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MRA and MARA
form NEW RAM

Effective July.24; 1984, -Michigan -now

. has. only ofle sfafe -wide association

to govern- ity acquefball activities.
The RACQUETBALLTASﬁOC]ATION OF MICHIGBN
or RAM, formed as & result of the ..
merger befween: the Michigan Rasguetball
Association (MRA) and the Michigan
Amateur, Racquetbal | Association (MARAD
is now the state affiliate 1o the
AARA. | As.a state affiliate,. RAM will
be bringing to the Michigan racquet-
vall populace an expanded variefy.of
both new and old programs throughout’
1584-85%.

P 2 L
As @ yesult of e formation of RAM,
gene from Michigan will be both. fhe.
" MRA-ahd. MARA. :
organizations believe This. step will
provide thé most . for +the Michigan
player ‘in- the forms of tangible bener
fits and quallty programs. The new
Board of Directors of RAM now numbers
19 and consists of all directors from
the old MRA.and old MARA boards.
(s¢e page 3) These dedicated individ-
uals.have made a commifiment to the
Michigan-player, through the formation
of RAM, 1o continue and to expand the
high quality programs that currentiy.
exist in thls state and to be réspon—
sive to the needs ofall involved
In racquetball in Michigan.

The strength of the new RAM association
is three-fold. First and foremost
will be the combined support of all
Michigan. players working in one common
diraction. This should take a giant
step in erasing the negativism that
has existed in the past and should
allow for. more eooperaf;on and sharing
of ideas. The second strength of
This new association is the dedication
of the Board of Directors in providing
quality programs, activities, and
benefits.~ This was one of the major
conditions that al'owed .the merger
to.take place, Each. sgt of Directors
feit very strongly that ail of the
programs in existance were quality
Type and should be continled. Along.
this similar vein of thought.is fhe
third strength of the new association.
That strength is the actual continua- .
tion of all existing programs prev;ou5~
ly carried out by both the MRA and
the MARA. With your support as membets
and through the continuation of these
programs, we totally belleve that we
can become the premier state affiliate
in the United States.

- Board.members: of. both .. Lu

- As the first step toward the.centin-
uation on the existipg programs, RAM
hasg, formed commlffeeg on different
aspects of the'gine. These committees
whll atlow for mere discussion and

. more 1deas and cpinions on each topic
To be volced. [f you have an inter-
esT. in working with one of these
committess during 198485, please-
contact the individuals |isted aT

. up coming Tournamen+5

WDmen R Comm|++ee - Cafhy
FFEdEF\CkSOﬂ

g TournamenT Sanc+|0n/Gr|evance
CommlfTee =~ Didnne Driver’

Tournament Commitiee — Eob :
Szuch

4; Junior Commiffee - Roy Nhf+e

5. Ranking Cemmitfes - Judy Gonyea/
- Tom Blakeslee

6. MNewsietter — Bob Wilhelm

7. Retarse Committes —:lim"Hiser7
Iim Eastarling

S‘ Puslic RelaTioné Cohmi?fee -
Larry Cole -

9. lnTercoJiegiéte-Commiffee -
. Matt Klein

10.  Stzfe Championships Commitiee -
Jim Hiser/Jim Easterling/
Diante Druver

In the discusslons to enact a merge
both the MRA and MARA :Boards fiade
concessions &n philosaphy, ddeas
and working styles. Therefére, you
you will note in this new RAM a
blend of concepts end ideas from
‘both groups. Some things will stay
the same and There WI|1 -be some -
:.changes

Deallng first wt*h some of the changes
which have.resulted from the merger .
This year there-wil! be anly one
state singles and one state doubles
champlonship. These tournaments will
be sanctioned by.the AARA and be
conducted in accordance with the
natianal rules. The Penn Bali will
be the official vall of both state
championships. The State Singles
Championship sanctioned by RAM/AARA

Board

Ancther- chahge’wrr: be ‘that there
" wild be-only one.state-wide” ranking -
" system and that all sanctioned

P

merge

Will be field on-April 19-21, 985 -

at the Mt. Clemens RacqueTbaIl “Club

in Mt Clamens, Michigan., The State
Doubles Championship, which by The

way wil{ be doubles only, wil) be -

held on March 22-24, :|985 at the

Dearborn Athletic Club in Dearborn, Y
Mlch|gan

Anofher change as a result of this
merger wlll be that there wili orly
be one state newsletter:: Both the
Service Line and the Racglethall
Reporter will cease and the pubilica-
tion will have a new name dnd wil{
comblne ali the news carrled i

tournaments will be a part of this
system. This means that for all

" divisions, players of the riew Mich-

igan- Champlionship Series and players
of the Super 7 wil! receive an

equal ranKing. Also, Those players
who compete outside the state will
have their resulfs placed in the
national AARA ranking-system.

As for things.that will stay the
samg and probably of moest Interest
to. fhe Service Line readers will be
the tournament.series. The old

MRA Series will now be the Michigan
ChampionshipSeries. This Series
will be run by a Tournament Committee
of the RAM Board of Directors. The
majority of people on +his Tourna-

ment Committee will be members of

dne Gfd MRA, TThIs new Series of

“itournaments will be the same high
" quality as lastyear's series, but

will just have a new nams.

Another program that will exist in
its same.format is Team Michigan.
The program .for supperting junior
play and getting juniors to regional
and national tournaments is heartily
endorsed by all,

A change for.some and not for others
wili be the sanctioning dues for
this state. No Jfonger will there
exist both a.MRA sanctioning feé of
$5 “and a MARA/AARA .sanctioning fee
of '36. MNow there will be one fee
good for a year from fthe Time you
join for 36 called the RAM/AARA

(continue .on Page 5)




‘Page 2

‘MY SIDE OF
THE COURT
7 -Bob  Szuch

As-some of you already know, *he MRA
has merged with the MARA. This merger
has formed our new state assoclation,
calted RAM, - THE RACQUETBALL ASSOCIA-
TION OF MICHIGAN will strive to serve
the total racquetball population of the
state. | hope-you will continue to.
support us and glve us your valuable
input. .

