


. Ektelon 's new Jennifer 
Harding racquet is designed 
to fit a woman 's hand . .. and 
her game . 

It's 25 grams lighter and 
½ inch shorter than our 
smallest men 's racquet , 
so it swings faster and 
maneuvers easier . There are 
four handle sizes to choose 
from, includ ing Extra Small 
and the new Super Small 
(3 11/is" ). 

As in all Ektelon racqu et 
the aluminum fra me extend 
to the end of the handle for 
strength an d is tapered for 
lightness and better balance . 

The Jenni fer Harding 
carries a two -year racquet 
fra me an d ninety-day string 
w ar ran ty . 

The Jen nifer Harding ... 
onl y for women, only from 
Ek telon . 

Jenni 
NRC 
Cham 
1976 NR 
Champion. ember Ek telon 
Professional Advisory Staff . 

E/qE/l . 
The Most Recommended 
Racquet in Racquetball!"' 

All Ektelon racquets 
are manufactur ed in 
San Diego , CA. 
Jonmfor Harding ts a tradomark 
of Ek 1elon, San Diego, CA . 
•Rese arch results available 
horn Eklolon . 
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On 11 e o, 
Marty Hogan, seen here as he successfully 
defended his national professional 
championship, will be starting an exclusive 
instructional series for National Racquetball. 
For full details, see page 16. 
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STRONGWALL 
THE ONLY OFFICIAL COURT SURFACE 
OF THE U.S. RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATI ON 
AND THE U.S. HANDBALL ASSOCIATI ON . 

HERE'S WHY: 

a.Nor,ad~-­
(---lo - onlJ) 
■ 3/lr ,_,._ formulation 
~ -~ lndadlvdlble pl■y1ng 
--- lh■t Is monolllhlc , 
-· mo1s1u .. ......... t 

r or Outdoor Court Walls. 
,rdestructlble. Seamless. Con­
•~ over every square Inch. Fast­

• nHonn sound throughout. Resists 
mir ka and Is easy to clean. Flre­

t. Approved for rndoor or outdoor 

Masonry o r met.al s tud wa ll s 
for uns urpassed structural 
strength , den si ty ~nd 
overall stability 

*NEW WHIT E PIGMENT 
IMPREGNATED STRONGWALL 
BASE (applies to wa lls only) 

~,u,:i::-; ~::;~':;~~~~n 
orien ted fibe rglass ensuring 
a vlrtual/y lndesfruetJ ble mono­
lllhlc playing surf ace 

WHITE STRO NGWALL BASE 
e liminates the need lo.- palnl 

Neoprene barrier (applies 
to both wall and floor) 
an etfectlve , moisture­
resistant barrier and a 
permanent bond that fuses 
the Strongwall System to 
Its structural base . 

Mapelite: the ideal court floor . Fast , but 
unlformlr cushioned for player comfort. Uni­
form bal bounce and sound of impact. Fire­
resistant . Cannot warp or buckle , even if 
flooded with water . Available in a wide variety 
of colors . 

• For outdoor courts base pigmentation is beige. 

rera of specialty surfaces since 1938 . We know what It takes to be best. Call or write today . 

STRONGWALL SYSTEMS, INC. USHA 
299 Forest Avenue , 
Param us, New Jersey 07652 • (201) 262-5414 

lmmedlal• de llvery ■nd tut, p,-oi...ionai In stallation by our own coas t-to-coast networic of duler / lnatallera . 



ac 
Comes 

Flying 
You asked for it ... Saranac created It! 

The all-new ALL-AMERICAN 
R-2000 is an ultra-thin, perfect fitting, 

super-suede racquetball glove. 
This new glove line is All-American in 

every way. Each glove is made in 
America by highly skilled American 

craftsmen. The superb leather, 
specially cut for the R-2000, is 
carefully shaved to the proper 

thinness to assure that 
• 'special touch' ' for ultimate 

racquet control. 
Available at pro shops and 

sporting goods stores 
everywhere in an array of 

vibrant colors in men's and 
" Lady Saranac" sizes. The 

ALL-AMERICAN beats the 
other gloves hands down! 

HANDS BEST FRIEND FROM 

SARANAC GLOVE COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 786 

GREEN BAY, WI 54305 
PHONE: 414/435-3737 

New official glove 
of the United States 

Racquetball Association. 



From Bob Kendler 

What 
Have You 
Done For 
Racquetball oday 
I suppose every player has the will, 
wish, and desire to do something for 
racquetball in return for the good he 
has derived from it. Sad though it 
may seem, the inescapable fact is 
that there are both Givers and Takers 
in what I like to think is the noble 
task of making more attractive 
alternatives available to inner city 
youth. Not everyone does his share 
even though everyone of us has been 
blessed in one way or another by the 
sport of racquetball, by what we have 
given of ourselves, or by what the 
game has given us. Years before 
Charles M. Schwab had become 
head of one of the nation 's largest 
steel companies, he worked for the 
legendary Andrew Carnegie . The little 
Scotsman taught his young 
employee the hard lesson of the 
commercial world: "One day's laurels 
are of little use on the next." "All 
records broken yesterday," Schwab 
once wired his chief . In reply to that 
message Carnegie telegraphed back 
"But what have you done today?" 

Charles Schwab's success in life was 
the direct result of learning one of 
life's most important lessons: But 
what you done today? Not just what 
have you done for the known, but 
also what have you done for the 
unknown, the unfortunate the 
underprivileged? What are you and I 
doing today to help our fellowman? 

We can look back with pride . .. 
considerable pride. When we think of 
the sum total we have spent 
equipping orphanages, helping 
handicapped children, donating 
courts, awarding scholarships, 
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financing promising Juniors, 
supporting deserving tournaments 
and general contributing products 
and funds to State Associations as 
well as to striving neighborhood 
groups . We feel we have made an 
honest effort to devote 
encouragement and material 
assistance to the welfare of the 
community . More than one million 
dollars has found its way back to the 
sport because we believe we should 
do something for racquetball 
everyday! You can help us do even 
more if you will just volunteer to help 
your State or Local Association 
promote tournaments. 

The many personal deeds that are a 
regular part of our daily life have 
always gone unsung, but it is 
certainly no secret that the modem 
game , the miracle of glass, the 
current rules, the whole structure of 
both amateur and professional 
tournaments for men and women 
alike are the product of our labor. The 
small fortune that we spent on 
research, on experiments, on 
promotion and club development is 
truly a great and continuing 
contribution to this sport. It is what 
we are doing everyday! 

When I think of the millions of hours 
and the millions of dollars that went 
into the development of the United 
States Racquetball Association and 
the National Racquetball Club, you 
can't help but be inspired by the part 
every one of you played. For without 
you - the thousands of unpaid 
volunteers - there would be no 
national racquetball structure. What 

we have, we can boast about , and I 
- for one - am very grateful. But 
we must continue to support them to 
the best of our abilities . What we do 
today and tomorrow is even more 
important! 

There are millions of players who 
share our racquetball moral and 
ethical values. In your own 
community there are young people 
who would be grateful to you for the_ 
rest of their days if they could benefit 
from your experience in racquetball. 
What are you doing to help them 
discover what racquetball can do for 
their lives? What are you doing to 
give your fine state and local 
organizations the leadership they 
need and deserve? What all of us are 
doing today, through our daily 
activities , will influence more people 
to join our racquetball fraternity and 
extend its lifetime benefits . 
Charles Schwab's success in life was 
the direct result of learning one of 
life's most important lessons : But 
what have you done today?! This 
reminds me of the memo pads 
printed with these words: "Write it 
down, follow through, do it now! " 

Our strength today comes from what 
we built yesterday. But remem~r 

Andrew Carnegie said it first 
. ?I " 
. "What have you done today.· 

& ' c2o-J. /~cffiVu 

Evie ~d Bob Kendier 

There Is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye 
are called In one hope of your calling; one L0o/· 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 0 

all, who is above all, and in you all. 
4 

t 
6 Epheslans4, verses 0 





NOW THE CitOWD PLEfiSEit 
IS fi PLfiYEit PLEfiSERTOOI 

-

Introducing -s)Cilass Walls. 
The cro,vd sees it as clear glass. The players see it as solid ,vall. 

better wall for the players. Our standard 
two-way glass wall has always been the 
finest you could install. But now, by apply­
ing the TWIN -VUE process , we've made 
our best even better . 
Write or calf for further information! 

Up to now, attracting the spectators has 
always meant distracting the players­
with backgrounds that intrude on every 
shot. But not any more. Now, patented 
TWIN-VUE glass lets the players concen­
trate totally on their game, as if they had 
the house to themselves. They see opaque 
walls on all sides . Yet they're surrounded 
by spectators watching the action more Standard Features For Every 
clearly than they would through conven- ELLIS PEARSON GLASS WALL SYSTEM 
tional glass. All-tempered glass in compliance with 
With TWIN-VUE, switch on the specified Federal safety codes . 
lighting system and the surface as seen 6-ft high all glass doors . 
from the inside appears milk-white, shut- Fully installed anywhere 
ting out the outside to the players. While Five year warranty . 
from the fans' point of view , the ac­
tion comes through sharper than ever. 
Even television through TWIN-VUE is far 
superior. 
With TWIN-VUE, YOU PLEASE EVERY­
BODY. A better window for the crowd. A 

OFFICIAL GLASS WALL OF THE 
U.S. RACQUETBALL ASSOCIA­
TION AND THE U.S. HANDBALL 
ASSOCIATION . 

GLASS 
SYSTEMSo{ 

TWIN-VUE R 

Glass Walls 
All th e action. 
No distraction. 

W&W PRODUCTS INTERNATIONAL , INC . / 100 Airport Executive Park/ Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977 / (914) 425·
2777 



YOUR FEET WEREN'T DESIGNED 
TO TAKE THIS KIND OF PUNISHMENT. 

SCHOU SPORTS CUSHIONS™ARE. 
The constant pounding of 

running, fast starts and stops 
can be mu rder on your feet. Now 
an amazing insole called Sports 
Cushions'"' can actually help 
protect your feet from abuse . 

A job your shoes only start . 

A SPEC/Al MATER/Al 
IS THE SECRET. 

A unique new lightweight 
materia l called Poron * is the 
secret of Sports Cushions . 
It can absorb near ly twice the 
shock that sponge or latex 
absorbs. 

Yet Sports Cushions are 
surpris ing ly th in, lightweight, 
and sized to fit your shoes. 

THEY SOFTEN THE POIJNDING 
AND ABSORB THE SHOCK. 
If you run or play on hard 

surfaces, you'll find that Sports 

0 

. . 
' Poron is a rcgisrcrcd 

tmdemar k of Rogers Corpon ui on. 

Cushions make a big 
difference. By absorbing the 
shock, and cushioning your 
feet against impact . 

THEY HELP P/IEVENT 
BLISTERS AND CAU.OIJSES. 

Sports Cushions are soft 
, to help prevent callouses and 

blisters. And they absorb 
perspiration . So you 

· play in cushioned 
comfort. No matter 
how long you play. 

Stop letting 
· your feet take the 

beating . 
Experience the 
difference Sports 
Cushions can 
make. 

Look for them 
in special displays . 

THEY FINISH THE JOB YOIJR SHOES ONlY STIIRT. .;ftf ,pa 
(0 1Q79Scholl. Inc. 



National Commissioner 

Rule Changes 
In Effect Now 
Rule changes are the order of the 
day. After months of consultat ion 
and on the court examination , plus 
the recommendations of key people 
within the industry, the USAA and 
NRG have implemented a number of 
rule changes. 
These changes are explained below 
in generally layman's language , 
although the official rule book will 
carry them in slightly different 
verbiage. 

Probably the most significant change 
is: it will no longer be legal to "rush" 
the serve. That's the situation when 
the receiver races toward the short 
line and blasts the ball on the fly as it 
barely crosses the short line. Safety 
is the primary factor here, and even 
the professional players have little 
control over their shot when they 
rush the serve. 

To prohibit this shot it will be illegal 
to strike a return of serve on the fly in 
front of the receiver's five foot 
restraining line. (As before the 
receiver must wait until the ball is 
served before he or she crosses the 
five foot line.) 

The practical application of this rule 
change will be as follows . When the 
serve is struck, the receiver may then 
cross the five foot line as long as he 
strikes the serve on the first bounce. 
If the ball has not bounced, he may 
not hit it. The receiver may strike the 
ball on the short hop or retreat and 
take it in deep court. 

Any serve which passes the five foot 
line in the air may be hit on the fly, 
such as deep lobs or Z's. 

12 SEPTEMBER 

The second change is one that has 
been a long time coming - the 
elimination of the glove change as a 
" free" time out . From now on a glove 
change will be counted as one of the 
player's three time outs per game. 

The previous situation caused a 
decided advantage to those players 
who elected to wear gloves, and the 
truth is that there is plenty of t ime in 
normal stoppages of play for a player 
to put on a new glove. 

The third change is a shortening of 
the forfeiture time in tournaments 
from 20 minutes to 10 minutes. From 
now on, if a player does not show by 
10 minutes after the scheduled time 
of the beginning of the match, a 
forfeit may be awarded by the 
tournament director. 

A fourth change will henceforth 
prohibit the calling of time outs after 
the referee has called the score. In 
other words, once the player's 
concentration has been turned to the 
next serve or reception, no time outs 
will be allowed. This may force 
players to think a little more in 
advance than they're used to, but I'm 
sure they'll be able to handle it. 

Change five is legal adoption of a 
rule change that was implemented 
toward the end of the pro tour and 
used in the National Championships 
- allowing either linesman to call 
foot faults. In any match where 
linesmen are used either linesman 
(as wel I as the referee) may call a foot 
fault. Foot fault calls are not 
appealable. 

Joe Ardito 

The last change made involves the 
color of a player 's uniform. The · 
wording in the rule book will be 
altered from "whi te or bright colors" 
to "Color is optional provided , in the 
judgment of the referee, it does not 
affect the opposing player 's view of 
the ball ." 
Cases whe re a player's view of the 
ball may require a change of uniform 
would be a green shirt and/or shorts 
that match the green ball; an all black 
uniform for black ball events, or a 
uniform with a distracting symbol or 
pattern . 
The penalties for violations of these 
new rules will be as follows: 
• Any receiver who returns the 
serve on the fly in front of the five 
foot line will automatically lose the 
point. 
• If a player attempts to take a 
glove change without having the time 
out left, he is subject to a technical 
foul. 
• A technica l foul will also be in 
line if a player tries to call a time out 
after the score is called by the 
referee. 
• A player whose uniform must be 
changed (in the opinion of the 
referee) will be subject to forfeiture 
(the 10 minute rule) if he does not 
comply . 

I feel strongly that each of t~ese 
changes are improvem ents -in our 
game, for safety or just_for better 
play. They are all effective 
immediately. • 







M 1~e Yellen 

Get the best shoes,the best racquet, 
and practice, practice, practice. 

There are no shortcuts 
to winning . To reach 
the finals you've got 
to be good and 

pract ice hard . And the "I' best equipment is a 
must. Especially 1n shoes . 

When so many others are still trying to 
play racquetball 1n tennis shoes, you can 
get a big advantage by playing 1n the 
best specialty racquetball shoes 
available . Lotto. 

Take it from M ike Yellen and Jenn ifer 
Harding . They've earned their place at 
the top through talent, a love of the 
game, good equipment and a lot of 

sweat. But 1t pays off. Mike went to the 
National Men's Semi-Finals in 1978 in 
only his second year on the lour, and 
Jennifer made it all the way to the 
Women' s Finals ! 

Mike and Jennifer wear Lotto because 
they know how important it is to have 

Lotto -Newk USA , San Antonio. Texas 

the best equipment available. 
And Lotto is the leader 1n specialty 

racquetball shoes, with 8 models to 
choose from , (more than double our 
nearest competitor) topped off by the 
Yellen and Harding Autograph models . 
Every Lotto has a unique wrap-around 
sole and suc tion cup tread pattern 
designed specially for 
hardwood courts and 
the sudden starts. 
stops, pivots and 
twists of racquetball. 

Try Lotto. It'll bring 
you a step close r to 
the finals. 



National Racquetball is proud to 
announce that two time and current 
national professional champion Marty 
Hogan has agreed to an exclusive 
series of instruct ional articles . 

The series, to be called "Ask The 
Champ, 11 will be a question and answer 
format ut ilizing quest ions sent in by 
readers.and answered by Hogan. 

"We'll take the best questions each 
month and put them to Hogan, 11 said 
National Racquetball Managing Editor 
Carol Brusslan. "Marty 's responses 
should make interesting and helpful 
reading." 

The object of the series is to -allow 
players throughout the country to ask 
Hogan anything about the ir game, with 
an emphas is on instruction . 

"We feel that our readers deserve a 
direct communications line with the 
world's premier player, 11 said Bruss Ian. 
"Marty Hogan will answer the questions 
honestly and directly ." 
Some suggested questions would be 
"How can I keep my concentration with 
a big lead?" "When is it best not to use 
power?" "What are the proper warm-up 
exercises?" "What shots can I use to 
keep my opponent in deep court?" 

These questions are examples of the 
type that readers should send in. But 
feel free to ask anything about 
fundamen tals, strategy, psychology or 
preparation for your matches . 

Pertiaps you have a particular opponent 
with a particular shot that gives you 
trouble . Tell Marty about it and let him 
steer you to victory. • 

Readers should send their questions to: 
Ask The Champ 
do National Racquetball 
4101 Dempster St. 
Skokie, IL 60076 • 

The series wi ll start in th e Oc tober iss ue of 
National Racqu etball , with answers to 
som e of th e 2,000 question s players 
already have asked Hogan. It will conti nue 
with the question s you se nd to 
Ask The Champ. 
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Why has Nautilus become the most sought after tra ining equipment ? 
Because Nautilus is the first log ical approach to exercise ; the only type of exercise based on a 
solid foundation of facts , undeniable laws of physics , and established principles of physiology. 

Nautilus sPoRTstMED1cAL 1NDusTR1Es 
P.O.Box 1783 • Del and, Flori da 32720 • Tele ph one (904 ) 228- 2884 





National Championships '79 • Men Amateur Singles 

Home Town 
■ inner Z Serve works for 20-year-old 

who spent a year climbing 
from runner-up to winner. 

When 20-year-old Bobby Bolan 
walked off the center court at the end 
of the 1978 Nationals , he was the 
lose r. 

Beaten in the amateur f inals 11-10 in 
the t ie-breaker by Jeff Bowman 
Bobby knew he had been within 
inc hes of victo ry. But Bowman's part 
t ime pro backg round had given him 
the edge in experie nce. 

But the skinny kid from Tempe, AZ 
prom ised h imself that the next year 
th ings woul d be diffe rent. 

And they were . . . 12 months later 
Bolan was back , this time 
ackno wledgi ng the app lause from 
the packed crowd at the Arizona 
Ath letic Club in Tempe , and holding 
the w inner's cup in his hands . 

Bobby battled to the top of the heap, 
scrapp ing and powering his way 
through the biggest entry ever in a 
U.S. nat ional racquetball tournament. 

Two hundred and thi rty-five entries, 
more than ever before, and without 
excep t ion the toughest tournament 
ever held . 

On the basis of his last year's 
perfo rmance Bolan was seeded 
nu mber one, but as he cruised down 
the draw sheet toward the finals , he 
could see the con fidence sapp ing 
sight of other high seeds fal ling by 
the wayside. 

First down was the number two seed, 
John Egerman. He was pu lverized by 
numb er 15 seed , Keith Dunlap, 9 and 
13 in the round of 16's. Number five 
seed, Gary Stephens of Memphis , fell 
six po ints short in his t ie-breaker 
against Port land's Dave Retter. 

Larry Fox, seeded seven, made it all 
the way to the quarters, beating 
Steve Dunlap, who fai led to repeat 
his giant kill ing wi n over Egerman . 
That earned him a sem i-final bert h 
agains t Rich Hand ley. 

Playing in the top- quarter Bolan took 
Darwin Lunn of Boise 2-8, then Doug 
Cohen of St. Louis was next 2 and 14 
before he came up agains t the tough 
seasoned Bruce Radford of Los 
Angeles , who gave him a hard time . 
Radford went down 14 in the first , put 
up more of a f ight in the second 
making it to 19 befo re the game was 
over. 

Jim Owen was next. The number 
eight seed was no match for Bolan 
and that game ended 21-13, 21-10 in 
the quarter . 

Fellow finalist Rich Handley from 
Los Angeles took out Las Vegan 
Brett Harnett 9-11 to start h is cl imb 
to the top . 
Floridian Gary Zetrouer was next to 
go under the Handley hamme r 18-9 
and Bob Adams from Minneapo lis 
followed 21-11, 21-17. Then it looked 
like the end of the road fo r Rich as he 
crumbled in the first game of his 
quarter fina l match against Larry 
Meyers 12-21. Game two was close 
and exciting and Rich had to dig 
deep to come up the winner of that 
one 21-19. That gave him his first tie ­
breaker of the tournament and he 
scraped in the winner 11-5. 

So to the semi. Bolan facing Scott 
Hawkins in one and Handley meeting 
Larry Fox in other . 

It was Hawkins who took an early 
lead, pulling out to 9-4 before Bolan 
started to come toge ther. 

At 5-10 he trundled in an ace serve 
for 6, and pinch for 7 and another ace 
for eight. Hawk ins saw the service 
box tw o more ti mes withou t adding 
on any points, then Bolan caught a 
string whic h only ended w ith the 
game at 18-10. 
The two scored to and fro unti l 20-18 
when some unruly on court behavior 
by Hawkins, which inc luded a f lying 

racquet - disputed as to whether it 
was thrown or sl ipped, resulted in a 
techn ical against him. His 18 points 
became 17 and Bolan found two 
more to take the first 21-17. 

Game two saw Hawkins play to his 
high ability level. He pulled out to 5-0 , 
then 9-4, then 13-6 helped with a 
handful of cracked ace serves. At 
15-6 Bolan got back in, rol led his 
score out to 11 before Hawkins 
tacked on four more. 

Bolan could only muster up two more 
points befor e Hawkins got 20, then 
aced his opponen t for the game . 

In the tie -breaker Hawkins again 
pu lled out a considerab le lead, 5-2 
then 6-3, before Bolan took over the 
box . 

An ace made it four , a crack ace 
made it f ive, six came with a 
Hawkins ' sk ip, and Bolan playing 
front court aggressive ly made a 
coup le of desperation pinches wh ich 
demoralized his opponent and earned 
him two more points . 

He got stopped at 8-6, but Hawkins ' 
tenure was limited to the next rally; 
he won it back again from Bolan , lost 
it , then got it back and picked up one 
more point before a series of swaps 
ended with Bolan taking the tie ­
breaker 11-9. 

Handley had a considerably easier 
time , taking Larry Fox 21-18, 21-13. 

Handley pu lled out an early lead in 
the first game of the finals, going 
ahead 8-3. Then the two came 
together at 10-10 before Bolan 
caught a solid string of points which 
gave him command of the game . 

A backhand kill off a back wall setup 
gave him 11, and a soft pinch which 
barely made it to the front wall gave 
him number 12. Soft pinches 
accounted for 13 and 14 and 15 and 
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16 came the same way. Handley got 
back for one rally w ith a cross court 
pass wh ich had Bolans' racquet 
swinging in air, but next time around 
Bolan ran up again to17 when a 
Handley mis-hit gave Bolan a gift 
down the line pass for 18. At 13-18 
Bolan got airbom with a flying get 
left up for Handley to roll out. 

That got Handley the service box and 
he added two more points to build 
his score to 15. He skipped the next 
one and said goodbye to the game as 
Bolan turned on the pressure and ran 
out to 21 w ith only one more break of 
service . 

Game two saw a motivated Handley 
try to recapture the iniative. He 
opened the serving and cranked out 
to 7-0 before relinquishing the box. 
Out one rally he came back in and 
upped his score to eight before 
Bolan could get onto the scoreboard 
with a Z ace to make it 8-1. At 6-8 he 
gave it back and conceded two more 
points before he got a chance to 
score again . Another Z ace gave 
Bolan 7 and a Handley skip made it 8. 
Then th ings changed . Handley, up 
one point , ran his score from 9-8 to 
17-8 in one string. 
A Bolan backhand rollout gave him 9 
points and he followed that with a 
hard drive into back court that 
Handley could get to for 10, a pinch 
into the left hand corner for 11, 
another pinch for 12, rollout off the 
back wall for 13 and a reverse pinch 
which found the sidewall crack for 
14. Even after a time out Handley 
continued to see his lead slip away 
as Bolan went back to his Z serve, 
rolling out a weak service return for 
15 and watching Handley miss a 
down the line pass in the glass for 
16. Another brief scoreless swap saw 
Bolan back on the road to victory . 
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Jump ing in the air to avoid getting hit 
by his down the line pass gave Bolan 
17. His next drive serve was short so 
he went back to his Z serve, which 
was fine because he aced Handley 
with it for 18 and the lead. 

Just to mix things up a bit he 
cracked in a drive serve to Handley 's 
forehand and that came up ace, too , 
for 19 and a short low sidewall Z 
made it 20. And the game might have 
ended there had he not skipped his 
next shot. 

Handley found one more point with 
his name on it after another time out , 
but Bolan passed him next time 
around for the final service change 
. . . two points later he had his 
racquet held high in victory . "After 
last year's defeat I swore that I would 
do my best to win the title this year. I 
have been working singlemindedly 
towards this . . . and it paid off ." 
explained Bobby after the match . 

"I had been working hard on my 
game, especially on my seNes . I got 
a lot of aces with my drive seNe and I 
got a great deal of confidence out of 
knowing that my Z seNe was so 
strong . It's a good seNe and it gave 
me some aces as well as some easy 
setups . 

"In the second game I was slipping 
way behind : I tried to relax and just 
concentrate on getting back into the 
game because I knew that my seNe 
was going to give me the edge if I 
could only get it on. 

