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Once 1in a

LIFETIME

Make plans now to attend the 35th Anniversary Celebration of
the Racquetball Hall of Fame and the 25th Anniversary of

Houston as the site for National Singles.

The pinnacle of accomplishment for any
player is to be recognized by his or her sport and
inducted into its Hall of Fame. In recent issues
of Racquetball magazine, you may have noticed
considerable coverage of racquetball’s Hall of
Fame.

Thanks to the passionate efforts of Jim
Easterling from Michigan, USA Racquetball has
established the selection criteria and also elevated
the presentation ceremony. However, many of
the original inductees were selected prior to the
most recent changes and received minimal
recognition for their achievements.

At the USAR National Singles coming up in
May, attendees and guests will celebrate the 35th
Anniversary of The Racquetball Hall of Fame
and also the 25th Anniversary of Houston as the
site for National Singles. On Saturday evening
of the tournament, our sport will present the

most historical and prestigious banquet in
racquetball history.

Currently, 27 Hall of Fame members have
committed to attending the gala event. Legends
such as Dr. Bud Muehleisen, Charlie Brumfield,
Mike Yellen, Heather McKay, and Charlie
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Garfinkel have all confirmed their attendance.
Plans are already underway to make this
evening memorable for Hall of Fame members
and attendees alike. The theme of the evening
will resemble the format used at The Oscars and

every effort will be made to provide Hall of
Fame members with the recognition they
deserve. Make your plans now to attend
National Singles in Houston — you won’t want
to miss this once-in-a-lifetime event!








































“. .. this shot cannot be

hit on purpose, but
when 1t does happen,
few, 1I any, have ever

been able to return 1t

!”

Here are a couple of issues that you may never have thought of:

The first is something that the average
racquetball player probably does without
thinking at the start of every douhles game.
Only one player from the team that serves
first in each game gets to serve so that when
he is out, the whole team is out! But the
question here is, “Why is that?” Why don’t
both partners get to serve?

OTTO SAYS: It’s a matter of being as fair
as possible. Let’s assume that there are two
doubles teams — “Team A” and “Team B.”
Also, let’s think of a player stepping into serve
as “one opportunity to score.”

If the game were to begin with hoth
players from “Team A” getting to serve
before “Team B” serves, then what starts as
neither team having a scoring opportunity
advantage, rapidly becomes “Team A” being
ahead by first one and then two scoring
advantages! Thus, when “Team B” serves,
“Team A’s” two scoring opportunity
advantage is reduced first to one and then
zero, but as soon as “Team A” serves again,
its opportunity advantage would again
increase to two. As you can see, “Team B”
would never have a scoring opportunity
advantage in the game, while “Team A”
would be up by either one or two scoring
opportunities or, at worse, have the same
number as the other team.

But what a big difference in scoring
opportunities results if only one player from
“Team A” is allowed to serve at the start of
the game as called for by Rule 4.2(a). When
one player from “Team A” serves, its team
would be up by one opportunity. But that
single advantage would be completely erased
just as soon as the first player from “Team B”
serves. Then “Team B” would be up one
opportunity as soon as the second player from

its team serves This leap-frogging of each
team having either no advantage or heing up
no more than one opportunity over the other
continues throughout that game.

Now, for another issue that’s puzzled me
for many years. Let’s say that a right-hander is
standing approximately 35 feet from the front
wall and rather near the right side wall. If he
hits the ball low and hard to first hit the righe
side wall near the front wall, the resulting shot
likely will become either a pinch shotor a
splat shot — the main difference being the
amount of spin he places on the ball. The ball
hits the right wall and then front wall and
then takes off to the left at a sharp angle that
depends mostly on the spin. BUT, have you
ever hit or seen hit that very same kind of shot
that, for some unknown reason, hits the right
wall, the front wall, and then amazingly backs
up to hit the right wall again? Why does that
happen? It seems impossihle. At this year’s
U.S. Open, Jason Mannino offered me a
possible explanation that seems to be the most
reasonable I have heard.

OTTO (and Jason) SAYS: I have asked
this question of many top players and never got
a truly satisfying explanation until Jason
Mannino offered this one. He says that this
strangeness happens whenever the ball is hit
rather flat and for some reason (such as a slight
wetness, etc.) slides when it hits the right side
wall. The ball will still angle toward the front
wall, but since it is NOT spinning like it
usually does, the ball just compresses and
returns right back to the place from whence it
came, Le., the right side wall! Jason and others
have quickly acknowledged that this shot
cannot be hit on purpose, but when it does
happen, few, if any, have ever been able to
return it!

By Otto Dietrich
USA Racquetball
National Rules
Commissioner

Always "Play by the
Rules!” If you don’t have
a copy, you can find and

review them on-line at:

http://www.usaracquetball.com/
Default.aspx?tabid=839.

Do you have a rules/refer-
eeing question?

Be sure to email it to
me at ODietrich@usra.org
and you might find it
featured in an upcoming
issue of Racquetball.
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