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Players should 
support AARA 

BILLINGS - As our racquetball season 
comes to a close, I'd like to talk to our MRA 
players a little about AARA. 

I have been able to attend quite a few 
tournaments around the stale during the 
year and have found all of them to have 
been run great. 

The only real problem I see is trying to 
collect AARA membership fees. This should 
not have to be the responsibility of the tour­
nament directors. 

.,. 

Steve 
Pinnow 

MRA 
President 

Wr-should all be happy to pay the AARA 
fee so that Montana can be recognized na­
tionally in racquetball. 

These fees help to strengthen racquetball 
by supporting the Olympic racquetball 
team. To make our sport stronger we need 
to have racquetball in the Olympics. 

Your membership supports the following 
AARA programs: 
•The junior and high school regional and 
national championships, 
•The intercollegiate regional and national 
championships, 
•The national, regional and state ranking 
program, 
•The national teaching certification pro­
gram, 
•The national referee certification pro­
gram, 
•Official AARA publication ·Racquetball 
USA', 
•The national disabled program, 
•The national outreach program. 
•U.S. racquetball team, 
•National elite camps, 
•AAHA scholarship program. 

There are also some personal benefits for 
belonging to the AARA. These include: 
•Competitive license membership card, 

See PINNOW 
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Center Coun/R 11(1 /Jato,/.. 
John Kennis of Butte (left) powers Winternational Sports Festival in 
the ball past an airborne Dan Butte. 
Hugelen of Missoula at the 

State singles titles awarded 
BOZEMAN - Karen Jacobson won her 

first Montana Racquetball Association 
women's Open singles championship at 
Universal Sports and Courts in early April. 
The Havre player held off Carla Fox of Bill­
ings 15-5, 15-11. 

Jacobson defeated Nancy Rios of 
Bozeman in the semifinal, but Rios came 
back for a 15-12, 15-8 decision over Jacobson 
in the women's 30 age division final. 

Dan Hugelen of Missoula added to his 
cache of men's Open titles with a 15-9, 15-13 

victory over Lloyd Marsh of Billings. 
Marsh did take the men's 30 age title over 

Steve Pinnow of Billings 15-4, 15-3. 
The tournament field numbered 174 

players. 
Herc ,ire tnc· n.•~ulls of the 1992 MRA c11omp,on,;hips 

MEN 
OPEN 

Chamo1onsh1P. Dc.1n HugC'lcn (M1s~oul,1) def. Uoyo 
Mar~t, (0illingsJ IS 9, 1.S 13. Third: John Kc-nnls (8ulfc-J 
won bt forte-it ovc-r Mike R,c111cr (Missoula). Co11so1a11or"1. 
Rick R,os (BozcmMl) def. PcJul PflfC'k (Billin95,) 11 lS, 15 s. 
11 5. 

See SINGLES 



Meet a MRA member 
MISSOULA - Ranked among the state's 

top Open players are a husband and wife 
who play at the Court House in Mike and 
Linda Richter. 

A fifth-year tournament player, the 39-
year-old Mike has both Montana seniors 
singles and doubles titles to his credit. 

He is a right-handed player who uses 
Ektelon's Strobe. Richter is on the court 2-3 
times a week, practicing against Mark 
McQuirk, Dan Hugelen and Gary Peterson. 

His regular tournament doubles partners 
are Mike George of Great Falls, McQuirk 
and his wife. 

"Family, health, business" are how 
Richter prioritizes his life. 

Richter enjoys weight training, hunting 
and fishing when not working as a financial 
planner. 

Linda is completing her fourth year as a 
tournament player and the right-hander 
plays on the Ektelon Mirada. 

!' 

. -
Linda and Mike Richter 

She practices often on her own or else 
against her husband. 

Weight training, interior design, athletics 
and family interest Linda who is a fulltime 
wife and mother. 

The Richter's children, Crystal, Jessica 
and Jacob, accompany their parents to 
most tournaments. 

State singles site up for grabs 
HAVRE - The Montana Racquetball 

Association recently crowned 1992 state 
singles and doubles champions. 

Singles drew 174 players to Universal 
Sports and Courts in Bozeman, while 192 
players partnered for doubles at the 
Crossroads Fitness Center in Helena. 

Shifting from the doubles mode back to 
singles play is always a challenge. General­
ly, foot speed and court position are suspect 
the first couple of times on the court. 

A site for the 1993 state singles tourna­
ment is up in the air, according to MRA 
president Steve Pinnow who conducted 
one-on-one meetings with board of director 
members during the state tournament April 
3-5. ...... 

Now that the season is winding down, this 
might be the perfect time to seek profes­
sional racquetball instruction. 

And you won't have to even leave the 
state to do so. 

Jack Newman of Chicago, a top-eight 
ranked player on the Men's Professional 
Racquetball Association tour, will offer 
players 10 hours of instruction during May 
2-3 at the Crossroads Fitness Center in 
Helena. 

Cost is $150 and Newman can be contacted 
al 1-800-ROLLOUT for more information. 

Camp applications were included in the 
January issue of Center Court and will also 
be available at the Region 13 tournament 
desk April 24-26 in Billings. 

It has been 312 years since Steve 
Strandemo, once regarded as the game's 
best teacher, instructed at a Havre rac­
quetball camp, which provided a great 
boost for my game. 

