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THE NATION'S #1 RACQUETBALL/HANDBALL 
SYSTl: MS// PCB TENNIS COMPUTERIZED MANAGEMENT SYSTEM PRESENTS 

SPECIALISTS FOR THE RACQUET SPORTS INDUSTRY NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 

iRIOfj~~~5lRin9l~UE 1':1R~fU3El':1E~T 
An Unbeatable Doubles Team 

FEATURES Data Processing by The Louis Zahn Data Service Corp. and the 725 or New 800 Series Electronic Register by Sweda 
Cash & Charge Accountability 6Money Management 
Your racquet sports club can have an accounting management system utilizin9 the 
Sweda 725 Electronic Register. Register-imprinted member receipts are automatically 
generated for all transactions. Backup register documentation of all transactions is 
provided for club use, as is a register-imprinted transaction summary for expeditious 
day·s-end balancing. 
Front Desk Organization 
The electronic register is the record-keeping nucleus for all front-desk activity. 
Through program control, register-guided entry of information is performed accurately 
and easily by all front-desk personnel with minimal training. Separate register totals 
facilitate drawer-balancing by shift. The register-produced journal tape with all 
recorded transactions is used as input to the Louis Zahn Data Service Corp.'s processing 
center. 
Instantaneous Information 
Separate register totals (dollars & units) are provided for all sales classifications, such 
as court-time resold court-time, lessons, Pro Shop sales, bar & lounge. The club has 
total access to all recap information at any time. Conlid_entiality is ~ssured with a 
security code control employed by the register, preventing unauthorized access to 
information. 

System Highlights: 
• Updated monthly paper Rolodex cards with member ID, aging & court-time. 
• Racquetball Charge System/PCB· automated Permanent Court-lime Billing (PCB)~ 

with descript'·1e statements. 
• Metropolitan Billing or Circuit Billing for members play in multiple owned clubs. 
• New member listing printout. 
• Court Scheduling Reports. 
• Total Business Analysis Report on sales & service categories. 
• Permanent Court-lime & League/Round Robin information printed on member's 

statements. 
• Automatic membership renewal billing. 
• Bound booklet of duplicates of all statements generated. 
• Total electronic stuffing, posting & mailing of members' statements with club fliers & 

newsletters. 
Your facility can now enjoy all the line points of the standard RACQUETBALL CHARGE 
SYSTEM/PCB· without filling out & batching transaction forms.· 
• Note: The Total Electronic Adminstration Management" register system does not 
provide the hand-signed proof-of-purchase cards with the members' monlhtv state-
ments (usually requested by IRS for corporate accounts) as DOES The Standard 
RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEM/PCB· described in the adjoining RACQUETBALL 
CHARGE SYSTEM/PCB" ad. 

Approv ed by US PTA 
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WRITE OR CALL COLLECT NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION 312-681-3061 CllrA 
NOTE: TENN ISYSTEM / PCB• , RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS I PCB 0 and Total Elec troni c Adm inistrat ive Manage ment are 
exclus ive regist ered and trad emarked data systems lor racque t spor ts by 
LOUIS ZAHN DATA SERVICE CORP . 1930 GEORGE STREET, MELROSE PARK , ILLINOIS 60 160 



Racquetball Charge System/PCB® Total Bectronic Administrative 
Management System/PCB® is also designed from market research by 
the Louis Zahn Data Service Corp., developers of Racquetball Charge 
System/PCB which totally solves the billing problems which your club 
and other clubs are now experiencing, while providing you with timely 
and concise information needed for your club's present and future 
growth in an ever increasing competitive market 
Both the total Electronic Administrative Management System/ 
PCB® and Racquetball Charge System/PCB® provide your facility 
with Totally Descriptive Statements that will eliminate billing-
related questions and problems. 
Customized imprinted payment cards, pre-addressed to your club, and 
matching return-envelopes enclosed with your Racquetball club mem-
bers' monthly statements help convert charges into working cash fast .. 
especially with our guaranteed 72-hour Turnaround Service. The 
Racquetball Charge System/PCB Total Electronic Administrative 
Management System/PCB® provides you with an easy-to-read 
color-coded aging analysis which tells you instantly who owes What 
and For How Long. In addition, the Louis Zahn Data Service Corp. 
includes The Date Your Member Last Used Your Club's Services 
and The Date Payment Was Made, as well as your Member's 
Year-To-Date Total Charges. 
Racquetball Charge System/PCB Total Electronic Administra -

live M_anagement System /PCB<!'J provides a precise sales analysis 
(lncludmg Cash) which sorts down all sales categorically, Without 
Your Club Having To Fill Out Total and Batch Transaction Forms or 
Cards. 
Free PR, sales and optional dunning messages can be custom-
imprinted on top of your racquetball members' Descriptive Statements 
each month. 
Racquetball Charge System/PCB® Total Electronic Administra-
tive Management System/PCB® also provides Electronic Stuffing 
and Mailing Services with optical scanning to insure Accuracy and 
Instantaneous Cash Flow, as well as providing the ability to STUFF 
and MAIL Your Monthly Club 's Newsletters and two additional 
advertising leaflets. 
Racquetball Charge System/PCB® Total Electronic Administra-
tive Management System/PCB® also provides Free In-Club Train -
ing By Our Pro. 

It Takes No Time At All To Operate Racquetball Charge System/ 
PCB® Total Electronic Administrative Management System/ 
PCB® You certainly cannot beat that! 
No cancellation fee on Racquetball Charge System/PCB® Total 
Electronic Administrative Management System/PCB® Data Pro-
cessing Service Agreement. 

WE DON'T SELL RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEM/PCB® TOTAL ELECTRONIC 
ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM/PCB® . .. OUR CLIENTS DO! 

Smooth and immediate transition from your present system, no matter what system you presently use, or you can start now before your club is 
constructed. RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEM/PCB Total Electronic Administrative Management System/PCB® serves clubs throughout 
our entire nation and internationally as well. Optional Percentage-Free Collection Services are also available with all Louis Zahn Data Service 
Corp. systems. 
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Free regis tered and tradema rke d sampl es of statem ents, pri nt-outs. transac tion fo rms, payment ~ards. 
Free qu otation . No ob liga tion . Backed by g milli on doll ars o f co mput er power and o ur pros 10 run it. 
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WRITE OR CALL COLLECT NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION OR A DETAILED PROPOSAL 312-681-3061 ' 
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another service offered by the Tt lai ~SY ST£ f';'I / PCB* specialists 
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I way to bill your 
club members charges and 
PERMANENT Court Time 1 

1 

I 
I 
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Your method of billing your members · regular charges may 
be the least professional th ing you do. 

With tightening compet ition for racquetball members, it's just 
good business to make sure you 're not turning any of your 
members off at billing time with an error-prone manual or 
inadequate computerized billi ng program . What's more , you 
owe it to yourself to max imize your receivable controls for faster 
re!urn on that big dollar investment your facility represents . 

RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS /pee · is the com-
pu:er billing system designed from market research by the 
racquet sports specialists , the Louis Zahn Data Service Corp . 
We are the exclusive developers of TENNISYSTEM / pc e •. 
the system that totally so lves clubs' billing problems. while 
providing you with timely and concise information needed for 
your club 's present and future growth 

We have many satisfied clients throughout the country, with 
100% renewals each season . RACQUETBALL CHARGE 
SYSTEMS / pe e • will cost you less than your present pro-
gram. and we can prove it. We know ii will give you the finest 
controls . 

Receipts. optionally signed by your Racquetball Club Mem-
bers are promptly mailed with our concise, informative , TO-
TALLY DESCRIPTIVE STATEMENTS, to eliminate billing re-
lated questions and problems . Customized imprinted payment 
cards , pre-addressed to your club, and matching return en-
velopes enclosed wilh your racquetball club members· state-

*PCB is Permanent Court-Time Billing. 
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ments, ne lp to conven cnarges into working cash fast ... 
espec ia lly with our guaranteed 72-ho ur turnaround service 
Easy-to -read, color -code d aging analysis tells you instantly 
who owes what , and for how long . In addition . we include lhe 
dat e your member last used your club 's service s and the date 
payment wa s made , as well as member 's yea r-to-d ate total 
charges . 

Precise sales analysis (incl uding cash) sort s down all sales , 
categorically Free PR, sales . and optional dunn ing messages 
can be custom-imprinted on top of your racquetball members · 
descriptive statements eac h month . RACQUE TB ALL 
CHARGE SYSTEMS also provide s electronic stu ff ing and 
mail ing serv ices with optical scanning to insure insta ntan eous , 
cash How, as well as provid ing the ability to stuff and mail your 
monthly club 's newsletters and two addit ional adv ertising 
leaflets . 

And you receive free in-club train ing by our pro 
It takes only an hour a day to operate RACQUETBALL 
CHARGE SYSTEMS /pee • Can you beat that? No expen-
sive. comp lex installations or confusing , sens itive gadgets . No 
min imum service per iod. No bind ing con trac t. No cancellat ion 
fee . 

Smooth and immed iate transition from your present sys tem 
or you can start now before your club Is constructed . RAC-
QUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS /pee • serves c lubs 
throughout our entire nation . 

NOTE: OUTPUT OF JOURNAL PAPER TAPE FROM IN-CLUB 
CASH REGISTERS CAN BE USED AS INPUT TO THE ABOVE 
SYSTEM. IF YOU SO DESIRE, WE CAN A ID YOU IN POINT OF 
SALE REGISTER SELECTION AND IMPLEMENTATION . 
Free registered and trademarked samples of statements, print-outs, 
transaction forms , payment cards. Free quotation. No obligation. Backed by 
9 million dollars of computer power and our pros to run it. 

WRITE OR CALL COLLECT NOW FOR 
MORE INFORMATION OR A DETAILED 
PROPOSAL. 312 - 681 - 3061 

NOTE: RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS/PCB* are exclusive registered and trademarked 
data systems for RACQUETBALL by the 

Louis Zahn Data Service Corp. 1930 GEORGE srREET MELROSE PARK. ILLINoIs 60160 
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shoot it serve it pass it 
belt it -· · splash it ,. whack it 
slap it- dunk it bounce it 
freeze it spin it cream it 
chop it wet it dribble it 
lob it hit it ace it loft it 
hang it clobber it -bang it 
center it spike it kill it 
smash it hook it t,c,ot it 

buy it, Seamco 
SEAMCO SPORTING GOODS COMPANY, DIVISION OF DART INDUSTRIES, LAGRANGE , GEORGIA 30240 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 1-800-241-8111 TOLL FREE. 



Gil South . Greenspring Racke t Club 
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On The Cover ... 
Davey Bledsoe in his first moments after victory 
gi ves determ ined "I got it " to the full house 
gallery . Bledsoe 's shocking victory at the 
Nationals came over Marty Hogan 21 -20, 21- 19. 

-Photo by Arthur Shay 

Our Biggest Ever ... Again 
This issue's 160 pages plus cover reaches a 
further milestone in racquetball journalism, -the 
largest racquetball magaz ine ever publlshed In 
our sport . The old record, set last issue, of 120 
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FROM BOB KENDLER 

What Title 
o·d You Win? 
National Championships have only 
one objective . .. to identify superior 
skill and title it. Unfortunately, winning a 
title, instead of exalting , sometimes 
debases those who exhibit less than 
championship qualities. We have only 
one or two thoughtless pros left whose 
conduct, undoubtedly, will one day 
equal their skill. 
We have just completed the biggest 
racquetball championship ever held . I 
hope the winners know that it is not 
titles that reflect honor on the men, but 
men on their titles! And this brings me 
to the Nationals at San Diego. 
They were greatl Superb! Unmatched! 
On the way to the finals, there were 
people who did not deserve to win , and 
didn 't. They were the players who 
challenged every call, defied every 
ruling, and generally made the 
referee 's work a nightmare. I think the 
referees did an excellent job, and my 
thanks go out to Chuck Leve, Terry 
Fancher, and every one of their 
referees and linesmen . I salute and 
thank every one of you . This 
tournament would be nothing without 
the unsung players and referees who, 
more than some so-called stars , 
deserve the title of Good Sportsmen , 
Elsewhere in this issue we have made 
mention of the many co-workers who 
made this enormous task a success. 
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And success it was! There has never 
been a better managed , more popular, 
or more exciting racquetball 
championship staged, and it should 
come as no surprise that prime credit 
goes to the Atlas Organization . 
Unbeknown to any of you , there were 
numerous critical situations , none of 
which eluded the capable handling of 
their professional staff . Their 
hospitality was sumptuous, their 
facilities fabulous, and their publicity 
unequalled in all of court club history. 
You can all look forward to cassettes, in 
living color , with slow motion , at very 
popular prices. All the exciting 
moments of this thrill-filled week have 
been captured on film . This is another 
reason why my vote is cast for Atlas 
who wins the title as the greatest host in 
our 1 O year history. 
We just have to give the Sweetheart 
title to Charlie Brumfield . There is no 
doubt all the girls love him , the men 
admire him, and the pros envy him. 
Wait till network television hears his 
melodious voice. Howard Cosell will 
eat his heart out! 

I hope you are one of those who came 
home with the best title ... the 
satisfaction of having helped us make 
this a memorable event. For myself, I'm 
like the fellow who said , "I'm not what 
I'm gonna be . But I'm not what I used 
to be! " 
And it's going to be a lot better . When 
you watch your thoughts, they become 
words ; when you watch your words, 
they become actions; when you watch 
your actions, they become habits; 
when you watch your habits , they 
become characteristics . So watch your 
characteristics , for they become your 
destiny! Live with men as if God saw 
you ; converse with God as if men heard 
you . Then your real title 
will be won! • 





FROM THE EDITOR CHUCK LEVE 

An Era Ends 
He was in trouble and everybody knew 
it. His lithe opponent took a forehand 
off the back wall and as the man moved 
in to cover the kill, his opponent drove 
the ball cross court , perfectly 
camouflaged . 
The man with glasses screeched to a 
halt, changed direction, and raced to 
the deep left comer after the spinning 
sphere . He got there, but too late. His 
black carbon racquet could not help his 
outstretched arm as he desperately 
"wristed" the ball back into the back 
wall. 
The Seamco 559 fell 1 O feet short of 
the front wall and the match was over . 
Charlie Brumfield would not repeat in 
his quest for National Title number five. 
He had lost to Jerry Hilecher, 11-9 in 
the tie-breaker, in the quarter-finals . 
Half of the gallery was cheering wildly . 
The other half was initially in stunned 
silence, and gradually began applause 
of respect, which grew to a thunderous 
ovation for excellent play , effort, and I 
believe past performances . 
A guttural "Al/right!" came from 
Hilecher's throat, he did a little dance 
and there was Brumfield . The men 
shook hands and walked off the court . 
There were no tears, no tirades, no 
obscenities, neither before , during or 
after the match. The Charlie Brumfield 
era was officially over . 
The former champ did not win a single 
tour stop this past season. He won 
barely $6 ,000 in prize money , while 
tour leader Marty Hogan captured 
$22,000 and runner-up Davey 
Bledsoe, who was to take the National 
title a few days later earned over 
$10,000 . 
Those who couldn 't understand why 
Brumfield had not been "on " all year 
still looked puzzled. They shouldn't 
have been, however . Certainly 
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Brumfield wasn 't. He knew long ago 
that his time had come and the 
transition from number one to number 
three was made in a manner befitting 
any national champion . It was made 
with class. 
Brumfield has always been one of the 
most, if not the most intelligent 
racquetball performers . His analyt ical 
mind and ability to think himself out of 
any situat ion was a large contributing 
factor to his success . 
His was the first mind to figure out that 
he couldn 't win consistently and would 
have difficulty winning at all. He, before 
almost any others, realized that the 
game had changed. 
The era of control racquetball left with 
Brumfield . The two are and were 
synonymous . The game now is power 
and kill. The younger , stronger players 
show this, - Hogan , Beldsoe, Wagner , 
McCoy , Hilecher, - serve and shoot. 
Control racquetballers still can show 
well, with Brumfield , Strandemo and 
Keeley all reaching, then losing , in the 
quarter-finals . On a fluke they might 
make the semi 's. On a rarity, the finals. 
On a prayer, the title . 
This is no knock of these fine 
competitors . They possess and 
perform the skills once consi~ered 
mighty, just as well as they did a few 
years ago. But the game has changed . 
The power hitters hit the ball so hard 
that they have wrecked the balance 
between power and control, where 
idealistically, two premier players of 
each style would have a tremendous 
battle . Today the power players 
destroy the controllers . 
Control, that beautiful, flowing 
movement of finesse and percentages , 
playing by the book, maneuvering your 
opponent until you get that good 

offens ive opportun ity , - it is no longer 
effective. 
Witness new national champ ion 
Bledsoe : "For me to wait for a high 
percentage shot is stupid ," he said 
after the Nationals. "/ win off low 
percentage shots ." 
It's called mak ing the first offensi~e 
opportunity , instead of wa iting f~r 11. It 
calls for boom ing serves that cripple 
the rece iver . It means shoo t anything, 
and hit it hard . 
Brumfield didn't have a chance . His 
physique and stroke have been 
groomed for 12 years in control. To 
totally change his game at age 29 
would be asking too much of anyone, 
even Brumf ield. 
So Charlie accepted the inevitable. He 
continued to play , and play his hardest. 
But a new mental attitude emerged, 
one of court san ity . Brum went out, did 
his best , and let the ch ips fall. 
He left the antics, the rages , the 
intimidation , the shenanigans , the 
bush leagues beh ind. In losing 
Brumfield became a true professional. 
He may be the only one in the game. 
His era is over , but his career is just 
beginning . Brumfield will make his next 
mark within racquetball, in law, 
coaching or telev ision . 
He is legend . I had the privilege of 
witnessing the last seven years of that 
legend . He has done more for 
racquetball than any other playe r in the 
game 's history . Charlie Brumfie ld put 
us on the sports map . He calculate d the 
need for an outspoken, controvers i_al, 
haughty, and ego dominated champ ion 
and he made himself one. 
Now as his reign ends Brumfie ld's true 
personality has come out. More than 
ever, he is a champ ion . • 



PLAY RAC UETBALL 
FOR THE HEALTH OF IT 

U.S. RACQUETBALL ASSN., 4101 OEMSTER ST., SKOKIE, ILL. 60076 

Now Available 
The bumper stickers you've been waiting for!!! 

$1 each; 3 for $2.50 
Or 1 free with each two new U.S.R.A. members you sign up. 

Send check or money order to: 
U.S.R.A., 4101 Dempster St., Skokie, IL 60076 

Please fill in the appropriate spaces ... 
Sirs : Enclosed is $ ___ to cover the cost 

of __ bumper stickers. Please send me D For the health and D Racquetballing . 

I have enclosed the check and names 
and addresses of two new members to 
U.$.R.A. Please send me free one of the 
bumper stickers marked above. 

Name ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

City _____ State ___ Zip __ _ 

Here are the new members : 
Name ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

City _____ State ___ Zip __ _ 
Name ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

City _____ State ___ Zip. __ _ 

,.--- - --- - -------------------------

U.S. RACQUETBALL ASSN., 4101 OEMSTER ST., SKOKIE, ILL. 60076 



NATIONAL COMMISSIONER JOE ARDITO 

Goodbye 76-77 
The 1976-77 season is over . Can it be 
that 12 pro tour stops, eight regionals, 
92 state tournaments and countless 
sanctioned events have come and 
gone? It seems like yesterday we were 
right where we are today, already 
planning the next season . 
This time it will be the 1977-78 year . 
What it holds for racquetball is 
greatness . It is our job to make sure 
that we attain that greatness . 
Before moving on, I feel a few 
reflections on the year just completed 
are in order. Much was accomplished 
for our sport and many people deserve 
much of the praise. 
Another breath cannot go by without 
thanking the Seamco Sporting Goods 
Company, from president Al Mackie 
and national sales manager Bob Coate 
down to every factory worker who has 
labored to continue the fine 558 and 
559 racquetballs. It has been the 
generous support of Seamco, through 
royalties and sponsorship monies, that 
has provided the funds necessary to 
build this sport. Our hat is off to these 
fine people. 
Leach Industries, the pro tour, 
co-sponsor, and provider of so,many 
top players, has been another )irm, 
whose input-has been invaluable this 
season . What Leach has done has 
aided thousands of players throughout 
the nation . 
It's awkward to look back and try and 
determine what the high points of a 10 
month period were, but if I was asked to 
recall the single most important 
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achievement of the 1976-77 season it 
could be summed up in one word : 
involvement. 
The U.S.R.A. and N.R.C. were able to 
involve thousands, perhaps millions of 
players in racquetball. Not only through 
our 46 affiliated state associations, but 
through other tournaments, and 
recently a national television spot. 
Involving people in racquetball is so 
important , because racquetball can 
become so important to each 
individual. As we promote health 
through our sport , we promote well 
being for all people. It is a task that no 
one has asked that we do, but one that 
we feel is our duty to perform. 
That is why we will continue to promote 
racquetball for everyone. The 
professionals will be stimulated further ; 
the state associations will..._be enlarged 
and made more efficient, with further 
funding ; the amateur sector , especially 
the women, seniors , masters and 
golden masters will receive greater 
promotion and programs ; the juniors 
program will be expanded; and our 
efforts for national televison coverage 
will continue. 

And those items should only be the 
beginning as we prepare racquetball 
for the season that will surely introduce 
our great spc rt to the nation, - and the 
world . 
I'd like to add a few thank you's to Bob 
Kendler, the president of our 
Associations , and the driving force 
behind our efforts . I've never seen a 
more tireless, harder worker on behalf 
of racquetball and it is truly my honor to 
work with him. 
To Chuck Leve and Terry Fancher, our 
two organizational phenoms , thanks 
for taking the pressure off me with the 
states, the tours , and the magazine. In 
this way I was able to bear down on the 
public relations and business ends of 
our work . 
And lastly, a thank you to all you 
wonderful readers and players. We 
certainly couldn 't do any of the above 
without you . It's been a terrific year, 
and its going to get better. -• 

' 



PrQ Rile'(Uet~illl "IQ~es 
R- 70 PRO -Already acclaimed nation wide as the finest glove for racquetball . Made from 
Saranac's own native deerskin - hand selected for its natural lightness and tackiness. Our supertite 
elastic and magic Velcro closu re on the back gives this glove that added touch of class to make 
it the "choice of the Pros '.' Easily identified by Saranac's new Pro emb lem. Colors: Bone deerskin 
with Red , Columbia Blue, Gold, Green, Orange. or White backs . Availab le in Left or Right hand. 
Sizes : Men's XS-S-M-ML-L-XL 

' 

SARANAC GLOVE co. BOX 786 
GREEN BAY WISCONSIN 54305 



HEALTH CLIFFORD J. WOLF, D.P.M., M.S. 

A Personal Foot 
Health Care Progra 
Pre-Game Prevention 
No part of the human body is as 
neglected as the foot. As our ultimate 
weight bearing surface , it bears the 
brunt of all physical abuse heaped on it 
from above and thrust into it from 
below . In racquetball , as in other highly 
mobile and physical weight-bear ing 
sports, poor foot health is a serious 
problem , magnified by its crippling 
effects on total performance . The 
slightest sprain, muscle pain , blister or 
infected ingrown toenail often 
incapacitates and can eliminate the 
athlete from competition just as 
effectively and painfully as 
ligamentous rupture or fracture . 
Unfortunately, many people are 
unaware of the existence of preventive 
foot health , in spite of the fact that 160 
million Americans suffer from some 
sort of foot disorder. Racquetball is a 
strenuous sport , so certain amounts of 
residual foot and leg discomfort for the 
average player , playing once or twice a 
week is within norma l limits and should 
be expected. However, if debilitatinr 
pain, for whatever reason , persists 
beyond one 's physiologic limits, forcing 
a player to walk uncomfortably , 
distracting him on his job , or hampering 
everyday activities , then racquetball for 
recreation and physical fitness 
becomes detrimental. 
In th is and future articles emphasis will 
be placed on the etiology and 
prevention of troublesome foot and leg 
conditions in order to recognize them 
before they occur . With common sense 
care, we can avoid things like improper 
shoe selection, unnecessary skin 
irritation and infection or inadequate 
warm-up and thus insure our longevity 
on the court while making racquetball 
more enjoyable and less painfu l. Some 
of the home medical treatments will be 
stressed as well as complications and 
related problems that could arise but 
would require a Podiatrist's attention . 
These conditions should never be 
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treated by the player himself unless 
under the phys ician 's direction . 
It is required that all players implement 
a personal health care program even 
before enter ing the court . This sh9u ld 
consist of : 1) correct shoe se lect ion, 
mater ials and fit ; 2) proper foot 
hygiene ; and 3) active foot and leg 
exercise in the pre-game warm -up. 
Correct Shoe Select ion, 
Materials and Fit 
The racquetball shoe becomes a 
danger to all who fail to insist on prop~r 
support , fit , and const ruction . These 
assurances will be had by cons idering 
the following suggestions : 
1. First , you will always be wise to 
select shoes in the late afternoon or 
early even ing since the foot probably 
swells with weight bear ing throughout 
the day . Try on shoes with one or two 
layers of socks, whichever you wear 
when playing . 
2. Insist that the salesman take foot 
measuremen ts wh ile you are stand ing 
up, to allow for natural splaying with 
weight bearing . Both width and length 
should be measured for ballpark 
figures . 
3. Once the shoes are on , make sure 
the widest portion of the shoe 
corresponds with the widest portion of 
the foot - or the distance between the 
f irst and fifth toe jo ints. Pay particular 
attent ion to the fit at the heel which 
should feel snug yet not constricting . A 
cushioned backing to prevent abrupt 
irritation and blistering of the Achilles 
tendon is recommended . 
4. Avo id very tight fitting counters (the 
hardened areas at the ins ide and 
outside of the heel) which can 
precipitate Achilles tendonitis and 
bursitis or excessive medial shoe 
pressure . Counters that are too loose 
may lead to blistering as the shoe rises 
and falls, and will fail to provide proper 
heel support . This will cause a shoe to 

break down faster while the foot , still 
exerting pressures from various 
directions , is thrown out of balance, not 
necessarily damaging ligaments or 
muscles but causing excess strain, 
fatigue and unnecessary pain . 
5. Comfort is the most important factor 
and proper fit will insure it. Give 
yourself time to get the feel of the shoes 
by walking and moving around in them . 
Good shoes will not " give" that much. 
Orthopedic arches built into some 
shoes must correspond to the 
longitudinal arch of the foot but can be 
adjusted . Players with "f lat feet " or 
balance inlay s should remove arches 
to avoid future discomfort and irritat ion . 
Conversely, arches can be built up for 
extra support, if necessary . 
6. Always choose a shoe that is roomy 
in the toe area so that the toes , within 
the sock, can naturally flex, extend and 
spread on the inner sole. If pinched 
from the sides or the top , they wil l be 
subjected to pressure and friction that 
will eventually damage the skin and 
open the way to blister formation, 
corns , calluses or impingement on 
toenails. Note that excess pressure 
and friction will invariably develop heat 
and consequently increase 
perspiration , setting up conditions 
advantageous for bacterial and/or 
fungal infection , and cause burn ing 
and swelling . 
7. Choose a shoe with a hard toe box 
providing adequate clearance and 
protection of the toes . Stepp ing on 
other player 's feet or jamm ing against 
the walls accounts for many painful 
injur ies that can be avoided . 
8. Insist on a sole that is sem i-stiff to 
rigid and be sure it has tred . These 
soles seem to prov ide excellent shock 
absorption , greater floor-sole contact 
and less innersole-foot friction. 
9. Be sure the upper is constructed of 
leather , rather than cloth or a synthetic 
combination . Leather bends easily and 
will conform to the contours of one 's 



foot. It is both tough and porous so it 
can protect the toot, keep it stable 
within the shoe and at the same time 
allow it to " breathe. " In this way air can 
circulate within the shoe and this will 
facilitate keeping the toot cool and dry. 
Both synthetics and cloth fail to do this 
and their characteristic tightness may 
even hamper circulation - a 
consideration tor the players with 
varicose veins and other circulatory 
problems . 
Proper Foot Hygiene 
The rules of prope r foot hygiene in the 
health care program seems 
fundamental but must be included. 
Keeping our feet clean, cool and dry , 
especially when playing, are most 
important factors . Anytime excess heat 
and perspiration accumulate within the 
sock or fail to be washed oft , odor 
develops (Bromidrosis), skin alkalinity 
increases and inter-digital maceration 
may result - creating an atmosphere 
even more conducive to fungu s 
infection or fetid bacteria . We can all 
play more comfortably by following 
these guidelines : 
1 . Use 1 00% cotton socks when 
playing . This material absorbs sweat 
so it can best provide ventilation , 
keeping the feet cooler, wh ile it claims 
the lowest incidence of skin reac tion . 
Do not use cotton-synthetic-wool 
combinations which generate heat and 
often cause contact dermititis when 
toxic chemicals are released to interact 
with skin. 
2. Change socks frequently accord ing 
to how much your feet perspire . 
Moisture is epecially conducive to skin 
frict ion, infection and foot odor. 
Therefore , it is good practice to change 
socks between matches in order to 
prevent complications . It must be noted 
that certain conditions cause feet to 
perspire more . Excess swea ting is 
commonly associated with obesity , 
nervous system disorders , 

disease, and contact dermititis. It 
recurrent and uncontrolled foot 
perspiration and odor exist, see a 
Podiatr ist or Dermatologis t to ascertain 
its etiology. 
3. Allow shoes to adequately dry out 
after play . Make a note to remove them 
from the racquetball bag to do this. 
Playing in damp shoes the following 
day, may permanently stretch and 
distort the leat her upper, subject it to 
mold and mildew and accentuate the 
hyperthyroidism, peripheral vascular 
Brom idrosis . Sprinkl ing foot powder 
into shoes will absorb moisture and 
aids in this respect. 
4. To decrease the incidence of 
communicable skin disease such as 
Athlete 's Foot (Tinea Pedis) in the 
locker-room wear rubber thongs at all 
times -i ncluding the showe r and 
sauna. (Paper sandals should be 
provided by each clerk as a hea lthy 
safeguard.) Pay special attention to the 
mechanical scrubbing and soaping of 
the feet when showering, as a first 
defense against spread of 
micro-organisms arou nd the 
locker-room facility. Examine your 
toenails for embedded dirt and firs t 
signs of infection. Be sure they are 
clipped straight across but not too 
short . 
5. Do not wear your thongs into the 
whirlpool; you may contaminate the 
water. Players who run barefoot into 
the whirlpool right after a brief water 
rinse otf, become veh icles for 
dissemination of micro-organisms. 
6. Be careful using tow els. The drying 
of feet and intertriginous areas and 
then standing on these same towels 
may contaminate the floor but more 
import antly other body areas. Dispose 
of towels in hampers which must be 
maintained frequently . 
7 . Over the counter antifungal and 
antibacteria l powders and sprays are 
good for use atter feet are dried , 

prophylactically. However, if 
trou blesome symptoms develop such 
as interdigital itching, maceration 
(soften ing of the flesh due to continued 
perspiration), redness and tiny blisters, 
consult your Podiatrist. He must make 
a differentia l diagnosis before 
treatment is started. Home remedies at 
this stage, should not be attempted. 
Active Foot and Leg Exercise 
in the Pre-Game Warm-Up 
It is not surprising that lack of the 
pre-game warm-up exercises in a 
player 's personal health care system, 
too often results in painful and 
deb ilitatin g injuries. Th e warm-up not 
only prepares the body for the 
forthcoming increa sed activity but is 
-also a good way to pinpo int areas of 
residual foot and leg soreness and 
stiffness. In this way, special attention 
may be paid to these areas during 
warm-up exercise . 
One theory supporting warm-up 
exercise is obvious. The optimum 
temperature for the speed of chemical 
reactions and metabolism in muscle 
has been demonstrated to be 
102-103 °F. Since a muscle 's 
temperature rises during work, it is the 
warm-up exercise that enables our 
muscles to approach their optimum 
temperature . (Pre-game sauna also 
aids in this respect before playing.) 
Further evidence suggests that 
muscular speed , strength , and 
efficiency is enhanced in this 
temperature range, as well. 
Certainly the most neglected exerc ises 
in the pre-game warm-up are those 
related to the muscles of the lower legs 
and feet. Execution of these exercises, 
shown in Fig. 1, are mandatory before 
play and should be performed 
barefoot , before shoes and socks are 
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EXERCISES FOR FEET AND LEGS 

1 2 

ABDUCT AHO ADDUCT TOES FOOT PRESS 

4 5 

TOW[L PULL RAISING ON TOES 

7 8 

STRAIGHT LEG RAISE TWO LEG RAISE 

10 

W[IGHT un 

Exerci ses # 1 to #6 
Move ankl es, feet and toes SLOWLY thr ough these exercises. 
Exercises # 7 and #8 

3 

6 

9 

12 

PROPER WAI.K 

RJlise one leg at a time , lowerin g s lowly . Th en rai se bot h legs together and lower slowly . 
Exerci se # 9 
RJlise legs up 2" from floor or bed and slowl y cross ond uncr 088 them . 
Ex erci se N 10 

OOWN ANO IN 
UP ANO OUT 

TOE PICK UP 
PrnCIL AHO TOW[l 

~u 
FEIT PARALLEL 

HEEL-TO-TOES 

With 10 pound _weight acro ss foot, elevot.e alt.erno te ly th e right leg, th en th e left leg , to 90°. 
Ex erci se N 12 
Wh en walk ing , keep feet par allel and fin ish step on the toes (not on ball of foot). 
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put on. The movement of no other part 
of the body is so hampered by clothing 
as the foot is by the shoe , so exercise 
with shoes on will limit full use of 
muscles and joint ranges of motion -
and both must be available during 
increased activ ity . It is obvious that the 
warm-up necessary to produce 
adequate muscle tone and flexibility for 
a certain individual will depend on the 
conditioning status of that indiv idual 
but any player is inviting serious injury 
(e.g., strain , sprain , muscle or ligament 
rupture, fracture) and certainly more 
rapid fatigue if they play without 
vigorous pre-game warm-up exercise. 
Part I in this series has emphasized a 
personal health care system that 
should be incorporated into every 
player's pre-game plans. Total 
performance will surely improve if 
incapacitating and painful foot and leg 
problems can be recognized and thus 
prevented . Future articles will deal with 
some of the more serious conditions 
that develop as a result of player 
negligence , where these minor pains 
and symptoms culminate into more 
serious, debilitating and aggravating 
injuries. • 



PAYMENT FOR ARTICLES 

PaY.men 
Fo~rticle 
Do you know a better way to teach a 
particular phase of racquetball? Have 
you experienced someth ing first hand 
within our sport that you would want to 
share with the entire nation? Taken 
any good pictures of racquetball 
lately? Have any health tips that could 
help somebody 's game? 
If you posses or are capable of writing 
any of the above, National 
Racquetball will be happy to accept 
contributions from our readers . 
Payment will be made , on publication 
at the follow ing rates: · 

$200 for Instructional Articles . 
Contribt..Hbns must be specific , well 
documented with drawings or 
photographs , on a particular phase of 
our sport and how to improve it. 
Potential contributors should read any 
of Ken Wong 's instructional series 
(November , 1975, January , March , 
1976) as a good example . Minimum 
length : 2 ,000 words . 
$200 for First Person Articles . 
Contributions must be actual , true , 
original unpublish ed story about 
something that happened to you or 
you witnessed with in racquetball. It 
can be humorous, dramatic or just 
plain intere sting . Potential contributors 
should read David Northcut t's A Game 
With Charlie Brumfield (May , 1976) as 
a good example. Minimum leng!h : 
1 ,000 words . 
$200 for Health Art icle s. Contribut ions 
must be factual, documented and 
related to how to improve or maintain 
your health in or with racquetball. 
Articles dealing with diet , conditioning, 
safety, cardio-vascular improvement , 
or psychological areas are particularly 
desir able . Or. P.E. Allsen 's 
Racquetball Increases 
Cardiovascular Fitness (March , 1976) 
is a good example . Minimum length : 
750 words . 

$50 for pictures, cartoons or 
draw ings . The material may be 
dramatic, humorous, or singula rly 
interest ing. It must be original and 
unpublished . Regul ar tournament 
photos , unless con tain ing an 
unusually high deg ree of originality will 
not be considered . All photo s must be 
black -and -white glossy , and any 
cartoons or drawings must be came ra 
ready . 

The contributor's name and address 
and the date the contribution is sent 
should be on all items . Compositions 
must be type-written , doub le spaced , 
and are subject to rev ision , alteration , 
correct ion or reje ction by the editor . 
CONTRIBUTIONS CANNOT BE 
ACKNOWLEDGED OR RETURNED . 
Please address con tributions to The 
Editor Nat ional Racquetball , 4101 
Dempst er Street, Skokie, Illinois 
60076 • 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 

Planning a move? 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
attach label here 

If you ' re moving, p lease let us know 
five weeks befo re chang ing your 
address. Place magazine address 
label here , print your new add ress 
below. If you have a question about 
your subscription, place your maga-
zine address lab el here and c lip this 
form to your letter . 

name 

1 address 
\--,-,---------,-~--~-~ c ity state z ip code 

Please include a NA-
TIONAL RACQUETBALL 
label to insure prompt ser-
vice whenever you write 
about your subscription. 

MAIL TO: N.R .C., 4101 
Dempster Street, Skokie, 
Illinois 60076. 

TO SUBSCRIBE mail this 
form with your payment. 
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LETTERS 

Dear Bob : 

C en 
:::D > 

Thank you! I very much appreciate 
your generosity and willingness to 
support our Chicago Heart Assoc iation 
Tournament. I assure you that all of 
your requests will be honored and I 
personally will look forward to joining 
you so that we can share the Gapers 
food and fun. 
Your continued efforts and support of 
the court sports is most appreciated . 

John S. Wineman , Jr . 
Northfield, IL 

Dear Mr. Kendler : 
On page 57 of your May 1977 issue, 
you made an offer that if we belong to a 
club where there is a wom an pro or 
manager, you would send us a free can 
of balls . I submit the name of Linda 
Brown ing as the manager of Courts ide 
Racquetball Club in Springfield , Illinois . 
Linda has only been the manager for a 
few months, but in that short period of 
time is doing an excellent job . 
As long as I have taken the time to 
write, I would like to te ll you of the great 
help your magazine has been to my 
racquetball game . I have recent ly 
progressed from the C class to the B 
class , and I feel that part of my , 
improvement has been due to your 
excellent articles on instruction in 
National Racquetball . Before tak ing up 
racquetball two years ago, I was a 
4-day a week golfer , and since then I 
have not touched my go lf clubs , which , 
by the way , makes my w ife very happy 
because now she can expect me home 
all day Saturday and all day Sund~ . 
I would like to commend you and your 
staff for your excellent contribution to a 
game which more people should play 
for purposes of personal enjoyment 
and physica l fitness . 
Please keep up the good work. 

Dear Mr. Leve: 

Paul F. Deutsch 
Spr ingfield, Ill. 

What a disserv ice your publ icati on has 
made regarding women racquetball 
players on the cover of Volume 5, 
Number 2, March 1977 National 
Racquetball. Why must you feature an 
unnatural and unbecoming pose of 
women ath letes? Especially when 
there is a bette r photo of !he same 
players with in the publica tion . Act ion 
and game-like photographs are 
interesting, but please be more 
selective for a cover photo . Do not 
mistake my concern. I am happy to see 
women getting some pub licity , but I feel 
that discretion should be used . The 
current cover is the very type of 
photog raph which encourages 
caricature, crit icism and distortion. 

Myreen Loveless 
Lincoln , NE 

Dear Mrs . Brusslan: 
Beside me is my fresh out of the 
mailbox, one-hour old National 
Racquetball magaz ine for May . I have 
just finished browsing through the new 
women 's sec tion and am wr iting a letter 
to you in frustration. 
I am a 25-year-old , second grade 
teacher, and live on the Eastern part of 
Long Island , New Yo rk. You might think 
it is very populated out here, but the 
biggest store for miles is a Woolco . 
There is much undeveloped land, sod 
farms , and pota to farms. I am orig inally 
from Long Island , but c loser in towards 
New York City . 
I went to college in Buffalo , New York 
and in the fall of 1970 two boys who 
were in a swimm ing class taught me 
how to play what everyone up there 
ca lled paddleba ll. (It was actually 
racquetball ). Well , it was love at first 
sight. I lived in those courts for four 
years . My freshman yea r I came in third 
in the womens' singles champ ionships. 
In the next three yea rs I came in first in 
both singles , and doub les (with the 
he lp of a good friend I often played 
with) . Every Friday aftern oon I would 
play from noon to six or seven o'clock 
at night , not to ment ion the times during 
the week . 95% of the time I played with 
men, often the male gym teache rs, 
some who are up to this day very good 
fr iends of mine . 
After graduat ion in May , 197 4, I never 
got to play because there were no 
courts available to me . I got ext remely 
frustrated. There were a coup le of 
col leges that had courts but I.D.'s were 
needed . I was lucky enough to get an 
excellen t teach ing job last year and 
also nearby is Stony Brook University 
where I am taking graduate cou rses 
part tim e. So , since this past January I 
have been playing again. 
I really want more than "just " playing. 
When I read about the sma ll number of 
women who were playing even last 
year , it makes me feel like an old pro or 
something . Four years ago I tr ied to 
buy a new racquet on Long Island and 
when I told all the salesmen wh at I 
wanted, they looked at me as though I 
had four heads . Today there are 
racquets ava ilable. 
I am curious as to what my play ing 
ability really is. I'm sure that any pro or 
any state champ wou ld probab ly cream 
me but I want a chance to see . I would 



love to be in some kind of amateur 
tournament but rarely see where one is 
being held in my area. 
When I see all the pictures of women 
playing in your magazine I cringe with 
envy because I want to be competing 
very badly. 
I could go on and on. Long Island, with 
its large population and money is ripe 
for the growth of racquetball. 
If there is any way you can offer a 
suggestion to me or send me any kind 
of helpful informat ion, please do so . 
Thank you for listening . Good luck in 
your job. 

Lynn Doerner 
Rocky Pt., NY 

Editor's Note: Two people who know 
about local tournaments in New York 
are Tom Flannery , cha irman of the 
Eastern New York Racquetball 
Association ; 3 Alpine Drive, 
Wappingers Falls, N.Y. 12590 and Jim 
Winterton, chairman of the Upstate 
New York Racquetball Association ; 
211 Brooks Ave ., Rochester, NY 
14619 . And perhaps there will be some 
tournaments at Long Island 's first 
racquetball club, Health 'N Sports Club 
and Spa in Westbury . 

Dear Sirs : 
Having returned from a wonderful 
tournament in Lombard, Illino is I 
wanted to thank so many peop le I felt a 
letter to you was the best way to do so. 
First, let me say th is was a beautiful 
tournament, well run in every way. The 
hospitality extended was lovely , plenty 
of good food , fresh fruit, even Dannon 
yogurt was offered to everyone 
desiring it, including guests . 
The management charged admission, 
which was certainly worth it. The 
matches were thrilling , breathtaking, 
exciting, unbelievable and_ any other 
adjective you use to describe the type 
of play exhibited by th~ . pros and 
amateurs at this magn1f1cent 
racquetball club (The Glass Court). 
The thrilling matches started 
immediately. It seemed each game 
was more exciting than the last one; 
which seemed hard to believe at the 
time . My hands were blood _red and my 
voice had laryngitis , but I enJoyed every 
bit of what I had seen. 

Racquetball! What a sport ! I love it. In 
my opinion there is no sport more 
exciting . Please extend my thanks to 
the management of The Glass Court, 
Dan Bertolucci, and h is able 
assistants . 
The great refereeing job done by Terry 
Fancher , who came to Chuck Leve's 
rescue after he developed laryng itis , 
was superb . Governor Thompson of 
Illino is added an addit ional thr ill just by 
his presence . 
Thank you all for a wonderful 
tournament. 

Dear Bob: 

Ann Hilecher 
St. Louis 

My sincere congratulations to you , Joe 
Ard ito, Chuck Leve, and Terry Fanche r 
for an outstand ing year of racquetball . 
The racquetball profess ion truly owes 
all of its success to you and all the fine 
peop le that work for the N.R.C. and the 
U.S.R.A. 
If we can ever be of any help to you 
please let me know . 
Aga in, cong ratulations on a fantastic 
and very exciting year. 

Dear Editor , 

Dan Isaacson 
Newport Beach , Ca l. 

I have just picked up your edition of 
National Racquetball , Volume 5, 
Number 3, May 1977 , and I think it's 
fantastic! 
I have only been playing racquetball for 
about a year and think that it is the 
greatest thing since the invent ion of the 
light bulb. 
I'm wr iting this note only to inform you 
that there are places to play racquetba ll 
East of the Mississipp i and even East 
of the Appalach ian Mounta ins. 
I think the East Coast should have a 
little advertisement abou t playing 
facilit ies . I have been playing at the 
Bogota Racquet Club in Bogota , New 
Jersey . At present it only has one court, 
but is planning to have three more 
courts by September 1977. It is an 
excellent club and it's facilities include 
seven tennis courts , two squash 
courts, one handball / racquetball court , 

lounge , steam room , whir lpool , sauna , 
exercise room and great atmoshpere. 
Racquetball is such a great game to get 
a good workout , most of my fr iends 
now prefer it to tennis . 

Dear Bob: 

Frank DeBari 
New Milford , NJ 

First, I want to thank you for agreeing to 
serve on the Governo r's Council on 
Health and Fitness . A dist ingu ished 
group of peop le have agreed to be 
appointed as members and I am sure 
we can do a great deal to improve the 
heal th and fitness of Illino is residents. 
One bit of information that you may 
have missed is that a bill is pending in 
the legislature that wou ld prov ide 
$35 ,000 to the Governor 's Counci l. If 
adop ted it will enab le us to hire an 
execut ive director and prov ide a 
modest budget to support the activit ies 
of the Council. I am hopeful that the bill 
wi ll be passed. If you have suggestions 
of a qua lified person who might be 
cons idered for the position of execut ive 
director , please forward the ir 
curriculum vitae to me. 
Th is sess ion of the Gene ral Assemb ly 
ends June 30 . I shou ld have more time 
to devote to the Counci l's activ ities 
after that date . Will you please send me 
any events that are com ing up that you 
think the Counc il shou ld sponsor . I will 
try to attend as many events as my 
schedu le will permit. I will ca ll on 
members of the Counc il to represent 
me when necessary . I will apprec iate 
whatever amount of time you can 
contribute to such a program. 
I have asked Dr. Paul 0. Peterson , 
Director , Illinois Department of Public 
Health , Room 450 , 535 Wes t Jefferso n 
Street , Springfield, Illino is 62706 , to 
help me with Counc il matters until we 
obta in the services of an execut ive 
director . All quest ions or suggestions 
should be addressed to him. 
Thanks aga in for your willingness to 
serve on the Council. I'm exc ited about 
it as I know you are and as I hope the 
people of Illinois wi ll become. 

James R. Thompson 
Gov ernor 

Springf ield , IL 
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I. 

the racquetball surface 
solution 

Maintenance free Dynaturf is a Se'3 rn I ess 
synthetic elastomer sprayed in ~lac e

1 
and 

covered with a smooth urethanE1 se~ er. 
With twice the durability of wood, i 
Dynaturf for racquetball is available n a 
full range of colors and color 
combinations. 

Dynaturf for racquetball, 
the revolution begins now. 

The Dynaturf Compa ny, 
long recognized as the 

leader in tennis court surfac ing 
is proud to announce a major 

breakthrough in racquetball surfacing . 

For years , racquetball club owners have 
had to endure the problems of wood 
floors. Warping , rotting , sanding and 
refinishing are just a few of the major 
problems that can make a club 
owner's overhead skyrocket. 

For more information call us collect 
or write us today. 

A7 r 
The Company • sP:x tJ?- ~•Columbus , Ohio 43216 • Phone : 614-294-3776 
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·· The Best 

•. ·-

Of 
The 

Rest 
uc. ,,r·· IS 

The Best 1; \ 

Hogan reaches for a forehand as Bledsoe struggles to avoid the avoidable hind er m the championsh ip match 
It was the great est upset in the history of the Nationals. 



It was like Rocky winning. 
The mass ive underdog aga inst the 
huge favorite. Bookmakers would have 
taken th is mis-match off the board . 
Yankee fans would have hated it. 
Davey Bledsoe won the National 
Professional Champ ionships . 
Playing to the sold-out, frenz ied and 
screaming fans at the Atlas Health 
Club on June 11, 1977 Bledsoe put on 
a performance that will go down in 
history as the gutt iest, most daring , and 
thrilling execution of racquetball skills 
ever seen . 
Marty Hogan was the loser 21-20 , 
21-19. 
It's hard to describe what happened 
because nobody thought it was 
possible. Hogan , winner of each of the 
last nine tournaments he entered , had 
barely sweat going into the finals . He 
was at the top of his brutally powerful 
game. 
So what happened? 
Probably the easiest and most unfair 
explanation would be that Hogan 
choked . He had a 19-13 lead in the first 
and lost. He had a 7-0 advantage in the 
second and lost. His most potent 
weapon , the ace serve , scored only 
one point in the two games . 
Bledsoe on the other hand , played the 
finest match of his career . His game 
plan was sound, although risky . His 
mental attitude was excellent. He 
never folded to Hogan pressure and 
applied much of his own . It was Hogan 
who folded . 
" The big difference , " said Bledsoe , "is 
everybody said don 't match pow er 
with him . What was I supposed to do , 
change my entire gam e in the finals of 
the Nati ona ls? 
"I stayed with my game . I played 
power with him . I kept the pressure 
on. " 
That he did . When Hogan took a close 
first game at 13-all and raded to that 
19-13 lead , the fans , 90 per cent for 
Bledsoe moaned as the vaunted 
Hogan late-game attack had 
apparently geared up . Bledsoe was in 
trouble . 
Instead, Davey got tougher . He 
returned serve to the ceiling , but then 
he took that first offens ive opportunity , 
shooting from deep court or driving the 
ball cross court . 
"I had to play smart for me," said 
Bledsoe . "I took the first shot I thought I 
could make . I even forced it. " 

--

Hogan went 10 the floor more than anyone had ever seen . Here Bled soe helps h,m up 
after an in vain al/ empt at a diving got . 
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The emotion s of the Nation als were clearly evident as Hoga,:, is here consoled after his loss by 
Charlie Drake, the chief exec utive officer of Leach Industries, whic h sponsors 

both Hogan and Bledsoe . 
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As Bledsoe drew his bead on Hogan , 
Marty 's game wilted. All of a sudden his 
first serve wouldn 't go in. He lost the zip 
on his highly publicized 142 m.p.h. 
drives . All agreed that Davey 's power 
was equal to Marty 's on this day . It was 
a classic example of one player giving 
the other a taste of his own. 
The crowd , as vicious as they were 
rabid , cont inually screamed Bledsoe 
on with encouragement for Davey and 
sometimes belittlement of Marty . 
"I didn 't hear the crowd much ," said 
Bledsoe . 'The only time it bothered me 
was when they got on Marty . He's a fair 
and honest champion and didn't 
deserve the riding ." 
After Davey 's f irst game win, the crowd 
settled down , or actually Hogan settled 
them down , grabbing an immediate 7-0 
lead in the second . It was time for 
Bledsoe to fold . He didn 't. 
"I think he let up ," said Davey . "He 
figured he had me where he wanted 
me." 
But Bledsoe roared back to tie the 
game at 7-all, and then he made 
another run of his own taking a 13-8 
lead and forcing Hogan to put 
everything he had into the match. 
But how cou ld anybody get Hogan in 
such a position? 
"I tried to control the pace , " said 
Bledsoe . "When he made an error , I'd 
serve quick. When he made a good 
shot I'd take my time . I tried to alway s 
make him aware of my presence ." 
Another factor that made Hogan aware 
of Bledsoe 's presence was Davey 's 
fine shooting. Never had his forehand 
corner kills been better , his retr ieving 
quicker , nor his serves harder. 
Yet even when Bledsoe took a 20-15 
second game lead, there were those 
who though t Hogan would or could still 
win, he had mesmeri zed onlookers to 
that extent. 
The belief was nearly realized when 
Hogan crept back , picking up a point 
here and a point there , holding Davey 
and re-gaining the serve at 19-20 . 
Then the end came quick ly. 
Marty blew a forehand set up, missing 
a right corner pinch for side out. Davey 
immediately set to serve , a 
three -quarter speed Z to Hogan 's 



Hogan had it much easier in his sem i-final win over Wagner. Here Marty sets up off the back wall as Wagner waits for the inevitable . 

backhand . The serve was not too deep, 
and Hogan, as he has done hundreds 
of times this year stepped up to shoot 
the left corner. A 95 percenter . 
But the muscles were tense . The 
fluidity of the stroke gone. Hogan hit it 
in the dirt , barely five feet from his body, 
a massive skip which ended his 
frustration, 21-19 . 
The ensuing scene was drama . Both 
players released their tensions with 
tears. 
"I couldn 't believe it," said Davey . "I 
had to stop and think of what 
happened . I figured I'd cry like a 
baby ." 
In retrospect Hogan succumbed to the 
immense pressure put on him by all 
those , including himself , who expected 
him to win . At age 19 it was almost too 

, ... 

much to ask of anybody. His nine tour 
victories this season meant little to him 
if he didn't cap them with the National 
title . 
"I have a lot of sympathy for Marty ," 
said Bledsoe . "I'm not the number one 
player , still. He is. His record during 
the season showed it. In my eyes 
Hogan is still the best ." 
Quite a tribute from the man who just 
took Nationals from him. 
In the semi- finals Hogan met Richard 
Wagner, who had stopped fourth seed 
Craig McCoy in the quarters . It was 
Hogan 's brilliant play in this one that 
never allowed the match to become 
interesting, 21-12 , 21-10. 
To this point in the week Hogan ~ad 
been devastating . He was never in 
trouble , although sent to three games 

by amateur runner-up Stan Wright in 
an early round . Against Wagner , it was 
all Hogan . 
"I couldn 't do anything against him," 
said Rich. "I never got into the match. " 
Wagner , to his cred it, attempted to play 
his own game rather than fool around 
with antics , trying to upset Hogan . But 
Wagner 's game wasn 't good enough. 
Hogan powered well , kept Rich back 
and off balance and Rich was unable to 
generate a serious offensive threat. 
Hogan 's big win here and the 
comparative bottom bracket semi-fina l 
showed the contras t that led up to the 
finals. 
It was Bledsoe and Hilecher for the 
umpteenth time this season in the 
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Bledsoe and Hi leche r played their usual close mat ct, in the lower bracket semi's. 
Here Davey is on the run to track down a Hilecher pass right. 
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lower semi. Hilecher had ended 
Charlie Brumfield 's dream of a third title 
in a row in the quarters and now set his 
sites on the championship match . 
A Bledsoe-Hilecher battle is always 
that, as the two men have similar 
games and styles, making for 
interesting encounters. The victor is 
usually the player serving best and this 
time it was Bledsoe, although not by 
much . 
Scores of the match were 21-17, 
15-21, 11-6 . 
"I knew it would be tight with Jerry ," 
said Bledsoe . " We always play tight . I 
felt I would win the match, in fact I was 
never worried ." 
Well, he sure had all of us fooled. 
To Hi lecher 's credit, it had to be difficult 
to mentally be at a peak afte r his 
physically and emotionally draining 
experience against Brumfield, one 
which kept everybody in an advanced 
state of frenzy for over two hours . 
In fact, had the finals not been such a 
shocker, this would have been the best 
match of the tourn ament. 
It wa s a classic confrontation . 
Brumfield representing the old, 
antiquated control style of racquetball , 
Hilecher repre sent ing power and 
shooting ability . 
Add ed to that was the natur al rivalry of 
playing for diff erent manufacturers 
(Brumfield -Leac h ; Hilecher -Ek telon ) 
and of course , Brumfiel d's attempt to 
defe nd his title agains t seem ingly 
impo ssible odds. 
With both Leac h and Ekte lon based in 
San Diego, the ga llery was overflowing 
with fans who def initely had their 
favorite whi chever player it might be . 
The atmosphere was e lectric . 
It all flowed Brumfield's way in game 
one, a 21-10 win that look ed 
rem arkably easy . Charli e used some 
stalling tactics to keep Hilecher from 
generating any momentum, and the 
strategy work ed. Jerry's complaints 
were for naught , how ever, as all of 
Brum's mov es w ere well w ithin the 
rules. 
In the seco nd game, Hilecher ignored 
Brumfield's slow down and the two had 
a treme ndou s battle. Brumfield's 
inability to kill the ba ll consisten tly , led 



to good offensive opportunities for Brumfield takes the direc t course, despite Hilecher's body, as the ba ll drives down 
Hilecher. Charlie was missing the front the right wall . Their quarter-final match was a classic. 
right co rner , leavi ng the ball up, and --- ----~ 
Hilecher was covering the pinch and 
re-killing or passing left . 
Jerry built up a big lead and then held 
on 21-19, forcing the tie-breaker . 
Superb racquetball followed. the 
tie-breaker found the players trading 
points until Hilecher broke from the 
5-all deadlock to 6-5 and then 1 0-6 on a 
series of forehand kills and a 
down-the -line pass on the right. 
But Brumfield , the defending champ, 
battled back from the brink of 
extinction, gallant ly holding Hilecher 
four tim es at match point , while he 
slowly added points, 7-10, 8-10, 9-10. 
The momentum built to this awesome 
zenith. At 9-10 , the sing le best rally of 
the enti re tournament occured, with all 
in agreement later that the winner of 
this one rally would be the winner of the 
match . 
Both players were tired. Neither risked 
the kill and they each went to the floor 
three or four time s. Finally Hilecher 
capt ured a front court set up and with 
his forehand, killed the ball on a 
reverse pinch , left wall , front wal l to put 
the side out. 
That done , the 11th point was almost 
anti -climactic . It came on a perfect 
pass left by Hilecher , the litt le green 
ball virtua lly dying in the back left 
corner . Brumfie ld bolted tow ard it, but 
was only ab le to barely attempt to jab it 
into the back wall. It fell far short , 11-9 
for Hilecher . 
The other close quarter-final match 
was Wagner's win over Craig McCoy , 
still nursing his Newport Beach -injur ed 
left arm. So w ith the sce nt of atomic 
balm in the court, this re-p lay of 
Newport Beach 's semi -fina ls began . 
Wagner, who se biggest fau lt all year 
was his inabi lity ot get his first serve in , 
fina lly did so in this match. They battl ed 
close in the first game 3-5, 6-8, 8-all, 
10-9 unti l Wagner hit a streak to grab a 
15-1 o lead. But McCoy came back, to 
14-17 and then a break for Wagner 
occ urred . 
McCoy found himse lf with a perfec t 
off -the -back- wall set up at front court 
and he blasted a nea r-perfect ki ll with 
his forehand down -the- line. But the ball 
hit him in the foot, forcing a side out. 
Rich tallied thr ee and agai n McCoy 
came back. this time to 18-20 wh en he 

-' . 
a 
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Now it's Wagner's turn to set up off the back wall, which he does as McC oy peeks in 
from cen ter court in the quarters . 
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Strandemo was constantly on the run in his efforts to railroad the Hogan express . 
Here Strandydoes his best to retrieve a Hogan drive . 
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Acroba tic Keeley do es a chang e-o f-direction as 
he attempt s to avoid a Bleds oe boo mer in their 
quarter-final battle. 

skipped a backhand plum . Wagner 
ended the frustration with a forehand 
right corner . kill. 
Game two was v irtually the same with 
McCoy holding the slight advantage , 
taking the offensive opportunities and 
this time it was Wagner 's errors that led 
to victory . A key Wagner mis-hit at 16, 
an ace at 20 and another Wagner 
forehand error gave the second game 
to McCoy 21-18 . 
But Craig couldn 't mount the effort in 
the tie -breaker . Richard assumed an 
early 3-1 lead , built it to 7-3 and finally 
1 0-4 on a series of kills and passes for 
the 11-4 win. 
The Hogan -Steve Strandemo 
quarter-f inal match found Hogan at 
probably his best during the week. He 
seemed to score points at will against 
Steve , who while giv ing his best shot , 
could never mount a serious offens ive 
threat. 
Hogan on the other hand , was serving 
and shooting right out of the textbook 
taking off from 5-all in the first game to 
18-6 in fou r innings , de spite Strandy 
time outs at 13-6 and 17-6. It ended 
2 1-7. 
In game two Hogan started early, built 
an 11-5 lead and as he coasted , 
Strandemo rallied to clo se to within 
10-11 . But Marty, not to be stopped , 
promptly scored twice , Steve made 
one , and Marty ran out , tally ing match 
point on an ace (Z to the right ) for 
the match, 21-11. 
Bledsoe and Kee ley, like Brumfield and 
Hilecher had a match pitting the old 
(Keeley) versu s the new in game 
styles. Keeley had emerged by topping 
a surprising Bill Thurman (32 's vic tor 
over Steve Sero!) in the 16's and his 
reputation of always finding his way to 
the semi 's in the Nationals preceded 
him. 
But Bledsoe would have none of it, 
taking the match easily 21-13 , 21-7 in a 
devastating show of power over 
finesse . 
The round of 16 had only two 
outstanding matche s, Strandemo 's 
15-21 21-20 11-4 win over Jay Jon es 
and McCoy ·~ 12-21 , 21 -19, 11-7 
victory over John Lynch . 



