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DO YOU HAVE THE GUTS 
TO BE A WINNER? 

Guts. That's where it all starts. 
The guts to push your body 

through new thresholds of pain 
and endurance. The guts to 

push your mind to new 
levels of discipline and 
concentration. 

Once you're there, 
you'll find that only 
Ektelon can meet your 
performance standards. 
Our Graphite CBK™, 
the game's most power­

ful racquet, and the Com­
posite 250GrM, the most 

widely used tournament 

model , are the finest pieces of 
equipment in racquetball today. 
Ask a winner about rac- TOTAl 

quetball racquets ... the ~~, 
gut reaction is Ektelon. f.-.-:;/ 

For the game's best :!':~,.:\~ 
source of information and J , ~ , :J 
strategy, write for our free -• 
"Total Racquetball" book: Ektelon, 
8929 Aero Dr . , San Diego, 
CA 92123. 

EJqELr»(/; 
The Most Recommended Racquet in Racquetball. 

another~BROWNING company 



TO YOU IT'S A GAME. 
TO A SHOE IT'S AN AULT 
WITH A DEADLY WEAPON. 

Oh sure, racquetball court shoe design. 
looks like an innocent No other shoe in the 
enough game. game can touch it for 

But if you were a durability, not to men-
shoe, you'd think it tion fit or comfort. 
was about as innocent This year, there are 
as an armor p1ercmg 3 new Tuffs. Including 
bazooka. a new Power Strap® 

Fact is, a hard version for extra sup-
game of racquetball port and improved 
can chew up a pair of .....__.,... playability. There are 
shoes faster than a shark in a goldfish bowl. ten different styles in all. So instead of wear-

What it takes is a shoe gutsy enough to put ing a shoe that was designed for a game, wear 
up with all that skidding and scuffing around. one that was designed e,: l :J ~I 

A gutsy shoe like Tuffs, by Foot-Joy. By all for a battle. Tuffs, by I 001. • QV F• I 
definitions, the ultimate evolution in wood Foot-Joy. 'J® 

THETOUGHESTSHOESONTHECOUR~ 
Foot-Joy , Inc. Brockton , MA 0240 
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Next issue ... 

We'll start out the new year with an in-depth 
look at collegiate racquetball, rapidly 
becoming the spawning ground for the next 
generation of players; also a Reader Par­
ticipation Survey on National Racquetball 
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Choose Your 
weapon 

DP Leach has the perfect weapon for your game. From the beginner to 
the advanced player, we have the answer to your racquet needs. We offer 
the widest range of racquets on the market, including the durability of alu­
minum, the balance of fiberglass, and the power of graphite. Choose your 
weapon, and let DP Leach help you take advantage of your opponent. 

DPLEACH 
Fit for Life * 



, - CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-327-6460 
* Ektelon • CSK ........................ . 139.99 

250G.. . .... . ... . ... 79.99 
New CR200 .. .... . .. .. . . ...... 31.99 
New Citori ................... 57.99 
New Interceptor ... . . . ... .... 35.99 
Marathon Graphite .. . . ...... 41.99 
Blue Lite . . ........ 29.99 
Magnum 2 ................... 51.99 
Jennifer Harding ............. 29.99 

*Leach• 
Hogan Graphite USA . .. ...... 109.99 
Hogan Steel. ..... .. . .. .. .. . . . 63.99 
Hogan 7100 Alum . . ... . ...... 44.99 
Hogan AC 250 . . . . ... .. . ...... 41.99 
Hogan Graphite 240 . . 43 99 
Graphite Competitor ......... 69.99 
Graphite BandidO ... 33 99 

• WIison • 
New Comp. PIUS ...... . ....... 69.99 
New Epic/PWS ............... 39.99 
Tempest . . .. 21 99 

•Head• 
Head Graphite Express 
Head Professional . 
Head Master . 
Head Standard. 

*Volt* Pacer .... 
Impact I . 
Impact xc 
Impact L . 
Impact II ..... 
Impact M 

. . .... 79.99 
.. .... .... .. . 39 99 

........... . ..... 36.99 
... . ....... 34.99 
.. . . .. .... 41.99 

. 33.99 
•Bags• 

Ektelon All Pro Bag. 
Ektelon Racquetballer 
Ektelon Racquet Tote . 
Head Racquetball Bag 

•Shoes• 
Head Ballistic MIL . .' .......... 25.99 
Nike Killshot M/L ........ 25.99 
Nike Allcourt . ................ 19:99 
Nike WImbleton 29 99 
Asahi Leather MIL 29 99 
AsahICanvasM1L 1999 
K SWISS 29 99 
Adidas ATP 44 99 
Adidas R Laver 33 99 
Adidas Stan Smith 33 99 

•Cloves• 
Champion TIgergnp M'L 
Saranac R 200 MIL. 

• Balls• 
Penn. Ultra Blue. Voit Rollout . Seamco 600, 

Ektelon Speedflite 
3 cans tor s10 oo 

Gexco Racquetball Saver 
Foster Grant Eye Guard 
Court Specs 
Court Goggles 
Eye sentry 
Tournagnp ,Enougn tor I raquer,, 

Shoe Goo 
ALL IOUIPMINT IS FIIST QUALITY 

7 99 
13 99 
6 99 

12 99 
24 99 

3 99 
2 99 

All racquets come w/covers. as sur.,plled fm mfg . 
Add $2.SO tor slllpD1n1 & llandll~ n tlle 41 states. 

FL residents add 5" . Prices sub ec:t to change. 
APO·FPO · $2.SO H a 

AMERICA 
P.O. Box 26148, Tamarac, FL 33320 
Customer Service: f305J 741-4707 

WE SHIP WORLDWIDE TELEX NO. 44,1120 

I•·· .. -, CALL TOLL FREE c;::;:J 
1 ___ . ,.aoo-az7-6460 .. 

AM-EX II/rite or call for complete prlcP 11st. o.C. 

From The Editor ... 

Whatever 
Happened To 
Doubles? 
The AARA completed its annual Na­
tional Doubles championships October 
21-24 just under the deadline for this 
issue. It was a good tournament­
exciting play, tremendous hospitality, 
lots of upsets and good media 
coverage. We'll carry a full report next 
month. 

And that'll be it for doubles for another 
year. As usual, the doubles season's 
over before Halloween. Thrilling, huh? 

I could never figure out the racquetball 
mentality relating to doubles. Somehow 
we've passed over a game that, com­
pared to singles , is 1) more exciting, 
2) more skillful, 3) more entertaining, 
and being played by millions every day. 

So where have all the doubles tour­
naments gone? What is it about 
doubles that steers the promoters away 
like the plague? Now, I'm not talking 
about the fancy-dan, city-slick type pro­
moters. I'm talking about you and me 
and our local club where "Let's have a 
tournament" means "Let's have a 
singles tournament." 

I don't know about you, but I like 
doubles. Okay, I'll admit it-I like 
singles more, but I still like doubles. I 
play doubles at least 40 percent of the 
time and enjoy every minute. And 
unlike singles, I can blame my losses 
on my partner. 

Dangerous? Not really, if you know 
what you're doing . To me, flying jet 
planes would be dangerous, because I 
don't know the first thing about being a 
pilot. Playing doubles is dangerous if 
you don't know anything about the 
game. 

But that's precisely what makes 
doubles so attractive-it is a life, an 
aura, a being all its own. It's a different 
game than singles. There are different 
shots, strategy and all sorts of factors. 
You've got a partner to watch, worry 
about and depend on. Your shots have 
to be precise or they'll get ripped right 
back atchya'. 

It's fast-paced, thrills a minute, 
stimulating rallies. At the top of the 
competitive ladder, it's a great show, a 
better display of racquetball talent than 
singles. So how come all the doubles 
players in the world meet once a year 
for their competitive quickie-and 
that's all folks? 

I also wonder why the pros don't in­
clude one or two doubles events on 
their tour each season, or better yet a 
pro doubles division at each tour stop. 
It would give more players a shot at 
some prize money; it would take the 
sting out of early round losses for 
some pros (especially if they did well in 
doubles); it would put some of today's 
great singles artists to the test of 
melding their superb individual talents 
to the teamwork, finesse and partner­
ship that is doubles. That I'd like to see. 

Now don't start telling me how hard it 
is to go both ways, singles and 
doubles, in one event. All that junk 
about how we racquetballers can't take 
the pace of two events because of the 
tremendous toll our game takes on us. 
Hogwash! 

There was a day that was true, but 
nobody's seen it lately. Anybody who 
claims racquetball is too tough to go 
both ways is out of shape. I mean, how 
hard is it to hit a ball as hard as you 
can twice every 30 seconds for 45 
minutes? That's singles. 

They do it in tennis, from every week 
tour stops to Wimbledon. And virtually 
all the pros play doubles along with 
their singles. And it's rare that you hear 
of a player defaulting in doubles to 
"save" himself for singles. And don't 
start telling me how much tougher rac­
quetball is than tennis 'cuz you can't 
fool an ol' court watcher like me. 

But then again, maybe I'm all wet. 
Maybe there's hundreds of doubles 
tournaments out there and I'm just not 
reading my mail. But like the club 
owner said to the guy who claimed 
there were 14 million racquetball 
players, "that may be, but they're not 
coming through my front door." • 



STEAL 1HE SHIRr OFF 
OUR BACK FOR $2.95. 

l!.enn 
J.krcqucztbo11 

We're offering every man and 
woman in America the shirt off our back. 

Just send us $2.95 and three (3) 
proofs of purchase from specially 
marked cans of Penn® racquetballs::~ 

Then we'll send you a top-quality, 
his or hers, raglan T-shirt with the logo 
of the # 1 ball in the game: Penn. 

With a ball this good, and a shirt 
this good-looking, you're sure to make 
a smashing court appearance. 

And at $2.95, this 
offer is almost a crime. 

*Full details on coupons in specially marked cans. 

@Penn Athletic Products Compan y. Monroeville. PA 15146. 
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Letters 

National Racquetball Magazine 
1800 Pickwick Ave., 

Glenview, Illinois 60025. 

Back Wall Rule 

Dear Editor: 

In your August '82 issue, a reader wrote 
in suggesting a back wall rule in which 
a line would be placed five feet from 
the back wall and you could only hit 
the ball into the back wall if you were 
behind the line. 

The letter asked for comments. Well, 
I've got some. 

In racquetball , people need a lot of 
freedom. Any rule that limits freedol']l 
on the courts cuts down on the fun. 
And the back wall rule is unnecessary. 

I've never seen anyone hit, nor have I 
been hit myself, by a ball being shot to 
the back wall. If there's anybody who 
knows about getting hit by the super­
sonic blue bullet, it's me. I play three 
hol\rs a day, five days a week, and get 
hit by the ball or racquet at least twice 
a week. I've been hit everywhere im­
aginable, and then some. 

Wherever you stand on the court, you 
may be hit , and the back wall is no ex­
ception. But I'm sure we're all safe 
enough with the rules of today. 

Brian Vaughan 
El Cajon, CA 

The Publisher's Pipe 

Dear Editor: 

Evidently comments about your 
publisher smoking a pipe have been to 
no avail (see October issue, p. 4). 

It certainly does not project a good 
image, particularly for a sports 
publication. 

I am a member of the Los Angeles 
Athletic Club and I know that less than 
one half of one percent of our handball 
and racquetball members smoke. 

Peter Gates 
Los Angeles, CA 

(Dear Peter: What pipe? -Ed.) 

6 DECEMBER 

She Takes The Challenge 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

I am a dedicated player, I read all of 
your magazine cover to cover, and I 
would like to reply to your challenge 
(October issue, p. 4). 

You asked who we are, why we play, 
how often we play. 

I am 63 years old. I have played for four 
years and loved every minute of it. I 
have never played any other sport, and 
will not give up racquetball until I am in 
a wheelchair in a nursing home. (I am 
secretly plotting a way to play even 
there.) 

Racquetball has done so much for me. 
Physically, it has brought down my ex­
tremely high blood pressure and helped 
me to lose forty pounds over the first 
two years. 

Why do I play? Naturally, for the health 
benefits, but really just because I love 
it, I love the people, and I play nearly 
every day of the week. 

Racquetball has given me the chance 
to make new friends, many of them 
much younger than me; to edit our 
Courthouse Newsletter , which has 
opened a whole new world-I am no 
longer just a tired old housewife; I even 
had an article in National Racquetball 
a few years ago and through it met 
players from all over when they were 
out here visiting. 

It is so nice to have a publisher 
recognize that not all of us are open 
players or top stars; but we do play, we 
buy lots of outfits and equipment , we 
pay our dues on time , and we love the 
game. 

Thanks for realizing that it is the 
average players who comprise the bulk 
and success of any club or magazine. 

Eleanor Quackenbush 
Salem, OR 

Importance of Eyeguards 

Dear Editor: 

I firmly agree with your comments on 
eyeguards in the October issue of 
National Racquetball. 

I have been an avid player for the last 
three years. I am also a firm believer in 
eye protection and have been wearing 
eyeguards ever since my first lesson. 

My two daughters , ages nine and 
seven, are beginning to play and enjoy 
the game. I wish to stress to them the 
importance of eye protection . 