This wiil- be +he last issue of the
MRA "Service-L'ine." | would like to
thank all of you who helped to make
it the best newsleltter in the state.
| was proud t& have started the ,
"Service Line!" and will hate to see
it go. 1 also want fo thank.all of.
you whe claimed o have enJoyed Ty
Side of the Court." If always sur-
prised me, when. somgone said, "Bob,
! really enjoyed your column!™ .~

As a result of the merger-—my ferm
as President will expire early. |
want to thank alf the MRA Board for .
thelr support throughoud the last

15 months. | have never worked with -~
a finer group and 1 know theisr fnflu-
ence wili be appreciated on the. new
RAM Board. | zlways felT honored

+hat these fine people selected me as -
thelr President. | wlll miss that.
However, | do iptend to-serve on. the
RAM Board--and who knows--maybe sgme
day? Thank you all. :

Now down. to business. A committee of .
RAM - Boatr'd members will continue to

run the MRA Series of fournaments,

which will be called the Michigan

- Champlonship Series. -~ These “toutnaments -
wiil be run basical ly by last year's

MRA Board members and wili be sanctloned
by both the new RAM and AARA. This
series will maintain its same high
quality and afford all racquetball
players a fine weekend. I want to
thank all of the players for their
support last year and i fook forward

to seeing you at many stops this year-

There will be some changes to the
Series this year. The scoring format
wil] be The first change. The games
will be fo [5, I3, I, replacing the
old 21, 21, Il. The second change
will be the offering of conselation

at every stop and consolafion wiltl be
The best two of three games to -}l
points. There will alsc be new dlvis=
ions added both for the junior and
the adult player. Perhaps the most
noticeabie will be the Novice division.
This divislion is only for those people
who™ have NEVER won: any mateh in' ANY
TOURMAMENT. Please be honest about
entering this division!! If you've
won a mateh or piay a tot-at your
club, enter the D-divislon. For our
new.age group divisions, these must
have a minimum of 8 peoplé to be run,
s¢ remember to |ist a second choice

on your tournament appllcation.  You
may also enter Z divisions this. year,

so check the application for information.

Also, the AARA rules witl apply in
this series. This WELL include the
new foot fault rule! Coming out in
-September will be a new up-dated
AARA Rule Book:. Also, This vear all
series players will become a part
of the AARA National

(Continued on Page 3}

ON THE RECORD

—Larry Cole, Past President - & E -

of the defunct MARA

As can be read in other parts of this
news |etter +he MARA and MRA have
joined together to better promote the
sport of racquetball. This merger is
the frultien of great efforts by mem-—
bers of both boards.  ‘The negotiations
al lowad dlfferences i ph"osophy and
work style “to.be worked olf.. The new -
organizatlon .Is the Racqlietbatl
Association of Michigan (RAM). The
ofticars are as follows: Presideny -
Bob Wilhelm; Vice-President - lLee
Frederickson; Secretary - Larry Cole,
and Treasurer - Dlanne Drlver o

The racquefball player in Mlchigan
will benefit because of the mergar.
Now all energies will be in +he same
direction, without negativism. 'In

order o have qua!ify Fournaments

" hetp racquetbal | can only become

plus growing programs with juniors,
women and referees two organizations

-were needed: to allow the diverse par- ;
-sonalities to do what they did best.

Now, however, is the time for the
combined efforfs of ihe twe.organiza~
tions in affillation with the AARA.
Exciting things are-happening in
racquetbal |y’ i .e " agceptance of
racquetbal |l as’a full participation
sport in-the Pan’ American Games.
Michigan Is, and wili be more so,

a. par# of that exclTemen+

Please supporT RAM as you have
supported the ftwo state ‘organtzations
that have praceedsd it. With you

bigger, better and more fun for all
fnvolved.

" RAM ook place.

FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT

T etim Ea5+erl|ng

Good NEWS"' At last the MRA and MARA
have merged. -On July 24,1984, the
first meeting of the new organiza¥ion,
Racquetbat | Assoclatien ef Michlgan,

: lac I won't go ‘info all
the-details because that is on the
front page of this -newsletter. -All

1 have to say about the merger ¥s it
will be -good forthe sport of . racguet-
ball, goocd for the-racquetbali player.

“in Mlchlgan, and 1+'5 abou+ HREREAR
timell:”

lim Hiser, who is on the National
Board of the AARA, sald "With the
formation of RAM we (Michigan) have

- more tacquetbail. programs and services

than any other state in the country ™’
! believe: that Mr..Hiser Is right,
.and [ wouid like +o 11st some of the
programs and services that were
carried out by the old MRA and.old
MARA which will-now be carried out

by the RAM Board fdr the racquetball

.player and racquetbail clubs in
Michigan.

NEWSLETTER - ‘The RAM Board of Directors
will publish quarterly cne newslatter
with articles about tournaments, rank-
Ings, explanations of new rules, pict-
ures and other articles.

RANKINGS - Now instead of two or .
three ranking systems, Tthere will be:
one state-wide system with fournament
results also being fed Info the
national system.

TOURNAMENT CLEARING HOUSE - There

has been in effect for the iast seven
or eight years & clearing house in
Michigan. Now this clearinghouse

will be more effective and efficient.
tf any ciib manager or rzcquefball
directer 1s going to have a tournament
or any specialized type of program,
+they should call the clearinghouse
and make sure that there isn't another
major event that same weekend.

