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Tour News

New Orleans Summer Cooler
Each year when New Orleans Elmwood Fitness Center
welcomes the top pros and the south's best amateurs to
New Orleans, it is both the official start of the pro tour
season, and the unofficial start of racquetball season in
general. As this year's event kicked off again in early
August, [ was reminded just how amazing Elmwood
really is, how good the pros really are, and how much
tun it is to enter the time of year when more and more
players set aside their golf clubs, fishing poles, and soft-
ball gloves in favor of their racquets. As tournament
director Al Schof and company teamed up with Miller
Lite and Coca Cola for this year's "Cooler," the action
was anything but "cool."

The event itself saw the introduction of the new IRT
schedule format, playing all qualifiers and early rounds
on Thursday, the sixteens and quarters on Friday, semis
on Saturday, and the final on Sunday. With so much
play on Thursday, it was easy to catch some great action
most anytime ... especially when former pro national
champs Ruben Gonzalez and Drew Kachtik were both
playing in the qualifiers! Both reached the opening
round easily, but Gonzalez had a bit more trouble with
#16 Dan Llacera in the first round, extending to five
before a Gonzalez win. Kachtik found even more trou-
ble as #11 seed Rocky Carson closed him out in the
fourth game. Familiar faces on the IRT from years past,
Todd O'Neil and Scott Reiff came out of the qualifying
round to post first round wins against #15 seed Kelly
Kerr and #13 seed Mike Locker respectively.

Aside from the surprise of seeing several familiar names
in the draw for the qualifiers, another oddity was seeing
former national champ Andy Roberts coming in with a
#9 seed. Now I'm checking to see when Roberts was last
outside the top eight. My guess is that it has been at
least ten years, representing one of the most solidly
consistent careers in the history of the tour.

After a relatively easy first round, California's Adam
Karp sent him packing in what has to be one of only a
very few three game, second-round losses of Robert's
life. In the next round, Karp enjoyed the distinction of
taking the first game from reigning National Champion
Sudsy Monchik — in five straight events! Smart money
says keep an eye on Karp. Still young
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but now a seasoned tour veteran, | see a pivotal year
coming for the number five ranked pro.

Tim Doyle looks to have regained some of the power of
his youth, eliminating #10 seeded Dan Fowler, and
taking a game from Cliff Swain in the following round.
California's John Ellis and Washington's "Big D" Derek
Robinson fought through a tough four-gamer that saw
Ellis come out on top of what must have seemed to
them like a replay of their practice days as teammates
on the Southwest Missouri State collegiate team. Still,
the closest and most entertaining match of the event
was the five-gamer that saw #4 Jason Mannino and #5
Mike Guidry battle neck-and-neck in the quarters.

The now-so-familiar Monchik vs. Swain final was just
what the crowd wanted in New Orleans. However most
of the battle for this epic rivalry would be left until later
days as Monchik kept the former champ frustrated and
closed him out in three quick games. I really thought
the top four pros had already gotten about as good as
they were going to get, but if New Ortleans is any indi-
cation, look for them to squeeze even more from one
another this year in the heat of battle. Karp and
Robinson have the potential to play at that level as
well. And now healthy and focused, Guidry and Doyle
have both been in the top four and seem ready to
return to top of the heap. At any rate, the heat at the
New Orleans Cooler showed signs of one of the best
ever IRT seasons ahead.

Stockton Coors Light Pro Am

A seventeen-year-old Labor Day tradition, the Stockton
event has been a mainstay on the IRT since the dawn of
the Yellen vs. Hogan rivalries of the early eighties.
While presidents have come and gone, fashion and
popular music have changed with each season, and the
economy today seeming as different from 1982 as night
and day, In-Shape Sports at Westlane's Coors Light Pro-
AM has continued to be a showcase for the best athletes
in professional sports.

In addition to the familiar pros that return at summer's
end each year, Stockton enjoys the added advantage of
welcoming California's best young players. The players
that emerge from this, the largest and most intense
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Genevieve Brodeur, PQ; 2. Janine Kelly &
Leah Mortenson, SK.

E-Mail Dis ® In the Pan American Games
quarterfinal, ten-time Canadian national
champ and defending World Champion
Sherman Greenfeld, defeated his junior
teammate, Kane Waselenchuk, 11-8 in
the tiebreaker. Earlier in the season, the
left-hander had managed an upset win
over Greenfeld at the Canadian
Nationals, and Sherman had been
nagged by the loss. Even worse?
Apparently, Waselenchuk had celebrated
his upset win by registering the email
address: “IbeatSherman@hotmail.com.”

EUROPE

10th European Championships/7th
European Masters Championships

After a memorable official opening, with
school kids and many locals in traditional
clothing, the men’s team competition
at the 10th European Championships
commenced in a round-robin format
with seven national teams competing.

The German men’s team led the field
undefeated.The lIrish team shocked
everyone by scoring one more win than
the team from the Netherlands to take
second place, while the French team
came in fourth. The Belgium, Swiss and
Italian teams finished in fifth, sixth and
seventh place, respectively. The Swiss
team’s return to competition marked its
first appearance at the European
Championships in seven years.

In women'’s singles competition, Daphne
Wannee of the Netherlands and Renate
Hoenig of Germany comfortably won
their round-robin matches. Only Yvonne
Kortes, the local favorite, was able to
produce stiff competition. In the final,
the two most experienced women,
Wannee and Hoenig, met for the cham-
pionship title. The Dutch favorite won
the first game with fierce shots, mainly
from backcourt, and in the second
game, cruised past Hoenig to capture
her first European Championship.

