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Red, white and blue basketballs.

Orange baseballs.

Yellow tennis balls.

And now, a kelly green
racquetball!

Made by us as the official ball
for the new National Racquetball

Club, Inc. Compounded from the

best natural rubber for

top tournament performance.
Green power. From Seamco and

the National Racquetball Club, Inc.

Atyour pro shop or sporting goods
department. While you're there,
don't forget to check out our new
Seamco Aluminum Racquetball
Racquet featuring super-size

sweet spot, exclusive string support
System, and one-piece extruded :
frame. For our newest catalog write
Seamco Sporting Goods, New
Haven, Connecticut 06503.

play like a pro with

SEARAMCOo



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
ALBERT D. McCOY
MAYOR

November 1, 1974

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to Aurora
for the Midwest Pro-Am Racquetball Tournament
to be held November 14 thru 17, 1974 and is
sponsored by the Aurora YMCA.

The Aurora YMCA, where this tournament is to
be held, has one of the finest facilities in
the midwest. They have five new racquetball
courts and a glass court which is one of the
nicest in the country and can accommodate
350-400 spectators.

We in Aurora are most happy that you are
meeting here. You can be assured that you and
your families will receive the complete
hospitality of our city. I hope your visit is
a most enjoyable one.

Sincerely,

jlv




Date

September 19-22
October 24-27
November 14-17
December 12-15
January 16-19
February 13-16
March 13-16
April 20-25

N. R. C. PRO-AM SCHEDULE

Cit Site
ity
Oceanside, Calif. Gorham's Sport Center
Vancouver, BC Canada MGSX
érer\%?ér:gmms Executiveé)lu?t

i Supreme Cou
Sgnnyvalﬁi.SCallf‘ The Court House e
M{nneafoe Milwaukee HB/RB Clu
ﬂ;lsw\a/:g; Tropicana Hotel/

Univ. of Nevada

Prize Money

$4,600
$4,000
$5,000
$4,000
$5,000
$5,000
$5,000

$15,000

HE NEW LEACH
9 ALUMINUM RACQUETS

DESIGNED
FOR
NOVICE
TO
EXPERT

VINYL

NYLON
WRIST THONG

GENUINE LEATHER GR

The Leach Eagle brings to the

market a low cost, tournament de-
signed racquet. The light weight and
extra strength material insure maximum
ball control and long life.

The Mag1isa tournament designed racquet espe-
cially balanced for greater head speed and maximum
ball control. The new vinyl bumper, tournament string,
leather grip and aluminum framing combine the finest mate.
rials to produce the ultimate in metal racquets.




AURORA YMCA

WELCOMES YOU TO THE

MIDWEST PRO-AM OPEN
RACQUETBALL TOURNAMENT

\NERE IN
THE PEOP! FAABRUSINESS
YMCA |

Dear Racquetball Enthusiast:

What a great pleasure it is to host our 1st Mid-west Pro-Am Open. On behalf of all of our mem-
bers, staff and board of directors, we bid all the players, officials and guests, a sincere and warm

welcome.

We look forward to seeing the greatest display of racquetball talent ever seen in our area. | per-

sonally want to thank all of you who advertised in this program, and urge your continued support

of our Aurora YMCA.

We wish the “Pros’ and amateurs the very best of luck and

heartily encourage all of you to use our facilities.

Warm personal regards,

Irving L. Vickers

President — Board of Directors




Unbelieveable

feel-try it-you won't gy
like it-you’ll Love it! '\
The sensitivity of a _

second skin.

# In colors too!
Bone doeskin with
red, blue, orange
gold and green bhacks
XS,S,M,L, XL.

Right or left hand

-

SARANAC GLOVE co. BOX 736 T e




Midwest Pro-Am Tournament Directors:

(Left to Right) — Jim Stotz, YMCA Physical Director; Benn
Eilert, Tournament Co-chairman: John McKee, Ticket Chair-
man, and Roger Beck, Hospitality Chairman.

SUPERIOR
BEVERAGE

Budweiser,

GOOD LUCK
from the

KING

Serving Aurora Since 1898

Phone TWinoaks 7-7922 - 7-8405

AUCUTT'S, INC.