To me eyeguards are as important a 
piece of equipment as my racquet. I 
wouldn 't walk onto a court without 
either one. 

Nancy L. Kurszewski 
Stevens Point, WI 

Dear Editor: 

Congratulations on the great editoria l 
about protective eyewear in the Oc­
tober issue of National Racquetball. 
We commend your successful efforts 
to continually publicize the need 
for racquetball players to wear eye 
protection . 

I'm convinced that it is only a matter of 
time before the major national racquet­
ball and squash associations require 
protective eyewear for all players. Un­
fortunately , between now and then, 
thousands of painful, costly and 
needless eye injuries will occur to rac­
quetball players. The impact of such in­
juries on the sport 's future could be 
substantial. 

Dennis Hirschfelder 
Directo r of Eye Safety Programs 
National Society to Prevent Blindness 

Favorite Shot 

Dear Editor: 

Your magazine is excellent, but I would 
like to see a short article by some of 
the pros about what their favorite shot 
is. My favorite is when the ball is com­
ing off the front wall very high and 
deep into the back court. I swing at the 
ball as if I am going to hit it on the 
fly ... and deliberately miss it. If my op­
ponent is right behind me, and he is 
asleep, the ball will hit him and result 
in a point or a side out-another step 
toward a brilliant victory for yours 
truly .. . 

Al Freedman 
Voorhees, NJ 

National Racquetball Magazine 
1800 Pickwick Ave., 

Glenview , Illinois 60025. 



Smash me. 
Crush me. 
Splat me. 
Kill me. 

I'll stay 
forever 
true blue. 
No ball stays lively longer 
than the Wilson lru Blue. 
We' 11 pay you to prove it to yourself. Take Wi Ison 's Great American Playtest. 
There's a Playtest Questionnaire packed in every can of balls. Fill out the 
questionnaire and send it to Wilson. We'll send you a dollar. Ask your pro 
for details. 

W~BLUE -°''® 



9§¾-:-silver sclariw1 1 1 
Old-fashioned systems have given way to THE SILVER 
SOLARIUM , the most sophisticated sun screen available to 
date, and the choice of leading racquetball clubs around the 
country . Are you aware that there is a difference between 
tanning rays and burning rays? Both are emitted by the sun. 
UV-A is the tanning light wave and UV-B is the ray that burns, 
dries and ages the skin. THE SIL VER SOLARIUM controls 
these rays-blocking out the harmful burning rays while stim­
ulating your body's natural tanning ability and giving more of 
the gentle healthy tanning rays. No burning, drying, peeling, or 
aging of your skin. Now you can have an immediate tan all 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
: Please send information right • •• 
: away. I wantto know aboutthe •• 
: safest way to tan, in my club . 
• : NAME __________ _ 

• • 
: ADDRESS __________ : 

• • 
• CITY ____________ : 

Telephone _____ _ 

I am currently a • Member • Owner at--

. 
• • • • . 

• . 
NAME ·•. -------------- ········· • CITY ________ _ 

My Club is Interested In: 0 PURCHASE O LEASE O RENTAL ~ 

: • • 6 Month Deferred Payment Plan •• . . . . 
: . silver solarium ....... :. 

2 KANSAS STREET / SUITE 450 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94103 / (415) 552-9916 

through the winter. They'll think you just returned 
from Tahiti! SILVER SOLARIUM ... tan on command 

... GUARANTEED ! 

Take this ad to your local club manager. 
SILVER SOLARIUM is doing wonderful 

things for club members and 
management. 

Ask for it by name . 



In Memoriam 

Kendler's Death - End Of An Era 
A rare glimpse of Kendler just taking it easy 
in his Skokie, IL, office-4101 Dempster St. 
was known as racquetball headquarters for 
over a decade. 

Robert W. Kendler, the driving force in 
the racquetball industry from 1968-1980, 
died November 1 at the age of 78. He 
collapsed in church Sunday morning, 
October 31, lapsed into a coma and 
never regained consciousness. 

Kendler's role in racquetball was as 
enigmatic as could be. To some he was 
a sacrificing savior, nearly always ready 
to do whatever was necessary to get 
the job done. He paid for production of 
racquetball TV shows when no sponsor 
would come forth; he put up the prize 
money when no sponsors were to be 
found in the early days; he gave 
tremendously of his time and energy 
and he never drew one penny in salary. 

On the other hand, his personal pride 
and affection for doing business "ex­
clusively" (signing endorsement con­
tracts with one company to the exclu­
sion of others) caused continuous 
political and legal problems which 
eventually led to the demise of his rac­
quetball empire. 

And so an era in racquetball history 
has ended. As founder of the old Inter­
national Racquetball Association (IRA), 
U.,S. Racquetball Association (USAA), 
and National Racquetball Club (NRC); 
inaugurator of both Racquetball and 
National Racquetball magazines; inven­
tor of the glass court; founder of rac­
quetball's first pro tour, national 
juniors , intercollegiates and countless 
other racquetball activities-he earned 
a place in the sport's history which will 
never be forgotten. 

Yet during his years of peak influence 
Kendler managed to get racquetball 
featured in Sports Illustrated, The Wall 
Street Journal (twice), The Christian 
Science Monitor, most major 
metropolitan daily newspapers, several 
in-flight magazines and countless other 
periodicals as well as three national 
and two regional TV shows. 

Kendler's court sports career began in 
the 1920's when he was an avid hand­
ball player. As his years and personal 
wealth grew (real estate, home building 
and remodeling), he became disen­
chanted with the Amateur Athletic 
Union (AAU) governing of handball . 
Thus, in 1951 he orchestrated a "revolt" 

that saw 31 of the top 32 handball 
players withdraw from the AAU and 
join Kendler's new U.S. Handball 
Association (USHA). 

Racquetball World Mourns 
The reaction to 
the death of 
Bob Kendler 
came swiftly 
from the 
racquetball 
industry. 
Those who 
knew him best, 
who had an 
inside look at 
how he 
operated his 
racquetball 
interests, had 
these words 
to say: 

I feel a sense of loss tor racquetball. 
I don 't know how you can ever 
replace a Bob Kendler. Bob created 
a standard of excellence that still 
exists today. I'm concerned how rac­
quetball is going to maintain the 
programs he initiated. -Charlie 
Drake, president, 0.1. & D., Inc., San 
Diego, former Chief Executive Of­
ficer, Leach Industries. 

Bob Kendler created professional 
racquetball. If it hadn 't been for him 
none of us would be playing. He was 
controversial, but he told everybody 
what he was going to do and he 
went out and did it. He led the way. I 
had a great deal of respect for him. 
He was a fantastic human being and 

As the the president and driving force 
of handball through the USHA, Kendler 
steered the course for over 30 years. 
This past summer, at the age of 77 and 
in obviously failing health , he resigned 
from USHA, turning the reins over to 
Carl Porter. 

racquetball was fortunate to have a 
man of his stature involved in it for 
so many years. -Marty Hogan, five 
time National Champion. 

Bob Kendler was one of the most 
dynamic and visionary leaders in 
American sports history . He dream­
ed of transforming grubby little 
20x40 cubby holes in the back 
recesses of YMCA 's into exciting 
glass showcases. In doing so, he 
touched and enriched the lifestyles 
of millions of new handball and rac­
quetball players. Many of his goals 
tor the sports he loved are still to be 
achieved. The legacy Bob left us is 
the inspiration and challenge to 
keep building on those dreams. 
-Carl Porter, Jr., president U.S. 
Handball Association. 

I don 't believe that the court club in­
dustry or any aspect of it, such as 
associations , tournaments or 
publications, would be nearly as ad­
vanced as they are without his help. 
I am personally grateful for the help 
and information he shared with me 
when we were beginning our rac­
quetball ventures. -John S. 
Wineman , Jr., former president , Na­
tional Court Clubs Association , part­
ner Court House Sports Clubs, Ltd., 
Northfield, IL. 

I'm shocked at his loss. Bob Kendle, 
truly started the game of racquet­
ball. He did so much. We came a 
long way since Milwaukee in 1968 
and it was Bob who led us there. He 
gave me a career in racquetball and 
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The good of' days found Kendler (right) with former Seamco president Al Mackie (left) and 
Illinois governor Jim Thompson, an avid racquetballer. It was Kendler's insistence on 

exclusive ball contracts with Seamco that led to years of litigation, 
still not totally resolved at the time of his death. 

In 1968 Kendler was called to 
Milwaukee to witness the first bud of 
the racquetball flower and sensing its 
eventual greatness, he embraced the 
game, much to the chagrin of his hand­
ball following. He formed the IRA and 
began the many programs that con­
tinue today under the auspices of the 
AARA 

In 1973 a disagreement with the Board 
of Directors led to Kendler's resignation 
from IRA and his formation of the com­
petitive organizations, the USRAINRC. 
He established pro racquetball and a 
second magazine, and continued to 
amaze the racquetball world with his 
brash, "my way" approach to the 
industry. 

There are other opinions, to be sure, 
but the fact remains that Bob Kendler 
was the man most responsible for put­
ting racquetball on the sports map. It 
was he who ruled the roost during the 
great boom of the 1970's, it was he 
who put his money where his mouth 
was, it was he who had the guts to go 
forward when others would shrink 
away. 

One of his favorite lines was, "God 
hates a coward." If the converse of that 
is true, "God loves a man with guts," 
then Bob Kendler is doing just fine 
right now.• 

he was always willing to help if 
there was a problem. I'll miss him 
and I know the sport will too. -Bill 
Schmidtke, National Champion 1971, 
1974. 

gruff at times, but he tempered it 
with kindness. -Charlie Brumfield, 
National Champion 1972, 1973, 1975, 
1976 

It's very unfortunate that Bob has 
passed away. He made a major con­
tribution to the sport and the history 
of racquetball will reflect that. 
-Luke St. Onge, executive director, 
AARA. 

He was the catalyst for the sport. 
What always struck me the most 
was how he controlled racquetball 
with kindness. When I needed 
money to get through school, he 
gave it to me. Any player could go to 
Bob with a problem. Sure, he was 
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We'll all miss him. He meant the 
world to racquetball. If it hadn 't been 
for Bob Kendler, the sport would 
never have reached the heights it 
has. I only regret that his enemies 
couldn't have known how much he 
cared. Most of all I'll cherish his 
generosity for the kids. He loved the 
juniors and always made sure they 
were taken care of. -Joe Ardito, 
former National Commissioner, 
USRAINRC and long-time Kendler 
associate. 

FOR YOUR 
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Feature 

The Inner Athlete: 
A Profile Of Shannon Wright 
"I'm not close friends with anyone on 
the tour. I don't think that's a very good 
idea-being friends with the people 
you're competing with." 

-Shannon Wright, 1977 

There's no doubt in Shannon Wright's 
mind that she'll be national women's 
champion in 1983. In her own words, 
"I'm gonna clean up this year." 

In June 1977, Shannon defeated Peggy 
Steding in San Diego and became na­
tional champion for the first time. Since 
then, she has played brilliantly but er­
ratically, often ranked first, always stay­
ing near the top but never consistently 
dominating, in spite of her unique com­
bination of incredible endurance, 
strength, aggressiveness, and court 
smarts. 

She's been called an "all-American 
girl," but the insipid expression fails to 

characterize this complex woman who 
is fiercely independent and competitive 
and yet emotionally available, who has 
built a log cabin single-handedly and 
flies a plane, but needs the approbation 
of her peers and fans in racquetball. 

Wright's competitiveness dates to 
schooldays, where she distinguished 
herself academically mainly, she feels, 
because there was no worthwhile 
athletic competition available to her. 

She is a woman of formidable deter­
mination. Three weeks after she began 
to play racquetball for fun, she got 
serious and decided, with Pete Wright 
advising her, that she was going to be 
the best. Five years and one broken 
marriage later she achieved her 
objective. 

In the past few years, some major 
developments in her personal life have 
caused Wright to reevaluate her goals 
and the focus of her racquetball career, 
to ask some of the hard questions that 
we all have to ask sooner or later. 

And she has come up with some tough­
minded, perceptive answers that in­
dicate the kind of personal and profes­
sional growth she's achieved in the pro­
cess. At 26 she is still tough and confi­
dent, but she is very far from the defen­
sive, touchy brat of yesteryear who got 
tagged cocky and arrogant. These days 
she's positive and warm not only about 
her own playing, but about the level of 
women's racquetball generally and her 
competition on the pro tour. 

In a recent interview with National Rac­
quetball, she talked about the new 
Shannon Wright and the hopes and 
dreams that sustain her as she enters 
her eighth pro racquetball season. 

Over those eight years Wright has cer­
tainly stood the test of time. Gone from 
top level play are virtually all of the 
players she has had to climb over to 
reach and stay number one during her 

early years-players like Kathy 
Williams, Peggy Steding, Sue Carow, 
Jan Campbell and Jan Pasternak. 

It's a new generation now, one of 
harder hitters, more cunning strategists 
and better conditioned athletes. And 
Wright has earned her spot at or near 
the top of today's racquetball ladder. 

