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beginners. I think that this is the wrong approach! Unless there is someone to point out what they are doing wrong, how will they
ever be able to progress to a higher skill level? A much better approach to use when reffing beginners is to always make the
proper call (regardless of the players level) and then briefly explain the situation if one of the players appears puzzled.

Incidentally, after that match back in 1974, 1 sought out Earl and spent a few minutes discussing a few other “obscure”
situations that I had not been playing long enough to encounter. Our discussion ended with my asking him how to arrange fora
better view of those OPEN matches that I never got to see because always were so crowded. He responded “Volunteer to ref it!
I'll guarantee you the ONLY reserved seat!” Well, I did and the rest is history. Thanks again, Earl. Unknowingly, you gave

me my very first rules clinic!

/

AARA SEEKS OPINIONS ON
PROPOSED RULE CHANGES

Four rule changes are being considered for adoption this year.
In accordance with the procedures described on page five of
the 1990-91 Official Rulebook, opinions are being solicited
fromall interested parties. Opinions received by May I st will
be provided to the Board of Directors at their May meeting
where the Directors will vote whether to adopt these rules.

Ifapproved by the Board of Directors, the revised rules would
gointo effect on September 1, 1991. Please read and consider
these proposed changes, and then express your opinion by
marking the accompanying ballot. Additional written com-
ments are also welcome, as are any other rules changes that
you think should be considered during the next rule change
cycle. All ballots and comments should be sent to the AARA,
Attention: Rule Changes, 815 North Weber, Colorado Springs,
CO 80903-2947 and mailed so that they are received by May
Ist.

PROPOSED CHANGE #1

Current Rule: If the referee stops play by making a
call of “encroachment” on the return of serve, the receiving
side may appeal thecall. Ifthe appeal is successful, the service
is replayed, except that if the referee thinks the return of serve
was not retrievable, then he may award the rally to the receiver
resulting in a loss of serve. See Rule 3.8(¢) on page 13 of the
1990-91 Official Rulebook.

Reason for Change: Traditionally, when the referee
makes a call that stops play, everything that happens thereafter
is negated. A good example of this is being hit by your own
shot immediately AFTER the referee calls hinder—therally is
replayed. See rule 4.15(b) on page 20 of the rulebook. This
same logic should apply when the referee calls “encroach-
ment.” That is, any action that happens after the referee’s call
shouldn’t count—even “rolling out” the return. Some might
think that this is the same as the referee incorrectly calling a
serve short and then being allowed to declare the serve an “ace”
if the call is overturned by appeal. However, it is NOT the

same. In the case of such a serve, the serve stands on its own
merit and is not affected by something that happens after the
serve. .

Proposed Change: Delete the portion of the second
sentence inrule 3.8(¢) whichreads “....except: if inthe opinion
of the referee the shot was not retrievable it will resultina loss
of serve.”

PROPOSED CHANGE #2

Current Rule: If the ball goes out of the court after
hitting the front wall, then the rally is replayed with the server
getting twoserves. See Rule4. 14(f)(1) on page 19 of the 1990-
91 Official Rulebook. :

Reason for Change: Although the rules state that the
regulation racquetball court has a back wall at least 12 feet
high, the actual height varies from club to club. Hitting a ball
out of the court is generally a very poor shot, butif the ball hits
the front wall first, the person who hit the poor shot is rewarded
by getting to play the rally over. Changing the rule would
eliminate this undeserved reward. However, it should be noted
that this change will add one more basic concept to the game—
that is, the ball must not only hit the front wall before it hits the
floor, but also be not hit in such a manner that it goes out of the
court.

Proposed Change: Delete Rules 4.14(f)(1) and (2)
and add the following as Rule 4.14(f): “Any ball which goes
into the gallery or through any opening in a side wall shall result
in the loss of rally for the player or team that hit the ball.”

