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When Spalding teams up with top-ranked pro Mike Ray to design a new racquetball 

racket, you expect big things. And you get them. Like the new Goliath rn -the largest 

racket in Spalding's line-up with a full 113sq. in. of hitting surface . 

Designed to take the abuse of the pros, the Goliathrn is as durable as it is powerful. 

With a cross section that tapers on both the sides and front for ultimate stiffness and 

durability. And backed by a 2-year frame warranty. S'P.AJ..DJNG. 
PROFESSIONAL 

The Goliath™. It's one mean giant! RACKET ORTS 
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Basically, Gregg 

The reports of my death have 
been greatly exaggerated ... 

Retired ? - - no. Taking some time off! -­
yeah . Marty Hoga n has announced he has 
not retired from profe sio nal racquetball 
(Sept emb er/O ctob er Short Serves) but is 
takin g ome time off. He st ill plans to play 
ome events and will continue 10 be visible 

in the racquetball world . 

Aloha, Egan. 
Egan Inoue , former world champion, Lop eighL Louring 
pro, and one of the best-loved figures in Lhe game has 
announced his retiremenl from regular touring. Citing 
his continuing difficulties from his 1991 knee injury, 
Inoue felt Lhat unless he could demand I 00% from his 
body, he would never be satisfied with his play. Part 
owner of E Force Sports and one of racquetball's first 
super-power servers, Inoue has achieved success both 
on and off the court. Inoue plans to still actively par­
ticipat e in various sports, as well as involve himself 
more heavily in Lhe grow th of E Force. Inoue resides 
in Honolulu with his wife Alice . 

Be sure to catch the new Gregg Peck's Basics feaLUre in 
this issue! In an effort to so lve some common training 
problems, former national champion Gregg Peck has 
designed a series of instructional feaLUres matching 
movements from day -to-day activities to the proper rac­
quetball techniques they simulate . Jt seems only filling 
to see Gregg in a racquetball publication since he was 
ranked among the top pro players in the early and mid 
eighties. 
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Bye, Bye, Brian. 
If you've noticed Southern California's Brian Hawkes miss­
ing from recent professional events, it's not because he bas 
been captured by aliens. Hawkes has however been captured 
by the corporate executives. Lured by stability of life off the 
road, Hawkes has accepted a position in investment banking. 

A strong contender on the tour, Hawkes' most recent pro win 
was in 1991 in Toronto. He is best known for his domination 
of the outdoor game for most of recent history. 

Aloha, Woody 
E Force Sports recently announced the signing of Jacksonville's 
Woody Clouse to their professional advisory staff. A diplomatic yet 
sometimes controversial figure on the IRT, Clouse has already used 
his new equipment to upset Mike Yellen in three games in his first 
outing in E Force colors in Chicago. Sharp, thoughtful play and 
tremendous athletic talent have kept Clouse in the IRT top 16 for 
some time, and made him the dominant BI RAK IT player for several 
years. If Chicago is any indication, we can all watch for some big 
wins this year from Clouse. 

Jan uary/February 1993 

Hello, Lauren 
In a year of transition for the WPRA, 
Miarni·s Lauren Sheprow-Echegaray 
will step in as the new exec utive direc­
tor. Fi 11 i ng the position vacated by 
Philade lphia 's Molly O'B r ien , 
Sheprow-Echegaray brings experience 
in marketing and experie nce in pro rac­
quetball. The executive director's posi­
tion is respon sible for the deve lopment 
of the tour schedule. and work with 
spo nsors and host facilities. 
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to have Ruben, 
ndy continue their 

ltb Ektelon," said 
th-; leader in racquet-

ball, E telon proud to be associat­
ed with three of the leading players 
in the sport," 

N~MJ-. g~ '1-p ~ -<.-<. •1 Yl /J fir s1 nmional champ ion~hi p. 
c.J __,J __,J ":::;:, Lyo ns. 34. and M orga n-Pfahler, 37. 

~, A 0./---<. now become the cider 1aIesmen of Ihe • .___,,) y I (._, __,J US Natio nal Icam and their fir5 1 reque 1 
might concern child care. •·w e have three 

No Rc.,;pcct 
T he AARA offic ial s we re worr ied . 

Their wors t nightmares were about 10 come 
tru c--a televised match to a national audi -
cnce IhaI was goi ng 10 be a blowo u1. They 
env isioned a 20-minui e match and all Iho e 
fo lh in cable land fallin g asleep w ith their 
channc.:1 conveners on Iheir laps. No l ! 

Underdo g~ M ary Lyo n · and Susa n 
Mor gan- Pfahl er. who happen to be fro m 
Ihc home tow n of thi~ col umn ist. won the 
AA RA ·s nati onal double!. open charnpi ­
o nshi p in Phoe ni x. defea tin g heavy 
favorit es Jackie Parai so-G ib son and Joy 
Paraiso-McK enzic . 

.. T he TV folk s were w orri cd. They 
had all Ihi s air tim e schedul ed and they 
thought Ihc match wo uld be over in rec.:ord 
tim e;· Lyon s said. "We actuall y saved Ihe 
AARA money. Because we hit the ball so 
slow. they didn·t have to use slow motion: · 
T he Lyon s/Mor gan-Pfahler team won in 
tw o strai ght games. 15- 13. 15- 13 for their 

6 •KILLSHOT 

kid s between us. Mayb e they' ll lei us br ing 
our kid on Ihe road lrip . No one probably 
wanted to sec us win . We don' t rcpre enl 
racqucIball the way i t . played now. M ost 
people beli eve Ihat power players alway 
bca I co nt ro l p laye rs. D urin g our matc h 
wh en Susan missed a shot my advice to her 
was not to hit the ball so hard . People call 
our win an upset . but w hil e w e have n't 
been nat iona l c ham ps, we have been 
among Ihe top fi ni shers since 1983. 

Potpourri 
Herc I was mindi ng my ow n business 

at a rncquc tbal l tournament when 1his lady 
~tart~ quizz ing me about racquet . Before I 
could poi nt her in the ri ght di rection to a 
kn ow ledgeable person she says: " Mik e, I 
hear you know a lot aboul th is game: · 11 
uddcn ly dawned on me thal I was wearing 

a go lf shi,1 which had Mike Yell en·s name 
on the back of ii. I can' t understand how 
she got confu sed. M y stomach do:: n't pro­
trud e as much a Mik e' . 

January/Fe bruary 1993 



I 
' 

I 
'1 

( ---. 

DAN OBREMSKI 
Mens two-time professional singles and World Doubles 

Racquetball Champion. His racquet: ESTCA 



NEUMANN® 
"The TacldfjedTM 

Racquetball Glove ... 
improves control 

and power." 
LEWIS W. MULVANEY 

Neumann Tackified Racquetball 
Gloves add a new dimension of skill 
and confidence to the game. The 
patented Tack.ified palm and 
fingers provide a firm yet relaxed 
grip on the racquet that can 't be 
matched. No other glove can 
give the added control and power 
and get you set for that k.illshot. 

The durability of the Neumann 
Tackified Racquetball Gloves is 
unmatched. This glove lasts game 
after game after game. 

Among the several styles of Tackified 
Racquetball Gloves available, the Gladiator Glove is fast 
becoming the glove of choice by more and more players. In 

addition to the 
Tackified leather palm 
and fingers, the 
Gladiator features a 
patented rugged 
"Knuckle" protector 

'- that helps prevent 
) bruised and injured 

knuckles when your 
play gets aggressive. 

For better racket control and more power, slip on a Neumann 
Tack.ified Racquetba11 Glove next time you're ready to play. 
You '11 see the difference in your game. And I personally 
guarantee your satisfaction. 

k, ~!!LNDCED 
NEUMANN ® TACKIFIEDTM GLOVE co. 

Hoboken, NJ 07030 

Our standard is innovation - not imitation. 
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(Editorial comments) 

Just Like in the Story 
Sometimes Red Riding Hood, Sometimes the Wolf 

Mo s t of the tim e I j usl stagge r 
throug h li fe blindly so engrosse d in 
what co uld be th a t I so mel imes don't 
catch on to what rea lly is. And , thoug h 
idea li s ticaly se llin g yo ur s igh ts on a 
future dream is line, j ust getting through 
the day is lhe rea l acco mpli shment. 

probl em is I fully ex pec t eve ryone else 
to do the sam e. Just like that littl e gi rl 
with the lum inous eyes in the story I 
look lrustingly into every situation. 

But before I claim wide-eyed inno­
cence in every situation I shou ld admit 
that there are a few peop le who would 
prefer to think of me as lhe wo lf. 

out what a newsstand was. He also sa id a 
coup le of thin gs I can ' t print. I'm work .. 
ing on the newsstand concept. 

Th e n th ere are a couple of g uy s 
we've dea lt with that look at me and say 
'"What bi g eyes you have. gra ndma." 
Seem s what I he ar and what they sa y 
don't always jive . Wh at really ge ts me int o trouble 

thoug h is my mouth. or maybe its my 
ear . Or. maybe it j u l Lhe way we tend 
10 do thin gs aro und here . At leas t I'm 
grad uall y lea rning th a t you can't do 
business on a national scale in the high­
tec h ninetie the ame way yo u co uld in 
a mall town in the l 950's. Prob lem is I 
fully intend to catTy ou t whatever I say 
I' m goi ng to . That 's okay, but the real 

Th ere's th e g uy in Flo rid a who 
thought we wanted to take his sub crip­
tion mone y and was n' t impr es ed with 
th e time we we re tak ing to se ttl e his 
acco un t. Act ua lly he didn ' t ca ll me a 
wo lf: he ca ll e d me a two -fac ed 
sc hmo oze r. He did , however. say he 
would probably buy a copy of the maga­
zine on the newsstand if I co u ld ligure 

At any ra te I mi ss the days when 
you co uld do more business on a hand .. 
s hak e and less with a s igned and re .. 
s igned re .. faxe d fax. You can be sure , 
thou gh, that I' m learning you have to 
sign in blood for anything to stick. 

And, by lhe way , what do you have 
in the basket , little girl? 

RACQUETBALL RACQUETS 
Pro Kennex 
Asymmetric so .............................. 179.99 
Graphite ASM 31 ............ - .. ·- .. - ..... 149.99 
Ovation S0 ...... . ..... .......... ...... ....... 119.99 
Extreme so .................... ·- ······-· ..... _ 94.99 

Eide/on 
Eminencc ..............•.•. ·-· ···-· .. ········.239.99 
Strobe ............. - ........ .... ............... _ 179.99 
Xiter ............... _ ............. . - ... -.- 159.99 
Strion.~ ... ··-· ··· ... - ... - ..................... 129.99 
Oesori- ......... ·-· ··········· .. ·•·· .. ···-· ····99.99 
Elantra_ ....................... .... - .......... ....... 79.99 
Aris Midplus ······-·· · .... ...... ........ ....... 149.99 

Estusa 
Obremski ............. . ......... - ...... ......... 189.99 
Pirotech . ....... .... ............... .. _ .......... 149.99 

Transition 
Bad Influence .... ........ ..................... .239.99 
Phase 2 ...................... _ ............... ....... .204.99 
Phase 1 Ultra Lite ............................. 184.99 

Spalding 
Graphite Goliath .. ···- ········ .. ·············159.99 
Graphite Assaull ..................... .......... 109.99 

£ .. Force 
Terminator (Answer) ......................... 159.99 
Predator ................................................. 129.99 

Wilson 
Hammer 2.7 ....... - ..... .................. ·- ····179.99 
Hammer 4.0 ........... - ............................ 149.99 

Head 
Colossus 3000 ...................................... 159.99 
Colossus 2000 ... - ................. ·- ···· ....... ..99.99 
Laserspeed 3000 -·· ·· .. ··············-·······139.99 
Laserspeed 1000 ................................. , . .54.99 

January/February 1993 

GLOVES 
Ektclon Performer Tackilied .... -·· ··-· 13.99 
Ektelon Classic Cabrctta ... -·-· ·· .. ··-· 11.99 
Ektelon All Pro Cabretta ......................... 9.99 
Ektelon Mentor Synthetic ...................... 8.99 
Ektelon Controller Goatskin ............... - .7.99 
Pro Kennex Dominator Pittard Cabrell3 __ 14.99 
Pro Kennex Vision Cabretta _ .......... ... 9.99 
Pro Kennex Tribute Goatskin ......... - .•. 8.99 
Pro Kennex Reactor Synthetic·- ··- ·· 7.99 
Penn Tournament Tackilied .. _ ............ 11.99 
Penn Tournament Select Cabretta ......... 9.99 
Penn Tournament Synthetic .................. 9.99 
Neumann Pro Duratack (Dyna·Tac) ..... 11.99 
Neumann Duratack (RedKDyna•Tac) .... 9.99 
Champion641 Cabretta _____ l0.99 

SPECIAL OFFER! 
For every S 50 of merchandise" 

purchased you receive 3 cans of 
PENN Racquetballs - FREE ! 

•EXCLUDES EJCTELDN EMINENCE 
OFFER VALID THROUGH DECEMBER 31. 1992 

D!DIMIJmfl 
24•HourFaxlino:1-619-225-0640 

HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 8am-5pm PST 
Sal 10am- 5pm PST 

EYEWEAR 
Ektelon lntercoptor .............................. 24.99 
Ektelon Argus ....................................... 23.99 
Ektelon Prism ........................................ 19.99 
Ektelon legion .................................. ... 16.99 
leader Dallas ............. ........................... 19.99 
leader New Yorker ................... ......... 17.99 
Hogan Pro .......... ......... ................. 21.99 
Action Eyes ..... ........ _ ........................... 22.99 

ACCESSORIES 
Ektelon Rubber Grip .............................. 5.99 
Ektelon Cushion Response Grip ........ 3.99 
Tacki-Mac Grip ..... ................................ 4.99 
Ektelon V•Damp .................................... 3.50 
Gamma Shockbuster ........................... 2.99 
Wrist lacer .............................................. 2.99 
Racquetballs ........................................... 2.25 
Thorlo Mens TX 13 ............................. ... 5.50 
Thorlo ladies TC 11 .............................. 5.50 

RACQUET STRING 
Gosen OG· Sheep 16 or 17 Gauge ...... 5.99 
Ashaway Superkill 11 16 Gauge ........ 5.99 
Prince Synthetic 16 or 17 Gauge ....... 5.99 
Ektelon Mag•lite 15l Gauge .............. 5.99 
Ektelon Mirada 16 Gauge .................... 6.99 
Gamma Marathon 15L Gauge ........... 11.99 

--S.Q . 

SHOES 
Eide/on 
Vollus ........................ .......................... 69.99 
Nirvana·---·-··-·· --······················ .. ····· .. 49.99 
Indoor Court 3/4 ........ .......................... 45.99 
Indoor Court low ................................ 39.99 
Stylus Mns/Ldys .............. ·- ······- ······· 35.99 

Mizuno 
CT Supreme High Mns/Ldys ... _ ..... 59.99 
CT Select low Mns/l.dys .. _ .............. 37.99 

Prince 
Court Sport ........ --- ···--····· .. 37.99 
Pro Court .................... ·-····· ........ _ ....... 29.99 

Avia 
299 3/4 Mns/Ldys ................ - ... ··---· ··· 42.99 

Head 
Anatom Graphite Sonic 314 ___ 52.99 

BAGS 
Ek"telon 
Tournament ......................... ............. 44-99 
Sport Courier ................. ·- ·-· .. -···· 37.99 
RTS Express ........ ----· .. ··-·· .. 29.99 

Pro Kennex 
Nitro Pro Travel .... ·-··-·-····· .............. 49.99 
Infinity Pro ..... _ ..... ·-·· ·-- -- 39-99 
Infinity Weekender ·----- 29.99 

PACIFIC SPORTS 
WAREHOUSE 
Formerly FRONTIER PRO SHOP 2750 Midway Drive. San Diego, CA 92110 (6191225·9521 

CAUar.dustyou,\'ISA.MASTTRCAA0.0tOISCDVER. B¥mol. Sffil MONEYOROE.R;noptfsonllcht<u.AOOSIOOFORU.PS,lw,,g.,,druunnc1 2nddlv• .adofl ~ , 1 ~ 
$100.CO o.addlSIOO AK.HI.SllOO.AP O. F P.O. SS.OO.CArtsideru1ddJ't1~u1t,iu. IIAo .. S11111.Pnm,nKM IVI~ Suti,,ct1Dc"'"91-nooc1 . ~ -=-~ 

Kll.l.SHOT•9 



A Pain in the 
Arm 

Tennis Elbow and what to do about it. 

For many profe ssio nal and amateur 
racquetball playe rs. Lat era l Ep ico ndylitis 
or as mo st know it . 'T enn is Elbow· •. is a 
common enemy. Approximately 78% (and 
rising) of ra cq uetball play ers will ome­
time in their sponing career acq uire e lbow 
pain of so me kind. and even more preva­
lent in part-time athletes . 

Th e nam e tennis e lbow derives from 
the hi storical fact that thi s ailment fre­
quently occurs in someone who plays ten­
ni s before becoming well co nditi one d . 
Curr ent sta tistics. howeve r. show that any 
at hlete who uses some unu sual exertion 
involving a grip of the hand with lat era l 
play of the wrist is suscep tible to poss ible 
injury. This of cour!>e would include a ll 
rac quet spo rts but not exclude baseba ll . 
golf. and others . 

