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RACKET SPECS 
WEIGHT=2J5-2'1SG 
BALANC£=255·270MM 
RA .. 51/FFN£SS=76·78 
MAT'L - GRAPHITE 
LEN(}TH = 2/ .S 
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EAT. SLEEP. BREAT H E. 

COMMITMENT . TENAC I TY . TOUGHNESS . THAT ' S WHAT IT 

TAKES TO W I N . AND WHAT IT TAKES TO D E SIGN WORLD 

CLASS RACKETS . WHEN WE BUILD RACKETS , WE GO 

ABOUT IT THE SAME WAY YOU PLAY THE GAME . ALL OUT . 

SPALDING. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL I 800 RACKETS 



Playin' for the Prez 
Racquetball participation can earn a 

Presidential Sports Award 

The Presidential Sport s A ward pro­
gram was developed by the President 's 
Council on Phy sical Fitness & Sports in 
I 972 in conjunction with national sports 
organizations and assoc iations. Its purpo se 
is to motivate all American s to become 
more physi cally active throughout life and 
empha sizes reg ular exercise rather than 
outstanding performance . The program is 
adm ini s tered by the Amateur Athletic 
Union (AAU) . 

The c hall e nge of the Presidential 
Sports Award is to make a commitment to 
fitness through active and regular participa­
tion in sports and fitne ss activities. Earning 
the award means that you have put in time 
and effort to met the challeng e of personal 
fitness. The Award recognizes thi s achieve­
ment and the fact that you are part of a 
nationwide effort toward a healthier , more 
vital America. 

Anyone age six or older is eligible to 
participate in the Presidential Sport s Award 
progra m. How ever , the co mpleted fitness 
log of any participant between the ages of 
6-13 mu st be signed and verified by an 
adult. In add ition, participants over the age 
of 40 who have not been active on a regu­
lar basis are urged lo undergo a thorou gh 
medical exam ination before undertaking 
any physical activity program. 

The requireme nts for the Presidential 
Sports Award in Racquetb all are playing 
racquetball a minimum of 50 hour s with no 
mor e than two hour s credited to any one 
day; and the total must include at least 25 
matches ( 2 of 3 games) of singles and/or 
doubles . Racquetball co mpetitor s mu st 
wear eye protection. The cri teria for the 
awa rd should be fulfilled within a four 
month period . 

To earn the award, a a record must be 
kept of your particip ation on a fitness log . 
Wh en the s tand ard s hav e been met the 
completed and signed fitness log and $6.00 
per award for United States and APO/FPO 
de livery ($8.00 in Canada, $10 for all other 
countries - US currency only) should be 
sent to: 

Presidential Sports Award 
PO Box 68207 

Indi anapoli s, IN 46268-0207 

The award will consist of: 

1. 
A certificate of achievement 
from President Clinton, person al­
ized with your name and suitable 
for framin g 

2. 
A letter of congratulations from 
the Chairman of the President's 
Council suitable for framing 

3. 
A blazer patch (embroidered 
emblem) signi fying the sport or 
fitness activity in which you earn 
your award. 

4. 
A sports bag identification tag 
imprinted with the award logo 

5. 
A shoe pocket, which attaches to 
shoe strings and is designed to 
hold identification, money, keys, 
etc., while you work out. 

For more information send a SASE to 
Presidential Sports A ward 

PO Box 68207 
Indianapoli s, lN 462680-0207 

ASSAULT & AS.SAU• .... 
L.tUGHT 

PERFECTIONISTS: 

YOUR RACKETS 

ARE READY 

PURSUIT OF PERFECTION. 

IT'S WHAT DRIVES YOU TO 

BE YOUR BEST. AND WHAT 

CHALLENGES US TO 

CONTINUE TO CREATE THE 

PERFECT RACKET . IF 

YOU'RE LOOKING FOR 

POWER AND CONTROL IN 

THE R IGHT PROPORTIONS 

FOR YOUR GAME - YOUR 

RACKETS ARE READY. 

SPALDING. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CALL I 800 RACKETS 



I Play ir1' for ti le Prez 

4 Sl1orr Serves 

7TCB 
Industry News 

9 Ed ito ri a l 

1 o Dis c ip lin ed Prn c 1icc 

I 2 String ·cm up 

13 Le 1te rs 

14 T l1c Survey Say 

15 Co ntr o l T l1rougll Prepa ra 1ion 

17 IRT Tour 
Cliff Swain ·s Trave ling A ll Sta rs 

24 Rankings 
vc 1 Spr eads l1ee 1 

26 At ll1c Tour"s Co re 

30 T l1c Nam 

32 111T 1C WS 

35 Top Gun 

36 WPRA 

o f t11c Game 

All tll a t Glitt rs 
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4 1 Racqu e t Sc ience 

Th e exp losive exc it ement of the pro 
tour is ex plored wi th cove rage even 
action- packed even ts. Page 17 Cliff 
Swain ·s Traveling All Stars. 

Lig hter, lighter , lighter. Th e new 
frames stre ·s speed and extreme l ight 
weights. Lynn e Balth azor gives anoth­
er com prehensiv e look at what 's out 
there from the manufa cturers. Page 
41 Racqu el Science. 

Th e consis tent pl ayers that make up 
th e core of the JRT are feat ured in 
Aaron K atz' no ho ld s barred look .. 
Page 26 Al 1he Tour's Core. 

Volum e IV , u mbe r 4 

Recognizable t oday as the 
Commi ssio ner o f th e I RT, Hank 
M arcus was at one time a regular on 
the LOur. His ignature racquet is high-
1 ighted . Page 30 Th e Nam es of 1he 
Game 



There are two ways to play racquetball. Fast and way too fast 
We recommend you play the latter way. Or die trying. 



Rotator Rehab in the 
Instructional Issue was cred­

ited to Fran Davis. The by 
line should have been Kevin 

Brown and Fran Davis. 
Sorry for the oversight 

Kevin . 

• 

The Envelope, Please ______ _ 
Lynne Balthazor's research for her Racquet Science article led to some conclusions 
about the most notable accomplishments of racquet manufacturers this year. Following 
are her findings: 

Best Name: Hammer & Sledge Hammer, Wilson 
Best Warranty: Spalding, two years (graphite) 

Best Price Structure: Estusa 
Lightest Light Racquet: 175G, Head 
Sharpest New Look: Ice, Transition 

Most Interesting Profile: Asymmetric, Pro Kennex 
Most Mid Size Choices: Ektelon 

I'll Have the Spaghetti and 
Racquetballs 

It's always a welcomed addition to the sport when a non-sporting goods 
company takes an active interest in promoting the game . As part of a 
program designed to promote its restaurants in the Phoenix area, Olive 
Garden has committed to sponsoring Phoenix-based Darrin Schenck in 
professional events nation-wide. The company's partnership with 
Schenck and the IRT comes in addition to its programs already in place 
with extensive local tournament sponsorships. 

that great salad in his bag? 



No, this is not a commen 
Vandehaar of Chippewa Fa 
trade is also an avid racquetballer by the looks 
license plate. He tells us that this is how a spla 

SPLLA 
lff 

should be pronounced. 

Do you suppose nine out of ten dentists 
racquetball for their patients who chew g 

Full Recovery? 
Th e ne ighb o rh oo d ri v alr y ca n re ume 
again . Jaso n Mannin o and Sud sy Monchik 
we re nex t do o r ne ighbors and durin g the 
pa t few years always see med to be in the 
final o f mo st New York tournam e nts. It 
wa ass umed tha t both would e nd up on 
th e pro fess io nal tour and cont inu e the ir 
fie rce. but frie nd ly ba ttl e. But the stor y 
book endin g face d a de tour. Wh ile Sudsy 
tarted co mp eting o n the tour and 1994 ·s 

pres tig ious se ason -e ndin g pro National , 
Mannin o wa s in a d iffer ent predi cam ent. 
In Jul y o f 1993 Mannino was invo lved in a 
ca r accide nt. He uff ere d th ree brok e n 
bo nes in h i bac k. a brok e n pe lv is. and 
so me broken rib . He co uldn ' t walk for 
five month s and spent many months with a 
whee lchair . a walker. and crut ches . 
He picked up a racque t for the first time in 
Nove mb er and on e month later won the 18 
and und er IRF Junior s World Racquetball 
Champ io nship . Mannin o. who now train s 
out o f San Diego ins tead of New York, 
defe ated No . I ee d Shan e W oo d, 4-15 , 
15- 17, 11-2. "I ' m still no t 100 per ce nt, but 
it fee ls good to be back out on the court s 
and competin g again. 1·11 be joining the 
prof ess iona l tour in 1995." 

Conine = Media Access 
Th e AARA should requir e that Je ff Conine 

compete in all its national eve nts. Con ine . 
th e Fl o rid a Marl i ns s tand o ut (wh e n 
they'r e playin g. that is) has a passion for 
ra cqu e tball. Eve ry tourn ament Conin e 
play s in res ult s in med ia att e nti o n . 
Tourn ame nt d irec tor don ' t hav e ro beg 
the ports direc tor or spo rts editor to cover 
the tournament. When Conin e competes in 
a ra c qu e tball to urnam e nt. th e me d ia 
co mes out in droves. It' s ac tually a great 
to ry . Ho w many pro athl e tes can you 

nam e that compete in amateur eve nts sim­
ply beca use they love it? Couple that with 
the fact that he play s mixed double s with 
hi wi fe a nd the story ge ts eve n bett e r. 
And the sto ries aren' t buri ed in the back 
of th e s po rts sec tio n. It 's a fro nt pa ge 

po rts s to ry wh e re ver he goes and th e 
sport s dir ectors run a ge nerous spot on the 
6-o 'c loc k news. Racqu etball can on ly ben ­
efit from such publi ci ty . It ge ts folk s to 
put do wn the channe l sele c tor and wa tch 
racqu etball. Once you ge t people into the 
bu ilding then the sport will se ll itself. 

Potpourri 
Racquetb all lost a great ambassa dor when 
St ev e Ch apman pa sse d away late la s t 
year. A Flo rida state champion in 35 and 
40+ divi ion . Chapman still comp eted in 
tournam e nt s . •I ' d sch edul e my chemo 
treatment s around tourn aments. I wanted 
to be s tron g for tournamem s ... Chapman 
compet ed five years before he finally lost 
his battle . He 'll be missed . 
... Lynn Adams-Clay ha. made the adjust­
ment to motherho od. She take s her daugh­
ter to clinics and it amuse s me when I see 

diaper s s ticking ou t of her racquetba ll 
bag .. . Can you be lie ve Mary Lyons and 
Susan Mor ga n Pfahl e r? Age isn' t a deter­
rent. Th e 35+ du o fini shed second at the 
national double s and earned a spot on the 
US team . Even more ama z ing is the fact 
that Lyon s helped run the t0urnamen1 and 
was beyond exhau s ted ... Marty Ho gan's 
first attempt in years for an amat eur tro­
phy fell short at the national double s. 
T eaming up with Brian Hawke s in the 
open division. they lost in the quarterfinals. 
11-0 in the tiebreaker. 

KILLSHOT• 5 



About your 
Subscription---

we want to provide you with the best ser­
vice possible . If you have questions about 
your subscription you n1ight find th e answer 
her e vvithout contacting us . 

If you move. 
When you mov e you must send us your c l,a ng e o f 
address , inc ludin g you r o ld addr ess . Tl, e postal ser­
v ice will not fon ,vard tl,ird c lass m ai l and issues wi ll 
co ntinue 10 be sen t to yo ur o ld address until we are 
notifi ed . Th e ad dress chan ge must be rec e iv ed s ix 
,,.,ee ks prior to yo ur mov e so tha t our reco rds ca n be 
c l,anged and mailing list upd ated. 

Expirations and renewals 
Renewa l noti ces will be sen t to all subscribers wi tl1 a 
dat e 10 respo nd to avoid missing any issues . If tl,a t 
respons e date is miss ed and an issu e is then miss ed. 
the only w ay 10 ob ta in the mi ss ing iss ue is by order­
in g a ba c k issue copy to th a t m agaz in e a t th e fu ll 
p rice . 

Foreign Subscriptions 
Subs crib e rs livin g outside th e United Sta tes must pur­
chase th eir subs c riptions using U.S. funds . Th e sim­
pl est way is by using int e rnational or postal mon ey 
ord er. 

If you find it necessar y to co ntact us please writ e to 

Circulation/Subscription Dept. 
KILLSHOT Magazine 

P. 0. Box 8036 
Paducah, Kentucky 42002-8036 
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Ellis Signs 
J o hn E lli s . 199 3 Na ti ona l Si ng le 

cha mp io n, two - l ime N ati o na l Do ub les 

champ ion and 1994 Wo rld Doubl es cham­
p io n and full t ime co m pe t ito r o n th e 
Inte rnational Racqu etba ll Tour has signed 
o n wi th two new ind ustry spon so rs. 

Ellis who plays wi th Pro Kennex rac ­
q u et s a nd gl o ve s has ad d e d Power 
Foo twear , a d ivis ion o f Bata as well as 
Ac tive Ankle Systems to his list of spo n­
so rs. 

A c ti ve Ankle , w o rn by th e US 
Olympi c Volley ball team. uses a pate nted 
hin ge des ign a llowi ng vi rtua lly unlimite d 
ankle nex ibility while provi din g support. 

Power Fo otwea r w i ll be offe rin g 
advisory ag reem ents to othe r Pro Kennex 
spon sored p layers and Spa lding sponsore d 
players. 

Holabird Adds Practice Court 
Holabird Sports has announced the opening of a new outlet store in 
Baltimore with a full line of racquetball, tennis, squash, and other sports 
equipment and shoes. The new location features an indoor practice court 
fo tr ing-out new racquetball equipment. The long established i­
order ile r's new address is Holabird Sports, 9220 Pulaski igh way, 
Ba ltimor e, Marylan_.,2c:.1_,22=-0;:;,;·:_ _________ _ 

Adams Signs 
Ly nn Ad a m s, seven-time 

Na ti o nal C hampion and the win ­
nin ges t wom a n in racquetball has 
j o ined the n ewl y created Wilson 
Racqu etball as manager of education 
and player development. 

San Diego-based Wilson 
Ra cquetball is a division of Wilson 
Racquet Sport s and is headed by for­
m er E kt elon pr esident orm Peck. 
Pl aye r prom o tion s anager Terri 
Graham has a lso anno need the sign­
ing of 1994 National Singles 
Champion Robin Levine , 1994 
Ol y mpic Fe s t iva l d old Medalist 
Derek Robinson , 1992 World 
Champion Chri s Cole 1990 National 
Amateur Doub les Champion Tim 
Han sen . nine-time orld Armed 
For ces C hamp·on Barb 
Faulk enberr y, and th time World 
Armed Forc es Cha pion Jimmy 
Lowe. 



Licensed Courtwear from First Coast Promotions 

Don' t be caught dead in this one. 
Large front design in white and 
bright pink on jet black T-shirt. 
Back says : KILLSHOT , The 
Magazine of Professional 
Racquetball $12.95 

Get this one before it hits the runways in 
Paris. Left chest multicolor design of the 

amazing Norm with his textbook form. Back 
says: Norm Blum 's Passing Shots, Only in 

KILLSHOT . 
$12.95 

Yes! Send me some swell KILLSHOT clothin g. 

KILLSHOT logo T -shirt $ 10.95 

g~ Rw 7t.... l)w T-shirt $ 12 .95 

NORM T-shirt $ 12.95 

KILLSHOT band anna $4.95 

KILLSHOT shorts $ 14.95 (color) 

Q uantit y/size Amount 

Shippin g Reg ular UPS $3.50, 2nd Day Air $6 

Total enclose d 

Nam e 

Addr ess 

City State Z ip 

FIRST COAST PROMOTIONS 
424 1 Bay meadows Rd., Ste 18. J ack sonville, F L 322 17 L ______________ .J 

Yes, throw away tho se 
shiny d isco shirt s it 's time 
to step out in styl e . Le ft 
ch es t des ig n and bac k 
design on heather gre y T­
shi rt. The bas ic fa shion 
statemenL $10.95 

KILLSHOT 
M AGAZ I NE 

What? There 's more? 
Bandannas (for the discriminating pirate) 
KILi.SHOT logo, navy blue $4.95 

Shorts (cause it's better than play ing in wool pants) 
KILi.SHOT logo on right leg, 
black or grey $14.95 

=c Call Now! 
1-800- 762-4653 



(Editoria l Comments) 

The Fundamenta l Things Apply, 

As Time Goes By 
In 1989 you could buy a copy of 

National Racquetball for $3 .00. Inside 
you could read about a five-stop men's 
professional tour. Then National 
Racquetball disappeared. In 1991 we 
stumbled onto the scene unknown, and 
in a few of the powerful circles unwel ­
comed, and anempted to stir thing s up a 
little . And stir, we did. 

In a sense maybe that was the best 
possible scenario because it forced us to 
go back to the fundamental things we 
learned as children . You treat people 
right and, by and large , they will do the 
same by you. You give someone his 
money's worth and most of the time 
you' II be glad you did. And we made 
some friends and allies. 

Our subscribers became more than 
just names on a mailing label. Larry 
Ramirez in West Covina checks in from 
time to time; Marty Bleckman from New 
York drops us a card occasionally and 
keeps us on our toes ; we hear from a 
subscriber in a federal prison camp who 
is turning his life around; we get a letter 
from a reader who received a head injury 
and plays Bl RAK IT as part of his ther­
apy. 

In three months we gave away 
150,000 magazines, thousands of dollars 
worth of ad space and begged, bor ­
rowed, and bartered every penny we 
could generate . We fought with printers , 
prep houses, ad agencies, mailers and 
the bank. We trusted some of the wrong 
people and struck verba l agreements that 
should have bee n signed in blood . In 
I 992 we hit the wa ll. 

Hank Marcus became an invaluable 
resource ; Mark Wentura , Scott Winters , 
John Weaver, Cecil Albao, Tom 
Odishoo, Doug Ganim , John Hooghe, 
Bill Bishop, Joel Lehrer, Joan Kines, 
John Samuels , Mike Schwartz, Peter 
Guterman , Bill Bishop, Dr. Everett 
McCormick, and John Boudman all 
dealt wit h us in ways that ge nerated 
mutual respect. 

Now you can buy a copy of KILL­
SHOT for $4.00 and read about a 20+ 
event IRT scheduls. And the momentum 
that brought us up from the ashes contin­
ues to grow. 

Exdting New 
Products 
this Fall! 

• RACQUETBALL 
• SOFTBALL 

• MARTIAL ARTS 
• SWIMMING 

• GOLF 
• TABLE TENNIS 

• AEROBICS 
••• AND MORE! 

Call for Free Color Catalog 

800-835-1055 

Has it been worth it? No need to 
even ask. 

RACQUETBALL RACQUETS 

Sp a lding 
Assault Light . . • ...... . . . 119.99 
Assault Graphite . .. . .. . .. 109.99 
Thunderheat . • . . . . . • . . .. 99.99 

Tr a nsit i on 
Bad Influence ... .. . ... • . 239.99 
Phase 2 ...... . ... • ..... 189.99 

Elcte lo n 
Fusion ... . . . .. •. . .... . .. 199.99 
Rage .. . . . . . ........... . 159.99 
Cyber .. . .. ..... . . .. . . . 139.99 
Xcess . . . .. . .... . ...• • . . 119.99 
Helix .. ... . .. • .. . . ....... 79.99 

H ea d 
175 G • .... • . . ...... .. .. 144.99 
190 G .. ..... . . . . . ...... 109.99 
205 G . . .... . ...... . . .. . . 79.99 
Laserspeed 6000 Lite . • .. 109.99 
Laserspeed 4000 ...... . . . 79.99 

Wil son 
Sledge Hammer 3.0 . . . . . 169.99 
Hammer 3.6 . . .. .... .. . • . 119.99 

Pro Kennex 
Asymmetric 110 .. . .. .. . . 109.99 
Asymmetric 95 ....... . ... 89.99 

NEW EXPANDED 
1995 Color 

Catalog! 

