2. Mexico

3. Bolivia 3. Bolivia 3. Colombia
4. Colombia 3. Canada 4. Bolivia

5. Argentina 5. Argentina 5. Argentina
6. Canada 6. Colombia 5. Canada
7. Venezuela 7. Dom. Republic 7. Venezuela
8. Dom. Republic 8. Panama
8. Panama 9. Honduras
10. Honduras 10. Ecuador
11. Ecuador 11. Chile

12. Chile
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Thoerner, Mike Engel over Mike
Glowa, Dan Fowler over Kerry
Graham, Tim Doyle over Brian
Simpson, and by far the closest
match of the first round, Jason
Mannino over a returning-to-form
Ruben Gonzales 11-7, 6-11, 6-11,
12-10, 12-10!

Round Two: Sixteens

The sixteens held a few surprises,
including #16 seed Derek Robinson
taking Cliff Swain to a tiebreaker
before losing the fifth 11-3. And,
not to be outdone by his first round
upset, Mannino was at it again, this
time spoiling Tim Doyle’s run.
Doyle was up 2-0 and big in the
third, but stalled and then lost 14-
12 in the fifth. Mike Ray won in
three over Mike Engel, Monchik did
the same to Sable, and Adam Karp

took advantage of a slowed Mike
Guidry to win in four. In another
surprise, Tony Jelso beat John Ellis
in straight games. And to round out
the evening, Louis Vogel provided
some excitement in his match with
Dan Fowler, where some of the
between-game antics proved to be
more entertaining than the match
itself. Welcome to life on tour!

Quarterfinals

The quarterfinals saw a close match
between Andy Roberts and Tony
Jelso, who played well but was
outlasted by Andy 11-4, 10-12, 11-8,
11-S. The other three matchups
were not as close, with each ending
in straight games. Mannino, visibly
slower from his other two lengthy
matches, was routed by Swain; Mike
Ray played his typical steady pace to

defeat Vogel; and Sudsy Monchik
took Adam Karp out of the tourna-
ment in short order.

Semifinals

The semis headlined the top four
players in the world: Monchik vs.
Roberts and Ray vs. Swain. The
Racquet Club of Pittsburgh was sold
out in anticipation. Although Ray
has had Swain’s number as of late, it
was not to be in this semifinal, as
Cliff won in three straight 11-6, 11-
2, 11-4.

The Monchik/Roberts match-up was
a bit closer, with Andy winning in
four games of 11-4, 10-12, 11-8, 11-
5. Andy was putting away every-
thing he could touch and hoped to
be the favorite going into the finals
on Sunday.
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San Francisco, «
(Golden Gate Bridge, Fisherman's Wharf)
MARCH 15 - 17
MAY 10-12

(With Sudsy Monchik)
JULY 26 - 28
AUGUST 23 - 25

Las Vc?os NV
APRIL 19 - 21
(With Cliff Swain)

Call Now...Don't Wait!
Space Limited!

For Reservations contact:

A Healthy Racquet, inc.
4104 24 St. #426

San Francisco, CA 94114-3615
Phone/Fax (415) 757-0199

RACQUETBALL Magazine

OFFICIAL TOURNAMENTm
EYE PROTECTION

INCLUDES:
¢ Physical, Mental

of the Game
¢ Camp Booklet

e Penn Balls

* And other Amentities

R-BALL

& Nutritional Aspects
* Video Tape Analysis
* Camp Head T-Shirt

HEAD

From Alaska o Aruba with

Fran Darws

The Perfect Vacation for all Seasons...Racquetball Plus!
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Hawaii
(Sun, Fun & Exploring)
APRIL 25 - MAY 2

firvba
(Sun, Fun & Gambling)
DEC.5-12

(With Diana McNab)

Need Help with Your
Game & Can't Get Away for

a Vacation Camp?
call "The Racquetball Hotline"
1-900-772-8824
$2.25 per min./ ge call 4 min ./ ge cost $10.00
Call for Tips from Fran Davis & Diana McNab
on The Physical, Mental or Nutritional
Aspects of the Game.
Must be over 18. Touch Tone Phones Only.
The program will update quarterly.
Your name, address and phone #
will be requested at end
of the program.
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the opposite back corner). By hitting a down-the-
line pass, you force your opponent to travel the
farthest distance to retrieve your shot.