After the men'’s team event, the men’s
singles and doubles competition started,
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as well as masters play. Fabian Balmori
was granted permission to play in the
men’s open competition without protest
from any of his fellow competitors, then
breezed through the tournament to
meet Germany'’s Joachim Loof in the
final. Their match was a perfect demon-
stration of high-standard racquetball,
however Balmori was never in danger
of losing the match. Due to Balmori’s
inability to officially compete for Spain
until his 18-month suspension is
complete, Loof was named the official
European champion for the fourth-
straight time. The match for third place
between Germans Trevor Hayter and
Martin Klippel was an exciting one. After
being down 9-1 in the tiebreaker, Hayter
battled back to win 11-10.

In the masters competition, all repre-
sented countries in all categories won
awards, however the Germans’ earned
the largest haul, capturing four first-place
and five second-place awards.

10th European Championships

7th European Masters Championships
July 20-24, 1999: Bad Toelz, Germany
Men’s Open: Fabian Balmori (ESP) def.
Joachim Loof (GER) 15-10/15-11 (*Due to
Balmori’s ineligibility to play for Spain until
his 18-month suspension is completed, Loof
is the official winner of the men’s open
singles, over Trevor Hayter of Germany).
Women'’s Open: Daphne Wannee (NED) def.
Renate Hoenig (GER) 15-8/15-7. Men’s
Doubles:  Loof/Hayter  (GER)  def.
Klinke/Droege (GER) 15-6/15-13. European
Masters — Men’s 30+: Philippe Lecomte
(FRA) def. Olaf Gerullis (GER) 15-7/15-7.
Men’s 35+: Torsten Krieger (GER) def. Bjorn
Jensen (GER) 15-12/11-15/11-9. Men's 40+:
Frank Fekete (HUN) def. Tobjorn Paulsen
(GER) 15-1/15-9. Men’s 45+: Willi Wenzel
(CER) def. Manfred Kaiser (SWI) 15-4/8-15-
/11-5. Men’s 50+: Karel Matla (NED) d.
Bernhard Treutner (GER) Forfeit. Men’s
Doubles 30+: Krieger/Gerullis (GER) d.
Jensen/Ludwig (GER) 15-11/15-9. Men’s
Doubles 40+: Wenzel/Kortes (GER)
Hehemann/Matla (NED) 15-2/15/7. Team
Standings (Men): 1. Germany, 2. Ireland,
3. Netherlands, 4. France, 5. Belgium, 6.
Switzerland, 7. ltaly.

Gemini Open Results

Zoetermeer: June 12-13, 1999

Men's Open: 1. Trevor Hayter (Germany);
2. Martin Klippel (Germany); 3. Pascal Matla
(The Netherlands); 4. Patrick Hanley (Ireland);

consolation: Peter de Jong (The Netherlands).
Men’s B: 1. Daphne Wannee (The
Netherlands); 2. Paul Devos (Belgium)

3. Rene Hehemann (The Netherlands); 4.
Eric mc Guirre (USA); consolation: Jan
Bucholz (Germany). Doubles Open: 1.
Klippel/Hanley  (Germany/Ireland); 2.
Hayter/Scholz (Germany); 3. Wannee/Matla
(The Netherlands); 4. Jensen/Bebia
(Germany).

16th Hamburg Open 1999

October 8-10: Hamburg, German
Men'’s Open: 1. Achim Loof (GER); 2. Pascal
Matla (NED); 3. Mike Mesecke (GER).
Women'’s Open: 1. Yvonne Kortes (GER); 2.
Aldona Piec (GER); 3. Martina Lang (GER).
Doubles Open: 1. B. Jensen/P. Matla
(CER/NED); 2. A. Loof/}. Sattler (GER); 3. V.
Arcouette/|. Ludwig (USA/GER). Men’s B: 1.
Michelle Veeken (NED); 2. Gisbert Gode
(GER); 3. Karel Matla (GER). Men’s C: 1.
Yvonne Kortes (GER); 2. Thorbjérn Paulsen
(GER); 3. Daniel Seidel (GER). Seniors 35+:
1. Bjorn Jensen (GER); 2. Vincent Arcouette
(USA); 3. Jorg Ludwig (GER).

French Open ¢ The 2000 French Open
Racquetball Championships will be held
in Paris, January 16-17. For online details,
go to: http://assoc.wanadoo.fr/racquet-
ball.plus/

SOUTH AMERICA

Team Trades ® After months of appeals
and negotiations, Fabian Balmori and
Ramona Vonondarza have been traded
from the Venezuelan Racquetball Team.
Earlier this year, the Venezuelan
Racquetball Federation had denied
Balmori’s international transfer request
to compete for Spain and an appeal was
made to the Executive Committee of the
IRF, which convened during the Pan
American Games. The IRF committee
also denied Balmori’s immediate trans-
fer, and imposed an 18-month suspen-
sion which will clear Balmori in time for
the World Championships in Mexico
in 2000. Vonondarza, who represented
the Venezuelan team at the 1998 World
Championships, was officially released
from her duties with the Team when her
transfer to Germany was approved by
the IRF, effective July 15. Both players
expressed gratitude for the support
offered them by the Venezuelan national
team in recent years, while looking
forward to their new “assignments.”
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