AARA SANCTION - The AARA/RAM will now
continve to sanction tournaments. A
tournament that is sancTioped will

receive balls, discounts on shirts,
a-tournament packet; and their
players will receive severa! national
news letters, four stats newsletters,
a membership card and various other

PR

_dlscounfs

TOURNAMENTS - There have been for'
several years and will contlinue to
be top quality tournaments run by
the state associatfon's fournamenf :

c-committed In"Michigan.

JUNTOR CLIN\CS - There have been
several junior glinics heid state-

wide with such people as Bob Wilhelm,

RoyWhite, Chiris Cole, Tom Brownlee
and National Champion, Mike Yeilen,
to name @ few. These people have
given of their fime and expertise
To heip the yeunger players in this
state. Such clinigs will continue
to grow and expand.

LABEL'S ~-Club and player labels will
st11l be provided-fo those clubs

and. individuals wishing to host

sanctioned events:. "Such lists wili
now be larger and more comprehensive.

COURT GLUB CONNECTION - Last year
four membership.clubs in tThe Detrolt
area participated in this program

" where members of one club could

play at the other three without
paying a guest fee.

COURT CLUBS WAIVE GUEST FEES - A

‘simflar.program to the court club

connection involved over 36 membsr=

ship clubs acrcss Michigan. These

clubs allowed anyone Eiving 50 miles

away and holding a current statse

association membeérship card to play :
at their ciub without paylng & guesf . i
fee : H

REFEREE CLINICS ~ There were several
referee clinlcs held last year
throughout Michigan and so far this-
year at least three more have
already been scheduled.

{éOnfihued on Page 6)



THE GREAT OUTDOORS
—Danlei Velfh

Take heart you racqueTbal! fanaTTCS,
you can indulge your fancy of the:
flying, caroming bius ball Through
the summer months and still manage to
get somewhaT of a tan.

Three wall outdoor racqueTbaII is the
+icket to a pleasant variation of

“the indoor variety. Granted there is
a decided change in atmosphere from - -
the modern, carpeted, alir-conditioned
club with showers, whirlpoots, sSaunas,
stem rooms, and blow dryers.- Instead
you often find yourself surrounded by
concrete walls, fencirng and lots of
dandelfons. Not o mention the
softballers and handballers. ~ Once
you become accustomed to these subtie
differences, .g@long with the realliza-
tion that there really is sum and
W|nd the fun really begins.

UwﬁdeM%lsﬁem%rﬁ+M
day due fo availability of courts.
Doubles outdoors is great fun. Sinhce
thére-is no-backwall- (just & line
marked on. The cement); there 1s fiore -

room for the players. You can actually

chage (if so motivated) the ball past

the back |ing uhtil, you. smash Tnto a*_‘r'

fence or. Trip over somecne s cooler
However; be prepared f& keep runn1ng
ifiyou wipe out a feliow a?hlefe 5
cold besr in the process

The mix of parf:cipan?s is.another
unique- a++racT|on of outdoor balk..
We' || oftenhave dn age rarge of
from 15 to 65, and. Thoss ‘outside of
this range on both ends. l+‘s not
too, efitan, Tha+.yqu GEN, flnd -50 . many.-.
generaflons Togerher for & morping..
and/or affernoon of fun. S0 yeu get

matéhed Up with the "old geezer! who o

moves about as well as rush hour
traffic:  That way you have o work
harder, he doesn't have to work as
hard, -and the workout baiances outs
You also might be very surprlsed at
the sho*s these guys have developed
thanks to 30 .yearg.of handball,
paddlebal |, .and racquefball

ALl in all it's a casual aTmosphere‘
where winnlng and losing fruly-are
not very impoertant.  Afterall, it
doesn'f cost anything and for most,
time 1s rot e crucial factor.: The
married guys Feil their wives They't !
ba back in a hour and & half, but
they know (a5 does the true-!'racquet-
ball wife!} that "hour and a half'
is a code meaning four hours. The
single guys just make sure they. have
Fuwenty minutes to. gt cleaned up
before fheir dates s

4
So, nex+ Tlme the weather 1= nice
and.you-decide it might be good: for
yout body 1o get outside for awhile,
don't grab your golf ctubs (it tFakes
six years just. fo get decent), don't
grab. your Fennis racquet. (you have -
to. keep chasing your Vceiling bajls"”
into the parking lot), grab your-oid
Bandldo (that never seems to get lost)
some o)d "snaakers", a jug of water
and/or six . pack, and a jounge chair if
you plan. an-e$pecially casual affer-.
noon. -You'll have lost of fun,.meet
people, and keep your game: In fune

(M- iHen by Daniel Veith of M.
Clemefis, Michigan. ‘Thanks Pan!it)

Page 3

RULES REVIEW

-Bob Szuch

Recenfly, much conversaflon has been
directed as fo“when a player may
appeal a call by a referse. - | feal
that one basic rule of thumb should
apply. That is, the player should
appeal imgediately upon completicn
of any rally. A player dees not
have the right to-leave the court
after calling a time-out; asking his
friends for advice as to whether to
appeal or not. The referee calls
Them as he sees them, when they
happen. He is not expected fo remem-
berr plays after a time-out or after
a hreak betwesn games. 3o, players

“shou'ld always appeal’ immediately’

after a faulty serve of a dlspuTBd
-rally

" THIS YEAR ANY BACK LINE FOST FAULT

WILL RESULT -IN A SIDE-QUTI! 1 know
that this 1s quite contreversial,
tut it is designed to heip the referee
in those miatches in:which a server
lobs to the receiver. Thé idea of
this ruling.is to suppert that Tdea
+hat no cail sheuid work to the
benefit of the server. Without this
rule, the server whefi he knew fhat
his lob wouid result in a plum for
the receiver would intentionally
foot fault +o nullify the serve.
Thus, thé server was bending the
rules to his benefit and putting

*he receiver at a disadvantage.

