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DO YOU HAVE THE GUTS

Guts. That's where it all starts.
The guts to push your body
through new thresholds of pain
and endurance. The guts to
push your mind to new
levels of discipline and
concentration.

Once you're there,
you'll find that only
Ektelon can meet your
performance standards.
Our Graphite CBKyy,,
the game’s most power-

ful racquet, and the Com-
posite 250G, the most
widely used tournament

TO BE A WINNER?

model, are e Smest pieces of
equipment in racguethall today.
Ask a winner shout rac- .
gutreacionsBasion. & &
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Happy New Year!

Jason Holloman
Publisher

ing out the Old Year and ring in
Rthe New! The 1982-83 racquetball

season is over, consequently, we
present to vou this special issue that
includes our Player of the Year Awards
and a special section on the 10 Best Men
and Women in professional racquetball!
If vou've ever wondered who won which
tournaments and why, we're sure vour
curiosity will be sated with this excel-
lent review of the vear.

The new 1583-84 season i1s already
under way September 1-4 with the first
pro-stops in Davison, Michigan, for the
men, and 1n Atlanta, Georgia, for the
women. (See our October issue for in-
depth photo coverage of those tourna-
ments.) Racquetball 1s entering what
will be a banner year. Why? Well, every-
thing is poised for action. The main-
spring is wound so tight you can feel the
tension of excitement. Racquetball is
ready for another tremendous growth
spurt and this next vear will bear me
out. Young amateurs are champing at
the bit to turn pro this vear. Thev've
been held back for two years and have
honed their skills and set their sights.
The fight for the toprankingsis going to
be a bloody battlefield filled with excit-
ing new talent. The AARA, thanks to
the efforts of Luke St. Onge, is on the
verge of organizing the explosive growth
of amateur racquethall played in 36
countries world-wide. Is racquethall
headed for the Olympic Games?It'sonly
a matter of time. The P.R.O., racquet-
ball's first professional men's players'
association, will shortly offer toracquet-
ball something that 1s sorely needed:
organization , communication and fra-
ternity for America's top men players.
Out of this simple beginning will arise
better exposure, more prize money and
open negotiations. A definite improve-
ment! This vear will also see the return
of an amazingly strong WPRA tour. Add
to that new products and new manufac-
turers that will be entering the market
with exciting advertising campaigns
and promotions for the first time and
we're going to have one incredible year!

(To learn more of what 1sin the wind.,
turn to our editorial by Drew Stoddard
called “In the Same Boat,” It covers

amateur and professional racquetball
that vou should know about.)
Speaking of the great vear ahead, [
have recently been corrected in my
thinking as to the length of the racquet-
hall season. | used to believe that rac-
quetball was mainly plaved September
through earlv June. This is not the case,

at least in the Sun-Belt States where a |

surprising number of our subscribers
are located. [t seems thatin the Sun-Belt
States where August is 275 davs long, a
racquetball work-out, followed by a
pleasant get-together in the club, is pref-
erable to the blistering heat other out-
side recreation requires, In fact,
California, Texas. Arizona, New Mex-
ico, Louisiana, and Florida are veritable
“Hot Beds" (excuse the pun) for racquet-
ball through the summer and year
around. And in the light of world-wide
participation, one can hardly say that
racquetball 1s just a nine-month sport
anymore,

Who will be the future champs? His-
torically it has been the winners of the
AARA Junior Nationals. Look inside for
who won this important event that took
place in New York this past Julv.

In this issue we are proud to have an
interview with Jennifer Harding who is
this year's new president of the WPRA.
Jennifer has worked hard for her fellow
women pros and we hope vou will takea
minute to get to know her. Coverage of
the WPRA Anchorage. Alaska tourn-
ament is on page 31.

To give you a good start on improving
vourself this vear. we have included
some excellent features. Kvie Kamalu
gives us a short tip on “Keeping Your
Shots on the Level,” while Dave Peck

' offers us “The Art of Return of Serve."”

some Inside information pertaining to |

And last!v, "Aveiding No-Man's Land”
by Mike Yellen 1s one not to avoid.
Don't forget our regular features—
Letters to the Editor. News, Head to Head
Compelition. Schedule of Events and Pro-
fessional Rankings—which should be
perused for useful facts. And, please,
take a look at what's happening Next
Month. Tt will be an extra special 1ssue
vou shouldn’t miss. Happy reading.
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lNTERNAT IONAL RACQUE TBALL

WANITS YOU!

e We want you to join professional racquetball in its exciting
1983-84 season. Racquetball like you’ve never seen it before!

e We want you to join the pros in behind-the-scenes interviews,
in-depth instruction written by the pros themselves, and superb
photographic tournament coverage.

e We want you to join the pros as they battle
in cities from coast to coast and beyond

in the world of International Racquethall.

TURN TO PAGE 40 FOR YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM!




In The Same

Drew Stoddard
Editor

ack when the civil rights move-
B ment was at its peak, I remember

reading about a conversation be
tween a prominent black mananda very
self-righteous white fellow. In his
attempt to persuade the black man that
white people have a certain ancestral
claim to supremacy, the white man as-
serted that his forbears had traveled to
this country upon the glorious decks of
the Mayflower, not in the dingy hold of
some slave ship. “Well," replied the
black man, “we may have come here on

different ships, but we're all in the same |

boat now."

[ first read that story many years ago,
but it keeps coming back into my mind
as I watch, and think, and write about |
what is taking place in the sport of rac-
guetball at this moment. Qur sport is
emerging from a decade of turbulant
and almost unimaginable growth, going
from total obscurity to household word
in less time than it takes to age a good
bottle of wine. And, asone might expect,
that explosive growth has come with
some pain. Yes, there have even been

| Manufacturers—One of the most wel-
come occurrences in the history of rac-
quetball was the recent formation of the
Racquetball Manufacturers Associa-
tion, or RMA. This powerful group,

casualties. What has evolved is a sort of
fragmented sport—a strange patchwork
quilt of groups and individuals who
have survived by their toughness, and
who now hover proudly, and sometimes
jealously, over that which they view as
their private domain within the sport of
racquetball.

There seems to be a growing feeling
within the industry that it may be time
to bring the various appendages of the
sport back together again. We at Inter-
national Racquetball believe it is time.
Racquetball i1s now preparing to take the
final steps that are necessary to become
“big league." But we will never be able
to do that if we are not unified. As the
black man said. we may have arrived at
this port ondifferent ships but weare all
in the same boat now,

Who are these groups? They are
names with which vou are probably
familiar:

Amateur Racquetball—Thisis the
group that is concerned with the “grass
roots” plavers. The battle for control of
this segment of the sport has been
among the bloodiest in racquetball, but
the survivor is now uncontested. The
American Amateur Racquetball Associ-
ation, or AARA, led hy Luke St. Onge
and based in Colorado Springs now dom-
inates American amateur racquetball
and is rapidly spreading its influence
around the world. One of the goals of the
AARA is to establish racquetball as an
official Olympic sport.

Women's Professional Racquet-
ball—0One of the great success stories of
racquetball is the Women's Professional
Racquetball Association or WPRA, Born
amidst a virtual disaster in 1979, the
WPRA has become one of the most
vibrant and creative forces in the sport
and stands in total control of the
women s professional game. The WPRA
1s currently headed by its newly elected
third president, Jennifer Harding.

Men’s Professional Racquelt-
ball—While the jury may still be out on
this one, it appears that the Professional
Racquetball Organization, or PRO, will
reign as the controlling force of men’s

| professional racquetball. The battles in

this area are legend, and the stakes are
high. But all indications are that PRO
will finally bring some much needed
order to the sport's most visible group.
The PRO 1s currently headed by rac-
quetball pioneer Bud Muehleisen,

* which is composed of representatives of
virtually every major racquetball manu-
facturer, has massive resources and
should be able to act as the most effec-
tive possible industrv watch-dog, as
well as the sport's strongest proponent
of unity. Although no president has yet
been selected. the accepted interim
leader seems to be Norm Peck of
Ektelon.

Club Owners-—Because of the uni-
que nature of racquerball itself, this
group plays an extremely important
part in the growth of the industry.
Although 1ts membership 1s by no
means unanimous. the International
Racquet Sports Association. or IRSA
(formerly the NCCA', has emerged as
the chief voice for racquetball club
owners. The current president of the
IRSA is Richard M. Caro Jr.

We believe that these groups should
be recognized as the defacto governing
bodies of their respective areas of the
sport and that future decisions which
affect the sport of racquetball asa whole
should be made by a bodv composed of
representatives of each. It is no longer
possible for one area of the sport to
suffer without affecting evervone else.
We need to pull together.

These observations will. no doubt,
come as a surprise to many of our read-
ers. Since the publication of our first
issue, the public response to Interna-
tional Racquetball has been far bevond
anvthing we could have ever reasonahly
expected. But it seems that our empha-
sis on men's professional racquethall
has given many people¢ the mistaken
impression that we do not recognize the
importance of the other areas in the
sport. In light of this facr, we have re-
evaluated our own edirorial stance and
have come to the conclusion that in
order for Internationz| uetball to be
a viable voice for rhe 2rry, we must
speak to, and for. all areas of racquet-
ball. As evidence csire to expand
our editorial con ¢.1n this issue you
will find aninte with WPRA Presi-
dent Jennifer rding. and next

month’s issue will include an in-depth,
behind the scenes report on Luke St.
Onge and the AARA.

While we wsll continue to provide the

most com
possible

te professional coverage
believe it is time that we
Znition to the others in
we feel it Is time that
¢ hoat start rowing in the




e [ cliers fo the Editor m—

| have arrived at two (which I feel are

Dear Mr. Stoddard:

As the player representative for sev-
eral of the game’s top players, I would
like to take this opportunity to comment
on your article “The Other Side of
Marty."” After having witnessed the
efforts of various groups and entities in
their attemptstoforma players' union, |

important) observations:

1. No players’ association can ade-
quately represent the game's top
players when such group 1s com-
posed of both amateurs and
professionals.

2. For any players association to be
successful, it must be composed of
the game's top players and their
involvement either personally or by
representation must be from the
association's inception. It is ludi-

crous to bhelieve that any associa-
tion can establish itself and then
seek the participation of the game's
top players. |

Having attended the meeting with the |
representatives of PRO and the manu-
facturers in Anaheim, [ was once again
dismayed to learn that PRQO had not
even established criteria for member-
ship yet they had elected a board and
were representing themselves as the
new players’ association. This associa-
tion is taking on a very striking resemb-
lance to that formed in Tucson during
the 1979 Nationals wherein anyone
could join and thereby beeligible to vote. |
Furthermore, with respect to appear-
ance fees, [ take issue with your state- |
ment that Charlie Drake denied
receiving an appearance fee for Marty to
participate in the Torontoevent. While |
was not at all pleased that such payment
was in fact made (especially after Clive
Caldwell had personally assured me |
that no such appearance fees would be
paid to any player) Charlie Drake
informed those in attendance that he
told Mr. Caldwell that because Marty
would be returning from Europe just
prior to the event and because he felt
that participation could in fact jeopard-
ize Marty's ranking, he would require
an appearance fee in the amount of
$5000.00. He further advised the group
that including Bret in such fee was
merely an afterthought. T am neither a
proponent or an advocate of appearance
fees and the Toronto event should
merely serve as a lesson to us all. Any
complaint that prize money is distrib-
uted unequally merely evidences the
fact that the majority of players do not |
feel they are capable of achieving the
number one ranking.

While I wholeheartedly endorse the

various entities attempting to establish
a players’ association, it must be abso-
lutely certain that such organization
does not attempt to take away the indi-
vidual bargaining position of a particu-
lar player.

Sincerely,

Jerry Day
Attorney at Law
Oklahoma City, OK

Note: Jerry Day serves as the agent and
representative for Dave Peck and Gregg
Peck.

My. Stoddard responds:

First of all, Mr. Day’s letter gives me a
chance to address the one ervor that regrel-
tably appeared in my article ' The Other

| Side of Marty.” In that article I stated

that Charlie Drake had denied receiving
any fee from the Toronto fournament.
That information was oblained from cer-
tain parties who were in attendance and
was, as Mr. Day points out, in ervor. My.
Drake openly acknowledged and discussed
the payment of the fee during the Ana-
heim meeling. Since the item was
included in the article for the benefit of
Myr. Drake and Marly Hogan, il never
occurred lo me thal the information might

| be inaccurate. [ apologize for the error and

stand correcled.

