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Michigan Players Shine 
at National Doubles Tourney 

Five Michigan players cap- 
tured gold at the 32nd Annual 
Racquetball Championships on 
October 6-10, in Baltimore, 
Ma~yland 

Claire &use ofRochester Hills 
and Sandy White of W a ~ e n ,  
teamed to win their first national 
championship by capturing the 
gold ir, Worneil's 351- AIB Bob 
Gravelyn and John Coaker, both 
of' Rockfo~d, triumphed in the 
Men's 45+ AIB, to win their 
first national title as well And, 
last but certainly not in the least, 
Ron Pudduck of' Dexter, took 
the gold in the Mixed 60+ divi- 
sion with teammate Jo Kenyon 
of' Florida 
Other medal winners include 

Duane Russell of' Lansing who 
teamed with Marvin Shinagle of 
Ohio, to b~ing back the bronze in 
Men's 65+ Chris Cole (Grand 
Rapids) joined Sandy White in 

Mixed 30+ to also capture a 
bronze medal, 
Fou~th place winners included 

Janet Insko of Fe~ndale and 
Kathy Trotter of 11oy in 
Women's 45+ and Duane and 
Joanne Russell in the Mixed 65+ 
division 
Othet Michigan pa~ticipants in- 

clude Ron Sa~io~iNeronica 
Brown in Mixed :35+, Bartod 
Felicia Mann in Mixed A; 
BrownKathy Plowd (NY) in 
Women's 35+ AIB; Stacey Bar- 
basPaula Saad in Women's A 
and 35+; Pete RuhaldJeff Con- 
nell in Men's 35+ and 35+ A D ;  
and, MannITe~ry Fields in 
Women's A and 30+ 
Please see page thee f o ~  a 

detailed look at the gold medal 
winners 

Congratulations to all those 
who paticipated See you at the 
State Doubles! 

Hall of Fame 
Nat~onal Doubles Winners - The inside story 



View of the President 11 
b y  W T .  Blakeslee 

The State of Michigan was well 
represented at the USRA National 
Doubles in Baltimore with a few 
gold medal winners Chis Cole 
has taken the time to wite a very 
detailed report for this issue (see 
page three) This newsletter fo- 
cuses on the upcoming RAM State 
Doubles Iournament set for the 
Iota1 Sports Club in Mt Clemens 
on December 4-5 This will be the 
best basgain and value of any tour- 
nament we have ever had in the 
RAM organization We are trying 
to top last year's sweatshirt vest 
with something even better like 
maybe a fleece to wear in the win- 
ter In addition, if you play this 
event and renew or sign up for a 

RAM (USRA) membership you 
will get to play a second event 
FREE, that alone is a $15 value, 
For all of you socket scientists out 
these, by now you have figused out 
we will lose money ~unning this 
event We are giving back to the 
RAM members Finally, I would 
like to comment on the USRA 
membership drive which ends with 
the millennium, please renew, we 
are bying to expand the membes- 
ship base, That is the purpose of 
the FREE second event at the dou- 
bles and the "bring a friend to 
racquetball", 

If you need something, I can be 
reached at sacketboat@aolcom 
As always, see you on the hard- 
wood 

I Michigan Racquetball Hall of Fame Nominations 
Are Now Being Accepted 

The Michigan Racquetball Hall of Fame was developed in 1984, by the Racquetball 
Association of Michigan to honor those who demonstrate outstanding achievement, 
leadership or contribution to racquetball in the State of Michigan The award is based 
upon years of consistent excellence in one or more of the following areas: 

Ability: Through demonstration of exceptional playing skill in state, regional 
andior national competition. 