PACIFIC SPORTS WAREHOUSE 

ACCESSORIES 

Ektelon Rubber Grip . . .. . . . . . . 4 .99 
Ektelon Cushion Response Grip .... 3.99 
Python Rubber Grip . .... . .... 4 .99 
Tacki -Mac Grip . .. . . .. . . ... . . 4 .99 
Ektelon V-Damp . . . . . . . . . . .. 3.50 
Wrist Lacer . ..... . .. . .. . . .... 1.99 
Pro-Penn Racquetballs (Gm) .. . 2.69 
Racquetballs . . .............. 1.99 

EYEWEAR 

Ektelon Olympus .... ..... ... 24.99 
Ektelon Odyssey . ... . . . ... . 18.99 
Ektelon Scopa .............. 14.99 
Leader Dallas ...... . .... . .. 17.99 
Leader New Yorl<er ... . .... . 16.99 
Hogan Pro .... . .. . .. • ...... 16.99 
Action Eye Cable Temples .. . 23 .99 
Action Eyes . . . . . ... . ...... 21.99 

BAGS 

Head G Series Club ... . .. .. 32.99 
Ektelon Tournament. . .. .... 39.99 
Ektelon ARC 2 Express .... • 29.99 

To Order Call: 

800-835-1 oss 
U.S.A. and CANADA 

24-Hou r Fax Line: 
61 9- 5~2140 

Mon - Fri 8 AM - 5 PM PST 
Sat 10 AM - 3 PM PST 

10746 Kenney Street, Santee, CA 92071 • 619-596·2135 

--SQ 

GLOVES 

Purchase 6 or more, 
deduct $1 .00 per glove 

Ektelon Arc 2 .............. 12.99 
Ektelon Maxtack ....... . ... 11.99 
Ektelon Classic . . ..... • .... 10.99 
Ektelon All Pro • ... .. ... . . . .. 8.99 
Ektelon Controlle r ... .. . . ... . 6.99 
Penn Tackiried .. . .. ..... . . 10.99 
Penn Tournament Select .... 9 .99 
Head Sensation Tackified .. . 11.99 
Head Conquest Cabretta ... 10.99 
Head Renegade ...... . ... . . 6.99 
Neumann Pro Dyna-Tac . ... 11.99 
Neumann Dyna-Tac Red . . . 10.99 
Champion 641 Cabretta . .. .. 9.99 
Saranac R1667 Roll Out. ... 10.99 
Saranac R1105 Pro Staff . .. 10.99 
Pro Kennex Ovation .. . ..... t 3.99 
Pro Kennex Reactor ....... . . 6 .99 
Buckskln Synthetic . .. . ...... 8.99 
Bad Influence Tackilied .... . 10.99 
TRS Cabretta ...... . ... . .. • 8.99 
Reebok Pro Shot Cabrena . . 11.99 
Reebok Match Plus Cabretta .. 10.99 

SHOES 
Elctel on 

Cuadra 3/4 .. . . . . . . ... .. . 59.99 
Indoor Court 3/4 ... .. . . . . 43 .99 
Indoor Court Low . . ..... . 37 .99 
Stylus ............ . . . .. . 27 .99 

H ea d 
Anatom Renegade Mid ... 49 .99 

Pow er 
AVP Mid or Low ......... 49.99 

Coll and uso your VISA , MASTERCARD or DISCOVER. By moil , sond MONEY ORDER . 21 day hold on porsonol 
chocks. Add S5.00 !or U.P.S. shipping and insuronco . 2nd doy air, odd'I SS.00 . 3 doy olr odd'I $2 .50 . C.0 .0 ., odd'I $5 .00 . 
AK, H I $15 .00 A.P.O ., F P.O. $10 .00 . Conoda $12 .00 . CA ro.sldonts odd 7% solos lu . Min. order $15 .00 
Prices olfoctivo 9· 1 •94 , Subject to chango without nolico . 



I) IS(~l111 .. INl~I) 

Seeking "the zone " where training is pleasurable 
and improvement is unavoidable 

We benefi t from prac t ice on ma ny 
le ve ls . P rac t ice m olds o u r a b i lit ies , 
enhances ou r percep tions, strengt hens our 
co nfi de nce, imp roves our phy sica l stami­
na, and se rves as the fo rum for learnin g 
new techniq ues. Th at is, it does th ese 
th ings if we s tay foc usse d and o pen to 
impro vement. Stay ing open and foc usse d 
requir es se lf-d isc ipl ine . Webste r te lls us 
tha t se lf-d isci pl ine is the planned co ntrol 

and the tr ain ing of onese lf fo r deve lop­
ment. We ll, that 's what we wa nt, trainin g 
for develop ment, so lets take a look at 
planning th is co ntro l. 

S in ce m a int ai n ing mo ti va ti o n is 
another area, le t 's ass um e that we are all 
fai rly mo tivate d to impr ove. T wo distinc t 
ideas must then come toge ther to success ­
full y pla n co nt ro l and tra in for im prove­
ment. First, we mu st see prac tice that leads 

to improvemen t as satisfy ing, empoweri ng, 
rewarding . and otherwise positive. Seco nd, 
th is prac tice mus t be e fficient ly organize d 
to make the most of tim e and effort. 

Practice as Pleasure! 
W illpower and co nvincing onese lf to 

prac tice harde r, longer , or more often can 
only go so far. Real, long-term im prove­
ments requ ire a ge nu ine app recia tio n for 
the process . Lea rnin g to enjoy yo ur accom-
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Need More Self-Discipline? 

Without self-discipline, there is no basis for sound judgement. You may feel scat­
tered and disorganized. You may have outstanding skills and great potential, but 
severely lack consistency and confidence. Without a solid understanding of your own 
abilities in relation to the game, you may make poor choices, or strategically "change 
horses in mid stream". The result is frustration and chaos. A high degree of competi­
tiveness or drive for improvement will only exaggerate this frustration. This is the 
player that can be "pulled-off'' his game. This lack of patience usually leads to low­
percentage shot attempts and lots of skips. 

A player with poor self-discipline is probably just as frustrated with practice 
attempts as games. In fact he may have given up on solo practice all together. 
Practice probably seems tedious and boring, but as soon as competition begins, this 
player immediately recognizes the importance of the practices he has taken lightly or 
skipped. 
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Gone Overboard? 

Often a player may feel compelled to over-train, or may become so rigid that he 
looses the flexibility to respond to the dynamic nature of a match. This player prac­
tices so diligently that he becomes trapped into one approach and neglects other 
aspects of training. The result is usually a very one-sided offense and a predictable 
response to adversity. Feelings of inadequacy and guilt accompany this type of rigid 
training and few of these players can live up to perceived expectations or enjoy suc­
cesses. 

pli sh ments the n the discipline itse lf are 
necessary steps to find ing " the zone". At 
that poin t, your g reate r ap preciation for 
yo ur imp rovemen ts and the rea lizat ion that 
the game becomes more fu n as you get 
better rep lace any negative at tr ibutes 
regarding disc iplined pract ice. You wil l 
come to rea lize that the big wins are swee t­
er when yo u enjoy the process of improve­
ment that afford s you the wins. 

Get organized! 
Regardless of your initia l attit ude, 

prac tice wi ll yie ld only minimal resu lts if it 
is no t we ll-p lan ned and orga nized . One 
step further, was ted time and effo rt wi ll 
keep you from feeling positive abou t your 
prac tice and eve ntually keep you ou t of 
" the zone'' . Init ially , you proba bly have a 
fair enough idea o f you r major weakne sses 
to prescribe the prope r prac tice rou tine for 
yo urself (or at leas t k now wha t needs 
improvem ent so that yo u can seek out the 
best technique s) . As yo u progre ss, yo ur 
weaknes ses wi ll become more sub tle and 
thus more d ifficu lt to asse s and will cer­
tain ly require some in p u t from yo ur 
friends , your oppo nents, and most impor­
ta ntly a qua li fied coac h or teac he r. Any 
tim e s pen t o n the cour t w il l he lp yo ur 
ga me, but ub stan tia l improvemen t on ly 
comes abo ut from the smar t work that you 
prod uce as you learn mo re about improve­
ment. From th i we see that to get the kind 
of success that most of us like, it is vita l to 
read the ins tr uc tio nals, attend the clinics 
and camp s, and work with the club pros to 
lea rn to make the bes t possible use of prac­
tice effo rts right from the sta rt. The faster 
yo u ge t started rea lly improv ing, the more 

fun this game is! 
Us ing the checkl ist provide d , make 

an honest assess ment o f your strengths and 
weak nesses in eac h area . Nex t (proba bly 
wit h input from a qua lif ied pro) set up 
blocks of time for exercises and dri.11s to 
improve in each one . Arrange yo ur blocks 
of time with prac tice in your weake r areas 
at the beginni ng of your session , working 
gradua ll y through to yo ur areas of 
stre ngth. By do ing this, you have begun 

better plann ing, plus avo ided boredom and 
te diu m by lim itin g time spent o n eac h 
component of you r game. 

Check to see if you tend to lack d isc i­
pline or go ove rboa rd. If eithe r is the case, 
you should now have some indica tion as to 
how to begi n to adj ust yo ur thinking to get 
back on the road to improveme nt. If yo u 
ca n ope n you r mi nd and foc u s yo ur 
efforts . your potentia l is lim ited on ly by 
the amount of work you choose to co mmi t. 

Checklist for Productive Practice 

Check each of these areas in your own game then seek out the 
best practice techniques to improve them. 

11 ✓ Stroke Mechanics 
✓ Court Positioning 

✓ Shot Selection 

✓ Serving 

✓ Returning Serve 

✓ Cutting Off (open stance) vs. Setting Up 

✓ Hitting Down-The-Line 

✓ Hitting Pinches 

✓ Hitting Ceilings 

✓Footwork 
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There is more to your string than ju st 
putting it into your racquet. A know ledge­
able stringer can do wonder s for your rac­
quet and hopefully your ga me . Your 
stringe r should be asking you que stions 
beyond what gauge and tension you want. 
Conversely, you need to know more than 
ju st ga uge and tension. Read on and learn. 

Gauge refe rs to str ing thickne ss. The 
high e r the numb er the thinner the string. 
Using thinn er strings res ult s in g re ate r 
power, more spin , and less fatigue to the 
player beca use of the string 's genera l abil­
ity to abso rb more ball impact. Converse ly, 
these benefits are offset by decrease d dura­
bilit y and tension maintenance. A note 
about tension guidelines: lower for powe r 
and higher for control when all facto rs are 
equal. i.e. same racquet , string , tension , etc. 
Be for ewa rned. it is imp oss ible to so lve 
control problems if you do not have at least 
a semblance of a correct stroke regardless 
of how tight you want your racquet within 
its des ign specs. Lower tensions will also 
red uce the tendency toward string breakage 
and elbow/wri st problems . If in doubt , go 
lower. It is more forgiving and tends to 
expand the swee t spot. 

F ind a certified racquet tech nicia n if 
one is available in your area. Many claim 
thi s certification but , in reality, as of 
August 1994 there were only 309 of them 
on a worldwide basis. Many still carry the 
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By Ralph Kusche 

older certification designation . Seek this 
stri nger next. Ask to see the certificate. 
Your stringe r should ask questions. How 
often do you play? Do you break strings 
often? Wh at is your game s ty le? The 
s trin ge r should th en have at least two 

Using thinner strings 
results in greater 
power, more spin, 

and less fatigue to the 
player because of the 
string's general abili-

ty to absorb more 
ball impact. 

options for you. When you have a broken 
string . leave it in the racquet. The stringer 
can glea n vital informa tion from how the 
string broke and why it broke . Ask if the 
strin ge r uses a spri ng type tensioning or 
constant pull (electron ic). There is no par­
ticular advantage to e ither but the constant 
pull will generally give about a 5% to to% 

Teaming up 
with the right 

stringer can 
make all the 

diff ere nee in 
your game 

firmer stringbed st iffness (tension). If you 
switch from one type to the other expect 
some playability differences at first. 

Ju st as there are different racq uets for 
different style s, there are differ ent string 
co ns tr uctions. Ba sica ll y there are two 
type s of strin g among sy nth etics : so lid 
core and co re less/ mult ifilament. Natural 
gut has no good place in racq uetball and is 
terribly expensive. Also , virtually all syn­
thetics are of some type of nylo n composi­
tion so don't be foo led into thinking that 
yo u are getting a better st ring when you 
opt for a synthetic gut instead of a nylon. 
It is a matter of how muc h and what type 
of nylon that determ ines a string' s quality. 
Solid core string holds tension better. If 
you are particul ar abo ut your tensio n use 
thi s t ype. Mullifilam e nt s have more 
advantages but almost always cos t more. 
They have greater resi lience, absorb ball 
shock better, tend to last a little longer for 
a given gauge and give a lillle more power 
due to their res iliency. 

Finally a word abou t cost. String ers 
will usua lly charge a fee eq ual to double 
their cos t for the strin g and a ten to four­
teen dollar fee for se rvice. It is up to you 
to determine if that suits you r pocketbook. 
Your cert ified stringer can prov ide more 
answers in person. 

Co ntact the USRSA to get the name 
of a cert ified stringer in your area. 



LETTERS 
I don't play Bl RAK IT out of desire, 

I play it out of need. Using the right arm is 
very therapeutic for me. I suffered a head 
injury September 11, J 990. My speech and 
right side were affected. Now I shave left 
handed, play racquetball left handed, and 
I ' m writing this letter left handed . Bl 
RAK IT has definitely helped me in my 
daily rehabilitation program . Thank you 
for your article. 
C. Zabriskie 
Centerville, Utah 

I recently purchased and read your 
recent "Instructional '94" issue. Thanks 
for the superb instructionaJ s and great cov­
erage of the events of the tour, etc. 

I enjoyed all the art icles and instruc­
tionaJs, but was thoroughly "blown" away 
(and loved) Coach Del Villanueva's 
instructional on "U sing Mental Imagery In 
Racquetball, (Imagine That )'. I have read 
many articles on the mental game and con­
ditioning as it applies to racquetball , but 
never one that has captured/described so 
succinct ly and e loquently th e game's 
intensity , challenge , excitement , and flow. 

Mostly , I fee l I ' ll ben efit from the 
exe rc ise included in the articl e where the 
reader is instructed to recall past successful 
exp erienc es /game s so he can "pro gram " 
himse lf to dupli cate this more consistently 
in the future ; a very logical and inspiring 
tool by which one can refine his/her physi­
cal game while simu ltaneou sly reinfor cing 
his me ntal game. 

I'm always excited when I see Del 's 
work as I feel he 's one of the most effec­
tive and inspirin g writers the sport has ever 
see n. I would love to see more of his work 
in KILLSHOT ! Good luck w ith your 
magazine ! 
M. Thurman 
San Bruno , Cal ifornia 

Enclo sed is my chec k for $32 .00 for 
my 2 year renewal. I read your disc laimer 
that my chec k must be rece ived by Nov . 
11. 

Cut me som e slack if it doe sn't get 
there -- rememb er I' m in Europ e and, oh 
ye ah , I stuck with you wh en you wer e 

going through your growing pains . 
Michael Sandoval 
APOAE 

My $.02 worth regarding what most 
recreational (and sometimes local tourna­
ment) racquetball players are looking for in 
a magazine ... 

Most RB players would want to sub ­
scribe to a magazine that has articles that 
are applicable and relevant to helping them 
improve their game . While the results of 
the pro tour are interesting to a point, sev­
eral whole pages detailing the standings of 
guys wearing Reebok shoes, or Penn 
gloves, or playing left-handed, etc., etc , are 
a bit much. I mean who cares? 

Look at golf, tennis, etc . magazines . 
Read e rs want instructional articles that 
help with their game. 

But. .. PLEASE , PLEASE, no more 
articles that are aimed at someone that just 
walked onto a court for the first time in 
their lives. lf you look at the vast majority 
of "instructional " articles (with the obliga­
tory diagrams of ball travel on the court) 
they are aimed at the complete novice 
level! How many times is someone going 
to diagram the path of a "drive serve " , a 
"z-serve", etc .? No one wants to read that. 
The best way for me to convey what I'm 
trying to say is that you should have the 
instructional articles aimed at player s that 
have been playing for years and may be 
"C", "B ", or "A" player s. Think about arti­
cle s written for them. It 's not as easy as 
putting in some reworked beginner's 
instructional article s, but that' s what would 
put your magazine into the hands of more 
reader s. 

Thanks for everythin g. Stick with it. 
P.S . Any idea what happened to Richcraft , 
or where I might still be able to find some 
"Pul sar" racquets? 
P. Furmonauiciu s 
Cheshire, Connecticut 

Check out Lynne Balthazor's article on 
the new frames on page 41, this issue. 
We hear Richcraft is alive and well in 
Idaho. 

Yo! Marvin 
Lov e th e mag! Ke ep up the good 

work -- you must have a great staff! 
W. Charlton 
Ha ll Park , Oklahoma 

Honest, this guy's not a relative. 

Please take my name off your mailing 
list. Your magazine is not worth the 
$16.94 . 
P. Knutson 
Anoka, Minnesota 

This guy could be a relative. 

I am writing to express my feelings 
on what a great job you have done with 
KILLSHOT magazine. I once was 
ranked #2 in the state of N.C . in 1991. I 
also competed in many of the semi-pro 
events offered on the East Coast. I am now 
an inmate at a Federal Prison Camp in 
Goldsboro, N.C. I was found guilty of con­
spiracy to distribute cocaine . 

The last two years have not been easy. 
I came to prison at the age of 2 I and I 
remember of playing National Junior tour­
naments like it was yesterday . I turned my 
life over to God and since then prayers 
have been answered . I have had the oppor­
tunity to go into the community Lo speak to 
kids at schools. If I could prevent just one 
kid from having to go through what I had 
to it would almost be worth it. I will con­
tinue to do this once released, at tourna ­
ments as well . 

I have been fortunate to be able to 
continue to play racquetball. It is outside 
and it is 3-walls. The sponsorships are not 
there any more but I love the game so 
much it does not matter. I try to teach as 
often as I can and even though there are 
not open players here to play it is sti ll com ­
petitive . I am presently trying to get the 
Jaycee s to buy a stringer for the prison . 
The adverti sements in KILLSHOT have 
been helpful. We will probably invest in a 
table-top model because of the lower price 
which may or may not be affordable still. 

Again , I thank you for your dedica­
tion and support for racquetball. It is very 
much appreci ated . Although I made some 
mistakes I plan to go back to racquetball 
and be succ essful again. KILLSHOT 
magazine gives me the desire to do so. 

(Name withheld by the Editors) 
Federal Prison Camp Seymour John son 
Goldsboro, North Carolina 

Anyone wishing to help out the Federal 
Prison Camp with a Stringer can do so 
by contacting KILLSHOT. Seems like a 
good cause. 
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Please circle th e answer or an swers that most appl y to you. 
Photocop y th e surve y or tear it out and mail it directl y to 
KILL.SHOT. 

Gend er: M 

Age: 18 & under 
3 1-35 
46-50 

Highes t level of education: 
Currently a student 
High choo l g radu ate 
Co llege graduate 

Indi vidual annu al income: 
Under $ 10,000 
S20.00 I - $35 ,000 
$50.00 I - SI 00.000 

19-25 
36-40 
50-59 

Wher e do you play racqu etball? 
Private club 
YMCA 
JCC 
In-home coun 

F 

26-30 
4 1-45 
60 & over 

So me high choo l 
Some co llege 
Advanced co llege study 

S l 1.000 - $20 .000 
S35.00 I - S50,000 
$Ove r S I 00,000 

Schoo l fac ility 
Mil itary fac ility 
Co mmunity rec ce nter 
Outd oo rs/Park Faci lity 

Other _ ___ ______ _ 

How often do you play? 
Less than once per month 
Every two weeks 
T wice per week 

How comp etitively do you play ? 
Just for exe rcise 
Leag ue/To urnament 

Mo nthl y 
Week ly 
Mo re than twice per week 

Rec n.:at ion al/Socia l 
Advanced Co mpetition 

Docs your style rely more heavily on power or contr ol ? 