BUILDING MATERIAL

107 SPRUCE STREET
AURORA, ILLINOIS

Prize packer

(%< northAmerican

VAN LINES ' AGENT

THOMAS E. PETERS

PRESIDENT

Peters Van & Storage Co., Inc.  Aurora 896-5900
1275 AURORA AVENUE LANE GLEN ELLYN 469-9181
AURORA, ILLINOIS 60504 DOWNERS GROVE 964-4990




THE DRAW

Seedings and match pairings for N.R.C.
tournaments are based on results in pre-
vious pro-am tourneys. A seeding com-
mittee chaired by National Director Chuck
Leve, seeds the top player and places
him at the top of the draw, then the sec-
ond ranked player goes at the bottom.

From there, players three and four are
chosen, and a coin is flipped, deciding
which player goes at the bottom of the
top bracket.

Players five through eight are then
determined based on point standings and
their places in the bracket are chosen by
luck of the draw. Players nine through 16
are placed in a likewise manner. The re-
maining 16 slots to a round of 32 are
filled by luck of the draw.

The benefits of this manner of draw
are twofold. First, the tournament is given
balance by separating the top players on
opposite sides of the tourney. Secondly,
it is fair, by determining opponents by a
blind draw.

Current N.R.C. Player Rankings

Rank Player
R (f i) R e e GG SEIEH oot i e $2,000
.................... Steve Keeley ... 2,000
e R e DanpAlde s s s iz 1,000
. (e N CERZe 1 Ta ] [N R S 680
S mit ek, e, Ron Rubenstein ....... e 500
G e Richard Wagner .................... 360
7 I oot ossts Charlie Drake ... 215
................... OB CAZAN LN, e e mannsnen | 20D
.................... JUAAL VAZAL b ottt e RIS |

Prize Money

HOME “a

T

‘Pro_tettr' y6i1r-

JUTRE

© Aeina Insurance Co.
¢ o St. Paul Fire & Marine

e Continental Insurance Co, * United States Fire

SINCE 1924 IN AURORA

wrh  [INSURAN(

ASK BOB OR KEN SUNDLOF

REPRESENTINGQ
@ Astna Lite & Casualty

¢ Hartford Insurance Co.

¢ Commercial Union

© Westfield Ins. Co.
2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

AURORA YORKVILLE
TW 7-9124 553-6666

44 W. DOWNER COUNTRYSIDE CNTR

44 W. DOWNER (FRAZIER BUILDING)




No. 1 In The Fox Valley

Olsson Roofing Company, Inc.
Since 1914
The Area’s Largest and Oldest Roofers

892-0449

R UNLIMITED
e CAR WASHES

BN oo 9 ONLY
b
A= / SIXTY ($60)
o FOR AN ENTIRE
YEAR.  isingle car membership)

See Us Today!

WE ALREADY HAVE YOU LAKE STREET CAR WASH

STARTED ON THE RIGHT TRACK. 133 SOUTH LAKE STREET DOWNTOWN AURORA

|

Solve this puzzle using under-

lined words at right.

SPORT CENTER

61 - 65 E. DOWNER PLACE
AURORA, ILLINOIS 60504

TW 6-6115

— Athletic Specialists —

“THE LARGEST SPORTING GOODS STORE “THE LARGEST TEAM DEALER IN
IN THE FOX VALLEY" NORTHERN [LLINOIS"




Congratulations
to the

Officers and Board Members

of the

Aurora YMCA for bringing the

MIDWEST PRO-AM OPEN
RACQUETBALL TOURNAMENT

to Aurora

ACE HARDWARE
HILTON INN




STEVE SEROT . . . ST. LOUIS . . . 18 years old and at
the top of the ladder. You can’t get much better than
young Mr. Serot. This 6’2" southpaw can do amazing
things with a racquetball, some of which makes one won-
der about the credibility of the matter versus anti-mat-
ter physics laws. Hitting a booming forehand and feroci-
ous backhand is just Steve’s preamble, for he controls
every other necessary skill to be a true champion. Last
year’s leading money winner, he lost to Keeley in Ocean-
side but topped the field in Vancouver. Steve is the only
player with enough raw power to totally dominate his
opponents. “'l've seen him go for kills,” says another pro,
miss the shot, and have it be a winning pass shot. That's
how hard he hits the ball.”