But my game again seems to be leveling 
out. I've got some questions and new goals 
in mind for Newman's camp. Plus the whole 
summer lo apply what I learn. ...... 

Shelton Sportsmanship Trophies traded 
hands al the stale MRA banquet. 

Longtime Helena players and promoters 
of the sport were the deserving recipients, 
including Russ Noonan, Janet Church and 
Laurie Glass. 

Rita 
Balock 

center Court 
Editor 

Butte's Ronnie Roesti and Robby 
Gunderson, along with namesake Don God­
dard of Glasgow, made the Goddard trophy 
presentation to a near-speechless Noonan. 

I had the pleasure of surprising an un­
suspecting Church and Glass with the 
Shelton award. . ..... 

Four tournaments remain on the MRA 
calendar for the 1991-92 season. 

The Region 13 tournament will draw 
players from Wyoming and Montana to the 
Billings Athletic Club April 24-25. Those 
wishing to play a national singles event 
must compete regionally. 

Butte's YMCA will be the site of the May 
22-24 Can Ball Tournament featuring 
singles and doubles. Empty pop cans are 
placed in the front corners of the court with 
bonus points added for the rally winner 
which hits the can or points taken away for 
those who skip at a can. 

One game is played to 31 and you must 
win by two points. Robby Gunderson makes 
up these rules. 

The Super 8 Summer Sizzler returns to the 
Sagebrush Athletic Club in Havre on .June 
19-21. Last year, play was doubles only. 
Singles will be included this time. 

The l:s1g Sky State Games arc back al the 
Bi\C 111 Rillings .July 17-19. 

•Pinnow ________ _ 
•Participation in AARA-sanctioned events, 
•Accidental insurance coverage. Member 
covered for competition, supervised prac­
tices and direct travel to and from sanc­
tioned events ($10,000 accidental death and 
dismemberment, $25,000 medical excess in 
excess of any other insurance. If no other 
insurance, this insurance becomes primary 
($250 deductible applies), 
•Free rule book, 
•Voice in all AARA polices, 
•50 percent discount membership in U.f-. 
Amateur Inc. (entitles members to rental 
car, hotel, airline and equipment dis-
counts), 
•Option to apply for AARA Visa Card (free 
first year), 
•Membership in state AARA affiliated 
associations, 
•30 percent discount when moving with Ar­
pin Van Lines. 

Let's see if we can't all do our part in see­
ing that our own AARA membership is up to 
date by checking with the director the next 
time we take part in a tournament. 

Since the AARA regional tournament is to 
be held in Montana this year, we would like 
to see all our MRA members participate or 
at least as many as possible. 

The regional tournament will be in Bi11-
ings, April 24-26. 

We hope to see you there! 

MRA on edge 
with AARA 
By SHIGEO BANKS 
Special to Center Court 

GREAT FALLS - The national AARA 
may withdraw support of the Montana 
Racquetball Association. This will result in 
their withdrawing of AARA sanctioning of 
all MRA-sanctioned tournaments. 

Under current AARA sanctioning, rules 
require that current AARA rules are en­
forced and that all participants are current 
AARA members. 

The AARA provides promotional materi­
als, membership privileges and liability 
and accident insurance. The liability in­
surance covers the host facility, volunteers 
and spouses. The accident insurance pro­
vides accident ins,irance to and from a 
tournament. 

As an Olympic sport, the Olympic Feder­
ation requires all sport members to provide 
insurance to their members. This insurance 
is paid for by the individual membership 
fee. 

At one time, Montana had over 1,000 
AARA members and was an active leader in 
racquetball promotion. Now, we have 200 
paid AARA members. 

The majority of tournaments do not col­
lect the AARA fc...-s pr~,periy and as such arr 
at risk for liability cases. No collection of 
dues. no coverage. 

There are several AARA programs that 
we can l.clp into. Until we get active again. 
we have no bright future. 



State doubles 
champs decided 

HELENA - A new state men's Open 
doubles champion was crowned at the 
Crossroads Fitness Center in late February 
at the 1992 Montana Racquetball Associa­
tion doubles championships. 

Dan Hugelen of Missoula and Lance 
Heitluneicr of Bozeman teamed to defeat 
longtime partners John Kennis of Butte and 
Matt Parriman of Helena 15-2, 15-8 in the ti­
tle match. 

An all-Billings match developed in the 
women's Open play, as Michelle Koch and 
Carla Fox prevailed over Connie Ryals and 
Laurie Perino 15-14, 15-8. 

An 11-8 tie-breaker lifted Ronnie Roesti of 
Butte and Michelle Draggoo of Kalispell to 
the mixed Open title in a 13-15, 15-10 battle 
with Marsh ana Fox of Billings. 

The tournament drew 192 participants. 
Herc nrc the 1991 sr;,rc doubles results 

MEN 
OPEN 

Chanip,onsh,p D,ln HucQClcn CM1s~ou1aJ Lc.lncc 
Rc,1hmc1cr c Ooze man) dC'f John Kcnn,s c Bulle) Matt 
Pr1rr,nrnn (Helen,,, 15 7. 15 8 fhirc1 Rick Rios 
( Boremnn) Lloyd M;,rsh ( Bdl1ngs) won bt forfcll over 
Tyler Hangans Mar" McOu,rk cM,ssoula) conso1a1,on: 
Perry Jacobson Ron Brenna (Hdvre) cJet Andy Clark 
(Anacondnl Wnyne Townsend (Bull") IJ 15, ,~ 9, 11 10. 