With respect to which players shall
receive voling within PRO, it is my under-
standing from conversations with Bud

Muehleisen that such a policy has not yet |

been determined, and that il will be
addressed in the near fulure by the players
themselves. I know of no one, however,
who has suggested allowing amateur play-
ers the same voling rights as touring pro-
fessionals. The obvious problem that
confronts the players is deciding what con-
stitutes a professional player. [t is a ques-
tion for which Thaveno answer, but lel me
state once again thal I believe the purpose
of a players” association is to protect the
legitimate righls of all professional play-
ers. To be more specific, il is my feeling
that probably 25 to 35 players qualify at
this moment as professional men players.
Any fewer or more than those numbers
would, I believe, be an invitation lo abuse.
[ regard as hudicrous the recen! suggestion
by some of the fop plavers that all profes-
sionals be controlled by an association
composed of onlv the top four players.

It appears to be Mr. Day’s understand-
ing thal PRO has already voted on a
number of issues. Again, [ have not been
present at all PRO wmeelings but it is my
understanding that the only vote tha! has
thus far been taken was the vote at the
Anaheim PRO meeting in which three
plavers were selected as an ad-hoc commil-
lee to make some basic recommendalions

Conlinued on Page 42
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FASHION RACKET SPECS™
Comes with polycarbonate lenses . .. shatter-
proof. Can be fitted with prescription lenses.

Sizes: Large, Small, in Clear, Amber, Aose

Retail $16.95

REC SPECS &
Comes with non prescription, shatterproof
lenses. Your optomefrist can fit specs with
prescription lenses. Ultimate in eye safety.
Sizes: Large; Small for Juniors.

Retail $19.95
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EYEGLASSES PROTECTOR™

Fits right over eyeglasses..indestructible...
very light..protects nose and temple. One size
fits all. 2 ¥

Retail $16.50
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EYE PROTECTOR

Made of indestructible plastic. One size fits
all. Comes with nose pad. A super value!

Retail $3.98
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404-451-2800
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*oduct) inc. 5687 New Peachtree Rd.
Atlanta, Ga. 30341



NAVARRO AND RASMUSSEN
TAKE JUNIORS TITLES

Ray Navarro of El Paso, Texas, won
the 18-and-under division of the AARA
Junior Nationals by defeating Andy
Roberts of Memphis, Tennessee, in the
final, 15-7, 15-10. Trina Rasmussen of
Jacksonville, Oregon, ousted Becky
Rush of Sherwood, Arkansas, for the
Girls 18-and-under title. The tourna-
ment, which is considered the most
prestigious junior event in Racquetball,
was held at the All Sport Racquetball
and Fitness Club in Fishkill, New York,
June 21-26. For complete results see
story on page 17.

WPRA BEGINS PRO DOUBLES

The Women's Professional Racquet-
ball Association will add pro doubles div-
isions to each WPRA event for the
1983-84 season, according to newly
elected WPRA President Jennifer Hard-
ing. Each pro doubles event will pay
total prize money of $2000 which is
being contributed from WPRA funds.
The purpose of the additional division,
according to Harding, is to provide more
matches for spectators, to give early
round losers a chance to cover their
expenses, and to keep the pro women
around the tournament longer.

The WPRA will also be giving a $200
credit to the winner of the amateur div-
ision at each prostop. That credit will be
used towards travel expenses to the
WPRA Nationals in Ft. Worth, Texas.

HOGAN LEAVES DP LEACH
TO JOIN PRO-KENNEX

One of the longest standing relation-
ships in professional racquetball came
to an end with the announcement that
Marty Hogan has discontinued his rela-
tionship with DP Leach, effective July
15. Hogan will be joining Pro-Kennex,
one of the world's largest manufactur-
ers of tennis equipment, to form a new
racquetball racquet line that will be
known as Hogan Racquetball.

According to Jim Thompson, Vice
President of Sales and Marketing at
Diversified Products, DP's approach to
promoting racquetball has changed con-
siderably during the past year as the
company has become more involved in
supporting amateur racquetball events,
sponsoring more amateur and profes-
sional tournaments, and sponsoring
additional players. “Although we have
worked to develop a mutally beneficial
long term arrangement with Marty for
the past year, an agreement couldn't be
reached,” explained Thompson. "“Cer-
tainly we are disappointed that Marty
will no longer be associated with the DP
Leach line, but we wish him well in his
future endeavors. DP's commitment to

l promoting consumer interest in rac-
| quetball remains firm and we feel that
our direction is extremely positive and
for the betterment of the sport and DP,”

According to Pro Kennex, the new
Hogan Racquetball division will
“initially manufacture two high-
technology racquets using the same
advanced construction techniques and
innovation that Pro Kennex has utilized
with graphite and graphite-composite
materials in the production of tennis,
squash, and badminton racquets. Speci-
fications for thedesign and construction
of both models will be personally over-
seen by Hogan, as he expands his invol-
vement in the sport bevond basic
product endorsement and into the daily
business of racquetball equipment man-
ufacturing and marketing.”

Marty Hogan's relationship with
Leach goes back to the earliest days of
Hogan's career and of professional rac-
quetball itself. Most industry observers
credit Hogan's name and reputation as
largely responsible for building Leach
Industries into one of racquetball’s larg-
est equipment manufacturers. Hogan
has never played a professional event
with anything other than a Leach rac-
quet. Hogan's separation from Leach
has been rumored since the companvy
was bought by Diversified Products of
Opelika, Alabama, in 1981,

EKTELON, OSHMANS
ANNOUNCE CALIFORNIA
STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Ektelon has joined the Oshmans
chain of sporting goods stores to sponsor
the first Ektelon/Oshmans California
State Championships. The events will
feature play in open through novice div-
isions in two regional qualifying tourna-
ments that will feed into a state finals
tournament. First and second place fin-
ishers will receive free transportation to
the State Finals. The Ektelon Speed-
Flite is the official tournament ball.

Ektelon Product Manager Norm Peck
explained the rationale for the new tour-
nament series:

“While California is possibly the most
enthusiastic racquetball playing state,
| it is one of the only states that doesn’t
have its own state championship tour-
nament. The Ektelon/Oshmans Califor-
nia State Championships will fill that
voild and underscore the commitments
of our respective companies to the grass
roots racquetball player.”

The dates and Jocations for theevents

are:
Northern Regional, Schoebers.
Fremont, CA, Sept 15-16; Southern
Regional, King’s Court, Westminster.
CA, Oct 8-9; State Finals, Sports
Gallery, Anaheim, CA, Oct 29-30.

8

' AARA ANNOUNCES EVENTS

The American Amateur Racquetball
Association, the governing body of ama-
teur racquetball, has announced the
dates and locations for its major tourna-
ments for the 1983-84 season. They are
as follows:

Central American Games, Costa
Rica, Oct 9-14, 1983; AARA
Doubles, St. Petersburg, FL, Oct 27-
30, 1983; AARA Singles, Houston,
TX, May 24-28, 1984; AARA
Juniors, Davison. MI, June 20-24,
1984; World Games, Sacramento,
CA, July 16-22, 1984.

For more information contact Luke
St. Onge, AARA. 815 North Weber,
Suite 203. Colorado Springs, Colorado
80903. (303) 635-3396,

RACQUETBALL
MANUFACTURERS MEET

The Racquetball Manufacturers
Association (RMA) held a meeting in
Chicago on Wednesday, July 27. Attend-
ing the meeting were representatives of
most major manufacturers of racquet-
ball related equipment and representa-
tives of the Professional Racquetball
Organization (PRQ), a men's pro play-
er's association. According to members
who attended the meeting, good pro-
gress was made toward finalizing the
parameters of next season's profes-
sional tour, as well asestablishing a cen-
tral office for the purpose of
coordinating all areas of the sport of rac-
quetball. Because of the sensitive nature
of the ongoing negotiations, the RMA

S\ e

and PRO have requested that specific |

details of the meeting not be disclosed at
this time.

“We hope we will shortly be able to
make an announcement about the com-
ing season.” said a spokesman for the
group, "but we're all in agreement that
we want evervthing to be structured
correctly before we make any announce-
ment. The best thing we can say at this
rime is that evervthing is looking very

positive—there's probably more genu- |

ine cooperation right now than there's
ever been in the sport of racquetball.”

JOHN EGERMAN MARRIED

Professional plaver John Egerman of
Boise, Idzho. was married to Elaine
Johnston of Fi. Lauderdale, Florida, on
July 26 1n Boise.We at International

all Magazine wish to extend

ulations and best wishes to
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How to go for the gold.

Come into ComputerLand®and
we'll show you how the IBM Personal
. Computer can give you the thrill
& of victory.

With a challenging program
called Microsoft Decathlon, you can
compete in the world’s most demanding
athletic contest.

Run the 100 meter dash. Clear the hurdles.
Hurl the shot, discus and javelin.

We'll also show you how the IBM Personal
# Computer’s animated color graphics, music
and sound effects create the excitement of

real competition.

So let the games begin. Put on your
sneakers and head for ComputerLand®
today. Our expert staff will demonstrate
all the ways the IBM Personal
Computer can be your tool for
modern times.

o

The IBM Personal Computer at

Computerland

Color monitor shown nor supphicd by [BM,
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1983

Player of the Year

Mike Yellen

would be difficult to overstate
Mike Yellen's accomplishments
during the 1982-83 professional
racquetball season. After having a
first half-season that was hot and
cold, Mike held off his charge for the
championship until the last possible
second, and then proceeded to scorch
the field. Indeed, following his
quarterfinal loss to Gregg Peck at the
Austin stop in March, he was all but
counted out as a serious threat to even
reach the top two. Marty Hogan's vic-
tory in Austin gave him so large a
point lead over the rest of the field, it
appeared nearly impossible that
anvone, let alone fourth-ranked
Yellen, would be able to overtake him.
For the rest of the season Mike did not
lose a single match, winning four con-
secutive tournaments, three of which
were national championships:
Toronto, Anaheim, Chicago, and
Atlanta. He beat Marty Hogan and
Dave Peck three times each in those
four events. He ended the season with
five tournament victories, three
national crowns, and the undisputed
title of National Champion.
For anyone who has followed pro-
fessional racquetball it seems incredi-
| ble that Mike Yellen is only 23 years

old. He has been plaving profession-
ally since he was 16, and has been a
powerful force in the game for most of
that time. At one time. for a period of
about four months in 1980, Mike
became the first player to move Marly
Hogan out of the number one position
when he beat Hogan twice. and won
major events in Boston, Atlanta, and
Omaha.

What makes Mike Yellen's rise to
the top this season really significant is
that he did it with astvle of plav that is

quite opposite that which has domi-
nated the modern pro game. He is the
most successful living disciple of the
Charlie Brumfield school of control
racquetball. The foundations of his

game are high-percentage shot selec- |

tion, consistent execulion, and intense
concentration. In addition. this season

he showed a new aggressive dimen- |

sion in his game which accounted for
much of his success against the power-
ful stvles of Hogan, Peck and Harnett.
His game-plan is simple; exerl as
much pressure as possible by plaving
solid. error-free racquetball, and then
take quick advantage of the errors that
pressure produces from your
opponent.

The spectre of Mike Yellen in con-
trol of the number one ranking has to
be somewhat sobering for the handful
of otherplayers who possess the talent
to reach the top. Nearly everyone
agrees that Yellen's accomplishment
is no fluke—it is the result of an
unimaginable amount of work and
experience. He is now the best living
racqueltball plaver, and to those who
know Mike it isobvious heisnot going
to let that distinction slip away with-
out a very determined fight,







1983

Player of the Year

Lynn Adams

his was unguestionably the

| most difficult choice of all this
year's awards, not because

| Lynn Adams didn't have agood season
but because Heather McKay also had
such an outstanding year. Together,
these two champions so totallv domi-
| nated women's racquetball that only
one tournament in which they partici-
pated was won by any other player.
They each ended the season with six
tournament wins. McKay finished the
season with the number one ranking,
but Adams won the WPRA Nationals.
The selection of Lynn Adams as the
recipient of this year's award was
based primarilyonherlate season per-
formance. Heather McKay should
know, however, that the choice was
about as close as it could possibly be.
The 1982-83 season was really the
second yearina row that Lynn Adams
has been at the top of her sport. And
though she did not dominate the game
as strongly this year as last, that fact
was probably due more to McKay's
determination thanany problems with
Adams' game itself. Nevertheless.

e e e

Lynn demonstrated again this vear
that when sheis playing well sheisthe
best—she held a head-to-head advan-
tage of 4-3 over McKay at year's end.

Her season might have been even
stronger had it not been for early sea-
son distractions caused by her prepa-
rations for ABC's Superstars

Competition. After missing a couple of
tournaments she seemed to have trou-
ble getting back on track, losing twice
to Vicki Panzeri. But her season began
to improve in San Francisco where she
won on front wall glass, and repeated
three weeks later in Seattle. She
capped her season by defeating
Heather McKay in the finals of the
WPRA National Championships in
Chicago, where she also teamed with
Terri Gilreath to claim the WPRA
National Doubles Championships.

