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Happy New Year! 


Jason Holloman 
Publisher 

R
ing out the Old Year and ring in 
the New' The 1982-83 racq uetball 
season is over, consequently, we 

present to you thi s special issue tha t 
inclu des our Pla yer of the Year Award s 
and a spec ial section on the 10 Best Men 
and Women in profe ss ional racquetball' 
If you've ever wondered who wo n which 
tournaments and why, we're sure Your 
curiosit y wi ll be sated with this excel­
lent review of the yea r. 

The new 1983-84 season is already 
und er way September 1-4 with th e fir st 
pro-stops in Dav ison, Michigan , for the 
men, and in Atlanta, Georgia , for the 
women. (See our October issue for in­
depth photo coverage of th ose tourna­
ments. ) Racquetball is entering what 
will be a bann er yea r . Why? Well , every­
thing is poised for action. The main ­
spring is wound so tight you can feel the 
tension of excitement. Ra cquetball is 
read y for anot her tremendous growt h 
spurt and this next year wi ll bear me 
out. Young amateurs are cham ping at 
the bit to turn pro thi s yea r. Th ey've 
been held back for two years and have 
honed their sk ill s and set their s ight s. 
The figh t for the top ra n kings is goi ng to 
be a bloody battlefield filled with excit­
ing new talent. The AARA thanks to 
the efforts of Luke SI. Onge, is on the 
ve rge of organizi ng the explosive growt h 
of amateur racquetball played in 36 
co untries world-wide. Is racque tball 
headed for the Olympic Games?It'sonly 
a ma tter of time. The P.R.O, racquet­
ball's fir st professional men' s players ' 
associa ti on, will shortl y offerto racq uet­
ball something that is sorely needed: 
organization, communication and fra­
terni ty for Ameri ca 's top men players. 
Out of this simple beginning will arise 
better ex posure, more prize money and 
open negotiations. A definite improve­
ment' Thi s year will al so see the return 
of an amazi~gly strong WPRA tour. Add 
to that new products and new manufac­
turers that will be entering the market 
with exciting adve rtising ca mpa igns 
and promotions for the fir s t time and 
we' re going to have one incredibl e yea r' 

(To lea rn more of what is in the wind , 
turn to our editorial by Drew Stoddard 
ca lled "In the Same Boat." It covers 
some inside information perta ining to 

ama teur and profe ss iona I racquet ba II 
that yo u should kn ow about.) 

Speaking of the grea t vea r ahead , I 
ha ve rece ntly been corrected in my 
thinking as to the length of the racq uet­
ball season. I used to believe tha t rac­
quetball was mai nl y played Sept ember 
through early June. This is not the case , 
at leas t in the Sun ·Belt States where a 
surpri sing number of our subscribers 
are loca ted. It seems tha t in the Sun- Belt 
States where August is 275 days long, a 
racquetball wo rk- out, foll owed by a 
pleasant get-together in the cl ub. is pref­
erab le to the bli ste ring heat other out­
s ide rec reati on requires . In fact, , 
California, Texas. Arizona , New Mex­
ico, Louisiana, and Florida are veritable 
"Hot Beds" (exc use th e pun) for racquet­
ball through the summer and year 
around . And in the light of world- wide 
participati on, one can hardl y say that 
racquetba ll is just a nine-month sport 
an ymore. 

Who will be the future champs' His­
tori ca lly it has been the winners of the 
AARA Juni or Na tional s. Look inside for 
who won thi s important e\'ent that took 
place in New York this past Jul v. 

In thi s iss ue we are proud to have an 
interview with Jen nifer Harding who is 
this yea r's new presid ent of the WPRA. 
Jen nifer has worked hard for her fellow 
wo men pros and "-e hope yo u will ta ke a 
minut e to get to knov; her. Coverage of 
the WPRA Anchorage . _-l.laska tourn­
ament is on page 31. 

To gi ve you a good s tan on improving 
yourself this year. \I- e ha\-e included 
some excellent feat u es . Kvl e Kamalu 
gives us a short tip on "Keeping You r 
Shot s on the Le\·el." while Dave Peck 
offers us "The _-l. r I)f Ret urn of Serve." 
And la stl y. "-'hoidi ng :.lo-Man's Land" 
by Mik e Yell en is I)n e not to avoid. 

Don't forge t our regul a r features­
Letters to th e Editor. SfU'S, Head to Head 
Competition. Schedule of Events and Pro­
fess ional Rankiilgs-which s hould be 
peru sed for u:>ef ul facts. And , please, 
tak e a look at \\hat 's happening Next 
Month. It \1-i11 be an ext ra special issue 
you shouldn', mi ss_Happy reading_ 

, 
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JOIN THE PROS 


. • 	 We want you to join professional racquetball in its exciting 
1983-84 seasOn. Racquetball like you've never seen it before! 

• 	 We want you to jointhe pros inbehind-the-scenesinterviews, .. 
.in -depth instruction written by the pros themselves, and superb 

photographic tournament coverage: . . 


• 	 We want you to join the pros as they battle 

in cities from coast to coast and bevond 
. 	 .. ~ 

in the world of International Racquetball. 

TURN TO PAGE <W FORYOlJR 

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM! 




Manufacturers-One of the most weI· 
come occurrences in the hi stor y of rae· In The Saine 

Boat 


/ 

Drew Stoddard 
Editor 

B
ack when the civil rights move · 
ment was at its peak, I remember 
read ing about a conversation be 

tween a prominent black man and a ve ry 
se lf·righ teous white fello w. In hi s 
attempt to persuade the black man that 
white people have a certain ancestr a l 
claim to supremacy, the white man as· 
serted that hi s forbea rs had traveled to 
this country upon the glorious deck s of 
the Mayflower, not in the dingy hold of 
some slave ship. "Well ," replied the 
black man, "we may have come here on 
different ships , but we're all in the same 
boat now." 

I first read that story many years ago, 
but it keeps com ing back into my mind 
as I watch, and think , and write about 
what is taking place in the sport of rae· 
quetball a t thi s moment. Our sport is 
emerging from a decade of turbulant 
and almost unimaginable growth , going 
from total obscurity to household word 
in less time than it takes to age a good 
bottle of wine. And , asone might expect, 
that explosive growth has come with 
some pain. Yes , there have even been 

casualties. What has evolved is a sort of 
fragmented sport-a s trange patchwork 
quilt of groups and individuals who 
ha ve sur vived by their toughness , and 
who now hover proudly , a nd sometimes 
jealou sly, over tha t which they view as 
their private domain within the sport of 
racquetball. 

There see ms to be a growing feeling 
within the industr y that it may be time 
to bring the various appe ndages of the 
sport back together aga in. We at Inter· 
national Racquetball believe it is time. 
Racquetball is now preparing to take the 
fi na I steps tha t a re necessa ry to become 
" big league." But we will never be able 
to do that if we are not unified . As the 
black man said , we mav ha ve arr ived at 
thi s port on different sh'i ps but we are all 
in the same boat now, 

Who are these groups' They are 
names with whi ch you a re probably 
familiar: 

Amateur Racquetball-Thi s is the 
group that is concerned with the "grass 
roots " players. The battle for con trol of 
thi s seg ment of the sport ha s been 
among the bloodiest in racque tba ll , but 
the survi vor is now uncontested . The 
American Amateur Racquetball Associ · 
ation, or AARA , led by Luke St. Onge 
and based in Colorado Springs now dom· 
inates American amateur racquetball 
and is rapidly spreading it s influence 
a round the world. One of th e goa ls of the 
AARA is to establi sh racquetba ll as an 
official Olympic sport. 

Women's Professional Racqu e t· 
baH-One of the grea t success s tori es of 
racq uet ba ll is the Women 's Professiona l 
Racquetba ll Association or WPRA. Born 
a mid st a virtual disaste r in 1979. the 
WPRA has become one of the mos t 
vibrant and creati ve forces in the sport 
and s tands in total control of the 
women's professional game. Th e WPRA 
is currently headed by its newl y elected 
third president, Jennifer Harding. 

Men's Professional Racquet· 
ball-Whil e the jury ma y still be out on 
thi s one, it appears th a t the Professiona I 
Racq uetball Organization , or PRO. will 
reign as the controlling force of men's 
professional racq uetball. The battle s in 
thi s area a re legend, and the stakes are 
high . But a ll indications are that PRO 
will finall y bring some much needed 
order to the sport's most visible group. 
The PRO is currently headed by rae· 
qu etba ll pioneer Bud Muehleisen. 

quetball was the recent forma tion of the 
Racquetba ll Manufacturers Assoc ia· 
tion , or RMA. This powerful group, 
which is composed of representatives of 
vi rt ua ll y every major racquetba ll manu· 
facturer , has massive resources an d 
should be ab le to act as the most effec · 
ti ve poss ibl e indus tr y \\-a tch·dog, as 
well as the sport's strongest proponen t 
of uni ty, Although no president has yet 
been selected, the accepted int erim 
leade r see ms to be "Jorm Peck of 
Ek telon . 

Club Owners-Because of the uni­
que nature of racquetball itself, this 
group plays an ex tremelv important 
part in th e gro\\·t h of the indus tr y 
Alth ough it s membersh ip is by no 
mea ns unanimou s. the In te rnati ona l 
Racq uet Spons .-\ ssoc ia ti on , or IRSA 
(formerl y the \'CC.-\ I. ha s emerged as 
the chief \'oice for racquetball club 
owners. Th e current oresident of the 
IRSA is Richard \1. Caro Jr 

We beli e\'e th at these groups should 
be recognized as .he defacto governing 
bodies o' their respective areas of the 
sport and tha t future decisions which 
affect t e ~ port of racquetba ll asa whole 
shou ld be made by a bod y composed of 
represen a ti\'es of each . It is no longer 
pos:::ib le for one a rea of the sport to 
suffer \\ Ith out affecti ng eve ryone else. 
We need to pull together. 

Th ese obse rva tions will. no doubt , 
come as a surpri se to many of our read· 
ers. Since the publi ca tion of our first 
issue, the public re sponse to Interna· 
tional Racquetba ll has been far beyond 
an\·thmg we could ha\'e e\w reasonabl y 
expected. But it seems tha our empha· 
sis on men' s professio a l racquetball 
has gi ven man y peo pl e' r.he mi staken 
impression that \\'e do no recogni ze the 
importance of the 0 her a reas in the 
sport. In light of thi" lac , \\'e ha ve reo 
eva luated our own edi 0 ial :' ance and 
have come to the <.'onclusio 1 that in 
ord er for Interna ti o, 21 Racq ue tba II to be 
a viable voice for thf I .CU 5tn·, we must 
speak to, and for . a ll a reas of racquet· 
ball. As evidence' ,):. . ur d sire to expand 
our editorial c(l \ erc •. €- . in th is issue you 
will find an i. (( n ifw wit h WPRA Presi· 
dent Jenn ifc ~ Harc' in g , and nex t 
month 's iss ue wiil include an in ·dept h, 
behind he o':C' r t:- , eDon on Luke St. 
Onge aM i ~f -\..-\RA.. . 

While \\ c '. i~1 (on inue to provide the 
most comp:.:-·c pro 'ess ional coverage 
poss ible \,-,\' be:'t' \e it is time that we 
gi\'e prnp.;- r n,g Iti on to the oth ers in 
th e boa .' :,c , ', t feel it is time that 
e\'e n'o .to i11 ' ~.t: boa t start rowing in th e 
sam e dlrn ·i.Ji 



Letters to the Editor 


Dear Mr. Stoddard: I 
As the player representative for sev­

eral of the game's top players, I would 
like to take this opportunity to comment 
on your article "The Other Side of 
Marty." After having witnessed the 
efforts of various groups and entities in 
their attempts to form a players' union, I 
have arrived at two (which I feel are 
important) observations: 

l. 	No players' association can ade­
quately represent the game's top 
players when such group is com­
posed of both amateurs and 
professionals. 

2. 	 For any players association to be 
successful, it must be composed of 
the game's top players and their 
involvement either personally or by 
representation must be from the 
association's inception. It is ludi­
crous to believe that any associa· 
tion can establish itself and then 
seek the participation of the game's 
top players. 

Having attended the meeting with the 
representatives of PRO and the manu­
facturers in Anaheim, I was once again 
dismayed to learn that PRO had not 
even established criteria for member· 
ship yet they had elected a board and 
were representing themselves as the 
new players' association. This associa· 
tion is taking on a very striking resemb· 
lance to that formed in Tucson during 
the 1979 Nationals wherein anyone 
could join and thereby be eligible to vote. 
Furthermore. with respect to appear­
ance fees, I take issue with your state· 
men t tha t Charlie Drake denied 
receiving an appearance fee for Marty to 
participate in the Toronto event. While I 
was not at all pleased that such payment 
was in fact made (especially after Clive 
Caldwell had personally assured me 
that no such appearance fees would be 
paid to any player) Charlie Drake 
informed those in attendance tha t he 
told Mr. Caldwell that because Marty 
would be returning from Europe just 
prior to the event and because he felt 
that participation could in fact jeopard· 
ize Marty's ranking, he would require 
an appearance fee in the amount of 
$5000.00. He further advised the group 
that including Bret in such fee was 
merely an afterthought. I am neither a 
proponent or an advocate of appearance 
fees and the Toronto event should 
merely serve as a lesson to us all. Any 
complaint that prize money is distrib· 
uted unequally merely evidences the 
fact that the majority of players do not 
feel they are capable of achieving the 
number one ranking. 

While I wholeheartedly endorse the 

various entities attempting to establish 
a players' association, it must be abso­
lutely certain that such organization 
does not attempt to take away the indi­
vidual bargaining position of a particu­
lar player. 

Sincerely, 

Jerry Day 
Attorney at Law 
Oklahoma City, OK 

Note: Jerry Day serves as the agent and 
representative for Dave Peck and Gregg 
Peck. 

Mr. Stoddard responds: 

First of all, Mr. Day's letter gives me a 
chance to address the one error that regret­
tably appeared in my article "The Other 
Side of Marty." In that article I stated 
that Charlie Drake had denied receiving 
any fee from the Toronto tournament. 
That information was obtained from cer· 
tain parties who were in attendance and 
was, as Mr. Day points out, in error. Mr. 
Drake openly acknowledged and discussed 
the payment of the fee during the Ana· 
heim meeting. Since the item was 
included in the article for the benefit of 
Mr. Drake and Marty Hogan, it never 
occurred to me that the information might 
be inaccurate. I apologizefor the error and 
stand corrected. 

With respect to which players shall 
receive voting within PRO, it is my under· 
standing from conversations with Bud 
Muehleisen that such a policy has not yet 
been determined, and that it will be 
addressed in the near future by the players 
thfmselves. I know of no one, however, 
who has suggested allowing amateur play­
ers the same voting rights as touring pro· 
fessionals. The obvious problem that 
confronts the players is deciding what con· 
stitutes a professional player. It is a ques· 
tion for which I haveno answer, bullet me 
state once again that I believe the purpose 
of a players' association is to protect the 
legitimate rights of all professional play· 
frs. To be more specific, it is my feeling 
Ihat probably 25 to 35 Players qualzfy at 
Ihis moment as professional men players. 
Any /eU'fr or more than those numbers 
u'ould, I believe, be an invitation to abuse. 
I regard as ludicrolls the recent suggestion 
by some 0/ the top players that all profes· 
sionals be controlled by an association 
composed 0/ only the top four players. 