Bl i v iy

STEVE KEELEY . . . SAN DIEGO . . . Winner of this
year's first pro-am tournament in Oceanside, California,
veterinarian Steve was at the pinnacle of his game do-
ing it, with a strong two-game effort over Steve Serot.
With his golden curly locks flowing through the court,
Keeley’s combination of shooting and finesse puts him
in racquetball’s upper echelon. A two-time paddleball
national champ (1971, 1973), the strength needed to play
paddleball has certainly extended to Steve’s racquetball
game. A master at the ceiling ball, Steve can also play
control racquetball, yet he is better known for his crowd
pleasing unusual shots, ie, backhand overhead deep court
corner kills, etc. Whether Steve's choice of shots equals
his ability to make them, is questionable, but you can'’t
argue with success.

Complete line of...

Also a complete line of

L="——f*

Racquet Ball
Equipment

By - Leache® e Ektelon ® ® Seamco

year round tennis and ski apparel

GUNTER'S FOR THE BEST SELECTION * Racket Re-stringing
| . OF SKI AND TENNIS * Ski- Binding
Y SHOP EQUIPMENT IN THE AREA Mounting
228 West Main H St. Charles Tune=U p

584-7100

Professional Services
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KEN WONG . . . ST. LOUIS . . . Little Ken, the shortest
player on the tour at 5’ 6” has one of the most exciting
styles of play there is. A former squash player, this 28
year old dynamo gives total effort at all times. Ken still
shows signs of his squash upbringing, using many side-
wall front-wall shots and excellent passing strategy. But
that same background has led to the “Wong kill,” which
in effect is no kill shot at all, being about a foot off the
floor. The phrase, taken by Wong in the humorous vein
in which it was intended, has come to mean any at-
tempted kill that is left “up’. To play Ken is to run, for
he takes advantage of his fine conditioning.

~ 3

. &JJennys

BIG: /A =

17 S. BROADWAY
AURORA, ILLINOIS 60504

0.......................Q...

TELEPHONE: 312/896-7670

= )
PRESTBURY GOLF CLUB

In the beautiful Village of Prestbury

Semi-private
League play welcomed

Edward Braunsky |
Club Manager
466-4177
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MIKE ZEITMAN . . . SAN DIEGO . . . Steady improve-
ment has marked Mike's game over the past few years
culminating in two solid performances in the N.R.C.'s
tournaments. Owner of all the shots and unblemished
form, at 25 years old, Mike can be expected to begin
picking up some National tourney wins soon. Two-time
Southern Regional champion, and two-time National
Doubles champ, Mike has been to the winner's circle be-
fore. He lost to Dan Alder in the Oceanside N. R. C. event
and then was topped by Serot in three games in Van-
couver. He's on the verge of big things in racquetball,
and they could be now.




CHARLIE DRAKE . . . SAN DIEGO . . . As are many of
the west coast’s top racquetball stars, Charlie Drake is a
former Midwesterner and a grad of Michigan State Uni-
versity. Now 30 years old and living in San Diego, Drake
heads the racquetball division of Leach Industries. A
doctor of behavorial psychology and teaching professor
at the University of San Diego are additional occupations
to keep Charlie occupied. Seems like almost too much
work to get in any racquetball, but Charlie’s fierce com-
pefitive drive does not allow him to relax his game. A
former paddleball player, Drake has worked hard to
meet the daily competition in San Diego.

-

RON RUBENSTEIN . . . CHICAGO . . . The ‘‘grand old
man’’ of the tour will be 36 in April, 1975, but you'd
hardly know it from his domination of the sport in lllinois.
There have been four state tournaments in the Land of
Lincoln and Rubenstein has won them all. He captured
the Central Regional championship three times and fin-
ished as high as second nationally (1972). Ruby’s game
is marked by pin-point shooting, with exceptionally ef-
fective side-wall front-wall “'pinch’’ shots, both forehand
and backhand. A former high school and college basket-
ball and tennis great, Ron has long had the vital eye-
hand co-ordination necessary for racquetball.