"I've been playing racquetball a long 
time," she says of her expectation of 
winning the nationals. "My endurance 
is phenomenal, I'm smart and exper­
ienced, and I've had a feeling that I'd 
reach my prime about 28. So the next 
couple of years are going to be my 
best. 

"I've made some changes in my life 
and they're going to help me get there. 
I've altered my eating habits, for exam­
ple, and lost weight. Eventually, I'd like 
to be no higher than 130, and I'm real 
close. I think that's going to help my 
speed. 

"And this summer I've been working 
with weights. I've always been real 
strong and I want to capitalize on that." 

The confidence isn't new-Wright has 
always been sure of herself and of her 
preeminence in women's racquet­
ball-but there's a sense of balance 
that wasn't always there. 

"You've got to be even-keeled to make 
it," she says. "Like Heather McKay­
she had to be even-minded, even­
tempered to win for 18 years at 
squash." (McKay is two-time and cur­
rent national women's champion.) 

It was that lack of balance that 
destroyed her first marriage with Pete 
Wright. 

"We were married for two years, from 
the time I was 18 to 20. He's a wonder­
ful teacher and he taught me a lot," 
she said. 

"But our whole fife was racquet­
ball-we had no relationship skills. 
While the relationship was on the 
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The old days when a victory over Steding 
(right) was worth theatrics . 

rocks, I was playing terrific racquetball, 
but racquetball killed the marriage. 
That was all either of us knew-we 
were just kids and other areas of our 
lives weren 't developed. 

"Now we're good friends, and 
everything is falling into place." 

One of the things that's most "in 
place" in Wright's life is the presence 
of Jim Hamilton, her fiance. Their rela­
tionship is a union of opposites in 
more ways than one. Hamilton brings 
to it the maturity and experience of 44 
years, where Wright, at 26, still has the 
energy and zest of youth. 

All of Wright's adult life to this point 
has been dedicated to the pursuit of 
physical excellence; Hamilton 's has 
been focused on the spiritual, through 
20 years spent in Christian ministry . 
But they complement each other well 
with the different insight and ex­
perience that they bring to their 
relationship. 

"Jim has helped to guide me in lots of 
ways," Shannon says. "Since I've met 
him (three years ago, in Las Vegas) I've 
learned how to be friendly and com­
petitive at the same time, how to be 
loving towards others and yet play to 
win. 

"When I started out in racquetball, the 
role models weren't very good sports . 
People like Charlie Brumfield or Steve 
Serot projected a very rough image. 
There was a lot of outright rude 
behavior-pushing and shoving and 
yelling. 

"Well, I was influenced by that, and I 
certainly wasn't any angel. Ultimately , 
it made me very unhappy. I was 
isolated, an outsider- a lot of the girls 
didn't like me." 

But all that has changed. These days 
Wright is feeling more comfortable and 
accepted, and has developed some 
close friendships among the women on 
the tour . 
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"Lynn Adams and I really love one 
another ," she says, "and yet we're com­
petitors. The edge doesn 't have to go 
out of competition just because the 
players are friends. 

"On the WPRA tour generally there 's a 
high degree of people trying to get 
along with people. I feel very much a 
part of that , a part of the group . 

"But anyone could tell you-Peggy 
Gardner or Sue Jackson or any of the 
girls on the tour-I was cocky and in­
considerate for a long time . And I got 
to the top, but I wasn 't happy. I had to 
re-evaluate. " 

Looking back, Wright traces the 
unevenness of her performance to the 
hostility that her behavior provoked in 
the other players and the unhappiness 
this in turn caused her. 

"If some part of your life is out of 
whack, you ain 't going to win, baby," 
she says with tough good humor. "I 'd 
rather have lost as I have for the past 
couple of years and learned a really im­
portant lesson in life . 

"In the past , when I didn 't win it was 
usually because of a personal matter. 
You know, the top athletes win by 
inches-so the mental stuff makes a 
big differnece . Players like Adams and 
McKay are so terrific because they 're 
not only outstanding athletes , they 're 
also balanced and mature , developed 
human beings. " 

She sees the integration of personal 
and professional life , of prowess on the 
court and realization of the inner per­
son , as more typical of female than 
male players. 

"A lot of women athletes are maybe 
deeper in their attitudes than the guys," 

Under the bright lights : Wright battled 
Harding on regional PBS-TV in February, 

1978, taking the crown. 



she said speculatively. "What's impor­
tant to them is being a good sport and 
living your life the right way. Of course 
competing, winning, have a place in 
this-the only way to play is to try and 
win. But there's more than competition. 

"I don't find the guys as mature as the 
ladies. I mean, their tour is chaotic­
torn by partisan politics, where 
the WPRA tour is responsible and 
organized." 

Amid all the reflection and re­
evaluation Wright has been subjecting 
her life to, her game and her ambitions 
in racquetball have also come in for 
serious scrutiny . The failures and 
frustrations of the past few years have 
become opportunities for her-oppor­
tunities to change and grow . 

"A lot of people if they'd gone down 
from the top would have stayed down, " 
she said. "I was on top for a while, 
then I wasn't any more, but I rose 
above again-I wasn't going to stay 
down. 

"I asked myself what does it take to be 
a winner, and a champion. I've been 
finding the answers, and making 
changes. If I'm right, I should be back 
up on top." 

Dryhord. 

Of her closest competition, she says, 
"Lynn (Adams) is not better; in fact, I 
have the potential to be better than she 
is. I know how I've played racquetball 
sometimes and I know that with a little 
more time my game could be 
awesome!" 

She is optimistic about the quality of 
women's racquetball and its future. 
"The women have improved about 500 
percent in the last two years," she 
says. "They're getting better all the 
time. The WPRA tour is going to be 
really something this year-even the 
quarter-finals are going to be tough. 

"And women's racquetball is going to 
keep on getting better. Lynn, Heather 
and I are all way above everyone else, 
but even we still have notches to go up 
before we reach our potential." 

And she works steadily towards that 
potential, with a training schedule that 
combines five miles of running four or 
five times a week, riding a bike 12 
miles each day, and playing racquetball 
one hour a day. 

"I drill by myself," she said, "or I often 
practice with Matt Rudich, the 12-and­
under champ who's my star pupil and 
practice partner." 

She sees the future as holding not only 
national championships, but a variety 
of ways for her to use her expertise. 
She is sponsored by Foot-Joy and 
Omega at present, and is enthusiastic 
about representing them. 

"I've been with Foot-Joy for a year and 
a half, and it's worked out real well," 
she says, "and for a while now I've 
been playing with an Omega racquet . 
The strings are their Mad-Rax design 
so they don't move around as much. I 
really like it. And by the end of the 
season, I'm going to be talking to some 
additional sponsors ." 

She takes her role as a racquetball 
teacher seriously , and hopes to con­
tinue with it. "I'm interested in teaching 
future pro players," she said. "Matt's 
friend David Simonette was out here in 
the summer and we played . He's very 
good too. I'd like to spend some time in 
the coming years working with the pro­
mising kids." 

Whatever the future holds, whether she 
makes national women's pro champion 
or not, Shannon Wright is a winner, a 
bright, together lady who's found out 
how to win on the really important 
things.• 

You're sweating on 
the inside of your glove. 
Wiping rivers off your 
face with the outside. 

But your Sta-Sof glove 
is made of the finest 
Cabretta leather from 
Pittards of England and 
tanned with an exclusive 
process that locks mois­
ture out. 

So your glove stays 
drier, tacky, doesn't slide 
around on your hand. 

And when you're 
done playing it doesn't 
dry stiff like ordinary 
gloves . It restores itself. 
So it's soft and supple 
when you're ready to 
play again. 

Look for our name, 
Sta-Sof .. . and you'll 
never get stiffed again . 

Racquetball Gloves by 

r00t:J0~S 
Foot-Joy , Inc ., Brockton , MA 02403 
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Feature 

National Racquetball's 
First Annual Ball Guide 
Another Exclusive One-Stop Shopping List 

Over the years we've seen black racquetballs, purple racquetballs, green racquet­
balls, even dimpled racquetballs. Today's game has finally settled on blue as the 
color for racquetballs. 

The industry has suffered through years of balls that were too slow, too fast, too 
brittle or too smooth. Today's standards seem to have melded well the fast and 
slow to equalize the power/control forces. 

For easy comparison we have displayed for you on these pages the various rac­
quetballs currently on the market. Most are available at your club, but if any 
should not be, or if you'd just like further information on a particular brand, please 
feel free to contact the manufacturers listed at the conclusion of this article. 

Our sincere thanks to these companies who generously provided samples, photos 
and descriptions of their products. 

Speedflite™ by Ektelon 

• Durable, high performance blue ball 
• Nearly perfect roundness eliminates 

erratic wobble or bounce 
• New production methods ensure unifor­

mity in weight, diameter, wall thickness 
and rubber density 

• Textured surface to prevent skim or slide 
• Approved by AARA 
• Provides high speed favored by hard­

hitters 
• Over-all playing characteristics also pro­

duce control game 
• Guarantee: If broken before label wears 

off, will replace free 
• Packaged two balls per can 
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Yellow Dot™ by Merco-North American 
Sports Co. 

• High quality blue ball 
• Manufactured in Australia-assembled in 

U.S.A. 
• Severely tested for three years by top 

professional players 
• Merco experience (number one squash 

ball manufacturer) and dedication to 
excellence 

• Yellow dot engraved in ball so players will 
always know which of their balls is the 
Yellow Dot 

• Packaged two balls per can 
• Suggested retail price: $5.00 per can 
• Approved by AARA 

Rollout Bleu by AMF Voit 

• Consistent, elastic, constantly improving 
blue ball 

• Superior quality control standards 
• "Life" tested (ball blasting against wall to 

ensure long life) 
• Vital areas constantly reviewed: round­

ness, weight, compression, balance, tex­
ture and seam integrity 

• Approved by AARA 
• Official ball of WPRA 
• Official ball of Catalina/DP Leach Pro 

Series 
• Packaged two balls per can 
• Suggested retail price: $4.00 per can 

Ram Racquetball 

• Precision, high performance blue ball 
• Superior durability, true bounce 
• Ideal speed and consistent rebound 
• Standard guarantee for breakage 
• Meets all official specifications 
• Packaged one per box or two per can 
• Suggested retail: $1.95/box or $3.95 per 

can 

Manufactured and distributed by license 
granted from Ram Golf Corporation to Right 
Gard Corporation, Montgomeryville, PA. 



Ultra-blue by Penn 

• Pres~ureless construction for long, lively 
consistent play 

• Exclusive "Double Performance" 
guarantee: If ball fails before label is 
worn off, will replace with two new balls 

• Approved by AARA 
• Official ball 1982 AARA Regional & 

National Singles Champions 
• Official 1982 ball AARA Regional & 

National Juniors Championships 
• Official ball 1982 AARA National Inter­

collegiate Championships 
• Official ball of American Professional 

Racquetball Organization (APRO) 
• Packaged two balls per can 
• Suggested retail price: $4.95 per can 

Seamco 600 by MacGregor 

• New, improved formula 

• Vivid, pressureless blue ball 
• Improved quality for durability, consis­

tency & liveliness 
• Approved by AARA 
• Premium quality natural and synthetic 

rubber 
• Meets required standards of all 

associations 
• Packaged two balls per can 
• Official ball of AARA National Doubles 

Championships 
• Suggested retail price: $4.20 per can 

TruBLUE by Wilson 

• Lively, consistent bounce 
• Long lasting durability 
• Play tested nationally by the game's best 

players 
• Medium/fast speed 
• Pressureless to retain its bounce in or out 

of can 
• Approved by AARA 
• Packaged two balls per can 
• Suggested retail: $5.00 

Top-Flite® Blue by Spalding 

• Manufactured to exacting specifications 
• Consistently lively and durable blue ball 
• Pressureless construction 
• Uniformity of weight, compression and 

bounce 
• Guarantee: If ball fails before label is 

worn off, Spalding will replace with new 
can free of charge 

• Packaged two balls per can 
• Approved by AARA 
• Suggested retail price: $4.50 per can 

Pinch Shot by General Sportcraft 

• Long playing blue ball 
• Perfectly round 
• Official size and weight 
• Approved by AARA 
• Standard guarantee 
• Consistent bounce 
• Packaged two balls per can 
• Suggested retail: $5.00 

For further information on any of 
the balls included in this guide 
feel free to contact the 
appropriate manufacturer: 

AMF Volt, Inc., 3801 South Harbor 
Blvd., Santa Ana, CA 92704 
Ektelon, 8929 Aero Dr., San Diego 
CA 92123 ' 
General Sportcraft Co., Ltd. 140 
Woodbine St., Bergenfield NJ 
07621 ' 
Merco-North American Sports Co., 
840 Cowpath Rd., Hatfield PA 
19440 ' 
Penn Athletic Products, 200 Mall 
Blvd., Monroeyille, PA 15146 
Right Gard Corporation, Com­
merce Drive & Stump Rd., Mont­
gomeryville, PA 18936 
Seamco by MacGregor, 25 East 
Union Ave., East Rutherford NJ 
07073 ' 
Spaulding, 425 Meadow St., 
Chicopee, MA 01013 
Wilson Sporting Goods, 2233 
West St., River Grove, IL 60171 • 
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Feature 

The Top 10 Male Players Of All Time 
by Charlie Garfinkel 

Charlie Garf inkel, author , raconteur , 
and dist inguished racquetball player in 
his own right , here takes the long view 
through the years to provide us with 
capsule evaluations of the 10 male 
players that , in his view, are the best 
that racquetball has seen in its 12-year 
history. If you disagree with the Gar's 
selections, or if you 've comments of 
any kind to add, write us. Any letters 
that are fit to print , we'll print! 