Wher e do you buy your equipm ent: 
C lub Pro Shop 
Sponin g Goods Store 
Disco unt Store 

Mail Orde r 
Depanm ent Store 
Other 

s ••• 

\ Vhich of these factors influence yo ur equipm ent purchases? 
Price 
Qua lity 
Manufacturer·s Reputat ion 
Teac her or Pro Recomm e nda tion 
Warra nty 
Ap peara nce 
Co mfon 
Av ailabi lity 
Other ___ ____ _ 

Have yo u attended an instruction al camp ? 

Have yo u taken lessons from a club pro? 

What kind (s) of cross training do you do? 
Bl RAK IT Free We ights 
Statio nary b ike Treadm ill 
Sta ir climber Rowing Mac hine 
Swimmi ng Aerob ics class 
Oth er _______ _ 

rn which other sports do you particip ate? 

Mach ines 
Ski machine 
Runnin g 
Walking 

Go lf Te nni Sq uash So ftball 
Basketba ll Socc er Other Vo lleyba ll 

Would you like to sec more instructional materials availabl e? 

Would you like to have access to video tap es of pro matches? 

Do you belong to a racquetball organiza tion·? 

What other magaz ines do you re ad ·? 

Additional Comm ent s: ________ ___ ___ _ _ 

Mail to : KILLSHOT Reader Sur vey PO Box 8036 Paducah , Kentucky 42002-8036 
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Control through 
Preparation 

By Woody Clouse 
Webster 's Dictionary defi nes contro l 

as: Powe r to regulate ; dire c t or dom inate . 
Wh en play ing racquet ba ll aga inst a won hy 
oppon ent , there is no thing belie r than hav­
ing the fee ling of being in control ; hav ing 
th e power to dom in ate . Whi le there are 
many face ts of co ntrol, certa inly the first 
s te p is prop e r prep aration . Sp ea kin g in 
genera lities , this preparat ion takes the form 
of pra ctic ing yo ur shots, lea rn ing p roper 
move ment and co urt co ve rage as seco nd 
nat ur e, t rai n ing to pl ay at you r h ig hest 
physic a l pote ntia l, prop erly resting prior 10 
comp etiti on to avo id fati gue, e tc . On a 
mo re specific leve l, belier pre paring yo ur 
racquet, yo ur focus, and your body prior to 
hit t in g eac h s ho t wil l ce rt a in ly affo rd 
grea ter co ntrol of each shot an d translate 
into belier control of the match. 

Racquet Preparation 
On e of the s in g le bi gg es t way s in 

which player of more adva nced leve ls dif­
fer from o ther is w ith their improve d rac­
quet preparation. As a rule, be tter player 
co nsiste ntl y kee p th e ir rac qu e ts up (i n 
pos ition 10 shoot with c leaner, smoo ther 
form) . Keepi ng yo ur racqu et up (aro und 
eye leve l) will he lp you 10 swing into shots 
you might have only pushed or punched at 
be fore. Whe n your racquet stays up, you 
are automatica lly set in pos ition when your 
body turns. With your racqu et down, you 
wo uld be fo rce d to j us t p us h the ba ll 
de fcn ively . Try doing shufn e dri lls, (fac­
ing s ideway s , tra ve l by me ans o f s ma ll 
shu fn ing steps up and bac k on 1he court ) 
with your racquet in pro per ready position. 
Do this for both forehand and backha nd . If 
you have neve r given racquet preparation a 
seco nd thought, yo u' d better chec k with a 
c lub p ro o r in st ru ctio na l ca mp 10 he lp 
acquaint yo u with prop er stroke mec hanics 
and the nece ssary racqu et prep position. 

Focus on the Ball 
Te achin g yo ur se lf the hab it o f con­

stantly conce ntrating on the movement of 

th e ba ll w ill co ntribut e 10 impro ve ment 
faster than any oth er single adjustm ent in 
th e ga me. T he fi rst differe nce you will 
no tice is the awareness o f where the ball 
will end-up so you wo n' t be wasting your 
movements. T his will allow more time to 
prepare to hit each shot. Th e result will be 
more co nsiste nt , acc urat e and pow erful 
shots. An intangible benefit is how much 
more o f a "coun presence" you wi ll have. 
The increase d press ure your oppon ent fee ls 
will create more erro rs and leave you with 
more set-up s. 

Body Preparation 
Prope r preparation will improv e your 

body contro l and ga in yo u at leas t a step in 
mov emen t tow ard the ba ll. In order for 
yo ur body 10 move yo ur knees should be 
bent and your ann s shou ld be pump ing at 
you r side. T his can' t be done if you star t 
fro m a fla t- foo ted posi tion. Stay on yo ur 
toes , ready Lo react 10 the move ment of the 
ball. You must hold a clear image in your 
mind of c lea n movement and swing tech­
nique Lo exec ute properly. AL this point. a 
goo d video tape analy sis o f yo ur mo ve­
ment and posi tioning will go a long way. 
Wh ile you may envision tex t boo k form, 
yo u may be surpr ised that you r actual exe ­
cution loo ks far more awkward and sloppy. 
Keepi ng tha t clea r pic ture a nd workin g 
to wa rd ii wi ll s ta rt brin g in g a bo ut 
improve d control ju st as soon as the awk­
ward aspec ts start to fall away. 

Ac hiev in g to ta l con t ro l is acco m ­
plished with day to day empha sis on prop­
er prepara tion. As with any kill in sports, 
know ing these things in your head is o f lit­
tle value until you inco rporate them into 
your regular game throu gh praa ice. When 
yo u ca n co ntrol your racq uet. yo ur atten­
tion 10 the ball. and the move ment of your 
own body. yo u' ll probably find that your 
opponent ca n' 1 control you. Think prepara­
tion as your first step toward gaining con­
trol! 

HOLABIRD SPORTS 
YOUR FACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER 

CALL -110-687-6-100 * ONLY AT HOLABIRD * 
4M10U R SHIPPING • ONE LOW $3.15 SHIPPl'«I CHARGE 

FOR UNU IIITE D QUANTITY , NO SERVICE CHARGE 
FOR CREDIT CARDS . NEVER A FEE FOR RESTOCKING. 

U.P.S. VI D DAY AIR AT NO ADDmONAL CHARGE I FO R ALL RA CQUETS-C A LL. FOR DETAILS 

RACQ UETBALL RACQUETS - STRUNG 
NEW ! EKTELON EKTELON LlTENlNG 

ARC2 GRAPHITE SERIES CIRRUS RTS OVER - lf1.95 

FUSHION--OVER ··- - - - CALL ASTRA RTS OVER - - ·-- 1111.115 
CYB~VER - -· -- · CALL OUANTUS RTS OVER _ 47.95 

HEUX--OVER ··- ···- - ·- CALL EKTELON RTS-WIDE 
SYCOR--OVER ··- ··- - -· ◄9.95 CYROCCO OVER-NEW_ lf1 .115 
TRONIC--OVER ···- ··-· 38.95 £MJNENCE OVER- · 1211.115 

ARC2 UTDIINO SERIES LEXIS GRAPHTE OVER 311.115 
AAGE--OVER -- - - CALL TRJNITY MIOP\.IJS.SAI.£ 311.115 
XCESS--OVER - -- - -- · CALL TETRA MIOPI..U5-SAI..E _ 5◄.115 NEURO--OVER _ ____ 57.95 El»ITAAOVER ___ 5◄.95 

GRAPHITES PHYCON MIOPl.l.lS _ _ 6◄.95 

NITRO--OVER -·-·····-- ·· 29.115 COMPAA MIOPUJS ___ 78.95 
RYSOU--OVER -- ·-- 2◄.95 NEMESIS MIOl'lUS _ _ 115.00 
LUXOR--MIOP\.US - -- ◄9.115 BEAD 
ACCUAA--MIDPLUS --·· 35.115 

WILSON I G SERIES-&RAH D NEW I 
SI.EDGE H.IMIIEII J.l>OVEII l2ll.95 175 G .• _ 1◄9.95 2ll6 G....1111.95 
HM&IER 2.7-0VER•WIDE109.95 190 Q __ 12!1.115 2:20 CL.51!.95 
HAMMER 3.&-0VER·WIDE 63.95 LASER SPO eooo UTt <MR 108.95 
HAMMER ◄.0-0VER-WIOE 89.95 LASER $PO ◄000 OVER. 78.95 
TSU-NA-Ml OVER-WIDE. 311.95 LASER SPO 3000-WIOE 105.95 
C08AA-OVER•WIOE ._ .. 21.95 LASER SPO 2000 OVER. ◄9.95 
STILETT<>OVER·WIOE .. ◄7.95 LASER SPO 1000-WIOE . 53.95 
RffiEX OTI!-OVER•WIDE 3◄.95 COLOSSUS 3000-X ARM .89.115 
PROFILE-W IDE BOOY . 69.95 COLOSSUS 1000-MEO -· 59.115 
PHOENIX_ 3◄.95 KENNEX 

SPALDING-WIDE INNERSEAM !AX ·-··- - 81.115 
ASSAULT GRAPHITE ___ 99.95 INNOVATOR IAX . _ _ _ ◄e.95 

ASSAlA.TUGHT 103 ·- 119.95 POWER FUSED _ _ _ _ 311.95 
ASSAULT COMPOSITE _ 711.115 ASYMMETRIC SO 110 _ 129.95 
THE GOUATH _ -·- -·-- · 98.00 ASYMMETRIC 115 _ _ 99.95 
THE GOUATH COMP - ·· 7◄.95 INNERBEAM 105-- - ·- 1111.95 
TttUNOER HEAT 107 - ·· 109.95 EXTREME SUPEROVER 81.95 
Kill.SHOT 102 ·-·- ····- ·- ·32.95 OVATION SUPEROVER . 69.95 
PRO EXTREME -··- -··· 69.95 GRAPHITE Of'TIMUM _ . 59.95 
EXAC-TECH COMP -- ·-· 59.95 MICRO SHADOW -· ·-- - 54.95 

E-FORCE 
WEAPON--WIDE .................... CALL I 

REAi. OEAI.-WIOE ·-· - ·CALL TERMINATOR-WIDE _ . CAU. 
PREDATOR- WIDE .. - .. 127.95 STEALTH-WIDE ·····--··· 8◄ .95 

SUPER RACQUETBALL RACQUET SALE 
IIUNDU:OS OF HEW rDlST QUALITY- LOWEST PIICIS [VD! 

EKTELON OUAlffi/5 GRAPHITl: 1.110-SS. XS, Ft-$99 VALUE ·- 37.95 
EKTELON RTS OPTIMA-O VER- SUPER SMALL - ---· - ··· ◄3.95 
EKTELON CONCORD-M IOSIZE-S UPER SMALi. --··-·- V .95 
EKTELON ATS MAGNUM GRAPHITE- MIOSIZE-S S - - - -- 39.95 
EKTELON INTERCEPTO~ . XS OR FlAREO --·- - - 29.95 
EKTELON MENTOR- MID-SUPER SMALi. -·--· - ·--·-·- ···--· 31.95 
EKTELON OPEX--OVER-F LAREO OR SUPER SMALi. ·--· ··- 29.95 
EKTELON STRADA EXD-M ID- SS. XS OR RARED - ·-· 25.00 
KENNEX GRAPHITE MICRO- 3 518" OR 3 718' 33.95 
SPALDING ENCOUNTER--OVER--3 7/8" 14.95 

MEN'S & LADIES ' SHOES 
I HEAD SONIC 325-LOW MESH-MEN._ .$44.95 RETAIL--sALE $23.95 I 

t£AO AKTM NXlOR MESH 311.95 EICTELON INDOOR CT-LO 36.95 
HEAD ANTM INOOOR-lOM 39.95 EKTELON INDOOR CT-3'◄ 42-95 
HEAD ANA TOM SONlC-lO - 3◄.95 EXTaON SIYWS lolESIHoll. 29.95 
HEAO AW.TOii SONC 5J64al ◄9.95 EKTB.ON CENT AR LO-M 36.95 
HI TEC AORENAUN-LO-M 68.95 EKTilON REhEGADE 718-M 39.115 
REEBOK YOUEY TECtt-M CALL EKTELOII OUANORA l'◄-M . 59.95 
REE80K NSTAPI.IIP l'OU£Y. CALL KAEPA TEAMCOURT-l ◄5.95 

BALLS, EYEGUARDS & ACCESSORIES 
PENN UL TAA BLUE RACOUETBALL BAUS ··- ·--···- 8 CANS 10.95 
PENN GREEN RACO. BAU..S-NEW OFACIAI. -·· ··- 8 CANS 1◄.50 
WILSON TRU BLUE AACOUETBALL BAUS --- - - · 8 CANS 9.95 
LEADER NEW YORKER EYEGUAROS ··- - ····- -- -- ·- -·- ··- 18.95 
EKTELON Ol YMPUS EYEGUARDS - ····-· - ·- ·- 21.95 
EKTELON ODYSSEY EYEGUARDS .- - ·············-- - - ···- ·- ·-· 1◄.95 
BlACK KNIGHT ACTION EYEGI.ASSES !CLEAR) - -·----- 21.95 
EKTELON All PRO GlOYES .... 8.50 OR CU.SSIC Gl OVES_. 9.95 
EKTELON CONTROLLER GlO YES -··········-···········-········- ······- 8.95 
EKTB.ON PERFOflMER GI.DYES . 10.95 
NEUMANN PRO OURA-TACK GLOVEs--MEN & LADIES····- 11.115 
KENNEX VISION GLOVE5--UNISEX RIGHT - -··- ·-- - ·- ··- 8·50 
EKTELON CUSHION GRIP 3.25 I WHA TAGRIP-COLORS - - · 2.80 
TACKI MAC-RACO · ··· ·-·····◄·75 WRIST TETHER ··- -- - 3.95 
AACOUETBAl.l. SAVERS . 7.95 WRIST\ACER ··--- -· 1.115 

PHON E-MA IL -f'AX-S HOP OUR SHOWROOM OUTLET 
A LL. MA JOR TE NNIS a. SQU ASH RAC QU ETS . 

RACQ UETBA LL. BAGS, SHOES a. AC CESS ORIES 
AT LO WEST DISCOU NT PRICES EVE RI 

9220 PULASKJ HWY.• BALTIMO~2 1220 
MON.-FRL 9-S • SAT. 9-3 • CALL 41 -MOO 

24-BOVll FAX LINE - 41G-U7-7311 
MAtl. OR PHONE-SHIP ANYWHERa OIAR~tASTEllCAllD , 

VISA, DISCOVER OR AMERICAN EXPRESS I .t EXJ'. DATE OR 
SEND MONEY ORDER OR CIIECIC. S~l ADD. SHIPPING OIARGE 

OUTSIDE USA .t. APO-S. MD. RESIDENTS ADD s-.. f"REE CATALOG. 
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Subscribe today and save 16% off the newsstand price and 
$2.00 off the regular subscription price 

Don't delay. Just use the coupon below, enclose 
check or money order or charge card info and mail 
it today. Then just sit back and let the ..-.--- . 
explosive action of racquetball 
come to you. 

Save even more! 
Act now and sub-
cri be for two 

years for $32.00. 
You save 20 % off 
the newsstand price. 

That's like get ting two 
issues absolutely free! 

r-------------- --- -----
__ Yesl Send me 1 year 
of KILLSHOT at the spe ­
cial price of $16 .95 . 

I want to save more! 
Send me two years for $32 .00 

Enclosed __ _ 

Name 

--

--------------------

Address -------------------

City State Zip ______ _ 
---------

Cardholders Nome _______________ _ 

Account i Exp dote __ _ 

Signature __________________ _ 

( )MASTERCARD ( )VISA 

KILLSHOT P.O. Box 8036 Paducah Kentucky 42002-8036 

-

L-----------------------------------------------------------J 

-

Action 

Personalities 

Instruction 

Equipment 

Don't miss a single issue. 
Subscribe today and have 
the exciting world of rac­
quetball delivered to you 

five times a year! 

ffi 



Traveling fill Stars 
Compiled from material submitted by Woody Clouse, Ralph Kusche, & Mark Henry 

New Orleans 
Elmwood Summer Cooler 

• Swain: off and n11111i11g in the new season 
• Doyle: best of the rest • Reiff- anoth er 
nea r mi ss agains t Ray • Fow ler breaks 
into another quarter • Gonzale z rum s a 
f e11d into a day ar rhe beach • Vicki Garr err 
& Co . p11r toge th er another we lco m ed 
"Cooler" in the mid st of the swe lt erin g 
so11thern s11m111er • 

There was no streetcar named Desir e 
at the New Orlean s !RT stop this summer, 
ju st the runaway trolley named Swain that 
ran over the rest of the tour. New Orlean s' 
"Summ er Coo ler" opened the first pro sea-
on in over a de ca de to beg in with an 

undi s puted c hampion a nd anticipated 
.. king of the co urt ". Sud sy Mon chik 's 
up e t vic tory at the national s following 
Cliff Swain 's e limin ation at the hand s of 
Dr ew Ka c htik notwith randin g, Swain 
re igned upreme as the incumb ent cha mpi ­
on, and stood a t the pinnac le of the !RT. 
With Andy Roberts ab enc from the draw 
while reco ve ring from knee surgery , Jack 

Newman officially 
retired, and John Elli s 
and Mik e Ceresia rep­
re se ntin g their coun­
tries at the World 
Game s, some great 
opportunitie s were at 
hand for other players 
to gain some profes ­
sional ground. 

Texa s' Aaron 
Kat z and Maryland's 
D an Fowler took 
advantage of the situ­
ation with wins into 
the qu arters . Mike 
Ray ventured into the 
quarter s by pulling 
out a tight one in the 
breaker against 

II 

Florida's Sco tt Reiff only to fall to Mike 
Guidry in th e foll ow in g round.Ruben 
Gon za lez' usual war with arch rival Drew 
Kachtik ended in an atypical three to the 
dismay of the heavy Kachtik continge nt in 
the crowd . Las t seaso n's hot shot roo kie 
Sud y Monchik wa denied of a repeat 

win follow ing hi s 
upset at the nationals. 

1 I - I , 4-11, I 1-4, I 1-5 

Tim Doyle 
Stockton 

Coors Light 
Stockton Pro Am 

Swain d. Katz 
11-3. 11-3. 11-3 

Guidry d. Ray 
11-8.8-11. 11-5. 11-6 

Gonzalez d . Kaehtik 
11-4, 12-10, 11-6 

Doyle d. Fow ler 
11-6, 11-0, 11-8 

• Swain does it again • 
Mon chik proves 
Portland 110 f/ 11ke • 
Katz shows what he 's 
mad e of • Ka chtik 
tak es first round in 
Texas ri valry • Ellis 
mak es th e best of a 
tough 118 seeding • 
Rob Ferrins and the 
crew at Westlane 
reliv e /RT tradition • 

Swain d. Ellis 
11-5.9- 11, 11-5.11 -4 

Kachtik d. Guidry 
11-3. 11-5,2-11.11-6 

Katz d. Roberts 
11-7, 12- 10,2- 11, 7-11 , 11-3 

Monchik d. Doyle 
4-11.11 -8.8-11.11-l. ll-6 

One of the thre e oldes t co ntinu ously 
running tour s top s (a lon g with the 
Woodfield C la s ic in Chicago and th e 
Campbell ' s Pro Am in River si de) . the 
Westlane Racquet Club· annual labor day 
tradition has becom e something of an ea rly 
seaso n proving grou nd for the IRT. With 
Swain's ab olute domination of the pro 
tour . it may see m less than newswort hy to 
hi ghli gh t yet another pro win . De pite 
what the appearance may be at the surface, 
Swain ·s performance has been nothing less 
than spectacular and is even more news­
worthy since each of the top IRT pros has 
been playing brilliantly. In fact. Swain at a 
solid numb er one and Doyle jockeying 
between the number two and three posi­
tions hav e legi timat e ly been the most 
improv ed players of the past season. 
Rarely in any spo rt do we see the best in 
the world improve fas ter than the rest of 
their even hungrier competi tion, or do we 
see one player so completely dominate 
when his opponents maintain suc h a high 
level of competition. 