It appears to be Ivlr. Day's understand· 
ing thai PRO has alread.v voted on a 
number of issues. Again, I have not been 
present at ail PRO meelings but it is my 
understanding that the only pote that has 
thus far bfen takfn U'as fhe vote at the 
Anaheim PRO meeting in which three 
players U'erf selected as an ad·hoc commit· 
tee to makf some basic recommendations 

Continued on Page 42 
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News 


NAVARRO AND RASMUSSEN 
TAKE JUNIORS TITLES 

Ray Navarro of El Paso, Texas, won 
the 18-and-under division of the AARA 
Junior Nationals by defeating Andy 
Roberts of Memphis, Tennessee, in the 
final, 15-7, 15-10. Trina Rasmussen of 
Jacksonville, Oregon, ousted Becky 
Rush of Sherwood, Arkansas, for the 
Girls 18-and-under title. The tourna­
ment, which is considered the most 
prestigious junior event in Racquetball, 
was held at the All Sport Racquetball 
and Fitness Club in Fishkill, New York, 
June 21-26. For complete results see 
s tory on page 17. 

WPRA BEGINS PRO DOUBLES 

The Women's Professional Racquet­
ball Association will add prodoublesdiv­
isions to each WPRA event for the 
1983-84 season, according to newly 
elected WPRA President Jennifer Hard­
ing. Each pro doubles event will pay 
total prize money of $2000 which is 
being contributed from WPRA funds. 
The purpose of the additional division , 
according to Harding, is to provide more 
matches for spectators, to give early 
round losers a chance to cover their 
expenses, and to keep the pro women 
around the tournament longer. 

The WPRA will also be giving a $200 
credit to the winner of the amateur div­
ision at each pro stop. That credi t will be 
used towards travel expenses to the 
WPRA Nationals in Ft. Worth, Texas. 

HOGAN LEAVES DP LEACH 
TO JOIN PRO-KENNEX 

One of the longest standing relation­
ships in professional racquetball came 
to an end with the announcement that 
Marty Hogan has discontinued his rela­
tionship with DP Leach, effective Jul y 
15. Hogan will be joining Pro-Kennex, 
one of the world 's largest manufactur­
ers of tennis equipment, to form a new 
racquetball racquet line that will be 
known as Hogan Racquetball. 

According to Jim Thompso n, Vice 
President of Sales and Marketing at 
Diversified Products , DP's approach to 
promoting racquetball ha s changed con­
siderably during the past year as the 
company has become more involved in 
supporting amateur racquetball events, 
sponsoring more amateur and profes­
sional tournaments, and sponsoring 
additional players . "Although we have 
worked to develop a mutally beneficial 
long term arrangement with Marty for 
the past year, an agreement couldn't be 
reached," explained Thompson. "Cer­
tainly we are disappointed that Marty 
will no longer be associated wi th the DP 
Leach line, but we wish him welI in his 
future endeavors. DP's commitment to 

promoting consumer interest in rac­
quetball remains firm and we feel that 
our direction is extremely positive and 
for the betterment of the sport and DP." 

According to Pro Kennex, the new 
Hogan Racquetball division will 
"initially manufacture two high­
technology racquets using the same 
advanced construction techniques and 
innovation that Pro Kennex has utilized 
with graphite and graphite-composite 
materials in the production of tennis, 
squash, and badminton racquets. Speci­
fications for the design and construction 
of both models will be personally over­
seen by Hogan , as he expands his invol­
vement in the sport be yo nd basic 
product endorsement and into the dailv 
business of racquetball equipment man­
ufacturing and marketing." 

Marty Hogan 's relations-hip with 
Leach goes back to the earliest days of 
Hogan's ca reer and of professional rac­
quetball itself. Most indust ry observe rs 
credit Hogan's name and reputation as 
largely responsible for building Leach 
Industries into one of racquetball' s larg­
est equipment manufacturers. Hogan 
has never played a professio nal el'ent 
with anything other than a Leach rac­
quet. Hogan's separation from Leach 
has been rumored since the company 
was bought by Diversified Products of 
Opelika, Alabama, in 1981. 

EKTELON, OSHMANS 
ANNOUNCE CALIFORNIA 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Ektelon has joined the Oshmans 
chain of sporting goods stores to sponsor 
the first Ektelon / Oshmans California 
State Championships . The events wi ll 
fea ture play in open through novice div­
isions in two regional qualifying tourna­
ments that will feed into a state final s 
tournament. First and second place fin ­
ishers will recei ve free tran sportation to 
the State Finals. The Ektelon Speed­
Flite is the official tournament ball. 

Ektelon Product Manager !'\orm Peck 
explained the rationale for the new tour­
nament series: 

"While California is possibly the most 
enthusiastic racquetball playing state, 
it is one of the only states that doesn't 
have its own state championship tour­
nament. The Ektelon/Oshmans Califor­
nia State Championships will fill that 
void and underscore the commitments 
of our respective companies to the grass 
roots racq uet ba II pia yer." 

The dates and loca tions for the events 
are: 
Northern Regional, Schoebers. 
Fremont, CA, Sept 15-16; Southern 
Regional, King's Court, Westmins ter. 
CA, Oct 8-9; State Finals, Spon ­
Gallery, Anaheim, CA Oct 29-30. 

AARA ANNOUNCES EVENTS 

The American Amateur Racquetball 
Association, the governing body of ama­
teur racquetball. has announced the 
dates and locations for its major tourna­
ments for the 1983-84 season. They are 
as follows: 

Central American Games, Costa 
Rica, Oct 9-14, 1983; AARA 
Doubles, St. Petersburg, FL, Oct 27­
30, 1983; AARA Singles, Houston , 
TX , May 24-28, 1984; AARA 
Juniors, Dal·ison . MI, June 20-24, 
1984; World Games, Sacramento, 
CA July 16-22. 1984. 

For more information contact Luke 
St. Onge. AARA. 815 North Weber , 
Su ite 203. Colorado Springs. Colorado 
80903. 1303 j 635-5396. 

RACQ ETBALL 
MA j\TFACTURERS MEET 

The Racquetball Manufacturers 
Association (RMA) held a meeting in 
Chicago on Wednesday,July 27. Attend­
ing the meeting were representatives of 
most major manufacturers of racquet­
ball related equipment and representa­
tives of the Professional Racquetball 
Organization (PRO), a men's pro play­
er's association. According to members 
who attended the meeting, good pro­
gress was made towa rd fi na Iizi ng the 
para meters of next season's profes­
siona I tour, as well as esta blishing a ce n­
tral offic e for the purpose of 
coordinat ing all areas of the sport of rae­
quetba II. Beca use of the sensitive nature 
of the ongoing negotiations, the RMA 
and PRO ha ve requested that specific 
detail s of the meeting not be di sclosed at 
this time. 

"We hope we will shortly be able to 
make an announcement about the com­
ing season." said a spokesma n for the 
group. "bu r we 're all in agreement that 
II' e \,'aTH cver l' lhi ng to be st ructured 
cor ree II' fo we make any announce­
ment. T- eo s hi g wecansayatthis 
time is hat /:'I'tcr \tili g is looking very 
posiril-e- here', ~ro ab ly more genu­
ine cooperation ri hr now than there's 
ever b it e sport of racquetball." 

JOH~ EGER~tA~ MARRIED 

Pro ·e.::;io _a l player John Egerman of 
Boi. , Ide , o. was married to Elaine 
Johns 0 0 _ F:, Lauderdale, Florida, on 
JlI r:2 i . . We a t International 
Racqt.:e -ball \fagazine wish to extend 
OUf congra-ulat ions and bes t wishes to 
John a c Ela ine. 
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Come into ComputerLand®and 
we'll show you how the IBM Personal 
Computer can give you the thrill 

of victOry. 
With a challenging program 

called Microsoft Decathlon, you can 
compete in the world's most demanding 
athletic contest. 

Run the 100 meter dash. Clear the hurdles. 
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We'll also show you how the IBM Personal 
Computer's animated color graphics, music 

and sound effects create the excitement of 
real competition. 

So let the games begin. Put on your 
sneakers and head for ComputerLand® 

tOday. Our expert staff will demonstrate 
. . all the ways the IBM Personal 

Computer can be your tOol for 
modern times. 

The IBM Personal Computer at 

Computerland' 
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1983 

Player of the Year 


Mike Yelle 

I 

would be difficult to overstate 
Mike Yellen's accomplishments 
during the 1982-83 profession al 

racquetball season. After having a 
first half-season that was hot and 
cold, Mike held off his charge for the 
championship until the last possible 
second, and then proceeded to scorch 
the field. Indeed. following his 
quarterfinal loss to Gregg Peck at the 
Austin stop in March , he was all but 
counted out as a serious threat to even 
reach the top two. Marty Hogan's vic­
tory in Austin gave him so large a 
point lead over the rest of the field, it 
appeared nearly impossible that 
anyone, let alone fourth-ranked 
Yellen , would be able to overtake him. 
For the rest of the season Mike did not 
lose a single match, winning four con­
secutive tournaments, three of which 
w ere national championships: 
Tarant 0, Anaheim, Chicago. and 
Atlanta. He beat Marty Hogan and 
Dave P ec k three times each in those 
four events. He ended the season with 
five t ou rn ame nt victories, three 
national cro wns, and th e undisputed 
titl e of National Champion. 

F or a ny on e who has followed pro­
fessiona l r acq ue tball it seems incredi­
bl e that Mike Yel len is only 23 years 

old. He has been playing profession­
ally since he was 16, a nd has been a 
powerful force in the game for most of 
that time. At one time, for a period of 
about four months in 1980, Mike 
became the first player to move M a rt y 
Hogan out of the number one position 
when he beat Hogan twice, an d won 
major events in Boston, Atl anta. and 
Omaha. 

What makes Mik e Yellen's rise to 
the top this season really signif icant is 
that he did it with a s t yle of play th at is 

quite oppos i te t hat which has domi­
nated the modern pro game. He is the 
most sur.cessful li v ing disciple of th e 
Charlie Brumfield school o f co ntrol 
racquetball. The foundations of hi s 
ga me are hi g h- pe rcentage shot selec­
tio n, consistent execution. and intense 
r.o ncen tr a tion . In addition. this season 
h e s ho we d a ne w aggressive dimen­
s io n in hi s ga me wh ich ac counted for 
much of his success against the power­
ful styles of Hogan, Ped and Harnett. 
His game -plan is simple; exp,rt as 
much pressure as possible by playing 
solid. error-free racquetball, and then 
take quick advantage of thp, errors that 
pressure produces from your 
oppo nent. 

The spectre of Mike Yellen in r.on­
trol of the number one ranking has to 
be somewhat sobering for the handful 
of other players who possess the talent 
to r eac h the top. Nearly everyone 
agrees that Yellen's accomplishment 
is n o fluke-it is the result of an 
unimaginable amount of work and 
experience. H e is now the best living 
racquetball pl aye r. and to those who 
know Mike i t isob v iousheisnotgo ing 
to let that distinction slip away with­
out a very determined fi g ht. 
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1983 

Player of the Year 


Lynn Adams 

T his was unquestionably the 

most difficult choice of all this 
year's awards, not because 

Lynn Adams didn't haveagood season 
but because Heather McKay also had 
such an outstanding year. Together, 
these two champions so totally domi­
nated women's racquetball that only 
one tournament in which they partici­
pated was won by any other player. 
They each ended the season with six 
tournament wins. McKay finished the 
season with the number one ranking, 
but Adams won the WPRA Nationals. 
The selection of Lynn Adams as the 
recipient of this year's award was 
ba sed pri maril yon her la te sea son per­
formance. Heather McKay should 
know, however, that the choice was 
about as close as it could possibly be. 

The 1982-83 season was really the 
second year in a row that Lynn Adams 
has been at the top of her sport. And 
though she did not dominate the game 
as strongly this year as last , that fact 
was probably due more to McKay's 
determination than any problems with 
Adams' game itself. Nevertheless. 

Lynn demonstrated again this year 
that when she is playing well she is the 
best-she held a head-to-head advan­
tage of 4-3 over McKay at year's end. 

Her season might have been even 
stronger had it not been for early sea­
son distractions caused by her prepa­
rations for ABC's Superstars 

Competition. After missing a couple of 
tournaments she seemed to have trou­
ble getting back on track, losing twice 
to Vicki Panzeri. But her season began 
to improve in San Francisco where she 
won on front wall glass, and repeated 
three weeks later in Seattle. She 
capped her season by defeating 
Heather McKay in the finals of the 
WPRA National Championships in 
Chicago, where she also teamed with 
Terri Gilreath to claim the WPRA 
National Doubles Championships. 

The Ektelon Championships 
remained her Waterloo. She was elimi­
nated in the quarterfinals of the Ana­
heim tournament, the only major title 
she has never won. That's all right 
Lynn: Bjorn Borg never won the U.S. 
Open. 

Lynn Adams is a worthy and popu­
·lar champion for women's profes­
sional racquetball. She shows good 
sportsmanship and seems universally 
liked by her peers. She has raised 
women's racquetball to a new high. 
and it seems she still has resources to 
tap. 
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1983 

Most Improved Player 


Gregg Peck 

G

regg Peck was chosen as this 
year's Most Improved Player 
not because he simply got bet­

ter. A lot of players did that, and Gregg 
himself has shown substantial 
improvement in virtually everyone of 
his three years as a professional. But 
1983 marked the emergence of Gregg 
Peck a s a major force in professional 
racquetball. He strongly influenced 
the outcome of nearly every major 
event in which he participated. More 
importantly, he made great strides in 
two important area s of the game 
which many tal e nted players are 
never able to conquer: maturity, and 
mental toughness. He has been largely 
overlooked in professional racquet­
ball. partly because of the success of 
his older brother Dave, and partly 
because his game-style is less spectac­
ular than some. This year he served 
notice he will not be overlooked any 
longer. 

Gregg had little diffi culty this sea­
son with anyone but the top three 
players. His domination of Bret Har­

nett, which extends back to his victory 
over Bret in the Junior Nationals, 
became apparent in Toronto and Chi­
cago. His best victory of the year was 
his upset of Mike Yellen on his home 
turf in Austin , Texas. Overall. his well 
rounded but aggressive game proved 

formidable to nearly everyone he 
faced. 

As one would expect, Gregg's game 
bears resemblenc es to that of his 
brother Da ve, to whom he attributes 
most of his expertise . But there are 
now signs that in certain areas Gregg's 
abilities may someday surpass those 
of his immensely talented older 
brother. Many believe he is quicker­
he is one of the best retrievers [and 
divers) in the game. More importantl y, 
he seems to be mentally steadier and 
far less volatile than Dave, and there­
fore seems to be immune to the lege nd­
ary Peck temperament problem s. 

