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THE MAGNUM

It's Ektelon’s best!

Extraordinary balance and playing characteristics. Lightweight (270 grams)
for maximum maneuverability. Extra length (1842") for
increased reach and power. Exclusive patented milled extrusion
for better control. Four grip sizes.

N

Ektelon, Dept. NR-01 7079 Mission Gorge, Rd., San Diego, CA 921
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THE NATION'S #1 RACQUETBALL/HANDBALL
TENNIS COMPUTERIZED MANAGEMENT SYSTEM PRESENTS

SPECIALISTS FOR THE RACQUET SPORTS INDUSTRY NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL

TOTAL ELECTRUMC ADMUNSTRATIVE MANAGENMENT
An Unbeatable Doubles Team

FEATURES
Cash & Charge Actoustability €>Money Masagemeat

Your racquet sports club cam have an accounting management system gtinog (he
Sweda 725 Electrone Regrter. Register-imprinted member receipls are avlomatcally
generated lor all transactions. Backep register docomeatation of 3l transactions s
peovided Tor clubd ese, 25 5 a register- imprinted transacton summary for expeditioss
day’s-end balanceg.

Frost Desk Organization

The electrosic register &5 the record-keeping necleus for a8 fronl-gesk activily
Throogh program control, registor-guided estry of infarmation is performed accurately
and easily by all froot-desk persosnel with mmimal iraining. Separate register totals
factlitale drawer-balanciog by shift. The regisler-produced journad Laipe with all
recorded transactions is used a2 input 80 the Louts Zahn Datz Service Corp.'s processing
center

Inslantaseows hiormaton

Separale registar dotaks (Gollars & units) are provided for all sales classifications, such
a3 courl-lime, resold court-time, lessons, Pro Shop sales. Sar & lousge. The clud das
total access 10 all recap information al any bme. CosSidentiakly is assured with 2
securily code control employed by the regster, prevenling snastharized access to
inlormation
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TOTAL ELECTRUMC

Data Processing by The Louis Zahn Data Service Corp. and the 725 or New 800 Series Electronic Register by Sweda

Sysiem Highlights:

* Updated monthly paper Rolodex cords with messber 10, aging & court-time

* Racquetball Charge System/PCB " automated Permaneat Court-time Billing (PCB)*
with descrip’ e stalements.

* Metropolitan Biding or Circult Biling for members play in meftiple owned clabs.

* New member listing printout

* Court So\emunxnﬁmm

* Total Business Anatysis Report on sales & service calegories.

* Permanent Courl-time & League/Round Rodin information printed on member’s
statoments

* Automatic membership renewal billiog

* Bound bookle! of duplicaies of all slatements generated

* Total dlectronic stulfing, posting & maling of members’ stalements with club lliers &
newsletiers

Your faclity can now enjoy all e fine poiats of the standard RACOUETBALL CHARGE
SYSTEM/PCH " withou! fllling out & baiching transaction forms.*

"Note: The Total Bxectronk Adminsiration Managemeat” register sysiem does mol
provide the hand-signed proal-of -purchase cards wilth the members” monthly stale-
menls (usually requesiod by IRS for corporade accousts) as DOES The Standard
RACOUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEM/PCB* descridbed in the adjoming RACOUETBALL
CHARGE SYSTEM/PCE" a4

Endersed By. Court Club Enterpases

ADCHNISTRATNE Ao
MANAGERENT

JOIN OUR TEAM NOW!

WRITE OR CALL COLLECT NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION 312-681-3061

NOTE: TENNISYSTEM/PCB* AACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS/PCB* and Total Electronic Administrabive Management are
axclug.'.c rogistered and trademarked data systoms 1or racguet Sports by

LOUIS ZAHN DATA SERVICE CORP. 1930 GEORGE STREET, MELROSE PARK, ILLINOIS 60160



Racquetball Charge System/PCB* Total Blectronic Administrative
Management System/PCB*® is also designed from market research by
the Louis Zahn Data Service Corp., developers of Racquetball Charge
System/PCB™ which lotally solves the billing problems which your club
and other clubs are now experiencing, while ing you with limely
and concise Information needed for your club’'s present and future
growth in an ever increasing competitive markel.

Both the total Electronic Administrative Management System/
PCB* and Racquetball Charge System/'PCB™ provide your facility
with Totally Descriptive Statements that will eliminate billing-
relaled questions and problems.,

Customized imprinted payment cards, pre-addressed 1o your club, and
matching return-envelopes enclased with your Racquetball club mem-
bers’ monthly statements help conver! charges into working cash fast . .
especially with our guafm!eed 72-hour Turnaround Service. The
Racquetball Charge System/PCB* Total Electronic Administrative
Management System/PCB* provides you with an easy-to-read
color-coded aging analysis which tells you instantly who owes What
and For How Long. In addition, the Louis Zahn Data Service Corp.
includes The Date Your Member Last Used Your Club's Services
and The Date Payment Was Made, as well as your Member's
Year-To-Date Tolal Charges.

Racquetball Charge System/PCB* Total Eleclronic Administra-

live Management System /PCB* provides a precise sales analysis
(Including h) which sorts down all sales categorically, Withou!

E‘a,rud’ Club Having To Fill Out Total and Batch Transaction Forms or
S.

Free PR, sales and optional dunning messages can be custom-

imprinted on top of your racquetball members’ Descriptive Statements
each month.

l}acquethall Charge System/PCB* Total Electronic Administra-
tive Management System/PCB*™ also provides Electronic Stuffing
and Mailing Services with optical scanning to insure Accuracy and
Instantaneous Cash Flow, as well as providing the ability to STUFF

and MAIL Your Monthly Ciub's Newslelters and two additional
advertising leaflets.

Racquetball Charge System/PCB* Total Electronic Administra-

tive Management System/ PCB™ also provides Free In-Club Train-
ing By Our Pro.

It Takes No Time At All To Operate Racquetball Charge System
PCB* Total Electronic Administrative Management System
PCB* You certainly cannot beal that!

No cancellation fee on Racquetball Charge System/PCB* Total
Electronic Administrative Management System/PCB* Dala Pro-
cessing Service Agreement,

WE DON'T SELL RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEM/PCB® TOTAL ELECTRONIC
ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM/PCB™. . . OUR CLIENTS DO!
Smooth and immediate transition from your present system, no matter what system you presently use, or you can start now before your club is

construcied. RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEM/PCB* Total Electronic Administrative Management System/PCB* serves clubs throughou!
our entire nation and infernationally as well. Optional Percentage-Free Collection Services are also available with all Louis Zahn Data Service

Corp. systems.
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Free registered and trademarked samples of statements, print-outs, transaction forms, payment cards
Free quolation. No oblgation Backed by 9 million dollars of computer powes and our pros orunit

WRITE OR CALL COLLECT NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION OR A DETAILED PROPOSAL. 312-681-3061
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SYSTEMS/PCB*”®
another service offered by the TERINISYS TER/PCB” specialists

i LI n o\
ﬁ%r&\::yto bill your A

club members charges and 1

PERMANENT Court Time 1

]
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Your method of billing your members’ regular charges may ments, help 10 conven charges inlo working cash fast

be the leas! professional thing you do. espcmE lly with our guaranteed 72-hour turnaround service
tghtening compettion for racquetball members, it's just asy-1o-read, color-coded analysis tells you instantly

MY{‘",W 10 make swe oy:x.’re not turning ‘n:‘oc y'ou{ who owes whal, and lor how In addition, we include 1he
members off al biling time with an eror-prone manual or date your member last used your club's services and the date
inadequale computerized biling program. What's more, you payment was made, as well as member's year-1o-date iotal
owe it 10 yoursell 10 maximize your receivable controls for faster charges
return on that big dollar investment your faciity represents. Precise sales an:asrs (Including cash) sorts cown all sales,

RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS/pCa" is the com- categorically, Free PR, sales, and optional dunning messages
puter biling system designed from markel research by the can be cusiom-ampantad on 10D of your facquelball members
racquet sports speciaiists, the Louis Zahn Data Service Corp., descriptive statements each month. RACQUETBALL
We are the exclusive developers of TENNISYSTEMWpCE®. CHARGE SYSTEMS aiso provides elecironic stuthng and
the system that totally solves clubs’ biling problems, while ma SAVICES wWith OpNCAl SCANNING 10 NSwre INSIantaneous
p'owm you with timely and concise information needed for cash flow, as woll as prowding the ability 10 stufl and mail your
your 's present and future growth monthly club’s newsletlers and two addibonal advertising

We have many satshed clients throughout the country, with loaflets.
100% renewals each season. RACQUETBALL CHARGE And you receive free in-ciub traning by our pro
SYSTEMS/pCB*® wilf cost wu less than your present pro- It takes only an hour a day to opecate RACOQUETBALL
gram, and we can prove it. We know 1 will give you the finest CHARGE SYSTEMS/pca* you beat that? No expen:
conlrols sive. complex installations of contusing, sensitive gadgels No

Receipts, optionally signed by your Racquetball Club Mem- mnimum service penod. No tnding contract. NO cancellation
bers are on'a mailed with our concse, informative, TO- L
TALLY o':sc E STATEMENTS, 10 eliminate bing re- Smooth and immediale transition from your present system
lated questions and problems. Customized imprinted payment or you can start now before your club is constructed. RAC-
cards, pre-addressad 10 your club, and maltching relurn en- QUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS/pcB® serves clubs
velopes enclosed with your racquetball club members’ state- throughout our entirg Nason

*PCB is Permanent Court-Time Billing.

NOTE: OUTPUT OF JOURNAL PAPER TAPE FROM IN-CLUB
CASH REGISTERS CAN BE USED AS INPUT TO THE ABOVE
SYSTEM. IF YOU SO DESIRE, WE CAN AID YOU IN POINT OF
SALE REGISTER SELECTION AND IMPLEMENTATION.

Free registered and tracemarked samples of statements, print-outs,
Iransaction forms, payment cards. Free quotation, No obligation. Backed by
9 million dollars of compuler power and our pros to run it,

WRITE OR CALL COLLECT NOW FOR
MORE INFORMATION OR A DETAILED
PROPOSAL. 312-681-3061

NOTE: RACQUETBALL CHARGE SYSTEMS/PCB" are exclusive registered and trademarked
data systems for RACQUETBALL by the

L Louis Zahn Data Service COXrp. 1530 GLOAGE STREET MELAOSE PARK, ILLINOIS 60160 j
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shoot it @ serve it © pass it @
belt it @ splash it @ whack it &
slap it @ dunk it . bounceit @

freeze it ‘spm it @ creamit @
chop it @ wet it @ dribble it .

lob it € hitit ® aceit @ loftit &
hang it clobber it ® bang it @
center it @ spike it @ killit @
smashitOhookit‘bootit‘
buylt Seamco

AMCO SPORTI GOOO OM 01 .o LA NGE GEORGIA 30240




Gl South, Greonspring Rocke! Oub

New Bata Poly Match Five.
Now you've got a shoe of your own.

Soft, fully ind Official Shoe of the
padded inner US. Roquetball Association.
lining ond !

Cumicnacl N _ Unbreakable nylon laces.

Lightweight
Polyair® sole
takes a load

Maokers of the lighlest toughes! sport shoeas
Bata Shoe Co . Belcamp. Md 21017
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This issue's 160 pages plus cover reaches &
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FROM BOB KENDLER

[3[( YOu

National Championships have only
one objective . . . 10 identify superior
skill and titie it Unfortunately, winning a
title, instead of exalting, sometimes
debases those who exhibit less than
championship qualities. We have only
one or two thoughtless pros left whose
conduct, undoubtedly, will one day
equal their skill.

We have just completed the biggest
racquetball championship ever held. |
hope the winners know that it is not
titles that reflect honor on the men, but
men on their titles! And this brings me
to the Nationals at San Diego.

They were great! Superb! Unmatched!

On the way to the finals, there were
people who did not deserve to win, and
didn't. They were the players who
challenged every call, defied every
ruling, and generally made the
referee’s work a nightmare. | think the
referees did an excellent job, and my
thanks go out to Chuck Leve, Terry
Fancher, and every one of their
referees and linesmen. | salute and
thank every one of you. This
tournament would be nothing without
the unsung players and raferees who,
more than some so-called stars,
deserve the title of Good Sportsmen,

Elsewhere in this issue we have made
mention of the many co-workers who
made this enormous task a success.

4 JULY

VY H™ S,
.N/\

il

And success it was! There has never
been a betler managed, more popular,
or more exciting racquetball
championship staged, and it shouid
come as no surprise that prime credit
goes to the Atlas Organization.
Unbeknown to any of you, there were
numerous critical situations, none of
which eluded the capable handling of
their prolessional staff. Their
hospitality was sumptuous, their
facilities fabulous, and their publicity
unequalled in all of court club history.

You can all look forward to cassettes, in
living color, with slow motion, at very
popular prices. All the exciting
moments of this thrill-filled week have
been captured on film. This is another
reason why my vole is cast for Atlas
who wins the title as the greatest host in
our 10 year history.

We just have 1o give the Sweethean
title to Charlie Brumfield. There is no
doubt all the girls love him, the men
admire him, and the pros envy him.

Wait till network television hears his

melodious voice. Howard Cosell will
ea!l his heart out!

/
(1

| hope you are one of those who came

home with the best title . . . the
satisfaction of having helpcd us make
this a memorable event. For myself, I'm
like the fellow who said, "I'm not what
I'm gonna be. But I'm not what | used
to be!”

And it's going to be a lot better. When
you watch your thoughts, they become
words; when you watch your words,
they become actions; when you watch
your actions, they become habits;
when you watch your habits, they
become characteristics. So watch your
characteristics, for they become your
destiny! Live with men as if God saw
you; converse with God as if men heard
you, Then your real title

will be won! e
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FROM THE EDITOR

CHUCK LEVE

An Era Ends

He was in trouble and everybody knew
it. His lithe opponent took a forehand
off the back wall and as the man moved
in to cover the kill, his opponent drove
the ball cross count, perfectly
camouflaged.

The man with glasses screeched to a
hait, changed direction, and raced to
the deep left comer after the spinning
sphere. He got there, but too late. His
black carbon racquet could not help his
outstretched arm as he desperately
“wristed" the ball back into the back
wall.

The Seamco 559 fell 10 feet short of
the front wall and the match was over.
Charlie Brumfield would not repeat in
his quest for National Titie number five.
He had lost to Jerry Hilecher, 11-9 in
the tie-breaker, in the quarter-finals.

Half of the gallery was cheering wildly.
The other half was initially in stunned
silence, and gradually began applause
of respect, which grew to a thunderous
ovation for excelient play, effort, and |
believe past performances.

A guttural "Aliright!” came from
Hilecher’s throat, he did a little dance
and there was Brumfield. The men
shook hands and walked off the coun.

There were no tears, no lirades, no
obscenities, neither before, during or
after the match. The Charlie Brumfield
era was officially over.

The former champ did not win a single
tour stop this past season. He won
barely $6,000 in prize money, while
tour leader Marty Hogan captured
$22,000 and runner-up Davey
Bledsoe, who was 1o take the National
title a few days later eamed over
$10,000.

Those who couldn't understand why
Brumfield had not been “on” all year
still looked puzzied. They shouldn’t
have been, however. Certainly

6 JuLy

Brumfield wasn’t. He knew long ago
that his time had come and the
transition from number one to number
three was made in a manner befitting
any national champion. It was made
with class.

Brumfield has always been one of the
most, if not the most intelligent
racquetball performers. His analytical
mind and ability to think himself out of
any situation was a large contributing
factor to his success.

His was the first mind to figure out that
he couldn’t win consistently and would
have difficulty winning at all. He, before
almost any others, realized that the
game had changed.

The era of control racquetball left with
Brumfield. The two are and were
synonymous. The game now is power
and kill. The younger, stronger players
show this, - Hogan, Beldsoe, Wagner,
McCoy, Hilecher, - serve and shoot.

Control racquetballers still can show
well, with Brumfield, Strandemo and
Keeley all reaching, then losing, in the
quarter-finals. On a fluke they might
make the semi's. On a rarity, the finals.
On a prayer, the title.

This is no knock of these fine
competitors. They possess and
perform the skills once considered
mighty, just as well as they did a few
years ago. But the game has changed.
The power hitters hit the ball so hard
that they have wrecked the balance
between power and control, where
idealistically, two premier players of
each style would have a tremendous
battle. Today the power players
destroy the controllers.

Control, that beautiful, flowing
movement of finesse and percentages,
playing by the book, maneuvering your
opponent until you get that good

offensive opportunity, - it is no longer
effective.

Witness new national champion
Bledsoe: "For me to wait for a high
percentage shot is stupid,” he said
after the Nationals. "'/ win off low
percentage shots.”

It's called making the first offensive
opportunity, instead of waiting for it. It
calls for booming serves that cripple
the receiver. It means shoot anything,
and hit it hard.

Brumfield didn't have a chance. His
physique and stroke have been
groomed for 12 years in control. To
totally change his game at age 29
would be asking too much of anyone,
even Brumfield.

So Charlie accepted the inevitable. He
continued to play, and play his hardest.
But a new mental attitude emerged,
one of court sanity. Brum went out, did
his best, and let the chips fall.

He left the antics, the rages, the
intimidation, the shenanigans, the
bush leagues behind. In losing
Brumfield became a true professional.
He may be the only one in the game.

His era is over, but his career is just
beginning. Brumfield will make his nex
mark within racquetball, in law,
coaching or television.

He is legend. | had the privilege of
witnessing the last seven years of that
legend. He has done more for
racquetball than any other player in the
game'’s history. Charlie Brumfield put
us on the sports map. He caiculated the
need for an outspoken, controversial,
haughty, and ego dominated champion
and he made himself one.

Now as his reign ends Brumfield’s truo
personality has come out. More than
ever, he is a champion. @




PLAY RACQUETBALL
FOR THE HEALTH OF IT

U.S. RACQUETBALL ASSN., 4101 DEMSTER ST., SKOKIE, ILL. 60076

Now Available

The bumper stickers you’ve been waiting for!!!
$1 each; 3 for $2.50
Or 1 free with each two new U.S.R.A. members you sign up.

Send check or money order to:
U.S.R.A., 4101 Dempster St., Skokie, IL 60076

Please fill in the appropriate spaces...

Sirs: Enclosed is$.___________ to cover the cost
of _______ bumper stickers. Please send me [ ] For the health and [ ] Racquetballing.

| have enclosed the check and names Here are the new members:

and addresses of two new members to Name.

U.S.R.A. Please send me free one of the

bumper stickers marked above. Address —
City - SR S e D

Name Name________

Address - = — Address e

City State __2ip City — State Zip

I’D RATHER BE@
RAGQUETBALLING

U.S. RACOUETBALL ASSN., 4101 DEMSTER ST., SKOKIE, ILL. 60076
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JOE ARDITO

Goodbye 76-77

The 1976-77 season is over. Canitbe
that 12 pro tour stops, eight regionals,
92 state tournaments and countless
sanctioned events have come and
gone? It seems like yosterday we were
right where we are today, already
planning the next season.

This time it will be the 1977-78 year.
What it holds for racquetball is
greatness. It is our job to make sure
that we attain that greatness.

Before moving on, | feel a few
reflections on the year just completed
are in order. Much was accomplished
for our sport and many people deserve
much of the praise.

Another breath cannot go by without
thanking the Seamco Sporting Goods
Company, from president Al Mackie
and national sales manager Bob Coate
down to every factory worker who has
labored to continue the fine 558 and
559 racquetballs. It has been the
generous support of Seamco, through
royalties and sponsorship monies, that
has provided the funds necessary 10
build this sport. Our hat is off to these
fine people.

Leach Industries, the pro tour,
co-sponsor, and provider of so.many
top players, has been another firm,
whose input has been invaluable this
season. What Leach has done has
aided thousands of players throughout
the nation.

It's awkward to look back and try and
determine what the high points of a 10
month period were, butif | was asked to
recall the single most important
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achievement of the 1978-77 season it
could be summed up in one word:
involvement,

The U.S.R.A. and N.R.C. were able to
involve thousands, perhaps millions of
players in racquetball, Not only through
our 46 affiliated state associations, but
through other tournaments, and
recently a national television spot.

Involving people in racquetball is so
important, because racquetball can
become so important to each
individual. As we promote health
through our sport, we promote well
being for all people. It is a task that no
one has asked that we do, but one that
we feel is our duty to perform.

Thatis why we will continue to promote
racquetball for everyone. The
professionals will be stimulated further;
the state associations will be enlarged
and made more efficient, With further
funding; the amateur sector, especially
the women, seniors, masters and
golden masters will receive greater
promotion and programs; the juniors
program will be expanded; and our
efforts for national televison coverage
will continue.

w i g

And those items should only be the
beginning as we prepare racquetball
for the season that will surely introduce
our great spcrt to the nation, - and the
world.

I'd like to add a few thank you's 1o Bob
Kendler, the president of our
Associations, and the driving force
behind our efforts. I've never seen a
more tireless, harder worker on behal
of racquetball and it is truly my honor 10
work with him.

To Chuck Leve and Terry Fancher, our
two organizational phenoms, thanks
for taking the pressure off me with the
states, the tours, and the magazine. Ir
this way | was able to bear down on the
public relations and business ends ol
our work.

And lastly, a thank you to all you
wonderful readers and players. We
certainly couldn’'t do any of the above
without you. It's been a terrific year,
and its going to get better. @

<



Pro¢ Racquetball Cloves

R-70 PRO —Already acclaimed nation wide as the finest glove for racquetball. Made from
Saranac’s own native deerskin — hand selected for its natural lightness and tackiness. Our supertite
elastic and magic Velcro closure on the back gives this glove that added touch of class to make
it the “choice of the Pros” Easily identified by Saranac’s new Pro emblem. Colors: Bone deerskin

with Red, Columbia Blue, Gold, Green, Orange, or White backs. Available in Left or Right hand.
Sizes: Men's XS =~S-M-ML~L-=XL

SARANAC GLOVE CO. BOX 786
GREEN BAY WISCONSIN 54305




HEALTH

CLIFFORD J. WOLF, D.P.M., M.S.

A Personal Foot
Health Care Program

Pre-Game Prevention

No part of the human body is as
neglected as the foot. As our ultimate
weight bearing surface, it bears the
brunt of all physical abuse heapedon it
from above and thrust into it from
below, In racquetball, as in other highly
mobile and physical weight-bearing
sports, poor foot health is a serious
problem, magnified by its crippling
effects on total performance. The
slightest sprain, muscle pain, blister or
infected ingrown toenail often
incapacitates and can eliminate the
athlete from competition just as
effectively and painfully as
ligamentous rupture or fracture.

Unfortunately, many people are
unaware of the existence of preventive
foot health, in spite of the fact that 160
million Americans suffer from some
sort of foot disorder. Racquetball is a
strenuous sport, so certain amounts of
residual foot and leg discomfort for the
average player, playing once or twice a
week is within normal limits and should
be expected. However, if debilitating
pain, for whatever reason, persists
beyond one’s physiologic limits, forcing
a player to walk uncomfortably,
distracting him on his job, or hampering
everyday activities, then racquetball for
recreation and physical fitness
becomes detrimental.

In this and future articles emphasis will
be placed on the etiology and
prevention of troublesome foot and leg
conditions in order to recognize them
before they accur. With common sense
care, we can avoid things like improper
shoe selection, unnecessary skin
irritation and infection or inadequate
warm-up and thus insure our longevity
on the court while making racquetball
more enjoyable and less painful. Some
of the home medical treatments will be
stressed as well as complications and
related problems thal could arise but
would require a Podiatrist's attention.
These conditions should never be
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treated by the player himself unless
under the physician’s direction.

Itis required that all players implement
a personal health care program even
before entering the court. This should
consist of: 1) correct shoe selection,
materials and fit; 2) proper foot
hyglene; and 3) active foot and leg
exercise in the pre-game warm-up.

Correct Shoe Selection,
Materials and Fit

The racquetball shoe becomes a
danger to all who failto insist on proper
support, fit, and construction. These
assurances will be had by considering
the following suggestions:

1. First, you will always be wise o
select shoes in the late afternoon or
early evening since the foot probably
swells with weight bearing throughout
the day. Try on shoes with one or two
layers of socks, whichever you wear
when playing.

2. Insist that the salesman take foot
measurements while you are standing
up, to allow for natural splaying with
weight bearing. Both width and length
should be measured for ballpark
figures.

3. Once the shoes are on, make sure
the widest portion of the shoe
corresponds with the widest portion of
the foot — or the distance between the
first and fifth toe joints, Pay particular
attention to the fit at the heel which
should feel snug yet not constricting. A
cushioned backing to prevent abrupt
irritation and blistering of the Achilles
tendon is recommended.

4. Avoid very tight fitting counters (the
hardened areas at the inside and
outside of the heel) which can
precipitate Achilles tendonitis and
bursitis or excessive medial shoe
pressure. Counters that are too loose
may lead to blistering as the shoe rises
and falls, and will fail to provide proper
heel support. This will cause a shoe to

break down faster while the foot, still
exerting pressures from various
directions, is thrown out of balance, not
necessarily damaging ligaments or
muscles but causing excess strain,
fatigue and unnecessary pain,

5. Comfortis the mostimportant factor
and proper fit will insure it. Give
yourself time to get the feel of the shoes
by walking and moving around in them,
Good shoes will not "give” that much,
Orthopedic arches built into some
shoes must correspond to the
longitudinal arch of the foot but can be
adjusted. Players with "flat feet” or
balance inlays should remove arches
to avoid future discomfort and irritation.
Conversely, arches can be built up for
extra supponr, if necessary.

6. Alwayschoose a shoe thatis roomy
in the toe area so that the toes, within
the sock, can naturally flex, extend and
spread on the inner sole. f pinched
from the sides or the top, they will be
subjected to pressure and friction that
will eventually damage the skin and
open the way o blister formation,
corns, calluses or impingement on
toenails. Note that excess pressure
and friction will invariably develop heat
and consequently increase
perspiration, setting up conditions
advantageous for bacterial and/or
fungal infection, and cause burning
and swelling.

7. Choose a shoe with a hard toe box
providing adequate clearance and
protection of the toes. Stepping on
other player's feet or jamming against
the walls accounts for many painful
injuries that can be avoided.

8. Insist on a sole that is semi-stiff 1o
rigid and be sure it has tred. These
soles seem o provide excellent shock
absorption, greater floor-sole contact
and less innersole-foot friction.

9. Be sure the upper is constructed of
leather, rather than cloth or a synthetic
combination. Leather bends easily and
will conform to the contours of one’s



foot. It is both tough and porous so it
can protect the foot, keep it stable
within the shoe and at the same time
allow it to "breathe.” In this way air can
circulate within the shoe and this will
facilitate keeping the foot cool and dry.
Both synthetics and cloth fail to do this
and their characteristic tightness may
even hamper circulation — a
consideration for the players with
varicose veins and other circulatory
problems,

Proper Foot Hygiene

The rules of proper foot hygiene in the
health care program seems
fundamental but must be included.
Keeping our feet clean, cool and dry,
especially when playing, are most
important factors. Anytime excess heat
and perspiration accumulate within the
sock or fail to be washed off, odor
develops (Bromidrosis), skin alkalinity
increases and inter-digital maceration
may result — creating an atmosphere
even more conducive to fungus
infection or fetid bacteria. We can all
play more comfortably by following
these guidelines:

1. Use 100% cotton socks when
playing. This material absorbs sweat
50 it can bes! provide ventilation,
keeping the feet cooler, while it claims
the lowest Incidence of skin reaction.
Do not use cotton-synthetic-wool
combinations which generate heat and
often cause contact dermititis when
toxic chemicals are released to interact
with skin.

2. Change socks frequently according
to how much your feet perspire,
Moisture is epecially conducive to skin
friction, infection and foot odor.
Therefore, itis good practice to change
socks between maiches in order to
prevent complications. it must be noted
that certain conditions cause feet to
perspire more. Excess swealing is
commonly associated with obesity,
nervous system disorders,

disease, and contact dermititis, If
recurrent and uncontrolled foot
perspiration and odor axist, see a
Podiatrist or Dermatologist to ascertain
its etiology.

3, Allow shoes to adequately dry out
after play. Make a note to remove them
from the racquetball bag to do this,
Playing in damp shoes the following
day, may permanently stretch and
distort the leather upper, subject it to
mold and mikiew and accentuate the
hyperthyroidism, peripheral vascular
Bromidrosis. Sprinkfing foot powder
into shoes will absorb moisture and
aids in this respect.

4. To decrease the incidence of
communicable skin disease such as
Athiete's Foot (Tinea Pedis) in the
locker-room wear rubber thongs at all
times—including the shower and
sauna. (Paper sandals should be
provided by each clerk as a healthy
safeguard.) Pay special attention to the
mechanical scrubbing and soaping of
the feet when showering, as a first
defense against spread of
micro-organisms around the
locker-room facility. Examine your
toenails for embedded dirt and first
signs of infection. Be sure they are
clipped straight across but not too
short.

5. Do not wear your thongs into the
whirlpool; you may contaminate the
water, Players who run barefoot into
the whirlpool right after a brief water
rinse off, become vehicles for
dissemination of micro-organisms.

6. Be careful using towels. The drying
of feet and intertriginous areas and
then standing on these same lowels
may contaminate the floor but more
importantly other body areas. Dispose
of towels in hampers which must be
maintained frequently.

7. Over the counter antifungal and
antibacterial powders and sprays are
good for use after feet are dned,

prophylactically, However, If
troublesome symptoms develop such
as interdigital itching, maceration
(softening of the flesh due to continued
perspiration), redness and tiny blisters,
consult your Podiatrist. He must make
a differential diagnosis before
freatment is started. Home remedies at
this stage, should not be attempted.

Active Foot and Leg Exercise
in the Pre-Game Warm-Up

It is not surprising that lack of the
pre-game warm-up exercises in a
player's personal health care system,
too often results in painful and
debilitating injuries. The warm-up no!
only prepares the body for the
forthcoming increased activity but is
also a good way to pinpoint areas of
residual foot and leg soreness and
stiffness. In this way, special attention
may be paid to these areas during
warm-up exercise,

One theory supporting warm-up
exercise is obvious. The optimum
temperature for the speed of chemical
reactions and metabolism in muscle
has been demonstrated to be
102-103°F. Since a muscle’s
temperature rises during work, it is the
warm-up exercise that enables our
muscles to approach their optimum
temperature. (Pre-game sauna also
aids in this respect belore playing.)
Further evidence suggests that
muscular speed, strength, and
elficiency is enhanced in this
temperature range, as well,

Certainly the most neglected exercises
in the pre-game warm-up are those
related 10 the muscles of the lower legs
and feal. Execution of these exercises,
shown in Fig, 1, are mandalory before
play and should be performed
barefool, before shoes and socks are
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ExErcISES ror FEET AND LEGS

2

WG LT

o Tamu N

BCYQE

PROPIR WALK

FECT PARACLEL

HELL-TO-POES

Exercises #1 to #6

Move ankles, feet and toes SLOWLY threugh these exercisem

Exercisen #7 and #5

Raise one log st o tisne, Jowering alowly. Then raise both legs together and lower alowly,

Exercine #5

Raise Jegs up 2° from floor or bed and slowly cross and uncross them

Exercise #10

With 10 pound weight across foot, elovate alternately the right leg. then the left leg, to 90",

Exercise #12

When walking, keep feet parallel and finish step on the toes (not on ball of foot),
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put on. The movement of no other part
of the body is s0 hampered by clothing
as the foot is by the shoe, so exercise
with shoes on will limit full use of
muscles and joint ranges of motion —
and both must be available during
increased activity. It is obvious that the
warm-up necessary to produce
adequate muscie tone and flexibility for
a certain individual will depend on the
conditioning status of that individual
but any player is inviting serious injury
(e.g., strain, sprain, muscle or ligament
rupture, fracture) and certainly more
rapid fatigue if they play without
VigOrous pre-game warm-up exercise.
Part | in this series has emphasized a
personal health care system that
should be incorporated into every
player's pre-game plans. Total
performance will surely improve if
incapacitating and painful foot and leg
problems can be recognized and thus
prevented. Future articles will deal with
some of the more serious conditions
that develop as a result of player
negligence, where these minor pains
and symptoms culminate into more
serious, debilitating and aggravating
injuries. @



PAYMENT FOR ARTICLES

Paymen

Do you know a better way 1o teach a
particular phase of racquetball? Have
you experienced something first hand
within our sport that you would want to
shara with the entire nation? Taken
any good pictures of racquetball
lately? Have any health tips that could
help somebody's game?

It you posses or are capable of writing
any of the above, National
Racquetball will be happy to accept
contributions from our readers.
Payment will be made, on publication
at the following rates:

$50 for pictures, cartoons or
drawings. The material may be
dramatic, humorous, or singularly
interesting. It must be onginal and
unpublished. Regular tournament
photos, unless conlaning an

$200 for Instructional Articles
Contributions must be specific, well
documented with drawings or
pholographs, on a particular phase of
our sport and how 10 improve it
Potential contributors should read any

of Ken Wong's instructional series
(November, 1975, January, March,
1976) as a good example. Minimum
length: 2,000 words.

$200 for First Person Articles.
Contributions must be actual, true.
onginal unpublished story about
something that happened 10 you or
you witnessed within racquetball. It
can be humorous, dramatic or just
plain interesting. Potential contributors
should read David Northcutt's A Game
With Charlie Brumfield (May. 1976) as
a good example. Minimum length:
1.000 words.

$200 for Health Articles. Contributions
mus! be factual, documented and
related to how to improve or maintain
your health in or with racquetball
Articles dealing with diet, conditioning,
salety, cardio-vascular improvement,
or psychological areas are particularly
desirable. Dr. P.E. Allsen’s
Racquetball Increases
Cardiovascular Fitness (March, 1976)
is a good example. Minimum length:
750 words

unusually high degree of onginality will
no! be considered. All photos must be
black-and-white glossy, and any

cartoons or drawings must be camera

ready

The contributor’'s name and address
and the date the contribution is sent
should be on all tems. Compositions
must be type-written, double spaced,
and are subjec! to revision, alteration,
correction or rejection by the editor
CONTRIBUTIONS CANNOT BE
ACKNOWLEDGED OR RETURNED

Please address contnbutions 1o The
Editor National Racquetball, 4101
Dempster Street, Skokie, Ilinois
60076 ©

 address E

.Eﬁy

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE

Planning a move?

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
attach label here

If you're moving, please let us know
five weeks before changing your
address. Place magazine address
label here, print your new address
below. If you have a question about
your subscription, place your maga-
zine address label here and clip this
form to your letter,

name

~siate Zip code
Please include a NA-
TIONAL RACQUETBALL
label to Insure prompt sar-
vice whenever you write
about your subscription.

MAIL TO: N.R.C., 4101
Dempster Street, SKokie,
Illinois 80076.

TO SUBSCRIBE mail this
form with your payment.
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LETTERS
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Dear Bob:

Thank you! | very much appreciate
your generosity and willingness to
support our Chicago Heart Association
Tournament. | assure you that all of
your requests will be honored and |
personally will look forward to joining
you so that we can share the Gapers
food and fun.

Your continued efforts and support of
the court sports is most appreciated.

John S. Wineman, Jr.
Northfield, IL

Dear Mr. Kendler:

On page 57 of your May 1977 issue,
you made an offer thatif we belongtoa
club where there is a woman pro or
manager, youwould send us a free can
of balls. | submit the name of Linda
Browning as the manager of Courtside
Racquetball Club in Springlield, lllinois.
Linda has only been the manager for a
few months, but in that short period of
time is doing an excelient job.

As long as | have taken the time to
write, | would like to tell you of the great
help your magazine has been to my
racquetball game. | have recently
progressed from the C class to the B
class, and | feel that partof my |
improvement has been due 1o your
excellent articles on instruction in
National Racquetball. Before taking up
racquetball two years ago, | was a
4-day a week golfer, and since then |
have not touched my golf clubs, which,
by the way, makes my wife very happy
because now she can expect me home
all day Saturday and all day Sunday.
| would like to commend you and your
staff for your excellent contribution to a
game which more people should play
for purposes of personal enjoyment
and physical fitness.

Please keep up the good work.

Paul F. Deutsch
Springfield, 1.

Dear Mr. Leve:

What a disservice your publication has
made regarding women racquetball
players on the cover of Volume 5,
Number 2, March 1977 National
Racquetball. Why must you feature an
unnaltural and unbecoming pose of
women athietes? Especially when
there is a better photo ¢of the same
players within the publication. Action
and game-like photographs are
interesting, but please be more
selective for a cover photo. Do not
mistake my concern. | am happy to see
women getting some publicity, but | feel
that discretion should be used. The
current cover is the very type of
photograph which encourages
caricature, criticism and distortion.

Myreen Loveless
Lincoin, NE

Dear Mrs. Brusslan:

Beside me is my fresh out of the
mailbox, one-hour old National
Racquetball magazine for May. | have
just finished browsing through the new
women's section and am writing a letler
to you in frustration.

I am a 25-year-old, second grade
teacher, and live on the Eastern part of
Long Island, New York. You might think
it is very populated out here, but the
biggest store for miles is a Wooico.
There Is much undeveloped land, sod
farms, and potato farms, | am originally
from Long Island, but closer in towards
New York City.

| went to college in Buffalo, New York
and in the fall of 1870 two boys who
were in a swimming class taught me
how to play what everyone up there
called paddieball. (It was actually
racquetball). Well, it was love at first
sight. | lived in those courts for four
years. My freshman year | came in third
in the womens' singles championships.
In the next three years | came in first in
both singles, and doubles (with the
help of a good friend | often played
with). Every Friday afternoon | would
play from noon to six or seven o'clock
at night, not to mention the times during
the week. 95% of the time | played with
men, often the male gym teachers,
some who are up to this day very good
friends of mine.

After graduation in May, 1974, | never
got 10 play because there were no
courts available to me. | got extremely
frustrated. There were a couple of
colleges that had courts but 1.D.'s were
needed. | was lucky enough to get an
excellent teaching job last year and
also nearby is Stony Brook University
where | am taking graduate courses
part time. So, since this past January |
have been playing again.

| really want more than “just” playing.
When | read about the small number of
women who were playing even last
year, it makes me feel like an old pro or
something. Four years ago | tried 1o
buy a new racquet on Long Island and
when | told all the salesmen what |
wanted, they looked at me as though |
had four heads. Today there are
racquets available.

| am curious as to what my playing

ability really is. I'm sure that any pro or
any state champ would probably cream
me but | want a chance to see. | would



love to be in some kind of amateur
tournament but rarely see where one is
being held in my area,

When | see all the piclures of women
playing in your magazine | cringe with
envy because | want 1o be competing
very badly.

| could go on and on. Long Island, with
its large population and money is ripe
for the growth of racquetball,

If there is any way you can offer a
suggestion to me or send me any kind
of helpful information, please do so.
Thank you for listening. Good luck in
your job.

Lynn Doerner
Rocky Pt., NY

Editor's Note: Two people who know
about local tournaments in New York
are Tom Flannery, chairman of the
Eastern New York Racquetball
Association; 3 Alpine Drive,
Wappingers Falis, N.Y. 12590 and Jim
Winterton, chairman of the Upstate
New York Racquetball Association;
211 Brooks Ave., Rochester, NY
14619. And perhaps there will be some
tournaments at Long Island’s first
racquetball club, Health 'N Sports Club
and Spa in Westbury.

Dear Sirs:

Having retured from a wonderful
tournament in Lombard, llinois |
wanted to thank so many people | felt a
letter to you was the best way to do so.

First, let me say this was a beautiful
tournament, well run in every way. The
hospitality extended was lovely, plenty
of good food, fresh fruit, even Dannon
yogurt was offered to everyone
desiring it, including guests.

The management charged admission,
which was certainly worth it. The
matches were thrilling, breathtaking,
exciting, unbelievable and any other
adjective you use to describe the type
of play exhibited by the pros and
amateurs at this magnificent
racquetball club (The Glass Count).

The thrilling matches started
immediately. It seemed each game
was more exciting than the last one;
which seemed hard to believe at the
time. My hands were blood _red and my
voice had laryngitis, but | enjoyed every
bit of what | had seen.

R B e

Racquetball!l What a sport! | love it. In
my opinion there is no sport more
exciting. Please extend my thanks to
the management of The Glass Court,
Dan Bertolucci, and his able
assistants.

The great refereeing job done by Terry
Fancher, who came to Chuck Leve's
rescue after he developed laryngitis,
was superb. Governor Thompson of
Ilinois added an additional thrill just by
his presence.

Thank you all for a wonderful
tournament.

Ann Hilecher
St. Louis

Dear Bob:

My sincere congratulations to you, Joe
Ardito, Chuck Leve, and Terry Fancher
for an outstanding year of racquetball.

The racquetball profession truly owes
all of its success to you and all the fine
people thatwork forthe N.R.C. and the
US.RA.

If we can ever be of any help to you
please let me know.

Again, congratulations on a fantastic
and very exciting year.

Dan Isaacson
Newport Beach, Cal.

Dear Editor,

| have just picked up your edition of
National Racquetball, Volume 5,
Number 3, May 1977, and | think it's
fantastic!

I have only been playing racquetball for
about a year and think that it is the
greatest thing since the invention of the
light bulb.

I'm writing this note only to inform you
that there are places 1o play racquetball
East of the Mississippi and even East
of the Appalachian Mountains.

| think the East Coast should have a
little advertisement about playing
facilities. | have been playing at the
Bogota Racquet Club in Bogota, New
Jersey. At prasent it only has one court,
but is planning to have three more
courts by September 1977. It is an
excellent club and it's facilities inciude
seven tennis courts, two squash
courts, one handball/racquetball court,

lounge, steam room, whirlpool, sauna,
exercise room and great atmoshpere.

Racquetballis such a greatgame to get
a good workout, most of my friends
now prefer it to tennis.

Frank DeBari
New Milford, NJ

Dear Bob:

First, lwantto thank you for agreeing to
serve on the Governor's Council on
Health and Fitness. A distinguished
group of people have agreed o be
appointed as members and | am sure
we can do a great deal 1o improve the
health and fitness of lllinois residents.

One bit of information that you may
have missed is that a bill is pending in
the legislature that would provide
$35,000 to the Governor's Council. If
adopted it will enable us 1o hire an
execulive director and provide a
modest budget to support the activities
of the Council. | am hopeful that the bill
will be passed. If you have suggestions
ol a qualified person who might be
considered for the position of executive
director, please forward their
curriculum vitae to me.

This session of the General Assembily
ends June 30. | shoulkd have more time
to devote to the Council's activities
after that date. Will you please send me
any events that are coming up that you
think the Council should sponsor. | will
try to attend as many events as my
schedule will permit. | will call on
members of the Council to represent
me when necessary. | will appreciate
whatever amount of time you can
contribute to such a program.

| have asked Dr. Paul Q, Peterson,
Director, lllinois Department of Public
Health, Room 450, 535 West Jefferson
Street, Springfield, lllinois 62706, to
help me with Council matters until we
obtain the services of an execulive
director, All questions or suggestions
should be addressed to him.

Thanks again for your willingness to
serve on the Council, I'm excited about
it as | know you are and as | hope the
people of lllinois will become.

James R. Thompson
Governor
Springheid, IL
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the racquetball surface
solution _=

The Dynaturf Company,
long recognized as the
leader in tennis court surfacing
IS proud to announce a major

'Y The . For years, racquetball club owners have
W" had to endure the problems of wood

” ¢ floors. Warping, rotting, sanding and

Company  refinishing are just a few of the major

problems that can make a club
owner's overhead skyrocket.

Maintenance free Dynaturf is g Sed mlesg
synthetic elastomer sprayed in plac  2nd
covered with a smooth urethane se@ ST
With twice the durability of wood, .
Dynaturf for racquetball is availabl® 017
full range of colors and color

combinations.

Dynaturf for racquetball, For more information call us collect
the revolution begins now. or write us today.

i’

A7
The ZXeREY Company . gPx 7 O * Columbus, Ohio 43216 « Phone: 614-294-3776

breakthrough in racquetball surfacing.
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svold the avoidable lindey in the champonship m
It was the greatest upset in the history of the Nab

Hogan reaches for a forehand as Bledsoe strugglos fo
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It was like Rocky winning. F

The massive underdog against the
huge favorite. Bookmakers would have
taken this mis-match off the board.
Yankee fans would have hated i,

Davey Bledsoe won the National
Professional Championships.

Playing to the soid-out, frenzied and
screaming fans at the Atlas Heaith
Club on June 11, 1977 Bledsoe put on
a performance that will go down in
history as the guttiest, most daring, and
thrilling execution of racquetball skills
ever seen.

Marty Hogan was the loser 21-20,
21-19.

It's hard 1o describe what happened
because nobody thought it was
possible. Hogan, winner of each of the
last nine tournaments he entered, had
barely sweat going into the finals. He
was at the top of his brutally powerful
game.

So what happened?

Probably the easiest and most unfair
explanation would be that Hogan
choked. He had a 19-13 lead in the first
and lost. He had a 7-0 advantage in the
second and lost. His most potent
weapon, the ace serve, scored only
one point in the two games.

Bledsoe on the other hand, played the
finest match of his career. His game
plan was sound, although risky. His
mental altitude was excellent. He
never folded 1o Hogan pressure and
applied much of his own. It was Hogan
who folded.

“The big difference,” said Bledsoe, "Is
everybody said don't match power
with him. What was | supposed to do,
change my entire game in the finals of
the Nationals?

“I stayed with my game. | played
power with him. | kept the pressure
on."

That he did. When Hogan took a close

first game at 13-all and raded to that

19-13 lead, the fans, 90 per cent for

Bledsoe moaned as the vaunted

Hogan late-game attack had

apparently geared up. Bledsoe was in

trouble.

Instead, Davey got tougher. He

returned serve 10 the ceiling, but then

he took that first offensive opportunity,

shooting from deep court or driving the HOGan went ko the floor more than anyone had ever seen. Here Bledsoe neips hin up
ball cross court. aftor an in vain atternpd ot a diving ger
“I had to play smart for me,” said

Bledsoe. "I took the first shot I thought |

could make. | even forced it.”
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The emotions of the Nationals were cloarly evident as Hogan is hero consoled after his loss by
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Charke Drake, the chiof executive officer of Leach Industries, which sponsors
both Hogan and Bledsoe,

As Bledsoe drew his bead on Hogan,
Marty's game wilted. All of a sudden his
first serve wouldn't go in. He lost the zip
on his highly publicized 142 m.p.h.
drives. All agreed that Davey's power
was equal to Marty's on this day. It was
a classic example of one player giving
the other a taste of his own.

The crowd, as vicious as they were
rabid, continually screamed Bledsoe
on with encouragement for Davey and
sometimes belittiement of Marty.

“I didn't hear the crowd much," said
Bledsoe. “The only time it bothered me
was when they goton Marty. He's a fair
and honest champion and didn't
deserve the riding."”

After Davey's first game win, the crowd
settied down, or actually Hogan settled
them down, grabbing an immed:ate 7-0
lead in the second. It was time for
Bledsoe to fold. He didn't.

"I think he let up,” said Davey. “He
figured he had me where he wanted
me."”

But Bledsoe roared back to tie the
game at 7-all, and then he made
another run of his own taking a 13-8
lead and forcing Hogan 1o put
averything he had into the match.

But how could anybody get Hogan in
such a position?

“I tried to control the pace,” said
Bledsoe. “When he made an error, I'd
serve quick, When he made a good
shot I'd take my time. | tried to always
make him aware of my presence.”

Another factor that made Hogan aware
of Bledsoe's presence was Davey's
fine shooting. Never had his forehand
comer Kills been better, his retrieving
quicker, nor his serves harder.

Yet even when Bledsoe took a 20-15
second game lead, there were those

who thought Hogan would or could still
win, he had mesmerized onlookers to
that extent.

The belief was nearly realized when
Hogan crept back, picking up a point
here and a point there, holding Davey
and re-gaining the serve at 19-20.
Then the end came quickly.

Marty blew a forehand set up, missing
a right corner pinch for side out. Davey
immediately set to serve, a ,
three-quarter speed Z to Hogans



Hogan had it much easier in his semi-final win over Wagner. Hare Marty sets up off the back wall as Wagner wais for the inevitable.

backhand. The serve was not too deep,
and Hogan, as he has done hundreds
of times this year stepped up to shoot
the left corner. A 95 percenter.

But the muscles were tense. The
fluidity of the stroke gone. Hogan hit it
in the dirt, barely five feet from his body,
a massive skip which ended his
frustration, 21-19.

The ensuing scene was drama. Both
players released their tensions with
tears.

"I couldn’t believe it,” said Davey. "/
had to stop and think of what
happened. | figured I'd cry like a
baby."

In retrospect Hogan succumbed to the

immense pressure put on him by all
those, including himself, who expected
him to win. At age 19 it was almost too

much 1o ask of anybody. His nine tour
victories this season meant little to him
if he didn’t cap them with the National
title.

“I have a lot of sympathy for Marty,”
said Bledsoe. “I'm not the number one
player, still. He is. His record during
the season showed it. In my eyes
Hogan is still the besL"”

Quite a tribute from the man who just
took Nationals from him.

In the semi-finals Hogan met Richard
Wagner, who had stopped fourth seed
Craig McCoy in the quarters. It was
Hogan's brilliant play in this one that
never allowed the match to become
interesting, 21-12, 21-10.

To this point in the week Hogan had

been devastating. He was never in
trouble, although sent to three games

—

by amateur runner-up Stan Wright in

an early round. Against Wagner, it was
all Hogan.

“I couldn’t do anything against him,"

said Rich. "I never got into the match."”

Wagner, to his credit, attempted to play
his own game rather than fool around
with antics, trying to upset Hogan. But
Wagner's game wasn't good enough.
Hogan powered well, kept Rich back
and off balance and Rich was unable to
generate a serious offensive threat.

Hogan's big win here and the
comparative bottom bracket semi-final
showed the contrast that led up to the
finals.

It was Bledsoe and Hilecher for the
umpteenth time this season in the
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Bledsoe and Hiacher played their usual closa matchinthe lower bracket semi's
Hare Daveyis on 1he run 1o track down & Hilecher pass nght

lower semi, Hilecher had ended
Charlie Brumfield's dream of a third title
inarow inthe quarters and now set his
sites on the championship match,

A Bledsoe-Hilecher battle is always
that, as the two men have similar
games and styles, making for
interesting encounters. The victor is
usually the player serving best and this
time it was Bledsoe, although not by
much.

Scores of the match were 21-17,
15-21, 11-6,

“I knew it would be tight with Jerry,”
said Bledsoe. “We always play tight. |
felt | would win the match, in fact I was

never worried.”

Well, he sure had all of us fooled.

To Hilecher's credit, it had to be difficult
to mentally be at a peak after his
physically and emotionally draining
experience against Brumfield, one
which kept everybody in an advanced
state of frenzy for over two hours.

In fact, had the finals not been such a
shocker, this would have been the best
match of the tournament.

It was a classic confrontation.
Brumfield representing the old,
antiquated control style of racquetball,
Hilecher representing power and
shooting ability.

Added to that was the natural rivalry of
playing for different manufacturers
(Brumfield-Leach; Hilecher-Ektelon)
and of course, Brumfield's attempt to
defend his title against seemingly
impossible odds.

With both Leach and Ektelon based in
San Diego, the gallery was overflowing
with fans who definitely had their
favorite whichever player it might be,
The atmosphere was electric,

It all flowed Brumfield's way in game
one, a 21-10 win that looked
remarkably easy. Charlie used some
stalling tactics to keep Hilecher from
generating any momentum, and the
strategy worked. Jerry's complainis
were for naught, however, as all of
Brum's moves were well within the
rules,

In the second game, Hilecher ignored
Brumfield's slow down and the two hag
a tremendous battle. Brumfield's

inability to kill the ball consistently, leq



to good offensive opportunities for
Hilecher. Charlie was missing the front
right comer, leaving the ball up, and
Hilecher was covering the pinch and
re-killing or passing left,

Jerry built up a big lead and then held
on 21-19, forcing the tie-breaker.

Superb racquetball followed. the
tie-breaker found the players trading
points until Hilecher broke from the
5-alldeadlock to 6-5andthen 10-6ona
series of forehand kills and a
down-the-line pass on the right.

But Brumfield, the defending champ,
battled back from the brink of
extinction, gallantly holding Hilecher
four times at match point, while he
slowly added points, 7-10, 8-10, 9-10.

The momentum built to this awesome
zenith, At 9-10, the single best rally of
the entire tournament occured, with all
in agreement later that the winner of
this one rally would be the winner of the
match,

Both players were tired. Neither risked
the Kill and they each went o the floor
three or four times. Finally Hilecher
captured a front court set up and with
his forehand, killed the ball on a
reverse pinch, left wall, front wall to put
the side out,

That done, the 11th point was almost
anti-climactic. It came on a perfect
pass left by Hilecher, the little green
ball virtually dying in the back left
corner. Brumfield bolted toward it, but
was only able to barely attempt to jab it
into the back wall. It fell far short, 11-9
for Hilecher.

The other close quarter-final match
was Wagner's win over Craig McCoy,
still nursing his Newport Beach-injured
left arm. So with the scen! of atomic
balm in the court, this re-play of
Newport Beach's semi-finais began.