The pain or discomfon usually sta n s 
in the lateral or outside portion of the 
e lbow . so metime s on the medial si de 
aggrava ted by gripping and rotating. It is 
certain that any one powerful wrong move­
ment could cause injury, however, the 
majority of the time repeated micro-trauma 
is the culprit. OtJ1er factors involved caus­
ing tenni s elbow are: 

A. Strain or muscle pull of the wri st 
extensor muscles which auach to the later­
al epicondyle of the elbow joint. 

B. Direct trauma or injury from 
impact to the lateral epicondyle bone of the 
elbow joint causing boney contusion 

IO•KILLSHOT 

By Dr. Kelly G. Worth, 
D.C., D.A .B .C.I. 

C. Injury by hyp e r -ex te ndin g th e 
e lbow joint too far, ca using micro -tear ing 
of the tendon shea th 

D. U e o f certain racquet s have also 
been found Lo cause pain in certain play er 
due to the di sper se ment of weigh t being 
detriment al LO the player s biomechanic s. 

"Approximately 78 % 
(and rising) of racquet­
ball players will sometime 
in their sporting career 
acquire elbow pain of 

k . d ,, some 10 ••• 

Although most cases of tennis elbow 
or elbow pain is usually associated to some 
sort of trauma, there is always the poss ibil­
ity of referr ed pain. In many cases patients 
with misalign ed cervica l vertebrae in the 
lower portion of their spine would receive 
referred pain down their arm to the elbow 
joint and sometimes to the wrist and hand. 
Carpal-Tunnel sy ndrome will also refer 
pain up into the elbow on different occa­
sions. 

Many chiropractic sports physicians 
believe that in patients with tennis elbow 
there is always involvement of the lower 
cerviothoracic plexus . This area is where 
all the important nerves exit the cervical 

spi ne and trave l dow n the upper extremity . 
Th e main nerve are the median, ulnar , and 
radial nerve . Since the nerves arc the elec­
tric a l pathw ays of pain and sensation it is 
easy to und erstand how pinch ed nerves or 
nerve interfere nce in any part of the spine 
can refer such pain dow n these comp licated 
ne rve path way mimi c king tru e tenni s 
e lbow symptoms. 

Unfortun ate ly, this is where problems 
arise . More of ten than not, the athlete will 
jump the gun and receive improper treat­
ment (co rtisone shots, medication. and even 
cer tain therapy) when o ther undetermin ed 
factors are actually involve d . thi is only a 
letd own to the athle te who is only trying to 
get better. Proper diag nos is is a must in ten­
ni s e lbow patients and finding the exac t 
cause ce rt ai nl y is importan t in ord er to 
prop erly treat the problem. 

Most at hl e te s believe that the first 
choice of treatment is LO go to the ort hope­
dist. In some cases this is necessary conser­
vative treatment in the initia l stage s should 
not be overlooked. Depending on the condi ­
tion of the injury, diagnosi s and seve rity of 
pain is how one pick s care. One place to 
seek initial ca re is with a Doctor of 
Chiropractic . He is su ited for proper eva lu­
ation of the condition and will be able to 
detect any outside probl ems other tha n the 
elbow joint such as cervical spine misalign­
ments. If this conservative approach does 
not help then other method s of treatment 
might be need ed. Most chiropractic doctors 
will work very closely with orthopedic 
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medical doctor s and will refer when neces­
sary. 

A suggested meas ure of ca re is: 

A. Chiropractic eval uat ion of injury . A 
Chiropractic Physi c ian who specialize s in 
sport s injuries and works clo se ly with 
Orthopaedist s and Phy sical Therapi sts can 
probably be found in your area. 

B. Spinal adjust ment is needed. If the 
probl e m is mi salignment in the neck or 
upper bac k Lhen properly adjusting this can 
so metime s give ins tant relief. 

C. Proper therapy to incl ud e c ro ss­
fricti on ma ssage at tendon aua ch ment s , 
lon g-ax ia l ma ssage to br eak p c hroni c 
ex is ting adhe s ion which do not a ll ow 
prop er blood now to the extensor muscle s. 
Prop er massage technique s will allow adh e­
sio ns and sca r tissue to be broken up. mak­
ing proper blood flow through the afnicted 
area 10 help nu sh out tox ins. Other mod es 
of th era py uch as mu sc le s timula ti on, 
diathermy (heat) , ice massage . all will ben ­
efi t recovery . 

D. Ultima tely , the best treatm e nt is 
rest and in seve re case s, a splint that fixe s 
th e wri s t in s lig ht dor s lfl exi on with the 
e lbow at 90 degr ees if need ed. 

Regular treatment should di smiss the 
problem in 8- 12 weeks unle ss so methin g 
has been over looked, or it is a rather seve re 

Dr. Kelly G Worth practices in 
Southern California and is the hus­
band of WPRA President, Dec 
Ferreira-Worth. 
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case. If you do not res pond to treatment, it 
is time to look into other areas. 

not only need proper protein. fat. and car­
bohydrate intake for the regrowth of dam­
aged muscular tissue, but vitam ins and 
minerals too. The body of an ath lete is in a 
much higher demand for these supple­
ments. Consult your nearest 
nutrition/health food store for help . 

"More often than not, 
the athlete will jump the 
gun and receive improper 
treatment ... " 

Finally, if you hav e tried every mean 
s available and you still are having pain in 
your elbow, the so lution might be in the 
racque t you are using. All racquet s are dif­
ferent and you sho uld find the one which 
is adequate for your anatomical. bio­
mcchanical make-up. Yibra orbs or elbow 
braces will usually eleviate the problem 
bu t in extreme circu mstance s a totally dif­
ferent racquet cou ld be the answe;:r. 

Medication/Corti son e s hot s: Thi s 
trea tment mu st be given by an Orthopedi st. 
Proper medication will be utiliz ed for pain 
and inflammation as we ll a s co rticoid 
injection s in different areas of the e lbow 
joint. For some athletes this type of treat­
me nt g iv es dramatic res ult s. However . 
there are side effect from cortisone that 
yo u may not be willing to ri sk such as 
arthriti s and osteoporosis . 

Anothe r facto r frequently overlooked 
is that of vitamins and mineral s . Most ath­
letes will deplete them se lves of every min­
era l and vitamin in their bodie s and as ume 
that they will get it a ll bac k from proper 
food intake. This is a serious mi sconcep­
tion . Every per son, partic ularly athletes, 

Althoug h ·"Tennis Elbow•· is widely 
used throu ghout as a ge neral self diagno­
s is, yo u should con sult a profe ss ional to 
receive the proper diagno sis and treatment. 
An athlete ca n go month s , sometimes 
years with elbow pain becau se of improper 
care only to find it was somet hing simple . 
Do not ju s t s imply wait for pain to go 
away. pain is a good indication that some­
thing is not right. Consult a health care 
profe ss ional. 

24 Hour Fax Line 513-791-4036 
- AACQUETIAl.l AACOUETS-

EKTELON S/lobe ATS (OS) . ...•. CA!.l C,nuon OS RTS....... . .CA!.l Tttro MS RTS.. . . . . . . .CALL 
x,torRTS (OS) . . . . •... CALL OpM\I RTS (OS).. . . . . . .CAl Tr,My 115 RTS.... .D.U 

COl'IPO>·te AS~ 31. . . .. CA!.L 
HE-'OCo!ou,a 300J •. . . . •. CALL 

Co'osM 200J. . •.. ...... CALL 
Co:asM 1000 . . . • .•• CA!.L 

Suoon ATS (OS). . . .. CALL lo~ RTS (OSI.... . . . . CALL PAO XENNEX G••PMtAS\A 31 CAll 
Emineoct OS RTS.. . . . . .CALL A.eel RTS (OS). . . . . . . CALL Gr,pMt fobJ/t.. . . . . CALL 
Otson OSRTS. .. CALL lnttgr,MSRTS ..•...... CALL Gr,l)ll,tel'lngcua31 ....... CALL 
Eltn/laOSRTS ... CALL Ar.sMSRTS . . .. ... . . CALL Ass)11lfil<CS0 ........ .. CALL 

Lu,r SoetO 300J. . . . . CALL 
Lut< SOf<d 100l. .• . .CALL 

WrUt for lrH urelog . c,11 tor PJ1tto1m Ten,uJ 
- lltTILON QLOVII - - IKTILON UGI - -HUDUQI-

AI/ProGIM .•... • ..... 995 
Con1ro:11 Gia,~ . . . . • . . . ... 6 95 
Contender . . . • . . . . . 12 95 
Mtn/or ..... . ,. . . . . . . . .195 

PeM Tourn1mtnl Glo.e • .. • .. ..• 1195 
Ktnnu 0..11,on..... .. . . . . .CALL 
KeMIA Domln1101 .. , . , . . . , . ,. CALL 
Hosd Suprt""<Y GJo,;t ... . . .• , . 13 95 

lnltrCfplor. . .. . . . .. .. . . .. . 24.95 
N.-. Specter. . . . , . • . . . . . . . . 10 91 
Ou1n1urn . . •• . .. ... . . .. . •. . 12 95 
Sent ntl. .. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 1991 

Beusch &Lomb Actoon Eyn . .. . . 2195 
L-r Albany. • . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 95 

. Ludtt o,nu ........ ........ 2195 

EKTElON Rtntg1dl ~(II). , .... CALL 
Nimna 314 (M) ... .. . .•.. . .. CALL 

ClmcGla,,e ... , ... I/SO RTSE.,prm ....•... . ... 3195 
Plrlouner GIO,t ... . . . .. 13 91 Crou Sporl.. . • . . . . . . .... 2195 
Enlo•w .. ... . .... 1291 Sl)Ol1Cour,er . . •......... 3795 
StJUC,:r GIO\e. . • . . . • , . . 1• 95 T01.11nuntnt. . • • ...••• . •• «2 95 

- ACCIIIORIII -
Head Conq1mt Gl<M . .... 1195 NtWT\lnn Ovr111c~ Gtme .... . 9 95 
Huo XC•l GIM . .... ... '.' .991 Ntum,nn P100ur'1tc\Gl<M 1195 
Head s,nu1ooo Gto,, . . .. 1391 E11t·on Rubbtl Grop/Al,!E .... . I SO 
Head Mt\elt(k GIO'te ........ , 10 9S E\ltlOtl Wti\l Lacer. . . . . .. . 3 50 

- IKTILON IYIGUARDI -

CALL 

E\it ao C,alllOn Gr,p . ... ... . . 3 SO 
E\lt'on o. ... ,w,10 Gnp.. . . . . 3 25 
Ektt:On V•D•mp. . . . . . . ... . . 3 00 

Clus,c . . . . . · ·· ·•··· .... 2095 R,9,n1 •.. ······ · · .... . 1195 SUl>t)'Of ..... . . •• . . .. ..... 995 
L,g :on . . . . .. . . . . ...... 1391 Argus . ....... . , ... . . . . 2191 Pr~m . .. . .. .. .. .. . . .... . 19.95 
CovnSpea .... . . .... . , .. . 891 Oel!ecJor. . .. • . . . .. 1995 Toton . . . . . . ..•..... . • . . . 2295 
Precep1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 95 At11tl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 24 95 O~mf)\ls. . . • . . . . ... .•.. 26 95 

- OTMH IYIQUUDI -
L11dtr New Voner. . . . ..... 1195 l u dtr Oplruu . . . .. 2195 KtMU Sna~O• .. . . . . ... . . . 22 95 
ltaoer H1 lilt Ptut. . . . . . ... 22 95 lnde r ~.u vm ... •. 2091 Kennu Oom.t\1101 ... . . ... . . 1995 
lttoer H1-l1te II. . . ... . • . . . 19 95 lHdft U111mt .••• . 19 95 KtMU Comr,oMo,. . . . . . . . . S6 95 

-IHOII-
Sr(.us 1111/LI •.••.• • .• .. . CALL lnOoor Co,Jt1LO• (Ml . . CALL Analon, Pro (II) •. . ••. •... • CA!.L 
\l)JIU1314(MJ ••• •. • . . . .. . CAU HEAOAntlO<n.. . . . . CALL AnOlonGr Soncl/4 . • .•.• . CA!.L 

SAMUELS TENNISPORT 
77M MONTGOMERY RD. • CINTI., OH 45231 

Vlell Our Stott When In Clnclnnoll 
S.W. CoffMr Kenwood & Montgomery• Acroae lrom Prim• 'n Wln1-N11I lo Porlu Paint 

• Specify grip size , $3.95 thlpplng eny qu1nl11y. Monty order or certilitd checi< p1yabl1 10 "T1nn19por1·. APO'$, FPO-S add 
$3.05 .. 1ra. • COo·s edd S'-1:J0 • VIII, MC, AE. Discover - give cerd number end expuat,on date No credol cerd 111 • Ohio 
rNldentt dd 5.511, .. , .. IIX. • Return sub act 10 ins clion l ISi!, IOIIOCkln , .. 
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Washington Racque tball Associat ion 

CAC Holida y Open 
More than I 00 racquet ball playe rs of all lev­
el from pro 10 no ice ga thered in Kirkl and. 
W as hin gto n. Decembe r 2-6 at the Columbia 
Athletic C lub Ho lida y Op e n. Ma tc hc ran 
from Wedn e day through Sunday wit h endle 
round s of co mp e titi ve pl ay and an arr ay of 
exc iting match e for spec tato rs and players to 
view . 

The Co lumbi a Ath le tic C lub . a beautifu l well ­
kep t c lub. has a front desk sta ff who we nt out 
of thei r way to make the tournament a suc­
cess. 

Winners 
Me n's Open 
I . Dan Harda n 
2 . Eric Lane 
3. Rob Herm an 

Women 's Open/A 
I . Wanda Co llin s 
2. Car lahn Gayda 
3. R<1mo11<1 DiBiasi 

Men's A 
I . Eric Han so n 
2. Sco n Co s e lle 
3. Exequiel Solt e ro 

Men's B 
I . Mark Frenc h 
2 . Ty Bowm an 

Women's B 
I . Dianne Pratt 
2 . Rayni ta Santiago 

12 • K I L L S H O T 

The Beer That Made 
Ohio Famous 

fn th e I 980 's whe n racq ue tball was reportedly on the dec line. 
a young Ohio player-ent repreneu r name d Doug Ganim envi-

io ned a first-c la . profc s io na ll y co ndu c ted tou rnam e nt 
se ries . and th e Coor Lig ht Racq uet ball Se ries was bo rn . 
Today the Coor Lig ht i recog nized a one of the bes t orga­
nized and best atlende cl regio na l erie . Ganim has go ne on to 
see the se rie s throug h to it curre nt tatu , ervcs as a marke t­
ing co nsu ltan t for evera l indus try man ufa ct urer . ha racked 
up three wo rld double s titl e . and holds the positio n of Ohio 
Racquetball A sociat ion pre ident , and AARA boa rd member. 
A tig ht tourn ame nt team, and support from the Litle spon sor, 
Ci nc inn ati Be ll Long Di lance , Head Racquetb all and Cybex 
co mbin e to hos t the popular se rie . W ith rece nt eve ms at 
Col umbu · We terv ille Athletic C lub, and at Euc lid's Gene 
Wei s Racq uellime , Coor s Light are again stirring up excite­
ment in the 1992 - 199 3 sea on. 

1992 M en ' s Open winner s inc lud e : Br ia n Jorga nso n at 
We tervi lle, and Jimm y Flo yd at Racqueni me. Other si ngle 
divi s io n w inn e rs inc lude : Bob Snyder , Ro b Sw inde ll. Jim 
Wray. Rick Lov sin . Cra ig Hanner. Ken Le ler , Chad Si ede l. 
Ed Ch,·istian. Jeff Ely, Dav e Kovanda, Rodney Engra m. Jeff 
Hodg kin so n. Dominic Palmieri , Larry 1-Iylkema. Mark Koch , 
Dan A ll. Wa lly Beke z. Donn a Mye r . Val Springe r, Robin 
Daabc h . Janda Samara. Joy Re ider, De idra Mi ller, Yiji Sta r. 
Te re sa I rion , J ane Kir c hoff , Phillip Hamm o nd, C hr is 
Kovan da. and Ja so n La ic. 

Gani m 



Ektelon Signs as Title Sponsor for 
New Jersey Super Series 

The Ektelon Super Ser ies, which co nsists of 15 ama­
teu r-leve l racquetba ll tournament s, beg an in Sept ember 
wit h the Fall Kick O ff at Kin g's Court in Lyndhurst, 
New Jersey . Th e eries ha co ntinued with at lea t one 
tourn ament per month . Future eve nt will includ e the 
CSRA Sw1e Sin g les Cha111pionships Mar ch 5-7 a nd the 
AA RA Ek1elon Ad 111! Regio nal Cha111pionships in April. 
Th e open final o f the regio nal i chedul ed to be te le-

vised. Th e Ser ies will conclude with a grand finale event. 
The To11ma111en1 of Cha mpi ons in August. 

Priz e mon ey i guarant eed at a ll Ekte lon Super Series 
tournament with prize in every divi s ion .F or more 
information about spec ific events contact Lisa Gaertner 
at th e Gard en State Racqu etba l I Association. (20 1) 444-
0859 

And it's Illore fun than doing holllework 
Wh ere do tomo rr ow's Dr ew 
Ka ch tik and Mi c helle Gould s 
come fro m? Th e an wer i simple . 
They come from club j unior s pro ­
gram whe re someone ha taken 
th e time to in til l not onl y th e 
kil l and fundam ental but also 

th e l ove and enLhusia m of th e 
game. 

One such program is underway at 

the Landmark Club in Dall as. The 
Grass Roo ts Ju nior Pro gra m is 
open to kid age seven to twelve 
and meets every Monday at 4:30 . 
Is there a beli er way to spend those 
after school hours? 

[RT to urin g pro Aaron K atz 
direct the progr am and is assisted 
by Sco tt Dav is. Th eir goa l i to 
bring a many kids a po ibl e to 
the Juni or Natio nals in Balti more 
in June. 