"Playing on my home court helped, 
too. I use the court a lot and I am 
used to it, but playing in front of that 
audience, - wow, the pressure was 
intense. There were so many people 
rooting for me, and all my family 
sitting there in the front row, I knew 
that I couldn't lose." • 

Men's Amateur Result s 

First Ou 1r1er 
(First round ): Bolan , bye , Lunn d . Gift 21•17, 21•16; 
Negr ete d Underwood 21·8. 21•6; Hartnett a Smit h, 
lorlelt ; Hicks d . Malowllz , forfeit ; Ball d. Peters 21•5, 
2 1-13; Ke. W illiams d . Avalos 21•14, 21-13; Cohen d. Stoker 
21-13, 21-7; Radford , bye ; Blystone d . Ochro ch 21-0, 21-5; 
Georges d . Diaz 21-11, 21-6; M. Sayes d. Shapiro 21-6, 21-9, 
Scheyer d . J lrrells, forfell ; Darne ll d Sorrentino , forfe ll , 
Scales d . S. Sliva 21-5, 21-8; Foley d Larson 21-3, 21-1; 
Christensen , bye ; Roberts d Stlrtz 21·6, 21·19; Floren ce d 
Ar ias 21·0, 21-3; Weis man d . Wood 21·5, 2 1-8; Colbert d 
Ramos 21-10, 21-10; BIiiy d. Mooney , forfe l1; Rickett s d. D 
Ochoa , forfeit ; Bush d. Randolph 21•4, 21-6; Kalhlane n d 
Globman 21·1, 21-1; Alt meyer d. Zolg, forfeit ; Preston d 
Blern ler 21-4, 21-13; Willenb rink d . Romano 21-15, 10-21. 
11-7; Love day d . Deaton 21•15, 21-7; Closen d . Katz 21-11. 
21•8; Dow d d . Hernandez 21-6, 21-6; Owen, bye 

(Second round) : Boland . Lunn 21·2, 21·8, Hartn ett d. 
Negrete 13-21, 21-17, 11-5; Ball d. Hicks 21-14, 21-13; 
Cohen d . Ke. WIiiiams 21-14, 14-21, 11·3: Radford d. 
Blys tone 21·6, 21-14; M. Sayes d . Georges 21· 13, 21-17; 
Darne ll d . Scheyer 21•5, 21•17; Foley d Scales 20-21, 
21-13, 11·9: Chrlslensen d . Roberts 21•4, 21-12; Flo rence d 
Weisman 21-15, 21·16; Colbert d . Bi ll y 21-6, 21-20; Bush d 
Rlckells 21-1, 21•6; Kalhlanon d . Altm eyo r 21-9, 21-12; 
Wittenbrink d Pres1on 21-6, 21·8: Loveday d . Classen 
10-21, 21-17, 11•8; Owe n d . Dowd 21-14, 2 1-20 
(Third round) : Boland . Har1nett 21·2, 21·14; Cohen d. Ball 
21· 10, 21-11; Radford d . M. Sayes, Injury default ; Darnell d 
Foley 21-5, 14•21, 11-10; Chri stensen d . Florence 21-8, 
21•7; Bush d . Colbe rt 21·10, 21-8; Kallanen d . Willenb rink 
21·12, 20-21. t 1-10; Owe n d. Lov eday 21·6, 21-16 
(Four1h round) : Boland . Cohen 21· 13, 21- 10; Radford d. 
Darnell 17.21, 21-18, 1 HO ; Christensen d. Bush 21-17, 
21·9: Owon d . Kalhlanen 9-21, 21·20, 11-4 
(Flflh round) : Bola n d. Radf ord 21-14, 21-19; Owe n d . 
Christenso n 21•17. 11-21, 11-8 

(Ouarfera) : Boland . Ow on 21-13. 2 t -t0 



Socond Quart er 

(Firs! round) : S1ephens , bye ; Chrlsllan d. Jerry Smi th 2 1·1, 
21-6, Sword d George Fonseca 10-21, 21-15, 11-7; Morrill 
d Tess ler 21-6, 21-9; Harper d Micheal 21-11, 21-15; Gross 
d Strong 21-12, 21-12, Grlsz d. Shales 21-6 , 21-12; 
McAullffe d, Levine 21-7, 21-11; Gib bs d . Huber , forlell ; 
Stuart d Lernor , lorfell , Pulliam d . Maffe i 19-21. 21-19, 
11·2, Cox d . Sullon 21-4, 21-9, Seigel d . Row berry, forfeit ; 
Nloves d Charfouros 13-21, 21-12, 11•8; Rl eh l d . WIison , 
lorfell , Reller , bye ; A. Dern , bye , Kassing d . Brennan 21·6, 
21-7; Fle ishman d . Kamalu , lorloll ; Mos hld es d . Hammond 
21 2, 21-2, Capilanolll d . Mark ins 21-6, 21-3; RezonIe s d. G. 
Si lva , for l elt , Brownd . Singh 21-17, 21-11, Bos s-, bye ; 
Wickham d Leo 21-1, 21-4; Ella d . J Slurm 21-9, 21-16; 
Romo d . Guiliano 21-3, 21-7; Benoluccl d . Schm idt , forfe l l , 
Kl WIiiiams d . Campbo ll 21-8, 21-7, Henry d. Kollls 21-4, 
21-3; Pat McAv ln d. Gary SIerns 21-7, 21-9; Hawk ins, byo 
(Second ro und): Stephens d. Chri st ian 21-5, 2 1-7; Merrill d. 
Sword 21-8, 21-13; Ha rpor d. Gross 21-11, 21-6; McAullffo 
d. Grls z 15-21 , 21-10, 11·6, Gibbs d. Sluart 21-3, 21-5; Cox 
d. Pulliam 21-9, 21-13; Siegel d Nieves 21-14, 20.2 1. 11-8; 
Reller d . Riehl 21·6 , 21-2; R. Dorn d. Kesslng 21-19, 21-9; 
Fleishman d . Mo shldes 2 1-14, 2 1-4; Capllane lll d. 
RezenIos 21·6, 21-1; Boss d. Brown 21-11, 21-8; Wickham 
d. Ell a 21-1, 21-10; Romo d. Beno luccl 21-4, 21-3; Kl 
WIi iiams d. Henry 21-15, 21-9; Hawkins d . McAv ln 21·8, 
21-9 
(Thir d round): Slephens d. Morrill 21-16, 21-6; McAullffe d . 
Harper 21-6, 6-21, 11-5; Gibbs d. Cox 21-12, 21-14; Reller d . 
Seigel 21-3, 21-14, Fle ishman d. R. Dern 21-14, 19-1, 
forlell ; Boss d Capllanelll 21-9, 21-8; Wickham d , Romo 
21-8, 21-7; Hawk ins d . Kl WIiiiams 13-21, 21·20, 11-2 

(Fou rth round ): Sl ephens d. McAullffe 21-17, 21-16; Roller 
d . Gibbs 21-15, 16·21, 11•4; Boss d . Fleishman 21-9, 21-12; 
Hawkins d. Wick ham 21-12, 7-21, 11-•4 
(F llih round ): Relle r d. Stephens 21-18, 18·2 1, 11-5; 
Hawkins d . Boss 14·21, 21-13, 11-2 

(Ouan er) : Hawkins d . Reller 21-6, 21-17 

Thir d Querie r 

(Flrsl rou nd): Hand ley, bye ; Harnett d Whalen 21-8, 21-7; 
Hansl d . Bock 14-21, 21-18, 11-10, Zelrouer d, Rosales 
21-16, 21-11; Adam d . Johnson 21-2, 21•5; Benavides d . 
Turner 21-4, 21-5; Fehrenkamp d . Klearman , lorle lt ; 
Mazaro l f, byo ; Glen n Townsend d. Yeomans 21·2 , 21-13; 
Doyle d . Wolfenbarger 21-12, 21-11; Freeman d . P,cayo 
21·18, 21-2; Philli ppy d . Allen Swa nson 21-1, 21-5; Luc lw d. 
MIiier 21-8, 21.12; Thompson d. Carley , forlelt ; S. Wr lghl , 
bye ; Deus1er, bye ; Oates d . R. SIurm 21-10, 21-4; Zurborg 
d . Keele , lo rfell ; Romen d . Rami rez 21·10, 21-9; O'Connor 
d. Groves , lorf ell; Fells d . Walm sley , lorle lt; Scott d . Jeff 
SmI111, Scollsdale 21-11, 21-3; Lujan , bye ; Levine d . Pric e 
21-8, 21-9; Toped , Walsh 19-21, 21-11, 11-2, Podgorny d. 
Hogan 21-7, 21-6; Clark d. Woolan 21-4, 21-4; Doll inger d . 
Raby 21-7, 2 1-15; Hoonan d . 8111 Varner 21-2, 21-4; Wesler 
d. Lowery 18-21, 2 1-13, 11•6; Moyers , bye 
(Seco nd round ); Handley d. Harnott 21-9, 21-11; Zelrouer 
d . Hanst 21·1, 21-12; Adam d . Benav ides 21-11, 21-14; 
Fehrenkamp , forfell ; Mazaroff d. Townsand 21-1, 21-6; 
Doyle d . Freeman 15-21, 21-6, 11-3; Phil lippy d. Lucl w 
21-21, 21-8, 11-7; S. Wright d . Thompson 21·1, 21-1; 
Deus1er d . Oales 21-8, 21-14; Remen d. Zurborg 21-7, 21•8; 
O'Connor d . Fells 21-3, 21-6; Lu jan d. Scott 21·2, 21-6; 
Levine d. Tepe 21-1, 21-8; Podgorny d. Clark 12-21, 21-8, 
11-1; Hoonan d. Doll lngor 21-15, 21-3, Meyers d . Wesler , 
21-1, 21-7. 
(Third roun d): Hand ley d . Zetrouer 21-18, 21-7; Adam d . 
Fehronkamp 21-3, 21•0; Mazaro ff d . Doyle 21-20, 21-15; 
Phillippy d . s. Wr ight 15-21, 21-15, 11-4; Deusto r d . Romen 
21-11, 21-11; Lujan d O'Connor 17-21, 21-15, 11-10; 
Prodgorny d . Levine 21-20, 21-18; Moyers d . Hoonan 21-5, 
21-7 

(Foun h round): Hand ley d. Adams 21-11, 21-17, Mazaroff d. 
Phillippy 21-11, 21-9 ; Deus l or d . Lujan 21-18, 21-13; Meye rs 
d. Podgorny 21-12, 21-4 
(Ffflh roun d): Handley d. Mazaroff 21-14, 21-15; Moyers d . 
DousIer 21-14, 16·21. 11•4 
(Qu1n1ra) : Hand ley d. Meyors 12-21, 21-19. 11-5 

With exaltati on Bolan gives the vict ory salu te 
along with USRA president Bob Kendle , with 
(I. to r.) Handley, USRA 's Dan Bertolucci and 
Bolan's sponsor Nell Asprea looking on. 

All photo s of Co lgate Pro /Am 
Nat ion al Cham pion sh ips '79 at 

Arizona Athletic Club , Tempe, AZ. 
by Arthur Shay 

(SemHlnals) : Boland . Hawk ins 21-17, 13-21, 11·9: Hand ley 
d . Fox 21·8, 21·13 

(Fln1l1) : Boland . Hand ley 21-15, 21-18 

Fo urth Quarter 

(Flrsl round) : Fox , bye; Ch ilds d Hu leman 21-17, 19-21, 
11-10; Merr i ll d. Johnson 21-4, 21-19; Desk ins d , Davolo s 
21- 1, 21-4; Sulll d . Murray 21·6, 21-4, Love ll d . Mac ias 21·9, 
21-17; T. Ochoa d . Page 10.21, 21-19, 11•7; P. Wr ight d . 
Davis 21-7, 21-5; Marso ccl d. Malhews 21-18, 21-5; Boman 
d . Manson 21-8, 21-5; Kama lu d. Chri s Ripplinger 21-2. 
21-2; Laud . Mark Kap lan 21-8 , 21-6; Caskey d . Hank 
Marc us, forfei1; Mark Marllno d. Larry Prls10 21-6, 21-11 
Jack No land . Robert Blacksher 21-8. 21-9; Kwartler, bye; 
Dun lap d . Sie ger 21-7, 21-1'i/; Sand ler d . GuIow l1z 21-1, 
21--'.); Rich Flewe ll yn d. Brooks 21-2, 21-13; Davidson d . 
Greenbaum 21-11, 21-6; Champagne d. Flanagan 21-8, 
21·8, Sioddard d . Bige low 21-10, 21-19; Peck d . Flore 
21-11, 2 1-17; Lusk, bye ; Schm lll d . Nlllsh ln 21-16. 21-5; 
Oreyor d. BIii A usl l n 21-13, 21-9; Sanford . d . T. Dern 21-16, 
19-21, 11-7; T. Sayas d Cadwalaher 21•6, 21-5; Barrell d. 
Schalz 17-21, 21-7, 11•8; Tarran11no d . Au1ry 21-2, 21-4; 
Andr ews d Sianger , Tempe , 21-11, 21-1; John Egerman. 
bye 

(Seco nd round): Fox d . Ch ilds 21-7, 21-17; Merrill d. 
Desk in s 21-18, 21-15; Su lll d . Lovell 21-7, 21·10; P. Wr ight 
d. T. Ochoa 7-21, 21-10, 11-3; Boman d . Marsoc cl 21-15, 
21-8; Kamalu d. Lllu 10.21, 21•17, 11-10; Man ino d . Caskey 
21•5, 21-4; Kwanler d Nolan 21-18, 17•21, 11•5; Dunlap d . 
Sand ler 21-14, 21-15; Davidso n d. Flewe ll yn 21-11, 21-10; 
Champagne d. S1oddard 21-4, 21-8; Peck d. Lusk 21·20, 
21-17; Dreyer d . Schm lll 21-16, 21-7; T Sayes d . Sanford 
21-13, 21-13; Barren d . Tarran ll no 21-13, 21-12; Egerman d . 
Andrews 21-12. 21-B 

(Thir d round) : Fo x d . Merr ill 21-15, 21-14; P. Wr lghl d . Sulll 
21-7, 21-10, Boman d. Kamalu 21-16.20-21 , 11-6; Man ino d . 
Kwart ler 21-19, 21-19; Dunlap d . Dllv ldson 16-21, 21-5, 11-3; 
Champagne d . Peck 16-21, 21-15, 11-4; T Sayas d . Dreyer 
21·2, 21-16; Ege rma n d . Barrett 9-21, 21-16. 11.7 

(Fou rth round): Fox d . P. Wright 20-21, 21·2. 11-5; Boman 
d. Mart in o 19·21, 21-12, 11-8; Dunlap d . Champagne 16-21, 
21-17, 11-9; Egerman d . T. Sayas 21-11, 21·4 

(FIith round) : Fox d . Boman 21-11, 21·19; Dunlap d . 
Egorman 21-9, 21-13 

(Qu1rte11): Fox d . Dunlap 21·20, 21-18 



National Championships '79 • Women Amateur Singles 

Youth, 
Experience 
Bow to Heather 
She had played racquetball less in 
her whole career than the time some 
tournament players spend on the 
court in a week, but that didn't stop a 
37-year -old Canadian from sailing 
unhesitatingly to the finals of the 
womens' amateur division of the 
Nationals . 

She might have been giving away 
years to her youthful opposition . 
but Heather McKay didn't give away 
points . 

Heather is an internationally . 
recognized squash champion, and 
her performances in previous 
racquetball tournaments were 
enough for her to be given the 
second seed in the draw. 

And she quickly proved that she 
deserved it. 

She got a bye in her first game, then 
Kay Trepanier found herself in the 
way of the Canadian comet. She 
could only score six points in two 
games before the wipeout. 

Next time around it was Joyce 
Jackson biting the dust in 2 and 6 
and paving the way for Barb 
Faulkenberry, whose skill could only 
coin nine points in the first game and 
four in the second. 

Playing in her home town didn't help 
Hope Weisbach who, contrary to her 
name, had no hope in the quarter­
finals clash . She turned in a 
creditable 11 and 13 points before 
she, too, followed the rest. Vicki 
Panzeri was next; she held up strong 
in her first game trading points to 15 
all, before McKay killed for 16, 
passed her right for 17 passed her 
again for 18, found a crack to end a 
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pinch for 19, and a hard serve made it 
20. Then 21 just came naturally. 

Then a disputed referee's call, 
followed by a technical one point 
penalty , had Panzeri demoralized in 
the second game. That one ended 
quickly on a 21-6 requiem. 

. While all this was going on in the 
lower bracket of the 96 entry tourney , 
Lynn Adams was making her way to 
the finals. She got an energy sapping 
11-8 tie-breaker victory over Top Seed 
Susie Dugan to win her place against 
California player, Laura Martino, in 
the quarters. 

That also was decided in her favor 
11-8 in the tie-breaker and she went 
on to the semi-finals against Peggy 
Gardner . 

Peggy wasn 't finding the tournament 
a bed of roses either . She went three 
games for a win against Collen 
Shields before another three next 
time around against Sheryl Ambler, 
then again three against Judy 
Thompson before she got to Glenda 
Young, who also obligingly lost in the · 
tie-breaker 11-7 in their quarter-final 
match. 

But that's where the winning streak 
left Peggy. She went down to Lynn 
Adams 14 and 10. 

Which gets us to the finals where 
McKay, playing for the first time on 
glass soon found herself in 
difficulties in back court with 
visibility problems. 

Lynn Adams, number nine seed, 
opened up with a couple of quick 
points, before Heather got back into 
the box and quickly pulled out four 

points with a combination of hard 
serves and well timed passing shots . 

They were equal at 8-8 before McKay 
caught a string which took her to 
16-8 before Lynn could get back in. 
Two more service box changes with 
only one point for McKay were 
followed by a three point run which 
got the score to 17-10. McKay's 17 
and 18 points were topped with a 
crack ace for 19 and it looked like the 
end was near. Lynn mustered up her 
opposition to put her score up to 13 
before she lost a ball in the glass, 
conceding the 20th point, and found 
herself passed for 21. 

A mistimed racquet stroke cost 
McKay a sharp crack on the ankle , 
which temporarily took away her 
concentration. She tried to get it back 
with a time out when she found 
herself down 7-0 but , back in, she 
could only pop on two points before 
she found herself down 2-9. Then 
she started a string of scoring shots 
which took her to 8-9 before she 
relinquished control. 

Then with the score at 10-10 Heather 
began to pull away, using control 
shots from her squash background . 
She conceded only one more point 
before taking the game 21-11. 

She explained after the game "My 
experience on glass is very limited 
and I was having a lot of problems 
taking the ball off the back wall, 
especially in the corners. Several 
times I mis-hit the ball and gave 
away easy setups. And I still can 't kill 
the ball; it's hard to forget so many 
years of squash where a~I the balls ,, 
go into the front wall 18 mches up. 

■ 



Adam s, in her fir s t trip to the finals, ups et top 
seed Susie Dugan en ro ute . Not e Lynn 's eye 

contact - that's the way to hi t the ball! 

I 

Intensity Is the 
name of the ·game 

and McKay shows hers 
In her champ ionship victory 

over Adams. 

• 

Womens Amateur Results 

Upper Bracket 

(Flrat round) : Dugan, bye; Dalton d. Freltay 21-2, 21-1; 
Fischer d. Remen. forfeit ; Nunn, bye ; Pete rso n d. Khan 
21-18, 2 1-10; Chaufauros d Wllz lg 21- 13, 21-5; Rip pli nger 
d . Ste r li ng 2 1-9, 21-6; Adams, bye ; M artino, bye; W oo d s d . 
Fletcher 21-14, 5-21, 11-9; Johnson d A. Thompson 21 -3, 
2 1-5; Hogan , bye ; Maugham , bye ; Hodso n d . Schulte 
21-15, 21-6 ; lve rton d Loeper 21-13, 21-13; McCarthy, bye ; 
Dee, bye; Kell ard . Brennan 21-11, 21-17; Glazed . Bell 21-7, 
21-18; Nelso n , bye ; Flnkelberg, bye; Paletsos d Noguchi, 
forfeit ; Rudes i ll d Gross 21-15, 21-6; Young, bye ; Ambler , 
bye ; TIii ots on d . Lanfrl 21-1, 21-7; Gardner d . Boh l in g 
21-18, 21-18; Sh iel ds , bye ; Drury , bye ; Mackstaller d . 
O'Connor 17-21, 21-5, 11-5; Aya la d. Olson 2 1-3, 21-3; J . 
Thompson , bye 

(Sec ond roun d): Dugan d . Dalto n 21-2, 21-3; Nunn d . 
Fisc her 21-10, 21-9; Peterson d Chaufauros 21-11, 21- 14; 
Adams . d . Ripp linge r 21-6, 21-3; Martino d. Woods 2 1-9 , 
21-6; Johnson d. Hogan 21-10, 21-10 ; Maugham d . Hodson 
21- 17, 14-21, 11-9; McCarthyd lverton 21-2, 21-3 ; Deed . 
Ke lla r 21-2, 21-13; Ne lson d. Glaze 21-9, 21- 16; Paletsos d . 
Flnkelberg 21-20, 21-14; Young d. Rudes lll 21-6 , 21-5 ; 
Amb ler d. TIiiotson 21-13, 21-1, Gardne r d. Sh ields 14-21, 
21-9, 11-2; Drury d. Macksta ller 21-6, 21-9; J . Thompson d. 
Ayala , 21-14, 2 1-17 

(Thir d round ): Dugan d. Nunn 2 1-0, 21-3, Adams d. 
Peterson 21-18, 21-16; Mar ti no d . Johnson 21-5, 21-13 , 
McCarthy d. Ma ugh am 21-16, 21-5; Deed . Nelson 21-11, 
2 1-10; Young d. Pale tsos , 21-6, 21-8; Gardner d . Ambler 
6-21 , 21-17, 11-4; J . Thompson d . Drury 21-12 , 21-16 

Fou rt h ro und ): Adams d. Duga n 21-13, 17-21, 11-8; Mart ino 
d. McCarthy 2 1-6, 21-12; Young d. Dee 21-17, 20-21. 11-6; 
Gardner d . J. Thompson 17-21, 21-16, 11-8 

(Quarter s): Adams d. Mart ino 2 1-9, 11-21. 11-8; Gar dner d . 
Youn g 19-21, 21-17 , 11-7 

(Semis): Adams d . Gardne r 2 1- 14, 21-10 

Lower Brack el 

(First ro und) : Dav is, bye ; Jacob son d. Lucas , lorfeit : 
Saw ic ki d . Con stan tino 21-0, 21•7; Merrill, bye : Hertz.. bye : 
Folkertsma d Hendr icks 21-13, 21-19 ; Visse r d. Taylor . 
forfe i t ; Lee , bye : Panzer!, bye , Woodall d . Stlrtz 21-11, 
21-15; Ferguson d. Mcswa in 21·3, 21-6; O 'Sul li van, bye: 
Hornack , bye ; Ke mp d. Dumont 21-5, 21-5; Bu rke tt d . 
Smith 21-9, 21- 19; Stoll , bye ; Oeschger, bye : B rok aw d 
Wall , fo rf ei t: Goodm an d Ingl e, forfell : Alv arado , bye; 
Kronenfe ld, bye : Schoonover d. Olbu 21-19, 21-12 ; 
Wh itehead d. Joseph 11-10: W elsbach, bye : Fa lken berry, 
bye : Bis hop d. Lan tz 21-8, 21-1; Ack erman d. Ganster 21-8 , 
2 1-4; Lew is, bye ; Jackson , bye: Ortiz d . Gratia . fo rfe i t, 
Trepanie r d . Prln a, lo rfe lt ; McKay, bye 

(Sec ond round ): Dav is d. Jacobson 21- 10, 21-4; Saw icki d. 
Merrill 21-19, 21-11; He rtz d. Fo lkertsma 21-14, 21-7, Leed . 
Vis se r 21-11, 2 1-3; Panzer! d . Woodall 21-7, 21-4; Fe rguso n 
d. O 'Sullivan 21-2, 21-11; Hornack d . Kemp 2 1- 17, 16-21 . 
11-9; Stoll d . Bur ke tte 21- 18, 21-16; Oeschg er d . Brokaw 
21-8, 2 1-12; Alva rado d. Goodman 21-7, 21-6; Schoonove r 
d . Kronenleld , forfeit ; We isb ach d. Wh i tehead 21- 1, 21- 12: 
Falk enbe rry d . Bis hop 21-18 , 21-14: Ackerman d. Lewis 
21- 17, 14-21, 11-6; Ja ckso n d Ort iz 21- 1, 21-6; McKay d . 
Trep anier 21-1, 2 1-5 

(Thir d rou nd}: Davis d . Sawicki 2 1-10, 21-18: Leed. Hertz 
21- 13, 21·9: Panzerl d . Ferguson 21-2 , 2 1-10; Stoll d . 
Hornac k 21-1, 2 1-6: Alvarado d . Oeschger 21-19. 2 1-3; 
We isbach d . Schoo no ver 21-9, 21-1; Falk enbe rry d . 
Ackerman 21-9, 21-14; Mc Kay d. Jack so n 21-8, 21-6. 

(Fourth ro und) : Dav is d. Lee 2 1-16. 21-13: Panzerl d . Stoll 
21-3, 2t - t2 ; We lsbac h d. A lvarado 2 1-7, 21-10: McKay d . 
Falkenb erry 21-9, 2 t-4 

(Quarte rs): Panze ri d . Davis 17-2 1, 2 1-8. 1 t -6; McKay d . 
We ls bach 2 1-11, 2 1-13 

(Semis }: McKay d. Panzeri 21-15. 2 1-6 

(Final s): McKay d. Adams 21-13. 21- 11 

S e e Nick L o nghu r st's pro fil e o n Heather 

McKay in this issue ' s feature section . 
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Instructional 

Inside the 
Master's Mind 

With this article Charlie Brumfiel d, four time national 

by Charlie Brumf ie ld 

champion and touring pro for the Sportrooms Racquetball Clubs , continues his 
exc lusive series for National Racquetball . 

Cond itioning with the Baby Ox Theory 

I L----1 _I I 

Of all of today 's popular sports 
racquetball is the most st renuo us on 
the cardiovascu lar system. This 
means that even though the fast 
pace makes the game itself great 
condit ion ing for heart , lungs and 
circulation, a serious racquetba ll 
player will have to do more than just 
play in order to be able to be in top 
shape for a tournament. 

Agi li ty, strategy , f lexibility , speed and 
strength are all requ ired if you want 
to improve your game . Wh ile the first 
two factors can be developed and 
improved primarily by playing the 
game itself , it' s necessary to train off 
the cou rt in order to develop 
f lex ibility , speed and streng th. 

Cardiovascular f itness may be 
achieved by performing a variety of 
exercises , some of which may be 
done right at home. Bicycling , 
running , short sprints and flex ibi lity 
exercises not only benef it your 
cardiova scular system , but also 
improv e your foot speed, balance and 
court sense. 

Pat Brumf ield, Charlie and Char/le Siddle 



A well rounded off court conditioning 
program for racquetball should 
represent a time investment of 
approximate ly two to three hours a 
week. Of this time 50 percent should 
be spent in st rength conditioning , 33 
percent spent in speed training and 
17 percent spent in flexibility 
exercise . Here's the conditioni ng 
routine I try to follow every week : 
Monday • 10 minutes of 

stretching exercises 
fo llowed by • 30 
minutes of strength 
conditioning • 20 
minutes of speed 
training (including 
warm-up and cool ­
down) 

Tuesday • 5 minutes of 
stretching • 55 
minutes of racquetball 

Wednesday • repeat Monday's 
routine 

Thursday • repeat Tuesday's 
routine 

Friday • repeat Monday's 
routine 

Saturday • repeat Tuesday's 
routine 

Sunday • swim or relax 

Stretching 

Cross leg, 
toe touch 

For flexibility and warm-up I 
recommend the following exercises 
to be done either on the court or at 
home : 
Arm circles - Gradually increase your 
arm circles from small to large while 
increasing the speed . 
Torso twists - 10 to each side, 
twisting as far as your body will go. 
Cross leg toe touches - Standing 
with your legs crossed touch your 
toes 10 times slowly. 
Leg overs - Lie on your back on the 
floor with your arms stretched out to 
the sides. With the right leg cross 
over your body and try to touch your 
left hand. Hold for five seconds and 
release. Then do the same with the 
left leg over to the right hand . Repeat 
five times to each side. 

Achilles tendon stretch 

Groin stretch 

Groin stretch - Also known as leg 
lunges to the sides. Gradually you 
will be able to get lower and lower to 
the floor. 
Achilles tendon stretch - Face the 
wall, standing a few feet away. Place 
your hands on the wall for balance 
while stretching one foot behind you. 
Try to get your heel flat against the 
floor so that you can feel the tendon 
stretching . 
Jumping jacks - Start with 20 
remember to keep your arms ' straight 
as you move them from the sides of 
your body to above your head. 
Backward running - Once around the 
court. 
Side shuffle - Once around the court 
normally, once around with knees 
bent and hips low to the floor. 
Skipping - Once around the court 
with the knees high. 
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Now for what is known as the "ABC 
Loveday System of Agility Exercise" 
or more simply, the pan exercise . The 
equipment needed is a good flat 
place to run and six objects. The 
Official ABC Loveday frisbees are 
excellent for this purpose, but empty 
Seamco cans will do. 

(The official ABC - Always Believe 
Carl - Loveday frisbees are 
available for $10 including postage 
and handling for a set of six frisbees. 
Mail check or money order to : ABC 
Loveday Frisbee Offer, clo Lance 
Alworth's Sports Center , 7620 Balboa 
Ave ., San Diego, CA 92111.) 

Place the frisbees in a straight line, 
approximately four and a half feet 
apart, depending on your height. Start 
to the right of frisbee #1 and do a 
continuous series of figure eights in 
between the frisbees . When you 
reach #6 turn around and go back. 
The important thing is to take short 
steps on your toes as you weave in 
and out. Go as quickly and for as 
long as you can until you feel a slight 
pain, known as the "burn ". The burn 
is your signal to do one more lap and 
quit. 

As soon as it hurts, you know the 
exercise is doing you some good. 
The pros coach Carl Loveday has 
doing the pans are up to sets of 30 
laps up and back, but don't try to 
outdo anyone else. Only do what you 
can handle . This exercise is great for 
agility and endurance, but work up 
gradually . Remember· push yourself 
until you feel the bum and then quit 
after the next lap. 
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There are many variat ions to the pan 
drill and all of them are beneficial. Try 
the same pattern, but bring your 
knees high or jump laterally over the 
row of frisbees. Try running over the 
frisbees as if you were a football 
player running through tires or do the 
exercises backwards . Better yet 
invent your own! 

Now for the main part of your 
cardiovascular conditioning -
Strength Training. 
1. Basic Leg and Back Strengthening 
Exercises 
Monster walks - also known as lunge 
squats because you start with your 
feet together and lunge out on your 
right foot. Then push off your right 
foot and return to your orig inal 
upright position. After a four week 
program monster walks should be 
attempted with a weight on your 
shoulders. 
Half squats· on vertical squat 
machine . The angle formed with the 
upper and lower leg at the bottom of 
the squat should be 90 degrees. 
Heel raises - on vertical squat 
machine also . (If you don't have use 
of a machine, do a series of toe 
raises.) 
Single leg hops - just what it sounds 
like : hop around the court on one 
foot. 
Back hyperextensions - on the 
Roman Chair. Start with your hands 
behind your back. Place your hands 
behind your head for a more 
advanced exercise. 
2. Exercises to Improve Strength for 
Racquetball Swing 
Side twisting situps - Use a slant 
board and work up to a steeper angle . 