Leadership: Through generous giving of time and talent for the advancement of 
racquetball In Michigan by running tournaments, leagues, lessons and 
serving on the State Association 

Contributions: Through generous support, including money, facilities or products for 
the advancement of racquetball in Michigan 

if you know someone who qualifies (see criteria) and that you would like to nominate, send 
a letter including the name, address, phone number and a brief description of why you 
would like to see them honored to: 

Hall of Fame Inductee 
321 Village Dr. 
Lansing, MI 48911-3760 

Also state your name, address and phone number (home & work) in case we have to 
contact you for further information The deadline is November 15, 1999 Contact Jim 
Easterling if you have questions at (517) 887-0459 
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Five grab gold at 'I999 National Doubles Tournament 

I b y  Chris Cole 

"Revenge is a dish best se~ved 
cold " 

Ricardo Montalban as Khan 
in the classic movie, Star Trek II: The 
Wrath o f  Khan 

It was exactly revenge that Claire 
f iuse  and Sandy White had in mind 
heading into their Women's 35+ A/B 
match against #1 seeds Paula McDer- 
mott and Claudia Sisti from Harris- 
burg, PA Not only had McDermott/ 
Sisti already won the Women's 45t- 
Gold earlier in the day, but they had 
also beaten Claire and Sandy last year 
in this very same tournament in the 
semi-finals It was not a match recol- 
lection that sat well with either of 
them, 

"'Ihey play a very slow, patient style, 
almost boring Lots of ceiling balls 
and touch shots fioni deep court," re- 
called Sandy Her partna agreed, "we 
had to stay fbcused the whole match 
because we knew they were just going 
to play their same style and it was up 
to us to heat them at their own game" 

Game one went to McDermottiSisti, 
but it was a fairly close one of 15-10 
Game two was an absolute war as the 
Pennsylvania team blew our of the 
gate trying to make it a double Gold 
medal day fbr themselves Ihey were 
up 11-4 before Claire and Sandy 
righted the ship and roared back to tie 
the score 14-14 Facing match point, 
they survived two long rallies to get a 
chance at sending it to a breaker 
Claire saved the day thee stxaight 
times on the other team's second serve 
with fantastic retxieves of balls that 
very easily could have died Her hus- 
tle led to a forehand rollout from cen- 
ter court by Sandy and the two were 

Ihe tie-breaker was never in doubt 
"Sandy lolled out the first point and I 
knew we were going to win it," re- 
marked Claire True to being a team, 
Sandy said, "after the second game 
when I rolled out the first point in the 
tie-breaker, I knew the match was 
ours" Ihe fmal score was inelevant, 
but officially it ended at 11-4 Match 
and Gold Medal to Claise &use and 
Sandy White,, 
"My first thought after looking at 

Sandy, was 'I can't believe it,' then all 
of our Michigan friends went crazy 
and I knew it was true " Added her 
partner, "I was so tired that I was 
almost too drained to really get ex- 
cited It was so cool though how our 
friends reacted up above the court " 
Indeed, Sandy had played her Mixed 

30+ bronze medal match at 9:00 a m  
and then play the Women's 35+ A/B 
match a scant twenty minutes later "I 
played nine matches in the two divi- 
sions and all but one went to tie- 
breaker I was drained " 

Claise, who started playing the sport 
late at age 28, said there were several 
fectors motivating her this year 
"Sandy and I played two divisions last 
year and lost in the semis in both 
Because of getting so close in each, I 
played doubles all summer long to 
pxepare for this tournament and 
worked out more than usual I didn't 
want to go home without a gold medal 
this time around " 

Claise still finds herself reliving mo- 
ments fiom the tournament and of- 
fered this on the reaction once she 
returned home a Champion "My hus- 
band bought me flowers and family 
members called or sent cards It was 
so awesome I didn't expect such a 
reaction from evelyone " 

Sandy, who has been playing since 
able to close out the game right after 1981, had similar feelings regading 
that their championship "It fist hit me 

when we reached the airport on Sun- 
day Ierry (Fields), Felicia (Mann), 
Stacey (Barbas), Paula (Saad) and 
Chris (Cole) were all there at the ticket 
counter As Claire and me walked up 
to the counter, they all clapped for us 
right there in the airport! People 
started lookmg around and since we 
were wearing our medals, they also 
wished us congratulations!" 

