


Smash me.
Crush me.

Splat me.
Kill me.

l _
forever
true blue.

The WilsonTruBlue.
- Our liveliest,
longest-lasting racquetball ever:
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SILVER brought you tan on command

NOW silver brings you the TURBO TAN

e SUPER TURBO POWERED! High intensity face tanning

(the hardest part of your body to tan).
.. .and 30% more tanning efficient tubes.

e SUPER TURBO SAFE! PURE UVA face tanning tubes and philips
tubes . . . the safest and most reliable.
AR TURBO PROFITS! Only Silver provides complete promotional
assistance . . . from counter displays to big

beautiful posters.

TURBO

Including:
* 3 YEAR
WARRANTY
% INSURANCE
* FINANCING
% ELECTRIC LIFT
* SUPER COOLING
* TOKEN CONTROL
* 12 + 12 TOP/BOTTOM
* SILVER PROMO KIT

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$ 620 A limited number of Silver Solarium Turbos are

available at this special introductory price. Go for it! You’ll be glad you did.

Please send more information right away! We’d like to learn more about

-
| |
| the safest and fastest way to tan! TOUORBCO TAIN |
| NAME: 2 KANSAS STREET / SUITE 450 |
l SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94103 / {415} 552-9916 l
{ CLUB NAME: I
: CITY: STATE ZIP :
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TELEPHONE: UNIT QTY:






















women’s professional champion,” said
Gordon. “This isn’t just an American
finals, it's more international. It will
determine the best woman player, and
it’s official. The WPRA has licensing
rights and trademarks for the
“Women’s National Racquetball
Championships.”

This is the fourth year for the WPRA
Nationals, covering a four-year history
that has seen women’s professional
racquetball grow from a struggling few
evegts to its current, solid foundation.

“Racquetball tradition, like the tradition
in many other sports, is to have a year-
end event, the big championships,”
said Gordon. “The WPRA believes in
that concept, to have the players hone
their skills to aim for this Finals.”

The Bonus Pool, sponsored by Nike, is
based on the final rankings which are
announced at the conclusion of the
WPRA Nationals, meaning that players’
performance in the Nationals will have
a direct bearing on the outcome of the
Bonus Pool distribution. In addition, the
WPRA hands out an extra, although
smail, bonus to the top 32 in the final
rankings.

“We've tried to consistently show that
we care about the rank-and-file as well
as the top few,” said Gordon. “And
while nobody will get rich with these
bonuses, we still believe it’s a gesture
of good faith.”

AARA National Champion-
ships (May 25-30)

“Above all, our tournament showcases

DP LEACH/

Fit for Life

The AARA National Championships,
traditionally heid through Memorial Day
weekend, is hosted this year by the
Houston (TX) Downtown YMCA, one of
the nation’s most complete athletic
facilities. With 22 full divisions of play,
including wheelchair, this is THE tour-
nament for amateurs to win a true “na-
tional” title.

“Our winners are the only ones
recognized as national champions by
the U.S. Olympic Committee as per the
Amateur Sports Act of 1978,” said St.
Onge. “And the top three men and
women open players qualify for the U.S.
National team for international
competition.”

While the AARA hosts regional com-
petition, their regionals are not qualify-
ing events (as opposed to Ektelon),
although seeding is based on regional
results. There is no junior play at the
AARA Nationals; rather the AARA holds
a separate juniors series, complete
with regional qualifying, prior to the
junior nationals (June 25-29, Fishkill,
NY).

Continuing its Olympic atmosphere,
the AARA awards medals to the top
finishers in the Nationals, “establishing
a tradition in a sport that lacks tradi-
tion,” as St. Onge puts it. The medals
are specially cast for the AARA Na-
tionals, probably the most unique
award of any of the Big 5.

DP Leach/Catalina Pro-Am
Racquetball Series Cham-
pionship (May 30-June 4)

An incredible 41 divisions of play, rang-
ing from age 10 and under to 60 and
over and skill levels from Professional
Men to Class D, with singles and
doubles, make the DP Leach/Catalina
Pro-Am Racquetball Series Champion-
ships far more than the year-end finale
to the men’s professional tour.

The tournament is held this year at the
Charlie Club Sports Hotel and Fitness
Center, in suburban (Palatine) Chicago.
This club, besides its 17 courts (one
with two glass walls and permanent
seating) and full club amenities, also
sports a 180-room Best Western hotel,
making it one of the most elaborate
and convenient tournament facilities in
the nation.

And with 41 divisions of play, the folks
at the Charlie Club will have their
hands full coordinating and caring for
the multitudes that are expected.

Undoubtedly, the highlight of the event
is the Men’s professional bracket,
crowning a champion for the DP
Leach/Catalina Series, which brings
more prize money to the men’s pro
game than any other. The Series held
six regional events during the season,
with the top four amateur finishers
playing against a set 12 touring pros.
The four amateurs from each of the
regionals are eligible to compete in the
Finals.

“One of the things we like most about

“I hate to be repetitive,” said St. Onge,
“but we’re the only Nationals that is
100 percent amateur and we’re the only
one with truly official recognition for
our winners as national champions.”

our tournament,” said Susanne Ambler,
tournament coordinator, /s that all of
the top amateur talent has the oppor-
tunity to go up against the pros.”

The event boasts $40,000 in prize
money, second largest of the season.
But its importance goes far beyond just
the prize money.

the amateur player without the shadow
of the professionals,” says Luke St.
Onge, AARA executive director. “Our
Nationals is like the NCAA basketball
tournament—a full blown event strictly
for the amateur competitors.”
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