The Ektelon Championships
remained her Waterloo. She was elimi-
nated in the quarterfinals of the Ana-
heim tournament, the only major title
she has never won. That's all right
Lynn; Bjorn Borg never wan the U.S.
Open.

Lynn Adams is a worthy and popu-

‘lar champion for women's profes-

sional racquetball. She shows good
sportsmanship and seems universally
liked by her peers. She has raised
women's racquetball to a new high,
and it seems she still has resources to |
tap. |
|




1983

Most Improved Player

Gregg Peck

regg Peck was chosen as this
‘ year's Most Improved Player
not because he simply got bet-
ter. Alot of players did that, and Gregg
himself has shown substantial
improvement in virtually every one of
his three vears as a professional. But
1983 marked the emergence of Gregg
Peck as a major force in professional
racquetball. He strongly influenced
the outcome of nearly every major
event in which he participated. More
importantly, he made great strides in
two important areas of the game
which many talented players are
never able to conquer: maturity, and
mental toughness. He has been largely
overlooked in professional racquet-
ball, partly because of the success of
his older brother Dave, and partly
because his game-style is less spectac-
ular than some. This year he served
notice he will not be overlooked any
longer.
Gregg had little difficulty this sea-
son with anyone but the top three
players. His domination of Bret Har-

nett, which extends back te his victory
over Bret in the Junior Nationals,
became apparent in Toronto and Chi-
cago. His best victory of the year was
his upset of Mike Yellen on his home
turf in Austin, Texas. Overall, his well
rounded but aggressive game proved

formidable to nearly everyone he
faced.

As one would expect, Gregg's game
bears tesemblences to that of his
brother Dave, to whom he attributes
most of his expertise. But there are
now signs thatincertainareas Gregg's
abilities may someday surpass those
of his immensely talented older
brother. Many believe he is quicker—
he is one of the best retrievers (and
divers) in the game. More importantly,
he seems to be mentally steadier and
far less volatile than Dave, and there-
fore seems to be immune to the legend-
ary Peck temperament problems.

Gregg Peck’s rise in the pro racquet-
ball ranks is also good news for the
sport in general. He is a world-class
sportsman, and has earned a long-
standing reputation for being one of
the best liked and most pleasant young
men on the tour. As one pro said
recently, "Anyone who doesn’t like
Gregg has a real problem.” He has a
great future in a sport that is lucky to
have him.




1983

Most Improved Player

Jennifer Harding.

Vicki Panzeri

here was little question in any- |
I one's mind this year which

player deserved the 1983 Most
Improved Women's Player Award.
Vicki Panzeri, of Seattle, Washington,
brought her year-end ranking up five
notches and became a real force among
the top women professional players.
She defeated Lynn Adams in consecu-
tive tournaments, and won her first
major title in Tucson, in February. In
addition to her win she had one sec-
ond, three quarterfinals, and a strong

semifinal showing at the WPRA |

Nationals in Chicago. Her list of
defeated opponents over the course of
the year looks like a "who's who" of
women's pro racquetball: Lynn
Adams, Shannon Wright, Laura Mar-
tino, Terri Gilreath, Marci Greer, and

Vicki is finally beginning to realize
her tremendous potential after years
of fightingitoutinthe lower ranks and

in regional tournaments throughout |

the Northwest. She has all the tools
necessary to reach the top: speed.
power. control, and experience. And
she is now gaining the confidence that
comes only with beating the top
plavers.

In addition to being named the Mosl
Improved Women's Player by Interna-
tional Racquetball Magazine, Vicki
was recently awarded the same title

| by her peers when she received the
. AMF Voit Most Improved Player

Award, which is presented annually
by the WPRA.

Our contratulations go to Vicki ona
truly fine year and our wishes for a
even better 1983-84 season.
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Ray Navarro takes the National Juniors crown in New York.

| Rav Navarro, of El Paso, Texas. won
the 18and-under division of the U.S.
National Junior Racquetball Cham-
pionships which were held june 21-26 at
the All Sport Racquetball and Fitness
Club in Fishkill. New York. Navarro,
who is a student of top ranked men's
professional Dave Peck, defeated Andy
Roberts of Tennessee in the final, 15-7,
15-10. In the girls 18-and-under division
Trina Rasmussen of Jacksonville.
Oregon, defeated Beckv Rush of Sher-
wood Arkansas, 15-9, 12.15, 15-8 for the
title, The Junior Nationals, sponsored
by the DP Leach and Penn Athletic Prod-
ucts Company, was held over a five-day
period and crowned 22 new National
Champions in both singles and doubles.
By winning the event, both Navarro
and Rasmussen became automatic qual-
| ifiers for the U.S. National Team and
| will compete for the United Statesin the
Central American Games this October.
The title of National Junior Champion 1s
also considered by many to be one of the
most prestigious titles in racquethall.
and isoften the precursor of a successful
professional career. Past Junior Cham-
pions include Gregg Peck. Doug Cohen,
| Scott Hawkins, Gerrv Price and John
Egerman.
This year over 380 entrants vied for
the 22 coveted titles.

TOURNAMENT RESULTS

Boys, 18 and under - Ray Navarro def Andy
Roberts, 15-7. 15-10; Peter Chardavoyne
def Chuck Teets for 3rd

Girls, 18 and under - Trina Rasmussen def.
Becky Rush. 15-8, 12-15, 15-8: Marci
Drexler def Mo Nard for 3rd

Boys, 16 and under - Cliff Swain def Mike
Lowe, 15-10. 15-@ Chris Cole def David
Garcia for 3rd

| Girls, 16 and under - Michelle Morrow def
Dorothy Vali, 15-4. 15-1 Lisa Anthony def.
| Shelly Lee for 3rd.

Boys, 14 and under - David Simonetie def
Todd Kohout. 15-12, 15-13; James Lorello
def Oscar Gonzalez. 15-10. 15-11 for 3rd.

Girls, 14 and under - Eiaine Mardas def
Chrnistine Upson, 15-13. 15-10: Robin Levine
def Janet Burke for 3rd.

Boys, 12 and under - Nolan Giantz def John
Gilooly. 15-6. 15-8; Duane LeGill def Brian
Jorgenson 15-5, 15-5 for 3rd,

Girls, 12 and under - Kimberly Pinola def
Stephanie Pinola, forfeit; Heather Adler
defeated Alma Fuentes for 3rd

Boys, 10 and under - John Ellis def Ariel
Labra, 14-15, 15-1, 15-4; Chris Conte def
Ivan Labra, 0-15. 15-8, 17-15 for 3rd.

Girls, 10 and under - Erica Whilhite def
Angie Pellegrino. 15-3. 15-9. Debbie
Stapleton def Candice Conway, 15-14, 15-8,
for 3rd

Boys, 8 and under - Suds Monchick def
Craig Szyz, 11-5. 11-6; Jon Xynidis def
Kulien Dickinson, 11-8. 11-2 for 3rd

Girls, 8 and under - Kelli fisher def Jill
Butler, 11-8, 11-1, Hayden May def Eileen
Long for 3rd.

DOUBLES

Boys, 18 and under - Klein/Montalbano def
Ganim/Leone; Chardavoyne/Rubin def
Negrete/Brechon for 3rd.

Girls, 18 and under - Nard/Drexler def
Calderon/Friedman: Ginsberb/Winter def
Johnson/Rush for 3rd

Girls, 16 and under - Morrow/Pulis def
Healy 'Pfau. Anthony/Gilbertie def
Terracino Kuchenreuther for 3rd.

Boys, 14 and under - Doyle/Kohout def
Simonette ' Uazzaro Gonzalez/Lorello def
Hangas/Pekcvich for 3rd

Girls, 14 and under - Mardas Levine def
Wyble/Russier: Afford Afford def Anthony/
Kamyck for 3rd

Boys, 12 and under - Glantz/LeGII! def
Locker/Nelson: Gilooly 'Delaney def
Ellis/Russell for 3rd.

Girls, 12 and under - Pincla Pinola def

Adler/Doyle! Gillman'Reid;/ def Stapleton/ |
| Stapleton for 3rd

Boys, 10 and under - Daly/Hogan def
Conte/Meyer: Xynidis/Grelecki def
Fisher/Jeffrey for 3rd

CONSOLATIONS: Boys, 18 - Jim Jeffers;
Boys, 16 - Tab Chapa. Boys, 14 - Jon
Gilman: Boys, 12 - Bart Turner; Boys, 10 -
Derek Locker: Boys. 8 - Matt Lavoie.

Girls. 18- Corinna Percival: Girls, 16 - Carrie
Healy: Girls 14 - Kim Russell; Girls, 12 - Pam
Afford; Girls, 10 - Sarah Nesbitt;, Girls, 8 -
Dana Crawford

Ray Navarro
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Jennifer Harding

A Candid Interview with WPRAs New President

Jennifer Harding, of Milwaukie,
Oregon, was recently installed as the third
president of the Women's Professional
Racquetball Association. She is, herself, a
highly accomplished professional player,
currently ranked #10 in the world by the
WPRA. She is a two-time National Dou-
bles Champion, was a runner-up for the
Nationals Singles Championships in
1978, and has two major tour event titles
to her credit.

In addition to her responsibilities as a
playing professional and as president of
the WPRA, Jennifer is part owner of the
East Side Athletic Club in Milwaukie,
Oregon. Jennifer is one of the most visible
and best liked women professional players
of all time,

Could you give us a little of your
own background in racquetball?

| started playing along time ago for
exercise. In college I was in liberal arts
and my time was really limited so I
started playing paddleball. It was a good
sport for getting a good workout in a
short period of time. By the time Igradu-
ated there was no such thing as
paddleball—people were playing with
strung racquets. We just kept plaving
for fun, and played in a few tourna-
ments here and there. There was no pro
racquetball then, of course. We just
really played for fun. Who would have
ever dreamed that there would be a pro
tour one day and that I would end up

I8

making my living at it?

I played in the first amateur Nationals
and did fairly well. Ektelon picked me up
shortly after that and I've been with
them ever since. That's been 10 years
ago now.

Why are there separate men’s and
women's professional tours?
Weren’t the two together at one
time?

Yes, in the early years we were with
the men. Then, over the years we just
grew and grew and we just got toa point
where it was time to part ways. [t was
not really anything against the men. We
just thought we could showcase more
men and women in more cities if we
were separate.

Also, when we were with the men we
didn't feel that we were getting a chance
to show off the women's game. We
always seemed to have the worst play-
ing times, and everv time more money
came in it went to the men's side. And
there we were trying to tell the younger
girls that they would be able to make
money, or at least that they would be
able to make expenses on the tour. We
never really said anyone would be able
to make a great living,

So we decided at a national tourna-
ment in Chicago that we were going to
have to take a chance (and separate),
and we sat out for six months while we
looked for a viable way to get our own

' tour going. The hard part was when we

decided to do that we were still unsure
whether anyone would pay to see just
the women. That was a real question.

Can we assume that vou're here
now to tell us that time has shown
that people do want to see the
women play?

Yes, and it's really rewarding for me
to see it because I've been in this since
its infancy. This is the second year in a
row that we have our entire tour
announced by the end of July. This
year's tour is 14 stops and about
$175,000 in total prize money. The
schedule is really strong. We alsc havea
couple more potential stops that are still
in negotiation.

But the whole women's professional
racquetball thing was viable for only
one reason, and that's because all the
women agreed to stick togehter. We
didn't have a Martv Hogan who said
“Hey, I'm not going to go along with
you,”" or a Charlie Drake who wanted to
control evervthing. The only reason
we're where we are now is because we
all stuck together,

Are most of the women still upset
at the men for the problems that
took place three or four years ago,
or is there a desire to get the tours
back together?

We're all kind of upset that we've



been second rate to the men. but we
know that the menare just asimportant
as we are. We know they hit the ball
harder and they're faster. That's why
there's a difference. But we think people
also want to see us play. We all love that
Ektelon tournament and think it's
important to have the men and women
together at times. They do it in tennis.
Yet I do think the idea of getting more of

| us out to more cities is important also. |

think the idea of having some tourna-
ments together and some separate is a
good one.

What's the current relationship
between the WPRA and IMG
(International Management
Group). They have handled your
tour for the last couple of vears,
haven’t they?

Yes. We just signed our new three
year contract with IMG this week, and
we're verv excited about it. In that con-
fract is a new one-year promotional
package that we haven't had before. A
little while back Lvnn (Adams) and I
were talking and we both agreed that
the promotional effort was the area we
had all neglected the most. So this vear
we have allotted money out of our asso-
ciation that will go to IMG for the pur-
pose of promotion. Now IMG will not
onlv be handling our merchandising and
site contracts, but they will be acting as
our PR firm also. And, sure. we'll be
paving for it, but we feel everything
IMG does is done first class. It's been a
good relabonship. You know. thev took
us on when no one else would.