In diagram #2, the cross court pass is the better
shot because your opponent has taken one step
toward your side wall and has left the far side of
the court open. This leaves a down-the-line passing
shot within a single step, and they may be able to
cut it off before it passes them. If you hit a cross
court passing shot, your opponent will have to run
the farthest distance to retrieve your shot.

In diagrams #3 and #4, the pinch shot is the high-
est percentage shot you can hit because your oppo-
nent is behind you in the back of the court. This
makes one of the front corners the farthest point
away from your opponent. Again, you always
want your shot to travel to the farthest point away i ]

from your opponent. Hit the ball into the side wall D’ ag ram 1 Dlagram 2
your opponent is standing closest to; which will
send the ball to the opposite side of the court, or ...
the farthest point away from your opponent.
Again, your chances of ending the rally with this
shot are significantly better.

There is one other basic principle that you must
learn and be disciplined enough to use as an auto-
matic reaction. If you don’t have an offensive
opportunity, go on defense by hitting a ceiling ball.
A ceiling shot will reduce your chances of making
an unforced error and allow you enough time to
regain center court position. The ideal game plan
during any rally should place you as close to the
center of the court as possible, where you will have
a much better chance of retrieving your opponent’s
shots, and you will be better prepared to make
offensive shots.

Always remember this: the optimal game plan
requires that players at any skill level must know
where their opponent is positioned on the court
before they can choose the highest percentage shot. . .
It will take some time and practice on your part to D[ag ram 3 D.lagra m 4
get used to making decisions about which is the

right shot. But if you practice diligently, it can

become an automatic response. Racquetball is a

reat game for everyone to enjoy — good luck with these shot selection strategies. I

“h6pe they bring as much success to your game as they have brought to mine! If

you have more questions concerning shot selection, contact a local certified

ctor or your club pro for help.
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AMERICAN PROFESSIONAL RACQUETBALL ORGANIZATION

T

THE QUARTERLY FOR PROFESSIONAL IN THE BUSINESS OF RACQUETBALL * January - February - March 1996

The following is an excerpt from the current issue of “AmPRO
ClubRACQUET” - a quarterly publication for professionals in
the business of racquetball. The newsletter contains four
sections, entitled: AmPRO INSIDER (for professional instruc-
tors); AmPRO BOTTOMLINE (for club owners & managers);
AmPRO COURTSIDE (for racquetball programmers); and
AmPRO SIDELINES (for racquetball coaches).

The publication is made available to all AmPRO members,
IHRSA clubs, and members of the AARA Court Club Program.
For more information on receiving the quarterly newsletter,
please contact AmPRO Executive Director Michelle Gould
at 208/362-3844.

AmPRO INSIDER Excerpt ...
Whats YOUR Racquetball Plan???

by Mary Lyons, AmPRO Clinician

Racquetball is Dead! We've all heard it, and
some even believe it. In the 70’s racquetball
boomed because it was fast, easy to learn,
fun, and a great workout! So what changed?
Why did racquetball decline in the early 90’s?

It's possible that the novelty of the sport wore
off, but the game certainly hasn’t gotten
slower — in fact, technological changes in
equipment have actually made the game
even faster. Players are still burning 800+ calo-
ries in an hour, adding variety to a workout
schedule, having a great time, and yes, it’s
still easy to learn and loads of fun to play. So,
why the decline? And, why are numbers on
the rise again?