Strandemo and Jones normally play a 
tough, methodical, percentage game, 
and they did so here, with Strandy 
showing the tenaciousness in the 
second game for which he is so well 
known . 
McCoy was in trouble aga inst Lynch , 
who was super hot in the first game , 
rolling everything . Craig came back for 
a big lead {18-6) in the second when 
Lynch asked referee Chuck Leve how 
many points McCoy had scored in the 
first game. 
The meaning was that Lynch would 
attempt to score at least the 13 
necessary to ensure the serve in the 
tie-breaker , but probably wouldn 't 
make a run at the game. 
Instead he didn 't stop at 13 but actually 
closed to 18-19 before McCoy went 
out, and in a good tie-breaker it was 
11-7 for Craig . 
The shocker of the round of 32 was 
Thurman's incredible win over Serot 
who ended his dismal season even 
worse . Steve just couldn 't kill the ball 
and a psyched up and renewed 
Thurman retrieved with the acrobatic 
lefty , finally taking the match 18-21 , 
21-20 , 11-4 . 

Strandemo flips a reverse backhand toward the front wall as Jones waits 
for the return In their round of 16 encounter . 

• 

' . .. 

Bill Thurman. a surprise winner over Serot in the 32·s goes gallopi ng after a Keeley dri ve in their round of 16 match. 
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John Lynch makes the desperation dive into the back wall in his 16's loss to McCoy . 
Note McCoy still has his eyes on the ball . 

.... • 

---,.-· 
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Hilecher winds up for the forehand back wall shot in his 16's victory over Ben Ko/tun. 

Nationals Men 's Pro 
Results : 

(Fir st Round ): S. Wright d Kasay 21-2 , 21-0, Schmi dtke d 
S,ew lenowsk,21-9, 18-21, 11-5 ,Fancherd . Gladner2t -8, 21- 18 . 
Lusk d. Capitanell 1 15-2 1, 2 1- 10, 11-2; Romano d. Drake 21-9 , 
21-17, Kelly d. Mondry 9·21, 2 1-13 , 11-10 , Wil1<us d. Bolan 21-4 , 
20-2 1, 11·3 : Alder son d. S trom 17-21, 21- 16, 11 ·6 : Kent d 
Hemph 11121 • 16, 21- 13 ; Fleetwood d. Durnoe 21-5 , 2 1 ·8 , Stalf ord 
d Schm itt 21-4, 21-5; Bowman d. Aus tin 21-6 , 21 · 16, Berber et d . 
Thomas 2 1- 13, 17-2 1, 11·3, Thurman d Jaworski 2 1-7, 21·8 , 
Had1kin d. Marcus 2 1-16, 21-12 ; lkier d . Sayes 21-17 , 21-7 ; 
Cha se d Hoonan 2 1· 10, 2 1·4, Burnay d. P. Wright, forf eit. 
(Sec ond Round) : Hogan d. S Wnght 18·2 1, 21-7 , 11-2; 
Schmidtke d. Fanche r 13-2 1, 2 1-20 , 11-4; Strandemo d. Lusk 
21- 13, 21-9 ,Jonesd : Romano21 ·9, 21·9, Wagnerd . Kelly21 · 15 . 
2 1-12; Morrow d. W il1<us 7-21 , 21-16 , 11- 10 : Lynch d. Alder son 
21· 18, 21-11 , McCoy d. Kent 2 1-15, 21- 19 ; Brumfie ld d 
Fleetwood 21- 15, 21-16, Sta lfo rd d. Rish 21-9, 21- 18, Kol tun d . 
Bowman 16·21 , 2 1- 15, 11•6 ; Hilecherd . Berberet 21· 11, 21-14 ; 
Thurman d. Sero ! 18-21, 21-20, 1 t -4. Keeley d Had,kin 21-8. 
21·9: Cha se d. lkier 11-21. 21·5 . 11·5, Bledsoe d Burnay 21-3 , 
2 1· 1 
(Th ird Round) : Hogan d Schm idtke 21-14 . 21-13; Strand emo d . 
Jones 15·2 1, 21-20 , 11•4 , Wagner d Morrow 21- 14, 21-17 , 
McCoy d Lynch 12-21, 21-19 , 11-7; Brumfield d. Stafford 21-9 , 
2 1 •7. H,lecher d Kollun 2 1-13 , 21-10, Kee ley d. Thurm an 2 1-7 , 
2 1-14; Bledsoe d. Chase 2 1-12, 21-11. 
(Quarter-finals) : Hogan d Strandemo 2 1-7, 21-11 ; Wagner d . 
McCoy21 · 18, 18·21, 11-4, Hilecher d Brumfie ld 10·2 1,21 · 19, 
11·9 : Bledsoe d. Keel ey 21- 13, 21•7 . 
(Seml -llna ls) : Hogan d . Wagner 21-12, 21-10 ; Bledsoe d 
H1lecher 21-17 , 15·2 1, 11 ·6 . 
(Champions hip) : Bledsoe d Hogan 21-20 . 2 1-19 . 



Bata Shoe Company was on hand as Steding 
and Fred Williams look over the 

model Peg wears. 

At the manufacturer's hosp itality area , Seamco 's 
Bob Coate (1.) pose s with McCoy (c.) and 
Drake at the Leach boo th. 

c:=, j 
HACOl 

At Seamco 's booth , Coate (r.) chats with (I. tor .) 
Art Orloski, Brumfield , Rick Isaacson 
and Kathy Williams. 
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Shannon Wright basks In the g ol the NatlonBI Champ ionship . To the victors belo 



• A New Queen 
Of The Hill 

It had to happen sooner of later, the 
end of the reign of Peggy Steding and 
the ascension of Shannon Wright to the 
top rung on the ladies professional 
ladder. 
Shannon assumed the title at the 1977 
National Championships with a 21-13 , 
21-10 win over Steding , the first 
national title that Peg has not won since 
her emergence into racquetball in 
1973 . 
Utilizing her superior speed and 
quickness, along with a powerful 
arsenal of shots, the 20-year-old San 
Diegan captured the championship 
rnatch without ever being in trouble . In 
fact Shannon was never in trouble 
during the entire tournament. 

• I 

"I was confident, very confident, " said 
Wright, who made the Nationals her 
fifth straight pro tour victory. "/ had to 
contend with the pressure of the 
Nationals, but I was sure I could 
handle it." 
Steding, whose valiant ettort en route 
to victory a year ago was still fresh in 
the minds of the San Diego fans, did 
not have the dr ive or crispness of shots 
that she showed a year ago . 
Actually healthier than in 1976 when a 
pinched nerve severly hampered her, 
Steding still couldn 't keep up with rapid 
rising Wright, no wonder with the 21 
year age difference . 

Look out Peggy / As Wright takes a forehand off 
the back wall , Steding moves in to receive it, 
without looking in the Women's Pro Finals . 

And gone too was the devastating 
overhead kills, the single shot that won 
Steding the title in '76. She connected 
on only two overheads during the 
match . 
"I wasn 't surprised she didn 't hit 
overheads, " said Shannon. "She knew 
that if she missed it at all I would roll it." 
Each game was like the other, with 
Shannon breaking out of early game 
tightness of score and building a big 
lead that became insurmountable as 
each game wore on . 
If the_ champ ionship wasn 't really a 
surprise , the semi-finalists sure were, 
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Green 's dream of the National title ended ,n this 
semi -final match against Sted /ng . Sarah here 

is forced to retrieve ,n deep right court . 

Bringing her game to a seaso n 's end p eak, 
Hard ing (r.) was impr essive reachi ng the semi 's. 
Wright 's control forc ed shots such as this, an 
into-the -back -wall and pray effort . 

with Steding facing Sarah Green, the 
1976 amateur national champ, and 
Wright going up against left Jennifer 
Harding . 
Green, seeded 11th , had upset third 
ranked Janell Mariott in the quarters 
18-21, 21-16, 11-10 , while Harding had 
surprised Kathy Williams 21-13, 21-20. 
"I couldn 't believe that Kathy and 
Janell both went out in the quarters ," 
said Wright. " I guess there 's a new 
generation coming. " 
Shannon 's match against Jennifer 
found the underdog fighting her heart 
out. Jenny 's game has come alive with 
more competition at home, and 
renewed determination on the tour. 
Her downfall was a garbage serve to 
the backhand side, a shot on which 
Wright continually earned weak 
returns . 
"I wasn't planning on using the 
garbage so much ," said Shannon. 
"But when my drives wouldn 't stay off 
the back wall I went to it and 
fortunately it worked ." 
After a well played , though not too 
close first game win 21-13, Harding 
came from far down to close to within 
16-18 in the second, but never could 
close the gap. 
"Jennifer has gotten a lot better ," said 
Shannon . "She 's in murh better shape 
and her shots are greatly improved ." 
In the bottom bracket , Steding again 
was giving away over 20 years against 
Green , the baby-faced Memphian who 
barely played half the circuit this 
season . And it wasn 't easy . 
Down 13-3 in the first game Steding 
went to a drive serve cross court to 
Sarah's forehand . A blistering and 
unusual serve, Green was handcuffed 
and the match began to turn around . 
Peggy totalled nine aces to come frorn 
behind and take the 21-16 initial 
contest. 
In game two the 21-14 final score Was 
closer than the actual game , with 
Steding taking a 7-all tie into a four to 
five point lead and holding it throughou t 
the match . 
Oh , those quarter-final matches! 
Nothing could be more thrilling than the 
11-10 battle between Green and 
Marriott. Each gal served three ti,:nes at 
match point 10-all, with Sarah finally 
accounting for the last point. 



As in her other losses, Marriott for 
some reason abandons her offensive 
game , plays a bit too safe and then 
seems to lose her stroke . Against the 
stiff tour competition , this will get you 
into deep trouble . 
Harding's win over Williams was not as 
big an upset, as Jennifer's increased 
prowess had been a known factor . But 
the Nationals, where experience 
counts, is where all knew Kathy was 
going to give her best shot. It had to be 
a disappointment to Williams , who 
never made it out of the sem i's all 
season . 
Wright handled Jan Campbell in the 
upper bracket quarter and the 21 -16 , 
21-13 scores show that Campbell has 
regained much of the form that found 
her among the top few just a couple of 
years ago. 
"I thought Campbell would be tough , " 
said Shannon. "She always plays me 
hard . She had nothing to lose and just 
came in and shot the ball ." 
That kind of pres sure made this one a 
real shooting gallery as Wright's 
new -found forte is also the offensive 
theory of play, i.e. , shoot anything . 
The fourth quarter-final encounter saw 
Steding totally dominate Rita Hoff, who 
fini shed her rooki e season ready to 
take on the best next year . However in 
this match Rita caught Peg on a good 
day , earlyinthetournamentand the 
result was 2 1-8 , 21-5. 
Only one round of 16 match went three 
games , Campbell's exciting three 
game victory over Sue Carow 14-21 , 
21-10, 11-4 in a battle of the eighth 
(C arow) and ninth seeds . 
Green had a surprisingly easy t ime 
against fifth seed Jean Sauser, whose 
heart was not in it. 
"It was a long season ," said Sa user . 
"I'm glad to be able to take some time 
off ." 
Regiona l winner s were more 
comfortable in the ama teurs, as Marci 
Greer stopped Northeast champ Dena 
Rassenti 21-18, 21-1 in the f irst round , 
and then was stopped herself by 
Marrio tt 4 and 5. Greer had won the 
Southwe st Regional. 
Martha Byrd, the Sou theast champ 
w as elimin ated by Hoff 19 and 17 in the 
seco nd round . 
Anoth er surpr ise early in the draw was 
Bette Weed 's win ove r Jan Pastern ak, 

Marr iott read ies a big forehand against Green in their superb quarter-final match 
wh ich went to 11-1 O in the tie-br eaker . 

---

;I 
// .. -- - - -

. . , h forehand kill ag ainst Williams in anoth er women ·s quarter-final battle Harding readie s ,or er • 
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who eventually won the Women 's 
Double~ title . Weed played probably 
her best match of the season 14-21 , 
21-17 , 11-1 to move on to the second 
round , and then out at the hands of 
Williams. 
The victory by Wr ight and second place 
by Steding made them the third and 
fourth leading money winners of the 
season behind Marty Hogan and 
Davey Bledsoe in the men's division. 
Desp ite the imbalance in prize money, 
only the top two men made more in 
prize money than did the top two ladies . 
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Jan Campbell , we ll on her wa y along the 
comebac k trail , sets up agai nst Wright in the 

quart er-final mat ch won by Shannon. 

Nationals Women's Pro 
Result s: 

(Fir s t Round ): Berneathy d. Knudsen 2 1-3, 21-11, Campbell d 
Oeschger 21-18, 2 1-5, Carow d. Segall 21-2, 2 1-2; Moored . 
McCa nhy 21- 18, 21-16 ; Weed d. Pasterna k 14-2 1, 21-17, 11-1 
Greer d. Marriott 21-18 , 2 1- 1, Green d. s,au 21-3, 21· 1: Byrd d 
Villa 2 1- 1, 21- 12:' oavi s d. Noguchi 21- 10, 2 1- 17, 
(Seco nd Round) : Wrigh t d . Berneathy 2 1-16, 2 1-4; Campbell o 
Carow 14-21, 21- 10, 11-4, Hard ingd . Moore2 1 ·6, 2 1-3 , William s 
d. Weed 2 1-19, 21-4; Ma rriott d Greer 2 1-4, 21-5, Gree no . 
Sau ser2 1- 18, 2 1-7, Hott d . Byrd 21-19, 2 1- 17; Steding d. Dav is 
21-6, 2 1-8, 
(Quart er-fin als): Wright d Campbell 21-16, 21•13; Harding a 
Wtlllams 2 1- t 3, 21-20, Green d. Marr iott 18-21, 2 1- 16, 11-10 , 
Steding d. Hoff 21-8, 2 1-5. 
(Semi-final s) : Wright d . Harding 2 1- 13, 21-16, Steding d. Gre e: 
21-16, 21- 14, 
(Champ ion ship) : Wright d. Steding 2 1- 13, 21-10. 



NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT . . . 
How can you say thank you enough to the great 
bunch of people at the Atlas Health Club, who did 
such a fantastic job on behalf of the Nationals 
and the players . .. Jerry Sandstrom, Lee 
Hinrichs, Kim Davidson and the entire crew were 
terrific .... the hardworking N.R.C. crew, 
including Jim Stotz, Woody Woodman, Dan 
Seaton, Jerry Monell and all the scores of 
referees did more than their share ... our 
congrads to Terry Fancher and his new 
bride-to-be, Kip Kendler, announced at the 
tourney .. . U.S.R.A./N.R .C. prez Bob Kendler 
and his lovely wife Evie were in attendance all 
week and took the opportunity to meet with 
sponsors and players as plans for next season 
continue .. . Seamco's Al Mackie, Bob Coate, Art 
Orloski, Rick Isaacson, and Dar Prouty made the 
tournament, .always asking players help to 
continually upgrade their products .. . Leach's 
Bud Leach, Charlie Drake, Ray Bayer and Bob 
Black were on hand, cheering on their players . 
Drake 's announcement at the banquet that 
Leach was to be sold to Colgate-Palmolive 
means big things in store for that firm .. . . Nice to 
see many of the eastern players making the long 
trek to San Diego ... A demonstration of the new 
Hawkeye electronic monitoring device was well 
received and should make a tremendous 
addition to tour play in the future, as well as every 
day action . .. Ben Koltun's $5,000 scholarship 
as best young tour player was a superb gesture 
by Seamco and Leach, a well deserved honor . . . 
Brumfield received a beautiful ring, again 
compliments of Seamco and Leach for his years 
as National Champion and all of the good will he 
did for racquetball as the number one player. We 
don't think Brum's playing career is over yet . . . It 
was a touch ing scene to see both men in tears 
attar the professional finals, - as emotional a 
match as any had ever seen . . . 1.M.G.'s David 
Armstrong and Stuart Rowlands took in their first 
Nationals, mak ing notes and offering 
suggestions for next season . Rowlands was able 
to introduce writer Nick Longhurst to Bob Kendler 

Dethroned champ Charlie Brumfield found 
his latest challenge that of televis ion 

color man with play -by-play 
announcer Fred Lewis . 

for a future article in Us magazine . .. Hearts tour 
was won by John Lynch, a hard fought win ... 
The weather didn't accommodate as well as last 
year, but nobody really complained, it actually 
saved many sunburns . . . Full galleries from the 
round of 32 on made this the best attended 
National tournament of all time . There wasn't a 
seat to be had all week . . . Fred Lewis did another 
year of excellent television commentary as again 
the key matches were sent into 28 states and 
over 500,000 homes the last three days of the 
tournament. The U.S.R.A. reports that video 
cassettes will be available soon . . . .. amazing the 
ability of the many teen-agers entering the 
amateur open . The skill levels continue to rise 
almost astronomically . . . George Brown of court 
club fame gave a nice party one night during the 
tourney, an impressive affair . .. The banquet, as 
usual, was well recieved and attended ... 
Hospitality during the week, compliments of 
Seamco, Leach, Champion, Bala and the Atlas 
was good and plenty . .. Fire marshalls forced a 
difficult refereeing angle on the championship 
court when they ruled the normal referee 's chair 
was blocking an exit. The tourney was on the 
heels of the major fire near Louisville and it was 
understandable that regulations were strictly 
enforced . It was inconvenient and awkward, 
however . .. Steding was upset prior to her 
champ ionship match when forced to change a 
shirt which read, "Oldie But Goodie " on the back. 
Apparently somebody in Shannon Wright's 
corner thought it was distracting .. . Hungry 
Hunt!=lr still has the best Italian salad dressing In 
San Diego . .. Excellent press coverage of the 
tournament, and hats off to San Diego Union's 
Linda Kozub for her diligent reporting . One day 
had three separate racquetball articles . . . The 
Atlas is still one of the most amenity rich clubs in 
the nation . . . Zuckerman 's win the am open 
makes it two years In a row for St. Louis , one of 
the nation 's leading developer s of young r.b. 
talent . . . The word is growth, growth, growth with 
no end in sight. 

All photos of the Nationals by Arthur Shay 

Not exactly Butch and the Kid, but the Wagners 
pose with pro Rich ard, wife Joan, and the 
Juniors National Champ of 1992, Richard Mark . 



• National Men Amateurs • 

Zuck, D.C., Souders Handle Ams 
The Men's Amateur Singles division of 
the National Championships is the 
bracket that annually sends its winner 
on to the pro tour. The last two winners 
Jay Jones (1975) and Ben Koltun 
(1976) are both solid fixtures in the 
professional ranks . 
Well, move over guys and make room 
for Mr. Jerry Zuckerman, the 
22-year-old St. Louis southpaw who 
already owns a professional forehand. 
Zuckerman outlasted the largest 
amateur draw in the history of 
racquetball national tournaments, 168 
strong, to capture the Men's Amateur 
Singles crown. 
His championship victury came over 
another lefty, San Diego's Stan Wright , 
who for the secol1d time in three years 
came out of the finals with the 
runner-up trophy (he was a loser to 
Jones in Las Vegas in '75). 
The scores were 21-10, 21-15, 
showing the strong play of Zuckerman, 
who retreated to the amateur ranks 
mid-way through the season from an 
aborted pro tour attempt. 
"I thought the way to get to the pros 
was to play against them ," said Zuck . 
"But by the middle of the season my 
confidence was shattered. I decided 
that learning how to win was the 
important thing." 
He learned the lesson well, capturing a 
number of amateur victories through 
February, March and April and a 
near-victory against pro Steve Keeley 
in Lombard convinced him he was 
ready to take on the multitude of 
numbers in the Nationals . 
"The sheer bulk of the tournament 
might have been a factor," said Jerry . 
"But with the tourney running eight 
days I wasn't concerned about 
stamina." 
The first game of the finals was an easy 
win, with Wright errors making things 
even easier. 
"I think he was more under pressure 
than I was," said Zuckerman. "He 
made some errors in the first game that 
you don't usually see." 
The game was close ear ly, but 
Zuckerman drew away mid-way 
through the game for the 21-10 score. 
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Game two had all the signs of a repeat, 
with Zuckerman again holding a 
substantial lead, 18-12. But Wright 
picked up, quit hitting the ball into the 
floor and blasted his way back to 15-18. 
Looking a lot looser, Wright reeled off 
his run of points, utilizing good serves, 
which had led his way to the finals all 
week. 
Zuckerman, however, cranked up his 
fine forehand, shooting into the corners 
and regained contol of the match. 
"My forehand is getting a reputation ," 
Jerry said. "Everybody knows I'll walk 
around my backhand to take any 
forehand I can . My opponents tend to 
change their game and shots to get me 
to hit a backhand. What usually 
happens is I get even easier shots 
because they're not comfortable. " 
In the semi-finals , Zuckerman met 
young Mike Yellen, whom he had 
beaten only a week earlier in another 
tournament. That time it was a 
blow-out, and Jerry appeared 
over-confident going in. 
The 21-19, 21-14 win for Zuckerman 
was a excellent battle, with Yellen 
playing the top notch ball that earned 
him the tournament's number one 
seed. 
··· 1 have a lot more respect for his game 
now, " said Zuck . 
In the bottom bracket Wright went up 
against another recent juniors gra<::l, 
Vancouver 's Lindsey Myers, whose 
wins over Eric Campbell and Randy 
Stafford had to make him the match 
favorite. 
But Stan was ready for Lindsey and his 
21-20, 21-5 victory was certainly 
impressive. 
In the quarter -finals a deserted top 
bracket (no-shows Pete Wright and 
Trey Sayes) helped Gary Mazaroff get 
that far, although he did have two nice 
wins over Gary Berberet and Joel 
Schienbaum along the way. 
But Mazaroff was no match for Yellen 
21-9, 21-15. 
Zuckerman ended Dave "D.C." 
Charlson 's bid for the title which barely 
eluded him last year in the second 
quarter-final match 21-9, 21-20. 
After the big first game win it was 18-8 
for Zuckerman before D.C. began 

getting his game together. He did it b\ 
running 10 straight, tying the game a 
18 and holding on. 
After two tries each at 20-20 
Zuckerman finally put the match awa\ 
with a perfect forehand left wall, from 
wall pinch kill. 
Wright's quarter-final opponent was 
upset minded Mike Maddocks who 
knocked off one of the pre-tournamern 
favorites Joe Wirkus in the fourth rounc 
9-21 , 21-20, 11-2; then did it to Steve 
Mondry 21-10, 17-21, 11-3 . 
But Stan let Gary know that his drearr 
was over, taking two quick games 21-9 
21-10 to move to the semi 's. 
In the bottom bracket, which most 
observers felt was the toughest , Myer : 
hard earned win over seventh seed 
Campbell 13-21, 21-2, 11-7 and his big 
win over number two Randy Stafford 
(18 and 15), made him a factor. 
Lindsey's opponent was Alan Kent , c 
San Diegan who came out of a bracke 
filled with regional winners . Kent 
stopped Cincinnati 's Clark Pittman, 
Mid-east regional champ 21-9, 21- 14 
in the 16's the usual San Diego 
welcome . 
Myers then took Kent 19 and 15 before 
his loss to Wright. 
Some top racquetball names were los 
throughout the maze of players . Mike 
Romano, Bill Thurman, Mike Luciw , 
Berberet, Gary Lusk , Campbell, 
Wirkus, Tom McKie, Gil Schmitt and 
Johnny Hennon never made the top 
16. 
"The tournament was easier than I 
thought it would be, " said Victor 
Zuckerman . "I don 't know what 
happened to some of those guys .·· 
As we 've seen , you never know whc 
will happen at the Nationals . 
Playing even better than a year ago . 
the San Diego team of Dave Charl so, 
and Roger Souders devastated the 
Amateur Open Doubles fi_eld to ~aptur 
their second straight nat ional title. 
Destroying the highly touted Texas 
tandem of Tom McKie and Eric 
Campbell in the fina ls, Charlson / 
Souders did not lose a game enrout e 
their victory. 
The championship match was 21-1 C: 
21-6 . 



"We concentrated more this year , " 
said Charlson . "I think we were more 
fired up to win it a second time." 
D.C. and Roger used the famous serve 
and shoot style of play that is becoming 
far more common in top notch 
racquetball circles. 
"We played more control last year and 
had a tough time winning the 
tournament,., said D.C. "This year we 
decided to take that first opportunity. " 
Souders, who plays one tournament a 
year , the Nationals, performed 
brilliantly on the right, with D.C. 
shooting his left-handed pinch shots 
into the left corner on his side . 
McKie/Campbell, probably not used to 
the rapid-fire pace of the San Diegans 
never really got into the match. 
Although they too are lefty-righty 
(McKie on the left), Charlson /Souders 
were able to control front court the 
entire match . 
"Up front is where doubles is won ," 
said Charlson . "And we never allowed 
them up front. " 
D.C. was super with re-kills on the left, 
and Souders was just as good picking 
up everything on the right. Charlson 
served especially well, a hard drive to 
Campbell 's forehand that resulted in 
many weak returns. 
The effect was a red hot beginning to 
both games that gave Charlson / 
Souders big leads which they never 
relinquished . 
The semi -finals found Souders / 
Charlson against long time neme sis 
Dr. Bud Muehleisen with his 
pick-a-partner, former national doubles 
champ Mike Luciw. 
But Dr. Bud, with age catch ing him , and 
Luciw, with an extra 25 pounds 
dragging him, did not have the 
necessary quickness to stay with the 
champs. 
The scores were 21-14, 21-6 in a 
perfect display of the best of 
racquetball double s. Muehleisen 's 
offensive shooting in the left corn er, on 
which the team rode to the semi 's was 
non-existent as Charlson's threat ened 
re-kills kept Bud from taking his favorit e 
shot. 

Jerry Zuckerman , who made it through the mammoth Amateur Open Singles tournament , 
flashes the winning smile as Stan Wright, the runner-up , contemplates his loss . 

"Bud wouldn 't shoot the left corner ," 
said D.C., "so Roger had only to cover 
the cross court drive and pinch . He 's 
so quick they couldn 't move us out of 
the front ." 
In the lower bracket semi-final , 
McKie /Campbell dropped Jim Pool and 
Gary Lusk another Southern 
Californi a duo with a big reputation , 
21-16, 21-15. 
Pool and Lusk were not on their usual 
game and McKie/Campbell took 
advantage to captur e the victory . 
The best match of the week in this 
bracket was the Muehleisen /Luciw 
quarter-f inal win over Al Portun e and 
Gene Gibbs , 21-18, 14-21 , 11-7. 
Other quarter-final results foun d 
Charl son/Soud ers easy winners over 
Ken Garrigo s and Paul Darnel l 21-11, 
21-11. Althou gh the scores may sound 
distant, the 22 total points was the mos t 
tallied again st the champs all week. · 
Poo l/Lusk stopp ed a young Houston 
team Jeff Kwartler and Mark Malowitz 
in their quarter 21-20, 21-15, and 
McK ie/Campb ell handled another San 
Diego tandem Larry Handley and Jim 
Doyl e 21-15, 21-11. 

Nationals Men 's Open Slngles 
Rosult s : 

(Fi rs t Round) : Wtlhams d. Dorosh 21- 15, 21-3 ; Tho mpson d 
Wendel, forfeit; Kingston d Georges 21·2, 2 1·10; Davidson d. 
Moreno 2 1•7, 2 1·5 :Alfarod . Sword21 ·9, 18·21 , 11•5: D. Smilhd . 
Korporoa l 21 ·2, 2 1 · 11; J . Tran i d. Alpert 2 1-11, 2 1 · 13; Factor d . 
Ruben 18·21 , 21-11 . 11•7, Loth d. Humphrey 2 1-3, 21·18 ; 
Dav idson d. Lou 2 1·3, 21-18, Atkins d Hickey 2 1· 10, 2 1 ·5 , F1luk 
d. Lopnl e, forfe11: Holland d. Barl<oy 19·2 1, 2 1-10, 11 •9; Fonseca 
d. Juare z 2 1•14, 2 1-8: McGovern d. Goodman 21·2, 2 1-14; 
Sokaniwa d . Lynn 20-2 1, 2 1-14, 11·5: Harper d Hartnen 21·8, 
21 ·9: Floyd d. Tasho, forfOII: Rozon1os d. Rogers, forfe it: Boouio 
d. Schne ider 20·21, 2 1-7, 11-7; Lovin d. Krau ser 12·21, 2 1•7, 
11-7; Gory Kelly d. Ranta 2 1-14, 2 1•6; Morra d. Leber , forfeil ; 
Hoonond . B1ble21·5, 21 · 13; Price Thomosd . Logan bach 21 ·15. 
17-2 1, 11·6 : Gibbs d Ship ley 2 1·3. 2 1-10, Wasserto ll d . 
Matthews 12·2 1. 21·1 1, I 1-1, Scoll d . Shetzer 14•21, 21-1 I , 
11·5, Gnszd . Burnell 20·2 1 21-6, 11 •5; Rodfo rd d. Hea1n 2 1 ·1•1, 
2 1•14; Schmill d . Kaak1mako 21· 13, 18·2 1, 11•5; Meza d 
Healhoring lon 21-17 , 21· 10; Knox d . Cha s! 21-19 , 2 1-10 , 
Sremlonowskld. M. Saye s2 1-17, 20·21, 11-4: Zepeda d Cha se, 
forfoll , Holland d Townsond ,2 1-7, 2 1-1; Bush d. Myers 21-19 , 
17-2 1, 11·8: Schm1d1ko d. Karas, forfo11 
(Second Round ): Yellen d Williams 2 1· 17, 2 1·9, Thompson d. 
Yoneyama 2 1·3, 20·2 1, 11·0, Cap 1lano llo d. Ochu o 2 1·2, 2 1·6: 
Gurnoo d. Krngs1on 21 ·5 , 19·2 1, 11-4, C Davidson d T. $ayes , 
forfoll : Kwortlo r d. Rivel 2 1•7, 2 1· 16; Sno ., d Diamo nd 2 1-10, 
2 1-15: Romano d. Alfaro 2 1· 13, 2 1•4: D. Smith d. P. Wnghl, 
forfo11; Molow1lL d. Lankford 2 1·8, 2 1· 11, Schomlloum d Dem 
2 1•17,2 1· 16.J . Trenld Owen2 1-20, 16·2 1, 11•7,Aldersond 
Factor 2 1-14, 2 1·8, M02 aroll d . Go luo,e 2 1·8, 2 1· 13 , Pool d 
Kopulos 2 1-13, 2 1-10, Borbo rol d Lolh 2 1·3, 2 1-8; Jorry 
Zuckorman d, B Smith 2 1-18, 2 1·9, Cohn D Gamgos 2 1•17, 
10·2 1, 11·9, J , Davidson d. CrOllbo 2 1-10, 2 1-14; Th urmond 
Al<ITTS 2 1·3, 2 1·2: 0. n ,omos d F1lu1< 2 1 ·9, 2 1· 12, Wo.ghtman d 
Borns1oon 2 1·10, 17·2 1, 11·2. Wickham d Jo ,, orsk12 1·2, 21•4 , 
Luc,wd . Holland 21 •7, 15·2 1, 11·8, Fleorv.OOdd FonSOC.l 2 1 ·6. 
2 1-3 Stevens d Pasche 2 1·2, 2 1•5; Ball d Kobalke, forfo11, 
Mordus d. McGovern 2 1· 15, 2 1·8. Ponune d Sol.on," •:, 2 1·9 , 
2 1•7, Jon zuc,e,man d Oziod,oc 2 1· 10, 2 1·1•>, Harper d 
McK1nnoy 2 1•7, 21 · 15, Charlson d Wozn,a, 2 1·3, 2 1-0: Wukus 
d. Ffoyd2 1•7, 2 1-3,Rozon iosd Stoc1<mnn 2 1-1, 2 1 ·9 .Moddoc ~s 
d. Peck 2 1-13, 2 1-12, Deu s1ord Bea1t1e 2 1 ·3, 21- 10 ; Mondry d. 
Levin2 1 · 10, 2 1 ·3 : S Dav1dson d Bortolucc12 1- 17, 2 1 ·9, Wh1pplo 
d. GaryKe !ly 2 1•14, 2 1 · 18; $ w ,,gntd Moir ~21·13 , 2 1 · 1, Boo l d 
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Sorg enIams 20-2 1; 2 1-16, 11-6; Al<eo d. Ellerge 21-4, 21-4 ; 
Sl eppd . Hoonan 2 1-13. 21-6; Darnell d . P. Thoma s 21-15, 2 1-9; 
Boland . Groves , lorle11; Hemphi ll d. Bowman 21- 11, 21-12; Lusk 
d. Gibb s 2 1-9. 21- 15. Kenl d. Wasse rte1I 2 1-14, 2 1-6; Hawkin s d. 
Terrance 21-2. 21-9; Corbett d . Scon 2 1- 19. 2 1- 13; McK1e d. 
Grosz 2 1-11. 15-2 1. 11-9; P1nmand . Radlo rd21 -5, 21-10 ; Schm1tt 
d. Doyle 21-13 , 11-21. 11-10; Weedd Dunlap , lor1ei1. Hennen d. 
Meza 21 -5, 21 -14, S. Tronl d . Knox 21-4 , 21- 11; Campbell d . 
Wroclaw sky 21-2. 21-6; S1emlenowsk1 d L. Sm1Ih 2 1-11. 2 1-10 ; 
Myers d. Zepeda 2 1 ·9. 2 1-4, Sull1 d Holland 21-6. 21-7 ; Bush d 
Ramir ez 2 1-4, 2 1-8; S1oddard d w. Kelly 21 -9, 2 1-8 , SIaflord d. 
Schm1dlko 2 1·2 , 2 1-9. 
(Third Round) : Yellen d. Thompson , lole11; Capolanellr d . Gumoe 
21 -15, 21 -6; Kwa nler d. C Davidson 21-4, 2 1-16; Romano d. 
Snow 21- 18, 21-20 , Mal0w1tz d . D. Sm,lh 2 1-18, 21-11 , 
Sche1nbaum d. J. Trenl 21-19. 21- 17. Mazarolf d. Alderson 9-2 1. 
21-7 , 11-10 ; Berberel d . Pool 21-j, 21-10 ; Jerry Zuckerman d. 
Cohn 21 -17. 21- 15; Thurman d. J . Davidson 21-6 , 21-16 ; 
W eightman d. D Thomas 13-21, 21-9 . 11-4; LUCl'N d. Wockham 
21-11 , 21-20 : Fleetwoodd S1evens21 · 11, 21 -15. Marcu sd . Ball. 
forle 11. Portune d. Jon Zuckerman 21-7 , 21- 10, Char lson d 
Harper21 ·8. 21-18 . W1r1<us d Rezentes21 -1, 21-8 ;Maddocks d 
Dous1er 21- 17. 21-11; Mondryd S. Davidson 21-3, 21-11. 
Whipple d Gordon Kelly 19-21. 21- 1• . 11-10 , s. Wrighld . Beal , 
lor1811; S1epp d. Akeo21 · 16. 21-3 ; Boland . Darnell 18-21 . 21 -20 . 
11-5; Lusk d. Hemph11121-8, 21-14 ; Ken1 d. Hawkins 21-7 , 21-8 ; 
Mc Kie d. Corbett 21-8, 2 1-8; Pittman d. Schm 11t, lorteu. Honnen d. 
Weed 21-8, 21-4, Campbell d . S. Trenl 2 1- 18, 2 1-9; Myers d. 
S1emienowsk1 21-6, 21-10; Sul h d. Bush 21- 18, 17-2 1, 11-5; 
S1aflord d. S1odda1d 2 1-8,,19 -21 . 11-0. 
(Fourth Round ): Yellen d. Cap11anell1 21-6 , 21- 11; Kwartler d. 
Roman o 21- 14, 20-2 1. 11-9. Sche1nbaum d. Malow,tz 21-19 . 
21 · 15 ; Mazarolf d. Berberel 21- 19, 10-21 , 11- 10; Jerry 
Zucke,man d. Thurman 21 · 12. 21-3 , WeIghIman d. Luc1w 2 1-9, 
19-21 . 11-6. FloelwOOd d. Marcus 21· 16, 2 1-5; Charlson d . 
Ponune 21-15 . 2 1- 14, Maddocks d. W1rl<us 9-21. 21-20, 11-2, 
Mondryd . Wh1pplo21 -17. 21- 10 ; s. W11ghld . Slepp21 -17, 14-2 1. 
11-6. Boland . Lusk 21-10 . 21-17, Kent d. McK1e 21-7, 18-21 , 
11-3; P1Itman d. Hennen 2 1-17, 8-21 . 11-9; Myers d. Campbell 
13-21 , 21-2 . 11-7; Stafford d. Sui. 21-8, 21- 18. 
(Fi flh Round) : Yellen d Kwartle r 21- 14, 21-8, Mazar ofl d. 
Scheonbaum 21-17 , 21-18, Jerry Zuckerman d. Wo lgh1man 
2 1-14 , 15-2 1, 11-0; Charlson d. Fleetwood 2 1-9. 21-20; 
Madd ocks d. Mondry 2 1-1 o. 17-21. 11-3; S W11ghl d . Bolan 
21- 15, 21- 15. Ken1 d. Pinman 21 ·9, 21- 14, Myers d. Slalford 
21-18, 2 1- 15. 
(Ouorter -flnal a): Yellen d. Maza,olf 2 1-9, 21- 15; Jerry 
Zucker man d. Charlson 2 1-9. 21-20; S. Wroghl d. Maddock s 2 1 ·9. 
2 1- 10 ; Mye rs d. KenI 2 1-19, 2 1- 15. 
(Semi -final s): Zucke,man d. Yellen 2 1- 19. 2 1-14; Wrlghl d . 
Myers 21 -20 , 2 1-5 
(Champion ship) : Zucke1man d . Wr1ghl 2 1- 10, 21-15 (Third) : 
Yellen d. Myers 9-21 , 2 1-20 . 11-0 

I .. 

----

Nationals Men's Open Doubles 
Results: 

(F irst Round) : Marro s/Alvarez d. Olrver/Hams 21-14 , 2 1- 15; 
Weaver /Loveday d Schhebe/Glander 19-2 1. 2 1-4, 11•9; 
Juarez/Snow d. Lanklo1d/Harn ett 2 1-4, 21-17; Le1be1-Resvall d 
Karra s/Maccair one 21-6. 17-21. 11-4. Eng lish/Onega d 
G1bson /Lo1h 13-2 1. 21-15 . 11-4; Peci</Mazarolf d 
Shetze1/Crabbe 2 1-5, 21-1 . K1ngs1on/HeaIh d LIiy/Miiier 21- 16. 
21- 15; Beckma n/Ol son d. Re1d/Mat1hews 21-8 , 21-12 , 
Tnpp/Slevenson d McGo vern/Wende l 21-13, 21-4 
(Second Round ): ChM son/Sou ders d Au s1on/Z1emer 21-6 . 
21-7 . Bowm an/S1oddard d Marro s/Alvarez 21 · 18, 21· 10, 
Gamgos/Damell d . Wh ipple S1em.,nowsk1 2 1- 19, 21-20 ; 
We1gh1man/Mecke l d. Weaver/Loveday 21- 11. 21-20 ; 
Portun e/Gibb s d. Juarez/Snow 21-8, 21-7. BertoluccVDem d 
Leibe1-Rosvall 21-13 . 11-21, 11-8 ; Begert/Heathenngton a 
Duda/Go leuko 14-21 . 21- 14, 11-9. Mueh le1sen/Luc1w d 
Akeo/Kobalko 21-5 . 21-5; Poo l/Lusk d. McK1nney/Kopulos 2 1-8. 
21-5 , English/Ortega d Haw'<ins/Barl<ey 20-21 , 21- 19. 11- 10. 
Peck/Ma2a,ofl o . Radlo,d/Ruben 21-9 , 21-19 ; Kwartle1/Malow1tz 
d. K1ngsIon/Hea1h 21-9. 18-21 . 11-4 , Handley /Doyle d. 
Meckman/O lson 21 -7, 2 1-20. Sull~Deusler d . Lau/Kaak1maka 
2 1- 17, 21-17, T11pp/Stevenson d. Sakaniwa/Huistendahl 21-19 . 
10-2 1, 11-3; McK1e/Campbell d . Gnsz/Go ,ge s 2 1-8. 21-6 . 
(Third Round) : Charlson/Souders d. Bowman /Sloddard 21-2 . 
21- 10; Carngos/Darnell d Weighlman/Mecke l 21- 19. 21-12, 
Portune/Gibbs d. Berto lucc~Dem 21- 14. 21 • 7. Muehle1son/Lu c1w 
d. Begert/Healhedngton 21 -2. 21-13 ; Pool/Lusk d 
Englrsh/Onega 21-11 . 21-1 1; Kwan ler/Malow 11Z o. 
Pee Mazaroll 18-21.21 · 11, 11-7. Hand ley/Doyled 
Sulb/Do1 ;ter 21- 15, 21- 17; McK 1e/Campbell d . Tnpp/Slevenson 
2 1-9. 21 -8. 
(Quarter -finals) · Chanson/Souders d. Gam gos/ Damell 21-11 , 
2 1-11; Muehlo1sen/Luc1w d. Portune / Gibbs 2 1- 18. 14-2 1, 11-7, 
PooVLusk d. Kwartler /Ma lowitz 21-20 , 21- 15; McK1e/Campbe ll d. 
Handley /Doyle 21- 15, 21- 11. 
(Semi-finals) : Cha!l son/Souders d Muehle1sen/Luc1w 2 1- 14, 
2 1-6; McK1e/Campbcll d PooVLusk 21-16 . 2 1- 15. 
(Championship) : Chan son/Souders d. McK ,e/Campbe ll 21-10 . 
2 1-6. (Third ): Muehlo 1son/Luc1w d. Pool/Lu sk 2 1- 14, 2 1-11 

Men 's Open Double s semi-final act ion finds 
D. C. Charlson, of the event ual winners, chas ing 

down a Bud Mueh leisen (r.) drive, as Mike 
Luc iw (forecourt) and Rog er Souders 

hold their po sition. 

Walton 
Takes 
Singles; 
The largest entry in the history of 
women 's racquetball turned out in San 
Diego for the Women 's Amateur 
singles event. The draw was 
highlighted by a number of pro tour 
regulars who had not amassed enough 
prize money to make them ineligible for 
the ams . 
So in a draw highlighted by Rita Hoff, 
Martha Byrd , Camille McCarthy and 
Bette Weed , the championship match 
found none of them playing. Instead it 
was fast-rising Karen Walton, San 
Clemente , Californ ia against little Pat 
Schmidt , Milwaukee. 
If Walton 's devastating blitz through 
the bottom bracket was the big story (it 
was) Schmidt's struggle through the 
top was at least as exciting and then 
some. In each of her five matches (after 
a first round bye). Schmidt , seeded 
fourth , was forced to a tie-breaker . 
"I can recall playing only one other 
tie-breaker in my life," said Pat. " I 
seemed to play well in them. " 
To say the least. She started with a 
second round win over a tough Patti 
Berneathy , one of San Diego's best 
21-11, 16-21, 11-4andthenmovedon 
to a quarter-final victory over 
southwest regional champ Marci Greer 
21-5, 20-21 , 11-6 . 
"Marci was two different people in that 
one, " said Schm idt. "After the easy first 
game win, I didn 't expect her to be so 
hard in the second . But she really 
hustled. " 
The semi-finals found her against 
hard-hitting Hoff , the St. Louis lass who 
was the top seed . 
" I don't like to watch the other girls 
play ," said Pat , "so I'd never seen Rita. 
But I know she 's done well both in 
amateur and professional , so I was 
worried. " 
Fortunately for Pat , Rita was playing 
both pro and am, and the extra match 
per day could have been Hoff's 
undoing . After winning the first 21-15 , 
Rita could not duplicate the effort, 
falling by the same score in the second 
and never getting into the tie-breaker 
11-3 . 



• National Women Amateurs • 

Pasternak/Siau Doubles 
In Ladies Amateurs 
"Rita's power didn 't bother me," said 
Pat, herself a hard hitter . "My serves 
were going in well in the second and I 
got a lot of weak returns. " 
On the other side of the draw Walton 
was tearing up the tournament , with 
people having difficulty scor ing double 
figures against her . 
Her semi -final match against Byrd was 
21-5, 21-13 a dismal encounter for the 
semi 's. But Walton has been doing that 
lately, and should be a solid addition to 
next year 's pro tour . 
The quarter -final Walton /McCarthy 
match wa s 21-8, 21-18 , as Camille 
finished a disappointing season , giving 
the second game one last gasp . 
In the finals Schm idt kept to he r usual 
pattern of making it go th ree , by takin g 
the first game 21 -20, Walton 's first loss 
of the tournament. 
But Karen didn 't panic , in fact she came 
back even better, grabbing a 21-14 
second game win after being down 
11-2 . 
"I'm not sure wh at happ ened," sa id 
Schmidt. " I think she pa ssed me we ll, 
she was hittin g her shots, and I may 
have let up a littl e." 
Using driv e se rves to both sides , 
Walton scored some aces and a lot of 
weak returns in the last game and a 
half . Her exce llent backhand, which 
over shadow s her for ehand , made 
thing s even tougher. 
" I got frustrated , " said Schmidt. 
The tie -breaker was all Walton , 11-2. 
She cut off Pat's passes, maintained 
center court and never let the 
Milw aukee native get going . 
In oth er quarter-final action , Byrd 
stopp ed Donna Noguchi, who had an 
impr ess ive but diffi cult 16's w in over 
Dena Rasse nti (11-9 in the tie-break er) 
21-11, 2 1-8 ; and Hoff had no trouble 
with Alicia Moor e up top 21 -7, 21-16. 
In another of those matches wh ere 
singles foes are pitted in doubl es, the 
Wom en's Doubl es final match found 

San Diego 's Bette Weed against 
Houston 's Jan Pasternak . Ear lier in the 
week it was Weed who upset 
Pastern ak in the Women 's pro division 
in the first round. 
But each player had help , - Weed from 
fellow San Diegan Patti Berneathy and 
Pastern ak from Linda Siau, Rive rside , 
Cal. Linda , who has played 
compet itively against Weed/Berne athy 
with four different partners, could feel 
the pressure of a Nat ional 
Championship match . 
"I really wanted to win , not for mys elf 
so much ," she sa id , "but for Jan . She 
was pl aying terrific , and I felt hold ing 
me up ." 
Nobody had to hold little Linda up in the 
first , as the diminut ive right side player 
held herself up, shoot ing well and 
blending perfectly wi th Paste rnak's 
court coverage and back wall shoot ing 
for a 21-10 win. 
But the tables were rev eresed in the 
seco nd game. 
"I got a little tight ," admitte d Linda, 
"and I be g an skipp ing the ball . Jan 
was sup er, she never got on me, jus t 
told me to ke~p taking my shots." 
She did and the result was a 2 1-9 
sec ond game victory for 
Weed/Berneathy . 
It wasn't all that simp le, however . Bette 
and Patti are a fine doubl es tea m, they 
know eac h other and rarely make 
doubles errors. Th ey were playing well, 
and proba bly we re the favor ites goi ng 
into the tie-breaker. 
T he third was close ea rly w ith many 
ties culminating at 5-all , before a back 
wall crack gav e Pastern ak/Siau point 
six and a huge psyc hologica l boost. 
''That was the turn ing p oint," said 
Pasternak. 
They ro lled to 10-5 and then 
Weed/Berneathy held tight , four times, 
but were unable to dent the scoreboard 

with more than one point. Finally, on 
their fifth try , Pasternak /Siau took the 
title , 11-6. 
An unusua l victory occ ured in the top of 
the sem i-fina ls, wi th Judy Clemens and 
Kar in Walto n forfe iting to 
Pasternak /Siau . Wa lton , intent on 
capturi ng the prest igous Women 's 
Amateur Open title, dec ided two 
matches in one day wou ld be too 
grueling on her . 
" I'd sure hate to hav e my pa rtner do 
that to me ," said Siau . " When I enter a 
tournam ent, I stick it out to the bitt er 
end ." 
There was a match in the bottom 
bracket , a super one at tha t. 
Weed /Bernea thy topped Ruth 
Knud son and Camill e McCarthy 21-20 , 
21-17 in a battle that could have gone 
either way. 
Ruth , a marriage and baby later, was 
play ing possib ly her bes t ball in ove r 
two years , when she won the National 
Amateur title. But Bette and Patti we re 
able to hang in for the w in. 
Only one of the quarter-final matches 
went three , Knudso n/McCart hy tak ing 
on Kathy Pool and Pat Spencer 20-2 1, 
21-19, 11-1. Pool, an excellen t player, 
was a surprising non-en try in the 
sing les div ision . 
Oth er quarter results found Paste r-
nak/Siau stoppi ng Salazar/Mor ris 12 
and 15; C lemens/Walton defea ting 
Seave llo/Vi lla 10 and 17; and 
Weed/Berneathy erasing 
Stewa rt/Ks iazek 6 and 9. 
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Women 's Amateur Open 
Reoutta : 
(F 1ra1 Round) : Carey d. Goodman 21·5 , 21-6 ; Koppel d . Soon 
2 1- 18. 2 1-15; Segal l d Ksrazer 21-8 , 2 1-7; Davis d. Seave llo 
2 1· 16, 14•21. 11•4; Sprou l d Kendler 2 1·6. 21·20 ; Overcas t d. 
Soll , forfe it , Bom eathy d . Bishop 2 1· 1, 2 1-7; McGo wan d . 
Hollman 2 1•4, 18·21 . 11·5, Murphy d . Dalton 21·5, 21· 13; 
Tho no n d. Van Veen 2 1·3, 2 1 · 13; Weed d W,l~ams 21· 1, 2 1 ·0, 
V illa d. Stewan 21·5, 21-7; Oeschger d . Moms 21•7, 21-8 ; 
Ma cI ntyre d . Helms , lorfe1I, Arms trong d Hogan 21 ·9 , 21 •4 , 
Vukan d . Lewis . forfeit ; Hunt d. Montalbano 21-19, 21 ·8 
(Second Round) : Hott d. Lankford 21·2 , 21-0, Carey d. Koppel 
2 1•17. 8 ·2 1. 11- 10 : Ackerman d. Sega ll 21 · 16. 21·9 , Moored . 
Davls2 1 ·1 1. 14-21 . 11•2: Greerd . Sp roul21 -4, 21•4: Clemen sd . 
Ov ercas1 2 1·6, 2 1·4: Bernea thy d . McGowan 21-10 . 2 1• 14, 
Sch midt d . Murphy 21 · 1 I , f6 •2 1, 11-4; McCann y d . ThOrnton 
21 ·6. 2 1-6 ; Weed d Bar1<er 21•17, 21·6: Salazar d. Villa 21•14, 
21· 15; Walton d Oeschger 21·7, 21 ·6, Rassent r d. MacInty re 
2 1·2 , 21-1; Noguch i d. Arm strong 21-8, 21-10 , Hunt d. Vuk an 
2 1·5, 2 1·8 : Byrd d . Moughan 21·3. 2 1-6. 
(Third Round) : Holl d Carey 21·8, 2 1· 10; Moored . Acke rman 
2 1·20, 21•8; Greerd , Clemen s, 21·9, 2 1-· 1, Schm 1dI d 
Bem eathy 21- 14, 12-2 1. 11-6; McCa nhy d. Weed 21- 14, 21 · 16, 
Walto n d . Salazar 2 1 ·1 1, 2 1·3 , Noguch i d Rassenti 18·2 1, 2 1 ·5, 
11-9; Byrd d. Hunt 2 1·2, 2 1-7. 
(Ouarter•llnal a) : Holl d Moo re 21•7, 2 1· 16; Schmidt d. Greer 
21 ·5. 20-21, 11-6; Walto n d McCanhy 21·8 . 21 · 18; Byrd d. 
Noguchi 21- 11. 21·8 . 
(Seml-flnal1) : Schm 1dt d Holl 15·21, 2 1• 15, 11 •3; Walton d. Byrd 
2 1·5, 21 · 13. 
(Championsh ip): Walton d . Schm idt 20·21 , 21-14, 11·2 . 
(Third ): Holl d. Byrd. torten . 

Women's Amateur Doubl es 
Reoults : 

(Preliminary Round) : Seave lloN ,lla d. Morris/Lewi s 21 ·6. 21-4; 
Poo VSpencer d. Sykes/Mclaughlin 21-7, 2 1 ·8 . 
(Ouarter •final 1) : Pasternak/S,au d . Salazar /Moms 2 1 · 12, 
2 1· 15; Clemens/Walton d. Soavello-V, lla 21-10 , 21-17 ; 
McGovern /McCanhy d PooVSponcer 20·21, 2 1· 19, 11· 1, 
W eed/Berneathy d. Stewan /Ksi azek 21·6 . 21-9 . 
(Semi-finals) : Pasternak/S ,au d. Clemens/Walton . forfe it . 
Weed/Be rneathy d . McGovern/McCanhy 21 ·2 . 21 • 17. 
(Champ ionship) : Pastema k/Srau d . Weed/Bernoathy 21·10 , 
9 ·2 1. 11-6. (Third) : McGovern/ McCanhy d. Clemons/Walton , 
forf e it. 
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• National Seniors 

Seniors Double Dip 
Jim Austin, the lanky Houston, Texas 
native and former professional player, 
captured the National Senior Singles 
title, stopping defending champion Joe 
Gibbs in the championship match 
21-13 , 21-14. 
Austin , who still has a picture-book 
backhand, was the second seed and 
had an extremely difficult time reaching 
the fina ls, going three games in his 
quarter and semi- final victo ries. 
But Jim had too much for Gibbs , the St. 
Louisian , who coaches pro football for 
the St. Louis Cardinals . The win , plus 
Aust in's Senior Doub les victory made 
him the only "double play " victor of the 
National Championships . 
Austin took the singles the hard way , 
coming through a difficu lt numbe r two 
seed . He had to take on another former 
pro , Buffalo 's Charlie Garfinkel in the 
semi-f inals and the two had a 
tremendous battle 21-1 , 9-21 , 11-7. 
Although the scores may seem 
strange , that's a typ ical Garf inkel 
match , who made his reputation on the 
ability to lose , figure out why , make the 
necessary adjustments , and then win . 
But Gar didn 't have quite enough in the 
tie-breaker . 
In the upper bracket sem i-f inals, Gibbs 
knocked off another outstanding 
senior , Joel Schienbaum , Los Angeles . 
Sch ienbaum, who still competes in 
many A tournaments around L.A. , is a 
fierce competitor , much in the mold of 
the tougher sen iors . 
But defending champ Gibbs proved 
his worth by stopping Schienbaum and 
going all the way to the finals in this 
event, in which the competition was 
much more difficult than a year ago . 
Only Austin had to go three games in 
the quarter-finals , defeating number 
seven seeded Roger Ehren 8-21 , 
21-18, 11-7 . Garfinkel and 
Schienbaum had easy times of their 
quarter-fina l encounters , Gar 21- 7, 
21-12 over Price Thomas and 
Schienbaum 21-14 , 21-6 over Luther 
Bernstein, who had the giant killer 
reputation. Gibbs eliminated Jim Trent 
in the last quarter-final 21-8 , 21-19 . 
Schienbaum won the th ird place 
play-off 21-13 , 21-20 over Garfinkel. 
Forty-two players made up the Senior 
Singles division , the largest ever in the 
Nationals , which itself grows by record 
numbers annually. 

Austin made it a sweep in the sen iors 
by taking the doub les tit le with partner 
Chuck Hanna , making it a San 
Diego-Houston duo . 
Their champ ionship match win was 
21-13, 21-13 over the Chicago team of 
Jordan " Dr. J." Tilden and Tom Street. 
Tilden , a hard hitting southpaw 
matched his booming forehand aga inst 
Aust in's superb backh_and on the left , 
while retriever Street attempted to 
match forehands with Hanna on the 
right in a battle of U.S.R.A . state 
cha irmen. 
In the first game Aust in/Hanna looked 
unbeatab le, racing to a 9-0 advantage , 
largely on the strength of Austin 's 
patented backhand pinch kills in the left 
corner . But a good adjustment by 
Tilden /Street found Street's diving gets 
keeping the ball in play off the pinch 
and Dr. J. began hitt ing his forehand . 
The result was a comeback to 11-a ll 
and then 13-a ll for the Chicagoans , 
before the roof caved in. 
" I think we were so inten t on g etting 
bac k into the match , " said Street, "th at 
when we did we lost tha t little edge of 
concentration . It was over so qu ick we 
couldn 't adjust ." 
The second game bore no 
resemblance to the f irst , except that the 
score was the same. Th is time it was 
close through-out but with 
Austin /Hanna keeping that coup le of 
point margi n, 13-11 , 15-12 , 18-13 and 
then out. 
It was a match comp lete with 
sportsmanship and good p_lay. 
Austin /Hanna, despite being about 
1500 miles apart , played like partne rs 
for ages . When Austin 's backhand 
failed , Hanna 's forehand was on . 
When Hanna was neutra lized , Aust in 
got hot. 
And that's how you win tit les . 
In the semi-finals Austin /Hanna had an 
unusual match aga inst Jerry Mone ll 
and Bill Torres , losing the first game 
21-9, and coming back to take the 
match 21-7, 11-6 . 
That first game was a surprising 
mis-match . Aust in's backha nd was 
nowhere to be found , except the floor , 
and Monell/Torres took advantage for 
the easy win. 
But you can 't keep a top player off for 



long, and Jim cranked it up in the 
second, got the range and 
Monell(forres were doomed . 
The tie-breaker was much the same , 
with Hanna covering the right like he 
owned it, and Aust in shooting the left 
corner like he put a magnet in the ball. 
In the bottom bracket semi Stre et 
gained some measure of revenge 
when he and T ilden knocked off Roger 
Ehren and Dave Torres 21- 14, 21 -16. 
Ehren had erased Street from the 
singles competition early and badly . 
"We were keyed up for the 
Ehren /Torres match ," said Street. 
"They're tough and we knew we had 
our work cut out for us." 
Showing the balance in the senior 
doubles , three of the four quarter-fina l 
matches went three gam·es, with 
Ehrenrrorres stopping Vance Lerner 
and Jerry Conine in the close st of the 
three 9-21 , 21-10 , 11-9. · 
Tilden /Street worked hard to stop the 
Honolulu tandem of Mel Tom , former 
pro footballer and Warren Kob atke 
12-21 , 21-18 , 11-3. Monell(f or res also 
had good battle stopping Phil lvaldy 
and Rick DeSaracho 21-11 , 20 -21 , 
11-7. 
Meanwh ile Austin /Hanna watched all 
the confusion with a 21-1, 21-3 win 
over the Costa Mesa team of 
Livsey /Wagner . 

Nationals Sen ior Singles 
Ro suits: 

(Fi rs t Round ): Keelerd . Rollela2 1·2. 21 •4, Rozen1osd . Weisner 
2 1-4, 2 1-8; Lank lord d Innis 21 •5, 2 1· 10; Conine d Sponr21·5, 
21- 13; Tom d . Hu1stendahl 21-14, 2 1-14. Bill d Agnor 21-16. 
2 1-3; Thomas d. B1blo 21-11. 15-21. 11-8; Thornlon d Gol1an 
21•4, 2 1•0 ; Broderick d. Ludwick 2 1·6. 2 1· 13. 
(Sec ond Rou nd): Gibbs d Hall 21•5, 21•7 ; Kcelor d Rezentes 
21· 19, 21-16 ; Lankfo rd d Luhnow , lor1e11. Trentd . Upton 21-0 , 
21-15 , Bernste in d. Conine 21·5, 21·15 , Sergen1an ls d Sealon 
2 1-20 , 21-12; Tom d. Duda 21· 15, 21·20 ; Sch..inbaum d 
Koflyama 21 ·8, 2 1- 11; Gorllnkol d Torres 21·8. 21-4; T1ldon d 
Blltl 21·9. 2 1-19; lvaldy d. Harmon 21•14. 21 · 16; Thoma s d, 
Russo l 21-18, 21-18 ; Ehron d. Thornton 21· 10, 21•8 , Strool d. 
Weckerly 2 1· 18. 2 1•7, Broderick d Fabry 21 ·8. 21-4; Au st,n d. 
Zieme r 2 1-2. 21-2 
(Third Round) : Gibbs d. Keeler 2 1 ·6, 21 •7. Tron! d Lanklord , 
1or1011,BornS101nd Sergen1an1s 21•5, 21·18; Schionbaumd Tom 
15·2 1, 2 1·9, 11-1 ; Garflnkel d. Tildon 21-6, 21·5 : Thomas d 
lvoldy 19·21, 21·2, 11-8; Ehron d, Slrool 2 1•4, 2 1-8; Auslin d, 
Brod erick 2 1·8, 2 t -4. 
(Quarter•l lnols): Gibbs d. Trani 2 1·8, 21· 19; Schlonbaum d . 
Bems1e1n 21 •14, 21-6 ; Garfinkel d Thoma s 21 •7, 21-12 :Au shn d 
Ehren 8·2 1, 2 1·18, 11•7 
(Semi-fi nals) : Gibbs d. Sch1onbaum 21-18, 21-18 . Ausun d, 
Gar11nkol 2 1· 1, 9•2 t , 11•7, 
(Champ ion ship) : A us1in d. Gibbs 21· 13, 2 1-14. (Th ird) ; 
Schlenbaum d. Gar1mkol 21· 13, 21 -20 . 