It makes sense w hy so many top 
players come from Tex as. 

Scott Davis , lef t, Aaron Kat z, 
right , and The Grass Root s 
Juni ors. 
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Revising Tradition 

BIRAK 
ITnt 

14 • K I L L S ff O T 

5049 Riverpoint Road 
Jacksonville, Florida 32207 

Tiger Tiger, burning bright 
In the forests of the night 
What immortal hand or eye 
Could frame thy fearful symmetry? 

---Blake 

Practice makes pref erence long before 

perfection makes its appearance. 

Systematic overpractice of one side 

produces imbalances that become 

habitual and translate into unilateral 

overdependency . 

The impressive performance of the 

overpracticed side diverts attention from 

the neglected side so that player and 

spectator loose awareness of the 

tremendous capab ilities that await 

development. This misdirection is now 

exposed . 

This disconnection of one side from the 

mainstream of activity is the focus of 

attack in the rules , rackets and conduct 

of competition in the new sport called Bl 

RAK IT. 

Bilateral capabilities sharpened by 

competition in a format that encourages 

extended personal development is the 

basis for a new definition of the word 

"awesome". 

Bl RAK IT ...... a feartul symmetry. 

January/February l 993 



ETTERS 

1 ju l rece ived today 's mai l, and I was 
thri l led to see th e 6t h ed i ti o n o f KILL­
SHOT. 

1 a m o g lad th a t yo u g uy s a re n o t 
quitt e rs, th a t I am se ndin g a c h ec k fo r 
$ l 6 .9 5 to ex te nd m y s ub scr ipti o n, and th en 
l am go ing to it dow n an d re ad yo ur maga­
z ine fro m co ve r to co ver. Add ed to my pre­
vio u sub sc ript io n. I g uess tha t give me a 
thr ee (3) yea r ubsc rip ti o n. I am looki ng 
for ward to it. 

Racq ue tball nee d a ma g a z in e like 
KILLSHOT , and I wa nt you to be suc­
ce sful. 

C . Joyce Ill 
S ilve r Sprin g , MD 

I do n·1 wa nt any re fun d o r adj u tm e nt 

on my s ub c ripti on . Aft er m y two yea r sub -
c ript io n is up . I ' ll end fo r an o ther tw o 

yea r . So me o f u do n 't ge t to ee all rac­
qu e tb a ll equipm e nt exce pt in yo ur maga ­
z ine . I buy fro m KILLSHOT . 

A l o, I li ke S trand e m o's. Da v is & 
Ha stin gs· ins tru ctio n. K ee p it up . 
R. Ray l 
W e llin g to n , KS 

Th ank yo u fo r ma kin g it poss ib le to 
rea d ab o ut ra c qu e tball in a n imp ress iv e 
ma gaz ine . Eve n th ough yo ur m agaz in e has 
had it prob lem , I fo r o ne, think th a t all 
th e peo pl e wh o love d y our m agaz in e wh e n 
it wa free o ug ht to ge t thei r o wn u bsc rip­

tio ns and I w ish th ey wo uld g ive m e m y 
o ld KILLSHOT i ss u es b ac k . 
Fu rth er m ore, I th in k th a t a ll th e rea de rs 
w ho cry and co mpl a in abo ut KILLSHOT 
re mind me o f th e p layer wh o ye ll abo ut 
re fs b ut neve r try to so lve th e pro blem by 
vo lunt ee rin g to re f them sel ves. I also wi sh 
they wo uld quit was tin g yo ur pa ge and my 
ti me . Le t us al l pu ll toge the r to br ing rac ­
quetb a ll th e c redit it dese rves . 

G rant Gil es 
Georgia S ta te Rac qu etba ll Boar d 
Community Rep 

Januar y/F ebru ary 1993 

It ha s recently co me ro my a ttent io n 
that y ou a re a ga in p ubli s hin g iss ues of 
KILLSHOT . A s I have pa id fo r a ye ar 
s ub sc rip ti on befo re a ll th ose fr ee an d 
del aye d iss ues s ta rted co min g o ut , I would 
lik e to co ntinu e to receiv e the public ation. I 
h a ve no t b een ree ei vin g th e m , prob abl y 
beca use o f my change o f addre s. 

Please m ake th e appropriate chang es 
and se nd me the las t tw o is ues w hich 1 
ha ve no t rece ive d. Th an k you ve ry m uch 
fo r yo ur coopera tio n and good luck ke epin g 
th e ball "rollin g" 
M . Dav is 
T amp a . FL 

Boy , are we glad to find you. The P.O. 
will not forward bulk mail so the only 
way we can get magazines to you is if y ou 
let us know where you arc. \.Vc'vc been 
mailing them ... wonder who's been 
reading them? 

I ha ve e nc lose d a ch ec k for $ 16.95 for 

a o ne-year ub scr ipti o n to KILLSHOT. 
I ' m loo kin g fo rw a rd to re ce ivin g th e 
Janu ary/F ebru ary issue! Th ank yo u fo r all 
of yo ur he lp . 

P.S . I think th e co ntent/infonn ation in 
yo u r ma g az in e is exce ll e nt. Be s ure to 
m ai nt a in th e q ual ity . That is th e winnin g 
for mula . 
C . Ka iser 
Gra nd Rapid s, Ml 

I not e , with o me co nce rn. yo ur dec i­
sion to go from a monthly to a when eve r. 
No t th at you 've bee n publi shin g w ith an y­
thin g th at m ay be co nsidere d a " reg ul a r .. 

schedulc .. . but s uc h is th e conditi o n wit h 
neo ph ytes . 

M y co nce rn , s ince I did not see m en­

tio n o f it, is what hap pens to my 3 ye a r sub­
scr ip ti o n to a m o nthly m agaz in e. At th e 
rate yo u a re publi sh ing . I can see its co n­
versio n to a life- tim e sub sc ription a possi­
bilit y . 

Kindl y advi se m e o f y o ur int e nt in 
thi s rega rd . 
W . Bau m 
Fa irfield , CT 

Our intent is to give you the number of 
issues you paid for. 

HOLABIRD SPORTS 
Beats Them All! 

LOW PRICES• 48-HOUR SHIPPING 
1 LOW $3.40 SHIPPING CHARGE-ANY QUANTITY 

CALL 410-687-6400 
U.P .s. 2ND DAY AJR AT NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE I 

FOR ALL RACQUETS-CALL FOR DITAILS 

RACQUETBALL RACQUETS-STRUNG 
RTS-EKTELON-WIDE KENNEX HOGAN SERIES 
EMINENCE OVER ······--·CAl..l ASYIAETRICSl.ffllOYER 154.!15 
ARIS IAIDPI.US-NEW - 152.95 EXTREME SUPEROVER 711.95 
AXCEL OVER-NEW ··- - 26.95 COMP ASM J 1 OVER ·-- lla .00 
TRIIUTY IAIDPI.US-NEW 51.95 OVATION SUPEROVER . 89 .95 
TETRA IAIDPLUS-NEW 79.95 GRAPHITE OPTIIAUIA--. 69 .00 
DESORI OVER-NEW .... !M.50 GRAPH1T£ ASIA J1 ··-· · 149.95 
ElANTRA OVER-NEW . 79.95 COUP PRESENCE J1 OY 89.95 
STROBE OVER -·--·· · 167.115 GRAPH PRESENCE 31 OY 129.115 
OPTIMA OVER .----·· 49.95 GRAPH SOUJTION J1 ·- 75.95 
PHYCON IAIDPl.l/S - ······ 74.1)5 MICRO SHADOW ---·- _ 69.115 
STRION OVER . ··-··- .. 129.95 &-FORCE-WIDE 

~PuiA 't!?o~tss ·::::::: ~: mu.tNATOR (ANSWER) 11M.95 
TAZER IAIDPLUS -·-- 129.95 PREDATOR ··--·--· 1:12.95 
XJTER IAIDPI.US --··- 152.95 STEALTH ·- ·- -·- ·- -·· -- IM.95 
OUAlffiJS IAIIHL ON..Y . 59.00 SPALDING-WIDE 
tJEIAESIS IAIDPLUS ···- · 114.95 THE GOllATH--NEW - · 1l9 .95 
PRECIS OVER ·-· ·- - 109.95 THE GOllATHCOMP ·- . 79 .95 
LEXIS GRAPHITE OVER 46 95 KILLSHOT 102 ---- --·-· 32.95 

EKTELON PRO EXTREME .. ·-· ·· ·- · 711.95 
DYNAX EXD OVER•NEW 19.95 EXAC-TECH COMP -···-· IM.95 
CENTRON OVER•NEW . 37.95 EXAC-TECH GRAPHITE . n .!15 

IIEAD ~~~~~r.-,::: 
TIIEEIIEAD IAG W/ COLOSSUS ASSAULT 10JAlUIA .•. - .• l6 .95 
COLOSSUS 1000-IAED .•• 71.95 WILSON 
COLOSSUS 2000-FIRIA - 98.00 HAIAIAER 2.7-0VER·WIDE119 .95 
COLOSSUS JOOO.X FlRIA 15-1.95 HAIAIAER 4.1>-0VER•WIDE !M.95 
LASER SPEED 1000-WlDE 5J .95 SPS 55---0VER-WlDE . 69.95 
LASER SPEED JOOO.WOE 129.95 REFLEX OTB-OVER-WIDE 34 .95 

ESTCA PROFILE- WIDE BODY . 69 .95 
DAN DeREMSKI PRO-WIDE 174.95 ENFORCER-OVER-WIDE 19.95 
WB PIROTECH·WIDE ._ .. 99.95 CERAMIC STAFF IAID ._. Jl .95 

SUPER RACQUETBALL RACQUET SALE 
HUNDREDS or NEW nasr QUALllY- WWEST PIUCES [Y[ll! 

EKTELON OUANTUS GRAPHITE [OAIG)-IAID-SS . XS. Fl .. 4l .95 
EKTELON RTS 2~ GRAPHJTE-IAID-FLARED .. ·· ·-· ····-···· 50.00 
EKTELON ARIS GRAPHITE - HARED-EXTRA SPECIAL ···-· 50.00 
EKTELON RTS MAGNUM GRAPHITE- IAIDSIZE-SS ···-···-· · Q.95 
EKTELON INTERCEPTOR-ALL SIZES ·-•·•- ••••.•••••• ••••• •• 29.95 
EKTELON IAENTOR- IAID-FLARED OR SUPER SIAALI. ....•. J1.95 
EKTELON CONCORDE IAID- SUPER SIAAI.L ......... ·· ·-·-····-· 27.95 
EKT ELON OPEX-OVER - FV RED OR SUPER SIAALI. -· .. ,_ 29.95 
EKTELON STRADA EXD-IAID-SU PER SIAAI.L . ···-·· ··- __ •.. 25.00 
HEAD IAASTEA·Al.L SIZES OR PROFESSIONAI..J J/4' OR 4 1/11' 21.95 
HEAD PRELUDE GRAPHITE (PROFILE)-IAID ····- ···•-·-··-···- 41.95 
KENNEX GRAPHITE IAICRO-.J 518' OR 3 7/8' ... ··········-········ · JJ .95 
KENNEX HOGAN 60--SERI ES 31 (W1DE)-0VER-.J 518. ··-·-· · 5J .95 
KENNEX PRO COIAP-IA ID-J 7/8' ·--······ •- ····•···-· •·- .•. ··- · 19.95 

l\•IEN 'S & LADIES' SHOES 
AVIA 288 INIJOOR·LO-IA 36.95 EKTELON INIXlOR CT·LO :J9.95 
AVIA 299 INIJOOR• IAIO-IA 42 95 EKTELON INIXlOR CT ..J/4 42.95 
HEAD ANATDM SOli lC-LO. 48.95 EKTHON VOLT\JS-3'4•1A - IM.95 
HEAD ANATDM SONIC.J/4 _ 51.95 EXm.DNcow.oooR-H-11 . 49.95 
HEAD SONIC LEATH-LO-IA . 32.95 EKTELON COURIER ·IA .. 35.95 
HEAD SONIC l.EATH-3'4-1.I . :19.95 OORDN smus IIESIH4t :12.95 
HEAD SOOlC LEMAESH-LO 34.95 EKTELON CENTAR LO-IA 4 I .95 
HEAD SONIC 1.E.MAESH-3'4 34.95 EKTilDN RENEGADE 7/11-IA 47.95 
HEADRADW.EXPRE~ 29.95 EKTELON NIRVANAJ/4 •1A 41.!15 
HEAO INDOOR- IAEN ._. 29.95 PRO KENNEX P-K MESH-IA 27.95 
HI IT CH COURTECS-L0-11 :12.95 POWER GUIAIA-IA EN •.• JJ .!15 

BALLS, EYEGUARDS & ACCESSORIES 
WILSON TAU BLUE RACOUETBALI. 8AU. S ····--·- -· SCANS 9.95 
PENN OR EKTELON RACO. 8AU.S (BLUE) -···-·· ·····• S 0-NS 1 U l8 
KENNEX RACOUETBALL BALLS (BLUE) --·-·-·-·- · a CANS 10.95 
LEADER NEW YORK OR ALBANY EYEGUARDS -·-········· ·-· · 18.95 
EKTELON ltfTERCEPTOR OR PRECEPT EYEGUARDS -···· ··· 24 .95 
BLACK KNIGHT ACTION EYEGLASSES [CLEAR) ···-·- ···-··· · 21 .95 
THORLO SOX- MOST STYLES- MEN & LADIES ··- ·- ······ PAIR 5.25 
EKTELON ALL PRO GLOVES .... 9.95 OR CLASSIC GLOV ES._. 11.!15 
EKTELON CONTROLLER GLOVES _ ·-···--····---·- --···- - 7.50 
KENNEX PRO OURA•TACK GLOVES- MEN & LADIES --··-· 11.115 
KENNEX VISION G!.OVES-U NISEX RIGHT ···-··· ·-······-·-·····- 8 .50 
RACOUETBALL WRIST TETHER _ ····-···-····-·-----·-··- ·-·- l ·95 
SORBOTliANE - ALL PRODUCTS AVAILABLE --- ···-·-- ······ _ CALL 

TOURNA GRIP ······- -····- · l .25 I SHOE GOO ·-·-··-··-- 3.35 
TACKI MAC·RACO ····-····· 4.75 WHATAGRIP-COLORS ._. 2.l 5 
RACOUETBALL SAVERS . 7.95 WRISTLACER ··- ····- ··--· 2-75 

ALL MAJOR TENNIS & SQUASH I 
RACQUETS & RACQUETBALL BAGS 

AT LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES EVER! 

9008 YELLOW BRICK RD.• ROSSVILLE IND. PARK 
BALTIMORE, MD. 21237 • CALL •'10-687-6400 

24-IIOUR •·Ax LINK - 4I0-617 -?JII 
MIIIL OR PIIONE. 5111P ANYWIIERll. OIARGES-I NO. U0E VISA OR 
MASTilRCARI) I &. ll.XP. DI\ TE OR SEND MONt-Y OR0l:R OR CHECK. 
SM/ILL I\DDITIONIIL Sllll'l'ING CIIAKGE OIJTSIDE CONTINENT Ill. 
US/\ & Al'O'S. ~ID. kl:SIDF.NTS I\UD S'I- MON •. flll 9·S / SAT 9-J 

WRITE OR CAI.L-FRJo:E CATALOG 
QIIOTt:'i - ALI , T• : NNIS, RACQU.:TBAI . L .. 

SOIII\Sll lCI\Ctlll•";"r.;. s110•:.'i & A(TK~01u•:<; 
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• • • • • • • • • • STRANDEMO 
ON RACQUETBALL 
• • • • • • • • • • 

From the previou s article I hope you 
have been cutting off a lot of balls in zone 
3 and successfully scor ing in 
tho se situation s. Also . I hope 
when your opponent s hav e 
been playing defen se in zone 2, 
that you hav e mad e them pay 
for that positioning by success­
fully passing them to both sides 
of the court. We are now ready 
to add three different offensive 
po s itions to conclude thi s 
offen sive shot selection strate­
gy. 

Photo l 

This offensive shot will 
occur many times in the cour se 
of all your matches and tourna­
ments. From the photo it 
appear s obvious that the best 
and easie st shot is a kill down 
the right wall ; a couple of fac­
tors come into play that some­
times alter thi s obviou s shot 
selection. First, it often happens 
when both players are hitting 
aggressively and holding their 
zone 2-3 positions that they get 
anxious when they're about to 
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Photo 1 

Offensive 
tShot 

Selection 
Part II 

By Steve Strandemo 

hit and end up hitting early and driving the 
ball back crosscourt . That does not mean 

- -

they lose the rally with that shot ; it ju st 
seems their oppo nent always gets the ball 

back and the rally continues. 
Wh erea s, if th ey had the 
patience 10 wait on the shot 
they cou ld have driven the ball 
down th e right wall and the 
point is over. The second fac­
tor that co mes into play is that 
hundr eds of players are scared 
to dea th to hit to the ir oppo­
nent's fore hand no matter how 
obviou s th e shot se lec tion 
look s. A pla yer must lea rn to 
hit to th e op en co urt . 
Unfortunately , many play ers 
have been trained to always hit 
to their op pon en t 's back hand 
side; no matter what. 