Gregg Peck's rise in the pro racquet­
ball ranks is also good news for the 
sport in general. He is a world-class 
sportsman, and has earned a long­
standing reputation for being one of 
the best liked and most pleasant young 
men on the tour . As one pro said 
recently, "Anyone who doesn't lik e 
Gregg has a real problem." He has a 
great future in a sport that is lucky to 
have him. 
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T here was little question in any­
one's mind this year which 
player deserved the 1983 Most 

Improved Women's Player Award. 
Vicki Panzeri, of Seattle, Washington, 
brought her year-end ranking up five 
notches and became a real force among 
the top women professional players. 
She defeated Lynn Adams in consecu­
tive tournaments, and won her first 
major title in Tucson, in February. In 
addition to her win she had one sec­
ond, three quarterfinals, and a strong 
semifinal showing at the WPRA 
Nationals in Chicago. Her list of 
defeated opponents over the course of 
the year looks like a "who's who" of 
women's pro racquetball: Lynn 
Adams, Shannon Wright, Laura Mar­
tino, Terri Gilreath, Marci Greer, and 
Jennifer Harding. 

1983 

Most Improved Player 


• 

• 

Vicki Panzeri 

Vicki is finally beginning to realize 

her tremendous potential after years 
of fighting it out in the lower ranks and 
in regional tournaments throughout 
the Northwest. She has all the tools 
necessary to reach the top: speed. 
power. control. and experience. And 
she is now gaining the confidence that 
comes only with beating the top 
players. 

In addition to being named the Most 
Improved Women's Player by Interna­
tional Racquetball Magazine. Vicki 
was recently awarded the same title 
by her peers when she received the 
AMF Voil Most Improved Player 
Award, which is presented annually 
by the WPRA. 

Our contratulations go to Vicki on a 
truly fine year and our wishes for a 
even better 1983-84 season. 
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Junior Nationals 

Ray Navarro takes the National Juniors crown in New York. 

Rav Navarro. of EI Paso. Texas. won 
the IS-and-under divi sion of the U.S. 
National Juni or Racquetball Cham­
pions hips which were held June 21-26at 
the All Sport RacquetbaJl and Fitn ess 
Club in Fishkill. New York . Navarro. 
who is a s tudent of top ranked men's 
professional Dave Peck . defeated Andy 
Roberts of Tennessee in the final. 15-7. 
15-10. In thegirl s J8-and-underdi vision 
Trina Ra s mu sse n of Jackson vill e . 
Oregon. defeated Becky Rush of Sher­
wood Arkansas. 15-9.12-15. 15-8forthe 
title. The Junior Nationals . sponsored 
by the DP Leach and Penn Athletic Prod­
ucts Company, was held over a five-day 
period and crown ed 22 new National 
Champions in both singles and doubles . 

By winning the event. both Nava rro 
and Rasmussen became automatic qual­
ifiers for the U.S. National Team and 
will compete for the Unit ed States in the 
Central American Games this October. 
The ti tIe of Nati ona I Junior Cha mpion is 
also considered by man v to be one of the 
most pres tigious' titles" in racquetball. 
and is oft en t he precursor of a successf ul 
profess ional career. Past Junior Cham­
pion s include Gregg Peck. Doug Cohen. 
Scott Hawkin s. Gerrv Pri ce and John 
Egerman. 

This year over 580 entrants ,-ied for 
the 22 coveted titl es. 

TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

Boys, 18 and under - Ray Navarro del Andy 
Roberts . 15-7. 15-10 : Peter Chardavoyne 
del. Chuc k Teets for 3rd. 

Girls, 18 and under - Trina Rasmussen def. 
Becky Rush. 15-9 . 12-15. 15-8 : Marc i 
Drexler del Mo Nard lor 3rd. 

Boys, 16 and under - Cliff Swain del Mike 
Lowe. 15-10. 15-9 Chris Cole del David 
Garcia lor 3rd. 

Girls, 16 and under - Michelle Morrow del 
Dorothy Vali. 15-4. 15-1 . Lisa Anthony del . 
Shelly Lee lor 3rd. 

Boys, 14 and under - David Simonette def 
Todd Kohout. 15-12. 15-13: James Lorello 
def Oscar Gonzalez. 15-10. 15-11 for 3rd . 

Girls, 14 and under - Elaine Mardas def 
Christine Upson , 15-13. 15-10: Robin Levine 
def Janet Burke for 3rd . 

Boys, 12 and under - Nolan Glantz def John 
Gilooly . 15-6. 15-8: Duane LeGi11 def Brian 
Jorgenson 15-5. 15-5 for 3rd . 

Girls, 12 and under - Kimberly Pinola def 
Stephanie Pinola , forfeit: Heather Adler 
defeated Alma Fuentes for 3rd. 

Boys, 10 and under - John Ellis def Ariel 
Labra. 14-15. 15-1 . 15-4: Chris Conte def 
Ivan Labra. 0-15.15-9. 17-15 for 3rd . 

Girls, 10 and under - Erica Whilhite def 
Angie Pellegrino. 15-3 . 15-9 : Debbie 
Stapleton def Candice Conway. 15-14. 15-8. 
for 3rd. 

Boys, 8 and under - Suds Monchick def . 
Craig Szyz . 11-5 . 11-6: Jon Xynid is def 
Kullen Dickinson . 11-6. 11-2 for 3rd . 

Girls, 8 and under - Kelli fisher def Jill 
Butler. 11-8. 11-1 : Hayden May def Eileen 
Long for 3rd. 

DOUBLES 

Boys, 18 and under - Kle in/ Montalbano del 
Ganim/ Leone : Chardavoy ne/ Rubin def 
Negrete/ Brechon lor 3rd. 

Girls, 18 and under - Nard / Drexler del 
Cal deron / Friedma n: G insberb /Winter del 
Johnson/Rush for 3rd . 

Girls. 16 and under - Morrow/Pulis del 
Hea l y i Pfau : Anthon y/ Gilbertie def 
TerracinoKuch enreu ther for 3rd 

Boys , 14 and under - Doy le /Kohout def 
Si monett e 'Uazza no Gonzalez /Lorello del 
Hangas! Pekovi ch 'or 3rd 

Girls, 14 and under - Marda s Levine del 
Wyble/ Russl er Afford AHord del Anthony/ 
Kamyck lor 3rd 

Boys, 12 and under - G lantz i LeG l1i def 
Locker / Nelson : G li o ol y ' Delaney def 
Ellis/ Russell lor 3rd . 

Girls , 12 and under - Pin o la/ Pinola def 
Adler/ Doyle: Gillman :Reld l del Stapleton / 
Stapleton for 3rd. 

Boys, 10 and under - Dal y/ Hogan del 
Conte / Me y er : Xynidis / Grelecki del 
Fisher/ Jeffrey for 3rd. 

CONSOLATIONS: Boys. 18 - Jim Jeffers ; 
Boys. 16 - Tab Chapa ; Boys, 14 - Jon 
Gilman: Boys . 12 - Bart Turner: Boys , 10­
Derek Locker: Boys . 8 - Matt Lavoie. 

Girls . 18 - Corinna Percival: Girls. 16 - Carrie 
Heal y : Girls 14 - Kim Russell : Girls . 12 - Pam 
Afford : Girls . 10 - Sarah Nesbitt ; Girls, 8­
Dana Crawford. 

Ray Navarro 
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Q&A 
with 

Jennifer Harding 

A Candid Interview with WPRft:s New President 


Jennifer Harding, of Milwaukie, 
Oregon, was recently installed as the third 
president of the Women's Professional 
Racquetball Association. She is, herself, a 
highly accomplished professional player, 
currently ranked #1 0 in the world by the 
WPRA. She is a two-time National Dou­
bles Champion, was a runner-up for the 
Nationals Singles Championships in 
1978, and has two major tour event titles 
to her credit_ 

In addition to her responsibilities as a 
playing professional and as president of 
the WPRA, Jennifer is part owner of the 
East Side Athletic Club in Milwaukie , 
Oregon_ Jennifer is one of the most visible 
and best liked women professional players 
of all time_ 

Could you give us a little of your 
own background in racquetball? 

I started playing along time ago for 
exercise. In college I was in liberal arts 
and my time was really limited so I 
started playing paddleball. It was a good 
sport for getting a good workout in a 
short period of time. By the time Igradu­
ated there was no such thing as 
paddleball-people were playing with 
strung racquets_ We just kept playing 
for fun, and played in a few tourna­
ments here and there_ There was no pro 
racquetball then , of course. We just 
really played for fun_ Who would have 
ever dreamed that there would be a pro 
tour one day and that I would end up 

makIng my living at it? 
I played in the first amateur Nationals 

and did fairly weI!. Ektelon picked me up 
shortly after that and I've been with 
them ever since. That's been 10 years 
ago now. 

Why are there separate men's and 
women's professional tours? 
Weren't the two together at one 
time? 

Yes , in the early years we were with 
the men . Then , over the years we just 
grew and grew and we just got to a point 
where it was time to part ways. It was 
not really anything against the men. We 
just thought we could showcase more 
men and women in more cities if we 
were separate. 

Also , when we were with the men we 
didn't feel that we were getting a chance 
to show off the women 's game. We 
always seemed to have the worst play­
ing times , and every time more money 
came in it went to the men's side. And 
there we were tryi ng to tell the younger 
girls that they would be able to make 
money, or at least that they would be 
able to make expenses on the tour. We 
never really said anyone would be able 
to make a great living. 

So we decided at a national tourna­
ment in Chicago that we were going to 
have to take a chance (a nd separate), 
and we sa t out for six month s while we 
looked for a viable way to get our own 

tour going. The hard part was when we 
decided to do that we were still unsure 
whether anyone would pay to see just 
the women. That was a real question. 

Can we assume that you're here 
now to tell us that time has shown 
that people do want to see the 
women play? 

Yes , and it 's really rewarding for me 
to see it because I've been in this since 
its infancy. This is the second year in a 
row that we have our entire tour 
announced by the end of July- This 
year's tour is 14 stops and about 
$175,000 in total prize money. The 
schedule is really strong. We also havea 
couple more potential stops that are still 
in negotia tion . 

But the whole women's professional 
racquetball thing was viable for only 
one reason , and tha t 's beca use all the 
women agreed to s ti ck togehter. We 
didn ' t have a Mart~· Hoga n who said 
"Hey, I'm not going to go along with 
you," or a Charlie Drake who wanted to 
control e\-ernhi ng. The only reason 
we're whe re we are now is because we 
all stuck to et her. 

Are most of the women still upset 
at the men for the problems that 
took place three or four years ago, 
or is there a desire to get the tours 
back together? 

\\-e ·,e c:l kind of upset that we've 
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been second rate to the men. but we 
know tha t t he men a re jus t as import ant 
as we are . We know they hit the ba ll 
hard er and the y' re faste r. That's why 
there's a difference. But we think people 
also want to see us pla y. We all love that 
Ektel on tournament and think it's 
important to ha ve the men and women 
together at times. They do it in tennis. 
Yet I do think the idea of gett ing more of 
us out to more cities is important also. I 
think the idea of ha ving some tourna­
ment s together and some separa te is a 
good one _ 

What's the current relationship 
between the WPRA and IMG 
(International Management 
Group). They have handled your 
tour for the last couple of years, 
haven't they? 

Yes. We just signed our new three 
yea r contract with IMG thi s w-eek. and 
v.;e're verv excited about it. In that con· 
tract is ~ new one·year promotional 
package that we ha ven't had before. A 
littl e \v hil e back Lvnn (Adam s) and I 
we re talking and v.;e both agreed that 
th e promot ional effort was the a rea we 
had a ll neglected th e most. So thi s year 
we have a ll otted mone \' out of our asso­
ciati on that \",ill go to 'IMG for the pur· 
pose of promotion. Now IMG will not 
onl y be handlingour merchandi s ing and 
s ite contracts. but they will be acting as 
our PR firm also. And. sure. we'll be 
paying fo r it. but we feel everything 
IM G does is done fir s t class . It 's been a 
good relati onship. You know. they took 
us on when no one else wo uld . 

Who are the other sponsors for the 
women's tour? 

Besides just finalizing the IMG con· 
tract. which includ es the PR pac kage . it 
looks like AMF Voit will go with us for 
a nother two Years. We haven't signed 
that contract' vet but it looks like we 
will. We' re very' happv to ha ve that asso­
ciation. Al so . we\'e just finalized Kan · 
garoo shoes as the official shoe. which is 
an exce llent product deal for the 
members. 

Are there going to be any changes 
in the WPRA tour this year? 

We've done a couple of rea l exc iting 
things this sum mer for next year. We're 
trying to pu t some t hi ngs toget her for 
the pla\,ers at the grass root s level. How 
is a gir l going to have aspi rat ions to 
beco me a profe ss ional r ac quetball 
player) It '~ U Igh to start ou t on t he tour 
if you don 't • a\'e a sponsor. beca use 
many of th e- \ oun ger.lower ranked pla y· 
er s ca n't ma :e e n ough to make 
ex penses. Thrt'l' \ l'i!r ':' ago a lot of girls 
los t sponsors duro () companies either 
going out of bu s i n e ,~ or just cutting 

I think whether it's us or the men it always 
goes back to the same theme: are you 
doing it for yourself or for the betterment of 
professional racquetball? ... you have to 
establish policies based on what is best for 
the game. 

back on expenses. Tha t even included 
my own sponsor . Ektelon. So we looked 
at the s ituation and realized, " Hey, 
we've got to do some things to help some 
people." One thing we've done is to re­
s tructure the pri ze money at the tourna · 
ments. Lynn (Adams) and the other top 
players ha ve been extremely supportive . 
always in the past. of res tructuring our 
prize money-w e don't put all our 
money at the top like the men do. We 
wa nt the top 16 or the top 32 players at 
all the event s so we 've spread ou t the 
monev so more girl s ca n go. If a girl can ! 
get to the I 6's she can make back a good 
part of her expenses. 

Al so, s ince we have been fortunate 
enough to accumulate some monev in 
our assoc iati on, we're going to use some 
of that mone y to run wo men 's pro dou­
bles event s at a ll of the tournamenmts 
this year . We tr ied it a coupl e of times 
last year and it rea ll y worked out great . 
It gives peopl e more mat ches to watch, 
and it gi\'es the girl s who lose early in 
the singles a chance to make a littl e 

I more mone y. Some of girl s are really 
good doubles players, but the y get ner­
\'o us when th ey play s ingles. Mos t 
importantly, th ough. the doubles div· 
ision will encourage the girls to sta y 
around the tournaments longer, which 
the tournament directors reallv like. 

Then, at our Ala ska board meeting in 
Jul v we decided to a ll ot $200 to any tour­
nament that \\'ould agree to run a 
women 's open amateur di vis ion along 
with the pro event. The girl that wins 
that open di vis ion wi ll get a $200 credit 
from the WPRA that ca n be used toward 
her ex penses to the Nationals. So we're 
putting up $200 times 14 events out of 
the association money to encourage 
those people at the grass roots level-we 
want to gi ve those girls a reason to play. 

