















































































































































GAUGE

COLOR

Although standards for determining string gauge
(the diameter of the string) vary from company to
company, one factor always remains the same: the
higher the given number, the thinner the string. I
once believed that - just like your racquet cannot
be rated too high on the power index — neither
can your string be too thin. Ashaway’s PowerKill
Pro has forever changed that! It's a 16 gauge,
slightly textured string which carries a surprisingly
amount of “pop” for what at first appears to be
most unforgiving string bed.

TEXTURE

The pace of our game keeps creeping ever upward.
As it does so, the importance of textured strings
moves downward. A hexagon string, a flatter
string, coatings, or lack of a coating, will affect a
string’s performance. More often it is the control
player, not the power player, who discerns more of
a difference in regard to texture.

KEVLAR®

Aramid fiber, better known as Kevlam® is still a
favorite among racquetball players who ask for
nothing more than an ultra-firm string bed and
durability. For those faced with chronic string
breakage, you may discover that Ashaway'’s
Kevlar® leader Killfire XL will be easier on your
pocketbook. If a Kevlar® string is your choice,
make life a little easier on your elbow and ask for
your string tension to be lowered a good 3-4
pounds (or 10%) to counter the stiffness associated
with Kevlar®.

And there’s something new out there — polyester.
Almost as stiff as Kevlar®, it resists notching (a
culprit in premature breakage) and is affordable.
Will it rival the Kevlar® strings out there? That
remains to be seen, but Ashaway has started
marketing a polyester string for racquetball called
Monofire. Currently available only in 660’ reels,
Monokill is attractively priced. (Because of poly-
ester’s tendency to be so stiff, you may wish to
consider using it only for the mains, not the
crosses.)
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Yes, even color makes a difference. By keeping
accurate records, many stringers accidentally
discover the impact of dyes. So if your favorite
blue string lasted less than three weeks, but the
sickly yellow held out for three months, abandon
loyalty to color and put the yellow in next time!
For the moment, due to their construction,
premium strings are often restricted to natural
colors. If color is a fashion priority, you may, sadly,
never graduate to premium strings.

How often should you re-string? In general, your
strings lose most of their resiliency at the twenty
hour mark. During the summer when tourna-
ments are at a low ebb, you might opt not to re-
string, but once the tournament season is up and
running, you may discover that having a fresh
racquet in your arsenal can prove to be quite
rewarding.

The strings mentioned in this article are the ones I
am most familiar with. Your selection is by no
means limited to those mentioned. A quick look at
what the pros are using turns up quite a cornu-
copia: Ashaway Superkill II, Babolat IRT Pro, Forten
Explosion, Tecnifibre 505, and Wilson Sensation,
just to name a few.

Your string choice should be determined not only
by how you perceive the importance of brand
loyalty, cost, texture, etc., but also by your choice
of equipment and style of play. If short hops,
splats, and / or mis-hits (the three negatives for
string life expectancy) are considered integral to
your standard game plan, it may require a few
string trials before you find a brand that will
measure up to your expectations in both perfor-
mance and durability.

How important is a point or two to you in a big
tournament?
How important
is consistency?
Stay aggressive in
your choice of
string! Don't
neglect the guts!
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Event hosted by the 1999 David's Doubles Tournament. These
world class athletes absolutely dazzled their coaches in early
February, at the prestigious Mayfield Inn and Suites Athletic
Club, in Edmonton.

Ten men’s doubles and five women'’s doubles pairs battled for
only four berths on Canada’s National Racquetball Team and
a chance to compete in the Tournament of the Americas,
to be held in late March, in Rosarito, Baja California, Mexico.
This international event is the precursor to the Pan Am Games.

Canada’s brightest young racquetball stars include World
Champions Lisa Kerr of White Rock, (1997 Elaine Tanner award
winner), and Karina and Kris Odegard, Saskatoon’s World Class
brother and sister combo, who have won a combined total
of eleven world championships!

Sherman Greenfeld, ten-time Canadian national champion
and three-time World Champion, along with Christie Van
Hees, 1998 World Champion, had the weekend off.