PROPOSED CHANGE #3

Current Rule: If a player loses a shoe or other
properly worn equipment during the rally, play is stopped if the
equipment interferes with player safety. See rule 4.14(h)(2) on
page 19 of the 1990-91 Official Rulebook. Note: The AARA
National Rules Commissioner has ruled that since loss of
eyeguards immediately affects that player’s safety, play should
always be stopped immediately when properly wom eyeguards
are lost.

Reason for Change: The loss of properly worn
equipment has always been a dead-ball (not avoidable) hinder.
However, the player who loses the equipment should be pe-
nalized and the best way to do this would be to assess an
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avoidable. This might encourage players to keep their equip-
ment in serviceable condition. Also, see proposed change #4
which suggests a less drastic change to this rule.
Proposed Change: Revise Rule4.14(h)(2) toread:
“If a player loses his/her eyeguards, play shall be immediately
stopped and an avoidable hinder called against the player who ~
lost the eyeguards. If a player loses a shoe or other properly
worn equipment, the referee shall stop play if the occurrence
interferes with ensuing play or player safety, and call an
avoidable hinder against the player who lost the equipment.”

PROPOSED CHANGE #4

Current Rule: If a player loses a shoe or other
properly worn equipment and the referee calls “hinder”
because safety was affected, the offensive player is allowed
one more opportunity to hit a rally ending shot. See rule
4.14(h)(2) on page 19 of the 1990-91 Official Rulebook.

Reason for Change: As was cited as the reason for
Proposed Change #1, the referee’s call should negate every-
thing that happens thereafter—including an opportunity to hit
arally ending shot. Incidentally, if safety permits, then a hinder
should NOT have been called at all. Moreover, who is “the
offensive player?” Logically, of course, he is the person whose
turn it is to hit the ball. Also, see Proposed Change #3 which
suggests a more drastic change to this rule which incorporates
this change too.

Proposed Change: Delete the portion of Rule
4.14(h)(2) which reads: “...however, safety permitting, the
offensive player is entitled to one opportunity to hit a rally
ending shot.

Should the Board of Directors put the following proposed rule I

RULE CHANGE BALLOT

Send this ballot, along with any additional comments you may
have about the proposed changes, to: AARA, Attention: Rule
Changes, 815 North Weber, Colorado Springs, CO 80903-2947.
Ballots and comments should be mailed early enough to ensure
they are received by May 1Ist.

changes into effect on September 1, 19917 :

Proposed Change #1. O ves CINo ]

(Outcome of appeal) 1

Proposed Change #2. O ves CINo 1

(Out-of-court ball) ]

Proposed Change #3. O ves CINo i
(Loss of equipment = avoidable)

Proposed Change #4. J ves CINo i

(Hinder call stops everything) i

i

NAME: |

i

SIGNATURE: i

f

f

.

i

|

1991 AARA BOARD OF
DIRECTORS ELECTION

Three persons are to be elected to the AARA’s Board of
Directors for 3-year terms beginning in May 1991. There are
seven candidates for these three positions—four who were
nominated by the Board of Directors and two who were
nominated by membership petition. All AARA members are
requested to read the following statements which were submit-
ted by the candidates. Members should then vote for NO
MORETHAN THREE candidates by putting an “X" in the box
preceding the candidates’ names on the ballot. To be consid-
ered valid, the ballot MUST have been clipped from this
magazine (no photocopies accepted), signed by the member,
and sent along with the mailing label from this magazine
(needed to verify your AARA membership) to AARA, Attention:
Board Election, 815 North Weber, Colorado Springs, CO
80903. Ballots must be received by May 10th.

MICHAEL ARNOLT
Suite #307

3833 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46208
(317) 926-2766 (W)

(317) 259-1359 (H)

(Nominated by the Board
of Directors)

Qualifications to be a Director:

EDUCATION

B.A. Journalism, Indiana University

PROFESSIONAL

Present - Management Consultant, Club Owner

Former - Corporation President, Newspaper Reporter
AFFILIATIONS

INSRA Board of Directors - 1982 to present - former president
AARA Board of Directors - 1984-1990

National Rules Commissioner - 1984-1988

Region 10 Director - 1983 to present

OTHER RACQUETBALL EXPERIENCE

Organized state, regional and other tournaments for the past 9
years. ** Administrator, AARA representative and seniors
player at six international and South American racquetball
competitions since 1985. ** Played racquetball for 15 years;
top-ranked master player. ** Member of 5-person AARA task
force evaluating state organization development.