_Though: this -was passed with much

discussion, watch for it o be
called by referees this year.

-‘RAM BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Wlth the -formation of the new Racquet-

bal [ Association of Michigan (RAM),
the following people are the new

'anrd'of DlreCTors for this aSSOCIa—

G&FY Doty, Radiation
: zIE Gotilieb), Dianne Driver
and Ilm Easterling; from. the Detroilt

!“area - ‘Bob, §2uchk, Ted Dutcher, Jim
Emersor, | Larry Reberts and Tom Blakeslee;

" angd” from-the Flint area - Bob Wilheim,
Larry Cole, Jady Gonyea, Bill Hall

its offlcers ifor: the |984-85 yéar:
Presnden+ - Bob Wilhelm

Yice President ~ Lee Frederickson

‘Secretary .« Larry Cole
Treasyrer 7 Dianne Driver

) Wi%h thé?ﬁéip and support of ail of
‘the members of the old MRA and MARA,

we totally believe that RAM will be
+he foremost racquetball association
in the United States; and people

- Trom all over:will be looking to

Michigan for new [deas and innovative
programs!!!!!r

53 meeflng on July 24 Cihe Finally, 1° hope 6 soe all o you

- RAM elecfed the fallowing pecple as

MY SIDE OF THE COURT
(CONT)

ranking system. You will also be a
part of the tota! Michigan ranking
system.  The MRA rankings have already
been converted to this system and

‘we will strive to make every. attempt

at = new, fair, workable raiking
system. However, one rule of thumb
for this Series of fournaments witl
remain the same—-if you'win'a division
vou must play in the next higher
division until-you lose in the first
round twice. We feel this is the
fairest selution for the rest of the
players in the div15|on that you hEVe
already beaTEn

at Petoskey:In September-—the entry -
form for this tournament is Inciuded
with the newslietter. | can guaran-
tee that this will be one fine week-
end and our hosts in Petoskey will

do every thing to make your stay

more enjoyable. As usual there will
probably be +hat Infamous beach party
on Saturday evening--so watch out for
strangers in the roag by the condos.
Thank you fer your support and it

has been a pleasure to serve you

for the past 15 menths.” 1 am listed
as a tournament director for Petoskey
so please no callstilitl

*

schedules

Pasépon photos

: i H Petoskey, M148770
t—-— 616 347-8122

Andrew Kan’l‘ravel Service Inc.
At Your Service

Quote the [owest air fares and

Book hotel resetvations
Arrange world-wide tours & cruises
Free flight insurance

Reserve rental cars and more. ..
all in minutes with.our Sabre Computer

CALL TOLL EREE: 1-800-845-9730
Since 1939  Parsonal Service Wherever You Go

5 Pennsylvania Plaza 135 East Front Street
Traverse City MI49684
616'946‘}690 n.....ww-J

-\

‘ GFFiciAL”SPONsoR O THE MICHIGAN CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
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- 1984-85 MICHIGAN
CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES

The Tournameni Committee of The,new
RAM association is. pleased. to announce
the 1984-85 MICHIGAN CHAMPIONSHIP.
SERIES, sponsored by AMP Volt. - The
Teurnament Committee under .the jeader—
ship of Bob Szuch has put fogether

a saries with stops throughout all -
of Michigan. This Serles again tThig
year will: contain at least one and
pbssibly fwa prize money events —
Grand Rapids and Muskegon. [1 will
also have as offshoots twoe doubles
only tournaments —-- one in Grand
Raplds in November and-one in the
Detroit area in-January. . (Watch

for fur+her infdrmafion on doubles} -

Based ‘or 'its predecessor Yhe MRA
State Championship Series, the.
MICHIGAN CHAMPIONSHIP SEREES .is still
designed to accommodate the amateur
player. . You will see many of the
same faces at the tournament desks
this year and most of The rules will
femain the same. A few of the changes
you wili note is that fhis year's
Series consists of only seven tourna—
ments, . The State.Singles Championship
and the State Doubles Championship

- while not an actual.part of the

Series will stitl be a culmination

of the Series next Spring. Tha State |
Champlonships instead of being part

of the Series.wil} be the OFFICIAL
AARA STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS . and therefore
wiil be a responsibility of the entire
RAM Board.

- The. new features of the MICHIGAN
CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES will include first

. and foremost a new scoring system.
The scering system for all tournaments
will be 15, I35, Il with consolation
games best two~of three to 14 po|n+s
The Scoring format was changed for
two reasons. The first being It will
now alfow us fo offer consolation at
every tournament stop this year,
including some of the smaller clubs.
Secondly 1t will allow us to include
the optlon for people to play in more
than ohe divisien. :

Tha+'s rIghT for all you conSQ]aTIon
buffs, tThere will be conscletion at
avery stop This year. The codsojation
games will be the best fwo of three
to 11 poinis. We will strive in our
court schedule fto get some of The
censolation matches played late on
Friday evening. .

Also, you will be able fo play in two
divisions this year. These division
combiinations must be an age division,
such-as:Senfors, Masters,  juniors,

or Veterans-and one skill .division,
such as A, B, C, or D or Open,: We

will make ewery .attempt to -not sched-=

ule maiches back-fo-back, but in The
event Fhis:bécomes a nacessity, you
shou'ld plan 16 play back—fo—back
matches.-

Another new. feafure Fo the MICHIGAN
CHAMPIONSH]P SERIES -wi I; be ‘I‘ha‘r H

is now sancflcned by RAM/AARA This
means that Fthere will be no old 35
MRA dues. . instead, as with any

AARA sanctioned event you must he

an. AARA memberto participate.