Who are the other sponsors for the
women's tour?

Besides just finalizing the IMG con- |

tract, which includes the PR package. it
looks like AMF Voit will go with us for
another two vears. We haven't signed
that contract vet but it looks like we
will. We're very happy to have that asso-
ciation. Also, we've just finalized Kan-
garoo shoes as the official shoe, which is
an excellent product deal for the
members.

Are there going to be any changes

- in the WPRA tour this year?

We've done a couple of real exciting

things this summer for next vear. We're

trving to put some things together for
the plavers at the grass roots level. How
i1s a girl going to have aspirations to
become a professional racquetball
player? It's tough tostart out on the tour
if you don't have a sponsor, because

. many of the vounger. lower ranked play-

! ers can't

make enough to make
expenses, Three vears ago a lot of girls
lost sponsors due 10 companies either
going out of husiness or just cutting

1

I think whether it's us or the men it always
goes back to the same theme: are you
doing it for yourself or for the betterment of
professional racquetball? ... you have to
establish policies based on what is best for

the game.

back on expenses. That even included |

my own sponsor, Ektelon. So we looked
at the situation and realized, "“Hey,
we've got to do some things to help some
people.” One thing we've done is to re-
structure the prize money at the tourna-
ments. Lvnn (Adams) and the other top
players have been extremely supportive,
alwayvs in the past. of restructuring our
prize monev—we don't put all our
money at the top like the men do. We
want the top 16 or the top 32 players at
all the events so we've spread out the
monev so more girls can go. If a girl can
get to the 16's she can make back a good
part of her expenses.

Also, since we have heen fortunate
enough to accumulate some monev in
our association, we're going to use some
of that money to run women's pro dou-
bles events at all of the tournamenmts
this vear. We tried it a couple of times
last vear and it reallv worked out great.
It gives people more matches to watch,
and it gives the girls who lose early in

the singles a chance to make a little ————

more money. Some of girls are really
good doubles players, but thev get ner-
vous when they play singles. Most
importantly, though, the doubles div-
ision will encourage the girls to stay
around the tournaments longer, which
the tournament directors reallv like.
Then, at our Alaska board meetingin
July we decided to allot $200 to any tour-
nament that would agree to run a
women's open amateur division along
with the pro event. The girl that wins
that open division will get a $200 credit

~ from the WPRA that can be used toward

her expenses to the Nationals. So we're
putting up $200 times 14 events out of
the association money to encourage
those people at the grass roots level—we
want to give those girls a reason to play.

Another thing I should mention is
that we have now signed, or will soon
sign. a three vear contract with the club
in Ft. Worth for our Nationals. That's
exciting because we'll finaily know well
ahead of time where and when the
Nationals will be held. Everv vear now
we will have a women's pro singles
champion. two women's pro doubles

champions, and an amateur champion. |

Those will all be determined the the Ft,
Worth Nationals.

You've made a change in your ‘
ranking system for the coming sea-
son, haven't you?

Yes, we just put a little more empha-
sisonour tournaments that are between
$6.000 and $10,000. We wanted, origi-
nally, to put most of the emphasison the
$10,000 plus stops, but since about half
of our stops are in the lower bracket we
decided we needed to give the lower
money tournaments a little more
weight. We just decided it wasn't fair to
make the rankings so heavily weighted
on five tournaments when we were
really playing 12 to 14, We've been fid-
dling with this system now for a few
vears and it seems to be working really
well. We made this one minor change
this vear but other than that it seems to
be real fair. It has to be, because a lot of
the girls really keep track.

We also voted this year to retain the
scoring system we started using last
vear.
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we know that we'd better make decisions
that are best for the sponsors, and we'd
better make decisions that make owners
happy, or we aren’t going to be invited
back and nobody’s going to come up with

the prize money.

established.

We have a board meeting and a gen-
eral meeting at each tournament. The
board meets on Wednesday and then we
have the general meeting the following
day where the board reports to the gen-
eral body. The board itself is elected
once a year. The President and Vice-
President have one-year terms, the oth-
ers have two-year terms. Then we have
a number of committees that report
directly to the board. It is the board that
basically votes on all the specific issues.
Usually they will take each issue before
| the body to try to get some feedback
before voting but basically the boeard
controls everything.

When the board is elected, all
members of the WPRA get to vote,
Those elections take place each year at

How are the policies of the WPRA | our Nationals. The tournament prior to

that we take nominations. and then take
them again just prior to voting,

As youmay be aware, there is quite
a bit of discussion right nowamong
the men as to who should be
allowed to vote in the association.
Many of the men seem to feel that
only players who have achieved a
certain ranking should have that
privilege. Has the WPRA ever
encountered any problems by
allowing all members voting
rights?

No, not at ail. You have to give the
voting rights to everybody—that's the
only way you can be democratic. I think
whether it's usor the men it always goes

back to the same theme: are you doing it

- men they had better be thinking about

B

. are unable to make enough on the

. In our sight contracts with the owners

for yourself or for the betterment of pro-
fessional racquetball? In the case of the

the betterment of the sport because
they've already shown that Marty
Hogan, or any other single player, is not
the whole men's tour anymore, It's
always been our feeling that you have to
establish policies based on what is best
for the game.

I've sat in some of our own meetings
that were pretty heated talking about
this. And I have to say that Lynn
(Adams) and Heather (McKay) have just
been so gracious and understanding. It's
probably because we've all been through
the hassles together. We know that we'd
better make decisions that are best for
the sponsors, and we'd better make deci-
sions that make owners happy, or we
aren't going to be invited back, and
nobody's going to come up with the prize
money.

So we're happy to have everyone vote.
In fact, we almost established a policy at
one time that said we had to have a
certain number of low ranking players
on the important committees because
we want their input. If you just let the
top players control it you just have a real
ego problem—but you can't just let the
bottom players control it either. We've
been very careful about this. We want
those lower ranking girls on our com-
mittees. And there are sacrifices for all
of us; sometimes you have to attend a
board meeting two hours before an
important match and it's tough, but we
all do it.

How do most of the women profes-
sional players make a living if they

tour?

I'd say that most of the women hold
down jobs. Therefore some don't get to
come to all of the stops just because they
can't get off work. We've also stipulated

that they must provide housing for our
women. Most of the tournaments really
like it. They not only house them, they |
usually feed them and provide transpor-
tation. And then the tournament usu-
ally puts on a banquet for all of us. So
really the onlv expense the girls have is
getting to the event.

Some girls do have sponsors. Some
have clubs that help payv their way. Most
of the girls are lucky if they're breaking
even but thev really believe in what
we're doing, The whole thing seems to
ur arritude. Our ranks are
ht now we have about a
nhers and by the end of this |
rwe re coing to have three hundred,

W1L [

_ il




A Player By Player Review of the Top
10 Men and Women Pros for 1982-83

and women players in profes-

sional racquetball for 1983. The
men’'s rankings are from Interna-
tional Racquetball's Computer Rank-
ings and the women'’s are from the
WPRA's official list.

The 1982-83 season saw a strong
power shift at the very top of men’s
professional racquetball with Mike
Yellen's emergence as the new
National Champion, and a definite
widening of the overall power base.
Where there used to be two or three

H ere they are—the ten best men

players who controlled every tour-
nament, there are now five. The sea- |

son may also be remembered as the
end of an era that was dominated by
pure power players. Mike Yellen and
Gregg Peck made the biggest strides,
and they are both well-rounded, per-

centage players, who at times use
powerful strokes. In terms of game-
style, the name of the game now
seems to be "balance.” Three new
players enter the list this year: Ruben
Gonzalez, Gerry Price, and Steve
Lerner.

In women's professional racquet-
ball, the dominant duo of Heather
McKay and Lynn Adams continued to
pull away from the rest of the pack.
Here too, the importance of power in
the game seems to be diminishing.
and the high-percentage game has
become stylish once again. Unlike
the men’s list, the women's top 10 is
essentially a reshuffling of the

. game's top players—only Janell

Marriott was not ranked in the top 10
last year.

The 1982-83 pro racquetball season l
will always be remembered for Mike
Yellen's late-season charge that pro-

Continued on Page 24
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duced four consecutive victories, three
national titles, and earned him the
honor of National Champion. Already
the game's premier control player, Mike
added a new dimension of agressiveness
to his game which, when combined with

his already flawless control game, made |

him virtually invincible during the lat-
| ter part of the season. He won everv
final in which he appeared, and defeated
Hogan four of the five times they met,

It could prove very difficult for anyone
to move Yellen out of the number one
position next season. His game is the
most consistent and error-free in rac-
quetball, and he has no serious wea-
knesses. Most importantly, he is one of
the game’s most experienced and men-
tally toughest players. Heisonly 23, and
his is still improving. Mike Yellen could
remain on top for a very long time,

1 - MIKE YELLEN
1982 ranking: 5

Age: 23
Home-town:  Southfield, Michigan
Sponsor: Ektelon

Season finishes:

Westminster - Quarterfinals

Burnsville - Semifinals
CBC - Semifinals |
New Haven - WIN

Hawali - Semifinals
Beaverton - Semifinals
Cheyenne - Quartertinals
Austin - Quarterfinals
Toronto - WIN
Anaheim - WIN
Chicago - WIN

Atlanta -

WIN ‘
[
!

2-Marty Hogan

The 1982-83 season marked the
second consecutive year Marty Hogan
was edged out of the number one posi- |

tion at the last moment. Looking at his
record for the season it is amazing he
ended up number two. The only player
he did not consistently beat was Mike
Yellen, to whom he lost four times. His
power game remains the most devastat-

ing in racquetball, but this year his

errors and his inability to win long ral-
lies proved fatal.

It is difficult to watch Marty Hogan
play and not get the impression that the
only enemy he has is himself. He seems,
at times, unable to generate the killer
instinct that once characterized his
game, and that is so crucial to his game-
stvle—without it he is just another
player. His greatest weakness is his
vulnerability to pressure. Contrary to
popular belief, Marty Hogan has never
performed well under real pressure, and
Mike Yellen is exerting the greatest
pressure Hogan has had to face in many
vears.

It may be that five years as National
Champion have taken their toll. Hope-
fully, his new endeavors with market-
ing his own racquet line will renew the
spark that seems to have gone. If it does,
Marty Hogan's 1983-84 season could be
a great one. He remains the most enter-
taining player alive. And, he still pos-
sesses the skill to be the best.

2 - MARTY HOGAN
1982 ranking: 2

Age: 25

Home-town: St Louis, Missouri
Residence: San Diego, California
Sponsors: DP Leach, Catalina,

Nike
Season finishes:

Westminster - Win
Burnsville - 2nd
CBC - WIN
New Haven - 2nd
Hawaii - Semifinals
Beaverton - WIN
Austin - WIN
Toronto - Semifinals
Anaheim - Semifinals
Chicago - Semifinals
Atlanta - 2nd

3-Dave Peck

Dave Peck was the biggest casualty of

the 1982-83 season. He finished outside |

the top two for the first time in four
vears. He was beaten not by any other
player, but by the pressure of being
number one. That pressure trans-
formed him from a consistent, enter-
taining, high-level player into a streaky,
near-paranoid, on-court terror—

racquetball’s version of Ille Nastase. His
confrontations with referees reached

classic levels, culminating in his
astounding first-round disqualification
at the Catalina Nationals in Chicago.
Yet, despite his mental troubles, his
innate talent produced a surprising
number of high finishes. Excluding the
Chicago incident, he was the only player
who did not lose to anyone outside of the
top four.

Dave Peck was the first player in six
years to dethrone Marty Hogan, an
accomplishment that has gone largely
unnoticed, but one that will be right-
fully acknowledged as a landmark in
years to come. Peck is an immensely
talented young man. He is also the most
driven and passionate of all professional
players. His greatest asset is his love of
the game—his greatest challenge is to
maintain that feeling; when it disap-
pears, so does his ability to win.

With last season behind him, and
with the pressure of pending contracts
over, Dave Peck has reason to be optim-
istic about the coming season. His
injury in Atlanta, from which he is rec-
overing well but which at one time
nearly led to the amputation of his lower
leg, may well have provided the perspec-
tive he needs to recapture the national
championship.