In addition to another fantastic perfor­
mance by the master. last year"s prodigy 
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Monchik and veteran Katz di stinguished 
themselves nicely in the Stockton event. 
Relyin g on lightening reflex es and a pin­
point power backhand from somewher e in 
out er spac e, Monchik ripped throu gh Ray , 
Doyle , and Ka tz for a berth in the final 
again st Swain . A solid showing and second 
gam e win again st Swain confirmed earlier 
ind ication s that the flamboyant kid form 
New York is well on his way to the top . 
Katz . the mas ter strate gist, reac hed into the 
ha t for an ama z in g up se t of Go nzalez in 
three and a narrow upset of a newly re turn­
ing Rob erts in the bre aker . 

In th e to p ha lf o f the pr o d raw , the 
Sw a in - Ell is a nd Kac htik - Gu idry pairin gs 
are tuff of whi ch r iva lries a re made. Full 
of bl ood & gut s , hu stle & grit. these ar c 
two of th e bes t m a tch-up s in the ga me . 
How eve r, now i the time to sec them since 
the IRT Boa rd i co n ideri ng '•nip pin g" th e 
draw in futur e e v e nt s to he lp avo id th e 
Hfrozc n' ' rank ings whi ch have be come the 
norm . Sm art mo ney picks e ither o f the se 
m atchc a a great ticke t o ption at any pro 
stop . 

Swa in 's win in the fin al le ft him with 
an und e fea ted mat ch recor d fo r th e new 
sea so n. and a pl ace in th e lo ng- tandin g 
hi tory of the Stockton eve nt. 

Arlington 
Cry tal City Pro-Am 

• Doy le se izes th e 11pse 1 • S 111ai11's fi rst 
loss i11 a fi nal in 16 0111i11gs • Clou se & 
Ray ji11d more fr11s1ra1io11 • Kar-::. beco mes 
the most 1111dere timated pl ay er 011 the 1011r 
• Re iff's s ec o nd d isa pp oi 111me111 i11 th e 
br eak er • Larr y Boswe ll, Bla ir Des io, and 
Th e Sk y lin e Clu b w e lcom e back a fr esh 
cas t of characters for its re111m 10 the pro 
1011r schedul e 

Aft e r e vcra l year of ab cnce, th e 
pre vio us ly lo ng- ta nding tra d iti o n of th e 
Arlin gton Vir ginia pro stop rcwrned to the 
IRT sc hedul e with a bi g spl a h in 199 4 . 
Whil e it ha continu ed 10 be som e thin g of 
an eas tern hotbed for racqu etba ll, the his­
toric c ity fo und that mu ch o f the prin ci ple 
cast of pro s had changed s ince its last ta tc 
of th e then " MPRA " in I 980 's. Instead of 
Hogan , Ye llen, Harn e tt, Inoue and (wh o?) 
Swain at the to p , the ' 94 e vent found 
Doyle , Rob e rts. Ka chtik , Guidry, and (rea l­
ly?) Sw ain at the top of a more profe ss ion ­
al, belier organi zed , and mor e solid IRT . 
As ide from th e tremendou s tal ent of the 
athlet es at the pro lev e l sinc e day on e, it 
had become clear that just about everything 

el se about racquetball is better today and 
that we have emerged from the ''dark ages" 
that marked l 980 's racquetball. 

Right from the start, the 1994 Crystal 
City Pro Am belon ged to Doyle. Marked 
improvem ents in tim ing and court cover­
age hav e added another dimension to his 
alr eady tough power game . His "off -duty " 
laid -back style givin g way to inten s ity and 
attitude on the court, Doyl e served his typi ­
cal bull e ts for the big up set in the atypical 
Saturda y night final. To his c red it, he also 
turned in so me of the bes t match es of the 
s ix teens, qu arte rs. and semi s again st Re iff, 
Ray, and Kach tik res pec tive ly. W ith two 
rounds of play on Satu rda y at the toughest 
pa rt o f th e tournament , Do y le's rece nt 
heavy e mph as is on fitn ess trainin g ma y 
have ju st g iven him the necess ary ed ge . 

Goo d early pr o car ee r pe rformanc es 
by Mik e Glowa and Dav id Hamilton fore­
cast so me se riou promi se from the South 
Carolina ·' Wild Man" and the National 
Juni or runn er-up . Woody Cl ouse, narr ow­
ly demed a qu arters appea ra nce a fte r five 
i nt e n e ga m es with Ray was fo rced to 
leave with yet anothe r fru strati on in hi bit­
ter fight into the top eight. Qui ckly rising 
as the mo t und e res tim ated pla ye r on the 
tour. Katz 1om1ed into hi seco nd co nsec-

utive quarter to prove that his performance 
the previous week in Stockton had been no 
fluke. 

As little as two year s ago, winning 
two consecutive pro stop s had been consid ­
ered a major feat and bordered on domina­
tion. Today with Swain's complete stran­
glehold on the IRT . and wins in some­
wh ere near 80 % of pro stops for the past 
two years, many fans and i ndced Swain 
him se lf regarded his second place to Doyle 
as ''slippin g" . Oh , how quickly they forget! 

Riverside 
CampbelJ ' s Healthy Request/ VS 

Splat Shot Pro Am 

• Doy le g rab s wi11 1111mber rwo for the 
s ea son • Cl o use toppl es the ma s ter • 
Roberts: ba ck in f orm f or the Jina/ • Goad 
s ho w in gs f o r Parai so , Karp , Mull e r • 
Campb e lls a11d TheT011r11a111e111 Hous e 
Team f orm a,1 unbeatable co111bi11a1io11 • 

Neve r mi s ing a bea t. Rich Wa g ne r 
and th e Campb e ll s co mpan y hav e c tab­
lished the ultim ate arena for pittin g the old 
sc ho o l aga ins t th e ne w wav e and w e l­
co med the mo t ec lec tic m ix o f pas t star s. 
near-g reat s. wa nna -bes , risi ng s tar s. and 

The new Pro Penn Racqu all is faster and highly 
visible. ,A.s for its top speed, we don't know, that all depends 

on how hard you can hrt it 
uro1 cd (or O'>d wilh !he help o( IJ>e p,o(ess,oncJ playc,, o( the IRT. 
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Swain d. Ellis 
9-1 I. I 1-4. 11-8. I 0- I 2. I 1-8 

Roberts d. Guidry 
11- 13. 11-6. 11-4 , 11-5 

K ach1ik d. Katz 
11-5, 11-4 .11 -4 

Doyle d. Ray 
6- 11, 6-11. 11-7. 11-5. 11-3 

every1hing in-be1ween nil along the way. 
Th e L.A .- Huntin gton Beach-Anaheim ­
Riv er ide " ferti le crescent'' is certai nly the 
epicenter of the biggest racquetbal l state in 
the country. 

co nf idence. Robert s. on the oth er hand, 
carr ied the secure knowledge that he had 
routinely held Doy le at bay for the past 
three seasons. In all honesty, i t was a trib ­
ute to hi incredib le talent th at Roberts 
could pring back to n five-gamer nt this 
level at nil after being side lined for knee 
urgery . Wh ether Doy le's now-famous 

traini ng made the di ffe rence or Robert s· 
prolonged time off , Doy le ga med solid 
gro und in both the ranking and confid ence 
column s with a big win in the breaker. 

Roberts d. Guidry 
I 1-2. I 0- 12. 11-6. 5-1 I. I 1-4 

Gonzalez d. Kachtik 
11-8.3-l l. ll-l. 11-2 

Doyle d. Ray 
4- 11.11 -7.11 -9 .11 -9 

Montreal 
VCI Challenge Cup Ser ies 

• Swai11:back in the winner's circle • 
Clouse . Fowler, Jelso look good • Ceresia 
& Gree11Jield ca rr y Ca nada's tor ch • 
Michel Gag11011 and Nautilus Plu s wel­
come the pros back to French 1\lfo11treal • 

Now after several easons of regularly 
play ing Canadian Pro Stops, the pros from 
the U.S. have become accustomed to the 

ING 

Since much of the tour has become 
the Swain game, an up et of the ma ter is 
destin ed fo r th e head lin es. Wh ile we 
alway knew Clou e hn the potential. and 
certainly no one knows Swain ·s game as 
well (w ith the possible exception of Ell is 
who has been tuck playin g Swain for the 
last gazilli on tourn ame nt ), his quarter 
fin al upset of the king came nearly as much 
of a urpr ise to C louse himsel f as to the 
crowd and Swain . Bott om lin e - Clouse ' 
serve wa on l ike never before, preventing 
Swain fr o m eve r estab l i hin g co nt rol. 
Speculation regarding Swain's vulnerabili ­
ty and C lou se· audaci ty circulated the 
crow d. while Clo u e left with one of hi 
most importa nt career wi n to date . 

And wh at of the earl y round s? New 
IRT Satellit e To ur Dir ector Eric Mull er 
pos ted n goo d win in thr ee over 
California 's Steve Lerner who always 
play well in thi s event at hi s home club . 
Ell is quickly blasted past one of the game's 
favorite former c hampion s, Dav e Peck. 
Adam Karp continued to show sol id poten­
tial in River side, if often a bit unorthodox . 
An other Californi an that alway fares very 
we l l at thi eve nt . Joey Parai so, took a 
four -gamer from a tough Tony Jelso. 

EISEIS,J 

When it all came down to the Doyl e -
Robert final, we were truly left wi th the 
knigh ting of the game's next hero to cham­
pion the cau e of the underdog against 
Swain . A s o ne of only two pl aye rs to 
defeat Swain th is season, the only other 
player to wi n nn !RT stop, and certai nly the 
best trained and prepared of the two for 
this event, Doy le certain ly had reason for 

AM 

The Penn Tac Racquetball G lov e has a leather grip and padding in 
the knuckles . tt's the only recom m ended clothing for serious players 

that want to smash some balls, not build some snowme n. 

71,e Off,oot a.,..., or the tR r 
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Swain d. Elli s 
11-9. 11-5. 9- 11. 11-7 

Kachtik d. Guidr y 
11-7 . 11-5. 3- 11. 7- 11. 11-8 

Robert d. Gonzalez 
11- 1. 11-9. 2- 1 I. I I -5 

Doy le d. K atz 
3- 1 I . I 1-5. I I -6. I 1-2 

diff erin g gamesty les and customs o f the 
hos t Ca nadian s. U nf o r1un atel y fo r th e 
Canadi an player~, si nce many of them do 
not play the tour in the U.S .. their resultin g 
seedin g. force them to play dir ectl y int o 
the top of the !RT in the openin g round . 
With valuable VCI Chall enge Series stand­
ings at take. the top JRT regula rs were in 
no mood to pull any punche . Still. all in 
all. it was an impr essive how ing for some 
very talented pl aye rs. Regula r l y in th e 
Int ern ati o nal T o ur l i neup , Sherm an 
Greenfeld and Mi ke Cercsia were the only 
Ca nadi an~ to mak e it int o the si x teens. 
W onh y of menti on. howeve r we re o lid 
eff orts by Richard Lari vee and Bri an Valin 
again t C lou. e and Gonzalez re pecti vely. 
co min g out of the gate. strong w ith good 
scores in the fi r~t games. 

The spectre of up ct loomed ominous­
ly ove r the . ix teens w ith 50% o f the match-

e st re tc hi ng t o fi ve ga mes . Clo use. 
Fow ler. and Jel o earned international pats­
on-the-back for near mi s es. Bri an Ranki n 
pl ayed br i ll iantl y again t Swain wit h two 
comeback game that tied the match, only 
to be slammed into the shutout wa ll i n the 
breaker. Th e onl y underdog to c lose the 
deal for the up et 111 thi s round was Katz, 
who. aft er yea rs of t o urin g has now 
become a regular in the quarter . 

In each o f hi matche in M ontr eal. 
S, ain found somethin g ex tra to comp lete­
ly ri e above h1 oppo nent. For the third 
tim e in the early sea on'. fir st four event . 
D oy le was un abl e t o capitali ze o n an 
opportunit y against Swain in the fi nal. 

Oeliverin~ 
the 0 

Doui!hnuts 
Doyle 11, Fowler O New Orleans 16s Swain 11, Rankin O Montr eal 16s 
Roberts 11, Karp O Riverside 16s Swain 11, Ellis O Chicago Quart ers 

Roberts 11, Katz O Baltimore Quarter s 
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Swai n d. Ell is 
11-8. 11-7 . 11-0 

Guid ry d. Kacht ik 
111-6. 2- 11. 12- 10. 11-6 

Roberts d. Gonzalez 
11-4 . 11-6. 11-6 

Ray d. Doy le 
11-5 .12 - 10.3 -11 . 11-6 

Chica go 
Woodfield Halloween Classic 

• T!te ''Swai n Trai n •· ba c k 011 tra c k • 
Roberrs wi r!t a s!tifr in p ow er? • Cred ir ro 
Elli s • Ka cl,rik & G11ic/1y ji g !tr ir our again 
• A11or!ter incre d ible 1011m a111enr and week­
end co1tr1esy of r!,e Neg re re bro r!ters • 

Co ul d th e C h ica go eve nt o n 
Hall owee n weeken d have been a turnin g 
point for the IRT ea on? Swai n had lo t 
onl y one fin al i n w hi c h he appea red in 
near ly two yea rs (C ry tal C it y Pro A m -
A rl i ngto n. V ir ginia). Doy le had forced that 
singul ar loss and had pu hed Swa in already 
in fin als in N ew Orlea n and M ontr eal. 
Still telll ati ve on his new ly repaired knee. 
Robert had mis ed the New Orleans ea-

son opener all together, fared only mod­
erately well i n Stock ton, fell to Swain 

in fo ur i n the semi s in A rlin gton, 
then suffe red defea t at the hand 
of D oy l e in Ri vers id e and 
M ontreal. W hi le no player con is­
tentl y thr eatened Swa in' stand­
ing, Doy le clearl y opened the ea­
on wi th the upper hand on the re t 

of the tour . Co n idcr ing Robert ' 
co nsistent v ictories over Doy le in 
past seasons, the que ti on remained 

as to the outco me o f their matches 
upon Roberts' complete recove ry. 

Robert s' tr ek th ro ugh the draw at 
the W oodfie ld Club to to face Swai n in the 
fin al put a temporary end to the Swai n -
Doy le show, produc ing somethin g of a sea­
sonal turnin g point. Because of i nterven­
tion from a smokin ' Ray in the quarters, it 
gave no conclusiv e evid ence of how Doy le 



Baltimore 
VCI Challenge Cup 

Series 

Kachtik d. Guidry 
11-7. 13-15 . 11-5 . 8-1 1, 11-8 

Roberts d. Katz 
11-0. 11-1. 11-2 

• Business as usual for 
Swain • Roberts in 
champi onship form -
against everybody 
exce pt # I • Good 
show ings for Rankin 
& Reiff • J . Swearin 
and JAM spo rts pro­
d u ce a 11o rher g rear 
eve111• 

Doyle d. Ray 
11-2 . 11-7. 2- 11. 11-9 Thi s year's VCI 

Challenge Cup series 
ev ent in B alt i mor e 
pr ese nt ed Roberts 

and Roberts wou Id square off against one 
another at that poin t in the season. 

wi th a double edged swo rd. Underscorin g 
his abilities at I 00 % he cla imed his fi rst 
victory over Doy le for the season. In fact 
he made a substantial c laim to the .. best of 
the rest" crown. but good adv ice say don't 
u e the phrase too freely in hi presence. 

T he downsid e fo r Rob erts wa s his 
second lack-l uster and decidedly sub-stan­
dard performa nce agai nst Swain in the 

final. While Swain can make anybody 
look bad, the back-to-back finals against 
Roberts in Chicago and Baltimore certain­
ly did little to convey the tremendous 
power and precisio n of Roberts or the fact 
that he is now one of only an elite handful 
of players capable of beating Swain . 

The con test of the tourney was the 
Texas showdow n between Kachtik and 
Guidry in the quarters. The two sidekicks 
turned their weapons on each other once 
again and proved that their complete 
knowledge of each other' s game makes a 
bad match between them an imposs ibili ty. 
In the end. Kachtik 's consisten cy over­
came Guidry 's mistakes for the win . 

Ray coo ly and sy stematically di s­
pat ched Monchik but wa sn 't nearly so 
effective against Doyle in the quarters. The 
dual glass corner evident ly created some 
problem s for Ray in tra ck ing th e ball . 
Doy le took advantage of the problem. but 
could find no suc h crack in Rob ert s · 
defenses in the fiv e-gamer that followed in 
the semis. 

Seven events into the sea on. Swain 
has picked up where he left off last year. 
With Roberts and Doy le hot on his heals 
though. the ride won't be easy. 

Th e Swai n - El l i and Ka c htik -
Guidry quarters proved ju t as e ci ting in 

C hi - town as they had prev iou sly on the 
tour. Big poi nts to Ell is for heart , a lesser 
com peti tor wo uld surely be co mpl ete ly 
insane from faci ng Swai n at evety outin g. 
Guidr y found revenge for hi previo us lo s 
to Kacht ik, and surpri sed Swain wi th an 
exagge rat ed ag g res ive ness that save 
Swai n 's moth e rin g him wi th pre sure 
would have topp led the king in the semis. 

In a reas uri ng eff ort for Ray fan , 
the b ig southpaw from South Ca ro l i na 
rev1sJted the champi onship form that kept 
him at the top of the IRT for ·evera l years 
and defeated Doy le in the best effort and 
best match of the tournament. In a devas­
tating lump for far too long now, Ray cer­
l:J.inl y till has th e fin est fore hands and 
over head in the game. No fluk e in the 
quarter , Ray held gro und fo r a good fi ve 
against Roberts in the emis. 

IFfflUCAN'I 

Recent Olymp ic Fe t iva l Champion 
De rek Rob i nso n po sted a bi g v i c to ry 
again st ho t ho t Mon chik in the thirty­
two s. Foll owi ng his lead. several others of 
the tour' s ' ·co re" player made soli d show ­
ings in Chicago. 

No dipl omacy possibl e in describin g 
the fina l. Swai n deli vered a v ic ious and 
thorou gh def eat in a qu ic k fiv e aga in t 
Rob ert s' wor st perf o rm ance in history . 
Leavi ng the windy c ity for the fir st no­
snow 1-Iall owec n in severa l season , the 
stage wa s et for the comi ng Robert • 
D oy le showd own . . .. Wond er if Swa in 
loses any leep over the other pro ' move­
ment within the rankin g ? 

SJANDTIIE 

OF ECOURl 

But if you like it hot. play th e Penn U ltra Blue Racquet ball. And if 
yo ur opponent objects, hey, just point out that th e door's not locked. 

The Oflioal Ball o( the MRA 

K I L. L. S H O T • 23 



VCI Spreadsheet 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

I I. 

12. 

13. 

14 . 

15. 

16. 