My rankings of the top 10 male players 
of all time are based on first-hand ex­
perience playing and watching all the 
great players since 1970. My criteria for 
ranking are overall ability-to judge 
this is difficult and demands expertise 
such as I possess-and longevity of 
national ranking , a matter of record. 

1. Marty Hogan: Age 24, San Diego , CA. 

To put it simply, Hogan is the greatest 
racquetball player in the history of the 
game. Already the holder of five con­
secutive national championships, 
Hogan has come excruciatingly close 
to making it seven in a row. Seven 
years ago, he lost in the finals to 
Charlie Brumfield by the unusual 
scores of 21-17, 1-21, 11-8. The follow­
ing year was even closer, with a 21-19, 
21-20 finals loss to an inspired Davey 
Bledsoe. 

And I'm firmly convinced that Hogan 
can make it 10 years in a row even 
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though the level of competitive play is 
higher than it has ever been. 

Hogan 's powerful shoot-and-serve 
game is unique. When he is concen­
trating to his fullest, he can serve four 
or five aces in a row before his startled 
opponent can even get set. Even if his 
serve is off , it is hit so hard and placed 
so well that he gets many weak returns 
which he promptly puts away. 

His ability to shoot any shot from any 
part of the court is mind-boggling. 
Straight-in kills, reverse pinches, and 
wicked splats abound from Hogan's 
racquet, shot after shot, many hit from 
seemingly impossible angles . 

Hogan's desire to win, especially when 
the chips are down, is ferocious. He 
says , "Although I may have some ups 
and downs during the season, my 
whole year is geared to the nationals, 
as my record bears out." 

His on-court intelligence is also 
remarkable. Because of his dazzling 
shot-making and prodigious power, this 
sometimes goes unnoticed , but his 
shot-selection and ability to turn a los­
ing game around are unequalled. He's 
also capable of slowing the game down 
and playing control with the best of the 
control players. 

Some experts feel that Hogan won't 
continue to dominate racquetball as he 
has done in the past because the tour­
nament ball is now slower . But the ball 
is this year's tour and nationals was 
slower and, unfortunately for Hogan 's 
competition, he never looked better 
than he did this year en route to his 
fifth national title. 

2. Charlie Brumfield: Age 34, San 
Diego, CA. 

Brumfield, who always called himself 
"the People's Champion ," is the master 
strategist in the annals of the game. 
Although he won his four national 
singles championships in the days of 
the slow ball (1972-76), his ability to 
give his opponent a "tour of the court " 
was nonetheless extraordinary. 

The tour would usually go something 
like this: Brumfield would continually 
hit pin-point ceiling balls that kept his 
opponent pinned in the deep left or 
deep right corner. As soon as the oppo- · 
nent made a mistake, Brumfield would 
take to the offense. 

Often, however, he would reject the 
more obvious and direct method of en­
ding the rally-the kill shot. Rather, he 
would use his uncanny ability to place 
the next shot just barely within reach 
of the opposition, whose return was 
usually extremely weak. Again , Brum­
field would forego the kill and keep the 
ball in play, until finally, he would ad­
minister the coup de grace. Eventually , 
he would fatigue the opponent to 
death. 

In order to play this style Brumfield 
needed to be a control master and his 
passing game was the greatest in the 
history of racquetball. He could hit 
passing shot after passing shot that 
never touched the side wall. If his op­
ponent attempted to let the ball come 
off the back wall, it would invariably 
bounce twice. 

Brumfield, who once won an incredible 
20 straight tournaments, was also 
known as a master psycher. During his 
reign as the game's top player , he was 
famous for pronouncements such as, 
"When I'm really on my game, my 
opponent will maybe get between 
seven and ten points. If I'm playing 
lousy, he'll get between 12 and 15." 
And that was usually exactly what 
happened. 

3. Jerry Hilecher: Age 28, Solana Beach, 
CA. 

Hilecher finished the past season tied 
with Bret Harnett for the number three 
spot in the rankings. With the excep­
tion of Hogan, no player over the past 
10 years has been consistently ranked 
as high as Hilecher. 

Over the years, Hilecher has had one of 
the most awe-inspiring serves in rac­
quetball. Standing near the left side 
wall, he drops the ball toward the mid­
dle of the court, steps into it with his 
long stride, and blasts bullets to right 



or left. His ability to disguise his serves 
keeps opponents guessing till the last 
moment. 

His devastating forehand , however, is 
what opponents fear the most. And he 
will go to any lengths , often running 
around an easy backhand , to take a 
shot with his forehand. When he 
shoots his forehand, his rollout percen­
tage is implausibly high. But if his op­
ponent moves up, he hits deadly pas­
sing shots . And he's also a fierce com­
petitor, known for his diving, and amaz­
ing retrieving ability. 

Perhaps the highlight of his career was 
winning two pro events this year-after 
he had been omitted from the original 
tour format. 

4. Dave Peck: Age 25. El Paso, TX. 

Peck at present is challenging Hogan 
for his racquetball supremacy, and 
could very well move up in the all-time 
rankings during the next few years. 

In fact , he is number one this year in 
many experts' minds because he 
scored more points than Hogan over 
the season, even though he lost to Mar­
ty in the DP Leach nationals. 

A former University of Texas (El Paso) 
linebacker, with the all-American good 
looks of Jack Armstrong, Peck is a 
power player to rival Hogan-especially 

on his backhand. He hits the ball so 
hard that his shots seem to die on the 
front wall. But he is also equipped with 
a tricky lob serve that sends other 
players into fits. 

On top of all that , Peck's forehand 
pinch into the left corner from deep 
court is the best in the game. He 
disguises this shot so well that his op­
ponents are often caught moving the 
opposite way. 

He is unbel ievably quick for a player of 
his size, and his court coverage is 
outstanding. A great competitor, he 
says, "/ don 't brag when I win. I don't 
complain when I lose. " 
5. Mike Yellen: Age 22, Southfield, Ml. 

In 1979 and 1980, Yellen was runner-up 
to Hogan in the national finals. It might 
have been three years in a row, except 
for a controversial call in the 1978 na­
tional semi-finals against Brumfield 
which resulted in an 11-10 tie-breaker 

loss. Yellen also gave Hogan his 
toughest match of last year's nationals 
in the semi-finals. 

He is a very intelligent player whose 
game has been compared to Brum­
field's when Brumfield was at his peak. 
Very steady, with superb pinch shots , 
Yellen also has an excellent ceiling and 
passing game. His ability to play 
almost error-free racquetball puts enor­
mous pressure on his opponents. 

However, he can also play the power 
game with the best of them. He instinc­
tively knows when to switch from con­
trol to power and vice versa. 

6. Steve Serot: Age 26, St. Louis, MO. 

Serot had the misfortune to play his 
best racquetball during the same 
period as Brumfield. He was clearly the 
number two player during the early 
1970's and, in one stretch, reached the 
semi-finals of over 50 consecutive 
tournaments. 

The possessor of what has been called 
"the greatest backhand" in the history 
of racquetball, Serot is a left­
hander-which made his power and 
placement seem even more impressive . 

With his tremendous retrieving and div­
ing ability, he could return almost any 
shot that didn't roll out or die in the 
corners. But this diving ability eventual­
ly led to his demise as a player ; 
repeated injuries sustained while diving 
along with his inability to adjust to the 
power game forced him to give up rac­
quetball at a relatively young age. 

7. Steve Strandemo: Age 34, San Diego, 
CA. 

Strandemo , in my opin ion, was the 
fiercest competitor that ever stalked 
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the courts. Possessed of an almost in­
satiable desire to win and a vast 
knowledge of the game, this superbly 
conditioned athlete first burst upon the 
racquetball scene by winning the Cana­
dian nationals in 1973 with victories 
over Hilecher and Serot. 

Later that year he had to qualify for 
racquetball 's pro tour. Did he ever 
qualify! He upset Brumfield in the 
quarter-finals to stop Charlie's 20-tour­
nament winning streak. Although 
Strandemo didn't win the event, he was 
ranked in the top four for the next four 
years, and the top six until 1980. 

Almost as remarkable was Strandemo's 
ability to adjust his shotmaking from 
the slower ball of the mid-'?0s to the 
livelier ball of the late '?Os and early 
'80s. 

8. Bill Schmidtke: Age 41, Apple Valley, 
MN. 

Winner of the nationals in 1971 and 
1974, Schmidtke was generally regard­
ed as having perhaps the greatest 
forehand the game has ever seen. In 
addition, he was as fair a competitor as 
has ever played racquetball. However, 
Schmidtke is best remembered for his 
fighting spirit and never-say-die 
attitude. 
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In the national finals of 1971, when he 
was losing the third game 14-3 to 
defending champion Craig Finger, he 
turned it around, serving well and 
shooting at every opportunity, and ran 
off 18 straight points to win the title. 

His 1974 win was even more remark­
able. Although he was still one of the 
top players in the country, he was given 
very little chance of winning the na­
tionals . But he proved all the experts 
wrong by responding with the greatest 
effort I have ever seen. On successive 
days, he defeated Strandemo, Brum­
field and Serot. 

Although Schmidtke's success never 
went to his clothes , he will always be 
remembered as an all-time great. 

9. Steve Keeley: Age 34. Haslett, Ml. 

• 
Although Keeley never won a national 
championship, he won many pro tour­
naments and he also won four national 
paddleball championships. 

His all-court shooting ability combined 
with his effortless movement on court 
enabled him to remain one of the top 
four racquetball players from 1972 to 
1975. He continued to play well for a 
couple of years after that, but his bran­
ching out into other areas of racquet­
ball such as writing , teaching and lec­
turing adversely affected his game. 

Known as the eccentric of racquetball, 
Keeley has bicycled from San Diego to 
St. Louis for the nationals , run 10 miles 
in 10-below-zero weather, and worn two 
different colored sneakers wherever he 
has played. 

10. (Tie) Davey Bledsoe: Age 31, Mem­
phis, TN. 

Bledsoe's 21-19, 21-20 win over Marty 
Hogan in the 1977 nationals must rank 
as one of the greatest upsets in rac­
quetball history. Bledsoe's court 

coverage, adrenalin , confidence, and 
awesome forehand pinch shot were too 
much for Hogan or anyone else to over­
come that day. 

A consistent top eight finisher for a 
number of years, he ranks with Richard 
Wagner as one of the two fastest 
players in the top 10. 

10. (Tie) Richard Wagner: Age 26, San 
Diego, CA. 

A seasoned veteran, who ranked con­
sistently in the top six for a number of 
years, Wagner plummeted out of the 
top 10 two years ago as a result of per­
sonal problems . 

This past year, he's risen to number six 
again. If he hadn't injured himself in his 
semi-finals match against Dave Peck in 
the DP Leach nationals , he might have 
ranked even higher. 

Nicknamed "the Cockroach " because 
of his amazing ability to get almost any 
shot, he's also equipped with shot­
making ability that strikes fear into his 
competitors . 

Honorable Mention: Craig McCoy, Mike 
Zeitman , Don Thomas, Ron Rubenstein, 
Craig Finger. • 



Ask The Cha 
by Marty Hogan 

Five time and current National Champion Marty Hogan answers questions 
about improving your game in this ongoing exclusive series in National 
Racquetball. Readers are encouraged to submit questions about their game to 
Marty Hogan, c/o "Ask the Champ," National Racquetball, 1800 Pickwick Ave., 
Glenview, IL 60025. 

Question: You've been at or near the 
top now for over seven years. How long 
do you think you'll play competitive 
racquetball? 

Hogan: The one thing that inspires me 
is the competitive act. Being on the 
court against another player is a nearly 
perfect situation for the competit ive 
athlete . I'd say the only sport that 
would be better is boxing. When it's 
you against the other guy, that's 

Question: I finally got to see you 
play-on ESPN last night. I was most 
impressed with your backhand. I've 
been wondering, why don 't you ever 
serve with it, thereby matching your 
backhand with your opponent's weaker 
backhand? Also, do you or any of the 
pros ever serve with your backhand? 

Hogan: It would be a rarity for me or 
any other pro to serve with the 
backhand. The reasons are not that 
complex. 

The serve is the only time during the 
rally where you begin from a stationary 
position and literally set up your own 
shot. I can get better leverage and 
power on my forehand than I can with 
my backhand from the serving position. 
I believe that's true for any player. 

Even though I hit my backhand as hard 
as, if not harder than, my forehand dur­
ing a rally, I wouldn't have the control 
of my serve, using a backhand drive, 
that I have with the forehand. In addi­
tion, I can place the ball directly to my 
opponent's backhand with a forehand 
serve, just as easily as with a 
backhand . 