3 - DAVE PECK

1982 ranking: 1

Age: 26
Home-town:  El Paso, Texas
Sponsors: Ektelon, Nike
Season finishes:
Westminster - 2nd
Burnsville - Win

CBC - 2nd
Pleasanton - 2nd

Hawaii - 2nd
Beaverton - Semifinals
Austin - 2nd

Toronto - 2nd

Anaheim - Semifinals
Chicago - Round of 32
Atlanta - Semifinals
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5-Gregg Peck

It was a vear of ups and downs for
Bret Harnett—he had a slow beginning
and ending but for a while in the middle
he looked like the new number one. If
nothing else, he proved that when his
game is on he's nearly unbeatable. His
successive victories in Pleasanton and
Hawaii, where he beat Dave Peck and
then Hogan and Peck respectivelv,

marked the current high point of his |

young career,

But Harnett seems to be falling prev
to the same weaknesses that afflict
Marty Hogan. the man after whom he
has patterned his game. He has prob-
lems in the early rounds, as witnessed
by his two first round losses. More
importantly, his all-out power game
leaves him vulnerable to players who
are consistent and steady. His first
round losses were to Strandemo and
Wagner, both highly experienced per-
centage players. His biggest stumbling
block was Gregg Peck, to whom he lost
in the quarterfinals of both Toronto and
Chicago.

There seems little question that with
the added experience and maturity of a
couple of years Bret Harnett will soon be
putting real pressure on the top three.
He may be the most naturally talented
player in professional racquetball. and if
he doesn't let that fact get the best of
him he will probably somedav be the
national champion.

4 - BRETT HARNETT

1982 ranking: 4

Age 19
Home-town Las Vegas. Nevada
Sponsor. DP Leach
Season finishes:
Westminster - Semifinals
Burnsville - Round of 16
CBC - Semifinals
New Haven - Cuarterfinals
Pleasanton -  WIN

Hawaii - WIN
Beaverton - end

Austin - Semitinals
Toronto - Cuarterfinals

1

The 1982-83 season was Gregg Peck's
third as a professional, and was by far
his best. After a slow start he continued
the pattern that has characterized his
career—steady, consistent progress.
Already a verv experienced player at 19,
Peck's game has evolved into one of the
best all-around games on the tour; he
has power, control, and he is not prone
to making errors. His victories this year
included an exciting upset of Mike
Yellen in Austin and two wins over Bret
Harnett. His biggest challenge, it seems,
is his older brother, Dave Peck. The two
faced each other four times this year and
Gregg was unable to win any of the four.

Any competent observer of the game
would have to conclude that much of the
future of professional racquetball will
be written by Gregg Peck. His record of
progress 1s typical of the growth patt-
erns that have produced champions in
the past. He is physically tough. There
are no serious flaws in his game. Most
importantly, he seems blessed with a
mental toughness that is not unlike that
of Mike Yellen. Barring serious injury,
Gregg should achieve his first major
tournament victory this season.

5 - GREGG PECK

1982 ranking:
Age.
Home-town:
Residence:
Sponsor:

10

19

El Paso, Texas
Austin, Texas
DP Leach

Season finishes:

Westminster -
Burnsville -
New Haven -
Hawaii -
Beaverton -
Austin -
Toronto -
Anaheim -
Chicago -
Atlanta -

Quarterfinals
Round of 16
Quarterfinals
Quarterfinais
Quarterfinals
Semifinals

Semifinals

Quarterfinals
Semifinals

Quarterfinals

The rise of Ruben Gonzalez was the
Cinderella story of 1982-83. As a non-
Catalina contract player, he was
allowed to play in only two Catalina
events—New Haven and Chicago.
Unseeded in both tournaments, he
earned a semifinal in New Haven and an
astonishing 2nd at the Catalina Nation-
als in Chicago. No professional player
has ever played his rookie year at 32and
survived. But Gonzalez is unusually tal-
ented, and is in tremendous physical
shape. Hisretrieving ability isas good as
any tour player, and his intensity is
overwhelming. He has the tools to rise
even higher than number 6.

But, like any rookie, Ruben’s future in
uncertain. The pro game has never been
kind to inexperienced players, and Gon-
zalez lacks pro-tournament experience,
With the onslaught of young talented
players ready toenter the open tour next
season, Ruben may find his high rank-
ing difficult to keep.

6 - RUBEN GONZALEZ

1982 ranking: none
Age: 32
Home-town: Staten Island, New York
Sponsor: Ektelon
Season finishes.
New Haven - Semifinals
Toronto - Round of 16
' Anaheim - Quarterfinals
Chicago - 2nd
Atlanta - Round of 16

7Jerry Hilecher

This year marks the first time in
memory that Jerry Hilecher has not fin-
ished the year in the top five. Indeed, his
1981-82 season was one of his best ever,
winning two events and finishing third
overall. Jerrydid not seem quite as sharp
this season—some of the edge seems
gone from his game. Whether it's his
age, or just that everyone is passing him
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by remains to be seen. Nevertheless, he
remains a formidable competitor that
few players take lightly, As one of the
tour’s last surviving “first generation"
players, he has an unimaginable
amount of experience. Though he may
never get back into the top four, he
should be able to maintain a ranking in
the top ten for at least two more years
and possibly more.

‘ 7 - JERRY HILECHER
| 1982 ranking: 3

Age: 29

Home-town: St. Louis, Missouri
Residence:; Encinitas, California
Sponsor: Independent

Season finishes:

| Westminster - Semifinals
Burnsville - Quarterfinals
Hawaii - Quarterfinals
Beaverton - Round of 16
Cheyenne - Semifinals
Austin - Quarterfinals
Toronto - Quarterfinals
Anaheim - Round of 16
Chicago - Quarterfinals
Atlanta - Quarterfinals

- 8Gerry Price

Of all the young players poised to
enter the pro tour full-time next season,
| Gerry Price is by far the most promis-
ing. As a non-Catalina player, he demon-
strated his ability to beat all but the top

| playersin theevents hewasabletoplay.
| His plaving level was high enough in

26

Cheyenne to beat Ben Koltun. Doug
Cohen, Mike Yellen, and Rich Wagner.
In other events he also downed Ruben
Gonzalez. John Egerman, Jerry
Hilecher, Craig McCoy and Don
Thomas.

His game-stvle is extremely well
rounded and he is one of the most accu-
rate shooters around. He is also surpris-
ingly experienced for a voung
player—he holds three national junior
titles and was the National Open Cham-
pion in 1982. His only weakness seems
to be some inconsistency against the top
plavers, particularly against power
players like Harnett. Few plavers, how-
ever, have come to the pro tour with his
promise. Stated simply, Gerry Price is
going to be a great player.

8 - GERRY PRICE

1982 ranking: 17

Age: 19
Home-town: Castro Valley. California
Sponsor: Ektelon
Season finishes:

Pleasanton - Semifinals
Beaverton - Quarterfinals
Cheyenne - WIN
Toronto - Quarterfinals
Anaheim - Round of 16
Chicago - Round of 16
Atlanta - Quarterfinals

9-Steve Lerner

Steve Lerner is another of the bright
young stars poised to enter the pro
game. As one of the top playersin South-

ern California. most of Lerner's expe- |

rience has come from small,
independent tournaments. But he
proved an ahility to beat a number of
high level players when he was allowed
to compete in the major events: Craig
McCoy, Ed Andrews, Scott Hawkins,
Ben Koltun. He also very nearlv beat
Ruben Gonzalez in their quarterfinal
match in Chicago.

With the small but powerful huild
that typifies manv of racquethall’s hes

. knee-brace on

players, Lerner needs only a year or two
of valuable experience to rise higher
than number nine. Look for some high
finishes this season.

9 - STEVE LERNER

1982 ranking: none

Age: 19

Home-town:  Santa Barbara, California
Sponsor: Eketelon

Season finishes:

Westminster - Round of 16
Stockton - WIN
Pleasanton -  Semifinals
Cheyenne - Quarterfinals
Anaheim - Round of 16
Chicago - Quarterfinals
Atlanta - Round of 18

10-Rich Wagner

= .

Rich Wagner had vour basic roller-
coaster vear in 1982-83. His finishes

“ranged from a first round defeat in
~ Attanta to his spectacular final finish

before a national television at the
Ektelon Championships in Anaheim.
Rich is one of the game's most expe-
rienced plavers. but is beginning to feel
some of the frailty that comes with
advancing age. Although his is hardly
over-the-hill at 27. he recently expe-
rienced two serious injuries, and in fact
plaved the entire season with a large
his left leg.

Rich will maost likelv find it difficult to
stav in the top ren next season. Expect a
few good finishes. but most of the fire
fand some of the body) is gone. And
that's 100 bad—Rich has turned into a
fine sportsman and a pleasant man.
Unfortuna . he seems to be showing
¢ again. that maturity is often

=nell of the competitive fire.

10 - RICH WAGNER

27

Patterson, New Jersey
San Diego. California
DP Leach

Continned on Page

28




TACKI-MAC

THE GRIP THAT HOLDS O
WHEN THE GADAETAKES OFF

COME TO GRIPS WITH TACKI-MAC.

Tacki-Mac grips are made exclusively of Kraton! an zmaz
“tacky'" material that feels like it grips back. Ther

chance of the racquet slipping, sliding, or twisting out of grips the racquet nandle to prevent twisting. So now with the

hand—even without a glove. Tzck:-Mac grip a player can power the ball like never before
and with full control.

The Tacki-Mac grip’s one piece design makaes regripping
aucker and easier. Just slip it on. Its tacky inside surface

But there is more to a Tacki-Mac grip. It totally resisis mo st
And can be wiped dry with a towel during a game, or
with soap and water between uses. This unique, color-fas:
texture never rubs off, cracks or changes in any way.

To get your hands on the newest sensation in racquetball
arips, check with your pro shop.

Tacki-Mac Grips, Inc. Ezst. 15 Curtis Rd,, Saunderstown, R1 02874, (401! 285-0291 West. 21500 Osborne St., Canoga Park, CA 91304, (213) 341-9661
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: ; Melbourne - 2nd
Westminster - Quarterfinals Ft Worth - WIN e < B
New Haven - Quarterfinals Bén s WIN
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Austin - Round of 16 Chicano~ ond
Anaheim - 2nd g
Chicago - Round of 18
Atlanta - Round of 32 . Lyn n Adams

WOMEN

1-Heather McKay
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The 1982-83 season was a good one for
Heather McKay. Although she did not
dominate all aspects of the women's
game as she has in some past years, she
was arnazingly consistent. She failed to
reach the finals of only one tournament
in which she played. After losing her
number one ranking to Lvnn Adams last
year, Heather is back at the top of the
WPRA rankings.

It would be difficult to overstate
McKay's ability—she probably has
more court knowledge and better rac-
quet control than any living player,
male or female. She plays with consum-
mate professionalism and sportsman-
ship. Certainly her age will begin to bea
factor in the next few years, buy her
performance this season suggests she
may still have a great deal to give the
sport to which she has already contrib-
uted much.

1 - HEATHER MCKAY
1982 ranking: 2

Age: 43
Home-town:  Toronto, Ontario
Sponsor: DP Leach, Nike

Season finishes:

Toronto - WIN
CBC - 2nd
Vancouver - WIN

28

Lynn Adams started the 1982-83 sea-
son strong, weakened in the middle, and
finished strong, winning the WPRA
Nationals in Chicago. She was unable,
though, to consistently finish high
enough to prevent Heather McKay from
pushing her out of the number one posi-
tion. Once again she was thwarted by
the one tournament she has never been
able to win—the Ektelon Champion-
ships in Anaheim.

Adam’s inconsistency, however. was
probably caused by the increased
number of distractions that come with
being on top. When she concentrated
she played confident and superb rac-
quetball. Her biggest challenge now is to
take the early rounds more seriously.
With the WPRA's new scoring system,
even a minor lapse of concentration can
be fatal. Minor adjustments are all that
are necessarv for Lynn to regain the
number one ranking. Expect her to do
just that next season.

2 - LYNN ADAMS
1982 ranking: 1

Age: 26
Home-town: Costa Mesa. California
Sponsor: Ektelon, Nike
Season finishes:

Toronto - 2nd

CBC - WIN
Vancouver - 2nd

Lafayette - WIN
Melbourne - WIN

Ft. Worth - Semifinals
Tucson - Round of 16
Bangor - 2nd

San Francisco -WIN

Seattle - WIN
Anaheim - Quarterfinals
Chicago - WIN

Shannon Wright is becoming some-
thing of an institution in women's pro-
fessional racquetball. She began playing

" professionally in 1975 and assumed the

number one position in 1977, Since that
time she has remained a dominant force
in the game and has the ability and
intensity to beat anyone. Her 1982-83
vear 1s probably best described as “the
best of the rest.” She has simply been
unable to stay with Lynn Adams and
Heather McKay, but has had few prob-
lems with other players. Her single tour-
nament win came in Atlanta, where |
neither Adams nor McKay participated.