Thesanswer is simple ... programming!! The
70’s club management and construction
philgsopy of “If you build it, they will come”

has long been outdated. A successful racquet-
ball program is exactly that ... a program, not
an accident. A plan ... conceived, refined and
executed by a professional racquetball direc-
tor/programmer.

A racquetball director? ... programmer? And
where would you find one of these? AmPRO!
The American Professional Racquetball -
Organization is an organization dedicated to
developing professional instructors, coaches
and programmers capable of evaluating, plan-
ning and implementing a multi-faceted,
successful racquetball program in any club.

AmPRO Certified Professionals are trained in
three main categories: instruction, coaching
and programming. A two day certification
clinic puts prospective instructors, coaches
and programmers through rigorous on- and
off-court training, where they are taught how
to create and maintain successful, and prof-
itable, racquetball programs.

INSTRUCTOR CLINICS

Attendees are taught the basics of stroke
and swing as well as a consistent method
for teaching those skills. Shot selection,
serve, return of serve, safety, rules and drills
for offensive and defensive shots are
covered at length. Budgeting, record keep-
ing and the benefits versus drawbacks of
private and group instruction for the club
as well as the instructor are clearly
outlined. Consistency, positive attitude and
professionalism are stressed as important
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1999 Pan American es, an event second only to
the Olympics in significance as a multi-sport festival.
Winnipeg hosted the 1967 games (still regarded by
many as the best games to date) but the ‘99 version
promises to be an event well remembered.

The benefits to racquetball are many. By maintaining
our status as a medal sport, our legitimacy is estab-
lished. For our “Olympic Dream” to continue, we must
“show” well in Winnipeg. This will also improve our
chances of attracting new countries to our game. With
Winnipeg’s multi-cultural make-up, we will have a
great opportunity to showcase our game to new
markets. And one of the best advantages in ‘99 will be
television. Broadcast contracts have been signed giving
racquetball the unique opportunity for international
exposure. To this end, negotiations have begun to use
a portable court for the feature matches, which will add
even more in-house spectators to the aired broadcast
numbers.

We have not reached this stage easily. Heavy lobbying
by the International Racquetball Federation (IRF),
Racquetball Canada, and Racquetball Manitoba
helped to keep racquetball in the games. A top notch
local organizing committee was formed not only to
host the ‘99 Games, but several national and interna-
tional events prior. They are being ably assisted by the
IRF and Racquetball Canada.

There are signs that racquetball has already made
significant inroads as a Pan Am sport. At the official
flag raising in Winnipeg last September — attended by
P.A.S.O. members, local dignitaries as well as the
Winnipeg Pan-Am committee — current world cham-
pion Sherman Greenfeld and Winnipeg resident was
invited to raise the flag along with swimmer Shannon
Shakespeare. Another local observance was an illustra-
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y voice cracked like when 1
Mwas in the seventh grade,

my pencil shook in my
hand like when I took the ACT, and

my palms were sweating like when
I asked my wife to marry me.

This strange pubescent relapse
occurred when 1 entered my first
racquetball tournament. I lost in
the first round of the “C” division to
a man with a limp who was 20
years older than me, but that’s not
really why my body was thrown
into a chemical imbalance.

“Mr. Farrell, you play in the loser’s
bracket on Saturday morning,” the
tournament director said.

“OK, I'll be here,” I said.

“Oh, but before you go, you're refer-
eeing the match on court #8 in five
minutes,” he said.

“Excuse me?”

“Yeah, everyone has to referee other
matches in the tournament,” he
told me.

I've only played racquetball on and
off for a few years, and had never
crossed the line of playing in a tour-
nament until the night before. The
tournament was everything [ had
expected - free t-shirt and all the
bananas I could eat. But I didn't
expect to have to officiate.

How hard could it be?

But then I reflected in my mind
about the start of my own singles
match, when I had asked my oppo-
nent: “We play to 15, right?”

That's when 1 fully discovered the
side effects of anxiety.

