














Pro Defense

Wrong-Handed

Andy Espiritu recently commented that
two pro players had cancelled an exhi-
bition scheduled for the Seattle area. He
wrote that the “(pro) players (should)
give back to the rec players who...help
pay the contracts these top pro play-
ers sign.” Perhaps Mr. Espiritu does not
realize that only 34 IRT players and only
one WIRT player make even a middle
class wage solely from racquetball.

More than 95% of the WIRT, IRT and
top ranked USRA open players get noth-
ing other than equipment contracts from
their sponsors. A few players have
bonuses based on winning at national
singles, doubles or collegiates. But even
if they do win these events, the bonuses
are often barely enough to pay their
expenses. Most of the players that you
read about in RACQUETBALL lose thou-
sands of dollars a year playing racquet-
ball. Bankruptcies (or near-bankruptcies)
are more common among racquetball
athletes than the number who even
come close to breaking even.

So let me turn the tables. Perhaps the
expectation should be that rec players
are willing to pay to see pros put on exhi-
bitions ... just like they would pay to see
pros in other sports perform. In fact, the
situation for top players now is being
exacerbated as more and more tourna-
ments become “no frills” affairs. Sure |
know that it is important to keep entries
low. Yes, | also have far too many T-shirts.
However, | go to tournaments for two
reasons; to compete myself and to watch
great players compete. Nationally ranked
players are willing to travel for even a
few hundred dollars in prize money but
they will not come to “no frills” events.
These “spam” events turn into noth-
ing but glorified in-house tournaments
with even limited open draws. | for one
am willing to kick in a few extra bucks
to see the level of entertainment and
excitement that only open and pro play-
ers can provide.
Harvey Brannigan
Sagle, Idaho

RACQUETBALL

We have adopted the habit of playing
the first game, the warm-up game, using
our left hands. The advantage is that the
left side of our body gets better devel-
oped, we reduce the risk of injury to our
right hand and arm by overuse, and yet
we get a good overall body and leg
workout. We do feel klutzy and we get
some good racquetball laughs out of
that. | love racquetball laughs. We are
getting better with the wrong hand. it
feels good to later start hitting precision
shots with our right hands. Natural left
handers, of course, play with their right,
and since they have had more “wrong
hand” experience, often do better with
this reverse feature. My natural left
handed opponent wins when we do it
wrong hand, and then | get even when
we do it with the normal hand.
Charles Walton
Los Gatos, California

Pro-Am Suggestion

My husband and | play at the local, state,
regional and national levels. A frequent
“hot topic” of conversation with our
peers is the on-going issue as to whether
or not professionals should be allowed
to play at Nationals (Singles and
Doubles). Without going into detail (as
we trust that many know of this topic)
we would like to suggest the idea of
augmenting the tournaments with a
type of “Pro/Am” divisions. The amateur
may then choose to compete against
the professional players in a sefect divi-
sion. Also, this will ensure that the profes-
sionals still have the “exposure ” that
is desired by their sponsors, and the
integrity of the amateur divisions can still
be preserved.
Christine and Jim Wright
La Grange, Kentucky

Couldn’t Leave My
Heart in San Francisco

[After missing the NMRA Senior
Tournament in San Francisco ... ] One
doesn't realize how fortunate it is to have
one’s health nor, how terribly you will
miss racquetball when you can no longer
get on the courts with your friends. |

can’t wait to get back ... I've about wom
out our lazy boy.

So I've had plenty of time to read my
old magazines and some of the great
instructional series. | especially like the
articles by Lynn Adams, Fran Davis and
Mike Guidry’s illustrated serving meth-
ods. Thanks to his performance series
“The Evolution of the Forehand” — with
photos of the old and new methods of
serving, grips, elbow extension, contact-
ing the ball and follow-through — I've
been practicing and have found | can
really hit the ball much harder and lower
by hitting the ball flat and keeping the
racquet head parallel to the floor as long
as possible. Thank you Mike and Ektelon,
for those great performance series tips.
I’'m already looking forward to trying
them out on my next opponent.
Bob Miller
Ancient Warrior and a “Yooper” from
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula

Pen Pals Wanted

I will be very happy if you could try to
take me as your penpal. | got your
address when | was reading the USRA
new magazine, which was made on
July/August 1998. | am very interest-
ing in your game that is why | got your
address. | hope this information wil! meet
your kindness and approval. Try as much
as possible to reply me. Thank you very
much to receive this letter.
Yours faithfully, Robert Anokye
Toase House No. 64
P.O. Box 34 eToase-Ashanti-Region
Ghana, West-Africa
P.S. My younger brother say that, he beg
you try to publish his address in maga-
zine to find more penpals for him, too.
Christopher Anokye, $.D.A. Church
P.O. Box 87 * Toase-Ashanti-Region
Ghana, West-Africa

Doubles Hurts Singles?