Photo 2 

The informati o n and 
advice to photo 2 is identical to 
photo I but noti ce from the 
photo that ball contact with 
your open- stanced backhand 
is made a little more forward 
in your stance (more betwe en 
your left and right foot) . 
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Abovc;Pholo 2; Above Right: Photo 3 

Photo 3 RIPIT 
INTRODUCING -

THE RIPIT CLUB 

Thi s photo show s a si mil a r s itu ation 
10 photo I but he re the offens ive player is 
hillin g from mu ch dee per on the co urt. The 
shot se lec tion should be the sa me; goi ng 
dow n the rig ht wa ll is by far the bes t shot. 
A co upl e of pro bl e m s of t e n a ri se . 
Some times the offe nsive playe r will make 
ball co ntac t too far to the right o n the front 
wall and the ba ll caro ms off the rig ht wa ll 
bac k into zone 3. An other probl em ari ses 
when the o ffen s ive playe r fee ls he has to 
nm kill thi s shot and ends up shipping in 
way too many potenti al po ints. 

FOR AN ANNUAL FEE OF $10 YOU CAN BECOME A "RIP/T" 

MEMBER. YOUR MEMBERSHIP ALLOWS YOU TO BUY ALL 

YOUR RACQUETBALL EQUIPMENT AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES! 

My sugges tion for this s ituation is to 
hit the ball ve ry straig ht to the front wall 
and a im up about a foo t on the fro nt wall 
to gi ve yo ur shot som e rea listic margin of 
e rror. 

Janu ary/February 1993 

GO AHEAD, CHECK THEM OUT -

1-800-552-6453 
FREE CATALOG 
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When Ruben Gonz alez was runn ing 
w ith the Har le m Blu es as a s treet-sma rt 
1cena gc r in New York C i1y ·s Spa n is h 
Harlem. he never thought hc ' d sec his 
40 th birthday. Had he remained 1here 
he probab ly would 1101 have . Man y of 
his old friends and rivals have ended up 
o n dru gs. in pri so n . o r d ea d . a nd 
Go nzalez believes Iha! du mb lu ck has 
had as much to do with his escape out of 
hi s for mer wo rld o f gang ligh1s and roo f 
tag as his racquetball prowes s. 

Gonzalez saw more than his share of 
stabbings. clubbings . and. at limes, young 
Ii vcs fade int o th e da rkn e~s o f an a lley 
awaitin g six stori es below du e 10 an ill­
advi sed escape route durin g a roo f tag con­
tes t. 13ut Gon za lez found re lief from the 
gh etto's violence on lhe nearby gray con-
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Cover Story 

By Clay Walker 

cretc handbal l courts. It was 1here 
that Go nzalez bega n to disco ve r 
the self-es tee m o f vic1ory and that 
defeai did not alway s res ult in a 
trip to the eme rgency room or 1he 
morgue. 

·'We all go 1 hurt , we all go t 
s ta bbed. we a ll go t bea t up .'' 
Gonza lez reme mbe rs. '·L ater on 
in my lif e r wou ld go back and 
someo ne wou ld say . ·Ya kn ow 
Rub e, Bobby 's in pr i ·on,' or 'H ey 
Ru be , d id yo u hear 1hal Juan was 
stabbed 10 dea lh?" I was involve d 

but I was ab le to esca pe thr ough hand -
ball ." 

To day racqu etball is Gonza lez' pas­
s ion . He ha s re a c he d h is 40th yea r. 
fat he re d four c hil d re n . a nd ac h iev ed 
wea llh and respec t on 1he pro fe s ional rac­
q uetba 11 to ur. But h e w ill neve r tru ly 
escape Spanish Har lem, nor docs he have 
such desi res. W11h each tournamen1 victo ­
ry and eac h d isplay of sportsmanship (he 
h as bee n vo ted thr ee MP RA 
Sp orts man hip Awar ds 

in al l of those 1hings , :~....:,:;,.~t.-~-. ~ • 
_ ,,_,,. . ..,., ~~ . ' ,. 
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by his pee rs), Gonzal ez remind s the pre­
dominantly white , upper-middle class that 
rule s ra cquetball that people frorn his 
world can handl e success with dignity and 
class in any atmosphere if given the oppor­
tunity. 

Gon za lez ' first opportunity appeared 
in the form of Russ Mannino who was in 
awe of his competito r 's quickn ess and 
toughness as Gon zalez was domi -
na tin g ar ea handba ll 

t o urn a ­
ment s. 
Mannino 
per s uad ed 
Gonzalez to 
try a s port 
that was catch -
ing on in th e 
a ffluent Staten 
Jsland area. Af ter 
suffe rin g a 
troun ci ng in hi s 
fir s t tourn ame nt . 
Gonzale z de c ided 
thi s stranger known 
as defeat was n' t for 
him . But his pride kept 
him from returning to profession al hand ­
ball hav ing fai led to master the sport of 
racquetball. With a little practice Gonza lez 
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claimed a few local tournament victories 
and fell in love with the sport. 

Mannino and Lou Desantis had 
opened a racquetball club so Gonzalez 
asked for a job that would allow him to 
learn th e angles of a four-

walled sport . But 
the two -ho ur commute 

from his home in the Bronx to Staten 
Jsland Gonzalez had suffered throu gh sev­
era l times a week as a casual player would 
not be practical on an everyday basis. Far 
too poor to afford a move to the Island, 
Gonzale z' potential and e ntbusiasm 

prompted DeSan1is to furnish a near­
by apartment and another 

friend provided a used refrig er­
ator. Gonzalez could now abandon his 
habit of practicing his sw ing on his apart ­
ment building' s rooftop and pounding shot 
after shot on the concrete three-waJI hand­
ball courts. In between stints of registering 
guests and folding towels , he practiced. He 
was already in his mid-20 's, but Gonzalez 
soo n made it to the pro tour. 

''I'm on top because I was committed 
to being a great racquetb a ll player," 
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Gonzalez 
sa ys of his cur -
rent s tandin g in 
the sport. And he 
has stayed on top 
because he knows 
how far it is from the 
bottom. At 40, he is still 
the fou rth-rank ed playe r 
in the nati on and has alrea dy chalk ed up a 
victory anu seco nd-place finish th is year . 

"Last seaso n, I thoug ht if he fini shed 
in the top eig ht he'd do wel l," IR T 
Comm iss ioner Hank Marcu s sa id. ·'Now, I 
think it's possible that he cou ld be Number 
One . Peo ple say it's a sign that a p layer's 
career is ending when he 's old and in a 
slump, whereas a younger player is simp ly 
in a s lump . If he doe s n't reach Number 
One, it will be because someone is a better 
player . not beca use he· s 40 . At thi s point 
it· s definit ely not ou t of the realm of possi­
bility. " 

His handball upbringing has definit ely 
shaped Gonzale z· racquetball style. Havin g 
grown up playing a ga me w ith no ba ck 
wa ll. he frequent ly ny-kj)Js balls and his 
strong wrist s and superb for m have helped 

20 •Kl!:LSHOT 

him develop an aweso me forehand 
reverse kill. 

On the court. Gonz a lez i s 
known to ca ll h is own s kip s 

after gell in g favorab le ca ll s 
from an official. If he fee ls an 

offic ial has unfairly rul ed 
against him, Gonzalez sel­

dom reacts with mo re than 
a harsh glance. Still. the 

intensity lliat made him 
a handba ll legend in 

New York and 
enab led him 10 

nego ti ate the dan-
gers of th e 

streets also 
makes him 
stand out on 

the tour. 
It just 

to 
reason that so me­

one who has survived so 
many scra pes and close calls in 

life wouldn't back down from a few 
cu ts and bruises from diving onto a wooden 
noor. 

"Believe me, I know how lucky I am. 
A lot of us who were in gangs had the abi li­
ty to p lay pro spo rt s, but so m e of us 
weren't as lucky." he sai d. ··1 remember 
one night when six of us were in a park and 
all of a sudd en we were surrou nd ed by 
about twenty guys from another gang car­
rying bats. A friend of mine named Tony. 
who was a grea t pitcher with a ton of 
promise got hit right across his face. I go t 
hit in the back and managed to ge t up and 
get away. r think ano ther guy got hit in the 
leg and got away. The point is that we all 
got out of there with jus t a few cu ts excep t 
Tony. It co uld have very eas ily been me." 

As a teenager G onza lez faced tests 
other than gang warfare. America was less 
than the land of opportuni ty for his father 
so. in 1967. the family moved back to 
Puerto Rico. At only fifteen. G onza lez 

stayed be hi nd. He was to live with his 
grandmother. but her home was mere ly a 
place to sleep. Gonzalez· home was the 
stree ts. 

"I got hit in the back 
and managed to get 
up and get away." 

•·1 wa s already forced into the role of a 
surv ivor so I th ink my s taying here was 
harder fo r my fami ly tha n me. When my 
parents to ld me we we re moving to Puerto 
Rico I said no way. When you grow up in 
that env ironme nt your friends become your 
family. They were my protectors. They 
protected me and I protected them,"' he 
said. 

Gonz a lez faced another test at age 20. 
When his girlfriend told him she was preg­
nant. Go nzalez was true to his parents' 
views on responsibi lity and he was wed. 
B u t Gonzalez refu sed to abandon his 
dreams of professional handball. "S he 
wanted me to look for a higher-payi ng job 
and I told her that I was going to be a star 
handball player and she had to be patien t," 
he says of his marital prob lems. One of the 
things life on the stree ts fails to ful ly teach 
its young is compromise. The marriage 
lasted less than a year. 

Only a few months pa ssed and 
Gonzalez was married again . This mar­
riage, however, 1s st ill alive. Rub en and 
Uby Gonz a lez have three children: Edd ie. 
17: Jarett , 16; and Rubi A lexandra, 3 . 
While Gon za lez has found peace or mind in 
bri nging up a family in an environment he 
co uld only imagine as a boy, he has always 
been drawn back to the the old neighbor­
hood by his firs t born son, Ru ben, Jr . ·'To 
be honest, my re lationshi p with him isn ' t 
what I'd like it to be.'· Gonzalez admits. 
adding that bitternes s between him and his 
ex-wife has niade it difficult to be close to 
his e ldest so n ... , underst an d her feelings. 
She secs the kind of lifer have now and it's 
got to be tough becau~e we cou ldn't make 
it through the early years. But I've tried to 
have a oood relationship wit h my son. It 
just has~'t a lways been easy under the cir­
cums tances ." 

It is ironic that Gonzalez is so much 
at home aro und the air -conditio ned, carpet­
ed club s in which he does his business. 
Most of tJ1e tour ing pros are w hite and have 
on ly read of st reet gangs and drug dealers . 
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To design our new indoor court shoe, 

\Ve consulted the foremost 

authority on shoe technology. 

Removable Anatom, designed to fit the anatomy of your foot. 

Foot is cradled in an 
anatomical unit for 

optimal stability. 

The same HEAD Anatom technology that 
revolutlonlzed the comfort, flt and stablllty In a 
tennis shoe Is now available In our new Indoor 
court shoe, the Anatom Graphite Sonic. In trad­
itional shoe construction, the outsole, mldsole 
and upper are Joined as one, providing support 
through the flt of the upper only. With 
rapid stop and go movement, the foot 
can sllp and twist, causing Instability 
and fatigue. The outsole may lose 
ground contact and cause the foot to 
roll, Increasing the risk of ankle­
related Injuries. With our unique HEAD 

An atom tee nology, the foot Is cradled In an 
anatomically - designed footbed, while the 
outsole remains In contact with the ground. 
Secured footing allows the player to push off 
and move In any direction with maximum power 
and control. Th4!...!..esult _Is an unp1:•cedttnied 

level of comfort, flt and stability. 
The kind of stablllty you demand 
t'rom the extreme lateral move­
ment of' Indoor court sports. To try 
on the Anatom Graphite Sonic, call 
t'or the HEAD dealer nearest you at 

2'-800-874-HEAD, ext. 228. •----



Still, they have accepted Gonzalez . In fact, 
he b a favorite among them . 

·'They're always asking me to tell 
them stories about growing up 50 they ·re 
definitely a little curious," Gonzalez 
said."When I tell them some of the things 
I've done or seen when I was youn ge r they 
can't believe it." 

"He definitely doesn 't fit the image 
of what people think of when you 
mention a professional rac-
quetball player:• Marcus 
says. "In essence . 
racquetball is 
like tennis 

n 

th a t 
t h e 
player!. 
or the 
pl ayers' 
parents have 
the money to 
join a club, but 
Rub en seems to 
belong her e and 
gives us a different 
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image. I think the person who deserves 
credit for tha t is Ruben . He has programs 
to give something to the lower-income 
kid s. He goes out of his way to tell his 
story and to be a role model." 

While a quiet person by nature , 
Gonzalez admiuedly enjoys the limelight 
he labored so hard to achieve. He expects 

respec t but makes it a point not to intim­
idate fans. He is a tire less autograph 

sig ner and a prized spokesma n for 
racquetball manufacturers because 

of his look s and easy demeanor . 
No one has ever left a racquetball 

match discussing an obscene 
outhurst when Ruben Gonzalez is 

playing. 
His unas~uming personality has cre­

ated an unlikely friendship with Mike Ray. 
a top player with whom Gon zalez plays 
double s and rooms on the road. Ray comes 
from a southern. middle-class family. The 
on ly thing the pair have in common is a 
love for privacy. 

" Ruben 's personality provides the 
sport with a good image . He ·s a very laid­
back and quiet guy. In fact, I always hesi­
tate in telling people too much about 

Ruben because he is so pri vate," Ray 
said. 

Gonzalez isn't quite as reluc­
tant to discuss personal issues as 

Ray. In fact, at times he can·1 
say enough about his friend. 

" It's strange because we do 
have completely different 

backgrounds, but Mike 
and I just hit it off," he 

says. "We are both 
quiet and respect 

each other ' s pri­
vacy. But it' s 
more than just 

that. He' s 
my friend, 

my fam­
ily. I 

know how to put into 
words how much his friend­

ship has meant to me." 
Ray is among the believers 

Gonzalez' age will not stand in the way of 
his quest for the top ranking. Gonzalez 

won his first professional match in 1988. 
He also up se t five-time champ ion Mike 
Yellen to win the National Championship 

"When I tel 1 them 
some of the things 

I've done ... they can't 
believe it." 

that same year. becoming the oldest player 
to do so. Whil e he hasn·1 ever been known 
as a dominant force on the tour, he has 
remained one of the most consistent play­
ers . He is also the most experienced -- if 
not in the sport, in life -- among the pre­
miere players . The next oldest top ten play­
er is a mere 28 and with every win 
Gonzalez establishes a new mark in 
endurance. 

Gonzalez' ro ad out of the ghetto of 
his youth has been unique to say the least. 
It is a lso a road th a t always leads him 
home. "I came from the ghetto. I don't 
want to act like I'm in the ghetto when I 
am working, but I do want to stay down tO 

earth," he says. "I don't need the limo or 
the hotel suite. I'm still one of the people . I 
don't regret anything about being poor or 
in the ga ngs. That's what made me suc­
cessfu l -- knowing how lo survive." 
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PERFORMANCE RACQUET SPOR TS 
Info rmation 303-447-9795 

Toll Free Order# 1-800-358-2294 
•Open M -F. 8 A.M . to 5 P.M. Mountain Time •24 hour message center 

RACQUETS BAGS EYEWEAR SHOES 
EIITTLON EXTELON EIITTLON EIITTLON 

Eminence 240.00 Tournament Bag 36.35 Regent 9.55 Voltus 63.00 
Strobe 164.55 Spon Couner 30.75 Legion 12.75 Renegade 59.00 

lCner 144.95 ATS Express 25.15 Pnsm 1595 N11Vana 46.00 
Str1on 122.05 Cross Spon 2295 Classic 19.15 Centar 40.00 
Deson 90.05 Racquetballer 16.80 Atgus 21.05 FIC Trainer 3/4 52.00 
Elantra 67.65 GLOVES lnlerceplor 2235 F/C Trainer 518 43.00 

Optima 47.55 EKTELON Olympus 24.25 FIC Lady Trainer 43.00 
HEAD Sensor 13.45 LEADER HEAD 

Colossus 3000 141.40 Performer 12.25 Opt1view 22.10 Radial 500 41.50 
Colossus 1000 59.80 Enforcer 11.00 Dallas 20.90 GRIPS 
Laser Speed 3000 118.05 Classic 9.85 New Yori<.er 17.20 Eklclon rubber grip 5.50 
Laser Speed 1000 51.65 AO Pro 8.70 Abany 16.05 TackiMac II pkg 5.10 

(! 
PRO KENNEX NEUMANN WILSON Tad11Mac II unpkg 4.45 

Asymmetric S/0 144.65 GladiaJor 14.45 Mari<. I 7.80 GX Grip pkg 4.20 
Graph ASM 31 137.50 Pro Duralack 14.10 Mark Ill 1220 GXGripunpkg 3.75 
CompASM 31 102.85 Dura1ack 12.50 Mari<. V 18.75 ACCESSORIES 
Graph Presence 31 121.55 Tho Worm 2.95 

SPALDING CUSTOM RACQUET STRINGING AVAILABLE Shockbus1ers 2.75 
Goha1h 14240 Wrisllacers 2.50 

Assault Graphite 97.55 IIUiml,,i=~Mmli!:19:M,tl,i STRINGS 

Goliath Comp 85.45 cal la sbngs •val.Ible 

Visa/Ma$1(JCOfd. coo cash a C81llied chock. $3 50 slipp . coo •dd S-1.00 Ptice ~ lo cho e ._ilhOJt nooc:e 
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VCI Spreadsheet 