IRT 

Cliff Sw ain ( I) 
13ra inir ee. Massac t1use 11s 

Tilll Doy ! · (2) 
1 lunti ng to n Bea c l1. Ca lifo rn ia 

An cly Robe rts (3) 
M emphis. Ten n cs ee 

~lik e Gui d ry (5) 
Da llas. Texas 

D re w Kac htik (4/ 
Da llas. Texas 

~lik e Ray (6) 
Hilt o n Hea d . So utl 1 Ca ro lin a 

Rub en Go nza lez (7 ) 
S ta ten Is land. New Yo rk 

Jo hn Ellis (9) 
S toc kto n . Ca li fornia 

w oo d y C lo us e ( 1 O) 

Jac kso n v ill e . Flo rida 

A aro n Ka tz ( 1 s , 
Da llas . Texas 

Suctsy Mo nc hi k ( I I ) 
S ta ten Is land , Ne w Yo rk 

Da n Fo wl er ( 1 6 1 
S ilve r Sp rings, Maryland 

Lo ui s v oge l 
T aos. New Mex ico 

Roge r I la rrip c rsa d 
Saska toon. Saska tc l1awan 

r\d am Karp 
Los An ge les. Ca lifo rni a 

B rian Rankin 
St. Lo ui s, Misso uri 

IRT ra nkin ~ p ro vid ed IJy w o rld Racq ue t Spo rts Assoc ia tio n 
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I. 

2 . 

3 . 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7T . 

Tl". 

7T. 

10 . 

I I. 

12. 

13T . 

13T. 

15. 

16 . 

WPRA 

M iche lle Go ul d ( I ) 
Bois e . lda l10 

Robin L ev in e (3) 
Sa c ramento. Ca liforni a 

Mar c i Dr ex le r (2) 
San Di ego. Ca lifo rn ia 

Che ry l Gud in as (4) 
Lis le . ll hno 1s 

Ly nn Cob urn (5) 
B a ltimore. Mary la nd 

Caryn ,, Kin ney ( I 1) 
r\tl anta . Geo rg ia 

Laura Fenton (7) 
Lin co ln. Nebraska 

C l1ris Evo n (8) 
San Di ego. California 

!\lo ll y O'13rie n (6) 
Soud e rton. Pennsy lvania 

Robin Wh itm ire 
A tlant a. Georgia 

Roz Olson ( 1 OJ 
New Pa ltz . New Yo rk 

M ic l1e lle Wir ag h 

Jane t Myers ( 1 2) 
Cl1arlo 11e . No rth Carolina 

Kim Mac hir an ( 1 ST) 
Ballwin. Missouri 

De e Fe rr e ira-Wo rth ( 1 ST) 
A nahe im H ills. Ca li forn ia 

Kim Russe ll 
A tlant a. Geo rgia 



VCI Chall eng e Cup Series 

I . C li ff Swa in 

2. Tim Doy le 

3. t\ ndy Roberts 

4. Drew Kaclitik 

5 . Mik e Guidry 

6. l'vlike Ray 

7T. Ruben Gonza lez 

7T. Jo lin Ellis 

A m e rican Ama te ur 
Racq uetba ll Assoc iation 

25+ 
t . Dave Ca rdi llo 
2. To ny Bos c ia 
3 T . Jim Jeffe rs 
3T. Jo lin Negr e te 
5 . David Mc1\f ee 

t . Lorra111e Galloway 
2 . Kim Russ e ll 
:J . Josee Moore 
4T . B.J . Elir go tt 
4T Kers ten Hall a ncle r 
4T . Meg an OMall ey 
4T . A ll ison Wo hl 

Racq ue tba ll Canada 

1 • Sl, e rm an Gree nf e ld 
2. Sim o n f{o y 
3. Mik e Ce res ia 
4. Hay dn Jon es 
5 . Doug McQuarri e 

I . 
2 . 
3. 
4 . 

5 . 

Ca ro l l'VICFe triclge 
Su e McTagga n 
Josee Grandma itre 
V ic ki (Brow n) Sli anks 
Linda Ellerin g to n 

I. 

2. 

3 . 
4 . 

5 . 
6. 
7. 

8 . 
9. 
I O. 
I I. 

12. 

13. 
14. 

15T . 
15T. 

15T. 
18. 
19. 

20T. 
20T . 
22 . 

23T . 
23T. 
25. 
26. 

Whe elchair 
Racqu etball 
International 
Rankings 

Ch ip Parme lly, us 

Gary Bake r. us 
Ma rk Cormack. Canada 
Jake sme lli e. Ca nada 

Ken Michay lenko . Canada 
Caro l Mu lhollanc t. Ca nada 
Li es l Tesch . Aus t ra lia 
Steve Kuke tz. us 
Dennis May . Ire land 
Geo rge S imons. G reat Briti an 
Darren Cunningham. Aus tra lia 
Run e Lo rentsen. Norway 
Colin Dawson. Aus tralia 
Ray Boudreau. Canada 

John Finn. Ireland 
Tom Hynes . Ire land 

Oscar Diaz. Arge nt ina 
Philip Sma llman. Aus tralia 
Mark Fow ler . Great Br itian 
Anna Tavano. France 
Hec tor Zuniga, Argen tina 
Danny Aykroyd. Great Britian 

Karen Da rke . Grea t Bri tian 
Gary Vaughan, Grear Br it ian 
Cha rles Heerey, Aus tra lia 
Steve Jones. Gr ea t Br it ian 

VCI 
VW CREDIT, INC. 
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At the Tour's Core 
Beyond the top ten of the IRT is a group of solid 

racquetball players who consistently keep pressure 
on those at the head of the pack 

Dan Fowl er has power , speed , and a 
ve ry aggress ive s tyle but he has had 
troubl e winning big tic breakers. 
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By Aaron Katz 

From the Baltim ore area. Dan Fow ler 
boasts and imp ressive track record against 

th e be · t p layers of t he 
Non heast as he goes after 
th e pro . Wi th power . 
speed, and a very aggres ive 
sty le. he stormed all the way 
into two quarter last sea­
so n. Even af ter reg ul arl y 
cap lllr i ng game wi ns fr om 
mos t of t he top p ros, 
Fow ler 's Ac h i ll es ' hee l 
seem to be his inabi lit y to 
w in the big tie breakers. A 
bit more experience on the 
IR T and ome imp roved 
hot selection at the crucial 

poi nts w ill take hi s natural 
pro gamesty le a long way . 

Th e number one shoot­
er from th e lege nd ary 
M emphi s State co ll eg i ate 
team for the past fo ur years, 
Sco tt Reiff has alr eady 

begun c hippin g aw ay at t he I RT . 
Unque t ionably talented and clearl y dri ­
ven. the tall native Flor id ian has been one 
of the most vi ible o f t he new breed that 
ha threatened the IRT in the past couple of 
seasons. Unfo rtunately Rei ff has fou nd ur­
pri sing ly too many opport unities to snatch 
defea t fr om the j aws of v ictory (OK, I ' ll 
say it - he choked). Mot notably . in each 
of the last two New Orl ean Pro stop he 
ha let M ike Ray out of the trap whil e serv­
ing wi th a ten-to -six lead in a match game. 
Th e trick now i to see if Rei ff can heal 
those scar and carr y th rough to take his 
obvio us pro-sty le game r ight to the top. 

An ex tr emely hard hi t te r fro m the 
Southwest, Lo uis Voge l has played most of 
the !RT tourn aments fo r severa l yea rs. 
B ull et ser ve s, smoo th st roke s, and a 
tremen dous vari ety of sho t · are al l hall ­
mark s of his game. Vi sibl y losing steam 
durin g the gru el i ng two round Thur sday 
(Both the round of 32 and round of 16 arc 
played on Thur sday at most IRT events.), 
Vogel has yet to break through into his fir st 
quarter raising serious questions about his 
overa ll fitn ess level. Several losses to M ike 
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cross-training 
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International 
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bilateral development 
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Besides, why swing one 
racquet when you can 
swing two? 

BIRAK 
IT TM 

(904) 398-5428 

IT 

kes 

' ......... 

) -..... 



·, 

• 
-------------

Two years ago. Tony 
Jel so was considered 10 be 
one of the holiest prospect s 
on the IRT . Big, quick. and 
strong. he came through the 
ranks of the Southwe st with 
a natural power game. A bit 
too much ''tink ering· • with 
hi s ga me . how eve r . h as 
taken its toll on Jelso ·s con­
fidence . At age 24 . Jel so 
mu s t shake off severa l 
round of 32 losses to rega in 
the confid ence 10 make use 
of the tim e he still has 10 

break into the top eig ht. As 
he is realizing. confide nce 
is a neeting quality on the 
IRT. 

Former Canadian champ, Mike Cercsia 
has wavered on the brink of the top ter• 
for several seasons. 

Guidry in the sixteen s may hav e chipp ed 
away at Vogel 's co nfid ence, makin g his 
advancem ent into the top spots eve n more 
difficult. 

A native of Vermont, now transplant­
ed to Texas, Todd O ' Neil is one of the 
most difficult player s 10 understand . Gifted 
with a world of talent, he possesses racquet 
skills second to none and an array of angles 
that make opponents ' eyes cros s. O ' Neil' s 
performance on the IRT has been sporadic 
at best , however , becau se of his reluctance 
to completely commit mentally and phy si­
cally 10 the pro game . Some soul sea rching 
that might result in a renewed commitment 
to profe ssional racquetball is vital in order 
for O' Neil' s game and career to progre ss 
any further. 
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Unquest ionably one of 
the be s t up a nd co ming 

play ers in the game today , 
Southern California's Adam 
Karp appears to have the 
mental ca pabilitie s to sur -
vive on the tour . After sev­
eral close calls with only a 
few outings again s t the 
pro s. it seem s some added 
size and strength might be 
all it would take to do some 
real damage . Karp presen ts 
a collection of lob serves as 
good as those of any pro on 
the tour. His style of sheer 
reckle ss abandon in rallies 
clearly invite s injurie s that 
could se riou sly hinder hi s 
progre ss. 

Solid strokes, good move­
ment, and an excellent 
drive serve all make up the 
tools that could make 
Roger harripersad a top 
pro. 

-

While often upstaged by flashier and 
more dramatic play ers. Mike Ceresia has 
called upon tremendous guile and creativi­
ty 10 carve out a solid plac e on the lRT . 
He has wavered on the br ink of the top 
eight or at leas t top ten for several seaso ns. 
A former Canadian National Champion. 
Cere sia has reached an age where devel­
opment of new weapons is difficult, but 
may be required to further his progr ess . 
An atypica l fir st round loss 10 junior 
nationals runner-up David Hamillon ear li­
er this seaso n not withstanding. numerous 
seaso ns of pla ying every tour stop have 
added con fidence to his uniqu e arse nal 
that make him a key obstacle in the path of 
any ambi tious tour rookie. 

Solid strok es . good mo vemen t, and 
an exce llent drive serve all make up the 
tool s that could make Roger Harrip ersad a 
top pro. Problems with spon sors hips and 

-
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I 
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the amateur association of his home 
Canada have kept him from touring as a 
pro as much as he would have liked. In his 
upper twenties , time is of the essence for 
this low key competitor. Wins over many 
top pros over the years have provided some 
confidence to use as a solid base for an 
attack on the top eight this year. 

A product of world intercollegiate 
champion teams first at Memphi s State , 
then at South West Missouri State, Brian 
Rankin is a good solid player free of too 
much reliance on any specific weapons . 
Sound fundamentals and good shot selec ­
tion have provided regular appearances in 
the second round of several recent pro 
stop s. Rankin let a key upset slip away 
recently at the VCI event in Baltimor e after 
servin g nine - three in the breaker against 
Dr e w Kachtik . If he ca n continue to 
improve as he has over the past couple of 
years , Rankin should be in line to win a lot 
of matche s. 

From the Pacifi c Northw es t. Derek 
Robin son may be the most inlriguing of the 
tour ' s "n ew lion s". The tall es t of all the 
lRT pl aye rs, his 6'5" + fram e be lies hi s 
incredible quickn ess and agility . Whil e still 
lacking se riou s pro experience. this tough 
kid may ju st hav e the mental ability and 
drive to pay his dues on the tour and find 
himself among the top eight. A solid colle­
g ia te ca ree r w ith wo rld c ha mpion s 
S . M.S .U . a nd rece nt s tr o ng a ma teur 
howing at the Olymp ic Fe tival prove that 

Robin so n ha pote nti al. His uno rthodox 
style makes him very interes ting to watch 
on the court. 

Th e '·Cliff Swa in ·· o f Canad a . 
Sherman Greenfeld has turned quick think­
ing and a squash-like style into an arsenal 
that ha dominated in Canada for most of 

Sherman Greenfeld has 
turned quick thinking and 
a squash-like style into an 
arsenal that has dominated 
Canada for most of recent 
history. 

recent history. While he has 
beaten many of the top U.S. 
players in international 
amateur competition, he has 
yet to meet with anything 
like that kind of success on 
the IRT . His unique style is 
sure to cause confusion. 
Some adjustment to "clean 
up" his shot selection and 
court position are vital in 
order for Greenfeld to find 
real succe ss on the tour. 
Still he's a delight to 
obs erve since nobody does 
what he does like he does ! 

24 HR . SHIPPING 
EXPERT ADVICE 

OPEN : Mon .•Thur s. 9·8 Fr, , 9·6 Sat 10·5 Sun 12·4 

SAMUELS' 
LOWEST PRICES 

- -- - -....:~--- - _-.; _ _.. -~I-•--·----·-·-----~ -= -= ~ = ~ = ="E~e~m":1"::rn=-= -- - --~·-·-·--
TOLL FREE ORDER LINE 

INFO LINE 513-791-4636 U.S. AND CANADA 1-800-543-1153 

RACQUETBALL RACQUETS 

EKTElON 
fusion Ale 2 (OS) ••• • .... • CALL 
Cyb<r Ale 2 (OS) •• •.•. .•. CALL 
Helil Ale 2 (OS).. . • .•. • • CALL 
Sycor Ale 2 (OS)... . .•. CALL 
Trooic Ale 2 (OS) . • • . • CALL 
lf,uo(OS) ••. . •.••. .• . CALL 
Ry,on (OS). . . . • • • • • • • • . CALL 
R,ge Ale 2 IJtonlng. . . . • CALL 
X= Ale 2 Lllon,ng. • • . • CALL 
NN<o Arc 1 Litening •. ... •• CALL 
Lu1or MP • •• •• •... • .• . •• CALL 
AoanMP .............. CALL 

PROKENNEX 
AssymeU,o 951110. . • • •• CALL 
lnnort,eam ULX. . . . • . . . • • CALL 

HEAO Laser 600l. . . . . . . . . . CALL 
w,, 4000. . . . . . . . . . . . . CALL 
175. 190. 10S.110G.. . . . .. CALL 

WILSON Sl,dgth.lmmtr J 0 .... CALL 
Hammtr :;6 • ••. • . •. • ..•• CALL 

SPALOING Ass.lull. • •..•... CALL 
Thund<rHeat. • •. • •••...•. CALL 

24 Hour Fax Line 513-791-4036 

EKTELON BAGS 

RTSEJp,ess .... ••... . •. • • 2995 
Cross Spo11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.95 
TOUtnamonl. •.•.•.• • •.••• JI 95 

EKTELON CLOVES 

All Pro Gto.~ .. . .......••• CALL 
Conlroile< Gio,~. • • • • .... CALL 
Conlendef. Enforc,,. Sensor CALL 
,.,._,lor •.. . •..•... . .• . ••• CALL 
D.gite<: •••.......•. .. . .••. CALL 
O.U :cGio,t .•..••••••• CALL 
Performer GIM . • • • .. • . •.• CALL 
Ale 2 Graphije. . • • •... • ••• CALL 
Mut3(). . .• ...••. •. • .••. •• CALL 

HEAO BAGS 

G-5eroes Club ..... ... . . .... 29 95 
G S.roesSport .... . ...... . . 205 

ACCESSORIES 

PENNTocGio,-e •........... CALL 
T°"'" Toclf!Old Gto.~ .• ••. .. CALL 
Tourn S<i<e1 GIM .•••••.. . CALL 
Cabr<ILI G!M .. . ...... . . CALL 

ACCESSORIES 

KENNEX O..tron GIM .... •. . 11.95 
Dominator GIM ..... . . . •. 11.95 
ReilC!or Gio../Tribute .... . • CALL 

HEAD Conquest G!ove •• . .•.. CALL 
Semalron GioYe. . • • • • • • . CALL 
Ma>tr d GioYe . ••.•.....• CALL 
Rodic:al. Web. R,negade. . . . CALL 

~"EIJIIANN Gl.lcutor ••.••• • .• 14.95 
OyNtaci GioYe . . .....•.•. . 9 95 
Pro OyNtaci GioYe . . •.. •.. 1195 

EXTRON Rubber Grip/AME ••• 5.50 
CusllionG11p . . .•.. . .. . .. J.50 
OverwnpGtip ............. 325 
V-0,rnp . .••. . .....• ••• . •. J 00 
Racq-Q,rd . ..... . .... . ... J 00 

EKTELON EYEGUAROS 

Now Sped" ....•.......... 19 95 
Nool<d> ..•. • . •..•.. . •. ••• 12.95 
Prom .•..••.•..• • .•..•• •. tJ95 

Write for free ca1,1:og 
ea, for ~ tlorm l""'4 . 

EKTELON EYECUAROS 

Tnlon .•.•........ . . •.•.•• 12.95 
Olympus •.•.•••••••..••.•• 10.95 
Ouan11111 ••• . . . •.•••..•... • 8.95 
G,nturion . . . . .. . .•...•. . .• • 7.95 
Odyssey .. . .. ... .. .. . . .... 14.95 
5..-.'t)OI •..•......••••••• • 995 
Muagt/Scopa •......••••••• CALL 

OTHER EYEGUAROS 

8AUSOl &LOMB Adion El'S 1195 
LEADER Albany ..••.. •... .• 16.95 

o.!lu ............... . . . 2l 95 
Now Yor\". . . . . . . . ... .. 1195 
Hog,,, Pro ...•..•........ 14 95 
HogJn Clwnpion • . ..•.•. •• IJ.95 
Pro Scr!tn . ... . ......... 13 95 
OptmN . . . ..........• . . 2595 
M.u!l11 •••••.•.•..•..•.• 1095 
l/ttJnl;I .••••• •• •••• •••••• 19.95 

KENNEX DoouN!or ...• ••..•• 19 95 
Cornp,trtor ••. ••• .••••... 16 95 

EKTELON SHOES 

Indoor~ Low (Ml •••• • •.• CALL 
Indoor Count J/4 (Ml .•..•.• . CALL 

SAMUELS TENNISPORT • TT96 MONTGOMERY RD . • CINTI., OH 45238 
Visit Our Store When In Cincinnati 

S.W. Comer Kenwood & Montgomery • Acrou from Prime ·n Wln .. NHI lo Porter Paint 
• Specify grip size • $3 95 shipping any quantity. Money order or certified check payable lo · renn,sport". APO·s. FPO-S add 

$3.05 extra. • coo·s add $4.00 • V,sa. MC. AE, Disc0<dr - g,vo c.,rd number and up lration dale. No credll card lee • Ohro 
residents add 5 5% sales lax. • Return subiect to inspection & 15'11, restocking lee. 
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H~H~ 
Sta rm aster 

Today Hank Marcus' name conjures image or the bu in man who 
successfully brought organization and stabil ty to profes ional racquetball 
with the formation of the International Racquetball Tour. A ma tcr nego­
tiator and organizer, he took a straight-forwa rd, no non se nse approach to 
building a solid tour. In the 70's, however, the name meant so mething cl c. 

In those days the "kid" on the pro tour, Marcus was a ri sing star from 
the Pacific Northwest. A naturally gifted at hlete, he shared a drive and 
intensity with a very cut-throat, win-at-all-c ts group or profe ss ional s th at 
acknowledged Charlie Brumfield as the "Ki g-or-the -Courts". Good court 
sense, superior mental toughness , and amaz~ng divin g gets were all trade­
marks of Marcus' game. Now only competing occasionall y in his home 
Portland, Marcus has maintained professiona l ca liber skill and fury . 