No pro player uses a backhand serve 
consistently and only a handful will 
ever use one at all. Every once in a 
while you might see a player use a 
backhand lob Z just for variety, but it is 
in no way an offensive serve-and to­
day's serving game still leans toward 
the offense. 

There's truly no percentage in serving 
with your backhand . 

Question: I'm 17-years-old and ranked 
second on my racquetball team. My 
problem, of course, is I can't seem to 
beat the guy who's ranked first. My 
coach has told me to forget about win­
ning and losing and just concentrate 
on my shots . Easy to say, but how do I 
do that? 

Hogan: The Hogan style of play never 
allows the thought of defeat to 
enter your mind. Never entertain the 
possibility . 

What you must do is 1) all those things 
that you do best; and 2) nullify your 
opponent's strengths. Since he is 
beating you consistently, it is obvious 
that he has found that weakness in 
your game and just that method of 
penetrating your game style that will 
take advantage of your vulnerability. 

Don't feel bad-it happens to the best 
of 'em. I long said that Steve Serot was 
the best racquetball player in the early 
years of the game, but he never was 
able to beat Charlie Brumfield, despite 
superior skills. Serot never changed his 
game to adjust to what Brumfield was 
doing to him on the court and as a 
result he got beat every time. 

Never be too proud to adjust your 
game. Sometimes you have to make 
adjustments for individual players. 
There are some shots I have packed 
away that I bring out only for certain 
players. 

What's most important is that you are 
enjoying yourself on the court and play­
ing .to your maximum potential. Of 
course, that potential includes the men­
tal side of the game, a large portion of 
which is strategy. You might watch 
carefully when your number one ranked 
friend is playing others and see how 
they score against him and how he 
scores against them. This should give 
you some good clues for your next 
match. 

when you get the best competitive 
atmosphere . 

The key to how long I' ll play is a com­
bination of accomplishments and pro­
ductivity. I feel I'm productive in my 
career right now. I believe I can win 
every time I step on the court. In fact , 
there 's nobody in racquetball who can 
give me even a game, my best against 
his best. 

I want to be known as the greatest 
player of all time and to reach that goal 
I need to win the major championships. 
By winning those events, I think I prove 
my dedication to the sport and gain a 
reputation for winning the big ones. 

How long will I go on? I think I have 
five strong years left , five years where I 
can dominate the game. That would 
make it longer than a decade for me at 
the top and by then I should have 
achieved my goals and laid the pat­
terns for future champions. 

Then it will be time for me to step 
aside and let someone else take over, 
someone who will have the best in­
terest of the sport at heart. I will play 
until I'm 50 if I think the person to suc­
ceed me at the top of the ladder won't 
have the sport's interests at heart. • 

How To Add Points 
to Your Game and 

Lifestyle 
MENTAL REHEARSAL & RACQUETBALL 

by Sharon Kennedy , RN. , Counselor , Hypnotist 
1981 AARA Nationals 3rd Place Senior Winner 

Vicki Panzeri - Professional Instructor & 3 year veteran with WPRA says: 
"I have learned & Practiced the techniques described on this tape and found them 

invaluable in developing my own game as well as in teaching .. . others. " 

For tape cassette & instructions send: $12.50 + $1.50 
handling (WA state residents add 6.3% sales tax) or send for free 

brochure . Make check or money order payable to: 
Sharon Kennedy. Professional Counseling & Hypnosis Center, 

4202 Meridian, Suite 215-A, Bellingham, WA 98226 



APRO Teaches: 

Anticipation- The Winning Edge 
by Lou Fabian 

Good anticipation is a mental skill that 
will improve your ability and help you 
defeat a stronger opponent. Your ability 
to anticipate your opponent's shots can 
gain you that extra split second which 
allows you to reach more balls, 
neutralize your opponents' strategy, 
and set up more quickly for your shots. 

Any discussion of anticipation must in­
clude a thorough description of center 
court position, because both are an in­
tegral part of racquetball success. 

Beginners: 
Let the game 
come to you 
If you focus your movements around 
center court the game will come to you. 
Nearly all of your movements will be 
confined to a coverage area that com­
prises from two to 12 feet behind the 
service line and to within three feet of 
the side walls (Diagram 1). Your speed, 
size, and stretching ability will deter­
mine how effectively you cover this 
area. If you play it correctly, you will be 
in a better position to retrieve shots in 
the rear 10 feet of the court and be 
able to cut off passing shots within 
three feet of the side walls. 

As the server, start anticipating the 
next shot as soon as you complete the 
follow through of your serve. Relocate 
in center court in relation to where the 
ball is traveling and where your oppo­
nent is located (Diagram 2). 

Move to center court position as fast 
and directly as possible and set up to 
hit the ball with good body form while 
watching the ball and opponent. Don't 
run a circle pattern. Also, try not to 
over-play center court position in cover­
ing normal shots, because a competent 
opponent will make you look foolish 
and win almost every rally . The ab­
solute, basic rule on all court coverage 
is keep your eye on the ball at all 
times. Your eyes start all of your move­
ment on the court and most misses 
originate because you take your eyes 
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off the ball. Eyeguards should be man­
datory equipment for all players, 
especially beginners. Since the key to 
success on the court is directly related 
to your ability to watch the ball and 
your opponent, eyeguards must be 
worn. 

Watch your opponent begin to set up 
on his shot. If he is hitting from the left 
side of the court, turn slightly to your 
left so you can watch the ball come in­
to his racquet. Then study his body 
positioning and swing, and try to an­
ticipate either a defensive shot like the 
ceiling ball, or an offensive shot like 
the kill or pass . It only takes a split se­
cond, and most beginners make no at­
tempt to disguise their intentions. 

You may not be able to determine ex­
actly where your opponent is going to 
hit the ball, but you can anticipate 
when the ball is going to be hit and 
probable center court action. Be 
prepared to retrieve the shot you are 
anticipating and place i! where it will 

w 

Diagram 1 
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do the most good. Expect errors and be 
ready to put the ball away if the oppor­
tunity arises. 

As a match progresses, you should be 
able to anticipate your opponent's shot 
to a greater degree. If you remember to 
watch him over your shoulder as he 
gets ready to swing, you will recognize 
whether the return will be high or low . 
Later on, the same shot patterns will 
occur more frequently, allowing you to 
anticipate and capitalize on your 
knowledge of your opponent's game by 
showing up close to where the ball will 
be. 

If your opponent has a tendency to kill 
the return of serve, then give him a lob 
serve and cover the kill. If he attempts 
to cut off the lob serve, then take a 
deeper drop protecting against the 
pass. If the return is to the ceiling, 
hurry to the back wall and take a quick 
look at your opponent to see if he is 
covering deep or short, left or right. 
Return your eyes to the ball, and select 
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the percentage shot which counters 
your opponent's position. 

Table I is a guide for selecting the 
percentage shot (Stafford, 1975). 
Memorize the chart, master the shots, 
and implement the strategy during a 
game. 

Table I - Beginners 
Your Opponent's Position 

i Front Middle Back 
Court Court Court 

! Front Down Diamond Straight 
= Court The Pass Kill :c Line .s 

I Middle Down Straight Straight 
Court The Kill Kill 

Line 

f Back Ceiling Celling Ceiling 
Court Ball Ball Ball 

Straight 

I Kill 

Anticipation during the rally can be 
summed up in one simple statement­
expect the ball to be hit away from you 
and directed to take you out of the mid­
dle. It's better to anticipate most 
returns to your backhand, then be men­
tally prepared for the shot you are go­
ing to return. First, lean to the 
backhand side, then switch to your 
backhand grip, and move your body in­
to a proper hitting position. 

Intermediates: 
Read his, 
disguise yours 
Intermediate players must realize that a 
good mental game also includes not 
giving away information to your oppo­
nent which would help him anticipate 
what you are going to do. Therefore, 
learn to serve from the middle of the 
court (body position slightly to one side 
so you contact the ball at mid court). 
Learn to serve all the basic serves to 
both sides of the court. 

After hitting the ball, the server should 
back two or three steps out of the ser­
vice box toward the rear corner where 
the serve was directed. The angle of 
your position at the set up point should 
align with the opposite front corner and 
the approximate point of contact with 
the ball. Obviously, the only way to 
determine the point of contact is to 
watch the receiver and the ball. This 
observation will aid you in anticipation 
of your opponent's shot, place you in 
good court position, and protect you 
from getting drilled in the kidneys 
(Diagrams 3-4). 

Good anticipation begins by watching 
your opponent's swing and the body 
position as he hits the ball. An open 
stance usually means the contact point 
will be in front of his body, so the ball 
will go cross court. A closed stance 
shifts the contact point back to your 
back foot and directs the ball into the 
near side wall. Obvious body position 
for the ceiling ball is high, while a very 
low body position is needed for the kill 
shot. 

It is important to be able to analyze 
your opponent's swing. Where does he 
contact the ball? Does he take a full 
backswing and follow through? Is the 
swing flat (horizontal) or pendulum (ver­
tical)? Then devise a strategy which 
handicaps and anticipates that swing. 

A horizontal swing means more control 
into the corners with Z serves and 
angles shots, whereas a vertical swing 
means more power down the lines with 
drive serves. It is best to watch how the 
player sets up to hit the ball; then shift 
your eyes to the front wall where you 
believe the shot will hit. You want to 
think, before you ever hit the ball, 
where the likely return will be. By then, 
you are already anticipating and have 
begun moving in that direction, flowing 
toward the spot where you will make 
final contact with the ball. 

As a rule of thumb for the return of 
serve, if the ball can be played below 
the knees then hit it offensively; if the 
ball must be taken above the knees, 
then play it defensively. However, a 
more definite method of shot selection 
based on anticipation is offered in 
Table fl (Stafford, 1975). 

Your position on the return of serve is 
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Table II - lntenned/ates 
YOAlf Opponn'e Poaltlon 

Front Middle Back 
Court Court Court 

Front Down Pinch Pinch 
Court The Line Shot Shot 

3 Diamond Diamond Straight 
Pass Pass Kill 

& Middle Down Straight Pinch 
= Court The Line Kill Shot ::c 
s Diamond Pinch Straight 

I 
Pass Shot KIii 

Cross Court 
Pass 

I Diamond 
Pass 

Back Down Ceiling Ceiling 

! Court The Line Bali Bail 
Ceiling Cross Court Pinch 

Bail Pass Shot 
Straight 

KIii 

back court, so anticipate where your 
opponent 's position will be after the 
serve and select a shot which counters 
that position . This may be accomplish­
ed by watching the server for a mo­
ment, or by remembering what happen­
ed earlier in the match. 

Anticipation during the rally is as im­
'portant as at any other time. You 
should trust your instincts as to where 
you believe the next shot is going and 
begin moving into position slightly 
before your opponent strikes the ball. 
Stay on your toes at all times, with 
knees bent slightly, feet shoulder width 
apart. Keep your back straight, carry 
your racquet waist high, and if you 
switch grips , then hold the grip which 
matches the side of the court the ball 
will be coming from. 

If you are in center court, then most 
retrievable balls will come within one or 
two long steps and a stretch of your 
body. You should practice this footwork 
pattern in different directions from 
center court because efficient body 
movement will save you valuable time 
and energy, and will also enable you to 
better rekill the ball. 

You should use the momentum of th·e 
shot to carry yourself forward into a 
better court coverage position. Primar­
ily cover the cross court shots , because 
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during a normal match 75% of all 
shots go to a cross court coverage pat­
tern either by a pinch or cross court 
pass. Remember, crowding is illegal. A 
better alternative is flowing in behind 
your opponent, tip -toeing and cutting in 
at the last second one way or the 
other. It gives you more balance and a 
chance for a hinder. You are also less 
likely to be hit with a racquet or called 
for an avoidable hinder. 

Most rallies are won as a result of 
three occurrences-a skip ball , a kill 
shot, or a shot that takes advantage of 
poor court position. The first and se­
cond happen as a result of racquet 
skill, and depend to a greater or lesser 
degree on your opponent's committing 
an error. The third is up to your mental 
ability. 

You have no one but yourself to blame 
if you get caught out of position. Don't 
continually run up front after every 
shot. This strategy may enable you to 
pick up a few kill shots; however, your 
opponent will begin to hit a safer pass 
shot and defeat you every time . Don't 
play under your opponent's armpit. If 
he is smart his follow through will in­
hibit your body movement to the ball 
and, according to the rules, contact on 
a follow through is not an automatic 
hinder. 

Don't lag in backcourt, waiting to see 
your opponent put the ball away. Avoid 
running up your opponent's back, 
stamping your feet, or shouting during 
the rally. Besides being illegal, these 
practices take you out of the game 
mentally and physically. 

If you cover the crucial court zones sur­
rounding you, then you will have a bet­
ter chance of retrieving your opponent's 
shots on a percentage basis. Midcourt 
position gives you enough swing and 
retrieval room to kill into the corners, 
kill balls on the fly, and hit cross-court 
or down-the-line pass shots, ceiling or Z 
balls. 