Another thing I should mention is 
that we ha ve now signed, or will soon 
sign. a three year cont ract with the club 
in Ft. Worth for our Nationals. That' s 
exciting because we'll finally kno\\' \\'ell 
ahead of time where and \\'hen the 
Nat ionals will be held . E\'en yea r now 
we will ha ve a wome n's pro singles 
champion. two women's pro doubles 
champi ons. and an amateur champion. 
Those will all be determined the the Ft. 
Worth Nat ionals . 

You've made a change in your 
ranking system for the coming sea­
son, haven't you? 

Yes , we just put a little more empha· 
si on our tournaments that are between 
$6.000 and $10,000_ We wanted, origi­
nall y, to put most oftheemphasis on the 
$10,000 plus stops, but s in ce about half 
of our s tops are in the lower bracket we 
decided we needed to give the lower 
money tournaments a littl e more 
weight. We just decided it wasn't fair to 
make the rankings so heavily weighted 
on five tournaments when we were 
reall y playing 12 to 14. We've been fid­
dling with this system now for a few 
yea rs and it seems to be working reall y 
well. We made thi s one minor change 
thi s yea r but other than that it seems to 
be rea l fair. It ha s to be, because a lot of 
th e girl s really keep track. 

We al so voted this year to retain the 
scoring system we started using last 
year. 
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We know that we'd better make decisions 
that are best for the sponsors, and we'd 
better make decisions that make owners 
happy, or we aren't going to be invited 
back and nobody's going to come up with 
the prize money. 

How are the policies of the WPRA 
established. 

We have a board meeting and a gen­
eral meeting at each tournament. The 
board meets on Wednesday and then we 
have the general meeting the following 
day where the board reports to the gen­
eral body. The board itself is elected 
once a year. The President and Vice­
President have one-year terms, the oth· 
ers have two-year terms. Then we have 
a number of committees that report 
directly to the board. It is the board that 
basically votes on all the specific issues. 
Usually they will take each issue before 
the body to try to get some feed back 
before voting but basically the board 
con trois everyt hi ng. 

When the board is elected, all 
members of the WPRA get to vote. 
Those elections take place each year at 

our Nationals. The tournament prior to 
that we take nominations, and then take 
them again just prior to voting. 

As you may be aware, there is quite 
a bit of discussion right now among 
the men as to who should be 
allowed to vote in the association. 
Manv of the men seem to feel that 
only ~players who have achieved a 
certain ranking should have that 
privilege. Has the WPRA ever 
encountered any problems by 
allowing all members voting 
rights? 

No, not at all. You have to give the 
voting rights to everybody-that's the 
only way you can be democratic. I think 
whether it's usor the men it always goes 
back to the same theme: are you doing it 

20 

for yourself or for the betterment of pro­
fessional racquetball? In the case of the 
men they had better be thinking about 
the betterment of the sport because 
they've already shown that Marty 
Hogan, or any other single player, is not 
the whole men's tour anymore. It's 
always been our feeling that you have to 
establish policies based on what is best 
for the game. 

I've sat in some of our own meetings 
that were pretty heated talking about 
this. And I have to say that Lynn 
(Adams) and Heather (McKay) havejust 
been so gracious and understanding. It's 
probably because we've all been through 
the hassles together. We know that we'd 
better make decisions that are best for 
the sponsors, and we'd better makedeci­
sions that make owners happy, or we 
aren't going to be invited back, and 
nobody's going to come up with the prize 
money. 

So we're happy to have everyone vote. 
In fact. we almost established a policy at 
one time that said we had to have a 
certain number of low ranking players 
on the important committees because 
we want their input. If you just let the 
top players control it youjust havea real 
ego problem-but you can't just let the 
bottom players control it either. We've 
been very careful about this. We want 
those lower ranking girls on our com­
mittees. And there are sacrifices for all 
of us; sometimes you have to attend a 
board meeting two hours before an 
important match and it's tough, but we 
all do it. 

How do most of the women profes­
sional players make a living if they 
are unable to make enough on the 
tour? 

I'd say that most of the women hold 
down jobs. Therefore some don't get to 
come to all of thestopsjust because they 
can't get off work. We've also stipulated 
in our sight contracts with the owners 
that they must provide housing for our 
women. Most of the tournaments really 
like it. They not only house them, they 
usually feed them and prm-ide transpor­
tation. And then the tournament usu­
ally puts on a banquet for all of us. So 
really the only expense the girls have is 
getting to the e\'ent 

Some girls do h2 \'e sponsors. Some 
ha ve cl u bs th a '. (- 1D pa y their way. Most 
of the girls 2rc I .! e :"; \ if they're bre2king 
even but t r.t \ :-ea ll \' believe in what 
we're doing . T" whole thing seems to 
be he lpir.; , .; r ;maude. Our r2nks are 
grO\\ Jn :-- g\.J: now we h2ve about a 
h undrni - It: --:-.DH S 2nd bv the end of this 
\'ea r \': - ;' f t;oing to have'three hundred, 
I iU!i~ ~ ~ :-: \ :.- i~. 



A Player By Player Revievv of the Top 

10 Men and Wom.en Pros for 1982-83 


H
ere they are-the ten best men 
and women players in profes­
sional racquetball for 1983. The 

men's rankings are from Interna­
tional Racquetball's Computer Rank­
ings and the women's are from the 
WPRA's official list. 

The 1982-83 season saw a strong 
power shift at the very top of men's 
professional racquetball with Mike 
Yellen 's emergence as the new 
National Champion, and a definite 
wideninq of the overall power base. 
Where there used to be two or three 
players who controlled every tour­
nament, there are now five . The sea­
son may also be remembered as the 
end of an era that was dominated by 
pure power players. Mike Yellen and 
Gregg Peck made the biggest strides , 
and they are both well-rounded , per­

centage players, who at times use 1-Mike Yellen powerful strokes . In terms of game­
style, the name of the game now 
seems to be "balance ." Three new 
players enter the list this year: Ruben 
Gonzalez, Gerry Price , and Steve 
Lerner. 

In women's professional racquet­
ball , the dominant duo of Heather 
McKay and Lynn Adams continued to 
pull away from the rest of the pack . 
Here too, the importance of power in 
the game seems to be diminishing , 
and the high-percentage game has 
become stylish once again . Unlike 
the men's list, the women 's top 10 is 
essentially a reshuffling of the 
game's top players-only Janell 
Marriott was not ranked in the top 10 
last year. 

The 1982-83 pro racquetball season 
will always be remembered for Mike 
Yellen 's Jate-season charge that pro-

Continued on Page 24 
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duced four consecu tive victories, three 
national titles , and earned him the 
honor of National Champion. Already 
the game's premier control player , Mike 
added a new dimension of agressiveness 
to his game which, when combined with 
his already flawless control game , made 
him virtually invincible during the lat­
ter part of the season. He won every 
final in which he appeared, and defeated 
Hogan four of the five times they met. 

It could prove very difficul t for anyone 
to move Yellen out of the number one 
position next season. His game is the 
most consistent and error-free in rac­
quetball, and he has no serious wea­
knesses. Most importantly , he is one of 
the game's most experienced and men­
tally toughest players . He is only 23, and 
his is sti ll improving. Mike Yellen could 
remain on top for a very long ti me. 

1 - MIKE YELLEN 

1982 ranking: 5 

Age: 23 

Home-town Southfield , Michigan 

Sponsor: Ektelon 


Season finishes: 

Westminster - Quarterfinals 
Burnsville - Semifinals 
CBC - Semifinals 
New Haven - WIN 
Hawaii - Semifinals 
Beaverton - Semifinals 
Cheyenne - Quarterfinals 
Austin - Quarterfinals 
Toronto - WIN 
Anaheim - WIN 
Chicago - WIN 
Atlanta - WIN 

2-Marty Hogan 

The 1982-83 season marked the 
second consecutive year Marty Hogan 
was edged out of the number one posi­

tion at the last moment. Looking at his 
record for the season it is amazing he 
ended up number two. The only player 
he did not consistently beat was Mike 
Yellen , to whom he lost four times. His 
power game remains the most devastat­
ing in racquetball, but this year his 
errors and his inability to win long ral­
lies proved fatal. 

It is difficult to watch Marty Hogan 
play and not get the impression that the 
only enemy he has is himself. He seems, 
at times, unable to generate the killer 
instinct that once characteri zed his 
game , and that is so crucial to his game­
style-without it he is just another 
player. His greatest weakness is his 
vulnerability to pressure. Contrary to 
popular belief, Marty Hogan has never 
performed well under real pressure, and 
Mike Yellen is exerting the greatest 
pressure Hogan has had to face in many 
years. 

It may be that five years as National 
Champion have taken their toll. Hope­
fully , his new endeavors with market­
ing his own racquet line will renew the 
spark that seems to have gone. If it does , 
Marty Hogan's 1983-84 season could be 
a grea t one. He remains the most enter· 
taining player alive. And, he still pos­
sesses the skill to be the best. 

2 - MARTY HOGAN 

1982 ranking: 2 
Age: 25 
Home-town: St. Louis, Missouri 
Residence: San Diego, California 
Sponsors: DP Leach , Catalina, 

Nike 

Season finishes: 

Westminster - Win 

Burnsville - 2nd 

CBC - WIN 

New Haven - 2nd 

Hawaii - Semifinals 

Beaverton - WIN 

Austin - WIN 

Toronto - Semifinals 

Anaheim - Semifinals 

Chicago - Semifinals 

Atlanta - 2nd 


3-Dave Peck 
Dave Peck was the biggest casualty of 

the 1982-83 season. He finished outside 
the top two for the first time in four 
years. He was beaten not by any other 
player, but by the pressure of being 
number one. That pressure trans­
formed him from a consistent, enter­
taining, high-level player into a streaky, 
near-paranoid, on-court terror­

racquetball's version of Ille Nastase. His 
confrontations with referees reached 

classic levels, culminating in his 
astounding first-round disqualification 
at the Catalina Nationals in Chicago. 
Yet, despite his mental troubles , his 
i nna te talent produced a su rprisi ng 
number of high finishes. Excluding the 
Chicago incident, he was the only player 
who did not lose to anyone outside of the 
top four. 

Dave Peck was the first player in six 
years to dethrone Marty Hogan, an 
accomplishment that has gone largely 
unnoticed, but one that will be right­
fully acknowledged as a landmark in 
years to come. Peck is an immensely 
talented young man. He is also the most 
driven and passionate of all professional 
players. His greatest asset is his love of 
the game-his greatest challenge is to 
maintain that feeling; when it disap­
pears, so does his ability to win. 

With last season behind him, and 
with the pressure of pending contracts 
over, Dave Peck has reason to be optim­
istic about the coming season. His 
injury in Atlanta, from which he is rec­
overing well but which at one time 
nearly led to the amputation of his lower 
leg, may well have provided the perspec­
ti ve he needs to recapture the national 
championship. 

3 - DAVE PECK 

1982 ranking : 1 

Age: 26 

Home-town: EI Paso, Texas 

Sponsors : Ektelon, Nike 


Season finishes: 

Westminster - 2nd 

Burnsville - Win 

CBC - 2nd 

Pleasanton - 2nd 

Hawaii - 2nd 

Beavenon - Semifinals 

Austin - 2nd 

Toronto - 2nd 

Anaheim - Semifinals 

Chicago - Round of 32 

Atlanta - Semifinals 
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4-Bret Harnett 


It was a year of ups and downs for 
Bret Harnett-he had a slow beginning 
and ending but for a while in the middle 
he looked like the new number one. If 
nothing el se, he proved that when his 
game is on he's nearly unbeatable. His 
successive victories in Pleasanton and 
Hawaii , where he beat Dave Peck and 
then Hogan and Peck respecti vely, 
marked the current high point of his 
young career. 

But Harnett seems to be falling prey 
to the same weaknesses that afflict 
Marty Hogan. the man after whom he 
has patterned hi s game. He has prob­
lems in the early rounds, as witnessed 
by his two fir st round losses . More 
importantly, his all-out power game 
leaves him vulnerable to players who 
are consistent and steady. His first 
round losses were to Strandemo and 
Wagner , both highly experienced per­
centage pla ye rs. His biggest s tumbling 
block was Gregg Peck, to whom he lost 
in the quarterfinals of both Toronto and 
Chicago. 

There seems little question that with 
the added experience and maturitv of a 
couple of years Bret Harnett will soon be 
putting real pressure on the top three. 
He may be the most naturally talented 
player in professional racquetball. and if 
he doesn't let that fact get the best of 
him he will probably somedav be th e 
national champion. . . 

4 - BRETT HARNETT 

1982 ranking 
Age: 

4 
19 

Home-town Las Vegas, Nevada 
Sponsor: DP Leach 

Season finishes 

Westminster - Semifinals 
Burnsville - Round of 16 
CBC - Semifinals 
New Haven - QLarterfinals 
Pleasanton - IN 
Hawaii - t 
Beaverton ­
Austin - Se ne ' I'1 als 
Toronto - 0 . 8 .erf inals 

Anaheim - Roundof16 
Chicago - Quarterfinals 
Atlanta - Semifinals 

5-Gregg Peck 

The 1982-83 season was Gregg Peck 's 
third as a professional, and was by far 
his best. After a slow start he continued 
the pattern that has characterized his 
career-steady, consistent progress . 
Alread y a very experienced player at 19, 
Peck's game has evolved into one of the 
best all-around games on the tour: he 
has power , con trol, and he is not prone 
to making errors. His victories this year 
included an exciting upset of Mike 
Yellen in Austi n and two wins over Bret 
Harnett. His biggest challenge, it seems, 
is hi s older brother, Dave Peck. The two 
fa ced each other four ti mes th is year and 
Gregg was unable to wi n any of the four. 

An y competent observer of the game 
would have to conclude that much of the 
future of professi onal racquetball will 
be written by Gregg Peck. His record of 
progress is typical of the growth patt­
erns that have produced champions in 
the past. He is physically tough. There 
are no serious flaws in his game. Most 
importantly, he seems blessed with a 
mental toughness that is not unlike that 
of Mike Yellen. Barring serious injury, 
Gregg should achieve hi s first major 
tournament victory this season. 

5 - GREGG PECK 

1982 ranking 10 
Age : 19 
Home-town: EI Paso, Texas 
Residence: Austin. Texas 
Sponsor' DP Leach 

Season finishes' 

Westminster - Quarterfinals 
Burnsville - Round of 16 
New Haven - Quarterfinals 
Hawaii - Quarterfinals 
Beaverton - Quarterfinals 
Austin - Semifinals 
Toronto - Semifinals 
Anaheim - Quarterf inals 
Chicago - Semifinals 
Atlanta - Quarter finals 

6-Ruben Gonzalez 


The rise of Ruben Gonzalez was the 
Cinderella story of 1982-83. As a non­
Catalina contract player , he was 
all owed to play in only two Catalina 
events-New Haven and Chicago. 
Un seeded in both tournaments, he 
earned a semifinal in New Haven and an 
astonishing 2nd at the Catalina Nation­
als in Chicago. No profess ional player 
has eve r played his rookie year at 32 and 
survived. But Gonzalez is unusually ta l­
ented, and is in tremendous physical 
s ha pe. His retrieving ability is as good as 
any tour player, and his intensity is 
overwhelming. He has the tools to rise 
eve n higher than number 6. 