Wagner, whose biggest fault all year
was his inability ot get his first serve in,
finally did so in this match, They battied
close in the first game 3-5, 6-8, 8-all,
10-9 until Wagner hil a streak to grab a
15-10 lead. But McCoy came back, to
14-17 and then a break for Wagner
occurred.

McCoy found himself with a perfect

off-the-back-wall set up at front court
and he blasted a near-perfect kill with
his forehand down-the-fine. But the ball
hit him in the foot, forcing a side out.

Rich tallied three and again McCoy
came back, this time 1o 18-20 when he

Brumfield takes the direct course, despite Hilacher's body, umma»um
the right wall. Their quarter-final match was a classic.

Now ir's Wagner's turn to set up ol the back wall, which ho does as MeCoy poeks in
frovm contoe court an the Quarfers
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Strandemo was constantly on the run in his afforts (o radroad the Hogan exprass.
Heve Strandy does his best 1o retrieve a Hogan drive.
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Acrobanc Keeley doos a change-of-direction as
he atternpis Lo svoid 4 Bledsoe boomer in thew
quarier-hnal bartle

== —

skipped a backhand plum,. Wagner
ended the frustration with a forehand
right corner. kill.

Game two was virtually the same with
McCoy holding the slight advantage,
taking the offensive oppontunities and
this time it was Wagner's errors that led
to victory. A key Wagner mis-hit at 16,
an ace at 20 and another Wagner
forehand error gave the second game
to McCoy 21-18.

But Craig couldn’t mount the effort in
the tie-breaker. Richard assumed an

early 3-1 lead, built it to 7-3 and finally
10-4 on a series of kills and passes for
the 11-4 win.

The Hogan-Steve Strandemo
quarter-final match found Hogan at
probably his best during the week. He
seemed to score points at will against
Steve, who while giving his best shot,
could never mount a serious offensive
threat.

Hogan on the other hand, was serving
and shooting right out of the textbook
taking off from 5-all in the first game to
18-6 in four innings, despite Strandy
time outs at 13-6 and 17-6. It ended
21-7.

In game two Hogan started early, built
an 11-5 lead and as he coasted,
Strandemo rallied to close to within
10-11. But Marty, not to be stopped,
prompily scored twice, Steve made
one, and Marty ran out, tallying match
point on an ace (Z to the right) for
the match, 21-11,

Bledsoe and Keeley, like Brumfield and
Hilecher had a match pitting the old
(Keeley) versus the new in game
styles. Keeley had emerged by topping
a surprising Bill Thurman (32's victor
over Steve Serot) in the 16’s and his
reputation of always finding his way to
the semi's in the Nationals preceded
him.

But Bledsoe would have none of it,
taking the match easily 21-13,21-7ina
devastating show of power over
finesse.

The round of 16 had only two
outstanding matches, Strandemo’s
15.21, 21-20, 11-4 win over Jay Jones
and McCoy's 12-21, 21-19, 11-7
victory over John Lynch.



Strandemo and Jones normally play a Strandemo fips a reverse backhand toward the front wall as Jones waits
tough, methodical, percentage game, for the return in thed round of 16 encounter,
and they did so here, with Strandy Y
showing the tenaciousness in the
second game for which he is so well
known.

McCoy was in trouble against Lynch,
who was super hot in the first game,
rolling everything. Craig came back for
a big lead (18-6) in the second when
Lynch asked referee Chuck Leve how
many points McCoy had scored in the
first game.

The meaning was that Lynch would
attempt to score at least the 13
necessary o ensure the serve in the
tie-breaker, but probably wouldn't
make a run at the game,

instead he didn’t stop at 13 but actually
closed 10 18-19 before McCoy went
out, and in a good tie-breaker it was
11-7 for Craig.

The shocker of the round of 32 was
Thurman's incredible win over Serot
who ended his dismal season even
worse. Steve just couldn’t kill the ball
and a psyched up and renewed
Thurman retrieved with the acrobatic
lefty, finally taking the match 18-21,
21-20, 11-4,

&
&
Bill Thurman, a Surprise winner over Serot in the 32's goes galioping after a Keeley drive in thelr round of 16 match
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John Lynch makes the desperation dive info the back wallin his 1687s loss to McCoy.,
Nole McCoy stil has his ayas on the ball.
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Hiecher winds up for the forehand back wal shot in hie 168 victory over Bon Kolun,

Nationals Men's Pro
Resuns.

(Flrst Rownd): 8§ Wrght & Kasay 212, 210, Schencihe d
Sewercen 219 18-21, 114 Fancher . Gadnec 218 21438
Luak d Capiire® 1525, 2010, 112, Romans d. Deake 21.9,
2117, Kelly 3 Mondey 921, 2113 11410, Wwus ¢ Bolan 214
2021, 113, Aldorson @ Stom 17.21, 2930, 116 Kem &
Hermph B 2118, 2113 Firotwood d Durnoe 21-5 21 .8 Siaoed
0 Schenn 2144, 215 Bowman d Asatn 214, 2116, Borbarel 3.
Thomas 2133 1720, 113, Thuman @ Jawoessa 207 1.8
Hadhn & Mattus 2198, 2192, her & Sayws 2107, 1.7
Crase @ Hoonan 21410, 214, Bumay 0 P Weghe, lorfer
(Second Nound): Mogan d & Wrght 1821 247 112
Schrmedto 4 Fancher 13:-21, 2120, 114 Srandemo & Lusk
2903215 Jores A Romaso 210, 215 Wagner & Kely 2115
2002, Monow & Wikus 721, 2116, 1110 Lynch & Alderson
29408, 2101, McCoy ¢ Kot 21418, 2119, Drumiliold ¢
Fleotwoed 2115, 2106, Sxallord & Mgk 259, 2118, Kolun g
Bosman 18-25, 21415, V1.6, Mischer d. Barbecet 21411, 2114
Therman @ Seof 1828, 2120, 114, Keeley 0 Haokhn 21-8,
295 Chatad ler 1124, 215 115 Bessoes d Bamay 213
21

(Third Round). Hogand Schmade 21:14 2113 Ssantemo d
Jones 1521, 2120, 114, Wagrer 0 Momow 2114 2107
MeCoy @ Lymem 12:25, 2119, 117, Brusstiols @ Siaiond 21.9
207, Mecher & Ko 2113, 2110, Keeley 2 Thurman 21.7
2134, Bodswe 4 Crase 212, 21

(Owarterfinals): Hogan d Sirandemno 21-7 2111 Wagner o
MECoy 20408, 18-27, 114, Mischer d Binurigld 1027, 2019,
119, Medece o, Mesley 21-12, 21.7

(Semi-Ninala): Mogan & Wagnet 21-12 2110 Bedaoe ¢
Miacher 2517, 152, 14

(Champlonahip): Miecioes & Mogan 2120, 2118




L £ SERA,

)l AC 0 Six
LA (“A\

Bata Shoe Company was on hand as Steding
and Fred Willams ook over the
model Peg wears

Al the manufacturer s hosplanly arga, Seamco’s
Bob Coate (1 ) poses with McCoy (¢.) and
Dvake ot the Leach booth

|
)

Al Seamco’s booth, Coate (r.) chats with (1. o r.)
Art Orioskd, Brumfleld, Rick Isaacson
and Kathy Witiams.
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® A New Queen
Of The Hill

v

it had to happen sooner of later, the
end of the reign of Peggy Steding and
the ascension of Shannon Wright to the
top rung on the ladies professional
ladder.

Shannon assumed the titie atthe 1977
National Championships with a 21-13,
21-10 win over Steding, the first
national title that Peg has not won since
her emergence into racquetball in
1973,

Utilizing her superior speed and
quickness, along with a powerful
arsenal of shots, the 20-year-old San
Diegan captured the championship
match without ever being in trouble. In
fact Shannon was never in trouble
during the entire tournament,

4

A

“I was confident, very confident,” said
Wright, who made the Nationais her
fifth straight pro tour victory. “/ had to
contend with the pressure of the
Nationals, but | was sure | could
handle it."

Steding, whose valiant effort en route
to victory a year ago was still fresh in
the minds of the San Diego fans, did
not have the drive or crispness of shots
that she showed a year ago.

Actually healthier than in 1976 when a
pinched nerve severly hampered her,
Steding still couldn't keep up with rapid
rising Wright, no wonder with the 21
year age difference.

Look out Peggy! As Wright takes a forehand off
the back wall, Steding moves in 10 roceve i,
without jooking in the Women's Pro Finals.

And gone 100 was the devastating
overhead kills, the single shot that won
Steding the title in '76. She connected
on only two overheads during the
match,

"I wasn't surprised she didn't hit
overheads,” said Shannon. "She knew
that if she missed it atall I would rollit."*

Each game was like the other, with
Shannon breaking out of early game
tightness of score and building a big
lead that became insurmountable as
each game wore on.

If the championship wasn't really a
surprise, the semi-finalists sure were,
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Groen's dream of the National title ended in this
somi-final match against Steding. Sarah hero
18 forced o refrieve n deep right court,

8nnging her game 10 a 50a50n's end poak,
Marding (r.) was impressive reaching the semi's.
Wright's control forced shots such as this, an
info-the-back-wall and pray effort.

with Steding facing Sarah Green, the
1976 amateur national champ, and
Wright going up against left Jennifer
Harding.

Green, seeded 11th, had upset third
ranked Janell Mariott in the quarters
18-21,21-16, 11-10, while Harding had
surprised Kathy Williams 21-13, 21-20.

“I couldn’t believe that Kathy and
Janell both went out in the quarters,”
said Wright. “/ guess there's a new
generation coming."”

Shannon's match against Jennifer
found the underdog fighting her hear
oul. Jenny's game has come alive with
more competition at home, and
renewed determination on the tour.

Her downfall was a garbage serve to
the backhand side, a shot on which
Wright continually earned weak
returns.

“I wasn't planning on using the
garbage so much,"” said Shannon.
“But when my drives wouldn't stay off
the back wall | went to it and
fortunately it worked.”

After a well played, though not too
close first game win 21-13, Harding
came from far down to close to within
16-18 in the second, but never could
close the gap.

“Jennifer has gotten a lot better,” said
Shannon. “She’s in mugh better shape
and her shots are greatly improved.”

In the bottom bracket, Steding again
was giving away over 20 years against
Green, the baby-faced Memphian who
barely piayed hall the circuit this
season. And it wasn't easy.

Down 13-3 in the first game Steding
went to a drive serve cross court to
Sarah's forehand. A blistering and
unusual serve, Green was handculfaqg
and the match began to turn aroung,
Peggy totalled nine aces to come from,
behind and take the 21-16 initial
contest.

In game two the 21-14 final SCOTe wag
closer than the actual game, with
Steding taking a 7-all tie into & four tq
five point lead and holding it througho,,
the match.

Oh, those quarter-final matches!
Nothing could be more thrilling than th,
11-10 battle between Green and
Marriott. Each gal served three times .,
match point 10-all, with s_arah finayy,
accounting for the last point.



As in her other losses, Marriott for
some reason abandons her offensive
game, plays a bit too safe and then
seems to lose her stroke. Against the
stiff tour competition, this will get you
into deep trouble.

Harding's win over Willlams was not as
big an upsel, as Jennifer’s increased
prowess had been a known factor. But
the Nationals, where experience
counts, is where all knew Kathy was
going 1o give her best shot. It had to be
a disappointment to Williams, who
never made it out of the semi's all
season.

Wright handled Jan Campbell in the
upper bracket quarter and the 21-186,
21-13 scores show that Campbell has
regained much of the form that found
her among the top few just a couple of
years ago.

“I thought Campbell would be tough,”
said Shannon. “She always plays me
hard. She had nothing to lose and just
came in and shot the ball.”

That kind of pressure made this one a
real shooting gallery as Wright's
new-found forte is also the offensive
theory of play, i.e., shoot anything.

The fourth quarter-final encounter saw
Steding totally dominate Rita Hoff, who
finished her rookie season ready to
take on the best next year. However in
this match Rita caught Peg on a good
day, early in the tournament and the
result was 21-8, 21-5.

Only one round of 16 match went three
games, Campbell's exciting three
game victory over Sue Carow 14-21,
21-10, 11-4 in a battle of the eighth
(Carow) and ninth seeds.

Green had a surprisingly easy time
against fifth seed Jean Sauser, whose
heart was not in it.

“It was a long season,” said Sauser,
“I'm glad to be able to take some time
off.”

Regional winners were more
comfortable in the amateurs, as Marci
Greer stopped Northeast champ Dena
Rassenti 21-18, 21-1 in the first round,
and then was stopped herself by
Marriott 4 and 5. Greer had won the
Southwest Regional.

Martha Byrd, the Southeast champ
was eliminated by Hoff 19 and 17 in the
second round.

Another surprise early in the draw was
Bette Weed's win over Jan Pasternak,

Marnott readies a big forehand against Green in their superb quarter-final match

which went to 11-10 in the te-breaker.
,‘7
ky.j

£ |

Harding reados for hor forehand kil against Withams in another wornen's Quarter-final battie
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who eventually won the Women's
Doubles title. Weed played probably
her best match of the season 14-21,
21-17, 11-1 to move on to the second
round, and then out at the hands of
Willlams.

The victory by Wright and second place
by Steding made them the third and
fourth leading money winners of the
season behind Marty Hogan and
Davey Bledsoe in the men's division.
Despite the imbalance in prize money,
only the top two men made more in
prize money than did the top two ladies.

32 JuLy

Jan Campbell, well on her way along the
comeback trail, seis up against Wright in the
quarter-fingl maich won by Shannon.

Nationals Women's Pro
Resunts

(First Aound): Besmwatty & Kogdsen 213, 2131, Camgbo i &
Ouschgec 2110, 215, Caow o Segall 21-2. 21-2. Moo d.
McCanthy 2118, 21-16; Weod d. Pastornak 14:21, 2017, 11-%
Groor @ Mamon 2118, 21-1, Geen d Sau 210, 21-1; Bynd &
Villa 200, 2192 Davis @ Noguchs 21-00, 2117

(Second Round): Wrght @ Bewreathy 21-16 214 Campool @
Cavow H-21. 2110, 11 4 Hangng @ Moore 216, 21-3 Wikama
4 Weed 2918, 214, Mamett @ Geaor 214, 21,5 Gwen a
Sauser21.38 21.7 Halld Byrd 2119, 2917, Sinding d. Davis
2146148

(Cuartee-finaia); Wight @ Campbell 2118, 2513, Havdeq &
Wisama 211, 2020, Green d Marioft 18-21, 21-30, 1110,
Sseting & Hol! 210, 15

(Semi am @ 2110, 2516, Seang ¢ Grees

2136, 21-14,
(Championatip): Weght d. Sieang 21-13 21-10




NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT . ..

How can you say thank you enocugh 10 the great
bunch of peopie at the Atkas Health Club, who did
such a fantastic job on behall of the Nationals
and the players . , . Jerry Sandstrom, Lee
Hinrichs, Ken Davidson and the entire crew were
torrific. . . . the hardworking N.AR.C. crew,
including Jim Stotz, Woody Woodman, Dan
Seaton, Jerry Monell and all the scores of
referees did more than their share . . . our
congrads to Terry Fancher and his new
bride-10-be, Kip Kendler, announced at the
toumney . . . US.RA/NRLC. prez Bob Kendlor
and his lovely wife Evie were in attendance all
wook and 100k the opportunity 10 meet with
Sponsors and players as plans for next season
continue . . . Seamco’s Al Mackie, Bob Coate, Art
Orioskl, Rick Isaacson, and Dar Prouty made the
tourmnament, always asking players help 10
continually upgrade their products . . . Leach's
Bud Leach, Charie Drake, Ray Bayer and Bob
Black ware on hand, cheering on ther players.
Drake's announcement at the banquet thal
Leach was to be soid to Colgate-Paimolve
moans big things in store for that firm. . .. Nice 10
500 many of the eastem players making tha long
trek to San Diego . . . A demonstration of the new
Hawkeye electronic monitoring device was well
recaived and should make a tremendous
adation 10 tour play in the fulure, as well as every
day action . . . Ben Koltun's $5,000 scholarship
as best young tour player was a superb gesture
by Seamco and Leach, a well deserved honor . ..
Brumfield received a beautiful ning, agsin
compliments of Seamco and Leach for his years
as National Champion and all of the good wil he
did for racquetball as the number one player, We
don't think Brum's playing careeris overyet. . . It
Wwas a touching scene 10 see both men in tears
after the professional finals, — as emotional a
match as any had ever seen . . . LM.G.'s David
Armstrong and Stuart Rowlands 1ook in their first
Nationals, making notes and offering
suggostions for next season. Rowlands was able
1o introduce writer Nick Longhurst to Bob Kendler

for a future article in Us magazine . , . Hoarts tour
was won by John Lynch, a hard fought win . , .
The weather didn't accommodate as weoll as tast
yoar, but nobody really complained, it actually
saved many sunbums . . . Fuil gallenes from the
round of 32 on made this the best attended
National toumament of all tirme. There wasn't a
504l 1o be had all week . . . Fred Lewis did another
yoar of excellent television commentary as again
the kay matches wore sent ino 28 states and
over 500,000 homes the last theee days of the
toumnameont. The U.S R.A. ropons that video
cassettes will be avalable soon. . . .. amazing the
abilty of the many teen-agers entarng the
amateur open. The skil lovels continue 1o rise
almost astronomically . . . George Brown of court
club fame gave a nice party one night during the
tourney, an impressive aai . .. The banquel, as
usual, was well recieved and attended | . |
Hospitality during the week, compliments of
Seamco, Leach, Champion, Bata and the Afas
was good and plenty . . . Fire marshalls forced a
dificult referaeing angle on the champsonship
coun when they ruled the normal referee’s chair
was blocking an exit. The tourney was on the
heels of the major fire near Louisville and it was
understandable that regulations were sirictly
enforced. It was inconvenient and awkward,
however . . . Steding was upset prior 10 her
championship match when forced 10 change a
shirt which read, "Oklie But Goodie™ on the back.
Apparently somebody In Shannon Wright's
corner thought It was destracting . . . Hungry
Hunter still has the best ltakan salad dressing in
San Diego . . . Excallent press coverage of the
toumament, and hats off 1o San Diego Union's
Linda Kozub for her digent reporting. One day
had thrae saparate racquatball articles . . . The
Allas is still one of the most amenily rich clubs in
the nation . . . Zuckerman's win the am open
makes It two years in a row for St. Louis, one of
the nation’s leading developers of young r.b.
lalent, .. The word is growth, growth, growth with
no end in sight.

ANl photos of the Nationals by Arthur Shay

Dethvoned champ Charke Brumifreld found
his latest challenge that of tefevision

color man with play-by-play

announcer Frad Lewis

X
O

Not exactly Butch and the Kid, but the Wagners
pose with pro Richard, wife Joan, and the
Juniors Nationa! Champ of 1892, Richard Mark.

—
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Zuck, D.C., Souders Handle Ams

The Men's Amateur Singles division of
the National Championships is the
bracket that annually sends its winner
on to the pro tour, The last two winnears
Jay Jones (1975) and Ben Koltun
(1976) are both solid fixtures in the
professional ranks.

Well, move over guys and make room
for Mr. Jerry Zuckerman, the
22-year-old St. Louis southpaw who
already owns a professional forehand.

Zuckerman outlasted the largest
amateur draw in the history of
racquetball national tournaments, 168
strong, to capture the Men's Amateur
Singles crown.

His championship viclory came over
another lefty, San Diego's Stan Wright,
who for the second time in three years
came out of the finals with the
runner-up trophy (he was a loser to
Jones in Las Vegas in '75).

The scores were 21-10, 21-15,
showing the strong play of Zuckerman,
who retreated 1o the amateur ranks
mid-way through the season from an
aborted pro tour attempt.

“I thought the way to get to the pros
was lo play against them,” said Zuck.
“But by the middle of the season my
confidence was shattered. | decided
that learning how to win was the
important thing."

He leamed the lesson well, capturing a
number of amateur victories through
February, March and April and a
near-victory against pro Steve Keeley
in Lombard convinced him he was
ready 1o take on the multitude of
numbers in the Nationals.

“The sheer bulk of the tournament
might have been a factor,” said Jerry.
“But with the tourney running eight
days | wasn't concerned about
stamina.”

The first game of the finals was an easy
win, with Wright errors making things
even easier.

"I think he was more under pressure
than | was,"” said Zuckerman, "He
made some errors in the first game that
you don't usually see."

The game was close early, but
Zuckerman drew away mid-way
through the game for the 21-10 score.
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Game two had all the signs of a repeat,
with Zuckerman again holding a
substantial lead, 18-12. But Wright
picked up, quit hitting the ball into the
fioor and blasted his way back to 15-18.

Looking a lot looser, Wright reeled off
his run of points, utilizing good serves,
which had led his way to the finals all
week.

Zuckerman, however, cranked up his
fine forehand, shooting into the corners
and regained contol of the match.

“My forehand is getting a reputation,”
Jerry said. “Everybody knows I'll walk
around my backhand to take any
forehand I can. My opponents tend to
change their game and shots to get me
to hit a backhand, What usually
happens is | get even easier shots
because they're not comfortable.”

In the semi-finals, Zuckerman met
young Mike Yellen, whom he had
beaten only a week earlier in another
tournament. That time it was a
blow-out, and Jerry appeared
over-confident going in.

The 21-19, 21-14 win for Zuckerman
was a excellent battle, with Yellen
playing the top notch ball that earned
him the tlournament’s number one
seed.

“I have a lot more respect for his game
now,"” said Zuck.

In the bottom bracket Wright went up
against another recent juniors grad,
Vancouver's Lindsey Myers, whose
wins over Eric Campbell and Randy
Stafford had to make him the match
favorite.

But Stan was ready for Lindsey and his
21-20, 21-5 viclory was certainly
impressive.

In the quarter-finals a deserted top
bracket (no-shows Pete Wright and
Trey Sayes) helped Gary Mazaroff get
that far, although he did have two nice
wins over Gary Berberet and Joel
Schienbaum along the way.

But Mazaroff was no match for Yellen
21-9, 21-15.

Zuckerman ended Dave "D.C."
Charison’s bid for the titie which barely
eluded him last year in the second
quarter-final match 21-9, 21-20,

After the big first game win it was 18-8
for Zuckerman before D.C. began

getting his game together. He did it by
running 10 straight, tying the game a
18 and holding on.

After two Iries each at 20-20
Zuckerman finally put the match awa,
with a perfect forehand left wall, from
wall pinch Kill.

Wright's quarter-final opponent was
upset minded Mike Maddocks who
knocked off one of the pre-tournamen
favorites Joe Wirkus in the fourth rounc
9-21, 21-20, 11-2; then did it to Steve
Mondry 21-10, 17-21, 11-3.

But Stan let Gary know that his drear
was over, taking two quick games 21-9
21-10 to move 10 the semi’s.

In the bottom bracket, which most
observers felt was the toughes!, Myer:
hard eamed win over seventh seed
Campbell 13-21,21-2, 11-7 and his big
win over number two Randy Stafford
(18 and 15), made him a factor.

Lindsey's opponent was Alan Kent, &
San Diegan who came out of a bracke
filled with regional winners. Kent
stopped Cincinnati's Clark Pittman,
Mid-east regional champ 21-9, 21-14
in the 16's the usual San Diego
welcome.

Myers then took Kent 19 and 15 before
his loss 10 Wright.

Some top racquetball names were los
throughout the maze of players. Miki
Romano, Bill Thurman, Mike Luciw,
Berberet, Gary Lusk, Campbell,
Wirkus, Tom McKie, Gil Schmitt and
Johnny Hennon never made the top
16.

“The tournament was easier than |
thought it would be,"” said Victor
Zuckerman. "/ don’t know what
happened to some of those guys.”

As we've seen, you never know wha
will happen at the Nationals.

Playing even better than a year ago,
the San Diego team of Dave Chariso
and Roger Souders devastated the
Amateur Open Doubles field to captur
their second straight national title,
Destroying the highly touted Texas
tandem of Tom McKie and Eric
Campbell in the finals, Charlson/
Souders did not lose a game enroute
their victory.

The championship match was 21-1¢
21-6.



"We concentrated more this year,"”
said Charlson. "/ think we were more
fired up to win it a second time.”

D.C. and Roger used the famous serve
and shoot style of play that is becoming
far more common in top notch
racquetball circles,

“We played more control last year and
had a tough time winning the
tournament,” said D.C. “This year we
decided to take that first opportunity.”

Souders, who plays one tournament a
year, the Nationals, performed
brilliantly on the right, with D.C.
shooting his left-handed pinch shots
into the left corner on his side.

McKie/Campbell, probably not used to
the rapid-fire pace of the San Diegans
never really got into the match.
Although they too are lefty-righty
(McKie on the left), Charlson/Souders
were able to control front court the
entire match,

“Up front is where doubles is won,"
said Charlson. “"And we never allowed
themn up front.”

D.C. was super with re-kills on the left,
and Souders was just as good picking
up everything on the right. Charison
served especially well, a hard drive to
Campbell's forehand that resulted in
many weak retums,

The effect was a red hot beginning to
both games that gave Charison/
Souders big leads which they never
relinquished.

The semi-finals found Souders/
Charlson against long time nemesis
Dr. Bud Muehleisen with his
pick-a-partner, former national doubles
champ Mike Luciw.

But Dr. Bud, with age catching him, and
Luciw, with an extra 25 pounds
dragging him, did not have the
necessary quickness to stay with the
champs.

The scores were 21-14, 21-6 in a
perfect display of the best of
racquetball doubles. Muehleisen’s
offensive shooting in the left corner, on
which the team rode to the semi's was
non-existent as Charlson's threatened
re-kills kept Bud from taking his favorite
shot.

Javry Zuckerman, who made & through the mammoth Amateur Open Singles toumnament,
flashes the winning smie as Stan Wright, the runner-up, contempiates his loss.

“Bud wouldn't shoot the left corner,”
said D.C., "so Roger had only to cover
the cross court drive and pinch. He's
80 quick they couldn’t move us out of
the front."

In the lower bracket semi-final,
McKie/Campbell dropped Jim Peol and
Gary Lusk another Southern
California duo with a big reputation,
21-186, 21-15,

Pool and Lusk were not on their usual
game and McKie/Campbell took
advantage to capture the victory

The best match of the week in this
bracket was the Muehieisen/Luciw
quarter-final win over Al Portune and
Gene Gibbs, 21-18, 14-21, 11-7.

Other quarter-final results found
Charison/Souders easy winners over
Ken Garrigos and Paul Damell 21-11,
21-11. Although the scores may sound
distant, the 22 total points was the most
tallied against the champs all week.

Pool/Lusk stopped a young Houston
team Jeff Kwartler and Mark Malowitz
In their quarter 21-20, 21-15, and
McKie/Campbell handled another San
Diego tandem Larry Handley and Jim
Doyle 21-15, 21-11,

Nationals Men's Open Singles
fesums

(First Rouna) Wikama a Dorosh 2115, 21-3. Thompsan @
Wondel, forfet. Kngson @ 292, 3110, Davason o
Mten0 21.7, 215 Ao ¢ Sworg 209, 18-21, 115D Smanhg
Komporaal 212 21:91,.J Trend d Alpert 2111, 2113 Facser &
Fuben 1521, 2110, 107, Loth @ Humphvey 213, 21418,
Davidiond Lau 210, 21-08 A d Hanoy 2010, 215, Fa
d. Loprte, lodfed, Hotand d Basey 1921, 21410, 119, Fonseca
0. Jeaes 2154, 218, MeGovem 4. Goodman 212, 2114,
Sakmniwa & Lyma 2021, 2104 V1.5 Marper 0. Hamnes 21.8,
210, Foyd & Taste, Worfel; Rozontes & Rogers, lodent. Deane
Q. Serneder 2020, 217, 117, Lovn @ Krauser £2-21, 21.7,
107, Gary Katy d Ranta 29-14, 216, Mama d. Lebe, forded.
Hooran d BLie 215, 211, Prce Thoman @ Logansacnh 21-15
1729, 110 Gobs @ Shgiuy 213 2100, Wassened &
Manhewy 1220, 2000, 1100, Scon & Shetzer 1820, 211,
105, G080 Dumett 2071 214 115 Radiordd Heam 2114,
2914, Schert? @ Kashrains 2113, 1821, 175 Mezs d
Heatherngton 21-17, 2130, Knas & Crast 2119, 2100
Sormiencowsrid M. Sayes 21-17, 2021, 114 Jepodad Chase
fortod, Holand & Townsend 21-7, 211, Bush & Myecs 21-19,
1721, 11-8; Echmagne 4. Kaas, foried,

(Second Nound). Yeden ¢ Wilkama 2117, 218, Thanpeon ¢
Yoneoyama 293 2021, 1.0, Captareh 0. Qchun 212, 214
Gomoe d Xnguon 215 1821 1140.C Davidsond 7. Sayes
oriedt, KwarSer & et 217, 2116, Snow @ Dhanong 21410,
2115, Nomans 4 Ao 21-8), 214, 0 Simth . P Wogte,
focted. MAOWIZ & Larkicrd 219, 2911 Schorbaum o Dem
2117, 2108 J Trend @ Owen 2020, 1621, 117, Alderson d
Factor 2104, 118 Mazawol!l 3 Golcche 218, 2113, Fool &
Woouion 2113, 2110, Darberwt & Loth 290, 218, Jeery
Zuchkorran 0. D Swah 2118, 214, Cotns D Garngos 2017
1021, 118, J Davsdeon & Cradoe 2110, 2104, Thurman ¢
AN 213 2.0 . Tromas d Faua 219 2112 'Wegieman o
Domsten 2110, Y727, 102, Wickham @ Jaworki 21,2, 214
Lt 0 Moland 217, 1521 114, Foemood & Fonmers 214,
213 Stevers @ Pascho 212, 21-5 N2 0 Kutaive, forfed
Marows @ McGovem 2115, 218 Portune &, Saanea 214
217, Jon Zuckerman & Droane 21410, 2004, Maper o
MeKnney 217, 2005, Charbion & Woanes 213, 21O Wikis
@ FRog 207,210, Pazostes & Shoceman 214, 310 NG00
& Poch 2112, 2112, Douster ¢ Boatts 213, 2110, Monavy 0
Lovin 2150 213, 8 Dawvidson d, Bedthut o 2117, 21.9 Whgplo
@ Gary Kedy 2014 20155 Wngntd Mara 21-43 21-), Boala
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Sespentans 2021, 2150, 116 Ao d. Eherge 214, 214,
Stepp d Hooman 2113, 216, Dt . P, Thomas 2115, 219
Botan & Guoves, forel. Herahvl & Bowman 2119, 2192, Lusk
a Ots 210, 2115 Kerd & Wassened 21.14, 214 Hami s ¢
Terance 202, 219, Comen @ Scoft 21:19, 2113, Mckoe d.
Graz 21-31,1521 119 Pamanc Rations 21.8, 2110, Senensn
0. Doyle 2113 1529, 1110 Weed 0 Duntap, forded, Henvan o
Mera 295 2134 . 5 Trent & Knou 214, 2913, Camptet ¢
Wrackswaiy 21-2, 21-6; Samienowsiki d L Sman 21-11, 21-90;
Myors & Zepada 219, 214, 50Ul @ Molnd 216, 21 -7 Bsh ¢
Ramwer 214,250, Sicddardd W Koty 219 218 Satlord o
Schvwane 21.2. 219

(Third Rowad): Yebuo d Thompaon, icfed, Captaned d Gumoe
2198, 228, Kwarter d. € Dawitaon 214, 2116, Pomacc @
Soow 2198, 2120 Makiwiz & D S 2118, 2010
Schantbaumd J Trecd 2105, 2917 Mazaolt d Adenon 921,
217, 11190, Borberet 4. Podd 215 2130, Jerry Zuckerman &
Coma 2117, 2105 Thurman @ J. Daviasos 214, 2716
Woghmman & D Thomas 1321, 210 114, Lucrw & Wickham
2091, 2020 Floatwotd o Shwvens 21:11, 2115 Marcus d B,
forter. Paaune @ Jon Zucserman 21.7, 2110, Crarison d
Maper 29-8. 21 18 Wenin @ Rezendes 211 218 Vasdechs a
Dauster 2117, 29419, Mondy @ 8 Davedson 21-3 2111,
Wipple d Gordon Kedy 1929, 2104 11.10: 5 Wrgnt o Beal,
oot Shapp & Akeo 21416, 202, Dotan ¢ Damed 18-2¢, 21-20,
155 Lusk g Memphl 218 2154 Kent @ Mawkng 21-7, 218,
Mcio @ Cosen 218,21 & Pamand Schvea, (ot Hennen @
Weed 200, 214, Comgtmd @ § Tront 2018, 210, Wyens ¢
Seomenowshi 294, T1-90; Sul o, Dush 21-18, 1721, 11.5;
Sultoeg & Sioddad 218 1923 110

(Fourth Aound): Yelon & Captarah 216, 2419 Kaater ¢
Romano 21-44, 2021, 11.0, Schenbaun @ Malowsts 21-19
2198, Mazact! d Bectaret 21-10, 3021, 1110, Jowy
Zuckomman @ Thoman 21-92. 210, Wegttman d Lucw 219
1921, 106, Fastwond @ Marcus 21-16, 215, Chamsson ¢
Portune 21415, 2134 Maddocks d Wwkus 521, 2120 112
Mondry d WO R1-37,21-00. 5 Wright & Stepp 2117, 1421,
108, Bolan @ Lunk 2130, 2107, Mant @ Mcxe 29.7 1821
150, s 4 Henten 21-17. 521, 119, Mpars ¢ Campbel
1321, 212, 11.7, Sutiord o Suth 218, 29-18

(Fifth Round): Yetan @ Hwartler 21-04 218 Mazavol! a
Sehewrbium 21-17, 2010, Jeory Zeckerman ¢

2114, 1521, 1.0, Crahon & Posteoosd 21-9, 29-20.
Maosocks d. Mondey 21410, 17:25, 153, 8 Waght d_ Dolan
2385, 2105 Kant ¢ Pitssans 219, 2114, Myars & Sta¥ong
2118, 21115,

{Ouarter-finals): Yelan & Mazeol! 219, 2115, Jeery
Tuckommand Chartson 219 2120 5 Wrght d Maadocas 719,
2110 Myors 0 Keed 21419, 2115

(Semifinals): Zuckarman & Yosen 2119, 21.14. Wognt @
Myers 21.20, 215
{ b Duckerman & Wight 2110, 2114 (Third):
Yolen d Myws 0212120, 10

Nationals Men's Open Doubles
Rasuits

(First Round): Mamos Avarez @ ObvenHams 2914, 21.15
WearstLoveday d Schbete'Glander 1921, 214 11 9,
Jaarer/Seow d Larkiond Hament 214, 2117, Lesber Rosval 0
KarauMaccarmone 216, 1721, 114, EnghanOnega d
GaaonLom 1320, 2115, 114, PechMazaol! 9

Srelzen Crabbe 214, 211 KnguonHeath @ Ly Wider 21-16,
2115, BechmanOlson ¢ Aed Maltheows 218, 2112

Troo Stevensen o McGoveryWende! 2113, 214

(Second Reund): ChartsenScudors d Aoy Zooer 21 4,
217, BowmanSioodard & ManosAvases 21418, 3110,
Catrgos Durnet @ Whpple Semonowshs 2119, 2120
Wegrtman Meckel & WeavetLoveday 21-11, 2120

Pomune Gobs ¢ JuarerSrow 214, 21.7, Berciucet Dem ¢
LoterRosval 2113 1121 11.8. BoganHesrarngion d
DuaaGoleys 14:21, 2104119, Muaiiesen Lutw d
Raao®obathn 215 215 PoctLush 0 Mokrvey Wopuios 21 .8
295, Erghsh'Ontega d MasvnaBaney 2021, 2119, 1130
Poch/Nazwol! 0 Radiord Futen 219, 2119, Kmarter Matowes
d Kngatonteah 214, 16-21, 114 Mandiey Doy @
MeachmanOison 21-7, 2120, SulDewvster 4 LaWash maba
2UNT 2017, Trpp Stovenson @ SakaoveaHumtendan! 2119,
1027, 113 Mckion Camgbet d Grs2Gosges 218, 21 4
(Third Rownd): Chation Gouoens ¢ Bowman'Swddasg 212
2910 ComgosDamed d WawptamanMecks! 2119, 2112
Porune Gots & BenchuccyDem 21-14, 21-7. Mushissen Lutw
4 Degerrioathanngion 21-2. 21-13, PooilLushk ¢
EnghsnOvtega 25-11, 21,11 KwartienMalowts 0
PechMazarot! $8-21, 2113, 117, MandieyOoyle 0

Mo; e 2918 2117, N Campbetl @ Trop/ Stevenion
FAE B0 )

{Ouarter-Ninals): Cramon Soudens @ GangosDamet 2111
2199 MushissenLuciw & Potune Goos 2110, 14-24, 10,7,
PootLunk & Kwartien Malowts 7120, 2115 Weite Campled @
Haadoy Doyle 20415, 31-11

(Semi-linala): Cramwonfousers @ Mustlesen/Lucw 21-14
216 Wa Canptot 8 PockLusk 2116 2118
(Champlonship): Cramon'Souders ¢ MoK Tamptet 21410,
214 (Thirdh MustvoasonLuciw @ PoolLugk 21,14, 2818

- o % - 3y

Men's Open Doubles semi-find! acbon finds
D.C. Charlson, of the eventual winners, chasing
down & Bud Muehieisen (r.) drive, as Mike
Luchw (forecourt) and Roger Souders

hoid their position.

Walton
Takes
Singles;

The largest entry in the history of
women'’s racquetball turned out in San
Diego for the Women's Amateur
singles event. The draw was
highlighted by a number of pro tour
regulars who had not amassed enough
prize money to make them ineligible for
the ams.

So in a draw highlighted by Rita Hoff,
Martha Byrd, Camille McCarthy and
Bette Weed, the championship match
found none of them playing. Instead it
was fast-rising Karen Walton, San
Clemente, California against little Pat
Schmidt, Milwaukee.

If Walton’s devastating blitz through
the bottom bracket was the big story (it
was) Schmidt's struggle through the
top was at least as exciting and then
some. In each of her five matches (after
a first round bye), Schmidt, seeded
fourth, was forced to a tie-breaker.

“I can recall playing only one other
tie-breaker in my life,” said Pat. "/
seemed to play well in them."”

To say the least. She started with a
second round win over a tough Patti
Berneathy, one of San Diego’s best
21-11, 16-21, 11-4 and then moved on
10 a quarter-final victory over
southwest regional champ Marci Greer
21-5, 20-21, 11-6.

“Marciwas two different people in that
one,” said Schmidt. “After the easy first
game win, | didn't expect her to be so
hard in the second. But she really
hustied."

The semi-finals found her against
hard-hitting Hoff, the St. Louis 1ass who
was the top seed.

"I don't like to watch the other girls
play,” said Pat, “so I'd never seen Rita,
But | know she's done well both in
amateur and professional, so | was
worried.”

Fortunately for Pat, Rita was playing
both pro and am, and the extra match
per day could have been Hoff's
undoing. After winning the first 21-15,
Rita could not duplicate the effort,
falling by the same score in the secongd
and never getting into the tie-breaker
11-3. 3
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Pasternak/Siau Doubles
In Ladies Amateurs

"Rita’s power didn't bother me," said
Pat, herself a hard hitter. "My serves
were going in well in the second and |
got a jot of weak returns.”

On the other side of the draw Walton
was tearing up the tournament, with
people having difficulty scoring double
figures against her.

Her semi-final match against Byrd was
21-5, 21-13 a dismal encounter for the
semi’'s, But Walton has been doing that
lately, and should be a solid addition to
next year's pro tour.

The quarter-final Walton/McCarthy
match was 21-8, 21-18, as Camille
finished a disappointing season, giving
the second game one last gasp.

In the finals Schmidt kept to her usual
pattern of making it go three, by taking
the first game 21-20, Walton's first loss
of the tournament.

ButKaren didn't panic, in fact she came
back even belter, grabbing a 21-14
second game win after being down
11-2.

“I'm not sure what happened,” said
Schmidt. “/ think she passed me well,
she was hitting her shots, and | may
have let up a little.”

Using drive serves to both sides,
Walton scored some aces and a lot of
weak returns in the last game and a
half. Her excellent backhand, which
overshadows her forehand, made
things even tougher.

“I got frustrated,” said Schmidt.

The tie-breaker was all Walton, 11-2.
She cut off Pal's passes, maintained
center court and never let the
Milwaukee native get going.

in other quarter-final action, Byrd
stopped Donna Noguchi, who had an
impressive but difficult 16's win over
Dena Rassenti(11-9in the tie-breaker)
21-11, 21-8; and Hoff had no trouble
with Alicia Moore up top 21-7, 21-16.

In another of those matches where
singles foes are pitted in doubles, the
Women's Doubles final match found

San Diego’s Bette Weed against
Houston's Jan Pasternak. Earlierin the
week it was Weed who upsel
Pasternak in the Women's pro dwvision
in the first round.

But each player had help, - Weed from
fellow San Diegan Patti Berneathy and
Pasternak from Linda Siau, Riverside,
Cal. Linda, who has played
compelitively against Weed/Berneathy
with four different partners, could feel
the pressure of a National
Champtonship match.

“I really wanted to win, not for myself
so much,” she said, “but for Jan. She
was playing terrific, and | felt hoiding
me up.”

Nobody had to hold little Linda up in the
first, as the diminutive right side player
held herself up, shooting well and
blending perfectly with Pasternak’s
court coverage and back wall shooting
for a 21-10 win,

But the tables were reveresed in the
second game.

“I got a httle tight,"” admitted Linda,
“and | began skipping the ball. Jan
was super, she never got on me, just
told me to keep taking my shots.”

She did and the result was a 21-9
second game victory for
Weed/Berneathy,

It wasn't all that simple, however. Bette
and Patti are a fine doubles team, they
know each other and rarely make
doubles errors. They were playing well,
and probably were the favorites going
into the tie-breaker.

The third was close early with many
ties culminating at 5-all, before a back
wall crack gave Pasternak/Siau point
six and a huge psychological boost.

“That was the turning point,” said
Pasternak.

They rolled to 10-5 and then
Weed/Berneathy held tight, four imes,
but were unable to dent the scoreboard

with more than one point. Finally, on
their fifth try, Pasternak/Siau took the
title, 11-6.

An unusual victory occured in the top of
the semi-finals, with Judy Clemens and
Karin Walton forfeiting to
Pasternak/Siau. Walton, intent on
capluring the prestigous Women's
Amateur Open title, decided two
matches in one day would be 100
grueling on her.

“I'd sure hate to have my partner do
that to me," said Siau. “When | enter a
tournament, | stick it out to the bitter
end.”

There was a match in the bottom
bracket, a super one at that.
Weed/Berneathy topped Ruth
Knudson and Camilie McCarthy 21-20,
21-17 in a battle that could have gone
either way.

Ruth, a marriage and baby later, was
playing possibly her best ball in over

two years, when she won the National
Amateur title, But Bette and Patli were
able to hang in for the win,

Only one of the quarter-final matches
went three, Knudson/McCarthy taking
on Kathy Pool and Pat Spencer 20-21,
21-19, 11-1. Pool, an excellent player,
was a surprising non-entry in the
singles division.

Other quarter results found Paster-
nak/Siau stopping Salazar/Morris 12
and 15; Clemens/Walton defeating
Seavello/Villa 10 and 17; and
Weed/Bemeathy erasing
Stewart/Kslazek 6 and 9.
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Women's Amateur Open

Results:

{Firat Round). Carey & Goodman 215, 2148 Kopgel 4 Soon
20430, 2145 Seged @ Xsazer 218 21.7, Davis 4 Seavelo
2108, 1421, 114, Speoul & Kondter 218, 2120 Overcast @
Sob, oen, Beneaty ¢ Barop 211, 217 MeGowan a
HOMman 214 1821, 1.5, Murphy @ Datos 215 2113
Thonon @ Vas Veen 21-3, 2113, Weed ¢ Wilams 211, 210
Vs o Stewat 215, 21.7, Coschger 0 Morrs 207, 18,
Macintyve d. Hewms, fodes. Amstong o Mogan 219, 244,
Vivkan d Lews, fodeit Munt @ Mortabans 21-19. 214
(Second Reund) Mol d Lansdond 212, 210 Carey @ Xoppe!
2197, B2 1110, Ackemman 0 Segat 21-16_ 216, Moore @
Davis 3119, 14:29, 192, Greer 4. Soeui 214, 214 Clomans 0
Overcast 21,6, 214 Bameaty d McGowan 21:80 21.14,
Schvnidt @ Murphy 2111 16-21. 114, MoCamvy @ Thomson
16, 290 Woed @ Dadkar 2317, 2146 Sadarar d Vila 2014,
21445, Walon @ Owschger 21.7, 21.8, Rassents ¢ Mackntyre
292, 299, Nogwehn 4, Armabrong 21-8. 21-00, runt @ Vkan
218, 210, yw o 213 Nne

(Third Round): Mo d Carey 218, 2110, Moore d. Acksrman
120, 210, Growr &. Clamens, 219, 2119, SOman ¢
Domeathy 2114, 1229, 116, McCanty @ Weea 21-14, 2416,
Watton 0. Salazaw 2911, 21-3 Noguohi @ Fansent 18-21, 1.5,
119 Dyrd O Mot 252, 217,

(OuananSnalsl Mot g Moore 21-7, 2116, Schmiex o Goeee
21-5 20-31, 110, Waton g, McCarthy 21-8 21400, Dyprd @
Noguchs 21-1), 21-8

(Semi-finala): Schrmctd Mo 1521, 2115 110 Watond yne
215 2112

(Champlonahip): Waton @ Scomat 2021, 2114, 102
{Third): Holt & By lorfpt

Women's Amateur Doubles
Results:

(Preliminary Rownd): Seaveio Ve d Mora Lews 216 214
POOYSpencer & SyksaWMcaughin 7147, 218
(Quarter-linala): Mastormad/Sau & Salaree Moma 21.12
2115, Cemena/Waton d  Seaveto Vila 21-90, 2117

4 POk Spencer 2021, 21418, 114
Weea Botneathy d Swwant ®ylazex 270 219
(Sembfinafs): PasternarSau & Clomera ' Walon, lorfet
WeedBettwattyy d MGoveenWeCanty 21-2. 2147
(Championatip): PastermonSau d Weed Bormeany 2110
S0, 108 (Third): McGovenWcCarthy d. Clomens/ Wakon
lortea

@® National Seniors @

Seniors Double Dip

Jim Austin, the lanky Houston, Texas
native and former professional player,
captured the National Senior Singles
title, stopping defending champion Joe
Gibbs in the championship match
21-13, 21-14.

Austin, who still has a picture-book
backhand, was the second seed and
had an extremely difficult time reaching
the finals, going three games in his
quarter and semi-final victories.

But Jim had too much for Gibbs, the St.
Louisian, who coaches pro football for
the St. Louis Cardinals. The win, plus
Austin's Senior Doubles victory made
him the only “double play” victor of the
National Championships.

Austin took the singles the hard way,
coming through a difficult number two
sead. He had to take on another former
pro, Buffalo’s Charlie Garfinkel in the
semi-finals and the two had a
tremendous battle 21-1, 9-21, 11-7,

Although the scores may seem
strange, that's a typical Garfinkel
match, who made his reputation on the
ability to lose, figure out why, make the
necessary adjustiments, and then win.
But Gar didn't have quite enough in the
tie-breaker.

In the upper bracket semi-finals, Gibbs
knocked off another outstanding
senior, Joel Schienbaum, Los Angeles.
Schienbaum, who still competes in
many A tournaments around L A, is a
fierce competitor, much in the mold of
the tougher seniors,

But defending champ Gibbs proved
his worth by stopping Schienbaum and
going all the way to the finals in this
event, in which the competition was
much more difficult than a year ago.

Only Austin had to go three games in
the quaner-finals, defeating number
seven seeded Roger Ehren 8-21,
21-18, 11-7. Garfinkel and
Schienbaum had easy times of their
quarter-final encounters, Gar 21-7,
21-12 over Price Thomas and
Schienbaum 21-14, 21-6 over Luther
Bernstein, who had the giant killer
reputation. Gibbs eliminated Jim Trent
in the last quarter-final 21-8, 21-19.

Schienbaum won the third place
play-off 21-13, 21-20 over Garfinkel.

Forty-two players made up the Senior
Singles division, the largest ever in the
Nationals, which itself grows by record
numbers annually.

Austin made it a sweep in the seniors
by taking the doubles titie with partner
Chuck Hanna, making it a San
Diego-Houston duo.

Their championship match win was
21-13, 21-13 over the Chicago team of
Jordan “Dr. J." Tilden and Tom Street.

Tilden, a hard hitting southpaw
matched his booming forehand against
Austin’s superb backhand on the left,
while retriever Street attempted to
match forehands with Hanna on the
right in a battle of U.S.R.A. state
chairmen.

In the first game Austin/Hanna looked
unbeatable, racing to a 9-0 advantage,
largely on the strength of Austin's
patented backhand pinch kills in the left
corner. But a good adjustment by
Tilden/Street found Street's diving gets
keeping the ball in play off the pinch
and Dr. J. began hitting his forehand.

The result was a comeback to 11-all
and then 13-all for the Chicagoans,
before the roof caved in.

I think we were so intent on getting
back into the match,"” said Street, “that
when we did we lost that little edge of
concenltration, It was over SO Quick we
couldn’t adjust.”

The second game bore no
resemblance to the first, except that the
score was the same. This time it was
close through-out but with
Austin/Hanna keeping that couple of
point margin, 13-11, 15-12, 18-13 and
then out.

It was a match complete with
sportsmanship and good play.
Austin/Hanna, despite being about
1500 miles apan, played like partners
for ages, When Austin's backhand
failed, Hanna's forehand was on.
When Hanna was neutralized, Austin
got hot.

And that's how you win litles.

In the semi-finals Austin/Hanna had an
unusual match against Jerry Monell
and Bill Torres, losing the first game
21-9, and coming back to take the
malch 21-7, 11-6.

That first game was a surprising
mis-malch, Austin’s backhand was
nowhere to be found, except the fioor,
and Monell/Torres took advantage for
the easy win.

But you can't keep a top player off for



long, and Jim cranked it up in the
second, got the range and
MonellTorres were doomed.

The tie-breaker was much the same,
with Hanna covering the right like he
owned it, and Austin shooting the left
cormer like he put a magnet in the ball.

In the bottom bracket semi Street
gained some measure of revenge
when he and Tilden knocked off Roger
Ehren and Dave Torres 21-14, 21-16.
Ehren had erased Street from the
singles competition early and badly.

“"We were keyed up for the
Ehren/Torres match,” said Street.
“They're tough and we knew we had
our work cut out for us.”

Showing the balance in the senior
doubles, three of the four quarter-final
matches went three games, with
Ehren/Torres stopping Vance Lerner
and Jerry Conine in the closes! of the
three 9-21, 21-10, 11-9,

Tilden/Street worked hard to stop the
Honolulu tandem of Mel Tom, former
pro footballer and Warren Kobatke
12-21,21-18, 11-3. MonellTorres also
had good battie stopping Phil Ivaidy
and Rick DeSaracho 21-11, 20-21,
11-7.

Meanwhile Austin/Hanna watched all
the confusion with a 21-1, 21-3 win
over the Costa Mesa team of
Livsey/Wagner.

Nationals Senlor Singles
Resuns

(First Round): Kealer d flotwia 21 2 214 Rejentos d Wesner
214, 29-8, Larkiord & lona 214, 2010, Conine @. Spoar 215,
2103 Tome 0. Mastended 21-14, 2114, BAn @ Agner 21.16,
213 Tromas d. Bt 21:11, 1521, 11.8; Thomaon d Gelen
214, 290, Brosorck @ Ledmcs 21,8, 21-12

(Second Round): Gans @ Hak 21.5. 21.7; Kewler ¢ Pezectos
2130, 21-46. Lankdond & Lutnow, forest. Trost @ Lnon 210,
2115, Damsten & Conne 215, 2116, Sergentanas & Seaton
2140, 21-12; Tom @ Owda 2115, 2120, Schantaum 4
Wapyama 20-8 21-11] Garfenol d Tomes 218, 21-4; Taden ¢
Bim 219, 2915, vty & Harmon 21.44. 21-36, Thomas d
Pussel 21508, 21-90; Prwan & THomion 24410, 218 Swoet a
Wockerdy 21-18, 21-7, rodercs @ Fabey 218, 214, Ausin o
Zowar 12 N2

(Thivd Rownd): Gt o Xesker 214, 21.7, Trent d Lankknd
octet Demsten d Sergertana 215 21-18; Schossaumd Tom
14521, 200, 111, Garfnesl d. Tiden 218, 21-6, Thomaa @
Moty 1021, 202, 118 Ehvon d. Street 214 218, Asatn 0
Prodencs 21.8, 214

(Quarter-Anats) Gebs d Trant 218 21410, Schignbaus d
Bamnien 2114, 21.8. Gatekel & Thomas 21.7, 21-12, Ausin &
Erven B-20, 2108, 11T

(Semi-finale): Gibtn @ Schersaum 2118, 21:18, Auutn o
Gartoigl 2841, 921, 117

(Champlonahip): Austin d. Gitts 2113, 21:34 (Thied):
Sehientaum o Gartrmel 2113, 2120

@ National Masters @

Notch up Another One

Bud Muehleisen won another National
title in San Diego, and since we lost
track a long time ago, we're not sure
how many that makes. But “Dr. Bud"
handily won the Masters singles crown
with a 21-14, 21-10 win over Bob
McNamara, probably the only other
Master in the country who can even
give Bud a game.