A 
Chamionsh,p Dwane Suro,n Dave Kugl1n CGrca1 Falls) 

d~f Carl Rose John Braun !Billings) 15 J, 15 9 Tl11rd 
R,chard Lehr Wayne Surra It (Great F.:tlls) def Bob 
Miller Douq Miller (Grear Falls) Consolc"t1on· Steve 
Strand Garv Ballrusch (Hc1vr0) cJCf Bud Neill Denn,s 
Wolff ( 6i11ongs) IJ 15, 15 ,.,. 11 7 

B 
Kevin Iverson L,1rry Iverson <Ka1ispc11) act. Coley 

Crase Justin Donnelly 1eu11e) 15 10, 15 10 Thor<J• Rod 
Hcssl"r rom Buller ( 6ifl,ngs) won by lorfe,1 over James 
Hogu Joel Norgaard (Missoula). Consolat,on. Terry 
Gustafson Bob 6aldw,n < Bo,eman) def. Whe<1t Gerlach 

MASTERS 
Champoonshop Bud Talboti Jeff Pallister (Great Falls) 

Clef Gordon Tropp Bob worth,ngton ( Helena) 15 9, 15 7 
11,ord. Dale S1'"11on Jo" Luckman (Grea1 Falls) det. Bob 
Crowe (Hdvre) rom Keiltonq (Billongs> 15 11, 15 ,t Con 
t..Ol,1lion Terry Gusfc1fson Bob Bulclwin (Boieman). 

SEN10RS 
Ch,1moionsh1p Mike R1ch1cr Mark McQu,rk (Mlssoult1) 

CJ~I Rock Roos Russell Moller (Bozeman) IJ 15, 15 8, 11 7 
f11ird: Bud Nt'ill Dennis WOIII (6ollonqs) det. 6111 
Schauer Jonn Anthony (Helena) 15 10. 15 8. Consolatoon. 
Joe Murael Bruce Mohelost, (Helena) de! Lollhouse K;nq 
15 I, 15 17 

SENIOR-MASTERS 
Championshop. Jot,n W"ber Dennis Wolfl ((3ilfings) def. 

Moke Pitman Terry Hess (Grea1 Falls) IJ 15, 15 6, 11 6. 
Third. Ben Parriman Jim Van Meter (Helena) def Jim 
McGarvey !Helena) Tim Ferriter (Bulle) 15 8, 15 11 

WOMEN 
OPEN 

Champ;onsh,p, Michelle Koch Carla Fox ( 6illongs) def. 
Conni(' Ryals Lauroe Per,no (BIiiings) 15 1,1, 15 9. Third. 
KMen Jacobson R,ta Balock (Havre> won by !orfcil over 
Debboe Morse Margie Morse (Havre) Consolation: Jan 
Shclfon Bonnie Talbofl (Grec11 Falls) def Murie Hilwk,ns 
!Bulle) Janel Church !Helena) 15·9. 15 12 

... 

Helena's Matt Parriman waits for 
the ball off the back wall in state 

A 
Champ,onship: Diane McKonley Michelle Draggoo 

(Kalispell) de! carol Surrall Charlene Luckman !Great 
Falls) 15 17, 15 7 Third: D,ane Meredilh !LivinqslonJ 
Mary Allaman C Billings) def. Annie Shea Marie Hcl'Nk1ns 
( Bulle) by coon toss. Consolation. Becky Murphy Susan 
Bowers (Bozeman) 

B 
c11ampionship: Jodo DIFronzo Lisa Phillips !Bulle) del. 

Kero Rou1za11n ( Bulle) Trish Clark (Anaconda) 15 6, 15 17. 
Third. Jenni Roesti·JOlee Ferriler ( Bulle) def, VI Schur 
miln c,ndy Oller (Hclcnd) 15 13, 15 S. Consoialion· Laur,(' 
Glass Tracv Wentz (Helena) def Deana Burkley Deanna 

Hugelen (Missoula) 15 10. 15 lu. 
MIXED 
OPEN 

Championsn,p. Ronnie Rosell (Bulle) Michelle Draggoo 
(Kalispell) def. Lloyd Marsh·Carla Fox (611llnos) IJ 15, 
)5 10, 11 8. Third, John Kennis (Bulle) Karen Jacobson 

Junior tryouts set for summer 
By SHIGEO BANIU) 
Special to Center Court 

GREAT FALLS - Junior applications 
are being accepted to try out for the na­
tional junior team. One boy and one girl will 
represent Region 13 (Montana-Wyoming) at 
the tryout in Colorado Springs this summer. 

Last year's representatives were Andy 
Clark of Anaconda and Marti Shute of 
Riverton, Wyo. 

Any junior, 14-18 years of age, may apply. 

Applications are availabl.e fro~ the_ s_tate 
president. Contact Steve Pinnow m Billings 
(P.O. Box 50820) for an application. Return 
it to him. 

Pinnow will decide the one Montana boy 
and girl nomination. 

The regional director, Shigeo ~anks, will 
select the regional represe~tat1on for the 
Montana and Wyoming candidates. 

Center Court/Rita &/11c·f.. 

Open men's doubles play. 