Your AARA membership will. aflow you
o play.in any MICHIGAN CHAMP1ONSHEP
SERIES event, any Super 7 event

plus any RAM sanctioned event

Please for the help of our fourna-

ment ditvectors, i you already are
ah AARA member bring your:membership
card to the check-Tn desk at the
tourpamentz . 1f .you join the RAM/
AARA at The upceming Davison Pro
SYop, ‘please bring your recelpr
with you to your-next: tournament
check=-in desk. - if you don™f have
your card .or .your receipt and we
can't find your name-on fhe computer
priot-out you will be asked fo pay

_anofher $5 sancIlon fee""

We never

talk over
your ;Songse

1984 85

El

MICHIGAN CHAMPIOI\ISHIP SERIES

SEPTEMEER. 14~ 16, 1984 --~ PETOSKEY, MICHIGAN
LITTLE TRAVERSE RACQUET CLUB -

OCTOBER 12-14, 1984 ~--- BRIGHTON, MICHIGAN
WOODLAND RACQUET CLUB
RACQUETBALL PLUS

" DECEMBER /-9, 1984 =-- GRAND BLANC MICHIGAN
- GRAND BLANG COURT CLUB )

DIANUARY tl=13, 1985 —== BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN
. OAKLAND™ RACQUET cLus :

FEBRUARY 8-10 1985 —— MUSKEGON MICHIGAN
MEBA HEALTH & WELLNESS CENTER

MARCH |-3, 1985 —-=- SOUTHGATE, MICHIGAN
" ZODIAC RACQUET CLUB

NOVEMBER 9-11, 1984 ~-- GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

Listen to WJFM for the best
contemporary music-and more oidies.

For the information you need and the j
music you like keep your FM .dialon 93.7.
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'MICHIGAN CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES (CONT)

Mithigan Champlonship Serles entry .
fees will remain at 320 again this
year and at 315 for the junior divi-
sions. The entry fee for. those
playing in fwo divisions, will be _
$35, $20 for the first diviston and
$15 for the second division. ;

The ‘Michigan Champlonship Seriss will
also featurs a couple of new divisions
this year. There will be a Novice
division for both men and women.. The

Intent on this division Ts to encourege ;.

non-tournamsnt players to enter and
iry playing in a fournament. It Is
for those who have never won .any
match In any fournament. Another. new
division T1s Veterans A and Veterans
" B. B and below players are eligible
" for Veterans B and A and Open players
must play Yeterans A. To run these
divisions al} need a minTmum of 8
people, so -make. sure you list a
second cholca.of dlvl51on on. your,
entry form .

The. Junjer divisions.-have also been -

realigred this year. The divisions”

will be |2 & Under, 14 & Under, 1§

& Under.and {7 & Under. Thé reason

for 17 & Under was-the ides that

17 year olds "should still;:be:allowad.. -
. to play a junior diVision and “those

18 and older should play in adul+

d|v15|ons

-,Now for: almost - everypne s maJor quesf—

Fion -~ What about rankings? ~The.
.Mncb:gan Lhempionship. Series fourna~
ments will now be part of the state—
wide ranking system and part of the
naticnal AARA ranking system. This
state-wide system is-currently under
review, but in the past -has started
over every year. For the Petoskey
tournament of the Michigan Champion-
ship Series, all players wlll be
seeded according Yo ¥he final rankings
of ‘the 1983-84 seascn as converted
To the AARA system (see page 7-for
the top 10.in each division.) The
Michigan Championship -Series witl
still require that-all division
winnérs and those who reach the finals
fwice must move up to the next higher
division. . Also, in effect will be
The rule - thatiyou must lose in the
higher- division first. round twice
before you can' drop ‘back down.

Remember +he same poilc:es on no pﬁone
entries, no refunds. after the draw,
and losers must ref alf still apply.

So all, in all, lock for:some new :
rules, sama old faces and lots of
fun and excitement as the new
MICHIGAN. CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES Kicks .
off - the’ I984—85 season on September
14-16 aF Fhe L|++le Travarse Racaquet
Club in PeToskey

MICHIGAN CHAMP!ONSHIP SERIES chxs OFF
. 1984:35 AT PETOSKEY

the MICHIGAN CHAMP%ONSHIP SERIES k!cks !

TraveFSe.RacqueT Clib ln'PéTéskey h
on September ‘14-16, 1984, " Sponsored
by AMF Voit, KHQ, "and Kan Travel

Service Inc., this tournament promises

to be one of excitement ‘and fun for
all. Thd Little Traverse Racquet-
Club features eight racquetball courts
il with back-wall glass as well ‘as
indoor and eutdoor Fennis. courts

Housing for the Petoskey Tournament
wili again be at the Harbor’ Cove
Condominiums. This is .a nice plus
for this tournament. ~Harbor Cove .’
teatures an outdoor swimming pool-
as weli.as a short walk to the -beach
on the Little Traverse Bay.  All of-
the 2-bedrcom and larger condeminums
feature microwave ovens, washers,
dryers and at least one fireplace.
With such great héusing and Petdskey
being only minutes away from Mackinaw
"City and of course Mackinac Island,
the tournament s a great excuse for
a northeri Michigan vacation thls
fall.