Luck is not chance - 
It's toil- 

Fortune's expensive 
smile is earned 

Bob Crravelyn and John Coaker en- 
tered their Men's 45+ AIB final al- 
ready having eclipsed their 1998 finish 
after their first match "We lost first 
round last year," recalled Bob, "afte~ I 
sprained or tore a tendon ncai my 
calf " 

This time around, the #3 seeded 
RocWord residents were facing the #1 
seeds Rnss Palazzo (CT) and John 
Patalano (IU), after having made the 
final by su~viving an 11-10 tie-breaker 
in the quarters and being doun 8-2 
What could top that? 

"We started out slow in game one," 
notes John, "and got into in too late to 
catch them" Though they lost the first 
stanza, the momentum from clawing 
their way hack to 10-.15 carried over to 
game two "We bolted to a 6-0 lead 
thanks to Jolm's great serving, and 
coasted to a 15-1 win," remarked Bob, 
The breaker was neck and neck to 8-8 
as neither team could gain much of an 
advantage Palazzo and Patalano 
showed why they were seeded one as 
they took the lead briefly at 10-8 and 
then served four sets of serves for the 

Continued on page four * 



National Doubles continued,, 

match how eve^, Bob and John dug 
their spurs in and ~efused to die They 
saved the foux match points and tied it 
all even at 10.10 Game, match and 
gold medal! 
Reaction back home was simila~: 

"My W l y  me me at the airpo~t," 
John proudly exclaims, "and many of 
my friends have made a big deal about 
it " "My family was excited, while my 
friends were sutpassed that we did so 
well," echoed Bob Both were espe- 
cially su~prised when the Grand 
Rapids Press picked up on the 
USRA's press release and published a 
story on them in the Octobe~ 21 Sports 
section 
For Bob, a 25-year veteIan of the 

game, this National Iitle was a fme 
addition to his State Doubles wins with 
patners Ken Bonnett, Mike Stephens 
and Jim Santino in various senior divi- 
sions This title for John, who has 
played f'oz 13 ).cars $1 GIgary, '??is- 
consin and Michigan, goes with State 
Singles wins in Men's 40+B and 45+B 
back in 1999 and 1996, "I hadn't 
traveled out of the state to play until 
last year Now, I would like to try 
some bigge~ events ~egularly like re- 
gionals or even national singles " Bob 
concuxs on continuing with major 
events "Iom Blakeslee has men- 
tioned playing in the 50+ division with 
me & 2000 since John isn't eligible for 
two more years I plan to keep at it for 
a while since I love playing doubles 
more than singles anymore " 

Okay, no poetry is necessary for 
Michigan's othe~ gold medallist, Ron 
Pudduck You see, he has been on the 
receiving end of this gold medal thing 
befo~e In fict, this title is his 16th 
National Singles or Doubles Champi- 
onship He also has 8 inte~national 
titles in his 18 yea1 touInament career 

A former paddleball player who won 

fbu championships in that sport, Ron 
began playing ~acquetball at the age of 
46 and continues today at 64 "1 have 
cut down on the number of toulna- 
ments I play in to about fou  per yea 
Iime is important these days, with 
grandchildren and things to take case 
of around the house " 
Well, he prepared enough to win a 

gold medal with teammate Jo Kenyon 
of Florida in the Mixed 60+ and a 
silver medal in Men's 60+ with Bobby 
Sanders "I enjoy playing doubles 
more these days than I used to and its 
fun to play with Jo She's had a hip 
replacement and does great just to get 
a~ound the couxt " 
In the Men's 60s, Ron and partner 

Bobby were seeded fist having won 
the division last year They ficed #2 
seeds Paul Banales and Tom Moore, 
whom they jumped on immediately in 
last yeas's final winning in two 
saaight Iurnabout is fair play - 
"'They started out strong this year and 
did to us what we did to them It was 
over quickly " 
Besides being an avid player Ron is 

giving back to the sport He is the 
curlent Pxesident of the NMRA, Na- 
tional Masters Racquetball Associa- 
tion, and when heaing him talk about 
the NMRA, it is cleasly a labor of' love 