(Havre) won by coin IOSSO\ICr M1k.c Richter L1nd .... 1 R1cnl('r 
(Missoula). conc;o1arion Dave Kuhne; conn,e RYtll'i ( 0111 
onqs) def Ron Brenna Rira Balock !H~vre) 15 J. 15 IJ 

A 
Ch'3rnplonship. Kelly Robertson John Raw1,nq', 

( Bozcrnan) def James Hogg Becky Murphy I Bozeman) 
11 IS. 1510, 11 J. Third Kevin Iverson Diana McK,nlc, 
(K,1lispelll def Russell Miller Sus,,n Bower~ 15 8. 15 7 
Consolat,on· Bud Talboll Bonnie Talboti (Grt'ill Fc1ll~) 
def Joe Lucl,.man Charlene Luckm-:,n (GrC'at Fall~) 1$ 10. 
1 J 15, 11 9 

B 
Clhimp,onsh,p coic-v Crase Joice Fcrr,rcr <Bu1tcl d0t 

Justin Donnelly <Bulle) Trosh Clnrk !Anaconda) 15 6, I~ 
17 T'11rd O1iJ0C' Mcred1tll Pelc Aquilar (L1v,nqston1 det 
Mike D,igcnais Trc1cv wc1111 (HetenM 6 15, IS 11. 11 J 
consoldl1on. Slan Konctr.-1ck1 Judy Kondrack• C 8111,nCJsl 
rlel Roes1, cass,day <Bulle) 15 11. 15 IJ 

MRA calendar 
Herc 1!, th(' r('nl 111ndcr of the IQ9 I 97 MRA Cell• " lt)r 

APRIL 
7-i 76. Region 13 1our11,1mcn1. oi11,nq0;, Athl1..~t1<. L1uL• 

MAY 
ri 1.i. First Annual Ciin B,,11 Tourn(.1ni('nt YMCf\., Buth.• 

JUNE 
19 21. Second Annual Sup~r 8 ~u1,1ml~, S111h:r 

Sagcbru'5h AlhlCltC Club, Ht.lVr(' 
JULY 

17 19. 819 Sky Slate Gom(•S, 81ll,nao; Afhfe,l1C Club. 



•Singles---------
A 

Champ;onsh,p: ROd Chne (Cut Bank) def. Wi)yne Sur 
rail (Great Falls) 15 7. 15 17 Thord Kent Coe (Helena) 
won by forfeit over Mall Thompson <Great Falls). Con 
solatoon: Steve Martino (Kalispell) def. James Hogg 
(Bozeman) 15 11, 15-12. 

B 
Championship. Mike Dagenais {Helena> def. William 

Hoggins !Great Falls) 15·17, 13 IS, 11 S. Third: John 
Quackenbush !Missoula) def. Paul Mandel !Cut Bank) 
IS 17, 15 7. Consolation: Gary Williams (Helena) def. Don 
Gross (Anaconda). 

C 
Championship: Don Olson (Cut Bank! def, James Sally 

(Bozeman) 2 IS, 156, 11·5. Third: Chros Robinson (Cul 
Bank) won by forfeit over Mark Sullivan ( Bulle). Con• 
:.olat,on, Rick Olson (Dillon) def. Brian Palmer (Great 
Falls) 15 8, 1s u. 

MASTERS 4S 
Championship: Bruce Gerlach C Bozeman) def. Tim 

Keal,ng !Billings) IS 11, 15 9. Third: Bob Baldwin 
(Bozeman) won by coin toss over Rick Lehr (Great Falls). 
Consolation: Bob Cro"Nc (Havre) det. Ray White 
(Lewi,;town) 15 8, 15-10. 

MASTERS SO 
Champion:.hip: Bob Baldwin C Bozeman) def. John 

Taylor (Moles City) 13 15. 15·7, 11·10. Third: Joe Luckman 
(Great Falls) def. Don Goddard !Glasgow) 12·15, 15·10, 
1l 7. Consolation: Les Hudson (Liv,ngslon) def. Ben Par· 
rlman (Helena) 15 7, 15·3. 

SENIOR A (JS-Plus) 
Championship: Mike Richter (Missoula) def. Rick Rios 

(Bozeman) 5·15, 15·11. 11·5. Consolation: Randy Olson 
(Kalispell) def. Gary Levinsky (Kalispell). 

SENIOR B 
Championship: Rod Cline (Cul Bank) def. Tim Slollz 

!Missoula) 15·6, 15·•· Third: John Quackenbush 
(Missoula) won by coin toss over Bob Crov,c (Havre). 
Consolation: Butch Albertson (Havre) def. Dan Gollehon 
15 10,156. 

SENIOR C 
Championship. Gerry Hovland C Bozeman) def. Frank 

Keene (Bozeman> 15·7, 15-12. Third: Chuck Busta 
<Bozeman) won by coin toss over Sandborg (Bozeman). 
Consolation: Byron Purkett (Dillon). 

It-PLUS 
Champ,onshlp: John Kenn,s ( Bulle) def. Rob White 

( Bozeman) 15 7, 15 S. Third· Ronnie Roesti ( Bulle) won by 
co,n toss over Jett Butterf,eld c Bozeman). Consolation: 
Dave Edmo C Bozeman) def. Greg Chorrlck ( Billings) 15 1, 
IS 8. 