If you are quick and anticipate the 
cross-court pass, it is easy to step into 
the cross-court lane, intercept the ball, 
and kill it in the opposite corner. If your 
opponent sets up on the forehand side 
and always tries to pinch the right cor­
ner or go cross court, then shade to the 
left of center. If your opponent hits 
forehand down the line, straight kills, 

and cross-court passes, then cover 
down the line because you have more 
time to recover for the cross-court shot. 

If another opponent hits everything 
cross court, then play to the far left of 
center court and deep enough not to 
get passed. This situation occurs fre­
quently with beginning and inter­
mediate players and can easily be 
exploited. If your opponent continually 
burns you with or:ie shot , then watch 
him play other people and observe how 
they neutralize that shot. 

Advanced 
players: 
Combine 
anticipation 
with strategy 
The kind of anticipation described for 
intermediates is fine , but the advanced 
player has to do a great deal more. A 
related element of anticipation is 
strategy , in which you always want to 
keep a variety of serves going so your 
opponent never really knows what to 
expect. When you become too predic­
table and too patterned , you give your 
opponent an edge in anticipation which 
can prove fatal. A good rule of thumb is 
never to serve the same serve twice in 
a row. Where you position yourself 
after the serve depends on the type of 
shot you hit , where your opponent will 
be hitting from, what type of shot he is 
likely to hit, and his capabilities and 
tendencies with that shot. 

Top players cover that area in center 
court which will give them the optimum 
position to cover several low shots. For 
example, if you serve a low drive serve 
to the left rear corner and you know 
your opponent's tendency is to attempt 
a straight kill, then you should position 
yourself in the front left quadrant of 
center court, which gives you a play on 
the straight kill, down the line pass, 
pinch, and reverse pinch (Diagram 5). 



As you watch your opponent move to 
the ball, play off his likely position (cut 
the cross court angle), and try to an­
ticipate if your shot will force an offen­
sive or defensive opportunity. Then 
assess his scoring potential from that 
particular spot on the court, and make 
a final adjustment on your court 
position. 

For example, suppose your opponent is 
forced to hit a shot out of mid-air, while 
on the run from the rear left side of the 
court. You should then position 
yourse lf in the left rear quadrant of 
center court , because the chances of 
his hitting a flat kill are very small 
(Diagram 6). However, if your shot 
caroms off the right side and back 
walls, then you can anticipate a good 
kill shot from your opponent and you 
need to adjust your position to the 
front right quadrant of center court 
(Diagram 7). 

When your opponent is winning, it's 
time to gamble on the return of serve. 

Pick a side, begin moving in that direc­
tion when your opponent is about to 
serve, and shoot the return. It's pro­
bably better to get aced a couple of 
t imes when you misguess the serve, 
and return the rest effectively, than it 
would be to stay in center court and 
return none of the serves effectively. 

Another offensive return of serve is to 
move up and cut off the ball on the fly. 
This volley need not be a perfect pass 
or kill because the server will not have 
time to set up and therefore must 
retrieve the ball on the run. This is 
especially good when returning Z and 
lob serves. Anticipate the serve by 
watching the server's motion and body 
movement; then form a mental image 
of that position when you are returning 
future serves. Of course you should be 
watching the ball after your initial 
observation of the server. 

The secret to winning every rally rests 
in your ability to determine your oppo­
nent's position and your execution of 
specific shots to defeat that position 
(Table Ill). A player can only be con­
sidered advanced when he has 
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Table Ill - Ad'lanced 
Your Opponent's Position 

Front Middle Back 
Court Court Court 

Cross Court Pinch Pinch 
Pass Shot Shot 
Down Drop Drop 

The Line Shot Shot 
Diamond Z Ball Straight 

Pass Diamond Kill 
Pass Reverse 

Pinch 

Cross Court Cross Court Straight 
Pass Pass KIii 
Down Straight Pinch 

The Line KIii Shot 
Diamond Pinch Reverse 

Pass Shot Pinch 
Reverse . Fly KIii 
Pinch 

Diamond 
Pass 

Cross Cour1 Cross Court Straight 
Pass Pass Kill 
Down Celllng Celling 

The Line Ball Ball 
Celllng Pinch Pinch 

Ball Shot Shot 
Around Reverse 

The Wall Pinch 
Ball Overhead 

Drive 
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mastered all the shots shown below, 
and uses them at the proper time dur­
ing a match. 

Advanced players must be able to an­
ticipate shots off the back wall. 
Generally speaking, low balls off the 
back wall will be killed by a competent 
opponent, whereas balls rebounding 
high (above three feet) will tend to go 
cross court. This is because as your 
opponent lets the ball drop for a kill 
shot, the contact point with the ball 
moves in front of his body and directs 
the ball cross court. Covering these 
situations should by now be a matter 
of common sense. 

The key to playing deep zone is flowing 
forward .as your opponent hits the ball. 
A player already moving on the ball, 
coming from a deep position, is in a far 
superior situation than a player who is 
supposedly being more aggressive by 
running up to front court, stopping, and 
then poking at the ball. The aggressive 
player is not able to · move as greaceful­
ly or efficiently as someone coming 
from the back who can move onto the 
ball, ready to hit hard every time . This 
is the "deep zone with arrival hit 
time" theory as put forth by Charlie 
Brumfield. 

Two additional tips from Brumfield in­
clude, first, positioning yourself during 
the rally to dictate where your oppo­
nent is going to hit the ball. That 
doesn't mean positioning yourself to 
block his shot ; it does mean being 
close to him, showing one coverage, 

The Book Of 
Successful 
Racguetball 
Drills 
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then at the moment of contact moving 
for your cross court coverage. Second, 
prepare for the Sunday shot. Every 
player has a favorite shot that he is 
confident of hitting especially under 
pressure. Know these shots, cover 
them, and react to put the ball away. 

To summarize , two things are always 
present in racquetball and should be 
the first things you think about before a 
match. First, every player has 
weaknesses relative to the rest of his 
game. The sooner you detect them, the 
sooner you can anticipate taking ad­
vantage of them. Second, you must 
come to an understanding with yourself 
about your own game. What are your 
capabilities? What can you do and 
what can't you do? 

Decide before the match how you are 
going to control the tempo. Are you go­
ing to play a fast, running game, or a 
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control, ceiling game? Determine the 
areas on the court in which you feel 
most confident so that you can concen­
trate your game in those areas. Learn 
to anticipate your opponent's shots and 
force your returns toward the area on 
the court which suits your strengths . 

Use the first few points of a match for 
experimentation. Feel your opponent 
out. Try a variety of serves to see which 
cause him the most difficulty . Some 
serves will inevitably be returned better 
than others, so you better find out 
which ones they are early in the match. 

Your serve-should have two purposes. 
It should create difficulty for your oppo­
nent in returning the ball, and it should 
force him into the type of return you 
desire. You may then set up for a 
predictable (anticipated) return. 

As your opponent begins serving, 
watch carefully. Vary your return so he 
cannot easily anticipate it. Watch his 
drop into center court position after his 
serve to determine the best return to 
break serve. Can he handle all returns 
equally well? Once you find the 
weakness, hit that shot, cover the best 
return, and wait for the bad return. 

• Rated drills for accurate score keeping • Drills covering every phase 
of the game • Pictures and / or diagrams for every drill • Drills to do 
alone, with a partner or in groups 

Remember, if you keep your eyes on 
both the ball and your opponent, stay 
on your toes, anticipate your 
opponent's shots , vary your returns, 
and play percentage shots, then you 
will go a long way toward defeating 
every opponent. • 
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Go for it . . . be the Best . . . 

The strong will excel on the field of athletic 
competition. Nautilus has developed the 
conditioning equipment and training regi­
men to help you realize your goal of excel­
lence in the competitive world of sport. 
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Do You Really Want To Improve? 
Part IV. 
by Lynn Adams 

This article is another in a continuing series authored by Lynn Ad-:ims, current 
Women's Professional Racquetball National Champion. Adams is also one of the 
nation's foremost instructors, dealing with players of every level. 

It's time now to start learning the pro­
per footwork for hitting a moving ball. 
You've been working on your stroke 
with the drop and hit drill, and I bet 
you're getting anxious to go forward 
with your progress. The steps it takes 
to improve will be quicker now. You've 
been building a good solid base and 
your progress will be more tangible 
from here on out. 

The first drill will be the side wall drill. 
Stand facing the side wall and toss the 
ball so it hits the side wall first , then 
bounces. You then will want to set up 
to hit a straight shot to the front wall 
before the ball bounces again. 

Footwork is crucial. You need to be 
able to move far enough away from the 
ball to give yourself a full swing. You're 
going to move away from the ball in 
two different directions, but at the 
same time. Let me explain. 

First, you have to get away from the 
ball that's coming at you. So you need 
to back up. Second, you want to hit the 
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ball off your front foot. If you just back 
up, the ball will be coming toward your 
chest or stomach. Once you step into 
your stroke , you'll be contacting the 
ball well behind your front or lead foot. 
So now you must also move sideways 
toward the back wall, so you can step 
into your shot. 

When you do both those motions at the 
same time, you will take a diagonal 
path toward the back corner. Go away 
from the ball in a back diagonal direc­
tion and then come into the ball on 
that same path. That will allow you to 
use the swing you've been practicing. 

The quickest and most efficient way to 
get into position on a set-up shot like 
this is a simple "step-together-step." 
It's a quick shuffle without crossing 
your feet. Step-together-step-together, 
step, etc. Once you get your timing 
down, you will be able to flow smoothly 
into a ball, making that last step­
together-step when you plant your back 
foot and take your final step into the 
ball. 

Be careful that you don'i get jammed 
by the ball being too clcse to your 
body. That is a common error which 
can only be cbrrected by moving away 
from the ball diagonally. Give yourself 
plenty of room to move and swing. 

Another moving drill is the front wall 
drill. You want to hit yourself slow , 
easy set-ups that come off the front 
wall, and come down somewhere in the 
middle of the court. You want to have a 
lot of room to practice your footwork 
and if you hit the ball too hard, the 
back wall won't allow you to go back 
far enough. 

The biggest adjustment that most peo­
ple have to make when learning this 
drill is that their first motion should be 
away from the ball, not toward the ball. 
It's very normal to see where a shot is 
going and rush to that spot. You pro­
bably end up hitting most of your shots 
at hip or waist level or higher because 
of that normal instinct. 

Side Wall Drill (Backhand). Toss the ball into 
the side wall, move back in a diagonal direc­
tion, then ... 

... move into the ball as it rebounds off the 
side wall toward your point of impact . 
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Front Wall Drill (Backhand). Hit yourself a 
slow, easy set up, move back in a diagonal 
direction , then ... 

. . . move into the ball as it rebounds off the 
front wall toward your point of impact. 

You should hit your set-ups at a con­
tact point of knee height or below. And 
the only way to do that is to let the ball 
drop. You have to get out of the habit 
of rushing into a shot. Totally turn your 
thinking around for this drill and make 
your first motion away diagonally from 
the ball. 

Make sure you hit your set-up very slow 
and high on the front wall so it takes a 
long time before it bounces twice . As it 
is coming at you, do your step-together­
step motion backward diagonally away 
from the ball. If you go straight back 
and straight in, the ball will be much 
too close to your body to take a full 
swing. The step-together-step motion 
allows you to move smoothly and step 
into your shot. That's very important; 
always step into your shot. 

You'll find out later on when you're 
playing in a game how effective it is to 
move back and then into a ball when 
you have the opportunity. It really 
clears your oponent out of the way and 
forces him to commit to an area on the 
court. Once that happens, it makes it 
easier for you to decide what shot to 
hit. 

The other advantage to this motion is 
that you're always moving, stay ing up 
on your toes and being aggressive. One 
of the worst habits to get into is walk­
ing around the court, and walking 
toward your set-ups. Even worse than 
walking is planting your feet and just 
standing , waiting for the ball to come 
to you. 

You should always be active and alert. 
Be ready for anything and be mentally 
and physically tough . You become a lot 
more consistent, you might unnerve 
your opponent because you're so ag­
gressive by never standing still , and 
you'll get a better workout. 

These drills are good stepping stones 
toward game play and making the most 
of your potential. There's a lot of 
satisfaction involved when you're im­
proving and testing your limits . Set 
your goals high and work hard and 
you'll feel great. Good luck! • 
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Practice Drills 
To Improve Your Game 
by Kathy Williams 

One reason drills are indispensable is 
that they permit you to isolate a 
specific part of your game-a shot that 
you don't use in game-situations 
because you don't have enough con­
fidence in it , or a pattern of movement 
that you need to perfect in order to 
strengthen a given shot. 

Lots of times in a game you 'll pass up 
the high percentage return or the more 
aggressive shot because it doesn't feel 
entirely familiar and you can't execute 
it naturally and automatically. Drills 
can help make those tricky movements 
automatic, and sharpen your over all 
game by allowing you to think about 
strategy rather than the mechanics of 
shot-making. 

This month 's collection of drills are 
designed to give you total mastery of 
some not so easy balls-the 
"Wallpaper Ball" that 's stuck tight to 
the side wall, and the back corner 
almost-dead ball that takes a real bit of 
timing and wrist motion to flick it up to 
the front. Then there are an assortment 
of drills to help you work on position­
ing, footwork, and precise, dependable 
shotmaking , plus a couple that will give 
you a real work out and improve your 
conditioning if you do them regularly. 