Wright's past makes it obvious she
will remain in the top five for quite some
time. But she will probably continue to
lose ground, both to the top two and to
the highly talented younger players that
seem to be everywhere.

1 - SHANNON WRIGHT
1982 ranking: 3

Age. 27
Home-town:  Las Vegas, Nevada
Sponsor: Independent
Season finishes:

CBC - Semifinals
Vancouver - Semifinals
Lafayette - Semifinals
Atlanta - WIN
Melbourne - Sem finals
Ft. Worth - Semitinals
Tucson - 2nd

San Francisco -Semifinals
Anaheim - Quarterfinals
Chicago - Semifinals

4-laura Martino |

wra

Martino brought her ranking
tches in 1982-83, from sixth to ‘
znd 1t appears she is about to

a2 run at the top. She is without |
tion the most talented and promis- |
wung player in women's profes
! racquetball. Her game is well
¢, and, outside of nervousness

=




and inconsistency against the top two,
she has few weaknesses. She i1salso one

| of the best liked players on the tour. Her

biggest accomplishment this season
was her appearance in the finals of the
Ektelon Championships in Anaheim.

A serious betting person would have
to choose Laura as one of the game's
future superstars. At only 22, her game
may not even peak for five years. Expect
to see her first major tournament vic-
tory soon.

4 - LAURA MARTINO
1982 ranking: 6

Age: 22

Home-town:  San Diego, California
Sponsor; Ektelon, Nike
Season finishes:

Toronto - Semifinals

Lafayette - Semifinals

Atlanta - Round of 16

Quebec - 2nd

Ft. Worth - Quarterfinals

Tucson - Semifinals

San Francisco -Round of 16

Seattle - Quarterfinals
Anaheim - 2nd
Chicago - Quarterfinals

5Vicki Panzeri

Vicki Panzeri had the best 1982-83
season of any plaver on the women's
circuit. Her game reached its all time

peak at mid-season when she defeated

Lynn Adams in consecutive tourna- ‘ 6 - TERRI GILREATH

ments and became one of only four play-
ers to win a major event. Vicki plays a
highly consistent game, and has the
ability to generate surprising power
when she needs to. She is also much
more experienced than many seem to
helieve,

As one of the game's most driven com-
petitors, Vicki's future progress is going
to be limited only by her self-confidence.
She has already proven her skill to her
peers, but she does not always seem to
believe in herself. Self confidence is elu-
sive for every human being, but for an
athlete it's crucial.

5 - VICK| PANZERI
1982 ranking: 10

Age: 29

Home-town:  Seattle, Washington
Sponsor: Ektelon

Atlanta - Quarterfinals

Ft. Worth - 2nd

Tucson - WIN

San Francisco -Quarterfinals

Seattle - Quarterfinals
Anaheim - Round of 16
Chicago - Semifinals

6-Terri Gilreath

Terry Gilreath might have finished
the 1982-83 season even higher than
sixth—her ranking. and a very good sea-
son, were hurt by three consecutive
early round defeats at year's end. Prior
to Seattle she had lost to no one outside
the top four. Then she was defeated by
Heather Stupp in Seattle, Janell Marri-
ott in Anaheim, and Jennifer Harding in
Chicago.

Gilreath is another of the highly tal-
ented mid-career women who could well
remain in the top ten, but who are going
to feel the mounting pressure of the
vounger players. If she can regain her
consistency she should be able to main-
tain her number 6 slot, and possibly
even move up. She is capable of winning
her first stop this season.

| event she enters, and should have no

1982 ranking: 7

Age: 25

Home-town: El Toro, California
Sponsor: Independent

Season finishes:

Toronto - Quarterfinals
Vancouver -  Semifinals
Lafayette - Quarterfinals
Atlanta - Semifinals
Melbourne -  Semifinals
Ft. Worth - Round of 16
Tucson - Semifinals
Bangor - Semifinals
San Francisco -2nd

Seattle - Round of 16
Anaheim - Round of 32
Chicago - Round of 16

7-Marci Greer

Interestingly, a number of profes-
sional men players view Marci Greer as
the most naturally gifted female player
in the game. But thus far she has only
been able to realize that potential in
short spurts. This season she dropped
three spots, from fourth to seventh. Yet,
as her record shows, she remains a very
consistent player. Of the ten tourna-
ments in which she participated, she
was eliminated by either Adams or
McKay in five. She is a threat in every

trouble remaining in the top ten next
year.

MARCI| GREER

1982 ranking: 4

Age: 28

Home-town:  San Antonio, Texas
Sponsaor: Head, Nike

Season finishes:

Toronto - Quarterfinals
CBC - Quarterfinals
Layfayette - Quarterfinals
Atlanta - Semifinals

Ft. Worth - Quarterfinals
Tucson - Quarterfinals
Bangor - Round of 16

San Francisco -Semifinals
Seattle - Quarterfinals

Continued on Page 36
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(from Seattle)

Now you can explore more of the real
Alaska for less than you'd ever imagine.
Wien's Alaska Passport allows you to plan
your own itinerary to cover as much
territory as you can within 29 days.
With Wien's Alaska Passport you can
explore scenic Alaska in hundreds of
ways, as well as visit the Emerald
City of Seattle.
For a free Passport brochure on
fares and conditions write to:
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ANCHORAG

ADAMS TAKES MIDNIGHT SUN

‘ hen you think of Alaska you
. ‘)‘; usually think of breathtaking
I scenery, bears, moose, glaciers
and bald eagles. But in mid-July, in the
city of Anchorage, the Alaska Athletic
| Club is host to eight top women pros
who came to compete in the annual Mid-
| night Sun Tournament.
| The Alaska event is a favorite among
the women. The crowds are large and
responsive, the club puts on a great
show, the area is beautiful, and the com-
petition is top-notch, This year the eight
| woman exhibition field consisted of
Lynn Adams, Laura Martino, Vicki Pan-
zeri, Marci Greer, Terri Gilreath, Jen-

nifer Harding, Caryn McKinney, and |

Gail Woods. The format was a round -of-
16 with eight open slots for the local
| Alaskan women to fill. Each of the pros
advanced through the round-of-16 and

into the guarterfinals where Adams

beat Woods, Greer beat Gilreath, Pan-
zeri defeated McKinney, and Martino
ousted Harding. The Martino-Harding
match was su perb Jennifer, who looked
| fast and was in excellent shape, took
| charge of the tiebreaker and shot to a
14-11 lead. She was serving for the
match, but Laura refused to give up.
Martino played smart ball, made crisp
' shots, and pulled the game out 16-14.

The semifinals pitted Martino against
Vicki Panzeri. Laura, who had lost to
Vicki in the previous WPRA stop, came
on the court ready todigdown as deep as
she needed to for the win. The match
was the best of the tournament. The
rallies were intense, the scores were
close, and after a see-saw battle the
match came down to the tie-breaker.
There the girls traded point for point,
with Vicki scoring on precise passes and
offspeed shots, and Laura going for bot-
tom board. It looked as if Panzeri was
going to win again as she took a 13-10
lead, but when the referee made a call
Vicki didn't care for, her outburst
resulted in a technical foul and the loss
of a point. Laura saw the opening and
served four quick points to take the lead
14-12. She ended the match moments
later 15-13.

In the other semifinal, Lynn Adams
was matched against Marci Greer, but
Marci was forced to default because of a
back injury che had suffered in her
match with Terry Gilreath. So what do
vou do when one plaver drops out, but

Woods, and Lynn Adams.

The Alaska fishwomen - Terri Giireath, Caryn

Martino,

McKinney, Laura

Gail

you have a packed house waiting for a
match? Simple, vou play an exhibition
or two. Lynn played two matches
against the men's open division final-
ists. The matches were great fun. Laura
Martino was the guest referee, and
between Lynnand Laura the guys didn't
have a chance. Lynn won both matches.

The finals on Sunday were again
plaved to a full house, and the crowd
was buzzing with excitement. Adams
was playing well, but Martino had gut-
ted out two great matches. Who would
win today? The first game was all
Adams—she took control with a variety
of serves and shots and won 21-11. The
second game was very close and the
Martino fans were vocal. Laura had
Lynn 20-18 and was serving for the
match, but an Adams backhand kill
made it 20-19 and gave Lynn the serve.
She won the game 22-20. The third game
was again one-sided as Martino
appeared drained from the second game,
Adams won the final game 21-20 and
won her eighth tournament of the 1982-
83 season.

The fun wasn’tover yet. Asiscustom-
ary with the Alaska tournament, the
club hosts a great party after the finals.
The food is pure Alaskan, and the
women are treated to fresh salmon and
moose meat. But the best was
come,

At 4:00 AM Mondav morning the
women dressed in their | hi
clothes and packed ..,':' for a three hour

drive to go salmon fishtng. Everyone
was excited and wide awake, even at the
early hour. It rained the entire day, but
were the women daunted? Never.
Instead, they bought fashionable (?)
raingear, and with their skipper, Monty,
at the helm they headed out tosea. Once
they arrived at the designated fishing
spot they saw bald eagles and seals. The
seals would try to steal the fish, and the
eagles waited for handouts. After some
patient teaching on Monty’s part, eve-
ryone got the hang of things and started
catching fish. Gail Woods turned out to
be the fisherman of the group and even
got into beating the fish on the head to
stun them. Evervone caught their limit
and went home with salmon to share
with family and friends.

It was a great tournament. a fun fish-
ing trip, and evervone looks forward to
returning to beautiful Alaska next vear.

THE MIDNIGHT SUN
TOURNAMENT
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA
Quarterfinal Bouna

Lynn Adams def Gall Woods. 3-0: Marci
Greer cef Gilreath 3-0: Vicki Panzeri
gef Caryn McKinney 3-1: Laura Martino
t g. 3-2

TE"

o

Ly Ll
o

default). Martino def




Introducing the Aero. It’s as smart as it looks.

Introducing the Honda Aero” An a
blend of form and function that’s turning
heads wherever it goes.

It's a way of arriving that says you've 4
arrived. It's fashionable without being a fad.
Fun without being frivolous.

And talk about easy to ride. If you
can steer, you're on your way. Both
the Aero” 50 and / 80* 4
completely automatic so there’s
no shifting—and they start with
the push of a button.

odynamic

The Aero is reliable because it's a Honda. Engi-

neered by the people famous for two-wheel innovation.

It's one scooter that really scoots, too. With the
Aero 80, you can even carry a friend on the back! And
thanks to its splashguards, you'll both look as good as

) your » when you arrive.

To find out the name of your

local Honda Aero dealer, just call
800447 It just could be the

smartest call you've ever made.

vility subject g
American Honda




PLAYING TIPS
FROM THE PROS:

Keeping Your Shots
On The Level

by Kyle Kamalu

| Kyle Kamalu isthe teaching professional ‘
at the Canyon Racquet Club in Salt Lake
City, Utah.

If there's one thing | find myself I
repeating over and over to my students
it is “Keep that racquet level.” Dipping
the racquet head below the horizontal |
position can be a serious problem for
the serious player. It can make an other-
wise sound stroke inconsistent, causing
the ball to skip or rise even though
you've made contact low.

The easiest way to understand this
principle is to imagine two types of
baseball pitchers, one who throws over-
hand and the other who throws
sidearm. As the overhand pitcher moves
through his delivery he tends to release
the ball at slightly different points on
each pitch. As a result, his pitches tend
to be high, low, or right on target, but
ususally will not vary much from side to
side.

This same action takes place when a |
racquetball is struck by a racquet head
that is dipped down toward the floor
and “scoops” the ball. Like the over-
hand pitcher, the player who hits with
this type of stroke will usually hit the ball
very straight toward the front wall bt |
will often skip the shot or liftit’so high
that it comes off the back wgﬂ for a set-
up.

The sidearm pitcher hag the same
problem of releasing the ballat slightly
different points in his delivety, but his
pitches tend to stay level and vary aaly
from side to side. On the racquetball
court the accuracy that is achieved by
this type of stroke is much more desir-
able than the overhand type. Even
though the ball may be hit early or lateit
will tend to skip less often and will usu- ¥
ally strike the front wall at the same /
level, regardless of the angle of the shot. .

So remember. drooping your racquet \
head drops the level of your game. Keep '
your game at its best by keeping that
racquet head level!

lllustration by Ted Henninger
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INTRODUCING THE BATA
PLAYOFF. A RACQUETBALL
SHOE SO GREAT, IT'LL

HAVE YOU CLIMBING WALLS.
The Bata Playoff.

When you spend more time scaling
walls than running floors.

When you spend more time on the
sides of your feet than the bottoms.
When the last thing you ever expect to
dois lose.