2S-PLUS 
Championship. Joel Norgaard (Missoula) def. Ron 

drcnna (Havre! 11 15, IS S, II 10. Third James Hogg 
(Bozeman) won by coin toss over John Rawlings 
(Bozeman), Consolation: Larry Iverson (Kalispell) def. 
Brad Von Bergen ( BIiiings) IS 7, IS 13. 

JO-PLUS 
Championship: Lloyd Marsh (Billings) def. Steve Pin• 

now ( Billings) 15 •• 1S 3. Third: Jeff Koski ( Bozeman) won 
by coin toss over John Braun (Billings). Consolation: Alan 
Mader (Billings) def. Gary Williams (Helena) 15 7, IS 6. 

WOMEN 
OPEN 

Championship: Karen Jacobson <Havre) def. Carla Fox 
< Billings) 15·5, 15 11. Third: Nancy Rios c Bozeman) def. 
Laura Merrill (Victor) 15-8. IS 4. Consolation: Oen,sc 
M<>crkerke (Hamilton) def. Marie Hawkins (Bulle) IS 7, 
15 12 

A 
Championship: Laurie Perino (BIiiings) def. Tina 

Sandborgh ( Bozeman) 15·12, 12 15, 11 4. Third: Carmen 
Mc Spadden ( Bozeman) won by forfeit over Michelle 
Dra111100 (Kalispell). Consolation: Charlene (Luckman> 
def. Becky Murphy (Bozeman) 11·1S, 15 e. II 6. 

B 
Championship: Llni Redding (Whllellsh) def. Diana 

Meredith (Livingston) ll 15, 15·9, 11·•· Third: Kerl Rou1 
zahn !Bulle) def Jodi DiFronzo (Butte). consolation: 
Beth Buchanan (Havre) det. Brandy Vauthlcr (Anaconda) 
1S 13, 1S 6. 

SENIOR ( Plus-JS) 
Championship: Tina Sandborgh c Bozl.'man> def Crystal 

McLean (Boilings) 12·15, 15·12, 11·2. Third: Mary Allaman 
!BollingS) won by torte It over Susan Bowers c Bozl.'man) 
Consorat,on: Charlenl.' Luckman (Grl.'at Falls) def. Rhon 
da M,.llon (Hamilton) 15 11, 7 15, 11·9. 

PLUS-JO 
Championship· Nancy Rios ( Bozeman) def. Karen 

Jacobson (Havre) 15 12, 15 8. Lori Jurenic <Bulle) def. 
Denise M<>crkerke (Hamilton). Consolation: Kelly 
Rot,ertson (Bozeman) def. Rita Balock (Havre) 15 8, 15·10. 

19-29 
Championship: Laurie Perino (Billings) def. Carla Fo>< 

<Billings) 15·5, 1S·l. Third: Carol Surratt (Great Falls) 
def. Michelle Draggoo (Kalispell). Consolation: Deanna 
Hugelen (Missoula) def. Jenni Rocstl !Bulle) IS 9, 1S 12. 

JUNIORS 
Championship: Andy Clark (Anaconda) def. Justin 

Donnelly <Butte) 15 13, 15 ,. Third: Malt Thompson (Great 
Falls) won by forfeit over Blake Silha CGl1,ndive) Con 
solalion: Cody Malleucci (Bozeman) def. Michael Bu~la 
< Boicman) 15 6. 15 1. 

. ' 

Karen Jacobson of Havre (left) 
downed Carla Fox of Billings for 

,, 

Center Co11rtllo11ce Re,thmeil'r 

the state women's Open singles 
championship. 

George, Fox top Winter Splat 
BILLINGS - Mike George of Great Falls 

and Carla Fox of Billings took men's and 
women's Open singles championships at the 
late-January Winter Splat Pro-Am at the 
Billings Athletic Club. 

Herc are fhe tournament results. No scores or player's 
hometowns were reported. 

MEN 
SINGLES 

OPEN 
1. Mike George (Great Falls). 2. Moke Richter 

(Missoula), 3. Don Skadeland (Williston, N.D.). 4. LIO(d 
Marsh CBlllingsJ. Consolation: Russ Noonan (Helena>. 

A 
1. Kent Coe (Helena), 2. Carl Rose (Bill,ngs). 3. Hogg, J. 

John Rawlings (Bozeman). Consolat,on· Morrison. 
B 

1. Egeland, 2. Matteucci, 3. Clements, •· Kiesow, Con• 
solalion: Mike Dagenais (Helena). 

C 
I. Dan O'Malley, 2. Tim Keating ( Billings). 3. Harlman, 

•· Frank, Consolation: Offerdahl. 
SENIOR B 

1. Russell, 2. Bob Crowe (Havre). 3. Pickens, 4, Neill. 
Consolation: Tom King. 

MASTERS 
1. Stan Kondracki (Billings>. 2. Buss. 3 Tim Keating 

!Billings). 4. Joe Luckman (Great Falls), Consolallon: 
Dale Shellon (Great Falls). 

SENIOR C 
1. P. Hagan, 2. Byron Purkett (DIiion), 3. Kl.'hrwatd. 4. 

Kaneskl, Consolarion: Anderson. 
OOUBLES 

OPEN 
1. Rick Rios (Bozeman) Lloyd Marsh (Boilings), 2. Mike 

R,chrcr (Missoula) M11<e Gcorqc (Grcaf Fa11s1. J 

Donlin-Don Skadeland (Willislon, N.D.), •· Seitz Lancl.' 
Rellhmcier CBOLeman), Consolar,on· Alan Mndcr Steve 
Pinnow (Billings). 