047[&55@&
q/a.lbzy Pontiaa, Ine.

ANDY ARLISKAS

114 SOUTH LAKE STREET

AURORA, ILLINOIS
897-8627

A new kind
of architect
is at your service

to help you
build a

secure future

The service is unique. It is available
only through your Northwestern
Mutual Life Agent.
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PLAYERS TO WATCH —

RON STROM — This powerful lefty, playing out of the
Twin Cities, features a booming southpaw forehand and
good backhand. He’s 28 years old, a former high school
teacher and coach, now managing a court club in St. Paul.

DAN ALDER — This San Diego champ has won $1,000
in two N.R.C. pro events this season, one with an im-
pressive win over Mike Zeitman. Dan is a Michigan na-
tive and currently makes his living playing and teaching
racquetball.

RICH WAGNER — This 17 year old youngster has re-
sided in San Diego with the intent to learn the game
from the best. Being tutored by Steve Keeley, he has im-
proved his game to the point where Keeley says, “‘he
can beat all but the very best.”

GORDON KELLY — This Grand Rapids, Michigan na-
tive is a pilot for United Air Lines. His gdme is marked
by consistency and strategy. He doesn’t impress many at
first glance, but he always gives a good account of him-

self.

PAUL IKIER — Now helping to run a Minneapolis court
club, Paul has been under the tutelage of former champ
Bill Schmidtke. He’s young (20) and fast and can give
any player a threat at any tfime.

RANDY STAFFORD — This 20 year old from Memphis
State University is one of the fast rising stars.on the rac-
quetball scene and he is capable of beating any player
at any time.

Compliments of

A FRIEND

I OVERDOORS & OPERATORS

A complete line of
Wood — Steel — Fiberglas — Aluminum
Overhead Doors.

Electric Operators and Radio Controls

For Residential — Commercial — Industrial

24 Hour Service For All Doors
897-4256
[MesSez wunos Doom
SALES, INC.

100 Hankes Ave.
Aurora, lllinois 60505
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Mobil

Marcloy Oil Company, Inc.

QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR MODERN LIVING

417 S. HIGHLAND AVENUE, AURORA, ILLINOIS 60506
PHONE (312) 892-3832/896-1021/892-0974/ 896-1022

HEATING QiL/ GASOLINE

BURNER SERVICE/TB & A/MOTOR OIL

45




AURORALAND'S COMPLETE HOME e / ; c—/ M
Vour IMPROVEMENT CENTER = WM% ) < G

“‘Full Service'' center
forlumberand S . :
building supplies... 0 JEEEC R A CHARTERED LIFE UNDERWRITER
« PANELING IEm s i d CAl R

« KITCHENS

« CARPETING

- HARDWARE ) | : .
:E%Fr\liNG '_ — i LIFE INSURANCE
« POWER TOOLS 5| i '

HOURS: MON FRI, 7:30 a m-5:00 pmt.
SATURDAY-8.00 .m.-4.00 p.m,

i ! BUILDING MATERIALS CO.

¢ 1500 E. NEW YORK ST. RD,

AURODRA, ILL. 50507 ¥
PHDNE:898—4281 ¢ EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PLANS

whatever your homeimprovement needs ., :
we can make it easier.

EQUITY PRODUCTS

Goldman-Vickers Handicap Tournament
(May 12-15, 1975)

The Bank that helps You...
get things done!

CORNER RIVER & DOWNER
AURORA ILLINOIS MEMBER FDIC

15



THE BEACON-NEWS

“Dedicated to
6\% | a COpley /Ve’wspaper Community Service™

S.R}?elrSI. “’.Sll:ll?cSl. s.\v;.hl?i:?‘l—;m..s:. RS POCUS MOTOR SAI_ES

Aurora Geneva Naperville Plano

Oldest Independent Car Dealer In Auroraland
Providing Sales and Service Since 1939.