This Is the racquetball shoe that plays

Jjust as recklessly as you do.
The Bata Playoff. ﬂ‘

Belcamp, Maryland 21017
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UNCE.

Rolled sole for lateral and medial movement with

optimum control

High abrasion crepe rubber sole for better traction.

Heightened bumper toe.

Stitched all around for security.

Leather reinforced at stress points.

Fully padded tongue and collar. A ,

Cool, strong nylon mesh upper. ‘QA o

Available in Hi-Cut. > =

Available in Ladies sizes. ™ \:\”;/
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TOPR T

TOP TEN from page 29
Anaheim - Quarterfinals
Chicago - Quarterfinals

8Janell Marriott

Janell Marriott staged a surprising
comeback in 1982-83. After many
observers had written her off, she
regained much of the form and consis
tency that once put her at the top of her |
sport. She possesses one of the most |
refined and technically perfect gamesin |
all of racquetball. As one of the game's

Introduci_ng

QUETEER”
A Raoquetball Practlce Machine

How often have you said to your-
self “| wish | could have that
shot over again?! Now with
the Racqueteer, racquet
ball instruction has been
revolutionized. You can
<. have that identical shot
hundreds of times if
you like. This amaz-
ing consistancy al-
lows you to concen-
trate on footwork,
form and timing in
order to groove
those shots. ® “The
Racqueteer” can
give you virtually
any shot in the
game from float-
ing lobs to 95
m.p.h. drive
serves, from ceiling balls
to "Z" balls at your choice of
speed and angle. ® “The
Racqueteer’’ is battery
powered, Wery quiet,
easily portable and virtually
maintenance free.

J

Radio Remote
Control Optional
Write for illustrated brochure
RPM Distributors

1107 Rivara Road,

Stockton, California 95207
(209) 957-3542

“elders” she is still physically strong
and is vastly experienced.

Once again, Janell is prone tolapsesin
self-confidence—it remains her biggest
battle. Her playing level is influenced
very much by the status of her personal
life. But it would be as mistake to under-
estimate her. She was the best once and
she still has the skill. Janell was one of
the pioneers of the WPRA, and she sacri-
ficed much of her career for the sport she

Joves. It's good to see her back in good

form.

8 - JANELL MARRIOTT
1982 ranking: 14

Home-town: Salt Lake City, Utah
Residence: Warwick, Rhode Island
Sponsor: Independent

Season finishes:

Lafayette - Round of 16
Quebec - Quarterfinals
Melbourne -  Quarterfinals
Ft. Worth - Round of 16
Bangor - Quarterfinals
San Francisco -Quarterfinals
Anaheim - Semifinals

Chicago - Quarterfinals

9-Peggy Gardner

Peggy Gardner was another player
whose ranking suffered at the season’s
end after consistently reaching the
quarterfinals in every event. She
dropped four places to number 9 after
her career-high ranking of number 5 at
the end of 1981.82.

Peggy will find itdifficult toremainin
the top ten if she is unable to advance
beyond the quarterfinals next season.
There are now too many players with
lower rankings who have the ability to
make the semifinals once or twice, and
that alone could move her out.

9 - PEGGY GARDNER

1982 ranking. 5
Age: 27
Home-town:  San Diego, California

Continued on Page 39
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by Dave Peck

(Editor's Note: Dave Peck is currently
ranked number three in the 1983 rat-
ings. He is a valued member of the
Ektelon Pro Advisory Staff))

If you are waiting toreturn your oppo-
nent's serve, you are:
a) In the driver's seat;
b) On the offensive;
¢) Gaining the momentum;
d) Making the other man play your
game;
e} None of the above,

The correct answer, of course, is the
last choice. It's the server who controls
where the ball is going, how fast it's
going there and what it's going to doon
the way there.

[f you are on the receiving end of his
action, phrases like, "trapped in a
corner,”” "your back to the wall” and
“one foot in the grave” more accurately
sum up your position. In fact. vou have
one foot in the grave and someone is
trving to kick dirt in vour direction.

All of this is just a long wav of saving
that when you are returning service.
you are at a definite disadvantage.
which means your opponent has a defi-
nite advantage. The point here is to rec
ognize the relative weakness of vour
position, because that is the first step
toward getting out of it.

You have several shot options: a kill
shot, down-the-line pass, cross-court
pass, down-the-line or cross-court ceil-
ing balls or even a pinch. Of course, the
most emotionally satisfying return is a
rollout kill. but vou will be going for that
shot from 35 fee' back while your oppo-
nent is well up front and in position to
scoop up the rebound if the shot isn't
quite low enough

Instruction

- The Art

3 ‘ Bf Return
7 Of

erue

By now you should be getting the idea
that the best return is the safest. Re-
member, the server has everything his
way while you're playing your way out
of a hole. It's not enough, though, tojust
get the ball to the front wall. Your shot
must also accomplish several things for
you Your goals are:

Not to blow it, because every mis-
take is a point against you;

- To get your opponent out of center
court so you can capture it;

- To elicit a weak return so that you
can assume control of the game;the
momentum.

A ceiling return will accomplish all

. these things and has a high chance of

success relative toother options, regard-
less of the type of serve, While it's true
that a kill shot is a shortcut to accomp-
lishing your goals (in that it simply
vanks the server out of the service box
and puts you in his place), it is at the
other end of the scale from the ceiling
ball in terms of percentages. Passing
shots are somewhere in between the

P

two.

Of course, when you're hot, you're
hot, and there are some times when you
should just go for it, regardless of the
percentages. If your opponent blows it
and gives you a set-up serve, for exam-
ple, thisis a good time to turn on the kill
sign. Believe me, no one likes to lay the
ball on the bottom boards more than I
do. The reason I have had so much suc-
cess doing it, though, is that I pick my
openings and minimize my desperation
shots.

When you are returning service, be

aware oflyour disadvantage. Spend your i
time against the back wall trying to dis- |

cern a telltale movement by your oppo-
nent that will give away the serve and,
as soon as you can see where the ball is
headed, get there with your racquet up.

If the serve is a good one, play it safe
and go to the ceiling. If the opportunity
presents itself, go for a pass or kill.

Generally, don't try to jump out of the
hole, though. Climb out. It's a little
slower, but certainly surer.
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O-MARN’S

LAN.

by Mike Yellen

(Editor’s Note: Mike Yellen recently
won the 1983 National Championships
by winning three tournaments in a row,
including two national finals. He is a
valued member of the Ektelon Pro Advi-
sory Staff.)

[

Just as on any battle field, there are
parts of a racquetball court which can
become no man's land once the shooting
starts. This area seldom stays the same
from rally to rally because its location is
dependent on the shifting positions of
you, your opponent and the ball. But,
one thing always stays the same: no
man's land is a place you never want to

| be.

Because no man's land is alwavs
changing, it is difficult to generalize
about it. However, we can look at a cou-
ple of common specific situations which
may yield some generalities.

A good place to start is where every-
thing starts: with the serve. Onceagain,

| no man's land’'s location depends on

where the ball goes. But there are only
two acceptable places to serve the ball:
in either rear corner. Any serve down
the middle will be a virtual set-up for
any opponent who is half awake.
Assuming for the sake of simplicity
that both you and vour opponent are
right-handed, you will want to hit most
of your serves into the left rear corner;
this is, to your opponent’s backhand. In
this situation, no man's land becomes a
semicircular area whos axis extendsout
six or seven feet from the left side wall.
If you move into this area following the
serve, you will be cutting off your oppo-
nent's angle for a down-the-line pass.
Nothing wrong with that except that
you also will be leaving wide open the
much less difficult crosscourt pass.
Should you move over to within six or
seven feet from the right side wall, you
will be in position to take a crosscourt

38

pass off the front wall as well as pinches
or roll-corner kills which don't stay
down, Unfortunatelv, you will then be
giving your opponent too much room to
negotiate that more difficult down-the-
line pass, so a semicircle here similar to
the other becomes a secondary noman's
land.

It is better to assume a position some-
where in between these two semicircles,
preferably a stepor two behind the short
line and in the path that the ball would
have to travel for your opponent’'s cross-
court pass. that is, slightly to the left of
center court.

Give your opponent that down-the-
line shot. It is difficult to execute and
vou will be close enough to cover it but
not too far from the right side of the
court should he be able to get off across-
court pass.

Forget about trying to cover the pinch
or kill on the left side. Many inexpe-
rienced plavers will remain in the
server's box to cover these shots (or, per-
haps, because they can’t get out of the
box fast enough. particualrly on a hard
drive serve).

If the ball is hit the way it should be,
there is nothing vou can do about it. If
not. it probably will rebound into the
center of the court close enough for vou
to digit out. Likewise.don't worry about
hanging back tocover the celling return.
You will have plentv of time to get back
there if need be.

If you serve to vour opponent’s fore-
hand. all of the above applies on the
opposite side of the court and, instead of
slightly left of center, your ideal position
after the serve becomes slightly to the
right of center. Manv people prefer to
serve from a point close to this position
so as to jump in it quickly after the
serve. If you do that, though, your oppo-
nent will eventually be able to "read”
which side vou are going toserve to, You

must learn to serve from all over the
server's box and to move quickly toyour
after-service position. You are most
likely to get pinned inanoman’sland on
the Z-serve which many people tend to
serve from a spot closer to the wall.
You'll just have to hustle to get where
you want to be.

If you are receiving the serve, the dis-

| cussion becomes much simpler. The

only place to awatt service is in the mid-
dle of the court about an arm’s length
from the back wall. If you lean to one
side, your opponent will simply serve
the ball to the other, a difficult shot to
retrieve,

During the rally, no man’s land once
again becomes a function of the relative
positions of the players and the ball. The
same rule about hitting the ball down
the middle applies here: don't do it. If
you do, recognize that vou have made a
mistake and will have to pay a price.
Likewise, there is an area which
extends from about five feet behind the
short line forward and from side wall to
side wall in which you don't want your
opponent shooting. If he and the ball are
there at the same time, recognize again
that you will have to pay for it.

There is almost no good place for you
to go in that situation since, wherever
you stand, he will hit the ball some-
where else. However, there are some pla-

ces which are worse than others. The |

rear corners, for instance, are very defi-
nitelv off limits if your opponent is in
front of you. Try to stay “inside” your
opponent’s swing; that is, between him
and the middle axis of the court whether
vou are in front or behind him. For his
backhand, you will be standing to his
right. and for his forehand. you will he
standing to his left.

As I said.a if your opponent is shoot-
ing in front of you, your positioning
becomes much less a factor than his
accuracv. When you are closer to the
front wall than he is, though, it's a dif-
ferent story. That's when that inside
positioning can make a difference. You
cannot stand directly in front of your
opponent because it blocks his access to
the front wall and will probably cause
vou a lot of pain in the form of a small,
fast-moving spheroid.

But you don’t want to get pinned
between your opponent and the nearest
side wall either az can happen when he
15 to one side of the court or the other. If
he is directly on the middle axis in the

back court. vou will have to move to one
side or the orher so chose the side to
which his follow-through goes.

As Imentioned before, it’s hard to gen-
eralize about no man’'s land for every

ition. There are some similarities,
. which we can summarize as

Continued page 42
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Continued from page 36
Sponsor. Nike

Season finishes:

Layfayette - Quarterfinals
Ft. Worth - Quartertinals
Tucson - Quarterfinals

San Francisco -Quarterfinals

Seattle - Quarterfinals
Anaheim - Round of 32
Chicago - Round of 16

10dJennifer Harding

Jennifer Harding drops one position
this season from ninth to number 10, a
ranking that should encourage many of
the younger players trving to break into
the top 10—she did it without ever
advancing beyond the quarterfinals.
Jennifer is one of the most popular and
experienced players in women's rac-
quetball, and was, in fact, elected this
year as the president of the WPRA. She
has the talent to remain in the top 10,

but she may have trouble doing that— |

those who have served as WPRA presi-
dents in the past have had a very hard
time keeping their rankings up.