In Men’s final action in Edmonton, outstanding veteran Mike
Ceresia, of Burlington, led partner Mike Green, of Hannon,
Ontario to a tie-breaking victory over Kane Waselenchuk, of
Spruce Grove and Brian Istace, of Calgary (7-15), (15-10),
(11-7). This was an important win for Green, who felt good
about his chances to make the Canadian doubles team.

“I finally showed | belong on the team and | am here to stay.
And ... Ceresia is so damned smart on the court, he makes
my job easy! ”

Finishing first overall in Women'’s round robin play were top
seeded Josee GrandMaitre, of Longeuil, PQ, (who coaches
Canada’s Junior Team in her spare time!) and Lucie Guillemette
of Lac Beauport. The Quebec ensemble defeated fifth seeded
Jenny Saunders, of Winnipeg, and Julie Neubauer, of Calgary
(15-7, 15-10), before easily putting away third seeded Lori-
Jane Powell, of Saskatoon, and Chantal Turgeon, of Rock
Forest, PQ, (15-5, 15-3). Powell and Turgeon saved face later
by defeating Saunders and Neubauer (15-14, 15-9).

Second place overall went to fourth seeded Saskatoon hope-
fuls, Karina Odegard and Amanda MacDonald, who really
pulled the tablecloth from under Canadian team veterans,
Debbie Ward, of Prince George, AB and Lisa Kerr, of White
Rock, BC, (seven time World Junior Champion) in a hair
wrenching tie-breaker (15-8, 14-15, 11-10). Ward and Kerr
graciously accepted third place.

Now that tournament results are in, the really big question is
. . . how in the world are coaches Ron Brown and Carol
Mulholland going to choose four Canadians from all this pool
of talent? No disrespect intended . . . but | would not want
to be coach for all the Vuarnet shades in the world !
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Site Announced for Japan Open ‘99

The Sporting World Levene Choufu will host the 99 Japan
Open May 1 to 5th in Choufu city. The club is located near
Choufu station, 25 minutes by train from Shinjuku, Tokyo.
They have five racquetball courts with glass walls. Two or
three other clubs around Tokyo area will be named to sub-
host the event. Japan Racquetball Association will announce
more details on February 15th.

Yasushi Tanahara

Japan Racquetball Association

tanahara@mb.infoweb.ne.jp

Canadians “Monitor” ‘99 Pan Ams

Members of Canada’s National Racquetball Team and other
athletes hoping to be named to the Team were in Halifax, NS
to compete in the National Team Singles Monitoring
Tournament sponsored by A.A. Munro Insurance of Antigonish,
Nova Scotia. Competitors included current World Champions
Christie Van Hees and Sherman Greenfeld, plus recently
crowned Junior World Champions Lisa Kerr (Girls 18 & under)
and Karina Odegard (Girls 16 & under).

In the women'’s division, top seed Christie Van Hees of British
Columbia, current National and World champion, defeated
#3 seed, Lori-Jane Powell of Saskatchewan (15-9, 15-10).

In the men’s division, second seeded Mike Ceresia of Ontario
upset current National and World champion, Sherman
Greenfeld of Manitoba in a tiebreaker (14-15, 154, 11-6).

Final Results — Men’s Open: 1st & 2nd Place: Mike Ceresia
(ON) def Sherman Greenfeld (MB) 14-15, 15-4, 11-6. 3rd &
4th Place: Michael Green (ON) def Brian Istace (AB) injury
default. Women'’s Open: 1st & 2nd Place: Christie Van Hees
(BC) def Lori Jan Powell (SK) 15-9, 15-10. 3rd & 4th Place:
Josee GrandMaitre (PQ) def Lucie Guillemette (PQ) 8-15, 15-
4,11-7

European Championships in Germany

Submitted by Mike Mesecke

German Racquetball Federation

The European Racquetbali Federation (ERF) recently selected
Germany to once again host the European Championships
in 1999. The German Racquetball Federation chose the city
of Bad Tolz (Federal State of Bavaria) and its local racquet-
ball club as the host site for this event, which will be held July
20-25, 1999. During these five days, actually two European
events will take place: The 10th European Championships
(Individual and Team event) and the 7th European Masters
(Seniors Individual and Team event). The following age divi-
sions are planned for the European Masters: Singles in 30+,
35+, 40+, 45+, 50+, 55+. Doubles in 30+, 40+.
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