Ever heard somebody say “doubles hurts
your singles game”? Well, | have heard
it many times over the years and my
personal observation is that they are
nuts!! Look at some of the skills we use
when we play doubles: Explosiveness,
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Hill (SC); 2. Bob Keppler (PA)/Steve Milhalko (PA); 3. Dennis Misal
(DC)/Ken Weinstein (MD); 4. Allen Schattner (PA)/Chuck Thomas (PA).
55+: 1. Glenn Allen (VA)/Ron Halloran (VA); 2. Rex Lawler (IN)/Ron
Maggard (MO); 3. Lee Graff (OR)/Joe jackman (PA); 4. Jack Sussman
(FL)/Len Wilson (PA). 60+: 1. Rex Lawler (IN)/Ron Maggard (MO); 2. Lee
Graff (OR)/Joe Jackman (PA). 65+ 1. Don Alt (FL)/Otis Chapman (OH); 2
Eugene Ferris (LA)/Emil Kuenzler (NY); 3. Mark Cosgrove (NC)/Pearce
Grove (VA); 4. Philip Dziuk (iL)/John O’Donnell (IL). 70+: 1. Joe Goldman
(MA)/Joe Lambert (TX); 2. Ray Gordon (ND)/Amos Rosenbloom (MN); 3
Duane Russell (MI)/Marv Schinagle (OH); 4. Jack Gushue (NY)/Dick
Kincade (CO). 75+: 1. Sam Caiazza (PA)/Les Skelton (CA); 2. Earl Acuff
(NC)/Nick Sans (CA); 3. Charlie Russell (CA)/George Spear (FL). 80+: 1.
Charlie Russell (CA)/George Spear (FL). MIXED DOUBLES: 1. Marilyn Ross
(PA)/Bela Eross (PA); 2. Merijean Kelley (CA)/Ron Pudduck (Ml); 3. Karen
Weins (FL)/Mike Weins (FL); 4. Carol Taylor (MD)/Luis Fuentes (PA).
MIXED 55+: 1. Carol Taylor (MD)/Luis Fuentes (PA).

NMRA International Championships

Las Vegas, Nevada: July 8-11, 1998
Submitted by Ron Pudduck

The night lights blaze, the heavy rollers win and lose, the
show girls strut their stuff, the heat rises from the hot side-
walks and the daily temperature hovers near 105 degrees.
What a great place for a red hot racquetball tournament,
because the real show was not in the casinos but on the
racquetball courts at the Las Vegas Sporting House and the
Las Vegas Athletic Club.

For four days, the NMRA International Masters Racquetball
Tournament held front and center stage for the 150 masters
players who converged on Las Vegas to test their skills against
some of the finest masters players in the world. Under the
guidance of tournament director Margo Daniels, her daugh-
ter Emily and son Carl, over 2000 matches were held and
almost all were on schedule.

While the ground sizzled outside, the hardwood floors of the
courts witnessed some of the best masters’ racquetball ever
seen. In five-year age brackets, ranging from 35+ for women
and 45+ for men, every contestant got as much racquet-
ball as they could handle. All three of the NMRA tournaments
are full round robin events, and in many cases a flight winner
is declared only after all flight players had completed 12 to
15 matches. So entering a second event could require as many
as 12 to 15 more matches. Those who took that route soon
started to wonder if playing two events was really a wise move.
While their minds might have still said, “Go for it!” their bodies
and feet screamed back, “You must have been affected by

'H

the heat to have marked two x’s on the entry form!

Fatigued but happy, many players looked forward to that last
contest after which they could rest their weary bodies, shower,
cool-down and then get ready to hit the hot sidewalks and
bustling nightlife of steaming Las Vegas. The final event of the
toumament was the great banquet held at the Imperial Palace.
A great program of entertainment, humor, information and
awards followed a scrumptious buffet dinner.

The NMRA, in its 27th year of existence, proudly inducted its
23rd member into the Hall of Fame — Nick Sans of California
(above right). The Ivan Bruner Contributor Award went to Joe
Jackman of Pennsylvania for his many contributions to and
support of masters’ racquetball. The annual Sportsmanship
Award was well earned by Ken Moore of California for his atti-
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tude on and off the courts, win or
lose.