Check the dates and .prices for the
condeminiums ion the enclosed entry
form for the Petoskey -tournament., -
Send your reservations early.and
" remember [f you're an AARA member;
the entry feé for Petoskey is only
$20. Aiso, don't forget to listen.
To KHY, FM™IC6 dFIV|ng up- to Petoskey.
They will agaln ‘be’Featuring announc:e—
ments, commerc:ais and updafes on The
. +ournamenf -

The second s+op of this year's series
will again be hald at the Woodland
Racquet” Club” in Brighton. . This®
Tournament again sponscred by AMF .
VoIt will feature fantastic Woodiand
hospitality as weli-as_the opportunity

-_To watch your

Ty frlends run around

] from the bar. .
Lodging for +he Brighton tournament

‘again we be at the Hollday lan of

Howell. * Don't forget o weniion you

"are a tournament player at the Holiday

tnn as there witl *be discount rates
for tournament players on the weekend

Cof ngober*l24!4{'l984.'

The third tournament of this series
will be the first pro-open of the -
year in Grand Rapids on November 9-[!
This tournament wiil be sponsored

by the Metro Chevroiet Dealers of

- Grand 'Rapids and WIFM aiso of Grand

Rapids. Make surs you |listen again
for afincuncements on the tournament.
Housing:this yeatr for +he Grand Rapids
tobrnament wili be The Red Roof Inn

on. Z8th Street. -Make sure you mention
that you are a Tournamen? player when:

you reserve your room in Grand Raplds.

Just a li+tle nostalgla---Remember
when last year at. Grand Rapids one of
the newer members of then the MRA
made his debut o challenge Vice
President, Jim Easferllng for the
déli .y ) .

) T:ons
S redax witha

MERGER (CONT). -

sanctioning fee. This means It you
Jjoin the RAM/AARA at the Davison
. Yournament . this year and then play
in the-Michigan Champioaship Series,
all you will pay will be the tourna-
‘ment eniry - fee.

The new Board of Directors of RAM
asks for your suppott and coopera-
tion over. the next few months .

Many details of the-merger have not
totally as of the dete of goling To
press been worked out. Many of the
details may not even surface until
after we work our way inte the
sezson. Wa are working om all points
and trying to make a fair decision
on all aspecfs

+ g .

These are busy times now for each
directoy as we move toward finaliz-
ation of a new constitution, new Z
bylaws, and new ranking system
just to pame a few. So if we can't
give you an answer other +than the
Soard will discuss .it, glve us some
time: All 19 Bdard of Directors

~ wili be responsive o your quasticns

and coricerns as’we ‘move -info this
new era of. racguetball . in Michigan.

Please ook for more information

+o be available on the merger

and the consolldation of programs
at each individual fournament site
coming up ‘this fall. - At press time
on-this newsletter, lLee Fréderickson
plans ‘o 'set up a booth: at the
Davison tournament, fthe Petoskey
tournament and Super 7 number I to
answer any questions you -may have .
on the merger of The *wo associa-

I the rﬁééﬁ%i‘me‘,"bégji'h‘*ro ook for "

the new logo shown below. “This

~will be the ioge of the new RACQUET- "~

BALL ASSOCIATION OF MICHIGAN as we

enter into the 1984-85 tournament

season.- Bood luck o all from the

RAM Board of Directors and lets

make this the best season ever for
. racquetball fn Michigan.
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PRO OPEN RETURNS TO GR

The new Michigan Champiansh[p Series
(sponscred by Voit} wlll feature a
Pro Open division-again this year. |
The Pro Open returns to Racquetbal |
Plus in-Grand Rapids on November
9-11 where the division made its
debut a yesr ago. This year the
division will be sponsored by the
Grand Rapids Meiro Chevrolet Dealers
and will have pubtlcl?y overt radlo
staticn WJFM

The ‘entry fes for +he Pro Open ag’a in
this year will be. $30 per entrant;
320-of which will be placed in the
prize money pot along with the
sponsot” contributions. No shirt or

“trophy will be awarded.for this

division and thé finalists for both -
the men and the womén may be filmed
for TSESV|5|on

‘The total pot of prize money w!il

first be divided according to -the

:number. of entries between the men

and the women. Then the place winnings
will be divided on the follawing
formula for both thé men and the

women: Ist - 1/2- .

2nd - 1/3
3rd - 1/12 -
ath = 1/12

Last year the total prize money. for
fhe men at this tournament was $780
and for the women .it. was $455. =We
plan that the prize money.pot this
year wikl be at least as large as
last year!s.pot.. | the:prize money
pot Is significantly larger, we )

% Lo

b 100,000 Waills

5 of Great Stereo
i & for.

-"The Northwestern Michigan

Trading Areq”

and 12 other Michigan Countles :
OFFICIAL _SPONSOR OF, THE MICHIGAN CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES

pay’ places +hrough The Fop elghf in
The ments divisfon -

Las+ year's prize money winners were
Jokn Amatulli defeating Brian Mitchelt
and Cathie Frederickson defeating
Cathy Thompson. W We hope that last
year's winners will furn up again

this year o defend their tities.

Last year there was also z prize
money event In January at the Oakland
Racquet Club in Birmingham. -Winmers
at Oakland were Chiris Cole defeating
Pete Ruhala and Tamara Low of lowa
defeating Kerry Niggemyer of Ohia.

A goed turir eut et this first prize
mensy event in Grand ‘Rapids witl

hefp insure at feast ong other such
division this year., - Tentative plans
at this time are fer the second prize
money division fo be held at the MBA
Heaith and Wellness Center in Muskegon
on-February 810, 1985. ’

Please .check your .entry forms for
‘the total amount -of the prize money
pot and for ‘how many places the
division will be paying.out, Last
yéar the division was :good and -
competitive in Grand Repids. This
year, let's make: T+ ena of +the best
and most competitive’ pr:ze money:
d|V|5|on3 of the enflre year

Quesflon on this d|ViS|on should be
¢irected to lee Frederickson. .