The muscular McNamara, a former
national paddieball champ (like
Muehleisen), still doesn't have quite
the shots that Muehleisen, the deft
southpaw does.

Neither game caused Bud, who has
retired from doctloring, any trouble, as
he kept arms-length, point wise away
from McNamara.

In the semi-finals, Muehleisen gave
Gene MacDonald a double donut
21-0, 21-0, while McNamara, although
not winning quite as easily, stopped
former champ Sam Koanui 21-15,
21-8.

MacDonald came back to take third
place 21-7, 21-14 over Koanui.

In the quarters Muehleisen beat Jim
Miller 8 and 8; McDonald had a tough
one against Bill Armstrong 15 and 20;
Koanui had an even tougher time
stopping Al Green 21-11, 14-21, 11-3;
and McNamara defeated Earle Castle
21-8, 21-18.

Nationals Senior Doubles

Aesuns

(First Round): B TomesWNore) @ Uagakoln X edy 27,8,
lWCdVG’C Falry Sowon 2144 71-%0 Tom Wonate ¢
ootorDewn 2941, 2114

{Quartee-tinaln): Ausindiara & LvsayWagnar 21:1, 212, 8
TormavMoned @ Nmron:‘-.vm:'-n.M! 17 e
Torres i LomotConne $31, 21:10, 11 0, TadenStroet &
TomWobades Y221, 2118, 11D

(Samb Anats): Austn¥anns 4. 8. TomusMoned 521
114, TigenSreet d Etven D Tomes 2104, 7116 .
| - AwstiytHasns @ THden Steet 2110, 3113
(Thivd): B TowesMaonel 0 Ereen D, Torres, forfed

R e )
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A record 26 players participated in the
Masters singles.

In the Masters Doubles, McNamara
and partner Chuck Jackson took the
title, stopping the Hawaiian tandem of
Skeiton and Lee 21-15, 21-14,

But the best match of the Masters
Doubles was the third place battle
between two Los Angeles teams,
Castel/Burt Morrow against
Armstrong/Bill Gibson, won by
Armstrong/Gibson 17-21, 21-16,
11-10.

Castle/Morrow rallied from a 4-9 deficit
to tie at 10-all, but the next rally, a
furious barrage of shots that had the
spectators on their feet, was won by

Armstrong/Gibson. It made match

point, a short ceiling ball, seem
anti-climactic,

Armstrong/Gibson had been
eliminated by McNamara/Jackson
21-9, 21-11 in the semi-finals while
Castle/Morrow were stopped by
Skelton/Lee in a super malch 21-11,
20-21, 11-6.

Nationals Masters Singles
Resuit:

(First Round): Cramteran 0 Ross 294 J1-3. Mier ¢
Faotman, ‘el Lomer @ Monon 218 2115, Armslrong
Gates 214, 219 Motand d. Getener 21-8, 2112, Paserson &
Sholt 2112, 214 Herd @, Derz 211, 21.5; Castlo & Shafion
219, 1021, 113, Bmpan @ Sproul injury defaut
(Second Aound): Muehlesen d chambertan 210, 214 Maw
@ Lemer 2115 216, Armationg @ Bruner 294, 12-21, 110,
MacOonakd @ Motiand 2116, 2110, Kossn 4. Panenon 214,
217, Groen @ Murd 2118, 214 Casthe 0 Bepwn 214212
MeNamara & Woods 215 2112

C Nuefvosen @ Maor 210, 2¢.8, VacDonat ¢
Armatrong 2118, 2920, Koonw 0. Goeen 21401, 3431, 11,
Mchamam ¢ Castie 218 2118
(Semi-finale) Mustieasn ¢ MacDomald 710 210 McNamara
& Koaws 21415, 314
(Champlonship): Mushienen d McNamars 2114, 2110
(Thrd): MacDonakd @ Koama 21.7, 21,14

Nationals Masters Doubles
Aesunts:

(First Round): Cavtie Nomow @ Applety Chambenan 20148,
19 McNamara/ Jachaon ¢ Doads Mughes 2108 2108,
Green/Tvans ¢ Hord Tetorson, orfed
(Second Mound): Castie Motrow i Lovedyy Thown 21 & 2148,
SaaonLee @ ProsnTrumer 21-110 21018 MeNamarw Jachaon
@ soaraYoung 21-3 2110, Armrong Giieon @ Grewn: Evany
FARLE R 4B
(SembNinals): Shenon Loo ¢ Cavte Muaow 2191, 2021 114
MeNamata'Jachson & Armatrong Goson 219, 2111
CChamplonsnipl Mot ' Jachson @ ShedonLee 21-15
it-u (‘??n. Annatnng Goson 4 Cavsieo Momowe 1721,
190, 1100
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@® National Golden Masters @

From Far Back

Carl Loveday los! the first game of the  disappointed DiVito, "He made a lot of

Golden Masters Singles championship
match to Chicago's Jimmy DiVito
21-10. And the top seeded San Diegan
was down 20-13 in game two to DiVito,
who was going for his second U.S.R.A.
Golden Masters title in three years.

And Loveday won, 10-21, 21-20, 11-8,

Whatever happened to Loveday
happened at the right time, or the
wrong time for DiVito. But Carl killed
Jimmy's serve to regain service at
13-20, then scored five straight before
being put out at 18-20.

Still serving match point, DiVito's hard
Z serve lothe left got a weak return and
his next shot was a near-perfect pass
left 1o counter Loveday's charge
forward to cover. But Loveday
scrambled into deep court and floated
the ball lazily 1o the front wall. DiVito
then fanned his attempted dump
corner Kill for another side out.

Loveday, shooting well, came in and
tallied the necessary three points to
send the maich to the tie-breaker,

“I thought | had the malch,” said a

40 JULY

nice shots, but | thought | had the
match.”

The tie-breaker was close, 11-8 for
Loveday, but DiVito's mind was still on
that 20-13 blown lead. His shots
weren't as crisp as in the first game and
a-hall, and Loveday, sensing victory,
came on stronger than ever.

In the semi-finals Loveday had a good
match against fellow San Diegan Cal
Murphy 21-15, 21-16, while DiVito
stopped Salt Lake City's Luzell Wilde
21-16, 21-7. Murphy then captured
third place 7-21, 21-5. 11-8.

The quarter-finals also had some nice
matches, with Murphy stopping
number five seed Alex Guerry 21-13,
21-20 and Wilde knocking out number
two seeded Al Payne 16 and 17. Both
DiVito and Loveday won their
quarter-final matches easily over
Manny Nosan and Will Chung,
respectively.

In the Golden Masters Doubles, DiVito
and partner Sam Rizzio aimost did
what DiVito did in the singles. They
captured the title 20-21, 21-7, 11-10
over Murphy and Stan Berney, the
defending champions.

But in game one the Chicago duo held
that pesky 20-13 lead, only to have It
vanish as Murphy/Berney came back
1o caplure the first game 21-20.

“I told Sam after the first game,” said
DiVito, “that we'd have no more biown
games. Wa had to bear down."”

Thatthey did in game two, never letting
up and relentlessly pursuing that 21st
point, finally getting it 21-7.

But perhaps that win was too easy, for
the tie-breaker was anything but a
breeze. DiVito/Rizzio scored three
quick points, only to have
Murphy/Berney come back with seven
straight to take an impressive 7-3 lead.

Carl Loveday (back court) amblos toward the
back wall as Nmmy DiVRo covars in thelr
excelent Golden Masters Singles
champlonshp bartle,

“We had to do something right there,”
said Jimmy.

They did. They scored seven of their
own, finally losing the serve witha 10-7
lead. And Murphy/Berney came back,
scoring three without losing even one
serve.

The best rally of the match came next,
with great Golden Masters front courn
play. Rizzio, on the right was battling
both Murphy and Bemey who had
DiVito's vaunted backhand out of
position. But Sam came through finally
killing a backhand left comer pinch
for one down.

DiVito killed on the next rally to regain
the serve and the boys from Chicago
notched the next point to take the title.

The semi-finals were routine for both
teams, as DiVito/Rizzio took the
Honolulu tandem of Chung and
Nakama 21-10, 21-7, while
Murphy/Berney stopped Payne/Wilde
16 and 14,

Payne and Wilde took third place by
forfeit over Chung/Nakama.

i S|
Nationals Golden Masters Singles

Rewuits

(Prefiminary Round): Wison d. Scomt 29-11, 2920, Beown @
Mchey 295, 2190

(First Round): Loweday ¢ Purced 218, 218, Chung & Wilson
21182130, Guerry & Doerty 2114, 21.2 Muphy @ Nahama
T2, 2514, DWA0 A Shetiy 213, 2114, Nosan g Brows 218,
218 Wide & Schemct 2115 2021, 114 Payne 4 Wakar
2110, 213

{Quarter-finada): Loveday @ Chung 214, 21.7, Murdty @
Guarmy 21-12 2120, D'VEo d Nosan 2111, 213 Wide & Pay™
2194 2017

(Secb-fnate): Loveday @ Murphy 21-15, 2110, Do @ Wise
2%10, 2.7

{Cramplonanip) | ¢ DWW 1621, 21:20, 11.8 (Thindl):
Myphy d Wige 721, 2146 110

T e —— v o —
v S e |

Nationals Golden Masters Doubles
Nesults .

(First Round): Payna/Wikio @ ScentBeown 214, 2115
CrwngNakama ¢ SchmiaySchmet 21-17, 21-5
(Semi-Ninala); MusphyBomery d. PayneWikle 21-36, 2114
DiVioRizro ¢ CoungNakama 2150, 21-7.
(Champlonship): DV Tizze d. Mughy Bemey 20-21, 24-7
11-90. (Thind): Payna/Wide @ Chung/Natama, fodet

— ™
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rm Sunset, the label of excellence.

‘1 Look to the Sunset. The Sunset line of expertly-designed

< > equipment for America’s fastest-paced indoor game —

LY ‘*Q"& racquetballl » Sunset keeps up with the pace with the highest
“Z standards of quality and workmanship in racquet manufacturing.

"W The best racquets, at the lowest cost p— .

: possible. to the most players possible TSRS g
@ — that's what Sunset provides, unset: IW‘; %
acquetsports
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‘ “Take it from me, IS
ok } the racquet | like to win with!
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MEET THE PROS BEHIND
THE PROS!

J. BAUER COURT SYSTEMS.

NOW, WE'RE NATIONAL.

We're court systems building and installation ex-
perts with over 50 years experience., And, along
the way, we've been pioneers in introducing new
materials and techniques. So, when it comes to
your court system, we know what we're doing.
And you have the assurance that your court will
be backed by Bauer's experience in over 1000
courts

Now, to keep up with the incredible demand for
new courts, J. Bauer has gone national. So no

matter where you are, from coast 10 coast, a Bauer
team Is ready to help you in évery step along the
way — from initial design to final installation.

We're versatile, Our systems are tailored to fit your
needs . . . and budget. We use only the finest pro-
line materials. And we offer you a choice of
structural designs including the J. Bauer flooring
systems — universally recognized for superior
performance.

Put a pro in your court — J. Bauer Corporation.
Call or write for more information today.

CORPORATION

J. BAUER CORPORATION « 10807 LYNDON AVE. » DETROIT, MI 48238 * (313) 935-3400
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Goals, Principles
Main Issues

Kendler Addresses Nationals Audience

At the player’s banquet, U S RA Prex Bob Kendier addrasses the 300-plus attendance

(Editor's Note: U.S.R.A. president Bob
Kendler spoke to approximately 300
U.S.R.A. members at the annual
awards banquet at the National
Championships. The folfowing is his
presentation.)

When | arrived here the other day |
noticed a small sign behind the
registration desk announcing this
players party, which | thought was an
excellent idea. Would you believe that |
went by this sign a half-dozen times
before | noticed the menu included a
steak and a meat ball?

You are eating the steak and looking at
the meat ball. Any handball player who
gets up in front of the best racquetball
players in the world, at the finest
racquetball club in America, hastobe a
dedicated meatball!

| am sure there are some of you who
wonder why | do it, — what possible

reward could there be for a handballer
among racquetball pros. Well, | have a
little surprise for you. No one could
have been blessed by racquetball
more than this handball player. Evie
and | got the reward right here in San
Diego during this tournament. The
Good Lord gave us a new son-in-law,
one we not only love but one who is
also loved by all the racquetball players
as well,

Terry Fancher asked our permission 10
marry our daughter Kip, who is aiso a
racquetball player. This fall there will be
a wedding in Lake Forest and you will
all be invited!

Now, will you all join Evieand I in a
toas! to Terry and Kip for a lifetime of

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 43

[ —————————————mmmm



Mrs. Evie Kendler and Joe Ardito react 1o the announcement that the U.S R.A's Terry Fancher and
Kip Kendler became officially engaged during the Nabionals woek.

racquetball happiness. Or even better,
a ifetime of the same love Mom and
Pop have. Who says there isn't
romance in racquetball?

Now | am aware that some of my recent
notoriety has not earned me any
brownie points within the racquetball
world. So | will try to make amends by
giving you a glimpse at some of the
programs that our organization will be
embarking on rather soon. | would like
to emphasize, however, that final
decisions are yet o be made and if you
have any better ideas, — well, please
come forward.

The U.S. Racquetball Association was
formed 1o serve the players in just
exactly the same way the U.S.
Handball Association has served its
players for some 40 years!

Our highest priorities next season will
be the juniors tournament, the
inter-coliegiate program and the
amateur and women's events.

We hope 10 have a generous sponsor
who will enable us to do more things for
more youngsters and amateurs,
Somewhere in America there are
scores of diamonds like Marty Hogan,
Richard Wagner, and Ben Koltun who
only need 1o be polished up a bit to
make racquetball even more exciting
than it is now.

The 1977-78 season will find women's
prize money receiving a healthy and
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well deserved boost, with none of the
additional monies taken from the men's
pot. We think we have a sponsor who
loves the ladies, as | do, and hopefully
the gals will soon be getting their just
reward. And | think it's about time, don't
you?

Now, | want you folks to keep a little
secret forme. If all goes well, we should
start the new year/publishing our
magazine every month, instead of our
current bi-monthly schedule. That's
assuming Chuck Leve is the same man
after his July honeymoon as he was
before, — although | must say that from
what | hear the odds are against this.

Al the moment we are planning 10 pro
lour slops next season, although this
could change to 20 very suddenly. We
have over 50 ciubs throughout North
America anxious 1o host any kind of a
tournament, pro or amateur, but
especially amateur. All we need are a
few more Terry Fanchers and this
would be possible.

And speaking of Terry, — as National
Coordinator his assignment for the
year was to affiliate all 50 states with
the U.S.R.A. Well, he failed miserably,
— all he got was 46 of them! So, I've
told Terry that he better hurry up with
those last four, because his next
project might be tougher still, — to
affiliate 50 nations, — to make
racquetball a truly International spont.

Itis no secret that | have tried for years
to introduce handball into the
Olympics. | now believe, as I'm sure
everybody here does, —that the faster
way 1o the Olympics is with racquetball.
Thanks to the wonderful help of my
dear friend Avery Brundage, | was ablg
to make key contacts in dozens of
countries, many of which were not
quite ready for handball. But they are
ready for racquetball,

The expansion of racquetball into the
Far East and Europe could occur at
dizzying speed, — into Japan, Taiwan,
Australia, England, Germany, and the
Middle Easl. These are no longer
dreams, — they are goals.

You know, | get criticized from time to
time for being a hard-nosed
businessman. Those who criticize my
no-nonsense business rules and the
solid financial foundation of our
Associations, are the only real threat 1o
racquetball's success, and | dont ming
telling you why.,

For this sport to succeed it must grow,
orderly and with financial stability.
Haphazard growth is our only enemy,
but sound fiscal policies/based on
principle/are our true allies.

We could have hundreds of
tournaments annually instead of our
current 70 or 80, but it would be



Brumfield, who receied a standing ovation from the audience, accep!s a spacial award presented by Bud Leach (¢ ) and Coate for Brum's

coninbubons 1o the sport. That's L v. announcer Fred Lewis (front nght) and his daughter Kstening

foolhearty. We could build thousands
of courts, but it would be premature
We could separate the men and
women professional tours, and again
be premature.

What | am saying is this: | am dedicated
to the fulfillment of a sane and
financially sound growth 1o this sport.
That is my only desire and God willing |
will see it through.

As long as | am at the helm of the
U.S.R.A. and N.R.C. you will see
racquetball properly structured and
organized. What happened to bowling
will not happen to racquetball. What
happened to tennis will happen to

"

-

racquetball, — and then some. Bul we
will closely monitor our growth 10
ensure that we do not rise in 10 years
and then fall, like tennis, but rather/rise
and keep rising/well into the 21st
century.

We feel the same way about "trick’
tournaments. Although | will be the first
to say that the recent CBS All Racquet
Sports competition did a great deal of
good for racquetball, (due to Charhe
Brumfield's expert commentary), | do
not feel that events such as this should
be the wave of the future.

True competition, televised as well as
the atlas club has done is all we need,
— and that's what we're going to get

I've seen matches this week that would
leave network audiences spellbound.
The grace, style, speed and power
shown here in the nationals has been
absolutely thrilling.

| have to admit to you that | did make
one mistake this past year, — | let
mysell get talked into running a
cigarette ad in our magazine. Boy, did |
getletters, and rightly so. You've never
seen aperson cancel acontract as fast
as | cancelled this one.

There Is no place In racquetbal for
sponsors such as ciagarelte
companies, or hquor firms. We don't
need their money and we certainly
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IL.M.G.'s David Armstrong (r.) chats with N.R.C.'s Chuck Leve at the banquet. It was the first
Nationals for Armsirong, who galantly fought the staks at the Atlas Health Club all week,

while on crutches

4

don’t want their image. When we
promote good racquetball we promote
good health. Our slogan, “Play
Racquetball For The Health Of It," is
not just a slogan, it is our way of doing
what we think is our destiny.

This year alone we turned down close
to $500,000 from sponsors whose
products we thought were detrimental
to your health. It didn't make the
sponsors very happy, but | felt this was
the right decision to make during our
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inaugural years. That $500,000 will
come from another sponsor one day,
and one we can all point to with pride.

Would you mind if | made an additional
comment about money? Virtually every
pro today has been helped by us at
some time in his sports or school
career. | am not talkking about prize
money, either. | am talking about
personal financial aid, whether for
tuition, books, travel to tournaments or
other personal needs. And gratefully,
notone of these players has ever failed
us.

| mention this because | want the
players to know they will never find
themselves beholden to liquor or
tobacco sponsors. We ask no thanks,
— only the knowiedge that these
players continue to show the good
character and fine ability that led us to
help them in the first place.

We help fund our state affiliates for the
very same reason. They get monthly
checks from us for every member that
joins from within their boundaries, One
club owner just signed with us for
10,000 new memberships. Just think
how happy the Michigan Racquetball
Association will be with their share of
the membership dues every year!

This owner feels he couldn't possibly
educate his members as well as we do
for as little money as our
membership-subscription package
costs. And | might add that the man
behind the scene who really put the
deal together is with us here this week
His name is Gil Schmitt, a long time
supporter of the U.S.R.A. and a man
who is doing more for his members
than many other clubs combined.

You know, | wish we didn’t have 1o talk
about money. Or where it comes from.
But | want you all to realize how lucky
we are. You see, we don't have a
50,000 seat stadium or a million dollar
television contract. All we really have is
Al Mackie, Bud Leach, Charlie Drake,
Ken Konkol, John Pabry and a few
other far-sighted investors. | say
investors, because they have taken a
long range gambile that you can be sure
will pay off. Without Seamco balls,
Leach racquets, Champion and
Saranac gloves, we would have been
hard put to stage our exiravaganzas
and make the progress we made



through the years. And a number of our
younger players might never had the
chance to play tournaments or see a
college classroom.

Now that we are a cinch, — everyone
wanis to get on the band wagon. And
who can blame them? And | don't just
mean racquetball companies. Don't be
surprised when | tell you that we are
now finalizing agreements with several
international conglomerates, one of
which is the largest corporation on
earth, I's too early for me 1o give you
details, but you can rest assured that if
the lawyers don't get too fancy, we will
soon have a great deal more money for
all of our programs, men and women,
pro and amateur,

That noise you just heard was Marty
Hogan falling off his chair when |
mentioned more money.

You haven't heard me say anything yet
about our contract with Mark
McCormack's International
Management Group. That's because
we promised them we wouldn't
disclose a single new sponsor until all
papers have been signed. Let me just
say that | have all the confidence in the
world in these people, and that
especially includes Dave Armstrong,
the man at IMG with whom we work
very closely, It also includes Art Shay,
— our workl famous photographer,
who incidentally was the official
Olympic photographer. Now you know
why our promotion and pictures are
both great,

I've been to over a thousand handball

and racquetball tournaments in my
lifetime as both a player and -

administrator, and | have yet to see
anybody put on a better National
Champlonship tournament than the
Atias Health Club. Jerry Sandstrom,
Ken Davidson and Lee Hinrichs have
been tremendous to work with and for
their superb job | think they deserve a
big round of applause.

A couple of weeks ago we ran another
National Championship at the
luxurious Town and Country Club in
Creve Coeur, a suburb of St. Louis.
Like this tournament, it was a huge
success and some of the matches will
be talked of as long as any of us live,

The highlight at St. Louis had to be the
finals where Freddie Lewis handball’'s
all-time leading money winner, played
Naty Alvarado, a youngster from
Mexico. The setting for this match was
perfect, — Freddie had defeated the
Canadian champ, while Naty was
eliminating the Ilrish champ. Freddie
can speak English and doesn’t, —
Naty can not speak English but does.

In the most thrilling handball finals |
ever saw, Naty got to 20 after winning
the first game. At this point | said to
former all star baseballer Stan Musial,
“Come on Stan, it's time to go under
the stands with the awards,” Which we
did.

Well, we waited under those stands
quite a long time for one point, — nearly
half an hour in fact. There were 14
consecutive service changes before
Alvarado finally captured the title. But
what happened after that was really
funny.

Musial turned to the gallery and said, “/
wanted to come into the court and
make this award to Naty Avocado."

To which Alvarado replied in half
Spanish, “And | want to thank you too,
Mr. Music.”

That's really what | want to do also, —
call everyone by their right name, and
thank everybody here for a remarkable
tournament, and most of all for your
great sportsmanship. True, there were
afew explosions but nothing that could
be called anything other than fierce
competition. It certainly wasn't like the
early days when | was so happy so few
people could read Marty Hogan's lips.

You all have my sincerest thanks
because everyone of you contributed
something. And | know | speak for Joe
Ardito, Chuck Leve, Terry Fancherand
the entire Atlas Health Club when | say
you are a credit to sports in general and
San Diego in particular,

I hope you will invite us back again and
again, and Jerry Sandstrom if San
Diego is tournament site favorite next
season you have nothing to worry
about.

| do hope we can all be together again
next year, and if any of you mothers

have a daughter you want to getrid of,

— bring her lo the tournament. Evie will
show you how! @
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E'specially for women

the new S PRIT

Introducing the superb new
Omega Espnit for women and juniors
A tim 255 grams, it's the lightest
metal racquet available today!

But the Esprit's playability
lies in Omega’s computer-
designed

—
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balance
of flexibility and
strength which provides just the right
control-power combination that's perfect for the junior or lady player.
Beaunfully styled in pale blue metallic, attractively priced,

) J - (
| the Espnit is truly a racquet that sells itself

MEGA

RACQUETS
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For information and catalog about the complete line of first-quality Omega racquetball equipment, call or write
Omega, a Division of Prandur Corporation, 2366 Schuetz Road, St. Louis, Missouri 63141, (314) 872-9007.
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HAL HIGDON

Racquetball ‘Cure’
For Heart Attack

Victim
Hal Higdon lives in Michigan City,
Indiana and writes for several national
publications, This article is adapted
from his latest book, "Fitness After
Forty.” Reprinted from Chicago

Sun-Times Midwest Magazine, May 1,
1977.

Gerald Smith, a commodities trader
and insurance broker, arrived at his
office in the Chicago suburb of
Lincolnwood at 7 a.m.— a typically
early arrival, Smith, a wiry individual,
once played basketball in high school
despite being only 5 feet 6 inches
Thirty-one years old, he continued 10
maintain his interest in physical
activity, playing handball four or five
times a week. As a handball player, he
was intensely competitive—as he was
in business

Smith often worried about business
and, as a result, slept fitfully. This
morning he had awakened at 5:30,
snatched a quick breakfast and left for
the office

Once there, he began expernencing
signs of discomfort, belching
frequently. He suspected he had a
savere case of indigestion so decided
10 go downstairs to a restaurant and get
some milk to coat his stomach. Bul the
discomfort grew. Smith climbed into
the back seat of his car, rolled down the
windows and elevated his feet, but
nothing helped. He felt chilled. He
started sweating. Things began getting
biurry. He looked up and saw a friend
staring in the open car window al him
Smith had difficulty focusing on his
friend, and wondered if it was partofa
dream

His Inend appeared only by chance. He

had parked nearby, glanced in Smith’'s
car window and saw him suffering

"My god, Jerry, what's the matter?”
asked the friend, Smith could not reply.
The friend rushed him to the
emergency rcom of Chicago’s Waeiss
Memorial Hospital.

Gerald Smith was having & heart
attack, although he felt no pain. "There
was nothing like the binding wire
across the chest you hear about,”
Smith recalls. "It was just a
combination of nausea and sweating."

He was stunned when the doctors told
him he had expenenced a heart altack.
| always considered myself in

excellent condition,” Smith insists.

But there was that nervous, intense
side of his personality. “In college they
always used to call me ‘Smitly the
wovrier,” " he admits. “If | had
something to do tomorrow, | would
spend the whole previous day and
might worrying whether or not it might
rain, and there was nothing | could do
about it. | had what is known as a
cardiac profile. A persan with a
cardiac profile is someonea who, if
somebody he plans to meetis a minute
late, he’s aggravated by it. He's
always on time, never doviates from
his schedute, He is, if anything,
over-orgamnized. Well, that was me.”

Gerakd Smith also had other
coronary-peone charactenstics. In a
coronary risk estimate chart designed
by Penn State University for the
American Heart Association, one of the
factors was sex. The scale for that
category, in points, went from female
(1), to female over 45 (2), to male (4), to
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bald male (5), 1o bald, short male (6), to
bald, short stocky male (7). the more
points scored, the higher the
individual's likeliness of developing
heart disease. Gerald Smith can be
categorized as a “bald, short, stocky
male."

Ye!l he did not fit the pattern when it
came to lack of exercise, which on the
Penn State chart went, in points from
intense occupational and recreational
exertion to complete lack of exercise.
Smith delinitely was on the low point
range of that scale—at least until he
had hig heart attack.

Under doctor’s order, he no longer
could play handball. Being intensely
competitive, he missed this opportunity
10 express himself athletically. He
worried about being able to wak fast,
el alone play a sporl. He needed 10
report for blood tests once every 2%z
weeks to check against clotting.

“I thought | was going to be one of
those rocking chalr victims, " he said. '/
couldn't be the father | wanted to be-or
the husband. I couidn't shovel snow.
Things like having my wife carry the
groceries from the car all the time was
bugging the heck out of me. | became
a second-class husband, father and
citizen, and it wasn't my makeup to be
that way."

He began hoping every night when he
went to sleep that he would not wake
up the next morning. He eventually
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began going to a psychiatrist,
Depression 15 a common problem for
heart altack victims,

Gerald Smith pondered the reasons for
his heart attack, He was not
overweight, although he had a
dangerously high cholesterol level
around 450. He never smoked
cigarels. He did have a family history
which hinted at possible
cardiovascular problems, since his
molher died al age 46 of a cerebral
hemorrhage. His father, a former
swimmer, had a mild heart condition
but lived to age 66 before dying of
pneumonia. Yet one grandfather was
stili alive at age 94 and in good
condition. (Smith also had a brother
who seemed to be in good condition.)

“The only thing that aggravates my
grandfather is when the Cubs Jose,”
says Smith.

The heart attack happened in 1965,
After several years of inactivity, Smith
finally received permission from his
physician to join an exercise class at
the Lawson YMCA (Chicago) directed
by Dick Woit. Woit's program, which
attracled professional athletes as well
as middle-aged businessmen,
consisted of anintensive 45 minutes of
almost unlimited push-ups, wind
sprints and sit-ups.

(Although doctors once prescribed bed
rest and lack of physical activity for
heart patients, modern physicians now
realize that this probably killed more
people than it saved. Cardiologists now
recommend that heart patients
become more active physically than
before their attack. For example, Dr.
Noel Nequin of Swedish Covenant
Hospital in Chicago supervises an
exercise program for more than 150
heart patients who run up to an hour
each morping at the North Park
Coliege gym and track.

Smith began his program with Dick
Woil by exercising at an easy level but
S00n increased his aclivity 1o where he
was mailching the achievemen! leveis
of others around him. His competitive
nature was emerging once more. But
he dishiked the exercise program
because it was boring and because il
lacked the competitive aspect of other
sports. He decided to return to
handball.

“Handball is a game which is fun,”
Smith explains.

In 1973, several years after resuming
handball play, he had troubles again,
this time in the middle of a handball
match at the Riviera Club. He began
getting a feeling similar to the first
attack and finally had to lie down onthe
floor. Fortunately, a physician present
took his blood pressure and rushed him
to Skokie (I1,) Valley Hospital where his
problem was diagnosed as a coronary
insufficiency. The first attack had been
diagnosed as a myocardial infarction
but the second aftack was merely a
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Jorry Smiith leans into & sérve in one of his daily racquelball workows.
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With his Brumfield awtograph model racquet in
one hand, Semth shows off his srgica
momentos, on his ches! . ..

matter of not enough blood getting
through to the heart. Released from the
hospital, he resumed playing handball
as well as tennis.

“This is when things started coming
together as to what was wrong with
me,” Smith explains, "/ noticed each
morning after driving to work that white
walking from the car | would get a
funny feeling in the area around my
chin. But it would go away. Then |
started noticing the same feeling
during warmups to play tennis. It, too,
would go away. | noticed that when |
stopped warming up for a few
minutes, the feeling would go away
faster. But it still kept coming back
again.

“It was explained to me later that |
suffered from angina. Every time the
blood supply to the heart became
insufficient, because of the blockage
in the arteries, it would cause this
funny sensation. Slowly, the blood
would start circulating through other
vessels to get around the blockage,
whatis known as collateral circulation.
When the blood finally gets through,
the pain starts subsiding.”

Al a tennis party one evening, Smith
happened to meet a cardiovascular
surgeon, Marlin Silver. Dr. Silver (notis
real name) was on staff at
Rush-Presbytenan-St. Lukes's
Hospital. One of Dr. Silver's colleagues

... and thigh. Mis operabion enatied him 1o
continue 8 normal, active, racquetbal-fed Mo

was the physician who had operated in
1974 on Mayor Richard J. Daley,
removing a blockage of the artery in his
neck 10 improve circulation of blood to
the brain and lessen the chance of a
stroke. Dr. Silver performed similar
operations, but also specialized In
coronary bypasses, a method of
improving circulation 1o the heart. He
did as many as 200 bypass operations
a year.

The physician suggested that Smith's
problems might be alleviated by such a
bypass and asked him 1o visit the
hospital for a stress test on a treadmill
Smith was on the treadmill for only a
few minutes when Dr. Silver ordered it
stopped. Smith's heart condition was
such that it was dangerous to proceed,
just as it would have been dangerous
for Smith to continue playing handball

As Dr. Silver later explained, "Jerry
Smith had major impairment of all the
arteries, and his heart muscle was
damaged from his previous heart
attack. When we did the siress lest, we
weren't sure we would be able to help
him despite his relatively young age
We feared he would be relegated to an
inactive life.”

Until the last few decades, patients a5
severely compromised as Gerald
Smith were sent home with instructions
10 remain relatively inactive and wait for
the inevitable closing of the final
passage, with accompanying massive
heart attack followed by death. But in
the mid-1960s, physicians developed i
means of bypassing blocked arteries
Among the people who have had
bypasses are actor Walter Matthau
and Michigan football coach Bo
Schembechler.



While Marlin Silver was in surgical
training in 1970, he began learning how
1o perform bypass operations. There
are perhaps 50,000 such operations
performed in the United States each
year, mostly at major medical centers,

Despite the operation’s becoming
routine because ol its frequency, the
Coronary bypass remains a technically
difficult procedure. Arnteries are
between one and two millimeters in
size (approximately 1/20th to 1/40th of
an inch). In order to join arteries, a
surgeon must make 10 to 20 stitches.

"Each stitch is tiny and exact,” says Dr.
Silver. "One stitch can ruin an entire
bypass.”

In order to bypass the blocked
coronary artery, Dr. Silver removed a
saphenous vein from the inside of
Smith’s left thigh. As yet, no artificial
arteries have been developed capable
of being utilized in a bypass operation,
and only a few veins within the human
body can serve as substitute coronary
aneries. The saphenous vein is one
such vein. Although it helps drain blood
from the leg, there are additional deep
veins that serve the same purpose
Once the saphenous vein is removed,
those other veins assumae its function,
parn of a backup system within the
human body. The saphenous vein also
serves well as a subslitule coronary
artery because of its elasticity, which
makes it more capable of withstanding
the pressures present in the arerial
system,

Any operation, no matter how routine,
contains risks. One risk in Gerald
Smith's case was that his previously
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Smith on one of his two jobis, at the Board of Trade, husthng in the "pirs ™

He's also a full yme insurance salesman

damaged heart might fail. It would be
sustained during the lengthy operation
by a heart-lung machine and other
devices, But Dr. Silver worried that
once the heart-lung machine was
turned off following the operation,
Smith’s heart might not resume its
normal function.

Dr. Silver estimated that Gerald Smith
had an operative nisk of 10 1o 12 per
cent. The odds in his favor were about
9 to 1 that he woukd survive the
operation. This compared 10 an

operative risk on the average coronary
bypass of about 5 per cent. For a
patient with no previous evidence of
heart trouble, who was receiving a by
pass lor preventive reasons, the nsk
might be as low as one per cent.

For some patients with severely
damaged hearts, the risk might be as
great as 25 to 50 per cent. With such
odds, a surgeon probably woulkd
proceed with a bypass only itit was the
last chance of saving that patient’s life.

When coronary bypass operations
were first performed, surgeons
operated mostly on patients in their 50s
and 60s. They did not operate on older
patients, because the new technique
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seemed risky. They did not operate on
younger patients for the same reason.
Today, coronary bypass operations
are being recommended for both older
and younger heart patients,

“The state of the art has progressed,”
says Dr. Silver, "so with rejative salety
and confidence we may even
recommend surgery to people who
have not even had a heart attack yet."
More patients in their 70s also are
being given coronary bypass
operations.

Dr. Silver admits to “dropolfs,” patients
who die within & year or two after
surgery, bul adds, 'The dropoff in the
post-operalive patient is about a third
of what it would be If those same
patients did not have their surgery.”

The operation on Gerald Smith proved
successful. Ten days afterwards, he
left the hospital. Forty-five days later,
he began swimming, trying to get his
chest muscles back in shape again.
Four months following the operation,
he began playing racquetball,

Gerald Smith believes he would have
expernienced much less trouble if he
knew 10 years ago what he knows
today. He advises, "Anyone over 40
who endeavors {o go into any athletic
activity, running or whatever, should
go through a physical examination
every year to check his blood
pressure, check his heartbeat. He
should also take a stress test, because
that's a good indicator if you need an
angiogram, which seem to be more
prevalent in people over 40, If | was a
wealthy man, | would get on a soapbox
Iall over the country and just talk about
L.
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"There are doclors compietely against
stress testing. They think it's
dangerous. There are doclors
completely against the angiogram for
the same reason. There are doctors
against the coronary bypass. But all |
know is that I'm nol experiencing that
angina anymore. There supposedly is
no definite data that a coronary bypass
prolongs life. There is no way (o prove
that I'm going to live longerthan if l had
not been operated on, but | feel safe. |
feel as though my blood is going all the
way through my circulatory system
and into my heart.

"There is a fellow who warks for me in
the next office who is 47, three years
my senior. He had a coronary shortly
after | did. He has a completely
opposite life pattern. He does nothing
athletically. He is extremely heavy. He
drinks. Who's to say who is going to
five fonger?”

"Rightnow, lam living a better life than
{ aver did before. | have complete
confidence in my physical being. If
something is going to happen, i's
going to happen, bul | don't think it
would happen as much because of the
surgery. What slows me down now is
the fact that I'm 43 and | would start to
slow down because of that anyway."

Presumably, the coronary bypass
operation Is the first step toward what
might in coming centuries become a
“Six-Million Dollar Man." Perhaps in

some future medical era, artificial
arteries can be devised as
replacements for our actual coronary
aneries, rather than using saphenous
veins, which are in limited supply.
Perhaps in some {ulure era, we will
have artificial hearts. We already have
artificial pacemakers.

In the meantime, the Gerald Smiths of
the world must learn to cope with their
heart conditions, living life from one
day 1o the next, hoping that the
inevitable can be postponed. Jerry
Smith comes off the racquetball court
covered with sweat, a smile on his face,
hoping that he can return to play one
more time, then another time, then
another time. He plays the game five
days a week. He is very good at the
game. He plays racquetball as though
each game was his last, squeezing
every drop of enjoyment he can out of
life. Perhaps that is the way we should
all play the game of life.

But there is no magic in the coronary
bypass operation. Jerry knows itandis
taking medication to lower his
cholesterol level. He has reduced it
from the 400s into the 300s. He is more
careful with his diet now than before



THE HOLLMAN
COURT SYSTEN

But Dr. Silver says, "Jerry Smith is
probably not your ideal patient.” He
follows orders grudgingly

Several weeks after watching Jerry
Smith demolish his partner in a game of
racquetball, | spoke with Joan Ullyot,
M.D,, a San Francisco physician
involved in sports medicine. Her
husband 15 a cardiovascular surgeon
and performs coronary bypass
operations. He also has done a study
on patient mortality which seems to
support the theory thal, indeed,
coronary bypasses do extend life
rather than merely improve it

‘A coronary bypass operation doesn’t
cure you." Joan Ulloyl said. "It simply
gives you ancther chance 1o do things

INTRODUCING
HE HOLLNAN
COURT SYSTENY

designed and engineered by the
conlractor-player-owner of the
Norhwest's premier racquetball
clubs.

developed because no court system
available today included the key
faatures we demanded in our own
court system.

We Met Our Own Demands

by perfecting c precisionmachined,

pre-cut panel of rigid, infer-locking
design thatiresults In alcompletely
smocth ond solid playing surface.

better the second time around. The
same disease is going lo attack the
substilute vessels unlass you change
your life style. it's an opportunity. You
wreck one set of arteries, so you have
another set that are good for a couple
moare years. If you don't change, they,
too, will clog up. It gives you a chance
fo stop smoking, start exercising,
change your diet, change the stress
level, whatever contributed o the
clog-up the first ime

Joan described going to a parly and
meeting a young man on whom her
husband had operated only a few
months before. The young man, 28
years old, sat at the parly smoking &
cigaret
Joan asked him, "Didn’t they tell you at
the hospital that smoking was bad for
coronary patients?

Yeah,” said the young man, Hut |
figure, easy come, easy o

Joan was appalled: “If you stop
smoking, you'll have a beltter chance

by inventing a simple and efficient
instaliation method complete with
the technical supetvision which
allows you 1o easily incorporate our
system inlo your club design

For futher Information on the newes
ana mest aavanced court system in
Ihe industry, call or write todoy.

THE HOLLTYAN COURT SYSTEM
1200 W ALIEN ANENUE
PEANERION, OREGEOX 7005
(503) 646:2131

The young man attempied a smile: "/
have a cholesterol level of 450,
anyway. | might as well enfoy life while
fcan”
Joan Ullyot suspects that, coronary
bypass or not, she may not see thal
individual at many {uture parties
Obviously,” she said, “his vessels are
not going to last lim very long. Il he
lives to age 30. He's lucky.’
And | thought about Gerald Smith, a
victim of his own Type A personality,
still working following his coronary
bypass, in his (wo jobs as commodity
1rader - e insurance broker. When |
first visited him in his office, | started to
agive my name 1o the receplionist, out

Jorry was siting nearby talking to one
of his slatf members and hae spotieda me
first. “Two seconds.” he said, "Two
seconds.” He held up two fingers to

inchicalte 200N he would see me

now
And he was sitting on the edage of his

|'f'>'1| 9
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JEANNE B. CLARK

Racquetball Camp:
To Go or

Jeanne B, Clark is a free-lance writer
and graduate student in Librananship
at the University of Washington.
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Not To Go?

You say you like racquetball, Boobie,
andyou need a vacation, 1oo? You say
you want (o improve your game, but
youdon'tknow whether itrates atnp to
San Diego? You say you want to watch
and learn from the pros, but you can't
imagine them relating to your level of
play? Well then, racquetballers, the
Atlas Racquetball Camp may just have
the answer for you.

The four-day racquetball camp is
offered by National Racquetbail Clinic,
agroupoftop U.S. professionals in the
field, in conjunction with the Atlas
Health Club, San Diego’s most
exclusive racquetball club and one of
the finest facilities in the country. The
concept of the clinic is to communicate
through professional lecture,
instruction and supervised play,
correct fundamentals ¢i the game in
order 1o equip each participant to reach
maximum perlormance lavel.

As a racquetball enthusiast of about a
year, | attended the April 1977 session,
one of four offered each year
(February, November, April and July)
Inreaching a decision aboul whether to
attend the camp | honestly had
resarvations about such a camp, Atmy
present level of play was | ready for
such a camp? Of what value would the
clinic be in terms of my game? Would
the experience be worth the
commitment of time and money? By
writing this article | hope to provide
insight into what goes on at an Atlas
Racquetball Camp, in order to assist
the reader in making a similar decision,

Freebies

A strong selling point of the clinic is its
location in sunny San Diego. As a
former San Diegan—now Seattlehte, |
know how warm and versatile San
Diego is in terms of entertainment: its
great outdoor life on the water and
beaches, its world-renowned zoo and
historic Old Town, its fine Sports Arena
and its myriad restaurants. In
appropriate seasons one can charter a
boatto sail or fish, drive eastto see the
desert in bloom or go south to Tijuana
and jai-alal. This seaport city,
discovered by Portuguese explorer
Juan Cabrillo in 1542, is rich in history
and scenic beauty

The Atlas Racquetball Camp is offered
as a package which includes: four
nights lodging (which can be extended
prior to or following the clinic) at the
Atlas Hotel's Mission Valley Inn,
located on Hotel Circle; tickets to Sea
World and the San Diego Wilkd Animal
Park; an equipment package of a
Leach racquet of your choice, a Leach
equipment bag, a shirt, and Steve
Keeley's book, The Complete Book of
Racquetball; 20 hours of professional
racquetball instruction; tournament
cockiails and banquel. | was happy to
find Keeley's book so humorous and
readable. It is a most comprehensive
text on the sport — covering history,
rules and techniques. | was especially
pleased with the free Leach racquetl.
the lighter, fiberglass “Little Bandido
has added power 10 my game

When off the court, the Mission Valley
Inn provides lo1s o do for relaxation
the 10-acre complex has two
swimming pools, a jacuzzi, a 24-hour
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Clinic members executing daly warm-up
and Sexibiity dnlls.

coffee shop, bottle shop and restaurant
with entertainment. It is centrally
located to theatres, restaurants,
shopping centers and especially
convenient for clinic sessions: our
room was just a couple of flights of
stairs away from the AHC.

The pros and staff of the National
Racquetball Clinic really make an effort
to see that clinic members have fun as
well as learn, Instruction is informative
but very relaxed and instructors tell you
the way it is, whether i's why you're
doing something wrong or how they
develop strategy for professional play.
Camp members and pros have various
backgrounds, but the common interest
and enthusiasm for racquetball result
in some fine, fun times on and off the
court.

Facilities And Stafl

As stated, the four-day, five-hour
sassions (10 am.-12 pm.; 2 p.m.-5
p.m.) take place in the Atlas Heailth
Club's impressive facilities. The
modern, mosque-like structure houses
sevenracquetball/handball courts (two
with glass back walls), a gallery,
therapy pool, steam room, separale
sSaunas, exercise rooms and massage
rooms for men and women, club
lounge, snack bar, pro shop, barber

shop, game room and videotape
system; club grounds Include a
25-meter, 3-lane lap pool, a jogging
track, volleyball court ans six lighted
tennis courts (one with gallery)

Into-this plush setting introduce as
instructors National Racquetball Clinic
members, some of the top professional
players in the field today: Charlie
Brumfield, five-time national
champion; Shannon Wright,

currently national women's champion,
Davey Bledsoe, 1977 national champ
and Rich Wagner, ranked in the top
four or five players in the world, Other
instructor/players are involved with the
camp as professional competition
schedules permit and include Steve
Serot, Steve Keeley, and Marty Hogan.
Such a combination of modern facilities
and qualified stalf established
credibility about the camp’s serious
purpose: 1o teach racquetball.

Agenda And Teaching Techniques

The clinic opened with the introduction
of Allas Health Club Manager Ken
Davidson, National Racquetball Chinic
Coordinator John Weaver, and
instructor/players Brumfield, Wright,
Bledsoe and Wagner. After an

introduction of camp participants,
some traveling from as far as
Pennsylvania, Michigan and
Washington, we toured the AHC
facilities — and they are lovely.

An effective aspect of the Instruction
agenda from a learning standpoint was
its logical organization. By focusing
upon one aspect of the game through
lecture, example and then practice, |
was able to pick up new information
and see itexecuted properly, then have
achance to use it on the court. Specific
lectures on equipment, warm-up
exercises, basic strokes and strategy
were accompanied by audio-visual
techniques and professional exhibition
matches. Participants' forehand and
backhand strokes were videolaped,
reviewed by the pros and discussed
with each participant. Twenty-five
people attended the April session.
Two-thirds that number would have
provided a more ideal
student-to-instructor ratio. Lecture to
court time was about 40/60. The four
days of instruction were wrapped up
with a camp tournament and banquet,

The lecture on racquetball equipment
was particularty useful. Have you ever
wondered; what is the most
appropriate clothing to wear for
racquetball? What kind of shoe is
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safest and wears best? What types of
racquets are there and which is best for
you? What about racquet flexibility and
string tension? Which glove is best —
or wear one at ali? What is the
difference in racquetballs on the
market? What is the proper gnp and
why? Some of these things | had never
thought about. Now | have the
information to make an educated
decision about equipment in terms of
my own needs,

| knew about stretching before playing,
but warming up before stretching? This
is another logical, but until the camp,
never-before-thought-about-
phenomenon, a piece of information
gained. We were shown the proper
kinds of “flexibility drills" and how best
to perform them. Bob Anderson’s book,
Stretching, details further handball/
racquetballtennis stretching exercises.

“But I thought | was doing it ight!" the
lectures on the forehand and backhand
either confirmed or denied for camp
members, their proper or improper grip
and stroke. Although trying, this
lecture/exercise defined the
importance of getting the basic strokes
down, and then allowed us to execute
the stroke under professional
supervision. It was at this point that
each person’s forehand and backhand
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Author with free Leach racque! and five-thme
national champ Charke Brumffeld.

was videotaped. Demonstration films
of proper execution of each stroke and
strategy would have complemented
these lectures beautifully.

| learned that the forehand and
backhand actually become the building
blocks of the game: a sound basic
stroke develops power, consistency
and smoothness. The important facts
communicaled here are that there is a
correct grip, swing, stance and point of
contact which compose a correct
stroke. Changing to a lighter racquet
and being able to see strokes executed
by good players helped tremendously
in getting a feel for the stroke as it
should be performed. At will | can now
replay the strokes in my mind as
demonsirated by the instruclors as a
review aid on my own court. | am
beginning to recognize a good stroke
from a poor one, knowing why it's a
winner or a Inser.

Both the offensive and defensive
stralegy lectures were sources of a
great deal of new information relative 1o
future game improvement. Anyone
who has the discipline to shoot 1000
ceiling balls a day and is five-time
national champ probably has
worthwhile strategy expertise to relate,
which he did through these lectures
(Brumfield). The importance of the
serve as an offensive t0ol, various
kinds of serves and their delivery, the
necessity for a variety of serves and
shots, return of service and typas of
game-play for types of opponents,
were all valuable points to acquire and
utilize later. | believe my thinking about
forming strokes and placing shots, my
movement on the court, has all
improved due 1o these lectures.

Benefits

To summarize, | found the benefits of
this particular racquetball camp to be
two-fold: | acquired sound information
about fundamental techniques of the
game and | witnessed a different
physical and psychological approach
to how the game is played than | had
ever seen before,

Through professional explanation of
what is involved in the make-up of a
stroke or the logic behind court
positioning, | now better understand
how and why | should do what when
playing racquetball. Perhaps equally
valuable is this new sense of
"looseness” | picked up from watching
professional racquetball being played.
Compared to the average hacker, the
pros are incredibly fast — retrieving the
impossible — as well as accurate and
powerful on kill shots. Yet at the same
time there is something else
happening: the execution of shots is
definitely relaxed, postioning
remarkable fluid. The game becomes a
smooth, loose exercise, a beautiful
combination of energy and control,
which must be seen to be assimilated

Through their relaxed and supportive
teaching, by showing their fnendship
and “humanness,” the pros and staff al
the National Racquetball Clinic
succeeded in creating an atmosphere
which is conducive 10 leaming,
remembering and improving,
regardless of individual level of play.
From one who's been there, the Atlas
Racquetball Camp of April 1977 was
not only fun, but worthwhile; my game’
been telling me so. @
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Brumfield Takes

2nd in

World Racquets

Championships

Racquetbal official Torm Rogan poses with compettors in Workd Racquets Champeonship, held May
23 at Homowack Lodge, Spring Glen, N.Y. in the Sulivan County Catsils, and telecast by CBS on

May 29. Lolt to nght,

Bovg, tennis; Flernming Dells, badrminton; Rogan. Charies Brumbeid,

racquetball Dan Seemiligr, table tennis; and Shard Khan, squash. Khan won the event

Nesutta

Squaah (Semb tmals) Beumtieds @ Senester 155 Borgo Dety
159, (Fisala): Brumiedd @ Borg 154

Dagmistonm (Semi-Ninals): Dovg ¢ Deumbast 150 whon &
Seomiier 152 (Finats) Kran 0 Tvumbod 158

Racquettad (Semi-Ninals) wnan @ Defy 202 Borg o
Seamdwr 2114 (Pinals): Khan @ Seemder 21 4

Tennis (Semidinals) Dets 0 Beumdaia 61 Knan d Beandar
§1 (Fmaha) Kran ¢ Oy 6.0

Toble Tonnis (Sombfinats): Borg @ Brumtoss 21 11 ¥ron g
Doty 295, (Meals): Bom & Knas 2118

Former National Champion Charlie
Brumfield captured second place in the
first annual World Racquets
Championships May 23 in Spring Glen,
New York. The winner was world
squash champion Shanf Khan,

The competition, in which the
champions of five racquet sports
(racquetball, tennis, badminton, lable
tennis and squash) played the four
sporis not their own, was televised
nationally by CBS-TV

Khan, a 32-year-0ld native of Pakistan,
now residing in Toronto won three of

the four events in which he competed,

collecling 27 points, far outdistancing
Brumfield and tennis star Bjorn Borg,
who tied with 11

Brumfield was awarded second place
over Borg because he defeated the
Wimbledon winner in two of the three
events in which they met

Khan received $15,000 for his victory,
Brumfiek! $6,500 and Borg $5,000 in
addition 1o his $25,000 appearance
lee

Also competing were Flemming Delfs,
of Denmark. the world Badminton tithst
and Dan Seemiller, of Pitisburgh, the
U.S. Table Tennis champion. They
scored three points each and shared
$4.250

Brumfield won the squash competition,
in which Khan was ineligible, and Borg
won the table tennis

The tournamenlt was sponsored by

Vitahs. o
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Hogan’s 142 Mph
Leads Seamco
Ball Test

Hogan vs. the Seamco rader gun.
Racquetball's hardest hitter at 142 mp.h.

60 JuLY

Marty Hogan went up against a radar
gun this past April, a radar gun
provided by the Seamco Sporting
Goods Company, the official ball
manufacturer for both the U.S.
Racquetball Association and National
Racquetball Club.

Hogan, who along with a dozen other
professional players, tested a number
of Seamco balls, as that firm continues
10 seek out player in-put in the
evolution of a supernor product.

What Hogan did confirmed
everybody's feelings and then some.
The 19-year-old number one ranked

professional blasted the ball 142 miles
per hour, by far the hardest of anybody
tested,

“The next hardest was 106 m.p.h.,”
said Chuck Leve, the US RA.'s
national director who watched the
testing. “'We all knew Marty could hit,
but 142 is amazing.”

And many who watched Marty and the
radar gun are convinced the youngster
really didn't give it his best shot. He was
tested just prior to his championship
malch with Charlie Brumfield (97
m.p.h.), and many thought he heid
back.