• National Masters • 

Notch up Another One 
Bud Muehleisen won another Nat ional 
title in San Diego , and since we lost 
track a long t ime ago , we 're not sure 
how many that makes . But "Dr. Bud " 
handily won the Masters singles crown 
with a 21-14, 21-10 win over Bob 
McNamara , probably the only other 
Master in the country who can even 
give Bud a game. 
The muscular McNamara , a former 
nationa l paddleball champ (like 
Muehleisen) , st ill doesn 't have quite 
the shots that Muehleisen, the deft 
southpaw does . 
Neither game caused Bud , who has 
retired from doctoring , any t roub le, as 
he kept arms-length, point wise away 
from McNamara . 
In the semi- fina ls, Muehleisen gave 
Gene MacDona ld a double donut 
21-0 , 21 -0, while McNamara , although 
not winn ing quite as easily , stopped 
fo rmer champ Sam Koanu i 21-15 , 
21-8. 
MacDonald came back to take third 
place 21-7, 21-14 over Koan~i. 
In the quarters Muehleisen beat Jim 
Miller 9 and 8; McDonald had a tough 
one against Bill Armstrong 15 and 20; 
Koanui had an even tougher time 
stopping Al Green 21-11, 14-21 , 11-3; 
and McNam ara defe ated Earle Castle 
21-8, 21- 18. 

Nationals Senior Doubles 
Rosults: 
(Firs t Roun d): B Torres/Monon d U109aloloill<olly 21•7, 2 1·9, 
Lomor ,Conino d Fabry/Seaton 21-1~. 21-16 , Tom Kobotko d. 
Koolor/Dovin 21·1, 21• 14. 
(Ouort or- lln ols): Aus1,n/Hanno d Lovsey/Wognor 21 · 1, 21 ·3, B 
Torro s/Monelld . lvaldy /DoSo rncho21-I 1, 20·21, 1 t-7 , Enron D. 
Torro s d Lornor /Conono 9-21, 21-10 . 11·9, T11dcnlStroo1 d 
Tom •Kobatke 12,21 , 21- 18. 11--i 
(Soml -l ln ols) : Aus1m/Hnnno d B Torro s/Monell 9-2 1. 2 1-7, 
11-6 T11don/S1root d Ehrcn D. Torros 21-14, 21-16 
(Ch o'mp lon shl p): Aus11n/Honno d. Tilden Strool 2 1· 13, 2 1· 13 
(Th ird): B Torro s/Monell d Ehrcn D Torros, lor1011 

A record 26 players participated in the 
Masters singles . 
In the Masters Doubles, McNamara 
and partner Chuck Jackson took the 
title , stopp ing the Hawaiian tandem of 
Skelton and Lee 21-15, 21-14. 
But the best match of the Masters 
Doubles was the third place battle 
between two Los Angeles teams, 
Castel /Burt Morrow against 
Armstrong /Bill Gibson , won by 
Armstrong /Gibson 17-21, 21-16 1 

11-10. 
Cast le/Morrow rallied from a 4-9 deficit 
to tie at 10-all , but the next rally , a 
furious barrage of shots that had the 
spectato rs on their feet , was won by 
Armstrong /Gibson. It made match 
point , a short ceil ing ball, seem 
ant i-climactic . 
Armstrong /Gibson had been 
eliminated by McNamar a/Jackson 
21-9 , 21-11 in the semi-finals while 
Cas tle/Morrow were stopped by 
Skelton /Lee in a super match 21-11 , 
20-21 , 11-6 . 

Nationals Masters Singles 
Results : 
(Fi rs t Round ): Chamberlain d Ross 2 1-1, 2 1-2; Miller d 
Ekolman. lor1e1t; Lerner d Morton 2 t -8 . 21 • 15, Arms lrong d. 
Gales 2 1-4, 2 1-9; Hol land d Gutsmer 21·8 , 21-13, Panerson d 
Shol l 2 1· 12, 21·6: Hurd d. Borz 21-1. 2 t -5; Cos tle d. Skelton 
2 t • t 9, 19·2 1, 11·3, Brownd Sproul , Injury do lault 
(Second Round) : Muohlolson d. cham borla,n 2 t •9. 2 t -4; Miller 
d Lemor 21· 15. 2 t -6; Almstrong d Bruner 21-4, t 2•2 t , l t --0; 
MacDonald d Holland 21 · 16, 21-10 . Koanul d Panorson 2t-6. 
21-7 ; Groen d Hurd 21·18, 2t-4 , Castled . BrO\'on 21-1, 2 1·2. 
McNomoro d. Woods 21·5 . 2 1-12 
(Ouort er-l lnal s): Muehlo lsen d. Miller 2t-9, 2 1-8; MocDonold d. 
Arm strong 21·15. 2 1·20, Koonul d Green 2 1· 1 t , 14•21 . t t--3, 
McNomorn d Cnstlo 2 I -8 . 21-18 
(Sem i- finals) : Muehle,son d. MacDonnld 21·0 , 21--0, McNamara 
d Koanul 2 1-15. 21 ·8 
(Champ io nship) : Muehloisen d. McNomora 2 1-14, 2 1-10 
(Th ird ): MacDonald d Koonu 1 2 1•7, 2 1- 14 

Nat ion als Mast ers Doubl es 
Rooull s : 

(Firs t Round) : Castlo ,Morro w d App leby/Chomborl ,1n 2 t • t5 . 
2t•t9. McNam ara/Jackson d Deeds/Hughes 21-18. 2 1- tS, 
Groen/Evans d Hurd,Pctorson , lorto11 
(Sec on d Round) : Costlo ,Morro ., d Lovodny ,Bro"n 2 t -1, 2 1 • t5 ; 
SkCIIOf\LOO d PrOSS/Brunor 2 1- t t . 21-16. McNnmnr~Jac,son 
d Koanu ,'Young 21 ·3. 2 1 • tO. ArmslrongJG ,bson d Gr con Evans 
21· 13. 21-7 . 
(Som l- l lnols): SkoltonLood Castle Morrow21 · 11,20-2 t , tt -6. 
McNarnora/Jackson d. Arrn stron91G,bson 2 t •9. 2 t . t t. 
(Champions hip): McNamara/Jo son d Skc,iton.'L o 21•15. 
2 t • t• (Third); Armstrong G,bson d Castle lorro N 17-21 
2 1- 16, 11· 10 ' 
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• ational Golden Masters • 

From Far Back 
Carl Loveday lost the first game of the 
Golden Masters Singles champ ionsh ip 
match to Chicago 's Jimmy DiVito 
21-10. And the top seeded San Diegan 
was down 20-13 in game two to DiVito, 
who was going for his second U.S. A.A. 
Golden Masters title in three years. 
And Loveday won , 10-21 , 21-20 , 11-8. 
Whatever happened to Loveday 
happened at the right time , or the 
wrong time for DiVito . But Carl killed 
Jimmy's serve to regain service at 
13-20, then scored five straight before 
being put out at 18-20. 
Still serv ing match point , DiVito's hard 
Z serve to the left got a weak return and 
his next shot was a near-perfect pass 
left to counter Lpveday 's charge 
forward to cover . But Loveday 
scrambled into deep court and floated 
the ball lazily to the front wall. DiV ito 
then fanned his attempted dump 
corner kill for another s ide out. 
Loveday , shooting well , came in and 
tallied the necessary three points to 
send the match to the tie-breaker . 
"I thought I had the match ," said a 
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disappointed DiVito. "He made a lot of 
nice shots, but I thought I had the 
match ." 
The tie-breaker was close , 11-8 for 
Loveday , but DiVito 's mind was still on 
that 20-13 blown lead . His shots 
weren 't as crisp as in the first game and 
a-half , and Loveday , sens ing victory , 
came on stronger than ever . 
In the semi-finals Loveday had a good 
match against fellow San Diegan Cal 
Murphy 21-15 , 21-16 , while DiVito 
stopped Salt Lake City 's Luzell Wilde 
21-16, 21-7. Murphy then captured 
third place 7-21 , 21-5, 11-8 . 
The quarter-finals also had some nice 
matches , with Murphy stopp ing 
number five seed Alex Guerry 21-13, 
21-20 and Wilde knocking out number 
two seeded Al Payne 16 and 17. Both 
DiVito and Loveday won the ir 
quarter-final matches easily over 
Manny Nosan and Will Chung , 
respectively . 
In the Golden Masters Doub les, DiVito 
and partner Sam Rizzio almost did 
what DiVito did in the singles . They 
captured the title 20-21 , 21-7 , 11-10 
over Murphy and Stan Berney, the 
defending champions. 
But in game one the Chicago duo held 
that pesky 20-13 lead, only to have it 
vanish as Murphy /Berney came back 
to capture the first game 21-20 . 
"I told Sam after the first game ," said 
DiVito , "that we 'd have no more blown 
games. We had to bear down ." 
That they did in game two, never letting 
up and relentlessly pursuing that 21st 
point, finally gett ing it 21-7. 
But perhaps that win was too easy , for 
the tie-breaker was anything but a 
breeze. DiV ito/Rizzio scored three 
quick points , only to have 
Murphy /Berney come back with seven 
straight to take an impressive 7-3 lead . 

Cart Loveday (back court) ambles toward the 
back wall as Jimmy DIV/to cove rs in their 
excellent Golden Masters Sing les 
championship battle. 

"We had to do something right there ," 
said Jimmy . 
They did. They scored seven of their 
own , finally losing the serve with a 10-7 
lead . And Murphy /Berney came back , 
scoring three without losing even one 
serve . 
The best rally of the match came next , 
with great Golden Masters front court 
play . Rizz io, on the right was battl ing 
both Murphy and Berney who had 
DiVito 's vaunted backhand out of 
position. But Sam came through f ina lly 
killing a backhand left corner pinch 
for one down . 
DiVito killed on the next rally to rega in 
the serve and the boys from Ch icago 
notched the next point to take the title . 
The semi-f inals were routine for both 
teams , as DiVito/ Rizzio took the 
Hono lulu tandem of Chung and 
Nakama 21-10 , 21-7 , wh ile 
Murphy /Berney stopped Payne/Wilde 
16 and 14. 
Payne and W ilde took third place by 
forfeit over Chung /Nakama . 

Nationals Golden Masters Singles 
Results : 
(Prelim in ary Rou nd) : Wilson d. Seo!! 21 -11, 21-20 ; Brownd 
H1ci<oy 21·5, 21-10 
(Fire! Roun d): Lovedayd . Purcoll 21·9, 21-8, Chung d. Wil50'1 
21-16 , 21-20 ; Guerry d. Broerty 21-14, 21-2 ; Murphy d Nakama 
2 1·13 , 21•14, DIV1tod S1ehly21 ·3, 21-1 4; Nosand . Brown 21-5, 
21·6 , Wilded . Schmid! 21-15 , 20-21 , 11-4; Payne d Walker 
21-10, 21-3. 
(Quarte r- fina ls): Loveday d Chung 21-4 , 21-7, Murphy d. 
Guerry21 · 13, 21-20 ; D1Vilod Nosan 21-11, 21-3 ; Wllded Payne 
21 -16, 21-17 . 
(Sem l-fl nel1 ): Lovedayd Murphy21-1 5, 21-16, DIVltod . Wilde 
2 1-16, 21-7 
(Championship) : Lovedayd . D1V~o 10-21, 21-20.11 -8. (Th ir d): 
Murphy d. Wilde 7-21, 21·5 , 11·8. 

Nationals Golden Masters Doubles 
Resu lts : 

(Flr at Round ) : Payne/Wilded Scott/Brown 21-4 , 21-15 ; 
Chung/Nakama d . Schm ldl/Schm idl 21-17, 21·5 
(Sem l-l lnala) : Murphy/Berney d. Payne/W Iide 21-16 , 21-14 ; 
D1V1lo/A1zz10 d. Chung/Nakama 21- 10, 21•7. 
(Champ lon1h lp): D1Vi1o/Aozzio d. Murphy/Berney 20·21 , 21•7, 
11 •10. (Th ird ): Payne/Wilded . Chung/Nakama , lorfe it. 



//fr" •'"' 7 --l,,,.~ 
"Take ,t from me, it's 
the racquet I like to win with! " 
MYRON RODER ICK 
Past Dir .. 1nterna 1lo nal Racquetba ll Assoc. 
Amer ica n and Canadi an Racque lb all 
Champion . Se nio rs Divi sio n 
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fflEET THE PROS BEHln D 
THE PROS! 

J. BAUER COURT SYSTEMS. 
NOW, WE'RE NATIONAL. 
We're court systems building and instal lation ex-
perts with over 50 years ex per ienc e . And, along 
the way, we've been pioneers in introducing new 
materials and techniques. So, whe n it comes to 
your court system, we know what we're doing. 
And you have the assurance that your court will 
be backed by Bauer's experience in over 1000 
court s. 

Now, to keep up with the incredible demand for 
new courts, J. Bauer has gone national. So no 

matter where you are, from coast to coast, a Bauer 
team is ready to help you in every step along the 
way - from initial design to final installation _. 
We're versatile. Our systems are tailored to fit your 
needs ... and budget. We use only the finest pro-
1 ine materials . And we otter you a cho ice of 
structural design s including the J . Bauer flooring 
systems - universally recognized for superior 
performance. 
Put a pro in your court - J. Bau er Corporation. 
Call or write for more information today. 

BAUER 
CORPORATION 

J. BAUER CORPORATION • 10807 LYNDON AVE. • DETROIT, Ml 48238 • (313) 935-3400 



FEATURE 

Goals, Principles 
Main Issues 
Kendler Addresses Nationals Audience 
At the player 's banquet , U.S.R.A. Prez Bob Kendler addres ses the 300-plus attendance . 

(Editor 's Note: U.S.R.A. president Bob 
Kendler spoke to approximately 300 
U.S.R.A. members at the annual 
awards banq uet at the National 
Championships . The following is his 
presentation .) 

When I arrived here the other day I 
noticed a small sign behin d the 
regis tration desk announcing this 
players party, which I thought was an 
excellen t idea . Wou ld you believe that I 
went by this sign a half-dozen times 
before I noticed the menu included a 
steak and a mea t ball? 
You are eating the steak and look ing at 
the meat bal l. Any handball player who 
gets up in front of the best racquetball 
players in the world, at the finest 
racquetball club in America , has to be a 
dedicated meatball! 
I am sure there are some of you who 
wonder why I do it, - what possible 

reward could there be for a handballer 
among racquet ball pros. Well , I have a 
little surp rise for you . No one could 
have been blessed by racquetball 
more than this handba ll player. Evie 
and I got the reward right here in San 
Diego during this tournament. The 
Good Lord gave us a new son-in -law, 
one we not only love but one who is 
also loved by all the racquetball players 
as wel l. 
Terry Fancher asked our permiss ion to 
marry our daughter Kip, who is also a 
racquetball player. This fall there will be 
a wedding in Lake Forest and you will 
all be invited! 
Now, wi ll you all joi n Evie and I in a 
toast to Terry and Kip for a lifetime of 
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Mrs . Evie Kendler and Joe Ardito react to the announcement that the U.S.R.A. ·s Terry Fancher and 
Kip Kendler became officially engaged during the Nat ion als week . 

racquetball happiness . Or even better, 
a lifetime of the same love Mom and 
Pop have. Who says there isn't 
romance in racquetball? 
Now I am aware that some of my recent 
notoriety has not earned me any 
brownie points within the racquetball 
world . So I will try to make amends by 
giving you a glimpse at some of the 
programs that our organization will be 
embarking on rather soon. I would like 
to emphasize , however , that final 
decisions are yet to be made and if you 
have any better ideas , - well, please 
come forward . 
The U.S . Racquetball Association was 
formed to serve the players in just 
exactly the same way the U.S. 
Handball Association has served its 
players for some 40 years! 
Our highest priorities next season will 
be the juniors tournament, the 
inter-collegiate program and the 
amateur and women's events . 
We hope to have a generous sponsor 
who will enable us to do more things for 
more youngsters and amateurs. 
Somewhere in America there are 
scores of diamonds like Marty Hogan, 
Richard Wagner, and Ben Koltun who 
only need to be polished up a bit to 
make racquetball even more exciting 
than it is now . 
The 1977-78 season will find women 's 
prize money receiving a healthy and 
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well deserved boost , with none of the 
additional monies taken from the men 's 
pot. We think we have a sponsor who 
loves the ladies, as I do, and hopefully 
the gals will soon be getting the ir just 
reward . And I think it's about time, don 't 
you? 
Now , I want you folks to keep a little 
secret for me . If all goes well, we should 
start the new year/publishing our 
magazine every month , instead of our 
current bi-monthly scheC..:ule. That's 
assuming Chuck Leve is the same man 
after his July honeymoon as he was 
before , - although I must say that from 
what I hear the odds are against this . 
At the moment we are plann ing 10 pro 
tour stops next season, although this 
could change to 20 very suddenly . We 
have over 50 clubs throughout North 
America anxious to host any kind of a 
tournament , pro or amateur , but 
especially amateur . All we need are a 
few more Terry Fanchers and this 
would be possible. 
And speaking of Terry, - as National 
Coordinator his assignment for the 
year was to affiliate all 50 states with 
the U.S.R .A. Well, he failed miserably, 
- all he got was 46 of them! So, I've 
told Terry that he better hurry up with 
those last four, because his next 
project might be tougher still , - to 
aff iliate 50 nat ions, - to make 
racquetball a truly International sport . 

It is no secret that I have tried for years 
to introduce handball into the 
Olympics . I now believe, as I'm sure 
everybody here does , -that the faster 
way to the Olympics is with racquetball . 
Thanks to the wonderful help of my 
dear friend Avery Brundage , I was abl~ 
to make key contacts in dozens of • 
countries , many of wh ich were not 
quite ready for handball. But they are 
ready for racquetbal l. 
The expans ion of racquetball into the 
Far East and Europe could occur at 
dizzy ing speed , - into Japan , Ta iwan , 
Australia , Eng land , Germany , and the 
Middle East. These are no longer 
dreams , - they are goals . 
You know, I get criticized from time to 
time for being a hard-nosed 
businessman . Those who criticize my 
no-nonsense business rules and the 
solid financial foundation of our 
Associations , are the only real threat to 
racquetball 's success , and I don't mind 
telling you why . 
For this sport to succeed it must grow 
orderly and with financial stability . 
Haphazard growth is our only enerny , 
but sound fiscal policies/based on 
principle /are our true allies . 
We cou ld have hundreds of 
tournaments annually instead of our 
current 70 or 80 , but it would be 



Brum~fel~, who received a s tand ing ovation from the audience, accepts a special award pre sente d by Bud Leach (c.) and Coate for arum 's 
contnbut,ons to the sport . That's t. v. announcer Fred Lewis (fron t right) and his daught er listenin g. 

foolhearty. We could build thousands 
of courts, but it would be premature . 
We could separate the men and 
women professional tours, and again 
be1 premature. 
What I am saying is this : I am dedicated 
to the fulfillment of a sane and 
financially sound growth to this sport. 
That is my only desire and God willing I 
will see it through . 
As long as I am at the helm of the 
U.S.R.A. and N.R .C. you will see 
racquetball properly structured and 
organized . What happened to bowling 
will not happen to racquetball. What 
happened to tennis will happen to 

racquetball , - and then some. But we 
will closely monitor our growth to 
ensure that we do not rise in 10 year s 
and then fall , like tenn is, but rather/rise 
and keep rising /well into the 21st 
century. 
We feel the same way about " trick" 
tournaments. Although I will be the first 
to say that the recent CBS All Racque t 
Sports competition did a great deal of 
good for racquetball , (due to Charlie 
Brum fie ld's expert comm entary) , I do 
not feel that events such as this shou ld 
be the wave of the futur e. 
True competition , televi sed as well as 
the atlas club has done is all we need , 
- and that's what we're going to get. 

I've seen matches this week that would 
leave network audiences spellbound . 
The grace, style, speed and power 
shown here in the nationals has been 
absolutely thrilling . 
I have to admit to you that I did make 
one mistake this past year , - I let 
myself get talked into running a 
cigarette ad in our magazine. Boy, did I 
get letters, and rightly so. You 've never 
seen a person cance l a contract as fast 
as I cancelled this one. 
There is no place in racquetball for 
sponsors such as ciagarette 
companies, or liquor firms. We don 't 
need their mon ey and we certainly 
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/.M .G.'sDavidArmstrong(r .)chatswithN .R.C .'s CJ-wck Leve at the banquet. It was the first 
Nationals for Armstrong , who gallantly fougN the stairs at the Atla s Health Club all week, 
while on crutches . 

don 't want their image . When we 
promote good racquetball we promote 
good health . Our slogan, "Play 
Racquetball For The Health Of It," is 
not just a slogan , it is our way of doing 
what we think is our dest iny. 
This year alone we turned down close 
to $500,000 from sponsors whose 
products we thought were detrimental 
to your health. It didn't make the 
sponsors very happy , but I felt this was 
the right decision to make during our 
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inaugural years. That $500 ,000 will 
come from another sponsor one day , 
and one we can all point to with pride . 
Would you mind if I made an additional 
comment about money? Virtually every 
pro today has been helped by us at 
some time in his sports or school 
career . I am not talking about prize 
money, either . I am talking about 
personal financial aid, whether for 
tuition, books, travel to tournaments or 
other personal needs. And gratefully , 
not one of these players has ever failed 
us . 

I mention this because I want the 
players to know they will never find 
themselves beholden to liquor or 
tobacco sponsors . We ask no thanks , 
- only the knowledge that these 
players continue to show the good 
character and fine ability that led us to 
help them in the first place . 
We help fund our state aff iliates for the 
very same reason. They get monthly 
checks from us for every member that 
joins from within their boundaries . One 
club owner just signed with us for 
10,000 new membersh ips. Just think 
how happy the Michigan Racquetball 
Association will be with their share of 
the membership dues every year! 
This owner fee ls he couldn 't possib ly 
educate his members as well as we do 
for as little money as our 
membersh ip-subscription package 
costs . And I might add that the man 
behind the scene who really put the 
deal together is with us here this week . 
His name is Gil Schmitt , a long time 
supporter of the U.S.R.A. and a man 
who is doing more for his members 
than many other clubs combined . 
You know , I wish we didn 't have to talk 
about money . Or where it comes from . 
But I want you all to realize how lucky 
we are. You see , we don't have a 
50 ,000 seat stadium or a mill ion dollar 
television contract. All we really have is 
Al Mack ie, Bud Leach , Charlie Drake , 
Ken Konkol , John Pabry and a few 
other far-sighted investors. I say 
investors, because they have taken a 
long range gamble that you can be sure 
will pay off . Without Seamco balls , 
Leach racquets , Champion and 
Saranac gloves , we would have been 
hard put to stage our extravagan zas 
and make the progress we made 



through the years. And a number of our 
younger players might never had the 
chance to play tournaments or see a 
college classroom . 
Now that we are a cinch , - everyone 
wants to get on the band wagon. And 
who can blame them? And I don 't just 
mean racquetball companies . Don 't be 
surprised when I tell you that we are 
now finalizing agreements with several 
international conglomerates , one of 
which is the largest corporation on 
earth. It's too early for me to give you 
details , but you can rest assured that if 
the lawyers don 't get too fancy , we will 
soon have a great deal more money for 
all of our programs , men and women , 
pro and amateur . 
That noise you just heard was Marty 
Hogan falling off his chair when I 
mentioned more money. 
You haven 't heard me say anything yet 
about our contract with Mark 
McCormack 's International 
Management Group. That's because 
we promised them we wouldn 't 
disclose a single new sponsor until all 
papers have been signed. Let me just 
say that I have all the confidence in the 
world in these people , and that 
especially includes Dave Armstrong , 
the man at IMG with whom we wor k 
very closely. It also includes Art Shay , 
- our world famous photographer, 
who incidentally wa s the official 
Olympic photographer. Now you know 
why our promot ion and pictures are 
both great. 
I've been to over a thousand handball 
and racquetball tournaments in my 
lifetime as both a player and · 

adm inistrator, and I have yet to see 
anybody put on a better National 
Cham pionship tournament than the 
At las Health Club. Jerry Sandstrom , 
Ken Davidson and Lee Hinrichs have 
been tremendous to work with and for 
the ir superb job I think they deserve a 
big round of applause . 
A couple of weeks ago we ran another 
National Championsh ip at the 
luxur ious Town and Country Club in 
Creve Coeur, a suburb of St. Louis . 
Like this tournament , it was a huge 
success and some of the matches will 
be talked of as long as any of us live. 

The highlight at St. Louis had to be the 
finals where Freddie Lewis handba ll's 
all-time leading money winner , played 
Naty Alvarado , a youngster from 
Mexico. The setting for this match was 
perfect , - Freddie had defeated the 
Canadian champ , wh ile Naty was 
eliminating the Irish champ . Freddie 
can speak Engl ish and doesn 't , -
Naty can not speak Engl ish but does. 
In the most thrilling handball finals I 
ever saw, Naty got to 20 after winn ing 
the first game . At this point I said to 
forme r all star baseball er Stan Musial, 
"Come on Stan , it's tim e to go und er 
the stands with the awards ," Which we 
did. 
Well , we waited under thos e sta nds 
quite a long time for one point, - near ly 
half an hour in fact. There were 14 
consecutiv e service changes before 
Alv arado finally captu red the title . But 
wha t happ ened after that was really 
funny . 

Musial turned to the gallery and said , "/ 
wanted to come into the court and 
make this award to Naty Avocado. " 
To which Alvarado replied in half 
Spanish , "And I want to thank you too, 
Mr . Music ." 
That's really what I wan t to do also , -
call everyone by the ir right name , and 
thank everybody here for a remarkable 
tournamen t, and most of all for your 
great sportsmanship . True , there were 
a few explosions but nothing that could 
be called anyth ing other than fierce 
compet ition . It certain ly wasn 't like the 
ear ly days when I was so happy so few 
people could read Marty Hogan 's lips. 
You all have my sincerest thanks 
because everyone of you contributed 
something. And I know I speak for Joe 
Ardito , Chuck Leve , Terry Fancher and 
the ent ire Atlas Health Club when I say 
you are a cred it to sports in general and 
San Diego in particular . 
I hope you w ill invite us bac k again and 
again, and Jerry Sandstrom if San 
Diego is tournament site favor ite next 
season you have noth ing to worry 
about. 
I do hope we can all be together aga in 
next year, and if any of you mothers 
have a daughter you wan t to get rid of , 
- bring her to the tournam ent. Evie will 
show you how ! 
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Especially for women 
the new ESPRJT 

lntroduCJng the superb new 
Omega Esprit for women and juniors. 
A trim 255 grams, it's the lightest 
metal racquet available today.I 

But the Esprit's playab1Jity 
hes 1n Omega 's compu ter-
designed 

-~ 
balance 

of flexib ility and 
s treng th wfuch provide s just the right 
control-pow er comb1nation that's pe rfec t for the jumor or lady p layer. 

BeautJfully styled 1n pale blue metallic, attractively priced 
the Espnt is truly a racquet that sells 1tself 

MEGA 
cJ RACQUETS 

F or information and ca talog about the complete line of first-quality Omega racquetball equ ipment, call or write : 
Omeg a, a Division of Prandur Corporation, 2366 Schuetz Road, St. Louis , Miss ouri 63141 , (314) 87 2-900 7. 



FEATURE HAL HIGDON 

Racquetball 'Cure' 
For Heart Attack 
Victim 

Hal Higdon lives in Michigan City, 
Indiana and writes for several nat ional 
publications . This article is adqpted 
from his latest book , "Fi tness After 
Forty ." Reprinted from Chicago 
Sun-Times Midwest Magazine , May 1 , 
1977 . 

Gerald Smith, a commodities trader 
and insurance broker, arrived at his 
office in the Chicago suburb of 
Linco lnwood at 7 a.m.- a typically 
early arrival. Smith, a w iry individual, 
once played basketball in high school 
despite being only 5 feet 6 inches. 
Thirty -one years old , he continued to 
maintain his interest in physical 
activity, playing handball fo ur or five 
times a week . As a handball player , he 
was intensely competitive - as he was 
in business. 
Smith often worried about business 
and, as a result, slept fitfully. This 
morning he had awakened at 5:30, 
sna tched a quick break fast and left for 
the office . 
Once there, he beg an exper iencing 
signs of discomfort , be lching 
frequently . He suspec ted he had a 
severe case of indigestion so decided 
to go downstairs to a rest auran t and get 
some milk to coa t his stomach . But the 
discomfort grew . Smith climb ed in to 
the back sea t of his car , rolle d down the 
windows and elevated his feet , but 
nothing helped . He felt ch illed . He 
started sweating . Th ings began ge ttin g 
blurry . He looked up and saw a friend 
staring in the open car window at him . 
Smi th had difficulty focusing on his 
friend, and wondered if it was part of a 
dream . 
His friend appeared only by ch ance. He 
had parked nearby , glance d in Smith "s 
car window and saw him suff ering . 

"My god, Jerry, what's the matter? " 
asked the friend. Smith could not reply. 
The friend rushed him to the 
emergency room of Ch icag o's We iss 
Memorial Hospital. 
Gerald Smith was having a heart 
attack, although he felt no pain. ""There 
was nothing like the bind ing wire 
across the chest you hear about ," 
Smith recalls . " ft was jus t a 
combination of nausea and sweating." 
He was stunned when the doctors told 
him he had experienced a heart attack. 
"I always considered myself in 
excellent condition ," Smith insists. 
But there was tha t nervous , inten se 
side of his personality. '"In college they 
always used to call me "Smitty the 
worrier, · " he admits. ''If I had 
somet hing to do tomorrow, I would 
spend the whole previous day and 
night worrying whether or not it might 
rain , and there was nothing I could do 
about it. I had what is known as a 
cardiac profile. A person with a 
cardiac profile is someone who , if 
somebody he plans to meet is a minute 
late, he 's aggravated by it . He's 
always on time, never deviates from 
his sch edule . He is, if anything, 
over-organi zed. Well, that was me ." 
Ger ald Smi th also had other 
coronary-prone charac teris tics . In a 
coronary risk estimate chart desig ned 
by Penn State Univers ity for the 
Am erican Hea rt Association, one of the 
factor s was sex. Th e scale for that 
ca tegor y , in points, went from female 
(1 ) , to female over 45 (2), to male (4). to 
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bald male (5), to bald , short male (6), to 
bald , short stocky male (7). the more 
points scored, the higher the 
individua l's likeliness of developing 
heart disease . Gerald Smith can be 
categorized as a " bald , sho rt , stocky 
male. " 
Yet he did not fit the pattern when it 
came to lack of exercise, which on the 
Penn State chart went , in points from 
intense occupational and recreational 
exertion to complete lack of exercise. 
Smith definitely was on the low point 
range of that scale-at least until he 
had his heart attack . 
Under doctor's order , he no longer 
could play handball. Being inten sely 
competitive, he missed this opportunity 
to express himself athletically. He 
worried about being able to walk fast, 
let alone play a sport. He needed to 
report for blood tests once every 2½ 
weeks to check against clotting. 
"I thought I was going to be one of 
those rocking chair victims ,·· he said . "I 
couldn 't be the father I wanted to be-or 
the husband . I couldn't shovel snow. 
Things like having my wife carry the 
groceries from the car all the time was 
bugging the heck out of me. I became 
a second-class husband , father ann 
citizen , and it wasn't my makeup to be 
that way ." 
He began hoping every night when he 
went to sleep that he would not wake 
up the next morn ing . He eventually 
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began going to a psychiat rist. 
Depre ss ion is a common problem for 
heart attack victims. 
Gerald Smith pondered the reasons for 
his heart attack. He was not 
overweight, although he had a 
dangerously high cholesterol level: 
around 450 . He never smo ked 
cigarets . He did have a fam ily histo ry 
which hinted at possible 
cardiovascular problems , since his 
mother died at age 46 of a cerebral 
hemorrhage. His father , a former 
swimmer , had a mild heart condition 
but lived to age 66 before dying of 
pneumonia . Yet one grandfathe r was 
still alive at age 94 and in good 
condition. (Smith also had a brother 
who seemed to be in good condition .) 
"The only thing that aggravates my 
grandfath er is when the Cubs lose ," 
says Smith . 
The heart attack happened in 1965. 
After several years of inactivity , Smi th 
fina lly received permission from his 
physic ian to join an exerc ise class at 
the Lawson YMCA (Chicago ) directed 
by Dick Woit . Woit's program, which 
attracted professional athletes as well 
as middle-aged businessmen , 
consisted of an intensive 45 minutes of 
almost unlimited push-ups, wind 
sprints and sit-ups. 

(Althoug h doctors once prescribed bed 
rest and lack of physica l activity for 
hea rt patients , modern physicians now 
rea lize that this proba bly killed more 
people than it saved . Card iologists now 
recommend that heart patients 
become more act ive physically than 
before their attack . For example , Dr . 
Noe l Nequi n of Swed ish Covenant 
Hospital in Chicago superv ises an 
exercise program for more than 150 
hea rt patients who run up to an hour 
each moming at the North Park 
College gym and track . 
Smith began his program with Dic k 
Woit by exerc ising at an easy leve l but 
soon increased his activity to where he 
was matching the achievemen t levels 
of others around him. His competit ive 
nature was emerg ing once more . But 
he dis liked the exercise program 
because it was boring and because it 
lacked the compet itive aspect of other 
sports . He decided to return to 
handball. 
"Handball is a game which is fun ," 
Smith explains . 
In 1973 , several yea rs after resumin g 
handbal l play, he had troubles again , 
this time in the middle of a handba ll 
match at the Riviera Club . He began 
getting a feeling sim ilar to the first 
attack and finally had to lie down on the 
floor. Fortunately , a physician presen t 
took his blood pressure and rushed him 
to Skokie (111.) Va lley Hos pital whe re his 
problem was diagnosed as a coronary 
insufficiency . The first attack had been 
diagnosed as a myocardial infarction , 
but the second attack was merely a 
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Jerry Smith leans into a serve in one of his daily rac quetball workouts. 
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With his Brumfield autograph model racquet in 
one hand , Smith shows off his surgical 
momentos , on his chest ... 

matt er of not enough blood gett ing 
thr ough to the heart . Rele ased from the 
hospital , he resumed playing handball 
as well as tennis . 
"This is when things started coming 
together as to what was wrong with 
me ," Smith explains . "I noticed each 
mornin g after driving to work that while 
walking from the car I would ge t a 
funny feeling in the area arou nd my 
chin . But it wou ld go away . Then I 
start ed noticing the same feeling 
dur ing warmups to play tennis . It, too , 
would go away . I noticed that when I 
stopped warming up for a few 
minut es, the feeling would go away 
fast er. But it still kep t coming back 
again . 
"It was explained to me later that I 
suff ered from angind . Every time the 
bloo d supply to the heart became 
insuffic ien t, because of the blockage 
in the arteries , it would ca use this 
funn y sensation . Slowly , the blood 
would start circ ulating through other 
vessels to ge t around the blockage , 
what is known as collateral circulation . 
When the blood finally gets through, 
the pam starts subsiding ." 
At a tenni s party one evening, Smith 
happ ened to meet a cardiovascular 
surgeon , Marlin Silver. Dr . Silver (not is 
real name) was on staff at 
Rush-Presby terian -St. Lukes 's 
Hospital. O ne of Dr. Silver 's colleagues 

. . . and thigh . His opera tion enabled him to 
continu e a normal, act,ve, racque tball -filled life . 

was the physician who had operated in 
1974 on Mayor Richard J. Daley , 
removing a blockage of the artery in his 
neck to improve circu lation of blood to 
the brain and lessen the chance of a 
stroke . Dr. Silver perfo rmed similar 
operations, but also specialized in 
coronary bypasses , a method of 
improv ing circulation to the heart. He 
did as many as 200 bypass operations 
a year. 
The physician suggested that Smith 's 
problems might be alleviated by such a 
bypass and asked him to visit the 
hospital for a stress test on a treadm ill. 
Smith was on the treadmi ll for only a 
few minutes wh en Dr. Silver ordered it 
stopped . Smith's heart condition was 
such that it was dangerous to proceed , 
just as it would have been dangerous 
for Smit h to continue playing handbal l. 
As Dr. Silver later explained, "Jerry 
Smith had major impairment of all the 
arteries, and his heart muscle was 
damaged from his previous heart 
attack. When we did the stress test , we 
weren 't sure we would be able to help 
him despite his relatively young ag e. 
We feared he would be relegated to an 
inactive life. " 
Until the last few decades, patients as 
severely compromised as Gerald 
Smith were sent home with instructio ns 
to remain relatively inactive and wait for 
the inevi table closing of the final 
passage, with accompanying massi ve 
heart attack followed by death . But in 
the mid-1960s , physicians deve lope d a 
means of bypassing blocked arteri es. 
Among the peop le who have had 
bypasses are actor Walter Matthau 
and Michigan footba ll coach Bo 
Schembech ler . 



While Marlin Si lver was in surg ica l 
training in 1970 , he began learning how 
to perform bypass operations . There 
are perhaps 50 ,000 such operations 
performed in the United State s each 
year, mostly at major medical centers . 
Despite the operation 's becom ing 
routine because of its frequ ency , the 
coronary bypass remains a techni ca lly 
difficult procedure. Arter ies are 
between one and two millimeters in 
size (approxim ately 1 /20th to 1 /40th of 
an inch) . In order to jo in arteries , a 
surgeon must make 1 O to 20 stitches. 
"Each stitch is tiny and exact, " says Dr. 
Silver . "One stitch can ruin an entire 
bypass ." 
In order to bypass the blocked 
coronary artery, Dr . Silver removed a 
saphenous vein from the inside of 
Smith 's left thigh . As ye t, no ar tificial 
arteries have been develo ped capable 
of being utiliz ed in a bypass opera tion, 
and only a few veins within the human 
body can serve as substitute coronary 
arter ies . The sap henous vein is one 
such vein . Although it helps dra in blood 
from the leg , there are addi tion al deep 
veins that serve the same purpose . 
Once the saphenous vein is removed , 
those other ve ins assume its fun ction , 
part of a backup system within the 
human body . The saphenous vein also 
serves well as a subs titut e coronary 
artery becaus e of its elast ici ty, which 
makes it more capable of with standin g 
the pressure s present in the arter ial 
system. 
Any operation, no matter how routin e, 
conta ins risks . One risk in Gerald 
Smith 's case wa s that his previous ly 

Smtih on one of his two Jobs, at the Board of Trade, hustling in the '"pits ." 
He 's also a full time insurance sales man. 

damaged heart might fail. It would be 
sustai ned dur ing the lengthy operation 
by a heart -lung machine and other 
devices . But Dr . Silver wo rried that 
once the heart-lung machine was 
turned off following the operation, 
Smith 's heart might not resume its 
normal function . 
Dr. Si lver estimated that Gerald Smith 
had an operative risk of 10 to 12 per 
cent. The odds in his favor were about 
9 to 1 that he would survive the 
opera tion. This compared to an 

operativ e risk on the average coronary 
bypass of about 5 per cen t. For a 
patient with no previous evidence of 
hear t trouble, who was receiving a by 
pass for preventive reasons, the risk 
might be as low as one per cent. 
For some patien ts with severely 
damaged hear ts, the risk might be as 
great as 25 to 50 per cent. With such 
odds , a surgeo n probably would 
proceed with a bypass only if it was the 
last chance of sav ing that patient's life. 
When co ronary bypass oper ations 
were first performed, surgeons 
operated mostly on patients in the ir 50s 
and 60s. They did not operate on older 
patients, because the new technique 
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seemed risky . They did not operate on 
younger patients for the same reason . 
Today , coronary bypass operations 
are being recommended for both older 
and younger heart patients. 
" The state of the art has progressed, ·· 
says Dr. Silver, "so with relative safety 
and confidence we may even 
recommend surgery to people who 
have not even had a heart attack yet. " 
More patients in their ?Os also are 
being given coronary bypass 
operations. 
Dr. Silver admits to "dropoffs, " patients 
who die within c1 year or two after 
surgery, but adds, " The dropoff in the 
post-operative patient is about a third 
of what it would be if those same 
patients did not have their surgery. " 
The operation on Gerald Smith proved 
successful. Ten days afterwards , he 
left the hospital. Forty-five days later , 
he began swimming, trying to get his 
chest muscles back in shape again. 
Four month s following the operation, 
he began playing racquetball. 
Gerald Smith believes he would have 
experienced much less trouble if he 
knew 1 0 years ago what he knows 
today. He advises, "Anyone over 40 
who endeavors to go into any athletic 
activity , running or whatever, should 
go through a physical examination 
every year to check his blood 
pressure, check his heartbeat . He 
should also take a stress test, because 
that's a good indicator if you need an 
angiogram, which seem to be more 
prevalent in people over 40. If I was a 
wealthy man , I would get on a soapbox 
all over the ::;ountry and just talk about 
it . 
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" There are doctors completely against 
stress testing. They think it 's 
dangerous . There are doctors 
completely against the angiogram for 
the same reason. There are doctors 
against the coronary bypass . But all I 
know is that I'm not experiencing that 
angina anymore . There supposedly is 
no definite data that a coronary bypass 
prolongs life . There is no way to prove 
that I'm going to live longer than if I had 
not been operated on, but I feel safe. I 
feel as though my blood is going all the 
way through my circulatory system 
and into my heart . 
" There is a fellow who works for me in 
the next office who is 47, three years 
my senior. He had a coronary shortly 
after I did. He has ;, completely 
opposite life pattern. He does nothing 
athletically. He is extremely heavy . He 
drinks . Who's to say who is going to 
live longer? " 
"Right now , I am living a better life than 
I ever did before . I have complete 
confidence in my physical being . If 
something is going to happen , it 's 
going to happen , but I don 't think it 
would happen as much because of the 
surgery . What slows me down now is 
the fact that I'm 43 and I would start to 
slow down because of that anyway ." 
Presuma bly , the coronary bypas s 
operation is the first step toward what 
might in coming centuries become a 
"Six-Million Dollar Man. " Perhaps in 

some future med ica l era, artificial 
arteries can be dev ised as 
replacemen ts for our actual coronary 
arteries , rather than using saphenous 
veins , which are in limited supply. 
Perh aps in some future era, we will 
have art ificial hearts. We already have 
artificial pacemakers . 
In the meantime , the Gerald Smiths of 
the world must learn to cope with their 
heart conditions , living life from one 
day to the next, hoping that the 
inevitable can be postponed . Jerry 
Smith comes off the racquetball court 
covered with sweat , a smile on his face , 
hoping that he can return to play one 
more time, then another time, then 
another time . He plays the game five 
days a week. He is very good at the 
game. He plays racquetball as though 
each game was his last, squeezi ng 
every drop of enjoyment he can out of 
life . Perhaps that is the way we should 
all play the game of life . 
But there is no magic in the coronary 
bypass operation. Jerry knows it and is 
taking medication to lower his 
cholesterol level. He has reduced it 
from the 400s into the 300s. He is mor e 
careful with his diet now than before . 



But Dr . Silv er says , "Jerry Smith is 
probably not your id eal patient ." He 
follows orde rs grudging ly . 
Several we eks after watching Jerry 
Smith demolish his partner in a gam e of 
racquetb all, I spoke with Joan Ullyot , 
M.D., a San Franci sco physi cian 
involved in sports medicine . Her 
husband is a cardiov ascular surg eon 
and performs coron ary bypass 
operation s. He also has done a study 
on patient mort a lity whi ch seem s to 
support the theory that , indeed , 
coron ary bypa sses do extend life 
rather than merely improv e it. 
··A coronary bypass op eration doesn 't 
cure you ." Joan Ulloyt said. "It simply 
g ives you another chance to do things 

better the second time around. The 
same diseas e is go ing to attack the 
substi tute vessels unless you change 
your life styl e. It 's an opp ortunity . You 
wreck one se t of arteries, so you have 
another set that are goo d for a coup le 
more years. If you don 't chang e, they, 
too, will clog up . It gives you a chance 
to stop sm oking , start exerc ising , 
chang e your diet, ch ange the stress 
leve l, wha tever contr ibut ed to the 
clog -up the firs t time." 
Joan described go ing to a party and 
mee ting a you ng man on wh om her 
husband had operat ed onl y a few 
mo nths before. The youn g man, 28 
yea rs old, sat at the party smo king a 
ciga ret. 
Joan asked him, 'D idn 't they tell you at 
the hospi tal that smoking was bad for 
co ronary patie nts? " 
"Yeah," sa id the youn g ma n, ·-aut I 
figure, easy come, easy go .·· 
Joan was app alled: " If you stop 
smoking , you 'll have a bette r chance. " 

The yo ung man attemp ted a smil e: "I 
have a cholesterol leve l of 450, 
anyway. I might as well enjoy life while 
I can." 
Joan Ullyot suspects that, coronary 
bypa ss or not, she may not see that 
ind ividua l at many future part ies . 
''Obvio usly ,·· she sa id , "his vessels are 
not go ing to last him very long . If he 
lives to age 30 , He's lucky ... 
And I thought about Gera ld Smith, a 
vict im of his ow n Type A personality , 
still wo rk ing follow ing his coronary 
bypass, in his two jobs as commod ity 
trader - life insu rance broker. When I 
first visi ted him in his office, I star ted to 
give my name to the rece pt ion ist, but 
Jerry was sitt ing nearby ta lking to on e 
of his staff members and he spott ed me 
first. "Two seconds." he said. ··Two 
seconds ." He held up two fingers to 
indi cate how soon he would see me . 
And he was sitting on the edge of his 
cha ir. • 
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Racqu etball Camp: 
To Go or 
Not To Go? 
Jeanne B. Clark is a free-lance writer 
and graduate student in Librarianship 
at the University of Washi ngton . 
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You say you like racquetball, Boobie, 
and you need a vacation, too? You say 
you want to improv e your game, but 
you don 't know whether it rates a trip to 
San Diego? You say you want to watch 
and learn from the pros, but you can 't 
imagine them relating to you r level of 
play? Well then, racquetballers, the 
Atlas Racquetball Camp may just have 
the answer for you . 
Th e four-day racquetball camp is 
offered by National Racquetball Clinic , 
a gro up of top U.S. professionals in the 
field , in conjunction with the Atlas 
Health Club , San Diego 's most 
exc lusive racquetball club and one of 
the finest facilities in the country. The 
concep t of the clinic is to communicate 
through profession al lecture, 
instruction and supervised play, 
correc t fundam entals c,; the game in 
order to equip each participant to reach 
maximum perform ance level. 
As a racquetball enthusi ast of abo ut a 
year, I attend ed the April 1977 session , 
one of four offered eac h year 
(February, November, April and July) . 
In reaching a decision about whether to 
attend the camp I honestly had 
reservat ions about such a camp. At my 
present leve l of play wa s I ready for 
such a camp? Of what valu e would the 
clinic be in terms of my game ? Would 
the exper ience be worth the 
comm itm ent of tim e and money? By 
writin g thi s artic le I hop e to provide 
insight into what goes on at an Atlas 
Racquetb all Camp, in order to assist 
the reade r in maki ng a simil ar decision . 

Freebies 
A strong selling point of the clin ic is its 
location in sunny San Diego . As a 
former San Diegan- now Seattlelite , I 
know how wa rm and versatile San 
Diego is in terms of ente rtainment: its 
great outdoor life on the water and 
beaches , its world-renowned zoo and 
historic Old Town, its fine Sports Arena 
and its myriad restaurants . In 
appropr iate seasons one can charter a 
boat to sai l or fish, dr ive eas t to see the 
desert in bloom or go south to Tijuan a 
and jai-alai. This seaport city, 
discovered by Portugues e explorer 
Juan Cabrillo in 1542, is rich in histo ry 
and scenic beau ty. 
The At las Racquetball Camp is offered 
as a package which includes : four 
nights lodging (which can be extended 
prio r to or fo llowi ng the clinic) at the 
Atlas Hotel 's Mission Valley Inn , 
located on Hote l Circ le; tickets to Sea 
World and the San Diego Wild Anima l 
Park; an equipment package of a 
Leach racquet of your choice, a Leach 
equipment bag , a shirt, and Steve 
Keeley 's book, The Complet e Book of 
Racquetball ; 20 hours of professiona l 
racquetbal l instruction ; tournament 
cocktails and banquet. I was happy to 
find Keeley's book so hum orous and 
readable . It is a most comprehensiv e 
text on the sport - covering history, 
rules and techniqu es. I was especia lly 
pleased with the free Leach racqu et: 
the lighter, fiberg lass "Li tt le Bandid o" 
has added power to my gam e. 
Wh en off the court, the Miss ion Vall ey 
Inn provides lots to do for relaxa tion : 
the 10-acre complex has two 
swimming pools, a jacuzzi, a 24-hou r 



coffee shop, bottle shop and restaurant 
with entertainmen t. It is centrally 
located to theatres, restaurants, 
shopping centers and especially 
convenient for clinic sessions : our 
room was just a couple of flights of 
stairs away from the AHC . 
The pros and staff of the National 
Racquetball Clinic really make an effort 
to see that clinic members have fun as 
well as learn. Instruction is informative 
but very relaxed and instructors tell you 
the way it is, whether it's why you 're 
doing something wrong or how they 
develop strategy for professional play . 
Camp member s and pros have various 
backgrounds , but the common interest 
and enthusiasm for racquetball result 
in some fine, fun times on and off the 
court . 
Facilities And Staff 
As stated , the four-day , five -hour 
sessions {10 a.m.-12 p.m.; 2 p.m.-5 
p.m.) take place in the Atlas Health 
Club's impressive facilities . The 
modern , mosque -like structur e houses 
seven racquetball /handball courts (two 
with glass back walls), a gallery , 
therapy pool, steam room , separate 
saunas , exerci se rooms and mas sage 
rooms for men and women , c lub 
lounge , snack bar , pro shop, barb er 
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shop , game room and videotape 
system ; club grounds include a 
25-meter , 3-lane lap pool, a jogging 
track , vo lleyball court ans· six lighted 
tennis courts (one with gallery) . 
Into-this plush setting introduc e as 
instructors National Racquetball Clinic 
members , some of the top profess ional 
players in the field today : Charlie 
Brumfield , five-t ime national 
champ ion ; Shannon Wr ight , 
currently nat ional wom en 's champion , 
Davey Bledso e, 1977 national champ 
and Rich Wagner , ranked in the top 
four or five players in the world . OthP.r 
instructor /players are involv ed with the 
camp as professional competition 
schedules permit and include Steve 
Sero! , Steve Keeley , and Marty Hoga n. 
Such a combination of modern faci lities 
and qualified staff establis hed 
credibility about the camp's serious 
purpose : to teach racq uetball. 

Age nda And Teach ing Techniques 
The clinic opened with the introduction 
of At las Hea lth Club Manager Ken 
David son, National Racquetball Cl inic 
Coordinator John Weave r, and 
instructor /players Brumfield , Wright, 
Bledsoe and Wagn er. After an 

Cllnic members executing dally warm-up 
and flexib ility drills . 

introduction of camp participants, 
some traveling from as far as 
Pennsylvania, Michigan and 
Washington , we toured the AHC 
facilities - and they are lovely. 
An effective aspect of the instruction 
agenda from a learning standpoint was 
its logical organization . By focusing 
upon one aspect of the game through 
lecture , example and then practice, I 
was able to pick up new information 
and see it executed properly, then have 
a chance to use it on the court. Specific 
lectures on equipment, warm -up 
exercises, basic strokes and strategy 
were accompanied by audio-visual 
techniques and professional exhibition 
matches . Participants ' forehand and 
backhand strokes were videotaped , 
reviewed by the pros and discussed 
with each part icipant. Twenty-five 
people atte nded the April session . 
Two-thirds that number would have 
prov ided a more ideal 
student-to-inst ructor ratio . Lecture to 
court time was about 40/60 . The four 
days of instruc tion were wrapped up 
with a camp tournament and banquet. 
The lecture on racquetball equipme nt 
was particular ly useful. Have you ever 
wondered: what is the most 
appropriate clothing to wear for 
racquetball? What kind of shoe is 
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safest and wears best? What types of 
racquets are there and which is best for 
you? What about racquet flexibility and 
string tension? Which glove is best -
or wear one at all? What is the 
difference in racquetb alls on the 
market? What is the proper grip and 
why? Some of these th ings I had never 
thought about. Now I have the 
information to make an educated 
dec ision about equipment in terms of 
my own needs . 
I knew about stretching before playing, 
but warming up before stretching? This 
is another logical, but until the camp , 
never-before -thought-ab out-
phenomenon, a piece of information 
gained . We were shown the proper 
kinds of "flexibility drills " and how best 
to perform them. Bob Anderson 's book , 
Stretching, details further handball / 
racquetball /tennis stretching exercises. 
"But I thought I was doing it right!" the 
lectures on the forehand and backhand 
either confirmed or denied for camp 
members, their proper or improper grip 
and stroke. Although trying, this 
lecture /exercise defined the 
importance of getting the basic strokes 
down, and then allowed us to execute 
the stroke under professional 
supervision . It was at this point that 
each person 's forehand and backhand 
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Auth or with free Leach racquet and five-time 
national champ Charlie Brumfield . 

was videotaped. Demonstration films 
of proper execution of each stroke and 
strategy would have complemented 
the se lectures beautifully . 
I learned that the forehand and 
backhand actually become the build ing 
blocks of the game : a sound basic 
stroke develops power , consistency 
and smoothness . The important facts 
communicated here are that there is a 
correct grip, swing , stance and point of 
contact which compose a correct 
stroke. Changing to a lighter racquet 
and being able to see strokes executed 
by good players helped tremendo _usly 
in getting a feel for the stroke as 1t 
should be performed . At will I can now 
replay the strokes in my mind as 
demonstrated by the instructors as a 
review aid on my own court . I am 
beginning to recogn ize a good stroke 
from a poor one , knowing why it's a 
winner or a l,..,ser. 
Both the offensive and defensive 
strategy lectures were sources of a 
great deal of new information relative to 
future game improvement. Anyone 
who has the discipline to shoot 1000 
ceiling balls a day and is five-t ime 
national champ probably has 
worthwh ile strategy expertise to relate , 
wh ich he did through these lectures 
(Brumfield). The importance of the 
serve as an offensive tool, various 
kinds of serves and their de livery , the 
nece ssity for a variety of serves and 
shots, return of service and types of 
game-play for types of opponents, 
were all valuable points to acquir e and 
utilize later . I believe my thinking about 
forming strokes and placing shots, my 
mov eme nt on the court, has all 
improve d due to these lectures . 

Benefits 
To summar ize, I found the benefits of 
this particular racquetball camp to be 
two-fo ld: I acquired sound informatio n 
about fundamenta l techn iques of the 
game and I witnessed a different 
physical and psychological approach 
to how the game is played than I had 
ever seen before. 
Throug h profess ional explanati on of 
what is involved in the make-up of a 
stroke or the logic behind court 
positioning , I now better understand 
how and why I should do what when 
playing racquetball. Perhap s equally 
valuable is th is new sense of 
" looseness " I picked up from watch ing 
profess ional racquetball being played . 
Compared to the average hacker , the 
pros are incredibly fast - retrieving the 
impossible - as well as accurate and 
powerful on kill shots . Yet at the same 
time there is someth ing else 
happening: the execut ion of shots is 
definitely relaxed , postio ning 
remarkable fluid. The game becomes a 
smooth , loose exercise , a beautiful 
combination of energy and contro l, 
which must be seen to be ass imilated . 
Through their relaxed and support ive 
teach ing, by showing the ir friendshi p 
and "humanness, " the pros and staff at 
the National Racquetb all Clinic 
succee ded in creating an atmosph ere 
which is conduc ive to learning , 
remembering and improving, 
regardless of indiv idual leve l of play. 
From one who 's been there , the At las 
Racquetball Camp of April 1977 was 
not only fun, but worthwh ile: my game 's 
been tell ing me so . • 



FEATURE 

Brumfield Takes 2nd in 
World Racquets 
Championships 
Racquetball official Tom Rogan pose s with compet itors m World Racquets Championshi p , held May 
23 at Homowack Lodge, Spring Glen, N. Y. in the Sullivan County Catskills, and telecast by CBS on 
May 29 . Left to right, Bjorn Borg, tennis ; Flemming Delfs, badm inton; Rogan ; Charles Brumfield , 
racquetball; Dan Seemiller , table tennis; and Sharif Khan, squash . Khan won the event . 

Rosulls : 
Squash (Seml•llnals): Brumheld d Seem,llcr 15·5 . Borg d Dolls 
15·9 . (Finals) : Brumhold d Borg 15•4 

Badm inton (Seml •llnals) : Borg d Brumheld l 5-3 ; Khan d 
Soem,ller 15·2 (Fi nal s) : Khan d Bruml,old 15·8 . 

Racquolbalf (Seml-llnals) : Khan d Delfs 21•2 ; Borg d 
Secm,llor 21·14 (Finals) : Khan d Seom,:ter 21 •6. 

Tonnls (Soml-llnals): Delfs d. Brumf ield 6· 1. Khan d Seom,ller 
6·1 (Flnals) : Khan d Dolls 6·0 
Table Tennis (Semi-finals) : Borg d Brumfield 21 · 11, Khan d 
Dolls 21•5 . (Fina ls ): Borg d. Khan 21·18 

Former National Champion Charlie 
Brumfield captured second place in the 
first annual World Racquets 
Champ ionships May 23 in Spring Glen, 
New York . The winner was world 
squash champion Sharif Khan . 
The competition , in which the 
champions of five racquet sports 
(racquetball , tenni s, badmi nton , table 
tennis and squash) played the four 
sports not their own, was televised 
nationally by CBS-TV . 
Khan, a 32-year-old nat ive of Pakistan, 
now residing in Toronto won three of 
the four events in which he competed, 
collecting 27 points, far outdistancing 
Brumfield and tennis star Bjorn Borg, 
who tied with 11 . 

Brumfield was awarded second place 
over Borg because he defeated the 
Wimbledon winner in two of the three 
events in which they met. 
Khan received $15,000 for his victory, 
Brumfield $6,500 and Borg $5,000 in 
addition to his $25,000 appearance 
fee. 
Also competing were Flemming Delfs, 
of Denmark, the world Badminton till ist 
and Dan Seemiller, of Pittsburgh, the 
U.S. Table Tennis champion. They 
scored three points each and sha red 
$4,250. 
Brumfield won the squash competition, 
in which Khan was ineligible, and Borg 
won the table tennis . 
The tournament was spon sored by 
V1talis. 
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FEATURE 

Hogan's 142 Mph 
Leads Seamco 
Ball Test 

Hogan vs . .the Seamco radar gun. 
Racquetbafl's hardest hitter at 142 m.p .h. 
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Marty Hogan went up against a radar 
gun this past April, a radar gun 
provided by the Seamco Sporting 
Goods Company, the official ball 
manufacturer for both the U.S. 
Racquetball Association and National 
Racquetball Club. 
Hogan , who along with a dozen other 
professional players , tested a number 
of Seamco balls , as that firm cont inues 
to seek out player in-put in the 
evolution of a superior product. 
What Hogan did confirmed 
everybody's feelings and then some . 
The 19-year-o ld numb er one ranked 

professional blasted the ball 142 miles 
per hour, by far the hardest of anybody 
tested. 
"The next hardest was 106 m.p .h., " 
said Chuc k Leve , the U.S.R .A.'s 
national d irector who watched the 
testing. " We all knew Marty could hit, 
but 142 is amazing ." 
And many who watched Marty and the 
radar gun are convinced the you ngster 
really didn 't give it his best shot. He was 
tested just prior to his championshi p 
match with Char lie Brum field (97 
m.p.h.) , and many thought he held 
back. 



-
Char/le Brumfield Jibes with the Seamco tester . 
The Brum couldn 't break the 
100 m.p .h. barrier . 