VICE PRESIDENT
CONT—

REFEREE CERTIFICATION - the next

step after the referee clinics,

this. program is for those interested
in taking a test and becoming cerfi--
fled & a Ievei I, 2, or 3.

TEAM MICHIGAN - This program involves
a group of juniors who have recsived
instruction from the pros, warm-ups’
shoes, caps and a frip t¢ the Junlor
Naticonals on behalf of the state
association. These juniors were
selected by finishing either l-or
2.in their age division at fhe

State Championship. -

- WHERE TO. PLAY "IN MICHIGAN --This is

a court ciub guide with ali the
places to play racquetball--in Mich-
igan. It lists private clubs, YMCAs,
pubfic clubs, coileges and univers-:
1ties. 1+ also lists addresses,
phorie numbers -and the activitiss
that each facility offers.  The |
guide is. availablé for purchase to
anyone who wants a copy. ’

And 1% all of the above wasn't
enough, |isted. bélow are several
ideas ‘that Michigan was -the FIRST
or-one of -the-first states fo coms
up withe
L. Team concep%
2. Outstanding . male, female and
Junior:awards - -
3. Sportsmanship and Con+ribu—
tion awards’ AR
Eyeguards mandaTory .
New scoring format-— 3. of
5 games to- |11 points
6. -Racqueiball Day. derlared by
= -the govarnor :
7. Ten,fogkiservice Q o4
8. Losérns-refers e

NN

Now, | am sure that there are many
other programs and . ideas that have
been deveioped by btoth the MRA and
MARA;- but | can't femember all of
them. | am sure with the above as
guidelines for. beginning programs,
the new RAM will be able +o build
and expand and have pecple from all
over the counfry again looking to
Michigen for new ideas and innova-
tive programs.

Last but not least, this will be
my fast Vice President celumn.

Lee Frederickson is now The new
Vice President of RAM and you can
look for his column .in the flrst
newsletter fo be published by RAM
sometime in Decsmber. Alse this
is the last edition of the "Service
Line" and | +hank you for your
support of this newsletter and the
MR& State Assoclation over the
past ‘eight vears. | will continue
as a member of the new RAM organ-

ization and wili continue to helip
promote racquetball Tn Michigan.
| am also sure that | will <ontinue

to be writing articles for the
rnew publication when it makes its
debut 1n December

Finally, have some patience with
RAM, !f it seems like we are

-moving slowly or repeating ourselves,

we fesling our way Through a new
situation and it will fake Timé

to work eut.all of the probiems.
Refember we are stiil trying to
serve the Michigan player: in. the
best .way that we_can, [If you have
input, please contact any of the
new Board-members——this ‘is your

" association.
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"RANKINGS

With the' creaTJon of the new RAM,
RACQUETBALL ASSCCIATION CF MICHIGAN,
there is now a need for one sfate-

wide ranking system.

A comniftee

has been formed on the new board”and
they are currently |nves?xga+|ng
such a sys?em

At ‘the present time and to insure
+he MRA player from the [983=84
State Championship Series wiil have
" his performance in these tournaments
courrf, the MRA ranking has been
copverted to the ranking system used
last year for sanctioned tournaments

in_this state.

The final result

from the ranking will be used as a
guldeline in the seedings for the
pro-stop at Davison .

. The system used by all sanchoned
tournaments during 1983-84 was very
For each match- that-a player

“'simple.

won, he received one point.. .

I +hat

* player then made i o the semis, he

would receive 3 more points.

1# that

player made it to the finals and
finished second, he would-recesive
one paint for each -match that he wom

plus 5 more points.

That player

would not receive the 3 points from

the semi-

finals.”

Division wipners

will receive -one. point for gach ...
match that they wih plus 7 pélnfs -

for finishing in first place.-

With that information. in mind, these.

are the converted MRA rankings that

were sent to the new ranking committee
to be included with:last yearls -

sanctioned tournament rankings.

Listed below arg-the +op 10°1n each -

dIV|S|0n
MENTS OPEN
67 - Ray Vanover
53 - Sty Hastings
36 - Radiation Man
28 - Jim Easterling.
26 - Randy Andsrson
23 = Bob Wilhelm
23 « Steve leziarski
20 - Dan Dutcher == 7
19 = Mike Anderson
19 = Rick Vanderiind
MEN'S A
19 - Ted Dutfcher .
16 - Tom Blakesleg
16 - Mark Kelley
16 = Mark Casey
15 - Mark Carson
14 - Ernie Matties
{2 = Jay Liggins
9 - John Bishop
8 - Mitch Harris
7~ Bl Cstart
7 - B1tl Dien
7 - Jack White
MEN'S B
27 - Chris Kelly
12 - Pal! Licari
12 - Bryan Turner-
10 = Neal| Goodman
8 - Mike Witherspoon
8 - Doug Mclntyre
7 - Rick Broucek
7 - S$teve Richmond
6 - Tim Sigafcose
-6 - Todd Luethjohann

MEN'S C
24 - Steve' Burgdorf
20 - Steve Esshaki
18 - Erik Zarins
17 = Jim Reading
16— dim Kan
I3 - Zaman Zamanian
13- James.Hami:lfon
1l = Paul -Lubbers
Il - George Towne
10 « Ron Nead
‘MEN'S D 7
22 --Mark McDaniel
19 = Mark King
16 - George.Cook
13 - Martin Schultz
13 - Glenn Bailey’
13-~ Rob Flessner
12 = George Danford
Ll = -Gene. Hine -
1. —-Jdck-Falvo
|0 ~"Mark. Ber+|er
L SENIORS A
: 50 f Bob Lipin
38 = Larry Jackson
33 - Tom Browniee
31— Ken Borinett
- 19 - Bob--Gravelyn
17 = Stu Leff..
16 - Mike.Stephéns
It = dim Santino
C0 = Matt Klein
"9 - Roh Sfavik
9= Blll Dlon
SENIORS B _