10 - JENNIFER HARDING

1982 ranking: 9

Age: 32

Home-town:  Milwaukie. Oregon
Sponsor: Ektelon

Season finishes:

Toronto - Quarterfinals
Vancouver -  Quarterfinals
Lafayette - Quarterfinals
Quebec - Round of 16
Melbourne -  Quarterfinals
Ft. Worth - Round of 32
Bangor - Round of 16
San Francisco -Round of 16
Seattle - Round of 16
Anzheim - Round of 16
Chicago - Quarterfinals

N Sc/cdule of Events

MEN'S RACQUETBALL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

DATE
SEPT 1-4
SEPT 23-26
OCT 13-16
OCT 27-30
NOV 4-6
NOV 10-13
JAN 11-15
JAN 19-22
FEB 9-12
FEB 16-20°
FEB 20-24
MAR 1-4
APR 5-8°
MAY 17-20
MAY 24-28
JUNE 1984
JUNE 20-24
JULY 16-22

1983-84 SEASON

LOCATION
DAVISON, MI
STOCKTON, CA
WALNUT CREEK, CA
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
WHEELING, WV
VANCOUVER, CD
FEDERAL WAY, WN
HONOLULU, HIi
PALM DESERT, CA
BEAVERTON, OR
GILLETTE, WY
CHEYENNE, WY
AUSTIN, TX
ANAHEIM. CA
HOUSTON, TX
Undetermined (DP Leach)
DAVISON, MICHIGAN, Ml
SACRAMENTO, CA

PRIZE MONEY
15,000

6,000

9,000

(AARA Doubles)
7,500

15,000

15,000

15,000

9,000

15,000

7,000

7,500

6,000

22,500

(AARA Singles)
40,000

(AARA Juniors)

(AARA World Games)

WOMEN’'S RACQUETBALL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

DATE
SEPT 1-4
OCT 6-9°
OCT 21-23
NOV 3-6
NOV 10-13
NOV 17-20°
DEC 9-11
JAN TBA"
FEB 2-5
FEB 9-12°
FEB 16-19°
AR 8-11
MAR TBA®
APR 12-15

MAY 1720

‘Tentative

For Information Contact:

1983-84 SEASON

LOCATION
ATLANTA, GA
NAPERVILLE, IL
AUBURN, MA
DANVILLE, IL
VANCOUVER, CANADA
S. WILLIAMSPORT, PA
PLYMOUTH, MA
BEVERLY, MA
QUEBEC, CANADA
PALM DESERT, CA
SEATTLE, WN
BANGOR, ME.

MIAMI, FL

TORONTO, CANADA
ANAHEIM, CA
FTWORTH, TX (Nationals)
ANCHORAGE, AL

INTERNATIONAL RACQUETBALL 801-531-1484

PRIZE MONEY
$10,000
6,000
6,000
6,000
8,000
6,000
6,000
10,000
10,000
6,000
14,000
6,500
10,000
6,000
18,700
20.000
6,000
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$18

Get a year's subscription to International Racquetball for only $18. That's $6
off the regular price! All you have to do is fill in your own subscription
information and list the names and addresses of three racquetball players you

know, then send it in. It's simple. Do it today!
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$24

I Get 12issues of racquetball's finest publication for $24. Just fill in your name
| and address below, enclose your check, and we'll rush you your subscription.
] You can even charge your subscription to your credit card if you like,

[
I Subscriber Information:

Name
Address
City State
Zip Phone
Charge my Visa O MC O AE O Expires
Card Number

Players you know:

Name

I Address
City State
Zip ___ Player Level
Name

2 Address
City State
Zip ___ Player Level
Name

3 Address
City . State
Zip ________ Player Level _

| Send this form with your check to:
I International Racquetball, P.O. Box 11755, Salt Lake City, Utah 84147 |

leccrce e e e e e ——————d
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mmmm Next Month s

| October in International Rac-
quetball will bring a special sur-
prise, our RACQUET GUIDE. It
will be the most complete listing
of racquetball racquels ever
assembled in any publication.
The vital statistics such as
weight, composition and list
pricewill be included. Ifyou're in
the market for a new racquet,
shop in the pages of International
Racquetball next monih.

The tournament results of the
first pro stops for both the Men

- and Women Pros will appear in

our pages in October with splen-
did photographic excitement. It’s
the Davison, Michigan lonrna-
ment for the men and the
Atlanta, Georgia stop for the
women. If you can’l be there in
person, the next best thing is to
read about these thrilling events
in International Racquetball.

T
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Want to get tough on your mental

game? Dr. Bud Muehleisen, rac-
guetball’s famous innovator and
teacher, will write about what it
takes to be a top pro. Also, there
will be articles on the explosion of
racquetball world-wide and how
the AARA is shaping the future
of racquetball abroad.

Yes. October will be Interna-
tional Rarquetball’s best issue
vel. Don't let your friends see
vour copyv. You may not get it

back.
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LETTERS Coniinued from page 7

to the PRO body at a later date, after !
which time a commissioner and a legilti-
male board weve to be selected by the play-

ers. It should be noted that both Gregg and
Dave Peck were present in Anaheim and
participated in that initial vote.

JUNE 26, 1983

AUGUST 1, 1983

Where I disagree with Mr. Day is in his THIS LAST THIS LAST

| assessment of the necessity of the involve- MO. MO. PLAYER POINTS MO. MO. PLAYER POINTS
menl of the top players in a players’ associ- 1 3 Mike Yellen 166.43 1 1 Heather McKay 288.63
{Iffff)ﬂ o o:v_dpr forl that body lo be 2 . Marty Hogan 160.00 2 2 Lynn Adams 273.84
_sae'(f:.-".ssfuf. I certainly agree rhqr {!n‘ 3 2 Dave Peck 134,09 3 3 Shannon Wright 196.88
ideal way for form a players’ association
would be to have the top players lay the * 4 Brel Hamel S92 " +  Lau Maning 132.88
groundwork and take the lead. The whole 5 5  Gregg Peck 77.50 5 5§ Vicki Panzeri 114.63
point of the article, however, was thal the 6 14  Ruben Gonzalez 57.78 8 6  Terri Gilreath 103.75
mp plays.*rs in racquetball h_a;:p not been 7 7 Jerry Hilecher 55.18 7 8  Marci Greer 72.63
willing lo r:r!f?rer if?rsdorpar!:mprf[e”: any 8 8  Gerry Price 5388 8 7 Janell Marriott 6929
such association in the past. On three spe- £l g o p s 60.00
cific occasions Dave Peck was approached 8 12 Steve Lerner 0 €ggy Lardner '
by lower ranked players abou! spearhead- 10 6 Rich Wagner 42.00 10 18  Jennifer Harding 56.00
ing such an associalion, and he was 1110 Don Thomas 40.58 11 10  Caryn McKinney 52.57
w.lde’rs.f(fﬂ(mbz’y I?'f’hu:tam because of the 12 9  Ed Andrews 33.42 12 14 Joyce Jackson 45.00
distraction such involvemen! would cause 13 11 John Egerman 30.23 13 11 Heather Stupp 44.67
in his game. Similar attempls were made
o include Marty Hogan, bul were sum- 14 13 Doug Cohen 24.04 14 15 Stacey Fletcher 38.63
mayf;‘"}r dismissed b.\" him as UHNECESSATY, 15 15 Craig McCoy 22.29 15 12 Brenda Poe Barrett 38.33
To carry Mr. Day's claims to their logical 16 21 Corey Brysman 18.38 16 21  Barbara Maltby 35.00
conclusion would be fo suggest that with- | 17 18  Scott Oliver 18 29 17 16  Bonnie Stoll 32.00
oul :‘hpjmz,-‘o.":rg?mfem gj’ !h(:’ lop plavers, a 18 23 Jack Newman 1813 18 18 Diane Bullard 3193
players’ association is neither necessary -
nor possible. And that is a conclusion with 19 18 Stewe Shandemo 17.08 & 1k Fengiee Daws gibe

| which I cannot agree. ‘ 20 18 Mike Martino 15.04 20 19  Martha McDonald 23.13

Ido agree with Mr. Day that any associ- 21 —  Bill Sell 15.63 21 20  Gail Woods 23.00

ation must be careful not lo lake away the ‘ 22 17 Scott Hawkins 13.70 22 23  Carol Pranka 20.15
individual bargainingposilionofanypar- | | 3 20 |ngsay Myers 9.23 23 24 Molly O'Brien 19.33
trcular player, so long as that position does
not abuse the legitimate rights of other 24 22  Jack Nolan T.e a4 2 Rl Holt ool 1843
professional players. A p{a_éers’ associa- 25T 24  Wayne Bowes 6.25 25 22  Jean Sauser 18.86
{z'm? should be a positive, not a punitive, 25T — Larry Fox 6.25 26 25  Leslie Clifford 14.67
influence. 27 95 Ben Koltun 338 27 27  Val Paese 14.33

In conclusion, I would like to point out
that neither the publishing of Mr. Day's
letter nor my reply therelo should be taken
as any criticism on my part of either Gregg
or Dave Peck or of Mr. Day himself. The
differences cited are, I believe, legitimate
and healthy differences of opinion. My
experiences with these men have con-
vinced me that their concerns for bettering
the sport of racquetball in general ave at
least as genuine as my own,

DP/LEACH CATALINA RANKINGS

JUNE 26. 1983

THIS LAST

D St MO. MO, PLAYER POINTS EARNINGS
, 1 3 Mike Yellen 91.00 57.750
f 2 1 Marty Hogan 91.00 38.200
i NO MAN'S Continued from puge 38 3 2 Dave Peck 76.66 26,500
; . [ 4 ret 20,150
— The concept is most useful during Bt Harmail 5 ?S 0 ~
passing situations for your 5 S Gregg Peck 54 00 12,730
opponent. | 6 6 Steve Strandemo 50 00 3.250
— If you play to cover his passes and 7 7 Jerry Hilecher 45 53 11.350
| stay out of no man’s land, you also 8 12 Ruben Gonzalez 4 00 8.000

will be able to pick up his not-quite- '

; e 8 . a1 :
perfect pinches and kills. His good i Don Thomas i j1 I
shots are a lost cause, | 10 8 John Egerman oo 2.250
— Always give your opponent the more [ 11 10 Ed Andrews 3223 5.900
difficult down-the-line passes as 12 1 Rich Wagner 3250 5050
i opposed to the crosscourt angles. '] 13 Gerry Price 31 87 2000
— Stay away from the w:al]s while | 14 13 Doug Cohién 56 00 5 150

| awaiting your opponent’s shots. In ) o .
most situations they are the borders 15T 15 Craig McCoy =360 &%
of no man’'s land. 15T 16 Scott Hawkins 2500 —0—
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YOU KEEP YOUR COMMITMENT
AND WE'LL KEEP OURS.

Together you've both made the decision to get in shape. It's an important part of your growing
commitment fo each other.

You're not folking obout a few sit-ups in the living room, either. This time you're really serious and you
want a health club with equipment that's serious, too.

That's why you showuld insist on Polaris before you join a club. Polaris has been the most respected name
inI condd'(s.lﬁa'mg' egupment for over 30 years for one simple reason:

t wo

For men. For women. Regardless of height, weight, or proportions. No matter what
your gools ore, mo other equipment can build strength, flexibility, endurance, or
muscles as gusckly and efficiently.

Polaris msolofes ewery muscle group in your body, toning, shaping, molding them
to perfection. Niothing else is as easy to use. And nothing else gives visible results

so fast. R 1
This fime you're both committed to success. Ask for the equipment that shares @1
Free

your commnsimend T héﬂdbo EL
c nd v;
ma""gwde:" ith

Send S5 for s collor cafinllog and a Polaris headband or $12 for our complete gym planning service including location analysis, feasibility
progecion, ispouis. ssesement proposals, and fraining in all phases of gym operations.

POLARIS INTERNATIONAL MANUFACTURING AND SALES DIRECT

USaTaNaDa UK AND WESTERN EUROPE AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND
5532 Sorws S Castlefields House & SOUTH EAST ASIA

So= Sege CAYATO Main Center, Derby P.O. Box 9124

&% 2GS DE 12 PE ENGLAND N. Hamilton, NEW ZEALAND

(0332) 45369 (071) 394-671



THE POWER OF TITANIUM.

Introducing the only Titanium racquetball
of steel with half the weight.
Titanium is found in the sun. In
meteorites. In the earth's crust.
Even in the human body itself.
Itis prized by man because it
has the strength of steel with
only half the weight.

This rare er has
been exploited primarily
in the design of the most
sophisticated aircraft and
nussiles. Until now.

Now. Omega has har-
nessed one of the great
powers of the universe
into one awesome racquet-
ball racquet. Lightweight.
Strong, Flexible.

is forceful instrument
is stm%].ike noother racquet
on earth, Mad Rag™ is a

gower ez:jnd finesse computer-
esi strin, %n g system so

unilgl.?e it has been gatented.

ightweight power in the
Titanium frame, Total ball con-
trol and shock absorption in the
Mad Raq stringing. A combina-
tion with license to kill. only
from Omega.

True power players will want
this racquet. Itis designed to break
lesser spirits on the court. From Omega
racquegaall professionals. First to intro-
duce the throatless racquet. First with a
woman's racquet. First to extend the one-
piece frame to the buttcap. First and exclu-
sively with Mad Raq stringing. And now
first and exclusively with Titanium.

QQMEGA

Omega Sports, 9200 Cody
Overland Park, KS 66212
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