As wood and metal were waning as the ~aterials of choice for racquet­
ball racquets , the introduction of new fiberglass composite frame r evolu­
tionized the sport. The Hank Marcus Signatu e Racqu et by Starmaster was 
one--<>f these frames that would pave,-the--wa for more exotic graph ite com­
posite s. It was a dynamic weapon named for the dynamic young pro that 
would make history as a player, th en as the game's most prominent force 
for positive growt h. 



Racquetball Jewelry and Apparel 

Large Charm 
--w/Gold Ball 
--w/Diamond 
Small Charm 
--w/Gold Ball 
--w/Diamond 
Lightweight Chains 
Med. Weight Chains 
Racquetball Player Figure 
--w/Diamond 

$62 
$79 

$119 
$49 
$63 
$99 

$2.50/in. 
$4.50/in. 

$69 
$125 

14K Gold Pendants 

14K Gold Bracelet $299 
with Diamonds $600 

Regular UPS $3.50, 2nd Day Air $6 
Guaranteed Holiday Deliv ery 

Mail Check and Money Orde rs to: 

FIRST COAST PROMOTIONS 
424 1 Baymeadows Rd ., Ste. 18 

Jacksonville, FL 322 17 
FAX (904) 737-2659 

[.xa~] ffi 
Call Now! 

1-800-762-4653: 
I 

Court Rat T-Shirt (white) $12.95 
Kill It T-Shirt (white) $12.95 
--Canton Fleece $28.95 

(neon pink, lime or yellow) 
Racquetball Tie (maroon or navy) $15 

Racquetball T-Shirts 

~ 
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INTERNATIONAL 
RACQUETBALL 

TOUR 
Supports Fibromyalgia Research 

HEAD ATHLETIC AND FOOTWEAR , the offi­
cial clothing and shoe of the International 
Racquetball Tour features the largest bonus pool in 
the history of racquetball. The following ranking is 
based on tournament finishes for those players in 
1RT events . 

1 
Cliff Swain 
2 
Tim Doyle 
3 
Mike Guidry 
4 
Mike Ray 
ST 
Woody Clouse 
Dan Fowler 
7 
Brian Rankin 
ST 
Louis Vogel 
Roger Harripersad 
10 
Scott Reiff 
UT 
Eric Muller 
Todd O'Neill 
Mike Ceresia 
14T 
Mjke Engle 
David Hamilton 
16 
Sean Graham 
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... E~E> 
ATHLETIC 

Penn Glove Bonus Pool 
1 
Tim Doyle 
2 
Mike Guidry 
3 
Woody Clouse 
4 
Dan Fowler 
5 
Louis Vogel 
6 
Brian Rank.in 
7T 
Scott Reiff 
7T 
Todd O'Neil 

.penn 

1994 - 1995 
IRT Official 

Endorsements: 

Racquet - Spalding 
Ball - Pro Penn 

Shoe - Head Anatom 
Clothing - Head Athletic 

Publication - KILLSHOT 
Glove - Penn 

Eyeguard - Leader 
String - Hex 

Cross-training - BI RAK IT 
Charity - Fibromyalgia Research 

Grip - Python 



'tis the Season 
ln the ea rl y seaso n th is year it 

occ urred to me just what we have co me 
together to build wi th the International 
Racquetba ll To ur. ln the l 990 's alone the 
tou r has grown from six annual s tops in 
dieha rd racquetball areas of the US to over 
twen ty throug hout th e US , Canada and 
Mex ico. Fa ns worldwide have begun to 
reg ularly see professional racquetball first 
on the Pr ime Sport s Network and now on 
ESPN . And while it has taken seve ral sea ­
so ns to work out de tai ls, reg ular eve nts in 
Europe and Japan a re pend ing. The wur's 
ow n KILLSHOT Ma gaz ine reac hes out 
to ten of tho u ands of reade r eac h year . 
an d the pro s ha ve captured attention in 
news le tters and a m ate ur racquetba ll ' s 
Racque tball Maga z ine . Still, with so much 
work ahead in each of these areas , these 
th ings are not the rea l sign of the tou r 's 
succe ss. 

In the end, it is the re lations hip of the 
tour to its fans that sc ream s ove rwhe lm­
ing ly of its success. Unlike the NBA , NFL , 
or MLB, the link between pro and specta­
to r in racq uetball is an intim ate bo nd. As 
the tour re turn s eac h fal l to thr ee of the 
o ldest continuing pro s top s (Stock ton, 
River side, and Chicago), the fans we lcome 
the pros a o ld friends and the pros in tum 
know many of the loca l play e rs by fi rst 

VCI Hard 
Hitting Contest 

YW C redi t , Inc . in conj un c ti o n 
w ith th e !RT w ill offe r th e YC J 
Har d H ittin g Co ntest at all YC I 
Chal le nge Cup Ser ies eve nts th is 
season. T he co ntes t is open to ama­
teurs only and the top five hi tte rs 
w in prize mo ney . E ntr y fees a re 
donated to the IRT's officia l cha ri­
ty, Fibromya lg ia Resea rch. 

By IRT Commi ssioner 
Hank Marcu s 

name. ln clubs more recen tly added to the 
to u r roste r such as New Or leans' 
El mwood, Montreal 's Nau t ilus+, and 
Baltimore 's Me rritt Club, the same bond 
has fo rme d . Afte r only a couple of sea ­
sons, bot h touring pro s and loca l playe rs 
have co me to regard these events as impor­
tant institutions. One of the biggest indica­
to rs of this is the tremendous succe ss of 
the pro' s return to the Sky line Club in 
Crystal City (Arlington) , Virginia after a 
Ii vc year absence. 

T he past five years th e tour ha s 
become more profe ss ional , bette r orga­
nized, and mo re cohesive than eve r before. 

Wit h tremendous financial and popu lar 
growth, the tour has learned from past mis ­
takes and maintained a win - win dynamic 
amo ng players, sponso rs, supporting clubs, 
event organizers, the media, and the fans. 
W ith real success in the nineties , the IRT 
has positioned itse lf for an unlimited 
futur e . Still the numbe rs on paper never 
te ll the whole story. Only the faces rich 
with the exp ressions of genuine excitement 
and anticipat ion that abound each fall tell 
the real story. Maybe it's no su rpr ise to see 
these expressions among the fans, but I 
wa s speaking of the expressions of the 
pro s. 

RIPIT 
- INTRODUCING -

THE RIPIT CLUB 

FOR A LIMITED TIME RECEIVE A FREE $10 MEMBERSHIP 
TO THE RIPIT CLUB WITH YOUR FIRST ORDER. YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP ALLOWS YOU TO BUY ALL YOUR 
RACQUETBALL EQUIPMENT AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES! 

- GO AHEAD, CHECK THEM OUT -

1-800-552-6453 
FREE CATALOG 

"IT'S LIKE OWNING YOUR OWN PRO SHOP" 

~:::., _.-- MICHAEL'S ~:::,~ - .. 
2368 Dixie Hwy. ~ 

Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017 
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INTERNATIONAL 
RACQUETBALL 

TOUR 
Supports Fibromyalgia Research 

IRT 1995 
Satellite Tour 

Scheduled 
Events 

Janu ary 13- 15 Billing s, MT Billin g~ Pro-Am 
January 20-22 Man ches ter. NH Park land Op en 
January 27-29 Scarborough . ON Canad ian Racq /reat ion 
February Winnipe g, MB Ca nadian Racq /reation 
February Roche ster. NY Strong Childr en's Open 
February 24-26 Paducah. KY Mid -America Invi tationa l 
March 17-19 Auburn. MA Pro Doubles Satellite 
March 3 1-Ap 2 Chatam . ON Canadian Racq/reation 
April 21-23 Brampton , ON Canadian Racq/reat ion 
May 5-7 Greenbrook/Warren NJ US Open 
June9 - ll Los Altos. CA Courte sy Sports Elite 8 

IRT 1995 
Scheduled 

Events 
January 18-22 Memphis 
January 25-28 Birmingham 
February 1-5 Atlanta* 
February 8-12 Miami 
February 15-19 Pittsburgh 
March 8-12 Houston 
March Phoenix 
April 5-9 San Francisco 
April 19-23 Saskatoon 
Apr il 26-30 Las Vegas 
May 3-7 Minneapo lis* 
May 10-14 Columbus* 
·May Seattle 
June7-11 Portland 
TBA Mexico 

*VCI Challenge Cup Series 

Bil lings Athlet ic Club Su ie Eabes (406 ) 259-2626 
IKKA Kelley Beane (603) 627 -4552 

Adrian Webb (5 19) 748 -5585 
Adrian Web b (519) 748-5585 

Penfie ld Racqu et Club Alan Hanford (7 16) 586- 7777 
Nautilu s Racquet & Swim Sandy Trail (502) 443- 7529 
Auburn Club Bob Babine (508) 832-3236 

Adrian Webb (5 19) 748-5585 
Adrian Webb (519 ) 748-5585 

NJ Co urtSport s Lisa Gaertner (20 I) 444-0859 
Courte sy Sports Brian Mirich (800) 729 - 177 I 

Information about hosting an !RT Satellite Event can be ob ta ined by co ntac ting IRT Satelli te Tour Dir ec tor, Eric Mull er, (9 13) 68 I -52 I 9. 
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By Heidi Willes 

In October of 1987 whe n Jerry Ellis, 
general manage r of All American Fitnes 
of Blue Sprin gs, Missouri, to ld his tour­
namen t d irec to rs tha t the Top Gun rac­
qu e tb al l tourn a me nt would becom e a 
huge annual eve nt. they laugh ed at him . 
After a ll, only 66 emrant s had play ed for 
the few hund red dollar s in pr ize mon ey 
offered at that firsl comp etition . 

Toda y those dire ctors aren' t laugh­
ing. Th ey are too busy working to ensure 
that the Top Gun tourn ame nt continu es to 
live up to the reputation it has earned as 
one of the Midw es t ' premiere racqu et­
ball events. Sanctioned as an !RT sate l­
lite pro-stop for the first time , the rece nt­
ly playe d Top Gun YI11 raised the leve l 
o f exc iteme nt , and future expec tations, 
yet another notch this year. Playe rs from 
across the nation met in Blue Spring s to 
compete for nearly $4 ,000 in pri ze 
money. 

Long-t ime Top Gu n competitor Tim 
Sweeney o f Mi sso uri too k home th e 
men' s Top Gun VIII titl e by bea tin g 
Simon Ro y of Ca nada in a rem atch of 
la t year's open fin al. Bruce Erickso n of 
Missouri and Alan Engel of Florida split 

th e third prize purse, and Mark Isley of 
M iss ouri (the fir s t Top Gun winner in 
1987) won in con so lation. 

For th e women , Laura Fenton of 
Massa chusetts handled her USA teammate 
Lorrain e Galloway of New York after both 
survive d early round scares . Jen Yakota of 
Misso uri took third , whil e Terri Straka of 
Minn eso ta won in consolat ion. 
Competition in other division s was equally 
fierce . Som e of the results were : 
Men 45+: Dou g Dick.man, Missouri (I); Ed 
Jo hn s ton, Illinoi s (2); Terry Albright, 
Misso uri (co n) 
Men A: Brian Po intelin, Missouri ( ! ); Jim 
Za laudek . Miss ouri (2); Dav e Gu entart , 
Kansas (co n) 
Men B: Tony Williams, Kan sas ( ! ); Todd 
Han so n, Iowa (2); Eric Stru ckoff, Misso uri 
(con) 
Men C: Darryl Bell, Mis souri (I); Wayne 
Brewer, Mis souri (2); Kevin Yu s man , 
Misso uri (con) 
Men D: Steve Terry, Mi ss ouri ( l ); Billy 
Conne ly, Missouri (2) 
Men A Double s: Jim Bran c and Doug 
Dickm an, Misso uri ( I); Brian Pointelin and 
Jim Za laudek, Mi ss ouri (2); Jon Str etch 

and David Sim s. 
Misso uri (con ) 
Men B/C Double s: 
Jeff Goss and Chad 
Pet e rso n . Mi ss ouri 
( I ); Scott Franklin 
and Jamie Lemke , 
Iow a (2); Mike 
Wed el. Kansas. and 
Tony William s . 
Misso uri (co n) 

Jerry Ellis, Jen Yokota, Laura Fenton, Lorraine Galloway 

Women A: Darcy 
Bunn . Kan sas ( I) ; 
Johncy Du s re s ne, 
Kan sa s (2); 
Michelle Smith, 
Kan sas (co n) 

IRT 
Satellite 
Events 

Jerry Ellis, Tim Sweeney, Simon Roy 

E-FORCE 
EKTELON 

HEAO 
PRO KENNEX 

SPALDING 
WILSON 

ACTION EYES 
EKTELON 
LEADER 

EKTELON 
HEAD 

PRo-KENNEX 
SPALDING 
WILSON 

SHOES 
ADIDAS 
ASAHI 
AVIA 

EKTELON 
HEAD 

Ht-TEC 
REEBOK 
WILSON 

OUR 13TH YEAR SERVING THE RACQUET SPORTS INOUSTRYI 
ORDER TOLL FREE 

US & CANADA 
1-800-243-5033 

FAX (508)852-8987 
Minimum Order S25.00 
VISA & MASTERCARD 
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T at 
litters 

Gould Dominates Maryland 
Open 

Baltimore 
Maryland Open 

A familiar facility for the Women' s 
Professional Racquetball Assoc iation as 
th e home of the an nu a l Nati o na l 
Championship s, the Merritt Athletic Cl ub 

in Balt im ore we lco med the nation ' s top 
female players for th e first combi n ed 
men's and wo men 's pro stop in modern 
history as p a rt of the VCI Baltimore 
Challenge Series event. Not 
since the glory days of the 
old Ektelon and D.P. 

Robin Levine remains the player to watch as she stor ms the 
court with power, speed, and agressiveness. She knows no fear. 

Go uld d. Levine 
11-3, 11-5, I I-IO 

Gudinas d . Drexler 
I 1-5, I 1-9, I 1-5 

-- ---~--
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Gou ld d. Pfah ler 
11-0. 11-0, 11-4 
Fenlon d. Lynch 

11-5. 11-3, 9- 11. 2-11. 11-9 
Coburn d. Bailey 

I 1-10, 11-3, 7- 1 I, I J.10 
Levine d. Kilbane 
11-7, 11-5, 11-6 

Gudinas d. Wiragh 
11-2. 11-2, 11-0 

O'Brien d. Machiran 
11-8. 11-6. 11-9 

Evon d. S1offrcgcn 
11-3. 2- 11. 11-9. 11-4 

Drex ler d . Gray 
I J.J. 11-0. I I · I 

Michelle Gould 
I 1 -0, I I - J , I I -3 

Cheryl Gudinas 

I 1-1. 11-10 . 11-4 

Levine d. Coburn 
I 1-4, I I -0 , I 1-4 

Gudinas d. Obrien 
11-2, 11-4. 11-5 

Drex ler d. Evon 
I 1-3, 3- 11, 11-0, 11-6 

Baltimore 



Leach Nationals have the male and female 
pros shared center stage at the same event. 
The mixed event drew mixed reviews from 
the Baltimore crowd, but saw some good 
performances by some newcomer s lo the 
women's tour. 

Collegiate veterans Jen Yokota of 
Southwest Missouri and Carrie Healey of 
Memphi s joined 19 and under national 
doubles champs Amy Kilbane and Kerri 
Stoffregen as WPRA rookies for the seaso n 
opener. Also new to the women's tour, 
Ohio' s Elaine Hooghe fought for a near 
miss in the ftrst round against Laura Fenton 
in an extremely close five that show as 
much promise for Hooghe as a pro as she 
has seen in amateur play. 

The Merritt Club's own Lynn Coburn 
eliminated a returning Malia Bailey in a 
close four in the s ixt ee ns . St ill the be st 

Ct looks like another 
season of tour dom­
ination for Michelle 
Gould. With deci­
sive victories in 
each match of the 
Maryland Open at 
Baltimore's Merritt 
Athletic Club she is 
well ahead of any 
challengers. 

L 

l 

match of the round came with Fenton 's 
five game sparring session against Marcy 
Lynch. Robin Levine fought up through 
the semis with her usual arsenal of gravi-

Robin Levine fought up 
through the semis with 

her usual arsenal of dives 
and blasts that has made 
her easily the most excit-

ing player on the women's 
tour. 

ty-defying dives and powerful blasts 11ml 
has made her easil y the most exciting play-

er on the women's professional tour today . 
While Michelle Gould continued her 

domination of the women's tour by win­
ning for the gazillionth time without drop­
ping a single game, Chicago's Cheryl 
Gudinas was the real story of this tourna­
ment and possibly the most improved 
player on the lour. Using better court cov­
erage than we have seen from her in sea­
sons past, Gudinas found her way into her 
first professional final. With a mixed bag 
of lob serves and hard Z's, she kept an 
always aggressive Marci Drexler well off 
balance in the semis and turned in the best 
pro tournament of her career. Still, in the 
final against Gould, the difference was 
staggering. 

Smart money says that unles s you 
find her up against Cliff Swain, don't bet 
against Gould at any odds! 

Performance 
Racqt1et 
Sports 

"Everyday low prices & friendly service" 

800-358-2294 
Open M·F 8am • 5pm 

Racquets 
Dunlop - Ektelon - Head 
Prince - Pro Kennex 
Spalding - Wilson 
Marctalt 

Dampeners - Headtape 
Braces - Gloves - Eyewear 
SWimmlng Goggles 

Local 303-44 7-979 

Gnps 
Velodli. Gamma. Gripsy 
Babolal - Princs • Stellar 
Toumagrip • What A Grip 
T acki Mac - Wilson - W111n 

JMl#•l•l11i#lli 
Nels - Wrndscreen 
Stringing Machines 
Ball Hoppers - Ball Machines 
Rebound Units - Ball Mowers 

Brooms - Sweepers - Roi Oris 
Score Gards - Waler Coolers 

Call & Save 
/lJways the low price on the brands you trust. ALWAYS! 

Regular UPS shipping $3.50 
12651 Polo Place • Btocm"!lld. CO 80020 -
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Like Fine 
Wine 

Improving with Age 

T here's no denying it , our soc iety 
stays obsesse d with aging. Stateme nt s 
such as : ··You ' re too o ld to do that" or 
··he's not old enough to ac t tha t way"' are 
prim e exa mples of our cultur e's ou tlook on 
aging. Unfortunately now here is the obses­
sio n more prevalent than in sport s. Even 
more unfortun ately, no amount of obsess­
ing can interrupt the ag ing process. 

Bjorn Borg retired from professional 
ten ni s a t age 26. Jen ni fe r Capria ti may 
have te rminally burned out by age 17. 
Th ank good ness we have Jimm y Con ners 
and Ruben Gonza lez to help keep things in 
per spective. 

I suspec t that many of us asp ire to 
play well regardle ss of any of this agi ng 
stuff . Since many racquetba ll players pick 
up the game in their twentie s. rather than 
durin g chi ldhood as other sports, the age of 
thirt y seems to be some so rt of thres hold 
that se parat es the time for learni ng and 
improvement from th e tim e for se ttl ing 
into a style and ab ilit y th at wi ll rema in 
stagnant or deteriorate th roughout one's 
playing ca reer. Breaking through this sort 
o f ment a l barrier ma y a ll ow yo u to 
progr ess furth er and faster as a player and 
reach leve ls that you may have considered 
beyond your reach. Rea lizing Lhis is your 
first step. Th e mos t impo rt ant as pec t of 
improving your game after the age of Lhir­
ty is attitude. 

Before we can proceed to some of the 
factors that ca n rejuven a te your ga me, 
make sure that you are not falling into the 
trap of negative progra mmin g. Do an hon­
est assess ment. If. at some deep leve l, you 
have lost the drive and bel ief tha t commit s 
you to improv ement, your road ahead will 
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By Aaron Katz 

be wrought wi th frustration . There' s no 
need for excessive progra mming to return 
to the roa d to improvem ent , jus t give up 
the idea that you can ' t. In the end . the tool 
you will need to improve are basically the 
sa me as those you needed years ago. 