S 34 - John Patrick
24 - Mike Corinti
“19 = Dennis Kitchen

19 = Chrls Henry
10 = Pancho .Gutierrez
8 = Robert Smith
7 = Tom Sawyer
7 = Bob- Szuch-
7 - Bili-Gentile .
7 - Rick Parkhurst
7= lack Stewart
SENIORS C
16 = Ken Knauff
13— Larry Shriner
i1'= Chuck Hoffman
ED = Mike Wise
10 - Joel Carr
.8 - Jim Gaffke-
8 - Gary Brown
7 - Rick Menoch
7 - Dan Lafferty
6 - Charles Ray
MASTERS A
64 = Lynn Hahn
30 - John St..Cleir
28 - Dave Matyas
25 = Gundars Sfraufnieks
21 - Hy Chambers
20 - BOb Schermer
17 - Jess. Madden
¥1 - Mile Karhu
13 - Richard Sewef|
12 = Dave Lund " .
MASTERS B

25 - Jim Emerson
[6 -« Ray Mitchell

MASTERS B
i2 - Ted Dutcher
1t - Joe Mifsud
8 - Andy leasds
8 - Nick.Cheolas
8 ~ Ralph” Spink
7 - Phil Wickey
7 = Gerry Malieck
7 - Jack Markward -
|GOLDEN MASTERS
59 - Richard Caretti
50 - Duane Russeti!

Neel lLeSage
Fred Rapoport
lee Charette

Al Perham
Seymour Eke|man
Robert Finkleman
Arthur Burke
““Marv. Paluch

- Gerry-Leone

.oe Mlzzl

WOMEN'S OPEN

43
30
28
19
17
14
i
ol
1

_WOMEN'S A

- Cafhle Frederickson

- lJoetta Hastings

- Judy Conyea .

- Sheri Anderson
=:Cathy Thompson:

- Donna Henry

~-Debbie Erhart

~ Nancy Foster

- lrene Acksrman-Chmura

.r-Lols Hamel

-TT_—;CourTney Mys
I4.- Linda Lutze
9 - Carol Cellins

- 5= Kim Steinbach
5% Rebin Latretile
% = Arlene Allan
4 = Barb Swaab -
4 - Bridget Albosta,
| -’ Regina Speilberger

WOMEN'S B

3t -~ Dianne Driver -
16 = Jah Dolack’

- 14 = Peagy Munten

13

Bl e N

- Sue’'Griffore.

- Mary Alyce Gaffke
- Vonne Kreuzwieser
- Laura Fox

~ Marlene Goss

- ‘Peggy Hoshleld

- .Lou Ellen Fecher

WOMEN'S C

16
16
13
13
11

- Irena Shore

- Marla Caruso
- Carol Burd

- Shari Johnson
- Brenda Farrell

9 - Prisciila Washburn

8 - Fran Wiecha

7 = Sandy Cox

1 - Jo Hutter

7 - Linda Maynard
WOMEN'S D

25 - Cindy McDaniel

18 - Shilra Schiff

I7 = Shirley Bowman

17 - Cindy Sonk

11 - Chery!l King

(RANKINGS continued on Page 8)
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WOMEN'S D

- Yicki Schulte
-~ .Gail Komendera
Sandy. Ridky

- Jane Strong

- Cyothia Rosiek

B R e e R
1

The rankings for the junfor divisions

~were not converfed at this time
because the new Michigan Championship
Saries will have different age divi-
sions for the juniors this year and
also because many of the. Junlors <~
wi'll not be playing in the Same.
divisjon as lasT year.

Watch for either a flyer; or check
at the tournament, désks of. the up=
'coming Davison and’ Petoskey Tourna-
ments for information on how the.

new RAM ranking system will work.

MORE RULES

There WI|] be +hree new rules going-
‘info effect this coming 1984-85
Tournamenf season.

1. The recelvyng'tlne:(safeTV zona)
encroachment ruje is.NOW APPEAL-
ABLE. - The recelve can. enter the
saftey zone, on.the .serve, after

the bail has bounced. The recelver

can atso contact. The ball, on a
lob serve fhat 1s going 1o bounce
ot &f the safefy zong; ‘as. fong '
as he. is standing behind and con-
tacts the ball tehind The receiv=-
irg tine.

2. If the server fooT;fauJTs.on_fhe

fron iine fservicezline),iThe
server may appeal it.:.Buf'if
in the refereas Judgemenf +h|s

was a deliberate toot faulft,

+heé corréct call is now a fech~
nic¢al and ene. point should be
taken awax ’

3, 0F a;persqn-uses'alt‘of his/her
time outs and the referes-fesls -
+hat a "personal.Time out" is
needed, he may allow a player
an extra 2 minute time out. This
time-out is devised to change
-ripped clothing -or any other
common sense situation -so deter-
mined by the réferee:

Wa+ch for-these new rules in the
new-edition of -the ‘ARRA Rule Book .
which should: be in C|rcu]a1|on some=
Tlme In SepTember

Wham Rollout Bleu's just got
faster. Wham Much faster. New the
game’s original blue hallis even
better. A special rubber compound
gives it a new zing that'lt out-perform
any other racquetball we've ever

AMF VOITINTRODUGES A MUCH LIVELIER ROLLOUT*BLEU" RACQUETBALL.
made And we did it without giving
upany of its Unbeatabla durability
8 or consistency of bounce
.. Thenewimproved -
Roliout Bleu Racquetball
“Wharm Clearly a better ball L
Santa Ana, Calfornia 92?04 VOIt

Far
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