IRT W P RA 

I. Mike Ray ( I ) I . Jacque li ne Parais o-Gibson J Hil ton Head. Sou th ca ro lina San Diego , Ca lifo rni a 

2. Andy Robe rts (2) 2. Ma lia Bailey 
Memphis. Tennesse e Norfolk . V irg inia 

3. Cli ff Swa in (8) 3. Toni Bevelock 
Brai nt ree. Massachuse 11s Santa Ana. California 

4. Drew Kac hti k (511 4 . Mi c he lle Gould 
Da llas . Texas Bois e. Idah o 

5 . Ruben Gonza lez (4) 5. Do rry Kelly 
Staten Island. New York A llen tow n . Pennsylvania 

6. Tim Doy le (ST) 6 . Marcy Dr ex ler 
Hunting ton Bea c l1. Cali fornia San Dieg o. Ca liforn ia 

7. Jack Newman (7) 7. Marcy Lyn ch 
Des Plaines. Il lino is North w a les. Pennsylvania 

BT. Bret Ha rn err ( 1 0) 8 . Lynn e Cob u rn 
Las Vegas. Nevada Balt imor e. Mary land .-

BT . T im Swee ney ( 13) 9. Kay e Kuh feld 
Ct1icago. Illinois Indi anapolis . Indian a 

10. Mike Guidry (I 2 ) 10 . Robin Lev ine 
Dallas. Texas Sacramento. Ca lif orn ia 

II T. woody Clouse ( 1 4) 11 . Ch ris Evon 
Jacksonvi lle. Florida Sa n Diego . Ca lifornia 

II T. Da n Ob remski (9) 12. De e Ferreira-Wo rth 
Pittsbu rgh. Pennsy lvan ia Anaheim Hills. California 

13 . Dave Johnso n ( 1 1 ) 13 . Robin Wh itmire 
H unti ngton Beac h . Californ ia A tlanta . Georgia 

14 . Mi ke Ce res ia ( 1 6) 14 . Sandy Robson 
Montrea l. Quebec . Ca nada Mission Vi ejo. California 

1ST . Jaso n Kr ic kor ian I S. Jane lle Mar iott ( 
Bos to n . Massac huse rrs west Warwick. Rhode Island 

1 1ST. Todd O 'Ne il 16 . Ellen Crawford t Da llas . Texas Syracuse . New York 
·-
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YCI Challenge cup Series 

I. Mik e Ray 

2T . Andy Roberts 

2T . Mike Ye llen 

4 . Ruben Gonza lez 

5 . Drew Kac h1ik 

6T . Dan Obremski 

6T . Mik e Guidry 

ST . Clif f Swa in 

American Amateur 
Racqu e tball Associat ion 

35 + 
I . Jim Young 
2 . Dav e Kova nd a 
3 . M ill Lay to n 
4 . Dav e Crisp 
ST . Dave Pec k 
ST . RickStOU I 

I . Vicki Luqu e 
2T . C indy Bax te r 
2T . G loria Eggers 
4T . Jan e lle Marrioll 
4T . Linda Moore 
4T . Laur a Pa11erson 

Racquetball Canada 

1 . She rman Gree nfe ld 
2. Simon Roy 
3 . Ro ge r Ha rrip ersa d 
4 . Mik e Ce res ia 
s . Hay dn Jones 

I. 
2. 
3 . 
4 . 

5. 

Heatl1er Stupp 
ca rol McFe tri dge 
sue McTagge n 
Jose Grandm a itre 
Vi c ki (Brown) Shanks 

January/February 1993 

Texas 
Racquetball 
Association 

Op en 
I. Mik e Guidry 
2. Lance Gilliam 
3 . Aa ron Katz 
4 . Todd O'Ne il 
5 . Doug Eagle 

I. Amber Frisch 
2 . Annie Muniz 
3 . Jo Ann Slater 
4 . Jill Guth rie 
5. Nao mi Morgan 

A 
I . Kip Atw e ll 

~2 . Jerry Hecht 
3 . Terry Jackson 
4 . Ron Renn 
5 . Chri s Tafl 

I. Naomi Mo rgan 
2 . Beve rly Hal e 
3 . Dora Ta mez 
4 . Sa lly Mel endez 
5. Ju lie Murphy 

B 
I . Carlos Cespedes 
2 . Je ff Moyers 
3 . Doug William s 
4 . James Gold en 
5 . Kyle Bowman 

I. Jess ica Rog e rs 
2 . Lisa Huntley 
3. Tr acy Lind emuth 
4 . Be c ky Zimmerman 
s . Jennif e r Je te r 

The featured state in the next issue 
of VCI Spreadsheet will be 

New Jersey 

VW CREDIT, IN C. 
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Play It Again, Salll 
With Their Second Wins of the Season, 

Roberts, Swain, and Ray Prove Unstoppable 
--As Time Goes By 

Photos by Robert Lipareli 

Chicago 

Roberts: Cool Breeze in Windy City 
By Ralph Ku schc 

fo r whi ch playe rs prepare over 
th e summ e r. si nce it reg ula rly 
draw large numb ers o f the bc~t 
from Michigan. W1sco n~in. and 
Min nes ota as w e ll as Illin o is. 
Th e Wood fie ld c lub is home not 
on ly to pro pl ayer Dave and 
John Neg rete , bu t al o !RT pro . . 
pa~l national amateur champions 

O th er tou rn a me nt s may open th e 
Chica go racquetball sea on: but it i. neve r 
in earne s t until it is tim e for the Hea d 
Halloween C la ss ic a t the s uburb an 
Woodfi eld Racqu et Club . Thi s is the one 

Ray d. Ccrc , io 
11-2. 11-5, 7- 11, 11-7 

Swain d . Obrcm , ki 
11-9. 6- 11, 9- 11. 11-6. 11-9 

Kachlik d. Guidry 
11-4. 8- 11. 11-3. 11-5 
Gon za lez d . Sw eeney 

11-8. 11-4. 11-8 
Clou, e d. Yell en 

5- I I. 11-6. 11- l. 11-6 
Harripcr,,ad d. Doyle 

11-8, 9- 11. 4 - 11. 13- 11. 11-8 
Hamclt d. Newman 

11-3. 11-7. 11-6 
Roben, d. Krickorian 

11- 1. 11-4 , 11-6 
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Ray d. Swai n 
11-8. 6- 11. 13- 1 I. 11-2 

Kaehtik d. Go nzalez 
I 1-6, 6- I I. 14- 12. I 1-8 

Clou . e d. Harrip ersad 
I 1-8. 14- 16. J 1-5. 7- 11. 11-9 

Rob en s d. Harn ett 
3- 11. 11-5. 11-4, 9- 11. 11-4 

and world inte r-
co ll eg iat e 
champi on Jack 
Newman a nd 
Tim Swe e ne y . 
Th e war mth of 
th e W oo d fie ld 
c lu b in th e 
chilly Octob e r 
wind s, the ho -
pitality of Dave 
Negret e , the 
ama zin g a bi l i­
tie s of the pro s 
and cash award s 
fo r mos t o f the 
age divi . io n 
mak e thi s tour ­
nam e n t th e 
favori te ga ther­
ing of the yea r 
for Midw es te rn 
players . 

As the 32' opened in 
Chica go, there would be 
few surpri ses in store. A 
de lay a t th e airport in 
sou thern California cau sed 
# 11 seed Dave John so n to 
miss th e op e nin g round 
and valuable Chica g o 
ranking poin t s. Loc a l 

fav o rit e John Neg rete might have had #4 
see d Ruben Gon zal ez on the rop es if he 
had be e n ab le to co nv ert hi s tw o ga me 
point s in ihe fir t game . Negre te 's near­
perfe c t backhand splats fou nd Gon zalez in 
disbelie f. In the only match pa iring c losely 
rank ed pl a ye rs, Ca n adian Nati o nal 
Champi o n Mik e Ceres ia cap tured the win 
in fo ur ov er T ex an Todd O ' Neil. In all 
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W Wood f ie ld 
Tdcqu(! t c lul> 

' , 
I -, .. 

o ther ca c , every high e r seed wo n h is 
opening mat ch . It was a feat be I enjoyed 
while it lasted . 

The round of ixte en brough t about 
the up c t the crowd passionate ly awai ted . 
On ly thr ee of the top eig ht eeds won 111 

1his round . Tho se three were Ray, Rober1s, 

Jan uary/Feb ruary 1993 

and Gonza lez. Top seed Ray and Roben s 
won qu ickly in three . Fan an11cipated 1he 
victorie , but not the speed with which they 
occurred. Crowd favori tes Newman and 
Sweeney were taken out in three merci less 
games by Bret Harnett and Gonz alez . The 
bia ed Chicago cro wd could be of little 

ByTRS 

Op pos ite: Rob erts reg roups duri ng a 
lime-out. 

Left: Swa in effectively moves Obremski 
around the court for a win at Chicago's 
Woodfield Racquet Club 

he lp. Cliff Swain . the #8 seed and Dan 
Obremski the #9 battled a tough get-and-go 
five game blas ter before Swain claimed lhe 
win. Doubles partner s Drew Kachtik and 
Mike Guidry faced off with Kachtik win­
ning in four. 

The tw o matches that got the most 
crowd attention were Mike Yellen vs. 
Woody Clouse and Tim Doy le vs. Roger 
Harripersad. Having ju . t sw itched to the 
new E Fo rce racquet, Clouse surp r ised 
every one with h is ab ility to get Yellen ·s 
well -placed passes and lo rek ill his lef t-up s 
with a deft touch in the front coun. After a 
first game loss, #14 seed Clouse took the 
next three in a co nvincing fashion. 
Canadian national team st ar and former 
inlercollcgi::ite champion Harriper sad used 
his long reach and never-say-die altitude to 
post the upset against #5 seed Doyle. 
Despite breaking a string and having to 

• Light Weight 
• Super Stiff 
• 3 Built-In Vibration 

Dampening Systems 
• Comes Unstrung 

(String Provided) 
• tackl-mac~ Grip 

(Provided) 

World's Hardest Hitting 
Racquet...Sure It Has Been Said 
Before ... Now The Proof Is In 
Your Own Hands 

TRANSITION RACQUET SPORTS 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 
THE NEAREST DEALER OR FREE 
CATALOG CALL 1-&CJ0.473-4425 
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borrow a SLrobe in gam e four , he ove rca me 
four match point s for the 16 - 14 win. The 
extended two po int win rule was a crowd­
please r. Harrip ersad carried his momentum 
into game five for the win over last year's 
Chicag o winner. 

In the quaner s, Kachti.k play ed a par-

ti c ul ar ly s tr o ng fir s t gam e again s t 
Gonz alez. Kachtik jump ed LO a qui ck 8 - 2 
lead by roll ing out num e rous ba ck hand 
splats (his best shot of the day) . Tim e and 
aga in he went to the same we ll for winne rs . 
Afte r Lrading the firs t two , eac h man se rved 
thr ee tim es for th e win in ga m e thr ee . 

Canadian National Team's Roger 
Harripersad lunges for a get in a strong 
showing in Chicago. 

Finally , Kac htik 's backhand sp lat ended 
th e rally for th e 14 - 12 Kach tik win. 
Down 7 - 4 in the fourth , Kachtik refu sed 
to g ive up . A full horizontal stre tch for a 
terrifi c get resulted in a sldp for Gon zalez 
that would bring an end to an inten se and 
very phy sica l match . Kachti k walked with 
a victory in thi s battle of an ongoing war. 

Again st C louse , Harrip ersa d co ntin ­
ued to amaze. In game two, he was ab le to 
han g tou gh through one game point for a 
I 6 - 14 win . Pla gued by broken str ings , 
H arripe rsa d suff e red throu gh two mo re 
break s in this matc h. Clouse was a man on 
fire in Chicago a he ripp ed ba ll after ball 
wi th inc re dibl e precisio n . A clean ro ll 
take n off a s lightly long Harripe rsad cei l­
ing ball bro ught C louse the win and a berth 
in the semi 's. 

Aga in s t Robe rt s, Harn e tt too k an 
overwhelmin g IO - 0 lead out of the blo cks 
before posti ng a dec isive victory . In game 
tw o and th ree . Robert s changed the pace 
w ith off- spee d kill s for nea r reve r als of 

-



Harnett hits the deck as Newman moves 
in to position. 

the fir st game . Harnett fo ught savag ely 
enoug h in game fou r fo r the w in and a 
chance at the match in the fifth . In the 
breaker Roberts pro ved too intense as he 
slretched for the ear ly 7 - 2 lead that made 
the di ffe rence for the wi n. 

Swa in 's be t effort aga in st Ray in 
Chicago was a game two comeback from 0 
- 5 for the w in. Ray kept squandering big 
leads, letti ng a I O - 2 lead in game three 
become IO - IO before fi nishing Swa in in 
the ex tended game. A s Ray saw his 6 - I 
lead begi n l o l i p away i n the dec id in g 
game fo u r, he w ent to a l ic e serve to 
Swain ' s forehand to close it out i n quick 
fa hio n. Ray's " between-the- legs back ­
hand ro ll out" from 38 feet wo n the pecta­
tors' award fo r the best-of -show . 

A lth ough Robert s opened the emi 's 
w ith a w in in three over Clo use, the match 
bega n m uc h c lose r than i t l oo ked on 
paper. T he ex tended game one could have 
gone ei ther way . In game tw o, controve r-

Tribute 

Goatskin 

• 

sial cal ls seemed the norm. One Clo use 
serve call ed short w as ov erturn ed on the 
appea l to give Clo use the acc . Robert s 
prot es ted that the erv e had o n ly been 
unretum able becau e he had stopped play 
w ith the short call. The ensuin g replay on 
the deci sion of comm issioner Hank M arcus 

took the fin al wind from Clo use·s sails. 
Th e Ray / Kachtik match was a see­

saw five-g ame. Fallin g behind in gam e 
five because of numerous skips and poo r 
shot selecti on, Kachtik los t hi s composure 
and began to el f-destruct. Ray kept on the 
pressure for the co nv incin g w in with an 

Vision 

Cabretta 

Reactor 

Synthetic 



Robcn s d . Cc rcsia 
11-4. 11-6. 11-3 

Swee ney d . Yellen 
8- 11, 8- 11. 11-5, 11-5. 11-7 

Swarn d. KalZ 
11-8. 11-0. 11-9 

C louse d . Pani ,o 

an 

Roben s d . Sweeney 
11-3, 11-6, 11-2 

Swain d. Clou se 
ll-J0 . 11-3, 11-4 

Newman d. Gon zalez 
11-7, 9- 11, 12-10, 6-11. 12-10 

Ray d. Doy le 
1 1-13. 1 1-6 . 11-6. I 1-7 

11-5, 11-2, I 1- 10 Riffriside, 
car vrnia 

Above: Woody C louse in a moment of jubilation. 
Gon1~1lez d . Obremski 
I 1-8. 11-6. 3- 1 I. I 1-7 
Newm an d. Ham el! 

5-11. 11-9. 8-1 I. 11-8. 11-4 
Doyle d. Guidry 

11-5, 11-9, 9- 11, I 1-6 
Ray d. Krickorian 
11-8, 11-5, I 1-2 

inten se display of emotion al determination . 
In the final , Robert s abso lutely domi ­

nated game one and the beginning of game 
two. Ray rebounded for wins in two and 
lhree. At 4 - 9 in game four, Roben s' side­
ou t see med to win back momentum . 
Survivin g four game points for the win in 
game four , Roberts burned up game fiv e 
playing his best ball of the seaso n. His 
decisive I I - 2 win brought him lhe numb er 
one ranking and the first place check . 

Riverside, California 
Swain Untouchable on the 

West Coast 
by Ralph Kusche 

Each year autumn brings the 
International Racquetball Tour bac k into 
the traditional hotbed of rac quetball , 
Soulhern Californi a. An hour eas t of Los 
Angeles, Riverside 's Tournam ent House is 
home to many of California's finest such as 
Steve Lerner and Jeff Conin e, as well as 
greats from the past, Rich Wagoner and 
Craig McCoy . The rabid crowds, industry 
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Below : Kachtik goes airborne in Baltimore. 

Below right: Ray and Roberts battling in the final in Baltimore. 

VIP's. a handful of WPRA pros 
including Toni Beve lock mak e 

Ri verside truly festive in mid November. 
With the level of play, the terrific loca tion, 
and tremendou s hospitality. it is well worth 
building time into your calendar for this 
one . 

Unlik e Chicago, num ero us upsets in 

the round 32 in Riverside seemed like a 
replay of las t yea r's event. A qualifier in 
this eve nt, San Diego's Joey Paraiso looked 
more like a reg ular tou ring pro as he neatly 
took out Kachtik in four. Katz made anoth­
er appearance o n hi s ab brevia ted tour 
sc hed ule and qui ck ly up se t Ca lif ornia n 
J o hn so n in thr ee s hort ga mes . J aso n 
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Krickorian has improved hi s game enough 
to pass the first round stumbling blo ck with 
severa l appe a ran ces thi s seas on in th e 
round of sixteen, a curre nt num be r fiftee n 
ranking , and big wi n in River side agai nst 
Texa s' Todd O'N e il. Another qualifier , 
Adam Karp look ed toug h carv ing ou l sev­
e ral oppor tuniti es agai ns t #2 see d Ray 
befor e Ray won in four. 

The highlig ht of the round of s ixtee n 
was th e Sweeney vs. Yel len ma tch -up . 
Ye llen rook the firs! 1wo game s, co ntro lling 
t11e pace as mos t every thin g Sweeney tr ied 
had liu le s ucces s. Swe e ney , how e ver, 
proved in Memphi s again st Harn ell that he 
is the kind o f p layer that ca n turn thin gs 
around from two ga me do wn. So mehow , 
Swee ney man age d Lo pass Yel len enou gh 
Lo win ga mes three and four before falling 
be hind a moki ng Ye llen in ga me fi ve. 
Determi ned to go dow n fightin g. Sweeney 
fo und the range on hi awesome dri ve 
se rves and qui c kly sc ored te n point s. A 
co nt rove rs ia l ca ll al 10 - 6 rega rding the 
new professio nal "o ut-o f-court '" rulin g was 
no sa lva t io n for Ye ll en as Sw ee ney 
grabbed the win, I I - 6. 