Forehand-Backhand 
This is my favorite teaching drill for 
beginners. It teaches the similarities 
between the forehand and backhand . 
The drill is done on or off the court 
without a ball and is excellent for 
groups of 15 or more. Many teaching 
pros use this drill to teach the forehand 
and backhand strokes . 

Start 
Phase 1 is the body turn. Face the front 
wall, feel shoulder width apart, with 
your racquet pointing forward and 
elbows on hips . Turn, pointing your rac­
quet to the side wall so that your hips 
and shoulders are facing the side wal l. 
Note how your toe also points toward 
the side wall and your heel is off the 
floor . Keeping the elbows on the hips 

and both hands on the racquet , pivot 
and point your racquet toward the op­
posite side wall. Continue to pivot back 
and forth to become familiar with the 
body rotation. 

Phase 2 incudes the racquet swing . As 
you continue to pivot from one side to 
the other, begin to move your racquet 
in a sweeping motion from one 
shoulder to the other. Keep the elbows 
close to the hips during the swing . 
Slowly take one hand off the racquet 
and move that arm freely with the rac­
quet. 

Phase 3 represents the completed 
stroke with the wrist snap. As you 
rotate from one side to the other, begin 
to snap your hips through on each 
pivot. As you snap your hips and 
shoulders add the wrist snap for both 
the forehand and backhand. You 
should hear the air whistle through the 
racquet strings during each rotation. 

Do each phase of the drill until it 
becomes automatic. Keep adding 
elements until the drill is complete and 
the swing feels natural. 

Next add the step into the swing and 
bending the knees as if you were ac­
tually hitting the ball. 

Forehand Backhand 

Kathy Williams has been a racquetball 
teacher and professional player for 10 years. 
She has recently completed The Book of 
Successful Racquetball Drills from which 
this article is excerpted. 
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Wallpaper Ball 
This is the best drill I have found to 
practice those racquet-shattering shots 
that seem stuck like glue to the side 
wall. Through the years I have 
destroyed a fair number of racquets 
and dislodged enough plaster to make 
a hundred arm casts while trying to 

Notes master the wallpaper ball. Start 

The forehand-backhand drill for begin­
ners has produced tremendous suc­
cess. I like to point out to my students 
that there is a wind-up , a swing , and a 
follow through for every stroke. It gives 
them a feeling like hitting a golf ball . 
Another point I like to make is that if 
you saw a picture of someone hitting a 
racquetball and you did not know 
which way was the front wall, it would 
be difficult to tell if that person was hit­
ting a forehand or a backhand. The 
wind-up for the forehand is almost ex­
actly the same as the follow through 
for the backhand. 

Try this drill in front of a mirror, or 
check with a friend to make sure you 
are doing the swing properly. 

PRE-FINISHED PANEL 
SYSTEMS 

Largest contractor of 
racquetball courts in the U.S.A. 

Wallpaper Ball 

s 
MODUCOURT BUILDING 

SYSTEMS 

* Commercial Buildings * Racquetball Courts 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
1-800-654-6810 

(OKLAHOMA CA LL (405 ) 624 -1252 ) 

SPORTS UNLIMITED P. 0. Box 1207 Stillwater, OK 74076 

Stand behind the short serve line fac­
ing the side wall. Hold the ball so that 
it's touching the side wall at about 
head height , then drop it so it falls 
down the wall, letting it bounce once 
before attempting a front wall kill. Prac­
tice 30 forehands and 30 backhands, 
trying to keep the ball close to the side 
wall. 

Notes 
A Hollywood stunt man can throw a 
punch that travels a fraction of an inch 
from its target. A good racquetball 
player can do the same with a racquet 
in his or her hand. You are on your way 
to being a good racquetball player 
when the racquet feels like an exten­
sion of your arm instead of a foreign 
object. 

UNUMITm 

HARDWOOD FLOOR 
SYSTEMS 

* Racquetball * Floor Refinishing * Gymnasium Floor 

IN CANADA: 

Canadian Racquet 
Sports Equipment Ltd. 
10021 • 169 Street 
Edmonton , Alberta , Canada 
T5P 4M9 
Phone: (403) 483-5149 
Telex : 03742560 
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My Best Shot 
Listed below are a number of drills for 
back corner practice . I practiced back­
hand corner shots extensively during 
my career and had great confidence in 
my abil ity to kill the ball effectively 
from this area. Shots that traveled into 
the backhand corner became an easy 
set up for me and I credit the following 
drills with my success. 

Start 

Drill Number 1 is a simple throw and 
hit. Stand facing either back corner . 
Gently toss the ball into the corner so 
that it hits the back wall, side wall , and 
floor in that sequence. After the ball 
bounces, set up for a straight in kill. 
This drill gives you plenty of time to set 
up and let the ball bounce low before 
the hit. Start with about a four foot 
high throw and work your way down to 
a one foot high toss. With the low soft 
throws it is not unusual for you to have 
your shoulder touching the back wall. 
In this case only a sharp wrist snap will 
get the ball to the front wall. Practice 
20 forehands and backhands . 
Remember, this drill gives you plenty of 
time to let the ball bounce low. 

Drill Number 2 represents a shot that 
hits the side wall first. Stand in the 
same position as in the previous drill , 
about five feet out from the corner. 
Gently throw the ball into the side wall 
so it rebounds to the back wall and 
bounces on the floor. With this drill you 
will really have to back out the corner 
in order to let the ball travel to its 
lowest point. Practice 20 forehands and 
backhands. 

Drill Number 3 requires you to hit the 
ball before it bounces . Stand close into 
the back corner and throw a ball that 
hits the back wall first and rebounds in­
to the side wall. Hit the ball before it 
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bounces, trying to hit a straight down 
the wall kill shot. Practice 20 forehands 
and 20 backhands. Remember, let the 
ball get nice and low before you at­
tempt a kill. 

Throw all balls in these drills with an 
underhand motion . 

Pivot And Slide 
This is a drill for beginners, to teach 
them the correct method of moving into 
position after a serve. I call this my 

pivot and slide drill and should be done 
enough times to produce an automatic 
response by the beginner. This is also 
a good safety drill. 

Start 
This drill is done alone and does not re­
quire the use of a ball. Draw an im­
aginary line on the court from one cor­
ner to the other. Begin in the middle of 
the service zone in the serve position. 
For the right-handed player coverin~g a 
serve to the backhand corner, reverse 
pivot and slide along the imaginary line 
toward the backhand corner with both 
feet on the line as you slide. For a 
serve to the forehand corner, no pivot 
is requi~ed. Simply slide along the line 
toward the forehand corner into posi­
tion for a return. Do this several times 
on each side until the motion becomes 
automatic . 

Notes 
This drill will get the student into the 
proper position to best cover for a 
serve return. If you ever watch beginner 

play, you will see a number of 
dangerous moves as the server readies 
himself for the service return. This drill 
helps to remove some of those risky 
patterns of movement. 

Two Foot Dash 
Racquetball players are not famous for 
their speed in a 100 yard dash, but 
rather for their speed at moving two 
steps in any direction. This drill re­
quires at least two people and can be 
done on or off the court. This is an 
agility drill with emphasis on fas t foo t­
work. 

Start 
Select one person to give the com­
mands while the other person or re­
mainder of the group stands facing the 
leader. The person giving the visual 
signals will hold his hand above his 
head and point forward , backward , 
right, or left depending on which way 
he wants the runners to move. The run­
ners will take two fast , explosive steps 
in the direction that is pointed and be 

Two Foot Dash 

ready to move again as soon as the 
next signa l is given. Whoever gives the 
signals must do so quickly-at the rate 
of about one per second . Only 30 
seconds of this drill will give you 30 
changes of direction and a good work 
out. 

Notes 
I like to make th is drill harder by having 
the runners touch the floor with one 
hand before chang ing directions . This 
can be a real kil ler if you do it in the 
sand.• 
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Health 

Diabetes And Racquetball 
by Beatrice Taylor Quirk 

Few racquetball enthusiasts come to 
the courts with only their racquets and 
balls in hand. Everyone has his or her 
particular assortment of paraphernal ia 
to bring along-g loves, eyeguards , 
sweat bands , towels , a change of 
clothing and assorted toiletries . 

I carry all that with me, but I also bring 
along something else that is as vita l to 
my game as my racquet - a small can­
vas bag featuring a sleeping Garfield 
and the words "Out to Lunch " on the 
outside and a half-dozen hard candies , 
a can of Coke and change inside . I am 
a diabetic , and I would no more play a 
game of racquetball without my " food 
bag" nearby than I would while wearing 
a pair of shoes that didn 't f it. 

Sound overly dramatic? It isn't. True, 
nearly every club has a soft drink 
machine or sells orange juice or candy, 
and I can always borrow money . But 
when I'm suffering from an insulin reac­
tion , which is a sharp drop in blood 
sugar sometimes brought on by 
vigorous exercise, time is of the 
essence. I may be shaking or sweating 
excessively (even for playing racquet­
ball), feel weak or dizzy or be mentally 
confused . I can 't wait for someone to 
unjam a broken machine or take the 
chance the club is out of candy bars 
that day. 

When I come off the court with an in­
sulin reaction, I need someth ing sweet 
to stop my blood sugar from dropping 
any further and to raise it back to nor­
mal, and I need it immediately . In 
severe instances , time could make the 
difference between remaining con­
scious and passing out. But for any 
reaction , the faster I treat it , the less 
severe it will be and the quicker I can 
recover. I won't be able to play any 
more that day, but I' ll still be able to 
get through the day and play again 
tomorrow. 

Like all diabetics, I am more vulnerable 
than the average person to something 
go ing awry when I play racquetball. But 
that 's true for diabetics in all aspects 
of their lives-it's part of living with the 
disease . It's no excuse to stay away 
from playing racquetball (or any other 
sport) , and with careful balancing of ex­
ercise , diet and insulin dosages, most 
diabetics should be able to play 
without any serious problems . 

Other people need have no qualms 
about playing with diabetics or playing 
them as hard as they can . Diabetics , 
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th rough experience , can take care of 
themselves most of the t ime. And 
anyone who has seen Bobby Clarke 
play hockey for the Philadelphia Flyers , 
Kenny Duckett play football for the 
New Orleans Saints or Bill Gullickson 
pitch for the Montreal Expos knows 
being diabetic has not affected any of 
these athletes ' competitiveness or 
abilities. 

Diabetes mellitus is an inherited 
metabolic disorder in which the body 
lacks insulin . Produced by the Islets of 
Langerhans in the pancreas , insul in 
enables the body to utilize and store 
glucose , which is derived from the 
digestion of foods and used to fuel the 
body. 

There are two types of diabetes . The 
adult-onset type usually affects older , 
obese people. They produce insulin , but 
eit her don 't produce enough of it or 

Like all diabetics, I am 
more vulnerable than the 
average person to 
something going awry 
when I play racquetball. 

else the body has trouble making use 
of what is produced-medical resear­
chers aren't sure if it 's either one or a 
combination of the two '. Adult-onset 
diabetes is usually treated by diet and/ 
or oral medication that stimulates in­
sulin production and utilizatio n. In 
juvenile diabetes , which usually affects 
children and young adults , the pan­
creas doesn 't produce any insulin at 
all. These diabetics are treated with 
diet and insulin injections once or 
twice daily. 

For juvenile diabetics, regulating blood 
sugar levels is a balancing act between 
their insulin dosage , how much and 
what food they eat and the amount of 
exercising they do. Eating makes the 
blood sugar rise, while insulin and exer­
cise bring it down . Insulin enables the 
body to use the sugar (glucose) and ex­
ercise burns it up as a fuel. Other fac­
to rs, such as infections and emotional 
stress, can affect blood sugar levels, 
but insulin, diet and exercise are the 
major ones. Diabetics can test both 
their blood sugar and urine sugar levels 
at home to help sort out the balance. 

In non-diabetics , insulin is secreted as 
the body needs it , depending on how 
much you exercise and eat. But the in­
sulin diabet ics inject into themselves 
works on a time-release basis. Once 
they 've taken their shot , a certain 
amount of insu lin will start working 
after so many hours whether they 've 
eaten a lot or a little or whether they 've 
played racquetball for two hours or 
napped. Consequently , diabetics ex­
perience a lot of fluctuations in blood 
sugar level, something non-diabetics 
don't. 

When all three factors are in harmony , 
the blood sugar stays fairly close to 
normal; if a diabetic has eaten too 
much or isn 't getting enough insulin , 
the blood sugar level will climb ; and if 
he or she hasn't eaten enough , has too 
much insulin or has used all the 
available sugar by exercising , the blood 
sugar will drop , an insulin reaction . 

As long as a diabetic stops exercising 
and treats the reaction by eating or 
drinking something sweet , it is not a 
dangerous condition. But it can be ir­
ritating , since a diabetic is unable to 
function normally with low blood sugar . 
Consequently , diabet ics should either 
tell the ir opponent they 're diabetic or 
be sure that club personnel who are 
there know. 