But , like any rookie , Ruben's future in 
uncertain. The pro game has never been 
kind to inexperienced players, and Gon­
zalez lacks pro-tournament experience. 
With the onslaught of young talented 
players ready toenter the open tour next 
season, Ruben may find his high rank­
ing difficult to keep. 

6 - RUBEN GONZALEZ 

1982 ranking : none 
Age: 32 
Home-town: Staten Island , New York 
Sponsor: Ektelon 

Season finishes: 

New Haven - Semifinals 
Toronto - Round of 16 
Anaheim - Quarterfinals 
Chicago - 2nd 
At lanta - Round of 16 

7Jerry Hilecher 
This year marks the first time in 

memory thatJerry Hilecher has not fin· 
ished the year in the top five. Indeed, his 
1981-82 season was one of his best ever, 
wlnmng two events and finishing third 
overall. Jerry did not seem qui te as sharp 
thi s season-some of the edge seems 
gone from his game. Whether it's his 
age, or just that everyone is passing him 
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by remains to be seen. Nevertheless, he 
remains a formidable competitor that 
few players take lightly. As one of the 
tour's last surviving "first generation" 
player s , he has an unimaginable 
amount of experience. Though he may 
never get back into the top four, he 
should be able to maintain a ranking in 
the top ten for at least two more years 
and possibly more. 

7 - JERRY HILECHER 

1982 ranking: 3 
Age: 29 
Home-town: SI. Louis. Missouri 
Residence: Encinitas. California 
Sponsor: Independent 

Season finishes: 

Westminster - Semifinals 
Burnsville - Quarterfinals 
Hawaii - Quarterfinals 
Beaverton - Round of 16 
Cheyenne - Semifinals 
Austin - Quarterfinals 
Toronto - Quarterfinals 
Anaheim - Round of 16 
Chicago - Quarterfinals 
Atlanta - Quarterfinals 

B-Gerry Price 

Of all the young players poised to 
enter the pro tour full-time next season, 
Gerry Price is by far the most promis· 
ing. As a non·Catalina player, he demon­
strated his ability to beat all but the top 
players in the events he was able to play. 
His playing level was high enough in 

Cheyenne to beat Ben Koltun. Doug 
Cohen. Mike Yellen. and Rich Wagner. 
In other events he also downed Ruben 
Gonzalez. John Egerman, Jerry 
Hile c her, Craig McCoy and Don 
Thomas. 

His game-style is extremely well 
rounded and he is one of the most accu­
rate shooters around. He is also surpri s­
ingly experien c ed for a young 
player-he holds three nationa I junior 
titles and was the National Open Cham· 
pion in 1982. His only weakness seem s 
to be some inconsistency against the top 
players, particularly against power 
players like Harnett. Few players. how­
ever. have come to the pro tour with his 
promise. Stated simply, Gerry Price is 
going to be a great pla yer. 

8 - GERRY PRICE 

1982 ranking : 17 
Age: 19 
Home-town: Castro Valley. California 
Sponsor: Ektelon 

Season finishes: 

Pleasanton - Semifinals 
Beaverton - Quarterfinals 
Cheyenne - WIN 
Toronto - Quarterfinals 
Anaheim - Round of 16 
Chicago - Round of 16 
Atlanta - Q uarterfi nals 

9-Steve Lerner 

Steve Lerner is another of the bright 
young stars poised to ent er the pro 
game. As one of the top players in South· 
ern California . most of Lerner' s expe· 
rience has c o me fr o m small. 
independent tournament s . Bu t he 
proved an abilit y to bea t a number of 
high level players when he was a ll owed 
to compete in the major events: Craig 
McCoy, Ed Andrews . Scott Ha\\'ki n' . 
Ben Koltun. He also very nearl y bt a 
Ru ben Gonzalez in thei~ quarterf inal 
match in Chicago. 

With the small but po\\'e rf ul build 
that typifi es many of racquetball' s bt'~ 

pla yers. Lerner need s anI y a year or two 
of valuable experience to ri se higher 
than number nine. Look for some high 
fini shes this season. 

9 - STEVE LERNER 

1982 ranking : none 
Age: 19 
Home-town: Santa Barbara. California 
Sponsor: Eketelon 

Season finishes: 

Westminster - Round of 16 
Stockton - WIN 
Pleasanton - Semifinals 
Cheyenne - Quarterfinals 
Anaheim - Round of 16 
Chicago - Quarterfinals 
Atlanta - Round of 16 

10-Rich Wagner 

Rich Wagner had your basic roller· 
coaster year in 1982-83. His finishes 
ranged from a firs t round defeat in 
Atlant a to hi s spect ac ular final fini sh 
befor e a nati onal tele\'ision at th e 
Ektelon Champions hips in Anahe im. 
Rich is one of the game's most expe­
rienced playe rs . bu t is beginning to feel 
some of the frailt\ · that comes with 
adyancing age . Although his is hardly 
ove r-the-hil l at 27. he recently expe­
rienced two se riou,; injuries. and in fa ct 
played the e ri re sea son with a large 
knee-brace on i ~ left leg. 

Ri ch will mo;:t li ke h' find it difficult to 
s tav in the top [ n nex t sea son. Expec t a 
few good f i n i ~ s. but most of the fire 
(and som. " f \11<:' bod y) is gone. And 
that 's too ad -Rich has turned into a 
fine :" P<) I, n-.an and a pleasant man . 
r nfon,.2 :-!<Yc .:: . he seems to be showing 
u ~ ali. nL.. again . that maturity is often 
-h " dt"-·- ). :-; neJl of the competitive fire. 

10 - RICH WAGNER 

" <::0: 2 '2,< l1g 6 
:"ge 27 
1-::-.::--: .: ','.n: Patterson . New Jersey 
Res :'e , ce: San Diego. California 
S Dr s c- DP Leach 

Con linlll'd O il P!/ffl' :':R 
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TACI<I-MAC® 
THE GRIP THAT HOLDS ON 


WHEN THE G fAI(ES OFF. 

COME TO GRIPS WITH T ACI<I-MAC: 

Tacki-M ac grips are made exclusive ly of Kraton: ar ~-" ' ,,:; 
"tacky" material that feel s like it grips back. Tl ere s ~s 
chance of the racquet slippi ng, sliding, or twisting 0,, : ci 
hand-even without a glove. 

But there is 110re to a Tacki -Mac grip. It totally res ist> no·su re. 
And can be wiped dry with a towel during a game, or ,'.'as e 
with soap and "-,e.e r be twee n uses. Th is unique, color· iast 
texture never ,ubs 0" , cracks or changes in any way. 

he Tack i· nac grip's one piece des ign makes regripping 
qu icker and easier. Just sli p it on . Its tacky inside surface 
grips the racquet handle to prevent twisting. So now with the 
Tock l- ac grip a player can power the ba ll li ke never before 
end with full control . 

To ge t your ha nds on the newest sensation in racquetba ll 
gro ps, check wit h yo ur pro shop, 

Tacki·Mac Grips, Inc , East . 15 Curt is Rd " Saunders town , R I 02874 , (401 ) 295 · 0291 West : 21500 Osborne St., Canoga Park, CA 91304, (213) 341 ·9661 



TOP TEN f rom /lage 26 

Season finishes : 

Westminster - Quanerfinal s 
New Haven - Quarterfinals 
Beaverton - Round of 16 
Cheyenne - 2nd 
Austin - Round of 16 
Anaheim - 2nd 
Chicago - Rou nd of 16 
Atlanta - Round of 32 

WOMEN 

1-Heather McKay 

Th e 1982·83 season was a good one for 
Heather McKay . Although she did not 
domin ate a ll as pec ts of the women's 
gam e as she has in some past years, she 
was ama zingly consistent. She failed to 
reach the fin als of onl y one tournament 
in wh ich she played. After losing her 
number one ra nking to Lynn Adams last 
year, Hea ther is back at the top of th e 
WPRA rankings. 

It would be diffi cult to overs ta te 
McKay's a bilit y- s he probabl y has 
more court knowledge and bett er rae· 
que t control than an y li ving pl ayer , 
ma le or fe mal e. She plays with consum · 
mate professionalism and sportsman· 
shi p. Certainl y her age will begin to be a 
fac tor in th e next few years, bUJ her 
performance this season suggests she 
may s till have a great deal to give the 
sport to which she has already contrib· 
uted much. 

1 - HEATHER MCKAY 

1982 ranking 2 

Age: 43 

Home-town: Toronto. Ontari o 

Sponsor: DP Leach, Nike 


Sea son finishes: 

Toron to - WIN 
CS C - 2nd 
Van couver - WIN 

Lafa yette - 2nd 
Quebec - W IN 
Melbourne - 2nd 
Ft. Worth - WI N 
Bangor­ WIN 
Seattle - Semifinals 
A~aheim - WIN 
Chicago - 2nd 

2-Lynn Adams 

Ly nn Ada ms sta rt ed the 1982·83 sea· 
son s trong, weakened in the middle. and 
fini shed strong, winning the WPRA 
Na ti ona ls in Chicago. She was unab le. 
th ough, to cons is tentl y fin ish high 
enough to preve nt Hea ther McKav from 
pu shing her out of th e number on'e posi· 
ti on. Once aga in she was th wa rt ed by 
the one tourn ament she has never been 
ab le to win- the Ektelon Ch ampi on· 
s hi ps in An aheim . 

Ada m's inconsistency, howe ver. was 
pr oba bl y ca us ed by the increased 
number of di stractions that come with 
being on top. When she concentrated 
she played confident and superb rae · 
q ue t ba ll. Her biggest cha Ilenge now is to 
take the ea rl y rounds more seri ous ly. 
With the WPRA's new scoring sys tem, 
even a minor la pse of concentration ca n 
be fa ta l. Minor adjus tment s are a ll that 
a re necessa ry for Lynn to rega in the 
number one ranking. Expect her to do 
just th at nex t season. 

2 - LYNN ADAMS 

1982 ranking 1 

Age: 26 

Home-town: Costa Mesa. Calif orni a 

Sponsor Ektelon , Nike 


Season fi nlshes: 

T oronto - 2nd 
CBC - WIN 
Vancouver - 2nd 
Lafayette - WI N 
Melbourne - W IN 
Ft. Worth - Semifinals 
T ucson - Round o f 16 
Bangor - 2nd 
San Franc isco -WIN 
Seatt le - WIN 
Anahe im - Quarterf inals 
Ch icago - WIN 

3-Shannon Wright 


Shannon Wright is becoming some· 
thi ng of an instit ut ion in women's pro· 
fess iona l racquet ba ll. She began pl ay ing 
professionall y in 1975 and assumed the 
number one position in 1977. Since th at 
tim e she has remained a domin ant force 
in the ga me and has the abilit y and 
int ensit y to beat anyone. Her 1982·83 
yea r is probably best described as "the 
bes t of the res t." She has simpl y been 
unab le to stay with Lynn Ad ams and 
Heat her McKay, but ha s had few prob· 
lems W I th ot her pl aye rs. Her si ngle tour· 
nament win ca me in Atl a nta, where 
nei th er Ada ms nor McKay pa rticipated . 

Wright 's past makes it obvious she 
wi ll remain in the top fi ve for quite some 
time. But she will pro ba bl y continue to 
lose ground, both to th e top two a nd to 
the highl y ta len ted younger pl aye rs t ha t 
seem to be everywhere. 

1 - SHANNON WRIGHT 

1982 ranking 3 

Age: 27 

Home-town : Las Vegas, Nevada 

Sponsor: Independent 


Season fini shes 

CBC - Semifinals 
Van couver - Sem ifinals 
Lafaye tt e - Sem ifinals 
Atlant a - WIN 
Melbourne - Semi fi na ls 
Ft. Worth - Sem ifina ls 
Tucson - 2nd 
San Fran CI Sco -Semifi nals 
Anaheim· Quarterf inals 
Chicago· Sem if inals 

4-Laura Martino 
Lau a \ lar ino brought her ranking 

up [\\' f' cO', c' es in 1982 ·83, fr om si xth to 
iour ' l- :L c' It appea rs she is about to 
,~lc ;':t· a r I n a t t he top, She is wi t hout 
q·.:es·)1 r ihe mos t talent ed and promi s· 
ir. :. I ~ ng playe r in women's profes· 
"ional racquetba ll , Her ga me is we ll 
r '.l r CeC , and, out sid e of nervou sness 



Lynn Adams in consecut ive tourn a­and inconsistency against the top two, 6 - TERRI GILREATH 
she has few weaknesses. She is al so one ments and became one of only four play­ 1982 ranking : 7 

ers to win a major even t. Vicki play s a of the best liked players on the tour . Her Ag e: 25 
highly consis tent game, and has thebiggest accom pli sh men t thi s season Home-town: EI Toro , Ca li fornia 

. ability to generate surprising powerwas her appearance in the finals of the Sponsor: Independent 
Ektelon Championships in Anaheim. when she needs to. She is also much Season finishes : 

more experienced than many seem toA serious betting person would have 
Toronto - Quarterfinalsbelieve.to choose Laura as one of the game's 
Vancouver­ SemifinalsAs one of the game's most driven com­future superstars. At only 22 , her game Lafayette - Quarterfinals

petitors, Vicki 's future progress isgoing ma y not even peak for five yea rs. Expect Atlanta - Semifinals 
to be limited only by her self-confidence_to see her first major tournament vic­ Melbourne - Semifinals 

tory soon . She has already proven her skill to her Ft. Worth - Round of 16 
peers. bu t she does not always seem to Tucson - Semifinals 

Bangor - Semifinalsbelieve in herself. Self confidence is elu­
San Franc isco -2nd 
Seattle - Round of 16 

sive for every human being, but for an 
athlete it 's crucial. 

