

































































































































































LADIES
LARK

THE VWOMEN 79 TOURNAMENT

omenfromthrough-

out New England

converged on Bos-

ton last February.

Drawnby the IRA’s

New England Open
Racquetball Championships for Women
(otherwise known as the Women ’79
Tournament), 144 players from 11
eastern states took part in the largest all-
woman’s racquetball tournament ever
held on the east coast.

They played in five divisions (Open,
B, C, Novice, and Seniors 35-+) at
Boston Tennis Club’s new nine-court
racquetball facility. The women’s high
degree of enthusiasm for the tournament
and racquetball in general reflected the
phenomenal growth of women’s
racquetball over the last few years.

Massachusetts player, Gail Cone,
remembers having to play against men in
her first tournament in 1975 because

there were no divisions for women. This
year, by contrast, 50 women competed
in the women’s divisions of the IRA’s
Massachusetts  State  Singles Cham-
pionships in January, while 80 women
participated in the Mid-South Women’s
Open in Greensboro, N.C. The Women
’79 Tournament, sponsored by Natural
Light beer, February 23-25, represented
the next step towards the development of
quality tournament competition for
women.

Originally set up to accomodate 125
players, the competition drew such a
large response that Tournament
Director, Carol Mason, finally had to
refuse 12 entrants. “‘It was fantastic,”’
Mason said. ‘I never expected to be
oversubscribed, especially since our first
New England women-only tournament
(Women °78) drew only 42 par-
ticipants.”’

BY MARTHA LEPORE

Racquetball 33

























