-Photos by Lawrence Mackie 

The testing procedure was monitored 
by Seamco personnel including 
president Al Mackie and nation al sa les 
manager Bob Coate . Also on hand 
were vice president of finance Fred 
Buchholz, William Birdson, director of 
quality control, and regional sales 
manager Art Orloski. 
Additionally, a statt of expe rts from 
Georgia Tech University, head ed by 
Dr. John T . Berry conducted the 
testing. 
" We can conduc t laboratory tests all 
day, " said Coate to the group of 
testers. ''But what coun ts is how the 
balls perform in play." 

Kathy Williams discusses the testing 
procedure with an Interviewe r. 
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~w E PUT IT ALL ~ 
TOGETHER 

FOR YOU 

Are You Building New Squash, Handball, Racquetball and 
Paddleball Courts? Revamping or Repairing Your Old Ones? 

NEVER A FAILURE! 
OUR P-62 HI-DENSITY LAMINATED PLASTIC PANEL SYSTEM 

COMES WITH OUR FAMOUS DOUBLE GUARANTEE! 
LOWER MAINTENANCE COSTS 

No Cracking or Chipping and No Painting Ever. A 
Mild Soap and Water Cleaning is All That is Ever 

Needed. No Wall Sweating. 

rl 70l'4t Pada9e 1tud.l 
For Further Details Call or Write: 

WORLD COURTS,INC. 
554 MAIN STREET, DEPT. NR 
S. WEYMOUTH, MASS. 02190 

L--- __ __.© Phone (617) 337-0082 

PRODUCT OF//" 

U.S. /I 
GYPSUM 

FIBER ESIN 
PLASTI C S DIV. 



COURT CLUBS 

Computer Billing For 
Court Clubs 
The Racquetball /Handball industry 
has, over the years , grown 
progressively more and more complex 
and competitive , a development which 
often necess itates the utilization by the 
club of computerized management 
systems. These systems can provide 
thorough and more accessible 
information for the club while 
expediting and simplifying the 
bookkeeping procedures . The key 
word here is information ; concise , 
timely and accurate informat ion. We 
would like to focus the attention of this 
article on service bureaus who provide 
a broad spectrum of computerized 
services for the club , wh ile preclud ing 
the necessity of extra bookkeeping 
personnel. 
Depending on the informational and 
managerial needs of the indiv idua l 
clubs and the specif ic service bureau 
chosen , a computerized approach can 
be utilized for any size club at any 
period of development or operation . A 
primary area of club bookkeeping that 
lends itself to computerization is 
accounts receivab le management. 
Certainly clubs can choose to 
automate general ledger, P & L, 
payables , payroll , and inventory 
control. In the interest of simplicity , we 
are going to lim it our discussion in this 
article to computerized accounts 
receivable management. 
Accounts Receivable 
There are a myriad of service bureaus 
nationwide that offer accounts 
receivable services . There are , 
however , on ly a few who offer 
"specialized " services specifically 
designed for racquetba ll/handball 
accounts receivable management. 
In light of the fact that it would be 
impossib le in the time and space 
alloted to deal with every approach and 
nuance, we will discuss one approach , 
Racquetball CHARGE Systems with 
PCB (permanent court-time 
billing) /offered by the Louis Zahn Data 
Service Corp . who specialize in 
racquet sports accounting 

management, and in our opinion offers 
the best systems we have seen for the 
clubs . 
Both the Racquetball CHARGE 
Systems / PCB " batch card " approach 
and the "To tal Electronic 
Administrative Management " 
approach utilizing a point of sale 
electronic register prov ide the club with 
court scheduling reports , and handle 
league , membership billings , and 
renewals as well as all other accounts 
receivable needs. 
At this juncture it might be worthwhile 
for purposes of clarification to briefly 
define the "batch card " system and the 
point of sale electron ic register 
(terminal) approach. With the "batch 
card " approach , one copy of the sales 
ticke t is sent to the service bureau for 
process ing . With the register approach 
the service bureau processes from the 
internal paper journal tape generated 
from the register. 
Starting 
At the outset , the club provides the 
service bureau with a list of all 
members (billing heads) who have 
charge privi leges with the club. This list 
is keypunched and verified and 
returned to the club for ultimate 
approval. Once the approved name 
lists are returned , the service bureau 
generates optional plastic member 
cards. These cards are kept in the club 
alphabetically in a standard Rolodex 
file . The plas tic cards are compatible 
with a 3-part trans action form and an 
Addressograph imprinter . The 
transaction tickets are universa l in 
function . Any bookkeep ing transaction 
is hand led by the transaction tickets , be 
it charge , cash, credit, payment or 
adjustment , merely by Xing the 
appropriate box on the ticket. The 
plastic cards maintained at the desk 
level prov ide security for the clubs and 
their members , while eliminating 
transpos itional and other input errors , 
defin itely associated with manual or 
pegboard systems . 

Some clubs prefer a member held card 
which takes into account promot ional 
priorities . However , the internal cards 
are recommended as they are less 
costly and do not necessitate 
expiration or loss considerat ions . In 
that they are internal, they are 
inexpens ive. Paper cards can also be 
substituted and information hand 
written. Since the terminal approach 
bypasses writing up sales tickets, the 
plastic cards are replaced with 
computer generated paper Rolodex 
cards reflecting membe r ID, phone 
number , type of membership, 
permanent court time and past due 
balance information . 
Day To Day Ope rations 
When your member com es into the 
club to purchase court time, lessons , 
pro shop items, etc. , the plastic card 
and 3-part transaction form is used . 
The staff member Xes a charge box on 
the ticket, init ials the appopriate area 
for internal control , and codes or 
describes the purchase . The process is 
quite simple. The top copy will be filed 
at the end of the day . The middle copy 
is given to the member as a receipt. 
The third is sent to the service bureau 
weekly . Preferably , the member has 
been asked to sign the ticket! For those 
clubs who wish to utilize their own sa les 
slips, the procedure is similar . The 
service bureau can also use your sales 
slip to keypunch from. For those c lubs 
wishing to utilize point of sale electronic 
registers , the service bureau , as 
indicated, will keypunch from the paper 
transaction journal tapes produced by 
the register . Furthermore, the service 
bure au w ill thoroughly assist you in 
cho ice of register and impleme ntation . 
With the register format total cash and 
charge accountability is provided . All 
transactions are electronically 
record ed with an account receipt 
genera ted by the regis ter . Backup 
register documentation of all 
trans actions is instant ly generated for 
office use, as are trans action summary 
listings for expeditious day 's end 
balancing. 
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Through program control and register 
guided entry, information is entered 
into the register accurately and simply 
by all personnel, with minimal training . 
Separate register totals (dollars and 
units) are provided for a// sales 
classifications at any time. A security 
code control is employed by the 
machine to prevent unauthorized 
access to confidential information. 
The club may lease the electronic 
register from the service bureau . They 
are then given the option of upgrading 
equipment, if they should ever feel it 
necessary due to technological 
advancements in this area . 
End Of Day 
At day 's end , or the morning of the 
following day if it proves more 
convenient , the bookkeeping person 
files the top copy of the 3-part form 
numerically by account number or 
alphabetically, if so desired . The hard 
third copies are separated by type of 
transaction (charge , payment , credit , 
etc .) . An adding machine tape is run on 
the final ticket totals and wrapped 
around the batch . The batch totals are 
posted to a control sheet which is kept 
by the club. The batch of tickets are 
mailed ta the Data Center weekly in 
custom corrugated shipping boxes to 
insure security , safety and timely 
delivery. If the club has chosen a point 
of sale register format , it is not 
necessary to have this batching 
process as all information is picked up 
from the paper journal register tape. 
Once the service bureau receives the 
club activity, the rest of the process is 
automated. In-club work is minimal as 
opposed to a more time consuming 
manual approach such as a pegboard 
ledger system . 
At the Service Bureau 
The service bureau submits the tickets 
or journal tape to th€ir keypunch 
department personnel where they are 
keypunched and then keypunch 
verified . They are then fed to the 
computer where totals are generated . 
If there are any discrepancies between 
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the computer totals and the club 
entries, the batches are submitted to 
the control area where any errors are 
corrected by the service bureau. 
An arithmetic check is also provided for 
those tickets that have been added 
incorrectly by the club , checks and 
balances unavailable with manual 
systems. Once the control work and 
balancing have been completed , the 
service bureau then generates 
descriptive statements (at monthly 
billing time). Most service bureaus do 
not perform these auditing and 
balancing functions . The club must 
ultimately corre ct their own erro rs, 
which means extra work at the club 
level. 
The statements are stutted into a 
statement envelope electronically and 
optically scanned for accurate 
insertion . This service bureau 
electronically combines a customized 
computer-imprinted payment card 
pre-addressed to the club and a return 
payment envelope for the members ' 
convenience . This is a definite plus of 
the computerized approach . Most 
other service bureaus have a 
perforated statement for payment 
remittal with no return envelope . At this 
~oint , the hard signed proof of 
purchase copies of the 3-part ticket can 
also be electronically combined with 
the statement and payment card to 
substantiate the descriptive entr ies on 
the statement , for those clubs using the 
batch system . If the club has any 
stutters , such as newletters or fliers 
these too are inserted into the 
statement mailer . 
Now, with the advantages of 
computerization , the statements have 
been expeditiously mailed soon after 
date of receipt. Most serv ice bureaus 
have the clubs do the ir own mailing . A 
mailing service would prove a valuable 
option in the interest of time and 
accuracy . The burdensome in-club 

manual task of stuffing and posting 
associated with manual systems is 
eliminated by the automated proces s. 
Informational Reports For The Club 
In advance of the arrival of the 
statemen t mailers to the members , the 
club receives their computer reports . 
These reports certainly differ from one 
service bureau to another . As stated 
initially , the follow ing applies to one 
specific service bureau format : 
The first report is a Name List produced 
in triplicate and constantly updated . 
This report tells the club which 
membe rs currently have charge 
privileges with them. The Name Lists , 
are formatted alphabetically with 
member name and type of 
~embership , address , city and state , 
zip code and phone number. This 
p~rticular service bureau additionally 
gives the club the capability of 
individualiz ing each member 's 
account. A given member can be 
automatically exempted from serv ice 
charges , dunning messages and 
mailing . The Name List also gives this 
detail by member. An additional new 
member report is also provided. 
Certa inly one of the most important 
informational reports is the Account 
Aging Analysis. Th is one is 
color-coded and alphabetically or 
numerically lists all members who owe 
money or have a credit balance . The 
club has instan taneous access to th is 
valuable information. The Account 
Aging Analys is shows how much is 
owed, what port ion is current , 30-60-90 
days past due, and if it should occur 
how much over 90 days. The club ca~ 
easily see when and how much the 
member last paid and what his 
year-to-date purchases have been . 
Additionally, this report indicat es wh en 
the member last used the club 's 
services. This report is of ultim ate 
importance and eliminate s the 
laborious search through pegboard 
manual ledger sheets . 
At the bottom of the report are totals 
and percentages by aging category 



(total , current, 30-60-90 days and over 
90) . For example , a club with 72% of its 
money in total and current is obviously 
doing better from a collection 
standpoint than a club with 4 7% in total 
and current. Problem areas are 
therefore flagged to the advantage of 
the club. 
A supplemental " Hot Sheet " Aging 
Report can also be obta ined . This 
isolates late pay members for added 
convenience and control. (i.e. 60 days 
and over or 60 & 90 days and over) . 
In addition to the Name Lists and Ag ing 
Analysis , the club receives a Business 
Analysis Report. Th is is a categorical 
breakdown of the club 's sales , 
reflecting charges and cash. The club 
selects the categories it want s 
evaluated , such as membership sa les, 
court-time sales. pro shop purch ases, 
lessons , guest fees, bar & lounge 
sales , etc. A club can see how many 
units of racquets were sold less 
returns , net sales and average unit 
price . This information is almost 
impossible to obtain with manual 
systems. 
The club will finally receive a bound 
booklet of duplicate s of all statements 
generated. Included is an accounting 
recap page , ind icating balance 
forward, sales , payments , credits, 
adjustments , balance due , etc. An 
additional page tells the club how many 
s!atements were exempted from 
mailing by category, such as -0-
balances , credit balances , balances 
under $1 .00, and 90 days and over . 
These choices are predetermined by 
each club and automatically handled 
by the service bureau . 
Members who were late payers had a 
reminder mes sage auto matically 
printed on the statement at club 
selected intervals . Informational or 
promotional messages were also 
printed on the statements by the 
computer. 

Specialized Reports: 
As we stated at the outse t of the article 
there are some specialized court ' 
scheduling reports that are made 
available to the clubs . For those of you 
who bill permanent court-time, the 
follow ing may be of interest. 
Permanent Court -time Billing is a 
universal headache, but fortunately 
there is a tremendous overlap in 
requirements that lends itse lf to 
specialized computerization . Most 
clubs have a season of predetermined 
durat ion (34 weeks approximately) and 
bill permanent court-time twice . 
Although this is common , the 
automated permanent court-time 
billing program and reports we will 
explore are flexible enough to be 
compatible with any format. The 
company we have been discussing 
offers an automated permanent 
court -time billing format , which 
bypasses mathematical involv ement 
on the club level. The club does not 
have to calculate how much each 
member owes , based on what port ion 
of the court- time he or she will pay . 
Furthermor e, the club can do away with 
the " captain system " of billing one 
person for the who le court-time, due to 
the automation process . Th is is 
certainly a promotional plus in that one 
member does not functio n as a 
collection agent as with manual 
pegbo ard approache s. 
For the sake of simplicity again, let us 
take a look at a typical permane nt 
court-time billing . The club has a 34 
wee k contractual season and bills 
court -time in Octob er and Janu ary. The 
serv ice bureau will calculate the 
corre ct dollar figures, by memb er, and 
integrate them into the October and 
Janu ary statement with the permanent 

time information . The member is told 
how much the total court-time is, what 
is his portion , and how much that is. 
The member is also told how m!3.ny 
weeks he is being billed for and when 
and how long he plays. Multiple times 
are also printed. The club receives 
court schedul ing reports by court and 
by day. Open time not pre-sold is 
flagged . 
A complete Permane nt Court- tim e 
Overv iew Report is also prov ided with 
detailed informatio n by member . 
These reports are supplied as proof 
reports in advance of the billing. Any 
club mistakes are flagged by the 
comp uter . Wh en the actual statements 
are mailed , the finalized reports are 
given. This is a def inite plus . There are 
inherent problems in the best manual 
approaches. In this case , the computer 
is checking the accuracy of input. As an 
adjunct to permanent time, the 
statements printed can also reflect 
league information . 
A monthly court schedu le can also be 
utilized as a desk level work sheet. The 
computer flags all comm itted 
court-time allowing the club to post the 
open time sales as they occur. 
Summary 
Clubs can certainly profit by utilizing 
certain specialized computerized 
approac hes. The controls and 
profe ssionalism can definitely aid the 
club and its members. When choosing 
a servi ce bureau, use the utmost 
cautio n. Choose a service bureau with 
an established record of excellence in 
the racquet sports /handball field . 
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BLUE ASH, OHIO 

Artist's render ing of the new Pat Maison's Racquetball /handba ll Fitness World, to be opening soon in the Cincinnati area. 
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Pat Matson's new 
Racquetball-Nautilus Club will offer a 
variety of individual and family oriented 
recreational and fitness activ ities not 
available elsewhere under one roof in 
Greater Cincinnat i. Included are fitness 
programs tailored for individual taste 
and in acco rdance with personal 
physical condition. 
Racquetball is the fastest growing 
racquet sport in Ame rica today . Men 
and women of all age groups find 
playing racquetball is fun and provides 
a really good means for year-round 
physica l activity. Racqu etball coupled 
with a time-proven Nautilus program 
provides a physical fitness pack age. 
The new Pat Matson Club will initially 
have 10 racquetball courts (also 

MASSILLON, OHIO 

Groundbreaking ceremonies took 
place May 12, on the first court club 
facility in the Canton, Ohio area . The 
Glove and Racquet will cater to fitness 
conscious adults with programs that 
include family activities . 
The Glove and Racquet will feature 10 
courts , four of which have glass back 
walls for tournament play, 18 lap to the 
mile running track , plus ample locker 
rooms housing saunas, steam rooms 
and jacuzzies. The 15,000 square feet 
facility will house a lower level lounge 
for viewing plus the upper level game 
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suitable for handball) . Area is available 
for six additional courts to be added at a 
later date . All courts will have 
glass-enclosed viewing decks . One 
special tourn ame nt court will have a 
glass front. Project ed tournaments will 
be played on this court . 
The club's maste r plan provides for 
development of other act ivities , such 
as jogging, deck tennis and swi mming. 
A well-planned Naut ilus Program and 
enjoyable racquetball play provide 
means to quickly reach a good physical 
fitness level , and maintain it. 
Pat Maison 's new club will be much 
more than just a place to work out in. In 
addition to com plete men 's and 

room and pub area . The traditional pro 
shop will stock top line equipment and 
apparel promoting the Glove and 
Racquet Club. 
Partners in the $150 ,000 venture are 
Charles and Walter Parks. and Jerry 
Anderson. All three partners 
expressed the need to provide a social 
facility that makes fitness a year round 
enjoyable task. The club will meet the 
growing demand for racque tball plus 
help develop junior programs for 
handball hopefuls . 
Oak es construction acted as the 

women 's locker facil ities , the club will 
have: 
o A lounge and snack bar 
o Card and business lounges 
o Saunas 
0 Sun booths 
o Whirlpool 
o Pro shop 
Charter membership applications for 
Pat Matson 's Racquetball and Nautilus 
Fitness Club are now being accepted . 
The membership fees for a 
Racquetball-Nautilus Membership or a 
Racquetball Membership are 
surprisingly reasonable . Call 851-8600 
for complete details . 

general con tractor and the firm of 
Mallalieu, Ross, Roberts and Do ll 
des igned the building from sketche s 
provided by the general partners. 
Projected grand opening will be 
September 15 with a kickoff party for all 
charter members . 
For membership and club 
reciprocation information write : The 
Glove and Racquet, 3855 Wales Rd . 
N.W ., Massillon, Oh io 44646 . 



VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA 

The Center Courts , a 16,500 square 
foot racquetball and handball sports 
complex, is under construction at 8141 
Orion Avenue, Van Nuys, one block 
east of Roscoe and the San Diego 
Freeway . 
Upon completion in July , The Center 
Courts will feature 12 regulation 
air-conditioned racquetball-handball 
courts, four of which will be glass 
exhibition courts , a lounge with 
backgammon and other games , 
complete pro shop with equipment for 
rent or sale, men's and women 's locker 

rooms with saunas, childrens play area 
and an outdoor coed jacuzzi. 
Introductory membersh ip fees have 
been set at $18 for individuals and $24 
for families for the balance of 1977. An 
hourly court rental fee also will be 
charged . Members may reserve court 
time up to 7 days in advance. Hours 
open to the publ ic will be 6:30 a.m. to 
11 :00 p.m . Monday through Friday, 
and 8:00 a.m. to 8 :30 p.m. weekends . 
Permanent court time reservations , 
assuring a court at the same time each 

week for a 26 week period will also be 
available . 
Both individual and group lessons will 
be given and a special women's round 
robin will be held every Thursday 
morning. 
Members joining the Center Courts, 
Van Nuys , will also have full member 
privileges at The Center Courts, West 
L.A. , which has 11 courts, located at 
11866 La Grange Avenue , West L.A. 
For more information , call (213) · 
826-6648 . 

I •""' '.'-' ~' J ----~-..a - / 
Center c;; urts owners Gary Gullette , on the left, and Mike McClelland show the new Center Courts complex under construct ion at 8141 Orion, Van Nuys, 
to Van Nuys' Honorary Mayor , Claire Courtney, and Miss Van Nuys , Ronna Roi/Ins. 

PRO SHOPS- STORES-YM CA'S 
o BUY AT WHOLESALE FACTORY PRICES FOR • Leach O Seamco Champion 
o DELIVERY FROM STOCK O ON TIME 
SEAMCO 

# 559 
o All R acquc tbJ/1 Equ,pmo ,11 /11 

Stock For l mmcdiJtl' Dclivury 

o For A Co,nplete Listing Of teems 
and Prices Write For Our 40 
Page Who/es,,lc Full-Color 
CotJlog. 
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1 do z. Quan ll lY 
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CHAMPION 610 
RACQUETBALL 
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As Low As S3.25 Ea . 

• PHONE 312/282 · 8060 
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GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 

The Riverview Racquet Club located at 
4940 Plainfield Avenue, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan is Western Michigan's 
newest and finest tennis-racquetball 
and fitness center . This $1 .2 million 
dollar facility will open in September of 
this year. Riverview Racquet Club will 
provide complete exercise, recreation , 
and sports for both men and women in 
an atmosphere of luxury. A great place 
for a before-work game of tennis or 
racquetball, lunch -time workout in the 
exercise and weightroom , or a moment 
of relaxation in the sauna or whirlpool. 
Riverview Racquet Club incorporates a 
total program of recreation and 
physical fitness . 
The club facility provides 10 regulation 
racquetball, handball , and paddleball 
courts and six "elasta -turf " tennis 
courts . The club has been designed 
with large spectator areas for tennis 
and racquetball viewing . Not on ly is a 
gallery and ground-level viewing 
available , but in addition the club has 
two glassed back walls for lounge and 
tournament viewing of racquetball. 
Air-conditioned racquetball courts, 
lounge , and locker areas provide for 
year around comfort and enjoyment. 
The new club has been designed with a 
spacious exercise and weight room 
complete with a Universal weight 
machine. In addiition , an exercise room 
exclusively for women has been 
included in the women 's locker room . 
Each spacious , carpeted locker room 
is composed of individual, private 

shower stalls and separate 
Scandinavian saunas and whirlpool 
baths. Each locker room will be 
equipped with personal groom ing aids 
for one 's convenience . 
Many extra features , providing a total 
environment of comfort , re laxation , 
and sociability, have been inc luded in 
the special design of this new facility . 
Some of the extra features include a 
television view ing area , and 
convenient game areas. A deluxe 
kitchenette facility is available for group 
parties . For business , personal, and 
church groups a conference-meeting 
room is available for members ' use . 
For the convenience of the members of 
the club , a large, professiona lly staffed , 
well-equipped nursery is provided for 
children . A large Pro Shop, with a 
complete line of equipment and 
sportswear, is an additiona l asset to 
the club . Professiona l serv ice from 
tennis and racquetba ll experts , 
exercise instructor s, and a totally 
competent and comm itted staff w ill 
inevitably make Riverview Racquet 
Club a new dimens ion in the concept of 
recreat ion . 
The club will prov ide profess ional 
tennis-racquetball lesson s on both a 
private and group basis . Special 
events for members as well as 
tournaments and exhibit ion match es 
will be a regular part of the club 
programming . For its members ' 
convenience , the club will be open 365 
days a year. 

; 

Artists rendering of the Riverview Racquet Club, the first combination tennis-racquetball fac/1/ty 
In the Grand Rapids, Michigan area. 

68 JULY 

SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 

A new factor in the Midwest racquetball 
facilities picture is Court Players Club , 
Inc., Southf ield, Mich . - and it will 
eventually be a national factor . 
By the end of this yea r - less than 15 
months after it opened its first club -
Court Playe rs expects to be the largest 
group operation in racquetbal l. It will 
have a minimum of 11 c lubs in six 
outstate Michigan cities and three in 
Oh io. Its total of 125· courts will be 
double the largest known present 
group . 
By the end of 1978 , it expects to have a 
minimum of 22 clubs in several 
Midwest states and Florida , with a total 
of at least 290 courts . 
Longer -term, Court Players plans to 
expand nationw ide . Its ultimate goal , 
says chairm an Craig Hall . is to becom e 
''the McDonald 's of racquetbal l." 
Membership in any Court Player s club 
will command gue st privilege s at any 
oth er club in the chain. 
Th e first two Court Players clubs have 
enjoyed immed iate huge accept ance . 
Th e Ann Arbor club which opened 
October 15, 1976 , had 200 0 full-paid 
members and over 70 per cent court 
usage five mo nths later. Th e 
Kal amazoo club , whi ch op ened 
February 12, 1977, ach ieved thos e 
numbers in less than eight we eks. 
Th e oth er clubs building this year 
include one more in Kalam azo o, two in 
Lansing, and one each in Belle vi lle , 
Flint and Saginaw - all in Michigan -
and at least one each in Cleveland, 
Dayton and Canton , Oh io. 
The basic club design was developed 
from an attitude survey of Ann 
Arbo r-are a residents . Thi s include s 
separate saunas in men 's and 
women 's locker rooms ; ex tra-large 
day-nurser y fac ilities , glass-walle d 
courts , luxury touch es in the wom en's 
locker room and fac ilities for private 



parties . Other facilities in the Court 
Players module include weight and 
exercise rooms , whirlpools, lounges, 
refreshment areas and pro shops . The 
number of courts ranges from 10 to 15. 
In operation , the clubs provide 
permanent court time , lessons , 
ladders , leagues and club and private 
parties to accommodate players of all 
ages and abilities. The nursery is 
staffed by college students with an 
education major . 
Complete information and literature 
about all clubs now operating or 
opening this year may be obtained 
from Gil Schmitt, Court Players Club 
Corporation , 11550 Beckley Road, 
# 103, Belleville, Mich . 48111 . Phone 
(313) 697-6600 . 
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HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIFORNIA 

A reception for members and invited 
guests formally opened Racquetfun, 
Inc., a luxurious new private 
racquetball club in Huntington Beach 
recently. 

GLASS WALL on Racquetfun, Inc . court allow s sp ectators to v,ew otner players close-up. According 
to manager Mel Amerman, players gain confidence by seeing that more expenenced players 
techniques are not too far out of reach of even a novice. Here Bryan Hardw ick warms up for a match 
while spectators watch through the transparent wall. 

The three-quarters of a million dollar 
facility has 10 air condit ioned 
racquetball courts, a spacious lounge 
and a fully-staffed child care center 
with indoor and outdoor play areas for 
youngsters through seven years of 
age. 
The already highly successful club has 
more than 1300 members and 
applications are still coming in at a 
rapid rate . New members are presently 
being accepted on a provisional basis 
only to assure that facilities remain 
uncrowded . Court time is usually 
available even at noon time weekdays 
when courts at other clubs are often 
unavailable . Racquetfun intends to 
keep memberships in numbers that 
permit nearly full-time access to co~rts. 
Members of the private club may 
participate in many active programs 
including clinics, tournaments and 
league play . Private and group 
instruction is available . 
"Families can play racquetball 
together because it's so easy to learn , " 
says George (Bud) Godfrey , head of 
Racquetfun , Inc . "The age, sex or 
athletic skill of a player makes little 
differenca in the enjoyment of the 
sport. " . 
The modest membership fee allows a 
family unlimited play and use of all the 
other clubhouse activities . Mothers 
may play racquetball during the day 
while their children are supervised in 
the play areas . 

The first of what will be a series of 
private clubs , the Huntington Beach 
Racquetfun , Inc. is managed by Mel 
Amerman , a long time 
racquetball /handball player and 
official. 
"This is a beautiful club ," says 
Amerman. ·'tt has the atmosphere of 
an exclusive club and , because 
membership is limited , at no time has it 
been overcrowded . 
"One of the 10 courts is glass-walled 
for viewing games from the spectator 
lounge . It 's a real confidence-maker 
for fledgling player s as it provides 
them an opportunity to compare their 
skill to others and often, unlike tennis, 
beginners quickly find they can 

Since 1872 - Manufacturers of 
The Finest in Hard Maple Floors 
Specializing in Sport s Floor Construction 

Contact us for Engineering Data and 
Specifications on our "'Lay t ite .. 

Court Floor System 
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Racquetb al l - Handba ll - Squash 

~R';!~~£?,~ 
WAUSAU, WISCONSIN 544111 
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compete with players having much 
more experience ." 
The carpeted locker rooms include 
saunas and whirlpool baths, overnight 
laundry serv ice and rental lockers . 
There is a refreshment stand near the 
spectator lounge. 
Located at Brookhurst Avenue and 
Ham ilton Street , Racquetfun , Inc. is 
open Monday through Friday from 6 
a.m. to midnight, from 8 a.m . to 11 p.m. 
on Saturday and 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. on 
Sunday. Individual memberships are 
from $50 , and Fam ily memberships 
from $65. There are no monthly dues . 
Additional information on Racquetfun , 
Inc. may be obta ined by calling (714) 
963-0864 . 



ORLANDO, FLORIDA 

The Racquet Ball , Orlando , Florida , now under construct/on . 

THE RACQUET BALL, Orlando 's first 
and Florida 's finest racquetball and 
fitness club for men and women , will be 
located near 1-4 and Lee Road on 
Adanson Street in Orlando . 
Construction was begun on the new 
facility Apr il 4 , with completion 
expected this summer. 
THE RACQUET BALL is entered 
through an open atrium area that is 
abundantly landscaped with lush 
greenery and bright flowers , into a 
two-story reception lobby . The feeli ng 
of space and color is carried 
throughout the entire club . 
A richly appointed social lounge 
complete with game tables, theatre TV 
system and a health food bar affo rds 
members the luxury of total relaxation 
within a warm environment to share 
with friends for an enjoyable time day 
or evening . 
THE RACQUET BALL is a 20,000 
square foot facility containing eight 
racquetball /handball courts , a 
glass-walled exhibition court with a 
viewing gallery , a pro shop, and 
individual health spas, and sepa rate 
conditioning facilities for both men and 
women . The separate conditioning 
facilities will include the finest exce rise 
equipment available designed to 
improve all aspects of physical 
conditioning and physical 
development. Spa facilities include 
steam room s, saunas, therapy pool s, 
showers and richly appointed locke r 
and dressing rooms . 

A physical fitness expert will be 
available to help plan and design 
conditioning programs that are 
compatible with each member 's 
phys ical condition , personal endur-
ance and stamina . 
Bob Burke of Lewis & Burke 
Associates , one of Orlando's leading 
architects and the designer of the Club , 
traveled extensive ly throughout the 
West and Southwest tour ing 
sports -rela ted facilities including 
luxurious golf and tennis clubs . Lewis & 
Burke have designed THE RACQUET 
BALL to be the ultimate Club 
environment for a racqu etba ll and 
fitness club . 
"Many clubs of this typ e are stark and 
unfriendly ," stated Tom Lewis. "We 
have designed THE RACQUET BALL 
facilities with an abundance of interior 
landscaping , lighting , colorful 
exercise and conditioning rooms and 
other rich interior appo intments, 
including super graphics and views of 
tournament courts and plush 
carpeting in lounges and locker 
rooms ," continued Lewis. 
Spec ial programs for women are being 
developed at TH E RACQUET BALL 
des igned for figure refining and control, 
flexibility and general coordination and 
fitness . A fully supervised children 's 
play area will also be available. 
The developers, Duke Burris and Pete 
Hegener, have been building and 
developing single family homes and 
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condominiums in Orlando since 1973 . 
"We are building THE RACQUET 
BALL large enough to meet the 
demand in Orlando, " said Burris, "and 
are expanding the Club to inclu de 
exercise and conditioning facilities 
and a luxurious club house to give 
members a well-rounded Club that 
can be enjoyed on a frequent basis, " 
said Burris. There is a significant socia l 
aspect of sport clubs not usually 
assoc iated with racquetball c lubs . Men 
and women in the community who want 
their social activities to stem from 
healthy sport-related events such as 
tennis , will find the same spirit and 
atmosphere at THE RACQUET BALL 
without the high price and social 
demands of joining . 
For information about joining THE 
RACQUET BALL call (305) 862-5989. 
THE RACQUET BALL offers individual 
and family memberships as well as 
corporate and group membership 
programs. Family memberships are 
$350.000 with monthly dues of$35.00. 
Individual members hips are $225.00 
with monthly dues of $25.0 0 and 
corporate member ship fees are 
$450 .00 with monthly dues of $25 .00 . 
There are no court fees. A limited 
number of pre-opening membershi ps 
are available at a substantial discou nt. 
Club hours will be as follows: Monday 
through Thursday, 7 a.m. to 10 p.m .; 
Friday and Saturday from 7 a.m. to 12 
p.m.: and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 
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FALLS CHURCH, VIRGtNIA 

The Skyline Racquet and Health Club , 
(see rendering) now under 
construction in Skyline City at Bailey's 
Crossroads Uust 4 miles south of 
Washington, D.C.) and scheduled to 
open for play this fall, will be one of the 
largest racquetball/tennis facilities in 
the area. The unique club, one of the 
few facilities in the entire country 
located on top of a complete shopping 
center, will also be one of the only clubs 
in the Washington area to combine a 
racquet club with a fully equipped, 
professionally run health club and 
indoor pool. Charter memberships and 
court time are now being sold, and 
initial response to the membership 
drive has been very enthusiastic . 
Two types of memberships are 
available : Racquet Club membership, 
and total Racquet and Health club 
membership. 
Racquet Club membership will otter 
seven indoor tennis courts and four 
racquetball/handball courts with glass 
back walls for viewing. There will be 
extra space (17 ft.) between tennis 
courts, and skylights to brighten the 
courts during the day . There will be 
extensive lesson and clinic programs 
for both tennis and racquetball. A 
special classroom will include both 
movie and videotape equipment. 
There will be a private viewing lounge 
for the racquetball/handball courts and 
a large party lounge which includes a 
fully equipped kitchen and serving bar 
which can be divided into two separate 
party rooms . Men's and women 's 
locker rooms will have saunas , steam 
rooms, sun rooms and masseurs and 
masseuses on duty . There will also be 
a supervised nursery, free of charge , 
and a pro shop-boutique . 
Total Racquet and Health club 
membership will include all of the 
above Racquet Club facilities, plus a 
supervised equipment room and a 
large exercise hall. Members will be 
ottered a variety of classes, including 
slimnastics, yoga , exercise , and 

72 JULY 

modern dancing. There will be a 
25-meter, year round indoor pool and a 
large whirlpool. Special social events 
will also be offered. 
Prices for the Racquet Club and total 
Racquet Club and Health Club 
memberships are very competitive with 
other clubs in the Washington area . 

Membersh ips and court times are 
being sold now in the Racquet and 
Health Club sales office in Skyline City. 
A three -dimensional scale model of the 
Racquet and Health Club is on display 
in the sales office. The office is open 
everyday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Phone 
703-820 -4100 . 

THE FAST EST 
GROWI NG BUSINESS 
INT ERNA TI ONALLY . .. 
Handball/Racquetball Court Clubs 
One-Day Regional Seminars Covering All 
Aspects Of This Tremendously 
Viable Enterprise 

Now available-Needed "Tools" 
New Seminar 

Report Booklet - $10 D 
40-Minute Tape Cassette-

Feasibility of Court Clubs 
-$10 D 

July 23 - Sea ttl e 
Sea ttle Downtow n 
Hilton Hotel 

July 30 - Phil ade lphi a 
Air port Hilton 

Sept. 1 ?-Bos ton 
Oct. 8- Atl anta 
Oct. 29 - Phoen ix 
Nov. 12 - Dallas 
Dec . 3- Los A ngeles 

F~rther details, mail to: 

31 2 272- 4508 

Mort Leve , Exec utiv e D irect o r, 
Court Club Ente rpri ses 
360 Par k Driv e, Northbr ook , IL 600 62 



FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 

Key p eop le at the Supr eme Courts Sport Center in Ft. Lauderd ale, Florida are (I. to r.): Barry Gelber , owner ; Steve L.ubarsky, general manager ; Sabra 
Hadaway , director of membership serv ices; John Hadaway , manager . 

The Supreme Court Sports Center has 
purchased the Ft. Laude rdale Handb all 
& Racquet ball Club and majo r reno-
vation and construction is presently 
under way . 
The goal of th is club , as with all 
Supreme Court s, states own er Barry 
Gelber "will be to pr ovide our 
memb ers with the finest poss ibl e total 
club ." We will accomplish this goal in a 

Speci al 1 Day Seminar 
Conduct ed by Court Club 
Enterpris es, Augu st 27th at 
Steamboat Sprin gs, Colorado's 
famou s Storm Meadows Athletic 
Club. For full details contact : Mort 
Leve, Court Club Enterprises, 
360 Park Dr., Northbrook , IL 
60062 or ca ll 312-272-4508 . 

' ' .... 

' ... 
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three-fold program : ( 1) provide a 
friendly, respons ive and professional 
staff (2) offe r the finest ame nities and 
membershi p serv ices and (3) limit the 
size of the membership so as to 
provid e amp le court ava ilability to all 
members. 
The club wi ll offer nine regulation 
courts, separate Mens and Womens 
locker rooms wi th whirlpoo l, rock 
sauna, steam room a complete snack 
bar and pro-shop, a staffed nursery, 
two exercise rooms with modern 
weight training ewuipment and three 
separate lounge areas for viewing the 
four glass-walled courts. 
The manageme nt positions recently 
announced are Steve Lubarsky -
Genera l Manager, John Hadaway -
Manager, and Sabra Hadaway -
Director of Membership Services . 

,, 

_ 1 

The charter membership program is 
currently in full swing , with six of the 
courts presently in operation . Lubarsky 
states "We are presently offering one 
of the finest and most varied 
membership programs in the country . 
Our members may (1) chose a 
progr am tailored to their individual 
needs , (2) may attend professional 
clinics and receive private lessons free 
of charge. All of this is being offered at 
low charter rates. 
For member ship informat ion, please 
contact The Supreme Court Sports 
Center, 5065 N. E. 13 Ave ., Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL. 33334 or call (305) 
491-2255 . 
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CINCINNATI, OHIO 

The final plans for the construction of a 
racquetball/handball club in North 
College Hill were released by Glenn B. 
Jeffers, Jr ., Community Builders , a 
Cincinnati -based real estate 
development company . The new 
facility, to be named Wallbangers , (see 
rendering) will be located on Goodman 
Avenue , near the intersection of 
Hamilton Avenue and Galbra ith Road, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45224. 
Plans include construction of ten 
racquetball/handball courts, lounge, 
snack bar, locker and sauna facilities , 
as well as a pro-shop , and nursery. 
Four of the courts will feature full glass 
back walls facing the lounge area, 
providing spectators with the unique 
opportunity to observe play on these 
courts . 
The construction of the building will be 
tot al pre-cast, with a brick front. The 

entrance wi ll be highlighted with a 40 
foot bronze curtain wall. The interio r 
decor is being designed by Greiwe 
Group Ill, Cincinnati 's outstanding 
interior designer. The four glass back 
walled courts will be the first installation 
of glass courts in Cincinnati. 
Construct ion of the club will begin the 

Sorry We 
Forgot You 

Below is an addi tiona l list of racquetball 
facilities that we unintentio nally 
ommitted from the Directory of Court 
Clubs published in the March issue . 

Superior Courts of Manchester 
90 Taylor St. 

The Supreme Court R.B. Club 
1130 Alberni St. 
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Manchester, CT 06040 
Court House East 
2655 29th St. 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49508 
Sports 'n Health 
1020 Old Country Rd. 
Westbury, NY 11590 
Courts Royal 
4 700 Thal bro St. 
Richmond, VA 23230 
Courts Royal North 
11650 Nebel St. 
Rockville, MD 20852 

Vancouver, B.C. , Canada 
Tom Young Spas & Court Club 
2250 Wyoming N.E. 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
Charleston Heights R.B. Club 
740 S. Dacatur Blvd . 
Las Vegas, NV 89107 
Racquet World 
U.S. Hwy. 9 
Lakewood, NJ 08701 
Olympia Health Club 
8701 Highway 59 T 
Fort Smith, AR 7290 1 

If we have omitted your club from our 
Directory, please drop us a line so we 
can publish the c lub's name and 
address for all the racquetball world to 
see. That's National Racquetball, 
4101 Dempster St., Skokie, IL 60076 . 

--
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first part of June, with complet ion 
schedules for sometime in early fall of 
this year. Information concerning 
membership can be obtained by calling 
Debo rah Gehres, Membership 
Director , Community Builders, at (513) 
563-4050. 

Off The Wall Racquetball 
3100 Indus trial Blvd . 
Bethel Park, PA 15102 
West Shore Health Club 
107 St. Johns Rd. 
Camp Hill, PA 17011 
The Club House 
Box 128 
Ketchum, ID 83340 
The Courthouse 
7211 Colon ial 
Boise, ID 83705 
Idaho Falls Racquet club 
1710 E. 16th St. 
Idaho Falls, ID 83401 



To play in top form you need to be in top condi tion . And 
when it comes to physical conditioning, the best racquet-
ball player s in the world are no different than champion 
athlete s in other sport s who rely on Universal Gym Equip-
ment to achieve the optimum in developing streng th, 
speed and endurance . 
The proo f o f Un iver sa l' s superiori ty 
can be found in the training facili-
ties of thousands of college. un iver-
si ty and profes sio nal teams . And in 
hundreds of health clu bs, tenni s 
and racquetball clubs as well as 
companies in business and indus try 
throughout the nation . 
We could tell you abou t endorse-
ments from sports greats like Bill 
Russell, John McKay, George Allen , 
Barry Switzer , La rry Csonka, Nolan 
Ryan , Reggi e Jackson and others . 

But we'd rather show you how your club ca n provide as 
many as six teen different exercise stat ions that can be 
used by sixteen people all at the same time, in only 300 
squa re feet of space i When your clu b has more to _offer, 
it stands out from all the res t. A Universal physica l fitness 

cen ter includes a condi tioning pro -
gram for every member of the family. 
Get more out of racquetball by putting 
more into ii. 
Call or write today for a free facili-
ties design and a cos t es timate of a 
Universal fitness center for your club. 

GYM EQUIPMENT 
17352 Von Karman Ave , 
Irvin e. Ca 927 14 • (714) 751-2820 
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THE WORLD 'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF PHYSICAL CONDITIONING SYSTEMS 
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Revolutionary Invention 'HAWK-EYE' Great, New RB Aid 
HAWK -EYE, a new elec-
tronic monitoring device that 
can be installed in all types of 
racquetball courts, is the 
latest invention to hit the rac -
quetball scene. 
Developed by two San Ber-
nardino { California) rac -
quetballers, Neal Gilbert and 
Manny Berz, HAWK -EYE 
will detect skip balls , short 
serves and foot faults elec -
tronically, thereby greatly re-
ducing player-player argu -
ments and player -refere e 
disagreements. 
"HA WK-EYE works te rrifi-
cally," said Chuck Leve , na -
tional director of the U.S. 
Racquetball Association, 
which has granted its ap -
proval to the system . "This is 
the most important and ben -
eficial development that we 
have seen in products in a 
long time." 
HAWK-EYE is marketed 
under the company nam e of 
Sports Electronic Equip -
ment. Essentially it is a series 
of light beams that when 
broken cause a light or buz-
zer to go on, alerting the 
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players , fans and referee that 
a violation has been commit-
ted . 
The system can monitor skip 
balls near the front wall, 
probably the most difficult 
refereeing call in racquetball. 

The field of view is four 
inches from the front wall 
out. In the event the ball 
strikes the floor prior to the 
front wall (skips in) , the light 
or buzzer goes off and the call 
is made with no degree of 
controversy . 
If the ball strikes the front wall 
first (kill shot) , it breaks the 
circuit and no light or buzzer 
will be alerted . 
' 'I've dreamt of a unit that 
could do this," said Leve, 
who is also the head referee 
for the N.R.C .' s professional 
tour . "Once this unit is in-
stalled nation-wide it will 
tremendously upgrade the 
level of refereeing across the 
country ." 
HAWK-EYE also monitor s 
the serv ice line for foot faults, 
- if a player steps over the line 
the light beam is broken and 
the players are alerted . 
On she rt serv es , HA WK-
EYE only monitors the actu al 
short line, with its light or 
buzzer going on when the 
served ball lands on any por-
tion of the short line. 

"The short line section will 
prove to be important ," said 
Leve , who participated in an 
unveiling of HA WK-EYE at 
the Riverside , Californ ia 
Racquetball / Handball Club 
in May. "Those difficult to 
call crack serves will be called 
correctly every time now ." 
Craig McCoy, top rank e d 
professional and one of 
HAWK-EYE's early tester s 
feels the most dramatic reac -
tion to HAWK-EYE will be 
due to the foot fault monitor-
ing. 
"Just abou t every top player 
foot faul ts," said McC oy , 
who plead ed guilty to the of-
fense . "Tha t's not a bad re-
flection on ref erees , because 
their total conc entration is on 
the serve. It's often impo ssi-
ble to watch a serv ers feet 
and the ball at the sam e time. 
"Now with HA WK-EYE , 
players will have to watch 
their foo twork and in some 
cases actually change ~heir 
serve. Th ey won' t be able to 
indiscriminatel y b last th e 
drive serve. " 



Jack Kendler To Join USRA 
USHA President Bob Ken-
dler has announced the addi-
tion of a new member to the 
busy racquetball staff. Jack 
Kendler, son of prexy Bob, 
will assist in all phases of rac-
quetball administration, and 
will aid the handball adminis-
trators also . 
"I don't consider this a case 
of nepotism," stated Kendler 
at the announcement, "be-
cause the tremendous 
growth of the court sports has 

Gilbert and Berz are a couple 
of average players, attended 
the National Champ ionships 
in San Diego in 1976, their 
initial introduction to top 
level racquetball . They left 
the tournament impressed 
with the play and sympathe -
tic to the plight of referees. 
"We went away thinking , 
'There must be some way to 
electronically monitor the 
court to help the ref,' " said 
Berz. "We just weren 't sure 
how to do it. " 
Gilbert , an electronics expert 

Indicator Unit 

made the addition of new 
staff people mandatory . Jack 
will be a troubleshooter 
around the office, lending a 
hand wherever it is needed , 
until he learns the business 
inside and out ." 
Jack is no stranger to the 
Skokie offices , having 
worked for many years in 
Kendler's Community 
Builders enterprises. He has 
a sound knowledge of all 
phases of business, and 

then began investigating the 
possibilities, and working 
closely with Leve at U.S.R.A. 
headquarters, the system 
was finally devised . 
"It was a long year of trial and 
change, trial and change," 
said Gilbert, "but it was 
worth it. We've got HAWK-
EYE to the point that it can-
not make a mistake ." 
The system is adaptable to 
any method of court con-
struction, whether concrete 
block, tilt-up concrete or 
panels . It can be put into 

should be especially valuable 
in the business end of rac-
quetball. 
"I'm really looking forward 
to the challenge of this new 
assignment," said Jack. "OJ 
course, I've been around the 
court sports all my life, and 
have grown to love them al-
most as much as my father ." 
Now that's a real recom-
mendation! 

existing courts or in new in-
stallations. 
"I'd like to see the day where 
every tournament uses 
HAWK-EYE, " said Leve. "I 
thir1k it's that good." 
For further information re-
garding HA WK-EYE, con-
tact Sports Electronic 
Equipment, P.O. Box 5863, 
San Bernardino, California 
92412 or call (714) 889-
6744 . 

Classified 

COURT TESTED LIGHTING LAYOUTS 

I MORRIS KURTZON.INC. 
• •10 Soul~ I• - • A.enllf 
(ft 1(d{)O 111~, 60608 
ltH!P~Olle 131111111111 

Shockproof and Impact 
Resistant Fixtures 

JOINT VENTURE 
PARTNER WANTED 
Chicago area club owner 
seeks operating manage-
ment group for partnership. 
Club has 8 indoor tennis, 
four racquetball, 8 outdoor 
tennis, outdoor swimming, 
and all other ammenities for 
high grade recreational cen-
ter. Located in magnificent 
wooded suburban site. Call 
312 -634 -0800. 

HEAD H.B. 
PRO WANTED 
Pro desired for fall, 1977 . 
Must be experienced In 
teaching, clinics and pro-
gramming for very large In-
door facility in western Pa. 
Send information to B. En-
gel, 1 Racquet Lane, Mon-
roeville, PA 15146 . 

"RACQUETBALL-
SQUASH LOC. 
Hicksville, N . Y. 
23,000 sq . ft. busn. land adj. 
town parking . Sale/Lease or 
build to suit. GENIE ASSOC 
516/433-4340. 

CLUB CHAIN 
SEEKS MANAGER 
Racquetball International, 
fastest growing chain of court 
clubs in the country, seeks an 
individual experienced in all 
facets of court club manage-
ment for assistant manager 
job in its newest facility which 
will open soon in the Boston 
area. Successful applicant 
will be promoted to manager 
position within one year. 
Send resume to Stan 
Dubitsky, Box 1005, Dear-
born, Ml 48121. 
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R.B. Marathon Record Set ... 
When Jeff Hetherington and 
Hans Sacre played 60 con-
secutive hours of racquetball 
recently, they did more than 
set a new Guiness World 
Record. They also raised 
$1500 for the local Easter 
Seals chapter, from sponsors 
who pledged as much as 
$5 .00 an hour for every hour 
they played. Racquetball en-
trepreneur, Ken Gromacki , 
offers congratul ation s and 
delivers the largest contribu -
tion on behalf of Tamar ack , 
the new super court club 
scheduled for a mid-1977 
construction start in Sac -
rament o , Calif o rni a. 
Hetherington 's and Sacr e's 
record setting marathon was 
played on the courts of the 
Sacram ento H andb all and 
Racquetb all Club . 

Jeff Heth eringto n (1.) and Han s Sacr e accept congratulation s from Ke n Gromacki with a check fo r the 
Easter S eals f o r their world record racquetball marath on. 

Unfortunately for them , the 
record only lasted four days 
(see below) . 

r 

. . . An d Bro ke n 4 ila ys Late r! 
World record s are " Tig er breaks each ho ur , H o ld en 
Bill " Hold en's racket. emerg ed in relatively goo d 
Or more preci sely , racqu et. 
Holden , of Canog a Park , 
California rega ined th e 
world 's marathon racqu et-
ball record April 24 playing a 
total of 60 hour s and 20 min -
utes . 
He broke the pr evious record 
of 60 hours set four days ear-
lier by two racquetball en-
thusiasts in Sacram ent o 
California . 
In the course of the record 
stint , Holden played 39 diff-
erent opJ.,on ents in 182 
games, winning 163 of them . 
Opponents paid $2 an hour 
to play against Holden, with 
all proceeds going to the 
March of Dim es' work to 
prevent , treat and cur e birth 
defects . 

co nd iti o n . H e refu sed the 
2 -minut e br ea ks b etw ee n 
games :allow ed in marath on 
comp eti tion. 
Foo t probl ems caused by a 
new -d esign a thletic shoe 
grat ed away the bott om of 
Hold en's feet. Fro m app rox -
imately his 25th hour on, he 
wa s for ced to play in old 
snea kers and socks w hich 
wer e seeping with bl oo d. 
Ho lden did nothin g special to 
prepar e for th e ev ent . " / 
didn 't change any of my reg-
ular hab it.s," he said . " / just 
mad e sure I maintain ed my 
three balan ced m eals a day ." 
Holden s wif e, Judy , and two 
childr en, Billy , 2½ and Mar -
garet , 7, kept a daytim e vigil 
at the Warner Cent er Rac-
quet Club in Wo odland Hill s, 

After more than 60 hours of wher e the marathon record 
play , with only 5 -minut e wa s set. 
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"I th ink he 's crazy for trying 
to go so man y hour s, " Mrs . 
Holden said , "but! thin k he's 
wond erful for trying to help 
the March of Dimes ." 

l 

"Tiger Bill" Holden show s the 
f onn that asiain pu ts him o n top 
of rhe racquetball mararhon wo rld. 

Ho lden 's first oppon ent was 
KGIL radi o's " Sw eet Dick " 
Whittingt o n . Aft er los in g 
3-2 1 and 8-21 to Holden , 
Whittingt on promis ed him , 
"If yo u stop f'II tell the wo rld 
you stopp ed ." 
H olden ' s second opp onent 
wa s Rob Scribn er of the Lo s 
Ang eles Ram s, an exce llent 
all -around athl ete , w ho 
em erg ed win ded and 
ex hausted after an hour o f 
play. 
H olden hadn ' t even began 
perspiring at thi s point. 
H o lde n , who set th e fi rst 
world marathon racqu etball 
record in 1975 at 40 hours 
and 19 minu tes, doe s not 
pl an an y futur e reco rd at -
tempt s. 
H e'd like to settle down and 
ow n his own racqu etball clu b 
instead . 



INVESTIGATE 
Racquetball club 

franchi ses 
NOW 

availabl e 

o In -dept h 
fin a ncia l 
in form a ti on , 
proj ec tion 
and studies, 
h elp fu l in sec uring 
fin anc ing 

0 Th e Don Corye ll R ac quetb a ll 
C lub des ign, layo u t and o nstru c ti o n p lans 

° Combined purchasing power ca pa bil it i es and adva nt age 
0 Men 's conditioning, reducing, and weight tra ini ng faci li ties 
0 Separate women 's con di tio ning and re ducing facilities 
0 Manag em ent training a nd superv isio n 

Don Coryell , head coach 
of the St . Louis Football 

Cardinals, is off e ring a 
compl et e Racquetball 

Club Franchi se 
through Don C o ry ell 's 

Ra c quetball 
Franch is e s , Inc . 

Th e Franchise provides 
the int e rest e d 

inv e s tor 
w it h: 

0 T h e grant i ng o f a Fra nc hi se w i thin a defined geograph ic area for a term of yea rs 
0 M eth ods of operation a nd inv ent ory co ntr o l 
0 T h e use of ce rt a in valuab le trad e names, service marks and tra d emark 
0 Bookk eepi ng a nd accounting 
0 Manu a ls covering busin ess pra ti ces an d pol ic ies 
0 New slett er informin g th e F ra nchis ee of c urr ent tr end s and develop m ent 
0 Adv er ti sin g a nd promotional techniques 
0 Per iodic m a nage r sup erv ision at franchisor's discretion 

Th e Don Coryell Racquetball Franchise provides the racquetball club 
own er with an operational system th at begins with financing and 
continues thru the day-to-day operation of one of the fastest grow ing sports businesses in the country. 

Call or write Charles A. Lewi s or Joe Gibbs ot 11520 St. Chor/es Rock Rd., St. Lo ui s, Missouri 
63044, (314) 739-0417. 



winning racqaelbal l 

Arthur Shay 
with Chu c!< Leve 

hens ivc illustrated 
A co mpr~ how to advance 

guide. show ing ·ng competi tor 
from begi nner to v11nni 

Foreword by Robert W. Kendler, President , United States 
Racquetball Association 

Arthur Shay with Chuck Leve 

Winning Racquetball is intended fo r 
beg in ning players seeking shortcuts to 
racquetball competence as well as those 
who have achieved the competence re-
quired to enter local club tournaments 
and last at leas t a round or two . 

Building o n the basics, Shay and Leve 
cover such areas as the mental attitudes 
required to win tournaments ; how to get 
in to supe rshape for racquetball ; how to 
use your limitatio ns (fatigue , for exam ple / 
as advantages; and how to play against 
someone who is try ing to out-psych you. 
There are winning suggestions for every 
department of play . 

Proven racquetball winners , such as 
Steve f\eeley, Steve Serot, Sue Carow, 
Kathy W i ll iams , Charlie Br umf ie ld , B il l 
Schm idtke, Ron Rubenstein, and racquet-
ball's 19-year-old superstar Mart y Hogan, 
are photographed in action and quoted 
throughout to illu strate the points made 
in the text. 

Winning Racquetball will lead the 
racquetball enthusiast to the level of com-
petence and beyond i nto tournament 
excel lence . 
Arthur Shay Is a form er Lif e and Time 
write r and Sports Illustrated photograph er. 
He is th e author -photographer of th irty -
one books . Chuck Leve is the author of 
Inside Racquetball and the National Dir ec-
tor and ed itor of National Racquetball 
magaz ine. the officia l publication of the 
United Stat es Racquetbal l Assoc iation and 
the National Racquetball Club , Inc . 

--------------------- --------~-- ------------------- - --
Please send me _ __ copy(ies) of WINNING RACQUETBALL at $4 .95 each plus 
50C postage and handling for each book ordered . Illinois residents kindly add 5% 
sales tax ; California residents please add 6% sales tax . NO CASH OR C.O.0 .'s 
accepted-please send check . 

NAME _____ ___ _ _______________________ _ 

ADDRESS _____________ __ __________ _ 

CITY ____________ STATE ________ _..._IP ____ _ 

Henry Regnery Company Publishers l80N or1hMic higon Avenue,C hicogo, lll1no 1s60601 
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Th is new rectangular design is 

construc ted with a nylon and 
fiberg lass core with a 

graph ite finish for extra 
power and strength . 

Tournament nylon str ings 
and genuine cow hide 

T 

grip are featured on 
th e Graphylite. 
Gri p Size: 41/011

• 

Stock No. 28822 

Model CM150 

SPO LER 
The LARGEST legal size 

rac qu et has larger 
"sweet spot," yet is 

lightweigh t for better 
control, 265 gra ms . 

The Spoil er is strung at 
27-30 pounds with tournament 
nylon and fine quality 
cowh ide gr ip . St urdy deluxe 
vinyl cover is included. 
Grip Sizes : 4 1/a " , 4 1/,," and 
4 ½ ". Stock No. 28815 

Model CM100 

T E ~NFORCER 
Sp ec ially de sig ned extruded frame 

in a rectangular shape, total weight 255 grams. 
Black tournament nylon strings, a top gra de cowhide 

gr ip and durable vinyl cover make the Enforcer a pop ul ar 
choic e. Grip Sizes: 41/e " , 4 ¼" and 4 ½ ". Stock No. 28820 

Model CM110 



r 1B 
Comes in either red or blue anod ized aluminum frame, aluminum 
grommets, top quality nylon strings, raised sewn cowhide grip, and 
weighs less than 270 grams. Two Grip Sizes: 4 Ve " and 4 ¼ ". Stock No. 28823 

Model CM200 

~NDETTfl 
This mode l is EXT RA 
LIGHT , on ly 23 5g rams, 
in a teardrop desig n 
w ith a ny lon thro at 
piece . Oth er fea tur es 
are tourn ament nylo n 
strin gs and cow hide g ri p , 
as well as vinyl bump er g uard . 
Gr ip Sizes : 4 Ve " and 4 ¼ ". 

Stock No. 28824 Model CM220 

R 

0 ELCM300 
This popular style in teardrop design 

features aluminum extrusion and 
throat piece in natural finish, 

vinyl head guard, cross nylon 
strings, aluminum grommets, 

and composition rubber 
grip. Grip Sizes : 

4 1/e " and 4¼". 
Stock No. 28828 

Model CM300 

Idea l for 
wom en and 
beg inn ers (o n ly 
220 g rams) . 

New po we r- flex con struc tion , 
extr emely str ong and 
lightweight. Nylon str ings 
and durab le com pos ition 
rub be r g rip. Gri p Size: 41/e ". 
Stock No. 28835 

Mode l CM4 00 

. . --:•r;,:-,_--:7.r~~rr·r·~·. '. ·.· 
I • 1 ..._~ "\_~ .,., 'I 



28852 

Head Band - Absorbent elasticized 
cotton band , one size fits all. 
One per poly bag. Standard Pack 
12: 6 white, 6 red, white & blue. 
Stock No. 28858 
Wrist Bands - Absorbent, 
washable 2-ply elasticized cotton. 
One pair per poly bag . Standard 
Pack 12 pair : 6 white, 6 red, white 
& blue. 
Stock No. 28855 
Elbow Loe - Reinforced web 
bandage with adjustable velcro 
closure . One size fits all. Standard 
Pack 12: 6 while, 6 red, white 
& blue . 
Stock No. 28852 
Men's Cotton Racquetball Glove 
Absorbent dimpled rubber palm 
design with velcro closure. 
One size stretch fits all. Standard 
Pack 12, right hand only. 
Stock No. 28861 
Eyeglass Holder - Adjustable 
elastic band and metal slide . 
Standard Pack 12. 
Stock No. 28840 
Hand-Ori - Handy pocket bag 
keeps hands dry. Standard Pack 12. 
Stock No. 28849 

28861 

28858 

Official Seamco Racquetballs 
Approved balls by both the International 
Racquetball Association (IRA) and the 
United States Racquetball Associatio n 
(USRA). Made of natural rubber, 2¼ " 
diameter. Two balls per can . 
Standard Pack - 6 cans / 1 dozen . 
Seamco 558 Black Stock No. 288 
Seamco 559 Green Stock No. 2880 
Seamco 444 Official IRA Stock No. 2880 
Courtmaster Racquetball Accessory 
Countertop Self-Seller 
Self contained sturdy corrugated d ispla y 
contains the following assortment: 
# 28849 Hand-Dri 
# 28840 Eyeglass Holder 
# 28846 Pro Stick 
# 28843 Belt Towe l 10 
# 28858 Head Bands 14 
# 28855 Wrist Bands 1< 
Self-seller merchandise - Stock No. 28875 

.. 
-< 
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28840 

28843 

Pro Stick - Non-toxic, non-
irritating no-slip formula . Standard 
Pack 12. 
Stock No. 28846 

Belt Towel-Absorbent terry cloth AJ A'-17i with metal cl ip. Standard Pack 12. 
Stock No. 28843 

Call Toll Free 
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Do Lessons Help? 
Almost 65 per cent of the country's 
women racquetball players take 
private or group lessons, National 
Racquetball discovered in a survey 
made earlier this year . 
Often these lessons are starter 
clinics - a club's way of teaching 
the women basics and giving them a 
chance to meet other beginners. 
Clinics bring together four to 10 
novices who get some verbal tips 
from the pro, then break into smaller 
groups for a try at the game . 
As a woman plays longer , she signs 
up for private lessons . She wants a 
teacher who can help her rise from a 
C to a B to an A player. 
Some clubs try teaching tools to E 
move their students up the j 
proficiency scale. The Court House a 
in Chicago records lessons on video 
tape and plays them back to ! 
students. At Omni 41 in Schereville, 
Ind., students aim the ball at target 
boxes painted in blue, yellow and Nancy Hornack 
red on the walls of an instructional 
court. 
Does all of this help? Are dollars 
spent on lessons producing better 
women players? 
To find the answers we spoke to a 
woman in Florida who's a teaching 
pro and to six others who take 
lessons in Maine, Ohio, Missouri, 
Florida, Colorado and California . 
Here are our racquetball lesson 
reports. 