Charfie Brumfiels jbes with the Seamco tester,

The Brum cowldn't broak the
100 m p.h. barrier

-Photos by Lawrence Mackie

The testing procedure was monitored
by Seamco personnel including
president Al Mackie and national sales
manager Bob Coate. Also on hand
were vice president of finance Fred
Buchholz, William Birdson, director of
quality conltrol, and regional sales
manager Art Orloski.

Additionally, a staff of experts from
Georgla Tech University, headed by
Dr. John T. Bermry conducted the
tasting.

“We can conduct laboratory tesls all
day,"” said Coate 1o the group of
testers. “But what counts is how the
balls perform in play.” @

Kathy Wiltams discusses the testing
procedure with an interviower,
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. Are You Building New Squash, Handball, Racquetball and
Paddleball Courts? Revamping or Repairing Your Old Ones?

NEVER A FAILURE!

OUR P-62 HI-DENSITY LAMINATED PLASTIC PANEL SYSTEM
COMES WITH OUR FAMOUS DOUBLE GUARANTEE!

LOWER MAINTENANCE COSTS
No Cracking or Chipping and No Painting Ever. A
Mild Soap and Water Cleaning is All That is Ever
Needed. No Wall Sweating.

A Total Count Package for Every Heed!
For Further Details Call or Write:

—

 WE PUT ITALL

WORLD COURTS,INC.
T 554 MAIN STREET, DEPT. NR us.//
S. WEYMOUTH, MASS. 02190 RITSUM
® Phone (6'7) 337-0082 PLASTICSC‘}




COURT CLUBS

Computer Billing For
Court Clubs

The Racquetball/Handball industry
has, over the years, grown
progressively more and more complex
and competitive, a development which
often necessitates the utilization by the
club of computerized management
systems. These systems can provide
thorough and more accessible
information for the club while
expediting and simplifying the
bookkeeping procedures. The key
word here is information; concise,
timely and accurate information. We
would like to focus the attention of this
article on service bureaus who provide
a broad spectrum of computerized
services for the club, while precluding
the necessity of extra bookkeeping
personnel.

Depending on the informational and
managerial needs of the individual
clubs and the specific service bureau
chosen, a computerized approach can
be utikized for any size club at any
period of development or operation. A
primary area of club bookkeeping that
lends itself to computerization 1s
accounts receivable management
Centainly clubs can choose 10
automate general ledger, P & L,
payables, payroil, and inventory
control. In the interest of simplicity, we
are going to limit our discussion in this
article 1o computerized accounts
receivable management

Accounts Receivable

There are a myrniad of service bureaus
nationwide that offer accounts
receivable services. There are,
however, only a few who offer
“specialized” services specifically
designed for racquetball/handball
accounts receivable management.

In light of the fact that it would be
impossible in the lime and space
alloted to deal with every approach and
nuance, we will discuss one approach,
Racquetball CHARGE Systems with
PCB (permanent court-time
billing)/offered by the Louis Zahn Data
Service Corp. who specialize in
racquet sports accounting

management, and in our opinion offers
the best systems we have seen for the
clubs,

Both the Racquetball CHARGE
Systems/PCB* "batch card” approach
and the "Total Electronic
Administrative Management”
approach utilizing a point of sale
electronic register provide the club with
court scheduling reports, and handle
league, membership billings, and
renewals as well as all other accounts
receivable needs.

At this juncture it might be worthwhiie
for purposes of clarification 10 briefly
define the "batch card” system and the
point of sale electronic register
{terminal) approach. With the “batch
card” approach, one copy of the sales
ticket is sent to the service bureau for
processing. With the register approach
the service bureau processes from the
internal paper journal tape generated
from the register.

Starting

Al the outsel, the club provides the
service bureau with a list of all
members (billing heads) who have
charge privileges with the club, This list
is keypunched and verified and
returned 1o the club for ultimate
approval. Once the approved name
lists are returned, the service bureau
generates optional plastic member
cards. These cards are kept in the club
alphabetically in a standard Rolodex
file. The plastic cards are compatible
with a 3-part transaction form and an
Addressograph imprinter. The
ransaction tickets are universal in
function, Any bookkeeping transaction
is handled by the transaction tickets, be
it charge, cash, credit, payment or
adustment, merely by Xing the
appropriate box on the ticket. The
plastic cards maintained at the desk
level provide security for the clubs and
their members, while eliminating
transpositional and other input errors,
definitely associated with manual or
pegboard systems,

Some clubs prefer amember held card
which takes into account promotional
priorities. However, the internal cards
are recommended as they are less
costly and do not necessitate
expiration or loss considerations. In
that they are internal, they are
inexpensive. Paper cards can also be
substituted and information hand
written, Since the terminal approach
bypasses writing up sales tickets, the
plastic cards are replaced with
computer generated paper Rolodex
cards reflecting member |D, phone
number, type of membership,
permanent court time and past due
balance information.

Day To Day Operations

When your member comes into the
club to purchase court time, lessons,
pro shop items, etc., the plastic card
and 3-part transaction form is used.
The staff member Xes acharge boxon
the ticket, initials the appopriate area
for internal control, and codes or
describes the purchase. The process is
quite simple. The top copy will be filed
at the end of the day. The middie copy
is given to the member as a receipl.
The third is sent to the service bureau
weekly. Preferably, the member has
been asked to sign the ticket! For those
clubs who wish to utilize their own sales
slips, the procedure is similar. The
service bureau can also use your sales
siip 10 keypunch from. For those ciubs
wishing to utilize point of sale electronic
registers, the service bureau, as
indicated, will keypunch {rom the paper
transaction journal tapes produced by
the register. Furthermore, the service
bureau will thoroughly assist you in
choice of register and implementation,

With the register format total cash and
charge accountability is provided. All
transactions are electronicaily
recorded with an account receipt
generated by the register. Backup
register documentation of all
transactions is instantly generated for
office use, as are transaction summary
listings for expeditious day's end
balancing.
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Through program control and register
guided entry, information is entered
into the register accurately and simply
by all personnel, with minimal training.
Separate register tolals (dollars and
units) are provided for all sales
classifications at any time. A security
code control is employed by the
machine to prevent unauthorized
access to confidential information.

The club may lease the electronic
register from the service bureau. They
are then given the option of upgrading
equipment, if they should ever feel it
necessary due to technological
advancements in this area.

End Of Day

At day's end, or the morning of the
following day if it proves more
convenient, the bookkeeping person
files the top copy of the 3-part form
numerically by account number or
alphabetically, if so desired. The hard
third copies are separated by type of
transaction (charge, payment, credi,
elc.). An adding machine tape is run on
the final ticket totals and wrapped
around the batch. The batch totals are
posted to a control shaet which is kept
by the club. The batch of tickels are
mailed to the Data Cenler weekly in
custom corrugated shipping boxes to
insure security, safety and timely
delivery. If the club has chosen a point
of sale register format, it is not
necessary to have this balching
process as all information is picked up
from the paper journal register tape.
Once the service bureau receives the
club activity, the rest of the process is
automated. In-club work is minimal as
opposed 10 a more time consuming
manual approach such as a pegboard

ledger system.
At the Service Bureau

The service bureau submits the tickets
or journal tape to their keypunch
depanment personnel where they are
keypunched and then keypunch
verified. They are then fed to the
computer where totals are generated.
If there are any discrepancies between
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the computer totals and the club
entries, the batches are submitted to
the control area where any errors are
corrected by the service bureau.

Anarithmetic check is also provided for
those tickets that have been added
incorrectly by the club, checks and
balances unavailable with manual
systems. Once the control work and
balancing have been completed, the
service bureau then generates
descriptive statements (at monthly
billing time), Most service bureaus do
not perform these auditing and
balancing functions. The club must
ultimately correct their own errors,
which means extra work at the club
level,

The statements are stuffed into a
statement envelope electronically and
optically scanned for accurate
insertion. This service bureau
electronically combines a customized
computer-imprinted payment card
pre-addressed to the club and a return
payment envelope for the members'
convenience. This is a definite plus of
the computerized approach. Most
other service bureaus have a
perforated statement for payment
remittal with no return envelope. At this
noint, the hard signed proof of
purchase copies of the 3-part ticket can
also be electronically combined with
the statement and payment card to
substantiate the descriptive entries on
the statement, for those clubs using the
balch system. If the club has any
stuffers, such as newletters or fliers
these 100 are inserted into the
statement mailer.

Now, with the advantages of
computerization, the statements have
been expeditiously mailed soon after
date of receipl. Mos! service bureaus
have the clubs do their own mailing. A
mailing service would prove a valuable
option in the interest of ime and
accuracy. The burdensome in-club

manual task of stuffing and posting
associated with manual systems is
eliminated by the automated process.

Informational Reports For The Club

In advance of the arrival of the
statement mailers to the members, the
club receives their computer reports.
These reports centainly differ from one
service bureau to another. As stated
initially, the following applies to one
specific service bureau format:

The firstreport is a Name List produced
in triplicate and constantly updated.
This report tells the club which
members currently have charge
privileges with them, The Name Lists,
are formatted alphabetically with
member name and type of
membership, address, city and state,
zip code and phone number. This
particular service bureau additionally
gives the club the capability of
individualizing each member's
account, A given member can be
automatically exempled from service
charges, dunning messages and
mailing. The Name List also gives this
detail by member. An additional new
member report is also provided.

Certainly one of the most important
informational reports is the Account
Aging Analysis. This one is
color-coded and alphabetically or
numerically lists all members who owe
money or have a credit balance. The
club has instantaneous access 10 thig
valuable information. The Account
Aging Analysis shows how much is
owed, what portion is current, 30-60-90
days past due, and if it should occur,
how much over 90 days. The club car,
easily see when and how much the
member last paid and what his
year-to-date purchases have been.
Additionally, this report indicates wher,
the member last used the club's
services. This report is of ultimate
importance and eliminates the
laborious search through pegboard
manual ledger sheels.

At the bottom of the repon are totalg
and percentages by aging category



(total, current, 30-60-90 days and over
90). For example, a club with 72% of its
money in total and current is obviously
doing better from a collection
standpoint than a club with 47% in total
and current. Problem areas are
therefore flagged to the advantage of
the club.

A supplemental “Hot Sheet” Aging
Report can also be obtained. This
isolates late pay members for added
convenience and control. (i.e. 60 days
and over or 60 & 90 days and over),

In addition to the Name Lists and Aging
Analysis, the club receives a Business
Analysis Report. This is a categorical
breakdown of the club’s sales,
reflecting charges and cash. The club
selects the categories it wants
evaluated, such as membership sales,
court-time sales, pro shop purchases,
lessons, guest fees, bar & lounge
sales, etc. A club can see how many
units of racquets were sold less
returns, net sales and average unit
price. This information is almost
impossible to obtain with manual
systems,

The club will finally receive a bound
booklet of duplicates of all statements
generated. Included is an accounting
recap page, indicating balance
forward, sales, payments, credits,
adjustments, balance due, etc. An
additional page tells the club how many
statements were exempted from
mailing by category, such as -0-
balances, credit balances, balances
under $1.00, and 90 days and over.
These choices are predetermined by
each club and automatically handled
by the service bureau.

Members who were late payers had a
reminder message automatically
printed on the statement at club
selectad Intervals. Informational or
promotional messages were also
printed on the statements by the
computer,

Specialized Reports:

Aswe stated at the outset of the article,
there are some specialized courn
scheduling reports that are made
available to the clubs. For those of you
who bill permanent court-time, the
following may be of interest.

Permanent Court-time Billing is a
universal headache, but fortunately
there Is a tremendous overlap in
requireaments that lends itself to
specialized computerization, Most
clubs have a season of predetermined
duration (34 weeks approximately) and
bill permanent court-time twice.
Although this is common, the
automated permanent court-time
billing program and reports we will
explore are flexible enough to be
compatible with any formal. The
company we have been discussing
offers an automated permanent
court-time billing format, which
bypasses mathematical involvemnent
on the club level. The club does not
have o calculate how much each
member owes, based on what portion
of the court-time he or she will pay.
Furthermore, the club can do away with
the "captain system™ of billing one
person for the whole court-time. due to
the automation process. This is
certainly a promotional plus in that one
member does not function as a
collection agent as with manual
pegboard approaches,

For the sake of simplicity again, let us
take a look at a typical permanent
court-time billing. The club has a 34
week contractual season and bills
court-time in October and January. The
service bureau will calculate the
correct dollar figures, by member, and
integrate them into the October and
January statement with the permanent

time information. The member is told
how much the total court-time is, what
is his portion, and how much that is,
The member is also told how many
weeks he is being billed for and when
and how long he plays. Multiple times
are also printed, The club receives
court scheduling reports by court and
by day. Open time not pre-sold is
flagged.

A complete Permanent Court-time
Overview Report is also provided with
detailed information by member.
These reports are supplied as prool
reports in advance of the billing. Any
club mistakes are flagged by the
computer. When the actual statements
are mailed, the linalized repons are
given. This is a definite plus. There are
inherent problems in the best manual
approaches. Inthis case, the computer
is checking the accuracy of input. As an
adjunct to permanent time, the
statements printed can aiso reflect
league information.

A monthly court schedule can also be
utilized as a desk level work sheet. The
computer flags all committed
court-time allowing the club to post the
open time sales as they occur.

Summary

Clubs can certainly profit by utilizing
cerlain specialized computerized
approaches. The controls and
professionalism can definitely aid the
club and its members. When choosing
a service bureau, use the utmost
caution. Choose a service bureau with
an established record of excellence in
the racquet sports/handball field.
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BLUE ASH, OHIO

Anist's rendecing of the new Pal Matson's Racquetbaliihandbal Finess World, to be opening soov in the Cincinnall area.

.'/
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Pat Matson's new
Racquetball-Nautilus Club will offer a
variety of Individua! and family oriented
recreational and filness activities not
available elsewhere under one roof in
Greater Cincinnati. Included are fitness
programs tailored for individual taste
and in accordance with personal
physical condition.

Racquetball is the faslest growing
racquet sport in America today. Men
and women of all age groups find
playing racquetball is fun and provides
a really good means for year-round
physical activity, Racquetball coupled
with a time-proven Naulilus program
provides a physical fitness package.

The new Pat Matson Club will initially
have 10 racquetball courts (also

L

suitable for handball). Areais avallable
for six additional courts to be added at a
later date. All courts will have
glass-enclosed viewing decks. One
special tournament court will have a
glass front. Projected tournaments will
be playad on this coun

The club's master plan provides for
development of other activities, such
as jogging, deck tennis and swimming.

A well-planned Nautilus Program and
enjoyable racquetball play provide
means to quickly reach a good physical
fitness level, and maintam it

Pat Matson's new club will be much
more than just a place 1o work outin. In
addition to complete men's and

-
po—

women's locker facilities, the club wil
have:

¢ A lounge and snack bar

e Card and business ounges

e Saunas

e Sun booths

o Whirlpool

e Pro shop

Charter membership applications for
PatMatson’s Racquetball and Nautilus
Fitness Club are now being accepted
The membership lees for a
Racquetball-Nautilus Membership or a
Racquetball Membership are
surprisingly reasonable. Call 851-8600
for complete details

MASSILLON, OHIO

Groundbreaking ceremonies 100k
place May 12, on the first court club
facility in the Canton, Ohio area. The
Glove and Racquet will cater to fitness
conscious adulls with programs that
include family activities.

The Glove and Racquet will fzature 10
courts, four of which have glass back
walls for tournament piay, 18 lap to the
mile running track, plus ample locker
rooms housing saunas, steam rooms
and jacuzzies. The 15,000 square fest
facility will house a lower level lounge
for viewing pius the upper level game
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room and pub area. The traditional pro
shop will stock top line equipment and
apparel promoting the Glove and
Racquet Club,

Partners in the $150,000 venlure are
Charles and Walter Parks, and Jerry
Anderson. All three partners
expressed the need 10 provide a social
facility that makes fitness a year round
enjoyable task. The club will meet the
growing demand for racquetball plus
help develop junior programs for
handball hopefuls,

Qakes construction acted as the

general contractor and the firm of
Mallalieu, Ross, Roberts and Doll
designed the building from sketches
provided by the general pariners,

Projected grand opening will be
September 15 with a kickoff party for all
charter members

For membership and club
reciprocation information write: The
Glove and Racquet, 3855 Wales Rd.
N.W., Massilion, Ohio 44646.




VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA

The Center Courts, a 16,500 square
foot racquetball and handball sports
complex, is under construction at 8141
Orion Avenue, Van Nuys, one block
east of Roscoe and the San Diego
Freeway.

Upon completion in July, The Center
Courts will feature 12 regulation
air-conditioned racquetball-handball
courts, four of which will be glass
exhibition courts, a lounge with
backgammon and other games,
complete pro shop with equipment for
rent or sale, men’s and women's locker

s
!
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rooms with saunas, childrens play area
and an outdoor cced jacuzzi.

Introductory membership fees have
been set at $18 for individuals and $24
for families for the balance of 1977. An
hourly court rental fee also will be
charged. Members may reserve court
time up 1o 7 days in advance. Hours
open 1o the public will be 6:30 a.m. 1o
11:00 p.m. Monday through Friday,
and 8:00 am. to 8:30 p.m, weekends.
Permanent court time reservations,
assuring a court at the same time each

10 Van Nuys' Honorary Mayor, Claire Courtney, and Miss Van Nuys, Ronna Rolins,

week for a 26 week period will also be
available.

Both individual and group lessons will
be given and a special women's round
robin will be held every Thursday
morning.

Members joining the Center Courts,
Van Nuys, will also have full member
privileges at The Center Courts, West
L.A., which has 11 courts, located at
11866 La Grange Avenue, West LA,
For mare information, call (213):
826-6648.

v

Cantor Courts owners Gary Gulletto, on the left, and Mike MeClelland show the new Cantar Courts complex undar consiruction at 8141 Orion, Van Nuys,
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GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN

The Riverview Racquet Club located at
4940 Plainfield Avenue, Grand Rapids,
Michigan is Western Michigan's
newest and finest tennis-racquetball
and fitness center. This $1.2 million
dollar facility will open in September of
this year. Riverview Racquet Club will
provide complete exercise, recreation,
and sports for both men and women in
an atmosphere of luxury. A great place
for a before-work game of tennis or
racquetball, lunch-time workout in the
exercise and weightroom, or a moment
of relaxation in the sauna or whirlpool.
Riverview Racquet Clubincorporates a
total program of recreation and
physical fitness.

The club facility provides 10 regulation
racquetball, handball, and paddieball
courts and six “elasta-turl” tennis
courts. The club has been designed
with large spectator areas for tennis
and racquetball viewing. Not only is a
gallery and ground-level viewing
available, but in addition the club has
two glassed back walls for lounge and
tournament viewing of racquetball.
Air-conditioned racquetball courts,
lounge, and locker areas provide for
year around comfort and enjoyment,

The new club has been designed with a
spacious exercise and weight room
complete with a Universal weight
machine. In addiition, an exercise room
exclusively for women has been
included in the woemen's locker room,
Each spacious, carpeled locker room
is composed of individual, private

shower stalls and separate
Scandinavian saunas and whirlpool
baths. Each locker room will be
equipped with personal grooming aids
for one’s convenience.

Many extra features, providing a total
environment of comion, relaxation,
and sociability, have been included in
the special design of this new facility.
Some of the extra features include a
television viewing area, and
convenient game areas. A deluxe
kitchenette facility is available for group
parties, For business, personal, and
church groups a conference-meeting
room is available for members’ use.
For the convenience of the members of
the club, a large, professionally stafied,
well-equipped nursery is provided for
children. A large Pro Shop, with a
complete line of equipment and
sportswear, is an additional asset 10
the club. Professional service from
lennis and racquetball experts,
exercise instructors, and a totally
competent and committed staff will
inevitably make Riverview Racque!
Club a new dimension in the concept of
recreation.

The club will provide prolessional
tennis-racquetball lessons on both a
private and group basts. Special
events for members as well as
tournaments and exhibition malches
will be a regular part of the club
programming. For its members’
convenience, the club will be open 365
days a year.
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A new factor in the Midwest racquetball
facilities picture is Court Players Club,
Inc., Southtield, Mich. — and it will
eventually be a national factor,

By the end of this year — less than 15
months after it opened its first club —
Court Players expects to be the largest
group operation in racquetball. It will
have a minimum of 11 clubs in six
outstate Michigan cities and three in
Ohio. Its 1otal of 125 courts will be
double the largest known present
group.

By the end of 1978, itexpectsio have a
minimum of 22 clubs in several
Midwest states and Florida, with a total
of al least 290 courts.

Longer-term, Court Players plans to
expand nationwide, Its ultimate goal,
says chairman Craig Hall, is to become
“the McDonald's of racquetball.”

Membership in any Court Players club
will command gues! privileges at any
other club in the chain

The first two Court Players clubs have
enjoyed immediate huge acceptance
The Ann Arbor club which opened
October 15, 1976, had 2000 full-paid
members and over 70 percent court
usage five months later. The
Kalamazoo club, which opened
Febeuary 12, 1977, achieved those
numbers in less than eight weeks.

The other clubs building this year
include one more in Kalamazoo, two in
Lansing, and one each in Belleville,
Flint and Saginaw — all in Michigan —
and at least one each in Cleveland,
Dayton and Canton, Ohio.

The basic club design was developed
from an attitude survey of Ann
Arbor-area residents. This includes
separate saunas in men’'s and
women's locker rooms; extra-large
day-nursery facilities, glass-walled
courts, luxury touches in the women's
locker room and facilities for private



parties. Other facilities in the Court Sk
Players module include weight and bt e T —
exercise rooms, whirlpools, lounges, g — :

refreshment areas and pro shops. The
number of courts ranges from 1010 15.

In operation, the clubs provide
permanent court time, lessons, :
ladders, leagues and club and private e W T

parties to accommodate players of all = e —
ages and abilities. The nursery is
staffed by college students with an
education maijor.

Compiete information and literature
about all clubs now operating or
?penigg tgg‘ year cr;nay be obtained
rom Gil Schmitt, Court Players Club  The standard Court Player's Ciub as seen through the eyes of the rendering artist
Corporation, 11550 Beckley Road, s e
#103, Belleville, Mich. 48111, Phone
(313) 697-6600.
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HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIFORNIA

-~

A reception for members and invited
guests formally opened Racquetfun,
Inc., a luxurious new private
racquetball club in Huntington Beach
recently.

The three-quarters of a million dollar
facility has 10 air conditioned
racquetball courts, a spacious lounge
and a fully-statfed child care center
with indoor and outdoor play areas for
youngsters through seven years of
age,

The already highly successful club has
more than 1300 members and
applications are still coming in at a
rapid rate. New members are presently
being accepted on a provisional basis
only to assure that facilities remain
uncrowded, Court time is usually
available even at noon time weekdays
when courts at other clubs are often
unavailable. Racquetfun intends to
keep memberships in numbers that
permit nearly full-time access to courts.

Members of the private club may
participate in many active programs
including clinics, tournaments and
league play. Private and group
instruction is available.

“Families can play racquetball
together because it's so easy tolearn,”
says George (Bud) Godfrey, head of
Racquetfun, Inc. “The age, sex or
athletic skill of a player makes little
difference in the enjoyment of the
sport.” _

The modest membership fee allows a
family unlimited play and use of all the
other clubhouse activities. Mothers
may play racquetball during the day
while their children are supervised in
the play areas.

GLASS WALL on Racquetiun, Inc. court aliows Spectalors 10 view Other players close-up. According
fo manager Mol Amerman, players gain confidence by seeing that more experienced players
technigues are not 100 far out of reach) of even a novice. Heve Bryan Hardwick warms up for a malch
while spectators walch through the transparent wal.,

The first of what will be a series of
private clubs, the Huntington Beach
Racquetfun, Inc. is managed by Mel
Amerman, a long time
racquetball/handball player and
official.

“This is a beautiful club,” says
Amerman. ‘It has the atmosphere of
an exclusive club and, because
membership is limited, at no time has it
been overcrowded.

“"One of the 10 courts is glass-walied
for viewing games from the spectator
lounge. It's a real confidence-maker
for lledgling players as it provides
them an opportunily to compare their
skill to others and often, unlike tennis,
beginners quickly find they can

compete with players having much
more experience."”

The carpeted locker rooms include
saunas and whirlpool baths, overnight
laundry service and rental lockers.
There is a refreshment stand near the
spectator lounge,

Located at Brookhurst Avenue and
Hamilton Street, Racquetfun, Inc. is
open Monday through Friday from 6
a.m, to midnight, from8a.m.to 11 p.m,
on Saturday and 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. on
Sunday. Individual memberships are
from $50, and Family memberships
from $65. There are no monthly dues
Additional information on Racquetfun,
Inc. may be obtained by calling (714)
963-0864.

Specilications on our "Laytite”
Court Floor System
for

PO BOxBa7

Racquetball — Handball — Squash

iy CONNOR

Since 1872 — Manufacturers of

The Finest in Hard Maple Floors

Specializing in Sports Floor Construction
Contact us for Engineering Data and

FOREST INDUSTRIES
WAUSAU, WISCONSIN 54301




ORLANDO, FLORIDA

The Racquet Bad, Orlando, Fiovida, now under construction,

THE RACQUET BALL, Orlando’s first
and Florida's finest racquetball and
fitness club for men and women, will be
located near I-4 and Lee Road on
Adanson Street in Orlando.
Construction was begun on the new
facility April 4, with completion
expected this summer.

THE RACQUET BALL is entered
through an open atrium area that is
abundantly landscaped with lush
greenery and bright flowers, into a
two-story reception lobby. The feeling
of space and color is carried
throughout the entire club.

A richly appointed social lounge
complete with game tables, theatre TV
system and a health food bar affords
members the luxury of total relaxation
within a warm environment to share
with friends for an enjoyable time day
or avening.

THE RACQUET BALL is a 20,000
square foot facility containing eight
racquetball’handball courts, a
glass-walled exhibition court with a
viewing gallery, a pro shop, and
individual health spas, and separate
conditioning facilities for both men and
women. The separate conditioning
facilities will include the finest excerise
equipment available designed to
improve all aspects of physical
conditioning and physical
development. Spa facilities include
steam rooms, saunas, therapy pools,
showers and richly appointed locker
and dressing rooms.
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A physical fitness expert will be
available to help plan and design
conditioning programs that are
compatible with each member's
physical condition, personal endur-
ance and stamina.

Bob Burke of Lewis & Burke
Associates, one of Orlando’s leading
architects and the designer of the Club,
traveled extensively throughout the
West and Southwes! touring
sports-related facilites including
luxurious golf and tennis clubs. Lewis &
Burke have designed THE RACQUET
BALL to be the ultimate Club
environment for a racquetbail and
fitness club.

“Many clubs of this type are stark and
unfriendly,” stated Tom Lewis. “We
have designed THE RACQUET BALL
facilities with an abundance of interfor
landscaping, lighting, colorful
exercise and conditioning rooms and
other rich interior appoiniments,
including super graphics and views of
tournarment courts and plush
carpeting in lounges and locker
rooms," continued Lewis.

Special programs for women are being
developed at THE RACQUET BALL
designed for tigure refining and control,
flexibility and general coordination and
fitnass. A fully supervised children’s
play area will aiso be available,

The developers, Duke Burris and Pele
Hegener, have been builkding and
developing single family homes and
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condominiums in Orlando since 1973.
“We are building THE RACQUET
BALL large enough to meet the
demand in Orlando,” said Burris, “and
are expanding the Club to include
exercise and conditioning facilities
and a luxurious club house to give
members a8 well-rounded Club that
can be enfoyed on a frequent basis,”
said Burris. There is a significant social
aspect of sport clubs not usually
associated with racquetball clubs. Men
and women in the community who want
their social activities to stem from
healthy sport-related events such as
tennis, will find the same spirit and
atmosphere at THE RACQUET BALL
without the high price and social
demands of joining.

For information about joining THE
RACQUET BALL call (305) 862-5989.
THE RACQUET BALL offers individual
and family memberships as well as
corporate and group membership
programs. Family memberships are
$350.000 with monthly dues of $35.00.
Individual memberships are $225.00
with monthly dues of $25.00 and
corporate membership fees are
$450.00 with monthly dues of $25.00.
There are no court fees. A limited
number of pre-opening memberships
are avallable at a substantial discount.
Club hours will be as follows: Monday
through Thursday, 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.;
Friday and Saturday from 7 am. to 12
p.m.; and Sunday from 10 am. 10 6

p.m
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FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA

The Skyline Racquet and Health Club,
(see rendering) now under
construction in Skyline City at Bailey's
Crossroads (just 4 miles south of
Washington, D.C.) and scheduled to
open for play this fall, will be one of the
largest racquetballitennis facilities in
the area. The unique ciub, one of the
few facilities in the entire country
located on top of a complete shopping
center, will also be one of the only clubs
in the Washington area to combine a
racquet club with a fully equipped,
professionally run heaith ciub and
indoor pool. Charter memberships and
court time are now being sold, and
initial response to the membership
drive has been very enthusiastic.

Two types of memberships are
available: Racquet Club membership,
and total Racquet and Health club
membership.

Racquet Club membership will offer
seven indoor tennis courts and four
racquetbal’handball courts with glass
back walls for viewing. There will be
extra space (17 fi.) between tennis
courts, and skylights to brighten the
courts during the day. There will be
extensive lesson and chinic programs
for both tennis and racquetball. A
special classroom will include both
movie and videotape equipment.
There will be a private viewing lounge
for the racquetball/handball courts and
a large party lounge which includes a
fully equipped kitchen and serving bar
which can be divided into two separate
party rooms. Men's and women's
locker rooms will have saunas, steam
rooms, sun rooms and masseuwrs and
masseuses on duty, There will also be
a supervised nursery, free of charge,
and a pro shop-boutigue.

Total Racquet and Health club
membership will include all of the
above Racquet Club facilities, plus a
supervised equipment room and a
large exercise hall. Members will be
offered a variety of classes, including
slimnastics, yoga, exercise, and
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modern dancing. There will be a
25-meter, year round indoor pool and a
large whirlpool. Special social events
will also be offered.

Prices for the Racquet Club and total
Racquet Club and Health Club
memberships are very competitive with
other clubs in the Washington area.

Memberships and court times are
being sold now in the Racquet and
Health Club sales office in Skyline City.
Athree-dimensional scale model of the
Racquet and Health Club is on display
in the sales office. The office is open
everyday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Phone
703-820-4100.

Viable Enterprise

New Seminar

312 272-4508

THE FASTEST
GROWING BUSINESS
INTERNATIONALLY ...

Handball/Racquetball Court Clubs
One-Day Regional Seminars Covering All
Aspects Of This Tremendously

Now available-Needed'‘Tools"

Report Booklet — $10 (]
40-Minute Tape Cassette —

Feasibility of Court Clubs
— $10 O

Further details, mail to:

Mort Leve, Executive Director,
Court Club Enterprises
360 Park Drive, Northbrook, IL 60062

July 23 — Seattle
Seattle Downtown
Hilton Hotel

July 30 — Philadelphia
Alrport Hilton

Sept. 17—Boston
Oct. 8—Atlanta

Oct. 29—Phoenix
Nov. 12—Dallas
Dec. 3—Los Angeles




FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA

Key paople at the Supreme Courts Sport Centor in FL. Lauderdale, Fiorda are (1. to r.); Barry Gelber, owner; Steve Lubarsky, general manager, Sabra
Hadaway, director of membership services; John Hadaway, managor.

The Supreme Court Sports Center has
purchased the F1. Lauderdale Handball
& Racquetball Ciub and major reno-
vation and construction is presently
under way.

The goal of this club, as with all
Supreme Courts, states owner Barry
Gelber "will be to provide our
members with the finest possible total
club.” We will accomplish this goal in a

Special 1 Day Seminar

Conducted by Court Club
Enterprises, August 27th at
Steamboat Springs, Colorado's
famous Storm Meadows Athletic
Ciub. For full details contact: Mort
Leve, Court Club Enterprises,
360 Park Dr., Northbrook, IL
80062 or call 312-272-4508.

three-fold program: (1) provide a
friendly, responsive and professional
staff (2) offer the finest amenities and
membership services and (3) kmit the
size of the membership so as 1o
provide ampie court availability 10 all
members.

The club will offer nine regulation
courts, separate Mens and Womens
locker rooms with whirlpool, rock
sauna, slteam room a complete snack
bar and pro-shop, a stalfed nursery,
Iwo exercise rooms with modern
weight training ewuipment and three
separate lounge areas for viewing the
four glass-walled courts.

The management positions recently
announced are Steve Lubarsky -
General Manager, John Hadaway -
Manager, and Sabra Hadaway -
Director of Membership Services

The charter membership program is
currently in full swing, with six of the
courts presently in operation. Lubarsky
states "We are presently offering one
of the finest and most varied
membership programs in the country.
Qur members may (1) chose a
program tailored to their individual
needs, (2) may attend professional
clinics and receive private lessons free
of charge. All of this is being offered at
low charter rates.

For membership information, please
contact The Supreme Court Sports
Ceanter, 5065 N.E. 13 Ave., FL.
Lauderdale, FL. 33334 or call (305)
491-2255,
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CINCINNATI, OHIO

The final plans for the construction ot a
racquetballhandball club in North
College Hill were released by Glenn B.
Jeffers, Jr., Community Builders, a
Cincinnati-based real estate
development company. The new
facility, to be named Wallbangers, (see
rendering) will be located on Goodman
Avenue, near the intersection of
Hamilton Avenue and Galbraith Road,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45224.

Plans include construction of ten
racquetbalihandball courts, lounge,
snack bar, locker and sauna facilities,
as well as a pro-shop, and nursery.
Four of the courts will feature full glass
back walls facing the lounge area,
providing spectators with the unique
opportunity 1o observe play on these
courts,

The construction of the building will be
total pre-cast, with a brick front. The

entrance will be highlighted with a 40
foot bronze curtain wall, The interior
decor is being designed by Greiwe
Group I, Cincinnati’s outstanding
Interior designer. The four glass back
walled courts will be the firstinstallation
of glass courts in Cincinnati.

Construction of the club will begin the

Sorry We
Forgot You

Below is an additional list of racquetball
facilities that we unintentionally
ommitted from the Directory of Court
Clubs published in the March issue

first part of June, with completion
schedules for sometime in early fall of
this year. Information concerning
membership can be obtained by calling
Deborah Gehres, Membership
Director, Community Builders, at (513)
563-4050.

90 Tayior St.
Manchester, CT 06040

Court House East
2655 29th St
Grand Rapids, Ml 49508

Sports 'n Health
1020 Old Country Rd.
Westbury, NY 11590

Courts Royal
4700 Thalbro St.
Richmond, VA 23230

Courts Royal North
11650 Nebel St.
Rockville, MD 20852

Superior Courts of Manchester

The Supreme Court R.8. Club
1130 Alberni St
Vancouver, B.C., Canada

Tom Young Spas & Court Club
2250 Wyoming N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87112

Charleston Heights R.B. Club
740 S. Dacatur Blivd.
Las Vegas, NV 89107

Racquet World
U.S. Hwy. 9
Lakewood, NJ 08701

Olympia Heailth Club
8701 Highway 59 T
Fort Smith, AR 72901

Off The Wall Racquetball
3100 Industrial Bivd.
Bethel Park, PA 15102

Waest Shore Health Club
107 St. Johns Rd.
Camp Hill, PA 17011

The Cilub House
Box 128
Ketchum, ID 83340

The Courthouse
7211 Colonial
Boise, 1D 83705

Idaho Falis Racquet club
1710 E. 16th St
Idaho Falls, 1D 83401
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It we have omitted your club from our
Directory, please drop us a line so we
can publish the club’s name and
address for all the racquetball world to
see,. Thal's National Racquetball,
4101 Dempster St,, Skokie, IL 60076.




D can proviie as
abions that can be
Same Limea. in only 300
athletes in other ) rely or
ment achiove e oplimum

I has more 10 olfer
A Universal physical Hiness
Waioning pro-

rbor of the farmily

g enduran
» proo! of Universal's superis
und In the raining

Oy L‘J”".‘.)
sands of coliege, ur

onal teams
Ith Chubs
\
nganies int
youghout the
Ne could
ments Iro
Husselt, John
Barry S
Ryan, Regagle Ji




\at mnal

acque

thall

EXTRA!

General News

Revolutionary Invention ‘HAWK-EYE’ Great, New RB Aid

HAWK-EYE, a new elec-
tronic monitoring device that
can be installed in all types of
racquetball courts, is the
latest invention to hit the rac-
quetball scene.

Developed by two San Ber-
nardino (California) rac-
quetballers, Neal Gllbert and
Manny Berz, HAWK-EYE
will detect skip balls, short
serves and foot faults elec-
tronically, thereby greatly re-
ducing player-player argu-
ments and player-referee
disagreements.

"HAWK-EYE works terifi-
cally,” said Chuck Leve, na-
tional director of the U.S.
Racquetball Association,
which has granted its ap-
proval to the system. “This is
the most important and ben-
eficlal development that we
have seen in products in a
long time."'

HAWK-EYE is marketed
under the company name of
Sports Electronic Equip-
ment. Essentially it is a series
of light beams that when
broken cause a light or buz-
zer to go on, alerting the

players, fans and referee that
a violation has been commit:
ted.

The systemn can monitor skip
balls near the front wall,
probably the most difficult
refereeing call in racquetball,

The field of view is four
inches from the front wall
out. In the event the ball
strikes the floor prior to the
front wall (skips in), the light
or buzzer goes off and the call
is made with no degree of
controversy.

If the ball strikes the front wall
first (kill shot), it breaks the
circuit and no light or buzzer
will be alerted

“I've dreamt of a unit that
could do this,"”" said Leve,
who is also the head referee
for the N.R.C.'s professional
tour. "'Once this unit is In
stalled nation-wide it will
tremendously upgrade the
level of refereeing across the
country.”’

HAWK-EYE also monitors
the service line for foot faults,
- if a player steps over the line
the light beam is broken and
the players are alerted

On short serves, HAWK-
EYE only monitors the actual
short line, with its light or
buzzer going on when thé
served ball lands on any por-
tion of the short line.

“The short line section will
prove to be important,”’ said
Leve, who participated in an
unveiling of HAWK-EYE at
the Riverside, California
Racquetball/Handball Club
in May. "“Those difficult to
call crack serves will be ca.”o.d
correctly every time now

Craig McCoy, top ranked
professional and one of
HAWK-EYE's early testers
feels the most dramatic reac-
tion to HAWK-EYE will be
due to the foot fault monitor-
mng

“Just about every top player
foot faults,”” said McCoy,
who pleaded guilty to the of
fense. ““That's not a bad re-
flection on referees, because
their total concentration is on
the serve. It's often impossi-
ble to watch a servers feet
and the ball at the same time
“Now with HAWK-EYE,
players will have to watch
their footwork and in some
cases actually char_;r their
serve. They won't be able to
indiscriminately blast the
drive serve.”
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Jack Kendler To Join USRA

USRA President Bob Ken-
dler has announced the addi-
tion of a new member to the
busy racquetball staff. Jack
Kendler, son of prexy Bob,
will assist in all phases of rac-
quetball administration, and
will aid the handball adminis-
trators also.

“I don't consider this a case
of nepotism,” stated Kendler
at the announcement, “be-
cause the tremendous
growth of the court sports has

made the addition of new
staff people mandatory. Jack
will be a troubleshooter
around the office, lending a
hand wherever it is needed,
until he leams the business
inside and out.”

Jack is no stranger to the
Skokie offices, having
worked for many years in
Kendler's Community
Builders enterprises. He has
a sound knowledge of all
phases of business, and

should be especially valuable
in the business end of rac-
quetball,

“I'm really locking forward
to the challenge of this new
assignment,”” said Jack. “Of
course, ['ve been around the
court sports all my life, and
have grown to love them al-
most as much as my father.”

Now that's a real recom-
mendation!

F

Gilbert and Berz are a couple
of average players, attended
the National Champlonships
in San Diego in 1976, their
initial introduction to top
level racquetball. They left
the tournament impressed
with the play and sympathe-
tic to the plight of referees.

"We went away thinking,
‘There must be some way to
electronically monitor the
court to help the ref' "' said
Berz, ""We just weren't sure
how to do it."

Gilbert, an electronics expert

then began investigating the
possibilities, and working
closely with Leve at US R.A.
headquarters, the system
was finally devised.

“It was a long year of trial and
change, trial and change,"
said Gilbert, "'but it was
worth it. We've got HAWK-
EYE to the point that it can-
not make a mistake.”

The system Is adaptable to
any method of court con-
struction, whether concrete
block, tilt-up concrete or
panels. it can be put into

existing courts or in new In-
stallations.

"I'd like to see the day where
every ltournament uses
HAWK-EYE,” said Leve. ‘I
think it’s that good.”

For further information re-
garding HAWK-EYE, con-
tact Sports Electronic
Equipment, P.O. Box 5863,
San Bernardino, California
92412 or call (714) 889-
6744,

Indicator Unit

COURT TESTED LIGHTING LAYOUTS
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Shockproof and Impact
Resistant Fixtures

JOINT VENTURE
PARTNER WANTED

Chicago area club owner
seeks operating manage-
ment group for partnership.
Club has 8 indoor tennis,
four racquetball, 8 outdoor
tennis, outdoor swimming,
and all other ammenities for
high grade recreational cen-
ter, Located In magnificent
wooded suburban site. Call
312-634-0800.

———————————

HEAD R.B.
PRO WANTED

Pro desired for fall, 1977.
Must be experienced In
teaching, clinics and pro-
gramming for very large in-
door facility In western Pa.
Send information to B, En-
gel, 1 Racquet Lane, Mon-
roeville, PA 15146.

“RACQUETBALL-
SQUASH LOC.

Hicksville, N.Y.

23,000 sq. ft. busn. land adj.
town parking. Sale/Lease or
build to suit GENIE ASSOC
516/433-4340.

CLUB CHAIN
SEEKS MANAGER

Racquetball International,
fastest growing chain of court
clubs in the country, seeks an
individual experienced in all
facets of court club manage-
ment for assistant manager
job in its newest facility which
will open soon in the Boston
area. Successful applicant
will be promoted to manager
position within one year,
Send resume to Stan
Dubitsky, Box 1005, Dear-
bom, MI 48121.

[
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R.B. Marathon Record Set . . .

When Jeff Hetherington and
Hans Sacre plaved 60 con-
secutive hours of racquetball
recently, they did more than
set a new Guiness World
Record. They also raised
$1500 for the local Easter
Seals chapter, from sponsors
who pledged as much as
$5.00 an hour for every hour
they played. Racquetball en-
trepreneur, Ken Gromacki,
offers congratulstions and
delivers the largest contribu-
tion on behalf of Tamarack,
the new super court club
scheduled for a mid-1977
construction start in Sac-
ramento, California.
Hetherington's and Sacre’s
record setting marathon was
plaved on the courts of the
Sacramento Handball and
Racquetball Club.

Unfortunately for them, the
record only lasted four days
{see below)

Jeff MHetherington (1) and Mans Socre occept congraulotions from Ken Gromocki wah a check for the
Easter Seals for their world record racquetboll marathon

L

. . . And Broken 4 Days Later!

World records are “‘Tiger
Bill"" Holden's racket.

Or more precisely, racquet.

Holden, of Canoge Park,
California regained the
world's marathon racquet-
ball record April 24 plaving a
total of 60 hours and 20 min-
utes.

He broke the previous record
of 60 hours sel four days ear-
lier by two racquetball en-
thusiasts in Sacramento
California.

In the course of the record
stint, Holden plaved 39 diff-
erent opponents in 182
games, winning 163 of them.

Opponents paid $2 an hour
to play against Holden, with
all proceeds going to the
March of Dimes' work to

prevent, treat and cure birth
~ defects.

After more than 60 hours of
play, with only 5-minute

breaks each hour, Holden "I think he's crazy for trying Holden's first opponent was
emerged in relatively good 10 go so many hours,” Mrs. KGIL radio’s “Sweet Dick"
condition. He refused the Holdensaid, “butlthink he's Whittington. After losing
2-minute breaks between wonderful for trying to help 3-21 and 8-21 to Holden,

games allowed in marathon
competition.

Foot problems caused by a
new-design athletic shoe
grated sway the bottom of
Holden's feet. From approx-
imately his 25th hour on, he
was forced to play in old
sneakers and socks which
were seeping with blood.

Holden did nothing special to
prepare for the event, "/
didn't change any of my reg-
ular habits,”” he said, | fust
mode sure | maintained my
three balanced meals aday. ™
Holden's wife, Judy, and two
children, Billy, 2'2 and Mar-
garet, 7, kept a daytime vigil
at the Wamer Center Rac-
quet Club in Woodland Hills,
where the marathon record
was seL.

the March of Dimes."'
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“Tiger B Holden shows the
form that agein puds him on top
of the rocquetboll marathon Wworkd.

Whittington promised him,
“If vou stop I'll tell the world
you stopped.”’

Holden's second opponent
was Rob Scribner of the Los
Angeles Rams, an excellent
all-around athlete, who
emerged winded and
e¢xhausted after an hour of
play.

Holden hadn't even began
perspining at this point
Holden, who set the first
world marathon racquetball
record in 1975 at 40 hours
and 19 minutes, does not
plan any future record at-
tempts.

He'd like to settle down and
own his own racquetball club
instead.
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INVEST]!

Racquetball club
franchises

NOW
available

Don Coryell, head coach
of the St. Louis Football
Cardinals, is offering a
complete Racquetball
Club Franchise

through Don Coryell’s
Racquetball
Franchises, Inc.

* In-depth
financial
information,
projections
and studies,
helpful in securing
financing

¢ The Don Coryell Racquetball
Club design, layouts and construction plans

The Franchise provides
the interested

investor
with:

* Combined purchasing power capabilities and advantages

* Men's conditioning, reducing, and weight training lacilities
* Separate women's conditioning and reducing facilities

* Management training and supervision

* The granting ol a Franchise within a delined geoqraphic area for a term of years
* Methods of operation and inventory control

¢ The use of certain valuable trade names, service marks and trademarks

Bookkeeping and accounting

* Manuals covering business practices and policies

¢ Newsletter informing the Franchisee of current trends and developments
s Advertising and promotional techniques

e Periodic manager supervision at franchisor’s discretion

The Don Coryell Racquetball Franchise provides the racquetball club
owner with an operational system that begins with financing and
continues thru the day-to-day operation of one of the lastest growing sports businesses In the country,

Call or write Charles A, Lewls orJoe Gibbs at 11520 St. Charles Rock Rd., St. Louis, Missourl
63044, (314)739-0417.




winhing racqueiball
&

rthur Shay
wiﬁl Chuck Leve

Winning Racquetball is intended for
beginning players seeking shortculs to
racquetball competence as well as those
who have achieved the competence re-
quired to enter local club tournaments
and last at least a round or two

Building on the basics, Shay and Leve
cover such areas as the mental attitudes

- required to win tournaments; how to get

into supershape for racquetball; how to

[ A compredensive .m.w!rg use your limitations {fatigue, forexample)

; guide, shoning m_,..m.-cv::" as advantages, and how to play against

irom Degienar 10 WnNeS comps someone who is trying to out-psych you,

There are winning suggestions for every
departmant of play.

Proven racquetball winners, such as
< Steve Keeley, Steve Serot, Sue Carow,
Kathy Williams, Charlie Brumfield, Bill
Schmidtke, Ron Rubenstein, and racquet-
ball's 19.year-old superstar Marty Hogan,
are photographed in action and quoted
throughout to illustrate the poinlts made
in the lext,

Winning Racquetball will lead the
racquetball enthusiast to the level of com-
petence and beyond iInto tournament
axcellence
Arthur Shay 15 a former Life and Time
writer and Sports ustrated photographer
He s the author-photographer of thirly-
one books Chuck Leve is the author of
Inside Racquetball and the National Direc-
tor and editor of National Racquetball
magazine, the official publication of the
United States Racquetball Association and
Foreword by Robert W. Kendler, President, United States the National Racquetball Club, Inc

Racquetball Association

Anrugey

AT PG TP ERIICI P LML 2N

B T S ———————p e ettt bt
.

Please send me _____copylies) of WINNING RACQUETBALL at $4.95 each plus
50¢C postage and handling for each book ordered. lllinois residents kindly add 5%
sales tax, California residents please add 6% sales tax, NO CASH OR C.O.D.'s
accepted-—please send check.

NAME == —

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP —

Henry Regnery Company PUOISNENS 180 Micngon Avoe Chicogs llnos 60501
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“Take it from me,
Roger Staubach,
N\ you get more fun
for your money
with Ajay"
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GRAPHYLITE

This new rectangular design is
constructed with a nylon and
fiberglass core with a
graphite finish for exira
. power and strength,
2D . ' Tournament nylon strings
. and genuine cowhide
‘ grip are featured on
the Graphylite.
Grip Size: 4% "
Stock No. 28822

Model CM150

.
.

H THE

Y & R [}’ Q
: Sp@.l ILE i
The LARGEST legal size
\\ racquet ha.s |argor
s . "sweel spot,” yet is
lightweight for beller
control, 265 grams.

The Spoiler is strung at ﬂ
27-30 pounds with tournament
nylon and fine quality
cowhide grip. Sturdy deluxe
vinyl cover s included i .1
Grip Sizes: 4% ", 4% " and
4%:" Stock No. 28815 Y

Model CM100
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THE ENFORCER

Specially designed extruded lrame
in a rectangular shape, total weight 255 grams
Black tournament nylon sirings, a top grade cowhide
grip and durable viny! cover make the Enforcer a popular
choice. Grip Sizes: 4% ", 4% " and 4¥: 7 Stock No, 28820

Model CM110




HE EXCALIBUR

Comes in either red or blue anodized aluminum trame, aluminum
grommets, top quality nylon strings, raised sewn cowhide grip, and
weighs less than 270 grams. Two Grip Sizes: 4¥s" and 414", Stock No. 28823

Model CM200 MODEL CMm

This popular style in teardrop design
features aluminum extrusion and
throat piece in natural finish,
vinyl head guard, cross nylon
strings, aluminum grommets,
and composition rubber
grip. Grip Sizes:

4% " and 4% ",

Stock No, 28828

Model CM300

i e
]
i
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ENDETTA

his model is EXTRA
IGHT, only 235grams,

N a leardrop design

vith a nylon throat

iece. Other features

ré tournament nylon
irings and cowhide grip,

Ideal for
women and
beginners (only
220 grams).

New power-flex construction,
extremely strong and
lightweight. Nylon strings

5 well as vinyl bumper guard, and durable composition

3rip Sizes: 4% " and 4% " rubber grip, Grip Size: 4%

itock No. 28824 Model CM220 Stock No. 28835
Model CM400
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Official Seamco Racquetbalis
Approved balls by both the International §
Racquetball Association (IRA) and the
United States Racquetball Association
(USRA). Made of natural rubber, 2% "
diameter, Two balls per can

Standard Pack — 6 cans/1 dozen,
Seamco 558 Black Stock No. 28304
Seamco 559 Green Stock No, 2880}
Seamco 444 Official IRA Stock No. 28380

Courtmaster Racquetball Accessory
Countertop Sell-Seller

Self contained sturdy corrugated display
contains the following assoriment

28849 Hand-Dri ,
128840 Eyeglass Holder h
128846 Pro Stick I
1128843 Belt Towel 19
#28858 Head Bands 14
228855 Wrist Bands 1

Self-seller merchandise - Stock No.

—
1w
Head Band — Absorben! elasticized A ‘/

cotton band, one size fits all
One per poly bag. Standard Pack
12: 6 white, 6 rad, white & blue

Stock No. 28858

!

Wrist Bands — Absorbent, 28840

washable 2-ply elasticized cotton

One pair per poly bag. Standard Eveclass : —
Pack 12 pair: 8 white, 6 red, white _ ol 28843

& blue.
Stock No. 28855

Elbow Loc — Reinforced web
bandage with adjustable velcro
closure. One size fits all. Standard
Pack 12: 6 while, 6 red, white
& blue,

Stock No, 28852

Men's Cotton Racquetball Glove
Absorbent dimpled rubber paim
design with velcro closure,

One size stretch fits all, Standard
Pack 12, right hand only,

Stock No, 28861

Eyeglass Holder — Ad|usiable
elastic band and melal slide,
Standard Pack 12

Stock No. 28840

Hand-Drl — Handy pocket bag
keeps hands dry, Standard Pack 12

Stock No. 28849
Pro Stick — Non-toxic, non- FUQUA

Irritating no-slip formula, Standard Belt Towel — Absorbent terry cloth

Pack 12, with metal clip. Standard Pack 12.

Stock No. 28848 Stock No. 28843 BPORTS
c

= - ————
all Toll Free BD0-558-3276
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Do Lessons Help?

Almost 65 per cent of the country’s
women racquetball players take
private or group lessons, National
Racquetball discovered in a survey
made earlier this year.

Often these lessons are starter
clinics — a club's way of teaching
the women basics and giving them a
chance to meet other beginners.
Clinics bring together four 10 10
novices who get some verbal tips
from the pro, then break into smalier
groups for a try at the game.

As a woman plays longer, she signs
up for private lessons. She wants a
teacher who can help hernse from a
C to a B to an A player.