Anaheim - Round of 32 
Chicago - Round of 16 

5 - VICKI PANZERI 

1982 ranking : 10 
Age: 29 7-Marci Greer 
Home-town: Seattle, Washington 
Sponsor: Ektelon 

Atlanta - Quarterfinals 
Ft . Worth - 2nd 
Tucson - WIN 
San Francisco -Quarterf ina ls 
Seatt le - Quarterf inals 
Anahe i m - Rou nd of 16 
Chicago - Semifinals 

1982 ranking 
 6 

Age: 
 22 

Home-town: 
 San Diego, California 

Sponsor: 
 Ektelon , N ike 


6-Terri Gilreath 


Toronto - Semifinals 
Lafayette - Semifinals 
Atlanta - Round of 16 Intere st ingly . a num ber of profes­
Quebec - 2nd sional men players view Marci Greer as 
Ft . Worth- Quarterf inals the most naturally gifted female player 
Tucson - Sem if ina ls in the game. But thus far she has on ly San Francisco -Round of 16 

been able to realize that potential inSeattle - Quarterfinals 
Anaheim - 2nd short spurts. Thi s season she dropped 

three spots , from fourth to seventh. Yet. 
as her record shows. she remains a very 
consistent player. Of the ten tourna­
ments in which she participated. she 

Chicago - Quarterfinals 

5-Vicki Panzeri wa s eliminated by either Adams or 
McKay in five. She is a threat in every 

Terry Gilreath might have finish ed event she enters. and should have no
the 1982-83 season even higher than trouble remaining in the top ten next sixth -her ranking , and a very good sea­ year.
son, were hurt by three consecutive 
early round defeats at year's end . Prior MARCIGREER 
to Seattle she had lost to no one outside 

1982 ranking: 4the top four. Then she was defeated by 
Age: 28Heather Stupp in Seattle, Janell Marri ­
Home-town: San Antonio, Texasott in Anaheim, and Jennifer Harding in Sponsor: Head, NikeChicago. 
Season finishes: 

Gilreath is another of the highly tal­ Toronto - Quarterfinals 
CBC - Quarterfinalsen ted mid -career women who cou ld well 
Layfayette - Quarterfinals 
Atlanta - Semifinals 

rem ain in the top ten, but who are going 
to feel the mou nting pressure of the 

Ft. Worth - Quarterfinalsyou nge r pla yers. If she ca n regain her 
Tucson - Quarterfinalsconsistency she should be able to main­
Bangor - Round of 16

tain her number 6 slot, and possibly San Francisco -Semifinals 
even mo\-e up. She is capable of winning Seattle - Quarterfinals
her firs t s top thi s season. 

Continu ed on Pa!{e 36 

4 - LAURA MARTINO 

Season finishes: 

Vicki Pa nzeri had the best 1982-83 
season of an\- pla\-er on the women's 
circuit. Her ga rr e -reac hed it s all time 
peak at mid- ea30n \\-hen she defeated 
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Wien's Alaska Passporfm 
Unlimited Mileage 

Barrow~ 
'\ tPrudhoe Bay 

Kotze?- \ue I 
NomJ \ . Ft , Yukon 

lena \ Unal~kleet M Fairoanks 

51. 	Mary S ralh 

/ 


---=~ Anchorage 
IIlamn~.~~- I 'Valdez 

Dillingham ____.;,;,__ / JIorrie, 

King/ Sa lmon '. 


J Kodiak 


Passpo rt base routes . 
Other cities on 
Wien sys tem 
having special 
add-o n far es. 

' Sub jec t to condi t ions and cha nge 
w it hout no tice . plus tax , 

$579 
* 

(from Sea ttle) 

Now you can explore more of the rea l 
Alaska for less than you 'd ever imagine. 
Wien's A laska Passport all ows you to plan 
you r own itinerary to cover as much 
territo ry as you ca n within 29 days. 
With W ien's A laska Passport you can 
explo re scenic Alaska in h undreds of 
ways , as well as visit the Emeralci 
City of Seattle . 
For a free Passport b rochure on 
fa res and conditions write to: 


Wi en Air Alaska Tour Desk 

Sea-Tac Bldg . I, Suite 1111 

18000 Pacific Highway South 

Seattle. Washington 98188 


8IlIIe 

I 
J 

Portland 

•.•..• 5allLake~ Denver 

Reno I 
I 
I 
i Phoenix 

Call you r travel age nt or W i en rese rvations toll free a t 800-562-5222 

~--y Air 
~~lenAlaska 



ANCHO 
ADAMS TAKES MIDNIGHT SUN 


When you think of Alaska you 
usuall y think of brea thtaking 
scenery, bears , moose, glaciers 

and bald eagles. But in mid-july, in the 
city of Anchorage, the Alaska Athletic 
Club is host to eight top women pros 
who came to compete in the annual Mid­
night Sun Tournament. 

The Alaska event is a favorite among 
the women. The crowds are large and 
responsive, the club puts on a great 
show, the area is bea utiful , and the com­
petition is top-notch. This yeartheeight 
woman exhibition field consisted of 
Lynn Adams, Laura Martino, Vicki Pan­
zeri , Marci Greer, Terri Gilreath, Jen­
nifer Harding , Caryn McKinney, and 
Gail Wocxls. The format was a round-of­
16 wi th eigh t open slots for the loca 1 
Alaskan women to fill. Each of the pros 
advanced through the round-of-16 and 
into the quarterfinals where Adams 
beat Wocxl s, Greer beat Gilreath, Pan­
zeri defeated McKinney , and Martino 
ousted Harding. The Martino-Harding 
match was superb. Jennifer, who looked 
fast and was in excellent shape , took 
charge of the tiebreaker and shot to a 
14-11 lead. She was serving for the 
match , but Laura refused to give up. 
Martino played smart ball , made crisp 
s hots, and pulled the game out 16-14. 

The semifinals pitted Martinoagainst 
Vicki Panzeri. Laura, who had lost to 
Vicki in the previous WPRA stop, came 
on the court ready to dig down as deep as 
she needed to for the win. The match 
was the best of the tournament. The 
rallies were intense, the scores were 
close, and after a see-saw battle the 
match came down to the tie-breaker. 
There the girls traded point for point. 
with Vicki scoring on precise passes and 
offspeed shots, and Laura going for bot­
tom board . It looked as if Panzeri was 
going to win again as she took a 13-10 
lead, but when the referee made a call 
Vicki didn't care for, her outburst 
resulted in a technical foul and the loss 
of a point. Laura saw the opening and 
served four quick points to take the lead 
14-12. She ended the match moments 
later 15-13. 

In the other semifinal, Lynn Adams 
was matched again s t Marci Greer , but 
Marci was forced a default because of a 
back injury s had s uffered in her 
match with Tern- Gilreath. So what do 
you do wh en a e pia\ er drops out , but 

e Ala I women - Terri Gilreath, Caryn McKinney, Laura Martino, Gail 
Woods, and Lynn Adams . 

you have a packed house waiting for a 
match' Simple, you play an exhibition 
or two. Lynn played two matches 
against the men's open division final­
ists. The matches were great fun. Laura 
Martino was the guest referee, and 
between Lynnand Laura theguysdidn't 
have a chance. Lynn won both matches. 

The finals on Sunday were again 
played to a full house , and the crowd 
was buzzing with excitement. Adams 
was playing well, but Martino had gut­
ted out two great matches. Who would 
win today' The first game was all 
Adams-she took control with a variety 
of serves and shots and won 21-11. The 
second game was very close and the 
Martino fans were vocal. Laura had 
Lynn 20-18 and was serving for the 
match, but an Adams backhand kill 
made it 20-19 and gave Lynn the serve. 
She won thegame 22-20. The third game 
was again one -sid ed as Martino 
appeared drained from the second game. 
Adams won the final game 21-20 and 
won her eighth tournament of the 1982­
83 season. 

The fun wasn't over yet. As is custom­
ary with the Alaska tournament, the 
club hosts a great party after the finals. 
The food is pure Alaskan. and the 
women are treated to fre sh sa lm n a ie 
moose meat. But the best \\:a ~ ~. - t' l co 
come . 

At 4:00 AM Monda\' .. o ~:-, :nu ~ '-_ f 
women dressed i n [he i ~ : 'J ~;c o 
clothes and packed of' :O~ 2. :'-,~ -~ ho ' [ 

drive to go salmon fis~ng. Everyone 
was excited and wide awake,even at the 
early hour. It rained the entire day , but 
were the women daunted' Never. 
Instead, they bought fashionable m 
raingear, and with their skipper. Mon ty, 
at the helm they headed out to sea . Once 
they arrived at the designated fishing 
spot they saw bald eagles and seals. The 
seals wou ld try to steal the fish, and the 
eagles waited for handouts. After some 
patient teaching on Monty's part. eve­
ryone got the hang of things and started 
catching fish. Gail Woods turned out to 
be the fisherman of the group and even 
got into beating the fi sh on the head to 
stun them. Everyone caught their limit 
and went home with salmon to share 
with family and friend s. 

It was a grea t tournament. a fun fi sh­
ing trip, and e\'er~-one 10 ks fOf\\'ard to 
returning to beauti fu l _-\Iaska nex t \'ear. 

THE MIDNIGHT SUN 

TOURNAMENT 


ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 
Ouarie rf l al "lou d, 

Lynn Ao ar;- 5 ce ' Ga il Woods . 3-0: Marci 
Greer dei Te" I'ea: 3-0: Vicki Panzeri 
ce ' Ca , - '.'cK I ey 3- 1: Laura Martino 
-0 er - 'e '-!a 'o '9 3-2 

':' c s -s e'. G'eer Ide'a ul ). Mariino def . 
;:)2 ..... zee r 3~2. 

c - 8 R c 

Ada s de' ~ a tino . 3-0 
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Introducing the Aero: It's as smart as it looks. 

Introducing the Honda Aero'~ An aerodynamic 

blend of form and function that's turning 
heads wherever it goes. 

It's a way of arriving that says you've 
arrived. It's fash ion able without being a fad. 
Fun without being frivolous. 

And talk about easy to ride . If you 
can steer, you're on your way. Both 
the Aero'" 50 and Aero'· 80'x, are 
completely automatic so there's 
no shifting -and they start with 
the push of a button . 

The Aero is reliable because it's a Honda. Engi­
neered by the people famous for two-wheel innovation. 

It's one scooter that really scoots, too. With the 
Aero 80, you can even carry a friend on the back: And 
than ks to its splashguards, you'll both look as good as 

your Aero when you arrive. 
To find out the name of your 

local Honda Aero dealer, just call 
800-447-4700. It just could be the 

smartest call you've ever made. 

The Honda Aero 
4Aero 80 not availab le in Ca lifornia . Aero SO not ava ilable in Maryland tMaximum load captJ ci t\ 300 und s. 

ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET AN D EYE PROTECTION. Spec ificatiDns and availabi lity subject tD change without notice ~ 1983 American Honda Motor Co .. In c. 
Fo r a free broc hure. see your authorized Honda Aero dea le r. O r wri te. American Honcla. Dept. 558 , 80 \ 9000, Van Nuys, CA 91409. 



PLAYING TIPS 
FROM THE PROS: 

Keeping Your Shots 


by Kyle Kamalu 
Kyle Kamalu iSlhe leaching professional 
allhe Canyon Racquet Club in Sail Lake 
City, Utah. 

If there's one thing I find myself 
repeating over and over to my students 
it is "Keep that racquet level. " Dipping 
the racquet head below the horizontal 
position can be a serious problem for 
the serious player. It can make an other­
wise sound stroke inconsistent , causing 
the ball to skip or rise even though 
you've made contact low. 

The easiest way to understand this 
principle is to imagine two types of 
baseball pitchers, one who throws over­
hand and the other who throws 
sidearm. As the overhand pitcher moves 
through his delivery he tends to release 
the ball at slightly different points on 
each pitch. As a result , his pitches tend 
to be high , low, or right on target, but 
ususally will not vary much from side to 
side. 

This same action takes place when a 
racquetball is struck by a racquet head 
that is dipped down toward the floor 
and "scoops " the ball. Like the over­
hand pitcher, the player who hits with 
this type of stroke will usually hit the ball 
very straight toward the front ~ .b.I.u 
will often skip the shot or lift i1's:o .hign 
that it comes off the back w for a set­
up. r 

The sidearm pitcher ha the same 
problem of releasing the ba 'at slightly 
different points in his delive~,but his 
pitches tend to stay level and var'Y~ 
from side to side. On the racquetball 
court the accuracy that is achieved by 
this type of stroke is much more desir­
able than the overhand type. Even 
though the ball may be hit early or late it 
will tend to skip less often and will usu­
ally strike the front wall at the same 
level, regardless of the angle of the shot. 

So remember . dropping your racquet 
head drops the level of your game. Keep 
your game a i : best by keeping that 
racquet head l e\el~ 

On The Level 
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Illustration by Ted Henninger 







TOP TEN from page 29 
Anaheim -
Chicago -

Quarterfinals 
Quarterfinals 

BJanell Marriott 
Janell Marriott s taged a s urpri si ng 

comeback in 1982-83 _ After man y 
observers had written her off. s he 
rega ined much of the form and consis­
tency that once put her a t the top of her 
sport. She possesses one of the most 
refined and technica lly perfect games in 
a ll of racquetball. As one of the game's 

"elders" she is sti ll physically s trong 
and is vastly experienced . 

Once again, Janell is prone to lapses in 
self-confidence - it remains her biggest 
battle . Her playing leve l is in flue nced 
very much by the status of her personal 
life. But it would be as mistake to under­
estimate her. She was the best once and 
she still has the ski ll. Janell was one of 
the pioneers of the WPRA , and s he sacri­
ficed much of her ca reerfor t he sport she 
loves . It 's good to see her back in good 
form . 

8 - JANELL MARRIOTT 

1982 ranking : 
Home-town: 
Residence: 
Sponsor:

Introducing 
" Ha T ER" 
ARacquetball Practice Machine 

How often have you said to your­
self "I wish I could have that 

shot over again?! Now with 
the Racqueteer, racquet 
ball instruction has been 
revolutionized. You can 

have that identical shot 
~- hundreds of times if 

you like. This amaz­
ing consistancy al­
lows you to concen­
trate on footwork, 
form and timing in 
order to groove 
those shots_• "The 
Racqueteer" can 
give you virtually 

any shot in the 
game from float­
ing lobs to 95 

m.p.h. drive. 
serves, frdlrl ceiling balls 
to "z" balls at your choice of 

speed and angle . • "The 
Racquetee .. is battery 

powered, ery quiet, 
easily portable and virtually 
maintenance free. 

) Radio Remote 
lll-­

Control Optional 

Write for illustrated brochure 

RPM Distributors 
1107 Rivara Road, 
Stockton, California 95207 
(209) 957·3542 

14 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Warwick . Rhode Island 
Independent 

Season fini shes: 

Lafayette - Round of 16 
Quebec - Quarterfinals 
Melbourne - Quarterfinals 
Ft. Worth - Round of 16 
Bangor - Quarte rfina ls 
San Francisco -Quarterfinals 
Anaheim - Sem ifinals 
Chicago - Quarterfinals 

9-Peggy Gardner 

Peggy Gardner was another player 
whose ranking suffered at the season's 
end afte r consis tentl y reaching the 
quarterfinals in every event . S he 
dropped four places to number 9 after 
her career- high ranking of number 5 at 
the end of 1981.82. 

Peggy will find it difficul t to remain in 
the top ten if she is unable to advance 
beyond the quarterf inals next season. 
There are now too many players with 
lower rankings who have the ability to 
make the semifina ls once or twice, and 
that alone could move her out. 

9 - PEGGY GARDNER 

1982 rank ing : 5 

Age 27 

H ome-town: San Diego, Calif orn ia 


Continued 011 Page 39 
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Instruction 


rf 
cfuru 

by Dave Peck 
(Editor's Note: Dave Peck is currently 
ranked number three in the 1983 rat­
ings. He is a valued member of the 
Ektelon Pro Advisory Staff.) 

If you are waiting to return your oppo· 
nent 's serve, you are: 

a) In the driver's seat; 
b) On the offensive; 
c) Gaining the momentum; 
d) Making the other man play your 

game; 
e) None of the above. 
The correct answer , of course, is the 

last choice. It's the server who controls 
where the ball is going, how fast it's 
going there and what it's going to do on 
the way there. 