Pro Nancy Hornack, Ft. 
Lauderdare: Teaching Them 
Positive Thinking 
Nancy Hornack 's boyfriend , Ken 
Hendricks, is one of Florida 's top 
racquetball players. "He's a better 
player than I am, " the teaching pro 
at Ft. Lauderdale's Court rooms 
admits. 
"Still - I'm a better teacher. It's 
harder for Ken to teach beginners 
and intermediates because the 
game's so natural for him - he 
picked it up by playing with good 
players, not in lessons. He can't 
spot people's mistakes." 
Nancy thinks every good 
racquetball teacher can see errors 

and tell people how to correct them. 
"/ also praise as much as I can ," 
Nancy says , "because this is a 
game of positive thinking . I say 
'you 're doing great' whenever it 's 
true . But I have to know when to 
push, too. I can sense when I 
should get angry and remind the 
student 'you re not concentrating .' " 
When Nancy gives a lesson , she 
remembers those dozens of games 
she 's played in state , regional and 
national tournaments . She recalls 
how she had to concentrate, be 
aggressive and believe she was 
going to win. Nancy also remembers 
her own first lessons with Hugh 
Durham , Florida State Univers ity 
basketball coach and the state 's 
best seniors racquetball player . 
And she pulls out teaching tricks 
she's learned from other pros . "Like 
the way Kathy Williams has of 
getting people to feel how their 
bodies should move . In this 
exercise I get my student to stand 
with feet pointed to the side wall 
and arms up in the air . The routine 
starts with arms toward the back 
wall . As the student swings 
through, with arms ending up 
toward the front wall , the hips have 

swiveled around the way they 
should every time you hit the ball 
during a game. " 
No matter what her students are 
learning Nancy urges them to 
practice between lessons. She 
compares herself with her piano 
teacher who "always knew when I 
hadn't practiced. " 
Nancy 's enthused over talented 
players , like one of her current stars 
- an 11-year-old girl with "real 
potential ." But the pro is happy just 
promoting the game -getting more 
women into racquetball. 
"I consider myself an average 
athlete. But I've worked at 
improving my game . I like to 
convince other women they can 
become good players , too ." 

Peggy Connors , Hazelwood , 
Missouri: Breaking Bad Habits 
Peggy Connors , who 's 5 '4" , started 
playing racquetball with her 6 1 611

, 

250 pound husband , Jack . Jack was 
a competent player, so Peggy 
watched him closely . What he did , 
she tried to do. 
But Peggy 's version wouldn 't work . 
When she asked Hap Mather to 
observe her game , the teach ing pro 
at Spalding 's Hazelwood 
Racquetball Club in suburban St. 
Louis pinned down her prob lem . 
"He said I was going at the gam e as 
if I were 6 16 11

, 250 pounds and a 
weight -lifting physical fitness nu t 
like Jack , " Peggy says . Jack 's so 
tall, he needed to bend over to 
serve. When I bent over , I lost power 
- I couldn 't dr ive the ball . And 
Jack 's wrists are so strong , he 
snaps the racquet across the ball 
without even thinking about it. I 
wasn 't using my wrist . 
Unlearn ing bad habits was Peggy 's 
first goal when she asked Hap for 
twice-a-week lessons . Hap also 
worked with her on turning her body 
to the wall , get ting her racquet back 
and letting the ball drop . 
Now Peggy 's happier with her 
game . She tag s herse lf an 
advanced intermediate , has been 
winning more often and is "g iving 



-

Husband Jack observes Peggy Connors ' pre -lesson serve attempt . 

-Photos courtosy Sps ld1no Rsc quotbBII Club 

Pro Hap Mather straightens the serve out. 

the better players more 
comp etition. I'm winning more 
point s agai nst them. " 
Peggy gives Hap credit for her 
improv ed game . She considers him 
"one of the best teachers around. I 

V 

wanted to take lessons from him 
because he really cares about 
helping women develop their 
games. He's so organized when he 
teaches you, and he's always 
patient." 

Patti York, Falmouth, Maine: 
Lessons from Above 
Put yourself in pro Tom Jakes' 
place . 
There she was, the manager's wife, 
setting herself up in a back court, 
down there with a bucket of balls, 
hitting them against the front wall , 
running around , working hard -
and doing everyth ing wrong . 
Tom watched silently from above. 
Minutes went by. Should he step in 

Patti York 

and correc t her? He looked at her 
stiff knees . Her poor balance . Her 
bad posi tion . Her tennis stroke. Her 
grip! That did it. He shouted down : 
"Hey Patti, your grip is fat. Let me 
show you how to hold your 
racquet. " 
Married to Kevin York , manager of 
the Down East Court Club in 
Falmout h, Maine, and an assis tant 
manage r herself, Patti has taken an 
unconve ntional approach to 
lessons . 
Patti says her instruction has been 
mostly "Tommy calli ng corrections 
down to me." 
She changed her grip so she was 
hitting the ball squarely. The n she 
tried stroki ng with a ball under her 
arm so she'd have to use her wrist. 



Soon she was learning how to hit 
low, how to serve , how to make 
ceiling and defensive shots . 
"Until then I was too embarrassed 
to get on a court with other people . 
Once Tommy got my basic game in 
shape , I met different girls and 
starting getting matches together . 
At that point - when I started 
knowing what I didn 't know - I even 
asked Tommy to come down on the 
court and give me some playing 
lessons ." 
As Patti 's game improved, she 
watched the better players at the 
club . "I picked up strategy by 
seeing how the good players won 
tournaments . Then I imitated them ." 
It all worked . Less than a year after 
she first entered a court and with 
only one in-house tournament under 
her belt, Patti took the Maine 
women 's closed champ ionship. 
Tom Jakes, watching her match 
from above, was glad that he 
shouted down those first 
instructions . 

Paula Plzzifred, Riverside, Cal.: 
Two for the Price of One 
Physical ed . and math teacher 
Paula Pizzifred believes in 
racquetball lessons for women 
("Lessons correct their tendency to 
look like uncoordinated rejects ''), 
but she also likes what the lessons 
do for men . 
Her husband, Joe, agrees . In fact 
he's willing to turn their weekend 
matches into playing lessons so he 
can learn what Paula learns from 
pro Linda Siau at the Riverside 
Handball /Racquetball Club in their 
California town 60 miles inland from 
Los Angeles . 
Paula , who started "hitting the ball 
around an outdoor court about two 
years ago ," went on to Linda 's 
Saturday clinics and then into 
private lessons. 
"I began the privates after Joe and I 
played in a tournament . We were 
bad ." 
Paula reports that the Linda to Paula 
to Joe maneuver has "helped us 

Pro Unda Siau helps Paula Pizzifred improve her backhand .After the lesson Paula shows 
her husband Joe how to oend low and keep the racquet head square . 

...Phoros courtesy Rlv8fslde Hendba /1/Racquarball Club 

play smarter. " Paula 's PE-math 
expertise makes her a natural for the 
thinking game of racquetball . But 
she still has Linda teach her 
strategy . " You could figure it out for 
yourself, but it 's faster to have 
someone tell you what works ." 
Though passing on advice to a man 
is no problem for Paula , she thinks 
she learns better from a woman . "I 

- ... 

think I'd have felt self -consciou s 
with a guy . I feel at ease with Lind a 
because she 's low pr essure and is 
alway s encour agin g me. That gives 
me confidence ." 
Joe thinks so, too . Linda 's lessons 
have made better player s out of both 
of them . 



Cindy Constantino 
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Cindy Con stantino , Sylvani a, 
Ohio: Cult ivating the Ki ller 
Inst inct 
" It just blows my mind when I hear 
the ball crash into the wall and die. " 
The thri ll of the kill is what Cindy 
Constantino wants from her 
racquetball game and what she's 
hoping to develop in private lessons 
with Fred Zitzer at The Supreme 
Courts in Sylvania , Ohio . 
Cindy 's first try in a regional 
tournament last spring made her 
hunger more than ever for the kill. 
"That tournament play confirmed it. 
The first round I drew Irene 
Ackerman, who won the 
tournament . I learned a lot by 
playing her . You can't wait for your 
opponent to make mistakes. She 
won 't make any if she 's good . At the 
end of a rally, someone has to put 
the ball away ." 
In her lessons Fred helps Cindy 
conce ntrate on the kill by throwing 
the ball while Cindy gets into 
position and tries to hit the ball into 
the wall as low and as straight as 
possible . Fred drills Cindy on the 
front and side walls, the backhand 
- always reminding her to hit 
straight and low. 

During the tournament hosted by 
The Supreme Courts Cindy was 
''iust happy to return the ball . Irene 
has such control, and she hit the 
ball so hard . The next time I played it 
seemed like a slow motion game ." 
When Cindy talked with Irene after 
the match , she discovered that the 
tournament champ had been taking 
lessons for all eight years she'd 
been playing . 

That renewed Cindy 's faith in her 
lessons, which she said Fred 
supplements with informal 
instruction. "He always has time to 
talk . He'll draw me a diagram and 
then go out on the court to explain it . 
He 's a good teacher because he 's 
patient and because he can tell me 
what I'm doing wrong ." 
Cindy visits The Supreme Courts at 
least five days a week for lessons , 
games and Fred's between-lesson 
advice . Each day she stops at the 
nursery to deliver and pick up her 
children - four-year -old Kari and 
one-and -a-half-year -old Jay . 
As she walks out the door - a child 
grabbing on to each hand - she 
hardly looks like Cindy Constantino, 
the racquetball player whose kill 
shots blow her mind . 

Diane Hatchell, Ft. Lauderda le: If 
You Think You Can , You Can 
She's a Dale Carne gie instructor 
who thinks you need confidence to 
succeed. So Diane Hatchell knows 
she has to believe in herse lf if she's 
going to win at racquetball. 
"I'd say the confidence I've picked 
up is my big gest gain from 
lessons, " says Diane, who gets 
private instruction from Nancy · 
Hornack once a week at the 
Courtrooms in Ft. Lauderdale , Fla. 
"I recently tried some challenge 
play here at the club and I won a 
great many of my matches. It was 
because I've gained confidence, 
and now I can control the ball. " 
Diane had just "batted the ball 
around with a friend for a couple of 
months " before she signed up with 
Nancy. 
"I have a competitive nature and I 
want to be good at what I do. 
Whatever I do , I want to ·do it well. " 
Diane chose Nancy for a teacher 
"first of all because I knew she was 
a good player - among the top at 
the club. Frankly I also thought I 
could relate best to a woman, who 
would probably be more patient 
than a man . 
" I've been more than happy with my 
choice. Nancy seems to 
understand my little problems - like 
the fact that I have to see myself 
doing something before I do it. That 
sounds confusing, but Nancy 
understands. She has me try a shot 
- then maybe I'll do it wrong, and 
then she explains and goes over 
and over the shot before she goes 
on to something else. She 's a 
precise type of person, and yet 
she 's patient. She shows her 
interest . Taking lessons with her is 
fun." 
Diane says play in her pre-lesson 
games "was limited. " In fact Nancy 
started out by "explaining the 
meaning of basic terms like 
"stroking " and "taking the ball off 
the back wall ." 
Since that first hour of instruction 
Diane 's lessons have covered the 
whole gamut of shots and she 's 



improved her serve to the point 
where she's won games "with a 
couple of serves . My corner drive 
shot to the backhand - if I'm 
enacting it properly-is a natural for 
me and difficult for my opponent to 
pick up." 
Now that she has the shots down, 
Diane wishes she could play more 
often. (Twice a week is all her 
current work schedule allows .) 
"The more I play the more I discover 
weaknesses in my game that my 
lessons can correct . " 

Katie Beck, Denver: Lessons on a 
Budget 
For every hour lesson at Denver's 
Court Club Katie Beck puts in more 
than 10 hours of practice. 
"When I can afford more les&ons , /'II 
take them ," Katie explains. "In the 
meantime I'm making each lesson 
count." 
You can find Katie Mondays through 
Fridays at 7 a.m . at the Court Club 
working away at the drills that John 
Foust shows her in her 
twice-a-month lessons . 

Pro Nancy Hornack (1.) playing against her student Diane Hatchell . 

-Photo courtosy Court Club 

"I'm a B player learning to play with 
A 's. Now I'm mainly learning to 
return and kill ceiling shots ." 
Even among energetic racquetball 
players Katie's stamina is 
spectacular . After her 7 a.m . 
practice she spends the day on the 
greeting card business she and her 
husband started in January when 
they moved from Deerfield, Ill. (Katie 
and Herb met at a racquetball club . 
They played each other when both 
their opponents failed to show up.) 

Katie Beck strikes a forehand under the 
watchful eye of pro John Foust . 

At 4 :15 p.m. she 's back on the 
courts where she finds "a lot of 
competition for women. There are 
many good players around 
Denver ." Then at 5 :30 p.m . it's 
aerobics. She 's convinced that the 
total program , including "the 
gruelling excercises that build 
muscles and endurance " puts 
Court Club people into the finals and 
makes them tourn ame nt winners . 
A former school teacher Katie 
knows what to look for in a good 
racquetball instructor. She thinks 
players should choose a teacher 
who's "encouraging , doesn 't 
intimidate , can tell you what 's 
wrong , (but in a positive way ) and is 
a good player , not necessarily the 
top . 
"I've never judged a teacher by 
watching him play . My only concern 
is whether or not he can help me 
out ." 
Katie likes clinics and group lesson s 
for starters . "They 're fun, a good 
way to meet people ," but at her 
playing level, she 'd rather spend 
money on a few private lessons 
where she can work on speci fic 
skills . 
Her lessons , plus her practice, give 
Katie more enjoyment from her 
game. "When I play , I remember 
what I've learned . I think to myself 'if 
that girl knew what I !<now, she 'd be 
beating me now . · " 

I 



Playing Tips 
When you're taking your 
aggressions out on the racquetball 
court, it's best to use the ball - not 
the other player . As Jean Sauser 
and Arthur Shay tell us, "the mistake 
of not calling hinder is too often 
compounded by injury, hard 
feelings - and bad shots." 

This mistake-correction playing tip 
on hinders from their book Inside 
Racquetball for Women, is 
especially helpful if you 're a new 
player . You might clip the page and 
check it with your opponent before 
you start your next game. 
The book by Shay , a Time 
photographer , and Sauser, a 
tournament player who 's pro at 
SkyHarbor Court Club in 
Northbrook, Ill., will be ready for 
readers later this summer. The hard 
and soft cover editions are being 
published by Henry Regnery and 
Company . 

CORRECTION : Calllng Hinder s 
In the hinder department it is always wiser to 

err on the side of caution . Practice calling 
"Hinder!" imm ediately. Previo usly, you might 
have started that heroic charge throug h your 
opponent' s body to the bal l. It goes without 
saying that an injury is the very bottom line, to 
be avoided at all cos ts. The more control you 
learn from correc ting your other mistakes, the 
fewer charges you will have to make. Your 

eyes and court sense w ill work for you, 
keeping you at prop er distances from your 
opponen ts. One of the big mistakes most 

beginners make is rushing the ball. There 1s 
usually much more time than you think. Less 
haste in many shots means, literally, more 

speed. Your timing will improve. 
Most racquetball players strive to be 

gentlemen and gen tlewomen on the court . If 
your ca lls of "hinder" sometimes draw 

criticism from oppon ents, don' t get mad, don' t 
try to get even. Keep your cool and play it 

safe . So call " hinder!" at the 
moment it occurs 

i ~\ 
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MISTAKE: Not Calllng Hinder 
The hinder-short for hlnderance, In simplest 
terms is any impedance to hitting the ball 
legally. The rule book divides hinders Into two 
categor ies, "dead ball" and "avoidable" . 
Dead balls occur when your lust-hit ball 
strikes your opponent ; when you make body 
contact with your opponent; when one player 
screens a clear view of the ball from the other ; 
when the ball passes through the legs of the 
hitter or his or her partner 's legs; when any 
other unintent ional interference occurs which 
prevents an opponent from having a fair 
chance to see and return the ball. 
Trying to make a desperate return or shot too 
close to your opoonent first of all exposes 
both of you to injury. Chances ,Jf making this 
kind of shot are not good . Chances of mak ing 
the next shot - of getting there from your 
off-balance position are slim . 
The avoidab le hinder has begun to make its 
mark In professional play and in other play 
with a good referee . The theory is that if you 
Intentionally block your opponent from a fair 
chance to see and shoot, you are penalized 
with the loss of serve or loss of point . If you do 
not move sufficiently out of the way of your 
oppon ent, you are liable to an "avoidable " 
call. (Pro matches average three hinder calls 
a game , one of which is often an "avoidable.") 



Should Women Dress Up the Courts? 
By Chuck Leve 

Would Chris Evert ever play a 
tournament wear ing gym shorts and 
a football sweat shirt? Would 
Dorothy Hamill figure skate wear ing 
men 's skates and a t-shirt? Would 
Laura Baugh step onto a golf course 
looking as if she just came out of the 
men 's locker room? 
Of course , none of the above would 
ever occur in today 's world , yet such 
a thing is happening every day in 
women 's racquetball, where the 
gals seem to have thrown fashion to 
the wind . 
Isn't it time that women 
racquetballers lead the way in 
enhancing their image by wearing 
cloth es that are attractive and that 
would attract the spectators, 
sponsors and television coverage 
that women 's racquetball deserves? 
And isn't it time that the professional 
women players take a leadership 
role in this endeavor, for aren't they 
the ones who stand to prosper? 
Women 's racquetball is healthy 
today. It is growing rapidly , over a 
million female s are participating with 
thousands more taking up our sport 
daily . Women 's racquetball is being 
promot ed in virtually every area of 
our nation, women 's prize money is 
up 200 per cent this season -and 
the future could hold even brighter 
things for the ladies . 
Whern Are The Sponsors? 
But no national company has been 
interested, to date, in doing a big 
promotiorial push for our women . 
One of the big reasons is that these 
firms just don 't like the way they 
look. 
··1 hate to say it," said one potential 
sponsor , "but racquetball 's women 
dress like they 're on their way to a 
dorm party. There 's no style , no 
image, no class ." 
Such a statement sends chills up the 
spines of racquetball promoters , 
most of whom feel that the women 
have shown an abundance of style, 
image and class whil e on the court , 
far to the contrary of their male 
coun terparts . 
But the problem is not how the gals 

act on the court , it's how they took on 
the court, a not too sub tle difference . 
In a recent pro-am racquetball 
tournament, over 60 per cent of the 
ladies entered performed in men 's 
clothing, either shoes, shorts or 
shirts. The lack of femininity was 
appalling to most observers . 
On the other hand, fema le 
racquetb allers have long claimed 
that one of the attr ibutes of 
racquetball is the informality of the 
unwritten dress code - that you 
can go onto the court and wear 
whatever you want , tha t nobody will 
care - and you will not have the 
peer pressure to invest ridiculous 
amounts of funds for ridiculous 
outfits as in tennis. 
If this is a paradox , it's one that need 
never have occurred . There is 
common ground between high 
priced women 's tennis fashions 
(which only serve to embed the 
caste sys tem) and walk ing on the 
court as if a chaw of tobacco is 
hidden between the teeth . 
"Women 's racquetball has a huge 
growth potential , in the amateur 
ranks as well as profess ionally ," 
said Joe Ardito , U.S.R.A. and 
N.R.C. natio nal commissioner . "But 
the big money for both promotions 
has got to come from outside the 
sport, with television , and no 
sponsor is willing to put women 's 
racquetball , as it now looks , on t. v." 
Let The Class Show 
The shame of it all is that women 's 
racquetball deserves much better . 
Women players are more honest, 
fairer and show far more class than 
do th~ men on the court. The play is 
exci ting and the drama intense . But 
nobody wants to buy it. 
The masculine manner in which 
women racquetballers dress insults 
thei r own femininity. Femin inity 
does not mean players cannot be 
aggressive or successful in _their 
sporting endeavors. Evert , King and 
cou ntles s others retain their 
femininity , and in fact use this 
resource to develop and endorse 
fashion lines for profit. 

Such marketability does not exist 
with women 's racquetball , -unless 
one of our gals wanted to endorse 
men 's gym shorts . 
Silence The Critics 
Women racquetballers have an 
opportunity to silence all critics on 
their own , just by cleaning up their 
own act. If they would take it upon 
thems elves to dress in a manner 
that is attractive, and feminine , there 
would be no stopping the future of 
their sector of racqu etbal l. 
Arguments that newly found 
women 's freedom means gals have 
an obligation to wear whatever they 
want will fall on deaf ears. What 
women want is progress. Progress 
comes with promotion, and 
promotion comes from dollars . The 
dollars come from sponsors and 
sponsors do not want a bunch of 
grubbies to represent them . 
So do yourself a favor , ladies . Take 
a good, hard look in the mirror of the 
women 's locker room before you 
take to the court . Then change what 
you see . If you do , that sponsor w ill 
take another good , hard look at your 
sport , - and from ther e the future is 
beautiful. 

Since our U.S. Racquetb all 
Assoc iation Directo r Chuck Leve 
wrote his searing articl e we 've 
learned that women are - indeed 
- "cleaning up their act" with 
attractive racquetball clothes . 
To give player s what he calls "a 
touch of class ," Manager Fred 
Hampton arranged a fash ion show 
at The Court Sports Club, Winnipeg , 
Canad a's new racquetball , handball 
and squash facility . 
Valmai Skelton , right, mode ling a 
Dorbin outfit with contrasting green 
piping and Joan Gibson, left , in a 
Penny Sparling T-shirt and skirt 
demonstrated "how to make the 
sport more enjoyable to watch and 
play-even on a glass back court. " 
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She Ate Whipped Cream and Suga -
And Didn 't Gain Weight 
What's her secret? 
According to V.L . Nicholson , a 
spokesman for the President's 
Council on Physica l Fitness , for 
most players, a brisk game of 
racquetball "burns calor ies at a rate 
of 600 per hour ." Other phys ica l 
fitness experts have conc luded that 
during an extremely strenuous 
hour-long game , some pros and 
top-seeded tournament players 
expend up to 800 calor ies . 
There is no quest ion that this kind of 
vigorous exercise , comb ined with a 
600 calorie meal, results in 
satisfactory weight control fo r the 
average player . 
TWA International flight attendant 
Barb Smith has been playing 
racquetball since July of 1976 . As a 
member of Ch icago 's Mid-town 
Court House Stewardess League , 
she plays the game at least twice a 
week. Barb recently gave up 
smoking and is convinced that 
racquetball helps her keep off those 
extra pounds. "/ fly to London each 

week and find it diff icult to resist the 
restaurants ' pastry tables ," she 
confides ."Play ing racquetba ll 
allows me to enjoy such rich 
dess erts as chocolate ca ke with 
wh ipped cre am. " 
Like Barb , you too can avo id 
unsightly bulg es brought on by 
fatten ing foods and too little 
exerc ise. Remember ! each hour 
that you spend chas ing that little 
rubber ball around the court , you 
burn at least 600 calo ries . 

On the next page we are presen ting 
recipes for a three-cours e gourm et 
meal, total ing 600 calories per 
person. With a one-hou r racquetb all 
workout , you can enjoy , guilt-free , 
this menu , includ ing a glass of wine 
and such forbidden ingred ients as 
whipped cream , suga r, and butter. 
So eat , drink, and be merry , for 
tomorrow you can play racq uetb all. 

-Judi th Neisser 

Barb's match burned up BOO calories, the amount contained In this gourmet meal. 

Ready to play racq uetball with pro Chuck 
Shefte/, Barb Smith looks forward to the 
game that will allow her to consume a 
luscio us lunch without gai ning weigh t. 
I 

-Photos courtesy The Court House 
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Broiled Marinated Chicken 
(4 servings) 
1 medium broiler, quartered 
Combine : 
1 tablespoon mel ted butter 
¼ cup soy sauce 
¼ cup dry vermouth 
1 teaspoon dijon musta rd 
1 large garlic clove, crushed 
2 teaspoons dried tarragon 
Mix well, then pour over qua rtered 
chicken. Marinate for at least 2 
hours. Place chicken skin side down 
on a broiler rack , and brush with the 
marinade. 
Broil for 13 minutes 3 inches from 
heat, turn, brush with marinade , and 
broil skin side up for another 12 to 14 
minutes . 
If preparing ch icken on the 
barbeque, broil over charcoa l for 30 
to 40 minutes , turning occa sionally 
and basting freq uently . 
(165 calories per serving ) 
Vegetable-Rice Salad 
(4 servings) 

cup cooked rice (do not use minut e 
rice) 
o/2 cup thinly slice d sca llions 
1 cup thinly sliced ce lery 
1 cup cubed seeded cucumber 

cup coarsely chop ped seeded 
lomato 
1-¼ tablespoon freshly squeezed 
emon juice 
fl/4 tablespoon safflower oil 
i 2 teaspoon Lawry's Seasoning salt 
2 teaspoon s dried dill weed or 4 
ablespoon s chopped fresh dill 
Combine rice, vegetables , lemon 
1uice, oil, and salt, and toss w~II. 
Sprinkle with dill and toss again. 

poon into a sa lad bowl. Se rve very 
cold. 
90 calories per person) 
Cold Orange -Stra wberry Souff le 
4 servings) 
/3 cup cold water 
2 teaspoons unflavored ge latin 
B eggs sepa rated 
" teaspoon sa lt 

4 ounces frozen orange juice 
concentrate (defrosted) 
1'3 cup sugar 
1 '3 cup heavy cream whipped 
1 cup thin ly sliced strawberries and 
4 whole strawberries 
Place water in the top of a doubl e 
boiler and sprinkle gelatin over the 
surface to soften. Beat the egg yolks 
lightly and add them with the salt. 
Mix well. Place over simmering 
water , and cook, stirring cons tantly 
with a wi re wisk until the gelat in 
dissolves and the mixture thickens, 
about 4 minutes . 

resembles softened sherbet and 
drops from a spoon in soft mounds. 
Beat the egg whites until stiff but not 
dry . Gradually beat in sugar and 
cont inuing beating until the egg 
whites are stiff . Fold the egg whites 
into the orange mixture and then fold 
in the strawber ries and whipped 
cream . 
Spoon the mixture into 4 indiv idual 
ramekins or dishes and chill unti l 
firm . Before serving decorate each 
dessert with a fresh strawberry . 
(267 calories per serving ) 
Note: 

Remove from the double boiler and 
immediatel y stir in the orange 
concen trate . Chill until mixture 

Included in this mea l is a well chilled 
3-ounce glass of dry white wine . 
(70 calories per glass) 

There 
ARE 
Female 
Teaching 
Pros 
Thank you for letting us here 
at National Racqu etball know about 
the female teach ing professional or 
club manager at your racquetball 
faci lity . The response from our 
readers has been good, with the 
following additiona l names being 
submitted since our origina l article in 
the May, 1977 issue. 
Sue Morgan, Ar lington Tennis and 
Racquetba ll Club, Palatine, Illinois. 
Carol Stewart, Court Players Club, 
Ypsi lanti, Michigan . f<arin Walton , 
Dana Point Athletic Club, Dana 
Point, California . Sue Halsey, 
Racquetball Center , Warren , 
Mich igan . Barbara O'Connor, The 
Players Club, Gaithersburg , 
Maryland . Provie Russo , 
Wallbangers, Campb ell , Californi a 

Bonnie Korytowsk i, The Court 
House, Schaumb urg, Illinois 
Kath ie Stelste d, Schoeber's 
Racquetball Spa, South San 
Francisco, California. Linda Vaile, 
21st Point, Mounta in View, 
Californi a 

Those who sent us the name s of the 
above women in racquetball have 
been sent a free can of Seamco 559 
racquetba lls. And if you know of any 
additional women in a teaching or 
managerial position wit hin our sport , 
please send us her name and 
address . If you are the first person to 
bring this lady to our attenti on, then 
you' ll be receiving a free can of 
Seamco balls. 



Luring Women into Racquetball 
Learn How at a One-Day 
Session at a Club 
Where Women 
Outnumber Men 
"When Sandy Coffman starts 
talking about the game , she 
generates the kind of enthusiasm 
that makes you want to sign on the 
dotted line , grab a racquet and start 
swinging, " wrote Lois Blinkhorn in a 
full-page story in The Milwaukee 
Journal , headlined "Racquetball 
Makes Mom a Good Sport ." 
Since the story appeared in 
February, Coffman has put several 
dozen more Milwaukee area women 
into racquetball courts and away 
from - in Coffman 's words - "that 
hour of meaningless conversation 
on the telephone , away from the 
television soap opera ." 
Coffman began her first league after 
she took on the full-time job as 
women's coord inator at The 
Racquetball Club in West Allis , Wis. , 
a Milwaukee suburb . Starting with 
24 women she built a program that 
attracts more than 200 female 
players into business-sponso red 
leagues , doubles competition and 
the cutthroat league . Even in 
the summer Coffman has 150 
women in leagues , with 100 
of them playing during daytime 
hours . 
What has this strong women 's 
program meant to the club? It's 
created a membership roster that's 
the only one of its kind in the country : 
there are more women than men 
who belong to The Racquet Ball 
Club. And the feminine influx has 
been a major facto r in the expansion 
from eight to 12 courts and the 
construction of a second 12-court 
center . 
With her track record and 
personality Sandy Coffman looks 
like the best person in the country to 
tell other people ··How to 
Successfully Develop a Women 's 
Racquetball Program ." Which is 
exactly what she 's doing on 
Saturday, August 27 . 
We recommend the session to you if 
you're a court owner, an athletic 

director, a pro or a manager . Or if 
you 're just a woman player who 
wants to spread the racquetball 
gospel among your friends . 
(Convince your club to sponsor 

you .) And while you 're learning 
about racquetball for women , your 
family can visit the famous 
Milwaukee zoo . It's only five minutes 
away down Highway 100. 

-

Sandy Coffman , Wiscons in state director for the United States Racqu ~tba /1 Asso_clati?n, _wlll 
lead a one -day seminar on women m racquetb all Satu rday , Augu st 27, ,n West AIiis, Wis., 1ust 
outside of Milwaukee . 



Agenda 
8:30 a.m. 
Opening, introduction and tour of 
the club -
Distribution of course materials -
How to create that " initial " 
interest -
• How to use your estab lished 

players . 
• How to interest the new players 

hesitant to get invo lved . 
Several ways to set up a league -
0 Various round robins 
• Team play 
How to set up a team -
• Division of classes . 
• Number of players. 
• Scoring procedures . 
• Rules . 
• Schedules . 
Common pitfalls and how to avoid 
them -
How to handle complaints 
graceful ly -
How to get sponsor s and how to use 
the sponsor 's fee -
How to get the non-participating 
player to play -
Spec ial events - ideas and how to 
run them -
12:00 noon 
Lunch - a light buffet will be 
provided and an opportunity for 
socia l hour and discussion will be 
available -
Beginning lessons for wom en -
• How to recruit pup ils. 
• Group lessons vs. private 

lesson s. 
• Compl ete lesso n plan s. 
• Demonstrat ion . 
How to set up a tou rname nt for 
beg inne rs -
Effective follow up procedures -
• How to arrange games . 

• How to get the "dropouts " back 
into play ing. 

• How to get the beginners 
involved in organized activities . 

How to use your best players -
How to improve your good 
players -

How to rejuvenate your discouraged 
players -
4:00 p.m. 
Ques tion and answer per iod -

Adjourn 

"How To Successfully Develop a 
Women's Racquetball Program" 

Seminar by Sandra Coffman 
The Racquet Ball Club 
1939 South 108th St. 

West Allis , Wis. 53227 
Tel. - 414-321-2500 

Please accept my reservation at The Racquet Ball Club for semi nar 
Saturda y , Augu st 27, 1977 ., 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Name _____________ Date ____ _ __ _ _ _ 

Addres s Club ____ __ _ __ _ 

City _ Statc_ ___ _ _ Zi~ - -

Home phone. __________ Business phone_. ____ _ 

I am bring ing _____________ family members with me. 
(number) 

Make checks for $115 paya ble to The Racquet Ball Club (or $150 for two 
from same club). 
Reservations must be in by August 15. No refunds afte r that date. 
You will receive a reservat ion confirm ation and directions for getting to the 
club. 
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A quiet, sound 
controlled court. 

• 

Designe 
for fast 

Install tio 
Engineered 
for lasting 
durability. 

Precision Courts offer a court system to fit your 
needs and your budget. A court that pays its way 
sooner , because it installs faster. A court built 
to take the pounding of long hours of hard play, 
everyday , with a minimum of maintenance . 

All Precision Courts feature pre-fabricated and 
pre -finished " Cincinnati sectional " floors . .. the 
same nationally famous floors found in premier 
coli seums throughout the country. For the walls, 
Formica ® brand panels are used exc lusively . 
Form ica ® panels are dimensionally stable , and 
highly moisture, warp , scratch and dent resistant. 
Quickly installed , they are flush fit for a seam-
less-like surface . 

Through our in-house control, all materials 
and components are manufactured to exacting 
specifications, assembled and inspected prior 
to shipment. Precision Courts has a network of 
experienced Distributors whose factory-trained 
crews perform the actual installation . Result. 
You are assured a complete quality court system 
that is designed right, built right, installed right. 

In addition, we can offer valuable experience 
in a complete range of services , as ... consult-
ants, engineers, designers, manufacturer and 
contractor . For complete technical data, service, 
construction and installation details, write, or 
give us a call. 

The ultimate in complete court systems . . . Racquetball o Handball O Squash • Platform Tennis 

p rac ijion Courtj Inc . 3626 Round//o t tall l RoJtl C,11 c 11111,1/I. 0 1110 452 44 (5 13/ 56 1-7642 



With m.ore than 
600 of 011r co11rts 

installe d throughout 
the United States~ 

nobody should have 
to travel far 
to visit one. 

We invite anybody who is interested in building a .... 
handbalVracquetball or squash court to visit one of .. :· 
our installations to see for himself why we are so er,;~·~-..<-
proud of our Frampton courts . Just call us, collect, -
and we will give you the address of the Frampton, . 
court nearest you, and we will arrange with the . 
own~r or manager to show you his install~tion. ;. t:~"'f:i'· 
Tha t s the best way we know of for you to fmd . .ff:'/# . _ _ \ 
out for yourself the many advantages of · ·· . .4t-/Y ... -
Frampton courts . Seeing is believing . To -... •'t@f?~- ,. ·'.. · 
arrange your personal visit, call col- .. · \ 
lee!, (614) 861-5682. \ 

D. B. Frampton & Co .. Inc ., 5330 East Main Stree t, Co lumbus. Ohio 432 13, Phon e (614) 861-5682 



A Year Gone By 
At the conclusion of my first year of 
working with our U.S.R.A. state 
affiliates, I would like to take th is 
opportunity to express my sincere 
appreciation for the hard work and 
sacrifice by our state chairpersons. My 
thanks is also extended to all of those 
people who work on the state 
committees and who assisted with our 
sanctioned tournaments . This 
combined voluntary effort , made in 
behalf of the great sport of racquetball 
makes me proud that the U.S.R.A. has 
been associated with the massive 
organization of the amateur sector of 
our game. 
The most gratifying aspect of our entire 
program has been the success in 
getting more and more people involved 
in racquetball. By combining 
subscriptions to National Racquetball 
with state memberships and making 
people members of both their state as 
well as national associations , we can 
keep our members informed and 
involved in nearly all respects . 
In some states where the amateur 
racquetball program had begun to 
stagnate , fresh ideas and new blood 
revived an interest that was never 
before realized. The wealth of 
volunteer help and talent that had 
previously been untapped now has 
begun to produce active and exciting 
programs such as leagues , state 
tournaments and state newsletters . In 
short, more offerings to the state 
members have become available due 
to the work of our new chairmen . 
A total of over $10 ,000 has been sent to 
our state affiliates since last June . All of 
this funding has gone to directly 
support amateur racquetball either by 
donations or through subscription 

etball 
money that is sent to the state or 
acquired by the state assoc iation from 
new members . If you count the 
thousands of dozens Seamco 558 
balls donated to sanctioned events and 
the tournament shirts made possible 
by Leach Industries , the tota l is 
astounding . Seamco also donates free 
draw sheets and score cards for our 
even ts. Th is is absolute evidence of the 
faith and support all of our sponsors 
and the U.S.R.A. have in the backbone 
and future of racquetba ll - the 
amateur player . 
Due primarily to the state programs 
acqu iring new members in our beha lf , 
the circula tion of National Racquetball 
has soared to a total of 25,000 
members . This compares with a 
circulation of less than 8,000 only one 
short yea r ago when our amateur 
programs began from the initial support 
of two states , Connect icut and Illinois. 
Now we have 44 state assoc iations 
working in cooperat ion with our office . 
We ant icipate further growth and 
deve lopment for our magaz ine to keep 
up with the demand for more 
instruct ional art icles , news about the 
states , women in racquetball and 
feature art icles. The growth spi ral will 
continue its upward trend . 
There are sever al things which were 
not accompl ished in this past 12 
months which are high on our list of 
priorities for the upcom ing year . First of 
all, if anyone who is reading this 
column from the states of Hawa ii, 
Delaware , Ohio , Utah , Tennesse e, or 
South Dakota , who are interested in 
wor king with or starting a state 
association , please let me know . We 
are down to our final six states . 

Terry Fancher 

We are always seek ing new means of 
expansion for our junior programs and 
our goal is to have a state juniors 
champ ionship in conjunct ion with all of 
our state tournaments held across the 
country . Our National Jun iors 
Champ ionsh ips will always be an event 
we are most proud of and one that will 
always be conducted. But we want to 
expand the effort and include state 
programs as we ll. 
One essential goal that needs further 
support is the organ izat ion of 
competent referees through our state 
assoc iations . The N.R.C. pro tour this 
year was assisted greatly by the 
unselfish work of many of our state 
members and state cha irmen who 
voluntee red their services at the 
pro-am stops . By making all 
participants qua lified referees , 
tournaments at every level of 
compe tition will run more smooth ly and 
witho ut de lay . It will also cont inue to 
make the players more suppo rtive of 
the events in wh ich they partic ipate. 
We also want to promote more activity 
among the seniors , masters, and 
go lden masters categor ies. These 
playe rs helped beg in the first big swing 
of the growth of racq uetball and their 
continued support and particip ation is 
very necessary for the cont inued 
deve lopment of the game. 
Lastly, I would like to thank those who 
have wor ked so closely with me in the 
past year and who con tinue to 
contr ibute so much to the game and to 
all thos e who play it. My than ks to 
Chuck, Joe , Evie , Bob and all of the 
staff at our headquarters. Health and 
happ iness to you all. 
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Alaska, Arizona, North Dakota Raise State Affiliates To 44 
If your state is not represented in the list of affiliates in this issue , and you wish to become involved , please contact 
Terry Fancher at U.S.R.A. headquarters . 

Alabama Kansas Missouri Oregon 
Jerry O'Neal Steve Ray Ron York Reed Fitkin 
c/o Nat'I Homes Acceptance 10839 Woodward 1524 Lexington Ct. 25 10 Oakmont Way 
Corp . Overland Park 66210 Kansas City 6411 O Eugene, OR 97401 
Box 3436A 913-642-5220 816-861-8624 503-687-2811 
Birmingham , Al 35205 Kentucky Montana Pennsylvania 205-324-3431 

David Fleischaker Russ Miller J im Pruitt 
Alaska 628 Fincastle Bldg . Shepherd , MT 59070 K.O .P. R.B. Club 
Dan Dampier Louisville 40202 406-373 -6390 Flint Hill Rd. 
2600 Devali St., #600 502-585-5369 Nebraska King of Prussia , PA 19406 
Anchorage 99503 Louisiana Mark Hegg 215-265-8350 
907 -276-0700 

Sanford Comeaux (acting) Dick Kincade / Rhode Island 
Arizona P.O. Box 3644 Chuck Erickson Jerry Melaragno 
Chuc k Hallock (acting) Lafayette 70502 1025 Lamplighter Lane 3049 Pawtucket Ave . 
6538 E. Oak 318 -984-5753 Lincoln 68510 East Providence 02918 
Scottsda le 85257 Maine 402-489-3419 401 -277-2833 
602-965-3633 

Ken Astor, Kevin York Nevada Texas 
Arkansas 170 Rt. 1 Dan Seaton Dewey Strickland 
Bob Blake Falmouth 3727 Centennial Cir . 201 Vanderpool 
2201 Braden 207-781-4281 Las Vegas 89120 Houston 77024 
Jacksonv ille 72076 Maryland 702-386-4011 713-868-3340 
501-982-6209 

Dr. Charles Scheve New Jersey Vermont 
California 605 Baltimore Ave. Doug Clark Cliff Johnson 
Dr. Chuck Hanna Towson 2 1204 21 Glen Dr. 70 Farrell Rd. 
9453 Goodwick Ct. 301-821-0160 Voorhees 08043 S. Burl ington 05401 
San Diego 92123 Massachusetts 609-627-4926 802-864-4 770 
714-278 -6342 New Mexico Virginia Jim Mcconchie 
Connecticut Short Hill Rd. Gary Mazaroff Dd Remen 
George & Gerri Rudysz Lincoln 01773 Division of HPER 32 Penny Lane 
239 Old Farms Rd ., #102c 617-259-0468 Univ. of Albuquerque Sterling 22170 
Avon 06001 Michigan St. Joseph Pl., N.W . 703 -430-2552 
203-677-6073 

Judy Huhta (Chairperson) 
Albuquerque 87140 Washington 505-821-0536 Florida 2019 Lovingron Ave ., #204 Douglas A. Wils on 

Frank Johnson, Jim Lane Troy 48084 New York (Eastern) 5817 57 Ave., N.E. 
3924 Adams St. 313-588-8249 Tom Flannery Seattle 98105 
Hollywood 33021 Gil Schm itt (East) 3A Alpine Dr. 206-623-4320 Ext. 31 
305-925-8173 2111 Golfside Wappingers Falls 12590 West Virginia 

Ypsilanti 48197 201-845 -9040 Georgia Dave Taylor 
Wayne Vincent 313-434-2111 New York (Western) Rec .-lntramural Sports Ott. 
3777 Vineyard Ct. Bob Dykstra (West) Jim Winterton Stansbury Hall -W.V.U. 
Marietta 30062 2655 29th St. 136 Greystone Lane Morgantown , WV 26506 
404 -971-5441 Grand Rapid s 49509 Rochester 14618 304-293-5221 
Idaho 

616 -942-5190 716-442-0114 
Dennis Wood (Central) Wisconsin 

Dirk Burgard 2808 S. Deerfield North & South Carolina Bob Keenan 
130 N. Placer Lansing 48910 Sonny Harmon P.O. Box 203 
Idaho Falls 83401 517-882-8789 106 Pear Tree Rd. Wales 53183 
208-523-0600 Raleigh, NC 27610 414 -646-3607 

Minnesota 919 -227- 1161 Illinois Bob Adam, Sr. Wyoming 
Tom Street, Alan Shatzer 7600 Park Lawn Ave . North Dakota Barbara Williams 
570 East Higgins Rd. Edina 55435 Bill Prentice YMCA-417 N. Jefferson 
Elk Grove Village 60007 612-835 -6515 1421 9th Ave . South Sheridan 82801 
312-439 -3030 Fargo 58102 307 -674-7488 
Indiana 

Mississippi 701-232-1422 Germany 
Robert Tiedge 

C. T. Carley Ohio Viktor Mazurkiew icz 213 Windsor 
P.O. Box 1792 Starkville 39759 Ron Akins LobsienstraBe 25 
South Bend 46624 601 -325-4915 2500 Hollyview , N.E. 2800 Bremen 
219-272-8808 North Canton 44721 West Germany 
Iowa 216-492-7210 

Jerry Lucas Oklahoma 
526 Eicher Clayton Rahlfs 
Keokuk 52636 4127 S. Cincinnati 
319-524-1651 Tulsa 74105 

918-749 -9081 
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Meet Your 
State Chairmen 
Georgia - Wayne Vincent 

"Being an athlete all my life ," said 
Wayne Vincent U.S.R.A. state 
chairman in Georgia, "I could no 
longer tolerate team sports . I was 
looking for something more 
individualized and I found 
racquetball ." 
Vincent, 27 , is a 1968 Graduate of 
Florida State University where he 
starred in baseball for two years as a 
pitcher under former major leaguer 
Fred Hatfield . 
Wayne took the re igns of the Georgia 
affiliate in Decembe r of last year and 
has made great strides in promoting 
the game there . 

- -- ___ ., __ _ 
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A res ident of Marietta (about 30 miles 
north of Atlanta), Vincent and his wife 
Ruth handle most of the daily work 
associated with running a racquetball 
association . 
"Ruth's the treasurer of the 
organization," said Wayne . "She 
handles the funds and is in charge of 
all the paper work . And she's not a bad 
player , either ." 
Wayne and Ruth play at the Jew ish 
Commun ity Center in Atlanta , the 
current hot bed of play in Georg ia. 
"I envision a number of court clubs 
going up in our area pretty darn 
quickly ," Wayne said . "There 's lots of 
talk and we should see something 
substantial very soon ." 
Wayne earns his living as an insurance 
agent for All-state , an occupation that 
allows him to spread the gospel of 
racquetball throughout Georgia . 

The Upstate New York Racquetball Association is in the proce ss of giving chnics for any 
area of the state request ing one . 
Here President Jim Winterton shows the forehand swing to a group of onlookers at the YMCA 
In Aubum , New York. The clinic was a great success and the local pop ulace was impressed 
with both the cllnlc and the U.S.R.A. 's state program . 
Any other club s or organizations in New York State Interested in a clinic should con tac t Jim 
Winterton, Presiden t, U.N. Y. R.A., 211 Brooks Ave., Roche ster, NY 14619. - Photo by Tito Padilla 

"I was introduced to the game through 
friends," he said . "And I am continuing 
to introduce others to the game the 
same way ." 
The Georg ia Racquetball Association 
with Vincent's leadership is actively 
promoting the sport . They've already 
got their state tournament organized 
and send out a newsletter as often as 
possible . 
"We are constantly promoting the 
U.S. R.A. to everyone we are in contact 
with, " he sa id . 
Vincent, who says he became involved 
because of his interest in tournaments, 
feels now that tournaments are but one 
phase of the ongo ing promot ion of 
racquetball. 
"It's a rapidly grow ing sport ," he said . 
"And we hope to make it an even faster 
growing sport through our 
Association." 

• 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 99 



INSTRUCTIONAL PART 11 CHARLIE BRUMFIELD 

A Guide To Doubles 
For the 
Thinking Player 
Charlie Brumfield certainly needs no introduction to the racquetball publ ic. As 
holder of every major racquetball title in the game's history at one time or another , 
Brumfield has earned the respect, awe, and jealousy that usually accompanies 
success. He is overwhelmingly regarded as the game 's all-time best player as 
well as racquetball's foremost mental analyst. He is also an expert right side 
doubles player. 
In this article, the second of two, Brumfield relates the theories, alignments , shots 
and secrets that made him such a successful doubles player . 

Last issue 's discussion left off with the 
various methods of court coverage 
patterns. One of the most common 
(whenever possible) comb ination in 
doubles is the lefty-righty team , which 
is where we'll begin this article . 
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Lefty-Righty 
The lefty-righty combination has 
proven itself to be the arrangement for 
winning doubles. The reasons are 
those two big forehands on the 
respective side walls . Also , it is 
possible to back around shots directed 
down the middle for one partner or the 
other to get a forehand on it. 
Looking back on the history of doubles 
racquetball, righty-lefty combos have 
won a huge majority of the major 
tournaments . Brumfield and 
Muehleisen won four consecutive 
National Invitational Doubles 
tournaments and Brumfield-Serot took 
over to win the fifth . In the past, the 
national invitationals was the real test 
of doubles because it was an undiluted 
field . In the Open nationals many top 
singles players refuse to enter doubles 
simultaneously since fatigue or injury 
might become a deterrent to their quest 
for the singles crown. To give you an 
idea of what could happen when a 
lefty-right combo of top singles players 
did enter doubles in the open , Brum 
and Serot won the '73 title, holding their 
opponents to an average of five points 
per game and beating a righty-righty 
combo (Hilecher and Wong) 21-1 in the 
first game of the finals . 
Given that lefty-righty is the best, what 
if you 're not fortunate enough to find a 
southpaw partner? You're at a 
disadvantage. However it's certainly 
true that R-L combos have lost in the 
past . He

0

re's how it was done . 
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How To Attack The 
Lefty-Righty Combo 

*2 

\ 
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Fig. 1 Pure V. 

The Pure Vis a shot designed to bisect 
the angle toward the respective back 
corner . This shot is an extremely poor 
selection when playing a righty -lefty 
combo because you are playing into 
the strength of their forehands . X need 
only step over and fly kill his forehan d 
into the left corner and it's Adios . 
(Figure 1 ). 
The wide angle V causes absolute 
pandemonium if hit properly . It comes 
off the side wall adjacent to that 
powerful forehand and jams in tow ard 
your opponent's body . He'll be lucky if 
the ball doesn't bounce off his chest. 
Generally speaking, since you 've cut 
off his leverage , all he can do is pop the 
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Fig . 2 Wide V. 

ball up for a plum. Tip: Keep this drive 
shot about 3 ½ feet high so if it is not cut 
off it will not travel to the back wall . 
(Figure 2) . 
The more often you can create a 
situation where both of your opponents 
try for the same ball or at least there is 
confusion until the last second the 
better your winning percentage will be . 
With a righty-lefty combo , that land of 
indecision is down the middle. 
Normally it gets down to who is going to 
take the ball with the backhand . 
It only makes sense that a goodly 
amount of serves should go down the 

center for a number of reasons. First, 
you can take advantage of the 
confusion principle just discussed . 
Second , you 're very likely to see a 
backhand used for return rather than 
the more powerful forehand . Third , that 
ball returned from the center doesn 't 
have a real good angle for passing . 
Since most singles serves are 
designed to avoid the center , mayb e 
some discussion of what serve to use is 
in order : 
1) The first alternative is a low hard 
drive up the middle . Be careful to keep 
this serve very low because if it comes 
off the back wall it gives the opponent 
time to adjust to a forehand . This serve 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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Fig . 3 Hard-Low Drive up the middle 
into the back hand . 

should begin from a stance near the 
center. If you serve from the side, the 
angle may carry the ball too far to the 
side where a forehand could be taken. 
(Figure 3) . 
2) The medium angle Z is probably the 
best serve to accompl ish the confusion 
object ive and also since it's a slowly 
developing serve, it keeps your 
opponents a little deeper and out of 
center court longer . 
Tip: Angle the ball off the side wall 
neare st your most dangerous 
opponent. In other words, angle the 
ball toward the backhand of your 
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Fig . 4 Low HB1d Drive serve to the left. 
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Fig. 5 Low HBfd Drive serve to the right . 
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opponent that you prefer to return the 
ball . If the stronger player wishes to 
intercept this serve he must hit a ball 
that is angling across his body and 
away from him which is a difficult ball 
to hit with power . 
3) The third serve is the low, hard 
drive that gets very deep and 
dribbles around the corner toward 
the center . It presents the receiv ing 
player with a quick problem , 
whether to back rapidly away to try 
and get a forehand on the ball, fo 
spin around and hit a backhand , or 
let the ball go all the way over to his 
teammate . Believe me, you 'll get 
confusion with this serve . (Figures 4 
and 5). 
As you will notice , all of these 
service technigues are designed to 
put the ball into the backhands qf the 
righty-lefty combo to take 
advantage of what we'll call the 
"confus ion quotien t." As you might 
imagine , the same tact ic also pays 
dividends during the rally itself . 
One device I've found successful is 
to aim my ceiling balls down the 
middle rather than try for a wall 
hugger down either the left or right 
walls . Not only does this force one of 
your opponents to backpedal rapidly 
to try and get in posit ion to hit a 
forehand, but it also all but 
eliminates giving up those pesky 
setups which result when a ceiling 
ball catches a side wall too far 
toward the front wall . 
In addit ion , I'll occasionally hit a 
controlled drive from an overhand 
stroke designed to drive down the 
middle with good pace yet not come 
off the backw all. This is an excellent 
tactic and causes many miss-hit 
returns . As a matter of fact, it is 
important to follow in behind such an 
overhand stroke to prevent your 
opponents' miss-hit return from 
dropping in for a fluke winner. 

Righty-Righty 
The righty-righty combinat ion has 
produced some excellen t teams. 
Rudyz-Luciw , Thurman-Dunn , 
Zeitman-Porco, Brumfield -Marcus, 
just to name a few. The vulnerability 
is backhand down the left wall which 
can be pounded by pure V's and 
ceiling balls from the opposing 
team . The strength is that leftside 
forehand that can mop up the center 
of the court . 
There are a few spec ial tricks of the 
trade that righty -righty teams have 
relied on to score their doubles 
victor ies. 
1) Wallace-We tzel ("I got it-No you 
take it. ") 
Barry Wallace and Bob Wetzel of 
Orange Coast College , California 
are definitely one of the top 10 
teams in the history of outdoor 
doub les desp ite not having a lefty to 
provide that strong forehand power 
on the left outside lane. Their high 
finishes are a result of playing with 
the ir own students as referees plus 
a few wi ly tricks developed over the 
years. One is so effect ive I feel it 
deserves attention in this doubles 
treatise. 

I 
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Fig . 6 I got it - no, you lake a 



The setting for their maneuver is a 
slow hit ball down the right center of 
the court . Wetzel moves over from 
his ri_ght side position and sets up to 
hit his backhand , yelling "/ got it" 
loud enough for everyone to take 
notice. Simultaneously, Wallace 
sets up to take the ball with his 
forehand. This dual motion form·s an 
arc of legs , bodies, and racquets 
that keeps both opponents deep in 
the court for fear of creating a 
backswing contact avoidable 
hinder. At the last second , Wetzel 
drops his racquet , steps back away 
from the play (coincidentally into the 
right side coverage area) and 
Wallace slides in a right wall-front 
wall kill. Not surprisingly , no one 
gets within 20 feet of touching the 
ball. (Figure 6) . 
2) When Bill Thurman and Bill Dun . 
were in their heyday in the early ?O's 
they practiced a front court flooding 
coverage pattern that caused their 
opponents to misread the actual 
coverage zones and squander 
precious set-ups. When Dunn 's right 
side opponent got a set up from half to 
three-quarters court and prepared to 

Dunn 
Thurman 

Fig. 7 Flooding the coverage pattern . 

kill the ball in the right corner, Thurman 
would leave the left side completely 
open and move into almost a front court 
I defensive position . The shotmaker 
has to think twice abou t shooting a ball 
with the defensive man that close to his 
target area and has a tendency to 
by-pass the kill attempt and drive the 
ball cross-court . Meanwhile, unknown 
to everyone , Dunn has wadd led over at 
one mile per hour to the left to cover the 
cross court drive and punched the ball 
to the ceiling and the rally starts again. 
(Figure 7). 

3) Probably one of the most 
disciplined right side players of all time 
is Dr. T . Kimbal Hill, a dental surgeon 
out of San Diego . He never ventured 
out of the front right corner - allowing 
his long time partner, Carl Loveday, to 
take all the set ups out of the back right 
corner with his forehand. While Carl 
was moving back to deep right, Hill 
y.-ould establish a position perhaps 
three feet from the right side wall-just 
enough room to allow Loveday to shoot 
down the alley . If the right side 

opponent took a position to Kim 's left, 
Car l would slide the ball for a kill exactly 
down the right wall. Kim would face 
front and not budge an inch . If the poor 
oppone nt tried to dart in front of Hill at 
the last minute to cover the alley, Carl 
would pinch the ball off the right wall 
just in front of Kim . The opponent would 
never see a thing . (Figures 8 and 9). 

Playing the right side in a righty-righty 
combo requires much more patience 
and poise than does the left . Your 
primary responsibility is to posit ion and 
to move in such a way as to discourage 
offensive shots in the right front corner. 
Try to force the play deep and over to 
the left side where your partner will 
have plenty of time to set up and work 
for a forehand offensive opportunity. 
The "mortal sin" of right side play is 
sticking your backhand out and taking 
away your partner 's forehand . 
As a general rule , anytime you have to 
reach to the left for a backhand, yo ur 
partner has time to make a better shot 
with his forehand . 

/ \ 
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Fig. 8 Down the line. Fig . 9 Right wall front wall p inch. 
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Safety 
1) Warm up properly. Although 
doubles is not nearly as trucing as 
singles it nevertheless requires many 
abrupt movements and hard , quick 
swings. Do your body a favor and go 
through a full range of stretching 
exercises. Also make sure to 
completely loosen up your playing arm 
before serving the first ball. 
2) Never swing if there is any chance 
of hitting another player with your 
racquet . In practice and in 
tournaments , such a practice should 
be recognized as a " mercy hinde r." 
3) Be aware of the ball at all times. 
Make it a habit of giving your opponent 
more than enough room to move to the 
ball. Courtesy is contagious . 
4) Investigate the use of eye 
protection . 
5) Wear a good pair of sweats . Protect 
your legs from ball impact. 
6) If there is no way to hit my preferred 
shot without hitting my opponent I 
make it a practice to go to the ceil ing or 
hold up and ask for a " mercy ball. " 
Careful about this in tourneys , though . 
Some referees force you to rip your 
opponent if you want the hinder. 
Coverage And Movement 
Movement of the offense and defense 
depends on the path of the serve . 
Ideally , both teams should move to 
the ir respect ive format ions as soon as 
possible after the ball is served and 
returned (assuming the rally 
continues ). 
For instance , if the serving team is 
playing a moc;lified deep left diagonal , 
the left side player should bac k out 
quickly two steps toward the back wall 
and at least a step and a reach from the 
left side wall . The right side player 
should not move as deep in the court 
but should be careful to move quickly 
away from the side wall. 
Tip :Always try to get off the side wall to 
avoid gett ing ·'jammed " by your 
opponent's return . 
Exception : If the ball is served hard 
and low right behind you, never jump 
off the ground as your cpponent is 
strik ing the ball or your 
maneuverability and agility will be 
greatly impaired . 
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Fig. 1 O Letting the ball go through . 
O, moves to retum the serve 

0 2 moves into the "singles" defensive p osition. 
X 1 moves slightly away from the right side but 

leaves an alley up the center. 
X 2 moves out of center to open up the alley p lus 

move Into pre ferred bac k diagonal. 
Remembe r - always know where the ball Is and 

watch your opp onents pre-shot moveme nt. 

Fig . 11 X2moves to bloc k out 0 2 fro':' sing/es 
position and still cover the left wall pinch and 

cross court drive. 
X 1 moves step and reach to cover Imp ortant 

alley kill . 

Modification Of Above 
Despite these general rules , the. 
experienced team will allow the path of 
their served ball to dictate their initial 
movements . However , they always 
keep in mind that the objective is to 
move as quickly and efficiently as 
possible into the chosen patterns . 
Ball down the center-Stay near the 
walls and leave a path down the middle 
through which your opponent' s shot 
can travel. (Figure 10) . 
X2 is entitled to front court position 
since an O, is hitting the ball , so he 
should position his body in order to 
make it uncomfortable for 0 2 to 
achieve a perfect singles position . In 
other words-keep him a little deeper 
than he wants to be as long as this 
doesn 't seriously disadvantage your 
own positioning . X, should not jump too 
far out to the middle as he normally 
might in this deep left defens ive 
diagonal because the center should be 
left open for O, 's return . (See Figure 11 
and 12) . 
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Fig 12 X, blocks out 0 2 from singles po sition. 
X2 move s step and reac h responsi ble for alley 
and shall ow pinch . 
X, responsible for deep left diagonal coverage 
and wide ang le p inc h. 
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Fig . 13 X2 retrea ts for ceiling shot. 