I was given a doubles match to
referee. My familiarity with doubles

RACQUETBALL Magazine

THE NOVICE

by Matt Farrell

equals that of my knowledge of
Newt Gingrich. I don’t know much,
nor do I care to learn. To make it
worse, the mixed doubles teams I
drew were good. I mean, really
good. They were players who had
played in enough tournaments to
have the gall to expect quality offi-
ciating. How dare they.

I lumbered up to my officiating
perch, which felt like hovering over
the court in a helicopter. I couldn’t
hear and everything echoed. I have
never been so high over a racquet-
ball court, except of course when I
was in high school and a buddy
and I spit on that guy playing
racquetball down at the YMCA.

Play started. Things were going fine.
“5 serving 2,” I said, confidently.

“It’s 2 serving 5,” said one man on
the court.

“Yeah, you're right, my mistake, 5
serving 2,” I repeated.

Play proceeded.

“Side out!” I commanded.

“What?”

“I said ‘Sideout.” I think. It will be a
sideout if it'’s OK with all of you that
is.” Thad just lost control, and it
was only seven points into the first
game.

My voice started to crack.

Play proceeded.

“Short!” I said of one woman'’s first
serve.

“Short?” she said. “That’s two points
you have cost us. I'm counting.”

My pencil
shook in
my hand.

Play
proceeded.

I then noticed that they had pretty
much started to call their own
match at this point. I was only a
formality now.

My palms were in full bore sweat.

Oh, sure, they would look at me
every now and then, but it wasn’t
really to spread holiday cheer, |
deduced. In hindsight, my shoulder
shrug and confused look on dose
calls didn't portray the confidence
becoming of a good referee. I felt,
though, that the shoulder shrug was
a sign of strength, since I really just
wanted to jump off the perch and
run.

The match ended. I apologized to
the four players and left embar-
rassed ... without waiting around to
see if I had to referee another
match, but not without learning a
valuable lesson. It’s easy to sit back
and criticize officiating. A lot of
times the officials don’t get paid
much, if anything. I my case, I paid
$20 to take the abuse.

Everytime a player was disgusted
with his or her shot I wanted to yell
at them: “See, you're not perfect
either.” ButIdidn't.

For my next match, I now have two
handy phrases that 1 will direct
toward my referee: “Yes, ma’am” or
“Yes, sir.”

Matt Farrell is a Communications
Coordinator for U.S. Swimming at the
U.S. Olympic Training Center in
Colorado Springs.































1996 WorLD SENIOR!:

RACQUETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS Y)
AUGUST 27 - 31, 1996 * ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO  § ol

0 0000000000000 0000000909090 S

TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS

SHERATON UPTOWN ALBUQUERQUE
(formerly the Ramada Hotel Classic)

6815 Menaul Blvd. NE

Albuquerque, NM 87110 o
Tournament Rate - $77/Room. For reservations, call
505/881-0000 or Toll Free at 1-800-252-7772.

CLUB VENUES
Tom Young’s Athletic Club
2250 Wyoming Blvd. NE Albuquerque, NM 87112

Midtown Sports & Wellness
4100 Prospect Avenue NE Albuquerque, NM 87110

Kirtland Air Force Base East Gym
Texas and G Streets SE Albquerque, NM

SANCTIONING: The IRF (International Racquetball
Federation), AARA (American Amateur Racquetball
Association), and the NMRA (New Mexico Racquetball
Association). Players must present proof of member-
ship with their International Association; otherwise, an
AA&A competitive license ($20.00 for 12 months) is
required for participation in this tournament.

EVENT DIRECTOR: Gary Mazaroff, 505-266-8960

ENTRY FEES: $100.00 per player, $150.00 total for
husband/wife teamcl $40.00 for non-playing spectator
(includes meals and banquet). Make checks payable to:
World Senior Ra uetb;]ll Championships (WSRC).
ALL FEES MUST BE PAID IN U.S. CU NCY.