A 
1. John Braun Carl ROSI.' ( Boilings). 2 Ken I Coe Hall 

(Helena), 3. Morrison Wacst, ,1, Klng-N!!ill, Consolation. 
Mogg Joel Norgaard (Missoula). 

B 
I. Plck!"ns Cc1spcr, 7 Tr,pp Worthington, Consolat,on: 

Russell Jim Brcnnt1 (Blllinos). 

WOMEN 
SINGLES 

OPEN 
I. Carla Fox c Billings>. 2. Karen Losing (Moles City). 3 

Kelly Robertson < Bozeman), •· Debbie Morsl.' c Havrl.'). 
Consolation: Chris Marrin ( Billings>. 

A 
1 Carmen Mcspadden (Bozeman>. 7. Mary Bianco 

(Great Falls). 3 Keshishian c Bozeman>.•· Marge Bryan. 
Consolation· Laurie Perino c Billings) 

B 
1. Diana Meredith (Liv,ngston>. 2. Judy Hugelen 

(Missoula). 3. v, Schurman (Helena>. 4. Tracy Wcnlz 
(Helena), Con,;olalion: Beth Buchanan (Havre). 

DOUBLES 
OPEN 

1. Carla Fox Michelle Koch (BIiiings), 2. Laurie 
Perino Chris Martin (Billings>. 3. Jan Shelton (Grl.'al 
Falls) Shute, 4. Keshishian Morcgcr Bryan. Consolation: 
Carmen McSpadden Kelly Rober Ison ( Bozl.'man). 

B 
1 Charlenl.' Luckman (Great Falls)·Reea, 2. Bowl.'rs 

Beth Buchanan (Havre>. 3. Diana Meredith (Liv 
ingston) Mary Allaman (Bill,ngs). Consolal,on: Free 
Keating (Bil longs). 



Rios shows well at world • seniors 
By RITA BALOCK 
Center Court Editor 

MISSOULA - Rick Rios might be temp­
ted to just call a tow truck the next time a 
tire needs changing. 

In late May, Rios went to the parking lot 
of a Bozeman grocery store where a tire on 
his wife Nancy's pickup was flat. "No one 
was parked next to me and I was sitting on 
the ground jacking it up," Rios explained. 
'·A lady parked behind me backed out, 
swerved over and ran over my right leg 
with her left front tire." 

Rick Rios of Bozeman returned to 
the MRA circuit after a spring leg 

Hugelen takes 
Winternational 

BUTTE - Dan Hugelen of Missoula top­
ped the men's Open singles play ~t the Big 
Sky Winternational Sports Festival rac­
quetball tournament at the YMCA in early 
February. 

Hugelen handled John Kennis of Butte 
15-2, 15-12. But Kennis and Malt Parriman 
of Helena turned the table on Hugelen and 
Lance Reithmeier of Bozeman in the men's 
Open doubles finale. 15-4, 7-15, 11-9. 

Denise Moerkerke of Hamilton needed 
two games to claim the women's Open 
singles title 15-12, 15-!J over Lori Jurenic of 

The weight of the full-sized car broke the 
fibula. ''She never even saw me," Rios aa­
ded. ··1 didn't get - off. It really hurl. It 
squashed (the leg) flat.'' 

Rios' leg was immobilized by a cast for 
the next seven weeks and the Bozeman 
racquetball player's immediate thoughts 
turned to the International World Senior 
Championships in Albuquerque, N.M., to be 
played Sept. 4-7. 

For eight weeks, Rios played a waiting 
game while the leg healed. "That's the 
longest I've been out of a sport because of 
injury," the ex-football standout said. 

I 

·' 
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injury. Above, the southpaw shoots 
at the Missoula Pro-Am. 

Butte. 
Moerkerke and Laura Merrill of Victor 

teamed to win the round robin women's 
Open doubles. 

The field included 112 players. 
Herc arc lhc Wintcrnationat result~ 

MEN 
SINGLES 

OPEN 
Chc1rnp,onsh1P o~,n Huqclef"I c:111~sou1;,) uct Jenn Krn 

,,,~ (Bur It.') 1s 1. 15 11 rn,ro Ron Roc~t• ,Burte 1 F"ovrn~ 
Mil,.(' (;('Or"QC (Grc~11 F" cJIISJ (OO!)Ol.1l1011 A nay ( lilt k 

(Anaconaa, 
A 

Ch,1mo,on\n,u ,<rnt CCX. , rlt 1rnd) od C r, 1•0 p, \~c-
1M•s~ou1,, 1151,1 17 I~ 118 1n1((I Fr~111io. A\cN, 100 C..: 
',QtM,on Joht1 Rc1,.1ina~ l Ooit'111n H 

B . •I Oil',' (f~l(ot' 
ChJmo,onc;n,p Ju,1,n Oonnl•d f c evnc,> <1• C 

\Outtc) 16 10, 16 l,1 Tnu·d JonnOu,1c1o..cnhuc.r l""'''-~oui,,, 

cnamp10n':,h1p T,.-rr I Hct'c.JIOW ( Bulk) drl M,'lrk 

·'I honestly believed if the fracture healed 
properly, I could get ready for the world 
finals in six weeks," Rios added. 