*2 

! 
Rule 1: Always follow every single 
swing of your opponent to your primary 
front court coverage zone . This means 
playing without the ball and always 
being in motion . Remember, in doubles 
we are not try ing to pace . This move 
wi ll make you look quicker than any 
number of wind sprints ; in a word : 
antici pat ion. 
Rule 2: If your opponent is forced out of 
posit ion autom atica lly flow into a 
singles coverage pattern . Move back to 
your norma l cov erage position as you 
see your partner regai n his proper spot. 
(Figures 13 and 14) . 
Rule 3: Play closer from a serve return 
postion and aggress ively rally and 
follow in any weak return . 
Rule 4: If the serve goes to your 
partner , forcing him deep , remember 
that you have to temporarily mov e into 
singles coverage , eve n if you ordin ari ly 
play the deeper man . 

Fig. 14 X, should move as if he were going to 
play singles defens e on his own partner 's shot. 
This will put him in perfe ct position for the 
opponent's quick shot should X, misfire. 

~-
/ 
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Rule 5: If the ball comes directly at you 
in front court and you have to make a 
quick decision on which way to jump, 
always move out of the way of the 
weake r shotmaker . This body 
movement effectively takes the 
stronger opponent away from the play . 
Rule 6: If your partner has a set up from 
his side of the court, you should 
achieve a position as if you , not your 
opponent, have to cove r the shot. This 
has a two fold effect: 1) It puts you in 
excellent singles coverage pos ition if 
the rally continues . 2) If you 're there 
first , it make s your opponent work 
harder for posi tion and makes it more 
diff icult for him to see and return your 
partner 's shot. • 
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INSTRUCTIONAL 

The 
Service 
Return 

STEVE KEELEY 

Editor's Note-The following article, the last in a six part series, is excerpted 
from Steve Keeley's recent publication , The Complete Book Of Racquetball . The 
book, endorsed by the U.S. Racquetball Association, is published by D.B.I. 
Books, Inc., 540 Frontage Rd., Northfield, Illinois 60093 . The Complete Book Of 
Racquetball sells for $7.95 and in our opinion is one of the finest instructional 
manuals on racquetball published to date. This segment is from Chapter 11 , 
Service Return . 

Service Return 
After the serve comes the serve return. 
By now the overwhelming importance 
of the service and its rebuff should be 
drilled permanently into the 
bottom-board crevices of the reader's 
four-cornered cerebrum . 
First a sound piece of advice, and then 
on to the concrete specifics of service 
returns. As with the server, the receiver 
must think and, especially, keep his 
cool. For example, upon receiving a 
low hard drive, it definitely ain't cool to 
tense up that pencil throat, let loose a 
strident ALLEY OOP yell and attack the 
little sphere with gladiator ferocity. 
No-no. The service return must be 
carried out in a confident and 
perfunctory manner, usually stroking 
the ball with 80 percent power and with 
a definite shot in mind . And hang loose . 
Let us commence with the stark basics, 
progress into' semi-muddled 
sophistications, and then return to 
earth with the possible types of service 
returns. 
The ideal position for return of service 
is approximately three to four feet from 
the back wall . I "sense" this distance 
by occasionally taking up my potential 
position, swiveling my upper body at 
the hips such that the top half of me is 
looking at the back wall, while the 
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bottom half of me is fixin ' to run toward 
the front wall, and waving my racquet 
with an extended arm at the rear wall 
plaster. If I am rooted at the correct 
distance from the back wall, my 
out-reached racquet will barely scrape 
the plaster as I wave. (See figure 1.) I 

• 

Fig . 1-stand to receive service about a racquet 
and arm 's length from the back wall. 

tell beginners to stand in the center of 
the court because this is easy to 
remember. Actually, a station slightly to 
the left of center is permissible if the 
receiver expects most serves will be 
fired at his melancholy backhand, as is 
usually the case. Figure 2 displays this 
general receiving zone. 

Fig. 2- The usual rece iver's starting stance Is a 
racquet's swing from back wall and sllghUy off 
center to the backhand side . 

The correct stance within this zone has 
no strict limitations. For the uninitiated 
whose natural posture leans toward 
the elephantine , it is beneficial to 
imitate the tennis player 's ready 
postion for receiving service ; knees 
bent slightly, eyes forward and racquet 
ready . Not to knock tennis , but I 
actually feel that a more relaxed stance 
is indicated for the intermedi ate to 
advanced four-wall aficionado . This is 
because, unlike tennis , the racquetball 
serve loses energy on the front wall 
ricochet, arrives in rear court at a lesser 
velocity and is generally presented 
within fairly easy reach. Therefore your 



Fig. 3-Be ready but relaxed when 
awaiting the serve . 

receiving stance should be somewhere 
between loosey-goosey and 
board-rigid . Note the serve returner's 
initial posture in figure 3. 
Now on to those semi-muddled 
sophistications mentioned above. 
Although service return is an 
autonomous concept in itself, it is also 
a tight strategic associate with the 
theory of center court postioh. In other 
words, the idea of service return is one 
wing and the concept of center court 
position is another wing ; and without 
both of these in working order your 
game will not get off the ground . 
As you ponder the following 
rationalization, augment the text by 
examining the diagrams in -figures 4 
and 5. At the instant that you receive a 
decent serve, you are in the worst court 
position possible-in deep rear court. 
Simultaneously your opponent, 
stationed in exact center court, is in the 
best strategic position possible. 
Obviously, if you make a slight error 

Fig . 4--A 1/berBI schematic representation of 
center court position (shaded area) . 

now you will not have another chan~e 
until a point later when the next ball is 
served up. 
Therefore , your first objective as 
service receiver is to return the ball in 
such a way as to force your opponent 
out of center court position. Unless the 
serve is outrageously muffed-for 
example one which rebounds high off 
the back wall for an appetizing 
set-up-do not go for the kill shot. 
Rather, force your rival into back court 
with a defensive shot and 
subsequently assume center court 
position yourself . The opening 
moments of each racquetball rally are 
remarkably similar to chess in that 
whoever controls the middle of the 
court/board will most often emerge the 
ultimate victor. 
If all this is acceptable, then exactly 
how is one to best utilize strategic 
positioning in making strong service 
returns? There are five ways. That is, 
the receiver of the serve has five 
possible returns . However, let's 
simplify this on the grounds that 
percentage racquetball dictates only 
three optimal returns taken from the 
basic five. They are the ceiling ball, 
drive and around-the-wall-ball. These 
three we will take up immediately; the 
remaining two lower percentage 
possibilities are the lob and kill shot, 

Fig. ~nltfBI server's and servfce recetver'a 
positions (after the serve) with respect to center 
court position . Should your serve return be a kill? 

and they will be dealt with briskly later 
on . (Note : The Z-shot is unlikely as a 
return off of a good serve , due to the 
receiver's striking position in very deep 
court.) 
Ceiling Ball Return 
Rank having its priority, the ceiling ball 
is presented first here as the safest and 
most logical service return of all. 
Remember that when the opposing 
player is serving, he is in control of 
center court, and your number one 
thought as service receiver is to shoo 
him the heck outa there. Bullet balls to 
the kidneys or ear lobe shots being 
illegal, return the sphere so as to oblige 
him to retreat posteriorly, concurrently 
allowing you to occupy the coveted 
center court station. The ceiling ball 
suits this occasion in a most 
appropriate fashion . 
The rub is that the ceiling shot 
necessi~ates veteran patience and 
poise; a beginner is often overly eager 
to get things rolling with a more _ _ 
offensive return. The most convincing 
advice to offer such early zealots is to 
have them analyze a few points 
between a couple of pros, or at least A 
players-with a pencil and paper. Take 
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Fig . 6-THE main service retum: CEIUNG BALL 

note of the types of shots utilized to 
return the first 30 serves. If at least half 
of them are not ceiling balls, then either 
the serves are rotten to the ball 's core 
or the subjects under surveillance are 
of sub-A ranking. Patience is especially 
a virtue on the service return, and the 
ceiling is the path to patience. 
Since the execution of the all-important 
ceiling shot has already been detailed 
in previous articles, it will be reviewed 
only briefly now . Note the photo 
portrayal in figure 6. Recall that the 
properly struck ceiling ball initially 
contacts the ceiling, then front wall, 
then floor , _and ultimately bounces high 
and d~ep int~ back court. It is pretty 
much 1mposs1ble to cut off this shot 
prior to the leapfrogging bounce toward 
the back wall, thus the opponent 
(server) has to back-pedal and then 
swat at the shot from shoulder height in 
deep court . Under these 
circumstances, the back-pedaling 
returner of the ceiling ball usually has 
no feasible choice but to come back 
with a similar defensive play (i.e. 
another ceiling ball). 
Direct your ceiling returns to the 
server's backhand (figure 7), a 
process which generally entails hitting 
with your backhand stroke down the 
left line (against a right-hander). Keep 
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Fig . 7-Basic rule of service retum: Direct most of 
your serv ice retums to the opponen t's weaker 
stroke , the backhand In deep court (shaded 
area) . 

the rubber orb a-huggin' that left side 
wall but, at the same time , do not allow 
the type of side wall contact which will 
send the ball squirting out into open air. 
If, during a game, you suddenly 
experience difficulty in keeping your 
ceiling service returns close and 
parallel to the side plaster for near 
wallpaper balls, do not be afraid to 
change tactics just a tad. Scope in on a 
ceiling bullseye more toward the center 
of t~e court. That is, guide the sphere in 
a slight cross-court direction. True, this 
may result in a service return to the 
server's forehand, but this is of little 
consequence provided the shot carries 
deep enough in the court. 
The main mission of a service return off 
of a strong-or at least adequate-
serve is to spew back anything which 
cannot be offensively attacked by the 
server . 

At the risk o_f throwing this whole line of 
thinking out of kilter, it is compulsory to 
add that a weak serve should not be 
answered defensively, but should be 
assaulted with a pass or kill attempt. 
Unfortunately I see few weak serves 
coming my way these days . 
To me, the ceiling ball is a comforting 
shot to maintain within my strategic 
rel?ository as I stand there on shaking, 
spindly legs with racquet clutched in 
trembling hand about to absorb the 
feared rival 's primo serve , Why 
comforting? Because the ceiling shot 
can be used to send back any service 
that hamburger could offer . If he lobs 
me, I can either step up and volley the 
ball to the ceiling or go to the ceiling 
after the floor bounce. If he low hard 
serves me, I do my best to flail the 
speeding sphere upward at the ceiling 
target area. A served Z, reverse or 
normal? I still look to the ceiling, 
perhaps aiming slightly toward center 
court to prevent the ball's English-
spawned antics from eliciting an 
unwelcome encounter with the left side 
wall. Too , the ceiling ball is my 100 
percent rebuff for a good garbage, 
unless I opt to rush the thing for a volley 
shot. And when that sly 
humpty-dumpty catches me leaning 
left during his drive serve to the right, I 
reverse, scramble right , cast out my 
strings quick as a lizzard 's tongue and 
flick the ball toward the court heavens, 
praying for deep deliverance , It is a 
comforting shot and thought, isn't it? 
Drive Return 
Next to the ceiling ball, the drive (pass 
shot) is probably the most widely 
utilized service return. The pass is 
much more offensively geared than the 
ceiling play, yet less offensive ly 
oriented than the risky kill attempt. 
Therefore it is neither, and both, an 
offensive and defensive return of 
service. 
The drive return is advocated by the 
player who desires to initiate a 
rapid-fire, reflex type or rally. 
Witness a cement coop standout 
during a serious game and you will 
doubtless observe that when that 
player does bash a pass shot off the 
serve, the ball is usually sent 
cross-court . (Figure 8-. ) This is 
because the cross-court drive allows 
for greater margin of error- an 
overused term signifying your shot can 
stink and there is still a good chance 
you will come out smelling like a 
rose-than hitting straight up and down 



Fig. 8-The corss -court drive is a good 
aggressive service return . 
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the alley. The down-the-liner should 
not be discounted entirely as a 
potential service return (from the 
backhand side) , but it is potent only 
when pin-pointed with great precision , 
which is a tall order for a racquetballer 
of any stock. All in all, the pros favor the 
V-ball when they choose to drive return 
the serve. 
A rather self-evident tidbit of advice for 
the would-be practitioner of drive 
service returns : if you are presented 
with any well-placed serve , play it safe 
and go to the ceiling rather then ripping 
off a V-ball. If you are given a 
moderately good serve which has 
some potential for offensive return, a 
drive may or may not be made . Bad 
serves deserve strong returns, such as 
riproaring drives. 
Specifically, do not drive back a good 
garbage or similar soft style serve (e.g . 
high reverse Z) which must be 
contacted at shoulder height. But, do 
try drives off of ill-placed garbages 
which either pop off the side wall in 
shallow court or carry off the back wall. 
Do drive return low hard services which 
either wrap around the left rear corner 
for set-ups or rebound straight off the 
back wall. Do slash out with a vicious 
cross-court drive off any serve 
presented to your forehand, provided 
you are able to set up for the shot and it 
may be contacted at waist height or 
lower. 

In short, the drive return uproots the 
opponent lounging within the service 
box (center court position) in a manner 
which forces an immediate point or, at 
least, a weak return . 
Around-The-Wall Return 
The around-the-waller is relied upon 
sparsely today as a service return; for 
that matter, its use during the course of 
normal play is also scarce . This is 
probably due to lack of recognition . 
There are a multitude of talented court 
club players who do not even realize 
the A.W .B exists. 
Throw an around-the-waller in 
retaliation to your opponen t's next 
garbage, reverse Z or lob serve, and 
see if you are not pleasantly surprised 
by the other dude's shock and surprise . 
This multi-angled, multi-
walled return should literally drive your 
competitor up the right side wall, his 
sense of equilibrium sent topsy-turvy 
by the ball's aerial antics. Meanwhile, 
you waltz up to center court with mouth 
water ing and await the lame return . 
As a service return, the AW . ball 
functions best against the "softer " 
serves, as opposed to the lower harder 
drive serves and low hard reverse Z's 
to the backhand . The reason for this is 
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Fig. 9-Path of A. W. ball from backhand . 

the around-the-waller is usually 
contacted above the waist , which is the 
height of presentation of the softer 
serves. For me, the defensive ploy is 
an acceptable response to a garbage 
or high reverse Z-serve {figure 9 ). 
Thus the A.W.B. is more frequently 
issued from the backhand side of the 
court, and is directed upward and 
cross-court into the right front corner at 
the appropriate right side wall bullseye. 
And to point out two things which 
should never occur , but often do: First, 
do not allow your own around-the-wall 
ball to descend and strike your 
lumbering person . Second, do not let 
the server trample you during his 
random tramp in pursuit of the elusive 
orb . 
Lob Return 
If this book had been written in the very 
early 1970's , when racquetba ll was just 
crawling out of the catacombs and into 
the airy glass-walled fishbowls, a good 
deal of this chapter on service returns 
would have been dedicated to that 
floating, frustrating return known as the 
lob . However , in these days of our 
sport 's semi-matur ity, the lob is 
certainly outmoded due to the advent 
of more lively balls and modern ized 
racquets. I touch here upon the lob as a 
service return only out of finicky 
methodicalness. 
I find myse lf forced into a lobbing 
situation only once or twice per 
tournament, and these are always 
desperat ion flick-of-the-wrist 
circumstances where no other shot is 
physically possible . But even in these 
rare instances I try to send the lob as 
high as possible without touching the 
ceiling, cross-court and strive for side 
wall contact on the ball 's downward 
trajectory . 
Avoid lobbing the serve return if at all 
possible. 
Kill Shot Return 
The kill shot return of service is bold 
and flashy when successful, 
humiliating and demoralizing when 
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skipped in. As a service return weapon 
off of a sound serve, it is a double-
edged sword which could just as easily 
cut the receiver as the server. As such, 
the kill is an illogical choice of return. 
The wizard of logic, Mr. Spock, of 
television's "Star Trek," would rarely 
go for the bottom board of the 
spacebound court within the steel 
bowels of the Starship Enterprise. He 
might relate that "The feasibility of 
shooting the serve is a fascinating 
possibility, but hardly one worthy of 
actual practice ." 
Another self-proclaimed logistician, 
Charlie Brumfield (Ceiling ball Brum) 
once sagely penned with tongue in 
cheek:" So why try it (the service return 
kill)? How many balls are you going to 
hit for absolute winners off your 
opponent's · best shot, his serve? I can't 
hit very many percentage -wise, and if 
you can, send me your name and I'll 
bet on you in the next national 
tournament." 
This author is less fanatical about the 
situation than Mr. Spock or Mr. 
Brumfield. I do concur that a strong 
propensity for the defensive should 
occupy the player 's mind as he awaits 
service. But-and this is a big but-the 
kill shot is a definite percentage 
possibility, as well as a quick 
rally-ending ploy, for returning a weak 
service. So administer the offensive 
punch on a languid serve by shooting 
the ball. To not do so would breach the 
"Offensive theory of play," besides 
removing the keep-on-your-toes 
pressure from the server who normally 
packpedals nonchalantly into back 
court after serving the ball. 
When you do go for the death stroke on 
the service return, it is generally wise to 
place forehand kill attempts into the 
forehand corner, and backhands into 
the backhand corner. (See figure 10.) 
Repetition spawns remembrance . So 
excuse any redundant emphasis which 
ensues, because the following concept 
is worth a. heapful of points per game. 
When one goes for a kill off a good 
serve, all the cold and calculating 
center court theory in the court world is 
working against you. 
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Fig . 10-A weak serve to the forehand may be 
killed in the right front comer . 

Does it make sense to shoot for the 
roll-off from three-quarter court when 
your nemesis is stationed in front of you 
in perfect center court position? If you 
skip the ball in, your rival picks up a 
point without expending an iota of 
energy; and if you leave the ball up 
even slightly on the front wall, your 
opponent will be right there in two 
daddy-sized steps ready to gratefully 
pounce on the plum. This time he gains 
the point by outlaying but few milliergs 
of energy. Of course , it is true that if 
your shot is a flat roll-out then you win 
the side-out (not the point) along with 
the admiration of the spectators , but I 
can almost guarantee this will transpire 
a low percentage of the time . Save your 
kill shots for riper times, which are sure 
to _arise during the course of the rally . 
(It must be clear that the above 
paragraph assumes the serve to you, 
the reciever, is a good-to-moderately 
good one. But again, if the serve is 
weak, then inhale, grunt and tee off 
offensively with a kill or pass.) 
But, you cry in rebuttal, it feels so fine to 
smack those solid flat rollers which 
send the server into vocal fits of 
self-condemnation. True. Just observe 
a pro take another pro's weak serve 
and handle it adeptly with a kill shot 
return . The faces of the server and 
returner are respective masks of agony 
and ecstasy : "I've been had by that 
lucky sonofaduffer!" the pro server 
fumes internally as he snails with 

weighted shoulders to rear court. 
"That'll show that pea-bra ined court 
scum!" his jub ilant peer inwardly leers 
as he moseys to the service area. The 
latter casts a know ing eye at the 
bleachers , dramatizing his temporary 
stroke of proficiency . Two plays later, 
our man with the up-turned eyes and 
up-turned nose is a picture of humility 
and frustration. His eyes look inward, 
avoiding contact with all others, for he 
has just skipped in three service return 
kill attempts in a row. 
I can identify with the above fantasized 
(?) anecdote . Back when I was a pure 
court rat, flaunting freak balls, 
enthusiasm and jockstrap headbands, 
I often found myself in the same movie. 
I wanted to display my flash , power and 
ignorance to the sprinkling of 
mini-skirted dumplin 's in the gallery. I 
did this by pouncing regularly on every 
other service and flailing for the bottom 
board . Won their hearts, but not the 
game . 
Let's assume , contrary to this , that you 
are after points. Want to unfurl a 
paragon of patience, poise and savvy 
to the grizzled court veterans in the 
stands? Then send your service 
returns elsewhere than the bottom 
board . 
Summary 
When practicing the various defensive 
shots, you automatically groom your 
skill in the area of service return. Keep 
in mind that most balls being put into 



play will be directed at your backhand, 
and train accordingly. The fly in the 
soup is that the offensive game is also 
an integral component of the receiver's 
consideration. Hence, some skill for 
being able to bury the ball low into the 
corners is needed . It is a tough order, 
but drill for the service return by 
keeping up on all the defensive 
(especially) and offensive shots used 
in racquetball. 
The ultimate way to practice the return 
of service is to find someone who 
wants to work on his serves . In this 
case he serves, you return and the ball 
is caught. Repeat and re-repeat. 
The summary of a dissertation on 
service return is easily written: 
1) The principal service return is the 
ceiling ball. 
2) To a certain degree, the type of 
serve will dictate your type of response . 
3) Be patient when responding to a 
good serve, and be alert for offensive 
possibilities when given a poor serve. 
4) Mix up your returns if you have not 
yet discovered anything that is 
especially effective against an 
individual server (e.g. at the beginning 
of the game). 
5) If a specific service rebuttal does 
prove to be the antidote against a 
particular opponent, importune him 
without variation with that shot. 
6) Next to the serve, the service return 
is the most overshadowing facet of 
racquetball play. 

By way of further summary, the most 
common errors department is 
extensive: 
1) Assuming an initial stance too 
anterior in the court . Start with heels 
about three feet from back wall. 
2) Following the return stroke, not 
moving up to seize center court 
position . Do no lallygag in back court, 
but follow in your shot. 
3) Not aiming for a specific shot. Do 
not spray your returns at random. 
4) Forgetting the prime objective of 
neutralizing the server 's positional 
advantage . Drive him posterior . 
5) "Running around" the ball to take 
what should have been a backhand 
stroke with the forehand. This is 
strategically sacrilegious, positionally 
suicidal and leads to inferior 
development of the backhand . 
6) Indiscriminately shooting of the ball 
off the serve. Get hep with a 
conservative train of thought when 
receiving service. 
7) Not employing the "fifth wall " 
enough . The ceiling is not there solely 
to keep the raindrops out and the 
racquetballs in. 
8) Hitting ceiling shots on balls . 
presented to the receiver below waist 
height. Recall that a weak serve at 
knee level or lower should be assaulted 
with offensive intent. 
9) Not hitting ceiling shots on balls_ 
presented to the receiver above waist 
height. • 
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Developing Your 
Racquetball Skills 
At A Faster Rate 
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in the U.S. Air Force . After completing 
his military duty, he attended several 
racquetball camps which were held by 
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instructor at Red Lerille 's Health and 
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He also is the Academic Counselor for 
Student-Athletes at the University of 
Southwestern Louisiana. He has a B.S. 
in Business Administration, B.S. in 
Health and Physical Education , and an 
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This article is addressed primarily to 
the novice or intermediate racquetball 
player. The information is intended for 
players who are making racquetball a 
secondary but a permanent dimension 
in their lives . It is intended as much for 
women as for men. 
I believe there are some basic 
principles that you (the novice and 
intermediate racquetball player) can 
use to develop your racquetball skills at 
a faster rate. Some of these principles 
you may know and understand, but I 
think they need to be re-emphas ized. I 
am convinced that the application of 
these princ iples will improve your level 
of play and enhance your enjoyment of 
racquetball. 
The first step , and perhaps the most 
critical, is the establishment of goals . 
These goals must be defined in 
measurable behavioral terms and 
distinguished between process and 
product assessments . A product is the 
outcome of a behavior, e.g., the 
number of kill shots executed, the 
number of games won. 
Processes are the behaviors emitted in 
producing a desired outcome , e.g. , 
getting in position to hit the ball, 
watching the ball while hitting, and 
following through after hitting the ball . 
In the early stages of learning 
racquetball, I recommend that you 
focus primarily on process behaviors. 
Judging your progress according to the 
number of kill shots executed or games 
won can seriously undermine your 
progress in racquetball. I will elaborate 
on this point later . 
Defining your initial objectives in terms 
of process behaviors does present 
some problems . Many behaviors that 
are generally treated as discrete units 
are actually chains of smaller 
behaviors. Chaining is a series of 
responses that follow in close 
succession and thus form a more 
complete behavior . For example, the 
complete art of hitting a racquetball 
requires running to the ball, getting into 
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position with the racquet back and wrist 
cocked , bending your knees, watching 
the ball, and swinging through the ball. 
The most accurate way to define your 
goals is to divide your racquetball skills 
into chains and define your goals in 
terms of the units that these chains 
comprise . 

The chaining concept has major 
implications for the relearning of 
racquetball skills. While a novice in 
racquetball might have to learn every 
single unit in a chain , an estab lished 
player might need to reshape only one 
or two of those units . Focusing on one 
unit at a time , while leaving other 
behaviors intact , is the most reinforcing 
way to rebuild a racquetball skill. If you 
have not been sufficiently cocking your 
wrist on your strokes or have not been 
following through on your shots , you 
initially should attempt to change only 
one of these elements. You might 
begin with the link closest to the end of 
the chain (following through) and work 
backward . This appro ach seems to be 
less disruptive of the previousl y 
established response chain than 
beginning with an early link and 
working forward. Or, if one link is 
noticeably easier to change than 
another, you might begin with the 
easier link. The point is that you should 
focus on one thing at a time; do not try 
to rebuild a skill in one day . 



Your behavior objectives will change 
tremendously as you progress in your 
racquetball skills . Once you have 
developed some proficiency in 
executing the fundamental process 
behaviors, you can begin thinking in 
terms of products, e.g ., number of 
serves that produced weak returns. 
You eventually should reach a point 
where the goals are very stringent. For 
example, your goal might be to play the 
percehtage shot on every shot hit to 
you in a match . Who knows , one day 
your goal may be to win the Nationals. 
A primary problem in attempting to 
monitor your behavior objectives is that 
the logistics of monitoring can 
unc;lermine your enjoyment of 
racquetball. Paper-and-pencil 
tech~iques are generally too 
cumbersome for self-recording in 
racquetball. Instead, I recommend the 
wrist counter which can be used to 
record your behavior without 
interfering with the game itself. With the 
wrist counter, you can record three 
behaviors concurrently or you can 
record occurrences of a particular 
behavior plus opportunities for that 
behavior. A wrist counter w ith three 
separate recording dials can be 
obtained from Behavior Research 
Company, Box 3351 , Kansas City, 
Kansas 66103, for approximately 
$4.00. 
Another method I recommend for 
recording behavior is the bead counter . 
The bead counter is worn around the 
wrist and allows you to monitor up to 
eight behaviors at once . The beads are 
tightly strung so they will not 
accide!ltally slip back and forth . Each 
strand has 12 beads, but the number of 
strands and beads per strand can be 
increased. 
The best way to record your behav ior in 
racquetball is a straight frequency 
count (the number of times a response 
occurs). It will present a descriptive 
picture of your behavior. 

As previously stated, self-recording in 
racquetball should focus on process 
behaviors rather than pro9uct 
behaviors . Assessment of process 
behav iors will be more useful in 
improv ing your racquetball game . 
In practic ing your racquetball skills you 
do not need a playing partner. It is a fact 
that practicing your backhand stroke 
independently may be more beneficial 
than working on it under game 
conditions. Independent practice gives 
you more opportunities to execute the 
backhand stroke than game conditions 
do . Independent practice also allows 
you to keep playing conditions more 
cons istent than is typically poss ible 
under game conditions. This is 
espec ially important in the initial stages 
of sk ill acquisition . For examp le, it is 
very difficu lt to develop your backhand 
stroke when the ball is com ing back to 
you in many different ways. 
Another way to improve your 
racquetball skills is to take formal 
instruction from a qualified instructor, 
rather than going out and learn ing on 
your own . Whrfe you can acquire many 
skills just by playing, you can also 
acqu ire a mu ltitude of bad habits that 
are practically imposs ible to change . 
Naturally acquired skills can limit your 
future development. So if you plan to 
get any instruct ion in racquetball , the 
best time to get it is when you first get 
involved in the game . 
Another approach you can use to 
improve your racquetball skills is 
simply by watch ing a skilled player 
perform . This is called modeling . A . 
demonstrat ion of the forehand stroke Is 
often much c learer than a verbal 
description of the forehand ~troke . '!'Ou 
wi ll bene fit most from watching a skilled 
perform ance after you have deve loped 
some fundamental skills of your own . 
Otherw ise , you will not be aware of 
what the skilled player is do ing. You will 
only be aware that the player is 
executing certain major skills . You will 
not see the behavior chains (e.g ., 

position ing of the fee t, racquet back 
and cocked , follow -through) that 
const itute those skills. 
Much of your reinforcement for 
participating in racquetball will come 
quite naturally from the activ ity itself ; 
but natural reinforcement is not 
inevitable . We are all familiar with the 
player who plays racquetball with the 
greatest ant icipat ion but ends up hitt ing 
his racquet on the wall or floor - or at 
any rate , feels that his or her game has 
completely deteriorated . Th is sense of 
frustration can be removed . There are 
several procedures for maxim izing the 
reinforcement va lue of playing 
racquetball and for minimiz ing its 
frustrat ion potent ial. 
There are two major object ives that 
characterize participat ion in 
racquetball - exercise and execution 
of shots. It does not matter how badly 
you play , vigorous racquetball playing 
will make it worthwhile . Unfortunate ly, 
the amount of exercise and proficiency 
of play tend to be highly correlated. 
Th is is part icu lar ly true if you consider 
the performance of all players 
collectively . Poor performance on the 
part of one or more players usually 
means that the ball is not kept in play 
long enough for anyone to get much 
exercise. Another way that poor play 
diminishes the exercise value of 
playing racquetball is when things go 
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badly, and you stop moving_. attempting 
difficult shots and start sulking between 
points. This slows the pace of the game 
even more, accentuates your mood of 
self-pity; and further decreases your 
performance level. These problems 
cannot be totally eliminated, but you 
can control the pace of your 
movements between shots. If those 
behaviors can be altered, you can still 
get a great deal of exercise even 
though you are not playing well. 
The second major source of 
reinforcement for playing racquetball 
comes from the execution of shots . 
There are two types of feedback in 
evaluating your performance level in 
racquetball. The first is what Rushall 
and Siedentop ( 1972) refer to as 
intrinsic information feedback. This 
krnd of feedback is inherent in 
racquetball. You can immediately 
determine whether you hit the ball 
correctly with power and accuracy. 

This feedback will affect your future 
attempts at that behavior. Even though 
racquetball provides a lot of intrinsic 
feedback, external feedback is 
important also . External feedback, 
which is another means of evaluating 
your performance level in racquetball, 
is the information regarding your 
performance that is supplied from an 
external source . For example, an 
instructor may view your process 
behaviors (response chains) and then 
tell you what you are doing wrong or 
right. The best way to get external 
feedback is to use videotapes of your 
performance. A videotape can give you 
immediate and accurate feedback 
about your responses - feedback that 
can be very useful in adjusting those 
responses. 
In evaluating your performance under 
game conditions , you must examine 
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your playing in highly specific terms . It 
is not sufficient simply to ask whether 
you are having a good or bad day. 
Instead, you must appraise your 
playing in the different situations that 
occur during play . There are two 
questions that you should ask about 
each situation : (1) Was the correct shot 
attempted? (2) Was the shot 
performed correctly? When you are 
playing poorly , it may be that the shot 
was well executed but inappropriate for 
that situat ion . Or, you may have 
selected the right shot but executed it 
poorly. If you do not answer these 
questions, you may attempt to change 
the wrong phase of your game . 
A phenomenon known to all who play 
racquetball is the infamous bad day . 
Absolutely everything goes wrong and 
you become convinced that the gods 
are against you. It is this kind of day that 
can cause a racquetball player to give 
up the game . However, there are ways 
to find reinforcement even on the worst 
days . Usually there is some aspect of 
your game that you are executing fairly 
well - ceiling shot, pass shot or 
whatever . Capitalize on that shot and 
use it extensively enough to make the 
game interesting. In racquetball a 
sense of control is fundamental to 
enjoying the game. By emphasizing a 
shot that you are executing fairly well, 
you can achieve some sense of 
control, even on bad days . 
Self-verbalization is another princ iple 
that can be used to learn and improve 
your racquetball game. Just before a 
shot is to be executed, we say to 
ourselves, "Do this and do that." It is 
imperative that your self-verbalization 
focus on process rather than product. 
Focusing on the product ("Hit the ball 
low, " "Hit the ball in the corner ") will 
cause you to anticipate the 
consequences of your actions, which 
often will cause you to lose sight of the 
immediate shot to be executed. 
Self-verbalizations such as "Get in 
position ," " Watch the ball, " and 
"Swing through the ball" will focus 
your attention where it belongs. These 
verbalizations will also maximize the 
chances of the ball hitting in the corner 
for a winner. 
What I have just described is a 
procedure for concentration. Lack of 
concentration is often the cause of 
executing poor shots in racquetball. 
But how does one learn to 
concentrate? I do not have the 

complete answer , but I believe that 
self-verbalization will increase 
concentration . Verbally telling yourself 
to do something does increase the 
probab ility of do ing it. 
In the previous paragraph I suggested 
that concentration is a very elusive 
concept , but I think an even more 
elusive is the concept of confidence. 
Whatever confidence is, it probably 
emerges primari ly from success . . 
Confidence is a covert response which 
entails at least two dimensions : (1) 
absence of extreme muscular tension, 
and (2) the belief that you can execute 
the shots required in racquetbal l. 
It is without question that extreme 
muscular tension will adversely affect 
your performance in racquetball._ 
Muscular tension is very destruct ive to 
a forehand or backhand stroke which 
require a great deal ?f mu~cle . 
coord ination. To allev iate this tension, I 
recommend that you engage in some 
type of muscle relaxat ion exerc ises just 
before you play . If you can put muscle 
relaxat ion under the control of a single 
stimulus (e.g. , the word relax), you 
cou ld employ that strategy during play. 
Th is procedure was proposed by Bugg 
(1972) . He advocates that a per~on do 
three things when confronted with 
muscular tension or stress: (1) Take a 
deep breath and let i~ go sudden ly. 
Accord ing to Bugg this procedure _ 
forces relaxation at least for a split 
second . (2) Te ll yourse lf to relax. (3) 
Focus for a few seconds on something 
very pleasant. After complet ing ~hese 
steps, you will redirect your attent ion to 
the problem situation . Whenever you 
felt yourself tensing up , you could apply 
this technique dur ing a time out or 
between games in a match. 
Another effective way to relax or 
reverse anxiety reactions is 
self-directed guidance (Meinchenbaun 
and Cameron, 1974) . When you begin 
to get anxious, you probably say a 
number of things to yourse lf that 
accentuates your anxiety (e.g., "_I'm 
going to look bad, " " I'm really going to 
be embarrassed /'J If you wou ld start 
emitting positive self-utterances .~~-9-, 
"I'm well prepared for this match :, .. My 
shots are as good as anyone 's, All I 
need to do is play percentage 
racquetball. ") At the first sign of . 
tightness or anxiety , muscular tension 
can be avo ided . Whenever you felt 
yourself tensing up , you could apply 
that stimulus immediately . 



A second dimension of confidence is 
believing that you can execute the 
shots that are required to play a good 
game of racquetball. By visualizing the 
execution of a forehand shot and 
experiencing favorable consequences 
resulting from the shot, you may 
improve your ability to hit the forehand 
shot. Some support for this belief is 
provR:led by Corbin (1967). He 

compared actual practice of a skill to 
mental practice and to no practice . He 
found, not surprisingly , actual practice 
produced more rapid acquisition than 
did the other conditions . However , 
mental practice was superior to no 
practice. Corbin also found that mental 
practice was most effective when it was 
preceded by actual practice. To 
visualize yourself accurately 
performing racquetball skills will help 
you in executing those skills. 
Your overall percept ion of yourself as a 
racquetball player can be improved 
thrg~gh positive self-references . In 
racquetball , as in life, we can focus too 
much on our negative attributes . 
Undoubtedly, there are many good 
features of your racquetball game . By 
recording these positive features and 
verbalizing them to yourself just before 
playing a match , you may enhance 
your perception of yourself as a 
racquetball player . 
In this article , I have identified some 
basic principles that will help you 
develop your racquetball game at a 
faster rate. Go forth and play 
racquetball!! • 
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INSTRUCTIONAL TERRY FANCHER 

Basics For 
Beginners 
The Back Wall 
If you are a beginner at the game of racquetball, or have played for only a short 
period of time, this article is written for you. It has been the experience of many 
teaching professionals that new players, men, women or children, who take either 
group or private lessons at a club, YMCA or other facility start to acquire needed 
fundamentals of the game right from the beginning . Conversely, players who 
participate in the sport for a period of months without instruction have a very 
difficult time in trying to correct bad habits . In short, it makes sense to start 
learning correct techniques from the onset of play rather than having to readjust 
poorly learned techniques later. 

One of the most common shots in 
racquetball not only for beginners but 
for all levels of play is the back wall shot 
(Fig . #1 ). Any ball that rebounds crisply 
off of the front wall at a height of five 
feet or more will probably carry off the 
rear wall and is retrievable. 

I 

I 

\t 
Fig . #1-Typical off the back wall set up. 

116 JULY 

If the player can reach the ball on its 
rebound off the back wall in time, he 
can hit a hard offensive return or go for 
the kill. If the player has to rush to the 
ball and does not have time to set up, 
then the shot should be returned 
defensively . In any case, this shot is 
one of the most basic in the game and 
should be mastered if the player 
wishes to play the game successfully . 
A meaningful sequence to teach or 
learn the back wall shot for a beginning 
player is described in outline form in the 
following paragraphs: 
Step 1. The instructor or friend tosses 
short back wall set ups as the first step 
in learning the shot. A ball is tossed to 
the floor about two feet from the back 
wall and rebounds toward the beginner 
who is already in the position required 
for an easy foretiand return (Fig . #2) . 
This drill may be practiced with a 
bucket of old balls tossed one after the 
other and the purpose is to give the 
student a feeling for the basic rhythm of 
the shot and stroke. 
Key Indicators of success for the 
drill are: 
1 . Do not position yourself too close to 
the back wall; allow room for the ball to 
rebound 
2. Keep the ball at arms length 
3. Keep your feet spread widely apart 
4. By the time the ball hits the back 
wall, your racquet head should be up 
and your wrist should be cocked 
5. Bend at the knees 

Fig. #2-With a friend or instructor, the ball is 
tossed off the wall and the student strikes it to the 
front wall. 

* ' * J 



~9- #3-lnstructor hits a back wall set up to 
himself and student imitates mov ement and 
timing. 

* 
t 

6. Allow the ball to drop to waist height 
before striking 
7. Focus vision on the ball at all times 
Step 2. After step one feels 
comfortable, usually after 25 to 50 balls 
have been struck , the beginner then 
may start from center court position to 
practice the footwork and positioning 
similar to that in a game situation. The 
instructor stands in right center court 
and the student stands in left center 
court; then the instructor hits a back 
wall set up to himself and the student 
imitates the movement and timing of 
the instructor (Fig. #3). This gives him 
a feeling of exactly how quickly he must 
move back to retrieve the ball. 
Key indicators for success are: 
1. Track the ball to the back wall and 
focus your eyes on the ball as it hits the 

front wall, the floor on the bounce, and 
then rebounds to you off the back wall 
2 . Follow the ball facing the right side 
wall (forehand) with a sideways 
cross-over step or a sideways slide 
step 
3. Keep the ball at arms length as it 
rebounds off the back wall to allow for a 
full swing and to eliminate jamm ing the 
swing 
4. Allow the ball to drop below the 
waist before beginning the swing 
5. Quick ly get the head of the racquet 
up, cock the wrist, plant both feet 
securely on the floor, and let the ball 
drop into position 
6. Step into the stroke with the forward 
foot as you start to make contact with 
the ball 
7. Remember, the harder the ball is 
struck on the preceeding shot, the 
further it will rebound off the back wall. 
The softer it is struck on the preceeding 
shot , the less it will rebound off the 

I \ 

* * \ 
Fig. ;/4- lnstructor hits a back wa ll se t up and 
student executes the complete set up and stroke 
sequence. 

back wall. Therefore, the harder the 
ball has been hit, the less distance you 
will have to move back and the softer 
the ball is hit, the more you will have to 
move back into deep court to retrieve it. 
Step 3. After repeating the tracking drill 
several times the instructor now hits 
the student an actual back wall set up . 
If the lead-in drills have been taught 
correctly, the basic execution will now 
make sense to the student. The 
instructor stands in the same position 
as in Figure #3 except he now hits the 
ball straight off the back wall and the 
student executes a complete 
off-the -back wall return sequence (Fig. 
#4) . 
Common mistakes include the 
following: 
1 . The player does not follow the ball 
to the back wall but instead waits for the 
ball to come to him on the rebound 
2. The beg inner does not stop his 
retreat to the back wall in time and the 
ball rebounds away from him 
3. A beginner may follow the ball to the 
back wall but does not allow himself 
enough room to execute a full swing at 
the ball 
4 . The player trys to strike the ball too 
soon, at head or shoulder ~eight, . 
resulting in an awkward and 1neffecttve 
return 
5. The player attempts to retun the ball 
without having the racquet back or feet 
set prior to executing the swing 
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After the basic back wall sequence is 
learned, then further practice can be 
devoted to more precise execution and 
timing. The set ups may also be 
practiced above . Group drills for 
teaching the back wall shot can be 
used with as many as four beginners 
on the court at one time (Fig. #5). 

* * * 

* 

Fig. 115--Student executes the back wall set up, 
then returns to the end of the line. 

A constant and continuous rotation of 
the sequence lets the students watch 
for errors to be corrected the next time 
their turn comes up. It also allows a 
brief rest prior to trying again. The 
instructor can speed up or slow down 
the drill as he pleases or stop to point 
out corrections that need to be made. 
The same drill may be used to teach 
the proper return of a ball that rebounds 
from front to back wall without striking 
the floor on its journey to the back wall. 
(Fig. #6). Instead of having to retreat 
for this type of shot, the player has to 
quickly move to short court position to 
return the shot. The difference in these 
two shots is that one strikes the floor 
enroute to the back wall and the other 
does not. A player must learn to 
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Fig. 116-The ball rebounds so hard and high off 
the front wall that it does not strike the floor and 
lands in front court . 

* I 
I 

distinguish quickly between the two 
shots because you must move in two 
different directions depending on 
which shot is to be played . 
The same group drill may be used to 
teach beginners to recognize and 
execute both the shots. The only 
difference is that the instructor varies 
the set-ups and the students must 
decide for themselves which way to 
move for the ball. The drill teaches 
quick anticipation . One key factor for 
the player to consider is how hard and 
high the ball is hit on the front wall, 
because that will determine whether or 
not it will strike the floor before hitting 
the back wall. 
This brings us to the final analysis of a 
perfectly executed back wall set up and 
kill. The lower the ball is struck in 
relation to the floor, the less chance it 
will have to stay in play (Fig. #7). In 
effect the back wall return becomes a 
back wall set up with a kill shot return in 
which the ball is virtually unreturnable. 
Varied with an occassional pass down 
the left or right wall , the shot becomes 
even more effective . • 

Fig. 117-The lower the ball is allowed to drop 
before being hit, the less the angle to the front 

wall, and the less chance it will 
pop up and stay in play. 
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I INSTRUCTIONAL FOR INSTRUCTORS 

Footwork 
Lee Duda is the head pro at the 
Evanston Court Club, Evanston, 
Illinois, a top ranked A pl·ayer in that 
state and long-time contributor to 
National Racquetball magazine. 

As instructors and players we have all 
admired the grace and agility of the 
professional tour player . His fluid ability 
to move after the ball seems almost 
impossible to achieve . His timing is 
perfect and his physical skills are 
unparalled by those of any other 
racquet sport . 
As instructors, we more frequently see 
the novice player who can barely hit the 
ball. He is afraid to move forward or 
backward to retrieve a ball. But this 
player is our bread and butter. It's our 
job to refine his skills and transfer him 
into a player whose ability approaches , 
to the greatest extent possible, the 
ability of the touring pro. With proper 
instruction and a lot of patience on the 
part of both the instructor and the 
player, this can be achieved . 
If one watches a skilled player, he 
notices that this player can switch to 
the forehand or the backhand hit in an 
instant. If one watches the novice 
player, he sees the opposite . If the 
novice takes a ball on the forehand and 
his next shot is hit to the backhand, he 
will invariably back up and attempt to 
take a forehand shot without pivoting . 
To really help a student, an instructor 
must understand what causes this 
difference between pro and novice. 
The answer is simple, but important, -
no matter how perfect the swing, you 
can't hit the ball if you can't get your 
racquet on it. In other words , if you 
don't move your feet (and your 
expletive deleted}, you can't hit the ball. 
If you don't pivot your hips and feet, you 
can't turn your body to hit the ball. 
The solution is simple : Move your feet , 
turn your body, and hit the ball. But, 
most beginners are not aware of this 
simple concept when they start to play. 
As instructors, we must understand the 
beginner's lack of awareness of this 
concept and be prepared to teach body 
and feet movements in the initial 
sessions with a student. 

To do this I have my student participate 
in a pivot drill to make him aware of the 
proper movement. I ask the student to 
start in an open position with his body 
facing the front wall. If he is right . 
handed , I ask him to turn to the right , 
drop his right foot back and step 
sideways to the front wa_ll with . his 17ft 
foot. While he turns, he 1s getting his 
racquet in position to hit the ball. _This 
imitates the forehand hit. I ask him to 
repeat this until he gets his feet and 
body moving properly. 
Then I do the same drill for the 
backhand . The student starts in the 
open position, drops the left foot back, 
and steps sideways to the front wall 
with the right foot. While r:>i_voting ~e's 
getting the racquet in pos1t1on to hit. 
Now he has learned how to pivot both 
to the forehand side and to the 
backhand . 
Finally, I work on the transit ion from 
forehand to backhand . I start the 
student again in the open position and 
ask him to repeat the drill continuously 
moving from backhand to forehand to 
backhand , etc. Hopefully, he is now 
aware that he can move his feet and 
can pivot. It actually turns out to be a 
half step and a turn to the right and a 
half step and turn to the left from the 
open position , but it is movement to the 
ball and that's what this game 
is about . • 

Paramount 
INTRODUCES THE 

New 

REASONS WHY 
SPORTSTRAINER IS BEST 

FOR YOUR CLUB ... 

LOWEST PRICES .. . now you can 
offer your members the most ad -
vanced health spa type equ ipment 
at factory-d i rect low price s. 

MORE EXERCISE/FITNESS BEN-
EFITS ... to improve your mem -
b e r ' s g a me, app ear a nce and 
overall hea lth . 

HIGHEST DOLLAR RETURNS .•. 
with no costl y year after yea r 
overhead . Requir es no instructor s 
- compl e tely self - progr amm ing . 
Co mpact for minimu m spac e. 

ADDS GLAMOUR .. . EXCITE-
MENT FOR CONDITIONING .. . 
Revo lut ionary desi gn w ith Duo-
Flex ™- the most advanc ed hea lth 
spa condit ioni ng system ever! 

FREE PLANNING, 
CONSUL TING SERVICES 

On ly Paramou nt Manuf act ure s a 
Comp lete Line o f Exercise Equ ip-
ment at Factory -Dir ect Pr ices! 

® 
Paramount 
Health Equipment Corp . 

3000 So. Santa Fe Avenue 
Los Angeles, Calif . 90058 

Write or Call Collect 
for complete Information 

(213)583-2424 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 119 



TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

Virginia 
1977 USAA Virginia State Singles & Doubles 
Tournament 
The first USAA Virginia State singles and 
doubles tournament was held March 4, 5 and 6 at 
the new Courts Royal Richmond facility. A record 
127 entries comprised the field in five divisions, 
wh ich kept the 11 courts busy from 2 p.m. Friday 
until 5 p.m. Sunday with over 170 matches . 
In the open singles divis ion with 45 entries saw 
the top eight seeds progress to the quarter-finals 
with only one upset. Mike Mankin of Alexandria 
upset #7 seed Clay Mccaskey of Richmond 
12-21, 21-5 , 11-8. Tom Kula s the # 1 seed and 
defend ing state champion moved to the semi's 
by defeating #5 seed Buzz Parker 21-6 , 21-11 . 
Tom 's opponent in the semi 's was Jack Blystone 
( #4 seed) who defeated Stan Weinstein by a 
forfe it as a series of cramps would not allow Stan 
to get started . Kulas defeated Blystone (21-13, 
21-8) to reach the finals as Jack just couldn't get 
his shoot ing game going. In the lower half of the 
draw Glen Allen the #3 see d advanced to the 
sem i's by defeating Mike Mankin 21-6 , 21-6. Ed 
Remen , seeded #2, and last year's runner-up to 
Kulas, moved into the semi's by defeating Jim 
Roberson 21-7, 21-6 in a batt le of the shoot ers. 
Remen defeated a tired Allen who was also 
moving along in the Senior competition 21-12, 
21-1710 reach the finais and set up a re-ma tch of 
last year's state finals . Tom Kulas prevailed 
again as the state champion with a 21-7 , 21-17 
victory, as Ed came up a little short again for the 
2nd year in a row. There 's always next year, Ed! 
Jack Blystone took third as an exhausted Glenn 
Allen could not muster enough energy to 
challenge Jack . 
The Senior Division drew 22 top compet itors. 
The top 4 seeds progressed to the semi 's with # 1 
seed Bill King facing #4 seed George Long in the 
upper bracket . King, the defending state senior 's 
champ, defeated Long 21-14, 21-14 to reach the 
finals . In the bottom half of the draw , #2 seed 
Glenn Allen met #3 seed Bill Buckman . Buckman 
emerged the winner in a long, hard contested 
match . Bill King beat Buckman for the title again 
21-14 , 21-10. George Long beat Glenn Allen for 
third place 14-21, 21-3, 11-1. 
The Women 's Open , .with 24 entries, saw # 1 
seed Carol Franck defeat Pat Tillotson, an 
up-and-coming competitor , 21-12 , 21-4 in the 
semi 's. Barbara Leavitt #2 seed, defeated Fran 
Davis 21-14, 21-8 to reach the finals . Carol, one 
of the top ranked women players in the nation , 
proved too tough for Barbara who gave a valiant 
effort in a 21-11, 21-5 loss. Pat Tillotson defeated 
Fran Davis for third 21-6, 21-11. 
The Open B singles divis ion showed the larges t 
number of entries with 60 participants . The 
caliber of play was excellent and all had a good 
experience in what was for many their first 
tournament. Carol Frenck defeated Todd Carter 
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Ed Remen goes to the ceiling in his quarter-final 
round win over Jim Roberson In the 
Virginia State Championships . 

• 

to reach the finals 21-11, 21-16 . In a hard fought 
match Leroy Pringle of Hampton defeated a 
rapidly coming Guido Alvarez 21-20, 21-13 . The 
final s proved to be a barn-burner with Caro l 
losing the fi rst game 21-16 but coming back 
strong 21-7 to take the second . The momentum 
was w ith Carol for the 11 point tie breaker as she 
ran the score to 10-6. However , she could not 
find that last point as Pringle came back strong to 
take it 11-10 and win the title. 
The doubles field had 21 entries . Top seeded 
King-Kulas defeated Grandy and Graham in the 
semis 21-16 , 21-7; Remen and Blystone 
defeated Door and Drennon 21-12 , 21-13 to 
reach the finals . Remen and Blystone upset the 
#1 team of King and Kutas 21-13, 21-7 to take 
the state double s title . Jack Blystone put on a 
rollout exhibit ion that could not miss . With Ed 
retriev ing and Jack shooting, King and Kulas 
could not get going and remained frustrated until 
the end . 
Every1hing went smoothly , with a great 
hospitality room made available to the player s 
and their families by Anne Remen and her 
helper s, Jennifer McCaskey and Debbie Miller . A 
special thanks to Court s Royal Richmond and 
Greg Cuenin for all the ir help, Dr. Pepper people 
and McDonald 's for their contribution, Sid Semel 
for a great floor managing job and Anne and Ed 
Remen for running such a smooth tourney . 
Look ing forward to a bigger and better turnout 
nex1 year. 

Arkansas 
Arkansas held its first state championship since 
its affiliation with the USAA at Burns Park Tenn is 
Center in North Little Rock and ii was by far the 
biggest and most successful tournament ever. 
Brett Mistele who has been bidd ing for the state 's 
honor for three years, finally is the 1977 
Arkansas state champion . It wasn 't easy, 
however , as Jack Wrenn took Mistele to the three 
game limit before losing 21-11, 10-21, 11-9. 
This was the first time Arkansas had a women 's 
champ ionship and Lisa Collins is its first 
champion . The lady's bracket proved to be one of 
the most excit ing of the tournament. Lisa played 
Carolyn Holliday to the tie breaker, 17-21, 21-1, 
11-9, before a full gallery . 
The biggest surprise of the tournament was Mel 
Kinco, who entered his first state tournament in 
the B bracket. Melvin won the B bracket by 
beat ing Clovis Swinney, former New Or1ean's 
Saint, 21-14 , 21-14 . Mel, who also entered the A 
bracket for the experience , made it to the 
sem i-finals and took first seed Jack Wrenn three 
games before losing , 21-20 , 20-21, 11-4. 
Dick Wells, two month s shy of being a master 's 
player, took the C bracket over Neil Bryant 21-16, 
21-7 . 
Bob Plante is Arkansas ' master 's champion ; he 
beat Lee Morgans in the finals 14-21, 21-17 , 
11-6. 
Hugh Groover , Athletic Director at Hard ing 
College , defeated Ross Cox to become 
Arkansas ' seniors champ ion·. 
Herbert Jones, 15, is the new jun ior champion 
defeating Bill Dodson, Jr ., 14, 21-2, 21-5. 

Vermont 
Host: Fountain of Youth Court Club & Health 
Spa 
Men 's Seniors (Seml-llnals) : Christensen d. Norben 21-4, 
21-19; Melzer d. Barone 2 1-17, 21-15. 
(Championsh ip) : Melzer d. Chris tensen 21-7 , 21-11. 
Men's B (Ouarter-llnals) : lannacono d. Basile 21-14, 21-4 ; 
Christensen d. Iverson 21-2, 21-7; Hall d Olcon 21-14, 21-19; 
Polopek d. Lotiempo 21-1 1, 2 1-16. 
(Seml•llnala) ; Iannacone d Chr istensen 2 1-20, 15-2 1, 11-2; 
Polopek d Hall 21-2 , 21-8. 
(Championship) : Polopek d Iannacone 21-10, 21-14 
Women 's B (Semi-finals) : Dee d. Aquav ia 21-4, 2 1-9; Jacob d, 
Eastman 21-0, 21-4 . 
(Championship) : Dee d. Jacob 21-10, 21-17. 
Men's Novice (Quarter-finals) : Halbersta dl d. Gagne 21-1, 
21-3 ; Hohn d . Francis 21-4 , 21-11 ; Brumble d. Galdys21 -3. 21-6· 
McCormick d . Cun liffe 21-9 , 2 1-9. 
(Semi -finals) : Hohn d. Holbers tadl 21-3, 21-5; Brumble d. 
McCormick 21-10, 21-18. 
(Championship) : Hohn d. Brumbl e 2 1-19, 21-15 . 
Women 's Novice (Ouarter-llnals) : Krall d. Cunhlfe 21 -1, 21-11 , 
Asselin d. Boardman 21-7, 2 1-3; Tirabassi d. Mature 2 1-2, 21-6 , 
Ingraham d. McAvoy 21-9, 2 1-2. 
(Seml-llnala) : Krall d. Asselin 20-2 1, 21-10, 11-0 ; Tirabass i d 
Ingraham 21-7 , 21-5. 
(Championship) : Tirabass i d. Krall 21-6 , 2Hl . 



Ohio 
The First Annual Court Yard Semi-Pro /Am was 
held March 4, 5 & 6 at Cincinn ati's Court Yard, 
North. Four divisions, Men's Semi -Pro , Women·s 
Semi-Pro, Senio rs and Class B drew 97 players 
from all over the mid- west. 
Top seed s in the Men 's Semi -Pro Division 
included : Chuck Cooper , 1976 Kentucky State 
Singles Champion : Ron Johnson, 1976 Indiana 
State Singles Champion ; and Larry Fox 1976 
Junior Natio nals (16-and-under) Champion . The 
finals saw 17-year-o ld Steve Sulli , Elmhu rst, Ill., 
winning the first game over 17-year -old Fox, 
Cincinnat i 21- 10, Despite Sulli's excellent kills , 
Fox fought back to win the second game 21-12 . 
In the lie breaker Sulli jumped out to an early lead 
of 6-2 but aga in Fox came from behind to win 
11-9 in an exce llent display of racque tball. 
The Wom en's Sem i-Pro Division saw 
14-year-old Bobbi Brennan , Frankfort , Ky ., upset 
number two seed Nance Messerschmidt, Fort 
Wayne , Ind., In the semi-finals In the finals , 
numbe r one seed Gerri Stoffregen , Cincinnati 
showed excellent form as she beat Brennan to 
capture the Wom en's Semi- Pro Div1s1on. 
Senior Division saw Len W ilson , Lou isville, down 
Rod McKinley , Cincinna ti 21-8 , 21 -6. 
In the Class Bevent , Elijah Helton , Cincinnati , 0 ., 
fought his way through the number two seed 
Bruce MacOuarne , West Allis , Wis., and in the 
finals beat number one seed Allen Cohen, 
Louisville , to win the Class B compe tItIon. 
One of the many good features of the tournament 
was the abundance of food and dnnk . Thanks to 
many spon sors around the C1ncinnat1 area , 
players were kep t refreshed throughout the 
weekend . Another great feature was the closed 
cIrcuIt TV camera set on the main court to give 
maximum vIewIng during the matches . 
The tournament as a whol e was a great success 
and player s, sponsor s and spec tators are all 
looking forward to the 2nd Annual Court Yard 
Semi-Pro/Am . Hop e you can be there . 

The first annual Tr i-City Racquetb all Tournament 
was held at The Back Wall in Akron , Ohio on 
February 25, 26 , and 27 . Sixty-four of the best 
racquetball players from all over Northea st Ohio 
competed for trophi es and prizes In th is doubl e 
elimination event. 
The Matche s were welf played and intense, as 
the entrants viewed the "Tri-City " not only as a 
major tournament , but as a tune -up for the 
upcoming Ohio Sta te Champion shi ps. 
Jack Sobel, Sout h Euclid , and Keven Deighan , 
Painesville , played each other twice during the 
tournament. Both times were crucial. as Deigh an 
won the first time, put1ing Sobel into the lose rs 
bracket. Sobel came back strong . how ever . and 
was matched against Deighan aga in. This time, 
they were playing for the right to mov e into the 

finals . Sobel prevailed in this one . and gave 
Deighan his seco nd loss . 
Steve Carson . Clinton . was one of the top four 
players of the tournament His biggest win was 
ove r a very tough Jack Lece rl , Akron . 
The most impressive player of the Tri-C ity Open 
was Marc Fried. Marc lives In Lyndhurst and 
playes most of his racquetball at the Beac hwood 
Back Wall . He certa inly seemed to like the courts 
in Bath, however . becau se he moved into the 
final s without a singl e loss . Fried maintained his 
perfec t record by defeating Jack Soble 21-17 and 
21-14 in two hard-fought games . 

Idaho 
Tournament : Idaho Seamco Open 
Host : Idaho Falls Racquet Club 
Men 's Open · 1 Ron Oeaver 2 Bill Gneder 3 Danny Green 

Open Dou bles · I Gnede r-Deavor 2. Green -Shipley 3. Burgard 
Van Massenhove 

B Singles : I Tom Reese 2 Van Massenhove 3 Marl< TruJIIIO. 

C Singles : I Rob Rankin 2 Paul Krabenhall 3 Pele Waylcll . 