Some clubs try teaching tools to
move their students up the
proficiency scale. The Court House
in Chicago records lessons on video
lape and plays them back to
students, At Omni 41 in Schereville,
Ind., students aim the ball at target
boxes painted in blue, yellow and
red on the walls of an instructional
court,

Does all of this help? Are dollars
spent on lessons producing better
women players?

To find the answers we spoke to a
woman in Florida who's a teaching
pro and to six others who lake
lessons in Maine, Ohio, Missouri,
Florida, Colorado and California.
Here are our racquetball lesson
reports.

Pro Nancy Hornack, Ft,
Lauderdale: Teaching Them
Positive Thinking

Nancy Hornack's boyfriend, Ken
Hendricks, is one of Florida's top
racquetball players. “He’s a better
plogr than I am,” the teaching pro
at F. Lauderdale's Courtrooms
admits.

“Stil - I'm a better teacher. It's
harder for Ken to teach beginners
and intermediates because the
game's so natural for him - he
picked it up by playing with good
players, not in lessons. He can't
spot people’s mistakes."

Nancy thinks every good
racquetball teacher can see errors
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Nancy Homack

and tell people how to correct them,

"I also praise as much as I can,”
Nancy says, "because this is a
game of positive thinking. | say
‘you're doing great’ whenever it's
true. But | have to know when to
push, too. | can sense when |
should get angry and remind the
student "you re not concentrating.”

When Nancy gives a lesson, she
remembers those dozens of games
she's played in state, regional and
national tournaments, She recalls
how she had to concentrate, be
aggressive and bebeve she was
going to win, Nancy also remembers
her own lirst lessons with Hugh
Durham, Fiorida State University
basketball coach and the state’s
best seniors racquetball player.

And she pulis out teaching tricks
she's learned from other pros. "Like
the way Kathy Williams has of
getting people to feel how their
bodies should move. In this
exercise | get my student to stand
with feet pointed to the side wall
and arms up in the air. The routine
starts with arms toward the back
wall. As the studeni swings
through, with arms ending up
toward the front wall, the hips have

swiveled around the way they
should every time you hit the ball
duwring a game."”

No matter what her students are
learning Nancy urges them to
practice between lessons, She
compares herself with her piano
teacher who “always knew when |
hadn't practiced.”

Nancy's enthused over talented
players, like one of her current stars
~— an 11-year-old girl with “real
potential.” But the pro is happy just
promoting the game — getting more
women into racquetball.

"I consider myself an average
athlete. But I've worked at
improving my game. | like to
convince other women they can
become good players, (00.”

Peggy Connors, Hazelwood,
Missouri: Breaking Bad Habits

Peggy Connors, who's 54", started
playing racquetball with her 6'6",
250 pound husband, Jack. Jack was
a competent player, 50 Peggy
watched him closely. What he did,
she tried to do.

But Peggy’s version wouldn't work.
When she asked Hap Mather 10
observe her game, the teaching pro
at Spalding's Hazelwood
Racquetball Club in suburban St.
Louis pinned down her problem.

“He said | was going at the game as
if | were 6'6", 250 pounds and a
weight-iifting physical fitness nut
like Jack," Peggy says. Jack's so
tall, he needed to bend over (0
serve. When | bent over, | lost power
- I couldn’t drive the ball. And
Jack’'s wrists are so strong, he
snaps the racquet across the ball
without even thinking about it. |
wasn't using my wrist.

Unlearning bad habits was Peggy's
first goal when she asked Hap for
twice-a-week lessons. Hap also
worked with her on turning her body
to the wall, getting her racquet back
and letting the ball drop.

Now Peggy's happier with her
game. She tags herself an
advanced intermediate, has been
winning more often and is “giving

e ——————————————————
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Husband Jack observes Peggy Connors’ pro-4esson senve atfempd,

Pro Hap Mather striightens the sorve oul,

the better players more
competition. I'm winning more
points against them.”

Peggy gives Hap credit for her
improved game. She considers him
"one of the best teachers around. |

wanted (o take lessons from him
because he really cares about
helping women develop their
games. He's so organized when he
teaches you, and he's always

Patti York, Falmouth, Maine:

Lessons from Above

Put yourself in pro Tom Jakes' I
place. |
There she was, the manager's wife, ;
setting herself up in a back court,

down there with a bucke! of balls,

hitting them against the front wall,

running around, working hard —

and doing everything wrong.

Tom watched silently from above.

Minutes went by. Should he step in

Panmi York

and correct her? He looked at her
stiff knees. Her poor balance. Her
bad position. Her tennis stroke. Her
grip! That did it. He shouted down:

“Hey Patti, your grip is fat. Let me
show you how to hoid your
racquetl.”

Married to Kevin York, manager of
the Down East Court Club in
Falmouth, Maine, and an assistant
manager herself, Pani has taken an
unconventional approach to
lessons.

Patti says her instruction has been
mostly “Tommy calling corrections
down to me.”

She changed her grip so she was
hitting the ball squarely. Then she
tried stroking with a ball under her
arm so she'd have to use her wnst.
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Soon she was learning how to hit
low, how to serve, how 10 make
celling and defensive shols.

“Until then | was too embarrassed
to get on a court with other peopie.
Once Tommy got my basic game in
shape, | met different girls and
starting getting matches together.
At that point - when | started
knowing what | didn't know -1 even
asked Tommy to come down on the
court and give me some playing
lessons.”

As Patti's game improved, she
waitched the better players at the
club. I picked up strategy by
seeing how the good players won
tournaments. Then limitated them."
It all worked. Less than a year after
she first entered a court and with
only one in-house tournament under
her belt, Patti took the Maine
women's closed championship.

Tom Jakes, watching her match
from above, was glad that he
shouted down those first
Instructions.

Paula Pizzifred, Riverside, Cal.:
Two for the Price of One

Physical ed. and math teacher
Paula Pizzifred believes in
racquetball lessons for women
(“Lessons correct their tendency to
ook like uncoordinated rejects”),
but she also likes what the lessons
do for men.

Her husband, Joe, agrees. In fact
he’s willing to turn their weekend
matches into playing lessons so he
can learn what Paula learns from
pro Linda Siau at the Riverside
HandbalVRacquetball Club in their
California town 60 miles inland from
Los Angeles.

Paula, who started “hitting the ball
around an outdoor court about two
years ago,” went on to Linda's
Saturday clinics and then into
private lessons,

“I began the privates after Joe and |
played in a tournament. We were
bad.”

Paula reports that the Linda to Paula
to Joe maneuver has “helped us
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Pro Linda Siau helps Paula Pizzifred improve her backhand. After the lesson Paula shows
her husband Joe how o bend low and keep the racquer head squave.

play smarter.” Paula’'s PE-math
expertise makes her a natural for the
thinking game of racquetball. But
she still has Linda teach her
strategy. “You could figure it out for
yourself, but it's faster to have
someone tell you what works."

Though passing on advice 10 a man
is no problem for Paula, she thinks
she learns better from a woman. "/

think I'd have felt self-conscious
with a guy. | feel at ease with Linda
because she's low pressure and is
always encouraging me. That gives
me conlidence.”

Joe thinks so, 100. Linda’s lessons

have made better players out of both
of them.




Cindy Constantino, Sylvania,
Ohio: Cultivating the Killer
Instinct

“It just blows my mind when | hear
the ball crash into the wall and die.”

The thrill of the kill is what Cindy
Constantino wants from her
racquetball game and what she's
hoping to develop in private lessons
with Fred Zitzer at The Supreme
Courts in Sylvania, Ohio.

Cindy's first try in a regional
tournament last spring made her
hunger more than ever for the kill,

“That tournament play confirmed it.
The first round | drew Irene
Ackerman, who won the
tournament. | learned a lot by
playing her. You can't wait for your
opponent to make mistakes. She
won't make any if she's good. At the
end of a rally, someone has to pul
the ball away."

in her lessons Fred helps Cindy
concentrate on the kill by throwing
the ball while Cindy gets into
position and tries 10 hit the ball into
the wall as low and as straight as
possible. Fred drills Cindy on the
fromt and side walls, the backhand
— always reminding her to hit
straight and low.

During the tournament hosted by
The Supreme Courts Cindy was
“just happy to return the ball. lrene
has such control, and she hil the
ballso hard. The nexttime I played it
seemed like a slow motion game."

When Cindy talked with Irene after
the match, she discovered that the
tournament champ had been taking
lessons for all eight years she'd
been playing.

That renewed Cindy's faith in her
lessons, which she said Fred
supplements with informal
instruction. “He always has time (o
talk. He'll draw me a diagram and
then go out on the court to explain it.
He's a good teacher bécause he's
patient and because he can tell me
what I'm doing wrong.™

Cindy visits The Supreme Courts at
least five days a week for lessons,
games and Fred's between-lesson
advice. Each day she stops al the
nursery to deliver and pick up her
children — four-year-old Kari and
one-and-a-hall-year-old Jay.

As she waks out the door — a child
grabbing on o each hand — she
hardly looks like Cindy Constantino,
the racquetball player whose Kill
shots blow her mind.

Diane Hatchell, Ft. Lauderdale: If
You Think You Can, You Can

She's a Dale Carnegie instructor
who thinks you need confidence to
succeed. So Diane Hatchell knows
she has to believe in herself if she's
going to win at racquetball.

“I'd say the confidence I've picked
up Is my biggest gain from
lessons,” says Diane, who gets
private instruction from Nancy *
Hornack once a week at the
Courtrooms in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.

I recently tried some challenge
play here at the club and | won a
great many of my matches. It was
because I've gained confidence,
and now | can control the ball."

Diane had just “batted the bal
around with a friend for a couple of
months” before she signed up with
Nancy.

"I have a competitive nature and |
want to be good at what | do.
Whatever | do, | want to'do it well.”

Diane chose Nancy for a teacher
“first of all because | knew she was
a good player - among the top at
the ciub. Frankly | also thought |
could relate best to a woman, who
would probably be more patient
than a man.

"I've been more than happy withmy
choice. Nancy seems (o
understand my little problems - like
the fact that | have to see myself
doing something before | do it. That
sounds confusing, but Nancy
understands. She has me try a shot
- then maybe I'll do it wrong, and
then she explains and goes over
and over the shot before she goes
on to something else. She's a
precise type of person, and yet
she's patient. She shows her
interest. Taking lessons with her is
tun.”

Diane says play in her pre-lesson
games “was limited."” In fact Nancy
started out by “explaining the
meaning of basic terms like
“stroking™ and “taking the ball off
the back wall"

Since that first hour of instruction
Diane's lessons have covered the
whole gamut of shots and she's
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improved her serve 1o the point
where she's won games “with a
couple of serves. My corner drive
shot to the backhand - if I'm
enacling it properly ~is a natural for
me and difficult for my opponent to
ch Up, ~

Now that she has the shots down,
Diane wishes she could play more
often. (Twice a week Is all her
current work schedule allows.)

“The more | play the more I discover
weaknesses in my game that my
lessons can correct.”

Katie Beck, Denver: Lessonsona
Budget

For every hour lesson at Denver's
Court Club Katie Beck puts in more
than 10 hours of practice,

"When | can afford move lessons, 'l
take them,” Katie explains. "“In the
meantime I'm making each lesson
count."”

You can find Katie Mondays through
Fridays at 7 a.m. at the Court Club
working away at the drills that John
Foust shows her in her
twice-a-month lessons.

Pro Nancy Homack (1,) playing against her student Diana Hatchel,

“Pron covrtery Court OhG

“I'm a B player learning to play with
A’s. Now I'm mainly learning to
return and kill celfing shots.”

Even among energetic racquetball
players Katie's stamina is
spectacular. After her 7 a.m.
practice she spends the day on the
greeting card business she and her
husband started in January when
they moved from Deerfield, lll. (Katie
and Herb met at a racquetball ciub,
They played each other when both
their opponents failed to show up.)

—

Katle Beck strkes a forehand under the
watchil eye of pro John Foust

Al 4:15 p.m. she's back on the
courts where she finds “a lot of
competition for women. There are
many good players around
Denver.” Then at 5:30 p.m. it's
aerobics. She's convinced that the
total program, including “the
gruelling excercises that bulld
muscles and endurance” puts
Court Club people into the finals and
makes them lournament winners

A former school teacher Katie
knows what to look for in a good
racquetball instructor. She thinks
players shoulkd choose a teacher
who's "encouraging, doesnt
intimidate, can tell you what's
wrong, (but in a positive way)and is
a good player, not necessarily the
top.

“I've never judged a teacher by
waltching him play. My only concern
is whether or not he can help me
out.”

Katie likes clinics and group lessons
for starters. “They're fun, a good
way to meet people,” bul at her
playing level, she'd rather spend
moneay on a few private lessons
where she can work on specific
skills,

Her lessons, plus her practice, give
Katie more enjoyment from her
game. "When | play, | remember
what I've learned. I think to myself 'if
that girl knew what | know, she'd be
beating me now." "




Playing Tips

When you're taking your
aggressions out on the racquetball
court, it's best to use the ball — not
the other player. As Jean Sauser
and Arthur Shay tell us, “the mistake
of not calling hinder is too often
compounded by injury, hard
feelings-—and bad shots.”

This mistake-correction playing tip
on hinders from their book Inside
Racquetball for Women, |8
especially helptul if you're a new
player. You might clip the page and
check it with your opponent before
you start your next game.

The book by Shay, a Time
photographer, and Sauser, a
tournament player who's pro at
SkyHarbor Court Club in
Northbrook, lll., will be ready for
readers later this summer, The hard
and soft cover editions are being
published by Henry Regnery and
Company.

CORRECTION: Calling Hinders

In the hinder dopartment it is always wiser 10
arr on tho side of caution. Practice calling
"Hinder!” immadcately. Previously, you might
have started that hevoic chaege through your
opponent's body 10 the ball. it goes without
sayng that an injury is the very bottom line, 1o
be avoidad at all costs. The maore control you
loarn from correcting your other méstakes, the
fowor charges you will have 10 make. Your
oyes and cournt sense will work for you,
keoping you al propor distances from your
opponents. One of tho big mMistakes mMost
beginners make ts rushing the ball. Thero is
usially much more Bme than you think. Less
haste in many shots means, Rerally, more
speed. Your timing will improve
Most racquetball players strive 10 bo
gentiemnan and gentiowomen on the coust, o
your calls of “hinder” somatimes aaw
criticism from opponents, don't get mad, dont
try 10 get even. Keep your cool and play #
safo. So call "hinder!” at the
moment it occurs

MISTAKE: Not Calling Hinder

screens a clear viow of the ball from the other;
when the ball passes through the legs of the
hitter or his or her partner’s Jegs, when any
other unintentional interference occurs which
provents an opponent from having a fak
chance 1o soe and refurm the ball,

Trying to make a desperate retuen o shot 100
close 10 your opoonant first of all exposes

both of you 10 mnjury, Chances o making this
kind of shot are not good. Chances of making
the next shot — of getting there from your

off-balance position are sim,

The avoidable hincer has begun 1o make its
mark In professional play and in other play

with a good referee. The theory s that if you
intentionally block your opponent from a fa
chance 10 sa6 and shool, you are penalized
with the loss of serve or loss of point. ¥ you do
not move sulficiently out of the way of your
opponent, you are liable 10 an “avoidable”

call. (Pro matches avorage threoe hinder cals
a game, one of which is often an "avoidadle.”)
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Should Women Dress Up the Courts?

By Chuck Leve

Would Chris Evert ever play a
tournament wearing shorts and
a football sweat shirt? Would
Dorothy Hamill figure skate wearing
men's skates and a t-shirt? Would
Laura Baugh step onto a golf course
locking as if she just came out of the
men's locker room?

Of course, none of the above would
ever occur intoday's world, yet such
a thing is happening every day in
women's racquetball, where the
gals seem to have thrown fashion to
the wind,

Isn’t it time that women
racquetballers lead the way in
enhancing their image by wearing
clothes that are attractive and that
would attract the spectators,
sponsors and telavision coverage
that women's racquetball deserves?
And isn'tittime that the professional
women players 1ake a leadership
role in this endeavor, for aren't they
the ones who stand to prosper?

Women's racquetball is healthy
today. It is growing rapidly, over a
million females are participating with
thousands more laking up our sport
daily. Women's racquetball i1s being
promoted in virtually every area of
our nation, women's prize money is
up 200 per cent this season —and
the future could hold even brighter
things for the ladies.

Where Are The Sponsors?

But no national company has been
interested, 10 dale, in doing a big
promotional push for our women.
One of the big reasons is that these
ms just don't like the way they

“I hate to say it,” said one potential
sponsor, "but racquetball's women
dress like they're on their way to a
dorm party. There's no style, no
image, no class.”

Such a statement sends chills up the
spines of racquetball promoters,
most of whom feel that the women
have shown an abundance of style,
image and class while on the court,
far to the contrary of their male
But the problem is not how the gals

JULY

act onthe court, it's how they look on
the court, a not too subtie difference.

in a recent pro-am racquetball
tournament, over 60 per cent of the
ladies entered performed in men's
clothing, either shoes, shorts or
shirts. The lack of femininity was
appalling to most observers.

On the other hand, female
racquetballers have long claimed
that one of the attributes of
racquetball is the informality of the
unwritten dress code — that you
can go onto the court and wear
whatever you want, that nobody will
care — and you will not have the
peer pressure 10 invest ridiculous
amounts of funds for ndiculous
outfits as in tennis.

I this is a paradox, it's one that need
never have occurred. There is
common ground between high
priced women's tennis fashions
(which only serve to embed the
caste system) and walking on the
court as if a chaw of tobacco is
hidden batween the teeth.

"Women's racquetball has a huge
growth potential, in the amateur
ranks as well as professionally,”
said Joe Ardito, U.S.R.A. and
N.R.C. national commissioner. "But
the big money for both promotions
has gol 1o come from oulside the
sport, with television, and no
sponsor is willing to put women's
racquetball, as it now looks,on t.v.”
Let The Class Show

The shame of it all is that women's
racquetball deserves much betler,
Women players are more honest,
fairer, and show far more class than
do the men on the court. The play is
exciting and the drama intense. But
nobody wants to buy it.

The masculine manner in which
women racquetballers dress insults
their own femininity, Femininity
does not mean players cannot be
aggressive or successtul in their
sporting endeavors, Evert, King and
countiess others retain their
femininity, and in fact use this
resource to develop and endorse
fashion lines for profit.

Such marketability does not exist
with women's racquetball, —unless
one of our gals wanted to endorse
men's gym shorts.

Silence The Critics

Women racquetballers have an
opportunity to silence all critics on
their own, just by cleaning up their
own act. If they would take it upon
themselves to dress in a manner
that is attractive, and feminine, there
would be no stopping the future of
their sector of racquetball.

Arguments that newly found
women'’s freedom means gals have
an obligation 1o wear whatever they
want will fall on deat ears. What
women want is progress, Progress
comes with promotion, and
promotion comes from dollars. The
dollars come from sponsors and
sponsors do not want a bunch of
grubbies to represent them.

So do yourself a favor, ladies. Take
a good, hard look in the mirror of the
women's locker room before you
take 10 the court. Then change what
you see. If you do, that sponsor will
take another good, hard ook at your
sport, — and from there the future is
beautiful,

Since our U.S. Racquetball
Association Director Chuck Leve
wrote his seanng article we've
learned that women are — indeed
— "cleaning up their act” with
attractive racquetball clothes.,

To give players what he calls "a
touch of class,” Manager Fred
Hampton arranged a fashion show
at The Court Sports Club, Winnipeg,
Canada's new racquetball, handball
and squash facility.

Valmai Skelton, right, modeling a
Dorbin outfit with contrasting green
piping and Joan Gibson, left, in a
Penny Sparling T-shirt and skirt
demonstrated “how to make the
sport more enjoyable to watch and
play-even on a glass back court.”
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She Ate Whipp

And Didn’t Gain Weight

What's her secret?

According to V.L. Nicholson, a
spokesman for the President’'s
Council on Physical Fitness, for
most players, a brisk game of
racquetball “burns calories at a rate
of 600 per hour.” Other physical
fitness experts have conciuded that
during an extremely strenuous
hour-long game, some pros and
iop-seeded tournament players
expend up to 800 calories.,

There is no question that this kind of
vigorous exercise, combined with a
600 calorie meal, results in
satisfactory weight control for the
average player.

TWA International flight attendant
Barb Smith has been playing
racquetball since July of 1976. As a
member of Chicago's Mid-town
Court House Stewardess League,
she plays the game al least twice a
week. Barb recently gave up
smoking and Is convinced that
racquetball helps her keep off those
exira pounds. “/ fly to London each

week and find it difficult to resist the
restaurants’ pastry tables,” she
confides."Playing racquetball
alfows me to enfoy such rich
desserts as chocolate cake with
whipped cream.”

Like Barb, you too can avoid
unsightly buiges brought on by
fattening foods and too little
exercise, Remember! each hour
that you spend chasing that little
rubber ball around the coun, you
burn at least 600 calories,

On the next page we are presenting
recipes for a three-course gourmet
meal, totaling 600 calories per

person. With a one-hour racquetball
workoul, you can enjoy, quilt-free,
this menu, including a glass of wine
and such forbidden ingredients as
whipped cream, sugar, and butter,

So eal, drink, and be merry, for
tomorrow you can play racquetball,

—Judith Neisser

ed Cream and Sugar

Ready to play racquetball with pro Chuck
Shoftel, Barb Smith looks forwavd 1o the
game thar wil aflow her 1o consume a
scious kinch without ganing weight

90, JULY
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Broiled Marinated Chicken
{4 servings)

1 medium broller, quartered
Combine:

1 tablespoon melted butter
¥ cup soy sauce

% cup dry vermouth

1 teaspoon dijon mustard

1 large garlic clove, crushed
2 teaspoons dried tarragon

Mix well, then pour over quartered
ichicken. Marinate for at least 2
hours. Place chicken skin side down
on a broiler rack, and brush with the
marinade.

Broil for 13 minutes 3 inches from
heat, turn, brush with marinade, and
broil skin side up for another 12to 14
minutes.

If preparing chicken on the
barbeque, broll over charcoal for 30
10 40 minutes, turning occasionally
and basting frequently

{165 calories per serving)

Vegetable-Rice Salad
{4 servings)

1 cup cooked rice (do not use minute
fice)

¥2 cup thinly sliced scallions

1 cup thinly sliced celery

1 cup cubed seeded cucumber

1 cup coarsely chopped seeded
tomato

1-% tablespoon freshly squeezed
lemon juice

35 1ablespoon safflower oil

¥2 tleaspoon Lawry’s Seasoning salt
2 teaspoons dried dill weed or 4

lablespoons chopped fresh dill

Combine rice, vegetables, lemon
pice, oll, and salt, and toss weil,
Sprinkle with dill and toss again.
Spoon into a salad bowl. Serve very
(80 calories per person)

Cold Orange-Strawberry Souffle
4 servings)

/3 cup cold water

2 teaspoons unflavored gelatin

3 eggs separaled

Y& teaspoon salt

4 ounces frozen orange juice
concentrate (defrosted)

/3 cup sugar

/3 cup heavy cream whipped

1 cup thinly sliced strawberries and
4 whole strawberries

resembles softened sherbet and
drops from a spoon in soft mounds.
Beat the egg whites until stiff but not
dry. Gradually beat in sugar and
continuing beating until the egg
whites are stiff. Fold the egg whites

Place water in the top of a double  Ntothe orange mixture and then fold
boiler and sprinkle gelatin over the I the strawberries and whipped
surface to soften. Beatthe eggyolks ~ cream.

lightly and add them with the sait. Spoon the mixture into 4 individual
Mix well. Place over simmering ramekins or dishes and chill until
water, and cook, stirring constantly  firm. Belore serving decorate each
with a wire wisk until the gelatin dessernt with a fresh strawberry.
dissolves and the mixture thickens, (267 calories per serving)

about 4 minutes. Note:

Remove from the double boiler and  Included in this meal is a well chilled
immediately stir in the orange 3-ounce glass of dry white wine.
concentrate. Chill until mixture (70 calories per glass)

There
ARE
Female
Teaching

e

Pros

Thank you for letting us here
atNational Racquetball know about
the female teaching professional or
club manager at your racquetball
facility. The response from our
readers has been good, with the
following additional names being
submitted since our original article in
the May, 1977 issue.

Sue Morgan, Arlington Tennis and
Racquetball Ciub, Palatine, Ilinois.
Carol Stewart, Court Players Club,
Ypsitanti, Michigan, Karin Walton,
Dana Point Athletic Club, Dana
Point, California. Sue Halsey,
Racquetball Center, Warren,
Michigan. Barbara O'Connor, The
Players Club, Gaithersburg,
Maryland. Provie Russo,
Wallbangers. Campbell, California

Bonnie Korytowski, The Court
House, Schaumburg, Illinois
Kathie Steisted, Schoeber’s
Racquetball Spa, South San
Francisco, California. Linda Vaile,
21st Point, Mountain View,
California

Those who sent us the names of the
above women in racquetball have
been sent a free can of Seamco 559
racquetballs. And if you know of any
additional women in a teaching or
managerial position within our sport,
please send us her name and
address. Il you are the first person to
bring this lady to our attention, then
you'll be receiving a free can of
Seamco balis.
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Learn How at a One-Day
Session at a Club
Where Women
Outnumber Men

“"When Sandy Coffman starts
talking about the game, she
generates the kind of enthusiasm
that makes you want to sign on the
dotted line, grab a racquet and start
swinging.” wrote Lois Blinkhorn in a
full-page story in The Milwaukee
Journal, headlined "Racquetball
Makes Mom a Good Sport."

Since the story appeared in
February, Coffman has put several
dozen more Milwaukee area women
into racquetball courts and away
from — in Coffman’s words — "that
hour of meaningless conversation
on the telephone, away from the
television soap opera.”

Coffman began her lirst league after
she took on the full-time job as
women's coordinator at The
Racquetball Club in West Allis, Wis.,
a Milwaukee suburb. Starting with
24 women she bullt a program that
attracts more than 200 female
players into business-sponsored
leagues, doubles competition and
the cutthroat league. Even in

the summer Coffman has 150
women in leagues, with 100

of them playing during daytime
hours,

What has this strong women's
program meant to the club? it's
created a membership roster that's
the only one of its kind in the country:
there are more women than men
who belong to The Racquet Ball
Club. And the feminine influx has
been a major factor in the expansion
from eight to 12 courts and the
construction of a second 12-court
center.

With her track record and
personality Sandy Coffman looks
like the best person in the country to
tell other people ' How to
Successfully Develop a Women's
Racquetball Program.” Which is
exactly what she’s doing on
Saturday, August 27,

We recommend the session to you if
you're a court owner, an athletic

Luring Women into Racquetball

director, a pro or a manager. Or if
you're just a woman player who
wants to spread the racquetball

gospel among your friends,
(Convince your club to sponsor

you.) And while you're leaming
about racquetball for women, your
family can visit the famous
Milwaukee zoo. It's only five minutes
away down Highway 100.

—— -
»

.

Coffman, Wisconsin stale director for the United States Racquetball Assoclation, will
Joad a one-day Seminar 0N Women in racQuotbal Saturday, August 27, in West Als, Wis, just

outsido of Miwaukee.




Agenda
8:30 a.m.

Opening, introduction and tour of
the club —
Distribution of course maternials —

How to create that “initial”

interest —

* How o use your established
players.

* How to interest the new players
hesitant to get involved.

Several ways 1o set up a league —
e Various round robins

¢ Team play

How to set up a team —

* Division of classes.

& Number of players.

e Scoring procedures.

* Rules.

e Schedules,

Common pitfalls and how to avoid
them —

How to handie complaints
gracefully —

How to get sponsors and how to use
the sponsor's feg —

How 1o get the non-panicipating
player to play —

Special events — ideas and how to
run them —

12:00 noon

Lunch — a light buffet will be

provided and an opportunity for

social hour and discussion will be

available —

Beginning lessons for women —

* How 1o recruit pupils.

¢ Group lessons vs, privale
lessons.

e Complete lesson plans.

e Demonstration,

How to set up a tournament for
beginners —

Effective follow up procedures —
* How o arrange games.

* How to get the "dropouts” back How to rejuvenate your discouraged

into playing. players —
* How to get the beginners 4:0:;0 p.-m.

involved in organized activities. Rt -
How to use your best players — estion and answer period —
How to improve your good
players —

Reservatlon Request

“How To Successfully Develop a
Women's Racquetball Program’

Seminar by Sandra Coffman
The Racquet Ball Club
1939 South 108th St.
West Allis, Wis. 53227
Tel. - 414-321-2500

Adjourn

Please accept my reservation at The Racquet Bail Club for seminar
Saturday, August 27, 1977., 8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m.

Name . = Date _

Address —...Club _

City___ . State Zip

Home phone Business phone__

|lambringing family members with me.

e
Make checks for $115 payable to The Racquet Ball Club (or $150 for two
from same club),

Reservations must be in by August 15. No refunds after that date.
You will receive a reservation confirmation and directions for getting to the
club,

Return this portion with yuar check.
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Who’s Playing Racquetball?

Debbie Roth: Special
Kind of Nurse

Deborah Sue Roth arrives at
Denver's St. Anthony's Hospital at
6:45 am. five days a week; for the
nexteight hours she is submersedin
the tragic lives of cancer patients.
With every third weekend off the
staff nurse on the oncology fioor
finds her job “emotionally and
physically exhausting.”

I need some kind of outlet, somo
way to get it all out of my system.*
Always athletic the 24-year-old
Colorado native joined the Court
Cilub of Denver for its exercise
activities, Capifalizing.on a vague
awareness of racquetballshe took a
few lessons, began playing
reqularly, and has since met and
married Blll Roth, the club’s director.

As a Reqgistered Nurse Debbie s
normally responsible for planning
the care of eight to 10 patients, She
also supervises two aids. Having
recelved special training in cancer
nursing she often speaks 1o

refresher classes on the
psychological and technical
subtieties of the fiald. In fact she
suggests that the students seekx
some form of exercise to alleviale
the strain they expenence in such
close andconstant contact with
death,

Debbie now plays racquetball three
times a week and Bill gives hiera
lesson on Saturdays. She haseven
attracted two other nursas (o the
sport. 'l go straight from work,"
Debbile says. "It energizes me so
when | .get home 'm not allitense
and upset from the day."

Although she also playstennis,
Debbie s continuing herracqueatball
game this summer, Genperally
considered a high C player, she
hopes 1o win a toumamentwhich
would give her B status.

—Jannifer Alter s =
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A quiet, sound
controlled court.

Designed
for fast
Installation.
Engi m@,utr ed
for lasting

A

dura t-'_ Jﬂﬁ LY.

\
ye

Precision Courts offer a court system to fit your
needs and your budget. A court that pays its way
sooner, because it installs faster. A court built
to take the pounding of long hours of hard play,
everyday, with a minimum of maintenance.

All Precision Courts feature pre-fabricated and
pre-finished "Cincinnati sectional’ floors . .. the
same nationally famous floors found in premier
coliseums throughout the country. For the walls,
Formica® brand panels are used exclusively.
Formica® panels are dimensionally stable, and
highly moisture, warp, scratch and dent resistant.
Quickly installed, they are flush fit for a seam-
less-like surface.

“ii"’

The ultimate in complete court systems

PR Precision Courts INC. i rommorton itoxt - Crcomn

Through our in-house control, all materials
and components are manufactured to exacting
specifications, assembled and inspecled prior
to shipment, Precision Courts has a network of
experienced Distributors whose factory-trained
crews perform the actual instaliation. Resull.
You are assured a complete quality court system
that is designed right, built right, installed right.

In addition, we can offer valuable experience
in a complete range of services, as ... consull-
ants, engineers, designers, manufacturer and
contractor. For complete technical data, service,
construction and installation details, write, or
give us a call

Racquetball ¢ Handball * Squash ¢ Platlorm Tennis

o #5244 (5131 561-2642




With more than
600 of our courts
installed throughout
the United States,
nobody should have
to travel far
to visit one.

We invite anybody who is interested in building a  _.,,
handball/racquetball or squash court to visit one of ¢
our installations to see for himself why we are so At
proud of our Frampton courts. Just call us, collect,

and we will give you the address of the Frampton

court nearest you, and we will arrange with the

owner or manager to show you his installation.
That'’s the best way we know of for you to find
out for yourself the many advantages of ’
Frampton courts. Seeing is believing. To

arrange your personal visit, call col- !

lect, (614) 851-5682. ‘\
\

IFIR/ANAIRTITE@IN

D. B. Frampton & Ce,, Inc., 5330 East Main Street. Columbus, Ohio 43213, Phone (614) 861-568!

’
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A Year Gone By

Al the conclusion of my first year of
working with our U.S.R.A. state
affiliates, | would like to take this
opportunity to express my sincere
appreciation for the hard work and
sacrifice by our state chairpersons. My
thanks is also extended to all of those
people who work on the state
committees and who assisted with our
sanctioned tournaments. This
combined voluntary effort, made in
behalf of the great sport of racquetball
makes me proud that the U.S.R.A. has
been associated with the massive
organization of the amateur sector of
our game.

The most gratitying aspect of our entire
program has been the success in
getting more and more people involved
In racquetball. By combining
subscriptions to National Racquetball
with state memberships and making
people members of both their state as
well as national associations, we can
keep our members informed and
nvolved in nearly all respects.

In some states where the amateur
racquetball program had begun to
stagnate, fresh ideas and new blood
revived an interest that was never
before realized. The wealth of
volunteer help and talent that had
previously been untapped now has
begun to produce active and exciting
programs such as leagues, state
tournaments and state newsletters. In
short, more offerings to the state
members have become available due
10 the work of our new chairmen.

Atotal of over $10,000 has been sent to
our state affiliates since last June, All of
this funding has gone to directly
Support amateur racquetball either by
donations or through subscription

acquethall

money that is sent 10 the state or
acquired by the state association from
new members. If you count the
thousands of dozens Seamco 558
balls donated to sanctioned events and
the tournament shirts made possible
by Leach Industries, the total is
astounding. Seamco also donates free
draw sheets and score cards for our
events, This is absolute evidence of the
faith and support all of our sponsors
and the U.S.R.A. have in the backbone
and future of racquetball — the
amateur player.

Due primarily to the state programs
acquiring new members in our behalf,
the circulation of National Racquetball
has soared to a total of 25,000
members. This compares with a
circulation of less than 8,000 only one
short year ago when our amateur
programs began from the initial support
of two states, Connecticut and lllinois.
Now we have 44 state associations
working in cooperation with our office.
We anticipate further growth and
development for our magazine to keep
up with the demand for more
instructional articles, news about the
states, women in racquetball and
feature articles. The growth spiral will
continue its upward trend.

There are several things which were
not accomplished in this past 12
months which are high on our list of
priorities for the upcoming year. First of
all, if anyone who is reading this
column from the states of Hawail,
Delaware, Ohio, Utah, Tennessee, or
South Dakota, who are interested in
working with or starting a state
association, please let me know. We
are down to our final six states.

We are always seeking new means of
expansion for our junior programs and
our goal is to have a state juniors
championship in conjunction with all of
our state tournaments held across the
country. Our National Juniors
Championships will always be an event
we are most proud of and one that will
always be conducted. But we want to
expand the effort and include state
programs as well

One essential goal that needs further
support is the organization of
competent referees through our state
associations. The N.R.C. pro tour this
year was assisted greatly by the
unselfish work of many of our state
members and stale chairmen who
volunteered their services al the
pro-am stops. By making all
panicipants qualified relerees,
tournaments at every level of
competition will run more smoothly and
without delay. It will also continue 1o
make the players more supportive of
the events in which they participate.

We also want to promote more activity
among the seniors, masters, and
golden mastars categories. These
players helped begin the first big swing
of the growth of racquetball and their
continued support and participation is
very necessary for the continued
development of the game.

Lastly, | would like to thank those who
have worked so closely with me in the
past year and who continue to
contribute so much 1o the game and to
all those who play it. My thanks to
Chuck, Joe, Evie, Bob and all of the
staff at our headquarters. Health and
happiness to you all,

—
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Alaska, Arizona, North Dakota Raise State Affiliates To 44

If your state is not represented in the list of affiliates in this issue, and you wish to become involved, please contact

Terry Fancher at U.S.R.A. headquarters.

Alabama Kansas Missourl Oregon
O'Neal Stove Ray Hon York Reed Fitkin
co Homes Acceplance 10835 Woodward 1524 Loxington C1. 2510 Oakmont Way
Corp. Overdand Park 66210 Kansas City 64110 Eugene, OR 97401
Box 3436A 913-642.5220 B816-861-8624 503-687-2811
2‘05-324-3431" Se0s Kentucky Montana Pennsylvania
David Fleischaker Russ Miller Jim Pruint
Alaska 628 Fincastie Bidg. Shepherd, MT 59070 KOP. RB. Cub
Dan Dampeer Louisville 40202 406-373.6390 Flint Hill Rd.
2600 Devall St #600 502-585-5369 Nebrasks King of Prussia, PA 19406
Anchorage 99503 Louisia 215-265-8350
907-276-0700 s Mark Hego
Sanford Comeaux (acting) Dick Kincade/ Rhode Island
Arizona P.O. Box 3644 Chuck Erickson Jerry Melaragno
Chuck Hallock (acting) Lalayetie 70502 1025 Lampighter Lane 3049 Pawiucket Ave.
6538 E. Oak 318-984-5753 Lincoin 68510 East Providence 02918
Scottsdale 85257 Maine 402-489-3419 401-277-2833
602-965-36323
Ken Astor, Kevin York Nevada Texas
Arkansas 170 Rt 1 Dan Seaton Dewey Strickland
Bob Blake Fadmouth 3727 Centennial Cir, 201 Vanderpool
2201 Braden 207-781-4281 Las Vegas 89120 Houston 77024
Jacksonvile 72076 702-386-4011 713-868-3340
501-982-6209 Mecyiena
Dr. Charles Schove New Jersey Vermont
California 605 Baltimore Ave. Doug Clark Ciff Johnson
Dr. Chuck Hanna Towson 21204 21 Glen Dr, 70 Farrell Rd.
954'5‘3 Good;zvckzgl 301-821-0160 Voorhees 2243 S. Burtington 05401
Diego 921 609-627-4 802-864-4770
714.278-6342 Massachusetts
Jim McConchie New Mexico Virginia
Connecticut Short Hill Rd. Gary Mazarof D¢ Remen
& Gern Rudysz Uncoln 01773 Division of HPER 32 Penny Lane
239 Farms Rd., #102C 817-259-04638 Univ, of Abuquerque Sterling 22170
Aw:n6 06001 Michigan St Josaph PI§7N.W. 703-430-25582
B77-6073 Albugquer 140
s Judy Huha (Chairperson) 505821 .8‘5‘;3 Washington
Florida 2019 Lovingron Ave., 8204 Douglas A. Wilson
Frank Johason, Jim Lane Troy 48084 New York (Eastern) 5817 57 Ave. N.E
3924 Adams St. 313-588-8249 TYom Flannery Seattle 98105
Hollywood 33021 Gil Schmitt (East) 3A Alpine Dr, 206-623-4320 Ext. 31
305-825-8173 2111 Gollside Wappingers Falls 12580 West Virginia
Ypsilanti 48197 201-845-9040
Georgla 1 11 Dave Taylor
Wayneo Vincent 313-434-21 New York (Western) Rec,-Intramural Sports O#
3777 Vineyard Ct. Bob Dykstra (West) Jim Winterion Stansbury Has-W.V.U
Manetta 30062 2655 29th St. 136 Groystone Lane Morgantown, WV 26508
404-971-5441 m m 49509 Rochester 14618 304-293-5221
Idabo o 716-442-0114 Wisconsin
130 N. Placer wng 48910 Sonny Harmon P.O, Box 203
idaho Falls 83401 517-B82-8789 106 Pear Tree Rd. Wales 53183
208-523-0600 Raleigh, NC 27610 414-646-3607
Minnesota 919-227-1161
pecom. Bob Adam, Sr. BYyosing
Tom Street, Alan Shetzer 7600 Park Lawn Ave. North Dakota Barbara Williams
570 East Higgins Rd. Edina 55435 8ill Prentice YMCA-417 N. Jafferson
Elk Grove Vilage 60007 612-835-8515 1421 9th Ave. South Sherdan 82801
312-435-3030 Fargo 58102 307-674-7488
Mississippl 701-232-1422 Ge
C. T. Cardey rmany
Roben Tiedge 213 Windsor Ohio Viktor Mazurkiewicz
P.O. Box 1792 Starkvie 39759 Ron Axins LobslenstraBe 25
South Bend 46624 601-325-4915 2500 Hollyviow, N.E. 2800 Beamen
219-272-8808 North Canton 44721 West Germany
lowa 216-492-7210
526 Eicher Clayton Rahits
Keokuk 52636 4127 S. Cincinnati
319-524-1651 Tulsa 74105
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Meet Your
State Chairmen

Georgia - Wayne Vincent

“Being an athlete all my life,” said
Wayne Vincent U.S.R.A. state
chairman in Georgia, “/ could no
longer tolerate team sports. | was
looking for something more
individualized and | found
racquetball.”

Vincent, 27, is a 1968 Graduate of
Florida State University where he
starred in baseball for two years as a
pitcher under former major leaguer
Fred Hatfield,

Wayne took the reigns of the Georgia
affiliate in December of last year and
has made great strides in promoting
the game there.

A resident of Marietta (about 30 miles
north of Atlanta), Vincent and his wife
Ruth handle most of the daity work
associated with running a racquetball
association.

“Ruth's the treasurer of the
organization,” said Wayne. "She
handles the funds and is in charge of
all the paper work. And she's not a bad
player, either.”

Wayne and Ruth play at the Jewish
Community Center in Atlanta, the
current hot bed of play in Georgia.

“I envision a number of court clubs
going up in our area pretty darn
quickly,” Wayne said, “There's lots of
talk and we should see something
substantial very soon."

Wayne earns his living as aninsurance
agent for All-state, an occupation that
allows him to spread the gospel of
racquetball throughout Georgia.
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“Iwas introduced to the game through
friends,"” he said. “And | am continuing
to introduce others to the game the
same way."”

The Georgia Racquetball Association
with Vincent's leadership is actively
promoting the sport. They've already
got their state tournament organized
and send out a newsletter as often as
possible.

"We are constantly promoting the
U.S.R.A to averyone we are in contact
with," he said,

Vincent, who says he became involved
because of his interest in tournaments,
feels now that tournaments are but one
phase of the ongoing promotion of
racquetball,

“It's a rapidly growing sport,” he said.
“And we hope to make it an even faster
growing sport through our
Association."
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The Upstato New York Racquetball Association /s in the process of giving chnics for any

area of the state requesting one

Here Prosicient Jim Winterton shows the forehand swing 1o & group of onlookers at the YMCA

In Aubwm, New York. The clinic was a great success and the local popace was impressed

with both the clinic and the U.S.R.A's state progravn

Any other ciubs or organizations in New York State interested in & chnic should contact Am
Winterton, President, UN.Y.RLA., 211 Brooks Ave., Rochester, NY 14619. -Photo by Tilo Padila
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INSTRUCTIONAL PART Il

A Guide To Doubles
For the
Thinking Player

CHARLIE BRUMFIELD

Charlie Brumfield certainly needs no introduction to the racquetball public. As
holder of every major racquetball title in the game's history at one time or another,
Brumfield has earned the respect, awe, and jealousy that usually accompanies
success. He is overwhelmingly regarded as the game's all-time best player as
well as racquetball's foremost mental analyst. He is also an expert right side

doubles player.

In this article, the second of two, Brumfield relates the theories, alignments, shots
and secrets that made him such a successful doubles player.

Las! issue's discussion left off with the
various methods of court coverage
pattarns. One of the most common
(whenever possible) combination in
doubles is the lefty-righty team, which
is where we'll begin this article.

Lefty-Righty

The lefty-righty combination has
proven itself to be the arrangement for
winning doubles. The reasons are
those two big forehands on the
respective side walls. Also, il is
possible 10 back around shots directed
down the middle for one partner or the
other to get a forehand on it.

Looking back on the history of doubles
racquetball, righty-lefty combos have
won a huge majority of the major
tournaments. Brumfield and
Muehleisen won four consecutive
National Invitational Doubles
tournaments and Brumfield-Serot took
over to win the fifth. In the past, the
national invitationals was the real test
of doubles because it was an undiluted
field. In the Open nationals many top
singles players refuse to enter doubles
simultaneously since fatigue or injury
might become a deterrent to their quest
for the singles crown. To give you an
idea of what could happen when a
lefty-right combo of top singles players
did enter doubles in the open, Brum
and Serot won the 73 title, hoiding their
opponents to an average of five points
per game and beating a righty-righty
combo (Hilecher and Wong) 21-1 inthe
first game of the finals.

Given that lefty-righty is the best, what
if you're not fortunate enough to find a
southpaw partner? You're ata
disadvantage. However it's certainly
true that, R-L combos have lost in the
past. Here's how it was done.

100 JULY

Fig. 1 Pure V
How To Attack The
Lefty-Righty Combo

The Pure Vis a shot designed to bisect
the angle toward the respective back
corner, This shot is an extremely poor
selection when playing a righty-lefty
combo because you are playing into
the strength of their forehands. X need
only step over and fly kill his forehand
into the left corner and it's Adios.
(Figure 1).

The wide angle V causes absolutle
pandemonium if hit properly. It comes
off the side wall adjacent to that
powerful forehand and jams in toward
your opponent’s body. He'll be lucky
the ball doesn’t bounce off his chest
Generally speaking, since you've cul
off his leverage, all he can do is pop the

=




A
/

\
T* %]

k=

N\

Fig. 2 Wide V.

ball up for a plum. Tip: Keep this drive
shot about 3Vafeet high so ifitis not cut
off it will not travel to the back wall.
(Figure 2).

The more often you can creale a
situation where both of your opponents
try for the same ball or at least there is
confusion until the last second the
better your winning percentage will be.

With a righty-lefty combo, that land of
indecision is down the middle.
Normally it gets down to who is going to
take the ball with the backhand.

It only makes sense that a goodly
amount of serves should go down the

center for a number of reasons. First,
you can take advantage of the
confusion principle just discussed
Second, you're very likely 1o see a
backhand used for return rather than
the more powerful forehand. Third, that
ball returned from the center doesn't
have a real good angle for passing
Since mos! singles serves are
designed 10 avoid the center, maybe
some discussion of what serve louse s
in order:

1) The first alternative is a low hard

drive up the middie. Be careful 10 keep
this serve very low because if it comes
off the back wall it gives the opponent
time to adjust 1o a lorehand. This serve

\N

.

Fig. 3 Mard-Low Drive up the middie
o the back hand

should begin from a stance near the
center. If you serve from the side, the
angle may carry the ball too far to the
side where a forehand could be taken.
(Figure 3).

2) Themedium angle Z is probably the
best serve to accomplish the confusion
objective and also since it's a slowly
developing serve, it keeps your
opponents a little deeper and out of
center court longer.

Tip: Angle the ball off the side wall
nearest your most dangerous
opponent. In other words, angle the
ball toward the backhand of your
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Fig. 4 Low Hard Drive serve 10 the left.
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opponent that you prefer to return the
ball. If the stronger player wishes to
intercept this serve he must hit a ball
that is angling across his body and
away from him which is a difficuit ball
to hit with power.

3) The third serve is the low, hard
drive that gets very deep and
dnbbles around the corner toward
the center. It presents the receiving
player with a quick problem,
whether to back rapidly away to
and get a forehand on the ball, to
spin around and hit a backhand, or
let the ball go all the way over to his
teammate. Believe me, you'll get
contusion with this serve. (Figures 4
and 5).

As you will notice, all of these
service techniques are designed 10
put the ballinto the backhands of the
righty-lefty combo to take
advantage of what we'll call the
“confusion quotient.” As you might
imagine, the same tactic also pays
dividends during the rally itself,

One device I've found successful is
to aim my ceiling balls down the
middle rather than try for a wall
hugger down either the left or right
walls. Not only does this force one of
your opponents to backpedal rapidly
to try and get in position to hit a
forehand, but it also all but
eliminates giving up those pesky
setups which result when a ceiling
ball catches a side wall too far
toward the front wall.

In addition, I'll occasionally hit a
controlled drive from an overhand
stroke designed to drive down the
middie with good pace yet not come
off the backwall. This is an excellent
tactic and causes many miss-hit
returns. As a matter of fact, it is
important to follow in behind such an
overhand stroke to prevent your
opponents' miss-hit return from
dropping in for a fluke winner.

Righty-Righty

The righty-righty combination has
produced some excellent teams.
Rudyz-Luciw, Thurman-Dunn,
Zeitman-Porco, Brumfield-Marcus,
just to name a few. The vulnerability
is backhand down the left wall which
can be pounded by pure V's and
ceiling balis from the opposing
team. The strength is that leftside
forehand that can mop up the center
of the court.

There are a few special tricks of the
trade that righty-righty teams have
relied on to score their doubles
victones.

1) Wallace-Wetzel("/gotit-No you
take it.")

Barry Wallace and Bob Wetzel of
Orange Coast College, California
are definitely one of the top 10
teams in the history of outdoor
doubles despite not having a lefty to
provide that strong forehand power
on the left outside lane. Their high
finishes are a result of playing with
their own students as referees plus
a few wily tricks developed over the
years. One is so effective | leel it
deserves attention in this doubles
treatise.
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Fig. 6 1 got it ~no, you lakg ¢




The setting for their maneuver is a
siow hit ball down the right center of
the court. Wetzel moves over from
his right side position and sets up to
hit his backhand, yelling “/ got it"
loud enough for everyone to take
notice. Simultaneously, Wallace
sels up to take the ball with his
forehand. This dual motion forms an
arc of legs, bodies, and racquets
that keeps both opponents deep in
the court for fear of creating a
backswing contact avoidable
hinder. At the last second, Wetzel
drops his racquet, steps back away
from the play (coincidentally into the
nght side coverage area) and
Wallace slides in a right wall-front
wall kill. Not surprisingly, no one
gets within 20 feet of touching the
ball. (Figure 8),

2) When Bill Thurman and Bill Dun .
were in their hayday in the early 70's
they practiced a front court flooding
Coverage pattern that caused their
opponents to misread the actual
coverage zones and squander
precious set-ups. When Dunn's right
side opponent got a set up from half to
three-quarters court and prepared to

kill the ball in the nght corner, Thurman
would leave the left side completely
open and move into almost a front court
| defensive position. The shotmaker
has to think twice about shooting a ball
with the defensive man that close to his
larget area and has a tendency to
by-pass the kill attempt and drive the
ball cross-court. Meanwhile, unknown
10 everyone, Dunn has waddled over at
one mile per hour to the left to cover the
cross court drive and punched the ball
1o the ceiling and the rally starts again.
(Figure 7).

3) Probably one of the most
disciplined right side players of all time
is Dr. T. Kimbal Hill, a dental surgeon
out of San Diego. He never ventured
out of the front right corner—allowing
his long time partner, Carl Loveday, to
take all the set ups out of the back right
corner with his forehand. While Carl
was moving back to deep right, Hill
would establish a position perhaps
three feet from the right side wall—just
enough room to allow Loveday to shoot
down the alley. If the right side

opponent took a position to Kim's left,
Carl would slide the ball for a kill exactly
down the right wall. Kim would face
front and not budge an inch. If the poor
opponent tried to dart in front of Hill at
the last minute to cover the alley, Carl
would pinch the ball off the right wall
justin front of Kim. The twould
never see a thing. (Figures 8 and 9),

Playing the right side in a nghty-righty
combo requires much more patience
and poise than does the left. Your
primary responsibility is to position and
to move in such a way as to discourage
offensive shots in the right front corner.
Try 1o force the play deep and over to
the left side where your partner will
have plenty of time to set up and work
for a forehand offensive opportunity.
The “mortal sin” of right side play is
sticking your backhand out and taking
away your partner’s forehand.

As a general rule, anytime you have to
reach to the left for a backhand, your
partner has ime to make a better shot
with his forehand.

Thurman
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Fig. 7 Flooding the coverage patten
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Fig. 8 Down the kne

Fig. 9 Right wall front wall pinch,
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Safety

1) Warm up properly. Although
doubles is not nearly as taxing as
singles it nevertheless requires many
abrupt movements and hard, quick
swings. Do your body a favor and go
through a full range of stretching
exercises. Also make sure to
completely loosen up your playing arm
before serving the first ball.

2) Never swing if there is any chance
of hitting another player with your
racquet. In practice and in
tournaments, such a practice should
be recognized as a “mercy hinder."”

3) Be aware of the ball at all times.
Make it a habit of giving your opponent
more than enough room to move to the
ball, Courtesy is contagious.

4) Investigate the use of eye
protection.

5) Wear a good pair of sweats. Protect
your legs from ball impact.

6) Ifthere is no way to hit my preferred
shot without hitting my opponent |
make it a practice 10 go 10 the ceiling or
hold up and ask for a “mercy ball.”
Careful about this in tourneys, though.
Some referees force you to rip your
opponent if you want the hinder.

Coverage And Movement

Movement of the offense and defense
depends on the path of the serve.
Ideally, both teams should move to
their respective formations as soon as
possible after the ball is served and
returned (assuming the rally
continues).