RULES & FORMAT: Tournament play follows IRF rules unless otherwise
specified. Round-robin format for qualifying rounds Tuesday through Friday.
Matches consist of 3 games to 11 points. M:gatches are self-officiated. One
tournament point earned for each game point scored, 3 points earned for each
game won, and 7 points earned for each match won. At a minimum, top 8

ualifiers in each age group earn berths in the Saturday Championship Medal
ﬂound. Flight winners are guaranteed a berth. Saturday playoff matches
consist of 2 out of 3 games to 11 points with finals 2 out of 3 games to 15

oints with an 11-point tiebreaker (single elimination). First match times will
Ee available at registration on Monday, August 28.

Tournament play begins Tuesday, August 27, at 7:00 am.
ALL PLAYERS MUST CHECK IN AT REGISTRATION DESK
PRIOR TO PLAYING FIRST MATCH. MANDATORY PLAYERS
MEETING ON MONDAY, AUGUST 26, AT 7:00 P.M.

ENTRY DEADLINE: All registration forms and fees must be received at the
WSRC office no later than AUGUST 1, 1996. Enter early to guarantee a space.

Entries are limited to the first 400. ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS AFTER
AUGUST 1, 1996.

GREAT HOSPITALITY! Pre-tournament reception/Players meeting at the
Sheraton Uptown on Monday evening. Lunch at Tom Young’s Tuesday
through Saturday. Tournament Banquet Saturday evening. Shuttle service

between clubs and Sheraton Hotel. Hospitality Room. Silent Auction to
benefit THE OLYMPIC DREAM. Pre-Tourney Golf Outing.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR VISIT TO NEW MEXICO! _;/’%}

NEWMEXICO  __dbunemy e

ALBUQUERQUE

\

CONVENTION AND VISITORS BURIAU

TOURNAMENT ENTRY FORM. PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION LEGIBLY.

. EVENT ENTERED (ONE ONLY,
First Name Last Name AL (MEN )
Address . 35+ 35+
City State Zip O 40+ O 40+
Country Gender (Circle One) Male  Female 45+ 0 45+
Age As Of 8/27/96 Date of Birth O 0+ Q so+
Home Ph Work Phone (__) 55+ 0 35+
ome Phone ( ) or one ) 60+ ] 60+
- NO ENTRIES ACCEPTED WITHOUT FEE. FEE ENCLOSED: 65+ 0 65+
O Individual - $100.00 3 Husband/Wife - $150.00 [J Non-Player Spectator - $40.00 B ;‘S’I 8 ;‘5’:
Spectator(s) Name(s): ) 80+ £l 80+
PLEASE CHECK METHOD OF PAYMENT. U.S. CURRENCY ONLY. Qs+ D8+
QCheck [JMoney Order [J BankDraft [JVISA [ Mastercard (O Wheelchair [ Wheelchair
Credit Card # Exp. Date PLAYER LEVEL

Add $5.00 processing fee for VISA or Mastercard.

WAIVER: 1 hereby, for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, waive and release any and all
rights and claims for damages I mafr have against the World Senior Racquetball Championships

gletic Club, Midtown Sports & Wellness
International Racquetball Federation, American Amateur Racquetball Association, New Mexico
Racquetball Association, and their respective agents, representatives, successors, and assigns for any

Council, Tom Young’s At

[ Advanced (Open, AA)
[ High Intermediate (A, B)
(] Low Intermediate (C, D)
1 Novice

Kirtland Air Force Base, Other Seeding Information:

and all injuries or damage whether caused by negligence of the above or otherwise.

PARTICIPANT SIGNATURE & DATE

MAIL COMPLETED ENTRY FORM AND FEE TO:
WORLD SENIOR RACQUETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS
P.O. BOX 30188, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87190

ENTRY MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 1, 1996 « ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS AFTER AUGUST 1, 1996
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