Side hyperextens ions - an advanced 
technique for well condit ioned 
athletes only . Work up to 15 
repetitions on each side. 
Pullover torso mach ine - Find a 
weight with which you can perform 
no more than 12 repet it ions. Reps 
should rema in the same , and weight 
should be inc reased week ly. 
Forehand armswing - On the high 
pul ley stat ion . As I descr ibed in the 
July issue of Nat ional Racque tball, 
page 24 in "Drills for the Muscles. " 
3. Exercises to Improve General Arm 
Strength 
Triceps extensions - on high pulley 
:,tation . Find a weigh t w ith wh ich no 
more than 12 repetitions can be 
performed . Resistance shou ld be 
increased week ly. 
Parallel bar dips - advanced training 
techn ique, two sets to exhaustion. 
Alternate dumbell curls • Find a 
weight with which no more than 10 
repetitions can be performed. 
Increase the resistance week ly. 
Burpies - (1) stand ing, (2) squat down 
w ith hands on the f loor in front of 
you , (3) kick your legs out straight 
behind you, (4) do one push up, (5) 
return to position #2, (6) return to 
position #1. 

Now you are ready for Speed 
Conditioning 
Warm up by walk ing and jogg ing 
slowly until you feel your body 
temperature rise. 
1. Jogging - Begin with whatever you 
think you can handle . Gradual ly build 
up the distance and the pace . Six 
minute miles are ideal for an 
advanced program , wh ile some 
players may start out with two 10 
minute miles and work up from there. 



2. Sprints in Sand• All sand training 
should be done in intervals of 20 
yards , and at 90-100 percent effort for 
each interval. Because the effort will 
be maximal, be sure to warm up 
thoroughly prior to each training 
session . 
3. Squat Jumps • one leg forward , 
one leg back; one in the sand if 
possible : one set of 20 jumps at half 
effort, followed by two to five sets of 
20 reps at full out effort. 
4. Bunny Hops . just like it sounds. 
Squat at one end of the court and 
hop to the other end as quickly as a 
jack rabbit. Race your doubles 
partner. Cool down by jogging slowly, 
walking and then taking a shower. 

Mini Program 

Not everyone has the time for this 
program. So I'm suggesting a mini 
program that should take only 20 

Wrist curls 

Bunny hops 

minutes a day. Even with this 
shortened routine you should swim 
or relax one day a week to let your 
body rest. 
Push-ups . Start at three-quarters 
capacity and increase one a week 
with your goal being three sets of 100 
push-ups. (To find your capacity do a 
test run • as many as you can with 
maximum effort.) 
Sit-ups . Start at three-quarters 
capacity and increase one a week 
with your goal three sets of 100 push­
ups. 
Pull-ups . Start at three-quarters 
capacity and increase one every three 
weeks with three sets of 15 your 
goal. 
Parallel bar dips • Start at three­
quarters capacity and increase one 
every two weeks with your goal three 
sets of 25 dips. 

Cardiovascular training will be a great 
asset to your racquetball game and 
is the key to continued health and 
vitality. 

The average person's heart beats 
60-72 times per minute. After working 
out on a program like this your heart 
rate should drop to 49-56 beats per 
minute . Therefore your heart will be 
beating less times per minute, but it 
will be doing the same amount of 
work . 

Also players who suffer occas ionally 
from arthritis, bursitis or rheumatism 
will be happy to know that improv ed 
circulation should alleviate a lot of 
these problems. 

Still it's one thing to talk about the 
benefits of conditioning and it's 
another thing to put the theories into 
practice. No conditioning program is 
going to get you in shape until you 
are willing to put the time and effort 
into. 

The best way to keep from getting 
discouraged is to utilize the " Baby 
Ox" theory. If you can't lift a full 
grown ox, you should still be able to 
lift a baby ox. Lift it every day, and by 
the time the baby ox is a full grown 
ox you will be able to lift it. In other 
words start with a goal that you know 
you can achieve and work toward 
that gaol until you are in better shape 
than you ever thought possible. 

Special thanks to Charlie Siddle, 
assistant manager of Lance 
Alworth's Sports Center in San 
Diego, who we affectionately call 
"The Hulk ." Charlie is the one who 
set me up on my conditioning 
program . Charlie is six feet tall, 
weighs less than I do and can lift 895 
pounds on the inverted leg press. 
That's nearly five times his weight! 

Also Pat, my wife, deserves some 
thanks for posing for the photos and 
an apology for my off target frisbee 
throw which rebounded off her 
beautiful bod . 

Carl Loveday, my coach, was the one 
who originated the stepovers and pan 
dril ls. It's Carl's job to make sure I 
stay in peak condition so that my feet 
won't fail me in the finals. 

Good luck in your own conditioning 
program! • 
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Instructional 

No Second Chance in Doubles 

You Have to Put the Ball Away 
by Steve Strandemo 

There are not very many long rallies 
in good racquetball doubles . It is not 
the nature of the game . When you 
have two people covering the court 
instead of just one, the ball is not 
going to bounce around loose for 
very long , before somebody is in 
position to jump on it. 

It doesn 't take long at all to learn that 
doubles is an offensive game. At 
tournament level many rallies last no 
longer than four hits, because both 
sides are thinking "Kill! " from the 
moment the server strikes the ball. 
You can't lay back at a time like that. 
All four players must constantly keep 
in mind good position , good stance , 
good shot strategy - everything 
pointed to offense , to an aggressive 
desire to put the shot away . 

Generally the sequence of play will 
follow one of three patterns: server 
hits , returner rips a winner (a two hit 
sequence) ; server hits, returner mis­
hits the return, server or his partner 
jumps on it in center court for a 
winner (a three hit sequence) ; the 
serving team's second shot is off a 
little bit and stays up for the 
receiving team , which by now has 
moved up into good center court 
position and goes for the kill (a four 
hit sequence). 

Each of these sequences is 
illustrated in the accompanying 
photographs . If the serving team 
appears to be cheating by serving 
from in front of the serving box, it is 
because they have turned the play 
around, making the all-glass back 
wall the "front wall' for photographic 
purposes. We might have " flopped " 
the box by using tape on the floor , 
but the tape pulls up the paint on the 
lines, and messes up the floor, so we 
just made believe, as the reader is 
asked to. 

Obviously accuracy is crucial , 
particularly on shots from the back 
part of the court, which naturally 
gives the serving team a little 
advantage. 

28 SEPTEMBER 

Two Hit Sequence 

Server, a left hander, is ready to hit as defender in left corner , antic ipat ing a low drive serve to 
the corner, cheats with his stance a little to the backhand side. Players are, left to right , John Manson, 
Jeff Bowman, Jimmy Harper and Strandemo. 

The server hits a Z serve; returner watches the serve determining If he should step up ana 
make contact before the ball hits the left wall or stay back and let it carom off the side wall; thus 
determin ing if It will go to his forehand or backhand side. 



Returner sets up to hit a backhand as the ball 
comes off the side wall. The serving team is 
moving to center court. 

Returner hits down-the-line kill attempt as the 
server leaves the proper hitting lanes open. 

- J8d< Miller photos 

Returners shots is accurate, coming straight back to the corner, out of reach of the server for a winner. 
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The serving team is moving into center court 
position and watching the ball as the receiver 

sets to hit it. .. . 

Receiver's down-the-line attempt Is off a little bit 
and coming to server's backhand in center 

court. Server will cut it off and go for the reki/1 
straight to the left front wall or a pinch into 

the left corner. 
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Three Hit Sequence 

Server hits a low drive serve to the left back 
corner. Receiver, a left hander , sets up for 
forehand return. 

Server's full and extended follow through 
demonstrates the maximum power a server 
wants to get behind a low drive serve. 



Four Hit Sequence 

Aim for Comer Box SeNer is preparing to hi t a low drive seNe to the left back corner. 

The server makes it even tougher by 
aiming his serve into a three -by-three 
foot box in the back corner . If the 
receivers both are right handed, the 
serve will probably go to the 
backhand corner, where the better 
backhand on the receiving team 
should be playing . 

In these photos one team is letty­
righty and has a forehand return 
opportunity from either corner. Most 
serves still will go to the corners , into 
the three-by-three box, but a lefty­
righty team should always be aware 
of a serve into the middle of the back 
court , in backhand territory. It will 
probably be a modified Z serve that 
hits front wall , side wall , and then 
splits the receiving team about chest 
high , where it is difficult to get any 
power on a backhand return. 

Meanwhile , in the photos, notice how 
a right handed receiver will cheat 
around a little bit on his stance , 
getting ready for the backhand return 
he knows he' ll have to make. 

The server hits from the middle of the 
court, then moves quickly, as his 
partner does, over and back into 
good center court position so that 
each is ready to cover his half of the 
court . They are expecting, even 
hoping, that when the receiver goes 
for an offensive return, his shot w ill 
error and carom back to the middle 
so one of them can immediately go 
for the rekill. 

Doubles is a game where the ball 
must be put away. You don't want to 
hit passing shots continually . You 
want to go for the rollout or the 
pinch . If you go for the pass , and it 
gets past the one defender, his 
partner can generally move to cover 
the shot in the back court and keep 
the ball in play. 

As the seNer follows through, the receiver, a lefty, is moving to hit a forehand return. 
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The rebound comes al/ the way 
to center court, where server sets up 

for the backhand kl/I attempt . 

Split the Serving Team 

It is important for both the server and 
his partner to watch the ball as they 
are moving to center court position. 
The returners partner is also 
watching the ball as the returner hits 
it. The partner then wants to move 
up, splitting the serving team in 
center court, getting ready to cover 
the serving team's second shot. 
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The photos show how the serving 
team stays in an open stance as it 
moves into center court position. The 
open stance is very important here, 
because it allows the partners to 
assume a good reflexive hitting 
position very quickly, to hit the volley 
or cut the ball off in the front court 
for the kill. It's sort of like the serve­
volley in tennis, where the server 
moving to the attack behind his ' 
serve, sets up for an immediate kill. 

Receiver chooses to go for a down the line kill 
attempt as serving team drops into center court 
pos ition, keeping open stances . 

Receiver's shot , hit a ltttle too high, caroms 
toward the back wall . Server waits for the 
rebound off the back wall. 

The importance of this strategy can't 
be over emphasi zed. When the 
receiver goes for an offensive shot -
a down-like-line kill or pass, a pinch 
shot , or a crosscourt ki ll or pass -
the serving team should be in center 
court, anticipating that the receiver's 
shot will be mis -hit slightly and will 
come to one of them in center court. 
They should have body and mind in a 
"ready" position to cut the ball off 
and go for the rekill. 



Receiver's partn~r, watching the ball, has come up in to good offensi ve center court posi tion, 
splitt ing the serving team and posi tioning himself to c ut off serving team 's second shot. 

Serving team's cross court kill attempt stays up 
and comes back to center of court where 

receiver's partner is wai ting . He cuts i t off , hits a 
rollout for a winner. 

Expect Mistakes 

The biggest mistake players make, in 
doubles or singles , is to anticipate a 
perfect shot by the opponent. There 
are so few perfect shots hit in 
racquetball that it doesn 't make any 
sense to tense yourself to chase after 
them , hoping to kill them . The 
percentages make it clear that it is 
more important for you to anticipate 
a mis-hit sho t. You have to be ready 
mentally and strat egically - good 
position and stance - to pounc e on 
an opponent's mistakes. 

What to Practice 

Doubles is a lot of fun , a good social 
g~me and a little less fatiguing than 
singles . To really enjoy it you need to 
practice certa in things . 

Work on hitting a good low drive 
serve that hits in the three-by-three 
box in the backhand corner. You can 
also practice the modif ied Z serve 
that splits a lefty-righty team down 
the midd le. It hits the front wall, the 
right side wall and goes to the middle 
of the back wall so that it is about 
chest high when it reaches the 
receiving team . 

The server and his partner should 
work on moving quickly from the 
serve position into good center court 
position . Move quick ly, but keep the 
stance open . Don't turn your back to 
the front wall. You must be ready to 
cut off the return as it comes into the 
center part of the court. Be qu ick, 
watch the ball , anticipate the rekill 
opportunity . 

Of course both sides have to work on 
accuracy . Practice reflex forehands 
and backhands in center court , and 
accurate and powerfu l forehands and 
backhands from deep court. The 
down -the-line ki ll attemp t from the 
back left comer is crucial. Remember 
when you 're practicing cross court 
kill attempts from the comers , they 
must be very accurate . A good cross 
court kill in doubles will come low off 
the front wall and hit the side wall 
behind your opponent. Otherwise it 
w ill carom into center court where 
the serving team has anticipated it 
will go. And a two-hit rally becomes a 
three-hit one. Doub les seldom gives 
you a second chance. • 
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Instructional 

APRO Teaches . 
Lessons for 
Two Beginners 

• • 

Reprinted from Contemporary Racquetball with permission of Contemporary 
Books, Inc., Chicago . Copyright ~ 1978 by Chuck Sheftel and Arthur Shay . The 
American Professional Racquetball Organization , which provides a feature each 
month in National Racquetball , is devoting its space to excerpts from the book 
APRO President Chuck Sheftel wrote with National Racquetball photographer, 
Arthur Shay. This one-hour drill and play suggestion is part of a series of lessons 
two beginners can try on their own . 

• 
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Review and Advanced Play 

1. Review of the past seven lessons 
(15 minutes) 
2. Drills 
a. Side-wall control test (5 minutes) 
b. Serve and center play (10 minutes) 
3. A touch of advanced play: Z 
serves and ceiling shots (10 minutes) 
4. Play (15 minutes) 
5. Final wrap up (5 minutes) 

Warm up for five minutes . 

Review of the past seven lessons 

Each partner tries three of each shot: 
lob serve, drive, backhand return, 
forehand return , overhand shot and 
so on. Stop play each time going 
down the checklist. Work your way 
across the court once in the "across 
and hit " exercise. Take three shots 
off the back wall with both your 
forehand and backhand . 

Drills 

Side wall control test 

In lesson one you used the side wall 
to familiarize yourself with the feel of 
ball on racquet. Perhaps you were 
able to hit two or three in a row 
without a miss. See how many you 
can do now without missing . It 
should be a big improvement! 

Serve and center play 

A taste of future advanced play can 
be had by continuing to work on your 
serve for accuracy and speed and to 
work on your defense by racing back 
to the center court position after 
each serve . 



This Is a ball control dr ill . 
Each player hits his or her own ball and 
tries to keep go ing as many shot s as 
poss ible aga inst the side wall . 
This dr/11 is alternated with backhands , 
and finally , in a "peppe r" game between 
the players using one ball. 

Ready to hi t position could have been 
Improved by having racquet ang led 

tov./ards ceiling , not po int ing to back wall . 
This would leave wrist In better position 

to "snap " as the ball is hi t. 

• 

Drive serve starts lower than lob serve. 
Forceful swing is used. 

• 
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The backhand part of the forehand backh and drill. Surp risingly many new pl ayers have better 
natural backhands than forehands . Som e pro s feel this is because the nece ssi ty of mov ing the 

racquet across the body before unl eash ing i t in a s trok e gives the arm an easier groove to 
follow than a forehand that doesn 't have the body 's support. 

I 

I 
I 

• 

A touch of advanced play: Z serves 
and ceiling shots 

Try the Z serve: stand about five feet 
from the left wall in the serving area 
and hit a drive serve that lands on the 
front wall, about five feet from the 
right corner . The ball caroms from 
there down the length of the court 
and ideally hits the left side wall 
about five feet from the rear, then 
heads for the rear wall, completing 
the letter Z. 

This serve, again ideally, sometimes 
dies in the corner and becomes 
almost impossible even for pros to 
return . You can practice it from both 
sides of the serving area 
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The ceiling shot is another advanced 
maneuver you will encounter in 
intermediate and advanced play. It is 
a stroke or even overhand that 
causes the ball to hit the ce iling 
within five feet of the front wall and 
thus bounce way back into the court. 
The ceiling shot has recently been a 
fine defensive shot for the pros . It 
can sometimes give you time to rest 
and get back into good position from 
a fall or bad shot. It is generally sent 
down the left wall to your right 
handed opponent's backhand . 

Men pros are abandoning this shot 
for power hitting , but some women 
players have incorporated it into their 
games. If the ball comes in chest 
high or lower , you should stroke the 
ceiling shot sidearm . If the ball is 
above shoulder height , you should hit 
it overhand, remembering to keep 
that elbow well back . 

To achie ve good contac t wi th the ball during 
a la te sw ing the pl ayer is force d fnt o a 
lur ching mot ion and a slight backwards 
reaning tha t will tend to decrea se his po wer. 
(Obse rvers of Mar ty Hogan , racque tball 's 
wonder boy, will po int ou t tha t Hogan oft en 
h its from thi s unba lanced, lur ching po sitio n. 
The j ustffica tion is that Hogan prac tices four 
hours a day and do es anoth er hour o f weight 
tra ining , perm itt ing h im to exert gr eat powe r 
from almo st any po sition.) 

Play 

Creative shot making is a new trend 
in racquetball. Be a beginn er and use 
everything you 've learned up to th is 
point , but don't be afraid to "create " 
your own , coord inated shot s. That is 
sometimes you have to hit when you 
are off balance or can't get set 
properly . Don't let the rules keep you 
from trying. You can 't do much worse 
than lose the point! 

Final wrap up 

Well you 've completed the beginner's 
course that Chuck Sheft e! des igned 
for several thousand successful 
novices at the six Court Houses in 
the Chicago ~rea. 

Most of those players have gone on 
to the more advanced courses or 
have been working on the various 
aspects of their game as they go 
along. By now you should have a fine 
foundation for becoming a good 
racquetball player. 

The secret word is PRACTICE! 

Good luck . • 

This ends our APRO Teaches series of 
excerpt s from Chu ck Sheftel's book . Coming 
next to meet many reader requests: 
simplifi ed racquetb all ratin g system. 



Why the Slazenger Jackal 
• • 
1s expensive. 

And worth every penny. 
We may as well say it. The Slazenger Jackal is 

one of the most expensive racquetball racquets you can 
buy. Even so, we think it 's one of the best buys you 'll 
ever get your hands on. And we're just about to 
prove it. 

Consider firs t the raw materials . 
Rather than just one structura l component to 

make our frame, Slazenger has chosen to comb ine 
the best featur es 
of two elemen ts 

graphite and high­
strengt h nylon 66. 

· <. The result is a 
~ ·. /t., , · racquet of great strength , 

'I ·t ~ ' uncommon lightnes s and 
extreme durability. Because of graphite 's 
ability to minimi ze vibration and retain 
shape , it is also a racquet that adds 
crispness and control to your game. 

The shape of the Jackal i~i \\ 
has ~~n ~aref_ully ~akulated ©" \\ 
to tn1nm1.1ze air resistance · - -
and unn ecessary contact '' 

1 

with playing surfaces. ~ , ~ 
Like all Slazenger racquets, 16 

the Jackal is "power point" I 

eng ineered , concentrati ng powe/ 
and accuracy so that you play a faster, 
mor e tightly-controlled game. 

The special curved bar at the 
throat adds torsio nal 

sta bility, helping to 
-=--_ reduce the frame 
··. ' - twistin g that can 

rob your game of accuracy. 

Instead of simply cementing a handle to the frame , 
polyurethane is foamed in place to a pre-determined 
size, becoming an integral part of the ~ 
racquet. ~ 

The grip , whi le inviting to the touch, ~ 
has just enoug h surface to remain firm , / -, 1e 
in your grasp, particularly when you ,&_, 1 i:it ~ 
perspire. Even the thong is specially 

designed rugged nylon 
braid of great durability. 

The string holes are 

~ 
smoothly finished 

·r. and highly polished to 
. -~ ,;.,,.., extend string life, as is the 
• 

1 
r.. ?' recessed st ring channel 
~! ;. · · around the outer rim. 
... ,., No other racquet so 

ski llfully combines power, control 
absence of vibration and durability. 
And no other racquet reflects the time­
honored tradition of English crafts­
manship that stands behind every piece 
of Slazenge r equipment. 

Befor.e'you make any investment 
in a racquetbal l racquet, you must 
hold the Slazenger Jackal in your 
hand. If you take your game seriously, 
there really is no other choice. 

For more information on the 
complete line of fine Slazenger equip­
ment, write for our free illustra ted 
catalog: 

Slazengers, lnc. 
P.O. Box 160 , 
Cornwells He igh ts. Pa. 19020. 

~ 
We've won Wunbledon every year since 1902. 
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GET 
INSIDE TENNIS 
... for less than 

35¢ a week 
All the news - and all the color -
of the wonderful world of tennis 
can be yours every week of the 
year for less than 35¢ . Follow 
tournaments and every important 
player in the one and oldest -
Tennis Week. Read the piercing 
comments of Gene Scott , the voice 
of tennis, and many others . Have 
all the news of the tennis scene 
right at your finger-tips each and 
every week while it is still hot 
news . Subscribe now - before the 
big tournaments . Knew tennis 
action before it happens . 

@tann'!.L, 
we...., 

The only full service 
tennis weekly in the world . 

Trial subscription for a limited 
time onJy $10. for 30 weeks 
SEND NO MONEY NOW 
Sign and mail the coupon today! 
o ffer cxpirl!s August 31. 1979 r-------------------, 
TENNIS WEEK 
120 East 5 6th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Please send me 30 weeks of 
TENNIS WEEK for $10.00 

Nrune _ ___ _ _ ___ _ 

Street ____ ____ _ _ _ 

City __ _ _ ___ _ __ _ 

State ______ Zip _ __ _ 
L- 34567890 ___________ _ 
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What's the Call? 

Ask an Expert • ■ ■ 

by Dan Bertolucci 

.: 

"The trouble with 
Boy Scouts is 
there aren't 

enough of them!" 
WILL ROGERS 

For ideas , or to make a 
donation to help make Will 
Rogers' wish come true -
write: 

The World Friendship Fund 
Boy Scouts of America 
North Brunswick, NJ 08902 

Referee's Technical 
The referee 's technical is the single 
most powerful weapon a referee can 
use to control a singles or doubles 
match. 

Usually a referee in his prematch 
duties will give warning to both 
players or teams that referee's 
technicals will be called - in the 
referee's judgement - when the 
contestant during the course of the 
match is overtly and deliberately 
abusive beyond a point of reason. 
When this happens , the referee has 
the power to deduct one point from a 
contestant's or team 's total score . 

Examples of situations in which 
players can bring about the referee's 
technical are when a player gestures 
or calls out an obscenity - no 
matter to whom it was directed -
and excessive striking of the ball 
after the rally (especially when this 
striking threatens injury to another 
player.) 

Is there a limit to the number of 
technicals that can be awarded? No 
- the referee's technical can be 
invoked as may times during the 
course of a match as the ref deems 
necessary. However a match (not just 
a game) may be forfeited as a 
consequence of a referee's technical. 
Forfeiture as an outgrowth of one or 
more technicals should be used 
sparingly and only in lhe most 
extreme cases . Usually after a 
technical foul the players will 
cooperate . 

The important point to remember is 
that if a referee doesn't use the 
technical to control a match, he or 
she is open to intimidation and the 
players are confused. A match out of 
hand does not lead to good 
racquetball and could lead 
to injury. • 

Dan Bertolucci, USAA associate coord inator and 
official pro tour referee , will answer your 
questions about rules and calls if you wr ite him at 
the USAA. 4101 Dempster, Skokie , IL 60076 . 
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Centurion'"- New carbon filled compos ite 
construction . Black heat-welded strings, plush 

raised-leather grip. 18.5 inches, 250 grams 

Choose 
your weapon. 

We make five great racquets, not1llst one or two. 
So more than just getting a choice of responsive 

aluminum or composite frames , you get a choice 
of strings, grips, weights, and even lengths. 
So choose your weapon. Choose a Spalding. 

Smasher':... Extra long, 
extruded aluminum frame, rugged 

steel eyelets , durable twisted 
nylon strings, leather grip. 

19 Inches, 270 grams 

.. 

Futura"- New metallic brown­
anodized aluminum frame. 

Exclusive nylon/ stainless 
steel impregnated strings . 

Rich raised leather grip . 
18 inches, 260 grams 

Top-Flite­
Spalding's 

heaviest racquet 
built for power 

play and durability. 
Expanded teardrop 

head shape with clear 
tournament nylon strings 

and a top-grade leather grip. 
18 inches , 285 grams , 

Re6e1':.. New nylon/ 
glass-filled composite, 

blue twist nylon strings . 
Raised stitch leather grip. 

18.5 inches, 255 grams 
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Feature 

The United States Racquetball Association/ 
National Racquetball Club president gave this speech 
at the Nationals last June in Tempe. 
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There is a lot to talk about in 
racquetball , and this means I won't 
be able to go into great detail. My 
talk is going to be like Sally Rand's 
fans, designed to get you interested 
in the subject without giving away 
too many details. 

You will notice that we are stil l 
hanging in there , like the guy who fell 
off a cliff above a rocky beach 2,000 
feet below. As he fell, he grabbed a 
little branch that was sticking out of 
the cliff. He looked down at the 
rocks, then up to the c liff and yelled 
"Is there anybody up there? " 



--

A voice thundered " / am here ," and 
the man replied " Who 's that ?" 

" It's the Lord, " said the voice, "What 
shall I do, Lord? " he asked . "Let go. " 
The man looked down at the rocks 
below; he looked to the top of the 
clif f and said " Is there anybody else 
up there?" 

Now there isn't anyone here but us, 
and I believe that if we al l work 
together, we can save the cliff 
hanger. I use the term c liff hanger 
on ly because I hope the pro players 
don't make the same mistakes that 
other pro athletes have made, pricing 
themselves right out of sports. 

Trying to make it on their own is 
perfectly natural. But I must caution 
them that without good business 
management their efforts will be 
doomed to hang by a limb - or to 
fall . Now I wouldn't blame them for 
thinking that a good player can also 
be a good manager. History proves 
otherwise, however . The record 
shows we have done a remarkable 
job of managing racquetball. We also 
have a remarkable record in the even 
tougher world of business. 

You know building a racquetball 
organization is kind of like building a 
house . For those of you who are not 
familiar with my personal background 
I have been building homes for over 
50 years, and the similarities are 
striking. To build a solid house you 
must have a solid foundation. In our 
structure that foundation is our voice, 
National Racquetball magazine . We 
value National Racquetball as a 
sounding board fo r ideas, and it is 
regarded as the Bible of the sport. 
Everyone knows we wrote the book 
on racquetball, and we freely share it 
with all our competitors through our 
magazine . We don 't keep secrets 
from anyone . 

As you begin buildi ng on that so lid 
foundation , you must build steadily, 
and in phases. The next phase we 
added was the State Affiliate 
program . . . taking two years and a 
lot of sweat to make that program a 
model for amateur governing bodies. 

In order to build for the future we 
began our National Juniors program 
to instill a lifelong interest in our 
sport in our youngsters , whose 
enth usiasm and dedication continue 
to amaze me. A record entry for our 
juniors program was again set this 
year, with 10 Regional events in July 
and the National Championships in 
August at the Tucson Athletic Club. 

But if you want that house you build 
to be really something special, you 
need some window dressing - a 
showcase. In our sit uation it's the pro 
tour where the elite do battle with the 
elit e and the rest of us marvel and 
enjoy. The professional game gives 
racquetball an opportunity to strut its 
stuff, to bring the sport from leisure 
tim e to big time. 

Pro racquetball brings attention; 
attention brings new players; new 
players buy court time and products; 
c lubs sell time; investors build more 
clubs which attract more players and 
the cycle continues on and on. Our 
organizational function in this cycle 
cannot and must not be minimized . 
Our dedication to racquetball is to 
consider the sport first and 
ourselves last. 

Pro racquetball brings 
attention; attention brings new 
players; new players buy court 
time and products ; clubs se ll 
time; investors build more 
clubs which attract more 
players ... 

And we are the only people, other 
than the amateur players, who can 
make that statement. 

The pros, in general, care mostly 
about the prize money. If good prize 
money is there, they'll compete for it. 
The club owners are in it for profits 
and they make no bones about it. 
The manufacturers likewise. The 
promoters and agents are constantly 
looking for their percentage points, 
and the sponsors (thank goodness 
for our sponsors!) naturally seek 
product identification . 

Only the USRA and NRG seek 
success for them all unselfishly. Do 
you have any idea of how much 
money it costs to run a pro tour 
stop? 

To do these shows right requires a 
staff of five people, on the average, 
and their travel and per diem 
expenses alone come to about 
$5,000. Photography costs $2,000 
because we want only the best -
usually Art Shay. Publicity is another 
expense. The souvenir program, a 
magazine in itself, costs an average 
of $5,000 per tournament, often more. 
In all an average pro tour stop, 
including the prize money, costs in 
the neighborhood of $50,000 - an 
expensive neighborhood. But I 
learned very early that the best 
houses deserve the best 
neighborhoods. 
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A sincere acknowledgement of a Job well 

done by Kendler to Carl Porter (c.) may 
have slightly embarassed Porter , but Mrs . 

Porter (r.) seems pleased . 

Despite a few losses we manage an 
abundance of victories. Our victories 
are your victories . When racquetball 
is shown on television , expos ing it 
and its healthful aspects to the 
public , that's a victory. (What you saw 
recently on the CBS sports 
spectacular is just the beginning . 
Charlie Brumfield loves his new role 
as movie star and Marty Hogan is up 
for an Oscar.) 