For instance, if the serving team is
playing a modified deep left diagonal,
the left side player should back out
quickly two steps toward the back wall
and at least a step and areach from the
left side wall. The right side player
should not move as deep in the court
but should be careful to move quickly
away from the side wall.

Tip: Always try to get off the side wall to
avold getting “fammed™ by your
opponent's return.

Exception: If the ball is served hard
and low right behind you, never jump
off the ground as your cpponent is
striking the ball or your
maneuverabifity and agility will be
greatly impaired.
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Fig. 10 Lemting the bal go through

O+ moves (o refum the serve

02 moves info the “singles™ defensive position.
Xy moves siightly away from the right side but
feaves an alloy up the conter.

Xz moves out of center 1o open up the alley plus
move into preferred back diagonal,

Remambey - always know whera the ball is and
Watch your opponents pre-shol movement,

Fig. 11 Xamoves to block out Oz from singles
position and stif cover the left wall pinch and
Cr0SS cowt drive,

and reach to cover important
Xy moves step oy il

Modification Of Above

Despite these general rules, the
experienced team will aliow the path of
their served ball to dictate their initial
movements. However, they always
keep in mind that the objective is 10
move as quickly and efficiently as
possible into the chosen patterns.

Ball down the center-Stay near the
walls and leave a path down the middle
through which your opponent’s shot
can travel. (Figure 10).

X2 is entitled to front court position
since an O, is hitting the ball, so he
should position his body in order to
make it uncomfortabie for O; to
achieve a perfect singles position. In
other words—keep him a little deeper
than he wants to be as long as this
doesn't seriously disadvantage your
own positioning. X should not jump 100
far out to the middie as he normally
might in this deep left defensive
diagonal because the center should be
left open for Oy's return. (See Figure 11
and 12).
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Fig. 12 X, blocks out Oz from singles posdion

Xz moves step and reach responsible for alley
and shalow pinch

X1 responsibie for deep left dlagonal coverage

Fig. 13 Xz relreatls for ceting shot.

S

Fig. 14 X1 should move as ¥ he were going
play singles defense on his own partner's
This will put him in perfect position for the
opponent’s quick shot shoukd Xs misfire.
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ang wide angle pinch

Rule 1. Always follow every single
swing of your opponent 1o your primary
front court coverage zone. This means
playing without the ball and always
being in motion. Remember, in doubles
we are not trying to pace. This move
will make you look quicker than any
number of wind sprints; in a word:
anticipation.

Rule 2: It your opponent is forced out of
position automatically flow into a
singles coverage pattern. Move back to
your normal coverage position as you
see your partner regain his proper spot.
(Figures 13 and 14).

Rule 3: Play closer from a serve return
postion and aggressively rally and
follow in any weak return,

Rule 4: If the serve goes o your
pariner, forcing him deep, remember
that you have to temporarily move into
singles coverage, even if you ordinarily
play the deeper man.

Rule 5; If the ball comes directly at you
in front court and you have (o make a
quick decision on which way to jump,
always move out of the way of the
weaker shotmaker. This body
movement effectively takes the
stronger opponent away from the play.

Rule 6: It your partner has a setup from
his side of the court, you should
achieve a position as if you, not your
opponent, have to cover the shot. This
has a two fold effect: 1) It puts you In
excellent singles coverage position if
the rally continues. 2) If you're there
first, it makes your opponent work
harder for position and makes it more
difficult for him to see and return your
partner’s shot. @
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INSTRUCTIONAL

STEVE KEELEY

The
Service
Return

Editor's Note—The following article, the last in a six parn series, is excerpted
from Steve Keeley's recen! publication, The Complete Book Of Racquetball. The
book, endorsed by the U.S. Racquetball Association, is published by D.B.|
Books, Inc., 540 Frontage Rd., Northfield, Ilinois 60093. The Complete Book Of
Racquetball sells for $7.95 and in our opinion is one of the finest instructional
manuals on racquetball published to date. This segment is fromChapter 11,

Service Return,

Service Return

After the serve comes the serve return.
By now the overwhelming importance
of the service and its rebuff should be
drilled permanently into the
bottom-board crevices of the reader's
four-cornered cerebrum.

First a sound piece of advice, and then
on to the concrete specifics of service
returns, As with the server, the receiver
must think and, especially, keep his
cool. For example, upon receiving a
low hard drive, it definitely ain't cool to
tense up that pencil throat, let loose a
strident ALLEY OOP yell and attack the
little sphere with gladiator ferocity.
No-no. The service return must be
carried out in a confident and
perfunctory manner, usually stroking
the ball with 80 percent power and with
a definite shot in mind. And hang loose.

Letus commence with the stark basics,
progress into semi-muddied
sophistications, and then return to
earth with the possible types of service
returns.

The ideal position for return of service
is approximately three to four feet from
the back wall. |1 "sense" this distance
by occasionally taking up my potential
position, swiveling my upper body at
the hips such that the top half of me is
looking at the back wall, while the
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bottomn half of me is fixin' to run toward
the front wall, and waving my racquet
with an extended arm at the rear wall
plaster, If | am rooted at the correct
distance from the back wall, my
out-reached racquet will barely scrape
the plaster as | wave. (See figure 1.) |

Fig. 1-Stand 1o receive service about a racquet
and arm’s length from the back wal,

tell beginners to stand in the center of
the court because this is easy to
remember. Actually, a station slightly to
the left of center is permissible if the
receiver expects most serves will be
fired at his melancholy backhand, as is
usually the case. Figure 2 displays this
general receiving zone.

Fig. 2-The usual rocewer’s starting stance is &
racquel’s swing from back wall and siightly of
center to the backhand side

=
==

-

The correct stance within this zone has
no strict limitations. For the uninitialec
whose natural posture leans toward
the elephantine, it is beneficial o
imitate the tennis player’s ready
postion for receiving service; knees
bent slightly, eyes forward and racquet
ready. Not 1o knock tennis, but |
actually feel that a more relaxed stancé
is indicated for the intermediale to
advanced four-wall aficionado. Thiss
because, unlike tennis, the racquetbal
serve loses energy on the front wall
ricochet, arrives in rear court al a lesser
velocity and is generally presented
within fairly easy reach. Therefore your



Fig. 3-8e ready but rolaxed when
awaitng the serve.

8

receiving stance should be somewhere
between loosey-goosey and
board-rigid. Note the serve returner’'s
nitial posture in figure 3.

Now on to those semi-muddied
sophistications mentioned above.
Although service return is an
autonomous concept in itsel, it is also
a light strategic associate with the
theory of center court postion. In other
words, the idea of service return is one
wing and the concept of center court
position is another wing; and without
both of these in working order your
game will not get off the ground.

As you ponder the following
rationalization, augment the text by
examining the diagrams in figures 4
and 5. At the instant that you receive a
decent serve, you are in the worst court
position possible—in deep rear court.
Simultaneously your opponent,
stationed in exact center court, isin the
best strategic position possible.
Obviously, if you make a slight error

Fig. 4-A liberal schematic representation of
center court position (shaded area).

Fig. 5-inftlal sevver's and service receiver's
posiions (affer the serve) with respect to center
court position. Should your serve retum be a kii?

7

7

now you will not have another chance
until a point later when the next ball is
served up.

Therefore, your first objective as
service receiver is to return the ball in
such a way as to force your opponent
out of center court position. Unless the
serve is outrageously muffed —for
example one which rebounds high off
the back wall for an appetizing
set-up—do not go for the kill shot.
Rather, force your rival into back court
with a defensive shot and
subsequently assume center court
position yourself. The opening
moments of each racquetball rally are
remarkably similar to chess In that
whoever controls the middle of the
court/board will most often emerge the
ultimate victor.

If all this is acceptable, then exaclly
how is one to best utilize strategic
positioning in making strong service
returns? There are five ways. That is,
the receiver of the serve has five
possible returns. However, let's
simplify this on the grounds that
percentage racquetball dictates only
three optimal returns taken from the
basic five. They are the ceiling ball,
drive and around-the-wall-ball. These
three we will take up immediately; the
remaining two lower percentage
possibilities are the lob and Kill shot,

and they will be dealt with briskly later
on. (Note: The Z-shot is unlikely as a
return off of a good serve, due to the
receiver’s striking position in very deep
court.)

Celling Ball Return

Rank having its priority, the ceiling ball
is presented first here as thesafest and
most logical service return of all,
Remember that when the opposing
player Is serving, he is in control of
center court, and your number one
thought as service receiver is 10 shoo
him the heck outa there. Buliet balls to
the kidneys or ear lobe shots being
ilegal, return the sphere so as to oblige
him to retreat posteriorly, concurrently
allowing you to occupy the coveted
center court station. The ceiling ball
suits this occasion in a most
appropriate fashion.

The rub is that the ceiling shot
necessi‘tates veteran patience and
poise; a beginner is often overly eager
to get things rolling with a more
offensive return. The most convincing
advice to offer such early zealots is to
have them analyze a few points
between a couple of pros, or at least A
players—with a pencil and paper. Take
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Fig. 8-THE main service retum: CEILING BALL

note of the types of shots utilized to
return the first 30 serves. If at least half
of them are not ceiling balls, then either
the serves are rotten 1o the ball's core
or the subjects under surveillance are
of sub-A ranking. Patience is especially
a virtue on the service return, and the
ceiling is the path to patience.

Since the execution of the all-important
celling shot has already been detailed
in previous articles, it will be reviewed
only briefly now. Note the photo
portrayal in figure 6. Recall that the
properly struck ceiling ball initialty
contacts the ceiling, then front wall,
then floor, and ultimately bounces high
and deep into back court. It is pretty
much impossible to cut off this shot
prior to the leapfrogging bounce toward
the back wall, thus the opponent
(server) has to back-pedal and then
swat at the shot from shoulder height in
deep court. Under these
circumstances, the back-pedaling
returner of the ceiling ball usually has
no feasible choice but to come back
with a similar defensive play (i.e.
another ceiling ball).

Direct your ceiling returns to the
server's backhand (figure 7), a
process which generally entails hitting
with your backhand stroke down the
left line (against a right-hander). Keep
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Fig. 7-8asic rule of service retum: Direct most of
your sevvice rotums (o the cpponent’s weaker
siroke, the backhand in deep court (shaded
area).

the rubber orb a-huggin’ that left side
wall but, at the same time, do not allow
the type of side wall contact which will
send the ball squirting out into open air.

If, during a game, you suddenly
experience difficulty in keeping your
ceiling service returns close and
parallel to the side plaster for near
wallpaper balls, do not be afraid to
change taclics just atad, Scopeinona
celling bullseye more toward the center
of the court. Thatis, guide the sphere in
a slight cross-court direction. True, this
may result in a service return to the
server’s forehand, but this is of little
consequence provided the shot carries
deep enough in the court.

The main mission of a service return off
of a strong—or al least adequate—
serve is to spew back anything which
cannot be offensively attacked by the
server,

Al the risk of throwing this whole line of
thinking out of kilter, it is compulsory Io
add that a weak serve should not be

answered delensively, but should be

assaulted with a pass or kill attempt.

Unfortunately | see few weak serves

coming my way these days,

To me, the ceiling ball is a comforting
shot to maintain within my strategic
repository as | stand there on shaking,
spindly legs with racquet clutched in
trembling hand about to absorb the
feared rival's primo serve, Why
comforting? Because the ceiling shol
can be used to send back any service
that hamburger could offer. If he lobs
me, | can either step up and voliey the
bail to the ceiling or go to the ceiling
after the fioor bounce. If he low hard
serves me, | do my best to flail the
speeding sphere upward at the ceiling
target area. A served Z, reverse of
normal? | still look to the ceiling,
perhaps aiming slightly toward center
court to prevent the ball's English-
spawned antics from eliciting an
unwelcome encounter with the left side
wall. Too, the ceiling ball is my 100
percent rebuff for a good garbage,
unless | opt to rush the thing for a voliey
shot. And when that sly
humpty-dumpty catches me leaning
left during his drive serve to the right, |
reverse, scrambie right, cast out my
strings quick as a lizzard’s tongue and
flick the ball toward the court heavens,
praying for deep deliverance, Itis a
comforting shot and thought, isnt 1?

Drive Return

Next to the ceiling ball, the drive (pass
shot) is probably the most widely
utilized service return. The pass is
much more offensively geared than the
ceiling play, yet less offensively
oriented than the risky kill attempt.
Therelore it is neither, and both, an
offensive and defensive return of
service.

The drive return is advocated by the
player who desires to initiate a
rapid-fire, reflex type or rally.

Witness a cement coop standout
during a serious game and you wil
doubtiess observe that when that
player does bash a pass shot off the
serve, the ball is usually sent
cross-court, (Figure 8.) This is
because the cross-court drive allows
for greater margin of error—an
overused term signifying your shot can
stink and there is still a good chance
you will come out smelling like a
rose—than hitting straight up and down




Fig. 8-The corss-court drive is a good
aggressive sevvice retum

the alley. The down-the-liner should
not be discounted entirely as a
potential service return (from the
backhand side), but it is potent only
when pin-pointed with great precision,
which is a tall order for a racquetballer
of any stock. Allin all, the pros favor the
V-ball when they choose to drive return
the serve.

A rather self-evident tidbit of advice for
the would-be practitioner of drive
service returns: if you are presented
withany well-placed serve, play it safe
and go 1o the ceiling rather then ripping
off a V-ball. if you are given a
moderately good serve which has
some potential for offensive return, a
drive may or may not be made. Bad
serves deserve strong returns, such as
riproaring drives.

Specifically, do not drive back a good
garbage or similar soft style serve (e.g.
high reverse Z) which must be
contacted at shoulder height. But, do
try drives off of ill-placed garbages
which either pop off the side wall in
shallow court or carry off the back wall.
Do drive return low hard services which
either wrap around the left rear corner
for set-ups or rebound straight off the
back wall. Do slash out with a vicious
Cross-court drive off any serve
presented to your forehand, provided
you are able to set up for the shot and it
m be contacted at waist height or
r.

In short, the drive return uproots the
opponent lounging within the service
box (center court position) in a manner
which forces an immediate point or, at
least, a weak return.

Around-The-Wall Returmn

The around-the-waller is relied upon
sparsely today as a service return; for
thatmatter, its use during the course of
normal play is also scarce, This is
probably due to lack of recognition.
There are a multitude of talented court
club players who do not even realize
the A.W.B exists.

Throw an around-the-waller in
retaliation to your opponent’s next
garbage, reverse Z or lob serve, and
see if you are not pleasantly surprised
by the other dude’s shock and surprise.
This multi-angled, multi-

walled return should literally drive your
competitor up the right side wall, his
sense of equilibrium sent topsy-turvy
by the ball's aerial antics. Meanwhile,
you waitz up to center court with mouth
watering and await the lame return,

As a service return, the AW, ball
functions best against the “softer”
sorves, as opposed to the lower harder
drive serves and low hard reverse Z2's
to the backhand. The reason for this is

Fig. 9-Path of AW. bal from backhand

the around-the-waller is usually
contacted above the waist, which is the
height of presentation of the softer
serves. For me, the defensive ploy is
an acceptable response to a garbage
or high reverse Z-serve (figure 9).
Thus the A.W.B. is more freq

issued from the backhand side of the
court, and is directed upward and
cross-courtinto the right front corner at
the appropriate right side wall bullseye.
And to point out two things which
should never occur, but often do: First,
do not allow your own around-the-wall
ball to descend and strike your
lumbering person, Second, do not let
the server trample you during his
random tramp in pursuit of the elusive
orb.

Lob Returmn

If this book had been written in the very
early 1970's, when racquetball was just
crawling out of the catacombs and into
the airy glass-walled fishbowls, a good
deal of this chapter on saervice returns
would have been dedicated to that
floating, frustrating return known as the
lob. However, in these days of our
sport’'s semi-maturity, the lob is
certainly outmoded due 1o the advent
of more lively balls and modernized
racquets. Itouch hereuponthelobas a
service return only out of finicky
methodicalness.

| find myself forced into a lobbing
situation only once or twice per
tournament, and these are always
desperation flick-of-the-wrist
circumstances where no other shot is
physically possible. But even in these
rare instances | try to send the lob as
high as possible without touching the
ceiling, cross-court and strive for side
wall contact on the ball's downward
trajectory.

Avoid lobbing the serve return if at all
possible.

Kill Shot Return

The kill shot return of service is bold
and flashy when successlful,
humiliating and demoralizing when
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skipped in. As a service return weapon
off of a sound serve, it is a double-

edged sword which could just as easily
cutthe receiver as the server. As such,
the kill is an illogical choice of return.

The wizard of logic, Mr. Spock, of
television's “Star Trek,” would rarely
go for the bottom board of the

nd court within the steel
bowels of the Starship Enterprise. He
might relate that “The feasibility of
shooting the serve is a fascinating
possibility, but hardly one worthy of
actual practice."”
Another self-proclaimed logistician,
Charlie Brumfield (Ceiling ball Brum)
once sagely penned with tongue in
cheek: “So why try it (the service return
kill)? How many balls are you going to
hit for absolute winners off your
opponent's bestshot, his serve? Ican't
hit very many percentage-wise, and if
you can, send me your name and I'll
bet on you in the next national
tournament.”

This author is less fanatical about the
situation than Mr. Spock or Mr.
Brumfield. | do concur that a strong
propensity for the defensive should
occupy the player's mind as he awaits
service, But—and this is a big but—the
kill shot /s a definite percentage
possbllny as well as a quick
rally-ending ploy, for returning a weak
service. So administer the offensive
punch on a languid serve by shooting
the ball. To not do so would breach the
“Offensive theory of play,” besides
removing the keep-on-your-toes
pressure from the server who normally
packpedals nonchalantly into back
court after serving the ball.

When you do go for the death stroke on
the service return, itis generally wise to
place forehand kill attempts into the

forehand corner, and backhands into
the backhand corner. (See figure 10.)

Repetition spawns remembrance. So
excuse any redundant emphasis which
ensues, because the following concept
is worth a heaplul of points per game.
When one goes for a kill off a good
serve, all the cold and calculating
center court theory in the court world is
working against you,
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Fig. 10-A weak serve 10 the forshand may be
kiled In the right front comer.
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Does it make sense to shoot for the
roll-off from three-quarter court when
your nemesis is stationed in front of you
in perfect center court position? If you
skip the ball in, your rival picks up a
point without expending an iota of
energy; and if you leave the ball up
even slightly on the front wall, your
opponent will be right there in two
daddy-sized steps ready to gratefully
pounce on the plum, This time he gains
the point by outlaying but few milliergs
of energy. Of course, it is true that if
your shot is a fiat roll-out then you win
the side-out (not the point) along with
the admiration of the spectators, but |
can almost guarantee this will transpire
a low percentage of the time. Save your
kill shots for riper times, which are sure
to arise during the course of the rally.

(it must be clear that the above
paragraph assumes the serve to you,
the reclever, is a good-to-moderately
good one. But again, if the serve is
weak, then inhale, grunt and tee off
offensively with a kill or pass.)

But, you cry in rebuttal, it feels so fine to
smack those solid flat rollers which
send the server into vocal fits of
self-condemnation. True. Just observe
a pro take another pro's weak serve
and handle it adeptly with a kill shot
return. The faces of the server and
returner are respective masks of agony
and ecstasy: “I've been had by that
lucky sonofaduffer!" the pro server
fumes internally as he snails with

weighted shoulders to rear court.
“That'll show that pea-brained court
scum!™ his jubilant peer inwardly leers
as he moseys 10 the service area. The
latter casts a knowing eye at the
bleachers, dramatizing his temporary
stroke of proficiency. Two plays later,
our man with the up-turned eyes and
up-turned nose is a picture of humsity
and frustration. His eyes look inward,
avoiding contact with all others, for he
has just skipped in three service return
kill attempts in a row.

| can identify with the above fantasized
(?) anecdote. Back when | was a pure
court rat, flaunting freak balls,
enthusiasm and jockstrap headbands,
| often found myselfin the same movie
I wanted to display my flash, power and
ignorance to the sprinkling of
mini-skirted dumplin’s in the gallery. |
did this by pouncing regularly on every
other service and flailing for the botlom
board. Won their hearts, but not the
game.

Let's assume, contrary to this, that yoy
are after points. Want to unifurl a
paragon of patience, poise and savvy
to the grizzled court veterans in the
stands? Then send your service
returns elsewhere than the bottom
board.

Summary

When practicing the various defensive
shots, you automatically groom your

skill in the area of service return. Keep
in mind that most balls being put ing



play will be directed at your backhand,
and train accordingly. The fly in the
SOup is that the offensive game is also
an integral component of the receiver's
consideration. Hence, some skill for
being able to bury the ball low into the
corners is needed. It is a tough order,
but drill for the service return by
keeping up on all the defensive
(especially) and offensive shots used
in racquetball.

The ultimate way to practice the return
of service is to find someone who
wants to work on his serves. In this
case he serves, you return and the ball
i$ caught. Repeat and re-repeat

The summary of a dissertation on
service return is easily written:

1) The principal service retumn is the
ceiling ball.

2) To a certain degree, the type of
serve will dictate your type of response,
3) Be patient when responding to a
good serve, and be alert for offensive
possibilities when given a poor serve,
4) Mix up your returns if you have not
yet discovered anything that is
especially effective against an
individual server (e.g. at the beginning
of the gama),

5) If a specific service rebuttal does
prove to be the antidote against a
particular opponent, importune him
without variation with that shot,

6) Nexttothe serve, the service return
18 the most overshadowing facet of
racquetball play.

By way of further summary, the most
common errors department is
extensive:

1) Assuming an initial stance too
anterior in the court. Start with heels
about three feet from back wall.

2) Following the return stroke, not
moving up o seize center court
position. Do no lollygag in back court,
but follow in your shot,

3) Not aiming for a specific shot. Do
not spray your returns at random.

4) Forgetting the prime objective of
neutralizing the server's positional
advantage. Drive him posterior.

5) "Running around” the ball l0 take
what should have been a backhand
stroke with the forehand. This is
strategically sacrilegious, positionally
suicidal and leads to inferior
development of the backhand

6) Indiscriminately shooting of the ball
off the serve. Gel hep with a
conservative train of thought when
receiving service

7) Not employing the “fifth wall”
enough. The celling is nol there solely
10 keep the raindrops out and the
racquetballs in

8) Hitting ceiling shots on balls
presented to the receiver below waist
height. Recall that a weak serve at
knee level or lower should be assauited
with offensive intent,

9) Not hitting ceiling shots on balls
presented 1o the receiver above waist
height. @
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INSTRUCTIONAL

LARRY BOBBITT

Developing

Your

Racquetball Skills
At A Faster Rate

Editor's Note:

Larry Bobbitt started playing
racquetball six years ago when he was
in the U.S. Air Force. After completing
his military duty, he attended several
racquetball camps which were held by
racquetball professionals.

Presently, Larry is the racquetball
instructor at Red Lerille's Health and
Racquet Club in Lafayette, Louisiana.
He also is the Academic Counselor for
Student-Athletes at the University of
Southwestern Louisiana. HehasaB.S
in Business Administration, B.S. in
Health and Physical Education, and an
M.Ed. in Education.
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This article is addressed primarily to
the novice or intermediate racquetball
player. The information is intended for
players who are making racquetball a
secondary but a permanent dimension
in their lives. It is intended as much for
women as for men,

| believe there are some basic
principles that you (the novice and
intermediate racquetball player) can
use 1o develop your racquetball skills at
a faster rate. Some of these principles
you may know and understand, but |
think they need 1o be re-emphasized. |
am convinced that the application of
these principles will improve your level
of play and enhance your enjoyment of
racquetball.

The first step, and perhaps the most
critical, Is the establishment of goals.
These goals must be defined in
measurable behavioral terms and
distinguished between process and
product assessments, A product is the
outcome of a behavior, e.g., the
number of kill shots executed, the
number of games won,

Processes are the behaviors emittedin
producing a desired outcome, e.g.,
getting in position 1o hit the ball,
walching the ball while hitting, and
following through after hitting the ball.
In the early stages of learning
racquetball, | recommend that you
focus primarily on process behaviors.
Judging your progress according to the
number of kill shots executed or games
won can seriously undermine your
progress in racquetball. | will elaborate
on this point later,

Defining your initial objectives in terms
of process behaviors does present
some problems. Many behaviors that
are generally treated as discrete units
are actually chains of smaller
behaviors. Chaining is a series of
responses that foliow in close
succession and thus form a more
complete behavior, For example, the
compiete art of hitting a racquetball
requires running to the ball, getting into

position with the racquet back and wrist
cocked, bending your knees, watching
the ball, and swinging through the ball
The mos!t accurate way to define your
goals is to divide your racquetball skills
into chains and define your goals in
terms of the units that these chains
comprise.

The chaining concept has major
implications for the relearning of
racquetball skills. While a novice in
racquetball might have to learn every
single unit in a chain, an established
player might need to reshape only one
or two of those units. Focusing on one
unit at a time, while leaving other
behaviors intact, is the most reinforcing
way 10 rebuild a racquetball skill. If you
have not been sufficiently cocking your
wrist on your strokes or have not been
following through on your shots, you
initially should attempt to change only
one of these elements. You might
begin with the link closest to the end of
the chain (following through) and work
backward. This approach seems o be
less disruptive of the previously
established response chain than
beginning with an early link and
working forward. Or, if one link is
noticeably easier to change than
another, you might begin with the
easier link. The point is that you should
focus on one thing at a time; do not Iry
to rebuild a skill in one day.



Your behavior objectives will change
tremendously as you progress in your
racquetball skills. Once you have
developed some proficiency in
exewping the fundamental process
behaviors, you can begin thinking in
lerms of products, e.g., number of
serves that produced weak returns.
You eventually should reach a point
where the goals are very stringent. For
example, your goal might be to play the
percentage shot on every shot hit to
you in a match. Who knows, one day
your goal may be to win the Nationals.

A primary problem in attempting to
monitor your behavior objectives is that
the logistics of monitoring can
undermine your enjoyment of
racquetball. Paper-and-pencil
lechniques are generally too
cumbersome for self-recording in
racquetball. Instead, | recommend the
wrist counter which can be used 10
record your behavior without
interfering with the game itself. With the
wrist counter, you can record three
behaviors concurrently or you can
record occurrences of a particular
bohavgo: plus opportunities for that
behavior. A wrist counter with three
Separate recording dials can be
obtained from Behavior Research
Company, Box 3351, Kansas City,
'S(:%?)” 66103, for approximately

Another method | recommend for
recording behavior is the bead counter.
The bead counter is worn around the
wrist and allows you to monitor up to
eight behaviors at once. The beads are
tightly strung so they will not

acc slip back and forth. Each
sirand has 12 beads, but the number of
sirands and beads per strand can be
increased

The best way to record your behavior in
racquetball is a straight frequency
count (the number of times a response
occurs). It will present a descriptive
picture of your behavior.

As previously stated, self-recording in
racquetball should focus on process
behaviors rather than product
behaviors. Assessment of process
behaviors will be more useful in
improving your racquetbaill game.

In practicing your racquetball skills you
do not need a playing partner, It is a fact
that practicing your backhand stroke
independently may be more beneficial
than working on it under game
conditions, Independent practice gives
you more opportunities 1o execute the
backhand stroke than game conditions
do. Independent practice also allows
you to keep playing conditions more
consistent than is typically possible
under game conditions, This is
especially important in the initial stages
of skill acquisition. For example, it is
very difficult to develop your backhand
stroke when the ball is coming back to
you in many different ways.

Another way o improve your
racquetball skills is to take formal
Instruction from a qualified instructor,
rather than going out and learning on
your own. Whife you can acquire many
skills just by playing, you can aiso
acquire a multitude of bad habits that
are practically impossible to change.
Naturally acquired skills can imit your
future development. So if you plan to
get any instruction in racquetball, the
best time to get it is when you first get
involved in the game.

Another approach you can use to
improve your racquetball skills Is
simply by watching a skilled player
perform. This is called modeling. A
demonstration of the forehand stroke is
often much clearer than a verbal
description of the forehand stroke. You
will benefit most from watching a skilled
performance after you have developed
some fundamental skills of your own.
Otherwise, you will not be aware of
what the skilled player is doing. You will
only be aware that the player is
executing certain major skills. You will
not see the behavior chains (e.g.,
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positioning of the feet, racquet back
and cocked, follow-through) that
constitute those skills.

Much of your reinforcement for
participating in racquetball will come
quite naturally from the activity itself;
but natura! reinforcement is not
inevitable. We are all famikar with the
player who plays racquetball with the
greatest anticipation but ends up hitting
his racquet on the wall or floor — or at
any rate, feels that his or her game has
completely deteriorated. This sense of
frustration can be removed. There are
several procedures for maximizing the
reinforcement value of playing
racquetball and for minimizing its
frustration potential.

There are two major objectives that
characterize participation in
racquetball — exercise and execution
of shots. It does not matter how badly
you play, vigorous racquetball playing
will make it worthwhile, Unfortunately,
the amount of exercise and proficiency
of play tend to be highly correlated.
This is particularly true if you consider
the performance of all players
collectively. Poor performance on the
part of one or more players usually
means that the ball is not kept in play
long enough for anyone to get much
exercise. Another way that poor play
diminishes the exercise value of
playing racquetball is when things go

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 113



badly, and you stop moving, attempting
difficult shots and start sulking between
points, This slows the pace of the game
even more, accentuates your mood of
self-pity; and further decreases your
performance level. These problems
cannot be totally eliminated, but you
can control the pace of your
movements between shots, If those
behaviors can be altered, you can still
get a great deal of exercise even
though you are not playing well.

The second major source of
reinforcement for playing racquetball
comes from the execution of shots,
There are two types of feedback in
evaluating your performance level in
racquetball. The first is what Rushall
and Siedentop (1972) refer 1o as
intrinsic information feedback. This
kind of feedback is inherent in
racquetball. You can immediately
determine whather you hit the ball
correctly with power and accuracy.

D

60
>

This feedback will affect your future
attempts at that behavior. Even though
racquetball provides a lot of intrinsic
feedback, external feedback is
important also. External feedback,
which is another means of evaluating
your performance level in racquetball,
is the information regarding your
performance that is supplied from an
external source. For example, an
instructor may view your process
:)e"havia:h(rosponse chains) and then
ell you what you are doing wrong or
right. The best way to get external
feedback is 1o use videotapes of your
performance. A videotape can give you
immediate and accurate feedback
about your responses — feedback that
can be very useful in adjusting those
responses,

In evaluating your performance under
game conditions, you must examine
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your playing in highly specific terms. It
is not sufficient simply to ask whether
you are having a good or bad day.
Instead, you must appraise your
playing in the different situations that
occur during play. There are two
questions that you should ask about
each situation: (1) Was the correct shot
attempted? (2) Was the shot
performed correctly? When you are
playing poorly, it may be that the shot
was well executed but inappropriate for
that situation. Or, you may have
salected the right shot but executed it
poorly. If you do not answer these
questions, you may attempt to change
the wrong phase of your game.

A phenomenon known 1o all who play
racquetball is the infamous bad day.
Absolutely everything goes wrong and
you become convinced that the gods
are agains! you. Itis this kind of day that
can cause a racquetball player to give
up the game. However, there are ways
10 find reinforcement even on the worst
days. Usually there is some aspect of
your game that you are executing fairly
well — ceiling shot, pass shot or
whatever. Capitalize on that shot and
use it extensively enough to make the
game interesting. In racquetball a
sense of control is fundamental 10
enjoying the game. By emphasizing a
shot that you are executing fairly well,
you can achieve some sense of
control, even on bad days,

Self-verbakization is another principle
that can be used to learn and improve
your racquetball game. Just before a
shot is o be executed, we say to
ourselves, “Do this and do that.” It is
imperative that your self-verbalization
focus on process rather than product.
Focusing on the product (“Hit the bal
fow,"” “Hit the ball in the corner™) will
cause you to anticipate the
consequences of your actions, which
often will cause you to lose sight of the
immediate shot to be executed.
Self-verbalizations such as "Get in
position,” "Watch the ball,” and
“Swing through the ball” will focus
your attention where it belongs. These
verbalizations will also maximize the
chances of the ball hitting in the corner
for a winner.

What | have just described is a
procedure for concentration. Lack of
concentration is often the cause of
executing poor shots in racquetball.
But how does one learn to
concentrate? | do not have the

complete answer, but | believe that
salf-verbalization will increase
concentration. Verbally telling yoursell
to do something does increase the
probability of doing it.

In the previous paragraph | suggested
that concentration is a very elusive
concept, but | think an even more
elusive is the concept of confidence,
Whatever confidence is, it probably
emerges primarily from success
Confidence is a covert response which
entails at least two dimensions: (1)
absence of extreme muscular tension,
and (2) the belief that you can execute
the shots required in racquetball.

It is without question that extreme
muscular tension will adversely affect
your performance in racquetball.
Muscular tension is very destructive 10
a forehand or backhand stroke which
require a great deal of muscle
coordination. To alleviate this tension, |
recommend that you engage in some
type of muscle relaxation exercises just
before you play. If you can put muscle
relaxation under the control of a single
stimulus (e.g., the word relax), you
could employ that strategy during play
This procedure was proposed by Bugg
(1972). He advocates that a person do
three things when confronted with
muscular tension or stress: (1) Take a
deep breath and let it go suddenly.
According to Bugg this procedure
forces relaxation at least for a spit
second. (2) Tell yourself to relax. (3)
Focus for a few seconds on something
very pleasant. After completing these
steps, you will redirect your attention fo
the problem situation. Whenever you
felt yourself tensing up, you could apply
this technique during a time out of
between games in a match.

Another effective way 10 relax or
reverse anxiety reactions is
self-directed guidance (Meinchenbaun
and Cameron, 1974). When you begin
to get anxious, you probably say a
number of things to yourself that
accentuates your anxiety (e.g., "/'m
going to look bad," "I'm really going to
be embarrassed!”) If you would stan
emitting positive self-utterances (€.9,,
“I'm well prepared for this match,” My
shots are as good as anyone’s,” All |
need to do Is play percentage
racquetball.”) Al the first sign of
tightness or anxiety, muscular 1€050n
can be avoided. Whenever you 21
yourself tensing Up, You could apoly
that stimulus immediately.



A second dimension of confidence Is
believing that you can execute the
shots that are required to play a good
game of racquetball. By visualizing the
execution of a forehand shot and
expeniencing favorable consequences
resulting from the shot, you may
mprove your ability to hit the forehand
shot. Some support for this belief is
provitied by Corbin (1967). He

compared actual practice of a skill to
mental practice and to no practice. He
found, not surprisingly, actual practice
produced more rapid acquisition than
did the other conditions. However,
mental practice was superior 10 no
practice. Corbin also found that mental
practice was most effective when it was
preceded by actual practice. To
visualize yourself accurately
performing racquetball skills will help
you in executing those skills.

Your overall perception of yourself as a
racquetball player can be improved
Ihrough positive self-references. In
racquetball, as in life, we can focus too
much on our negative attributes.
Undoubtedly, there are many good
features of your racquetball game. By
recording these positive features and
verbakzing them to yourself just before
playing a match, you may enhance
your perception of yourself as a
racquetball player.

In this article, | have identified some
basic principles that will help you
develop your racquetball game at a
faster rate. Go forth and play
racquetball!! @
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INSTRUCTIONAL

TERRY FANCHER

Basics For

Beginners

The Back Wall

If you are a beginner at the game of racquetball, or have played for only a short
period of time, this article is written for you. It has been the experience of many
teaching professionals thal new players, men, women or children, who take either
group or private lessons at a club, YMCA or other facility start to acquire needed
fundamentals of the game right from the beginning. Conversely, players who
participate in the sport for a period of months without instruction have a very
difficult time in trying to correct bad habits. In short, it makes sense to start
learning correct techniques from the onset of play rather than having to readjust

poorly learned techniques later.

One of the most common shots in
racquetball not only for beginners but
for all levels of play is the back wall shot
(Fig. #1). Any ball that rebounds crisply
off of the front wall at a height of five
feet or more will probably carry off the
rear wall and Is retrievable.

T -1

L \

Fig. "1—Typical off tho back wall set up.
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If the player can reach the ball on its
rebound off the back wall in time, he
can hit a hard offensive return or go for
the kill. If the player has to rush to the
ball and does not have time to set up,
then the shot should be returned
defensively. In any case, this shot is
one of the most basic in the game and
should be mastered if the player
wishes to play the game successfully.

A meaningful sequence to teach or
learn the back wall shot for a beginning
playeris described in outline form in the
following paragraphs:

Step 1. The instructor or friend tosses
short back wall set ups as the first step
in learning the shot. A ball is tossed to
the floor about two feet from the back
wall and rebounds toward the beginner
who is already in the position required
for an easy forehand return (Fig. #2).
This drill may be practiced with a
bucket of old balls tossed one after the
other and the purpose is to give the
student a feeling for the basic rhythm of
the shot and stroke.

Key indicators of success for the
drill are:

1. Do not position yourselftoo close to
the back wall; allow room for the ball to
rebound

2. Keep the ball at arms length

3. Keep your feet spread widely apart
4. By the time the ball hits the back
wall, your racquet head should be up
and your wrist should be cocked

5. Bend at the knees

Fig. #2--With a friend or instructor, the ball is
tossed off the wall and the student stnikes X 10the
front wall,




Fig #3—Instructor hits & back wall set up to
hmsalf and student imitates movement and
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6. Allow the ball to drop to waist height
before striking
7. Focus vision on the ball at all times

Step 2. After step one feels
comfortable, usually after 25 to 50 balls
have been struck, the beginner then
may ;tart from center court position to
practice the footwork and positioning
similar to that in a game situation. The
instructor stands in right center court
and the student stands in left center
court; then the instructor hits a back
yvgll set up to himself and the student
imitates the movement and timing of
the instructor (Fig. #3). This gives him
afeeling of exactly how quickly he must
move back to retrieve the ball.

Key indicators for success are:

1. Track the ball to the back wall and
focus your eyes on the ball as it hits the

front wall, the fioor on the bounce, and
then rebounds to you off the back wall
2. Follow the ball facing the right side
wall (forehand) with a sideways
cross-over step or a sideways slide
step

3. Keep the ball at arms length as it
rebounds off the back wali to aliow fora
full swing and to eliminate jamming the
swing

4. Allow the ball to drop below the
waist before beginning the swing

5. Quickly get the head of the racquet
up, cock the wrist, plant both feet
securely on the floor, and let the ball
drop Into pesition

6. Stepintothe stroke with the forward
foot as you start to make contact with
the ball

7. Remember, the harder the ball is
struck on the preceeding shot, the
further it will rebound off the back wall.
The softeritis struck on the preceeding
shot, the less it will rebound off the

|
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Fig. #4—Instructor hits a back wall set up and
sludent executos the compliote set up and siroke
S0quence.

back wall. Therefore, the harder the

ball has been hit, the less distance you
will have to move back and the softer
the ball is hit, the more you will have to
move back into deep courtto retrieve it.

Step 3. Aiter repeating the tracking drill
several imes the instructor now hits
the student an actual back wall set up.
If the lead-in drills have been taught
correctly, the basic execution will now
make sense 10 the student. The
instructor stands in the same position
as in Figure #3 except he now hits the
ball straight off the back wall and the
student executes a complete
off-the-back wall return sequence (Fig.
#a).

Common mistakes include the
following:

1. The player does not follow the ball
to the back wall but instead waits for the
ball to come to him on the rebound

2. The beginner does not stop his
retreat to the back wall in time and the
ball rebounds away from him

3. Abeginnermay follow the ball to the
back wall but does not allow himself
enough room o execute a full swing at
the ball

4. The player trys to strike the ball too
soon, at head or shoulder height,
resulting in an awkward and ineffective
return

5. The player attempts to retun the ball
without having the racquet back or feet
set prior to executing the swing
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After the basic back wall sequence is
learned, then further practice can be
devoted to more precise execution and
timing. The set ups may also be
practiced above. Group drills for
teaching the back wall shot can be
used with as many as four beginners
on the court at one time (Fig. #5).
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Fig, #5—Student axacutes the back wall sot up,
then retums 10 the end of the lne.

A constant and continuous rotation of
the sequence lets the students walch
for aerrors 1o be corrected the next time
their turn comes up. It also allows a
brief rest prior 1o trying again. The
instructor can speed up or slow down
the drill as he pleases or stop 1o point
out corrections that need 1o be made.

The same drill may be used to teach
the proper return of a ball that rebounds
from front to back wall without striking
the floor on its journey to the back wall.
(Fig. #6). Instead of having to retreat
for this type of shot, the player has to
quickly move to short court position to
return the shot. The difference in these
two shots is that one strikes the floor
enroute to the back wall and the other
does not. A player must learn to
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Fig. ¥6—The ball rebounds so hard and high off
the front wall that 2t does not sirtke the Boor and
lands in front coun.

]

distinguish quickly between the two
shots because you must move in two
different directions depending on
which shot is to be played.

The same group drill may be used to
teach beginners to recognize and
execute both the shots. The only
difference is that the instructor varies
the set-ups and the students must
decide for themselves which way o
move for the ball. The drill teaches
quick anticipation. One key factor for
the player to consider is how hard and
high the ball is hit on the front wall,
because that will determine whether o
not it will strike the floor before hitting
the back wall.

This brings us to the final analysis of a
perfectly executed back wall set up and
kill. The lower the ball is struck in
relation to the floor, the less chance it
will have to stay in play (Fig. #7). In
effect the back wall return becomes a
back wall set up with a kill shot return in
which the ball is virtually unreturnable.
Varied with an occassional pass down
the left or right wall, the shot becomes
even more effective. @

Fig. #7—The lower the ball is aliowed 10 drop
before baing hit, the less the angle o the front
wall, and the less chance it wil

pop up and stay n play
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INSTRUCTIONAL FOR INSTRUCTORS

Footwork

Lee Duda is the head pro at the
Evanston Court Club, Evanston,
Winois, a top ranked A player in that
stale and long-time contributor to
National Racquetball magazine.

As instructors and players we have all
acmired the grace and agility of the
professional tour player. His fluid ability
10 move after the ball seems almost
impossible to achieve. His timing is
perfect and his physical skills are
unparalled by those of any other
racquet sport.

As Instructors, we more frequently see
the novice player who can barely hit the
ball, He is afraid to move forward or
backward to retrieve a ball. But this
player is our bread and butter. It's our
100 1o refine his skills and transfer him
into a player whose ability approaches,
0 the greatest extent possibie, the
ability of the touring pro. With proper
instruction and a lot of patience on the
part of both the instructor and the
player, this can be achieved,

If one walches a skilled player, he
notices that this player can switch to
the forehand or the backhand hit in an
nstant. If one watches the novice
player, he sees the opposite. If the
novice takes a ball on the forehand and
his next shot is hit to the backhand, he
will invariably back up and attempt to
lake a forehand shot without pivoting.
To really help a student, an instructor
must understand what causes this
dgifference between pro and novice.

The answer is simple, but important, —
no matter how perfect the swing, you
can't hit the ball if you can't get your
racquet on it. In other words, if you
don’t move your feet (and your
expletive deleted), you can't hit the ball.
I you don't pivot your hips and feet, you
can't turn your body to hit the ball.

The solution is simple: Move your feet,
turn your body, and hit the ball. But,
most beginners are not aware of this
simple concept when they start to play.
As instructors, we must understand the
beginner's lack of awareness of this
concept and be prepared to teach body
and feet movements in the initial
s$@s50ns with a student.

———

To do this | have my student participate
in a pivot drill to make him aware of the
proper movement. | ask the student 1o
start in an open position with his body
facing the front wall. If he is right
handed, | ask him to turn to the right,
drop his right foot back and step
sideways to the front wall with his left
foot. While he turns, he is getting his
racquet in position to hit the ball. This
imitates the forehand hit. | ask him to
repeat this until he gets his feet and
body moving properly.

Then | do the same drill for the
backhand. The student starts in the
open position, drops the left foot back,
and steps sideways to the front wall
with the right foot. While pivoting he's
getting the racquet in position to hit.
Now he has learned how to pivot both
to the forehand side and to the
backhand

Finally, | work on the transition from
forehand to backhand. | start the
student again in the open position and
ask him to repeat the drill continuously
moving from backhand to forehand 1o
backhand, etc. Hopefully, he is now
aware that he can move his feet and
can pivot. It actually turns out to be a
half step and a turn to the right and a
half step and turn to the left from the
open position, butitis movementto the
ball and that's what this game

is about. @
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TOURNAMENT RESULTS

- - -
Virginia
1977 USRA Virginia State Singles & Doubles
Tournament

The first USRA Virginia State singles and
doubles tournamaent was held March 4, 5 and 6 &t
the new Courts Royal Richmond facility, A record
127 entries comprised the field in five divisions,
which kept 1he 11 courts busy from 2 p.m, Friday
until 5 p.m. Sunday with over 170 matches.

In the open singles division with 45 entries saw
1he 10p eigt saeds progress 10 the quanar-finals
with only onoe upset, Mike Mankin of Alexandria
upse! #7 seed Clay McCaskey of Richmond
12-21, 21-5, 11-8. Tom Kutas the ¥1 seed and
defending state champion moved 10 the sami's
by defeating #5 seed Buzz Parker 21-6, 21-11
Tom's cpponent in the sami’'s was Jack Blysione
(¥4 sead) who defeated Stan Weinstein by a
forfail as a senes of cramps would not allow Stan
10 got started. Kutas defeated Blystone (21-13,
21+8) 10 reach the finals as Jack just couldn't get
his shooting game going. In the lower hall of the
draw Glen Allen the 73 seed advanced (o the
semi's by defeating Mikg Mankin 21:6, 21.6. Ed
Remen, seeded #2, and las! yoar's runner-up 10
Kutas, moved inlo the semi’s by defeating Jim
Roberson 21-7, 21-6 in a battie of the shooters.
Homen deleated a tved Allen who was also
moving along in the Senior competition 21-12,
21-17 toreach the finaks and set up a re-match of
last yoar's state finals. Tom Kutas provided
AQaiN as the stato champlon with a 21-7, 2117
victory, as Ed came up a iittle short agamn for the
2nd yoar in a row, There's always next year, Ed!

Jack Blysions 100K third as an exhausted Glenn
Allen could not muster enough anergy 10
chalienge Jack.

The Senicr Division drew 22 top competitors.
The 10p 4 seeds progressed 10 the semi's with #1
seed Bill King lacing #4 saed George Long in the
upper brackel, King, the delandeng state senior's
champ, defealed Long 21-14, 21-14 10 reach the
finals. In the bottom hall of the draw, ¥2 seed
Glonn Allon met #3 seed Bill Buckman. Buckman
emerged 1he winner in a long, hard contested
match, Bil King beat Buckman for the teie again
21-14, 21-10. George Long beat Glenn Allen for
third piace 14-21, 21-3, 11-1,

The Woman's Open, with 24 entries, saw #1
seod Carol Frenck defeat Pat Tillotson, an
up-and-coming competitor, 2112, 214 in the
somi’s. Barbara Leavitt ¥2 seed, defoated Fran
Davis 21-14, 21-6 10 reach the finals. Carol, one
of the 10p ranked women playess in the nation,
proved 100 fough for Barbara who gave a valiant
effontina21-11, 21-5 loss. Pat Tillotson deleated
Fran Davis for third 21-6, 21-11,

The Open B singles division showed 1he largest
number of enines with 60 pamicpants. The
caliber of play was axcallent and all had a good
expedence in what was for many their first
toumament. Casol Franck dedeated Todd Carler
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Ed Remen goes 1o the caiing in his quavter-final
round win over Jim Roberson in the
Virginia State Champlonships.

10 reach the finals 21-11, 21-16, In a hard fought
maich Leroy Pringle of Hamplon defeated a
rapicty coming Gusdo Alvarez 21-20, 21-13, The
finals proved 10 be @ barn-bumer with Carol
losing the first game 21186 but coming back
strong 21-7 10 take the second. The momentum
waxs with Carol for the 11 point g breaker as she
ran 1he score 10 10-6. However, she could not
find that last point as Pringhe came back strong 10
take it 11-10 and win the title

The doubles fek! had 21 entries. Top seeded
King-Kutas defeated Grandy and Graham i the
semis 21-16, 21-7; Remen and Blystone
dedeated Door and Drennon 21-12, 21-13 10
reach the finals. Remean and Biysione upset the
¥1 team of King and Kutas 21-13, 21-7 10 1ake
the state doubles tithe, Jack Blysione put on a
roflout exhibition that could not miss. With Ed
retnoving and Jack shooting, King and Kutas
Could not get gong and remained frustrated until
the end

Everything went smoothly, with a great
hospitalty rcom made available to the players
and thelr famées by Anne Remen and har
helpers, Jennifer McCaskay and Debbie Miller, A
special thanks 1o Courts Royal Richmond and
Grog Cuenin for all their help, Dr. Pepper people
and McDonald's for their contribution, Sid Semel
lor a great Hoor managing job and Anne and Ed
Remen for running such a smooth tourney
Looking forward 10 a bigger and batier turnout
next year.

Arkansas

Arkansas held its first state champonsiyp since
25 aflation with the USRA at Burns Park Tennis
Conter in North Listlo Rock and & was by far the
biggost and most succoessful tournament ovor,
Bratt Mistele who has baen bidding for the state’s
honor for three years, finally is tha 1977
Arkansas state champion, It wasn'! aasy,
however, as Jack Wrenn took Mistele 1o the thres
game limit before losing 21-11, 10-21, 11-9

This was the first tme Arkansas had a women's
championship and Lisa Coling is its first
champion. The lady’s bracket proved to ba one of
tho most exciting of the tournament. Lisa played
Carolyn Holiday to the tie breaker, 17-21, 2141,
11-9, before a full gallery.

The biggest surpriso of the tournament was Mol
Kinco. who enteced his first state tourmament in
tho B bracket. Melvin won the B bracket by
beating Clovis Swinnay, former New Odean's
Saint, 21-14, 2114, Mal, who also entared the A
bracket for 1he exparience, made i 10 the
semi-linals and tock first seed Jack Wrenn three
games before losing, 21-20, 20-21, 11.4,

Dick Wells, two months shy of being a master's
playor, ook the C bracket ovar Neil Bryant 21-16,
21-7.

Bob Plante is Arkansas’ master's champson; he
beat Lee Morgans in the fnals 14-21, 21417,
116

Hugh Groover, Athletic Director at Harding
College, defeated Ross Cox 1o become
Arkansas’ senors champilon

Hertarn Jones, 15, IS the new junior Chamgion
deleating Bill Dodson, Jr., 14, 21-2, 21-5

Vermont

Host: Fountain of Youth Court Club & Health
Spa

Men's Senlors (Semifinals): Chamessan @ Nosban 214
21:19; Meltzer 0. Basorwe 21497, 2118

(«c ) Mazer @ Croslensen 217, 2111

Man's D (Owarnertnais) noacone ¢ Hasdse 2114, 214
Chintoraon ¢ lvevson 212, 207, Mat 0 Oncom 2314, 2110,
Polopeh ¢, Lotewgo 2414, 21418

{Semi-finsla); lanvacons ¢ Ctvalensen 7920 1527, 112
Polopeh d Hal 202 14

{Championship): Poioek @ lanracone 21-90, 2104
Women's B (Semifinaha): Ove ¢ Agueva 214,219 st @
Eastrran 210, 214

(Champlonahip): Dee ¢ Jeced 2110, 2197

Men's Noviee (Ovarsarfinai). HaBosua d Gagre 317
13 Mohnd Francs 214, 2111, Brurbio 0 Gakdys 312 2740
McCormich d. Cuniile 2149, 219

(Semifinals): Mot & HaBerslach 213, 215 Drusstie &
MeCormeh 21430, 21-18

(Champloaship): Hotn 4 Brumtse 21419, 2198

Women's Novice (Cuarter-Snala): Kral & Curdtie 21-1, 2111
Assetn d. Boardmen 21.7, 213, Trabass d Matweo 21-2. 276
ngratam d MoAvoy 21.0. 1.2

(Semi-hingle): Kool 0. Assoln 2027, 2118, 110 Trabosn 2
ngrabam 21.7, 215

(Champicaahip): ¥
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Ohio

The First Annual Count Yard Semi-Pro/Am was
heid March 4, 5 & 6 at Cincinnatl's Count Yard,
North. Four dwisions, Men's Semni-Pro, Women's

Semi-Pro. Seniors and Class B drew 97 playess
from alk over the mid-west.