Why I Want To Be on the Board of Directors: Improved
membership services; a quality newsletter; expanding the sport
among juniors and women; and improving the relationship
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years of experience in private business and management of
various racquetball functions at all levels make me uniquely
qualified to serve on the Board of Directors.

Why I Want To Be on the Board of Directors: Currently on
the eleven member Board of Directors of the American
Amateur Racquetball Association there is only one member
who is an active State Director. There are several members and
candidates who have served three or four terms on the Board.
Ifeel itis time for some fresh new ideas to stimulate the growth
of our great sport. Change is good and essential for the growth
of any organization.

As a member of the AARA for over 15 years, and an active
State Director for the past 5 years, I feel I can represent the
State Association viewpoint on the Board of Directors.

We should not fall prey to the same problems that plague other
national boards in which they have lost touch with what is
happening in the field. I would like to help the Association
develop a strategy of supporting and strengthening our State
Association as a first priority.

I feel I possess the proper qualifications and desire to achieve
these goals and I would appreciate your vote.

CAROLPELLOWSKI
N84W16093 Donald Court
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051
(414) 251-1420 (W)

(414) 255-7751 (H)

(Nominated by the Board
of Directors)

Qualifications to be a Director:
For the past 13 years, racquetball
has been a major part of my life ST

as I progressed from club player

to Program Director, Club Manager, State Association Direc-
tor and current National Board member. With the completion
of my first term on the Board of Directors, I feel that I now have
the knowledge and information to be even more effective
during another term. I've learned a great deal about national
policies, the intricacies of the Olympic movement and many of
the plans and ideas that our national staff has to ensure that our
sport will continue to grow.

I’ve seen the growth, decline, and rebirth of interest in our
sport. As an instructor, I see the needs of the local beginner
level players. As a tournament director, I also understand the
different needs of competitive players. I've taken the oppor-
tunity to be involved in many AARA programs. Attendance at
the Elite Camp, passing the Referee Certification Test, and
becoming a PARI instructor have made me a more educated
person and I have tried to pass some of that knowledge along

DIRECTORS ELECTIO

to others. -- My strongest qualification for this job ... I care and
Iam willing to give the time and energy needed to get the job
done. I enjoy promoting the sport of racquetball.

Why I Want To Be on the Board of Directors: I had the
honor of being involved in class “A” recognition from the
Olympic Committee and countless other meetings, activities,
and competitions. Being involved in the growth of our sport is
fun, but also a lot of hard work. I've helped make some changes
and to see that we are going in the right direction, but there still
much to accomplish!

As Chairperson for the U.S. Team Committee, I’ve helped
format policies to govern this group. Athlete conduct becomes
more important with our increased visibility, and our code of
conduct is necessary. I'd like to spend more time with the
Women’s Council, continue to work with the Junior Council,
and see disabled athletes become regular participants in all our
National events.

Another term on the board would allow me to continue work-
ing on each of these matters. We need to develop lines of
communication with state associations and address the needs
of each individual state. We cannot forget the needs of local
players as we grow to prominence in the Olympic movement.

I enjoy working with people, while representing women,
parents of junior players and club players. My background in
club management and programming presents a viewpoint
different than that of the regular player.

OFFICIAL BALLOT '™ ™= v v e a vy v
[Only current AARA members may vote] -- Vote for NO MORE
THAN 3 of the following persons by placing an “X” in the box
preceding their name. Clip this ballot from the magazine (no
photocopies, please), sign it, and then send it, along with the
mailing label from this magazine (needed to verify membership),
to AARA, Attention: Board Election, 815 North Weber, Colorado
Springs, CO 80903 so it will be received by May 10, 1991.