BEST 32 RS
SPORTS COVERAGE SASENACICan s kars

100 South River Street Aurora, lllinois
PHONE 892-4376

BEEBEE INSURANCE

PERSONAL SERVICE

. 101 N. RIVER ST. AURORA, ILLINOIS
Compliments of
FIRE - CASUALTY - BONDS 5 LIFE
‘ \ F R I E N D DEPENDABILITY Representing Quality Companies
+ UNITED STATES FIRE CALL
% + HOME INSURANCE CO
xyoun/ lfdendent « RELIANCE INSURANCE CO.
......I,f,‘f'.f.“ « UNITED PACIFIC INSURANCE 896'7775
= » AMERICAN EAGLE LIFE

+ WESTFIELD COMPANIES

FRIENDS OF RACQUETBALL

BAGG'S REAL ESTATE FLOYD BENTLEY TRAVEL AGENCY

HERB’S MEAT MARKET MID-VALLEY LUMBER CO.

BUSINESS & PERSONAL INSURANCE

WEST AURORA PLAZA — AETNA BUILDING
ZAIRRIERIEYUMESIHREE T AURORA, ILLINOIS
TELEPHONE: 897-4239

VINCE A. KONEN WILLIAM O. GOSSELIN

16



TOP WOMEN CONTENDERS.

Women's Prize Money . . .

lsi PllACE $250.00
2l [PLACE .. 150.00
3rd PLACE ... ... 50.00
AtSPIEAGES T 50.00
Good Luck

A friend

BOB POOLEY

.

Real Estate and

Development

A

Phone: 896-6423

COVERED!

1580 ON YOUR AM DIAL
FROM AURORA




interest paid DAILY

on passbook savings

(from day of deposit to day of withdrawal)

m FRIENDLY HOME LOAN SERVICE
m DRIVE-IN SERVICE 8:30 TO 6
CLOSED WEDNESDAY

B FREE PARKING RAMP ON
BENTON

OIMNMES 3928901

SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION
77 South Broadway (at Benton) * Aurora, lllinois




Racquetball Tournament Speciql

This Ad Entitles The Holder to 15% Off on qll
Christmas Gifts You Desire

At
The Something Different Gift Shoppe

Jericho Road and Edgelawn Drive
Holly Ridge Plazg, Aurora, lllinois

Expires November 31st, 1974

REAL ESTATE INC.
MARVIN F. PILM i

e 1002 PRAIRIE STREET
e AURORA, ILL. 60506
¢ PHONE: 897-3211

COURT TESTED
LIGHTING
LAYOUTS

Approved Fluorescent
Handball Fixtures
Designed, Engineered
& Manufactured by

MORRIS KURTZON, INC.
1420 South Talman Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60608
Telephone (312) 277-2121

David Koch
Hank Maday

Geneva Construction Co.

ASPHALT PAVING

®
AURORA, ILLINOIS -

PHONE 892-4357

WEINGART-PILLATSCH

13 SOUTH BROADWAY

DOWNTOWN AURORA
Clothing for Men Who Care

McWETHY BROTHERS

INCORPORATED
INSURANCE SINCE 1869

897-4296

You ‘: n/l,ornlaf
AGENT

Jrsurance
“jaaytsf veou
L ]

540 W. GALENA AURORA




Compliments of

BLACK OFFICE EQUIPMENT

303 SOUTH HIGHLAND AVENUE
AURORA, ILLINOIS 60506
Phone: 892-8747

Specializing in Fine Office Furniture

The Prize Money . ..

$51) STOOUOI0) s L FIRST PLACE

SIIOOIOOL. s SECOND

$600:00.....cccomre e
SO00I00 - e
S 200 Q0N

5 STON0, 0 R e

_THIRD

FOURTH

_.FIFTH — EIGHTH

NINTH — SIXTEENTH

892-6466

Rt.

JOHN L. ARDELEAN

State Farm Insurance Companies

Auto — Life — Fire — Health — Business

Pension And Profit-Sharing

1, Box 111, Aurora Avenue
Avurora, lllinois

892-6467

for providing Community Services

Thank You YMCA

and bringing to Aurora
this exciting event.