Newly elected NMRA President, Ron
Pudduck (MI) presented retired
President lvan Bruner (WI) with a
special and beautiful laser produced
image of himself on a large wall
plaque (below right). This award was
given for Ivan’s 27 years of leadership
and dedication to the sport. Ivan has
left behind large footprints and this
special award is only a small token
repayment for his years of effort,
concern and caring.

At the banquet, match winners in all
categories were awarded intemational
gold, silver, bronze and pewter
Olympic style medals. And, the flash
bulbs of blinking cameras recorded
forever these victories and memories
in the lives of the players.

RESULTS — MEN'S SINGLES — 45+: 1.

Stan Wright, CA; 2. Darryl Warren, CA; 3.

Howard Walker, TX; 4. Glenn Loehr, VA.

50+: 1. Greg Hasty, IL; 2. Skip Deal, CA; 3.

Tommy Ochoa, AZ; 4. Glen Withrow, MN.

55+: 1. Glenn Allen, VA; 2. Terry Myers, CA;

3. Ray Huss, OH; 4. Luis Guerrero, CA. 60+:

1. Joseph Jackman, PA; 2. Ron Adams, CA;

3. Ray Huss, OH; 4. Jerry Northwood, AZ.

65+: 1. Paul Banales, AZ; 2. ay Krevsky, PA;

3. Don Alt, OH; 4. Otis Chapman, OH. 70+:

1. Bob Fraser, NV, 2. Victor Sacco, NY: 3.

Verlyn Dunn, ID; 4. Benjamin Kerr, CA. 75+:

1. Earl Acuff, NC; 2. Nick Sans, CA; 3. Ross Filippone, CANADA; 4. Carlton
Appleby, CA. 80+: 1. George Spear Sr., FL; 2. Harold Brody, NY; 3. George
Golson, NV; 4. Harry Steinman, MD. WOMEN'S SINGLES — 35+: 1.
Denise Mock, TX; 2. Sandra Maxwell, CA; 3. Anita Hammond, AZ. 40+:
1. Debra Tisinger, CA; 2. Sherron Boyea, CA; 3. Mary Beke, AZ. 45+: 1.
Brenda White, IL; 2. judy Sands, Nj; 3. Karen Weins, FL. 50+: 1. Merijean
Kelley, CA; 2. Donna Ebner, MO. 55+: 1. Nidia Funes, CA; 2. joy
DeSantis, CA; 3. Marquita Molina, CA. 60+: 1. Annabelle Kovar, NE. 65+:
1. Lola Markus, IL. 70+: 1. Dorothy Vezetinski, WA. 75+: 1. Mary-Low
Acuff, NC

DOUBLES RESULTS — MENS 45+: 1, Mike Robinson, TX/Howard Walker,
TX; 2. Glenn Loehr, VA/Glenn Allen, VA; 3. Stan Wright, CA/Dave Gross,
$D; 4. Dan Davis, TX/Dave Puma, TX. 50+: 1. Don Cola, NV/Dan
Takahashi, NV; 2. Jim Kohls, CA/Skip Deal, CA; 3. Charles Brown,
AZ/Gary Wells, AZ. 55+: 1. Ray Huss, OH/Rex Lawler, OH; 2. Bob
Gatewood, NV/Roger Geopfarth, NV; 3. Dan Baharav, CO/Paul Wehmyer,
NJ; 4. Leonard Sonnenberg, CA/jay Jayson, CA. 60+: 1. Tom Moore,
CA/Jay Krevsky, PA; 2. Ron Pudduck, Mi/Paul Banales, AZ; 3. Ronald
Adams, CA/lerry Holly, CA; 4. Jerry Northwood, AZ/Lee Graff, OR. 65+: 1.
Don Alt, OH/Otis Chapman, OH; 2. [im Keenan, CA/Ted Cooke, CA; 3. joe
Luckman, MT/Harold “Cap” Hiles, MN; 4. Bill Bodnarek, CANADA/Gene
Ferris, LA. 70+: 1. Victor Sacco, NY/Saal Lesser, NY; 2. Verlyn Dunn,
ID/Amos Rosenbloom, MN; 3. Bill Gencarella, CA/Bob Fraser, CA; 4.
Gordon Towns, AZ/Ross Filippone, CANADA. 75+: 1. Sam Caiazzaq,
PA/Lester Skelton, CA; 2. Peter Farina, AZ/Earl Acuff, NC; 3. Nick Sans,
CA/Carlton Appleby, CA. WOMENS 40+: 1. Sherron Boyea, CA/Sandra
Maxwell, CA. 50+: 1. Nidia Funes, CA/Merijean Kelley, CA. MIXED
DOUBLES 35-50+: 1. Denise Mock, TX/Bob Coe, TX; 2. Anita Hammond
AZ/Chuck French, AZ; 3. Mary Beke, AZ/Ron Bewsey, AZ; 4. Marquita:
Molina, CA/Larry Simmons, CA. MIXED DOUBLES 55-80+: 1. Joy .
DeSantis, CA/Luis Guerrero, CA; 2. Lola Markus, IL/Gene Pletcher, UT; 3
Annabelle Kovar, NE/Harold “Cap” Hiles, MN.