If you are on the recei vi ng end of his 
action, phrases like. "trapped in a 
corner ," "your back to the wall" and 
"one foot in the gra ve" more accurately 
sum up your position. In fact. you have 
one foot in the gra\'e and someone is 
trying to kick dirt in your direction. 

All of this is just a long \\'a\- of say ing 
that when you are returning se!'yice. 
you are at a definite disad\·a ntage . 
which means your opponent has a defi­
nite advantage. The point here is to rec 
ognize the relative weakness of you r 
position, because that is the first step 
toward getting out of it. 

You have several shot options : a kill 
s hot, down-the ·line pass , cross·court 
pass, down-the-line or cross-court ceil­
ing balls or even a pinch. Of course, the 
most emotionally satisfying return is a 
rollout kill. but vou will begoingfor that 
shot from 35 fee back while your oppo· 
nent is well up front and in position to 
scoop up the :-ebound if the shot isn' t 
quite low enou h 

By now you should be getting the idea 
that the best return is the safest. Re­
member, the server has everything his 
way while you're playing your way out 
of a hole. It's not enough, though, tojust 
get the ball to the front wall. Your shot 
must also accomplish several things for 
you . Your goals are: 

Not to blow it, because every mis­
take is a point against you; 

- To get your opponent out of center 
court so you can capture it; 
To elicit a weak return so that you 
can assume control of the game; the 
momentum. 

A ceiling return will accomplish all 
these things and has a high chance of 
success relative tootheroptions, regard­
less of the type of serve. While it's true 
that a kill shot is a shortcut to accomp­
lishing your goa ls (in that it simply 
yanks the server out of the service box 
and puts you in his place), it is at the 
other end of the sca le from the ceiling 
ball in terms of percentages . Passing 
shots are somewhere in between the 

two. 
Of course, when you 're hot , you're 

hot , and there are some times when you 
should just go for it, regardless of the 
percentages. If your opponent blows it 
and gives you a set-up serve, for exam­
ple , this is a good time to turn on the kill 
sign. Believe me, no one likes to lay the 
ball on the bottom boards more than I 
do. The rea son I have had so much suc­
cess doing it, though , is that I pick my 
openings and minimi ze my desperation 
shots . 

When you are returning service, be I 
aware of your disadvantage. Spend your 
time against the back wall trying to dis­
cern a telltale movement by your oppo­
nent that will give away the serve and, 
as soon as you can see where the ball is 
headed, get there with your racquet up. 

If the serve is a good one, play it safe 
and go to the ceiling. If the opportunity 
presents itself, go for a pass or kill. 

Generally, don't try to jump out of the 
hole, though . Climb out. It's a little 
slower, but ce rtainly surer. 



Instruction 

AVOIDING 

NOEJMAN~S 


LAND 
by Mike Yellen 

pass off the front wall as well as pinches 
or roll-corner kills which don't s tay 
down. Unfortunately, you will then be 
giving your opponent toe much room to 
negotiate that more difficult down-the­
line pass, so a semicircle here similar to 
the other becomes a secondary no man 's 
land . 

It is better to assume a position some· 
where in between these two semicircles, 
preferably a s tep or two behind the short 
line and in the path that the ball would 
ha ve to travel for your opponent's cross­
court pass, that is, s lightl y to the left of 
center court. 

Give your opponen t that down·the· 
line shot. It is difficult to execute and 
you will be close enough to cover it but 
not too far from the right side of the 
court should he be able to get off a cross­
court pass. 

Forget abou t tryi ng to cover the pi nch 
or kill on the left side. Many inexpe· 
rienced pla ye rs will remain in the 
server's box to cover these shots (o r, per­
haps, because they can't get out of the 
box fast enough, particualrly on a hard 
drive se rve). 

If the ball is hit the way it should be, 
there is nothing you ca n do about it. If 
not. it probabJy will rebound into the 
center of the court close enough for you 
to dig it out. Likewise. don't worry about 
hanging back tocover the ceiling return. 
You will have plentv of time toget back 
there if need be. 

If you se rve to your opponent's fore· 
hand. all of the above applies on the 
oppos ite side of the court and, instead of 
slightly left of center, your ideal position 
after the serve becomes slightly to the 
right of center. Many people prefer to 
serve from a point close to this position 
so as to jump in it quickl y after th e 
serve. If you do that, though , your oppo· 
nent will eventually be able to "read " 
which side you aregoingtoserveto. You 

must Jearn to serve from all over the 
server's box and to move quickly to your 
after·service position. You are most 
likely to get pinned in a no man's land on 
the Z·serve which many people tend to 
serve from a spot closer to the wall. 
You'll just have to hustle to get where 
you want to be. 

If you are receiving the serve, the dis· 
cussion becomes much simpler. The 
only place to await service is in the mid· 
dIe of the court about an arm's length 
from the back wall. If you lean to one 
side, your opponent will simply serve 
the ball to the other, a difficu lt shot to 
retrieve. 

During the rally, no man 's land once 
again becomes a functi on of the relative 
posit ions of the players and the ball. The 
same rule about hitting the ball down 
the middle applies here: don't do it. If 
you do, recogni ze that you have made a 

(Editor' s Note: Mike Yellen recently 
won the 1983 National Championships 
by winning three tournaments in a row. 
including two nationa l finals. He is a 
valued member of the Ektelon Pro Advi­
sory StafL) 

Just as on any battle field, there are 
parts of a racquetball court which can 
become no man's land once the shooting 
sta rt s. This area seldom stays the same 
from rally to rally because its location is 
dependent on the shifting positi ons of 
you, your opponent and the ball. But, 
one thing always stays the sa me: no 
man's land is a place you never want to 
be. 

Because no man's land is alwa ys 
changing, it is difficult to generali ze 
about it. However, we can look at a cou­
ple of common specific situations which 
may yield some genera Ii ties. 

A good place to start is where every­
thing starts: with the serve . Once again, 
no man's land's locati on depends on 
where the ball goes. But there are only 
two acceptable places to serve the ball: 
in either rear corner. Any serve down 
the middle will be a virtual set·up for 
any opponent who is half awake. 

Assuming for the sake of s implicity 
that both you and your opponent are 
right·handed, you will want to hit most 
of your serves into the left rear corner; 
this is, to your opponent's backhand. In 
thi s situation, no man's land becomes a 
semicircular area whos axis extends out 
six or seven feet from the left side wall. 
If you move into this area following the 
serve, you will be cutting off your oppo· 
nent's angle for a down·the·line pass. 
Nothing wrong with that except that 
you also will be leaving wide open the 
much less difficult crosscourt pass. 

Should you move over to within six or 
seven feet from the right side wall, you 
will be in position to take a crosscourt 

38 

mistake and wi II have to pay a price. 
Like wise . there is an area which 
extends from about five feet behind the 
short line forward and from side wall to 
s ide wall in which you don 't want your 
opponent shooting. If he and the ball are 
there at the sa me time, recogni ze again 
that you will have to pay for it. 

There is almost no good place for you 
to go in that situation since, wherever 
you stand, he will hit the ball some· 
where else. However, there aresome pIa· 
ces which are worse than others. The 
rear corners, for instance, are very def i­
nitely off limit s if your opponent is in 
front of you. Try to stay "inside" your 
opponent's swing; that is , between him 
and the middle axisof thecourt whether 
you are in front or behind him. For his 
backhand, you will be standing to his 
right. and for hi s forehand, you will be 
standing to hi s left. 

As I said,a if your opponent is shoot­
ing in front of you, your positioning 
becomes much less a factor than his 
accuracy. When you are closer to the 
fron t wall than he is, though, it 's a dif· 
ferent storv. That's when that inside 
positioning' can make a difference. You 
cannot stand directly in front of your 
opponent because it blocks his access to 
the front wall and will probably cause 
you a lot of pain in the form of a small, 
fast·m ov ing spheroid. 

But you don 't \\'ant to get pinned 
between your opponent and the nearest 
side wall either a~ ca happen when he 
is to one side of the court or the ot her. If 
he is direclh' I) the middle axis in the 
back coun . ':'0:.1 \\"i II have to move to one 
side or th e or her so chose the side to 
which his fol!Q\\-lhrough goes. 

As I men ioned before, it's hard togen· 
eralizf ;: bout no man's land for every 
sit ua~i or . There are some simila rities, 
th ou h. \\'hich we can summarize as 

Continued page -12 



Continued (rom page 36 

Sponsor: Nike 

Season finishes: 

Layfayette - Quarterfinals 

Ft. Worth - Quarterfinals 

Tucson - Quarterfinals 

San Francisco -Quarterfinals 

Seattle - Quarterfinals 

Anaheim - Round of 32 

Chicago - Round of 16 


10Jennifer Harding 

Jennifer Ha rding drops one posi tion 
th is sea so n from ninth to number 10, a 
ranking that should encourage ma ny of 
the younger pla yers trying to break into 
the top lO-she did it without ever 
ad va ncing beyond the quart erfinal s. 
Jennifer is one of the mos t popular and 
ex perienced pl ayers in women's rae· 
quetball, and was, in fa ct , elected thi s 
year as th e president of the WPRA . She 
has th e talent to remain in the top 10, 

Schedule of Events 


MEN'S RACQUETBALL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
1983-84 SEASON 

DATE 

SEPT 1-4 

SEPT 23-26 

OCT 13-16 

OCT 27-30 

NOV 4-6 

NOV 10-13 

JAN 11-15 

JAN 19-22 

FEB 9-12 

FEB 16-20' 

FEB 20-24 

MAR 1-4 

APR 5-8' 

MAY 17-20 

MAY 24-28 

JUNE 1984 

JUNE 20-24 

JULY 16-22 

LOCATION PRIZE MONEY 

DAVISON, MI 15,000 

STOCKTON, CA 6,000 

WALNUT CREEK, CA 9,000 

ST. PETERSBURG, FL (AARA Doubles) 

WHEELING, WV 7,500 

VANCOUVER, CD 15,000 

FEDERAL WAY, WN 15,000 

HONOLULU , HI 15,000 

PALM DESERT, CA 9,000 

BEAVERTON, OR 15,000 

GILLETTE, WY 7,000 

CHEYENNE, WY 7,500 

AUSTIN , TX 6,000 

ANAHEIM . CA 22,500 

HOUSTON , TX (AARA Singles) 

Undetermined (DP Leach) 40,000 

DAVISON, MICHIGAN, MI (AARA Juniors) 

SACRAMENTO, CA (AARA World Games) 

but she may have trouble doing that- I OCT 6-9' NAPERVILLE. IL 6,000
th ose who have se rved as WPRA presi· I 
dents in the pa st have had a ve ry hard OCT 21-23 AUBURN,MA 6,000 
time keeping their rankings up. NOV 3-6 DANVILLE, IL 6,000 

NOV 10-13 VANCOUVER, CANADA 8,000 

NOV 17-20' S. WI LLiAMSPORT, PA 6,00010 - JENNIFER HARDING 

1982 ranking : 9 DEC 9-11 PL YMOUTH, MA 6,000 
Age: 32 

JAN TBA' BEVERLy, MA 10,000 Home-town: Milwaukie . Oregon 
Sponsor : Ektelon I FEB 2-5 QUEBEC, CANADA 10,000 

Season finishes : FEB 9-12 ' PALM DESERT , CA 6,000 
Toronto - Quarterfinals FEB 16-19' SEATTLE, WN 14,000
Vancouver - Quarterfinals 
Lafayette - Quarterfinals Iv AR 8-1 1 BANGOR, ME. 6,500 
Quebec- Roundof16 ~,..'iAR TBA' MIAMI, FL 10,000 Melbourne - Quarterfinals 
Ft. Worth - Round of 32 l;Ofl 2-15 TORONTO, CANADA 6,000 
Bangor - Round of 16 

ANAHEIM . CA 18,700San Francisco -Round of 16 
Seattle - Round of 16 ~.', A 3 -JU I 3 FTWORTH. TX (Nationals) 20,000 
Anaheim - Round of 16 
Chicago - Quarterfinals ANCHORAGE, AL 6,000 

'Te nta ~ , . C 

For I forma tion Contact : 

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL 801·531·1484 


WOMEN'S RACQUETBALL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
1983-84 SEASON 

DATE LOCATION PRIZE MONEY 

SEPT 1-4 ATLANTA. GA $10,000 

39 



______________________ _ 

1 ______________________________ _ 

\ :
-be ,.oda~,

SUQ.SCf\ 

?li 'fOUR p\ell $1 8 
Get a year's subscription to International Racquetball for only $18. That's $6 
off the regular price! All you have to do is fill in your own subscription 
information and list the names and addresses of three racquetball players you 
know, then send it in . It's simple. 00 it todayl 

$24 
Get 12 issues of racquetball 's finest publication for $24. Just fill in your name 

and address below, enclose your check, and we'll rush you your subscription. 
You can even charge your subscription to your credit card if you like . 

Subscriber Information: 
Name 

Address 

Next Month 
October ill Interna Uonal Rac­
quetball will bring a special sur­
prise. our RACQUET GUIDE. It 
will be the most complete lis ting 
of racq u etba ll racq uets ever 
assembled in any publication. 
The v ita l statistics such as 
weight, composition and list 
price will be included. If you 're in 
the market for a new racquet, 
shop in the pages ofInternationa l 
Racquetball next monlh. 

The tournament results of the 
first pro stops for both the Men 

. and Women Pros u'ill appear in 
our pages in October td/ll splen­
did photographic exci!ltmeul. It's 

City ____________ _____ State ______ 

Zip _______ Phone 

Charge my Visa 0 MC 0 AE 0 Expires ____ _________ 
Card Number 

Players you know: 

Name ________________________ 

1 Address _ ________________ ____________ 

City ___________________ State ____________ 

Zi P ______ Player Level ________________ 

2 
Name 
Address _______________________________ 

City ___________________ State _______ 

Zip ______ Player Level ___________ 

Name ________________________

3 Address _______ _____________ _ 

City ___________ ___ _ State _ ______ 

Zip ______ Player Level __________ _ 

Send this form with your check to: 
International Racquetball , P.O . Box 11755, Salt Lake City , Utah 84147L_____________________________ _ 
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the DOllison, Michigan tourna­
ment for the me ll a ll d th e 
Atlanta, Georgia s top f or the 
women. If you can 'l be there in 
person, the next best th iug is to 
read about these thrilling events 
in International Rarquetball. 

Want to get tough 0 11 your m ental 
game? Dr. Bud Mu ehleisen. rac­
quetball's fa m ous il/llorator a nd 
teacher, u'ill u'rite a bout ll'ha t it 
takes to be a fop pro. A lso, there 
will be articles 011 the explosion of 
racquetballirorld-iride and how 
the AAR.4 i. shapiJlg the future 
of racquetball abroad. 