A FRIEND
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For once, handballers
and racquetballers agree:

It's great to play on a Frampton court.

Frampton handbalV/
racquetball courts are of
championship caliber
any way you look at
them. First off, they have

the solid sound and “feel”

that top players demand.
There are no "'dead” or
hollow spots to throw
your game off. Walls are
absolutely plumb, and
they stay that way
because our exclusive
F-62-SP panel has
superior dimensional

stability.

Just as important, our

F-62-SP panels are tough.

They cannot be harmed
under normal playing

conditions, because
they're made from fused
fiber resin panels
developed by Frampton
and U. S. Gypsum
Company. The only
maintenance they need is
an occasional wall wash-
ing. There's no patching,
no painting, no down-
time. Whether you're

a handbadller, a racquet-
baller, or planning to
build a court, you have to
agree those are good
reasons to go with a
Frampton. For more
information, write for our
brochure. &y

:b‘i‘t 4 i 3 '\‘l
bl
K <Ny ;

Phv

Coming soon: An
important new product
from Frampton. After
several years of planning
and research, we are
going to introduce a new
product that will be of
great interest to anyone
planning to build a new
court installation.

Watch these pages for
more details.

eim NPT

) F‘ g[ ( 3 3 i e 1] ' i ' = 4
Q South a
. B. rdmpton L]



LEASE A NEW 1975 CAR
LONG AND SHORT
TERM LEASING BN

Phone 897-0487 TR e

Sewers . . Water . . Excavating . . Demolition

Avurora, lllinois 60507

WEHLING LEASING CORP CONSTRUCTION CO.  Phone 892-4208

1020 N. LAKE ST.  AURORA, ILL.

WHITE & TODD
LUMBER
SChaEfer Greenhouses COAST DOUGLAS FIR CLEAR ALL HEART REDWOOD

HOME OF BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS
ALY A 897-7075 897-7273

58 SO. LAKE ST. AURORA

Compliments of

S[ml‘t Awards [y PAPPLE RACQUETS .

&K L EFe=-r |

4351 N. MILWAUKEE AVE.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60641

Telephone: 282-8060
RACQUETBALL HEADQUARTERS
Wholesale To The Trade

Racquetballs and Racquets

v ITTERT | GLASS-F;LLED NYLON

In Stock
SWINGER
LITTLE SWINGER
Bud Muelheisen, Challenger WRITE FOR BANDIDO
LATEST
Peggy Stedding, Devastor LITTLE BANDIDO
WHOLESALE STEVE SEROT
Seamco Aluminum PRICES RBE
NRC Official Seamco No. 559 CARBON SWINGER
New Improved Racquetballs MAG 1 ALUMINUM

Now In Stock LEACH EAGLE




i3

RUDDY BROS, INC.

SINCE 1882

Contractors and éngz’neew

AIRPORT ROAD AND ALDER STREET

NORTH AURORA, ILLINOIS 60542

TELEPHONE (312) 897-8691

THE CHAMPIONSHIP LINE OF RACQUETBALL RACQUETS

PHONE TWINOAKS 2-58514

311 ASHLAND AVENUE

ROBERT C. FINLEY, JR. AURORA, ILLINOIS 60538

FACTORY REPRESENTATIVE: ILLINOIS, INDIANA, WISCONSIN

WEST AURORA PLAZA
AURORA, ILL.
897-7300

23



Jrsherimens

V/77/i
RICHARD WALT ROUTE 47 & BATAVIA RD.
. MANAGER ELBURN, ILLINOIS

PHONE
(312) 365-6265

GOOD LUCK ON THE TOURNAMENT ®

CONSTRUCTION
EXPEDITING,
INC.

AURORA BLACKTOP, INC.

ASPHALT PAVING OF ALL TYPES
1079 SARD AVENUE
777 Central Avenue MONTGOMERY, ILLINOIS
HIGHLAND PARK, ILLINOIS 892-9389
Phone: 312 - 433-1270

Builders of Handball Courts and Recreation Facilities .

24




Meet The N.R.C.