But 10 days before that tournament, the 
leg started to swell. Rios' intense 
rehabilitation had produced a large calcium 
callous which aggravated the muscles in the 
leg. 

--rt concerned (my doctor and me) from 
the standpoint of how much aggravation 
and irritation the muscle could take," Rios 
said. 

For a three-hour period every day prior to 
the tournament, Rios elevated and iced the 
leg. 

Entered in the 40-44 age division, the first 
three days of the tournament featured 
round robin play of three games to 11. 

Rios' bracket was divided into seven 
flights of 10 players each. The 42-year-old 
went 9-0 in pool play, dropping just two 
games for a 25-2 overall record. "As it turn­
ed out, if I'd have been 24-3, I may not have 
made it in (the championship round)," Rios 
said. . 

In single-elimination play, Rios defeated 
Robert Pond of Texas 11-2 in a tie-breaker, 
then advanced from the semifinals with a 
two-game victory over a Californian. 

That set the seventh-seeded Rios up 
against top-ranked Darrell Warren of San 
Diego in the championship match. Rios lost 
the first game 15-9, then built a 14-2 lead on­
ly to win 1~14, before falling 11-6 in the tie­
breaker. 

"He just got hot at one time," Rios said of 
Warren's second-game rally. "I ran 10 
points on the serve. I got hot and served 
amazingly well, four aces in-a-row." 

In the tie-breaker, Warren forged a 6-0 
lead before Rios sided out for his first serve 
of the game. 

'·The key to winning a national title is be­
ing familiar with the people you're going to 
play," Rios said. 

The world tournament drew 380 players 
from 14 countries. 

In October, the insurance salesman trav­
eled lo Phoenix for the AARA-Ektelon na­
tional doubls tournament. Partnered with 
Gary Mazzarof of Albuquerque, Rios placed 
fifth in the 35-39 age division and sixth in the 
40-44 bracket. 

Rios plans now to ready for the national 
singles tournament in Houston in May. 

Sulhvan cBul1o) Th,rd T,m Cassidy Consolalion: Tom 
van wormiln (Anaconda) 

SENIOR B 
Champ1onsh1p Quackenbush (Missoula) def. Ric 

LoCoure 1eu110) 15 10. 9 15. 11 8 TMrd Jim Anderson 
conso1a1,on Ocal Lofthouse (Hcler'lil). 

SENIOR C 
cn.1,npionsh1p Tim Nadeau (Butte) def cnuck Lucero 

(Dillon) 1.'i 10. 5 1s. 11 9 Third. Marv,n Anderson Con 
soli1tion Byron Purkrll ( Dillon> 

OOUBLES 
OPEN 

cn"'mp,on~h•P Jonn Kennis t Bulle) Mall Pclrrimc1n 
,Helcn.,1 def o,,n Huoell'n (M,s!.Oult.1) Lancl" R~11rimc,er 
( 80/~tllcll1) 1.S ,1. 7 15, 11 q T h1rd ROOl>Y Gunderson 
Rorinu. Ro... .... s1, ( Bulle) 

8-C 
cric1•nt"•O"sn,p· C"ave K1110..- Boo Bt.~,a~ <Bu!t('J dl'f 

Kt•v,n , .... ('rson Ldffl IV('r~on \ K,ll1spr1I) IJ I.S b IJ, '1 0 
conc.o1,1 r,on Franlo.. McN~1ori Stev<" Bar1o.cr, Outt(."'J 

See WINTERNATIONAL 



MRA rankings 
BILLIMGS - Here are The Monrana Rae 

quetball Association singles rankings tor 
lhe 1991·92 season, nol including lhc April 
slale singles results. First names ancl 
hometowns were not available tor all 
players. 

MEN 
OPEN 

1 John Kennis ( Bulle) 
2. Mike George (Grcc1t Folls 
J. Mike R ichtcr (M1ssouI,1) 
•· Lloyd Marsh (Blllongsl 
5 Ronnie Roest, (BuTlc) 
6. oan west l Billings) 
1 Dan Hugclcn (Missoula) 
8. Rob Wnile C Bozemanl . 

A 
Dennis Jupka (Great Falls> 
Ron Frize (Miles C,ty) 

3. Pr,cc .. 
4. Ron BrC"nna {Havre) 
5. Kent Coe (Helena). 
6. Wayne Surratt (GrcaI Falls) 
7. Boll McNeely .. 
8 Rod Clone (Cut Bank) 

1. Bruce Gerlach ( Bozeman I 
2 Tate 
J. Colv Crase ( Bulle) 
4, Kent Coe (Helena) . 
5. Mikkelson .. 
6. Mike Dagenais CHelenaJ 
7. Brad Salonen (M,ssoura, 

Mike Schrapps < Bulle) . 
Farrc11 
Churchill . 

1. Jason Yarger (Clancy) . 
1 Kurt Kunugi (Miles City) 
J Benton .. 

JusIIn Donnelly (Butte) 
5. Hovland 
6. Garcia (Missoula) 
7. O'Malley 

Goflfillan. 