When young kids and old men 
equally enjoy the exercise and 
physical fitness that racquetball 
affords, that, too, is a victory . 

You see our victories come not in 
dollars and cents ; our victories are 
measured in "good," and the more 
good we can achieve through 
racquetball, the more meaning our 
lives will have. The sole purpose of 
our business is to promote good, 
clean competition . In sports 
competition is what it's all about. But 
in business the man who thinks he 
must defeat his competitors is 
wrong. His competitors are not his 
enemies. They happen to be workers 
in the same field of endeavor. The 
wise man looks upon his competitors 
as cooperators, and that is the 
position we will take with the new 
pro groups. 

In sports competition is what 
it's all about. But in business 
the man who thinks he must 

defeat his competitors is 
wrong. His competitors are 

not his enemies. 
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Now I know there are some among 
you who are puzzled by our concern 
for competition at a time when we 
really have none. Truthfully we are 
not as much concerned as we are 
interested. We think there should be 
some competition , for this will bring 
about healthy progress , and all of us 
will be the beneficiaries. 

Take the new men 's professional 
organization. If they can get the kind 
of money they are asking , a// of us 
can get more . Then there is the new 
women's professional organization . 
They have set their standards so high 
that you can't help but admire them. I 
hope they make it. I hope the men 
make it. And if they do, it will be 
"togetherness" that makes it all 
possible . 

There is no question that we will be 
talking to the same sponsors . We 
already have. Do not doubt that we 
will try hard to sign them. But not at 
yourexpense . Underno 
circumstances will we undermine a 
pro player sponsorsh;p, for either 
men or women . When you stop to 
think of it , in all our years of 
publishing, you have never seen 
criticism, in any form, of an outside 
group or an outside player. We are 
too big for such practice. We let 
others talk about us without a 
response because we believe our 
actions speak for us. We just go 
along running the finest tournaments 
we can, serving the players as well as 
we can, knowing you cannot fool the 
sponsors . 

A ll of a sudden everyone wants to be 
in the racquetball business . The 
manufacturers want to be promoters , 
the players want to be business 
managers. Most everyone is a 
consultant. 

Have you heard what a consultant 
really is? He is the man who knows 
48 different ways to make 
love . . . but what he doesn't know 
is any women! 

A few months ago at the Harvard 
Club in Boston a symposium 
considered " The Future of the 
Racquetbafl lnd4stry . . . Traveling 
the Road to Doom or Prosperity? " 
The sponsor was the New England 
Racquet Sports Association which is, 
in fact , a group of 60 commercial 
tennis , racquetball and squash clubs. 
Its primary purpose is the 
dissemination of industry data to 
financiers to help mitigate the boom­
bust cycle that has characterized 
previous ventures in commercial 
recreation, notably bowling, billiards 
and ice skating . The inclusion of 
racquetball was based on the hope 
that it might avoid some of the 
disasters that overtook its older 
brother, tennis, on the way to 
becoming a stable and growing 
commercial enterprise. 

At the Boston symposium the Court 
Club Associations talked about the 
roller coaster life cycles of many 
products, along with unrealistic 
market estimates by prophets , 
pryamiders, syndicators , 



manufacturers and consultants . To 
this they add the med ia and its role 
in what they call " The Myth of 
Success and its Distorted Vision of 
Profitability . JI This, they say, has 
brought about an influx of amateurs 
and glamour business hunters. 

I particularly noted that the Nationa l 
Court Club Associat ion was one of 
the consultants . I can readily 
understand why they would not want 
to over saturate the market. They are 
a very astute group with substantial 
investments in court clubs , and we 
should make them a part of our 
"togetherness ." 

All racquetball needs , now or at any 
other time , is more togetherness and 
understanding between the players 
and the business managers. Please 
note that I do not use the word 
"promoter. JI I am not sure that all the 
unique promot ions I hear about are 
good for the sport . I'd like to keep 
racquetball in its purest form , and 
then I am sure we won't have to 
worry about killing the golden goose. 

So let me say again that we w ill 
listen to any group of players or 
manufacturers and , if there is not 
conflict of principle , give them our 
wholehearted cooperation. I want you 
all to know that our door will always 
be open to those who need us, or 
even want to come back home. We'll 
always be at the players ' side just as 
we have for 50 years in handball. 

Charlie Drake, pres ident of Leach Indu s tr ies hand s out the 
Col gate Bonus Pool checks to the me n . .. 

. . . and to the women who qua liffed for the $75,000 In cash . 

You know we are really more 
concerned about the amateurs than 
we are the pros. There are about 70 
pros. There are five million amateurs. 
That's why we planned a court that 
could seat many thousands of 
spectators . Developing a glass that 
would help television fol low the ball 
was next. Interesting more sponsors 
in underwriting the high cost of 
staging tournaments came next. 
Providing scholarships for deserving 
players and encourag ing 
intercol legiate compet ition was next. 
And so was putting together a library 
of f ilms to educate and entertain for 
worldwide distribution. 

(It should be obvious to the unhappy 
pros that the re are also unhappy 
amateurs who feel that more of the 
funds we generate should be diverted 
to their programs . After all they 
represent more than 99 percent of 
the market.) 

As we are all aware this is the 
culmination of the 1978-79 season , a 
great one at that. For the first time in 
our history - thanks almost ent irely 
to the hard work of Char lie Drake and 
Dave Armstrong - we have been 
able to secure individual sponsors for 
individual events, thereby adjust ing 
the pro tour format to attract more 
sponsors and more prize money into 
racquetball. 
Our good friends at JACK IN THE 
BOX, Catalina, Coors, 
Kunnan/Kennex and, of course the 
big three - Leach, Seamco and 
Colgate - to all of you a big " thank 
you." Without your support there 
would be no pro tour. We not only 
owe you a milli on thanks; many of us 
owe you our careers. 

Our amateur program has reached 
record heights, as it does each year. 
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The USAA sanctioned over 600 
tournaments. For the third 
consecutive year we sent more balls 
free of charge to tournaments than 
we were allotted . And for the third 
consecutive year the USAA picked up 
the tab because Terry Fancher felt 
the states deserved this help . 

The Juniors (Joe Ardito's pride and 
joy) continue to flourish . Our new 
open format this season brought 
thousands to the courts, where a year 
ago we had only hundreds. Marty 
Hogan looks more worried than ever. 
He's the Grand Old Man of the 
Juniors! 

You have all seen the age categories 
begun at this tournament. They will 
be offered around the nation at all 
sanctioned events next season . The 
success of these "veteran " 
classifications has been 
overwhelming, and we intend to 
continue the program. 

Colgate, our primary sponsor this 
season, will be with us again next 
year . They have donated $50,000 in 
prize money to this National 
Championship . They have also 
donated $75,000 in Bonus Pool 
money. That's $125,000 directly to the 
players . Do you know what NRC's 
share of that $125,000 was? 
Absolutely nothing! One hundred 
percent of Colgate's sponsorship 
funds went directly to the players . I 
challenge anybody to find any 
professional sport in which 100 
percent of the sponsorship went to 
the players. There are none . 

Colgate, our primary sponsor 
this season . . . has donated 

$125,000 directly to the players 
... NRC's share ... was 

absolutely nothing. 

I remember when I began the N RC 
back in 1973. We held four 
tournaments that season for a total 
purse of $20,000. Certainly nobody 
was getting rich playing pro 
racquetball in 1973. 

The following season of 1974-75 we 
held eight events for $5,000 each and 
a National Championship for $15,000, 
a total of $55,000 in prize money to 
the players - more than double the 
previous season. 

In 1975-76 we held 11 events at 
$8,000 each, and a Nationals of 
$15,000 for a total of $103,000 again 
over double the previous season. 

Each tournament in 1976-77 had 
$15,000 prize money and the prizes 
nearly reached $170,000, another 
jump , this time of over 60 percent. 

Last season was our most 
successful ever, with the prize money 
increasing to $20,000 per stop and 
the Nationals a dazzling $30,000 
totaling over $200,000. 

And this season with the addition of 
the Colgate Bonus Pool the prize 
money amounted to $270,000 actual 
dollars distributed to professional 
players. 

I think that's progress and good 
progress, and it comes from good 
business management. The N RC and 
our sponsors can be proud of the 
solid financial foundation under our 
racquetball house . Those who seek 
to take advantage of our years of 
work will find that it's not all that 
easy, but we wish them well anyhow . 

We will again promote and publicize 
a pro tour next season for both men 
and women . I am proud to announce 
that every single one of our sponsors 
will return - Coors Beer, Catalina 
Sportswear, KunnanlKennex, JACK 
IN THE BOX, Leach, Seamco and 
Colgate . It is another strong 
indication that the people who know 
what is going on in this sport support 
those they know can get the job 
done. 

Dur ing the banquet th is di splay of next 
year 's championship r ings was sho wn. 
That 's re al loot ! 

The challenge is there . The NRC and 
the USAA will go forward , as we 
always do . We' ll do everything we did 
last year, and more if we can . Those 
who wish to be a part of a winning 
team with a tradition of progress and 
performance - we invite you. Those 
who prefer to strike out on their own 
in search of the golden goose -
good luck! 

Speaking of prize money did you 
know that this past season the ladies 
played for an average of $10,000 per 
tournament? That's right. Including 
the Bonus Pool and all the prize 
money distributed , it amounted to 
$80,000 on the head for their eight 
tournaments ... an average of 
$10,000 per event. Just four years 
ago, the ladies were playing for $500 
a tournament. I think that 's pretty 
good progress , too! 

Need I remind you that brightly 
colored racquetballs first appeared as 
a result of NRC initiative? Need I 
remind you that glass walls first 
appeared as a result of our efforts? 
Need I remind you that the concept 
of pro racquetball was really hearsay 
until I went out and did it in 1973? 

The 11 point tie-breaker, a Chuck 
Leve idea; linesmen , our idea; paid 
referees, our idea; the first televised 
tournament, ours. 

Before I close I would like to say a 
few words about our latest "first," 
and the one invention that will have 
the greatest impact on racquetball 's 
future. I speak of the remarkable new 
"white glass." 



Hogan gets ser ious as he accepts his fi rst 
Kendl er Cup , the p ermanent award for th e 

profess ional national champion . 

Racquetball had hit a stalemate with 
television, as you all know , due to the 
combination of three factors . First 
was the speed of the play. The 140 
miles per hour that the ball 
sometimes traveled made it next to 
imposs ible to cover . Second ly the 
glass walls produced such a glare 
that coverage was hampered due to 
the ref lect ions. Third was the 
prob lem of lighting, or rather the lack 
of adequate lighting, because the 
court light sifted thro ugh 
conven t iona l g lass wal ls. 

White glass has cured all that. The 
players will see white walls when 
they play; yet the spectators w ill see 
clearly through walls , even better 
than you can see now . Light w ill 
actually be reflected by these walls 
back into the court , mak ing far better 
lighting and better camera coverage. 

Not only will the cameras be able to 
see the bal l, the players w ill no 
longer have to fight two balls coming 
out of the side wall - reflections of 
players and fans or fan movement. 
They will be able to see clearly again ; 
in fact everybody wi ll be able to see 
c learly. 

White glass w ill have a revolutionary 
impact on racquetba ll. It may add 
years to a player's career. It might 
even bring back the control game so 
many of you have wa nted. 

It is really not fair for me to 
monopolize the limelight when 
others here deserve far more credit 
than I. Our host, Carl Porter in 
particular , and his staff in general, are 
my choice for racquetball 's 
"Academy Award." If there is a more 
capable club owner in America, I 
have not met him. Everyone sings 
this man 's praises, and the way his 
staff opened their arms to the players 
has been absolute ly heartwarming. 

Al Mackie, whether you know it or 
not, has contributed far more to the 
building of this sport than you could 
possibly imagine . Seamco, the firm 
he heads, provided us MOST 
generously with prize money and 
racquetballs at a time when we could 
not have made it without him. We 
can all thank Al for many of our 
blessings. 

Wright takes a few minutes to discuss her 
second straight Kendler Cup . 

Our spark plug is Charl ie Drake of 
Leach Industries who generates 
ideas a mile a minute . Some of the 
best thinking to come out of our 
organization really begins with 
Charlie. Not on ly does he have great 
players and a great product , but he 
has a great heart as well. He isn't 
going to like me telling this, but 
when I asked him for a couple of 
hundred racquets for the 
handicapped children's orphanage in 
East Afri ca, Leach industries gave 
them without hesitat ion. And that's 
not the only t ime he showed that he 
has a heart as big as a racquetball 
court. 

Colgate has been far more than a 
sponsor for us. They put us in the big 
league. It was their faith in us, plus 
their great name, that brought us to 
the attent ion of other bus iness 
giants. A lot of the success we enjoy 
comes from the company we keep . 
Colgate is one of those admirable 
companies and Jack Grimm reflects 
their spir it. Just the kind of a guy 
you 'd expect to find spending a good 
part of his life and substance in 
behal f of the Better Boys Foundat ion. 

Finally I am proud to be in the 
company of such wonderful men and 
women, and very grateful to all of you 
for participating in the sport we all 
love so much . Participation is the key 
to life , for it gives life meaning . The 
fact that you came hundreds or 
thousands of miles, at great cost , to 
take in a week of racquetballing is a 
tribute to you. All of us at USRA and 
NRG thank you with all our hearts 
and we hope and pray everyone of 
you will be back again next season. 
Your faith in us means a great deal 
to me . • 
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Squashin g Her Competitio 
Can Heather McKay - Surprise Amateur Champ -
Switch Her Skills to Racquetball on a Pro Level? 

by Nick Longhurst 

She hails from Queanbeyan, and if 
you can't quite place which state it is 
in, don't worry, just a few seconds of 
listening to her accent tells you she 
hails from down under in Australia. 

And even if you are a close follower 
of professional racquetball and the 
name Heather McKay (rhymes with 
sky) escapes you, that is because so 
far she can count the number of 
tournaments she has entered on the 
ti ngers of one hand. 
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. . . But despite her lack of 
competitive racquetball experience , 
McKay let her bombshell burst in the 
hot sun of Tempe, AZ when she 
scrapped her way to the national 
amateur title and through the 
qualifying rounds of the women 's 
professional bracket before running 
out of steam against the eventual pro 
runner-up, Janell Marriott , in the 
quarters. 

Heather is just starting out on her 
racquetball career and is planning to 
play in professional events in the 
coming season . 

And that's not bad for someone who 
just celebrated her 37th birthday. 

Heather is a tough player, and she 
proved how tough by easily putting 
down the aspirations of fellow 
finalist , Lynn Adams from San Diego, 
21-13, 21-11 to take the amateur 
crown. 

So where does all the skill come 
from? 

She lives in Toronto , Canada, and for 
those of you who are clued in to 
racquet sports, it 's no secret 'that the 
Canadian city is the North American 
mecca for squash . 

Heather is a squash player " Par 
excellence", and she has built up the 
incredible reputation of never having 
lost a squash game against another 
woman player since .. . . . 1962. 

Her weekly workouts of tennis and 
field hockey in her home town ended 
in 1959 when she played her first 
game of squash in Queanbeyan, 
which is a small town 200 miles from 
Sidney . After only 12 months of 
learning she started playing in 
tournaments. Three years later she 
lost her last game . 

Fit for Field Hockey 

"Originally the squash playing was to 
get fit for field hockey ," she 
explained to National Racquetball 
after her win in Tempe. 

"But then I liked it so much , I just 
stopped playing the other games ," 
she added . 

And that decision set her on a career 
in the OTHER closed court racquet 
sport wh ich too k her to England and 
Scotland in 1962, where she was 
runner-up to the world 's best and saw 
her final defeat. 

Then Heather married professional 
squash player, Brian McKay , and the 
pair moved to Toronto where they 
both took jobs as professionals at 
the Toronto Squash Club. And she 
still teaches there ; tak ing anyone , 
from rank beginners to experts, and 
helping them with the ir game . 

So why racquetball? 

Her first tournament was in the 
Coors All Pro competition where she 
met athletes from all sports 
competing for a big purse. 

"I played for six weeks pr ior to that 
and went to Las Vegas· to compete. I 
didn 't win the tournament, but I 
picked up $2,000 prize money and I 
could see that there was a chance I 
could become competitive in the 
sport ." 

Then there was a long layof f because 
Heather had to prepare for her own 
national championships - which , in 
case you didn 't guess , she won . 

So there was very little preparat ion 
for the racquetball National. 

She explained "I played a total of 
seven weeks last year until 
November. Then I didn 't pick Up a 
racquet again until April . From then I 
played two or three times a week 
until the National Championships ." 



USRAINRC President Bob Kendler hands Heather McKay a new sport symbol for her trophy case. 

So how can a woman who knows so 
little about racquetball suddenly 
burst onto the scene and monopolize 
the winning points? 

She explained "I still think squash is 
a lot harder than racquetball to play 
because there is a great deal more 
thinking involved . That doesn't mean 
that all my squash knowledge is 
perfect, or for racquetball, but I do 
think that once you have mastered 
one racquet sport like this, the ability 
to think and perform in another is 
never very far away. 

"Having such a deep knowledge of 
squash has its problems because it 
is hard to break the habit of 20 years 
of hitting the ball 17 inches up the 
wall . I find it very difficult to roll out a 
shot because of that. 

" There are also other things which 
are difficult for me to tune into. The 
scoring up to 21 is tough, I can't 
maintain my concentration for so 
long because I am used to squash 
where the competitive performance 
is exercised over much shorter game 
periods. 

Too Far Back 

"And also squash players tend to 
come back farther. I have been 
beaten several times on points 
because I was waiting too far back in 
the court and they punched in up 
front ." 

And she added with a smile "Once 
you start going backwards in this 
game - you're in trouble." 

Heather first qualified in New Haven 
at the pro stop, but faced much 
tougher opposition in the Nationals, 
where everyone is out for victory. 

In the pro bracket she took San 
Diego's Susie Khan in the first round. 

She did that in 3 and 9, following up 
that win with a 21-8, 21-8 crushing of 
Cheryl Ambler. That got her into the 
pro draw proper and she proved her 
mettle with another crushing 21-9, 
21-1 win over Jean Sauser from 
Portland . 

It was in the next round, the quarters, 
that she crumbled to a determined 
Janell Mariott who outshot her for a 
narrow 21-18, 21-17 victory. 

But not bad for a beginner. 

"Squash is certainly a harder game 
physically and since I stay very fit I 
don't find that endurance is any 
problem in racquetball. But playing 
the extra dimension of the ceiling is 
tough for me, and when I played on 
glass, I found myself missing a lot of 
easy shots off the back wall because 
I wasn't used to it." 

But Heather McKay is a competitive 
woman, and racquetball is where it's 
at. 

"I'm tired of squash in a sense 
because the competition isn't there, 
so I'm going to take up racquetball as 
a new career . . . . . . who knows, 
I might become national champion at 
this one, too." • 
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High Price Game 
In a High Price Town 
New York City's New Vertical Club Hits the Top 

by Dick Squires 

"When my dad moved into the City The Vertical Club is a father-son enterprise . Abe Hirschfield , and son, Elie. 

from the suburbs, he really missed 
belonging to a country club . So he 
decided to build his own," says Elie 
Hirschfeld , son of a man who once 
ran for mayor of New York City . After 
five years of planning and 
construction Elie and Abe Hirschfeld 
just opened the doors to their "own " 
country club which is located right in 
the midtown heart of America's 
biggest city . And what a Club it is! 

The opening line of their slick 
looking , four color brochure reads : 
"The Vertical Club Philosophy . The 
management of the Vertical Club 
believes , above all, that quality is 
attention to detail ." Later on in the 
copy the Club is billed as " the most 
luxurious sporting Club in New York 
. . . with an ambiance of tasteful 
elegance. 11 Are you getting the 
picture? 

There is no doubt about it, the / / 
Vertical Club is one of the posh est, 
most expensive and extravagant 
sports complexes in N.Y.C. -
perhaps even in the country. It could 
even be accused of being one of the 
snobbiest as well. Everyone who 
joins must first be reviewed and 
interviewed by the "Admissions 
Committee ." It is anticipated that 
membership will be limited to around 
1,500 . 

One of racquetball's most prest igious 
addresses: 333 £ 60th St., New York City 
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Who is involved on the Board of 
Governors? Get ready for some pretty 
impressi ve namedropping. Frank 
Gifford and Roger Grimsby (sport s 
and newscasters respectively) , Dave 
DeBusschere (for mer basketball star), 
John V. Lindsay (former N.Y.C. 
Mayor), Bruce S. Nevins (President of 
Perrier Water), William Talbert (former 
tennis great who has run the U.S. 
Open for most of the last 10 years}, 
Kelso Sutton (publisher , Sports 
Illustrated), George Plimpton 
(partic ipatory journa list 
ext raordina ire}, Philip Beekman, 
(President , Joseph E. Seagram & 
Sons) , and Mrs . Rachel Oliver (the 
Club 's "m enu consu ltant ," creator of 
New York 's famed " Lady Oliver 
Cheesecake " - and Abe 
Hirschfeld 's daughter) . 

The Frank Lloyd Wright (name 
dropping again !) inspired 
architechture was actually designed 
and directed by the talented Eugene 
N. Ho, who created the China 
Pavilion at the last World's Fair in the 
Sixties. This elegant edifice 's 
address is 330 E. 61 st St., the heart of 
the fashionable East Side 
brownstone area. It is a rather 
unusua l looking structure in that 
there are only five stor ies above the 
ground and two below ; but with each 
level being tantamount to four floors 
compared to other skyscrapers, it is 
actually equivalent in height to a 20 
story building . 

Everything is truly 'First Class " - all 
the way. The Vertical Club fac ilit ies 
include eight Elastaturf tennis courts 
which are spotted vertically atop one 
another. " There is no more room in 
the heart of Manhattan," explains Elie 
Hirschfeld, "so we built in the only 
direction we could . Up! " 

If name dropping is one of the games at the Vertical Club, you can start with some of the members 
of the board of directors Includin g, left, John Lindsay and Frank Gilf ord. 

The building features a futuristic 
retractible siding on the courts, so 
the members can enjoy " fresh air 
tennis" in all but the coldest of 
months - plus a high level, scenic 
view of the City. (What about tho se 
Vertica l members who might have 
vertigo?) 

There are also six squash courts , a 
glass walled, elevated Courtside 
Restaurant and Bar, a lounge offering 
juices , snacks and backg ammon , a 
totally stocked pro shop , spac ious, 
carpeted dressing rooms (same as 
locker rooms) , reserved parking right 
in the Clubhouse (for members only}, 
a sophisticated Sports Medic ine 
Center complete with the latest 
exercise equipment and cardio­
vascu lar stress test ing, swimm ing 
poo l, jacuzzis, saunas , and , oh yes, 
three racquetball courts ! 

Strangely Sluggish 

One of the racquetball cubicles is 
constructed out of glass on three 
sides. There is space around it to 
seat 1,500 (!) spectators . What a 
fantastic showcase for our favorite 
game - one that has, heretofore, 
been incongruously and strangely 
sluggish in its arrival to this country's 
largest metropolis . 

In any event racquetball has, at last, 
"arrived" when it finds a home in a 
racquet complex whose facilities, 
staff, and clientele will be as swank 
as anywhere in the world. It is rather 

ironic that racquetball is now 
travers ing the reverse evoluti onary 
route of most other racquet and 
paddle sports. Tennis , squash and 
platform tennis all began many years 
ago in private, privet hedge 
sur rounded country clubs, and are 
only recently, spreading out and 
down to the so called masses. As 
everybody knows , racquetball's 
orig ins can be traced to the more 
humble environs of Jewish 
Community Centers , YM CA's and , 
now , at a burgeoning number of 
commercial clubs. It has always 
tradit ionally been the most 
democratic of all racquet games. 

With its tremendous growth of late , 
however, racquetball is not only 
called "America fastest growing 
participation activ ity," but it is also 
taking on an aura of "in-ness." Movie 
stars , prom inent athletes, politicians 
and the renowned "Beautiful People" 
are f locking to the racquetball courts. 

So the sport which originally became 
assoc iated with suburb an, blue collar 
workers has now been installed in 
the most elite of all settings - the 
Vertical Club , where the off ic ial right 
after Labor Day opening co incided 
with the prestigious U.S. Open 
Tennis Championships out in nearby 
Flush ing Meadows. 

One wonders how Abe Hirschfeld's 
$8,000,000 dream can ever become a 
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profitable commercial venture with 
only eight tennis , six squash and 
three racquetball courts. The wonder 
ceases, however , when you see the 
Club 's schedule of initiation fees , 
monthly dues and the additiona l 
hourly court fee for play . 

The best way to app raise Vertical 's 
prices is to compare them with other 
clubs that offer racquetball. In 
genera l hourly court fees across the 
country range from $5 to $6 to $8 and 
$14 for prime t ime. Individual 
memberships vary from $25 to $75 
per year to $40 on up to $130 for a 
family membership. Some "unlimited 
court play " facilities charge a flat fee 
of $1,000 annually, which includes no 
additional charges for court time or 
use of amenities . 

Some of the plushier racquetball 
operations are: 
Courtiers Club, Park Ridge , IL $1,000 
initiation charge plus $60lmonth . 
The Sports Gallery , Los Angeles. 
$250 per individual , $350 per couple 
plus monthly dues of around $35. No 
extra for playing racquetba ll on their 
20 courts. Tempe 's Arizona Athletic 
Club has a similar setup . 
Las Vegas Sporting House , which is 
open 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week , offers 21 racquetball, two 
squash, and four platform tennis 
courts , Nautilus exercise equipment, 
basketball gym, volleyball , Olympic­
sized swimming pool, restaurant, bar, 
saunas, steam, and jacuzzis - all for 
an initiation fee of $400 per 
individual, $600 for a couple, with 
monthly rates of $50 for men, $40 for 
women and $70 per couple. Again 
t~ere is no additional charge for court 
time . 
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What Does It Cost 
to Play? 
Down at the other end of the scale 
from the Vertical Club are the YMCA · 
YWCA operations like the one in 
Rochester, MN. where some courts are 
free to players who 've paid a nominal 
membership fee . 

$5,000 a Family 

The Verti cal Club 's fee schedu le has 
a one time init iation charge of $2,500 
for an individual member , plu s $75 
per mon th dues . A couple is $4 000 
plus $125 a month. A couple with ' 
children under 18 is $5,000, plus $125 
a month , plus $20 each child per 
month . Junior members (ages 18-25) 
pay $1,500 initiation plus $50 a 
month . There are also two types of 
corporate memberships . One 
includes three ind ividuals from the 
same firm for $7,000 and the other is 
for five executives at the "bargain 
price " of $10,000. Oh yes there are 
st ill the month ly dues tacked on of 
$200 and $300 respect ively. 

Then , on top of these rather steep 
costs there is a $5 per person hou rly 
court fee - whether for singles or 
doub les play. So if you are a tenn is 
fanatic who enjoys play ing, say, thr ee 
times a week , it w ill cost you in the 
neighborhood of $4,150 for the f irst 
year - a pretty fancy neighbo rhood! 
These prices are not inordinately out 
of line for private tennis clubs in New 
York City. 

If you do not happen to play tennis , 
you can save a lot of money . The 
Vertical Club offers a special 
membership for the squash and 
racquetba ll players which has a one 
time initiation charge of "only " $750 
and monthly dues of $40, plus , of 
course , the $5 per person per hour for 
the court rental. 

As for private clubs an individual pays 
an average of $50 a year and shares an 
average $10 an hour prime time court 
fee It all depends where the club 1s -
small town or big city - east, west , 
north or 50uth 

If you want to play in a private club for 
the least amount of money, move to a 
small town in the south . 

Oth er commercial squa sh club s in 
New York City (there are very few 
racquetba ll cou rts to date) w il l range 
from $16 to $20 per hour for prime 
t ime down to $5 to $6 fo r non-prime. 
But these c lubs can be jo ined for a 
nom inal $40 to $50 annua lly. Whe ther 
squash and racqu etba ll players are 
w il ling to comm it the mselves to an 
init iation fee of $750, plus anoth er 
almost $500 annua lly in mont hly 
dues , plus $5 per hour for the 
privilege and pleas ure proffer ed to 
them as members of the Vertica l 
Club is, at this po int, a real off -the­
cuff conjecture. 

The Vert ical Club has obv iously been 
planned and built for executive types 
and the eli te set. The midd le cla ss 
and blue co llar worke rs w il l not be 
able to afford to belo ng. So " The 
First Country Club in Manh attan " 
wi ll, indeed , be "str ictly limited " in its 
ult imate numbe r of memb ers. The 
advert ised luxury and le isure wi ll be 
availab le for a minus cule encl ave of 
affluent persons wh ich, in a way , is 
rathe r sad and too bad . On the other 
hand , hasn 't this always been true of 
practically a// private "country 
clubs ?" 