Women 's Open : 1 Lynn Man,n 2 Mary Ann Lamben 3 Sandra 
Trame, 

Tournament: 
St . Valent ine 's Day Massacre Open 
Ho st : Idaho Falls Racquet Club 
Mcn ·s Open (Ouart cr •tinals) : Bowan d Hoplcr 21-" . 21•14, 
PeIe rsen d Bell 20·2 1. 2 1 · I 0, 11 ·3 . Green d Dahl 2 1 ·11, 21-13 : 
Sh ploy d Burgard 21 ·20 . 2 I ·3 
(Sem l- l 1nals)· Pelersend Bowan 17·21 2 1·20. 11·3 Greend 
Ship ley 2 1·18 . 2 1·7 
(Championship) · Petersen d Green 2 1- 17, 21-" (Th ird) : 
Bowan d Shipley 21·12 . 21· 13 

Men 's B (Oua rt er•hno ls): Roese d Strong 21·20. 19·21 , 11·3. 
Egerman d Chandler 21·5. 2 1·8, Bell d Johnson 21· 12 2 1·3. 
Van Massenhove d Lindo 21-16, 21 · 13 
(Seml •hnals) : Egcrman d Reese 21-11 . 21- 10. Van 
Massennove d Bell, delaull 
(Champions hip) : Egorman d Von Masscnhovo 21·20. 21- 11 
(Third) · Reese d Bell. de lau1I 

Tourn ament : Minnesota Stat e Racqu etba ll 
Tourn ament 
Open Singles : t Sieve Smgor 2 Dan Fern s 3 Bob Adam . Jr 

Seni ors: t Bob Adorn Sr 2 Bob McNamara 
Mos 1crs . t John Brandrup 2 Bill Colclough 

Tournament : Fergus Falls 1st An nu al Ju niors 
Host : Fergu " Falls Y.M.C.A. 
(Ouorter-llnols) : Bakken d Mor1cnson . M Johnson d 
Jorg~nson. Bruns d M .olko . Hatchncr d C Johnson 
/Soml•llnnls): B,1,kcn d M John son , Ha1chnN d Brun s 
(Champion sh ip) . Bakken d H,IIChncr 2 1· 10, 2 1-IJ 

Wisconsin 
Sun Prairie Racquetball Club was the host of the 
'Terrace Sports State Singles Racquetball 
Champion ships' held Apr il 30 thru May 1st. 
The finals featured Jim Wirkus 18, the youngest 
player in the tournament , and Joe Bechard 48, 
the oldes t player in the tournament for the 
cha mpion ship . The youngest won, but not before 
Bechard made a close and excit ing match of it , 
21-18, 21-15 . Jon Derkson, Appleton took third 
over Dave Hults. Madison 21-16, 21-7 . 
The women's finals featured a match between 
two of Wisconsin 's more attractive player s, with 
Linda Frank beating Sue Bechard 21-11 , 21 · 11 . 
Pat Hults Madison, captured third over Sandy 
Coff man Milwaukee , 21-20 , 21- 17. 
Qu arter-final men ·s losers were Scott Schultz to 
Hults in two, Ken Frank to Derkson in three, Jon 
Neville to Wirkus In three and Roger Siegrist to 
Becha rd in two . 
Our tournament offered a class C for men and 
women With so many new clubs opening in the 
area, we wanted to offer a class that would allow 
these new players to experience the fun and 
excitement of a majo r tournament. The Court 
Club In Madison and the Racquetball Club in 
Milwaukee both encouraged their beginners to 
give ii a try. So along with the 30 entries from our 
club we ended up with a large draw for Class C. 
Some of the C matches turned out to be the mos t 
exciti ng of the tournament. Dan Frank , Madison 
defeated Joe Fucc i. Appleton 21-12. 15-21, 11-4 
in the finals . Kerry Hendrickson, Milwaukee 
defeated Duane Appl edo rn, Sun Prairie 19-2 1. 
21-15, 11-4 for th ird 
Women 's Class C was won by Robin Jasinski 
over Mary Gissal, Pewaukee 21-18, 21-20 . Jody 
Oehrlein , Sun Prair ie defeated Lou Bradley , Sun 
Prairie 21-10, 21- 19 for third. 
One hundred and fifty players participated in the 
three day event. Appreciation goes out to 
Seamco for the ir support of the tournamen t. A 
very special thanks to Darrell Fuller of Terrace 
Spo rts. who donated ::,ome beau tiful trophies for 
this tournament. Th anks also to the staff and club 
members who donated so many hours during the 
tourn ament. And lastly to Ralph Blanchette who 
acted as floor manager all weekend . Super job 
Ralphi eI 

A full gallery watches the ac tion at the Sun Prairie 
Racquetball Club in Sun Pratrie, Wisconsin for che 
Terrace Sports State Singles tournament . 
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California 
The Center Courts marked the start of its third 
year of operation by hosting the Victor ia Stat ion 
Chari ty Club Tournament in Apr il. From each 
entry fee S5 was donated to the U.C.l.A . 
Children 's Can ce r Research Fund . A total of 
$730 was don ated as 146 racquet ballers sig ned 
up for the member s only tournam ent. 
Throughou t the three-day tournament , play ers 
and the ir guest s wer e treated to Victori a Station' s 
famou s roast beef. as well as their ham. crisp 
salads , cold beer and Gato rade . Needless to 
say , no one went home hungry from the 
tournament. And many went hom e winners . 
Desp ite ettort by many to upset him, Bruce 
Radford rema ined The Center Court s Club 
Champion for the seco nd year running by besti ng 
Kirk William s in the final s of the Men's Open 
12-21, 21-18 , 21-8. 
The Men 's Novice Division was by far the largest 
class with a full draw of 64 player s. Kelly Bad ford 
and Sue Strommer, two women opt ing to play in 
the Men ·s Novice , made strong showings by 
each winning thre e rounds against men players 
before bow ing out in the quarter finals . Jay 
Streim eventually won this Div ision with a 21-17, 
21-12 win over Mike Fisher . 
The Men ·s B Divi sion was captured by Sol 
Abrevaya 21-12, 21-8 over Al Green . Lee 
Pretnor , former pro baseball star , defeated Steve 
Howard 21 -14, 21-12 in the Men ·s Class, and 
Lauri Gaud in defeated Diane MacIntyre 21-16 , 
21-14 to win the Women 's C Class . Kathy Durbin 
and Tina Alpert played a particularl y hard fought 
match in the Women 's Nov ice Class with Durbin 
coming out on top 21 -13, 18-21, 21 -19. Wayne 
Radford and Don Thomp son overc ame Chuck 
Garabed ian and Mike Knight to win the B 
Doubles . 

Montana 
The first USAA -sanctioned state champion ships 
were held March 24-27 at Yellowstone Racquet 
Club in Billings , Montana . Participat ion remain ed 
on the increase . with over200 ent rants this year , 
some traveling well over 500 miles for the 
tournament. The state champ ionship s are the 
focal point of the year for Montana 
racquetballers, who enjoy the luxury of having 
both men·s and women 's championships the 
same weekend - making for a social gathering 
as well as a sports event. 

Resulls : 

Men 's Open 
(Quarter-finals) : Pokovoch def. Farrell 2 1-7. 2 1-4 . WesI d&I. 
Nygaard 21-11 , 21-13 . Blewen def. McNeely 2 1 · 19 , 19-2 1. 11-5 : 
1.Jnd del. Chavez 21-5. 21 · 19. 
(Semi-finals) : Pekov1ch del . Wes1 2 1-11. 2 1- 18 . Blewe11 def. 
Lind 21· 15. 18-21 . 11-4 
(Finals) : Pekov,ch del Blewe n 13-21 , 2 1-19. 11-8 
(Consolation) : Daloy dof Dallon 21-1 1. 21·12 

Men's B: 
(Quarter-finals) : Palhsler del Fry 21- 13, 21 -7, Bonino del. 
Burns 14-2 1, 2 1-19. 11-10, McCarvo l de f. VonE schen 21·5 , 
21-14 ; Zav ad1I del . Bauer 2 1-14, 11-2 1. 11-7 
(Semi -finals) : Benino dol. Pall1sIer 21- 10. 2 1- 11, McCarve l del. 
ZavadII 21-16, 21-9 
(Finals): McCarve l def. Ben1no 21-13, 21· 1 
(Consolation) : S1. P,orre def. J. McCarve l 3 1-26 
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Dr. Steven Frig (in the middl e) accepts a $730 check to the Children 's Cancer Research at 
U. C. L.A. Medical Cent er from Denn is Hyder and Kipp Downing of Victoria Stat ion and 
Gary Gullette and Mike McClelland , own ers of The Cent er Courts. The mone y wa s raised at the 
recent Victoria Station Charity Racquetball Tournament hosted by The Center Courts , West LA 
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Men 's C 
(Quarter-finals): Henry del. w ,nz 21- 19. 21 · 11, Rainey def. 
Novak 2 1· 11, 20 -2 1. 11-9 . Kahou 1ek def. Way len 21-19 , 2 1-14 , 
Taylor def Weber 19-21 . 2 1· 19. 11-9. 
(Semi -finals) : Rainey def Henry, Taylor def Kahoulek 
(F inals) : Taylor def. Rainey 2 1-18, 21- 14 . 
(Consofa1Ion) : Ruegamer def Fellows 3 1 ·23 . 

Men 's Novice 
(Quarter-finals) : R1chIench def. Beel er 2 1- 1. 2 1- 11, Ham1llon 
def . Cap ser21 ·20 . 2 1-18: John son def Ofson21 ·8 . 2 1-3: Hefne r 
def . And erson 21 -7. 2 1 ·2 
(Sem i- final s): R1ch1erich def. Ham1llon 2 1 ·2 , 21- 1: Joh nson de f. 
Hefner 2 1-12, 21 •7. 
(F fna ls) : Johnson def . R1ch1erich 2 1- 15, 11-21. 11- 10. 
(Consofallon): V A uegam er de f. Le1bacn 21- 16. 

Men 's Seniors 
(Qu arte r- finals) : Man,n de f. Bars lad 2 1·8. 2 1-7 : Rich del. 
Bender 2 1-9, 16 -2 1. 11-7: Copeland de f Chrosuansen 2 1· 15 , 
21- 12 : W111 de f. Taylo r 2 1· 15, 2 1-12. 
(Semi -f inal s) : Cope land de f. W1t12 1- 19, 17-2 1. 11·3 . Manin def. 
Rich 2 1-5, 2 1-5. 
(Final s) : Cope land de l. Man,n 2 1- 14, 21 · 16. 
(Con solation) : Ch ros11ansen de f Arch ambeauI1 12-2 1. 2 1-8 , 
11·2 . 

Men 's Masters 
(Qu artc r•ffnals) : Luck man de f. Rughe 1mer 2 1- 17, 2 1· 18 . Moller 
de f. Mannkovoch 21 - 12, 21-9 ; Goddard de f Grimm 12-21. 2 1-10, 
11-s : Pam man def . wa ,Ie 2 1-4 . 2 1- 1 
(Sem i-f inals) : Luckma n def. Miller 2 1- 17, 2 1-19 , Goddard def. 
Parnm an 2 1· 16 , 2 1·9 . 
(Final s): Luckman def. Godd ord 2 1- 17, 2 1-7. 
(Con solation) : Gr,mm def. Morrison 

Men 's Open Doubl es 
(Quarter -fi na ls) : Nygaard -Farrell de f Alkmson-M cNeely 21-12 
21- 18· Pekov1ch-R1mpe def. Chave z Doh er1y 21-17 , 21-12, 
Lind-Dallo n def . ThornIon- Wes t 21·20 , 21· 13. M1ller-D1Fronzo 
def. Lun n-Blewe11 7•2 1.2 1-1 1. 11-10. 
(Semi-final s ): Nygaard -Farrell del. Pekov1ch-R1mpe 21-1• 
21- 17; Lond-Dal1on def M1ller-D1Fronzo 21-9 , 21-3 
(Ffnafs) : Nygaard-Farre ll def Lind -Dallon 21-16, 21· 11. 

Women 's Op en 
(Quarter -final s ): Abboll def. Bresnahan 2 1-10, 21-3 Forlne) 
def. Nicholas 2 1-8, 7-21 , 11-10 : May def . Diefenb ach 21-7, 
21-18 . Bell en def Jackso n 21 ·9, 2 1-7 . 
(Semi -fin als) : Abb o ll de f Fortney 2 1-6 , 2 1 - 10 . Boffcr1 oel. f,•a, 
16·2 1, 2 1-8, 11·8 . 
(F inals) : AbbOII def. Bellen 21-8 , 21·6. 
(Consolation) : Die fenbach de f Bresnahan 31-16 

Women 's B 
(Quart e r- f ina ls) : Desy def Newberry 21-18 , 2 t -9. PaIcn1 eel 
Sch usler 2 1- t 7. 2t-• : Tu rner del. Tiffany by defa ull. Miller act 
Facey 2 1-7, 2 1-10. 
(Semi -finals) : Desy def Paten t: Turner def M,llc I 
(F inals) : Turn er del. Desy 2 1- 16. 16-21. 11·8 
(Consola t io n): Burnell de f. Henry 31·18 . 

Women 's Open Double s 
(Semi -final s ): May •Gulh de f Beffen -M1llcr 2 1-7, 21•7. 
Abboll -She llon de f. E1cha n-N1cholas 2 1· 16. 2 1-18 
(F inal s): Abbolt-Sholl on def. May-Gu1h 21-1 1, 20·9 ocfaull 



Nebraska 
More than 170 players part ic ipated in the first 
~nnual Nebrask_a Racquetball Champion ships, 
~h,ch was dominated by surprises and upsets . 
Top-seeded participants entered from all over 
Nebraska, with most of the players com ing from 
the Omaha and Lincoln areas . 
Divisions of competition for the men included 
Open, B, Junior, Senior, Master , Open Doubles, 
and Senior Doubles . 
Women competed in Women 's Open , B, and 
Open Doubles. 
Sponsored by Valent ino·s Pizza and the newly 
organized, USRA-attil iated Nebra ska 
Racquetball Association , the three-day 
t~urnament was hosted by Sports Court s of 
Lincoln. 

A number of people worked to make the 
tournament a real success . Whil e many of them 
must remain unsung , they work ed under the 
gu1~ance of the following comm ittee 
chairpersons: Chuck Erickson General 
Cha!nman; Myrta Hansen, Hos

0

p1tality, Troph ies, 
Reg1stralion; Ron Coo ley, Floor Man ager, 
Referees; Dave McEwen , Referees ; Jeff 
Wisem1ller, liaison with facilities; Tere sa 
Armstrong, Finances ; Pat Korbus , Publicity . 
The Nebraska Racquetball Assoc,at,on and the 
tourna~ent committee chairpersons also 
recognize the assistance of Dick Kincade In 
match scheduling, seeding and genera l 
guidance in how to run a tourn ament. 
Women's Open (Semi-fina ls) : Orduna d Picken 2 1· 10 2 1 · 15 , 
Grteg d. Oavls 15-2 1, 21· 16, 11·7 
(Championship) : Greig d Orduna 2 1-16. 21 -6. 
(Consolation) : Ham ng1on d Ka lhrein 21 • 16 21-6 
Women's e (Sem i-finals) : Hamng Ion d suihvan 21-11 . 21-8 , 
SIacy d. Shepard 21·16, 21•7 
(Championship) : Harringlon d . SIacy 21 -8, 21-10 

(Consolation ): Brandenburg d. Aus1on 21 - 11, 2 1-4 
Women's Ooub les (Champ ion ship) : P1cke11-Hamn9Ion d 
Orduna-Oav1s 21-17, 10-21, 11·5. 
((Consola1Ion) : S1ewan-He1ser d . Winkl eman -Jones 21- 19, 
21-14. 

Men·s Open (Semi-finals) : Freeman d Orduna 21·8, 2 1· 13 
Oomanque d Olsen , forfe11 
(Championship) : Domanquo d Freeman 18-21. 21-13 11-4 
(Consolation) : Hull d . Boslau 2 1- 11, 16-21 , 11-4 

Men's B (Semi -finals) : Lewis d McGinness . Jr . 20 ·2 1, 2 1· 12 , 
11·8: !twin d Gov19 21- 17 2 1·20 . 

Far East 
The Racquetball Capita l of the Far East, Yoko ta 
AB, hosted the 1977 Mainland Japan 
lnterservice Racquetball tourn amen t 8-1 O April , 
at the Base Gym. The tourn ament featuring top 
racquetballers representing Air Force (Yokota 
AB, Misawa AB) , Anmy (Camp Zama) , Navy and 
~arines (Yokosuka Naval Base) , was 
highlighted by exci ting play and good 
s~ortsmanship. Compe tition was held in Open 
Singles and Double s and Senior singles . 
In Open Singles, the Army 's Mike Schneider 
continued his dominance ove r the Japan 
racquetball scene by repeating as champio n. 
He swept through the tourn ament undefeated. 
Yokota's Gary Rickard , after being dropped by 
Schneider 21-17, 21-9, roared back through the 
loser's bracket, defeating J im Benson, USMC, 
21-11, 21-1 0 in the semifinals for the opportunity 

• 

Craig Olsen , I., watches as Mark Domanque sets up for a shot in their doubles championship match 
in which Olsen and Dale Beckman topped Domanque and Dave Kramer. 

r 

(Championship) : Lewis d Irwin 2 1· 19, 2 1-9. 
(Con sola lion) : G1annangelo d Brauns IeIn 2 1 ·3 . 21 • 19 
Jun ior s {Ch amp ionship) : Kahn d Bancrshe ll 12-2 1. 21 -19, 
11-• 
(Con so lali on) · Balerud d Meg1nn s 21 -0 , 21 •? 

Seniors {Champ ionship) : Oas d Konnedy 2 1·8 . 2 1-9 
(Co nsolat ion) : Bowdon d. Fall< 2 1•7, 21 -5 
Maslcr s (C hampions hip) : Kincade o McG tnncs s 2 1- 1-1, 2 1 · 12 
(Consola1lon ): Wells d Guslaf son 21--1 21 -6 

Op en Doubl os (Semi -final s) : Ol sen -Beckman d 
Lanlry •Ekslrom 21-14 , 21-7 Oomanquo -Kr amor d 

to face Schneider for the cham pionship . Rickard 
demonstr ated as gutty a performance as 
possible, but cou ld not contend with the power, 
condi tion. and court sawy of Schne ider, losing 
21-11, and 2 1- 10 Both matches featured 
exci ting rallies, good saves and strong kills. 
provid ing excellent spectator intere st 
In Open Doubles the Mike Schne ider express 
was derailed . Schneider and his partne r, Ster ling 
Spears. defending 1976 Ch ampions, fell to the 
Air Force tandem of Day1on Dicke y and Mickey 
McDade. After losing to Air Force 21 -14 . 2 t -16 in 
the semi finals, the Army team toppled Navy 
2 1-14, 2 1- 16 to gain a final berth agains t Air 
Force for the till e. The first Army vs Air Forco 
game was perhap s the most oxcItIng of tho entire 
tournament. It lasted nearly one hour: severa l 
rallies appeared to last that long : both sIdos 

-Photo by Don Tremain 

Boman -GuIh110 2 1-• . 21-8 
(Champ ionsh ip) : Ol sen-Beckman d . Domanquc -Ekslrom 
21 • I I , 2 1- 17. 
(Con solat ion) · Boslou•Pritcholt d Oamkrooger-\-V1som1Uer 
21-16 6 ·2 1, 11-3 

Senior Doubles {Champ ionship) : Kennedy -Fol" d 
Pau s1,an-Shank w1lcr 2 1·1 1. 2 1·20 
(Consolation) : K1ncado-McGinnoss d Place-Popp 2 1- 14. 9-2 1. 
11- 10 

serve d twice at 20. before Air Force made the 
winn ing point The seco nd game saw Army 
reve rt to their champion ship form as they gunned 
down Air Force 21-4 to set up the if neces sary 
game . Air Force took it 11-7 and the lnterse rvice 
Tournam ent had a new champion. 
In Seniors. it was all Air Force . Old antagoni sts 
Norm Mash, Harry Davis. and Bill Durham played 
a round robin to determine the champion. Ma sh 
dropped both Davis and Durham by identica l 
scores of 2 1- 12, 2 1-5 to claim the t 977 crown . 
Davis outshot Durham 21- 16 , 2 1-14 for seco nd 
place . 
At the conclusion of the tourname nt Col Sharm 
Steve nson. Commander of host Yoko ta AB. 
prese nted awards to all first and second place 
winn ers. 
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Regional Results 
Mid West 
One hundred and twenty players made up the 
U.S. Racquetball Association 's Midwest 
Regional , also sponsored by the Nebraska 
Racquetball Association and Valentino 's Pizza 
Restaurants . 
The host was the Sports Courts of Lincoln a 
private club open since October , 1976 . 
Men 's Open Singles 
Although the four top-seeded players actually 
placed in the top four pos itions, the order was 
slightly different than expected . Top-seed Ron 
York , Kansas Cily MO , was upset 1n the 
semi-finals by his doubles partner , Bo 
Champagne, Kansa s City MO, who was seeded 
fou rth. 
Phil Stepp, Kansas City MO, seeded second , 
took the Singles title in a thrilling two-game match 
against Champagne . The scores of 21-20, 
21-20 , accurately reflect the superb skills 
displayed by both player s. During extraordinary 
rallies, Stepp and Champagne repeated ly 
returned shots which seemed impossible . 
W ithout a doubt, it was one of the best matches 
dur ing the ent ire three-day tournament. 
York won third place over Denny Kottkamp, St. 
Louis, 21-16, 20 -21, 11-7. 
Women's Open Singles 
In a match much closer than the scores indicate, 
top -seeded Marcilene Greer , Emporia KS, 
defeated Rita Hoff , St. Loui s 21 ·9. 21-16, for the 
Singles champion ship and the trip to San Diego 
in June. Greer breezed through the tournament 
winning each match in only two games, never 
giving away more than 16 points . 
Khry sandra Cox, Kansas City MO , was the 
surprise in this bracket. Cox upset fourth-seed 
Kay McDonald, Fargo ND, in the first round of 
play . and went on to place fourth to Judy 
Thomp son, Davenport IA 
Men's Senior Singles 
Obed Oas. Omaha NE . was seeded third and 
was expected to be real competition for 
lop-seeded Bernard Nielsen, Marshalltown IA. In 
a thrilling three -game match , Oas indeed proved 
a real contender and upset Niel sen. 21-15, 
14 -2 1, 11-9. to capt ure the winner 's trophy . 
Men's Masters Singles 
Dick Kincade, Lincoln NE (manager of the host 
facility. Sports Court s). upset Jack Wells, Lincoln 
NE. 21-14, 2 1- 14. Two unseeded players took 
third and fourth place - Dayton Pickett, Lincoln 
NE, and Lyle Johnson. Kansas City MO. 
Men's Junior Singles 
Meeting for the second time in tournament 
competition, Dan Battershell , North Platte NE, 
upset top-seeded Bob Kahn, Omaha NE, 21 -18, 
21-13. Only a month before Kahn had defeated 
Battershell for the Nebra ska state title in a 
three-game match. Battershell had prepared well 
for this regional, by polishing his "passing shot", 
which wore Kahn down . Kahn possesse s a fine 
kill shot, but never recove red from Battershell's 
new strategy to put his kills to good use. 
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Phil Stepp follows through on his backhand kill shot aga inst Bo Champagne in the finals of the 
Midw est Reg ional, won by Stepp . 

Men's Open Doubles 
Top -seeded team Craig Olsen and Dale 
Beckman, Grand Island NE, dominated the play 
in a quick two -game win over Ron York and Bo 
Champagne, Kansas City MO, 21-4, 21 -4. York 's 
and Champag ne's participation in tight singles 
compe tition as well as competing in the doubles 
bracket obviously had an effect on their playing 
ability . Olsen and Beckman had chosen to enter 
only as a team, which seemed a wise decision as 
they bree zed throu gh four matches to win the 
title . 
Women's Open Doubles 
The top-seeded team of Judy Thompson, 
Davenport IA, and Kay McDonald , Fargo ND , 
played a well -coordinated and s~rategic game to 
defeat Marcilene Greer, Emporia KS, and 
Khrysandra Cox , Kansas City MO, in the final 
match, 21 -19, 2 1-7. Greer and Cox worked well 
together during the close first game, _but were 
unable to sustain the momentum dunng the 
second and match game . 

Men's Senior Doubles 
Although the loosing team put forth a good effort, 
Bob Tonkin and Monte McCunniff , Waterloo IA, 
overpow ered them to win the title match. Glen 
Stove r and Dick Kincade, Linco ln NE. bowed to 
the Iowa two some, 21-6, 2 1-5. 
Committee Members 
Dozens of peop le in the backg round contri buted 
to the success of the tournam ent, under the 
guidance of the following chairper sons : 
Chuck Erickso n, Genera l Chai rman 
Myrta Hansen, hospi tality-trophi es-registration 
Dave McEw en, referees 
Jeff Wisemiller , liaison with court facilities 
Pat Korbus, publicity 
Special recognition also to Jim Schwartz , Bernie 
Smith , and Dave Ewert For inv aluable help in 
scheduling referees for matches and making 
scheduling adjustments when necessary : lo 
Mark Hegg and Mark Domanqu e who fairly ilnd 
consistently called most of the title matches. and 



to Di_ck Kinca~e for his assistance in seeding and 
continued guidance in running a tournament. 
Resulls: 

Men's Open Single s Final. Phil Ste pp. Kansa s City MO . 
defeated Bo Champagne . Kan sas City . MO . 2 1·20 2 1-20 3ra 
Ron Yor1<. Kansas City MO . de feated •th Denny Koll kamp . St 
Loo1s. MO. 21-16. 20 -2 1. 11-7. 

Women's Open Single s Final. Marc1lene Greer , Emporia KS . 
delealed Ri1a Holl . Sl . Louis , MO , 2 1-9 21- 16 3rd Judy 
Thompson. Davenport , IA. ae lea1ed 4th Khrysandra Cox. 
Kansas City. MO 

Men's Senior Doubles Final. Bob To n kin and Monte McCunn 1II 
\;arerloo IA, defeated Glen S1over and Dick Kincad e, Lincoln: 
NE 21-6. 21-5 3rd : Tony Paustein and Jerry Bowd en. Grand 
ls!andNE. deleatcd 4th Ken Kenne dy and Don Falk. Lincoln NE. 
21-20, 21-3 

Men·s Jun ior Sin gles Final Dan Ba11ershell. North Plalle , NE, 
upset Bob Kahn, Omaha. NE, 21- 18. 21- 13 3rd Eric Danner . 
Kansas C11y. Mo, defea ted 4th · Amelia Udofia , Lincoln . NE, 
21-11. 21-4. 

Men's Senior Sfngfes Fina l Obed Oas , Omaha NE . upset 
Bernard Nielsen . Marshall town . IA . 21-15 , 14-21 . 11 ·9 3rd . Bob 
Moreland. Sioux Falls . SO. deleated . 4th Mont e McCunn 1II. 
Waterloo, IA, in a forfe11ed match 

Men's Masters Singles Final Dick Kincade. Linco ln. NE , 
deleated Jack Wells. Lincoln , NE . 21 - 14, 21 -14 3rd : Dayton 
P,ckeu. Lincoln NE. defeated . 4th . Lyle John son , Kan sas City , 
MO. 21-19. 21-6. 

Men's Open Doubles Fina l. Cra ig Olsen and Dale Beckman . 
Grand Island NE . defeated Ron York and Bo Champagn e. 
Kansas C11y MO. 21-4 , 2 1-4 . 3rd · Bernard Nielsen and Gary 
Icenogle, Marshalltown IA. defeated . 4th Lee Lantry . Elkhorn 
NE. and Darryl Ekstrom , Omaha , NE , 21 ·8. 2 1- 13. 

Women·s Open Doubles Final · Judy Thompso n, Davenpo rt IA, 
& Kay McDonald. Fargo ND. defeated Marcllen e Gree r. Emporia 
KS. & Khrysandra Cox . Kansa s City MO 2 1-19, 21-7 3rd . Sue 
Orduna & June Davis, Linco ln NE . de feated . 4th · Karen 
Harrington. Bradshaw NE. & Becky Pickell . Lincoln NE. 18-2 1, 
21-16. 11-9. 

Western 
Event: U.S.R.A. Western Regional s 
Site: University of Nevada . Las Vegas 
Results: 

Men·s Open (Semi -finals) : Alderson d Fon seca 2 1- 12. 2 1 • 16. 
Dworsky d Floyd 14•21. 2 1- 19. 11-6. 
(Championship) : Alderson d Swor sky 21 • 13. 2 1 ·9 (Third) : 
Floyd d Fonseca 18-21, 21- 19. 11-8. 
Women's Opon (Semi-finals): Walton d Bernealhy 2 1· 13. 
16-21. 11·6 . Clemen s d Weed 20 -21 , 2 1-20 . 11-• 
(Champ ionship) : Wal1on d. Clemen s 21-19 . 2 1· 19 (Third) · 
Weeo, coin toss 

Seniors (Semi- finals) : Hanna d Harnoll 21·9. 21- 10. Senion d 
D,1odz,c 21-8, 2 1 · 19. 
(Championship) : Hann a d. Sea ton 2 1- 13. 2 1-5 (Third) : Harno ll 
a Dz1ed21c 21-15_ 16-2 1. 11-1. 

Rita Hoff drives her vicious backhand in the finals of the women's open against champion Marci 
Greer at the Midwest Regionals . 

Mos1ors (Sem l- frnals) · r.1cOo,1a'dd Presco t12 1-7. 13 21 11-7. 
Arms1rong d Lerno, 23 ·8 21- 11 
(Champion sh ip) : t.1cDon,1kt d Au n~trong 13 ·2 1, 21 19 11•7 
(Th ird) : Lorn e, d Pre :co ll 1-2 1 2 1 • 19. 1 1 -5 

Jun io rs (Som l- f1nnl s) . Geo r9,•n o ~~u,910 , 0 2 1 16 18·21 
11·9 . Leincr d D,1fy ~1-7 2 1-7 
(Cha mp ion ship): Gco 1q,,n d L,•rr,cr 2 1--1 2 1-18 (Thud ): 
Musgrov o, forfo.t 

Op on Doub les (Semi -hu nts) : t tlomn Semo n d t.1oh1n 
Rob,nc;on 2 1· 16. 2 1-10 t .. 1cGo·.1.: n \ \ 'f"noJII t1 H IUSC'r 8 .1i...c, 
2 1 5. 21- 10 
(Chnmp ion shlp) : H :1nn,1 Sc,11011 d ,.,1,Go·.ern \'Vt)nd.111 10-21 
2 1-18, 11·2 (Third ): Hl1vs11r 8 ,1...,nr lor1~11 

-photos by Robert Starck 
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Woman ' s Open Doubles (Somf -f1nols ): Weed Bern a1hy d 
S1out-.1cG01orn 2 1· 13. 2 1-12. Wolton 1C !cmo ns d 
Soave ·•o Pan,e r, 2 1 16. 2 1-J 
(Championship) : Walton Cle mens d Wrod Bornoathy 2 1 ·G 
2 1-20 (Third) : Sonve llo P.,n,eri d Siou McGo ·,ern 2 1- 15. 
2 1 18 

Sen io r Doub les (Sc n11-f1nol s) : At mst r~ G bson d 
Presco1t1.lusqro ·,o 2 1- 17. 2 1- 13 Cas tle 1.1cD011a1d d 
Rud Muller 2 1 12. 21-! ' 
(Champ io nsh ip) : At ms1ronq C1bson d Castle McOonai<l 2 1 • 15 
21-1 1 ( Third ) : Pr SCOII Musgrove d Rud Muller 2 1- 12 2 1 - 17 
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Mid East 
The Supreme Courts of Sylvania, Ohio hosted 
the Mid East Regional Racquetball Tournam ent 
March 31 through April 3, 1977. The weekend 
was full of excitement, color, competition, 
success, frustration, glamour, food, fellowship, 
and of course great fun! 
Bill Gottlieb - "The Radiation Man·· from Lansing, 
Michigan , and Carl Myles - "The Psycho-Motor 
Man" from Ypsilanti, Michigan, gave the tourney 
plenty of color . Although , Nancy Messerschmidt 
of Ft. Wayne , Indiana , and Bobbie Bricker of 
Canton, Ohio with their very colorful and 
attractive playing uniforms also added a great 
deal of glamour . In lact Nancy had a match ing 
racquet with each different outfit she wore 
throughout the tourney . 
Th e real story o r the Mid East Tourney though , 
was cool Clark Pittman of Mansfield , Ohio . A very 
low key person, Clark 's play throughout the 
tournament was brilliant! He had it all, great 
consistency , great court coverage, great serves , 
all the shots, and always the gentleman . truly a 
deserving champion! 
The Men 's Open division attracted some 
excellent players . Tom Shively or Ashland, Ky., 
Dick Thompson of Aurora , Ohio, Ron DeM unter 
of Wyoming , Mich ., Gordon Kelly or Grand 
Rapids , Mich ., 8111 Gottl ieb of Lansing, Mich ., 
Carl Myles of Ypsilanti , Mich., and Gill Schmitt of 
Belleville , Mich ., were all outstanding players , 
who exhibited some terrific racquetball! 
The semi-finals produced two fine matches . " The 
Radiation Man" - Gottlieb pushed Pittman to the 
utmost, but the eventual champ emerged a 
21-20, 21-15 victor . Meanwhile Gil Schmitt and 
Gordon Kelly engaged in a tremendous three 
game match, with Schmitt winning the tie 
breaker . 
A tough match was expected in the final s, but 
Pittman methodically destroyed Schmitt in two 
games 21-15, 21-13 to win the Mid-East 
Championship. 
Gottlieb defeated Kelly for third place 21 -14, 
13-21, 11-4. 
Irene Ackerman or Dearborn, Michigan proved to 
be the class of the Women·s Open field . Irene 
displayed a real power game , plus a devastating 
back hand, excellent stamina , and was just super 
during the entire tournament. Irene 's toughest 
match was in the semi-finals . where she 
disposed of the Michigan Champ Carol Stewart 
in three games 21-16, 19-21 and 11-3. 
Messerschmidt survived the lower bracket by 
winning two tough matches , the first from Judy 
Huhta of Troy, Michigan 21- 16, 21-18 . then 
beating Bobbie Bricker the Ohio Champion 
21-16, 21-12 in the semis . 
In the finals Ackerman was just too strong and 
overpowered Messerschmidt 21-6, 21-11 to win 
the ladies crown . 
Bricker , who injured her ankle in the semi 's. 
defaulted third place to Carol Stewart . 
Jack Soble and Jerry Davis of Cleveland , Ohio 
won the Men 's Open Doubles title by beating 
Mike Stern and Joel Feld of South Euclid , Ohio 
21-19, 21-9 . 
Rob Abrams and Mark Hiudt the number two 
see d from Cincinnati , Ohio failed to appear for 
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Open Singles finalists , Clark Pittman (1.) who captured the title over Gil Schm itt (r.). 

tournament play . . . Need less to say, tournament 
offic ials were dissappointed! 
Mike Beckham and Roger Lumm of Toledo , Oh io 
defeated a lather and son team of Herbert and 
Mark Nash from Beachwood, Ohio21 -19, 21-11 
for third place . 
The Sen ior Singles tournament produced some 
outstanding play from Fred Lewerenz of Detroit , 
Mich. Fred played superbly throughout , beating 
Dick Tattersall of Toledo, Ohio in the finals 21-14 , 
21-14 . Tom Perna of Toledo , Ohio beat Eugene 
Erwine or Zanesville, Ohio for third 21-4. 21-13 . 
Fred Wiegand of Troy, Mich. and Lynn Hahn of 
Saline, Mich, put on a great exhibition 1n the finals 
of the Masters Singles divis ion . Wiegand won the 
title in two tough games 21-19 , 21-20 . Don 
Detjen or Ashland , Ky ., beat Gerry Bap ierre of 
Woodm ere. Ohio for third 21-7 , 21 -10. 
The Masters Doubles crown went to Marv 
Schinagle and Dave Pere lman of Cleveland , 
Ohio , over Art Payne and Jonas Klein of 
Columbus . Oh io 21-17 , 21-11. Norton Gutowitz 
and Jim Petty nipped fellow Toledoons , Ted Fine 
and Zal e Rinestein for third 21-8 , 21-18 . 
Manny Nosan of Southfield , Mich . proved too 
strong in the Go lden Masters Singles beating 8111 
Kennedy of Dearborn, Mich. 21 -3 , 21-10. Brud 
Turner of Cleveland , Ohio , too k third by edging 
Hike Sohik1an of Dearborn , Mich . 21-18 , 21-18 . 
Mark Richardson of Livonia , Mich ., served notice 
that he will be a player to be reckoned with in the 
near future. by winning the Junior Divis ion. Mark 
beat a fine young player from Findlay, Oh io, 
Kelvin Vantiease 2 1-8 and 21- 11 to win the 
championship . Mike Kaufman of West 
Bloomfield , Mich . edged Paul Zitzer, Toledo , 
Ohio for third 21-18, 21-19 . 
The Tournament Comm ittee cons isted of 
Tournament Chairman · Norton Gutow,tz , 
Tournament Director - Fred Zitzer, Hospitality 
and Reg istration - Grace Vereb . Food and 

Beverages - Ted Fine , Public ity - Jim Menge l & 
Bill Orcutt . Off icials - Tom Perna & Dave 
Revenaugh . 
Spec ial thanks to Jedy Huhta , the Michiga n 
Comm issioner and Reed Gunselman or the Ohio 
Assoc iation for the ir help in seeding the tourney. 
To Grace Vereb and her very excellent 
hostesses, who managed to char m and keep all 
tournament players informed and happ y. To 
Dave Revenaugh , the floor manager, who 
suppl ied the officials for each match and kept the 
tourney moving and on sch edule . And finally , 
thank s to the many volun teer official s, espec ially 
Mike "Omeba Man·· Young , Pete Kei ser, Mall 
Richardson , Mark Gutow itz and Brown ie 
Vantre ase who did more than their sharel 
Results : 

Men's Open (Quarter-final s) ; P11Iman d Shivel 21-14. 21-9. 
Gollheb d Myles 21 ·5. 2 1- 11. Schm 111 d Jakinov1ch 21 · 12. 21 · 1 
Kelly d De Munier 21-18 . 21 · 18 
(Sem i-fi na ls) : P111man d Goll hob 21 ·20. 21•15 . Schm1II d Kelly 
2 1·9. 12·2 1. 11-7. 
(Champ ionsh ip): P111man d. Schm1II 2 1· 15. 21·13 (Th ir d): 
Golll ,eb d Kelly 21-14, 13·21 , 11-4 

Lad les Open (Ou orter-f ino ls) : S1ewan d CornblaIh 21-10. 
21-9. Acker man d. Van1reaso 21 ·5. 21 ·8 Messerschm1dI d 
HuhIa 21-16. 21-18 . Bricker d Simons 21 - 10. 21-14 
(Sem i-finals) : Ackerman a Stowan 21·16. 19-2 1. 11·3 . 
MesserschmId1 d Bncker 21 -16. 21 • 12 
(Championship) : Acl(e rman a Messerschm IdI 2 1 ·6. 21-11 
(Th ird): S1ewan d 811cker. dolaull 

Sen iors (Ouarter- hnols) : Perna d Arm s1rong 21·8 . 21·16 . 
Lcwerenz d Freshwater 21·7 , 21 •6; Erw,ne d Corn s1ock 21-8 . 
2 1 •20. T ane rsall d Cons1an11no 21-1 1. 21 • 7 
(Semi -finals) : Lewerenz d Perna 21-4, 2 1 ·8 . Taller sall d En,ine 
21- 14. 2 1•17. 
(Championsh ip): Lewerenz d Tanersa ll 2 1•14. 21-14 (Third) · 
Pernod Er,11no 21•4. 21-13 

Masters (Sem i- finals) : Hahn d Lap,erro 21·8 . 21-11 , Wiegand 
d Oe11en 2 1-12 15·21 . 11-9 
(Champ ionsh ip) : W iegand d Hohn 21-19 . 2 t-20 (Th ird ): 
DcI1cn d Lapierre 2 1•7. 2 1· 10 
Junior s (Sem l-Jinols) : R1cnardson d Kaulman 21·0. 2 1·0 . 
Vantrea se d Z.izcr 21·12 . 21·/ 
(Champ ionsh ip) : Richardson d Van1roaso 21 ·8. 21- 11 (Third) : 
Kau lm on d Z11zcr 21·18. 2 1-19 



Norton Gutowitz (1.) tournament chairman and owner of The Supreme Courts , host of the Mideast 
Regional with Fred Zitzer, tournament director and club manager . 

Golden Mas ter s (Sem l-llnal s} : Kenne dy d . Tu rner 2 1-3, 2 1·3 
Nosan d . Soh1k1an 2 1-4. 2 1· 1 

Abrams H1udt. For1e,t, Bcckha m,Lumm d Ale xande r/Sanderso n 
21· 18, 2 1-9 

(Champ ionship) : Nosan d Kennedy 2 1-3 2 1-10 (Th ir d )· 
Turner d Soh1k1an 2 1 18. 2 1· 18 

Open Doub les (Qu arte r-llnals} : Soble Oav,s d 
McK,nney/G1ovan, 2 1 10, 2 1· 13 , Nash /Nash d . 
Cumm,ngs.lKavahauskas 10-2 1, 2 1-9 , 11• 7, Stern/Feld d 

(Semi -llnn ls) : Sob !eI0 av1s d Nash Nash 21-17, 2 1-17 
Slern Feld d Bec kham Lumm 2 1-17, 2 1-17 
(Champ ion ship) : Sob le Oav,s d S1ern Feld 2 1· 19, 21·9 
(Th ird }: Beckham Lumm d Nash Nash 21· 19, 21-11 

How can you be sure to haue a successful 
racquetball-handball club? 

Go with experience. Despite the fact that racquetball is the fastest growing 
sport in America today, a number of clubs are experiencing problems. Many 
factors are vital to long range success, including club design, location, manage· 
ment of operation, new programs, maintenance, and so forth. 

We, at Spaulding, are what one might term, "pio neers," in racquetball club 
ownership and management. We currently own and operate 8 clubs, with more 
on the way. 

We believe through our research and development of systems at our own ex-
pense at our own clubs, that we are now in a position to help others in club de-
sign, construction and management. Before you invest, see what we can rlo for 
you. Contact The Spaulding Racquetball Clubs, Inc. at 3111- 391·6439. 

s a . a acq etba C s , 
200 Enchanted Pkwy. St. Lo uis , Mo . 63011 

c. 

Northeast 
Tournament : U.S.R.A . Northeast Reg ionals 
Site : Downeast Court Club , Falmouth , Maine 
Results : 
Open Singles (Quarter•f lnals} : GuinIer d Kruge r 2 1 · 15, 21- 19; 
D,emar d Wh eeler 21- 18, 2 1-4 ; Luciw d Coh n 21·9, 2 1- 12: 
Romano d Lazu re 21·9. 2 1- 13 
(Semi-t lnals} : Guinte r d 0 1emar21 · 1, 21 ·13, Luc,wd Romano 
21-13 , 21 -13. 
(Champ ion sh ip) : Luciw d Guonler 2 1-9, 21 ·9 

Women 's Open (Quarter -fi nals} : Rasson1, d Callahan 21 - 10 
2 1-2, Yovocd Church ,1121-11. 13-21 11-2 ,0a VtSd Dalton 21•7, 
2 1•3 , Boyer o Leck,e 21 -5. 21 - 12 
(Sem i-finals) : Rassen11d Yovoc21 ·6 . 21-4, 0 av,sd Boyer 2 1-9 , 
21-12 
(Champ io nshi p) : Rassenu o Oav,s 21·6, 21•13 

Seniors (Quarter-fina ls} : Colom bo d Coleman 2 1•7 2 1- 12. 
Ta lbo l d Waltz 21-17. 21-15. Crummey d Lelranco,s 2 1- 16, 
20 -21, 11-10; Fronseca d Sommons 2 1- 13, 2 1-5 
(Som l•li nals) : Colombo d Ta I001 2 1-20 , 2 1- 17. CrlJmmey d 
Fonseca 21•5, 2 1-7. 
(Champ ionship) : Crumme y <l Colombo 21-2, 21 - 19 

Masters (Sem, -linals} : Greg d Sull,van 2 1•7. 21-5, Folsom o 
Rizzo 21·4, 2 1-6 
(Cham pionsh ip) : Folsom d Greg 
Jun iors (Som l-l inals } : G1bbo d V,ollcu x 2 1- 13. 2 1 • 11, 
Cnristenscn d Larrabee 2 1- 10. 2 1- 18 
(Champ ionsh ip) : G1bbo d Ch11stunsen 2 1•20. 2 1-16 

Open Do ubles (Sem l- l inals) : Lazure Pau,son d LuttO, emar 
111-21 2 1- 19. 11-2. Ca s1,1101Dub0rd d . Cap11anclh/ Sorgantan 1s 
(Champ ionsh ip) : Cas I1llo!Oubo rd d LazurclPaIuson 21-1 
16-2 1 11-3 

Seniors runner-up Pat Colombo makes a po int at 
the Northeast Reg ionals . 

I 

Women 's Op en runner-up Francine Davis 
concludes one of her marches ar the Northeas t 
Regional 
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Central 
Joe Wirkus and Patricia Schmidt, both Wiscon sin 
natives, won thei r respec tive Open divisions and 
for their efforts rece ive round trip air-fare to the 
Nationals in San Diego . 
For the second year in a row Joe Wirkus, 
Madison, WI. , defeated Paul lkier, St. Louis Park, 
Minn ., in the Men 's Open finals . 
The 2 hour , 20 minute championship match 
found Wirkus coming out on top 14-21 , 21-17 , 
11-9. For a game and a half it looked as though 
lkier was unbeatable . Jump ing to a 7-0 lead in 
game one. he played almost errorless 
racquetball for a 21-14 win . Game two bega n as 
a carbon copy of game one as lkier continued to 
dominate play with fine passes and kills . He 
seemed well In control of the game and built a 
17-12 lead. At this point Wirkus changed his style 
of play and began lulling lkie r into long ceiling 
volleys. Even with the live balls Wirkus was able 
to control the ceiling game and seemed to win 
each and every sustained rally . lk1er was not able 
to score another point in game two and Wirkus 
pulled it out 21-17. The tie -breaker was as 
excit ing as any spectator could want with both 
players playing cautiously but aggress ively when 
necessary . The score remained at 9-9 for what 
seeme d like endless minutes and on Wirkus · 
service lkier skipped a backhand for number 1 0 
and Wirku s himself flattened a backhand for 
game and match point. 

• 

.. Jt. 

Runner-up Paul !kier get s set to rip a backhand 
down the left wall as champ Joe Wirkus readies 
to cover in the Central Regional. 

In the upper bracket semi 's Wirkus topped 
number four seed Steve Singe r from Minneapolis 
21-17. 21-14 . Singer played extremely well 
throughout the tournament but Wirku s was just a 
little too sharp for Steve this day . 
In the bottom bracket semi 's lkier defeated 
18-year-old Jim Wirkus 21-14, 21-17. Although 
lkier was in control the entire match the young 
Wirkus made it known that he will have to be 
reckoned with in the very near future . This 
tournament was Jim Wirkus· first attempt in the 
Open division of Regional play. For third place 
Singer defeated Wirkus 21-11. 21-15 . 
In the Women 's Open division it was hometown 
favorite Patric ia Schmidt of Milwaukee topp ing 
Barb Tennesen of Elk River. Minnesota by 
scores of 21-19, 21-15. This was Ms. Schmidt's 
second consecutive Regional win in a row and 
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Pat Schmidt , who won the Women ·s Divisi on 
her e sets up for a sho t against runner-up Barb 
Tenesson . 

21-10. Third place went to Dillon over Franks 
21-8 , 19-21 . 11-3 . 
The Juni ors Division was completely dominated 
by Steve Sulli of Elmhurst, Illino is. Sulli did not 
lose a game for the ent ire tourney and defeated 
Don Constable of Palatine, Illinois In the finals 
21-16 , 21-14. In the sem i's Sulli easi ly handled 
Paul Bakken of Fergus Falls, Minnesota 21-6, 
21-8. In the bottom bracket semi 's Constable had 
it much tougher in getting by Steve Peck of 
Milwaukee by scores of 21-9 , 15-21, 11-1 O 
Bakken defea ted Peck for third 12-21, 21-17, 
11-7. 

• • 

her fourth straight tournament victory this seaso n 
- without losing a game! 

In the Seniors it was Jim Clemons from Chicago 
topping She lly Clar of Northbro ok, Ill. in the finals, 
21-7 , 21-17 . In the quarters Clemons stopped 
numb er one seed Bob Adam of Edina , Minn by 
surprising score s of 21-12 , 2 1-11. In the semi's 
he defeated Roger Siegrist of Milwaukee 21-t 2, 
21-10 . In the lower bracket semi's Clar needed 
the tiebreaker to get by Brad Armstrong of 
Mad ison, WI. 20 -21, 21-18, 11-3. Siegrist 
defeated Armstrong 21-13 , 21-18 for third. 

In the upper bracket semi 's fourth seeded 
Tennesen upset number one seed Bev Frank s of 
Northbrook , Illino is by scores of 21 -9, 11-21 , 
11-6. In the bottom bracket sem i's Schmidt 
stopped Ev Dillon of Elk River. Minn eso ta 21-14 , 

The Masters division In the Central Regiona l has 
to be one of the toughest in the country . In the 

LY,coreboard.1 
TURN EVERYDAY RACQUETBALL-HANDBALL 

INTO TOURNAMENT EXCITEMENT 
D 
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• Exhibition court 
becomes activity center 
of Court Club 

• Ha If the cost of 
conventional solid state 
score boards 

• No longer do you have 
to interrupt game to ask 
for score 

• Portable &. double faced 
units for easy use on 
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• Player controlled in everyday play - may be controlled out of 
court by score keeper during tournaments. 

• Tailored specifically for handball - racquetball and thoroughly 
tested for reliability. 

• Balls will not activate or be deflected by flush touch control 
panel specifically designed for this system. 

• Long lasting LEDs have been in continual use since 1967 . 
Life expectancy in the millions of hours. 

2033 SAN MATEO N.E , 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M . 87110 



finals it wa~ Bob McNamara , Minneapolis 
defeating Jim White , Milwaukee 21-11 , 21-20 . 
Both of these players have nationa l titles to their 
credit. In the upper bracket semi's McNamara 
had a somewhat easy time over Dick Kalal 21-12 , 
21-10. The lower bracket semi 's was quite 
another story. White barely defeated Joe 
Bechard 21-17, 19-21 , 11-10 . This was 
Bechard's third loss to White in as many months 
(The other two being in Wiscon sin State Masters 
finals), but it had to be the most heartbreak ing. 
~echard had two serves at match point in the 
lie-breaker and missed two routine forehands . 
Bechard went on to defeat Kalal for third 21 - 12, 
16-21, 11-8. 

Th_e host site was The Racquetball Club West 
Allis, :VV'-This was the second major USAA 
sanct,_oned tournament hosted this year by the 
b'.1aut1ful 12 court facility . The Tournament 
Director was club manager Bruce MacOuarrie . 
Bruce put 1n many hours prior to the event and 
al~o managed to direct the tourney despite being 
a ht11e under the weather the entire weekend . 

South Central 
The beautiful Ray and Clare Stern Health Center 
served as host club for the 1977 South Central 
Region Racquetball Championships which 
attracted 135 entries from six different states . By 
requiring winning players to referee followin g 
matches the tournament remained on schedule 
much to the benefit of the palyers as well as 
management. 

The mens open singles event, involving a free 
trip to the National s, was a hotly contested affair 
with top seed Pete Wright taking the honors. The 
crafty veteran did not drop a game to any of his 
opponents and handled speedy Eric Campbell in 
the finals 21-15 , 21 -12. Oklahoman Kent Taylor 
took third, with Kevin Meyer finishing fourth . Bill 
Manor of Dallas won the consolation . 
The women's open singles also involved a trip to 
San Diego which was won by Susie Dugan of 
Dallas over Janis Segal of San Anton io . 
Remember Susie becau se she won with only six 
months training . A little more work and this lady 
will be competing in the pro division . Sandy 
McPherson captured third , over Chris Salazar . 
Mark Pasche of Dallas defeated Dave Clark in 
the Junior Division while Houston 's Jim Austin 
easily won Seniors over Luther Bernste in. In the 
Masters bracket it was Bruce Alger over Bill 
Reesein the finals . 
Open Doubles went to Tom McK,e and Enc 
Campbell over Pete Wright and Jim Austin 
Women's doubles was won by the Odessa team 
of Chris Salazar and Sue Morris . Many thank s to 
Leach Industries and Seamco for their gracious 
donation of tournament balls and shirts . 
Result s: 

Men 's Open (Quarter - finals) : Wr,ghl d Walker 21-13 , 2 1-19 . 
Taylord Groves2 1-14, 3-2 l . 11-7 : Moyord McK1e2 1-12. 7•2 1. 
11-3. Campbell d. Peck 16-21. 2 1- 1• . 11- 10. 
(Semi -fi nals) : Wngh1 d Taylor 21-8. 21 -10 Campbell d Moyer 
2 1-15, 2 1- 14 
(Championship) : Wught d. Campbell 2 1· 15, 2 1· 12 (Third) : 
Taylor d Meyer . Forfo1t 

Floor Manager for the three day event was the 
" Southern Gentlemen " John Gardner . John 
hustled referees and players in and out of the 
courts and did a most commendable job ., 
Hosp itality and good cheer was provided by 
USAA Women 's State Director Sandy Coffman 
and her husband Bud. 

Bob Keenan 

Results : 
Men ·s Open (Quarter-finals) : Joe W1(•us d Hall 2 1-10. 21·3 . 
Songer d Dues 1er 2 1-14 21-16 Jim Witk us d Adam . Jr 21·8 
21- 15. lkoer d Dern 21·6 . 2 1-3. 
(Sem i- finals) : Joe W,rkus d Songer 21-17, 21-14 l~Ier d Jim 
Wirkus 21-14 21- 17 
(Champ ionsh ip): Joe W111<us d lk oer 14-21 2 1 17. 11·9 
(Th ird ) . Singer d J,m Wirkus 21-11 , 21-15 

Women 's Open (Quarter -finals) : Franks d Pommench 21-16 , 
21 · 19 Tennes send Lu1Z21-10 . 2 18 : D1Uond Meyer21 · 10. 

Women ·s Open (Quarter -fi nals) : Salazar d Greenberg 21- 11. 
21-11 ; Segal d Breseu 21-16 . 2 1- 17 Dugan d Mougan 21 6 
21 ·9 McPherson d . Ragow 12·2 1. 2 1·6 , 11-2 
(Sem i-fi nal s) : Segal d Salazar 21 - 12. 19·21 . 11-2. Dugan d 
McPherson 15-21. 2 1-19 11- 1 
(Champ ionship) : Dugan d. Segal 21-20 . 21 -19. (Thi rd )· 
McPherson d Salazar, Forfeit 

Sen io rs (Som 1-frnals ) : Aus11n d McPherson 2 1-4. 2 1- 11. 
8erns1e1n d Ragow 21- 12, 21 · 15 
(Ch ampionship) : Aus1'" d Borns1e,n 21-12 . 21-17 (Third) : 
McPnerson d Ragow 21·5 . 18 ·2 1, 11-6 
Mns1crs (S<?ml-li nals ): Alger d Rullu 21 11. 21-14 . Reos<? d 
Walne 2 1-10. 12-21. 11 0 
(Championship) : Alger d . Reese 2 1·6. 21 - 10 (Third) : Rullu d 
Walne , Forfe it 

21- 14, Schmodl d Waldron 21-6. 2 1-1 
(Semi-f inals) : Tennesson d Franks 21·9. 11-2 1. 11·6, Schm,dl 
d Dillon 21- 14. 2 1- 10 
(Champ ionship) : Sclvn1dI d Tennesson 21-19, 21-15 !Third) : 
Di llon d Franks 21-8, 19-21, 11 -3 

Sen iors (Quarter-fi nal s) : Clemons d Adam , Sr 21- 12. 2 1- 11. 
Se:gns l d Moencke21 ·5. 21- 18, Arms lrongd Hul1s21--1, 7•21. 
11-3 . Siar d . Keenan 21-10. 2 1-8. 
(Semi-finals) : Clemons d S:egns1 21·12, 21-9, Clar d. 
Arms1rong 20 ·21 21-18 . 11·3. 
(Cha mpionsh ip) : Clemons d Clar 2 1- 17. 21 • 17 (Third) : 
S1egns1 d Arms1rong 2 1-13. 2 1 -18 

Jun iors (Quarter-finals) · Sun, d Banen 21-4, 21-15 . Bakken d 
Murray21·6 . 21-20 . Cons labled KerS\\11121-11. 13-21, 11•10. 
Peck d Nuu,ng21 - 13. 2 1-7 
(Sem l- linals) : Sur,e d Bakken 21-6 21-8. Cons1able d Peck 
2 1-16. 21- 14. 
(Champ ionship) : Sull,e d Cons Iable 21-16. 2 1-14 (Third) : 
Ba~ken d Peck 12-21. 21 •17. 11·7 

Mas1crs (Quarter -finals) : McNamara d Rosenbloom 2 1-2. 
21-9. Kala l d Schubonh 21- 15. 21- 17, Bechard d Bruner 21-8. 
2 1-7, \Vh11e d . Saki.en 21-5 , 2 1-8 
(Semi-fi nals) : McNamara d Kalal 21-11. 2 1- 12. \Vn,10 d 
Bechard 21-17 , 19·21 11· 10 
(Championsh ip) : McNamara d Wn,1e 21-1 1. 2 1-20 (Third) : 
Bechard d Kalal 21-12, 16·21, 11-8 

Jun iors (Sem1-f1nals) : Cla(s d Dav,s 2 1- 10. 2 1- 19. Pasche d 
Walker 16-21. 2 1- 17. 11-9 
(C hampionship) : Pasche d Clark 21-10. 21- 11 (Third) : Dav,s 
d Walker . Forfe, I 

Open Doubles (Semi-finals) . McK,e Campbell d Dov1s/N1eves 
21 -8, 2 1-8. Wnght/Aust ,n d Mem VPeck 18-2 1. 2 1 -12. 1 1 •9 
(Cha mpionship) · McK,e Campbell d W11ghtAus1on 2 1-1J. 
18·2 1. 11-9 

Women ·s Doubles (Semi -finals) : Dugan McPherson d 
~1ernl Greenberg 21 ·6. 2 t - 10. Salaza r Mom s d Ragow Mougan 
21 · 10. 21-12 
(Champio nship) : Sa lazar Mor11s d Dugan/McPherson 2 1- 13. 
21-16 

Former All -Pro Donny Ander son presents 1st place Open Singles plaqu e to Pete Wright and 
1st place Ladies Singl es to Susie Dugan . 
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Southeast 
Result s : 

Men's Open (Quart er-finals) : Henno n d Sope rsIe,n 21 -18, 
2 1·11; Giordano d ThOmas 21 -16, 2 1·9 . Wh ile d Essa 21-0, 
21-7 . Ba1Ioy d . C a1ignan12 1-18 . 10-21 , 11-1. 
(Sem i-finals) : Henn en d G.ordano21 - 16. 21-18 : Wh ited . Ba1toy 
20-21 , 21- 16, 11-6 
(Championship) : Hennen d . Wn1te 21· 16, 21·5 (Th ird ): 
Giordano d Bail ey 2 1·20 , 21-6 

Women 's Open (Quart e r-finals) : Byrd d Vickery 2 1-0 , 21 ·2, 
Str,b lrng d Jarrcll 21-7 , 21-16 ; Young d. Smi th 21·3, 2 1-20 , 
Gvnnn d. Dupree 21· 11, 21· 12 
(Soml -flnal s) : Byrd d. St11bhng 21 •7, 2 1 ·5, Young d Gwinn 21-5 , 
21- 10 
(Champ ionsh ip) : Byrdd Young21-18 , 21· 12 (Third) : Gw,nnd 
Slnb ~ng 21-4 , 21 -9 

Seniors (Qu orter•finals) : Allen d. Allrod 2 1· 11. 21-2, Grcon d. 
H1Ihard 21- 13, 21·1'3 , Harmond Chamborla•n 17-2 1, 21·20 , 11·5: 
Wiles d Mos toua 21-7 2 1-8 
(Se mi-finals) : Allen d Green 2 1-9, 2 1-10 : Harm ond Wile s 
2 1· 10, 18-2 1, 11-8. 
(Championship) : Harmon d Allen 6-2 1, 2 1- 14, 11·5 . (Third) : 
Wiles d Green . lorle 1t 
Masters (Semi-finals) : Websle r d . Lcvns 15·21, 21·9 , 11-2 : Ira 
d . Srmon 21-15 , 21-10 . 
(Championship) : Wob stcr d. Ira 12·2 1, 2 1-17, 11·6 . (Third) : 
Simon d . Lewis , forl c1t 

Men 's Open Doubles (Quarter -fi nals) : Saperstc1n/ Ba,Icy d 
Hammond rBrad ley 2 1 -6. 21-15, Seipp/Hennen d 
Gammons lJarro n 2 1-20 , 21-11 . V1ncenVMa11ch d 
Hard1son llconard 21 ·9 . 21 -8, Rab in/McDonald d . Giordano /Ellis 
14-21. 2 1·20 . 11·5 
(Sem i- final s) : Se,pplHonnen d Aperste1n/Ba1ley 21-10 . 21 •14, 
Rab,n McDonald d v ,ncen11Ma1icn 
(Champ ionsh ip) : Seipp/Hennen d. Rab,n/McDona ld 21 - 19, 
2 1-9 (Third) : V1ncen11Ma11ch. 