Another to ug h five-ga mer in the s ix­
tee ns wa New m an vs . Ha rn e tt. In 
Chicago , Harne ll steamrol led Newman on 
hom e turf in th ree . A L first , River s id e 
app ea red Lo be a rep ea t pe rf or man ce . 
New man, howeve r, showed whai yea rs o f 
experience ca n do as he made all the neccs• 
sa ry adj u s tme n ts to comba t Ha rneu 's 
power . Ne wma n use d so me ex t re me ly 
tight, well-placed, and we ll-paced ha lf lobs 
to keep Harn e tt from sellin g up by game s 

.... 
...... 

...... 
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four and five. ln the rallies , Newman cut 
off the ball ear ly and found a rhythm hil­
ting behind a ch argi ng Harnett to ca pture 
his first victory over Harnett in five. 

Gonzal ez, with a muscle hyper ex len­
s ion in the rib cage area won in four over 
Obrem ski wi th a damaged should er that has 
ca used lack- luster play all seaso n. Doyle 
and Sw ain blew past the Tex as co ntin gent 
of Gui dry and Kat z in thre e games each . 
Clouse stopped the upse t king Parai so in 
his tracks in a quick thre e. Th e top seeds, 
Rob erts and Ray eas ily wo n in three. 

Newman and Go nzale z me t in the 
quarter s after ju st havi ng co nducted a ca mp 
at th e ho s t club th e previou s weeke nd. 
Gon za lez , obvious ly st ill su ffe rin g th e 
effec ts of injury . Loo k so me big risks that 
he wou ld not have otherwi se. Shoo ting for 
acc ura cy instea d of pow er, Gon za lez held 
tough . Newman grabbed the lead with two 
unb elievab le backhand splat rollouts at IO -
IO in ga me three . Go nzalez too k ga me four 
afte r a se ries of fo ur co n cc ut ive divin g 
ge ts that ended in a backha nd ro llout at 6 -
7. Going back a nd fort h. New man tied 
thing up al IO - IO in game live, w ith a 
straig ht kill o ff a left- up shot. Two more 
backh and winne rs gave him the match. To 
Newman's c redit , he wi se ly chose s mart 
pla y ove r shoo ting for see min gly easy win­
ners aga inst the disadvan tage d Gonzalez . 

A co ntr ove rs ial hind er in game one 
gave Doyl e a sideou t against Ray at IO -
I I th a t he c o n verted to a 13 - 11 w in . 
Whe n Ray becomes animated ove r a ca ll, 
res t ass ured that it' s que stionabl e al bes t. 
Ray, one of th e mos t co mpo sed pla ye rs 

I _,, 

1-800-243-5033 
COMPLETE LINE OF 

RACQUETBALL 
PRODUCTS ••• 

EKTELON, HEAD, 
PRO-KENNEX, 

PENN ••• 
RACQUETS, GLOVES, 

EYEWEAR, 
ACCESSORIES ••• 

Stringing Made Easy 
Tension Range - 10-90 lbs. 
6 Poml Mounbng System 
Drop Weigh( l'lllh 
Linear Ba/I Gnpper 
Damage-Free Slnngmg 
for All Sue Frames 
Frame Pre Stretch 
2 Deluxe Clamps 
5 YeJf Lim,ted 
Warranl)I 
lnslrucbons 
Free Siring 

the A(;'!P 
Portable 
Stringer 

NRG IN MA: 1-508-852-8987 
Add S2.75 for UPS In USA 

1!11111 Minimum Order $25.00 
Dept.K 

P.O. BOX 331 • WEST BOYLSTON, MA 01583 

UnderGlove 
The 100% Cotton Sock 

for your Hand 

• Extends glove and grip life 
• Prevents the "S quishy" 

feeling 
• Always a SURE GRIP 
• SAVES YOU MONEY 
• Wear under any sport glove 

UnderGlove 
1916 Bryn Mawr N.E . 

Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505) 266-4461 
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Robcm d. Krickorian 
11-9 . 7- 11. 11-6 . 11-7 

Yellen d. Sw eene y 
11-J. 11- 1. I I -0 

Kachtik d . Clou,c 
11-4. 11-8. 1- 11. 11-7 

Ob rcm ,ki d. Gonzalez 
5-1 1, 7- 11. 11-3. 11-7. 11-8 

Swain d . John son 
11- 13. 12- 10. 11-7 . 9- 11. 11-6 

Guidry d . New mon 
1- 11, 11-6. 11-6. 11-6 

Doy le d . Sim one11c 
11-9. 11-4. 9- 11. 8- 11, 11-5 

Ruy d. Cc rc, ia 
11-5, 11-5. 8- 11. 11-7 

Roberts d . Yell en 
12- 10. I 1-6. 8- 11. 11- 1 

Kachtik d. Obrem ki 
8- 11, 7- 11. 11-4 . 11-5 . 11-2 

Swa in d. Guidry 
11-6. 11-8. 11-5 

Ray d. Doy le 
I 1-5 , 11-9, 9- 11. 11-9 

Swe e n ey 
start ed hesitantl y 
agains t Robe rt s. 
co nfu sed w hether 
to sho rt ho p 
Robe rt s l obs. o r 
w a it and tak e 
th em to th e ce il ­
ing. Rob ert s wa 
up 9 - 0 before 
Swee ney fir st 
sco red . G ames 
tw o and th ree 
were no d i fferen t 
as a co ld Sweeney 
fac ed a ho t 
Robe rt s w ho 
l ooked as i f he 
cou ld d o no 
wro ng 1n th i 
mntch a he 
sco red m atc h 
point on a chest -
hi gh ro ll oul fr om 
center court. 

Newma n · 
famous b::iekh::ind 
and n co upl e of 
cri sp cro s co urt s 
br o ug ht him an 
e::irl y lea d and 
game one vic to ry 

ever , used thi s energy 10 tum up the heat on 
Doyle in the next tw o fo r 11 - 6 w ins. With 
a similar fini sh in game four , Ray ·s mental 
toughne ss and eonsi . tency proved victori ­
ous on thi s day. 

agai nst R ::iy. It 
was a m::itch-up of co ntr o ll ed power, cat­
::ind-mo use racqu etb ::ill. Ray went to h is 
trademark " li ce•- serves i n game two but to 
no avai l. Newman seemed to do no wrong 
w i th con sisten t wi nners and some tough 

---
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cracks for the upset in thr ee sLraight. 
Swain entered again st Robert play ing 

a cut ::ibove right rrorn the start. Th e only 
real su pen e wa s w hether Robert s co uld 
avo id a fir st game dou ghnu t. He did not. 
Game s tw o and thr ee were o nl y sli ght ly 
better wi th cores of tw o and th ree . A n 
obv iously fru strated Roberts found him sel f 
in a ball thr ow in g alt erc::iti on as tempers 
flared :.Jftcr Robe rt s dr ill ed Swain with a 
serv ice return . The two thought beli er of it 
and ended th e match ::i co upl e of point s 
later wi thout furthe r outbreak . 

In the fin al , Swai n pressured New man 
int o num erou un fo rced er ror s. Plnyi ng 
like a man po sc ed , Swai n' s in cred ible 
refl exes ::ind intensi ty could not be stopped. 
WiLh an easy win in thr ee, Swa in h::id gone 
thr ough the enti re drnw suffering onl y one 
loss, that at the hands o f L oui Voge l in the 
rou nd o f 32 . Swa in ::innounc ed af ter the 
v ictory th at he i b::ick with a vengeance 
after ::i bri ef hiatu and forny into pro ten­
ni . South ern Ca l ifo rni a has proved to be 
good to Sw::iin, wi th nume ro us pro wi ns 
here in pa L ea on . an earl ier v ictory thi 
season in Lo s A ngeles. and a ti t le from the 
old days m the elit e Ek telon Nati on::ils. 

13allimore 
VW Credit Series 

Ray grabs his first VCI Win 
By Mark Henry 

Fir t there was Roberts in D all as i n 
January c laimin g the inau gural V CI event. 
Th en Hogan Look New Y ork . and Swai n 
Look Lo s Ange le . Thi s yea r . Go nza lez 
added h i nam e to the prestigiou s li st i n 
Montr eal. Now, Ray jo in s the group with a 
bi g victory in the VCI Seri es in Baltimore 
in late N ovemb er. 

On e of the best spectator fac ilitie s in 
the nati on, the M errit Athl eti c c lub pro­
vides Lwo side/back w::ill g lass court end to 
end wh ich can be observed from any lev el 
in the vast fac ilit y. Hosting the event were 
the newly emerg in g promotional team o f 
JAM Sport s. Re pon sibl e for several major 
fir st cla ss even ts thi s year , the grou p has 
beco me quit e v isibl e i n the North eastern 
U.S . 

The only upset in th e opening round 

One and two seeds Ray and Roberts 
fought a tough five-game bout at 
Baltimore's Merrit Athletic Club. 
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was by Baltimore's ow n Dave Simonette 
aga ins t Harne tt. S imo nette is a former 
nationa l team member, World Champio n 
Memphis State team member, and forme r 
successf ul j unior com petitor. In one of the 
best matches of the tourname nt, Simonette 
and Hamett battled throug h five incredible 
ga mes of grit and determ ina tion. Grea t 
court coverage and prec ise shot se lec tion 
by both players provided an amazing show. 
In the end, Simonette claimed victory after 
an intense match with two extended games. 

In th e s ixtee n s, Ye ll en fo und h is 
revenge on Swee ney from Riversi de by dis­
patching him in the blink of an eye in three 
with one doughnut. A less-than-recovered 
Obremski ca me back from two dow n to 
impose the sa me reve nge on Gonzalez . 
Guidry forced a big upset agains t New man. 
It was Doy le that en ded Simone tte's run 
but not without diffic ult y and five good 
games . 

In fo ur games, Ro berts di spa tched 
Yellen in a semi that seems like their 100th 
of the seaso n. Swai n neve r let Gu idry get 
s tart ed by de mo li s h ing him in a qu ick 

GLOV ES 
Penn Gloves ...... .. .. ....... ... Please Call 
Hogan Dynatack (Red) .......... .. .. 9 .99 
Hogan Pro Dynatack (Blk/ Yel) . 12 .99 
Ektelon Classic Cabretta .. .... .... l 0 .99 
Ektelon All Pro Cabre tta ..... .. .... . 8 . 99 
Ektelon Controller ..................... 7. 99 
Ektelon Performer .. .. ... .. .. ...... .. 14 .99 
Ektelon Mentor(Synthetic) .. ........ 8. 99 
Head Glove s ................... Please Call 
Kenn ex Gloves ........... ..... . Please Call 
ACC ESS ORIES 
Balls,Grips,Socks .......... ... Please Call 
Vibration Dampers .. .. .... ... Please Call 
Prince,Wilson String ... ...... Please Call 

V,so/MC or Discover Cord Accepted o r send Money 
Ord er Add S4 .95 for UPS Shipping & Insurance . 
CO D odd S4 00 . Air shipping ovo iloble for ad ditionol 
cho rge . AK,Hl,PR,APO or FPO $1 1 95 . 
CA resident, odd 8 .25% Sales Tax 
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three. Ray was smooth as silk as he stayed 
in contro l and one ste p ahead agai nst 
Doyle's shotgun blasts. 

Surprising ly, the most exci teme nt of 
the ro u nd came fr om t he Kacht ik vs . 
Obre msk i ma tch . It was a re turn to 
Obremski ' s usua l top- no tch fo rm in the 
first two games as he moved Kachtik we ll 
around the court for clear victories. It has 
bee n a disap po inting ope ning seaso n for 
Obre mski due to a preseason training inj ury 
to his right shoulder. With the di fficulty he 
encountered in his sw ing combined with a 
loss of valuab le tra in ing time, Ob remski 
has drop ped from his usua l top eight posi­
tion . In this match, he disp layed his typical 
c ham pio nshi p fo rm , co mp lete wit h his 
usual hustle , d iving gets, and smoking-gun 
se rves. Unfortunate ly for Obremski, his 
two game lead was not a cushion agains t 
Kachtik. Kachtik's scrambling and amaz­
ing rekills are tailor made for a high speed, 
powerfu l oppo nent. Here it was Kachtik in 
five in a crowd favorite. 

In the semis, Roberts gained the upper 
hand agai nst Kachtik in the extended first 

game and never let go. With careful read­
ing and remarkable shooting . Roberts frus­
trated Kachtik in three games. Both play­
ing great ball, Ray and Swain matched up 
in the other semi for a meeting of riva ls 
from rece nt seaso ns past. Focussed and 
tough thi s yea r after las t yea r's ups and 
downs, Ray stayed confident and authorit a­
tive for the win in four against one of the 
houes t players in today's game. 

In the fina l, Roberts and Ray bo th 
sta rted ou t hun gry . Knowi ng as much 
abou t one another's style as any pair on the 
tour, these two pull no punches. The re was 
no lack of intensity in the televised final as 
each man jockeyed for position and contro l. 
A textbook example of a well-planned 
agenda on the court, each man calculated 
every step and adj usted to every unexpect ­
ed twist and tum. Roberts tried to rev isit 
the form th at capture d t he 1991 
Tra nsCoasta l GrandnationaJs by taki ng Ray 
off balance with well timed powe r shots. 
Ray, however was ready to change the pace 
enoug h 10 force Roberts out of perfect set­
ups then capita lize for the win. 

RAC Q UETS SHOES 
Ektelon Eminence .. ....... ...... Please Call Ektelon Voltus 3/ 4 ...... ............. 69. 99 
Ektelon Strobe ........ ... ....... . Please Call Ektelon Renegade ...... .... ..... .... . 52. 99 
Ektelon Strion .... .. .............. .... 126 . 99 Ektelon N irvana 3/ 4 ......... ..... .. 49.99 
Ektelon Desori ........ ....... ..... ...... 96 . 99 Ektelon Indoor Court ......... Please Call 
Head Collossus ............. ..... Please Call SPORT BAGS 
Head Lasers peed .. ............. Please Call Ektelon Tournament ..... ....... .... .. 44. 99 
Hogan ASM/ Asymetric SO Please Call Ektelon Sports Courier ........ ...... 36. 99 
Splading Goliath/ Assault. .. Please Call Ekttlon RTS Express .... .... ..... .... . 29 .99 
Estusa Obremski ............... . Please Call Spalding Pro or Geometric Please Call 
Wil son Hammer 2.7 ... ....... Please Call Hogan Nitro Pro ........ ...... . Please Call 
E·Force Models .... .... ......... Please Call EYEWEAR 

)~

• Ektelon Interceptor .... ...... ......... 24. 99 
{~ :•et:, Ektelon O lympus .... ......... .. ....... 26.99 
~ Ektelon Prism ...... ........ ........ ..... 18. 99 
~ ~ Action Eyes ........ ...... ... ..... Please Call 

INFO (2 13) 259-8666FAX (2 13)259-95 16 Leader Eyewear ......... ....... Please Call 

Hightower USA 4691 Eagle Rock Blvd.Department RB Los Angeles, CA 90041 
Open Mon -Thu 9 am-4pm. Fri.& Sat. 9am- l pm PST. 

K I L L S H O T • 33 



Dynamic Duo 

Pros and Cons of 
Shot Selection 

Racquetball's right way and wrong way 
By Fran Davis & Stu Hastings 

Takin g 1he right sho t at the right lime 
can win or lose a match .. Thi s is whal we 
call shot selecrion. Many of us get into the 
heat of battle and don't think , we ju s l 
.. bang· •. We an: often guilty of hitting 1he 

shot we like or the shot we fee l comfor t­
able with al the time as opposed to taki ng 
1he appropriate shot that will win the point . 

se lec tion ca n be found in the box. 
Jn addition to the formul a thr ee addi­

tion al tips to keep in mind are: 

The form ul a that we developed and 
that we use a t our cam ps to explain shot I) Wh ere your opponent is 110 1. 

Pros Cons 

a.) If your opponent is on the left side of the court, hit to the 
right side not back at him (unless you are deliberately jamming 
him) 

Pros Cons 

c.) If your opponent is up front, hit deep •· a pass or ceiling 
shot, not a kill or a pinch 
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Pros Cons 

b.) If your opponent is on the right side of the court hit to the 
left side not back at her (unless you arc del iber a tely jamming 
her ) 

Pros Cons 

d.) If your opponent is back hit up front·- a pinch or kill 
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II 

II 
II 
11 

II 
II 

A+B+C+D -- E 
YOU BALL OPPONENT SCORE SHOT SELECTION 

A- YOU. Your position on the court and your ability level 

B- BALL. Height, speed, and angle of the ball coming at you 

C- OPPONENT. Opponent ' s position (most important) 

D- SCORE. Score of the game/match 

E- SHOT SELECTION. What shot you should taJce 

Add up all of these factors to determine a high percentage shot selection 

2.) Try to keep yo ur body between the 
ball and your oppone nt , to shad e the ba ll 
more effec tive ly 

ity and power you can ro ll the ball ou t or 
blow it by your opponent. Every time you 
hit a winne r ask your self, " If the ball was 
left up and returnab le and I didn't roll it 
out could my opponent have return ed it?"' 
If the answer is yes , then you didn ' t take 
the right shol beca use you hit it right back 
to your opponent (unless it was a deliber­
a te jam). The po int of sho t selec tio n is if 
yo u hit the right shot at the right time you 

will wi n mor e points more qu ickly and 
conse rve energy. In s tead of w inn ing a 
match in two hours, 11-10 tiebreake r, with 
smarter shot se lection the result s of win­
nin g the match would be the same, bul you 
would win in one hour two straigh t, 15- 10. 
15-11 . Be mor e se lective in your shots 
because yo u wi ll see playing sma rter is 
beuer than play ing harder. Give it a try . it 
works. 