Reali stically , the only probable diff er­
ence s in your play today from severa l yea rs 
ago a re in speed, maneuverability and 
re s iliency. each of w h ic h may hav e 

Most importantly, set 
high goals for yourself. 
Don't fall into the trap 

of lowering your 
expectations just 

because you are not 
supposed to play as 

well as when you were 
younger. 

enab led you to ove rlook certain necessary 
area s for improvem ent. Now , wit h tho se 
a11ributes less consistent. you are forced 
onto the road to real improvement. 

Most imp ortantl y. se t high goa l for 
yourself. Don't fall into the trap of lower­
ing your expectation s just becau se you are 
not supp osed to play as well as when yo u 
were youn ger. There is no reason not to 
improve as you get older if you take care 
of you rself and are always working on the 
weake r points of your ga me. 

Over the las t five to seven yea rs I 
have had the privilege of working out with 
Joe Lambert, the 65+ national champ (Joe 
is now 67) and I ca n a sure you that every 
a pec t of Jo e's game is belie r now than 
when he wa s 60 . Joe is a student of the 
ga me and is constan tl y working to 
improve h imself both physica lly and men­
ta lly. So don ' t succumb to the propa gand a 
that racq uetball is for kids. Get out on the 
co urt and show the kids what it is like to 
be a winner at thirty- something. or forty­
some thing , or fifty-someth ing, or in Joe's 
cas e, sixty-some thing. 

Shot Selection 

As you get o lder you have to play 
smarte r: make fewer errors and mak e bet­
ter decision . Not on ly do we become less 
ca pabl e of outru nn ing our mistake s but 
having to play several matches ove r a two 
to th ree day period make s it critical that 
each match be as easy as possible . 

Run the lines a little bit more often. 
By hittin g the ball down the line and cross 
court more you will force your opponent 
to hit the ball on the move and allow you r­
sel f to con trol ce nter court. Use your 
pinch shot s more judiciou ly and wait 
until you have worked the rally to the 
point that your oppon ent is in the trap and 
you ha ve time to set you r feel and accu­
rately exec ute. 

Serve Strategy 

Mix up your serves more frequently. 
Se rving strategy is one part of racqu etba ll 



chat really utili zes the mental game. The 
older we get the more important it becomes 
that we force our oppon ent to make more 
errors. Using a variety of serves is an ideal 
way to keep your opponent gue ssing. 
Having four serve s from three different 
spot s gives you twe lve different se rve s. 
That should keep your oppon ent sufficient­
ly off balance . 

Court Positioning 

Play deeper in the court. Use the five 
foot line as your guide for the furthe st for­
ward you should ever position your self in 
center court. Force your oppon ent to kill 
the ball in order to win a rally . Th is will 
dramatic ally cut down the number of free 
point s you give up . By playing deeper in 
center court , you are taking the attitude that 
if your oppon ent hits a great shot you will 
lose the point , but if your opponent leaves 
the ball up you will be in position for the 
re-kill. 

• 
Polo Shirt s , 100 % cot ton ; di vin g Rub en 
embroidered logo lef t chest. M. L, XL, XXL­
Nav y/ Red , Li g htblue / Rcd , Wh ite/ Red , 
Red/Navy , Black/Re d, Blue/Red, Purple/Red, 
White/Navy $24.95 

Tee 's. 100% co11on; diving Ruben silkscreen 
lo go , S , M , L, X L , XX L - Bl ack/ Wh ite , 
Wh ite/B lac k, Blu e/ Wh i te, Purpl e/ Whit e , 
Bur gand y/ Wh ite , Red/ Whit e , Red/ Bl ack , 
Gra y/B lack , Bei ge/ Bl ac k , Ca lif o rni a 
Blue/White $14.00 

Swcalhood s , 100 % co tt on; di vi ng Rub e n 
embroid e red log o le ft ches t , L, XL : 
Gr ay / Na vy, Wh i te / Re d , Bl ack/ Red. 
Navy/Re d, Roya l/Red. Gray/Re d, Purple/Red. 
Gree n/Red $30.00 

Swcathood s, 100% co11on; silkscreen Prestige 
logo, L. XL: White, Black. Navy, Red, Roya l, 
Gray, Purple, Green $27.00 

Sweatshirts . 100% co11on: silkscreen Prestige 
logo . L, XL : same co lors as hoods $20.00 

Sweat s hirt s. 100 % co tto n : di ving Rub en 
emb roi dered log o ; L. XL : same co lo rs as 
hoods $25.00 

Mental Preparation 

Thi s is crucial to success at any age 
but particularly important as we get older . 
Spend some time prior to a match relaxing 
and concentrating on just playing your 
game . Don ' t try to be superm an any 
longer, approach each match with the con­
fidence that iJ you ju st rela x and play your 
g ame you will emerge th e victor. 
Obse ss ing with winning and losing and 
trying to force shots will cause you to 
fatigue very quickl y. 

Most import antly , realize your advan­
tage s. As a more mature player, you are 
entitled to the confidence that comes with 
years of practic e in shot execution , with 
exp erience again st unusual ga mes tyles , 
and w ith a clear picture of your own 
strengths and wea kne sse s. You can play 
more fundam entally sound ,and no longer 
have to wear your self out to overcompen ­
sa te for weakn esses . Le t your young er 
opponent do that , and beat the youthful 
daylights out of him ! 

I 

Las Vegas 
1995 US Open 

April 25-30, 1995 
Las Vegas Sporting House 

3025 Industrial Road 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 

Sponsored By: 
Fairway Chevrolet 

Caribbean Stud Poker 
Coor's Brewing Company 

Eliminator Racquetball 
Sav-Mor Rental Car 

1-800-634-6753 

For More Information Contact: 
Mike Coulter 

(702) 733-8999 Mon-Fri 
The Las Vegas Sporting House 

An IRT Event 

Prestige Sportswear 
by 

Ruben Gonzalez 
Shorts , 100% collon; silkscreen Prestige logo; 
S. M, L, XL ; Black, Navy, Gray , Whitc$15 .00 

Tanktop s, 100% cott on: diving Ruben logo ; 
M. L, XL, XXL ; Whit e , Bla ck, Gray . Teal, 
Green $12.00 

Long While terry headband s. assorted co l­
ors, each $6.00 

Long Black terry headbands. assorted co l­
ors, each $6.00 

Long all fabric headband s, asso rted colors. 
each $4.00 

Fabric & terr y headb a nds . assorted co lors. 
each $6.00 

Bandanna headbands. assort ed color s with 
Prestige logo $4.00 

Ragtop headband s. (Do Rag) . assorted co l­
ors. each $7.00 

Caps $13.00 
White with black diviag Ruben 
Black with white diving Ruben 
Black/Red with Red diving Ruben 
Red/Black with Black diving Ruben 
White/Black with Black diving Ruben 
Natural/Bla ck with Black diving Ruben 
Red/Black with Black Plaid 
Kelly Green/Red with Red Plaid 
Navy/Red with Red Plaid 

White Visor with Black diving Ruben $10.00 

We honor Visa and MasterCard . check 
or money order. Call for pro-shop list. 

Call 
(800) 773- 7843 

or 
(718) 442-4989 
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HO\ Parkland Medical Cenler 

t\nnounces Lhe 

4Lh t\nnual Qacque tball Tourname nl 

January 20-22, 1995 

ExecuLive Heallh @ 6porls Cenl e r 

Manchesler New Hampshire 
Ke lly Beane (603) 627-4'fi2 

An IRT 
Satellite Event 

Billings Pro-Am 

Jan uary 1 3- 15, 1 995 

Billings Athletic C lub 
Billings, Montana 

Susi e Eabes (406) 259 -2626 

AnlRT 
Satellite Event 

Upcoming Events of the Racquetball 
Super Series 

The Big Chill January J 3-15 , I 995, Center Club Fitness & Athletic s 
109 Titus Mill Road Penn ington, New Jersey 

Meadowlands Open February J 7-19, 1995, Classic Athletic Club 
205 Chubb Aven ue, Lyndhur st, New Jersey 

New Jersey State Singles Championships March 3-5, 1995, Kings Court 
525 Riverside A venue, Lyndhurst , New Jersey 

Luck of the Irish Open March 17-19, 1995, Tilton Athletic Club 
T ilton and Hingston Road, Pleasantvill , New Jersey 08232 

Intergalactic Racquetb all Championships IRT Satellite Event 
May 5-7, 1995 King Club I 7 King Georg e Rd, Greenbrook New Jersey 
& The Racquet Club of Warr en 149 Mt Bethel Rd Warren , New Jersey 

For app licatio ns and information contact : 
Lisa Gaertner 

New Jersey CourtSports 
(201) 444-0859 

• • • • • • • 

Tbe Perfect Vacation for aff Seasons ... Racquetbaff Plus! 
VACATION DATES 1995 

• San Francisco. cA 
• (Golden Gate Bridge, Fisherman's Wharf) 
• JANUARY 7 Benefit Racquetball-a-thon 
• JANUARY 25 - 29 
: FEBRUARY15-18 

Alaska (Juneau) 
(Fishing, Glaciers & Hiking) 
JUNE 22 - 29 

Aruba 

INCLUDES: 
• Physical, Mental 

& Nutritional Aspects 
of the Game • MARCH 1 - 5 • MAY 17 _ 2 1 (Sun , Fun & Gambling) 

NOV. 30 - DEC. 7 • Video Tape Analysis 
: Palm Desert . cA DEc . 7 - 14 
• (Golf & Biking Heaven) Other Future 1995 
: APRIL 12 - 16 Vacation Sites: 
• Hawaii (Oahu) • BRECKENRIDGE, co . 
• (Sun, Fun & Exp loring) • BAHAMAS 
• FEBRUARY 2 - 9 • AND MANY OTHERS • 
: Call Now . .. Don't Wait! Space Limited! (j 
• For Reservations contact: 
: A Healthy Racquet, Inc. 4104 24 St.-#426 HEAD 
• San Francisco, CA 94114-3615 

• Camp Booklet 
• Camp Head T-Shirt 
• Penn Balls 
• And other Amentities 

• Phone/Fax (415) 757-0199 ················-----------------··············· 

• • • • 



It doesn't take Einstein to figure out that the new frames are 
lighter, lighter, lighter. 

Racquetball racque1 manufacturers 
have seen the ligh1. And 1he lighter, 
lig hter , lightest. Following the Lrend to 
overall lighter racquelS wilh more weight 
in the head , every manufacturer offers at 
least one racquet in the 200-215 gram 
ran ge. Lighter racque1s produce less 
fatigue . Players using the " light" racquets 
are less likely to be "handcuffed" by the 
racquet when the ball comes right into 
their body. The racquets are balanced with 
a grea ter proportion of the weight in the 
head to cause the racquet to follow through 
and provide a strong, smooth stroke with 
less effort. 

If your current racquet is causi ng you 
problems with fatigue, some of the new 
light racquets cou ld mak e a noticeable dif­
ference in your game . To determine if 
fatigue is currently a problem for you, take 
note of your back swing (racque t prepara ­
tion), particular ly on your backhand . If in 
the first and seco nd game you have good 
preparation , ge lling the racquet we ll back 
and up before the stroke, bu t by the tie­
breaker you are "p unch ing" at the ba ll 
from waist high, you wou ld definitely ben­
efi t from checking ou t the lighter racq uets. 
The followi ng is an overv iew of each co m­
pany and their currem offerings , given in 
alphabetica l order. 

E-Forcc 

Man ageme nt a nd/ or ow ne rship 
change. Not ava ilab le for comment. 

By Lynne Balthazor 
Ektclon 

There is big news from Ektelon this 
year, not on ly in lhe racquet Line, but also 
in location and personnel. Ekte lon is part 
of Benneuon Sport s Sy s te m which 
includes Prince tennis racquets, Nordica 
ski boots, Rollerblade in-line skates, Kastle 
skis and bikes, and Killer Loop eyewenr. 
Ektelon has moved to New Jersey lo con­
solidate operations with the Prince Sport s 

Group . The move also induced several 
changes in management with Dave Peck 
managin g Sport s Promotion s, Rob 
Ahren sdo rf as Director of Marketing and 
Scott Winter s as Product Manager. 
Ektelon's new frames are available in your 
local sporting goods stores and pro shops. 

In 1994, Ekte lon covers all bases wilh 
a wide range of offerings including ligh t 
weight , standard weight, midsize, oversize 
and club player s ove rsize. At the top end 



Name Head Size Weight Length String Retail 
(sq. inches) (grams) (inches) Tension Price 

Ektelon 
Fusion 98 240 21 40Ibs $250.00 
Cyber 98 245 21 45 lbs $175.00 Zl_O'!tj!OOO{) Helix 97 245 21 45 lbs $100.00 
Rage 98 215 21 35Ibs $200.00 Voa~!J~a~ Xcess 98 215 21 35Ibs $150.00 
Neuro 94 215 20.5 35Ibs $ 85.00 f!o/f!O!JQ!)q Luxor 85 245 19.75 40Ibs $ 75.00 
Accura 85 245 19.75 40Ibs $ 50.00 VorfDoa1 Compra 90 245 20.5 45Ibs $ 25.00 

1() V[J 1/ 
Estusa vuuaUoo,O 
Axe 110 210-225 21 30-38 lbs $ 90.00 rlYo!J_;g Scud 108 210-225 21 34-40 lbs $ 75.00 

ti 
'Q Do_o) 

Head °-°' ) 175 G 103 175 21 29-33 lbs $199.95 Do!} 190 G 103 90 21 29-33 lbs $149.95 
205 G 103 205 21 29-33 lbs $ 99.95 

a) 
N ~ /)D 220 G 103 220 21 29-33 lbs $ 79.95 

LaserSpeed 6000 108 200 21 36-40 lbs $179.95 
LaserSpeed 4000 108 245 21 36-40 lbs $129.95 
LaserSpeed 1000 108 245 21 36-40 lbs $ 69.95 
LaserSpeed 500 108 245 21 36-40 lbs $ 29.95 

Pro Kennex 
Asymmetric 110 110 205-215 21 30-38 lbs $169.99 
Asymmetr ic 95 95 205-215 21 28-36 lbs $139.99 
nnerbeam ULX 95 205-215 21 30-38 lbs $ 99.99 
Innovator ULX 95 205-215 21 28-36 lbs $ 59.99 
Power Fused 31 100 220-230 21 28-36 lbs $ 49.99 
Vision 100 215-235 21 28-36 lbs $ 39.99 
Vanguard 100 220-230 21 28-36 lbs $ 29.99 



Richcraft 
Rebel 104 240 21 30-40 lbs $250 .00 
Raider 104 230 21 30-40 lbs $225.00 
Epic T.E. 104 225 21 30-40 lbs $200.00 
Pulsar 95 220 21 30-40 lbs $180.00 
Pirate XL 104 245 21 30-40 lbs $180.00 
Vision 95 220 21 30-40 lbs $130 .00 

Spalding 
Assau lt Light 103 225 21 30-34 lbs $210 .00 
Assault Graphite 103 240 21 32-36 lbs $190.00 
Thunder Heat 107 225 21 33-43 lbs $170.00 
Rival 98 210 21 26-36 lbs $109.00 
KillShot 102 230 21 24-32 lbs $ 59.00 
Power Assault 103 250 21 32-36 lbs $ 40.00 
Pursuit 100 240 21 30-35 lbs $ 30.00 ... - - .. . - . .. .. ~ . .. .. D D 
Transition Racquet Sports 0vd Bad Influence 102 205 21 27 lbs. $239.00 
Phase II 103 205 21 27 lbs. $204 .00 00 a 
Ice 102 210 21 27 lbs. $199.00 ~})i~ Phase I 100 210 21 28 lbs. $179.00 

(>'0\) ~ Phase I Ultra Light 100 195 21 28 lbs. $179.00 
Contender 100 230 21 30 lbs. $ 40.00 0 ~0\)~00 
Wilson ~\>\>~~\>Di Verdict 103 240 21 40 lbs. $240.00 
Sledge Hammer 100 200 21 40 lbs. $200.00 

i a\>~~\:>\ji~\)\J Disciple 103 240 21 45 lbs. $ 125.00 

Hammer 3.6 100 215 21 40 lbs. $100.00 , ~~~~'0~d Stiletto 104 245 21 40 lbs. $ 60.00 
Tsunami 100 245 21 40 lbs. $ 50.00 1/\\\\\~\)_?\\\\\~~ Vyper 105 240 21 40 lbs. $ 30.00 
Cobra 100 245 2 l 40 lbs. $ 20.00 



of 1he Ek1elon s1andard 
weight offering is the Fusion. It 

a pp ea rs 10 be a n Emin ence wi 1h an 
attitud e. II 1s s imil ar to the Emin ence in 
shape. we ight and powe r ra ting. bul wi1h 
i1s purpl e a nd c hartr e use co lo rin g th e 
Fu s ion is de finit e ly a n o ri gi nal. Th e 
Fusion utili zes 1he Arc2 tec hnology which 
invol ves 1hickening 1he thr oa t, which nor­
mall y provid es a more contro lled fee l. and 
widenin g 1he head, creating a stiff er. more 
powerful fram e. B01h changes are form ed 
by arc . 1herc fore the name Arc2 . Ektelon 
o ffe rs five racque1s in 1he sta nda rd we igh1 
o fferin gs for expert and advanced playe r . 
1he F11s ion. Cybe r . H el ix. Syco r. a nd 
Tronic. 

Th e Liten ing series is Ek1elon's o ffer­
in g of c urr e nt li g h1we ight fr am es. 
enhan ce d by 1hc Arc2 1ec h no logy. 11 
inc lud es 1hree frames . each a1 2 15 gra m ·. 
des igned for advan ce d 10 ex pen playe rs. 
T he top of 1he Lnening . e rics i the Rage. 
which ha s go 11en g rea 1 rev iews. A l ·o in 
1hc se ries are 1hc Xces s and Neuro . 

Ek1elon i 1he only compan y o ffe ring 
a ran ge of miu size or mid -plu rac qu e1 
w ith four ra cqu e1~. lh e L11xor. Acc ur a. 
Cenwr and Co rrad o. Th e mid -plu s rac­
qu c l a re a ll I 9 3/4 inches in length and 
o ffe r 80 10 85 quar e inches o f sirin g area. 
Th ey are all standard weigh1 fram es al 245 
gram s. wi1h o ffering s for adva nce d. in1er­
media1e and recrea 1ional playe rs . 

New for 1994 is a se ries of ove r ize 
racque1 s de signed for the inte rmedi ate o r 
club playe r 1hat Ekt e lon has named the Z 
Over size seri es. It includ es 1wo inj ec 1ion 
molded fram es and one aluminum fram e. 

As usual. one o f the best 
g uid e to th e po rl o f 

racqu e1ball is ava ilab le 
for free from Ek1elon. 
a publi cat ion ca lled 

Tota l Rac qu erba /1. 
A long wi th prod-

uc t d e crip-
tions.1he publ i­
caL io n co n ­

lai n s info r ­
m a1ion on 

r ac q u et 
se lec ti on, 

shap e and com­
pos i1 io n, prop er nu tri ­

tio n , 1humb na il s ke tches o f 
so me of Ek1elon's pros. and rules for 

amateur play. The 1994 ve rsio n includ e 
play ing tips on di ving. hi11ing pinch sho1s. 
prope r co url pos i1ionin g, imp rov ing yo ur 
se rve. 1he n ght way Lo practice, shot sc lec-
1ion and more. 