"We have three events each yea1 
Ihe  fast one is in February and its held 
in Fountain Valley, Califbrnia while 
the second one will be hosted by Rac- 
quetPower down in Jacksonville, 
Florida OUI biggest one will be the 
International Masters Championships 
in July to be held at the US Air Foxce 
Academy in Colorado Springs " 

To be eligible one bas to be 45 years 
or older If you are interested in fmd- 
ing out more infb~mation about the 
National Masters Racquetball Associa- 
tion, please feel f~ee  to give Ron a call 
at the NMRA hotline: (734) 426- 
7522 
Congratulations to all who repIe- 

sented Michigan so well! 



Racquetball Association of Michigan 
presents the 

1999 RNM STATE DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS 
December 4 & 5, 1999 

at the 

Total Sports Club 
40501 Productlon Dr , Harrison Twp , MI 

Directors: lorn Blakeslee (810) 468-2'78'7 and Lou Ellen Fecher (810) 658-8097 

Fees: $25 00 pet persod$50 00 per teadper event $15 00 per per sodsecond event 
Non-USRA members add $20 00 FREE SECOND EVENT IF YOU RENEW 

YOUR USRA MEMBERSHIP! 

USRA Sanctioned: Yearly USRA membership required. USRA Rules willprevail. Twogames to 15, 
tiebreaker to 11. 

Trophies and Awards: Trophies will be awarded to first and second place winners in divisions with draws 
of at least eight Semi plaques will be awarded in full (draw of 16) divisions only Each enbant will receive 
a complimentary sweatshirt or fleece shirt (to be determined) 

Starting times: Play begins on Saturday, December 4, 1999 Divisions are limited to draws of 1 6  Call the 
club Friday, December 3, 1999 after 10:00 AM fo~.  starting times NO F~iday play, Effbrts will be made to 
reduce Sunday play.. 

ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 1,1999 

Name Partner I 

Address Partner 2 

City Zip Code Club Afiiiation - 
Date of Birth Phone (days) (evenings) 

Sweatshirt size (circle one) M L XL XXL* 
'please enclose $2 00 forXYL 

I !'we c-eoipa,ar  ? lo f iAr8ard ma 12 El?/ Fee - 
RAM STATE DOUBLES CdAhlPIONSdlPS JSRA 

I 3152 S Henderson Rd 
Davison, MI 48423 

Extra XXL: - 
Total: - 

Waiver clause: I hereby for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, waive 
and release any and all claim for damages I may have against RAM, the host club, 
tournament staff and their agents, for all injuries suffered by me in conjunction with 
my participation in this tournament 

Signature Date 
guardian signature if over / 8  

DIVISIONS 
circle correct choicedima hvo events ! I 

MENS WOMENS 

Open 25+ 408 60+ 
A 30A 45A Mixed Open 
B 308 458 Mixed A 
C 35A 50A Mixed B 
D 358 508 Mixed C 

40A 55+ Mixed D 
Divisions may be combinedifiass 

than 8 teams enter a division 

Alternate Division 



JOIN THE RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION OF MICHIGAN 
Membersh~p includes 

'Membership card, USRA official rule book, travel and equipment discounts 
'USRA medical, life and liabiiity insurance at sanctioned events 
'Four issues of the RAM newsletter, The Racquetball Reoorter 

'Six issues of the USRA national publication, Racquetball Maqazine 
'RAM sanctioned tournament entry forms mailed to your home 

*Eligibility to piay in ail sanctioned tournaments and receive state and national ranking points 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
SUPPORT T H E  U S  NATIONAL TEAM DONATiONS TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

I DATE OF BIRTH I HOME PHONE 

- $2000 Adult competitor - $1 5 00 ~ u n i o r  'Competitor 
- $1000 Junior Competitor (without Racquetball Magazine subscription) 

$1500 Racquetball Magazine subscription only 

M A I L  T O :  R A M ,  3152 S.. HENDERSON RD.,, DAVISON, MI 48423 

3152 S Henderson 
Davison, MI 48423 