Yes. October uill be Intern a ­
tioJl a/ R acquetball 's best issue 
yet. D OIl 'f let your friends see 
,\'our copy. You may llot get it 
back . 
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H". or.- Ihl' head to head nrurds ot" 
m(il '-~ Cl.t7 ! ''' mrn 's professiolla! rac ­
q1li loall';, ) the 1982-83 scasoll. 

Til, "O il/ CII 's chart was ob/ail!' d 
j imll 11 - oJ/icia! fMC tou rna i/II III 
rrcord.' . Those tourn am cil t, i l · 

cll/drd !(( re: Toronto, CBC i l' 

coul'er. La fayette, Atlanta. QII ' I~J . 
Mrl bo u )'JI C, Ft. Worlh. l' ' ( ' l ll. 

Ba lif[O r. San Franc isco. 5· ,-·t. _ 
Anaheim. and Chicago. 

The m l!n 's chart /I 'a, it hll 'trod h,. 
fntrrna tiona! Racqllr / all ": ­
from tourn amellt r olr d, 
tourna men t::; inc!ud,.d :/, Yt 

Ion. Wrs lm ins ic'r, Blln.~ : • 
Nn(' Hal'rll . Plea.' ln· - r. .'-! ' 
Pa lm Desert. R WI') -' I 

AI/Still , TU!'IlJIf ,I 

alld A lla il (I . 

Worn 
I II I 

I 
en 's 

¥\ 
>­

::: Q; <l> 
0>>­ </I .c 
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'" E .g ~ '" C 0. .S c 
:.:: Ol N ~ '0 0.

'" C ro :.:: "2u '0 
·c 

'" '" co :::J 
U '"::;; « 3: ::;; a. ::;; (!) (!) (!) ifJ 

1 

::;; I 

I 
3 -4 4-, 2-0 I 2-0 5-0 '-0 2-0 2-0 2-0 2-0 3-0 I .-- ­

H j 2-0J.4- 3 ' -2 4-0 4-0 '-0 2-0 '- 0 2-0 

' -4 0-3 '- 0 2- , 2-1 ,-, '-0 4-0 I 2-0 I- -
I 0-2 0-2 0- ' '-2 ,- , '-0 0- ' ,-, , -0 

0-2 2- , '- 2 2­ ' 2-2 '-0 

0-5 I ' -2 ,-, 2-0 I '-0- - - -­
0­ ' I 0-4 ,-, 0-' I ,-, 

J- ­
0-2 0-4 I '- 1 2-2 '-1 ,- , '-0 0- ' - ­
0-2 0- 1 0- ' 0-' ' -2 J.- - - -
0-2 0-2 '-0 ,- ,

- - - , 
0 -2 0- ' 0-4 ,-, I 0­ ' 2-0 

-­ - ­ - --------~. 

0-3 0-2 0-2 0- , 0- ' , ' -0 I 0- 2 

- -

y -

*-f- - ­ - - - -­ ---­ - ­ - - ­ . ~ -- . --- --'---- ­

McKay 

r - A-da- m -s ­

::'r~ ,~o 
Pa nzert 

l
- ­I 

-

M arrIott 


G ree ;' ­

G I~ 

Gardner 

S IU PP 

M'Z'K mne-

I H ard tn g 

o 
::;; (/) Ia: (/) ow 3: (/) 

a: 
z 
« z= I « a: w WN...J: I ~ cr:'\lcn '" U 

W 
a: w ::;; (/)W ::;; W~ U Z a: a:a: >o W w...J a: a: ~ ~ 8~ 1 §:i ~ « ...Jz I W (!) >­::;; o = 0. 

W a: ~ ~ 
W 

i « 
o 
~ ...J ~ I (/) ° l I ::;; 

W D i eD i ..; > (/)' 1 0 U· (!)a: I (/). eD~ 

MARTY HOG,l ~. ~ .-~- 3-0 _ 2 ~~ --,-___ _ 1-0---'___ -----__!+--,-~::~2 --_-_ - _ _2~0 b _O, ,-,-+1 _ , -0-+1~_-_-_-+f-- - 1- - 0 _-0~:~~~~:~~~~~-1 
I DA VEPEcK - - ­ '-~ - - ___ _~ '-0 2-0 - 0 ' -0 I '-0 '-0 0- 1 '-0 


MIKE YELL EN 3-0 1- 1-0 I ' - 0 ' -0 I 2-0 2-0 2-0 
 '-0 
-r---L-~---+---r--~----I 

'-0BRE T HA RN ETT ' -::: 2- 0 -0 0- ' I 0- 1 '-0 I ' -0 ' -0 ' -0 
'-- ­ - - -- 1.0 1-0 -~~- - o- ,-+---+--+--+- o--'r~i-o-l---- , --
r-G~ EG~ __ -= _ 
I .-!ERRY HI L_E CH ER = - ~_ _ ___ - 1 , -(; ' -0 I _ I, _~___ 0- ___ _ _0_ 1_ 1-0_+ O - ,, +-_-+___' ' -0+ --+_ , -_0-+___ 

1 
GERRY PRIC E 0- - -- '-0 , -0 , -0 , -0 1-0 , -0 0- , 

----+--+-----i---~--__+----+---+------
ED AN DREWS 0-2 ' -0 0- 0-2 '-1 2-0 ,-, 

-------,--/----+----t---+-----i-----j------ ­
DO N TH OMAS r 0-3 7- -- J- , - , 0- , 

- .--,..-------- --1---+--+- -+--+ - _I__- --L.-- - I 
, ST EVE LERNER o- ,,~ _ _ -c I ' -0 0-' '-0 '-0 I 2-0 

~-o - ;-.-,- I I ():11 0-, +--' --0-+-0- -'-' -+-0'--'-' - ,----1 , JOHN EGE 8MA N 
+----1 

0- ,RICH WA GNER , - , 0- , :>- . '-0 J I '-G 1 ,-, ' -0 ' -0 
-- - --- -- - - - --------'-------'-----t- ---t-----I-----'-- ---t---+-- ­

ST EVE STRAN DE MO 0- I 0- 1 _ _ ---0--'- ..1 ' -0 

DOUG COf--' EN 0-, 0- 1 0- 2 L-- - '-0 0- ' 
--'-- - .----- -~- -

C RAIG AeCO Y 0-' 0-2 (j . - 0- , ' -0 
 ,-0 
---- - - .---- ,---1-----1- ---,------11-----­

REUB EN G O NZAL ES ~ - C , -0 ' - 1 I '-0 1 ' -0 --- -- -- --+-- ° -----'----+----­
SCOTT A ','KINS 0-' _____>- _1_ .:2- 1~.L ____-1-0_-_1-+-_+-_ _:..._-I-1__~0_-_' _ _ 

MA RK MA I:l T __ . 0- 2 I ' -0 __--"--_O-_t_ __ ..: Co, ' -0 0- ' 0 • I 
SCOTT O L vEe 0- ' - ---- _-':....2~- - '----,- 0_~_ _ 

1 

-""1,...----' __---I-I_~___.,.: 
1 

- - 0._- ·_- ·_-_-_:'--~-::.-'---- - ___ 
LI DSA ,,/y ~ :: c:: 0-, r - ' I 0-' : , -0 I 

' HOW TO READ CH ART- co , player the won toss e-c~." _' - t?':: a.f-'" ; 'eac hOri zon tall y oppos it e h iS na m e T he tourna men ls used are IheI 3 " 1 ' ;:a -~" -e,-er .. 
same as t o se P"':',:,' '- 0; q Com pu ter Rankmgs a - c: 2' ~ 5- ' ,,:"~ ~a::::-~ ..: +~ 
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LETT ERS Continued from /Jagr 7 

to the PRO body at a later dat e, after 
which time a commissioner and a legiti ­
mate board were to be selected by the play­
ers. It sho uld be noted that both Greggand 
Dave Peck were present in Anaheim and 
participated in that initial vote. 

J.-lihere I disagree with Mr. Day is il1 his 
assessment of the necessity of the involve· 
ment of the top players in a players' associ­
ation in order for that body to be 
"successful." I certainly agree tho t the 
idea l way for form a players' association 
would be to have the top players lay the 
groundwork and take the lead. Th e whole 
point of the article, however, was that the 
top players in racquetball have not been 
willing to either lead or participate in any 
such association in the past. On th ree spe · 
cific occasions Dave Peck was approached 
by lower ranked players about spearhead· 
ing such an association , and he was 
understandably reluctant because 0/ the 
dis traction such in volvemen t would ca use 
in his game. Similar attempts were made 
to include Marty Hogan, but were sum· 
marily dismissed by him as unnecessary. 
To carry Mr. Day's claims to their logical 
conclusion would be to suggest that with · 
out the involvement of the top players, a 
players' association is neither necessalY 
nor possible. A nd that is a conclusion with 
which I cannot agree. 

I do agree with Mr. Day that any associ· 
ation must be careful not to take away the 
individual bargaining position of any par· 
ticular player, so long as that position does 
not abuse the legitimate rights of other 
professional players. A players' associa­
tion should be a positive, not a punitive, 
inj7.uence. 

In conclusion, I would like to point out 
that neither the publishing of Mr. Day's 
letter nor my reply thereto should be taken 
as any criticism on my part ofeither Gregg 
or Da ve Peck or of Mr. Day himself The 
dIfferences cited are, I believe, legitimate 
and healthy dzfferences of opinion. My 
experiences with th ese men ha ve con­
vineI'd me that their concerns for bettering 
the sport of racquetball in general are at 
least as genuine as my own. 

Drew Stoddard 

NO MAN 'S Continued Irom /Jage 38 

The concept is most useful during 
pass ing si tuation s for yo ur 
opponent. 
If you play to cover hi s passes a nd 
stay out of no man' s land, you also 
will be able to pick up his not-quite­
perfect pinches a nd kills. His good 
shots are a lost cause. 
Always give your opponent the more 
difficult down -the-l ine passes as 
opposed to the crosscourt a ngles. 
Stay away from the wa ll s wh ile 
awa iting yo ur opponent 's shots. In 
mos t situations they are the borders 
of no ma n's land . 

Pro Rankings 


INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL 


COMPUTER RANKINGS 


JUNE 26, 1983 

THIS LAST 
MO. MO . PLAYER 

1 3 Mike Ye l len 

2 Mart y Hoga n 

3 2 Dave Peck 

4 4 Bret Harnett 

5 5 Gregg Peck 

6 14 Ruben Gonzalez 

7 7 Jerry Hilec her 

8 8 Gerry Price 

9 12 Steve Lerner 

10 6 Rich Wag ner 

11 10 Do n Th omas 

12 9 Ed Andrews 

13 11 John Egerman 

14 13 Doug Cohen 

15 15 Craig McCoy 

16 21 Corey Brysman 

17 18 Scott Oliver 

18 23 Jack Newman 

19 16 Steve Strandemo 

20 18 Mike Martino 

21 B ill Se ll 

22 17 Sco tt Hawki ns 

23 20 Lindsay Myers 

24 22 Jack Nolan 

25T 24 Wayne Bowes 

25T Larry Fox 

27 25 Ben Koltun 

POINTS 

166.43 

160.00 

134 09 

98.42 

77.50 

57.78 

55.18 

53.88 

4706 

42.00 

40.58 

33.42 

30.23 

2404 

22.29 

18.38 

1829 

18.13 

17.00 

15.94 

15.63 

13.70 

923 

766 

6.25 

6.25 

3.38 

THIS LAST 
MO. MO . 

1 1 

2 2 

3 3 

4 4 

5 5 

6 6 

7 8 

8 7 

9 9 

10 13 

11 10 

12 14 

13 11 

14 15 

15 12 

16 21 

17 16 

18 18 

19 17 

20 19 

21 20 

22 23 

23 24 

24 29 

25 22 

26 25 

27 27 

WPRA RAN KINGS 

AUGUST 1, 1983 


PLAYER POINTS 

Hea ther McKay 28863 

Ly nn Adams 273.84 

Sha nnon Wright 196.88 

Laura Martino 133.88 

Vicki Panzeri 114.63 

Terri Gilreath 10375 

Marci Greer 72 .63 

Janell Marriott 69.29 

Peggy Gardner 60 .00 

Jennifer Harding 56 .00 

Caryn McKinney 52 .57 

Joyce Jackson 45 .00 

Heat her Stupp 44 .67 

Stacey Fletc her 38.63 

Brenda Poe Ba rrett 38.33 

Barbara Maltby 35.00 

Bonnie Stoll 32.00 

Diane Bullard 31.93 

Francine DaVI S 31.63 

Martha McDonald 23. 13 

Gail Woods 23.00 

Carol Pranka 20. 15 

Molly O 'Brien 19.33 

Rita Hoff Sco tt 191 7 

Jean Sauser 18. 86 

Leslie Clifford 14.67 

Val Paese 14.33 

I 

I 

JUNE 26. 1983 

THIS LAST 
MO. MO. 

1 3 

2 

3 2 

4 4 

5 5 

6 6 

7 7 

8 12 

9 8 

10 8 

11 10 

12 11 

13 13 

14 13 

1ST 15 

1ST 16 

DP /LEACH CATALINA RANKINGS 

PLAYER POINTS EARNINGS 

Mike Yellen 9100 57.750 

Marty Hogan 9100 38. 200 

Dave Peck 76.66 26.500 

Bret Harnett 6300 20.150 

Gregg Peck 54 00 12 .750 

Steve S tra ndemo 5000 3.250 

Jer ry H ilecher 4555 11 .350 

Ru ben Gonzalez 45 ce· 8.000 

Don Th omas .1111 7.650 

John Egerman 3555 5. 250 

Ed Andrews 3233 5.900 

Rich Wag ner 3250 5050 

Gerry Price 3' 67 2000 

Doug Cohen 2600 '2150 

Cra ig McCoy 2500 2000 

Scot t Hawkins 2500 - 0 ­
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HAR.E_ES 
POWER OF TITANIUM. 


JDtrocIudq the omj'TitaDium racquetball 
~ODeartb. TIle str~ 
ofsteel with halfthe weight. 
Titanium is found in the sun. In 
meteorites. In the earth's oust. 
Even in the human body itself. 
It is prized by man because it 
has the strerigth of steel with 
only half the weight. 

This rare power has 
been e~loited p'rimarily 
in the des~ of the most 
sophisticated aircraft and 
missiles. Until now. 

Now. Omega has har­
nessed one of the great 
powers of the universe 
into one awesome racquet­
ball racquet. ~tweight 
Strong. Flexible. 

This forceful instrument 
is strung like no other racquet 
on earth. Mad RaqThl is a 
J?Ower and finesse computer­
designed stringing system so 
unique it has been patented. 

Lightweight power in the 
Titanium frame. Totalball con­
trol and shock absorption in the 
Mad Rag stringing. A combina­
tion willi license to kill. only 
from Omega. 

True power players will want 
this racquet. It is designed to break 
lesser spirits on the court. From Omega 
racquetball professionals. First to intro­
duce the thioatless racquet. First with a 
woman's racquet. First to extend the one­
piece frame to the buttcap. First and exclu­
Sively with Mad Raq stringing. And now 
first and exclusively with Titanium. 

CMEG4 
Omega Sports. 9200 Cody 
OverIand Park. KS 66212 

-. 
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