At any rate the rest of the racquetba ll 
P<?Pulation, i~ the rest of the country , 
will be watching the Vertical Club to 
see if Abe and Elie Hirschfield 's 
"dream " turns into a f inanc ial 
"nightmare ." And ordinary players 
will be curious to know what will 
happen to their workingman 's sport 
when it turns elegant in an exclusiv e 
city-country club. • 
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Beyond the Open 

The Older He Gets, 
the More He Wants to W in 
Burt Morrow Takes Two National Titles 

by Nick Longhurst 

Today they have both carved a well 
established niche for themselves in 
the game. The son , Mark Morrow is a 
professional and constant player on 
the pro tour. 

And his dad . . . Well Burton 
Morrow , who 's 57, just drops into the 
1979 Nationals and cleans up in the 
Golden Masters division, tak ing both 
the singles and double s titles and 
handing out donuts and defeats to 
the cream of the crop . 

Most of the time Burton Morrow can 
be found behind his dentist 's drill, 
pract ic ing his profession in 
Lakewood , CA, a suburban area just 

... south of Los Angeles. 

Six years ago a father and son 
walked onto an enclosed court in 
Long Beach, CA, c lutchi ng a coup le 
of paddles and an old tennis ball. 

It was the f irst time the pair of them 
had ever tried to play a newfangled 
game called "racquetball " and after a 
hour of strenuous play , they were 
both bitten by the bug . 

They graduated from padd les to old 
wooden racquets and then, for a 
birthday present, the son bought his 
father a shiny new aluminium 
racquet. 

. . . That is when he is not 
massag ing his competitive instincts 
on his local racquetball court. 

Burt and son started playing the 
game at the nearby Long Beach City 
college, making an inauspicious start 
on an open ceilinged court that was 
an interestingly non-standard 46 feet 
long and 25 wide . 

And just to make sure that the ball 
didn 't get out of hand and out of the 
court too often, there was a 30 foot 
high front wall. 

"Mark and I learned to play the game 
there, and the dimensions of the 
court gave us some training which 
has turned out to be very good today. 
No ceiling - so not much in the way 
of defensi ve play, and we learned to 
place the ball and kill it . That was the 
only way to end some of those 
rallies ," he explains. 

Burt's love of racquetball grew out of 
handball, which he took up in the 
midd le west whi le at dental school. 
Most of his formative on court 
experiences took place in the Town 
Club in Chicago , a club once owned 
by Bob Kendler which was the 
nursery for handball champions. 



Beginning with Old Sponge Ball 

Burt's background begins even 
farther back, almost 50 years ago 
when , as a kid in Brooklyn , he used 
to play against one wall with an old 
sponge ball. 

And when he was a 14-year-old at 
Montauk Junior High , he played in 
his first tournament. 

" The ·teachers used to organize a 
tournament in lunch hours . We would 
go off and play each other, then go 
back to school and tell the teachers 
who won the game . 11 

Then he picked up the game again 
while studying in the old University of 
Illinois Dental School in Chicago . 

"I was lucky , I never so much as hurt 
a finger while I played there, my 
hands never hurt and I never had an 
injury . 

" Then I moved out to California to 
practice dentistry and didn't play 
again for 10 years." 

Then he played a game against one 
of his daughter 's boyfriends . 

"And after that game my hands must 
have swollen up to twice the size. 
That was the writing on the wall - I 
waited to find something with a 
racquet ." 
In 1973 Burt and Mark entered their 
first tournament, again at the Long 
Beach Athletic Club , and got 
creamed . 

" Those guy down there made us look 
like beginners. ," 

But Burt kept playing . 

"I enjoy the competition more than 
anything else. What else is there in a 
sport other than the exercise and the 
competition?" 

To prepare for a tournament he trains 
a few weeks before, two or three 
nights a week . He went into the 
nationals ready to do his best. 

" I really did try to psych myself up to 
win, especially in the semi-final 
match I played against Carl Loveday. 

" I normally have a tendency to go 
into the court and take it easy for a 
bit. That's good if I think I can beat 
the guy because I can toy with him 
for a bit and finesse the ball. But w ith 
Carl, I really went in there to win. 

Serving Low Shots 

" I'm not much of a server but I really 
tried hard. I decided that in that 
part icular game against Carl, who is 
tough, that I would ace serve him . I 
went in there and served a lot of low 
shots. They just dropped over the 
short serve line and went into the 
wall. 

" Then every so often I would mix that 
up with some cross courts and some 
Zs and before I knew it it was six, 
eight, 10, 12 to nothing .. 11 

Burt has a strong philosophy about 
the way he plays racquetball. 

"I play an offensive game. I will only 
play defensively when I have no 
offensive shot to make. 11 And unlike 
most people he never prepares 
before a game. 

" I never practice before a game. If I 
work on my shots for two minutes 
before I play someone , I have done a 
hell of a lot. I just don 't have the 
patience to do that. I just get out 
there and try to win the game . 11 

He believes that a lot of his success 
is due to the amount he thinks on the 
court . "And that's the experience of 
years and years of handball and 
racquetball . 11 

The reigning Golden Master is also 
very emphatic about the du ration of 
his competitive playing life. 

"I'll be playing forever, 11 he says. 
"They keep extending the age group 
through 60 and 65. And as long as 
there is competition, I'll play. If there 
is no competition for me, I'll go down 
in a lower bracket and try out against 
the youngsters. 

" I like to win - but I like the 
competition even more ." • 

Court Shorts 

Any club that would like a free 
"Eyeguards Are 
Recommended" sign to post on 
their bulletin board or court door 
can write to Richard D. Bakke, c/o 
Pro-Tee Inc., 11108 Northrup 
Way , Bellevue, WA 98004 or call 
him at 206-828-6595 ... National 
Racquetball pictured seven 
eyeguards in the recent story, 
"Products that Protect Your 
Eyes." Ektelon also makes 

--
eyeguards , including the eye and 
nose bridge protector shown here 
.. . Chuck Spaulding, head of 
Spaulding Racquetball Clubs , 
Inc., was cover man and 
"Sportsman of the Year" in the 
February edition of Tennis Press, 
a St. Louis publication dedicated 
to racquet sports and running ... 
The Spaulding clubs recently 
bought Don Kessinger's 
Racquetball Club in Little Rock, 
AR .. . Dan Bertolucci, USAA 
associate coordinator, is a new 
member of the board of directors 
of the Youth Hall of Fame , which 
honored high school athletes and 
teams . Marty Hogan 
received special recognition at 
the event ... Du Pont has come 
out with Lucite® SAR, a super 
abrasion resistant acrylic sheet 
that clubs are using for · 
transparent court walls ... 
Women's Sports is the new 
monthly publication put out by the 
Women 's Sports Foundation .. . 
Thomas O'Brien is director of 
sales for Omega Sports, St. Louis 
based producer of racquets and 
equipment ... R.P.M. Distributors 
in Running Springs, CA, is 
holding beat the ball machine 
contests to introduce its new 
practice device, "The 
Racqueteer" . .. DBI Books, Inc., 
Northfield, IL, is running a special 
promotion to clubs on Steve 
Keeley's The Complete Book of 
Racquetball and on their newly 
issued Physical Fitness Digest. 
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USRA will extend 
1980 Regional 
Championships 
In order to accomodate the ever 
increasing numbers of amateurs the 
USRA has decided to expand the 
annual Regional Championships 
from 10 to 14. The increase in the 
number of these tournaments will cut 
down on the amount of travel 
necessary to attend these events and 
will distribute tournament play in 
cities and population centers, rather 
in arbitrary regions by states . 

Having become the largest single set 
of tournaments to occur on the same 
weekend in the country the USRA 
Regional Championships bring 
together the finest in area 
competition and provide the means 
for the best open men and women 
singles players to win trips to the 
National Championships . However 
the largest numbers of players in 
these tournaments are aspiring Band 
C competitors who are seeking to 
win titles gain experience and enjoy 
themselves in both singles and 
doubles play. 

Eventual plans include securing a 
sponsor for each of these 
tournaments in addition to our 
r-egular support from our official 
product manufacturers. The goal is to 
further enhance the tournaments so 
they are the finest events in each 
region, comparable to pro tour stops . 
With the smaller breakdown in terms 
of area and cities regional 
sponsorship should be easier to 
secure. 
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Intercollegiate 
Players Wanted; 
$10,000 Reward 
Now that our first - and successful 
- USRA Intercollegiate 
Championships are behind us, we are 
encouraging even more college men 
and women to send their names and 
address to my attention at our office. 
In this way we can notify you in 
advance of the information 
concerning the lntercollegiates and 
add you to our mailing list for the 
upcoming season . With a minimum 
of $10,000 in scholarship funds 
awarded by Leach and Seamco this 
tournament can mean a great deal to 
the participants in terms of financing 
their education. The main purpose of 
this competition, however , is to 
determine the team championship 
and award the Joseph G. Sobek team 
cup to the winning school. If your 
college has a racquetball program , 
they should be encouraged to 
compete preferably as a team . But 
individuals are, of course , eligible for 
the same benefits. Below is the list 
of the first ever USRA All Americans . 
Why not add your name to this honor 
roll? 

PARTNER/s 
WANTED 

Southern California Country Club 
project with racquetball , tennis, 

pools, health clubs, etc. $4 million 
total project. Need $2.5 million . 

Partner/s able to secure financing or 
cash with present partners equity of 

$1 million in land and financial 
statements of $2.5 million. 

Memberships pre-sold , cash flow 
available. Large return . Racquet 

Club Enterprises, P.O. Box 874, La 
Puente, Calif. 91747 (213) 96~5646. 

Terry Fancher 

1st Annu al USAA All Am erica Li st 
(Award to the ll rst lour lonls her s In each d ivi s ion ) 

Men 's # 1 Sing les: 
1 Bob Bolan , Scollsdale Com munit y College 
2 Keith Dunla p, Memph is Stale Un iversity 
3. Larry Fox, University of Mich igan 
4 Bob Phll ll py, Unive rsity o f Texas-Au s tin 

Men' s #2 Sing les: 
1. Dan Cohen , Memph is Sta te Uni versity 
2 Bil l Kane , Univers ity o f lll lno ls-Ch lca go Circl e 
3. John Feldman , Universi ty of Colo rado 
4 . Barry Allen , University of ll ll no ls 

Men 's Doubles : 
1. Pete Tash le/M lke Gor a, Memph is Sta te University 
2. Doug Sheperd lgla n/Mike Kau fman, Univers i ty of 
Mic higan 
3. Tom Stan ger/Roger Sho w , Univer sity o l ll lln ol s 
4 . Gary Morr ison/ Ken Koehn, Uni vers it y o f Co lor ado 

Women 's #1 Singles : 
1 Barb ara Faulke nberry , Air Fo rce Academy 
2. Mic hell e Bu saca, UCLA 
3. Elena Milde nberger , Can lscl us Colle ge 
4. Ju lie Fremder , Un iversity o f ll lln o ls 
Women's #2 Singles : 
1. Am y Gudbran sen . Coll ege of Lake Co unt y 
2. Terry Harr ing ton, Unive rsity o f Nebraska 
3. Jean ine Toman , Univers ity of Il li nois 
4 . Jea n Tapas, Lake Fo rest Co llege 

Women 's Doubles : 
1 Dawn Kel l/Maureen Blerm lngh am, Universit y o f llll nols 
2. Caro l We lsba cker/Lols W lesbr oo k, Lake Fore st 

(1 ~) kJubhaus ~ w of America, Inc . 

Be a part of Klubhaus of America, 
Inc . . . . a growing racquetball 
concern. We are interested In 

energetic, personable busine ss 
people with previous management 
experience to manage our four new 

facilities . Located in Indiana-and 
growing throughout the United 
States. Send resumes to Patty 

Thompson, Corp. Program Director, 
Klubhaus of America, Inc., 1589 
Indianapolis Road, Columbus , 

Indiana 47201. 



National Racquetball's 
Most Improved Players 
Worked Hard for Their Achievements 

Our response to Nat ional 
Racquetball 's Mo st Improv ed Player 
Award was overwhelming . It was also 
difficult to choose the most 
deserving player in many states 
because there were so many 
accomp lishments over the past year. 
Those who were not chosen , but who 
had made significant improvement, 
were given Honorable Mention to 
officially mark their progress. 

Of those who submitted evidence 
and support of their achievements 
there was no typical player. All age 
groups , skill levels , and both sexes 
were represented equally. It was 
amazing to read the letters from new 
mothers who took up the game to 
lose weight or from tennis converts 
or from fast rising junior stars. Many 
of these players started as novice 
players and are full or part time 
instructors at the very club where 
they learned to play. Many had also 
received publicity from their 
accomplishments from local news 
media and some will no doubt 
eventually become touring pros . 

One of the most noticeable aspects 
which stood out in practically every 
case tends to dispel the current myth 
that being successful in the sport of 
racquetball is less difficult than in 
most sports. Quite the contrary -
we found that a trem endous amount 
of time and effo rt went into the 
improvement of all the contestants. 
While racquetball is easy to learn, it 
is not easy to excell in . 

To the winners in each state we are 
sending a lifetime subscription to 
National Racquetball , Steve Keeley 's 
The Complete Book of Racquetball 
and a pair of Leach eyeguards, as 
well as a Most Improv ed Player 
certificat e. 

Congratulations to the players who 
won, thanks to everyone who 
participated - and start saving the 
records that will make you a 
candidate for NaUonal Racquatball's 
Most Improved Player next year. 

California 
Bob Holcomb , 18 • Buena Park• 
Plays at Anaheim Athletic Club 

Colorado 
Peggy Haddon, 31 • Arvada • Plays 
at Colorado Court Sports, Arvada 

Connecticut 
John Cassesse , 32 • Guildford • 
Plays at Downtown Racquet Club, 
New Haven 

Florida 
Richard W. Smith , 17 • Hollywood • 
Plays at The Courtrooms , Ft. 
Lauderdale 

Georgia 
Caryn McKinney, 21 • Atlanta • Plays 
at Atlanta Sport ing House 

Hawaii 
Pat McMican , 31 • Pearl City• Plays 
at Pearl Harbor Naval Station 

Illinois 
Sean Moskwa, 16 • Downers Grove• 
Plays at Glass Court, Lombard 

Iowa 
James E. Woolcock , 25 • Des Moines 
• Plays at Des Moines YMCA 

Kansas 
Scott Perry, 15 • Hutchinson• Plays 
at Hutchinson YMCA 

Louisiana 
Mark Bregenzer, 26 • Lafayette • 
Plays at Red Lerille's, Lafayette 

Maine 
Gene Fitzpatrick, 19 • Falmouth • 
Plays at Downeast Court Club, 
Falmouth 

Massachusetts 
Gregg J. Maloley , 25 • Waltham • 
Plays at Racquetball International, 
Burlington and Norwood 

Michigan 
Wil liam E. Pilkey , 28 •Warren• Plays 
at The Backwa ll Racquetbal l Club, 
Madison Heights 

Minnesota 
Gordon E. Allen, 37 • Minnetonka• 
Plays at the Court House, 
Minneapolis , and Northwest Racquet 
and Swim, St. Louis Park 

Nebraska 
Joseph Sacco, 16 •Omaha• Plays at 
Racquetball of Omaha 

Nevada 
Ann E. Young , 26 • Las Vegas • 
Plays at Las Vegas Racquetball Club 
and Sporting House 

New Jersey 
Evelyn Thomas , 25 • Lakehurst • 
Plays at Toms River Racquetball 

New York 
Elena Mildenberger, 19 • Lancaster , 
NY • Plays at Racquet Club of 
Eastern Hills 

Oregon 
Momi Lee, 15 •S alem • Plays at The 
Courthouse , Salem 

Pennsylvania 
Roberta Diamond, 39 • Ft. 
Washington • Plays at Ft. 
Washington Racquetball Club 

Vennont 
Cathy Brown, 31 • Colchester • Plays 
at Racquet's Edge, Essex Junction 

Washington 
Leilani Olbu, 27 • Seattle • Plays at 
University of Washington, Seattle 

West Virginia 
Jack Boyles, 27 • Morgantown • 
Plays at Col iseum, West Virginia 
University, Morgantown 

Wisconsin 
Jeff Plazak, 14 • Brookfield• Plays at 
Downtown Athletic Club, Milwaukee 
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Honorable Mention Awards 
The following playe rs made outstanding 
progress from June, 1978, to June , 1979. 

Most of them narrowly missed the winners' 
titles In their states - In some cases 

because the Most Improved Player had 
racked up a more spectacular record . In other 

cases it was simply that the honorable 
mention player had already achieved 
racquetball fame, (including National 

Racquetball coverage) while the winner in 
that state was an unsung hero. 

Leilani Olbu, Washington 

Leilani Olbu, a University of Washington 
graduate who's now taking physical 
education courses, placed second In the 
women's C division in September of 1978 at 
the Ice Cream Open In Beaverton, OR. By 
May of 1979 she was first place winner in the 
Bs and consolation winner In women 's open 
doubles In the Husky Open in Seattle . She 
even competed In the women's open at the 
Nationals in Tempe. One of her Instructors is 
Doug Wilson, USRA state chairman , who 
submitted her name to the National 
Racquetball contest . 

Jeff Plazak, Wisconsin 

Two of the state's veteran players - USRA 
State Chairman Bob Keenan and Joe Wlrkus 
- have worked with Jeff Plazak and watched 
him improve . Jeff has progressed from 
juniors divisions (he won the 13 and under 
last January In the USRA state 
championships) to being a consistent 
contender In the men 's Bs (he was a seml­
flnallst in the May SMASH tournament In 
Menomonee Falls) . 

Joseph L. Billh lmer, Jr ., 15 • Beachwood , NJ 
• Plays at Toms River Racquetball and 
Kangaroo Courts, Bricktown 

Scott Casady, 15 • El Cajon, CA• Plays at 
Helix Court House, Spring Valley 

Mary Ann Cluess, 25 • West Hempstead L.I., 
NY• Plays at Olympic Court Club , Pt. 
Washington 

Fran Cumm ings, 25 • Rivers ide , CA • Plays at 
Riverside Tournament House 

Al Freedman , 46 • Voorhees , NJ • Plays at 
Voorhees YMCA 

Karen Kimerling , 28 • Bronx , NY • Plays at 
Court Sports and Pelham Racquet Club , 
Pelham Manor 

Margo Knittel , 29 • Smithtown , NY • Plays at 
Blue Point Racquet Club and Off the Wall , 
Hauppauge 

Judy B. Leerer , 25 • Hollywood , FL • Plays at 
South Broward Racquet and Sports Club 

Mike Levine , 14 • Rochester , NY• Plays at 
Winton Racquet Club, Rochester 

Simon Lightman , 13 • Downsview , Ontario , 
Canada• Plays at Jew ish Community Center 

Jack Newman , 15 • Morton Grove, IL• Plays 
at Four Flaggs Court Club, Ni les 

Cira Nickerson , 25 • Bricktown , NJ • Plays at 
Racquet Forum, Little Silver, NJ 

Karen Paice , 14 • Inverness , IL• Plays at 
Court House and The Right Tenni s and 
Racquetball Club , Schaumburg 

Joe Peinado , 24 • Santa Barbara , CA • Plays 
at Santa Barbara YMCA 

Kelly R. Rasmussen, 18 • Jacksonville , OR• 
Plays at Medford Super ior Courts 

Bettie Richards , 42 • Penfield • Plays at 
Penfield Racquet Club 

John Sears, 29 • Springfield, OH • Plays at 
Springfield Court Club 

Phil Simborg , 34 • Homewood , IL• Plays at 
Tinley Park Racquetball 

Merrisue Soutor, 29 • Owatonna, MN • Plays 
at Faribault YMCA Owatonna Racquet Club 
and Apple Valley Courts 

Shad Thayer, 14 • Denver, CO • Plays at 
Tennis World's Racquet World 

Ray C. White, 32 • Grand Rapids , Ml• Plays 
at Grand Rapids Racquet Club 

John Weaver, 27 • San Diego , CA • Plays at 
Lance Alworth's Sports Center, San Diego 



Illinois State Racquetball Association 
Referees Committee Test 
Part II: 
Circle the correct answer or answers . 

42. After the ref calls the score , and the 
server hits a short serve , the ref must 
call the second serve - a. true - b. 
false -
43. The referee may not award a 
technical without giving the player "due 
warning ." - a. true - b. false -
44. Any ball which passes between the 
legs of a player is a hinder - a. true -
b. false -
45. If the !?'layer believes he may hit his 
opponent , he should - a. swing easy 
- b. try to swing in a way that won 't hit 
his opponent - c. hold up and call a 
hinder - d . hold up and request the ref 
to award a hinder -
46. Players in the court are not allowed 
to make comments - a. dur ing the 
rally - b. from the time the score is 
called until the ra lly ends - c. at any 
time or in any way that might dis tract 
the opponent -

47 . The first serve is short , and the 
second serve is good , but dur ing the 
rally , the ball breaks . After replac ing 
the ball the server gets - a. one serve 
- b. two serves -
48. The firs t serve is short , then the 
server hits a very soft lob serve 
whereby the ball is immedia tely 
discovered to be broken ; after 
replac ing the ball the server gets - a. 
one serve - b. two serves -

49. The referee calls a screen serve 
and the ball goes on to hit the back wa ll 
on the fly. The ref should - a. revise 
the call to a fault serve - b. allow the 
screen serve call to stand -
50. In a match with linesmen the 
referee is part ially blocked and is not 
completely sure of the call. The ref 
should - a. make the best guess and 
stick to it- b. make the best guess and 
if there is an appeal , inform the playe rs 

of the uncertainty and require the rally 
to go over - c. inform the players 
about the blocked view and request 
that the rally go over -
51. The player or team that wins the 
toss - a. must serve first in game 1 -
b. has the option of serv ing or receiving 
in game 1 -
52. If a player requests that a linesman 
be changed , the ref should - a. 
replace the linesman - b. replace the 
linesman if the other player does not 
object - c. replace the linesman if the 
referee feels there is an adequate 
replacement available -
53. In order to replace the ball - a . it 
must be broken or clearly defective -
b. both players must agree to do so -
c. the referee must determine that the 
ball should be replaced -
54 . Player "A" steps on player " B 's" 
foot jus t as player" 8 " is about to hit the 
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ball, but the ref does not see it or make 
any call. Player "8'' should - a . 
continue playing and ask for a hinder if 
he misses the shot or loses the rally -
b. hold up and call a hinder immediately 
- c . hold up and ask the ref for a 
hinder -
55. You are the ref in the situation 
above, and you did not see the contact, 
but player "B" chooses to hold up and 
informs you there was contact before 
the swing. You should - a. ask player 
"A" if there was contact , and if player 
"A" agrees, award a hinder - b. ask 
player "A" if there was contact, and if 
player "A" agrees, award an avoidable 
hinder - c . award the rally to player 
"A" and inform player " B " that the only 
call to make is a back swing hinder -
56. In doubles if the served ball passes 
between the server's partner and the 
wall, it is an automatic hinder- a. true 
- b. false-
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57. If the server hits the ball on the 
handle of the racquet while serv ing -
a. there is no penalty - b. it is a fault 
serve - c . it is an out serve -
58. The server may start moving with 
part of one foot outside the service 
zone so long as both feet are 
completely inside the service zone 
when the server bounces and strikes 
the ball - a. true - b. false -
59. Anytime both players agree to do 
so, they can overrule the referee - a. 
true - b. false -
60 . If a player wants to call a back 
swing hinder, the player must do so -
a. before striking the ball - b. as soon 
as possible - c . before the rally 
ends -
61 . If there are no linesmen , the only 
call the player can appeal is - a. an 
avoidable hinder - b. a back swing 
hinder - c. a fault serve - d . none of 
the above -

62 . If a serve is obviously going long 
and the receiver catches it before it hits 
the back wall , the ref should - a. 
award a point to the server - b. call a 
fault serve - c. allow the serve to go 
over-
63 . The referee call s the score, and 
then the receiver raises his racquet ; the 
ref should - a. say "hold it " - b. say 
nothing - c. award a technical or 
technica l warn ing and inform the player 
that he must raise his racquet before 
the score is called -
64 . The ref awards a hinder on the 
basis that playe r "A " was hit by player 
"B 's" shot. Player "A " claims that the 
ball hit the floor before it hit " A", and 
requests to be awarded the rally. In a 
match with linesmen can player "A " 
appeal the ref's call? - a . yes - b. 
no-
65 . The ref calls a hinde r, but player 
"A " wants to be awarded the rally 
because the shot "rolled out " and there 
was no way player "8" could have 
gotten to it. In a match with linesmen 
can player "A" appeal ? - a. yes - b. 
no-
66 . Player "A" hits an ace serve, and 
the referee calls it a point. Player "B " 
believes that it was a fault serve 
because player "A " foot faulted . In a 
match with linesmen can player " 8 " 
appeal? - a. yes - b. no -
67 . If the server 's partner is out of the 
box when the serve is hit , but the 
opponent hit a perfect kill shot on the 
return, the ref should - a. cal l a hand 
out - b . call a fault serve - c . call a 
lawyer-
68. The players are entitled to linesmen 
when - a. it is a semi-final or final 
match - b . when they both request it 
- c. when the referee believes it is 
necessary - d. when the tournament 
director determines -

Answers on page 66. 



USAA State Affiliates 
Alabama Illi noi s Nebraska/Sout h Dakota 
Jarry O'Neal Tom Street , Dick Kincade 
21 17 Magno lia Ave . Alan Shatzer Chuck Erickson 
Birmingham 35205 570 East Higgins Rd. 222 N. 44th Strea t 
205-326-0036 Elk Grove Village 60007 Llnooln 68503 

Alaska 
312-439 -3030 402-475 -5686 

Kavin Delaney /Pres . Indi ana Nevada 
Dano PaolinVV. Pres . J im Stevens Dan Seaton 
SRA 1304-J 7590 Harcourt Rd. 3727 Centenn ial Circle 
Anchorage 99502 Indianapo lis 46260 Las Vegas 89120 
907-344-0541 317 -297-4623 702-451 -5952 

Arizona Iowa New Hampshire 
Chuck Hallock Greg Steger Robert Blier 
Marc's Backwall (Co-Chairman) P.O. Box 333 
P.O. Box 275 2526 Nevada Manchester 03105 
Tempe 85281 Davenport 52804 603-627 -2254 
602-967 -000 1 319-386-6310 

Nick Pa len New Jersey 
John Marsh (Co -Chairma n) Doug Clark 
Phoenix/Matro Chairman 3352 Fodlhill Or. 23 Holmes Lane 
(Central) Dubuque 52001 Marllon 08053 
602-247-2041 319 -556 · 7007 609-983 -4812 

Casey Blitt Kansas New Mexico 
Tucson/Metro Chairman Rick Newoomer Gary MazaroH 
(Southern ) 1130 1 W . 88th St. 2622 San Mateo NE 
602-626-6239 Overland Park 66214 Alb uquerque 87110 

Arkansas 913 -888-9247 505-292-2411 

James Bixle r Kentucky New York 
1205 Caddo Apt. #9 Ray Sabb atine Jr. (Mid-Hudson) 
Arkadelp hia 71923 500 Lake Tower Dr . Tom Flannery 
501-246-9864 Unit # 110 3A Alpine Dr. 

Call lorn la Lex ing1on 40502 Wapp ingers Falls 12590 

Scott Deeds 606-269 -4280 914-297-5010 

5920 App ian Way Loui siana New York 
Long Beach 90803 Larry Bobb itt (Upstate Asan .) 
213-439 -5838 117 Doucet Rd. Lori Navi 

Lafayette 70503 115 Westm inster Rd. 
Color ado 

318-984-7256 Roche ster 14607 
Paul Swoboda 716-423- 1217 
¼ City Hall Maine 
1777 Broadway Danny Sull ivan No rt h Carolin a 
Boulder 80307 7 Arlington Ave . Bob Baxter 
303-44 1-3400 Westb rook 04092 800 Purdue SI. 

207-85 4-8623 Raleigh 27609 
Connecticut 919 -876-567 4 
Ja ck Fruin Massa chu setts 
167 High St. J im McConch ie Sout h Caroli na 
Naugatu ck 06770 RB Internat ional Char lie Whtie 
203· 729-9546 12 "A" Street APA Clemson Univ. 