B 

C 

JOO 
!'}} 

IJ5 
110 
JI 

'5; 
;o 

. 30 

150 
100 
80 
75 
5J 
60 
so 
50 

160 
lSO 
llO 
50 

. 75 
... 60 

.. 50 
. 50 

50 
50 

150 
125 
100 
100 
70 
67 
10 
50 

1h:cll0\ 01 
MASTERS 

1 Slun Kondrac;..1 ,O,ll111C1SI 
2 Pall1Sll'r tGrc-u: F JIIS) 

Bue! T c)lt)OII ( G, !.'~ll F a1I ... , 
~ 1 ,m KC',1hllQ (l\1ll1nQS.' 

.JOi" Luc;..m.Jn (t,r('Jt Fdll~t 
SENIORS 

1 1\\1"'-l' R ,chh.•r u-:.,'.:i'-O'J•tl, 

1V1,1fl't McQu,rk (1\i•u~C.OUld) • 
J R1t:k R,os iOOZ(•n'lrlOl 

~ ,V'iill..:r (Grc-,1I F,1ll5,) 
WOMEN 

OPEN 
I K1fll KOSk1 (BOLCm<11l) 
7. C,1rtc1 Fox (8ill,ngs1 
J N<1ncv Rios (Bozcm,1n1 

oc,1,scMocrkcrkc (HcJmitlon• 
5 RllcJ Oc.llOCk (Hovrc-) ... , 
6. Chris M11rt1n (8111,ngs) 
7 L,ncic.1 Richter (Missoula) . 
8 Karen Los,na (M,ics C,ty) 

A 
Kelly Robertson ( Bozeman I . 
Ct1rmcn McSpadden < Bozeman I 
Laur,e Pcr,no ( Billinqs) 
McJr•c H11wi-..ins ( But:c) 

5 Mellon . 
6. T,na Sc1ndbourgh (BozemM,, 

Michelle Draggoo< Kdllspcll) 
e Murv o,anco (Great Falls) . 

B 
I. M1Ch('IIC Draggoo ( Kalispcll} 
1 Ker, Rouflcthn C Butte) 
3 o;ana Mcrcdith (Liv1nqston) 

Kathy Ake (Kc1l1spell1.,. 
5. Judv Hugclcn (M,ssoulcl) .. 
6. Bcnvcnga 

(MOI Surr<lll (GrC'<-11 FtJIIS.) 
8. Beth Buchilnctn (Havrl•) 

C 
I York ' 
7 Cunn,ngham 

JovanovicI, (Anaconda) 
.1 Trish Clar ... (Anaconda) 
5. Selh Buchc1nan C Havrc-) 

SENIORS 
1 Jan St'lclton (Grec11 Falls> .. 
2 Buss 
3 Charlcnr Luckman IGrcot F,1110:.1 

ml~~: 
P.O. Box 431 
Havre, MT 59501 

The next issue of Center Court will be 
published in September. Deadline for copy 
is Sept. 1. 
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;o 

;o 
JO 
)Q 

. 200 
125 
110 
110 

.. 97 
90 
81 
BO 

150 
120 
117 

. 100 
60 
;o 

so 
JO 

ISO 
l77 
100 
100 
. 90 

75 
' 1~ 

-10 

110 
100 

. 100 
90 
YO 

so 
JO 
20 

• Winternational 
WOMEN 
SINGLES 

OPEN 
Cn,1rnp,onsh,p Dt.t"lis,._~ "llo~r~c-r"c ,;.,,1n,1tot", :11.1 _., , 

Jurc",C ,8tJ1't..) 1511. t)? rr~rc! R,:i, OatO<" do.r-· 
Fourth Con1,,(' R ,c,l't ( 8,11,no<-i Conr;.(Hr\t,or, ..... vr,\ 

Pc·r,no I8,llinqs) 
B 

cI,an1p,onstl1ps· JutJf Huo..:h-n ,M1-:.souI,1I Ch:I JC',innu.· 
ROC'",f1 lBUIIC') 15 IJ, 15 7 1 h1rl1 Kc.•r1 R01Jl/t1t,n I Butrd. 
Cons.0I,11,on; Oca,,n" HuQclrn 1M,s.souI,1) 

C 
1 j<1n1 Cldfk ( Dillon), 3 Keri Roullc'Hl11 { Oull,~l. Con 

solcJtion: Shannon Earhart (Dillon) 
OOUBLES 

OPEN 
Round robin 1 Denis..: Mocrkcrkr (Ht1m,I1on) Lauru 

MC'rr1II (Victor). 2. Connie RYdlS Lori PC'r,no (B1ltings). 3 
J<1nct Church (HCl('n,1J Rita Balock (Hc1vrc) 

B-C 
Championship Becky Murphy Kelly RobC'rtson 

< Bozeman) def. Joice F<:rritcr ( ButtC') Lauri(' Glass 
(HC'IC'na) 159, 159 rh1rd. Keri Routzahn (SuflC') Tr,sh 
Clark CAnucondcl) Consolat,on· Jodi DiFronzo Lisa 
Phillips ( Butte) 

MIXED DOUBLES 
Champ,onsh,p, r,m Schrn,c.11 Lori Jurcn,c (Bultc.>J OC'I 

Mar,(' Hawkins WC'S Donnell•, <Bulle) 15 \.i. 9 15. 11 6. 
Th,rd John Rawl,ngs Kelly Robertson (OOlC'man} Con 
solution· P1111; O'Sullivan (Missoula) Jim Anaerson 
(LOIOI. 

WFAR 1-.YEGU\RDS WfAR E\'lGU\RDS 

Bulk Raio 
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