mcqumit



















WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

ONLY $5.00 (reg. $16.95). WILSON WEIGHT GLOVE OFFER

Name
* 50¢ per pair goes to fund USRA programs! Address
e No limit on purchases! . .
. (rpre ~ . gy o al City State Zip
Great Christmas gift idea! )
) A . Daytime Phone
Fill out the order form and fax or mail it to: Visa/MC/Amex No
Wilson Glove Offer Si Exp. D
8700 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue ignature xp. Date
Chicago, Hlinois 60631
FAX: 773-714-4582 CREDIT CARD ORDERS  SZE Loy romL
. . ONLY PLEASE! XS — @s$5pr
Allow 3 weeks for delivery S @ $5 pr.
NO PHONE ORDERS PLEASE. M _— @$5pr
: L —  @3$5pr
SHIPPING & HANDLING
4 : # of pair charge XL —  @35pr.
b T 1-3 $3.00 XXL @ $5 pr.
o d 4-12 $5.00
13-24 $6.00 TOTAL
wwm » over 24 add 16¢ pr. PLUS S&H
AC# 84174 TOTAL ORDER

hitp:/www.wilsonsports.com
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KENNEX

ENTRY FORM - Please Print . . .

Name

Address

City State

Country Zip

Phone (Day) (Evening)
Birthdate Age
Partner Division
Partner Mixed Division
Noed o daubles partress Check here and we'l match you up!
National Ranking Division
National Division Finish

Other Seeding Information

WAIVER: | hereby, for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators,
waive and release any and all rights and claims that | may have
against the IRF, Pro Kennex, Ektelon, Los Caballaros Sports Village,
event sponsors or their respective agents for any and all injuries. | also
acknowledge the potential risk of eye injury during competition, and
can certify in writing that my protective eyeguards (including prescrip-
tion frames/lenses) conform with all standards specified in USRA Rule
2.5(a). By registering to compete in this event, | consent to be subject
to drug testing as administered according to the IRF/USOC guidelines,
and release all rights to the use of event photographs in which my
image appears.

Participant Signature & Date

LIABILITY: | agree to be liable for all costs for damages for which my
child is responsible and to pay for all costs arising from any disciplinary
action imposed as stated in the Junior Code of Conduct, as adopted by
the IRF.

Parent/Guardian Signature & Date

To receive an expanded, official entry form, call
the International Racquetball Federation at
719/635-5396.
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International Racquetk
Pro Kennex IX World Junior Championships
Los Caballeros Sports Village

Fountain Valley, California

December 18-22, 1998

all e&ré’rgliion» |

o SINGLES »
18 and under
16 and under
14 and under
12 and under
10 and under
8- regulation rules
8- multi-bounce
6- multi-bounce

Boys

T
>

e DOUBLES
18 and under
16 and under
14 and under
12 and under
10 and under

Boys Girls

1]
1]

o MIXED DOUBLES »
18 and under
16 and under
14 and under
12 and under
10 and under

Mail completed entry and fees to: IRF World Junior
Championships, 1685 West Uintah, Colorado
Springs, CO 80904-2906.

ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY
DECEMBER 4 (Postmarked by 12/01/98)

ENTRY FEES AND PAYMENT
Firstevent............ ($60.00)
First event (for additional entrants

from the same family) . . . ($35.00)
Secondevent ........ ($35.00)
Mixed Doubles. . ... ... ($15.00)
USRA Jr. Membership . . . ($15.00)
Late Fee* ............ ($15.00)
Telephone Entry Fee. ($8 00)
TOTALDUE:..........

Make checks payable to IRF. Entry form is not
complete, nor is entry accepted, unless check for
correct amount is enclosed and all information is
provided. *Payment at check-in will be processed as
a late entry and surcharged.

( LODGING: Atrium Hotel — Rate: 78.00/night (up to \
four/room). Call 1-800-854-3012 and mention World
Juniors to receive the special rate. AWARDS CEREMONY
& BANQUET: For all participants, on Tuesda
(12/22) at 7:00 pm. Non-participants m§§/ ‘purcha
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