D MICHAELARNOLT
D KEITH CALKINS
D LES DITTRICH

D VAN DUBOLSKY
D PAULGULLY

D CAROLPELLOWSKI

Signature
Not valid unless mailing label is attached!
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RACQUETBALL INSIDER

PENN SIGNS ON AS TITLE SPONSOR: Penn Racquet
Sports has signed on as the title sponsor of the AARA’s newest
national event, the U.S. National Outdoor Championships.
The Penn U.S. National Outdoor Championships will be held
at the University of Florida in Gainesville June 28-30. Penn
Racquet Sports will also sponsor the Pacific Rim International
Racquetball Championships (June 21-24) and the U.S./Can-
ada/Mexico International Challenge in Colorado Springs
(August 16-18).

EKTELON DONATES STRINGING EQUIPMENT TO
THE U.S. TEAM: Ektelon has donated a much-needed, state-
of-the-art stringer to the U.S. National Team. Jim Winterton,
U.S. National Team Head Coach said, “The Ektelon Stringer
will go far in rounding out the equipment needed by the team
when we are out of the country or competing in areas where a
stringing machine is not available.” Ektelon is the official
sponsor of the AARA and the U.S. National Racquetball Team.

OFFICIAL STRINGING CONTRACT COMES UP FOR
BID: A three-year contract opportunity to become the “Offi-
cial Stringer of the AARA” is officially open for bid. Proposals
should be directed to the AARA National Office by May 1st for
consideration by the Board of Directors at its semi-annual
meeting at National Singles in Houston over the Memorial Day
weekend.

BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS OVER-
HAUL OF REGIONAL CONCEPT: A blue ribbon com-

GLOVBONZ

ASHAWAY
SUPERKILL I

The string of the pros

KLEER VU
Anti-Fogger

E RK MARKETI

4065 ANNISTOWN RD. / LITHONIA, GA 30058
PHONE: 404-979-7527 FAX: 404-985-5984

mittee, formed to review the AARA regional format and
headed by Board Member Margo Daniels, met during the
AARA Leadership Seminar at the United States Olympic
Committee and revised the regional structure. The Committee
recommended that current regional boundaries be dropped in
1992 and that regional competitions be held in major metro-
politan areas throughout the United States. Under this format,
it is expected that the number of regional qualifiers would be
increased from the current 16 to 21 in 1992. Based upon the
success of the '92 Metro Regionals, the number of competi-
tions could increase to 30 by 1993. The AARA Board will vote
on the proposal at the May Board Meeting in Houston.

DON’T PANIC: Following the release of the January/Feb-
ruary issue of “Racquetball Magazine,” Toni Bevelock con-
tacted the National Office to explain that her “heart condi-
tion” is not nearly as serious as was indicated by the National
Doubles write-up and the videotaped coverage of the match.
While she appreciates the concern of her well-wishers, her
condition has been diagnosed as being only an “irregular
heartbeat.” She also clarified that the medication she nor-
mally uses to control the irregularity was not neglected, but
has been placed on the list of banned substances by the USOC.
Toni first learned of the ban at the U.S. Olympic Festival in
Minneapolis/St. Paul this past July.

U.S. TEAM TRAINS IN COLORADO SPRINGS: Mem-
bers of the U.S. National Racquetball Team attended a training
camp atthe U.S. OlympicTraining Center in Colorado Springs
February 18-23. The camp was the first opportunity for the
team to meet and work with newly-appointed head coach Jim
Winterton prior to the year’s first international event. In
separate "team trials,"
a series of important
practice and evalu-
ation sessions en-
abled Winterton to
select an international
squad to represent the
U.S. at the VI Tour-
nament of the Ameri-
cas in Santiago, Chile
March 22-30.

RACQUETBALL GRIPS

“BO DON'T KNOW"
RACQUETBALL

GULF CRISIS
CALLS UP TEAM
PHYSICIAN: The
U.S. National Rac-
quetball Team physi-
cian, Dr. Rhett
Rainey of Colorado
Springs, was called
into active duty in
support of the Gulf
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