Burlington 01803 Clemson 29631 
Delawa re 803-656-2477 
Eric Faddis 

617-273-1025 

75 East Main St. Michiga n North Dakota 
Box 174 Dennis Wood Kathy Schwartz 
Newark 19711 2808 S. Deerfie ld YMCA 400 1st Ave. South 

302-366- 1868 Lansi ng 489 10 Fargo 58103 

517-882 -8789 70 1-293-9622 
Florida 
Sabra Hadawa y Minnesota Oh io 
Corne r Court House Robert M. Adam Ron Ak ins 
1301 W . Cope ns Rd. Diamond Intl. Corp . 2500 Hollyview , N.E. 
Pomp ano Beac h 33064 7600 Parklawn Ave . North Canton 4472 1 
305-97 4-4310 Su ite 228 216-492-72 10 

Georg ia 
Edina 55435 Oregon 

Wayne Vincen t 
612-835 -6515 Reed Fitkin 

1677 Hillside St. Mlaslsslppl 25 10 Oakmon t Way 
Marietta 30032 Chuck Miner Eugene 97401 
404-971-544 1 2625 Courthouse Circle 503-687-2811 

Hawaii Jackson 39208 Pennsylvania 
Jane Goodsill 601-932-4800 J im Pru itt 
Central YMCA Missour i Center City Sports Club 
401 Atkinson Dr. Ron York 1818 Markel St. 
Honolu lu 968 14 1012 W. 104th St. Philadelphia 19103 
806-941-3344 Kansas City 64 114 215-963-0963 

Idaho 
816-942 -6436 

Dirk Burgard Mont ana 
130 N. Placer Russ Miller 
Idaho Falls 8340 1 Shepherd 59070 
208-523-0600 406 -373 -6390 

Rhode Island 
Jarry Melaragno 
15 Reva Street 
N. Providence 029 11 
40 1-274-4900 #569 

Tennea ... 
Lyle Adams 
5050 Poplar 
Suite #303 
Memph is 38 157 
901-761-2214 

Texas 
Dewey Strick land 
201 Vanderpoo l 
Houston 77024 
713-467-1558 

Utah 
Morgan Sayes 
944 E. Th ird St. 
Salt Lake City 84102 
801-521 -8042 

Verm ont 
Mike Gamache 
P.O. Box 2018 
So. Burlington 05401 
802-863-6105 

Virginia 
Ed Remen 
P.O. Box 218 
Ster ling 22170 
703-430-0666 

Wash ington 
Douglas A. Wilson 
5817 57 Ave., N.E. 
Seatt le 98 105 
206-524-3037 

West Virginia 
Dave Tay lor 
Rec. -
Intramural Sports OH. 
Stansbury Hall, -
w.v.u. 
Morgan town 26506 
304-293 -5221 

Wisconsi n 
Bob Keenan 
P.O. Box 203 
Wa les 53183 
414-968-2254 

Wyoming 
Dan Sell 
Kourt House 
208 McConnell 
Laramie 82070 
307-742-8136 

Canada 
Canadian Racquetball 
Assoc . 
333 River Rd. 
Vanier City, On tario 
K1L 889 
613-745-1247 

The sport with 
the big market 
for families. 
And the big 
potential for 
investors. 

You can now ente r on the 
ground floor of what is destined 
to be one high-rise of an inves t• 
ment : A CPI Racquet Ball 
"Family Court " Franchise! 

Racquet ball is going to be 
in the years ahead wh at tennis 
has been all along-only more 
so . Because racquetb all Is a 
sport that 's more access ible to 
a greater variety of people w ith 
a wider range of financ ia l 
means . Whole fam ilies can 
play - male , fem ale, young , and 
no t so young . It offe rs the same 
type skills and exerc ise benef its 
as tennis, yet Is eas ier to play 
and qu icker to learn . 

If you wi ll simply call us 
CO LL ECT - at 516/364-9270-
we w ill send you a comp lete 
package of Information on 
what a CPI Racquet Bail 
"Family Court" Franchise is 
ail about. 

Everything from what yo u 
need to become a CPI Fran ­
chisee, to what we offer once 
you are one . 

The racquetball industry is 
a success story that is un like 
any story you 've ever heard . 

And one that is destined to 
come true for many a person 
who-like yourse lf- are now ex­
ploring the possibi lity of making 
a CPI Racquet Bail " Family 
Court" Franchise their very own. 

CA LL COL LECT 
516/364-9270 
For your compl ete 
CPI Franct,ise! 

cpl 
CPI Racquet Ba tt 

" Fam ily Court " . Inc 
575 Undern,II Boutevara , 
Syosset . New York 11791 
516/364·9270 

DEPT. NR ; 
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If you are investing 
in racquetball, your 
management company 
should be 
Racquet Times 
We match your investment commitment w ith a conv inc ing 
reco rd of succe ssful court club managemen t, nat ionw ide : 
Inquire about us. Inquire of us . We 'll answer your que stions 
fully and candidly . To the serious investor in this sport s-industry 
we will supply references from other 
owner / investor s, from financ ial inst itut ions , 
and such speci alized source s as the 
situation requires . Ours is a 
management firm with a solid, 
successful record . If you are 
plann ing to buy or build , 
call us. 

RACQUET TlffllS~ ft 
Recreational Management Nationwide 

Kenneth Andrew, President 
Post Office Box 809 Dept. N R 
Stillwater, OK 74074 
405/372-8655 

• Racquet Time clubs in: Montclair. Ca.: Fresno. Visalia, Ca.: Oklahoma City : Monro eville, Pa.; Tucson, Ar iz.: 
Glad stone, Mo.: St. Louis (2), and under construction in El Cajon, Ca. 
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Upcoming Events 
Sept. 28-30 
Firs t Annual Coca Cola Open , Tr i-State Glove 
& Racquet , P.O. Box 2459, Winte rsvil le, OH 
43952, Tournam ent Direc tor Carol Wojc ik 
614-264-5565 

Oct. 19-21 
Fourth Annual Des Moine s Open Racquetball 
Tournament , Des Moines Central Y.M.C.A., 
101 Locus t , Des Moines, IA 50309, 
To urnament Direc to r Bob Al brigh t 
515-288-0131 

Tournament 
Writeups 
Pared Down 
National Racquetball condenses 
tournament writeups when space 
restrictions make it nec essary to 
print shorter reviews . Since we can't 
predict when we'll be heavy with 
tournament writeups , we suggest 
that you continue to send us full 
results. The best way to draw 
attention to your tournament at any 
time is to send clear black and white 
photos of the action. A reminder , too , 
to include the place where the 
tournament was played, the date 
when it took place and the person 
(with phone number) to contact if we 
need more information. 

UNUSUAL 
OPPORTUNITY 
Learn the Recycling 
Business, Teach and 

Promote Racquetball at the 
Same Time. 

Contact: Jim Silvers 
at 603-542-8755. 

Excellent Starting Salary. j 



DYNAMICS ® PROUDLY ANNOUNCES 
The World's Finest Health & Fitness Machines 

Dynam ics Health 
Equip . Mfg . Co., Inc . 
1538 College, So. Houston, Tx . 77587 
713-946-5734 
1-800-231-4245 

The Ultimate In 
Result Producing 
Variable Resistance 
Equipment 

Full Line Catalog and 
Literature Avallable on 
• Over 100 Exerc ise Machines 
• Saunas 
• Whirlpoo ls 
• Steam 



Tournament Results 

Please send loumamenls results (and 
clear black and while action photos) lo 
Terry Fancher. USAA, 4101 Dempster 
St . Skokie . IL. 60076 . Type your results 
double spaced using the form you see on 
these pages Use first and last names the 
first time you wnle abou1 a player (in 
doubles matches. too) and last names 
only when you mention the player again 
Allow two months or more for your 
toumament wnleup to appear here . 

Wisconsin 
The brother team of Ken and Dan Frank 
pulled an upset win in the th ird Annual USRA 
Wisconsin State Doubles Championsh ips 
June 22 • 24 at the Supreme Court in 
Madison . 

Results 
Ou1rter■: Paul lkler/Brad Armstrong d . Don and Mark 
Forrer 21-9, 21-13; An Guen1her/BII I Billy d . Brian Parrol 
/ BIii Schultz 21-17, 21-17; Ken and Dan Frank d. Dan 
Murray/J im Luchl 21-14, 21-18; Joe Wl rku s/Dave Hulls d . 
Pappy Joh nson/Tom Phllllp s 21-3, 21-18 

Semi■ : lkler/Armsirong d . Guenlher/B llty 21-13, 2 1-13, 
Frank/Frank d . Workus/Hult s 16-21, 21-20 , 11-10 

Fln1lo: Frank/Frank d. !k ier/ Armstrong 21-20. 7-21, 11-5 

Women 's Open 

Qu1rter■: Ju li e Jacobsen / Karen Flnk elnbu rg d . Sharon 
Telander/Lisa Bri ckson 21-12, 21-11; Sue Bechard /La ura 
Sidello d . Th eresa Gnewuch/Debb ie Corliss 21 -13, 2 1-16; 
Nola Ward/Sheryl Krause d . Dyanne Singler / Sue Joy 
Sabota 21-15, 21-14; Pal Hull s/Sandy Middleton d . Jan ice 
Lu chl/ Ba rb Sowinsk i 21-12, 21-6 

Semis : Bechard/S ldello d. Ja cobsen/Flnke lnburg 9-21, 
21-16, 11-5; Ward /K rau se d . Hults/M id dleton 21-15, 21- 17 

Fln1ls: Ward/K rause d. Bechar d/Sl dello 21-14, 21-19 

Men's B 

Ou1rter■: Bob Tercek/Jay Griffin d . Wally Plazak/Jeff 
Piatak 19-21, 21-18, 11-1; Dick Weis / La rry Zanonl d. Steve 
and Scoll Llndenau 16-21, 21-20, 11-0; Ha nk 
Stelnklller/Jerry Fisher d. Schne lder/W Iis on 9-21, 21-9, 
11-5; Frank Neu/Dave Anderson d . Ben Wl rkus/ Dennls 
Ryan 21-15, 21-11 

Semis : Ter cek/Grlffln d . Wels /Zanonl 21-19, 21-13, 
Neu / Ander son d. Slelnmlller/Fishe r 21-13, 14-21, 11-1 

Fln1l1 : Neu/Anderson d . Tercek/ Gr i ffln 2 1-13, 21-11 

Senio rs 

Qu1rter■: Tim Lalllmer/Frank Neu d . Jerry Hoff/B ob 
Keenan 2-21, 21·9, 11-8; Ivan Bruner/Chet Howard d. Merrit 
Norvell/Jack Palmer 2 1-10, 21-9; Dan Klyve-Wood/Dlck 
Kinney d . Claude Manning/Wally Piatak 21-18, 21-13; Jim 
White/John Fazio d. Don Isab el l/Martin Cook 21-10, 21-14 

S1mlo: La1tlmer/Neu d . Bruner / Howard 21-14, 21-12, 
Klyve -Wood/Kln ney d. Whit e/ Fazio 21-19, 21-14 

Fln1ls : Klyve -Wood /Klnney d . Latt ime r/Neu 21-16, 21-12 

Women's B (Round Robin) 
1st - Carol Collet ti/Joan Schallern, 2nd - Joann 
Pruitt/Dorothy Bergmann, 3rd - Barb Swetllk/Dla ne 
Wlrkus 

JUNIORS 17 and Under (Round Robin) 
1st - Dan Murray/Dino Plsc ione, 2nd - Bob & Brian 
Kohl, 3rd - Mike Manning/Mark O'Donnell 

JUNIORS 15 end Under (Round Robin) 
1st - Bob Kinney/Sheryl Krause, 2nd - Br ian Kohl/Jeff 
Plazak , 3rd - Bryan Cassidy/Brad Hults 

JUNIORS 12 and Under (Round Robin) 
1st - Larry Gnewuch/Steve Maasch, 2nd - Alex & 
Stephanie Weis, 3rd - Paul Kreuger/BIII Ersbo 
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Connecticut 
The 1979 U.S.R.A. Wallingford Open , directed 
by Kathy Perez and sponsored by Hawthorne 
Inn In Berlin, CT, took place May 25-27 at the 
Wallingford Clubhouse. 

Results 
Men's Open 

Ou1rtors : Rob Mc Kinney d. Dave Yurga itls 21-12, 21-13 ; 
Jack Fruon d. Paul W ic ha 21-17, 21-4; Ed Castillo d . Dick 
Wells 21-13, 21-9; Dave Luft d. Howa rd Packer 2 1-13, 2 1-11 

Semis: McKinney d. Fruin 2 1-13, 2 1-12, Lu ll d . Castillo 
21-13, 21·9 

Finals : McKinney d . Lu ll 21-4, 21-15 

Men'• B 

Quarters : Dave Mackelcan d . Joe Barb lno 21-12, 2 1-5; 
Harvey Adler d. BIii Wela) 21-11, 21-16; Jerry Terraclno d. 
Barry McDermott 15-21, 21-7, 11-2; Larry DeMa lda d . Al 
Lew is 21-13, 21-10. 

Semis: Mackelcan d. DeMa lda 21-7. 21-3; Terra c lno d. 
Adler 16-2 1, 21-11, 11·6 

Finals : Mackelcen d . Terrac lno 21-16 , 21-10 

Men's C 
Qu1rt1rs : Ja ck Mush ln d. Steven We iss 21-13, 21-7; Ira 
Kroopneck d. Rober Pould ler 21-10, 21-15; Mike C llf ford d . 
Martin Rub in 21-9, 21-17; Tony DINICOia d. Joe Dema lda 
21-14, 21-9 
Semis: Mushln d. DINl cola 21-6, 21-14; Kroopneck d. 
C li fford 21-13, 12-21, 11-6 

Fln1l1 : Mushin d . Kroo pn eck 20-2 1, 21-12, 11-4 

Mon's Open DoublH 

Ou1rters: Howard Packer/ Jack Nocera d. Ira 
Kroopne ck/ Martln Rub in 21-5, 21-8; Jerry Yee/Dave Lull d . 
Dave Mackelca/Don OeFraff 21-11,-2 1-18; Ed Castillo /Tom 
Walt z d. Dic k Well s/Larry Ska ff 19-21, 21-3, 11-9; Ja ck 
Fruin/Scott Anderson d . Bruce Daly/D ick Wolverlon 21-17, 
21-15 

Samia : Nocera/Packer d . Fruin/Anderson 2 1-6, 2 1-13; 
Yee/Luft d . Castillo/Waltz 11-21, 21-17, 11·8 

Finals : Nocera/Parker d . Yee/Lull In a forfeit by Injury to 
Luft 

Ohio 
The Middletown Racquetball Club In Franklin 
held its Second Annual House tournament 
June 1-3. 

Results 
Woman's C: 1st - Kathy Zumbahlen, 2nd - Barb Barker. 
3rd - Jon i Earach, Cons . - Karen Robinson 

Woman', B: 1s t - Debb ie Constantine, 2nd - Nancy 
Chapman, 3rd - Mars ha Curtis, Cons . - Peggy 
Blmschleger 

Woman's Open : 1st - Lori Heidtman , 2nd - Jane l 
Sn ider, 3rd - Nancy Chapman , Cons . - Margie Farkas 

Man's C: 151 - John Michael, 2nd - Greg Llo yd, 3rd -
Steve Wood, Cons . - Dan Long 

Man's 8 : 1st - Doug Barker, 2no - Jerry Arn ol d, 3rd -
Gregg Smith, Cons . - Len Stahl 
Man'• Open: 1st - Denny Slit singer, 2nd - Jack Dallon, 
3rd - Roy McKay, Cons . . Early Heidtman 

Ohio 
Two of the five Dayton area Circu it Court 
r.acquetball clubs held the Third Annual 
Dayton Area To urnament Jun e 8-10 as a 
fund raiser for the Ch il dren's Medical 
Cente r in Dayton for purchas e of 
equipment for the hospital 's Pulmon ary 
Fu nctio n Lab . · 

Results 
Men's Open Single s: 
lsl - Mike Sipes , 2nd - Bob Ellis 

Men 's Senior Singles: 
1st - J im Mar sh , 2nd - Elijah Helton 

Men 's B Singl es: 
lsl - Gary Harr ison , 2nd - Tony Berkeme ler 

Men 's C Singles : 
lsl - John Marl nlch, 2nd - Brook e McCarl er 

Men 's Novice Singles : 
lsl - Ed Myers, 2nd - Fellx Gue rra 

Men 's Open Doub les : 
1st - S,pe s/Cll fl oro , 2nd - Hellon / McKl nl ey 

Men' s B Doubles : 
lsl - Kent Fu sselman/Ron Yanu cc l, 2nd - Randy 
Fre es/ Dave MIiier 

Women 's Open Singles : 
lsl - Becky Callahan , 2nd - Sandy Br ick ley 

Women 's B Singles : 
1st - Deb Sharlle , 2nd - Rosi e Ma xwell 

Women's C Singles : 
1st - Joyce McK inn ey, 2nd - Sand y Hyre 

Women 's Novice Singles : 
1 sl - Cath y Mapes, 2no - Shi r le ne Leonard 

Women ' s B Doubles : 
1s1 - Hyre/Wo l l! , 2nd - Maxwell/D iane Reit z 

* DEVELOPERS * ARCH_ITECTS * CONTRACTORS 

Save With New 
HANDBOOK 
OF SPORT COURT 
CONSTRUCTION 
FOR RACQUETBALL 

AND SQUASH COURTS 

LEARN: 
• FUTURE PROFITS 
• PRESENT COSTS 
• MARKET SURVEYS 
• SITE SELECTION 
• FINANCING 
• CONSTRUCTION 

METHODS 
• MUCH MOREi 

PER COPY : $14.95 P.PD. 
ADD $1.50 FOR AIR MAIL 
OHIO RES ADD 4½% TAX 

SEND TO 

SUNBURY BOOKS 
P.O. BOX 253 DEPT N-1 
SUNBURY, OHIO 43074 



California 
Over 100 entrants from the Bay Area , 
northern California and Nevada played in the 
Third Annual Womens Racquetball Classic 
May 4.5 at Sacramento Handball Racquetba ll 
Club. 

Results 

Open Singles 

Querter s: Cindy McGovern d . Mary Ellen Cam ill i, Adele 
Morar d Dana Miller, Con n, e John son d Jud y Brandt, 
Sharon Ferra d Marra Hyne 

Semis: Morar d . Mc Govern , Ferra d Jo hnson 

Finals: Ferra d . Morar 

Open Singles Conso letlon 

Semis: Mill erd Camill i , Hyne d. Brandt 

Flnel s: MIi ier d Hyne 

B Singles 

Quarters : Liz Anderson d . Kat hy Poe , Donna Whitmore d . 
Jayne Presnell , Sandy Palmer d . Peggy Twedt , Peggy 
Wayte d Nancy Reed 

Semis : Anderson d . Whitmore , Wayle d . Palmer 

Finals : Wayto d . Anderson 

B Singl es Consolation 

Quarter s: Bettye Swart d Pam Cross , Nancy Fowler d 
Kathy Schmid t, Vick i Cra ig by forfe it, Pearle Woodall d. 
Sandy Robin son 

Semis : Swart d Fowler , Woodall d . Cra ig 

Finals : Swan d . Woodall 

C Singles 

Quarters : Kim Kltt lls en d . Raye Thomas , Donna Parllo d. 
Irene Miyasato , Preston Shack elford d Ka thleen Hultman , 
Terri Ulloa d. Al icemarle Hugh so n 

Semis: Parl lo d . Klll i lsen, Shackelford d. Ulloa 

Finals : Sha ckelford d . Parrlo 

C Singles Consolation 

Quarter s: 0 1 Ma rshall d Ruth Baye r, Panda Ray d . 
Shannon Harden , Terry Harwo od by forfeit , Lor i 
McKannay bye . 

Semis : Marshall d . Ray , Harwood d McK ann ay 

Finals : Ma rshall d. Harwood 

D Singles 

Quarters: Regin a Whited . Holl y Fe rrl s·Ellloll , Li nda 
Russe ll d. Do nna Stewa rd , Jan Tucker d . Kath ie Sabato , 
Janet Marcotte d. Tracy Bass 

Semis: White d. Russe ll by default , Marco lied . Tucker 

Finals: Marco tt e d. Wh i te 

D Singles Consolation 

Quarters : Kathi Tsch ida d Linda Powe ll , Joy Evans d . Lo ri 
Guillen, Carolyn Felke r d . Kat Menton , Barbara Weigle in 
d Kr lssa Anderson 

Semis : Evans d . Tsch ida , Felker d . We ig lein 

Finals: Felker d. Evans 

Seniors (Ro und Rob in), Order ol Fini sh, won -lost : Karen 
Mac hado 5·0, Sharon McOueen 4• 1, Donna Betz 3-2, Angle 
Flsc hlnger 2-3, Kathleen Ho lla nd 1•4. Barbara Van Gundy 
0.5 (ln Jury default from tournament) 

Open Doubles (Round Rob in): Cindy McGovorn/ Belly e 
Swa rt 4-0, Adele Mor ar/S ha ron Ferra 3-1, Con nie 
John son/Vicki Cra ig 2·2, Mar la Hyne/Karen Macha do 1·3 , 
Judy Brandl/P eggy Twedt 0-4 

B Doubles 

Quarters : Presnell/ Wayte d . Harris / Wright. Baruck/Yard d. 
Mlyasa to l Par llo , Kltlllsen/Marshall d. Morr ow/Ha rden, 
Wh itm ore/Rood d . Brya nt/ Fe lker 

Semis: Presnell/Wayt e d . Baru ck /Yard , Whitmore/R eed d . 
Klttlisen/Mar sha ll 

Finals: Whitm ore/ Rood d. Presne l l/Wayte 

B Doublea Consolation 

Quartera: Tucke r/Blehm d. Betz/Fls chlnger, 
Heiner /Wal ke r bye , Ca lvin/T aylo r bye , Ullo a/ Bayer d. 
Stromberg/Tsch ida 

Semla: Tucker/Blehm d . Heine r/Walker , Ulloa / Bayer d 
Calvin/Taylor 

Fln■la: Tucker/B lehm d. Ulloa / Bayer 

New Jersey 
Racquetime of Waldw ick held Its First Annual 
Racquet ime Tournament Jun e 23-24 . 

Results 
Men 's A 

Quarter ,: Larry Sheridan d. Steve Llepo ld 21•4, 21·9: Don 
Ryan d Dan Skelton 21· 19, 21-17; Ed Denn ing d. Jo hn 
Landgraf 2 1-13, 21•4; Ju li o Torres d . Dave Scallerg la 21-12, 
21-9 

Semis: Sherida n d. Ryan 21·2, 21·9. Torres d Denn ing 
21-10, 2 1-4 

Finals : Torres d Sher idan 21·20, 2 1· 16 

Men· • B 

Ou■ rt■rs: N ick Gal lo d . Fred Ton et ti ; Charl ie O'Neil l d BIii 
Hammer 4-21, 21·9, 11-8; Joe Bischoff d . Dave Lew is 21-15, 
21-16; Arthur Sakow lt z d Mike Mas t rog,a como 21-16, 
20-21, 11-8 

Sem is: Gallo d . o·Nelll t7-2t , 21•7, 1 t • tO, Sakowltz d . 
B,scholl 21-15, 21•16 

Finals : Sakow itz d Gallo 21-10, 21-6 

Men's C 

Quarter s: Tom Relnig d . Vinn ie Saputo 20.2 1. 16·21, 11- tO; 
Joe Guar ig li a d. Bill Madormo 21•7, 21. 11; Don Auld d . 
Frank LoRu sso 21·9, 21•20; Robert Coogan d. Tom 
Ba tewell 21-12, 2t , 15 

Semis : Guarigl,a d . Reln lg 21•17, 21-14 , Auld d Coogan 
21-17, 21 10 

Fin als: Auld d Guariglia 21-14, 21-19 

Women 's B 

Quarters: Melan ie Hamm er d Jeanne Reonig 21•4, 2 1·9: 
Trudy Buis d . Barbara Adamski 21-6, 21· 11, Amy Smith d. 
Maryanne Hammer 21·12, 18-21, 11-3; Candy Hooley d. 
Renee Barbagallo 11·21, 21· 13, 11·3 

Semis : Hamm er d. Bu is 2 1-12, 21· 13, Hooley d. Smith 21-8, 
21•7 

Fina ls : Hammer d. Hooley 21· 10, 21-16 

Woman'■ C 

Ouartora : Debb ie Van Saud d. Judy Denning 21·9, 21· 13; 
Leeanne Barbagallo d. Grace Ann ich iar ico 21-6, 21-5; Sue 
Beh ri nger d. Jayne Minger 21·2. 21-12; Pat Semenze d. 
Lyn n Lewis 21-3, 21·9 

Somla: Barbagallo d. Van Saun 21. 11, 21-16, Semenza d . 
Behr inger 21-16, 21-11 

Flnala: Barbaga llo d. Semenza 21-16, 21-11 

Junior• 

Quartera: Jim O'Connor d Ju lio Torres Jr . 21-10, 21-9; 
Steve Schmid t d . Joe Flagella Jr . 2 1. 10, 21-12; Brian 
Greenspan d. Scott Kenedy 21·8, 2 1-6; Mic hael 
Mammollto d . Leeanne Barbagallo 2 1•7, 21·7 

Semis: O'Connor d. Schm idt 21·5, 21·11, Greenspan d . 
Mammo llto 21•7, 2 1•14 

Flnala: O'Connor d. Greenspan 21-6, 21~ 

Indiana 
Racquetball East and South held the 1978-79 
Club Champion ships April 6-a, w ith a notable 
increase in women participants over last year. 

Results 
Men's A Consolation : Jerry Lachat d. Char lie Go rdon 

Mon's B: Greg McCall d . Chan Frothingham 

Men 's B Consolation : Ken t Schnack d . Leo Fang 

Men 's C: Truman Evans d. Jerry Armstrong 

Men 's C Consolation : Char les Tudor d . Jell Glass ley 

Men's D: Russ Zurawka d. Joe Jones 

Men 's D Consolation : Rusty Mason d. John Roessner 

Women ·s B: Patia Horan d . Lori Fishe r 

Women 's C: Carol Taylor d . Barb Pritchard 

Women 's D: Rob in Streets d Kim Huser 

The fastest 
growing business internationally 

Do your homework now ... in Chicago we can offer both the court 
club development seminar, followed by ourmanagement/personnel workshop 

Chicago• September 14-15 • 
7 p.m .-10 p.m. Friday ; 9 p.m.-5 p.m. Saturday 
Sheraton North Shore , North Brook , Ill. 
933 Skokie Blvd. Area Code 312-498-6500 
Court Club Deve lopment• 
$150 per person, $100 for second and succeeding persons from same group 

Chicago• September 15-16 • 
7 p.m.-10 p.m . Saturday; 9 p.m.-5 p.m . Sunday 
Sheraton North Shore, Northbrook, Ill. 
933 Skokie Blvd. Area Code 312-498-6500 
Manag eme nt/Personnel · 
$200 per person , $150 for second and succeeding persons from same group 

COURT CLUB ENTERPRISES I Special for both · 
360 Park Drive, Northbrook , Ill. 60062 $300 per person, $250 for second and 
Area Code 312-272·4508 succeeding persons from same group 

---------------------------------------------------------PleaM reMrve: ( )place(s) Chicago Workshop 
( )place(s) Chicago Court Development 
( )place(s) for both . .. 

Name ___ _ _ _ _ _ __ CLUB __________ _ 

Address ___________ _____ ______ _ 

City ___ _______ State ____ Zip ____ _ 

Now available-Needed "Toole" 
Naw Seminar Report Booklat-S15 D 

New 80-Mlnuta Tape Ca ... tte-Feaalblllty of Court Club - $10 D 
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Michigan 
Twenty -nine contestants partic ipated in first 
round qualify ing matches at Livon ia 
Racquet lme Center in Livonia for the Nat ional 
Court Clubs Association Amateur 
Racquetball Championsh ips June 29 • July 1. 

Winners advanced to the nat ional final s In 
Southfield, Ml in August. 

Results 

Men ' • 8 
S.mlo: Chri s Ki ndred d. Tony Salvadore 21-5, 16-21, 11-5; 
Steve Jez ior ski d . Carl Pallerson 11-21, 21-10. 11-10 

Flna la: Je ziorski d . Kin dred 18-21, 21-5, 11-1 

First round qualifying matche s drew 94 
entries at Southfield Racquetime Center in 
Southfield for t he N.C.C.A. tourn ame nt. 

Results 

Men '• A 
S.mla : Mall Richardson d . Marty Kaufman 21-14, 21-17; 
Gerald Green d 8111 Csatarl 21-13, 12-21, 11-3 

Ffnala : Green d . Richardson 16-21, 21-20, 11-5 

Men '• 8 
Semla : Kevin Haye s d. Ernest Fran klin 21-20, 13-2 1, 11-7; 
Richard Erikso n d . Pierce Ward 21-11, 21-9 

Flnela : Erikson d. Hayes 6-21. 21-3,11 -9 

Men ' • No•lce 

Semla : Alfr ed Wrigh t d. Howard Berlin 2 1-13, 2 1-6; Ma rk 
Erikson cl. Dan Dutcher 12-2 1, 21-18, 11-2 

Ffnal a: Erikson d . Wr ight 21-12, 21-15 

Women'•A 

S.mlo: Karen MIiier d . Sharon Wright 21-14, 21-17; Lynn 
Bernade ll d . Ba rb Swaab 21-13, 2 1·3 

Flnalo: Mil ler d . Bernadelle 21-18, 21-16 

Women •• 8 

Seml o: Pal Boumansour d . Pam Csa ta ri 21-20, 12-21, 11-7; 
Joyce Franklin d . H il ary Lee 21-20, 21-13 

Flnala : Frank lin d . Boumansour 21-19, 21- 13 

Women'• Novice 

Semla : Laura Glaser d . Lis a Raymo 12-21, 21-16 , 11-10; 
Lo is Priebe d. Pat Remondono 21·1 , 21-0 

Flnala : Prieb e cl Gla ser6-2 1, 21-18, 11•7 

Sixty-one contestants took part in the first 
round qualifie rs at N.C.C.A. matches at Taylor 
Racqu eti me Center in Taylor . 