Top s09cs in the Men's Semi-Pro Dwision
inchuded: Chuck Cooper, 1976 Kentucky State
Singles Champion; Ron Johnson, 1976 Indiana
State Singles Chamgson. and Latry Fox 1976
Junsor Nationals (16-and-under) Champon. The
finals saw 17-year-old Steve Suli, Eimhurst, L,
winnng the Nirst game over 17-year-old Fox,
Cincinnati 2110, Despite Sult's excelient kills,
Fox fought back 10 win the second game 21-12
In the tie beaaker Sull jumped out 1o an early lead
of 6-2 but agan Fox came fom behnd 10 win
11:9 in an oxcellent display of racquetball

The Women's Serme-Pro Drwson saw
14-yoar-0id Bobbi Brennan, Frankion, Ky, upset
number two seed Nance Messerschmeht, Fort
Wayne, Ing , i the semi-Snals In the tinals,
oumber one seed Gorr Stoffregen, Cincinnati
showed excolient form as she beat Bronnan 1o
copiure the Women's Sems-Pro Division,

Senice Division saw Lan Wiason, Loutsville, down
Aod McKinley, Cincinnatl 21-8, 21-6

Inthe Class B event, Ebjan Helton, Cincnnat, O,
fought his way through the number two sead
Bruce MacQuarme, West Alls, Wis.. and in the
finads beat number one seed Allen Cohen,
Louisvila, 10 wn the Class 8 competiion

One of the maay good features of the tournament
was the abundance of food and drnk,. Thanks 10
many sponsors ardund the Cincinnab wrea,
playors wore kopt refreshed throughout the
weekend Anothor groat leature was the closed
circutt TV camora 50t on the mam count 1o give
MAXENUM vewing dunng the matches

The lournamant as i whole was a great success
and players, sponsoes and spectalors are af
oking forward 10 the 2ng Annual Court Yard
Soms-Pro/Am, Hope you can be there

The first annual Tr-City Racquettall Tournament
wis held a1 The Back Wall in Akron, Ofvo on
Fobruary 25, 26, and 27. Suxty-four of the best
racquetball players from all over Northeast Chio
competed lor trophies and prizes i thes double
SAmnation event

The Matches were wall played and inense, 8s
Ihe entrants viewed the “Tri-Caty™ not only as a
mayor tourmnament, but as a tune-up for tha
wpcoming Ohio State Champlonships

Jack Sobtwl, South Euclid, and Keven Deighan,
Panasville, played each other twice duning the
tournament, Both times were crucial, as Delghan
won the first time, putting Sobel into the losers
bracket. Sobe! came back strong, howover, and
wiis matched aganst Deighan agan. This tme,
thay were playing for the right 1o move nto tha

finats. Scbel prevased in this one, and gave
Deighan his second loss.

Steve Carson, Chnton, wits one of the top four
pliayors of the tournament. His beggest win was
over a very tough Jack Lecer!, Akron

The most snpressive player of the Tn-City Open
was Marc Fried, Masc kves in Lyraihuest and
playes most ol his racquetbal al the Beachwood
Boack Wall. He cenainly seemed 10 ke the courts
n Bath, howewie, bacause ha moved iInto the
hinats without a single loss. Fried mamtaned his
perfect record by defeating Jack Soble 21-17 and
21-14 in two hasd-dought games

ldaho

Tournament: Idaho Seamco Open
Host: Idaho Falls Racquet Club
Men's Opon t Flon Deaser 2 84 Geaoer 3 Danny Geeen

Open Ooubles ' Greder Dwaver 7 Groan-5hoky 3 Dargard
VA Mavsertow

B Sngles 1 Tom Newse 2 Von Massentawe 3 Mas Trgss
C Singles | Ao fanen 2. Pad diasenial 3 Fete Waylon

Women's Open: 1 Lyrn Wt 2 Mary A Lamtent 3 Sanda
T

Tournament:
St Valentine's Day Massacre Open
Host: idaho Falls Racquet Club

Men's Open (Quenter - Dimedal Boman d Macher 214 2014
Potargen d Do 20202090110 Copmm 2 Day 2101 2012
Shgey @ Duged 210 213

(Semi-Analsl): Potorsan d Boasn 127 2100 113 Geemn i
ooy 2108 20T

CHhampeonshigh Petersen & Goeen 2107 714 (Thadt
Boean @ Shaley 2042310

Men 8 U (Ovarier - hinals ) Pecse @ Spang 2120 1521 112
Egootan @ Changier 294 218, 0 0 Nfwitoe 20417 21D
Van Musserhour 8 Lnge 2418, 31412

(Seanhnalis) Egerman A Faese 20 11 20 50 Vs
Massenrove o B detaut

(Chamgiomibip). Egoarmtan & Van Masienvowe 2700 21 11
Thivdt) Meese & Bet otas

Minnesota

Tournament: Minnesota State Racquatball
Tournament

Open Singles | Sieve Sevger 2 ODunt Forrsy
Senviare: 1 Do Adan 61 T Bob Mchamies
Mastevs 1 Jotn Dianang 7 B Coc'ough

1 Do Adaw. ¥

Tournament: Fergus Falls 181 Annual Juniors
Host: Fergua Falls Y.M.C A,

{Duatec-inale) Badsen 8 Votsmon M Anson o
Bvgsrmmon. Buwy d Mefer Machner @ © Sohonon
ISemi Bnpist Baaben 3 M AN, Hoscives @ Doy
LCRamponahig) Thuaken 0 sapctwesd 2100 2104

Wisconsin

Sun Pravie Racquetball Club was the host of the
Terrace Sports Stale Racquetball
Championstips’ held Aprit 30 theu May 181

n-tmhwmwumue 1ha
player in the tournament, and Joo Bechard 48,
the oldest player in the tournament for the
championship. The youngest won, but not bedore
Bechard made a close and exciting match of it
21418, 2115 Jon Derkson, Appleton took third
over Dave Hults, Madison 2116, 21-7.

The women's finals featured a match betwean
two of Wisconsin's more atiraciive players. with
Linda Frank beating Sue Sechard 21411, 21-11.
Patl Hults Madison, capturad third over Sandy
Cottman Milwaukee, 21-20, 2117

Quarner-final men's losers were Scot Schullz to
Hyults in two, Ken Frank 10 Derkson in theee, Jon
Nevillo to Wirkus in theee and Roger Siegast to
Bechard in two.

Ouwr tournamont offared a class C for men and
women. With 50 many now ciubs opening in the
area, we wanted to offer a class that would aliow
1hese now players 10 expenance tha fun and
excitement of a major toumament. The Court
Ciub in Made=on and the Racquetball Club in
Milwaukee both encouraged their beginneds to
give A atry. 50 along with the 30 entries ltom our
club we ended up with a large draw for Class C.
Some of the C matches turned out 10 be the most
oxciting of the tournament. Dan Frank, Madison
deteated Joe Fuca, Apploton 21-12, 1521, 114
in the Sinals. Keery Hendrckson, Méwaukee
dedealed Duane Appledom, Sun Praie 19-21,
21415, 114 for third

Women's Class C was won by Robin Jasnski

over Mary Gissal, Pewaukee 21418, 21-20. Jody
Oetviain, Sun Privnie doloated Lou Bradiey, Sun
Proine 2110, 2119 for thad

One hundred and ity players participated in ihe
thrao cay ovent. Appreciation goes oul 1o
Seamco for ther support of the tournament. A
very special thanks 1o Darrell Fulier of Terrace
Sports, who donated some beaulifid trophies for
thes foumament. Thanks aleo o the stalt and club
members who donated so mafvy hours during the
tournament. And lassy 10 Ralph Blanchette who
actod as foor manager all weekend. Super job
Ralpthio!

A Il gadery wmmmmdm&mm
Racauerball Clivb #t Sun Pravie, Wisconsan for the
Tertoco Sports Stare Singfes townament.
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California

The Center Courts marked the start of its third
year of operation by hosting the Victoria Station
Charity Club Tournament in Apnl. From each
ontry fee $5 was donated 10 the UC LA
Children's Cancer Research Fund. A total of
$730 was donated as 146 racquetballers signoed
vp for the members oaly towmament
Theoughout tho three-day loumament, players
and their guests were trealad 1o Vicloria Station's
famous roast beel, as wall as their ham, crisp
salads, cold beer and Gatorace. Needass 10
say, no cne went home hungey from the
fournament, And many went home winners

Despite eMort by many 10 upset him, Bruce
Radiord remained The Center Couns Club
Champion [0r the second year running by besting
Kirk Williams in the finals of the Men's Open
12-21, 2118, 218

The Mon's Novice Division was by lar the largest
class with a full draw of 64 players. Kelty Badford
and Sue Strommer, two women opting to play in
the Men's Novioo, made strong showings by
each winning theee rounds against men players
before bowing out in the guaner inals. Jay
Streim eventually won this Dwvison with a 21-17,
21-12 win over Mke Fisher

The Men's B Division was captured by Sol
Abrevaya 21-12, 21-8 over Al Green. Lee
Pretnor, former pro baseball star, defeated Steve
Howaed 21-14, 21-12 in the Men's Class, and
Laun Gaudin deleated Diane Macintyre 21-16,
21-14 o win the Women's C Class, Kathy Dustin
and Tina Alpent played a particulasdy hard fought
match in the Women's Nowce Class with Durben
coming out on top 21-13, 18-21, 21-19. Wayne
Radiord and Don Thompson overcame Chuck
Garabedian and Mike Knight to win the B
Doubles.

Dv. Steven Frig (in the middio) accepls a $730 check o the Chwdren's Cancer Resowch at

U.C.LA Medical Center from Dennis Hyder and Kipp Downing of Victoria Station and

Gary Guiiette and Mike McClelland, owners of The Center Courts. The money was rasoed af ihe

recent Victoria Station Charlly Racquetbal Tournament hosted by The Center Courts, West LA
o N RO |'lenr TTT

|“||| T I T i e S
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Montana

The first USRA-sanctioned state champsonships
waore held March 24-27 at Yeliowstono Racquet
Clubin Billings, Montana. Panicipation remained
on the increase, with over 200 antrants this year,
some traveling well over 500 miles for the
tournsament. The state champicnships are the
focal point of the year for Montana
racquelballers, who enjoy the luxury of having
both men’s and women's championships the
same weekend — making for a social gathering
as well as a spons event.

Aesuns:
Men's Open

-Anala): Posoven 0l Fanes 21-7, 214, Weat ol
Nypaard 2151, 2100 Iowen del. McMeoty 2119, 19028 115,
LUnd det. Chaves 215 2129
(Semi-Snals): Pedovch dol West 2119, 2118, Blawen ool
Lne 29415 1821, 104

(Finale): Pedowion del. Blowes 13-29, 2110, 118
(Connbuon) Daley del Oaisa 21411, 2112

Nen's B

(Quartee-tinaln): Paksser 0t Fry 2193 217, Bertno det
Busns 1621, 2150, 1110 MeCarvel cof. Vonlachen 21-5,
2014, Zavacd det. Banex 2104 1120 117
{Semi-finala): Bentng get Patister 21.90, 2111, McCarved det
Zavact 2916, 216

(Finale): McCanvel ool Beno 21:103, 2141
(Consoletion): Gt Pave 0t J McCareel 3120
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Nens C

(Quanter-finals ) Meovy dot Wtz 251% 2111, Ravay del
Nowade 21-11, 2021, 11-0. Kahoutes 0ot Wadem 29:1%, 2114
Taghor dof Webor 1821 2115 118

(Semb-Anads): Mangy de! Mooy, Tuyior del Xanoutes
(Firals): Taylor def Racey 2018 2114

(Consolation): Ruagamer del Falows 3123

Men's Novice
{Ouarterfinals)! Fachieoon ool Beeter 211 2191, Mamaon
ol Copsar 2120, 24 -18_Jornson del. Qison 21-8, 243 Molner
del. Anderson 217, 313
{Semi-finals): Rchtench del Mamdion 21-2, 21.3; Jotnson cwl
Medner 21-12, 217,
(Finals): Jornson ded Mchsnch 2115 1121, 1100
(Conaciation): V. Muogamer dol Lebach 2148
Men's Senlorn
(Cuartertnals). Mann ool Barstad 2.8, 217, Heh ool
Bended 219, %621, 107, Coparand 0at Cruntansen 2115,
VN2 Wa ot Tapwsr 2115 3112

ki Copeland del W 2110, 17:25, 113, Mamn cel
Reh 218 215
(ﬂmh) Cooowuoa! Mam 21-14 2146

}: Crvasts Ol Archamcost 12-21. 318,

n 2
Men's Mastera

{Ouarter-finaln): Luchman 2ol Rugnemer 2117 2118, Maor
Sol Manvhowch 2112, 25.9. Goosad ged Crenm 12.21,21-30
115 Pamean def. Wade 214 211

(Semi-Ninale); Luchman dol Maer 2117, 2515 Gosdard oel
Pameman 2110, 219

(Finaks): Lickman ol Goddwd 2117, 24-7
{Consalation); Genen def. Momson

Men's Open Douties

(Ouanter-finals) Nypaasd £ anet St Afsrson Mcheey 71 0
2118 Peaowch-Revpe dot. Craver Dorerty 2107 2113
Ling-Daton dod Thorrdon-Wess 2120 2113 Mg DFroros
ool Luon-Biewett 7-21. 21-91 1190

(Semi-finats). Nyprad Faoed get Peacrech fMavge 71 14
2597 Una-Dation det Milee O ronze 210, 213

(Finals): Nygaard-Famed del Ling-Datda 2916 2111
Woroen's Open

{Quarier finais): ADEON Gt Bresnanan 2110 213 Fore,
oot Ncholas 298, 721, 1150, May def Deefondach 207
2118 Baton det Jackson 21.9 1.7
(Semisiaais) Arbont def Fornay 21.4 2110 Daftert 088 Aay
1629, 218 1148

(Finals) ALLow Ot Betlon 218 214

(Comotation) Dedertach def Bresnahan 3116

Women's 0

(Quarion-fnats ) Desy ool Newderry 2118 2148 1
Schusor 2117, 214 Tumer dal. Tiany by oelak Wier to!
Facey 21-7, 2410

(Semidmals): Gowy dal Patort Tumer dol Nae

(Finais): Tomee Sol Dwgy 2016 1827, 118
(Comsolation): Bumatt dgl trarry 3198
Woman's Open Doubles

(Semni-Snals): May-Guth det Dathert-Migr 217, 3
Abtofl-Srodon def Fichant Ncholes 21416 2118
(Finala): AbSol Steton dol May Geth 2171 200 0ol

stred aed




Nebraska

Mare than 170 players participated in the first Craig Ofsen, |, walches as Mark Dormanqgue sels up for a shot in their doubies champwonshp match
amual Notnskp Racquetball Championships, n which Qlsen and Dale Beckman topped Domangque and Dave Kramer.
"V-ch Wwas dominated by surprises and upsets, =Pnato by Don Tremain

‘e-seaded participants entered from all over
Netraska, with most of the players coming from
the Omaha and Lincoin areas.

OM; ‘:: compettion for the men inchsded
Open, neor, Senior, Master, Doubles,
and Semor Doubles Y »

Women competed in Women' .8, and
Open Doubios. Al i

Sponsored by Valenting's Pizza and the newty

Organzed, USRA-aMlated Nebraska
Association, the three-day

lounament was hosted by Sports Courts of

A rumber of pecple worked 10 make the
Wumament a real success. While many of them
Must remasn unsung, they worked under the
Qudance of the following comemittes
Chaipersons. Chuck Erickson, General
: i Myna Hanseon, Hospaaity, Trophies,

Regstration; Ron Cooley, Floor Manager,

es. Dave McEwen, Rotarees, Jolf

Bar, hason with fackties; Teresa
Armstrong, Finances: Pm Korbus, Publicity.

The Nebraska Racquetball Association and the
Kumament committee chairpersons also
recognize the assistance of Dick Kincade in
malch scheduling, seeding and general
Qusdance In how 10 run a tournament
Wamen's Open (Bemi-tinats) Ondund o Prekes 2110 2116
mzv. 2196, 117
{CGreg @ Ovouna 21-00, 216

ICOMG.I):') Hanngron o Kathwen 21.16. 216 [

» $); Marr b rean J ! - a
MM‘ M”‘." s ngon @ Sullvan 2111 718
ICxampicng

Borman Outtee 214 218

Mip): Hamagion @ Stacy 218, 21410 (Champlonstiph: Lews & aw 21-49, 215
Komalation) Branderoug d Acaon 21-11 214 [Consolation): Gasnangst @ Braunsien 213, 21-19 (Champioaship): Oren Becaman @ Domanaue Exsiion
Wamen's Dovbies (Cramgionship): Feans s ngion o Juniors (Championship): Kot @ Bamershed 1321, 21-18 21401, 2097
Orduna-Darvs 2117, 9021114 "4 (Consolaton) Bosiay #tcnett @ Damaeger Wisermbes
:?"‘m,; WA Heaar 4 Wekseman Jones 2110 (Consolation) Balerut 0 Megens 210,212 2116, 0:21. 113

"
Senors (Championahip). Oas 0 mennedy 2t-0 219 Senwe Doubles (Cramponship) wenvaoy ¥ ak o
Mea's Open (Semi-finals): Freeman d Ordusa 218 2113 (Comsolation): Dowden & Fun 217, 216 Pavasan Sharkwier 21-11.21-20
4 Omen. Sorted (Consolation); Kacade MoGenass @ Mace Popp 2114 021
Masters (CramionsNp) Kecade d MeGrwess 21- 14 J1-42 10

(Conaelabions: Fiuk o st 31T bt e AN (Connotation) Waks o Gustation 21 4. 314
Wer's § (Bemd tnain): Low @ Mcorness, v 2021, 2112, 0o GRBien (R0 S0ERs, n O e §
118, i @ Gowg 2117, 2120 R -0 acae

Far East

The Racquetball Capital of the Far East, Yokota 10 lace Schneider for the championship, Rickard
AB, hosted the 1977 Mainkand Japan demonstrated as quity & periormance as Winning point. The second game saw Ay

Intersorvice Racquetball tournament 8-10 Aprll,  possibio, but could not contand with the power,  revert to their championshp as they gunned
down Alr Force 214 10 sot up the d nocessary

al the Base Gym. The tournament featunng top  condition, and court savvy of Schneider, losing
facquetballers representing Air Force (Yokota 21-11, and 21-10. Both matches loatured game. Air Force 100k 4 11-7 and the Intorservice
AB, Misawa AB), Army (Camgp Zama), Navy and  exciting ralkes, good saves and strong ks, Tournament had a new champion

Marines {Yokosuka Naval Base), was providing excefient Speciston nterest I Seciove b vies sl Ak Fande: Ot anta '
Pghighted by axtiting play and good In Open Doubles the Mike Schineder expross Norm Mash, Harry Davis. and 8ill Durbam played
Spordsmanship, Competition was heks in Open wias dersded. Schineder and tis partnor, Stedling @ round robin 10 determine the champion. Mash
Singles and Doubles and Senior singles Spears, defencing 1976 Champions, fell 1o the  dropped both Davis and Durham by identical

In Open Singles, the Ammy's Mike Schneides Ax Force tandem of Dayton Dickey and Mickoy scoces ol 21-12, 215 10 claim the 1977 crown.
Continued his dominance over the Japan McDade. Alter losing 1o Air Force 2114, 21-16in  Davis outshot Durham 21-16, 21-14 for second

facquetbal sceno by repeating as champon the semifinals, the Army team 1opplod Navy place
He swept through the tcurnament undefeatod 21-14; 2118 10 gain a nal berth against Air Al the o thie SO0k ¢ Col Sharm

Yokota's Gary Rickard, after being droppad by Forco for tho telo. The first Ammy vs Alr Force

' g go. The firs v wenson, Commandor of host Yokota AB,
W 21:17, 21-9, roared back through the  game was pechaps the mast oxciting of the entvo :;wnlf;iwmds :O a8 '\?51 and s:koond place
10sar's bracke!, dofeating Sm Benson, USMC,  wournament. it tasted nearly one hour, several WiINNOrs K
21:11, 2110 in tho semifinals for the OppoUNty  ralies appeared 10 st that long, both SKos
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Regional Results

Mid West

One hundred and twenty players made up the
U.S. Racquetball Association's Midwest
Regonal, also sponsored by the Nebraska
Racquetball Association and Valentino's Pizza
Restaurants.

The host was the Sports Couwrts of LIncoin a
private club open since Oclober, 1976

Men's Open Singles

Although the four top-seeded players actually
placed in the 10p four posiions, 1he order was
shghtly different than expecied. Top-seed Ron
York, Kansas City MO, was upset in the
semi-linals by his doubles pariner, Bo
Champagne, Kansas City MO, who was seeded
fourth.

Phil Stepp, Kansas City MO, seeded second,
took tha Singles tile in a thrng two-game match
against Champagne. The scores of 21-20,
21-20, accuraiely reflact the superb skils
displayed by both players. Ouring axtraordinary
ralbes, Stopp and Champagne ropeatedly
retumed shots which saemad mpossible

Without a doubt, it was ong of the best maiches
cunng the entire threo-day ournament

York won thud place over Denny Kottkamp, St
Louis, 21-16, 20-21, 11.7

Womaen's Open Singles

In a match much closer than the scoras indhicale,
top-seeded Marcilene Greer, Emporia KS,
deleated Rita Holf, St Louis 21-9,21-16, for he
Singles championship and the trip 1o San Diego
in June. Greer breezed through the lourmnament
winming each maich in only two games, never
giving away more than 16 points

Khrysandra Cox, Kansas City MO, was tho
Surpnso In this tracket, Cox upset founth-seod
Kay McDonald, Fargo ND, in the kst round ol
play. and went 00 10 place lounth (0 Judy
Thompson, Davenpod 1A

Men's Senlor Singles

Obed Oas, Omaha NE, was seeded third and
was expecied 10 be roal competition for
1op-seeded Bemard Nielsen, Marshamown lA, In
a thnilkng three-game maich, Oas ingeed proved
a real contender and upset Niefsen, 21-15,
1421, 11-9, 10 capture the winner's trophy,

Men's Masters Singles

Dick Kincade, Lincoin NE (manager of the host
facaty, Spors Courts), upset Jack Wells, Lincoln
NE, 21-14, 21-14, Two unseeded players took
third and fourth place — Dayton Picket!, Lincoin
NE, and Lyle Johnson. Kansas City MO,

Men's Junior Singles

Meeting for the second time in tournament
competition, Dan Battershell, North Platte NE,
upsel 1op-seeded Bob Kahn, Omaha NE, 21-18,
21-13. Only a month before Kahn had defealed
Batiershell for the Nebraska state title in a
three-game maich, Battersholl had prepared well
for this regional, by polishing his “passing shot™,
which wore Kahn down. Kahn possosses a fine
kel shol, but never recovered from Baltorshet's
new sirategy to put his kills 1o good use.
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Phil Stepp follows thvough on his backhand kil shot against Bo Champagne i the fnals of the

Midwest Regional, won by Stepp.

Top-seeded team Craig Olsen and Dale
Beckman, Grand Island NE, domenated the play
in a quick two-game win aver Bon York and Bo
Champagne, Kansas City MO, 21-4,21-4. York's
and Champagne's paricipation in tight singles
compebttion as well as competing in the doubles
bracket cbviously had an effect on thewr playing
abiity. Olsen and Beckman had choser to enter
only as a leam, which seemed a wise decsion as
they breezed through four matches 10 win the
ntio,

Women's Open Doubles

The lop-seeded team of Judy Thompson,
Davenport A, and Kay McOonakd, Fargo ND,
played a woll-coordinated and stralegic game 10
defeal Marcitone Greer, Emporia KS, and
Khrysandra Cox, Kansas City MO, in the final
malch, 21-19, 21-7. Greer and Cox worked weill
together during the close first game, but were
unable to sustain the momenium dunng the

socond and maich game,

Men's Senior Doubles

Although the loosing team put forth a good efion

Bob Tonkin and Monte McCunndf, Waterico 1A

overpowered them 10 wen the ttte match Glen
Stover and Dick Kincade, Lincoin NE, bowod 1o
the lowa twosome, 21-6, 215

Committee Members

Dozens of people in the background contribuied
10 the success of the touwmnament, undor 1ha
guidance of the following chaspersons

Chuck Enckson, General Chawrman

Myria Hansen, hospitality-trophees-régistrzaton
Dave McEwen, relgrees

Jeif Wisemiller, lison with court facktas

Pat Korbus, publcity

Special recognition also 10 Jim Schwanz. Bomeo
Smith, and Dave Ewen For snwvaluatie holp o
schoduling referees for matches and Making
scheduling adjustiments when necessary. 10
Mark Hegg and Mark Domangue who Ry and
consistently called most of the tale matches, and



16 Dvck Kincade for his assistance in seeding and
Ceatinued gudance in running a tournament
Pasoiy

Mex's Open Singles Fru Pra 5
DD Kansas Cay MO
mmﬂ Korsas Cay, MO, 2120 2120 M0
. 5% Cay MO defeatod &h De Kot
Lows MO, 21056 2027 137 i cicdn

lltu‘|0¢on$m¢ln Frwl Manciene Gieer. En

Wora KS
Mﬂl&.&:" S Lows, MO 219 2116 3 Judy
Trempnon OSON A deloatod A KO ~vaC
Sa0aa Cay, MO el

Mew's Senior Dcubiles Frnal Bob Tomkn and Monte McCunedt

Walsoo WA, deteated Gien Siover and Dach Koncade. Lncon

RE 214,208 29 Tory Paston 8ng Jery Bowden. Oand

m:g"“‘” &N Ken Kornedy ana Don Fak Lncon NE
Lh

Men's Junler Singtes Frat Dan Babersnel, Noon Pane, NE
VPRt Bob Sabn, Omana, NE, 2¢0-18, 21.13 38 Esc Danner
;:&'n:ﬁy Mo defoated &N Anaiia Udoha, Lincoln, NE

Men's Senier Singles Fas Ooed Ous, Omata NI voset
Benand Netsan, Marstatioen. 1A 21.15 1425, 115 Jnd Nod
Moreland, Soun Fal, 50, cetemed. 4 Monts McCunndt
Wawroo, U A 2 lodeded makh

Men's Masters Singles Finet Diek Kncade, Lincokn NI
:““'“th Lncoin. NE. 21-14. 21-34 2rd Daylon
G, Lncoin NI deleaod 4m. Lylw Johoton, Sanaas Oty
MO, 2t-t9 218

Ven's Open Oouties Finwr. Crag Oen and Oale Bechman
Oeand Island NE. defoated Men York and B0 Champagne
Kasas City MO, 214, 214 00 Devnard Nedson and Gary
g, Marstaiown (A cedeated 4h Lee Larery Ehom
NE, 238 Dyt Exstrom, Oerata, NE. 218, 2113

Women's Open Doubles Faat Ady Thomasen, Daverpon (A
& Ky MDonaws, Fargo ND, defeased Marcion Greer, Ermpona
K5, & Kheysandia Cox, Kansas Cay MO 21:19, 21-7 38 Sue
Ovtra & Jurw Dave, Lincoin NE, dofeated 4ih Karen

:W’&m- NE. & Bochy Pehett, Lcon NE. 1820

Ruta Hol! drives her vicious backhand in the finals of the women's open against champion Marci

Greer at the Midwest Regionals

-photos by Robert Starck

Western

Event: US.RA. Western Rogionals
Site: University of Novada, Las Vegas
Resuts:
Nen's Open (Semitinals) Aldorson o Fomseca 2192 2114
Dworky 8 Floyd 14-21, 21-19, 116

) Aldgrson @ Sworsky 2113 218 (Thrd)
Floyd o Formaca 1621, 2119, 11.8
Women's Open (Semi-finals): Waton d Demeatty 2113
G20 106 Coomans @ Woed 2021, 2120 114
IChamplonsiig): Wakon d Clemens 2119 2116 (Thirg)
Weed con 0ss
Senloes (Semi- finale): Hirma  Hanet 219, 2150 Seadon o

Qoedrc 21,8, 2130
Harea & Soaton 2113 215 (Thind): Hamen

(Chramgionsvp):
4 Dowdrc 21415 1421 11-%

Masters (Semi inale) W Owigd @ Proscont 207 1220 0.7
Amavong 0 Lowmes 228 211t
(Crangionstipl McDoneds 0 Awawong I3 LIV 107
(Thied): Larmgs & Prvscot '

119 1.4

Juniovs (Semi-hnyis)

11D, Lainer i Didy 207 N1
(Champiomahp) o'n 4
Moagroe . koot

Opon Doubios (Sems Anxts) 1 '
Pobunsen 24-18 2110 M nWeaass i ey
.‘ - lL,

{Cramgansip) » ot 41 } MLOoymtn Wes

Z1A8 102 (Thed) V0 Y

Women's Open Doutdos (Semi-hnals)! Weod DBemaaty @
S0 MCO0vimm 2103 212, Waron Cemons d
SorvedaParven 21046 219

{Championahipl; Waton Clermer @ Weed ooy 216
220 (Third); Soavoro Pancen @ S MeGareren 2806
2195

Sente Dowties (Semi-hinals) | Avavong Goson o

Prosc 0 WAusgrove 2017, 2111 Caste MeDonad 0

Rud Muler 2112 290

(CRamponahg) Armisang Gomon d Caste McODonasa 2115
2100 (Thied): Proscon Musorove o Plod Wuler 2942 2107
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Mid East

The Supreme Couns of Sylvania, Ohvo hosted  Open Singles fmalists, Clark Pitman (1.) who caplured the title over Gd Schat (v.).
ament

the Mid East R Racquetball Town
March 31 theough Apeil 3, 1977, Tha weekend
was 1Ul of exciterment, color, competition,
success, frustration, glamour, food, fellowship,
and of course great fun!

Bdi Gottieb - “The Radaton Man™ from Lansing,
Michigan, and Carl Myfes - “The Psycho-Motor
Man' from Ypsitanti, Michigan, gave the loumney
plenty of color. Arhough, Nancy Messarschmiol
of FL. Wayne, Indiana, and Bobtie Beicker of
Canton, Ohio with thesr very colorful and
attractive playing uniforms also acded a groat
deal of glamour, In fact Nancy had a maiching
racquet with each difierent outlit she wore
throughout the lourney.

The real story of the Mid East Tourmney though,
was cool Clark Pittman of Manstield, Ohio. A vory
low key porson, Clark's play throughout tho
tournament was brilant! He had & all, great
CONSISENCY, Graal Courn CoVarage, greal senves,
all tha shots, and always the gentieman, tuly a
desenving champion!

The Men's Opean divisson atiracted some
excallent players. Tom Shively of Ashiang, Ky .
Dick Thompson of Aurora, Ohio, Ron DeMuntor
of Wyoming. Mich., Gordon Kelly of Grand
Rapids, Mich., B4 Gottlied of Lansing. Mich.,
Carl Myles of Ypstant, Mch., and Gill Schott of
Bollovile, Mich,, were all outstanding players,
who oxhibiied some termfic racquetbal!

The semi-finals produced two fine masches, " The
Radiation Man" - Gottieb pushed Pittman 1o the
utmost, but the oventual champ emerged a
21+20, 21-15 victor. Meanwhilo Gil Schmitt and
Gordon Kelly engaged in a lremendous threo
game maich, with Schentt winning the tie
broaker,

A 1ough mailch was expected in the finals, but
destroyed Schmilt i two

Pittman methodically
mzs.w 10 win the Mid-East

Gottlied defeated Kelly lor thid place 21-14,
13-21, 11-4.

frene Ackerman of Dearborn, Michigan proved 10
be 1he clnss of the Women's Open field, Irene
displayed a real power game, plus a devastaling
back hand, oxcellent SIaminh, and was just super
the entre loumament. kene’s toughest

maich was in 1he semi-Anals. whare she

dtspoudol Michigan Champ Carol Stewan
in thvea games 21-16, 1921 and 11-3

Mossarschmdt survived the iower bracket by
winning two lough matches, the Nest from Judy
Huhta of Troy, Michigan 21-16, 21-18, then
mmmmowc:\m
21-16. 21-12 in the semis.

In the finaks Ackedman was just 100 strong and
ovorpowered Messarschmidt 21-6, 21-11 to win
the ladhes crown.
Brickar, who injured her ankia in the semi's,
delauted third place 10 Casol Stewan.
v_JﬁSﬁblﬂdJﬁﬂDﬂldw Ohio
won the Men's Open Doubles title by
~#¢fm’wumamem
=19, 21+

tournament play . .. Neediess to say, tournamen!
officials were dissappointed!

Mike Beckham and Roger Lumm o1 Toledo, Ohio
defeated a fathor and son tleam of Horbert and
Mark Nash from Beachwood, Oho 21418, 21.11
for third place.

The Senior Singles tournament produced some
outstanding play from Fred Loweronz of Detroit,
Mich, Fred played suparbly throughout, beating
Dick Tattersall of Toledo, Ohwinthe finals 21-14,
21-14. Tom Perna of Toledo, Ohio beat Eugene
Erwine of Zanaswitle, Ohio for thied 21-4, 21413,

Fred Wiwgand of Troy, Mich, and Lynn Hahn of
Saling, Mich, put on a great exhdition in the finaks
of the Mastors Singles division, Wiegand won the
tthe in two tough games 21-19, 21-20. Don
Deyen o Ashand, Ky, beal Gorry Bapearre of
Woodmere, Ohio for third 217, 2110,

The Masters Doubles crown went 10 Mary

i and Dave Peroiman of Cleveland,
Ohso, over At Payne and Jonas Klain of
Columbus, Oheo 21-17, 21-11, Norton Guiowitz
and Jim Petty nipped letiow Toledoons, Ted Fine
and Zale Rinesten for third 21-8, 21418,

Manny Nosan of Southfield, Mich, proved 100
strong in the Goiden Masters Singhos beatng Bill
Kennedy of Dearboen, Mich, 21-3, 21:10, Brud
Turner of Clevetand, Ohio, 100k third by edging
Hike Sohikaan of Dearborn, Msch, 21418, 2118,

Mark Richardson of Livonia, Mich., served notice
that he will bo a player to be reckoned with in the
neas future, by wanning the Junkor Division. Mark
beat a fine young player from Finctay, Onio,
Kolvin Vanuoau 21-8 and 21-11 10 win the

. Mike Kaulman of West
BloomSieid, Mich edged Paul Zizar, Toledo,
Ohvo for third 21-18, 21-18.
The Tournament Commuttee consistod ot
Toutnament Chaiman - Noron Gutowitz,
Tournament Director - Fred Zitzes, Hospitalty
and Registration - Grace Vereb. Food and

- Ted Fine, Publicity - Jim Menge! 3
B4 Orcutt. Oicials - Torn Perna & Dave
Revenaugh

Spocial thanks to Jody Huhta, the Michigan
Commissioner and Reed Gunselman of the Oho
Association for their help in seeding the loumey,
To Grace Vereb and hor very excelent
hostesses. who managed 10 charm and keep all
tournament players informed and happy. To
Dave Revenaugh, the floor manager, who
supplied the officials lor each match and kept the
1oumney moving and on schedule. Ang knally,
thanks 10 the many volunteer oMicials, especially
Mike "Omeba Man™ Young. Pete Keiser, Matt
Richardson, Mark Gutownz and Brownie
Vantrease who did more than their share!

Meauna

Nen's Open (Quarter finafs) Piman 0 Snaw 2904 219
Gomiat &, Myt 215 2111, Sohwmer @ Jabmowsch 7412, 2714
Koty 4 Do Muster 2118 2114

(Saemi fenala) Pomnan 0 Gotned 21-20. 2915 Schmat . Kaly
209, 122t 107

(Champlonahip): Petman o, Sctmt] 2115, 2113 (Thvea):
Gottlet 0. Keby 2194 2231, 114

Ladies Open (Ousner-finads): Swwart ¢ Cormsiath 2110
219, Achorman 4 Varwesse 215 218 Nassenchead 0
Hatin 2118, 21408, Backer & Savon 21410, 2108
(Somi Anait). Ackerman @ Stewnn 2116 192, 11O
Messorschmedt & Bochgr 21960, 2v-42

(Crampionship)! Ackarman @ Messersctmadt 214 21-41
(Thied): Ssewan d Bacher. defaint

Seniars (Ouarter tinals): Poma o Armaveng 21 & 2116
Lowptoss & Frewmwaoer 21.7, 214, Urwne & Commoch 218
21-30. Yatternad 8 Comnslanand 21-11, 21 -7

(Seav-fnak) Lewerenz d Perra 214 218 Tamerun & Erwew
2014, 2107

(Crampionanip): Lowesns @, Tutorsad 21-34 2104 (Third)
Veorra @ Crave 204 2110

Mastors (Semifnats) Hate d Lagann 218 2100 Wegeat
@ Deten 2112 140 114
Championahipl: Wgand d Hata 2110 2100 (Thea)
d L 2172110
Juniors (Sembtmats) Flcrgiien d Sadman 210 310

Vantiease 8 Znrer 212 31T
I erardson o Vartpase 210 211 (Third),

(Crampionshi)
astmon o Luzor 2318 3110




Novton Gutowtz (1.) toutnament chanman and owner of The Supreme Cowts, host of the Mideas!

ety

Colden Masters (Sometimals) Karvedy @ Tomer 213 2400
Notan 0 Sonsan 214 219

Champicoahig): Nowan ¢ Kosredy 213 2110 (Thaa)
Tomer @ Sohaan 2118 218

Open Doubles (Quanes bnats) Sotiw Davn @
MOGrwoy Getreare 21 10, 2013 NasivNash @
Cummngu Kavibaustas 1071 219 117 SemFela g

Regional with Fred Zitzer, tournament director and club manager.

Nl
7 S

——'

Abramn Mac Fodes Bochham Lt & Alesander Sendencn
2110 200

(Semitinaln): Sobio Dava . Nash Nash 2107 2107
B F g @ Dactham Lormm 2117 2817

(Championship): Scowm Dave ¢ Stom Fels 2100 218
(YRirg); Bechmand umen @ Nash Naad 2119, 2101

on the way,

How can you he sure to have a successful
racquetball-handball club?

il - —

Go with experience. Despite the fact that racquetball is the fastest growing
port in America today, a number of clubs are experiencing problems. Many
factors are vital 1o long range success, including club design, location, manage-
ment of operation, new programs, maintenance, and so forth,

We, at Spaulding, are what one might term, “pioneers,” in racquetball club
ownership and management. We currently own and oporate 8 clubs, with more

We believe through our ressarch ond dgvcloomem ol systems at our own ex-
ponse at our own clubs, that we are now in a position to help others in chub de-

$ign, construction and management. Belfore you lavest, wee what we can do for
you, Contact The Spaulding Hoacquethall Clubs, Inc, a1 3143916439,

Spaulding Racquetball Clubs, Inc.

200 Enchanted Pkwy. St Louis, Mo, 63011

Northeast

Tournament: U S A A Nodheast Regonals
Site: Downeast Court Club, Falmouth, Maine
Results:

Opan Singles (Quanter-Nnals): Gurter 8 Kruget 2115 2119,
Osernar 0. Wheeler 2118, 214, Lutiw @ Cobw 219, 2112,
Romaro & Lazwe 214 211)

(Bemi-finala): Gunter 1 Deorar 2132110 Luow 0 Romano
2193 213

(Cramgionahip): Lscw 0 Guanser 218 219

Women's Open (Quarier-finais) Rassens a Catahan 2110
Yo d THoremi 2101 4321 112 Davs @ Oaton 21-7,
T Boyér & Locke 215 2912

{Semi-finals) Nassentd Youe 216 214 Dova d Boyw 210,
212

{Champronahip): Massent @ Dawn 216 2113

Semors (Quaner-finals). Colomdo @ Coeman 217 2192,
Tator o Wakz 2197, 29145 Crumwney & Lobancos 21416
2020, 1110, Frongeca @ Sewmons 21:13 214
{SemiAnats): CoOMto ¢ Tanot 21 20 2137, Crumeney 4
Fonsecs 205 2147

(Crampionahip): Crummey 0 Colomeo 212 2119
Masters (Semi-ninals) Goeg 0 Satspn 217 206 Folom a
R0 214 216

(Crampanahipl: Folsom ¢ Grog

Henlors (Semi-tinals): Gooo @ Veleus 2010, 71010
Cviternsen d Laneboe 21-10. 2148

(Crampionsnip): Gooo d Chastensen 2120 2118

Open Doubies (Seowtnats) Lalve Vatkaom @ L Ovemar
1427, 2009 112 Cawind Dvtend 4. Captane
(Cramponsnig) Castdo Dord @ Ladiee Pamon 3141

% %
a7

B
~

Sernvors runner-up Pat Colombo makos a povn at
the Northeas! Reguonals

Women's Open rumner-up Francine Davis
concludes one of her matches at the Northeast
Hogonal
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Central

Joe Wirkus and Patricia Schrmidt, both Wisconsin
natives, won their respective Open divisions and
for their elforts receive round irp air-1are 10 the
Nationals in San Diego,

For the second year iIn a 1ow Joe Wirkus,
Madkson, W.. defeated Paul iuor, St Louis Park,
Minn., in the Men's Open finals.

The 2 hour, 20 minute championship maich
found Wirkus coming out on 1op 14-21, 21-17,
11-9. For a game and a hall it looked as though
Iier was unbealable, Jumpng to a 7-0 lead in
qgame ond, he played almost enoness
racquetball for a 21-14 wan, Game two began as
a carbon copy of game one as lkier conlinued 1o
dominale play with fine passes and kils. Ho
seemed well in control of the game and bull &
17-12 lead. Al thes point Wirkus changed hes stylo
of play and began luling lkier inlo long ceiling
volleys. Even with the ive balls Wirkus was able
10 controd the coding game and seemed 10 win
oach and avery sustained rally. Ikier was not able
10 S00re another point in game two and Wirkus
pulled & out 21-17. The lie-breaker was as
excding as any spectator could want with both
players playing cautiously but aggrossively when
necessary. The score remained at 9.9 for what
seemed hke endiess minutes and on Wirkus'
service ikior skipped a backhand for number 10
and Wirkus hvmself Rattened a backhand for
game and maich point,

o
Runner-up Paul ikler gets sof 10 rip a backhand

down the left wall as champ Joo Wirkus readies
10 cover in the Central Regional

In the vpper bracket semi's Wirkus topped
number four seed Steve Singer from Minneapoks
2117, 2114, Singer played extramoly woll

the lournament but Wirkus was just a
Kttle too sharp for Steve thes day.

In the botiom bracket semi's Buer deleated
18-year-oid Jim Wirkus 2114, 21.17. Although
fkier was In control the entire match the young
Witkus made it known that he will have 1o be
reckoned with i 1hoe vary near future. This
tournament was Jim Wirkus'® first attempt in the
Open cwvision of Regional play. For third place
Singer defeated Wirkys 21.11, 21,15,

In the Women's Open division it was hometown
favorite Patricia Schmdt of Miwaukee topping
Barb Tennesen of Elk River, Minnasota by

scores of 21-19, 2115, This was Ms. Schmidt's
sacond consecutive Regional win in a row and

128 JULY

Pat Schmidl, who won the Womon's Division
hove sets up for a shot against runnerup Barb
Tenesson

R o bt
* 4
J‘( ¥ %
> p°
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her fourth straight tourmament victory This season
- without losing a game!

in the upper beacke! semi's lounh seeded
Tennesen upset number ona seed Bev Franks of
Nonhbreook, linois by scores of 21.9, 11.21,
11:6, In the bottom bracket semi's Schmidt
stopped Ev Dillon of Elk River, Minnesola21-14,

21-10. Third place went 10 Dilon aver Franks
21-8, 19-21, 113

The Juniors Division was completely dommnated
by Steve Sulli of Elmhurst, linois. Sull did not
lose a game 1or the entire lourney and dofested
Don Constable of Palating, Ilnoes in the linals
21-16, 21-14, In the semi's Sulli easily handied
Paul Bakken of Fergus Falls, Minnesota 21-6,
21.8. Inthe botiom bracket semi's Constable had
it much tougher in getting by Stave Peck of
Mitwaukee by scores of 21-9, 1521, 1110
Bakken defeated Peck for thed 12-21, 21-17,
1.7

In the Seniors # was Jim Clemons from Chicage
topping Shelly Clar of Northbr ook, lil in tho faals
21-7, 21417, In the quaners Clemons stopped
number one seed Bob Agam of Edina, Minn. By
SUrPeIsSing scores of 21412, 21-11, In the saov's
he doteated Roger Siegrist of Mdwaukee 21-12
21410 In the 1ower bracket semi's Clar needed
the tebreaker 10 get by Bead Armsirong of
Madison, Wi, 20-21, 21-18, 11-3. Siegrist
defealed Armstrong 21-13, 21418 for third

The Masiers division i the Central Regona has
10 be one of the toughest in the country. In the

h= o

i

tested for reliability,

TOUCH
CONTROL

¥
5\
© Player controlled in everyday play - may be controlled out of

court by score keeper during tournaments.
® Tallored specifically for handball - racquetball and thoroughly

&—

L/corebca tds

TURN EVERYDAY RACQUETBALL-HANDBALL
INTO TOURNAMENT EXCITEMENT !

@ Exhibition court
becomes activity center
of Cowt Club

® Half the cost of
conventional solid state
scoreboards

® No longer do you have
to interrupt game to ask
for score

© Portable & double faced
units for casy use on
existing courls,

® Balls will not activate or be deflected by flush touch control
panel specifically designed for this system.

© Long lasting LEDS have been in continual use since 1967,
Life expectancy in the millions of hours.

_|.':/olw Co.

2033 SAN MATEO N.E,
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 87110




hnals & was Bob McNamara, Minne
\ ; BPOls
m\oh White, Milwaukee 21-11, 21.20.
Pl these players have national titles 1o their
- In the upper tracket semi's McNamara
. i Somewhal easy lime over Dick Kalal 21-12.
110. The lower bracket semi's was quie
atcther story. White b defeated Joo
Bomzm.‘;:-zt. 11:10. Thes was
3 8 10 White in as many months
(Tha other two being in Wisconsin Stato Masters
fnals). but & had 10 be the most hearibreakng
g:mhodtwoumsatmuchpwuntm
O'Nv.:m ar'ld missed two routine forehands
on 1o -
1621 {10 celeat Kalad foe third 21-12,

The host sie was The Racquetball Club West
Alls, WI. This was the second major USAA
sancloned lournament hosted this year by the
gimfu 12 court tacilty. The Towmnament

ecior was chud manager Bruce MacOuarrie
&\mmtmmmthmpnonomem:am
450 managed o direct the tourney despite baing
A Mtle under the weather the entire weekend.

Floor Manager foe the three day event was the
“Southern Gentlemen™ John Gardner. John
hustied reforees and players in ana out of the
courts and & a most commendable job.,
Hospitality and good cheer was provided by
USRA Women's State Director Sandy Cofiman
and her husband Bud

Bob Keenan

Resuity

Men's Open (Cuarertinals) Jor Wosus @ Had 2110 213
Soger @ Dusstior 20148 3108 Jn Whns a Adas > 2R
2115 her @ Dem 2% 212

(Semi-tinais): Joo Wekun @ Snger 2117 2118 Wer 0 Jn
Wirkus 2104 2117

(Championshp): Jor Wiesis @ e 1421 2197 118
(Tharg) Snger @ S Wikus 2110 2108

Women's Open (Ouantec-hinala) Franks & Pommench 2114,
20195 Ternossen d Lt 2010, 218, Dvien @ Meyer 21.10

2104 Serenen @ Walkon 218 2149
(Semithnals): Ternesson d Frards 219 1121 11.6 Schewat
@ Ddon 2114, 21.%0

(Champ ol Schme @ Torwesson 2919 2115 (Thive)!
Dvion @ Framks 214 1924, 11D

Sencrs (Quarter-finala): Cemons ¢ Adem S 21102 2111
Segmt d Moerche 215 2118 Amasbiong @ Mults 214121,
113 S 3 Keoran 21-90 214

(Semi-finals): Clemons ¢ Segnst 7112, 2149 Clr a
Armstiong 20-21 21-18 11)

(Champaashiph. Cemons d Clr 2017 2197 (Third):
Swegrat a Amatrong 2110, 2188

Junion (Quanes Anals) Sus 0 Samed 204 2115 Bakken o
Murray 216, 2120 Comiatin & Waryafll 2110 1321, 1010,
Pech @ Nunng 21143 287

(Semi-linals): Side 0 Bashen 21.4 218 Conmatio d Pece
2196 2104

(Championship): Solie a4 Constatie 2106 2114 (Third);
Bathen @ Pecn 1221, 2197 117

Masters (Quarter finals) Mchamara ¢ Nosersioom 212
219 KW @ Scrcenn 21415 2117, Bochard 9. Bruner 219
217 Wivte . Bakien 205 214

(Semi-Dnals): McNumiea @ Kot 2115, 21417 Waie d
Bechad 2157 21 110

(Champronship): Mctamara @ Wiwie 2011, 2120 (Third):
Bochud d Kokl 2192, 1621 118

South Central

The beaustut Ray and Clare Stern Health Center
Seérved as host club for the 1977 South Central
Racquetball Championships which

aliracted 135 entries from six different states. By
0quiring winning players 10 referee following
maiches the tourmament romamed on schedule
mech 1o the benetit of the palyers as well as
management.

The mens open singles event, ivoding a free
¥ 10 the Nationals, was a hotly contested affair
Weh top seed Pete Wright taking the honors. The
crafty veteran did not drop a game 10 any of his
Opponants and handied speady Enc Campbell in
the finals 21.15, 21.12, Oklahoman Kent Taylor
100k third, with Kevin Meyer finisting fourth. Bill
Manoe of Dallas won the consolation

The women's open singies also swolved a tnp to
San Diego which was won by Susie Dugan of
Dalas over Janis Segal of San Antorwo
Remember Susie because she won with only six
MOoNths training. A litthe more work and thes lagy
”“mMm(Mpmdmson Sandy
captured third, over Chiis Salazar

Mark Pasche of Dalas defeated Dave Clark in
the Junior Dwision white Houston's Jim Austin
:‘mym&nioumr Luther Bermstein ;:tho
asters bracket it was Bruce Alger over 8ill
Reesein the finals, <o
Open Doubles went to Tom McKie and Enc
Ovar Peto Wright and Jim Austin
Women's doubles was won by the Odessa team
ol Chris Salazar and Sue Morns. Many thanks 10
Leach Industnes and Seamco for thew gracious
donation of lournament balls and shirts
Results

Mea's Open (Quanier-tinata): Wrght @ Wiker 21-13 31:16
Topor 8 Growes 25,14, 327, 3147 Meyar & Ml 2132, 721
11X Comptot o Pocs 3621, 7114 1110

W g T, 8. 2100 Carvpted @ Moper
.’g"‘. 214 el

| Weghe d Camgped 2115, 2112 (Thea)
Taylee o M.w'ro,.::'

Women s Open (Quarter-fnats) Sauzar d Greenberg 2118
2101, Segat d Brosett 29:16. 2117 Dugan d Mowgan 21 6
209 McPrenon @ Magow 1221, 204,412

(Semifinals): Segad & Satarar 2192 Y921, 112 Dupn @
McPResson 1521 2119 111

(Chramponaiip)' Dugen ¢ Segal 2120 2119 (Thudy
McPherson 0. Selarar, Fofes

Seniors (Sem-linals) Avstn ¢ McPmerien 214 2111
Bemsten d Magow 2112, 2113

(Championshig) Ausin @ Bemsten 2102 2197 (Thed)
McPhnerson ¢ Magos 205 21, 116

Masiors (Semidinals): Alger @ il 2101 2114, feoie &
Wane 2190, 1227 110

(Champlonship). Mg @ Reese 216 2110 (Thirdh: Py ¢
Walne Forfon

e

S

b

Jomers (Semeteaie) Ous ¢ ODavs 2190 2198 Mascter o
Waker 1621, 2147, 119

{Champioaship): Fasche o s 2110 2101 (Thivd): Davs
@ Waker Forfet

Open Doubles (Semi-tmals) AMore Canptold 3 Davis Neves
218 218 Wrghe Austn @ MemdPeck 1524 2142 118
(CPRam@onsnip) Mo e Camglet 0 Wrgnt Austn 2114
1821 119

Women s Doudies (Semitnals) Dugan McPrerson o
Merrs Greenong 208 2110 Salizar Morns & Ragow Mougan

.80, 2102

(Champlonship): Saazir Mons o Dugan MePranon 2510
2194

Formee All-Pro Donny Anderson presents 15t place Opon Singles plague to Pato Wright and

Ist place Ladves Singles to Susie Dugarn
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Southeast

Rasurns

Nen's Opan (Ousrser-finals): Moanen 0 Sapersten 2118
2011 Gondano @ Thomas 21416, 219 Wouw & Kssa 210,
207, Badey . Cavgran 2118, 3021, 1141

(Sembfinale) Meoven d GOoaano 2136 2118 Whie ¢ Badey
2021 2156 116

{Champlonship): Merven @ Wivis 2118 J1-5 (Thare)
Gordano @ Badey 2120 200

Women's Ogen (Ovanter-finals) Byrd 0 Vionery 210212,
Seding a Jamen 21.7. 2114 Yourg @ Smen 213 2120
Gwen d. Dugems 2510, 2102

(Semitinals) Byrd @ Su8ing 217,214 Young 0. Gam 215
2100
(Champicoatvpl Byrad g Yourg 2138 2112 (Third) Germ d
Sebing 214 210

Senioes (Quanectinais) Aen a ABOE 2131, 212 Groen @
PAEGG 2103 2913 Hamon & Cramberian 17212120, 114,
Wies @ Moswta 207 208

): Alen @ Graen 204 2110; tharmon & Waes
21101827, 118
(Champonahip). Hiemon & Aden &21. 2154 115 (Third)
Wies @ Gosen, fortet

Masters (SemiSnaie): Weseter @ Lewn 1529 215 112 b
d Sevon 2715, 2190

(Cramplonahip). Webaler . ¥a 1221 2117, 114 (Thed):
Sanon @ Léws, fored

Mea's Opon Doutdes (Quarter-fnals): Sapeisten oty @
Hamenond Bradey 2102115 Secptenen ¢

Camemons Janefl 2120 2111, Viewerd Maseh d

NG S0N Leonand 219, 2148 Rabm WeDonald ¢ Giordano Ehs
621, 2120 1v4

(Semitinala): Secp Meoves @ Apsrten hadey 2110 21-14
FasnaMeDonald & Vincent Vascs

(Champonship). Secp Hormen @ atm MeDonaid 2110
219 (Third): ViecomMalch

Women's Doubies (Semé-finale) Gawrn St ¢

Yourg Lentech 21-13, 21-34. SegpOuwpree d Janett Snding
NI 2108 116

(Crampionsvpl Sepp Duprre d GeenSme 1521, 2119,
1.0 (Thivd): Jarron Sbing d. Yourg Lowdach 21-14 1521
1"ma

Senior Doubles (Semefinale): Adn Hamon 0 Cuts Payne
211,210 Hodmeda Wies d GreenComan 2010, 4991 117
CCRAmponsiip) | Wied Horms @ Alen Harmon 2116 1521
1110 (Third): Green Ooman @ Cuna Papne 212 2112

Master Douties (C ) Onrran Semon @

Nampenstep
Lontach Webater 2110, 21-42

7.h0 marquis & the ourney headquarters
Hobday Inn lets all passing by know whar's
going on.