3 .) Make your oppone nt run the fur­
thest distance to ge t to the ball -- mor e 
time hilling on the nm equal more errors 

Shot e lecuo 11, j u t like court posi tion 
is a crucial part of the ga me. Do not take it 
ligh tly and feel that with your athletic abil-

:to 
A Winning Formula from a Winning Team 

Wk 
Add ii up. You'll gel 11101P. tu, you, money with /he ,acquetball coaching team. Fran Davis and Stu Hastings (U.S. Team Coaches). ~ 
The TWO BEST HEADS'" /og,,ihe, ,yam. ,a,d«l,,,g 3·d>y ,,cQW/0011 camp, m yow"" · ---
Physical and Mental Skills + Nutrition + Conditioning + Training Methods= Our Total Training Solution . :::-I · : • : • · • •E 
Only F1i111 ;111d Stu have the combined Wo1/d Class /1c1i11i11g skills that you need And thats THE REAL PLUS! ' . . ' 

Winter/Spring Tour 1993 
Jan 15-17 West Allis, WI 
Jan 29-31 South Plainfield, NJ 

West Allis A.C . 
Ricochet Health 

Feb 12-14 Tucker, GA (Atlanta) Tucker Racquet 

March 5-7 
March 12-14 
April 16-18 
June 11-13 

Allentown, PA 
Indianapolis, IN 
Minneapolis, MN 
Cincinnati, OH 

Allentown Racquetball Club 
Racquetball Club of Greenbriar 
Northeacquet Club 

Feb 19-21 Crystal City, VA Slcyline Clubs Midtown AC 

MAIL TO OR CONTACT : A HEAL THY RACQUET . INC ., 28 Ramsey Road , Middlesex , NJ 08846 (908) 560-0647 FAX (908) 469-2262 

Affillaled with ADA . AARA and US National Team W~~ • 
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America's 

titIS-1 

Disguising the 
Power Serve 

To properly disguise your 
serve like Cliff Swain you 
must work on having one 
consistent ; service motion. 
This enabJes you to hit all 
your serves from the same 
motion. 

The Serve as a Weapon: 

The Smoking Gun of the 
Power Game 

In the old west shoot ou ts. (a t least 
the one s in the old movies) it was always 
th e guns lin ger with th e best draw that 
lived to walk away. Some were fast , some 
were deceptive , and some were ju st unpr e­
dictable . The thin g that they all had in 
common was a leve l of confidence in their 
ab ility to start the fight with a decided 
adva nta ge. In rat:qu etb all , th e "quick 
draw" that starts the light is the serve. Just 
like the gunslingers. today 's racq uetb all 
player needs strong serves he can exec ute 
with confi dence . 

Whether you are a "powe r player ", a 
"con trol player" or somewh ere in­
between , it is vital that you reali ze that the 
serve in itself is a powerful weapon. Even 
at t.he club level , the player that can suc­
cessfully blast his serves usually wins the 
match. You were prob ably taught early in 
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By Jack Newman 
your racquetball ca reer that the se rve is 
important because it is your chance to play 
the ball from a perfect set-up, and because 
it is like an opening in chess that dictates 
the pattern for play that follows . 

Just like tlie club level, in the matches 
on the Interna tional Racquetball Tou r, the 
serve may be the determining factor in the 
outcome of the match . In thr ee re cent 
matches, the strong serve made all the dif­
ference . 

In November in Riverside California, 
Cliff Swain re-ass erted him self as one of 
the best serve rs in the history of the ga me. 
A racquetball prodigy, Cliff emerged as a 
teenager in the mid l980's winning every­
thing in sight. He combined a sharp mind, 
tremendous athlet ic ability, and ama zing 
power packe d into a sma ll frame to storm 

the pro tour. In the semi final in the top 
half of the draw , Cliff would face one of 
the bes t-schoo led and most accom plished 
players on the tour, Andy Roberts. Andy 
had demolished him in New Or lea ns in 
August, so C liff was primed for reve nge. 
Cliff has a very deceptive service motion 
that disguise s his shot s very effective ly. 
As a lef ty , he co nfu ses oppone nts eve n 
more and is ab le to drive ser ve very effec­
tively aga inst right-h anders. 

In Rive rside, Cliff skillfully mixed 
powe rful drives dow n both sid es and Z's 
to the back hand to crush Andy in three 
straight. Jt was an awesome serving dis­
p lay th at ea rned Cliff s ix a ce s in each 
game . Because of the power Cliff could 
generate an d disgui se so we ll , Andy 's 
amaz ing anticipation was shattered . After 
many weak returns , Andy could only shrug 
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his should ers and begin lo reg roup for the 
next eve nt. 

On th e o ther s ide of th e g las s, I 
watched with interest as l would then face 
Cliff in the finals . r formu lated a stra tegy 
right away to try to slow the pace and lo 
be e ·pecially ready lo return his serv es to 
the best of my abi lity. I a lso figured there 
would be no way Cliff co uld se rve as con• 
si tently as he had against Andy . 

I wa s co mpl etely mi s take n . C liff 
co ntinu ed his incred ib le se rving lo keep 
me off balance in every ra lly. He smoke d 
me in three stra ight. l cou ld on ly hrug 
my shou lde rs and get rend y for the nex t 
event. 

Farther into the depths of the pow er 
servers, is Ca lifo rnia 's Ti m Doy le . T im 's 
ballistic serves have become legend on the 
pro to ur. While T im 's drive s lack th e 
deception C liff achieve . they mo re than 
make up for it in sheer speed . Wh en he is 
on a ro ll. Ti m' serve are nea rly impo s i­
ble lO return . 

Probab ly the best def ense aga in l the 
s ho tgun er ve be long s to Mike Ra y . 
Mike ' s long stride s :ind reac h enable him 
lo get ba lls that a re out of play for mo t 

Returning the 
Power Serve 

To return the power 
serve you must have 
good footwork and a 
quick stroke, like 
Mike Ray. The big 
mistake most players 
make on a power 
drive serve is in trying 
to kill the ball when 
returning the serve in 
an off-balance posi­
tion. This results in a 
skip. 

ot her player s . With short fas t s troke s , 
Mike use prec ise passes lo take adva ntage 

of the server's far forward position. 
Ray vs. Doyle has occurred twice this 

season, in River side and at the VCI Series 
event in Baltimore. Both times. Mike has 
come up a relativ ely easy win ner in four 
ga mes. The lesso n to be learned here is 
th a t with proper strategy a nd ti min g. 
strong return s ca n be made even against 
the world 's best power se rvers. 

Mik e is like the Jimm y Co nners of 
our tour in that he can destroy the bi g 
servers . With out co mbining speed with 
deception. mos t of the b lasters be co me 
frustrated agains t Mike once he adju sts 10 

their pace. 
It is ex tremely important th a t yo u 

develop a strong co nfident power serve as 
you climb the rnnks . Since you have two 
ser ves 10 work with. you will be able 10 

overpower most B a nd C playe rs with 
ace s. As you progress beyond thi s leve l. 
yo u wi ll nee d to deve lop strong return s 
and good deception on your serves as well. 
As you can see . we not only teach this in 
our camp s, but h:ive lo learn more and 
more ~ubllelies con stantly in our matches 
on the IRT . 

America's Most Wanted Racquetball Camps 1993 

Rub en Gon zalez Doug Ganim Andy Roberts Tim Sweeney 

• Men, Women & Juniors of All Abilities • Hours: Sat.-Sun. 10am - 4pm 
• Personalized Instruction & Videotape Analysis • Cost: $150 (Juniors $100) 
• Best Value in Racquetball Camps 

~ ~ Instructors ~ Um Instructors 
Salt Lake City, UP- Feb 12 -13 Newman/Ganim Helena, MT Apr . 3 - 4 Newman/Roberts 

*Special Hours : Fri. 6pm - 10pm & Sat. 9am - 5pm Detroit, MI Apr . 17-18 Gonzalez/Ganim 
Salinas, CA Mar. 6 - 7 Newman/Gonzalez Denver, CO Apr. 17 - 18 Newman/Roberts 
Manchester, NH Mar. 20 - 21 Roberts/Gonzalez Minneapolis, MN May 1 - 2 Newman/Roberts 
St. Louis, MO Mar. 20 - 21 Newman/Sweeney FUTURE SITES (Dates TBA) 
Pittsburgh, PA Mar. 20 - 21 Ganim/Obremski Atlanta Phoenix Kansas City 
Dallas, TX Mar. 27 - 28 Gonzalez/Roberts Houston Columbus New Jersey 
Fayetteville, NC Mar. 27 - 28 Newman/Sweeney Southern California Oticago Oeveland 

VISAORMASTERCARD welcomed. PHONE: 1-800-ROLLOUT 
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Large Charm ............. .............. $52 
w/Gold BaJI ......................... $67 ' . . ., 
w/Diamond ................ ........ $112 

. -· . ., .. -J •. , , 

• 
Small Chann .............. ......... .... $39 

w/Gold Ball .................. ....... $5S 
w/Diamond ........ .................. $91 