ROBERT W. (BOB) KENDLER
. Bob Kendler, at age 70 still 3 dynamo on th
is the father of.all the court Sports. Before re el
ball was ever imagined, thijs Milwaukee b;irchet-
estate giant was wowing the Spectators on thez =
ball court. And if you've been following handp Td_
racquetball for a few years, then you know the at o
of court sport success that has followed BobS Y
In 1951, at the urging of his fellow players a-nd in
an attempt to right what were then and sti//’a,»e in-
consistencies in the amateur code, Bob fo-rmed th
U.S. Handball Association. At that time the Amateu?
Athletic Union (A.A.U.) had total jurisdiction over
the sport of handball, but not for long. Within two

years, virtually every player of stature had joi
U.S.H.A. joined the

Under Kendler's leadership, the U.S.H.A. grew to
a strong and healthy body, the true voice of hand-
ball. It's publication ACE magazine (since changed
to HANDBALL) has become the recognized Bible of
the sport.

In 1968 Kendler culminated what had been a sev-
eral year study and monitoring, and formed the In-
ternational Racquetball Association. As President
Bob ledthe |.R.A. to four and one-half years of unbe-
lievable growth, both in memberships and income.
During his term of office, RACQUETBALL magazine
was born.

Then, in April of 1973 he became disenchanted
with some of the policies set down by the I.R.A.'s
Board of Directors, policies which he felt were not
the natural evolution of the game and that organiza-
tion. He resigned as I.R.A. President and organized
the National Racquetball Club (N.R.C.), in an effort
to promote racquetball on both the professional as
well as amateur level.

He succeeded in signing the game's foremost 14
players to N.R.C. contracts and began organizing a
pro-am tour for the 1973-74 racquetball year. This
tournament is one of those pro-am stops.

As President of the N.R.C., and like all N.R.C. per-
sonnel, Bob would like to hear your comments
about racquetball. You'll see him all over the club
this weekend. If something’s on your mind about
the sport, stop and let him answer your questions.

JOE ARDITO

The newest member of the staff of the National

Racqugtbal! Club is business manager and national
commissioner, Joe Ardito. Another “refugee” from
handball lore, Joe brings with him limitless court
Sport experience, in both racquetball and handball.

Joe was on hand at'both the Houston and Long
Beach N.R.C. tournaments and has played a key role
n t_he growth and success of the pro-am concept. A
Ch/qago native, Joe has been instrumental in or-
ganization of the lllinois Handball Association and
currently has begun to take an active role in rac-
quetball happenings not only nationally, but locally
as well.

.As. business manager, he has been involved in
finding sources of income for the new-born N.R.C.
Joe was the key figure behind the endorsement and
subsequent contract between the N.R.C. and
C'hampion Glove Company. As National Commis-
sioner he has earned the respect of all the pro
players as a fair, but firm enforcer of N.R.C. policies.

CHUCK LEVE

The one man who has ridden herd on the rise of
racquetball is Chuck Leve. Signed by Bob Kendler
as Executive Secretary of the I.R.A. upon his gradua-
tion from college, Chuck quickly assimilated his tal-
ents to this babe of a sport.

Racquetball and Leve became synonymous. At his
encouragement, and anxious to put to use his jour-
nalism degree, RACQUETBALL magazine was
okayed by Bob Kendler and in November of 1973 it
came off the presses. As Executive Secretary of the
I.R.A., Leve saw the membership increase 1000 per
cent in three years. One could never attend a major
tournament without seeing Chuck there, on the job,
taking notes, photos, refereeing matches, taping in-
terviews, and quietly seeing to it that each tourna-
ment was a total success.

When Bob Kendler left the |.R.A., Chuck was of-
fered the directorship of both organizations and he
chose to remain with Kendler and the new N.R.C.
Feeling that the future of the sport was in the pro-am
concept, Chuck has put all his efforts into making
the N.R.C. go.

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL magazine is his crea-
tion, and the present format of pro-am play, with a
large emphasis on amateurs, is also his brainchild.

As for his playing ability, Chuck says, I consider
my entry fee a donation.”
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