130 JuLy

Open Singles winner Johany Mennen (1) with
rumwev-up Charie White after the match.

Martha Byrd (1) won the Southeast Regional in
the Women's Open, defeating Kerry Young (),

=S P
HELPS PREVENT
EYE INJURY
PLAYING HANDBALL
RACQUETBALL
AND TENNIS |

Champion’s MK Eyeguard is en-
dorsed by Lou Russo, several
times National Handball Champion
and current Three Wall Handball
Champion.

Champion's MK Eyeguard is made
from strong, lightweight aluminum,
covered with soft, non-reflective
natural rubber 10 mold around the
eyes for maximum visibility, comfort
and playing case

It's designed to provide the utmost |
prolection against a ball hitting you
directly in the eye and causing injury. |
Available at Sporting Goods Stores,
Athletic Clubs and your YMCA. ‘
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PLAYER RANKINGS

!

Final 1976-77
Official Women's Rankings
1. Shannon Wright, San Diego
2. Peggy Steding, Odessa, Tex.
‘ 3. Janell Marriott, Salt Lake City
4. Kathy Williams, Hazel Park, Mich.
5. Jennifer Harding, Portland
6. Jean Sauser, Northbrook, [il.
7. Jan Campbell, San Diego
8. Sarah Green, Memphis
9. Rita Hofl, St. Louis
10. Sue Carow. Glenview, IN.
¢ 11. Martha Byrd, Gainesville, Fla
\a\Je 12. Jan Pasternak, Houston
oy a\ ? 13. Bette Weed, San Diego
“\c\ 14. Camille McCarthy, Indianapolis
d o 15. Pat Schmidt, Milwaukee
A AnO
A\
ga“ .
Final 1976-77
Women's Prize Money Earnings
Rank Player Prize Money
1 Shannon Wright, San Diego $7.700
2 Peggy Steding, Odessa, Texas 7,050
3 Janell Marriott, Salt Lake City 3.000
4 Kathy Williams, Hazel Park, Michigan 2,350
Final 1976-77 5 Jennifer Harding, Portland 1,225
Official Men's 6 Jean Sauser, Northbrook, Il 1.050
Rankings 7. Sue Carow, Glenview, Il 725
1. Marty H S 8. Sarah Green, Memph.us 700
2 D y Hogan, St. Louis 9 Jan Campbell, San Diego 450
' T“V°V Bledsoe, Kingsport, 10 Rita Hoff, St. Louis 375
3 szl" B A 11. (tie) Martha Byrd, Gainesville, Fla. 225
Ao ar ':l' rumfield, San Diego Camille McCarthy, Indianapolis 225
4 Rerry ilecher, St. Louis 13. (tie) Bette Weed, San Diego 200
- Richard Wagner, San Diego Jan Pasternak, Houston 200
8. Craig McCoy, Riverside, Cal 15 Pat Schmidt, Milwaukee 100
7. Steve Serot, San Diego
8. Steve Strandemo, San Diego
9. Steve Keeley, San Diego Final 1976-77
10. Ben Koitun, St. Louis Men's Prize Money Earnings
11. Jay Jones, Los Angeles =
12. Mark Morrow, Los Angeles Rank Player Prize Money
13. John Lynch, Chicago 1 Marty Hogan, St. Louis $22,000
14. Mike Yellen, Detroit 2 Davey Bledsoe, Kingsport, Tenn 10,175
15. Steve Chase, Phoenix 3 Jerry Hilecher, St. Louls 6,800
16. Bill Schmidtke, Minneapolis 4 Charlie Brumfield, San Diego 6,725
17. Randy Stafford, Memphis 5 Craig McCoy, Riverside, Cal 5125
18, Terry Fancher, Northbrook, Ili 6 Richard Wagner, San Diego 4,975
19. Charlie Rish, Chicago 7 Steve Strandemo, San Diego 4,625
20. Mike Zeitman, Memphis 8 Steve Keeley, San Diego 2.875
Q9 Steve Serot, San Dego 2,300
10 Jay Jones, Los Angeles 2275
1 Ben Koltun, St. Louls 2175
12 Mark Morrow, Los Angeles 1.500
13 John Lynch, Chicago 1.475
14 Mike Zeitman, Memphis 1.275
15, (tie) Steve Chase, Phoenix 950
Bl Schmiditke, Minneapolis 950
17 Terry Fancher, Northbrook, . G600
18 Randy Stalford, Memphis 550
19 Ken Wong, St. Louis 400
20 Charlie Rish, Chicago 350
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TOURNAMENT RESULTS

Southfield

N.RC. PRO TOUR

9

K _KE - &£ 19
sEAMcof.

Part of the galery for the championship matches at the boautiul Racquetme Center in Southfield
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Hogan Again —
With Ease

Pat McPharkn awards Hogan his $2,000 it place check whie Seamco's
Jn Ammick (1), Wagner, and the N.R.C.'s Joe Ardio look on

While everyone else struggled to reach
him, Marty Hogan bided his time in the
upper bracket to wail for his eventual
foe in the finals of the Southlield (Mich.)
Pro Am April 16-19.

That foe turned ou! to be Richard
Wagner, making his first appearance of
the season in the championship round
on the Seamco-Leach pro tour.

Wagner came through the always
difficult number seven seed, lopping
Jay Jones 21-10, 21-10in the round of
16, besting Charlie Brumfield 21-20,
21-18 in the quarters, and stopping
CraigMcCoy 21-13, 16-21, 11-Bin the
semi-finals.

“It's tough to stay up mentally,” said
Wagner. " had to give it everything |
had just to reach the finals. Hogan was
Just walting for me.”

That he was. And as has become his
custom, Hogan was sporadic early in
the first game, got his game together
and began his relentless march toward
21. The closest Wagner got was 7-5,
he called a strategic time out at 13-8,
but could do nothing to thwart Hogan's
overpowering barrage.

At 15-8 Wagner appeared 10 give up
the game, hoping for some miracle 1o
pull out the second game and take his
chances in the tie-breaker

Hogan had no such ideas, however,
Game two started worse than game
one. Rich didn’t score until the fifth
inning, and by then the board stood at
8-0. A ime out there gave Wagner a
chance to catch his breath and ponder
the effects of a tolal wipe out in the
finals

All photos of the Southhels Pro Am
by Rick Dinoian

After finally tallying his initial point,
Wagner soon found that he had lost it,
drawing a technical foul from referee
Chuck Leve at 10-1. The technical had
two effects. The obvious negation of a
pomnt, making it 10-0, but on Wagner's
behall giving him a chance to release
his frustrations.

"Sometimes you're in there against
Hogan, " said another pro taking in the
acbion, “and you can't seem o do
anything right, while he does nothing
wrong. So you're way down, and
figure, what the heck, atieast I know |
can get a technical, It gives you a
feeling of accomplishment.”

Hardly one to brag about it would
seam, but in Wagner's case it seemed
to bring about a second wind of desire.

He nipped olf three aces in the next five
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Wagner scurries mio deep Jeft court fo retrave a Hogan shot
w the fina's of the Sowthlels Pro-am.

serves, with his other serves effective
enough to get offensive opportunities,
which he cashed in on. Feeling some
semblence of momentum Wagner kep!
right on going, until he closed to within
one at 11-10,

"It takes every ounce of strength just to
catch Hogan," said Wagner later. "Al/
wanted lo do was hang on from theve.”

And so itwent, — 12-10, 13-12, 14-all,
15-all as both players struggled to
sinng a run together that would put
some daylight between their scores.
The last tie was at 16, with Hogan
apparently checking his airline
schedule. For comingin at 17-16, three
Kills and and error later and the ball
game was over.

Later, Hogan confirmed it.

“lhad aflight home that | had to calch’
he said. “I couldn't fool around with
Wagner any more."

Fooling around seems to be the new
thing for Hogan. Knowing his
superiority allows him to control not
only the match, but the scores as well,
he seems to have made up his mind to
not embarrass anybody, allow the fans
1o cheer for whoever his underdog
opponent happens to be, and then
apply the coup de grace after giving up
anywhere from 10 to 15 points.

Against Bledsoe in the semi's the
pattern was there again. Before most
fans settled into their seats Hogan had
amassed a 14-6 advantage in the first
game. At 17-8 Hogan was coasting
until a time out by Bledsoe at 20-15
slowed down the blistering Hogan
express,

Oblivious to such shenanigans, Hogan
promptly stepped up and drove game
point, an ace into the deep left comel
off a behemoth drive serve for 21

\ Wagner stretching 10 hug kemits.
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Hogan goes for the reverse pinch kW against B
Giedsoo i the semi-finals. Note how both
players’ concentration is locked on the bal

As he would show later in the finals,
Hogan's pattern continued into game
Wo. This time it was 12-3 after seven
innings and Marty turned off the
fireworks

As Hogan coasted, Bledsoe saw his
Opportunity and took advantage of it.
Cranking up his own super drive
serves, Davey tallied on four aces,
three kills and a couple of ridiculous
Hogan mini-try errors to get back into
the match,

The two traded serves at 17-14,
Hogan's lead, until Bledsoe's hard
gfive Z serve produced two errors on
Hogan's parn, sandwiched around a
paitented Bledsoe right comer pinch
kil to tie the game at 17.

They reached 19-all by each giving
away two points, until Hogan, sensing
danger nearby, exploded a near-ace
serve on a drive to the left. Davey
barely got his racquet on the green
sphere and it lazily caromed short of
the front wall for point 20

Hogan gave a little half-smile to the
gallery, wound up and served the
\dentical serve, only this time it was a
Clean ace, for game and maitch

“I'm going to beat him one of these
times" prophesied Bledsoe. “He thinks
he can fool around and get away with
it, but we'll catch him.’

Wagner's semi-final with McCoy was
nothing out of the ordinary for both
players. Craig started slowly, as usual,
and Rich continued to serve amazingly
well for a fairly routine 21-13 first game
win

S0 McCoy had to push his motor to
warp eight, or whatever warp he felt it
would take to win, He did both, showing
excallent quickness and shot crispness
in downing Wags 21-16, forcing the
tie-breaker, something Wagner did not
relish,

“McCoy's probably the toughest
tie-breaker player in the game,” he McCoy's point of o«

atact s inklo high as he Qoes for & winner aganst Wagner in thew semi-fnal
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said. “Craig has the ability to pump
himself up and reach back for the
something extra.”

Apparently Wagner coes 100, for it was
the blond San Diegan who captured
the third and decisive game, 11-81o get
his crack at Hogan.

For sheer excitement the
Wagner-Brumfield match was the best
match of the tournament. Following his
Denver fiasco, Brumfield had looked
good in barely bowing 10 Hogan in
Chattanooga’s finals. The fans were
looking for a Brum-Hogan
championship match here.

But Wagner, whose speed and
quickness matches well against
Brumfield's control, had other ideas. It
was a lense battle, with the fans torn
between their desire for a
Brumfield-Hogan final, and their
aomiration for underdog Wagner in his
quest to move on,

It was all guts by both combatants.
Brumfield held a 20-18 lead in the first
game, only to have Wagner stick it out,
come from behind and capture the
squeeker 21-20.

Brum appeared mentally down in the
second, falling way back 14-3 and
17-9, virtually conceding defeat. But a
couple of easy points, perhaps a
Wagner let down and in a flash it was
19-18, Wagner's add.

There the two of them stayed, each
finding a point as difficult to get as a
date with Farrah, Five times Wagner
held Brumfield on 18 until a right corner
pinch Kill sealed the attorney’s doom.

McCoy topped Ben Koltun in the other
close quarter-final encounter, by the
odd scores of 21-11,9-21, 11-1. Some
observers say that the best way 1o
make McCoy go three is to let him win
the first, seemingly a strategy that
Koltun applied.
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NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT . . .

A big hats oM and thank you to Pat McPhadin,
owner of the Southfiedd Racquetime Center for
his no-nonsense effors in running a supert
toumnamaeant. Due pnmanly to Pat’s efforts,
virtually every maich started on schedule
(Racquetima's 30 courls helped some), and his
own stalt personnel did a tremendous job n
co-ordinating the event . . Manager Roger
Shockor, tournay deector Carol Geay and
secratary Barbara Tracy wore axcellent and
professional aides . . . Largest gallery of the
Season was on hand theee straight mights, as the
three-walled glass courts (two of them) heid
vpwards of 800 for all key maiches. They saw the

best these & and appreciated it . . . Unsung
Dennis McDowell, Bicominglon, linots capiured
the massive amateur bracket (128 strong) with a
21-11, 2112 win ovar Bdl “Radution Man™
Gotthot. . . Carol Stowart, who want thraee with
Sue Carow in the pros, took the lackes amateur
open 15-21, 21-10, 11-5 over Irene Ackerman,
Both gals are Detrod area players .. And "Dog”
Fred Lewerenz had no problems taking the
Seniors in & 21-15, 21-16 victory over John
Halcher . . . Promotion and publcity were good,
thanks 10 McPhardin and Stare Advertising which
coordinated that phase of the event

Again McCoy played well in the first
game, and he was too tough for Koltun,
who was all over the court, but unable
to penetrate Craig's defense.

So, if you're Craig McCoy what do you
do if you win the first game? You let up
in the second, of course. Which he
obligingly did, Koltun took advantage
and the two youngsters found
themselves in a tie-breaker.

A foregone conclusion, the 11 pointer
wentto McCoy, whose serves had zip,
his backhand was crisp, and Koltun
was left at warp five as McCoy never
looked back in his 111 win.

Another interesting quarter-final match
was Hogan's win over Steve Serot, a
round of 16 viclor over Steve Keeley. It
was the first meeting of Serot and
Hogan in some time and many thought
that Steve wouid give Marty as good a
battle as anybody.

As usual, Hogan started siowly, tied the
first game at 6-all, somebody blinked
and it was 17-10. Serot, whose body
was bouncing off the walls, decided to
save his elasticity for the second game
and the 21-11 verdict went 1o Hogan.

So the pattern repeated. From 5-all
Hogan went to a 14-7 advantage,
began coasting and Serot came back
10 12-14. The lanky ex-Si. Louisian
could get no closer however, with
Hogan's match point another ace, this
time a hard Z to the right, 21-16,

Bledsoe and Jerry Hilecher, who seem
10 play each other in every tournament,
met again in Southfield. Usually the
winner of this match is the one whose
serve is working best, since their
games are almost identical.

Both games were close to the mid-way
point, and in each it appeared that
Bledsoe had that little concentration
edge that separates the winners from
losers in professional quarter-final
maltches.

Down in game one 12-13, his next
service turn found him ahead 18-13.
Hilecher tallied once, and then Bledsoe
ended the game with two forehand
corner kills, and a Hilecher backhand
error, 21-14.

The second game was closer longer,
with ties at 12, 13, 15 and 18 before
Bledsoe zipped home, a drive ace 10
the left corner, a forehand error by
Hilecher and a backhand error off the
same drive serve, 21-18,

Only one other match went three
games In the round of 16 other than the
Keeley-Serot battle. That was McCoy
{for a change)agains! the upstan,
16-year-old Mike Yellen, who had
upset 14th ranked Steve Chase in the
32's.

McCoy got his act tegether in time to let
Yellen know that his day would not be
this one, 14-21, 21-16, 11-7, much to
the dismay of the partisan,
Yellen-infested home town fans.

Hilecher topped Mike Zeitman, who
survived a near loss to Gil Schmitt in
the32's,21-12,21-15, inthe only other
16's match that was close.

Results Men's Pro (Preliminary Roundj Comiet o Mammow
207, 20192, owriend Fred 21403, 1921 114 Wkte d Svs
forted, Kanay @ Kiys 212, 212 Zucsoeman @ Dawsan 2011

nas

(First Mound): Mogen & Askiay 210, 214 Satost @ Tlas

focted; Sevet 0 Cotven 21-7. 2116 Keeley 4 Brownies 214
217 Wdecher o Wigos 213, 210, Zeevan @ Schesit 1830
2110, 107, Lysch @ Grogono 21:7. 219, Meduoes @ Do
207, 3040 MeCoy @ Laws 213 218 Yoo o Chase 7115

2016 Kohun @ Koy 2112, 1921, 131 Kasay & Syandemo
wpury Solault: Wagner d Tucrerman 2115 2111 Jodes &
Hog). horted | Fancter d Mandry 1121, 207 105 Drumtest o

Haoverer 200216

(Setond Round) 1ogen 0 Satoea 2193 210 Set d
Hoskey 1320, 2012 116 Miachar a Zoaman 2142 3115
Pedico & Lymeh 2992 217, WeCoy @ Yekan 1421 21148
197 Komnd Kasay 211, 209, Wagner 4. Jornes 2110, 210
Bumieid @ Fancher 213 214

(Quaner-Hinale) Hogan @ Sews 2101, 2100 Beeavee 2
Peches 2104 2518 McCoy o Maten 21.1) 924, 11
Wiagrer 4 Drariald 2020 210

(SemeSnaie) 1agen @ Bedwce D145 2110, Wagres &
MeCoy 2113 1621, 18

(Champlonatep): Mogan & Wageer 2110 2118




Oh, Shannon Wright, have you no
mercy? Apparently not, as the
21-year-old San Diegan totally
destroyed former champ Peggy
Steding 21-16, 21-3, to capture the
women's pro bracket in Southfield

Her game reaching a peak as the tour
headed down the back stretch, Wright
was 100 much for Steding and the rest
of the field as she made Southfield her
second in a row over Steding

it wasn't so much the victory, but the
manner of victory that must have given
all those other lady pros that
sick-to-their-stomach look

In game two Shannon achieved the
ultimate in destruction, giving Peggy an
inside-the-game donut. Down 0-3 after
winning the first, it took Shannon
exactly six innings and 17 minutes to
score 21 consecutive points and an
unbeblievably convincing 21-3 victory

The only contest in the match was the
first game, in which the tight batlle
which had been expected for the entire
match, surfaced for this game only
Withtiesat 7, 11, and 14, it was Wright
who took an 18-16 lead and added a
left comer forehand kill for 19, a
forehand skip error by Peggy for 20,
and a perfect r-a-w ball pass down the
left wall on which Steding got only
plaster for 21

Wright, despte oot contact, is able to retrieve a Steding shot in the ladies finals.

Wright Again — Easier

I'm hitting the ball super right now,'

said Shannon. “I'm using control and
power and | don't think anybody in the
ladies division can touch me.'

She got no argument in Southfield

The usual top four reached the
semi-finals again, with the usual two,
Wright and Steding moving on to the
finals

Shannon had no trouble in topping
Janell Marriott, who was nowhere near
her usually line game, 21-4, 21-16.
Wright is driving her serves, shooting
well, and when in trouble going 1o the
ceilng to get out of the jam,

in the lower bracket home town favorite
Kathy Willlams was unable to muster a
threat 1o Steding against whom the
butterflies fly for Kathy. In what
everybody hoped woulkld have been a
betlter match, number four ranked
Kathy succumbed rather meekly 21-9,
2112

oo much power and control was the
siory, as Peq rarely vacated center
court, and Kathy, try as she might, was
constantly scurrying from comer (o
comer 10 retrieve

Only one match in the quarters even
the age-old battle
between Willilams and Sue Carow, who
makes any maitch interesting

raised an eyebrow

No love was lost between Carow and
the Southfield fans, many of whom
considered her efforts to top their gal
Williams as an insult to the entire state
of Michigan, But Carow cares not for
petty tems such as those, and hustled
her way 1o the hie-Dreaker, dropping
game one 21-13, but pulling out the
second 21-18.

Much to the delight of the gallery,
however, Sue had run out of petrol by
the third and in an interesting match
went down 11-3,

None of the other quarter-final losers
could manage 21 points in both games
total

Nright obliterated Sarah Green, the
ithe Memphian who never got into the
match 21-9, 21-3; Marriolt did about
the same with Jean Sauser 21-11,
21-3; while Steding topped Jenny
Harding 21-11, 21-6. ®

Aosuhs Women's Pro (Fest Bound): Coeon o MeCanthy 2
. TRTE T Mardng o
QOwanectinals) W i O 19 311 N 1 »
| ’ " " f
Semis 4 W 1
N ¢ o
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SERMCo .
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Lombard

noson autographs the game baw

I
AR A president Bob Kendler prior 0

¢ I Hogan puts overything he has into a forehand shot
‘ wganst Beumbeld in the inals. Note Governors

Thomp O [aRNg i KRG SCLON In the front row




Brumbield, glasses w1 hand, SCurnos 10 cover the
right side, but far foo late as ihe ball passes him
down the nght i the champonshg

match with Hogan
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With Governor Jim Thompson in
attendance, Marty Hogan made it nine
tour victories in a row by capturing the
Lombard (ill.) stop on the
Leach/Seamco pro tour. And he did it
withoul losing a game

In the ladies division Shannon Wright
came back from 4-10 in the tie-breaker
10 defeat Janell Marriott and earn her
third straight tour win.

It was Hogan versus Charlie Brumfield
in the men’'s championship maich,
complete with pre-game gubematonal
caremonies leaturing Governor and
Mrs. Thompson, both racquetball
enthusiasts.

Standing room only crowds attended
The Glass Court's Stadium for each of
the iast three days of the event, and it
was packed Sunday afternoon for the
finals

Brumfield, the sentimental favonite,
agam attempted his control style of
play, against Hogan's fierce power
game. Hogan's domination of control
players continued as shown by the
statistic which found Brumfield not
hitting a single pass shot for a winner in
the first game

Despite that, the game was relatively
close throughout. Hogan never was
able to gain the huge early lead that
marked his impressive Southfield win
Rather, he stayed three to four points
ahead of Brum most of the way,
exceptling a fleeting lead for Brum at
12-11,

Hogan went in at 18-14 twice, the
second time for the last. He tallied on
four straight kills, the final one a perfect
forehand right corner pinch for the
21-14 win.

The second game was similar with
Brumfield never able to close closer

than three points. And although three s
within range Hogan would not allow the
margin to dissipate. The key was at
14-11 when side went out six times
(three for both players). For there it was
all Hogan 20-14, 20-16, 21-16.

Again, power was the key. Brumfield
got his passing game slightly into gear,
but Hogan's massive power serves
turned out to be the difference. In fact,
his five aces in the game to none for
Brumfield was the exac!t difference in
score

By far the most thnlling maltch of the
tournament was the women's final in
which Marriott was unable 1o score
match point on five different occasions
over Iwo games

The 21-13, 20-21, 11-10 loss by Janell
was undoubtedly the most
disappointing final for any player on
tour this season. With a 10-4 lead inthe
tie-breaker, Janell for some reason
played conservative, hoping for the
Wright error that would win her the
maltch,

'I waited for Shannon to make a
mistake," said the soft-spoken
Marriott. “She never did.”

Game two was just as bad, as Marriott,
a game up but five points down rallied
from 15-20, 10 take two shots at the two
game sweep. But again she was
unable to capture the elusive 21st point
and the 21-20 victory went to Wright,

To Shannon's credit, she hung in,
never let up, and ook her oflensive
shots when they occurred, It was a
stunning performance,

The thril of wciory for Shannon Wright, alter
boing down 4-10 and corming DACK for an
1110 te-troaker VicCiory






Brumfield goes for the right comer pinch for a
winner against Movrow in the semi-finals. He
had this shot often

Mark Morrow, the first year pro from
Los Angeles, was a surprise
semi-finalist, working his way through a
deserted bracket, thinned out by Craig
McCoy’'s amazing first round loss, and
Jay Jones' upset win over Richard
Wagner in the second round

But Morrow was not a threat 10
Brumfield, who played his most
offensive maich of the season.
Claiming squatters rights to center .
court, Brumfield's combination of s ¥ i
drives and kills was 100 much for the | -
overmatched Morrow. A “screamer,”
Morrow was constantly berating
himsell, much to the amusement of the
450 fans.

The games were identical, —
Brumfield in a biow out. He built a 14-5
first game lead and coasted 21-7. Inthe
second it was more of the same, 13-3,
16-4 and 21-8.

“I had to get in and get out,” said
Brumfield, “/ wanted to save myself for
Hogan."

Another reason for Brum'’s offensive
play could have been a slight shoulder
injury, suffered in his quarter-final
marathon win over Steve Serol.
Unable to hit overhead withoul pain,
Charlie kept everything down at waist
level or lower, forcing him to offense.

Perhaps he should have continued the
same way against Hogan.

In the upper bracket semi-final Hogan
ran inlo a rec-hot Jerry Hilecher, whose
booming serve was right on all

weekend. Jerry was off a surprisingly

Hiecher drives the bali down the left wall aganst
Hogan in the semi's, « perfect form, peviect
concentrabon
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easy 21-14, 21-11 win over Davey
Bledsoe in their monthly flip-a-coin
maich,

But Hogan seems 1o be able to cope
with everybody, no matter how hot, He
delinitely coped with Hilecher, whose
seven aces over the two games were
not nearly enough

The lirst gama, in which Hilecher
scored five of those aces was an
either-way affair, with never more than
WO points separating the warnors.
That is, until Hogan came to life at
17-16, put together two kilis of weak
service returns, and then forced two
Hilecher errors for the 21-16 victory.

The momentum swung sharply to
Hogan's comer in the second. A huge
eight point seventh inning truly sealed
Hilecher's doom. Down 4-5, Hogan lost
service after running off four kills, two
passes and two frozen aces fora 12-5
advantage. Even a Hilacher time-out at
8-5 couldn’t do anything but waste 30
seconds.

The pressure exerted by Hogan can
make any player foid and Jerry
succumbed late in the second game
Trying to make a run, he was able to
close 1o within 14-19, only to have
Hogan tally the final two points, bothon
forehand errors. That wvillian Me. Skip
seemed o have control of Hilechers
racquet

The ladies semi-finals were strange
First olf was Wrigh!'s three-game win
over Kathy Wiliams, still striving 10
make her first visit to the finals. Tied at
15-all in the first game, Willlams, who
has been known 1o failer at this point,
actually got tougher and scored Ihe last
six points of the game on an ace (£ 10
the right), two kills, two passes, and a
Wright error, 21-15

Vitsams could hardly get lower to shoot this ball against Wright in the sami-finals,
Eye contact couldn’t be bottey,

Game two was a joke, with Wright
grabbing an 11-3 lead and after a
Williams time out, two sides oul,
Shannon finished the job 21-4

So came the unpredictible tie-breaker
with Williams grabbing the early
advantage 5-3, but Wright equalling
the game at 5-all. Next came the key
point for at 6-5 Wright's lead, the serve
changed hands eight times before
Shannon was able to tally her saventh,
an error by Willlams, skipping in a
backhand back wall sel up

Shannon went as far as 9-6 and then
sat back while Kathy erred twice for the
116 victory

In the bottom bracket one of the
weirdest malches seen in many a
month occurred in Marriott's stunning
victory over Peggy Steding. The scores
should tell it all, 19-21, 21-2, 11-1.

Who could say what happened to
Steding? She called it “mental
laziness, Others said physical fatigue.
Whataver the reasons, Steding was
just a shadow of herself in those last
WO games

Marriott, on the other hand, played two
of tha most perfect games seen in a
long time. Serving hard and accurate
and shooting likewise, she was a
demon on leas inthe court. The second
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Stoding (L) and Marriott iry and untangle alter & colision during thelr first game of the senv's
Pag wasn't laughing later

game took but seven innings, with a
7-point third and 7-point fifth taking
care of game two,

In the tie-breaker Janeil came out
smokin' again, jumping quickly to a 5-1
lead. At 7-1 Steding erred on an
attempted ceiling ball, one of r.b.’s
cardinal sins. A kill and perfect pass
later made it 10-1 and to make this
unusual maitch even more so, point 11
came on a controversial call. Releree
Terry Fancher called the serve shor,
but an appeal by Marriott got the call
reversed. Fancher, in a correct but
pressure-packed call, awarded an ace
to Marriott for the match,
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“Isaw it short,” sald Fancher. “But if it
was good, it was perfect. | had to call
the ace.’

The best maltch of the men's quarters
was Brumlield's win over Serot, a most
unconvincing 20-21,21-19, 11-9 affair.

As everyone expected, Serot spent
most of the match sliding around the
floor, picking up impossible 1o retrieve
shots, staying alive and in general
defying the laws of gravity and safety

Brumfield, on the other hand, was
content to stand in mid-court and
punish his younger rival until he
couldn’t stand. It was here that Serot's
tyrannical training program paid off, for
he never did tire, causing a long,
exciting and impressive match

With the 000's and aaah's psyching
him continually, Serot picked himsell
off the fioor time and again, to stay in
the match. With a maximum of three
points, and rarely more than one
separating the two, the first game went
10 the proverbial wire, with a diving
Serot get and re-kill earmning him the
game

Brumfield assumed the comeback role
in the second, when he fought from a
13-18 deficit to sneak in a 21-19 win

The tie-breaker was classic
racquetball, a match that fans had seen
seemingly a thousand times belore
Brumfield driving, Serot retrieving.
Serot flailing, Brumfield scurrying. Ties
at 1, 6, 8, and 9 left all on the chair's
edges before Brumfield on his second
try, racked up match point

None of the other quarter-final matches
went three, although two of them had
21-20 games. Morrow found himself
against Jay Jones and had no easy
time with the methodical stunt man

The first game went to Morrow 21-20,
and the secondwas also a good battle,
before Morrow carried it through 21-15

Hogan met Strandemo in the upper
bracket quarter-final and Strandy, who
stopped Steve Keeley in the 16°s gave
it his best shot in the first game before
bowing 21-20. There wasn't much left
for Steve in the second and the 21-10
score was an accurate reflection

The last quanter-final encounter was
Hilecher's big win over Bledsoe 21-14,
21-11, As stated before, Hilecher's
super serve was on target, judging by
his impressive 21-10, 21-4 win over
home-towner John Lynch in the 16's
Jerry still had his hot hand against
Davey as the scores indicate



Just ke yesteryoar . . . Serol gives the sign to
Brumbiaid in their quarter-fnal mafch while . . .

The Brurn gives anothey sign right back to Serot,
No love ost hero

This beme if '3 a HWechor backhand oown the o
wall as Bladso0 finds himseW owd of posiion in

he QuirTevs

Movrrow's fioating backhand was down encugh 1o SQUeezo oul s hwo-Qame win

over Jones #1 the Quartvs
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Strandoemo (r.) Is caught in a famiiar poso, -
Diocking. Note the bal &t his right fool as Hogan
propares 1o rip. Better move, Steve!
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The only real good 16's matches were
Strandemo’s 19 and 16 victory over
Keeley; Serot's narrow 17-21, 21-10,
11-5 win against Ben Koitun, and
although it was a lousy match, the
Jones 21-15, 21-10 win over Wagner
proved that mental preparedness IS
definitely a factor in pro racquetball.

The ladies quarters, as usual, were
nothing to write home about. Only
Williams was forced to three games
4.21. 21-18, 11-7 by Jean Sauser

Wilkams goes 10 the ceding against Sauser in thair battie, the only three-game
Quaner-final ladves match

Newcomer Pat Schmidt, Milwaukee
lost to Marriott 21-19, 21-7 after
stunning the Chicago area fans with
her 16's win over local favonte Sue
Carow 16 and 14.

Wright blew out Martha Byrd 21-4,21-9
and Steding had it her way against Rita
Hoff 21-9, 21-14 in the other
quarter-final match-ups. @



NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT . . .

The shocker of the tournament was unseeded
Bob Deuster, a local area A player, opping third
ranked Craig McCoy 0 the round of 32 21-13,
21-20. A shrn, chub pro, Deuster took advantage
of McCoy's mental relaxation and played a
suporh match. When Craig tned to lum 2 on, — it
was too late the tournament was a lantastc
success, with total seoll outs theoo nights, super
hospitality, thanks prenartly 10 the Rakan U-Boat
whsch provided food and beverages om Vito,
Jim and Angelo . . . The Glass Court is a porfect
host and president Ron Hankin makes sure that
things are run In a well orgamnized and efficient
manner thanks 100 10 George Smuth, one of
Ron's pannars, 1or his halp dunng the week
cub managerpro Dan Benoluce: was all over
averywhere, making sure things were smooth
and he had great holp from Sue Suls, Mano
Cesarini, Leo Goss and Jerry Sayers the
Minoss State Racguelball Assocation also
pached in, led by Tom Street, Al Shetzer and llooe
manager supreme, Jim Siotz Winoes’
Governoe Jim Thompson and his kovely bride
made the inal day an absolule event, and
working with the Governor's advance mon was a
privioge . .. The huge (156 man) Amatew Open
Gvison was won by Ron Gaktveath, Now
Wimington, Pennsyivania. Galbroath outlasted
the Seld and caplured the title wth 2 21-19, 214
win over Deuster . . . Mantha Byrd, Ganesville,
Fla. took the Ladies Open, 21410, 21-19 over St.
Lows' Rita Holt Chicago's Jm Ciemons
captured the Men's Semnors beacke!, 216, 12-21,
11:2 ovor Bemie Nielson, Marshalliown, lowa
The Mastors championshp was won by Al
Hanke, Eimhurst, llinoss, who defealed Palos
Heights' Jack Shuberth 21-14, 21-12

Glass Cowt president Ron Hankin (r.) presents Mnois' Governor Jm Thompsan with an award for
bewng the stale’'s number one r.b. booser,

Pesuits Women s Pro (Fist Reund) Woght @ Trompeon
200 208 Byd @ Pastomas 2017, 030, 117, S @
RoCanng 21:2 213, Wakann o Noguehs 20,7, 2900 Mamon ¢t
Frams 2010 214 Bcrangr ol Cargw 2100 2014 it g
Goems 2912 1721 115, Saedng ¢ Armitvorg 2190, 214
1Quaner-Snats) Wrote ¢ Dyrd 214 200 Wikams d Sauter
ZEA 107 Mamon d Schma 21.10 217 Swang e Hon

Mesarta Men's Pro (Preliwnary Nound): Jucsenmman d Nt
2102 2011 Yok & Whgpho forfol Mondry o Masay 217
200, Wohux @ W0 718 214 S5 d Champagne 21,12
1920 127 111 2108

(Flust Round): Hoge d Do 7200 Netcd Farchare e 21
DA 105 Kevigy 4 Ducomman 2120 921 1148
Shancomo ¢ Yo 218 317 Wiecher 0 Manary 217 209 +

oo g Karas

Ayt Doamant 71 0. 2010 R Osase 2196 121 114 i3 2814

Dodos o Goas 2418 4. Dow Mt AMCCoy 2192 21 0 (Somi-tinals): Wrgmt d Wikare 1521 214, 114 Mawo ¢
Morrow it ftafiorg 15 2 LN 10 Joend Wekus 120 Sledig 1920, 213, 1V

U N0 Wigrer € Yama 210 274 . Senot @ 5l 214 [Championshio)l: Wogre g Manga 2113 2021 v

2190 Ko o Sctmt 210
2107 Bravtiod @ Homrph 20.7,. 2192
(520000 Rowndy: Hoden 4 ugr 2110 7112 Sancom &

Rothey 2719 21008 acrer g Layrch 2010 214 Postse 0

241, Yelien g Jotwwan 214

Fah Z1AL 219 Marraw & Deanter 218 20 4. Joren o
VROrad 2015 2090, Semit . Mol 1720 2010 118
Dowmbod @ Yollems 21.7 28012

Quartier inaled HoQAN 2 SPAN0 23 00 713 Maedted @
BAe0sce 2194 2951 Momos d Joners 2120 2115 s '
B Sat 263, 7110 120

{Bemi-finaly): HOgan o INECHor 2196 2194 Lewrdes o
Morran 24 7. 014

(CRampionship), *ogun & Brusssfeks 2014 270
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TOURNAMENT RESULTS

N.RC. PRO TOUR

B . 11 Nowpor

eehng, r.) and runnov-up Crawg McCoy (knoaing, 1) pose for the camera, Standing are

With the March of Dimes poster girl, winmer Oavey Bfedsoo (kn)
Rick Schiebe (1) and Dan Isaacson, of The Sporting House
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The Best

of the

When Marty Hogan and Charlie
Brumfield both elected not to play the
Newport Beach pro stop, a sage
racquetball commentator dubbed the
event “The Best of the Rest,” alluding
1o the Brumfield/Hogan domination of
t::gracquetball the past three years.

an, who was in the midst of final
exams at San Diego State, and
Brumfield, nursing a sore shoulder, left
the lield wide open May 12-15, just
three weeks prior to the Nationals.

For "The Rest” it was Nirvana. No
longer did it matter whose bracket you
were in. No longer did you have to
worry about Hogan's bullets or
Brumfield's brains. All you had to do
was win,

After the initial shock, It became
apparent that pro racquetball is alive
and thnving with or without Hogan and
Brumfield. And all you have to do is
ask any of “The Rest." They'll be glad
to tell you.

Their spokesman should be Davey
Bledsoe who won Newport Beach and
then graduated to “"A Name" by
capturing the National Title (see page
17). Beldsoe was showing his full hand
in Newport, but nobody was watching,
or remembering.

Coming from the second seed in the
bottom bracket, Bledsoe wasn't pretty,
nor was he dominating. But he was
good, very good. And he got better as
the weekend wore on,

Cranking up his own power drive serve
(tour players are now conceding Davey
second place to Hogan in the power

hitter derby), Bledsoe was too much for
anyone 10 handle.

His championship maich foe was top
seed Craig McCoy, who conlinues 1o
perplex all handicappers. Fresh off of
the most embarassing pro

Rest?

performance of the year in Lombard,
McCoy totally turned his game around
as he chased for the title

The tournament was held at the
luxurious Newport Beach Sporting
House, similar to the Denver club of the
same name which sporied front wall
glass. In Newport Beach, however,
general manager Rick Schiiebe, after
consulting with N.R.C. officials, turned
the court around, drew new service
lines, and the tourney was played with
a glass back wall, much to the delight of
the players.

The {inal match had one good game,
the first, and one drag, the second.
McCoy bolted first with three quick
points, but Beldsoe rallied 10 tie at 3.
Ties ensued al 6, 7,12, 15, and 16, until
Bledsoe pulled away.

Two McCoy errors rang up 17 and 18
and Davey's own patented forehand
right corner pinch was the 19th. Butina
gesture of good will, Bledsoe promptly
double faulted (his second of the
game) giving McCoy the serve, 16-19
and a perfect opportunity to get back
into it. He didn't,

Bledsoe rolled off the serve with his
backhand, aced lefty Craig with a hard
Z 10 the nght, and tallied the game
winner on a pass left, Davey's only
passing winner of the game

. Between games a pro spectator

predicted a McCay injury in the second,
and real or imagined, Craig's arm
began aching him as Bledsoe's lead
widened, Craig didn’t even bother
calling a strategic or injury ime oul as
Davey gathered up 4-2, 6-2, 8-2, and
11-2 leads.

Finally McCoy stirred, rolling out a few
forehands, serving well with a drive to
Bledsoe's forehand, and all of a
sudden it was 9-13, well within reach
But there Bledsoe's time oul stopped
the momentum and he in tum blasted

an ace on a drive to the left, and a
perfect pass right. McCoy followed with
two skips and the match was over at
17-9.

At 19-9 and 20-8 McCoy ignored the
sensible time out and Davey ended the
match, pocketing the two grand first
place prize with a forehand right corner
kill,

Bledsoe and Richard Wagner had a
superb semi-final battle, Davey
winning in three, and almost making
comeback of the year 10 win in two
21-16, 18-21, 11-4,

Agan Bledsoe's pattern was o stay
close going into the final quarter of the
game and pour it on. Down 13-14, he
surfaced with the next lead 16-15 and
three crucial points made it 19-15. In
fact, had Davey not been over-anxious
mid-way through the match (five ol
Wagner's last six points were shooting
errors off the serve by Bledsoe), he
would have had a much easier

time of i,

As it was Davey still managed to grab
the game 21-16, setting up the thrilling
second. With Davey playing tco
cautiously (he made only two deep
court errors the whole game), and
Wagner playing well, Rich found
himself up 20-12 and thinking about the
tie-breaker,

Five times Wagner couldn’t taltly the
2151 point, and Bledsoe kept creeping
closer, 12-20, 13-20, 17-20, 18-20
before Wagner finally made it go three
wilh a backhand kill from center court
into the lelt comer

The tie-breaker was good, solid
racquelball, with Bledsoe's serve and
shoot style just too overpowerning for
the retneving Wagner, who seems 1o
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be one of the few players who can play
well against either control or power
styles.

But 100 much power was his foe, and a
3-all tie-breaker blossomed into a 6-3,
8-4 Bledsoe advantage. Wagner's time
out at that juncture did nothing and
Davey ran out 11-4,

Inthe upper bracket McCoy faced Jerry
Hilecher, who smelled his second litle
of the year. His booming serve still on
green, Hilecher was the upper bracket
favorite. Only problem was McCoy. He
wanted 10 play this night.

You wouid never have known it by
looking at the first game a dismal 21-5
Hilecher win. Craig was sluggish
despite the howling of encouragement
from the home town fans, who flocked
to Newport from nearby Riverside to
cheer on their hero,

If the first game was a lesson in how
bad Craig McCoy can be, the nex! two
games were lessons in how well he can
play. Limbernng up his own drive and Z
serves, McCoy out Hilechered
Hilecher. He ook control, forced weak
returns and built a 20-13 lead from an
B-all tie.

Jerry called the 1oken time outs, but
Craig would have none of it and he
busily calied on the tie-breaker 21-13,

Talk about somebody getting hot!
McCoy was charcoal white in a
relentiess pursuit of the finals. With his
gallery screaming to each other (the
players couldn’t hear in the totally
enclosed court) his advantage
mounted 3-0, 4-0, 6-0 and finally 10-0.
Would the season’s third tie-breaker
bagel be in Hilecher's bag?

Not so, as Hilecher took the serve and
knocked out an ace on a Z to the right,
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ensuring his twinkie (tour slang for a
one point final game total). He then
added four more to make the final a
respectable 11-5,

Match point came, ironically, on a
McCoy ace serve, a blistering drive 10
the forehand side, a serve that had
been McCoy's best all weekend.

McCoy was the only semi-finalist to go
three in the quarters, against Jay
Jones. By typical McCoy scores he
won the maich 21-7, 17-21, 11.5.
Craig's ability o up the pace a notch in
the tight spots makes him one of the
most dangerous tour players.

“You never know what he'll do,” said
one. "You go in knowing you can beat
him, and you come out wondering why
you didn't.”

Jones, after being thumped in the first
game 21-7, must have been praying for
a reversal, and his prayers were
answered. Craig slowed down, Jay
heated up and a 21-17 Jones win was
the result.

So McCoy went back 10 work, taking
the tie-breaker 11-5

Hilecher breezed in his quarter, taking
Steve Keeley in routine fashion 21-13,
21-5, while Wagner stopped Steve
Strandemo, who struggled all
weekend, 21-19, 21-5,

The last quarter was similar with
Bledsoe erasing Steve Serot 21-8,
21-20,

There were two excellent round of 16
matches, with Jones sneaking past
Ben Koltun 21-15, 9-21, 11-8, and
Wagner surviving a threat from
unheralded amateur Gary Lusk 19-21,
21-13, 11-9,

Fair
Warning

Shannon Wright made it known to all at
Newport Beach, - she was to be the
player to beat in the women's pro
division atthe Nationals. She made this
southern California site her fourth
conseculive tour victory and did it in
such dominating fashion that she left
no doubts that she is the best female
player in the world.

Much of the story of the ladies bracket
al Newport Beach occurred in the
earlier rounds, with the perennial
semi-finalist Janell Marriott and Kathy
Williams both losing in the quarters.
The tournament also marked the return
of Jan Campbell, who showed fine form
in barely losing her quarter-final match
against Peggy Steding.

It was Peggy who linally reached the
finals against Wright, but as was the
case throughout the last part of the
season, racquetball’s grand, old lady
was no match for her youthful foe.

Game one was all Shannon, who
played an almost flawless game.
Making only two errors that cost her
points, serving well and excelling in all
phases of the game she galloped
toward 21 with stops at 6-0, 12-0 and
19-4 for a final 21-5 margin

It just wasn't the Steding of old. Peg
had been sluggish all tournament,
having to go three twice just to reach
the finals, an unheard of development
even a year ago. In the finals, the zip
was gone.

The second game was better, as
Steding took an early, slight lead 7-5,
but Shannon passed her at 9-8, kept
going to 14-8 and held the six point
difference to 18-12,

Wright actually played a betlter game
offensively than she did in the first
Only one of her points came on a
Steding error, the rest were kills (13),
passes (5) or aces (2). Shannon's last



Isaacson presents ladies winner Shannon Wright with a bouquet of roses afer her viciovy over Peggy Steding in the finals

-

four points were kill shots, with the 21st
coming on a picture book forehand
nght comer kill, the bread-and-butter of
any tour player,

The semi-finals were poles apan. In the
upper bracket Wright faced Jean
Sauser, who finally caught Kathy
Willilam in the quarters (Jean seemed
1o be chasing Kathy all year). But
Jean's nerves got the best of her, and
Shannon’s relentless power game was
100 strong, ending in identical 21-7,
21-7 wins

But as much as the Sauser-Wright
match was no contest, the

Steding-Jenniter Harding semi-final
was very much a contest,

Harding, who scored only 39 points in
her three game win over Marriott in the
quarters, was speclacular against
Steding in the semi's. Alter dropping
the first game 21-14, Harding got tough
in the second, saving three match
points and slipping by Peggy 21-20

The tie-breaker was a barmburner,

ciose all the way, with southpaw Jenny
(the only female lefty on tour) playing
her toughest. But Peggy was just that

little extra tougher. With the pressure
on het, Steding was up to the big points
when needed and came in with the
winner 11-8.

Tne quarters were the best complete
round of the entire tournament.
Wright's 21-11, 21-14 victory over Jan
Pasternak was the only match not to go
three, and two of them ended 11-10.

Sauser and Williams, a couple of
long-time midwest foes
(Chicago-Detroit) matched similar
styles into a beautiful match. As in
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Lombard, Williams took the first game,
but the quisy Sauser held off match
point at 20-20 and captured the game
21-20,

But if Williams was disheartened, it
didn’t show, She was strong and
confident in the tie-breaker, as was
Sauser. Down to the wire, with fans
straining to get a glimpse, it was
Sauser 11-10.

Harding took the first game against
Marrniott in the top of the lower bracket
21-19, but Jenny couldn't cope with the
stronger Marriolt's power serve and
shoot style in the second, folding 21-7
and making her outlook bleak.

Bul it was not, as Jenny put together a
solid, error-free tie-breaker and never
looked over her shoulder to stop Janell
11-5.

The Steding win in the last quarter-final
battle was a hearnbreaking loss for
Campbell. Her first appearance in eight
months was a pointed one, however,
as she recovered from a total bombing
in the first game (21-3) to take the
second 21-15.

The tie-breaker for awhile was all
Campbell. She held an almost
insurmountable 10-4 lead, but as
Marriott ¢id against Wright in Lombard,
Jan became overly cautious, waiting
for the freebie 11th point.

Steding kept her cool, made some
unbelievable gets 1o save match point
-and finally put together her run for an
11-10 victory. @
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NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT . ..

The Sportng Mouse agan tumed over all
proceads of the loumament to the March of
Dimes, $2,000 as in Derver . . . Steding again
Was tha only pro player 10 donate a portion ol hee
winnings 10 the Dimes, showing that she may not
be numbas one on the cownt any longer, but she
sure is number one inthe hoart . . . Thanks 10 Rick
Schiiebe, Dan sancson, Ellen Frey et al. for thoir
help . . . Seamco’s proz Al Maciop and national
sales manager BobCoate were on hand io take in
the toumey . . . Par for the lour's course, the
weather made all happy 10 be indoors, with cool
and windy the order for the weekend.

Resulis Men's Pro (First Round: Kody @ Seow 71416
216, Bush 0. SChertaum 21-14 16-21, 118 Ragkero 8
Somenowsas 318 214 Wichham d Sioosng 218 2112
Porter & Thuman 2150, 2196 Wograman d Autin, foted
Bl Wana 217, 21.7 Lunk @ Setoment 217 2007
Wag @ Cotett 217 N 4 Femng @ Mabews, fordedt
Mawins 0 Nosdy 21-48 5627 115 Thoman o Flayd 214
218 Davvison @ Nadsas 1721 104 107
(50cond Rownd ) McCaoy @ Waslesch 21.1 2915 Madya Do
2910, 2090, Kohund. Radtord 21493 216, Jonan d Wichham
2104 2190 Koshey & Portune 21-18, 2112 Fareher @
2904 2916, Kant 0 SN0, ot Crgne @ Winght
S1-29 2990, 00T Standemo @ Besocet 2114 1921107
Sertd @ Mderson 218 2104 Monow d Fearmg 2098 2111
Thomas 0 Mawhns 216 2115 Bledsos @ Davason 216
2112
(Third Round): WeCoy @ Koty 2132 2113 Jomes 0 Kolun
2105 521 10-R Keeley 0 Fancher 21-13 71-50. Mecher 2
Koot 2.0, 214, Wagner & Lusk 1920 2192 119 Syasdem
4 Crase 2100, 21 7, Somt @ Momow 270 2114 Biedwoe 2
Thomas 210, 21-14
(Guanter-tmate): McCoy & Jorws 29-7 V721, 115 Histrera
Kaotey 2103 2.5 Wagrer d Srasdema 2118 21 § Bwecwe
@ Serck 21,0, 2020
{Semianals): McCoy & Méacher 521 2013 115 Bledsoe o
Wagret 2196 1820 1.4
{Champonshigl: Bledioe @ McCoy 2018 21-14

Aesuns Women's Pro (First flownd): Sav e Wi 216
2010, Passerrak ¢ Clomens 218 2165 Gt & Darreatty
fartee. Haems & NcGoven 20-29, 21-19. 112 Murpiy @ Masra
292, 2010, Weodd Froy 2115, 2102 Campiet @ Lows
A 203 MOste . Nogeets 2102 2102

(Second Rownd) Wi 0 Saw 212 273 Pawarek 4
NMcCarttyy 2908, 2104, Sauger d Gk 21.4. 205 Waas ¢
Hewmd 21-93 208 Marmott & Murpiy 21-3. 316, Mardeg d
Wead 202 214, Campont 0 Carom, npry deladl. Siedog @
Mocre 2136 2111
(Ovanertayy) 4 Pasionsh 2110 2104 Sauset d
Wik 1225, 2120, 11,0 a4 Manos 2149 T4
114 Swang d Camgbed 213 3821, 1190

(Sevn Snals) Wegt d Sauser 21.7, 217 Stedag d tardey
2104 2021, 118

{Champonshigh: Wrght @ Swedng 29.5 2712




NEW NRC
OFFICIAL
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The Champion

Model 610 Is
Endorsed By The Professionals!

The Model 610 racquetball glove by Champion
fealures a “wrap around” wrist with adjustable
Vvelcro lastener for perfect comfort. A thin
selected doeskin palm gives you a confident feel,
Eastman's Kodel terrycloth back and Helenca

stretch linger inserts are included for extra com-
; > fort and slyle. So choose the glove of the
ID 2 professionals . the Champion Model 610
\ a5 Racquetball glove

#3200 €. ovio DES MOINES. IOWA S0313
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1972 Nationa! Champion

Charlie Brumfield, LEACH Racguet
1973 National Champéon

Charlie Brumfield, LEACH Racquet

1974 Naticnal Champion
Bill Schmidtke, LEACH Racquet

1976 NRC National Champion
Charlie Brumfield, LEACH Racquet

1973 National Doubles Champions
Charlie Brumfield & Steve Serot
LEACH Racquets

Official NRC Men's Pro Ranking
as of January 1, 1977

=1 Marty Hogan, LEACH Racquet
22 Charlie Brumfield, LEACH Racquet
=5 Davey Bledsoe, LEACH Racquet
=6 Rich Wagner, LEACH Racquet
"7 Mike Zeitman, LEACH Racquet
=8 Steve Keeley, LEACH Racquet

From this heritage of
Championships, comes
the newest champion,
M 11,

el Syer . 3

For color brochure and lurther information on any of our products, please contact:

LEACH Industries, 5567 Kearny Villa Road, San Diego, California 92123 (714)279