Wom en's Doub les (Semi-finals) : Gwrnn/Sm,th d . 
Young •Le1nbach 21-13 . 21-14 . Seipp/Dup ree d Jarretl/Stnbhng 
11·2 1, 21• 14, 11-6 
(Champion sh ip) : Se ,pp lDupree d . Gvnnn/Sm11h 15·21, 21-19. 
11-0 (Th ird) : Jarr o1VSI11bl,ng d . Young /Leinbach 21-14 15-2 1, 
11-8 

Senior Doubl es (Sem i-finals) : Allon /Harmon d Cur11s/Payne 
2 1- 11.2 1-13, Holm es/W1Ios d.Green/Obman21 - 16. 19-21, 11-7 
(Championship): W•los/Holmes d Al/on /Harmon 21 • 16. 15·2 1, 
11· 10. (Th ird) : Green lObman d Curu slPayne 2 1·3. 21 · 12 

Master Doubl es (Ch ampions hip) : Obma n/S1mon d . 
LcinbachNlebstcr 2 1· 18, 21·12 

The marqu is at the tourney headquarters 
Holiday Inn lets all passing by know what's 
going on . 
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Open Single s winner Johnny Hennen (/.) with 
runner-up Charlie White after the match . 

Martha Byrd (I.) won the Southeast Regional in 
the Women 's Open , defeating Kerry Young (r.) . 

HELPS PREVENT 
EYE INJURY 
PLAYING HANDBALL 
RACQUETBALL 
AND TENNIS 

Champion ' s MK Eyeguard is en-
dorsed by Lou Russo , several 
times National Handball Champion 
and current Three Wall Handball 
Champion. 
Cham pion 's MK Eyeg uard is made 
from st rong , li ght weigh t aluminum , 
covered wi th soft , non-ref lective 
natural rubber to mold around the 
eyes for maximum visib il ity, comfo rt 
and play ing ease . 
It's des igned to provid e the utmost 
protection aga inst a bal l hilting you 
directly in the eye and causing injury . 
Availab le at Sp ort ing Goods Stores , 
Athletic Clubs and you r YMCA . 
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PLAYER RANKINGS 

Final 1976-77 
Official Men 's 

Rankings 

1. Marty Hogan , St. Lou is 
2. Davey Bledsoe , Kingsport , 

Tenn . 
3. Charlie Brumfield, San Diego 
4. Jerry Hilecher , St. Louis 
5. Richard Wagner , San Diego 
6. Craig McCoy, Rivers ide , Cal. 
7. Steve Serot , San Diego 
8. Steve Strandemo , San Die go 
9 . Steve Keeley , San Diego 

10. Ben Koltun , St. Louis 
11. Jay Jones , Los Angeles 
12. Mark Morrow, Los Angeles 
13. John Lynch , Chicago 
14. Mike Yellen , Detro it 
15. Steve Chase , Phoenix 
16. Bill Schm idtke , Minnea poli s 
17. Randy Stafford , Memphis 
18. Terry Fancher , Northbrook , Ill . 
19. Charlie Rish , Chicago 
20. Mike Zeilman, Memphi s 

Rank 
1 . 
2 . 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 
6 . 
7. 
8 . 
9 . 

10. 
11. (tie ) 

13. (tie) 

15. 

Rank 
1 . 
2 . 
3. 
4 . 
5 . 
6 . 
7. 
8 
9 . 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. (tie) 

17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 

Final 1976-77 
Official Women 's Rankings 

1. Shannon Wright , San Diego 
2. Peggy Steding , Odessa, Tex . 
3 . Janell Marriott , Salt Lake City 
4. Kathy Williams , Hazel Park , Mich . 
5 . Jennifer Harding , Portland 
6. Jean Sauser, Northbrook, Ill. 
7 . Jan Campbell , San Diego 
8 . Sarah Green , Memphis 
9. Rita Hoff , St. Lou is 

10. Sue Carow , Glenv iew , Ill. 
11. Martha Byrd , Gainesville , Fla. 
12. Jan Pasternak, Houston 
13. Bette Weed , San Diego 
14. Cam ille McCarthy , Indianapolis 
15. Pat Schmidt , Milwau kee 

Final 1976-77 
Women 's Prize Money Earnings 

Player 
Shannon Wright , San Dieg o 
Peggy Steding , Odessa , Texas 
Janell Marriott , Salt Lake City 
Kathy Willia ms , Hazel Park , Mich igan 
Jenn ife r Harding , Portland 
Jean Sau ser , Northbrook , Ill. 
Sue Carow , Glenv iew , Ill. 
Sar ah Gree n, Memph is 
Jan Campbell , San Diego 
Rita Hoff , St. Lou is 
Martha Byrd , Gainesv ille , Fla. 
Camille McCarthy , Indianapo lis 
Bette We ed, San Diego 
Jan Pasternak , Hou ston 
Pat Sc hm idt , Milwaukee 

Final 1976-77 
Men 's Prize Money Earnings 

Player 
Many Hogan . St. Louis 
Davey Bledsoe, Kingspo rt, Tenn . 
Jerry Hileche r, St. Louis 
Cha rlie Brum fie ld, Sa n Diego 
Craig McCoy , Rivers ide, Cal. 
Richard Wag ner, San Diego 
Stev e Strandemo , San Die go 
Steve Keeley , San Diego 
Steve Sero t, Sa n Diego 
Jay Jones , Los Angeles 
Ben Koltun, St. Louis 
Mark Morro w , Los Angeles 
John Lynch, Chicago 
Mike Zeil man, Memphis 
Steve Chase, Phoenix 
8111 Schmidtke, Minneapolis 
Terry Fancher, Northbrook, Ill. 
Randy Stafford, Memphis 
Ken Wong, St. Louis 
Charlie Rish, Chicago 

Prize Money 
$7,700 

7,050 
3 ,000 
2 ,350 
1,225 
1,050 

725 
700 
450 
375 
225 
225 
200 
200 
100 

Prize Money 
$22 ,000 

10 ,175 
6,800 
6 ,725 
5 ,125 
4 ,975 
4,625 
2,875 
2,300 
2,27 5 
2, 175 
1,500 
1,47 5 
1,275 

95 0 
950 
600 
55 0 
400 
350 
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SERlllc o/j® Southfield 

Part of the gallery for the championship matche s at the b eautiful Racquetime Center in Southfield . 
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Hogan Again 
With Ease 
Pat McPharl in awards Hogan his S2,000 first p lace check wh tle Seamco 's 
Jim Amick {I.), Wagner , and the N.R.C.'s Joe Ardito look on. 

While everyone else struggled to reach 
him, Marty Hogan bided his time in the 
upper bracket to wa it for his eventual 
foe in the final s of the Southfield (Mich .) 
Pro Am April 16-19. 
That foe turn ed out to be Richard 
Wagn er, making his first appearanc e of 
the season in the champion ship round 
on the Seamco-Leach pro tou r. 
Wagn er came through the always 
difficult number seven seed, topping 
Jay Jone s 21-10, 21- 10 in the round of 
16, besting Char lie Brum field 21-20, 
21-18 in the quarter s, and stopping 
Craig McCoy 21-13, 16-21 , 11-8 in the 
semi-final s. 
"It's tough to stay up mentally ," sa id 
Wagn er. "I had to give it everythin g I 
had just to reach the finals . Hogan was 
just waiting for me ." 

That he was . And as has become his 
custom, Hogan was sporadic early in 
the first game , got his game together 
and began his relentless march toward 
21. The close st Wagner got was 7-5, 
he ca lled a strategic time out at 13-8 , 
but could do noth ing to thw art Hoga n's 
ove rpow ering barrage. 
At 15-8 Wagner appeared to give up 
the game, hoping for some miracle to 
pull out the second game and take his 
chances in the tie-breaker . 
Hogan had no such ideas, however. 
Game two started wor se than game 
one. Rich didn 't score until the fifth 
inning, and by then the board stood at 
8-0 . A time out there gave Wagner a 
chance to catch his breat h and ponder 
the effects of a total wipe out in the 
finals. 

All photos of the Southfield Pro Am 
by Rick Dinoian 

/__ 
After finally tallying his initial point, 
Wagner soon found that he had lost it, 
drawing a technical foul from referee 
Chuck Leve at 10-1. The technical had 
two effects. The obvious negation of a 
point, making it 10-0, but on Wagner's 
behalf giving him a chance to release 
his frustr ations. 
"Some times you' re in there against 
Hogan , " said another pro taking in the 
action, "and you ca n 't seem to do 
anything right, while he does nothing 
wrong. So you're way dow n, and 
figur e, what the heck , at leas t I know I 
can get a technical. It gives you a 
feeling of accomplishme nt.·· 
Hardly one to brag abou t it would 
seem , but in Wagner 's case it seemed 
to bring about a second wind of desire. 
He ripped off three aces in the next five 
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Wagner scurr ies into deep left cour1 to retrieve a Hogan shot 
in the finals of the Southfield Pro-am . 

' " 

- ---

serves , with his other serves effect ive 
enough to get offensive opportun ities, 
which he cashed in on. Feeling some 
semblence of momentum Wagner kept 
right on going , until he closed to within 
one at 11-10. 
"ft takes every ounce of strength just to 
catch Hogan , " said Wagner later . "All I 
wanted to do was hang on from there ." 
And so it went, - 12-10, 13-12 , 14-all, 
15-all as both players strugg led to 
string a run together that wou ld put 
some dayl ight between their scores . 
The last tie was at 16, w ith Hogan 
apparently checking his air line 
schedule . For coming in at 17-16 , three 
kills and and error later and the ball 
game was over. 
Later, Hogan confirmed it. 
" I had a flight home that I had to catch " 
he said. " / couldn't fool around with 
Wagner any more ." 
Fooling around seems to be the new 
thing for Hogan. Knowing his 
superiority allows him to control not 
only the match , but the scores as well , 
he seems to have made up his mind to 
not embarrass anybody , allow the fans 
to cheer for whoever his underdog 
opponent happens to be , and then 
apply the coup de grace after giving up 
anywhere from 10 to 15 points . 
Against Bledsoe in the semi 's the 
pattern was there again . Before most 
fans settled into their seats Hogan had 
amassed a 14-6 advantage in the first 
game. At 17-9 Hogan was coastin g 
until a time out by Bledsoe at 20- 15 
slowed down the blister ing Hoga n 
express . 
Oblivious to such shenanigans , Hogan 
promptly stepped up and drove game 
point, an ace into the deep left corner 
off a behemoth drive serve for 21. 

This time it's a dr ive to the right that has 
Wagn er stretching to his limits. 



Hogan goes for the reve rse pi nch kill agai nst 
Bledsoe m the semi-finals. Note how both 

players· concentration 1s locked on the bal l. 

As he would show later in the finals 
Hogan's pattern cont inued into gam~ 
two. This time it was 12-3 after seven 
innings and Marty turned off the 
fireworks. 
As Hogan coasted , Bledsoe saw his 
opportunity and took advantage of it. 
Cranking up his own super drive 
serves, Davey tallied on four aces , 
three kills and a couple of ridiculou s 
Hogan mini-try error s to get back into 
the match. 
The two traded serve s at 17-14, 
Hogan's lead , unt il Bledsoe's ha rd 
drive Z serve produ ced two errors on 
Hogan's part , sandwiched around a 
pattented Bledsoe right corn er pinch 
kill to tie the game at 17. 
They reached 19-all by each giving 
away two points , unt il Hogan, sensing 
danger nearby , explod ed a near-ace 
serve on a drive to the left . Davey 
barely got his racquet on the green 
sphere and it lazily ca romed short of 
the front wall for po int 20. 
Hogan gave a little half-smile to the 
gallery, wound up and served the 
identical serve, only this time it was a 
clean ace, for game and match. 
"I'm going to b eat him one of these 
times " prophes ied Bledsoe. "He thinks 
he can fool around and ge t away with 
it, but we 'll cat ch him ." 
Wagner's semi -final with McCoy was 
nothing out of the ordin ary for both 
players. Craig started slowly , as usual , 
and Rich cont inued to serve amazingly 
well for a fairly rout ine 2 1-13 first game 
win. 
So McCoy had to push his motor to 
warp eight , or whatever warp he felt it 
would take to win . He did both , showing 
excellent quickne ss and shot crispness 
i~ downing Wag s 21-16, forcing the 
tie-breaker , someth ing Wagne r did not 
relish. 

-

;I ' -- --------------
"_McCoy 's prob ably the toughest 
lie-breaker play er in the ga me,·· he McCoy ·s po,nt of contac t is ank le high as ho go es for a winn er agai nst Wagner in thei r semi-final. 
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said . "Craig has the ability to pump 
himself up and reach back for the 
something extra ." , 
Apparently Wagner does too , for it was 
the blond San Dieg an who captured 
the third and decisive game , 11-8 to get 
his crack at Hogan . 
For sheer excitement the 
Wagner-Brumfield match was the best 
match of the tournament. Following his 
Denver fiasco, Brumfi eld had looked 
good in barely bowing to Hogan in 
Chattanooga 's finals. The fans were 
looking for a Brum -Hogan 
championship match here . 
But Wagner , whose speed and 
quickness matches well agai nst 
Brumfield 's control, had other ideas . It 
was a tense battle, with the fans torn 
between their des ire for a 
Brumfield-Hogan final , and their 
admirat ion for und erdog Wagner in his 
quest to move on . 
It was all guts by both combatants. 
Brumfield held a 20- 18 lead in the first 
game , only to have Wagner stick it out , 
come from behind and cap ture the 
squeeker 21-20 . 
Brum appeared mentally down in the 
seco nd, falling way back 14-3 and 
17-9 , virtu ally conceding defeat. But a 
couple of easy point s, perh aps a 
Wagne r let down and in a flash it was 
19-18 , W agner's add. 
There the two of them stayed, each 
findin g a point as d ifficult to get as a 
date with Farrah. Five tim es Wagn er 
held Brumfield on 18 until a right corner 
pinch kill sea led the attom ey's doom. 
McCoy topp ed Ben Koltun in the othe r 
close quarter -final encount er, by the 
odd scores of 21-11 , 9-21 , 11-1 . Some 
observers say that the best way to 
make McCoy go three is to let him win 
the first, seemingly a strategy that 
Koltun appli ed. 
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NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT ... 
A big hats off and thank you to Pat McPh artin, 
owner of the Southf ield Racquetime Center for 
his no-nonsense efforts in running a superb 
tournament Due primarily to Pars efforts, 
virtually every match started on schedule 
(Racquetime·s 30 courts helped som e) , and his 
ow n staff personnel did a tremendous job in 
co-ord inating the event ... Manag er Roger 
Shocker , tourne y directo r Carol Gray and 
secretary Barbara Tracy were exceilent and 
professional aides .. . Larg est gallery of the 
season wa s on hand thre e stra ight nights , as the 
thr ee-wa lled glas s courts (two of them ) held 
upwards of 600 for all key matches . They saw the 

Again McCoy play ed well in the first 
ga me, and he was too tough for Koltun , 
who was all over the court , but unable 
to penetrate Craig 's defense . 
So , if you 're Craig McCoy what do you 
do if you win the first gam e? You let up 
in the sec ond , of course. Wh ich he 
obligingly did , Koltun took adva ntag& 
and the two youngsters found 
th emsel ves in a tie-br eaker. 
A foregone conc lusion , the 11 pointer 
went to McCoy , whose serves had zip , 
h is backhand was crisp, and Koltun 
was left at warp five as McCoy never 
looked back in his 11-1 win. 
Another inte resting quarter -fina l match 
was Hogan 's win over Steve Sero! , a 
round of 16 victor over Steve Kee ley . It 
was the first meeting of Serot and 
Hogan in some time and many though t 
that Steve would give Marty as good a 
battle as anybody. 
As usual , Hogan started slowly, tied the 
fir ..,t game at 6-all, somebod y blinked 
and it was 17-10. Sero!, who se body 
w as bouncing off the walls , decided to 
save his elastici ty for the seco nd game 
and the 21-11 verdict went to Hog an. 
So the pattern repeated. From 5-a ll 
Hogan went to a 14-7 advan tage , 
began coast ing and Serot came back 
to 12-14 . The lanky ex-St. Louisian 
co uld get no closer how ever , with 
Hogan 's match point another ace, this 
time a hard Z to the righ t, 21-16. 
Bledsoe and Jer ry Hilecher , who seem 
to play eac h other in every tourn ament, 
met aga in in Southfield . Usua lly the 
w inner of this match is the one who se 
se rve is working bes t, since their 
games are almost identical. 
Both games were close to the mid -way 
point , and in eac h it appeared that 
Bledsoe had that lit tle concent ration 
edge that separates the winn ers from 
losers in prof ess ional qu arte r-final 
matches . 

best ther e Is and appreciate d 11 .. . Unsung 
Denn is McDowell , Blooming ton , Illino is cap tured 
the massive ama teur bracket (128 strong ) with a 
21-11, 21-12 win over Bill "'Rad iatio n Man" 
Gott lieb . .. Carol Stewart , who went three with 
Sue Carow in the pros, took the lad ies amateur 
open 15-21, 21-10 , 11-5 over Irene Ackerman . 
Both gals are Detroit area players .. . And " Doc" 
Fred Lewerenz had no problems taking the 
seniors In a 2 1-15, 21-1 6 v ictory over John 
Hatcher . .. Promotion and publicity were good , 
tha nks to McPharlin and Star r Ad ve rtising wh ich 
coordinated that phase of the event. 

Down in game one 12-13 , his next 
service turn found him ahead 18-13 . 
Hi lechertallied once, and then Bledsoe 
ended the game with two forehand 
corner ki lls, and a Hilech er backhand 
error , 21- 14. 
The second game was closer longer , 
with ties at 12, 13, 15 and 18 before 
Bledsoe zipped home , a d rive ace to 
the left corne r, a forehand error by 
Hilecher and a backhand error off the 
same drive serve , 21-18. 
On ly one other match went three 
games in the round of 16 other than the 
Kee ley-Sero! battle . Tha t was McCoy 
(for a change)against the upstart , 
16-year-ol d Mike Yellen, who had 
upset 14th ranked Steve Chase in the 
32 's. 
McCoy got his act together in time to let 
Yellen know that his day would not be 
this one , 14-21, 21-16 , 11-7 , much to 
the dismay of the part isan , 
Yellen-infested home town fans . 
Hilecher topped Mike Zeilman , who 
survived a near loss to Gil Schm itt in 
the 32 's, 21-12, 21-15, in the only other 
16's match that was c lose . 

Resull s Mcn ·s Pro (Prelim inary Round) : Go ttheb d Kronour 
21•7 21· 12.B rownleod . Fned21-13, 19-21 . 11-8, W1lcoxd Sull,, 
lor1011. Kasay d Klys 2 1·3. 21-2; Zuckerman d Dawson 21-11. 
2 1-5 
(Fl rs1 Round ): Hogan d An1r,au 21 - 1. 21-4, S1allord d Rish, 
lor1e11, Sero ! d Gollhob 2 1-7. 21- 15 . Keeley d Brownlee 2 1·6. 
21-7. H1lechcr d Wilcox 2 1·3, 2 1·3, Zo11man d Schm itt 18·21, 
21- 10. 11-7. Lynchd Grcgon o2 1-7.2 1·9 . Bledsoe d O,emar 
2 1-7, 21 •6; McCoy d Lewis 21 ·3. 21-8, Yellen d Chase 21· 15. 
2 1- 16; Kol1und Kolly21 · 12. 19-2 1. 11· 1. Kasayd S1randemo 
m1ury delaul1 , Wagn er d Zuckerman 21· 15, 2 1- 11 : Jones d 
Hegg , lor1e11, Fancher d Mondry 11-2 1, 2 1-7, 11-5: Bruml1old d 
Hum mer 2 1-8, 2 1·6 
(Se cond Round ): Hogan d. Stalford 2 1· 13. 21- 11, Sero t d 
Keeley 13·2 1. 21-12 . 11-6 . H1lecher d Zo11mon 2 1-12 2 1· 15. 
Bledsoe d Lynch 2 1- 12. 21-7. McCoy d Yellen 14-21. 21-16, 
11-7, Koltuno Kasay 2 1-1, 21-9. w agnerd ,Jono s 2 1- 10. 2 1- 10 . 
Brumt ,eld d Fancher 21·3. 2 1-4 
(Ouart c r-llnat s) : Hogan d Soro1 2 1-11, 21 · 16, Bled soe d 
H,lechcr 2 1-14, 2 1- 18. McCoy d Koltun 2 1- 11. 9-21 . 11- 1. 
Wa gner d Brumt1old 2 1 -20 21 - 18 
(Sem i- finals ): Hogan d B!odsoe 2 1· 15. 2 1· 19. Wagnor d 
McCoy 21-13 , 16·2 1, 11-8 
(Ch amp ion ship): Hogan d Wagnor 21- 10, 2 1· 16 



Wright , despite foot contact, is able to retrieve a Steding shot in the ladies finals . 

Wright Again Easier 
Oh, Shannon Wright , have you no 
mercy? Apparently not , as the 
21-year-old San Diegan totally 
destroyed former champ Peggy 
Sted ing 21-16 , 21-3, to capture the 
women 's pro bracket in Southfield . 
Her game reaching a peak as the tour 
headed down the back stretch , Wright 
was too much for Steding and the rest 
of the fie ld as she made Southfield her 
second in a row over Steding . 
It wasn 't so much the victory, but the 
manner of victory that must have given 
all those other lady pros that 
sick-to -their-stomach look . 
In game two Shannon achieved the 
ultimate in destruction , giv ing Peggy an 
inside -the-game donut. Down 0-3 after 
winning the first , it took Shannon 
exactly six innings and 17 minutes to 
score 21 consecutive points and an 
unbelievably convincing 21-3 victory . 
The only contest in the match was the 
first game , in which the tight battle 
which had been expected for the entire 
match , surfaced for this game only . 
With ties at 7, 11, and 14, it was Wright 
who took an 18-16 lead and added a 
left corner forehand kill for 19, a 
forehand skip error by Peggy for 20, 
and a perfect r-a-w ball pass down the 
left wall on which Steding got only 
plaster for 21 . 

" I'm hitt ing the ball super right now, " 
said Shannon . "I'm using control and 
power and I don 't think anybody in the 
ladies division can touch me . " 
She got no argument in Southfield . 
The usual top four reached the 
semi-finals again, with the usual two , 
Wright and Steding moving on to the 
finals . 
Shannon had no trouble in topping 
Janell Marriott , who was nowhere near 
her usually fine game , 21-4, 21-16 . 
Wright is driving her serv es, shooting 
well, and when in trouble going to the 
ceiling to get out of the jam . 
In the lower bracket home town favorite 
Kathy Williams was unable to muster a 
threat to Sted ing against whom the 
butterf lies fly for Kathy . In what 
everybody hoped would have been a 
better match, number four ranked 
Kathy succumb ed rather meekly 21-9, 
21-12. 
Too much power and contro l was the 
story, as Peg rarely vaca ted center 
court , and Kathy , try as she might , was 
constantly scurrying from corner to 
corner to retrieve . 
Only one match in the quarters even 
raised an eyebrow , the age-old battle 
between Williams and Sue Carow, who 
makes any match interes ting. 

No love was lost between Carow and 
the Southfield fans, many of whom 
considered her efforts to top their gal 
Wil liams as an insult to the entire state 
of Michigan . But Carow cares not for 
petty items such as those , and hustled 
her way to the tie-breaker, dropping 
game one 21-13, but pulling out the 
second 21-18 . 
Much to the delight of the gallery, 
however , Sue had run out of petrol by 
the third and in an interesting match 
went down 11-3 . 
None of the other quarter-final losers 
could manage 21 points in both games 
total. 
Wright obl iterated Sarah Green , the 
lithe Memphian who never got into the 
match 21-9 , 21-3 ; Marr iott did about 
the same with Jean Sauser 21-11, 
21-3 ; wh ile Steding topped Jenny 
Harding 21-11 , 21-6 . • 

Results Womo n·s Pro (Ftrs l Round) : Green d McConhy 2 1 ·3, 
21·20. Caro.vd Sto ,,an2 1·15. 20-21 11·0 H~rdng d 
Pa~toma, 21-19 21 I 
(Ou ortor -tlnol s): W11qh1 d G•~ n 21 •9 2 1·3. M.IH 0 11 d Souw r 
21- 11 21-3.W,ll,omsd Carow2 1· 13. 18-2 1 11·3 Sted ng d 
Hording 2 1 · I 1. 21 ·6 
(Som ,-hnol s): Wr,ght d M,mou 21-J. 2 1-16. Sled nq d W1,homs 
21-9. 21-12 
(Chom plon sh1p) : \Yr,qnr d Stodng 21-16. 2 1-3 
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Brumfield, glasses in hand , scurries to cover the 
right side , but far too late as the ball passes him 

down the right in the championship 
match with Hogan . 
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With Governor Jim Thompson in 
attendance , Marty Hogan made it nine 
tour victories in a row by capturing the 
Lombard (111.) stop on the 
Leach /Seamco pro tour . And he did it 
without losing a game. 
In the ladies division Shannon Wright 
came back from 4-10 in the tie-breaker 
to defeat Janell Marr iott and earn her 
third straight tour win . 
It was Hogan versus Charlie Brumfield 
in the men 's championship match, 
complete with pre -game gubernatorial 
ceremonies featuring Governor and 
Mrs . Thompson , both racquetball 
enthusiasts . 
Standing room only crowds attended 
The Glass Court 's Stadium for each of 
the last three days of the event, and it 
was packed Sunday afternoon for the 
finals . 
Brumfield , the sentimental favorite , 
again attempted his contro l style of 
plc;.1y, against Hogan 's fierce power 
game . Hogan 's domination of control 
players continued as shown by the 
statistic which found Brumfield not 
hitting a single pass shot for a winner in 
the first game. 
Despite that, the game was relatively 
close throughout. Hogan never was 
able to gain the huge early lead that 
marked his impressive Southf ield win . 
Rather , he stayed three to four po ints 
ahead of Brum most of the way, 
except ing a fleeting lead for Brum at 
12- 11 . 
Hogan went in at 18-14 twice , the 
second time for the last. He tallied on 
four straight kills, the final one a perfect 
forehand right corner pinch for the 
21-14 win . 
The second game was similar with 
Brumfield never able to close closer 

than three points. And although three is 
within range Hogan would not allow the 
margin to dissipate . The key was at 
14-11 when side went out six times 
(three for both players) . For there it was 
all Hogan 20-14 , 20-16 , 21-16. 
Again , power was the key . Brumfield 
got his passing game slightly into gear , 
but Hogan 's massive power serves 
turned out to be the difference . In fact , 
his five aces in the game to none for 
Brumf ield was the exact difference in 
score. 
By far the most thr illing match of the 
tournament was the women 's final in 
wh ich Marriott was unable to score 
match point on five differen t occasions 
over two games . 
The 21-13 , 20-21 , 11-10 loss by Janell 
was undoubtedly the most 
disappo inting final for any playe r on 
tour th is season. With a 10-4 lead in the 
tie-breaker, Janell for some reason 
played conservative , hop ing for the 
Wr ight error that would w in her the 
match. 
"I waited for Shannon to make a 
mistake ," said the soft-spoken 
Marr iott. "She never did." 
Game two was just as bad , as Marr iott , 
a game up but five points down rallied 
from 15-20, to take two shots at the two 
game sweep . But again she was 
unable to capture the elusive 21st point 
and the 21 -20 victory went to Wright. 
To Shannon 's credit , she hung in, 
never let up, and took her offensive 
shots wh en they occurred . It was a 
stunning performance . 

The thrill of victory for Shannon Wright, after 
being down 4-10 and coming back for an 

11-1 o tie-breaker victory . 



right really gets into a forehand 
al mat ch aga inst Mamott . Govern 

m son can be seen to the left . 



Brumfield goes for the right corner pinch for a 
winner against Morrow in the semi-f inals . He 

had this shot often . 

Mark Morrow , the first year pro from 
Los Angeles, was a surprise 
semi-finalist, working his way through a 
deserted bracket , thinned out by Craig 
McCoy 's amazing first round loss , and 
Jay Jones' upset win over Richard 
Wagner in the second round . 
But Morrow was not a threat to 
Brumfield, who played his most 
offensive match of the season. 
Claiming squatters rights to center 
court , Brumfield 's combination of 
drives and kills was too much for the 
overmatched Morrow . A "screamer ," 
Morrow was constantly berating 
himself , much to the amusement of the 
450 fans. 
The games were identical, -
Brumfield in a blow out. He built a 14-5 
first game lead and coasted 21-7. In the 
second it was more of the same , 13-3, 
16-4 and 21-8. 
"I had to get in and get out,· · said 
Brumfield. "/ wanted to save myself for 
Hogan ." 
Another reason for Brum 's offensive 
play could have been a slight shoulder 
injury, suffered in his quarter-final 
marathon win over Steve Serot. 
Unable to hit overhead without pain, 
Charlie kept everything down at waist 
level or lower, forcing him to offense . 
Perhaps he should have continued the 
same way against Hogan. 
In the upper bracket semi-final Hogan 
ran into a red-hot Jerry Hi lecher, whose 
booming serve was right on all 
weekend . Jerry was off a surprisingly 

Hilecher drives the ball down the left wall aga inst 
Hogan in the semi's , - perfect form, perfect 

concent ration. 
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easy 21-14 , 21-11 win over Davey 
Bledsoe in their month ly flip-a-co in 
match . 
But Hogan seems to be able to cope 
with everybody , no matter how hot. He 
definitely coped with Hilecher , whose 
seven aces over the two games were 
not near ly eno ugh . 
The first game , in which Hilecher 
scored five of those aces was an 
either -way affa ir, wi th never more than 
two points sepa rating the warriors . 
That is , until Hog an came to life at 
17-16 , put together two kills of weak 
service returns , and then forced two 
Hilecher errors for the 21-16 victory . 
The momentum swung sharply to 
Hogan 's corner in the seco nd. A huge 
eigh t point seven th inning truly sea led 
Hi lecher 's doom . Down 4-5, Hogan lost 
service after runn ing off four kills, two 
passes and two frozen aces for a 12-5 
advantage . Even a Hi lecher time-out at 
8-5 cou ldn 't do anything but wast e 30 
seconds . 
The pressure exerted by Hogan can 
make any player fold and Jerry 
succumbed late in the second game. 
Trying to make a run , he was able to 
close to wi thin 14-19, only to have 
Hogan tally the final two points, both on 
forehand error s. That villi an Mr . Skip 
see med to have control of Hilecher's 
racquet. 
The ladies semi-finals were strange . 
First off was Wright's three-game win 
over Kathy Will iams, still striving to 
make her first visit to the finals. T ied at 
15-all in the first game, Will iams, who 
has been known to falter at this poin t, 
actually got tough er and sco red the last 
six point s of the game on an ace (Z to 
the right) , two kills, two passes , and a 
Wright error , 21-15. 

Williams could hardly get lower to shoot this ball against Wright in the semi -finals . 
Eye contact could n "t be better. 

-------
Game two was a joke , with Wright 
grabbing an 11-3 lead and after a 
Williams time out , two sides out , 
Shanno n finished the job 21-4. 
So came the unp redic tible tie-breake r 
with Williams grabbin g the ea rly 
advantage 5-3 , but Wr ight equalling 
the game at 5-a ll. Nex t came the key 
point for at 6-5 Wri ght' s lead, the serve 
changed hands eight times before 
Shannon was able to tal ly her seven th, 
an error by Williams, skipping in a 
backhand back wall set up . 
Shannon went as far as 9-6 and then 
sat back whi le Kathy erred twice for the 
11-6 victory . 

----------__ .---
In the bottom bracke t one of the 
we irdest matches see n in many a 
month occur red in Marr iott 's stun ning 
victory over Peggy Sted ing . The scores 
should tell it all, 19-21 , 21-2, 11-1 . 
Who could say what happened to 
Steding? She called it "mental 
laziness. " Others said physical fatigue . 
Whatever the reasons , Steding was 
just a shadow of herself in those last 
two games . 
Marriott, on the other hand , played two 
of the most perfec t games see n in a 
long time. Servi ng hard and accura te 
and shooting likewise , she was a 
demon on legs in the court . The second 
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Steding (/.) and Marriott try and untangle after a collis,on during the ir first game of the sem i's . 

game took but seven innings, with a 
?-point third and 7-point fifth taking 
care of game two. 
In the tie-breaker Janell came out 
smokin' again, jumping quickly to a 5-1 
lead. At 7-1 Steding erred on an 
attempted ceiling ball , one of r.b.'s 
cardinal sins. A kill and perfect pass 
later made it 10-1 and to make this 
unusual match even more so , point 11 
came on a controversial call. Referee 
Terry Fancher called the serve short , 
but an appeal by Marriott got the call 
reversed. Fancher, in a correct but 
pressure-packed call , awarded an ace 
to Marriott for the match . 
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Peg wasn 't laughing later . 

"I saw it short," said Fancher . "Bu t if it 
was good, it was perfect. I had to call 
the ace. " 
The best match of the men 's quarters 
was Brumfield 's win over Serot , a most 
unconvincing 20-21, 21-19 , 11-9 affair . 
As everyone expected, Serot spent 
most of the match slid ing around the 
floor , picking up impossible to retrieve 
shots, staying alive and in general 
defying the laws of gravity and safety . 
Brumfield, on the other hand, was 
content to stand in mid -court and 
punish his younger rival until he 
couldn 't stand . It was here tha! Serot's 
tyrannical training pro9:am paid off, for 
he never did tire, causing a long, 
exciting and impressive match. 

With the ooo's and aaah's psyching 
him continually, Serot picked himself 
off the floor time and again , to stay in 
the match . With a maximum of three 
points , and rarely more than one 
separat ing the two , the first game went 
to the proverbial wire , with a diving 
Serot get and re-kill earning him the 
game . 
Brumf ield assumed the comeback role 
in the second, when he fought from a 
13-18 deficit to sneak in a 21-19 win. 
The tie-breaker was classic 
racquetball , a match that fans had seen 
seemingly a thousand times before. 
Brumfield driving, Serot retrieving , 
Sero! flail ing, Brumfield scurrying . Ties 
at 1, 6, 8, and 9 left all on the chair's 
edges befo re Brumfield on his second 
try, racked up match point. 
None of the other quarter-fina l matches 
went three , although two of them had 
21-20 games. Morrow found himself 
aga inst Jay Jones and had no easy 
time with the methodical stunt man . 
The first game went to Morrow 21-20 , 
and the second was also a good battle , 
before Morrow carried it through 21-15 . 
Hogan met Strandemo in the upper 
bracket quarter-final and Strandy, who 
stopped Steve Keeley in the 16's gave 
it his best shot in the first game before 
bowing 21-20 . There wasn 't much left 
for Steve in the second and the 21-10 
score was an accurate reflection . 
The last quarter-final encounter was 
Hilecher 's big win over Bledsoe 21-14 , 
21-11 . As stated before , Hilecher 's 
super serve was on target , judging by 
his impressive 21-10 , 21-4 win over 
home -towner John Lynch in the 16's. 
Jerry still had his hot hand against 
Davey as the scores indicate . 



Morrow 's floa ting backhand was down enough to sq ueeze out this two-game win 
over Jon es ,n the quart ers. 

Just like yesteryear ... Sero/ gives the sign to 
Brumfield in their quarter-final match while ... 

The Brum gives another sign right back to Sero/. 
No love lost here . 

This 1,me 1/'s a Hilecher backhand dow n the left 
wall as Bledsoe fmds himself out of posit ion in 
the quarters . 
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Strandemo (r.) is caught in a familiar pose, -
blocking . Note the ball at his right foot as Hogan 

prepare s to rip . Better move, Steve! 

146 JULY 

Williams goes to the ceiling against Sauser in their battle , the only three-game 
quarter-final ladies match . 

The only real good 16's matche s were 
Strandemo 's 19 and 16 victory over 
Keeley; Serot's narrow 17-2 1, 21-10, 
11-5 win against Ben Koltun , and 
although it was a lousy match, the 
Jones 21-15, 21-10 win over Wagner 
proved that ment al preparedness is 
definitely a factor in pro racquetball. 
The ladies quarters, as usual , were 
nothing to write home about. Only 
William s was forced to three games 
4-21, 21-18, 11-7 by Jean Sauser. 

Newcomer Pat Schmidt, Milwaukee 
lost to Marriott 21-19, 21-7 after 
stunning the Chicago area fans with 
her 16's w in over local favori te Sue 
Carow 16 and 14. 
Wright blew out Marth a Byrd 2 1-4, 21-9 
and Steding had it her w ay agains t Rita 
Hoff 21-9, 21-14 in the other 
quarter -final match -ups. • 



NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT . .. 
The shocker of the tournament was unseeded 
Bob Deuster , a local area A player , topping third 
ranked Craig McCoy in the round of 32 21 -13, 
21 -20 . A slim , club pro , Deuster took advantage 
of McCoy 's menta l relaxa tion and played a 
superb match . When Craig tried to turn 11 on, - it 
was too late ... the tournament was a fantast ic 
success , with total sell outs three nights, super b 
hospitality , thanks primarily to the Italian U-Boat 
which provided food and beverage s from Vito , 
J im and Angelo ... The Glass Court is a perfect 
host and pres ident Ron Hankin makes sure that 
things are run in a well organized and ett1cient 
manner . .. thanks too to George Smith , one of 
Ron's partners , for his help during the week ... 
club manager / pro Dan Bertolucci was all over 
everywhere , making sure things were smooth 
and he had great help from Sue Sulli, Mario 
Cesarin i, Leo Goss and Jerry Sayers ... the 
Illinois State Racquetball Association also 
pitched 1n, led by Tom Street , Al Shetze r and floor 
manager supreme, Jim Stotz . . . Illinois ' 
Governor Jim Thompson and his lovely bride 
made the final day an abso lute event, and 
working with the Governor 's advance men was a 
priv ilege ... The huge (156 man) Amateur Open 
d1v1s1on was won by Ron Galbreath , New 
Wilmington , Pennsy lvania. Galbreath outla sted 
the field and captured the title with a 21 -19, 21 -4 
win over Deuster ... Martha Byrd , Gainesville , 
Fla. took the Ladies Open, 21 -10, 2 1- 19 over St. 
Louis ' Rita Hoff .. • Ch icago 's Jim Clemon s 
captured the Men's Seniors bracket, 21 -6, 12-2 1, 
11-2 over Bernie Nielson , Marshalltown , Iowa ... 
The Master s champ1onsh1p was won by Al 
Hanke , Elmhur st, Illinois, who defeated Palos 
Heights ' Jack Shuberth 21-14 , 21-1 2. 

All photos of the Lombard Pro Am 
by Arthur Shay 

Glass Court president Ron Hankin (r.) presents Illinois ' Governor Jim Thompson with an award for 
being the state 's number one r.b. booster . 

Res ult s Mon's Pro (Pr oli minory Round) : Zuckerman d Naull 
21-12 . 21 · 1 I • York d Whipple , lorlo,1. Mondry d Ko-.ay 21, 7, 
21·6, Workus d Waldo 2 1·8. 2 1·5 . Sull, d Champagno 2 1· 13, 
14-2 1 11-7, SchmlllO Karas21·11 21· 15 
(Firs lRound ):Hogond Dorn2 1•7. 2 1•9, lk1ord Fonchor I6•2I 
21· 12, 11•5; Keo!oy d Zuckerman 2 1·20. 19·2 1 11-8, 
S1rondomo d York 2 1·5 . 2 1-7 , Hllochor d Mon dry 2 1•7, 2 1·2, 
Lynchd Bowmon21·8,21 · 19:R,shd Chaso21· I 5. 1·21, 11·6. 
B!edsood G1bbS21·18 . 2 1·6.Douslord McCoy21 · 13 21·20 , 
Morrowd Slafford 15-21 21· 11 11·1 Jonesd W11lw~ 12•2I, 
2 1· 12, 11·9. Wagnor d Valero 2 1· 1. 2 1•6 . Sc-101 d Sulh 21·8 
2 1-10 Kollun d Schm 111 2 1·11 , 21-13, Yellen d Le, Imon 2 1 ·3 . 
2 1•17, Brumhold d Hcmph,1121•7. 21• 12 
(Sec ond Rou nd ): Hogan d lk,er 2 1·10 , 21 · 12 Strandcmo d 
Keeley 21·19, 21 · 16. H,lochcr d Lynch 2 1 · 10. 21 .J Bledsoe d 
R,sh 21-17 , 2 1- 11, Morro.v d Deu sler 21 8 21 .J Jones d 
Wagno r 21 15. 2 1· 10 Soro1 d Kol1un 17•21. 2 1· 10. 11·5 
Bruml,o 'd d Ycl ·en 21•7 , 21·12 
(Ouortor•llnol s). Hogan d S1randemo 21 ·20 . 21 10 H,lechor d 
Blodsoo21 1,1,21-11 . Morro,-o Joncs2 1·20 21 15 Brumhold 
d Soro I 20·2 1 21 · 19. 11·9 
(Semi-f in als): Hog an d H,locnor 2 1•16. 21,1 ,1. brumhold d 
Morr v 21•7 . 2 1·8 
(Ch ampion ship) : Hoqon d Brcml c ld 21·1'1 21-16 

Result s Women 's Pro (Fl rsl Round) : Wrrqhl d ThOmpson 
21·3 , 21 6. Byrd d PosIernok 2 1•17, 20•2 I , 11·2. Sauser d 
McCarthy2 1 ·2 . 21 ·3. w, 11romsd Noguchi 2 1./, 2 1-11 Mamond 
Fran,s 2 1 • l 3, 21 •4 , Schmtdl d Ca,ow 2 1- 16. 2 1· 1•1, Hollo 
Groen 2 1· 12. 17•2 I, 11 ·5. Slcd ,ng d Arm strong 2I • l 0 , 2 1 •J 
(Ouortc r•l inol s) : \Vr,ghl a Byrd 2 1 •4. 2 1 ·9. Wtlhams d Sauser 
•-2I.21-10.1 I -7, Momond Schmd 121-19 21•7 S1eongd Holl 
2 1·9 . 21•14 
(Somf.ltn ols ): Wr,ghl d w ,I:,ams 15·2 1, 2 1 .• 1 11·6 . Marron d 
Sledmg 19·21 21·2. I 1· 1 
(Champ ion ship): W11gh1 d Morrr01121 13. 20·21 11· 10 
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TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

L_E= c:: ,_, 7 
SERlllco/j® 

N.R.C. PRO TOUR r-------------------

Newport 
Beach 

With the March of Dimes pos ter girl , winner Davey Bledsoe (kneeling, r.) and runner-up Craig McCoy (kneeling, I.) pose for the came ra. Standing are 
Rick Schliebe (I.} and Dan Isaacson . of The Sporting House. 
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The Best 
of the Rest? 
When Marty Hogan and Char lie 
Brumfield both elected not to play the 
Newport Beach pro stop , a sage 
racquetball commentator dubbed the 
event "The Best of the Rest ," allud ing 
to the Brumfield /Hogan domination of 
pro racquetball the past three years. 
~ogan , who was in the midst of fina l 
exams at San Diego State , and 
Brumf ield , nursing a sore shoulder , left 
the field wide open May 12-15 , just 
three weeks prior to the Nationals . 
For 'The Rest " it was Nirvana . No 
longer did it matter whose bracket you 
were in. No longer did you have to 
worry about Hogan 's bullets or 
Brumf ield 's brain s. All you had to do 
was win. 
After the initial shock , it became 
apparent that pro racqu etball is al ive 
and thriv ing with or without Hogan and 
Brumf ield . And all you have to do is 
ask any of "The Rest. " They 'll be glad 
to tell you. 
Their spokesman should be Davey 
Bledsoe who won Newport Beach and 
then graduated to "A Name" by 
capturing the National Tit le (see page 
17). Beldsoe was showing his full hand 
in Newport , but nobody was watching , 
or remembering . 

· Coming from the second seed in the 
bottom bracket , Bledso e wasn't pretty , 
nor was he dom inating . But he was 
good , very good . And he got better as 
the weekend wore on . 
Cranking up his own pow er drive se rve 
(tour players are now con ceding Davey 
second place to Hoga n in the power 
hitter derby), Bled soe was too much for 
anyon e to handl e. 
His champ ionship match foe was top 
seed Craig McCoy , who con tinues to 
perplex all handicappers . Fresh ott of 
the most emb arass ing pro 

performance of the year in Lombard , 
McCoy totally turned his game around 
as he chased for the title. 
The tournament was held at the 
luxur ious Newport Beach Sport ing 
House , similar to the Denver club of the 
same name which sported front wall 
g lass . In Newport Beach, however , 
genera l manager Rick Sch liebe , after 
consulting with N.R.C. officials , turned 
the court around , drew new service 
lines , and the tourney was played with 
a glass back wall, much to the delight of 
the players . 
The final match had one good game , 
the first , and one drag , the second . 
McCoy bolted first with three quick 
points , but Beldsoe rallied to tie at 3 . 
Ties ensued at 6, 7, 12, 15, and 16, until 
Bledsoe pulled away . 
Two McCoy errors rang up 17 and 18 
and Davey 's own patented forehand 
right corne r pinch was the 19th . But in a 
gesture of good will , Bleds oe promptly 
doub le fault ed (his secon d of the 
game) giving McCoy the serve , 16-19 
and a perfect opportunity to get back 
into it. He didn 't. 
Bledsoe rolled ott the serve with his 
backhand , ace d lefty Craig with a hard 
Z to the right , and tall ied the game 
winner on a pass left, Davey 's only 
passi ng winner of the game. 

, Between games a pro specta tor 
predic ted a McCoy inju ry in the seco nd , 
and real or imagined , Craig 's arm 
bega n aching him as Bledsoe ·s lead 
wid ened . Craig didn't eve n bother 
calling a strategic or injury time out as 
Davey gathe red up 4-2, 6-2, 8-2 , and 
11-2 leads . 
Fina lly McCoy sti rred, rolling out a few 
forehands , serving well with a dr ive to 
Bledsoe 's forehand, and all of a 
sudden it was 9-13, well within reach . 
But there Bledsoe 's time out stopped 
the momentum and he in turn blasted 

an ace on a drive to the left , and · a 
perfect pass right. McCoy followed with 
two skips and the match was over at 
17-9. 
At 19-9 and 20-9 McCoy ignored the 
sensible time out and Davey ended the 
match , pocketing the two grand first 
place prize with a forehand right corner 
kill. 
Bledsoe and Richard Wagner had a 
superb semi-final battle, Davey 
winning in three , and almost making 
comeback of the year to win in two 
21- 16, 18-21 , 11-4. 
Again Bledsoe 's pattern was to stay 
close going into the fina l quarter of the 
game and pour it on. Down 13-14 , he 
surfaced with the next lead 16-15 and 
three crucial points made it 19-15 . In 
fact, had Davey not been over- anxious 
mid-way through the match (five of 
Wagner 's last six points were shooting 
errors off the serve by Bledsoe) , he 
would have had a much easier 
time of it. 
As it was Davey still managed to grab 
the game 21- ·16, setting up the thrilling 
second . With Davey playing too 
cautiously (he made only two deep 
court errors the whole game) , and 
Wagner playing well , Rich found 
himself up 20-12 and think ing about the 
lie-break er. 
Five time s Wagner couldn 't tally the 
21s t point, and Bledsoe kept creeping 
closer, 12-20, 13-20, 17-20 , 18-20 
befo re Wagner finally made it go three 
with a backhand kill from cent er court 
into the left corne r. 
The lie-breake r was good , solid 
racquetball, wi th Bledsoe 's serv e and 
shoot style jus t too overpowering for 
the retriev ing Wagne r, who see ms to 
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be one of the few players who can play 
well against either control or power 
styles. 
But too much power was his foe , and a 
3-all tie-breaker blossomed into a 6-3, 
8-4 Bledsoe advantage. Wagner 's time 
out at that juncture did noth ing and 
Davey ran out 11-4 . 
In the upper bracket McCoy faced Jerry 
Hilecher , who smelled his second title 
of the year . His booming serve still on 
green , Hi lecher was the upper bracket 
favorite. On ly problem was McCoy . He 
wanted to play this night. 
You would never have known it by 
looking at the first game a dismal 21-5 
Hilecher win. Craig was sluggish 
despite the howling of encouragement 
from the home town fans, who flocked 
to Newport from nearby Riverside to 
cheer on their hero. 
If the first game was a lesson in how 
bad Cra ig McCoy can be , the next two 
games were lessons in how well he can 
play . Limbering up his own drive and Z 
serves, McCoy out Hi lechere d 
Hi lecher. He took control , forced weak 
returns and built a 20-13 lead from an 
8-all tie. 
Jerry called the token time outs, but 
Craig would have none of it and he 
busily called on the tie-breaker 21-13 . 
Talk about somebody getting hot! 
McCoy wa s charcoal white in a 
relentless pursuit of the finals. With his 
gallery screaming to each other (the 
players couldn't hear in the totally 
enclosed court) his advantage 
mounted 3-0, 4-0, 6-0 and finally 10-0. 
Would the season 's th ird tie-breaker 
bagel be in Hilec her 's bag? 
Not so, as Hilecher took the serve and 
knocked out an ace on a Z to the right, 
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ensuring his twinkie (tour slang for a 
one point fina l game total). He then 
added four more to make the final a 
respectable 11-5 . 
Match point came , ironically, on a 
McCoy ace serve , a blistering drive to 
the forehand side, a serve that had 
been McCoy 's best all weekend. 
McCoy was the only sem i-finalist to go 
three in the quarters , against Jay 
Jones. By typical McCoy scor es he 
won the match 21-7 , 17-2 1, 11-5. 
Craig 's abil ity to up the pace a notch in 
the tight spots makes him one of the 
most dangerous tou r players . 
" You never know what he 'll do, " said 
one . " You go in knowing you can beat 
him , and you come out wondering why 
you didn 't. " 
Jones , after being thumped in the first 
game 21- 7, must have been pray ing for 
a reversal, and his prayers were 
answered. Craig slowed down , Jay 
heated up and a 21-17 Jones win was 
the result. 
So McCoy went back to work , taking 
the tie-breaker 11-5. 
Hilecher breezed in his quarter , tak ing 
Ste\(e Keeley in routine fashion 2 1-13 , 
21-5, wh ile Wagner stopped Steve 
Strandemo, who struggled all 
weekend , 2 1-19 , 21-5 . 
The last quarter was similar with 
Bledsoe erasing Steve Serot 21-8 , 
21-20. 
There were two excellent round of 16 
matches , with Jones sneaking past 
Ben Koltun 21-15 , 9-21 , 11-8, and 
Wagner surviving a threat from 
unheralded amateur Gary Lusk 19-21 , 
21-13 , 11-9 . 

Fair 
Warning 
Shannon Wr ight made it known to all at 
Newport Beach , - she was to be the 
player to beat in the women 's pro 
div ision at the Nationals. She made this 
southern California site her fou rth 
cons ecutive tour victory and did it in 
such dominat ing fashion that she left 
no doubts that she is the best female 
player in the world . 
Much of the story of the ladies bracket 
at Newport Beach occurred in the 
earlier rounds , with the perennial 
semi-finalist Janell Marr iott and Kathy 
Will iams both losing in the quarters . 
The tournament also marked the return 
of Jan Campb ell , who showed fine form 
in barel y losing her quarter-f ina l match 
against Peggy Sted ing . 
It was Peggy who finally reached the 
finals against W right, but as was the 
case throughout the last part of the 
season, racquetball 's grand , old lady 
was no match for her youthful foe . 
Game one was all Shannon, who 
played an almost flawless game. 
Makin g only two errors that cost her 
points, serving we ll and excell ing in all 
phase s of the game she galloped 
toward 21 wi th stops at 6-0 , 12-0 and 
19-4 for a final 21-5 marg in. 
It just wasn 't the Sted ing of old. Peg 
had been sluggish all tournament , 
having to go three twice just to reach 
the finals , an unheard of development 
even a year ago . In the finals, the zip 
was gone . 
The second game was better , as 
Steding took an early, slight lead 7-5, 
but Shannon passed her at 9-8 , kept 
going to 14-8 and held the six point 
difference to 18-12 . 
Wright actua lly played a better game 
offensively than she did in the firs t. 
Only one of her points came on a 
Steding error, the rest were kills (13) , 
passes (5) or aces (2). Shannon 's last 



Isaacson presents ladies winner Shannon Wright with a bouquet of roses after her victory over Peggy Stedmg in the finals. 

four points were kill shots, with the 21st 
coming on a picture book forehand 
right corner kill , the bread -and-butter of 
any tour player . 
The semi-finals were poles apart . In the 
upper bracket Wright faced Jean 
Sau ser, who finally caught Kathy 
William in the quarters (Jean see med 
to be chas ing Kathy all year) . But 
Jean's nerves got the best of her, and 
Shannon 's relentle ss power game was 
too st rong , ending in identical 21-7, 
21-7 wins. 
But as much as the Sauser-Wright 
match was no con test, the 

Steding-J ennifer Harding semi-final 
was very much a contest. 
Harding, who scored on ly 39 points in 
her three game win over Marriott in the 
quarters, was spectacular agai nst 
Steding in the semi 's. After droppin g 
the first game 21-14, Harding got tough 
in the seco nd , saving three match 
points and slipping by Peggy 21-20. 
The tie-breaker was a barnburner , 
close all the way, with southpaw Jenny 
{the only fem ale lefty on tour) playing 
her toughest. But Peggy was just that 

little ex tra tougher . With the pressure 
on her, Steding was up to the big points 
whe n needed and came in with the 
win ner 11-8. 
Tne quarte rs were the best complete 
round of the entire tourn ament. 
Wright' s 21-11, 21-14 victory over Jan 
Pasternak was the only match not to go 
three , and two of them ended 11-10. 
Sauser and Williams, a couple of 
long-time midwes t foes 
(Chicago- Detroit) matched similar 
styles into a beautiful match . As in 
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Lombard, Williams took the first game , 
but the gutsy Sauser held off match 
point at 20-20 and captured the game 
21-20. 
But if Williams was disheartened , it 
didn't show. She was strong and 
confident in the tie-breaker , as was 
Sauser . Down to the wire, with fans 
straining to get a glimpse , it was 
Sauser 11-10. 
Harding took the first game against 
Marriott in the top of the lower bracket 
21-19, but Jenny couldn't cope with the 
stronger Marriott's power serve and · 
shoot style in the second, folding 21- 7 
and making her outlook bleak. 
But it was not , as Jenny put together a 
solid, error-free tie-breaker and never 
looked over her shoulder to stop Janell 
11-5. 
The Steding win in the last quarter-final 
battle was a heartbreaking loss for 
Campbell. Her first appearance in eight 
months was a pointed one, however , 
as she recovered from a total bombing 
in the first game (21-3) to take the 
second 21-15 . 
The tie-breaker for awhile was all 
Campbell. She held an almost 
insurmountable 10-4 lead, but as 
Marriott did against Wright in Lombard, 
Jan became overly cautious, waiting 
for the freebie 11th point. 
Steding kept her cool, made some 
unbelievable gets to save match point 
and finally put together her run for an 
11-10 victory . • 
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NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT ... 
The Sporting House again turned over all 
proceeds of the tournament to the March of 
Dimes, $2,000 as in Denver .. . Sted ing aga in 
was the only pro player to donate a portion of her 
winnings to the Dimes , showing that she may not 
be number one on the court any longer , but she 
sure is number one in the heart .. . Th anks to Rick 
Schliebe , Dan Isaacson , Ellen Frey et . al. for their 
help . . . Seamco 's prez Al Mackie and national 
sales manager BobCoate were on hand to take in 
the tourney . .. Par for the tour 's course , the 
weath er made all happy to be indoor s, with cool 
and windy the order for the weekend . 

Results Men 's Pro (Fi rs t Round) : Kelly d. Snow 21· 16 , 
2 1 ·6 : Bush d . Scheinbaum 21 - 1 ~. 16-21 , 11 ·8 . Radlord d. 
S1emrenowsk 1 2 1-5. 21 -6 · W1ckMm d Slodda rd 21-6, 21 12: 
Portune d . Thurman 21-10 . 21- 16; Weightman d. Aus11n. lorfe1t , 
Ken Id . Wllhams2t-7 . 2 1•7. Lusk d . Schoner1 2 1- 17, 21-17 , 
Wng hl d Corbell 21 •7. 2 1 ·6 , Fearing d. Ma11hews. lor1e1I. 
Hawkins d . Mondry 2 1- 15, 16-21 , 11-5 : Thoma s d . Floyd 2 1-8, 
21 -8: Davidson d . Maddox 17•2 1 11-4, 11-7. 
(Second Round) .: McCoyd . Wa1dehck 2 1 · 1. 2 1- 15 . Kelly d. Bush 
21-10, 21 - 10: Kollun d . Radford 2 1-13 , 21-6 . Jon es d . Wickham 
21-16, 21-10 . Keeley d . Por1une 21-11. 2 1- 12. Fan che r d . 
We 1gh1man 21-4 . 21-16 , Kenld . SIalford , lorie11, Chase d Wnght 
11-2 1, 21-13 . 11-7. SIra ndemo d Berberel 2 1- 14, 19-2 1, 11-7, 
Serol d . Alderson 2 1-8, 2 1-14, Morrow d . Fearong 21-19 . 21-11 , 
Thoma s d. Hawk ins 2 1-6 . 21-15 , Bledsoe d Davidson 21-6, 
21- 12. 
(Thrrd Round) : McCoy d Kelly 2 1-12 , 2 1- 13 , Jones d Kollun 
21-15, 9-2 1, t 1-8 . Keeley d . Fancher 21 - 13. 2 1- 10: H,lecher d. 
Kent 2 1-6, 2 1-8. Wag ner d Lusk 19-2 1, 2 1- 13, 11-9 ; S1randemo 
d. Chase 2 1-10 . 21 7: Serol d Morrow 21·6 . 21-14 : Bledsoe d 
Thomas 21-0, 21-14 
(Quarter-finals) : McCoy d. Jone s 21-7, 17-2 1, 1 t -5; Hi lecher d 
Keeley 21-13 . 21 ·5 . Wagner d . Slrandemo 21 - 19. 21 ·5 Bledsoe 
d. Sero1 21 -8. 2 1 ·20 . 
(Sem i-final s) : McCoy d. H1lecher 5-21. 2 1-13, 1 t -5: Bledsoe d 
Wagner21-16 . 18-21 . 11-4 
(Champ ion ship): Bledsoe d . McCoy 21 -16. 2 1• 14. 

Res ult s Wom en's Pro (F i rs t Round) : S1au d . Hunl 21-6 , 
21-19, Pasternak d Cleme ns 21-6 . 2 1-5 ; Gick d . BerneaIhy , 
lorfe1I, Heims d . McGovern 20 -21 , 21- 19. 11-2 : Murphy d Morn s 
21·13, 2 1- 10:Weedd . Frey 21-15 . 2 1-12 , Campbell d. Lewis 
2 1-4.21-3 . Moored . Noguchi 21· 12, 21-12 
(Second Round) : WrrghI d . S1au 21-2 . 2 1-3 : PasIernak d . 
McCar1hy 2 1- 18 . 21-14 ; Sauser d. Gick 2 1-4. 2 1-5 . W1lloams d . 
He ims 21- 13, 2 1-5 ; Marri on d Murphy 21·3 , 21 ·6 . Harding d . 
We ed 21 ·3, 21-4 ; Campb ell d . Carow . InIury delaull: SIed1ng d . 
Moore 21 - 16. 2 1- 11 
(Qua rt er -f inal s) : Wroghl d . Past ernak 21-11 . 21- 14: Sauser d 
W1lhams 12-2 1. 2 1-20.11-10 . Hard ing d . Marrooll 21-19 , 7-2 1 
11 -5 : Sled1ng d. Campbe ll 21 ·3 , 15-2 1. t 1-1 0 . 
(Sem i-fi nal s) : Wnghl d . Sauser 2 1-7. 21 -7 Sted1ng d Harding 
2 1-14, 20-21. 11-8. 
(Champ ion sh ip) : Wroghl d . Stedong 21 -5, 21· 13. 
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1972 National Champion 

Charlie Brumfield, LEACH Racquet 
1973 National Champion 

Charlie Brumfield, LEACH Racquet 
1974 National Champion 

Bill Schmidtke , LEACH Racquet 
1976 NRC National Champion 

Charlie Brumfield, LEACH Racquet 
1973 National Doubles Champions 

Charlie Brumfield & Steve Serot 
LEACH Racquets 

Official NRC Men's Pro Ranking 
as of January I. 1977 
~l Marty Hogan, LEACH Racquet 
~2 Charlie Brumfield, LEACH Racquet 
:tt5 Davey Bledsoe, LEACH Racquet 
~6 Rich Wagner, LEACH Racquet 
#7 Mike Zeitman , LEACH Racquet 
::3 Steve Keeley, LEACH Racquet 

From this heritage of 
Championships, comes 
the newest champion, 

M Ill. 

For color brochure and further information on any of our products, please contact: 

LEACH Industries, 5567 Kearny Villa Road, San Diego, California 92123 (7 14) 279-tOOO 