Results 

Men's B 

Semla : Joe Fusco d. Bob Cardone 2 1-2, 19-2 1, 11-4; 
Richard Doty d. Mark Young 21-15, 21-18 

Final s: Dot y d. Fusco 21 -4, 21-19 

Men '• Novice 

Semlo: Tod d Bedenls d . Greg Keresl 21·2, 21-7; Den nis 
Prlckell d Patr ick Lacey 21-9, 21-12 

Finals: Pricke ll d. Bedenls 15-21, 21-12, 11-8 

Women 's Novice 

Semis : Diane Missle r d . Lu isa Colasanti 21-4, 21-4; Lois 
Hamme r cl. Denise Ostendorf 21-5, 21·8 

Fln■la: Hamme r cl. Missler 21-10, 21-5 

ISRA Referee Quiz 
Answers Sheet 
Answers to questions on page 59- 60 , 

42 . a 56 . a 
43 . b 57 . C 

44 . b 58 . b 
45 . d 59 . b 
46 . C 60 . b 
47 . b 61 . d 
48 . a 62 . a 
49 . a 63 . b 
50 . a 64 . a 
51 . a 65 . b 
52 . C 66 . a 
53 . C 67 . b 
54 . C 68 . d 
55 . a 

~ 

COMBATCiWSES. 
PRESCRIPTION ALL-SPORT EYEGUARD FOR RACQUETBALL, HOCKEY, 

FOOTBALL, SQUASH AND OTHER FRIENDLY GAMES. 

WIDE-VISION.~ 
WRAPAROUND PLASTIC 

LENS GROUND 

.. 

A DJUSTABLE 
HEADBAND 

TO YOUR PRESCRIPTION DE TEMPORAL 
NOFcx:; VENT PROTKTION 

If you wedr gldsses, the Rdinbo Prescription All-Sport Eyeguard will be 
the most serious piece of sports equipment you cdn own. 

RAINBO PRESCRIPTION ALL-SPORT EYEGUARD 
NOW AVAILABLE AT YOUR EYE CARE SPECIALIST. 

FOR IN FORMATION CALL (800)423-5221 . IN CALIFORNIA CALL COLLECT (213)999-4330 . 
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Racquetball .. . 

Handball .. . • C ~ Squash ... 
~b Paddle ball 

Hundreds of court installations, without a failure, 
mean proven performance. Here's why! 

The material is premium grade 62-P 
hi-density, hi-pressure laminated court 
panel system . 

Playability is true and consistent , with 
uniform ball action and sound . 

cJ/i. Supe,;o, quanty and long Hfe. 

Minimal maintenance, never needs 
paint , cleans with soap and water . 

Complete court package designed 
and engineered to fit your needs and 
budget. 

Dimensionally stable, structurally 
sound, non-sweating surface . 

Exacting specifications and full inspec­
tion procedures prior to shipment. 

Faster installations, no downtime rev­
enue loss . 

Highly trained experts make all instal­
lations, backed by double guarantee 
from World Courts, the court systems Resists chipping, cracking, scratching 

and marring from racquet contact. · specialists. 

Call or write for complete details: 

World Courts, Inc. 
554 Main Street 

Indoor Running Tracks 

Distributor of 
Championship Floors 

S. Weymouth, MA 02190 Portabl e or Permanent 
Phone: (617) 337-0082 '----------J 

II Product of 
Dept. NA FIBERESIN 

Industries, Inc. 
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Staff Expands 
Dick Squires New National Racquetball East Coast Editor 

As racquetball invades 
the eastern part of the 
country - even pulling 
some players away from 
their traditional squash 
games - so does 
National Racquetball's 
coverage expand 
geographically . 

With Dick Squires new 
National Racquetball east 
coast editor readers can 
expect to be entertained 
and informed by a writer 
whose charm and good 
humor match his 
expertise. 

Squires is best known to 
National Racqu etball 
readers for the three part 
excerpt on racquetball 
from his book Th e 
OTHER Racqu et Sports, 
published by McGraw­
Hill. Since National 
Racqu etball reprinted 
Squires' observations on 
"Racquetball - The Word 
Kill, " readers have 
enjoyed Squires' report of 
the New Haven CT, pro 

IN RA.CQU£.T~LL, YOU'~ SUPR:?SfD 
-V GI 1/Eo 'rtXJR OPR'.JNf NT A CLfAR 0l.TH 
TO J-\lf fHG !?ALL TO Tl-IE WALL. 
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tour stop and, in this 
issue, his view of 
Manhattan's new Verti cal 
Club . 

Squires, who hails from 
Bronxville, a New York 
City suburb, was captain 
of the tennis and squash 
teams at Williams College 
and New England 
Intercollegiate singles and 
doubles tennis champion . 
He even took part in the 
1968 Olympics -
captaining the U.S . 
Fronton Team (two 
racquet-paddle sports 
played on a variation of a 
Jai alai court) . 

Now racquetball is his 
game - and his business . 

When h e researched all 
the racquet sports for his 
book , h e found 
racquetball was the sport 
with a future. That led to 
his current career 
directing operations at the 
Downtown Court Club in 
New Haven . 

Nick Longhurst writing 
out of California and 
Squires writing out of 
Connecticut will give 
National Racquetball 
readers first hand 
accounts of the peopl e , 
trends and events making 
racquetball news from 
coast to coast. 

by Jeff Millar & Bill Hinds 



Racquet 
Research 
When scientists put sports 
under their microscopes, 
there's no telling what 
wisdom will emerge. 
Among information 
researchers and instruc­
tors from around the 
world shared about 
badminton, racquetball, 
squash and tennis at a 
National Symposium on 
Racquet Sports last June 
in Champaign, IL: 
• What a player says to 
himself or herself during 
play can influence control 
under pressure, concen­
tration and how the 
player visualizes 
sequences. 
• High speed movies 
and radar readings of an 
experimental group 
showed that A players hit 
the ball 38.4 percent 
lower than B players, who 
in turn hit the ball 30. 9 
percent lower than C 
players; stride lengths for 
the A players were 12.3 
percent longer than those 
of B and C players; A 
players hit with a closed 
racquet face, while B and 
C players hit with open 
racquets, and higher level 
performers consistently 
hit the ball between 104 
and 123 miles per hour , 
with velocities dropping 
36. 9 percent for lowest 
level performers . 
• The anatomical nature 
of the human hand is 
capable of operating a 
racquet whereas the hand 
of the other primate is 
incapable of swinging a 
racquet as in a game 
situation. 

An Eye for the Grotesque? 
National Racquetball 
Photographer Arthur 
Shay - who's been 
taking pictures profession­
ally since 1951 and has 
well over 15,000 published 
photos, including Time 
covers to his credit -
recently showed his work 
for the first time in an art 
gallery. Pallas 
Photographica in 
downtown Chicago. 

Shay's fans flocked to the 
opening, asking for his 
autograph (see photo) 
and admiring some of his 
famous shots, including 
Teamster Harry Davidoff 
pointing at Shay and 
yelling "/ can haue you 
killed. " 

Chicago art critics called 
Shay's best work "Cartier­
Bresson out of Weegee" 
(two acknowledged photo 
masters) and said that 
"long before Diane Arbus 
turned from fashion to 
freaks, Shay had an eye 
for the grotesque" (a 
comment that seldom 
applies to Shay's 
racquetball player photos 
in the pages of this 
magazine.) 

You don't have to be born with it. 
It could happen to you an hour from now, 

a block from here. 

Epilepsy 
It's not what you think . 

Cont.11Cl your local chapt er or the 
Epilepsy F'oundotion or Amer ica. 
Or wr ite E:pilcpsy, Washington , D.C. 2003<!. 
Jlclp light tlit candl e of und erstand ing. 
(n('orpuru t ing t he forme r Nati onal E1)1lcpcty Lcll.k'\1e. 
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Plan before You Prorriote 
Racquetball, as a form of exercise -
as fun - is here to stay, and 
racquetball facilities, as an 
investment and as a business, are 
probably here to stay. 

Without one you're not going to have 
the other . 

One of the most severe problems 
plaguing racquetball facilities in 
selected markets throughout the 
country, such as in Chicago, has 
been market saturation . In reality the 
real bottom line problem has been 
oversaturation of racquetball 
facilities, and the inability to utilize 
basic marketing techniques to 
counter the problem. 

One of the keys to the success of 
racquetball facilities , both in 
saturated and relatively new markets 
that are "into" racquetball for the first 
time, has been the effective use of 
organized, coordinated marketing , 
merchandising and promotional 
programs. 

The majority of racquetball facility 
owners' promotional efforts continue 
to be hit or miss, without substance, 
without organization and without an 
overall marketing plan. 

Marketing is a generic term. 
Merchandising and promotion and 
publicity/public relations are specific 
components of marketing. In a 
racquetball facility and for the owner 
or owners of the facility marketing 
racquetball is presenting on a 
continuing basis the facility - and 
initially, the game - to the area in 
which the facility is located . 

The size and scope of this 
geographic area is going to vary 
depending upon the size of the 
facility and the potential number of 
racquetball players in the area. 

The arrival of a new racquetball 
facility in a particular area is going to 
generate a certain amount of 
enthusiasm and initial interest, but 
with more and more racquetball 
facilities arriving in that same area 
the novelty will quickly wear off . . 
and the competition for the player 
begins. 
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The novelty of a new facility and of 
the new game of racquetball will 
wear off, and then , various marketing 
techniques become almost 
mandatory if a facility is to maintain 
its "market share," continue to grow 
and remain profitable . 

Advertising 

Advertising can continue to be at the 
base of any promotional effort. While 
the Chicago market , for instance, has 
a tendency to be seasonal, 
advertising at any time of the year 
can promote special rates, special 
membership programs or special 
weekend or monthly promotions that 
may be planned . Pre-planning , 
scheduling, budget and artwork are 
mandatory. 

Many advertising programs for 
racquetball facilities will be handled 
using local newspapers . Good, solid 
advertising programs are available on 
a limited budget, but once again , the 
planning or pre-planning becomes 
almost mandatory. 

Publicity 

Publicity announcing special 
promotions to local media can also 
be helpful. The presentation of the 
release in a proper, editorial format is 
not only mandatory , but vital to any 
publicity effort. Home grown, 
editorial copy may or may not be 
used on a regular basis , but 
professional , well written material 
will almost always have a better 
chance for pick-up . 

One item to note in local media 
relations. Many times the quantity of 
editorial coverage is going to be 
directly tied in to the advertising 
dollar that is extended by that facility 
to the local publications. It's 
important to keep this in mind. 
Smaller newspapers in almost all 
communities across the country are 
also in the business to make money. 
In many cases they will be very 
outspoken about the tie between the 
advertising revenue provided by the 
racquetball facility and the amount of 
editorial coverage the facility will 
receive in that particular newspaper . 

During special promotions or special 
events opportunities always exist to 
solicit special editorial coverage by 
local press. A phone call or a short 
note with a follow up call are all that 
should be necessary to determine if 
there 's any interest in covering a 
special event by the local paper, and 
to make arrangements for coverage . 

Special Events 

Special events are created by the 
facility to keep things happening and 
"alive" at a facility. Activities 
including newcomers leagues, Friday 
afternoon and Friday evening 
promotions , holiday parties, 
challenge ladder tournaments , 
leagues for local firemen and special 
weekday rates, for example, are all 
part of the marketing package. 

Caution: Avoid getting into too many 
projects, superficially , which prevents 
you from doing an effective job of 
planning, implementing and 
communicating the events. 

Newsletters 

In addition to posting signs around 
the club and handing out 
announcements , consider publishing 
a newsletter on a regular basis : It can 
be one of the most effective 
techniques in drawing attention to 
racquetball facility news and 
activities and sustaining member 
interest. But the key to the newsletter 
is the regularity of publication . 

A newsletter might include upcoming 
events at the facility , special 
promotions, a monthly schedule of 
special days at special rates, 
information about club members and 
information on policy or policy 
changes within the club . Or use your 
membership list four to six times a 
year to promote leagues and other 
programs, a special or monthly 
activity or a clothing and equipment 
sale. 

Groups 

What about marketing a racquetball 
facility to groups? Local hospitals, 
industrial and commercial facilities , 
fire and police departments .. . just 
about any organization that has the 



by Robin F. Pendergrast New Court Club Listings 
capability of communicating to a 
large group would be interested in 
the values of physical exercise and a 
corporate racquetball program. 

Often special rates can be structured 
or special programs , parties , mailers 
put together to zero in on a large -
or at least controlled - group of 
people. 

The important thing to remember in 
any merchandising or marketing or 
promotional activity is that pre­
planning and/or organization are the 
only way that a budget will be 
controlled and the effectiveness of 
the effort can be determined. 

Last minute decisions on new 
programs , unrealist ically small 
budgets and general disorganization 
will result in second guessing and 
dissatisfaction by facility owners as 
well as the players/participants . 

In some parts of the country the 
game of racquetball is going to 
continue to sell itself , but not 
indefinitely. The owners must extend 
themselves , they must extend the 
game, they must continue to sell the 
sport . A well run , clean facil ity is a 
highly merchandisable product , and 
word -of-mouth will undoubtedly carry 
this message to many , many people. 

But marketing, merchandising and 
promotion are going to be vital to the 
long term success of any well run 
racquetball facility . • 

National Racquetball 
for Members 

One way to get members to play more 
is to include a subscription to National 
Racquetball as a club benefit. The 
subscript ion helps two ways: It gets 
members into the club to try out the 
instructional tips in each month 's 
issue and It brings members In to 
practice for tournaments run by the 
USAA, in which National Racquetball 
subscribers automatically become 
members. Clubs receive a substantial 
discount on National Racquetball 
subscriptions for 100 member s or 
more. 

Athletic World 
10 Mountain View Ave. 
Longmount, CO 80501 

Bellingham Athletic Club 
110 N. Samish 
Bell ingham , WA 98225 

Camarillo Courthouse 
500 E. Pickwick Dr. 
Camarillo , CA 93010 

Carolina Courthouse 
1 Courtclub Dr. 
Columbia, SC 29208 

Center Courts Ltd. 
7667 Day Dr. 
Parma, OH 44129 

Cherry Creek 
Sporting House 
500 S. Cherry 
Glendale, CO 80222 

Conditioning Spa 
2640 11th Ave . 
Greeley , CO 80631 

Edison Racquet and 
Health Center 
U.S. 1 at Old Post Road 
Edison, NJ 08817 

Family Fitness Center 
1505 140th Ave. N.E. 
Bellevue, WA 98005 

First Serve 
24228 76th Ave. W. 
Edmonds, WA 98020 

Glenwood Racquet Club 
4400 Glenwood Rd. 
Brooklyn , NY 11203 

Greenville Racquet Club 
Congaree Rd. 
Greenville, SC 29607 

Laconia Racquetball Club 
O'Shea Industrial Park 
Laconia, NH 03246 

Lake Shore Athletic Club 
2401 N. W. 94th St. 
Vancouver, WA 98665 

Lilac City Courts 
W. 440 Sharp 
Spokane, WA 99210 

Lompoc Courthouse 
201 W. College Ave . 
Lompoc, CA 93436 

Niagara Falls 
Racquetball Club 
1342 Military Rd. 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304 

Off the Wall Racquetball 
230 Oser Ave . 
Hauyspange, NY 11787 

Olympic Racquetball 
Handball Club 
5301 Leary Way N. W. 
Seattle, WA 98109 

Rampart Athletic Club 
254 Victoria St. 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 

Rollout Racquetball Club 
2003 N. 22nd St. 
Decatur, IL 62526 

San Luis Obispo Courthouse 
1020 Southwind Dr. 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

Skagit Valley Athletic Club 
Memorial Highway 
Mt. Vernon, WA 98273 

Spaulding Racquetball Club 
500 New Circle Rd. N. W. 
Lexington, KY 40505 

Spaulding Racquetball Club 
2707 Brooktree Ln. 
Gladstone, MO 64118 

Spaulding St. Joseph Club 
2808 Pembroke Ln. 
St. Joseph, MO 64506 

Sun Coast Court House 
2147 Pine Forest Dr. 
Clearwater, FL 33516 

Sunshine Racquetball Club 
3534 E. Sunshine 
Springfield, MO 65804 

The Sports Connection 
2929 31st St. 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 

Tournament House Rialto 
1243 S. Riverside Ave. 
Rialto, CA 92376 

Tournament House Riverside 
6250 Brockton 
Riverside, CA 92324 

Westlake Courthouse 
31425 Agoura Rd. 
Westlake Village, CA 91361 
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Health 

Contact Lenses Make Sense 

Tighter Lens or Soft Contact 
Best for Racquetball 
by James R. Gregg, 0.D. 

If you must have a visual correction 
to play racquetball , contact lenses 
are probably the best so lution . But 
don 't rush right out and get some , 
because there are vital points to 
consider . 

A lot of sigh t in a little spac e is pr ovided by a contact lens , 
shown here in a size compari son with a pencil . 

First of all I am by no means 
recommending you replace 
protect ive goggles or face masks 
with contact lenses . There is 
considerable risk of eye injury on the 
racquetball court . Beginn ing Sept. 1, 
1978, Canadian law requ ired som e 
type of eyeguard when playing the 
sport . 

Contact lenses offer no ocular 
protection from a blow to the eye 
from ball or racquet. There are a 
number of eye protective devices 
especially made for racquetball and 
you should never step on the court 
without them whether you wear 
contact lenses or not. • 

Then why bother with con tact 
lenses? Why not just wear a 
protect ive device w ith a correction in 
it? One of the problems is putting 
prescr iption lenses in the face form 
eyeguards. The lenses must be 
curved to fit the frame , th ere must be 
a deep groove to hold the lens edge 
and an efficient way to get the lens in 
and out. Lens size presents some 
difficulties in produc ing a wide field . 
All of that can be done , but there are 
some complications as compared to 
eyeguards with no lenses . 

• As a res ult ol my art lc le in the January, 1978. Issue o l 
Nat i on al Racquet ball , I received aJarge numbe r ol 
le tt ers from readers mos tl y wanting to know where 10 
g e l t he protective devices . Severa l repo rted eye 
Inju ries even thoug h the y were wear ing an eye 
prot ec tor . I have heard of severa l o lh er Instances 
sin ce th en. The ball can act ually go thr ough th e 
op en ing If II Is loo wi de and the ball Is perfectly 
cent ered. This does no t mean it Is useless lo wea r an 
eyeg uard. Be ce rtain the one you select Is well made. 
I kn ow of on e that Is rather fraglle plastic and 
const ructe d In such a way th at If broken, th e plasllc 
could become a spea r. Check th e size of the open ing 
to determ ine If a ball co uld go th rou gh. No 
manuf act urer guarantees safel y. 
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The frequent and rapid eye 
movements essent ial in playi ng 
racquetba ll also create a problem in 
using conventional lenses. The 
optics of any spectacle lens are only 
perfect at a single point on the lens 
- the optical center. This is place d 
so your line of sight passes through 
it when you look stra ight ahead. 
Anywhere else you look through the 
lens does not produce a perfect 
correc tion and the farther from the 
center, the worse it is. 

So with spectacle lenses on the 
court , much of the t ime you are not 
using the most accurate part of the 
lenses . How significant that is 
depends upon how strong the lenses 
are. This suggest the stronger your 
prescription must be, the more likely 
you should wear contact lenses . 
Weight is a factor too , especially in 
glass - a strong lens in large size 
can be uncomfortably heavy. Plastic 
is a better bet for safety reasons 
anyway , and is considerably lighter . 

Contact lenses move wi th the eye, or 
at least they should , and so the line 
of sight is always right through the 
lens center or very close to it. 
Because of that contacts may 
produce sharper vis ion than regular 
lenses, part icula rly in higher lens 
powers. 

Eyes Working Together 

If you only require a mild lens 
cor rection and you can see quite 
clearly without it , you may not need it 
on the court . You should not judge 
this for you rself , because lenses that 
do not actually make vision clea rer 
can improve the coord ination of the 
two eyes together . Nowhere do you 
need that more than when play ing 
racquetba ll. 

Whether you wear contacts or 
glasses , be certain to te ll your 
op tometrist you play racque tball. 
That may make a diffe rence in what 
he prescribes for you. Certainly you 
should discuss whe ther you need 
your corrective lenses on the court . 



By all means also seek his or her 
consultation about what fonn of eye 
protective device is likely to work 
best in your case . 

Is it practical to get contact lenses 
just to play racquetball? That 
depends upon how serious you are 
about the game . Chances are that if 
you have a rather severe visual 
problem, you should wear contacts 
all of the time if you can . But if your 
condition is such that you don 't mind 
spectacles for general use, or you are 
unable to wear contacts full time , it 
may be poss ible to be fitted for use 
on the court only. It would have to be 
determined what kind of lens would 
be best for you . 

But what about hard or soft lenses 
for racquetball? There are a great 
many and very rapid eye movements 
when playing , along with a lot of 
blinking. This creates some 
problems . Hard lenses do not move 
perfectly with the eye and there is 
always some " lag." The amount 
depends upon how tight the lens fits 
and that , in turn , depends upon each 
person's eyes. Better vision results if 
a lens stays in place , but if it fits too 
tightly, discomfort and even blurring 
can occur. Some eyes tolerate tight 
fit better than others . 

The other problem created by eye 
movements during fast action is that 
the conditions are very conducive to 
the lens popping out. Hard lenses are 
removed by tensing the lids and 
turning the eye to the side . You've 
seen it happen on the basketball 
courts when the whole team gets on 
hands and knees looking for a lost 
lens. Contact lens wearing 
racquetball players are likely to 
spend a good deal of time feeling 
around on the floor unless their 
lenses hug the eye exceptionally 
well. 

Eye prote c tion - in any style - Is a mu s t even with contacts . 
., 
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If you wear hard lenses , you may 
have no trouble from displacement or 
loss if you have a tight fit. Otherwise 
you may need to keep your eyelids 
squinted down to prevent the lenses 
from popping out. Another 
precaution is to be careful about 
sudden and extensive eye 
movements and compensating by 
moving the head more than usual. 
Neither method is very effic ient as far 
as maximum visual perfonnance is 
concerned but might avoid lens loss . 

A far better solution is to wear a 
tighter lens, generally a hard contact 
lens. This may be possible with no 
discomfort during ttie relatively short 
time of a few games . Many athletes 
have contacts especially fitted tight 
to hold in place dur ing active sport 
play. Some wear glasses at other 
times and use the tight fitting 
contacts only during practice or a 
game. 

Scleral contacts can be used to hold 
better in place. They are large and 
extend beyond the cornea and out on 
to the sclera (the white part of the 
eyeball). They stay on well but are 
generally not as comfortable as 
micro lenses. However it is 
sometimes necessary to use them 
when playing extremely active sports. 
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Before deciding contact lenses are 
what you should have to play 
racquetball, weigh carefully the pros 
and cons . If you will use them for 
other purposes, that 's fine , but be 
certain that eyeglasses are enough of 
a nuisance to justify the trouble and 
expense of being fitted with 
contacts. 

Contact lenses require considerable 
care in handling . That is especially 
true of flexible lenses. They can be 
torn if not handled carefully and must 
be sterilized each time they are used. 

It's not hard to do but must be done 
faithfully to avoid some problems 
including possible infection. Even 
hard ones can irritate the eyes if not 
cared for properly. 

Many people decide the pros 
outweight the cons by a big margin . 
For racquetball players that may be 
particularly true. The nuisance of 
prescript ion eye glasses is far greater 
on the court . But don 't forget that 
even with contacts , you must wear 
an eyeguard . It's okay to let a contact 
lens "contact " your eye but for the 
sake of your sight never let the ball 
do so. 

Less Dislodging 

Still better is wearing soft contact 
lenses. They hug the eye and are not 
likely to become dislodged by eye 
movements, though it is not 
impossible. They can wrinkle and 
blur vision momentarily but that 
would only happen in one eye at any 
given time and the racquetball player 
could get along with just the other 
eye until the lens reseated itself 
properly . 

Soft lenses are very thin and pliable . 
They conform to the shape of the 
cornea on which they rest. That is 
both an asset and liab ility . The 
advantage is that there is very little 
lens lag with eye movement , as is 
cha racteristic with hard lenses . The 
liability is that because it conforms to 
the shape of the eye, the soft lens 
cannot fully compensate for certain 
visual defects created by the irregular 
curvature of the cornea. 

Astigmatism is not adequately 
corrected by soft lenses in their 
present form . New ones are being 
developed that may compensate for 
astigmatism but as it stands today, 
soft lenses are generally not fitted to 
eyes with more than a small amount 
of ast igmatism. For wear when 
playing racquetball only it may not 
matter if your astigmatism is fully 
corrected or not and a soft lens 
might be just what you want. The 
entire subject should , of course be 
discussed with your optometrist . 

Soft lenses have one big advantage . 
They are very easy to adapt to . Hard 
lenses take much longer and 
generally require regular wear in 
order to maintain adaptation . You 
could probably wear soft lenses a 
few hours now and then with no 
problems of discomfort . This does 
not mean you could wear just any 
soft lens and not feel it. The fit must 
be proper but when it is, the wearer 
hard ly knows the lens is on the eye. 
But it is likely you could use soft 
lenses for racquetball and nothing 
else . 

For those athletes who can achi eve 
adequate vision with soft lenses , they 
are generally a better choice than 
hard ones. They certainly are best for 
the fast moving action on a 
racquetball court. You might find it 
best to use soft lenses for play and 
hard ones for work or perhaps all the 
rest of the time. • 
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Feature 

Racquetball 18 Pints Later 
Undercover Drug Agent 
Rehabilitates on Court 

by Nick Longhurst 

The undercover agent turns his face from the 
camera to retain his anonymity . 
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The deafening crash of a .357 Magnum 
was still echoing and rolling around the 
small Chicago apartment as Gus 
Vasquez , one hand clutching the 
gap ing hole which had once been his 
neck , tried to run. 

But he was too late . Seconds later the 
huge bullet from a .45 , fired from only a 
few feet away, ripped into his leg and 
tore the femur in two . 

And by all the rules which govern the 
silhouette wor ld of drugs and guns , 
Gus ought to have died there and then . 

Robbed of the $56,000 he carried in his 
pocket to make a "buy " of four pounds 
of heroin Gus had been set up and 
wasted . 

But that night, the last day of May two 
years ago, th ings didn 't turn out quite 
the way they should have. 

The " sellers" turned out to be killers . 

The hero in turned out to be mud . 

And Gus, an undercover agent for the 
Drug Enforcement Administration, 
didn 't die . 

The five suspects fled and six agents 
who had been waiting next door 
stormed the apartment to find only 
Gus , lying in an ever widening pool of 
blood on the floor . They could see there 
was no time for the niceties of accident 
procedure . Within minutes Gus was_ 
carried out without a stretcher and laid 
on the floor of a passing paddy wagon 
which had been flagged down , and he 
was on his way to the hospital. 

Not any hospital, but the emergency 
center of St. Mary of Nazareth hospital, 
where the staff treated gunshot 
wounds almost as often as road 
accidents. 

Police cars, alerted over the citywide 
police radio network, blocked every 
intersection on the route and a young 
surgeon, who'd operated in Viet Nam, 
Dr. Robert Vario , heard the plea for 
help on his car radio as he headed for 
home, turned around and drove hell for 
leather for the hospital. 

And Gus still cou ld have died . 

When he was whee led into the 
operating room . he had lost 18 pints of 
blood , and Vario knew it was pointless 
to operate without fresh blood . 

Another call went out over the police 
radio, this time for cops with the same 
blood type , a rare AB Negat ive , to head 
for the hosp ital in all haste . The 
response was so good they finally had 
to turn cops away . 

And Vario , who had sat down and 
drunk a couple of cups of coffee while 
wait ing for the blood, started work . 

First he assessed the damage . 

The huge .357 bullet had done a 
devastat ing amount of damage. The 
carotid artery , which carries blood to 
the brain was gone , and along w ith it 
most of the nerves serv ing muscles in 
Gus' chest and right arm. 

Dr. Var io , who had seen worse in Viet 
Nam used a well tried technique. He 
took~ length of vein and transplanted it 
in the place of the artery . He performed 
some repairs to the jugular , which had 
also been damaged, and with the blood 
transfusions , Gus Vasquez 's life had 
been saved . 

Alive and Breathing 

Gus lay in the hospital , as doctors 
reviewed his body's balance sheet. He 
was alive, breathing and improving . 

But on the debit side , the bullet was still 
in his leg, which was being stretched 
back to length with traction; his right 
arm, the nerves gone, was beginning to 
atrophy - it was wasting away to the 
bone . 