Estusa 

Es 1usa has c h a nge d hand s a nd 
changed manage menl. The new manage­
menl has substan1ia lly reduced 1he prod uct 
line. co ncen 1ra 1ing o n Lenni s. Th e goo d 
news is 1hat Estusa co ntinu es lo offer rac­
qu e tba ll racque ts and has made a serious 
co mmi1men1 10 maki ng high performance . 
graphit e fra mes avai lable LO players on a 
bud ge !. ln add it io n. E 1usa offe rs four 
squ ash and two bad min1on frames. 

Es1usa's top racquetba ll offe ring is 1he 
Axe . which uses 1he roun d body co ncept 
1hat has bee n s uccess ful in te nni s and 
squash. If you have n· t see n a rou nd body. 
g ive 1hem a close loo k. In 1he 1hroa1 area 
o f 1he racquet, lhe cros sec tion of the rac­
qu e l is rou nd . Ro un d is a ve ry s tab le 
shape . Mak ing 1he fram e roun d in th e 
thro a1 are a makes the racq uet feel ve ry 
so lid an d s tabl e . an d g ives a fee lin g of 
incredi ble cont rol. At the head , the cross 
ect ion is normal , for Jess wind res i lance 

and highe r hea d spee d . The Axe is I 10 
sq uare inches and 2 10 io 225 gra ms. It 
looks d iffere nt. but the co ncep t is i111eres1-
ing . Wi1h a sugges ted re ta il price of only 
$90 ., the Axe is an exce pti onal va lue. 

Th e only 01her racqu etball offe ring in 
the line is the Scud. a I 08 ~qua re inch , 
gra ph ite com posi te frame. It is a s1andard 
pro file w ide body. in the light weig ht. head 
heavy design . The Scud·s strung we igh! is 
belwee n 2 10-225 grams . AL 1he sugges 1ed 
re tai l price of $75 . . the Sc ud is a g rea r 
choice for players on a light budge t. 

O ne 01her note. whil e the new ow ner 
purchased 1he name Esr usa and the righ1s 
10 the frame de sig ns. th ey arc no t under 
any ob ligat ion to warra my broken frames 
from the o rig ina l Est usa. Howeve r, 1hey 
have been very coope ra t ive in he lping 
playe rs who had de fec 1ive racq uels. 

Head 

Afler 1c ling 1he wn1crs Inst year wi1h 



a single light frame, the LaserSpeed 6000 
Lite , Head this year has really jumped on 
the light racquet band wagon by announc­
ing a racquet with the absolutely incredible 
weight of 175 grams, the lighte st of any 
offering to date . The Head series also 
includes racquet s for adva nced through 
recreational player s at 190 grams, 205 
gram s, and 220 grams. Pretty amazing! 
Unlike their predec esso rs, the super over­
size Colossus and LaserSpeed, the new G 
series racquets have a more tapered throat 
with a slightly smaller string surface ( I 03 
square inches) which will appeal to a larg­
er audience. 

The G series has a custom balancing 
system, as the racquets get lighter , mor e 
weight is shifted to the head for maximum 
power. Hea d ha s a lso retain e d th e 
LaserS p eed 6000 Lite (200 grams) and the 
traditionally weighted LaserSpeed 4000, 
1000, and Comp . as well as the aluminum 
LaserSp eed 500. The wide range of thi s 
offe ring should provide something inter­
esting to eve ry taste and level of pl ay. 
With price s ran gi ng from $3 0 to $200, 
Head seems to have all bases covered. 

Pro Kennex 

Pro Kennex is offer ing four separate 
lines targe ted at differ ent player needs and 
ski ll leve ls, enco mpa ss ing Asymmetric , 
Ultrali ght , Hyb rid. and Aluminum tech­
nologies . 

Asymmetric tech nology is des igned 
for top- leve l playe rs from profess ional to 
club "A" playe rs. First introduced in 1990 
with the ASM 3 I , the asy mmetric design 
feature s opposite tape rs on the oppos ite 
sides of the frame (see diagram ). The pur­
pose of the asymmetric design is to stabi­
lize the racquet upon ball contac t, as each 
arc of the frame respo nds at a freq uency 
that cancels out its oppo. ite, preven ting the 
racquet from twisting in your grip and giv­
ing it a very so lid fee l. The asym metr ic 
technology line include the super overs ize 
ASM 110 and the standard ove rsize ASM 
95. If you have not looke d close ly at an 
asymme tric racquet , check one out soon . 

In the ULX series (Ultra Light cX tra) , 
Pro Kennex offers the l1111erbea 111 UL)( and 
/1111ovato r ULX. both 210 g ram s. The 
extra in the ultrali ghts is Kevlar, to damp­
en vibration a nd increase stabilit y. The 
UL)( racquets appeal to the widest range of 
play ers, from pro fess io nal to c lub " B" 
players. 

Pr o Kcnn ex a lso ha s tw o lin es 
designed for recreational player s fcatL1ring 

al uminum tec hnology and also a new 
hybrid technolo gy which combines an alu­
minum infrastructure with graphite com­
posite overlays to provide greater stability 
and performanc e. The hybrids combine 
the durability of aluminum with the fee l 
and power of graphite. At 225 grams , the 
Pro Kennex hybrid offerings are very light 
compared to traditional aluminum frames. 
Hybrid techn o logy racqu ets include the 
Power Fused 31 and Vision. Aluminum 
racqu ets, offeri ng inex pen sive durability 
for beginners, include the Vanguard, Pro 
Saber, and Blaster. 

50 % off on Gloves 
Penn Tournamen t Tackif1ed 
& Ektelon Classic 3 for $23 .95 
Ektelon Synthetic 3 for $18 .95 

Racquets : Give us a price to beat 
Ekte lon - Spald ing - Wilson - Pro Kennex 

Head - Transi tion 
Ekte lon Eminence $ 188 
Fusion $200 Rage $160 
E-Force Terminator $164 
Real Deal $19 0 Weapon $228 

Richcraft 
Althou gh Richcraft is a long time pro ­

pon ent of the over length racquet, they 
have fallen in line with the currem AARA 
policy , all Richcraft frame s are now 21 
inches in length . Even the Pirat e, named 
for its ille ga l length and popul ar among 
club and pro player s for its increased 
leve rage and reach, has given up its swash­
buckling ways and conforrned to length. 

Richcra ft's graphite line includes the 

Penn or Ektelon, six cans 
Penn Pro Green, six cans 
Safetylite eyeguards 

S11 .00 
$ 15 .00 
$17 .00 

Python grip S5 Gexco grip 

R.P;ff. 0/ftt'"tbt<Wl'".f 

"Not Knowingly Undersold" 
1107 Riva ra Road 

Stockton, CA 95207-1731 
(209) 957-3542 fax ext. '51 

(800)484-9851 ext. 3339 

$4 
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r--------------, 
I Please end the following back issues of 

KILLSHOT Magaz ine. I have enclosed a 
check or money order. 

#5 Jan/Mar ch '92 $5.00 

#6 Sept/O ct ' 92 S4.00 

#7 Nov/Dec '92 $4 .00 

#8 Jan/Feb '93 S4.00 

#9 Marc h/Apri l '93 $4.00 

# I O Summer '93 $4.00 

# I I Sept/Oct ·93 $4 .00 

# 12 Winter '93/94 $4.00 

# 14 Summer '94 $4.00 

# 15 In. t. 94 $4.00 

Total enclosed: 

Name: ______ __ ____ _ 

Address: _ _____ ____ _ _ 

City: _ _ __ _ __ _ ____ _ 

State: ___ _________ _ 

Zip _ ___________ _ _ 

Send to:KILLSHOT 
Back Issues 

P.O. Box 8036 
Paducah KY 42002-8036 

L ______________ J 
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Did You Miss 'em? 
KILLSHOTback issues 

Ther e is still time 10 ge l the i sues you 
misse d . Ju sl fill in the coupo n at the 
le fl . e nc lose yo ur c heck o r money 
order (in U.S. fund s) and mail tod ay. 
Price s includ e posla ge and handlin g. 

#1 Premier e Js~1',A 'ugu st ·91 ) . Mike 

Raye ~" 

~,, 
#2 National W~le t September ' 91 ) . 
Miche l'$Oli-fhlin cover. 

~~'.'. 
#3 Oc1obe$~\l~ y Hogan cove r. 

~~'.'. 
#4 N ovc mb e r/ B<\501~ e r ' 92. Ly nn 
Adam cove r. $ 

#5 January/March '92 . And y Robert s 
"Terminator " cover. M a lia Ba i ley 
int ervi ew, ph o tographing racque tball, 
equipmenl of the pro , Brian Haw ke 
Gallery , in s truction and tournamen l 
coverage. Limited numb er still avail­
ab le. $5.00. 

#6 September/October '92. Mike 
Ye ll e n cover. New format. Tim 
Sween ey interview, eva luating a string 
job , Mik e Ye llen profile, inst ructio n 
and Lournament coverage. Limil ed 
numb er still available. $4.00 . 

#7 November/December '92 . Dr ew 
Kachlik "C h a insaw " cov e r. Drew 
Kachtik profi le, Ho l iday Bu ying 
g uid e, YCI spread she e t. in s tru ction 
a nd tournam ent coverage. Limited 
numb er still ava ilable. $4.00. 

#8 January/February '93. Rub en 
Gonza lez cover. Rub en Gonzale z pro­
fi le, racq uetb a ll on th e road , tenn i 
e lbo w, Gregg Peck 's basic s, instruc ­
tion and tournament coverage. Limit ed 
numb er still ava ilabl e. $4.00 . 

#9 March/Apri l '93 . C liff Sw ai n 
cover . Cliff Swain interview, a look at 
racquet . ea ting for performance , VCI 
sp rea d hee t. instruction and tourn a­
menl coverage . Limi ted numb er st ill 
ava ilable. $4.00. 

#10 Summer '93 . M ar ty 
H oga n/C har li e Brumfield cover . 
Sp ecia l inst ruction al iss ue. Evoluti on 
of the racquet , Strandemo, Dyna mic 
Duo, Am erica ' Mo st Wanted, Heflin 
on c limb ing lh e walls , tou rn ament 
coverage . Limited number s till avail­
ab le. $4.00 . 

#11 September/October '93 . Andy 
Rob e n s VC I cover. R acq ue t war­
ra nli es , nutrit io n. U .S. & Canadian 
amate ur na tionals and Junior nati ona l , 
rotator cuff injuri es. tou rname nt cove r­
age and in lr uction. Limited number 
still availa ble . $4.00 . 

#12 Win ter '93/94. Tim Doyl e 
cover. Tim Doy le profi le, target tra in­
ing : game tyle , auac king yo ur oppo­
nent , tearin g down the wa ll , 3rd annu­
al buyin g guide, tou rnament cove rage 
and instru ctio n. Lim iled numb er still 
available . $4.00 . , 

ou~'-· 
#13 Spring '94. ~~ uidry cove r. 

#14 Summer '94 . M a rk W e ntu ra 
cover. Co m mon s po rt s probl em , 
indu lry news, preparin g for a week­
end tourn ament , trin gs and gro mmet s. 
preparation, Mark Wentura inte rview, 
national champion . Limit ed number 
till availabl e. $4.00 

#15 Instructional '9 4 . Cliff Swai n 
cover. Cliff Swain profil e , dominatin g 
rallies, instant improvement , strin ge r 
log, Bi R a k IT, gradi ng th e pro 
Limit ed number still ava ilable. $4.00 



Rebel, Raider, Epic T. E. , 
and Pirate XL with 104 
square inch hitting surfaces. 
The Pulsar and Vision at 95 
square inches and 220 grams 
are popular amo ng those 
who like the fee l and contro l 
of a smaller frame. 

Richcraft also offers an 
injection molded composi­
tion racquet for the recre­
atio nal player . Called the 
MS Las er, it comes in pur­
ple, bla c k , or ye llo w and 
sells for around $35 . 

Spalding 

Th e A ssa ult Li g ht , a 
lightw e ig ht , hea d he a vy 
graphite frame leads 
Spaldin g ' s line. Us ing the 
popu larity of the Assault as a 
gu ide, the frame wa s light ­
ened and stiff ened and th e 
strin g pattern c hang e d to 
provid e top performan ce uti-

V 
1 izi ng the new techn ol ogy. Th e Ass ault 
Light is an unqu es tion ed success. For all 
of you who really love the fee l of the origi­
nal Assault , the Assault Graphir e remain s 
in-line , although it has conform ed lo the 2 1 
inch length . Bo th Assault s got impro ved , 
n as hi er pa int and g raphi cs in 1993 and 

now loo k as good as they hit. 
The Thund er Heat, originally relea sed 

last yea r, did not achieve the instant suc­
cess o f the Assault , and has been repriced 
this year , from a suggested $230 lo $ 170 lo 
app eal to a wider audi ence . As a ligh t­
wei ght , sup er oversize wide body which 

wa s designed by !RT touring pro Mike 
Ray , thi s racquet is an interesting choice 
for Club "A" to tournament players . The 
price chan ge make s it worth searching out 
the T/1111uler Heat for a try out. 

New for 1994 is the Rival. a 
sup erlight racquet a t 210 gram s . At 95 

squar e inches, the Rival offers con ­
trolled pow er. Spa lding ref ers to 
the frame as a Mid Plus, which 
seems to indicate more the fee l pro­
vided by the very firm construction 
with a thro at bridge. than to the 
physical a11ributes of the racqu et , 
which is 2 1 inches long . Players 
looking for the feel and control of a 
mid -size, or those tired of the physi­
ca l tress of using a sup er oversize, 
shou ld check out the Rival. 

In des ig ns for recreational 
players , Spalding offers un alu­
minum alloy - graphite composi te 
called the Kil/Shot. This relati vely 
new technol ogy offers a meldin g o f 
the durability o f aluminum and the 
im proved feel and power of 
graphi te . Spalding also offers five 
a luminu m frame s desi g ned to pro­
vide a durable beginner's racquet at 
a reasonable price. The first of 
these is the Pow er Assault. which 
has been popu lar for severul years . 
It offers top performance for an alu­
minu m fra me, and at a suggested 

K I L L S H O T • 47 



$40 . price , is a goo d choi ce for a wide 
ran ge of players. The alum inum Pursuit 
offer s a grip si ze cho ice of XXS or XS , 
which is normally difficult for aluminum 
frame s , which must stru c tur e a handl e 
around the wide beam of the aluminum. 
The Ace and Rebel Pro both com e prepack­
aged in color choice s, the Ace in blue and 
green and the Rebel Pro in blue, red and 
black to giv e con sum ers a choi ce of the 
look they want. 

Transition Racquet Sports 

Ice, Jee, Baby. Tran sition has titillat­
ed the industry by announcin g the visually 
intriguing Jee racquet. The Ice wilJ have a 
clear coating over the graphite, that will be 
tinted a deep navy blue at the head (the bet­
ter to hide scrapes and nick s) to an icy 
white, to a clear lacquer at the throat. Ice 
is tear-drop shaped, with 102 square inches 
of string surface and wei g hs only 207 
grams and include s built in shock reduction 
systems. 

In addition to the exciting new Ice, 
TRS ' line includes the very popul ar Bad 
Influenc e and Phas e II both at 205 grams. 
The Phas e II has a great looking new paint 
job and an insulated racquet cover (which, 
like the Bad Influence, holds up to five rac -
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quets) with should er strap and wet pocket. 
The new ameni ties, along with the init ial 
popul arity of the frame deserve at leas t a 
look. The aluminum Cont ende r is a very 
strong offe ring for beg inner player s, giving 
TRS players a wide range of choices priced 
from $30 to $239. 

Wilson 

With the release of the Hammer series 
in 1992 , Wilson had well engineered, high 
performan ce racquetball frames . However , 
Wilson did not have manage ment, market­
ing or sales staff dedicated to racquetbal l. 
Sales were neg lec ted for the bigge r tennis 
mark et , and Wil so n lacke d guida nce in 
spon sorship s and warranty of racquetball 
frames. 

In 1994 Wil son has correct ed all of 
these flaws in a big way by formin g a new 
company called Wil son Racquetball that is 
specifica lly dedicat ed to the develo pm ent, 
produ ction, marke ting and sales of Wilson 
racquetball produ cts . The new company is 
headed by the form er Ektelon management 
tea m includin g Norm Peck, Ge nera l 
Manag e r, Jay M c Gr eg or , Sa les and 
Marketing Manager , Terri Graham , Pla yer 
Pro gram Dir ec tor , Kerry Ly nch, Product 
Manager, and Tom Odi shoo , M ark etin g 

Co mmu ni c a t io n 
Manage r. W ilso n 
Ra cque tball has 
alrea dy announ ced a 
new line, and promis ­
e s fur ther product 
announcements in the 
fall. 

Lead ing the high 
performa nce line are 
two light weight, head 
hea vy frames , th e 
Sled ge Hamme r (200 
g rams) and Hamm er 
3.6 (215 grams ). The 
Sled ge Hammer is 
similar in shape to the 
g reat perfo rmin g 
Hamm er 2.7 and 4 .0, 
but the frame's make­
up has been changed 
to increase stiffne ss, 
and ther efore power , 
at the head. It is also 
a littl e wider and 
dee per in the thro at, 
and the str ing pattern 
is more "s tar bur st." 
Th e Sl edge Hamm er 

is the st iffes t fram e in the Wilson line. 
Stiffe r frames are designed for higher level 
players and will generate the most power. 
The Hamm er 3 .6 has slig htly more flex , 
which makes it more forgivin g for off cen­
ter hits. Whi le most tournamen t playe rs 
wan t the raw power of the stiffe st frame 
available, some prefe r the fee l of a soft er 
racque t, which allows the ba ll to stay on 
the strings longer. The Hamm er 3.6 is also 
a good choice for club players who want a 
good performing rac qu et that doe sn ' t 
demand as much preci sion from each hit. 

Two more new add itions to Wilson 's 
line are the Verdict and Discipl e, both fea­
turing Wilson's exclusive Strike 'Zone tech­
nology . Larger than the conventional sweet 
spot, the Strike 'Zone energ izes the top third 
of the racquet where nearly 70% of shots 
are hit. 

Th e Wilson line also includes a tradi­
tional we ight (245 grams) graphite com ­
po s ite fr ame ca lled the Stil etto . For the 
club player, W ilson has the Tsunam i, an 
aluminum/ grap hite com posite which offe rs 
a more sol id feel tha n aluminu m alone. 
The Vyper 3 and Cobra are both alum inum 
frames which offe r extre mely easy on the 
bud get prices for beginners and club play­
ers. 



It feels like a German sedan 
everywhere but in your wallet. 

With a new, more powerful 2.0 liter engine, dual air bags, 10 year/100,000 mile 
limited powertrain warranty, 2 years or 24,000 miles of no-charge scheduled 

price, the new Jetta is designed to leave you ,VJ) maintenance; and a generously low sticker ~ 

exhilarated without leaving you broke. ~.,. 

•See retoiie, lo, warranty deto ,b. c 1994 Voluwogen I Seorbelh IOVe l1ve1 Don't drln~ and d,ive .j 



ere ar 
On the eastern fringe of the Golden Trout Wilderness 

WAYS 
Area in the High Sierra there's a steep, unmarked trail 

heading to 12,000 foot Olancha Peak. For generations 

• explorers climbed here to enjoy the pristine water 

to en Joy ,:ef; 
I 

cup with pure Sierra snow, 

in raw form: heaping a 

placing several dark rocks on top , and laying it in the sun. Years ago, this 

wilderness trick was the only way to experience 

there's a better way. You see, our alpine spring water begins as pristine Sierra snow, but then h 
nature takes it on an incredible journey- filtering it through layer after layer of mountain t e 
bedrock . Years later it emerges at our protected source where 

we bottle it and send it far and wide. So you don't have to go 

breathless trying to find the best water in the West . 
BEST 

your store, and scoop some up. WATER 
• 

_1n the West . 
CRYSTAL GEYSER ♦ ONE OF AMERICA'S NATURAL RESOURCESN 

(0 Crystal Gtyacr Wm·r Comp.1ny • N.ip.a Valley, Californli 