Lightweight Chains ........... $2/inch 
Heavyweight Chains ......... $4/inch 

- ff~ ~ 
~'-'--~ . '., 

~~~ ~ <,V' 
(.,..--.c. .......... .... ,..,..,,. 

1-800-762-4653 

ORDER TODAY 1-800-762-4653 
Court Rat T-Shirt ..... ....... ..... $12.95 

(White) 
AARA Sweatshirt ..... .......... . $19 .95 

(White) 
K.ill It T-Shirt .......... ... ..... ...... $12 .95 

(White) 
Canton Fleece ............ ..... ..... $28 .95 
(Neon Pink, Lime 
or Yellow) 

Hot Shot T-Shirt ...... ....... ...... $12 .95 
(White or Black) 

Racquetball Tie ..... ........... ..... $15.00 
(Maroon or Navy ) 

Hogan Video ............. ............. $19 .95 
Racquetball Bracelet ........ .. $299 .00 

w/Diamonds ........... ........... . $600.00 
Racquetball Earrings .......... . $89.00 
Racquetbball Pinky Ring ..... $72.00 

Regular UPS $3.50, 2nd Day Air $6.00 

Guaranteed Holiday Del ivery 
Mail Check and Money Ordm 10: 

FIRST COAST PROMOTIONS 
1760 Shadowood Lane, #410A 
~ Jacksonville, FL 32207 ~ 
~ Fax (904) 396-6936 ii..-

Subscribe Today! 
Action 

Personalities 
Instruction 
Equipment 

KILLSHOT 
M 

Don't miss a single 
issue. Subscribe 

today and have the 
exciting world or rac­
quetball delivered to 

you bi-monthly 
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A G A z N E 

Please send 5 issues of KILLSHOT at the subscription price of $ 16.95. $26.95 in 
Canada (Please pay in U.S. funds) 

Enclosed : $ ___ _ 

I . 

------- State -- Zip -----------

KILLSHOT P.O. Box 8036 Paducah , KY 42002-8036 
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ONE NAME FOR YOUR GAME! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -...... . 

SIRANDIMO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
GET INSIDE THE EXPERT'S MIND! ENROLL TODAY 

FOR A STRANDEMO INSTRUCTIONAL SESSION 
PARTICIPANTS RECEIVE: 
• PERSONALIZED VIDEO TAPE • SINGLES & DOUBLES STRATEGY 
• STROKE ANALYSIS • TOURNAMENT PYSCHOLOGY 
• ON-COURT INSTRUCTION • SOUVENIR SHIRT 
• GAME PLAY SESSIONS • CONFIDENCE, CONFIDENCE, CONFIDENCE 
• PRACTICE DRILLS 

Dates 
Dec. 18-20, '92 
Jan. 8-10, '93 
Jan. 23-24, '93 
Jan. 29-31, '93 

Winter Instructional Sessions 

Locations 
Long Island, NY 
Washington, DC 
Mlnneapolls, MN 
Atlanta, GA 

Dates 
Feb. 19-21, '93 
Feb. 26-28, '93 
March 19-21, '93 
March 26-28, 93 

800-544-4530 
or write 

Locations 
Denver, CO 
Phlladelphla, PA 
Dallas, TX 
Chicago, IL 

RANDEMO RACQUETBALL ACADEMY 
P.O. BOX 900 

WAYZATA, MN 55391 

:1 
1:1 •••• :••·· .:::1 ••••• ••••• • ••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• •••••• ••••••• ••••••• ••••••• ••••••• •••••••• •••••••• •••••••• •••••••• •••••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• ••••••••• •••••••••• ··········1 •••••••••• •••••••••• ••e••••••• ••••••••••• ••••••••••• ••••••••••• ••••••••••• •••••••••••• •••••••••••• •••••••••••• • • ••••••••••• •••••• •••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••• •••• • ••••••• •• • ••••••• •• • • • •• •• • • • •• •• • • •• • • •• • •• .. . . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • ••• ... . . . . . . ... 
•• • • • • . . . . . . 

• • • . 
• . 

• • • • . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... 

SIRINO(M·o 
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Professional 
Misconception 

By Dee Ferreira-Worth 
President , Women 's Prof essional Racqu etball Associa tion 

I bega n playi ng racq ue tba ll in the ear ly 1970 's at fire 
statio ns. since my stepfath er wa a fi reman. I played a ll 
of the firefighter s and their friend s. IL was yea r befo re I 
ever playe d anot her woma n. ln the late l 970 's the sport 
took off like wild fire. club s sprun g up like wee d and 
everyo ne who was anyone played the game. 

At that time, I beg an to play in loca l tourname nts. I 
subscr ibed 10 all of the Racqu e tba ll pub licati o ns and 
every part of my life had racq ue tba ll in it. 

Fina lly, in the mid l 980's I tried my hand at play ing 
in the prof ess io na l d ivis io n any time a Pro St op was 
loca l. I made it th roug h qualify ing ever y time, but wo uld 
run up agai n s t so m eon e li ke Ly nn Ad ams o r M arci 
D rex ler in the round of 32 . I never co nsidere d myse lf a 

NOW AVAILABLE! NEW 

Kl 2c-1('19[ 
RACQUET& SPORTSEYEVVEAR 

♦ Virtually Indestructible ♦ No Distort ion 
♦ Approved for Racquetball & Squash 
♦ Made in the USA ♦ Removable side shields 
♦ Come in a range of designer colors. 
♦ Replacement lenses ava ilable (amber or clear) 
♦ Will not distort color perception or vision 
♦ Avai lable in prescription lenses 
♦ Less expens ive 

pr o at this po int and kept my distance from the "r ea l" 
pros, eve n though I had bee n play ing longe r than mo t o f 
them . In 198 7. r made to the round of 16. I was ec tatic . 
l had bea ten the numbe r 18 ra nked play er in thr ee ga mes 
and felt that perhap I co uld be right in there. However , 
eve n though r was a member o f the WPRA , pl aye d in the 
Pro Division on and off for years. J sti ll did not ventu re 
out o f my area to play any o f the other stop thro ughout 
the co untry. 

l rece ived the e ntry form in the ma il and ta lked 
about go ing for yea r s, but I j u t did not have the co urage 
to go. Th e reason? FEAR. Oh , not of the ga me itse lf, but 
of what the other pro fess ion a l playe rs would think of me. 
l ju st did not fee l that I would be acce pted or welcome 

ONLY THE BEST . .. AT LESS ·•mac® 
RACQ UETBA LL G RIP S 

♦ Wristlacers 
♦ All Hex Strings 
♦ Sport Lavit Dry Grip 
♦ Ashaway Superkill II ♦ Strokemaxxer 
♦ Kleer Vu Anti -fogger 
♦ Spalding Racke ts ♦ Court Rock Sh irts 
♦ GlovBonz ♦ Mike Ray Gloves 

Available at your Club or Pro 
Shop , Major Distributors or: NETWORK MARKETING 

205 Axton Ct., Roswell, GA 30076 
Phone: (404) 751 -9463 
FAX: (404) 751-9469 
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and that I might even be laughed at. The entry form 
would ay something about Pro transportation from the 
airport, I didn't think it app lied to me. ft ment ioned 
something about pro housing, again I didn't think 
I was included. Further, r believed that if I 
did go to any of these tournam ents, 
no one would speak to me, that I 
would be completely alone in a 
stran ge city ancl that a ll of th e 
women would a k me w hy l was 
wasting my tim e. 

Finally, in 1991 I did go and guess 
what? 1 found out that all of these fears 
were unt.rue! I found out that anyone who 
enter the pro division is treated l ike a pro! 
f found out that there are ome genuinely 
warm and wonderful women a oc iated with 
the tour who go out of their way to make new­
comer welcome. When I had finished playing 
the tournam ent in Atlanta in 199 1, I decided that 
I had uch a good time that I would go to all of 
the top . 1991 turned out to be the be t year l had 
ever had up to that point in racquetball. I ended up 
at the end of that sea on ranked 20 , was voted to the 

TRRNS/7J 
~~C~L/~~ ~c?/~.!f? 

FEATHER WEIGHTS .. . . .... . 

Board of Directors of the WPRA and had won the 
Sportsmanship Award . not bad for someone 

who was scared to even go to her first tour­
nament away from home. 

The moral of this story is that I let too 
many years go by not playing on the tour 
because of my fear. Don't let this hap­

pen to you. New people are very wel­
come. Anyone who ha s the guts, 
determination, and passion to play 

the pro division is a pro. 
I know of many excellent 

women pl ayers throughout the 
country who I have played in 
amateur events that are perfect 
candidates for the pro tour. I 
truly believe that one of the 
reasons they don't play on 

the tour is because of some 
of the same misconcep­

tions I had. Don't make the same 
mistake that I made. Don·t let too many 

years go by. You are welcome on the tour. Come 
on , give it a try! 

T.R.S. 
Features The New Phase I Ultra Light 

• World's Lightest ... 195 Grams 
• 100% Graphite Frame 
• 2 Built In Vibration Dampening Systems 
• Great For Females, Juniors, and 

Players With Chronic Arm Problems 
• Generates Tremendous Head Speed With Little Effort 
• Serious Power Without Jeopardizing The Control 

Used By Top Players Everywliere.:. 

Elaine Manias Hooghe 

11 National littes 
8 Ohio Women's 0 

Champ 
2Time 

Ph as e I UltraLight: 
FOR MORE INFORMATION O THE EA:RES ~ /ft~ ;~ 
OR FREE CATALOG CALL 1-800 -473.~~25 
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A few tips for the not so accidental tourist 

Karen and Dick Go odm an fini sh a day 
of . unbathin g, sw immin g in the crystal 
c lea r se a and working out with a fe w 
games of racquetball. After closing a dea l 
during a bu sines s trip to Minneap o lis, Jim 
MacKay and hi s new clien t take 10 th e 
court5 . Lee Hockman a nd M arv in E isle r 
split four ga me while their wives jog and 
enjoy a re laxing ma sage. 

If the se so und lik e eve ryda y sce nes . 
think again! They offer a hint o f opportuni­
tie 10 pla y racquetball durin g bu sine ss or 
vaca tion trip s around the co untry and the 
world . 

There is no longer any reaso n 10 leave 
behind your racquet ;md eycguard s when 
you take 10 the road . It i o ften poss ible 10 
enjoy a few game!> of rac quetball when 
traveling. includin g some plea s:rntly unex­
pected dcs1ina11ons. 

Karen and Di ck G oo dman found 
Swept Away al Ncgril. Jamaica 10 be one 
of the most complete fitne ss facilitie s 
throughout the Caribbe a n. The all - inclu­
sive couples reso rt has a pleasa nt outdoor 
conditioning area packed with s1ate-of-1he­
art equipment. eight tennis courts. quash 
and two racquetball courts. plu s a mini­
nav y of boats and othe r waterborne vehi­
cles. 

Finding places to play racquetball 
during business travel is not as difficult as 
many people think . When planning a tr ip. 
Jim MacKay calls hotel chains (most have 
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By Victor Block 

a roll- free ph one numb er) to ask if a prop ­
erty at hi s des 1ina1io n has co urt . o r an 
arra nge ment with a nearby hea lth c lub . The 
Hya11 Regency Minneapo lis, located in the 
heart of dow ntown , co ntains a full -se rvice 
fitne s club with an indoo r swimm ing pool. 
four indoor te nni s co urt s . and e ight rac­
qu etball co urt s. 

Among other Hya11 Regen cy proper­
ties with racq ue tba ll co urt s arc ho te ls al 
Tampa Int ern a tiona l Airp ort. in Flori d a: 
Dearborn . Michig an: the Da lla /Fo rt Wonh 
Airpon: and Waiko loa Beac h. Hawa ii. 

Combining a strong 
urge to play with plenty 
of perseverance, I also 

have discovered places to 
play racquetball in such 
far-flung destinations as 

Panama in Central 
America, Melbourne, and 

Sydney, Australia and 
Paris, France . 

The mo s t recent a nnual vacation 
shared by the Hockmans and Elster~ wa s 

aboard th e S .S. Norway, w hich operates 
Eas te rn Caribbean cruise year -round . Th e 
hip . o ne of th e lar ge I afloa t. boa I a 

mind - boggl in g a rray of fac il it ies . Th ey 
includ e thr ee wimmin g poo l~. a jogg ing 
track . firn e room, baske 1ba ll/vo lley ball 
co urt , ca s ino, night c lub, and three di nin g 
area . 

There is eve n a racque tba ll cour t. of 
the outside, thre e- wall va riety . Nor perfec t 
for hi ghly co mp e titive games, bu r goo d 
eno ug h - co ns id e ring 1ha1 yo u are a t 
sea- for c;ome cas ua l play or pra ctice . 

Th e Ii. t of place 10 play rac qu etball 
on the road con tinu e . Peo ple tra vel ing to 
the Pocono s Mo untain s of Penn sy lvani a. 
one of the mos t popula r ho ney moo n des ti­
nati o ns in the cou nt ry, may co mbin e c ro s­
co urt pa se c; and pinch hot with ot he r 
ac tiviti e . R acqu e tball i avai lable a l 
Sh aw n ee-o n- De laware a nd Split Roc k 
Lodge. 

Bo th games of chance and games of 
racq ue tba ll are av a ilab le a t A1lan1ic City 
and La s Ve gas. In A1lan1ic City. Baily 's 
has fo ur rear -g lass - wa ll co un s and th e 
Trump Rege ncy has o ne co urt. The Las 
Vegas Athl e tic Club has seve n co un s . 
along w it h a n array of s pa and fitne ss 
equipm ent. 

Ski ers arc finding 1ha1 racquetba ll and 
snow mix aL an ever - incr easing numb er of 
destinations . For example , among places to 
play at maj o r ski a reas are th e Mo unt 
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Cranmore Rec reation Cente r near Mount 
Washin gton . New Hamp shire; the Asp en 
Athletic Club in Colorado , and the 
Sunriver Racquet Club in the shadow or 
Mt. Bachelo r. Oregon . 

Sun and surf des tination s a lso hav e 
jump ed on th e bandw agon. Among the 
growin g numb er of Caribbean re ort s wi th 
racque tball courts is La Cabana on Aruba . 
It also ha squash and lighted Lennis courts. 
a fitness center. and the larg es t ca ino in 
the area. 

Combining a tron g urge to play with 
plenty o r per everan ce , I also have di co v­
ered place to play racquetbal l in uch far­
flun g destination a s Panama in Central 
Am e ri ca, Me lb o urne. a nd Sydn ey . 
Australia and Pari s. France. 

Janu ary/February 1993 

Be ing primarily an American game. it 
i much eas ier to find racquetball courts as 
you travel around the Uni ted States than 
once yo u leave our shores. But, wherever 

Finding places to play 
racquetball during busi­
ness travel is not as diffi­

cult as many people 
think. 

you plan 10 go, at any time or year. check 
to find out if you will be able to play a few 
ga mes . 

Or , j us t toss a racquet , snea kers . and 

eyeguards into your sui tcase . You may be 
in for a pleasant su rpri se and some unex­
pected fun and exercise. 

Want to know more? 
Swept Away 1-809-957-4040 
Hyau Regency 1-800-233-1234 
Nor. Caribbean Lines 1-800-327- 7030 
Shawnee on Del. 1-800-742-9633 
Spl it Rock Lodge 1-800-255- 7625 

In addition to racquetball, the Spa at 
Bally·s offers a wide range of fitness 
activities. 
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Upcoming Special Events 

Atlanta 's Club Cobb 
A VW Cred it Se ries Eve /II 

February 3 - 7 

The Rac qu et C lub of Pi11sbur gh 
February 17 - 21 

The Rac quel Club of Memphi s 
February 24 - 28 

Las Vega s· Th e Spo11ing House 
March 10 - 14 

May 12-16 
Seattle 

June 2-6 
Portland 

Stockton 
Andy Roberts 

Boredom 
Removed 

By Hank Marcus 
Commissioner, International Racquetball Tour 

Have you ever pick ed up a spo rt s 
magazine wiLh Lhe same gu to wi th whi ch 
yo u approac h the game. onl y to find the 
writ ers toi l on and on about insignifi cant 
detail th at have li1tle or no bear in g on 
your int erests as a player or a · a spectator? 
I am constantl y amazed at the amou nt or 
useles in formati on I find in many 5ports 
peri odi cals. J couldn ·1 care less about the 
ro ut i ne finan cing and po liti cs that go on 
daily in the bu iness of prof essional sports 
unl ess I am dir ectl y in vo lved in the pro-

June 16-20 

1992 _93 Minneapoli ~ 

ce s. In stea d of w adin g throu gh page 
after page o f w hat thi s o r thaL boa rd 
approve or appropria te . I prefer to read 
more about the player them elves, and the 
how- to 's th at reali sti ca ll y impr ove my 
game. So now , in mid sea on, w hen it' s 
necessary to co nvey some imp ortant infor ­
mation to yo u to help unde r tand wh at ' 
goi ng on in 1he pro game, I promi e to get 
r ight to the po int. Here' s the meaty slllff , 
wi th all the boredom removed . 

Montreal 

Andy Roberts ::4fz 
Feb17-21 

TransCoastal 
International 
Racquetball 

Tour April 21-25 mi 
Los Angeles • 

Pittsburgh 

February . 
Memphis • 

RlverJ_lde 
Cllff Swain 
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March 10-14 

New Orleans 

mi Feb3-7 
Atlanta 
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ESPN 

It is now official, the IRT wi ll appear 
natio nwide on ES PN thi umm er! Look 
for the fina l event of thi year's VW Credi, 
Chall enge Seri es to be playe d in Jun e a 
the first ESPN broad cast. Kee p wa tching 
in KILLSHOT for broadcas t tim es , and 
a lso for informa tio n abou t more Prim e 
Ne t work bro ad cas ts ! Th e de mand for 
quali ty nat ionwid e coverage of pro eve nt 
i now t re me nd o u s . Si nce the ea rl y 
allcmp ts at te levising pro racqu etball in the 
early I 980' s, the pro s ha ve pump ed up the 
leve l of play beyo nd be lief. State-of -1he­
a n produ c ti o n s tandard s from J e rry 
Mc Kinni , one of the nation 's fine t sport 
prod uce rs, ca n no w de live r the ac tion 10 
yo u in a bcucr format than ever be for e. 
VW Credi! In c ., ESPN. and the IRT ma y 
be the best a lli ance ever for brin g ing pro 
racq uetba ll 10 th e masses. 

International 

The Int ern atio nal part o f th e IRT is 
the opera tive word thi s yea r as two stop s 

Jan uary/Feb ruary 1993 

Mike Ray gets a hand­
shake from VW Credit 
Inc. 's John Horner 
prior to receiving his 
winner's share of the 
prize money in 
Baltimore. 

h ave alr e ady bee n 
pl ayed in C a nada , 
another is on the plan ­
ning ta ble, a s top in 
Mexico by summer is 
pending , and a stop in 
South America ha s 
bee n in the work s for 
the past two easons. 

Where's Yellen? 

You a re co rre c t , 
Mike Yellcn' s name is 
no t o n the VC/ 
Spreadshee1. Mike ha 
now c h o e n to p lay 
on ly a limited number 
of stop s on thi s year 's 
tour . With out playing 

every s top, he wou ld loo e s o many 
poin ts, he would drop dras ticall y in the 
tanding to be see ded in a pos ition well 

be low his leve l of play. Beca use the seed­
ings a rc so impo rtant in the outcome of a 
pro s top , this ituation would alway s cau ·e 
unfair advan tages and di sadv antages with­
in the draw. To make it fair for eve rybody. 
M ike will ho ld no ra nkin g . but play the 
numb er e ig ht po s iti o n in any e ve nt he 
play s. 

Official Products 

The product s th a t ge l th e officia l 
endo rse me nt of the IRT for 1992 - 1993 
arc : 

KILLSHOT Magaz ine 
The Ektclon Ball 

Crew Wes t Sportswear 
Leade r Eyewe ar 

Head Shoes 
Penn G loves 
Hex Strin gs 

Taci Mac Grips 

BIRAK IT 

What is it and who plays it? 81 RAK 
IT is a new twist on our favorile spo rt. 
Simply put , it is racquetball played with a 
racquet in eac h hand. As you migh1 
expec t, ther e are a few othe r differences 
(such as the absence of backhand shols and 
a sma ller racq uet in 1he dominant hand). 
The pros were introdu ced to the idea while 
in Jack sonville, Flo rid a and have kept 
playing it eve r since . In fact the !RT has 
des ignated Bl RAK IT as the official cross 
train in g exe rc ise of the tour. The workout 
is intense, the fun i terrific , and the coo r­
dination and bilateral development ga ined 
have far reach ing benefit s. Look for the 
Bl RAK IT page in this KILLSHOT for 
mor e in fo rmation a nd watch for the Bl 
RAK IT even t at the Atlanta pro stop . The 
JRT' s own Wo ody C lou se has be en the 
dom inant player for some time , and Ruben 
Gon zal ez is the de fending National 
Champion . 

gexco 
GX Grip 

14 Colors Available 

Wrist Lacer 
E-Force 

Carson Glove 
Made in the U.S.A 

Many More Accessories 
Dealers only 

1-800-829-8222 
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Gregg Peck's 

EA5fC5 

The Backhand: 
As Easy as 
Thro-wing a 

Frisbee 
The backhand s troke ca n s how 
impro vement very quickly with thre e 
easy adju stmen ts. 

I . Check your ready po sition and make 
sure your arm is about ches t level with 
your wrist set in a po sition so that you 
can look back into your strings . 
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2. As your motion star ts and continues 
through to the co ntact point , co nce n­
trate on forcing your elbow to go out 
and around Uust like throwing a fri s­
bee). Th e ba ll mu st be away from yo ur 
body to allow your strok e to take this 
pref erred path . 

fJ,1//1 
_/ ¼v-.e'~-, 

~. ( 
. ir 

; /1 , , ' . , J . 

,l. ' 

. . I 

3. After con tac t, make a point to fol ­
low through to the front wall , keepi ng 
yo ur swing follow throu gh parallel to 
the noor. 
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Take Private Lessons From 
The Game's Top Pros. 

Mike Yellen 
five-lime 

llolionol Champion 

Michelle Gould 
1990&1991 

llolionol Champion 

[Al 
~ 

Lynn Adami 
Six-lime 

llolionol Champion 

Tim Doyle 
Two-lime 

Amoleur Champion 

Ruben Gonzolez 
1988 

llolionol Champion 

~ 
~ 

Lyme Coburn 
1992 Gold Medolilt 

Toumomenl of lhe Americas 

Drew Kochlik 
1992 

Nolionol Champion 

Tim Sweeney 
Two-Time 

lnlercollegiole Champion 

Ektelon introduces "Playing Smart, " an exciting new 
instructi onal video. Featuring Team Ektelon's top-ranked 
professional players, "Playing Smart" contains valuable 
game strategies and tips to improve your level of play. 

To purchase "Playing Smart " for only $19.95, use the 
order form below. To receive a free• copy, visit your retailer 
and buy any pair of Ektelon performance footwear. Then 
simply follow the directions on the order form. 

Either way, "Playing Smart " will deliver what you expect 
from Ektelon - a premier product that will help your game. 

Tho Uost R~d Ntsm0 In R:,cquctb:JII A,.,.,, .. Compony ·$4 .95 for shipping and handling ----------------------------------0 I want to purchase "Playing Smart" for only $19.95 (shipping and handling included) 

CHOICE OF PAYMENT: (NO CASH) 
0 Check or money order O VISA 0 MASTERCARD 

Credit Card # __________ _ Exp. date _________ _ 

0 Please send me "Playing Smart". I've included the UPC code from my Ektelon footwear box, my proof-of-purchase 
(store receipt), and a check or money order for $4 .95 to cover shipping and handling. 

Form must be filled out entirely for de livery (No P.O. boxes, please.) 

.... Name ___ ____ _ _______________ Place in an envelope and mail to: 
; arrc~ A .. - Address_______________________ -v..._~ 'Q. 
~ 8929 Aero Drive-Dept. R 
~ City, State, Zip____________________ San Diego, CA 92123 
a:! Phone L_J _____________________ Allow4 weeks for delivery. 
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Egan Inoue 
Two-Time 

World Champion 

&Lyle1003 

WAQM-UPc£> 
AQE liEQE!!!! 

$100 
for all 

E•FORCE 

0LylelOOO 

&tylelOO4 

These top quality E-FORCE warm-up suits are available in sizes S,M,L,XL, and in a choice of jade, purple or cranberry (not shown). All jacket 
styles include matching black warm-up pants. Black E-FORCE shorts also available for $12.95 with each warm-up purchase. 
For those of you that have purchased an E-FORCE racquet withirT the past year and have registered your warranty, we offer 
our warm-ups for just $100!!! The price for all others is $149. (Please add $3.95 for shipping and handling.) 

BY PHONE: 
Please Call (714) 694-8454 and have 

your Visa or MIC ready. 

BY MAIL : 
Please send in your check or money order for full amount 
indicating style#, color and size to: E-FORCE INT'L APPAREL 

P.O. Box 890576 
Temecula, CA 92589 

) 
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racquets 

for uncanny 

maneuverability, the 

Asymmetric S/ 0 

is a stick of 

Triple-X dynamite 

with 11 D sq. in. 

of blasting area. 

Every serve lets you 

set up an instant win 

with the zero vibes 

and laser accuracy 

of FlexLogic™ - plus the 

white-hot power 

of ultra high modulus 

graphite. 

II your opponent survives 

the earthquake 

and the court 

is still standing, 

you can fi.nish off the game 

with racquet coverage 

that seems practically 

boundless - along with 

racquet handling that's so 

precise, you can Just about 

pick the lint oul 

of a flea's belly button. 

The ASM S/0 . 

The Big Stick for the ... 

A Division 

of ProXennex 

9606 Reamy 

Villa Road 