The months he lay in the hospital 
Vasquez, who turned down a , 
permanently disfiguring operation 
which doctors said would give him a 
limited amount of movement in his right 
arm , gradually began to rehabilitate 
himself . 

He wasn 't going anywhere ; the chest to 
ankle cast he was cased in took care of 
that. 



Gus Vasquez p lays with his son for 
National Racquetba ll at the Atlas Health Club 

in San Diego . 

He learned to need lepo int, working on 
a three foot replica of the D.E.A 's 
official badge . 

Now Gus is a fighte r, which is probab ly 
why just a few months after the cast 
was cut away form his body , he was 
skiing, even though he couldn 't lift his 
right arm by himself . 

And that's why he now plays 
racquetball three or four hours a week , 
slipping away from his job - you 
guessed it - as supe rvisor of a small 
group of undercover agents monitor ing 
drug shipments in northern Mexico . 

Doctors who to ld him he might neve r 
walk again, and that he would never 
again use his right arm, also told him he 
would never regain his full strength . 

But they had never expected him to 
play an hour of racquetball aga inst his 
16-year-old son or some of his fellow 
agents who use racquetball regular ly to 
ease out of the intolerable pressures of 
their undercover work . 

Admittedly he's not difficult to beat, but 
try getting satisfaction out of scoring 
the winning point. 

Gus is still an agent , that's why you 
don't see his face in this picture , and 
that's why there is a pistol tucked into 
the bottom of his racquetball bag . 

Gus started off playing handball in 
1971 and he figured that some on court 
activity would help him get back into 
shape. 

"That's why I wanted to transfer to San 
Diego . The weather here means that I 
can swim in my pool most of the year , 
and there is a racquetball club right 
next door to my office . 

"And racquetball is the most 
successful thing I have in my 
rehabilitation program. If I don't 
exercise regularly, my right hand and 
arm will just start to atrophy all over 
again. " 

Every morning Gus ' wife has to 
massage his hand and arm . "Except 
when she's mad at me . Than I have to 
do it myself. " 

Gus had a total of five months in the 
hospital to work out what had gone 
wrong, with his "bust." . 
"It seems that the five peop le were 
connected with a group we had 
busted earlier . They were just using 
the business rules of the drug world . 
They needed money so they set up a 
buy with me, I brought the money and 
they had mud - just ordinary mud, 
laced with a little heroin - as the 
come on. 

Deadly Scheme 

"The whole success of the scheme 
depended on me being dead ." 

Four of them received long jail terms in 
the ensu ing court case , and, ironically, 
the man who pointed the gun at Gus ' 
head and pulled the trigger himself died 
at the end of a gun , shot as a fugitive in 
New York just weeks before the trial. 

"I know I was very lucky . The bullet 
had to have been only a fraction of an 
inch towards the middle of my throat 
and I would certainly have been very, 
_very dead ." 

One of the biggest problems Gus has 
had is with shaving . There is still one 
area under his left jaw which requires 
extra effort and dexterity. But 
racquetball is helping that , too. 

"I don't have a good backhand and I 
probably could improve if I started to 
play with my left hand, but that defeats 
the object of why I am using 
racquetball. I need it to build up my 
endurance and strength . 

"I t was a tough decision to make to get 
onto a racquetball court . 

"I didn 't play with my son the first time ," 
he explains . "I was having a hard time 
playing pool . I got out there and I 
began to realize that I wasn't as bad as 
I though t I would be . I also have a 
problem with my left leg. After the 
traction was over , it was an inch longer 
than my right leg. But I started playing 
and I began to notice a big 
improvement in my arm and shoulder. 
Racquetball was just what I needed. " 

Throughout his ordeal Gus never 
entertained the thought of dying . 

"I knew I was hurt bad, but I never 
thought that I would die. I knew from 
the pain I felt after the bullets ripped 
into me that I might never walk again, 
but I think that the people who helped 
me were more scared of me dying than 
I was . 

"They did explain later to me that I did 
die once on the operating table but 
they brought me back again . I think 
that if I ever had any doubts about my 
will to live I never would have 
madeit ." • 
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Q.Why T~id 
Sports Dlustrated Court Clubs 

select our racquetball panel system 
over all other panel systems? 

• Sport s Illustrated 1s a trademark of Time . Inc 

Seamless 

A. Appearance 
Uniform 

Playability 
Breakthrough 

Design 
Unequalled 

Durability 
Four reasons why the people who own more 
racquetball courts than anyone else in the US. 
select ed the SportsMaster yn.1 court lining system 
from American Sportsurfacmg . 

Four reasons why you should take a close look at 
the most advanced racquetball court system 
available today. 

Four reasons to write us today or call us toll- free for 
immediate results. 

Call (800) 523-0338 
lnsta/latJon and ser vice throughout the Umted States and Canada. 

SportsMaster IT: Quality that lasts. 

AMERICAN SPORTSURFACINC 
D Strafford Office Building ii 2 D Wayne , Pennsylvania 19087 
D (800) 523-0338 or (215) 687-6356 

American Sportsurfacing is looking for qualified sales representatives in the 
US., Canada, and various foreign countries. Please send detailed resume . 





Big Leap into Business 
Ali Swofford Takes Her Ph.Don the Road 
Modeling Ladies First fashions at the Vic Tanney Racquet Club are, left to right , Kerry 
Smith , Ladies Fir s t racquet sports advisor ; Candy Finley , daughter of Ladies Firs t Co­
owner Harold Finley; Ali Swofford ; Hal Frincke, Kno xville racquetball pla yer, and Laura 
Hahn , Ladles First seamstress . 

Ali Swofford makes it her business 
to back Title IX (see the preceding 
page). Half of her business 
depends on it. 
Swofford's business is Ladies 
First, clothing manufacturer for 
women athletes , and about 50 
percent of her orders come from 
colleges , universities and high 
schools buying custom uniforms 
for thei r women 's teams. 

So far business has boomed at 
Ladies First, which also furnishes 
stock and custom clothing to 
groups ranging from recreation 
departments to professional 
teams. Annual sales for the two­
year-old company are up to a 
quarter of a million dollars, and 
Ladies First already has designed 
uniforms for basketball teams at 
the universities of Cincinnati, 
Indiana and Tennessee and for 
Michigan State's volleyball players , 
among others. 

And, Swofford reports with pride, 
" we're in the process of 
expanding . We've formed a 
corporation and we're offering 30 
percent of our stock to the public." 

Before Swofford took what she 
calls her "big leap " into business 
in August of 1977, her 
achievements had been confined 
to ivy covered walls. 

Her achievements had also been 
impressive . The 29-year-old native 
of Englewood , CA, had reached 
her ultimate career goal by the 
time she was 25, when the 
University of Nebraska named her 
women's athletic director. 
"I'd been planning a long time for 
that," Swofford says. "At the 
University of Southern California I 
tailored a program for myself that 
would lead to a Ph.D. in athletic 
administr ation . I included courses 
in law and finance." 

Ladies First will design racquetball 
outfits for your team or league in 

quant1t1es of six or more , and they ' ll 
make them in any style , color or 
fabric and with any trim you 
choose . Ask your pro shop to send 
a description of what you 'd like to 
All Swofford , Ladies First, 3919 
Holston Dr., Knoxville, TN 37914 . 
The phone IS 615-522-5312 

So it might have been that taste of 
business theory that gave 
Swofford the courage to give up 
her promising and secure career in 
the ordered world of academics 
and to venture into the unknown . 

Actually it wasn 't the unknown. 
What she wanted to do had a lot 
to do with what she 'd been doing . 
"As athletic director at Nebraska I 
ran into all kinds of problems 
about clothing for our women 's 
teams. The waiting , for one thing. 
The men would get their orders 
filled in two weeks. The women's 
came through in two months - if 
you were lucky . You could 
understand , of course. The 
companies would be dealing with 
my 15 volleyball uniforms, 
compared with a hundred football 
jerseys . Football is a multimillion 
dollar business . They'd always 
make it 'rush ' for the Big Red 
football coach. 



Unifonns that Didn't Fit 

"And when our uniforms arrived, 
they didn 't fit. The small size 
men's clothes didn't do the job. 
Women's bodies are a different 
shape." (Remember how women 
racquetball pros looked playing 
tournaments in "Men 's Small " 
shirts? Then you know what 
Swofford means .) 

"The market was obvious to me - . 
and my feel ings were conf irmed 
when I wrote to manufacturers 
proposing a fashion program . They 
were very cordial , but said making 
women 's athletic clothes was a 
couple of years away. " 

That did it. Swofford said to 
herself "You've made it - you 're 
athletic director at a major 
university - now what? " 

" I like challenges , I wasn 't getting 
younger and I wasn 't gett ing 
riskier . I knew I had to take a 
chance befor e I had 
responsibil ities . 

" Besides that the timing was right. 
Title IX was getting more and 
more females into school 
athletics. The women would be 
needing uniforms. " 

Swofford first realized she might 
be the one to supply those 
uniforms when University of 
Tennessee Women 's Athletic 
Director Glor ia Ray put her 
Nebraska colleague in touch with 
Harold Finley , purchasing agent 
for Standard Knitting Mills in 
Knoxville. 

"Harry and I decided to find out if 
we were pipe dreaming." 

After Knoxville bankers, lawyers 
and accountants gave them " very 
positive feedback, " the new 
partners rented space in a former 
lumber warehouse, bought sewing 
machines and other equ ipment 
and hired a crew. Their business 
was off the ground . 

Ali Swofford, second from left, goes for the shot in a game with, 
left to right, Kerry, Laura and Candy . 

Today Ladies First is still the on ly 
company in the country making 
clothes exclusively for women 
athletes . Swofford is Ladies First 
national sales directo r, a natura l 
for the tall , self-assured blonde 
who bel ieves in and knows 
women 's sports. (She was in 
charge of 200 athle tes and nine 
sports at the University of 
Nebraska.) And bel ieves in her 
product. As she and Designer 
Margaret Dixon put together more 
Ladies First out fi ts , they discover 
new ways to make clothing more 
comfortable and appeal ing for 
women ath letes. 

" We cut our patterns for women ," 
Swofford exp lains . " We do things 
like tapering the side of the sh irt, 
making the sleeve j ust a bit . 
shorte r, narrowing the arm, putt,ng 
in a smaller armhole in tank tops . 

"And we 're careful about our 
fabrics. We pick a material that 's 
practical - absorbent and 
washable - and that feels good . 

Women are conscious of the 
'hand ' of the material, " Swofford 
says, enjoying the jargon of her 
new trade. 

Hip Flair 

" In shorts we make a narrower , 
softer waistband and put in a 
slight hip flair . That wide 
waistband in men 's shorts is 
because men tend to thicken at 
the waist - the wide band holds 
the stomach in. Women tend 
toward broader thighs , so we put 
in more space there. Then we 
make the back of the shorts longer 
than the front - to take up that 
extra roundness . And we always 
have a rounded leg or a V notch . 

"So you don 't have a bind when 
you 're stepp ing into a racquetball 
shot. " 

Racquetball ? Yes it's the pe~sonal 
favorite of this former collegiate 
volleyba ll, basketball, soft ball and 
tenn is player, who went to Oregon 
State after grow ing up "very sports 
oriented in southern California ." 

Swofford started playing 
racquetbal l in 1973, the year she 
became assistant P.E. professor 
and volleyball and tenn is coach at 
Texas Womans University in • 
Denton. 

" The first time I pla yed I loved it -
the exerc ise and the fact that it 
makes you think . 

" Texas Womans had no courts , 
but they had an indoor sw imming 
poo l. North Texas State had no 
pool, but they had courts. I made a 
deal so that professors could 
swim if we could play racquetball ." 



Packed between her four traveling racquets are the saleswoman's samples , 
this a warm -up suit that Ladies First designed for the University 01 

Tennessee 's Lady Vol basketball team . 

When Swofford moved to Linco ln, 
she found that the University of 
Nebraska restricted women 's 
playing hours because the courts 
were in a male athletic facility and 
the men didn't want women 
impos ing on their privacy. 

"I just suggested that they put in 
doors so women could walk right 
to the courts . From then on I 
played every day - in fact there 
was a picture of me playing 
racquetball in a University of 
Nebraska brochure ." 

Swofford had to stay away from 
racquetball for 10 months after the 
1978 Nationals , when she hurt her 
knee retriev ing a pass sho t to her 
backhand in a preliminary match 
with Women 's Open Amateur 
Winner Al icia Moore . A team of 
orthopedic surgeons , led by 
University of Tennessee 's Bill 
Youmans , did a tota l knee 
reconstruction in two operations 
and now Swofford jogs every day 
and uses an orthotron weight 
machine. 

And though her knee sti ll hurts 
when she plays ("they hope the 
pain will go away eventually ''), 
Swofford is at the game a 
minimum of three times a week. 
She plays at the Vic Tanney 
Racquet Club when she 's at 

- Charlie Brooks pholos - oho/o cour/esy Knoxville News -Sen/mo/ Ladies First headquarters in 

nsidera ne 

Knoxville, now her home . On the 
road - where she spends more 
than half of her work ing t ime 
calling on athletic directors and 
. 'isplaying her line at every sports 
event and sporting goods show 
she can find - she plays 
racquetball, too . 

In fact Swofford always packs 
balls , shoes, gloves and four 
racquets in her car along with her 
Ladies First samp les. Then when 
someone asks her to play , she 
goes out to her car, chooses an 
outfit and in minutes Ladies First 
has a living model on the 
racquetball court. 

It's a nice way to clinch a sale. 



Playing Tip Number 18 
In Inside Racquetball for Women 
Top Pro Jean Sauser and Sports 
Photographer Arthur Shay lead off 
their chapter on strokes with scoop 
shooting , an error that's so common 
you might be guilty of it now and then 
even if you 're better than a beginner. 
Sauser and Shay 's 
mistake-correction technique 
makes it easy to spot what you're 
doing wrong . 

National Racquetball is print ing 
excerpts from Inside Racquetball 
for Women , published by 
Contemporary Books and available 
at pro shops as well as sporting 
goods and book stores. 

Mistake : 
Forehand Scoop Shooting 

Some women j ust taking up the sport of 
racquetball may have had more experience 
with frying pans than with racquets . If you 

allow the racquet head to fall below the level 
of your wrist, you have less ball control . When 
the racquet head is in this pos ition, the ball 
often goes down to the floor if it is contacted 
slightly behind the lead foot and often scoo ts 
up, out of control, if it is con tacted slightly 

ahead of the lead foot . 

• 1' 

J, 

Correction : 
Bring up Racquet Head 

When stroking the ball keep your racquet head at or above wrist level. This increases your 
margin for error so that if you are slightly off In your striking zone (a little ahead of or a little 
behind the ball) you can still execute a level shot. The ball does not fly up or slam down 
into the floor . 
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Five Routes to the Nationals 
Practicing, Lifting Weights, Running, 
Jumping Rope . or Doing Nothing 
It's a big tournament, the 
showcase event of the 
racquetball year . Ifs a time tor 
victory and a time when the 
pressures on each professional 
player are the hottest and 
toughest of any time in the pro 
tour calendar. 

Martha McDonald 
(lost in first round) 

"I couldn't do any extra special training 
because I was pregnant by six months 
when I got to the Nationals. 

"I talked to my doctor before because I 
thought I would work out with some light 
weights to help strength en my back, but 
he banned that idea . He told me I was a 
strong athlete, but I should just do the 
things I was used to. 

"So I played outdoors my customary three 
hours a day and threw a few newspapers . 
My husband and I have five paper routes 
and I get up at 2:30 and throw papers -
It's great training . 

"I walk maybe seven ml/es every morning 
and th ere are some six story buildings on 
the route . I walk up and down those and a 
12 story building, too. I ride up that one on 
th e elevator and run down delivering the 
papers . If I walked, I would never get 
finished . 

" In fact when I got to the Nationals, being 
pregnant really helped . I'm a hyper person 
and playing outdoors you tend to rush the 
oall, but when I played Shannon Wright in 
the tie-br eaker 11-5 in our round of 16's 
game, I knew I had played well . I was 
pregnant, and I had to wait on the ball a 
1/ttle more . It really improved my game ." 

There are big prizes to be won, 
recognition to be earned and the 
magical thought of an upset 
victory over a top seed to be 
considered. Here 's how some of 
the top women pros prepared for 
the June Nationals . 

Jean Sauser 
(lost in first round) 

"I didn't train at all because I was 
traveling most of the time before the 
tournament . I was moving from Los 
Angeles to Portland and I didn't get any 
time to get on the court and work on my 
game . 

"It showed . That won't happen next year, 
though ." 

Linda Prefontaine 
(lost in quarter-finals) 

" The only thing I did differently tor the 
Nationals was to run a little more than I 
normally do. I also practiced a little bit 
more and played a little bit less for the 
two weeks pr ior to the tournament . I was 
doing my normal running routine, two or 
three miles a day. I wanted to be a little 
tougher , in Just a little bit better shape 
because I know that when you get tired , 
that's it ... the points don't come . 

For 10 hours each week I pract iced shots 
and I cut down on my playing . I don't 
think it 's a good thing to go into a 
tournament exhausted before you get 
there. 

"I also tried to improve my diet before the 
tournament . I always try to eat better, but 
I tried to eat a littl e more protein before 
the Nationals for a little extra str ength. 



Marci Greer 
(lost in semi-finals) 

"I worked out and jump roped daily and I 
also got into a routine of lifting light 
weights . I also practiced more by myself 
every other day for two months before the 
Nationals. I had started thinking about the 
tournament three months before, mentally 
trying to tiuild myself up to it slowly . I also 
played two matches a day, six days a 
week mostly against men . They hi t the 
ball a lot harder and that experience 
improved my react ion time ." 

Janell Marriott 
(lost in finals) 

" I prepared for it just the same way as I 
did all my other tournaments. I have been 
runn ing three miles a day, then I do wind 
spr ints a couple of days a week. I have 
also worked on jumping rope to increase 
my endurance and I play maybe two hours 
a day. 

" I didn 't see the Nationals as an extra 
spec ial tournament . I treat every 
tournament now like it is a b ig one, and I 
have been on a strict training routine. I 
didn't have any need to break the 
regimen ." 

Karin Walton 
(took first place in the tournament) 

" I didn 't prepare for the tournament at all . 
Actually I was so sick for the two weeks 
before Tempe that I seriously thought 
about not going at all. I was so sick It 
seemed I was on my death bed. I had a 
strep throat which I didn 't get treated until 
just before the tournament and even 
during the week at Tempe, I would wake 
up each morning with a very, very sore 
throat . 

"So in the preceding two weeks 
beforehand I hadn't trained at all. I didn't 
even play racquetball once, because I had 
a heavy cold as well. I normally don't train 
hard; I play a little each day and I either 
body surf or ride my bike. 

" When it came to playing, I felt the best I 
h_ave eve~ f~lt. I was so rested , I never got 
fifed, I d1dn t think I was hitting the ball as 
hard as I normally do, but my game 
seemed to work. The fact that I had left 
my purse in the locker room - and it was 
st01en - the day before the finals didn't 
affe~t me. I was so happy to be there 
playing on the last day nothing could have 
stopped me." 







Letters 

Left Handed Strategy on Its Way 

Dear Editor: 

Would you print an article on strategies for 
playing a left handed racquetball player? What 
are their weaknesses? What is the best S8f'V8 for 
a right handed player to send a leftie on the 
courts to throw him or her off and gain points? 

Thank you . 

Mary Frances Howard 
Cedar Rapids , IA 

Thank you for the suggestion . Steve Strandemo 
will talk about playing lefties in an upcoming 
story In National Racquetball . ED 

Surgery Story Benefits 

Dear Carol: 

Just want you to know how helpful the story you 
ran some time ago on playing racquetball after 
bf8aSt surgery was. The two people I heard from 
after the story appeared really made it 
worthwhile to write about my own experiences . 

88 SEPTEMBER 

Pat Greig 
Omaha, NE 

Feeling Secure 

Dear Mr . Kendler: 

It was an extreme pleasure to once again rub 
elbows with the man who is so successfully 
guiding the handball and racquetball tours. 

It's a very secure feeling for club owners and 
operators to know that a staff such as yours 
is constantly striving to make both sports 
grow on the amateur and professional levels . 
To us your efforts mean more p layers, and in 
tum , the demand for more clubs . Keep up the 
good work! 

Thanks again for your gracious compliments 
and coming out and making the 1979 Colgate 
Racquetball Championships complete . 

Bag Slinging Warm-up 

Dear Ms. Brusslan : 

David Micheal 
Tempe , AZ 

You probably hear of a lot of racquetbaliers who 
have used various other activities to get and 
stay in shape for racquetball. You probably 
haven't heard until now of racquetball geUing 
someone in shape for a strike! 

I started playing racquetball almost two years 
ago when a friend needed someone to fill out a 
corporate membersh ip group . Since I had paid, I 
thought I might as well try it once. But it grew 
on me , and I took a keener interest after my first 
tournament. 

My job is the typ ical adm inistrative/staff 
position : as assistant to the Director of 
Personnel I spend a lot of time on the phone, in . 
meetings, reading and writing correspondence, 
in discussions : in other words, sitting! To offset 
the effects of this occupational hazard I try to 
play at least half an hour £Nery day before work. 
My court, Forest View Racquet Club, is just a 
mile Qr two from my home and office, so it is 
easy to scoot over there for an eartybird 
workout before go ing in to the office in the 
morning . Since I am a commuter (Chicago is my 
home-away -from-home), I try to get some time 
in on weekends at the Midtown Racquet Club in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, also only a mile from my 
house up there . I have participated in three 
tournaments for United Airlines employees, my 
claim to fame there being as on~f of the first 
place winner in mixed doubles this last March 
in Medford , Oregon! All of this learning time I 
never dreamt my racquetball activities would 
pay off at work! 

March 31 saw our airline paralyzed by a strike of 
the mechanics and ramp S81Vice employees . In 
some of our cities we were obligated by 
contract to provide ground handling to other 
carriers not on strike . So the company's task 
became how to substitute labor for the striking 
employees . That meant tapping all of us desk­
jockeys for our yet-uncalled-for physical skills. 

My strike assignment was to the Mpls .-St. Paul 
International Airport - loading and unloading 

baggage, freight and mai l, parking and pus hing 
back airplanes , clean ing the "blue rooms," 
doing overnight maintenance , driving ground 
equ ipm ent and any other task that came up in 
the course of our ten plus hour days . The real 
test of my racqu etball cond it ion ing came in the 
"pits ": squatting in the belly of a DC-9 because 
there is no room to stand, we slung bags out ' 
the door and onto the load er (and vice versa), 
alw ays w ith an eye on the clock. We were 
aware o f the wait ing passenge rs and the 
schedu le - we were prou d of getti ng ou r trips 
out on time, even if we were greenhorn s at the 
job ! 

Many of the other temporary "rampees" with 
whom I worked too k turns us ing the heat ing 
pad, begged for sore muscle massag es and 
collapsed onto the couch between trip s. Much 
to their dismay those of us wh o ran or played 
racquetball prior to the strike spent our breaks 
throwing the frisbee and playing badm inton . We 
then got up earty th e next day fo r more 
racquetball at the local courts, includ ing 98th 
Street Courts in Bloom ington . If we appeared a 
little smug, perhaps we could be excu sed; we 
were able , in our middle-ages , to work as hard 
and as long as any of the young sters who had 
done that job for years ! 

I think I have racquetball to thank for that , and 
for getting me through the strike literally in fine 
shape! 

Dog People Praise Hogan 
and Dobermans 

Dear Sir: 

Jan Meyer 
Chicago , IL 

I thoroughly enjoyed your feature, "The Sun and 
the Moon and Marty Hogan," in the June issue. 
Even though I was already aware that Mr. 
Hogan was the proud owner of that "aristocrat 
of dogdom", the Doberman Pinscher , I found 
his comments on his dog and the breed most 
enjoyable . Just as we have already witnessed 
and are continuing to witness the day of Hogan 
in racquetball, I don 't doubt , for one minute, 
that we'll someday also see the day of the 
Hogan Dobennans . As for h is message -
"Beware of all Dobermans" - I hope your 
readers didn't misinterpret it. It's not beware in 
the sense of fear for this breed, but, rather , be 
aware that this magnificent, but wrongly 
maligned , breed is just intelligent enough to, as 
Hogan puts it so aptly, "take over the world ". 

You can understand why we "Dog People" of 
the Dobennan Pinscher Club of Greater Kansas 
City are as dedicated to our "sport " as you all 
are to racquetbal l. 

Susan York 
Kansas City, MO 



National Racquetball Gift 

Dear Sirs: 

I am a member of your association and a 
subscriber to your excellent magazine . I'm 
enclosing a subscriptio n for a friend and 
racquetball buddy, the third gift subscription 
I've given. Could you develop an announcement 
to go along with the first magazine? I think a lot 
of other readers will want to give a subscript ion 
if there's an announcement that the gift is on 
its way. 

Keep up the excellent content of the best 
magazine for racquetball nuts . 

Dick Franklin 
Orange, CA 

The USRA will be happy to send an 
announcement of a gif t subscriptio n. And 
here's a form to make it easy to remember your 
racquetball buddies with a gif t subscription to 
National Racquetball. ED 

To: 

Name 

Addr ess 

Ci ty 

State 
From : 

Name 

Address 

City 

One Year Gift 
Subscription 

(PRINT OR TYPEWRI TE) 

Zip 

(PR INT OR TYPEWRITE) 

State Zip 
D $12 Check Enc lo sed . 

Make payable to : 
USRA , 4101 Dempster St. , 
Skokie , IL 60076 . 

The USRA w ill notify recipients 
of your gift. 
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The 22nd Point Chuck Leve 

Moving Forward 
Moving the prestigous Robert W. 
Kendler Classic to Sept. 26-30 kicks 
off the 1979-80 pro tour in high 
fashion, with $30,000 in prize money 
and what promises to be an 
outstanding tournament at 
Lombard's Glass Court just outside 
of Chicago. 

This season's tour will reflect the 
continued support of the NAC's 
sponsors, as virtually every firm is 
back. JACK IN THE BOX, Kunnan, 
Leach, Seamco, Coors, Catalina are 
among them, and a few newcomers 
should be added by the season's 
end. 

Nov. 14-18 will be JACK IN THE 
BOX's event scheduled for the 
Arizona Athletic Club in Tempe, site 
of the June National Championships . 

Both the Robert W. Kendler Classic 
and the JACK IN THE BOX Classic 
will offer men and women's 
professional divisions, as well as a 
variety of amateur categories of play. 

Also in November (28th to Dec. 2) will 
be an invitational tournament of 
smaller proportions ($10,000) to test 
the new white glass. That 
tournament, being jointly sponsored 
by Leach Industries and Alex Guerry, 
owner of a new facility in 
Chatanooga, TN, will give the 
racquetball world the first true 
indication of the playability of white 
glass . 

90 SEPTEMBER 

There's a good chance the William B. 
Tanner Pro-Am , long an outstanding 
event in Memphis, will again be on 
the tour schedule, this time as part of 
the NRC's program. Awaiting final 
confirmation the Tanner Pro-Am 
would be Dec. 12-16. 

January , 1980, will find the tour back 
to the Sportrooms of Coral Gables for 
the second consecutive year with the 
Kunnan/ Leach Tournament of 
Champions. Probability is that there 
will again be amateur events with the 
pro divisions , again in a 12 man 
invitational. 

And negotiations are under way for 
sponsorship of a women's division in 
that tournament, one of the best on 
tour. Dates are Jan. 31 to Feb. 3. 

February is Coors month and our 
brewery friends will again be 
sponsoring the event in Denver. 
Coors involvement in racquetball 
continues to be one of the 
sponsorship highlights of the 
industry with the pro tour (men and 
women) as well as the acclaimed 
Coors All Pro series . Dates for the 
Coors Racquetball Classic are Feb. 
20-24. 

Catalina Sportswear will again 
sponsor their Catalina Classic in 
March (19-23), and we ' ll announce 
that site in the October issue . 
Catalina 's tournament, like Coors, 
will be for professional men and 
women, with an abundance of 
amateur events . 

April looks like a month with at least 
• one event , and possibly two. Seamco 
Sporting Goods will sponsor the 
Seamco Classic in a major northeast 
market and by next issue we should 
have the specific site and date for 
that stop , too. 

There 's also the possibility of another 
major event the same month in 
Akron , OH , but details have to be 
confirmed . Also in the works are 
plans for a stop in May. 

June, of course , will be the National 
Championships , with tentative dates 
of June 1-7. There has been a great 
deal of discussion about the site for 
the Nationals in 1980 and many 
people seem in favor of a return to 
the 1979 site - the Arizona Athletic 
Club. 

The NRC has yet to make a final 
decision on the Nationals, but as 
soon as one is made , it will be 
announced in National Racquetball . 

Players, spectators and sponsors are 
cautioned that these sites and dates 
are tentative . As each is confirmed 
notification to that effect will be 
published in these pages. 

Contact the NRC for information on 
how to obtain entry forms or tickets 
or to ask any other questions about 
the 1979-80 tour . • 
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