Sometimes other people can see a 
react ion coming on before the diabetic 
does-the diabetic may become pale, 
move slowly and sw ing wildly at the 
ball or act "out of it." If you see any of 
these symptoms , don 't panic. Suggest 
the diabetic stop playing and get 
something to eat. Then keep an eye on 
the person as he or she recovers. It's 
reassuring to me, as I sit and sip on my 
orange juice or Coke, that club 
members are keeping tabs on me and 
will dr ive me home if I need it. 

If your diabetic opponent should col­
lapse and is still conscious , get him or 
her to drink some sweet liquid. You 
should be able to see improvement in 
10 to 15 minutes. Keep the person 
drinking until they 've revived enough to 
know what they 're doing . If diabetics 
bec9me unconscious , which is rare, 
don't force any liquids into them , but 
instead call emergency medical help. 

Far more dangerous than insul in reac­
tions in the long run is high blood 
sugar . A diabetic with high blood sugar 
may feel and appear perfectly fine, 
although be more thirsty than usual. 



But elevated blood sugar levels over a 
period of time will make a diabetic ill 
and could exacerbate long-term com­
plications, such as vision problems, 
kidney trouble and damage to the ner­
vous and circulatory systems. 

I am 28 years old and have been a 
juvenile diabetic since I was three. And 
though I knew exercising was good for 
me, it wasn't until about a year-and-a­
half ago, when I took up racquetball , 
that I began exercising vigorously on a 
regular basis. For the first time in my 
life, I found a sport that I could play 
competently, and at which I could see 
myself improve. My skills have increas­
ed to the point where I can think out 
strategy and even sometimes execute 
it. And I'm still improving. That's grati­
fying and an impetus to keep going. 

I began playing once a week, then 
slowly increased that to my current 
three t imes a week. I also attend an ex­
ercise or aerobics class twice a week. 
These activities have affected my 
diabetic routine. My daily insulin 
dosage has decreased. On days that I 
play racquetball, I eat more before and 
after I play, usually a muffin or roll, 
potatoes, fruits or vegetables . I stay 
away from sweet cookies or cakes 
unless my blood sugar is low. 

I try to stick to a 1,700 calorie diet 
when not playing, but if I burn up 700 
of those calories play ing racquetball for 
an hour, I have to make up for it. In ad­
dition , your metabolism continues 
working at a faster rate for several 
hours after exercising, which also must 
be taken into conside ration. For exam­
ple, when I first began playing, I often 
suffered from insulin reactions six to 
eight hours after I played. 

Some diabetics eat the same amount 
of food when they exercise strenuously, 
but decrease their insulin dosage. I 
have tried this, too, but feel more com­
fortable eating extra, since it gives me 
more flexibility. I'll eat more if I've 
played a long time or very hard, less if 
it's been an easy workout. In addition, 
if I lower my insulin dosage in the mor­
ning because I'm going to play in the 
afternoon, and my opponent cancels, 
I'm left without enough insulin . Still, 
others prefer to decrease their insulin 
so they won't get in the habit of 
overeating or be tempted to eat more 
than they should. Some diabetics find 
they need both to eat more and to 
decrease their insulin dosage. 

I have noticed physiological changes 
as well. I'm leaner, more fit and 
stronger . There are other less apparent 
changes, too. For example, there is 
now a blood test that determines your 
average blood sugar level for three 
months. Since I began playing racquet­
ball, mine has improved significantly, to 
within the normal range for non­
diabetics. I've also found that when my 
blood sugar gets high, it comes down 
sooner-I suspect I've become more 
sensitive to insulin, something medical 
research is beginning to verify. 
Because I am more fit, my car­
diovascular system is working better, 
and for someone who faces circulatory 
problems, that can't hurt. 

But even more significant have been 
the psychological changes affecting my 
concept of myself as a diabetic. For 

Other factors, such as 
infections and emotional 
stress, can affect blood 
sugar levels, but insulin, 
diet and exercise are the 
major ones. 

almost a year during 1978 and 1979, I 
was seriously ill with a diabetic com­
plication called neuropathy, a condition 
affecting my nerve endings. I had con­
stant sharp pain in my feet and thighs, 
had difficulty eating, and lost lots of 
weight and body strength . I was house­
bound much of the time . 

The pain ultimately went away, I was 
able to eat normally again and gained 
back the lost weight (and then some). 
But I was told I would never gain back 
the strength in my thighs. My body 
healed reasonably wel I, but it took a 
long time for the mental and emotional 
healing to take place. Once it did, I 
gained emotional toughness and con­
fidence in my spiritual ability to survive. 

During this process, I had to learn to 
stop th inking of myself as an invalid ; I 
had become a relatively healthy person 
again and had to learn to think of 
myself that way. I could take part in 
regular daily activities without falling 
apart, and I was strong enough to live a 
normal lifestyle. 

Beatrice Taylor Quirk is a free-lance writer 
and racquetball player in Charlotte, NC. 

But I was also extremely aware of my 
physical limitations and never felt com­
fortable about testing them . I assumed 
my body would fail if pushed too hard. 
Most people wouldn't have noticed 
this-I wasn't physically frail, rather I 
was mentally frail when it came to my 
body-sense. As a diabetic, I had never 
fully trusted my body, figuring it would 
always betray me. After the neuropathy, 
this distrust became even stronger. 

I discovered racquetball while visiting 
my sister . I played with her, thought it 
was fun, and started playing at home. 
Because of the immediate gratification 
from seeing my skills improve and my 
body become slimmer and more fit, I 
kept playing. And slowly but surely, I 
realized that my body was as strong as 
my spirit-my thighs became even 
stronger than they had been before the 
neuropathy; I could push myself and 
play through fatigue; I could suffer a 
minor hurt and recover from it; I could 
control, to a greater extent fh'an I 
thought possible, my body'sj 1ctions. I 
was more physically resilienf and had 
more reserves of physical strength than 
I had ever dreamed. 

Knowing my body will not fall apart at 
the first sign of stress and that it can 
endure a lot of strain, I have become 
more confident in myself. I'm braver­
physically, emotionally and mentally. 
Challenges no longer frighten me as 
they did. When your body is strong, you 
feel you have a solid base on which to 
expand your capabilities, physical and 
otherwise. 

I know I still have limitations. Every­
body does-mine are just a bit more 
apparent than some. And I must watch 
them closely . I can't play racquetball 
while having an insulin reaction; if I go 
off my diet too much, I' ll feel lousy; 
when I reach a certain point of fatigue , 
I must stop and take it easy. So I listen 
to my body's needs very carefully. 

By playing racquetball, I've learned to 
better accept my diabetes-imposed 
limitations. That's because I've kept 
pushing on those limits. I'll continue to 
push and expand them, and in doing 
so, can work around the limits and live 
with them better. And that's something 
both diabetic and non-diabetics alike 
should be constantly learning in order 
to live life to the fullest. • 
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Tournament Results 

Hogan, Peck Split Season's 
First Two Pro Tournaments 
by Thomas J. Morrow 

Dave Peck and Marty Hogan, the two at 
the top of the ladder, each beat the 
other as the 1982-83 Catalina/DP 
Leach/Voit pro circuit got off to a flying 
start. 

Hogan, who lost his coveted number­
one ranked position to Peck last 
season, inaugurated the new year with 
a thrilling 11-10, 11-6, 10-11, 9-11, 11-5 
victory over Peck in the finals of the 
first pro stop September 30 to October 
3 at King's Court, Westminister, CA. 

Two weeks later, Peck returned the 
favor with an 11-9, 11-10, 7-11, 3-11, 11-4 
win over Hogan in the championship 
match of the second stop at the Burns­
ville (MN) Racquet Club. In each tourna­
ment the winner took home $5,500, the 
loser $3,500. 

At Westminister, Hogan and Peck 
made their way to the finals by 
eliminating the number three and four 
ranked players in the nation. Hogan 
defeated old hometown chum Jerry 
Hilecher (formerly of St. Louis, now of 
Encinitas, CA), and Peck ousted a stub­
born Bret Harnett of Las Vegas. Peck 
defeated qualifier Steve Lerner, Santa 
Barbara, CA, in the first round and 
John Egerman, Boise, ID, in the quarter­
finals. Hogan got by a tough Mark Mar­
tino , Fountain Valley, CA, and Gregg 
Peck, El Paso, in the quarters. 

In other action, Rich Wagner, who was 
making his first tournament ap­
pearance since wrenching his knee in 
the semi-final round of the DP Leach 
National Championships last June, 
won his first match against Steve 
Strandemo, but broke his right thumb 
in the process and had to forfeit 
Friday's quarter-final match to Hilecher. 
Wagner's racquet hand was so swollen 
he could not grip without great pain. 

Point Standings To Date: 
Marty Hogan .. . . . . .. . .... 210 points 
Dave Peck . .......... . ... 210 points 
Jerry Hilecher .. . ......... 120 points 
Mike Yellen ..... . .... . ... 120 points 
Bret Harnett .. . . . .. . . . ... 100 points 
Steve Strandemo . .. . . . .. . 100 points 
Don Thomas .. . ....... ... . 80 points 
Gregg Peck ... .. . . . .. . . . . . 80 points 
Craig McCoy .... .. . . . .. .. . 80 points 
Ed Andrews . .. . .... . . . .. . 60 points 
John Egerman ...... . ..... 50 points 
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Harnett, the 18-year-old sensation who 
has risen from obscurity to a number 
three ranking, ousted Mike Yellen, 
Southfield, Ml, in the quarter-finals. 
Other upsets had Don Thomas, Mesa, 
AZ, losing to Egerman in the opening 
round as did Craig McCoy, Riverside, 
CA, to young Gregg Peck. 

The surprise of the Minnesota tourna­
ment was the outstanding play of pro 
racquetball's senior citizen, Steve 
Strandemo, 34, of San Diego. Playing 
before many of his friends from years 
when he lived in Minnesota, Strandemo 
upset Harnett in the first round, held 
off Doug Cohen, St. Louis, in the 
quarter-finals and met Hogan in the 
semi-final round, the strongest showing 
in two years for Strandemo. It took 
Hogan four games before he could put 
the Kenyon, MN, native out of action. 

On a less happy note, fourth-ranked 
Hilecher broke a bone in his ankle dur­
ing his quarter-final match against 
Yellen and will be out of action for 
about two months. Hilecher played the 
entire match against Yellen refusing to 
forfeit despite his injury. Hilecher was 
not aware, however, just how serious it 
was until later. 

Yellen was eliminated by Peck in the 
semi's, but it was the strongest show­
ing the Michigan pro has turned in for 
quite some time. 

Now that Hogan and Peck have each 
beaten the other once in two starts the 
guessing game continues as to which 
player is number one. They were 
scheduled to break the tie November 
18-21 in New Haven, CT. Stay tuned to 
National Racquetball for an update.• 

DP Leach/Catalina Results 
Westminister, CA, September 30-0ctober 3 

Round ol 16: Dave Peck d. Steve Lerner 11-3, 11-10, 11-0; 
John Egerman d. Don Thomas 7-11, 11-9, 11-2, 10-11, 11-9; 
Mike Yellen d. Ed Andrews 11-5, 10-11, 11-0, 11-6; Bret 
Harnett d. Doug Cohen 11-8, 11-2, 11-9; Jerry Hilecher d. 
Cory Brysman 11-3, 11-7, 11-1; Rich Wagner d. Steve 
Strandemo 11-4, 11-10, 8-11, 11-6; Gregg Peck d. Craig Mc­
Coy 11-7, 11-8, 11-0; Marty Hogan d. Mark Martino 3-11, 11-1, 
3-11, 11-4, 11-7 

Quarter-Finals: Dave Peck d. Egenman, 11-2, 11-6, 11-8; 
Harnett d. Yellen , 11-8, 11-5, 10-11, 11-6; Hilecher d. Wagner , 
injury default ; Hogan d. Gregg Peck 11-5, 9-11, 11-9, 11-3 

Semi-Finals: Dave Peck d. Harnett, 5-11, 11-4, 3-11, 11-5, 11-6; 
Hogan d. Hilecher , 11-4, 11-3, 11-8 

Finals : Hogan d. Peck 11-10, 11-6, 10-11, 9-11, 11-5 

Burnsville, MN, Oct. 14-17 

Round ol 16: Marty Hogan d. Paul Bakken 11-9, 5-11, 11-5, 
11-8; Don Thomas d. Joe Sacco 11-3, 11-3, 11-6; Doug Cohen 
d. Gregg Peck 11-6, 11-8, 3-11, 11-9; Steve Strandemo d. Bret 
Harnett 3-11, 3-11, 11-7, 11-9, 11-8; Jerry Hilecher d. Ed An­
drews 11-9, 11-10, 5-11, 11-4; Mike Yellen d. Dan Ferris 11-3, 
8-11, 11-3, 11-4; Craig McCoy d. Scott Hawkins 11-3, 11-6, 
11-8; Dave Peck d. Paul lkier 11-7, 11-3, 11-7 

Quarter-Finals: Hogan d. Thomas 11-8, 11-10, 9-11, 10-11, 
11-6; Strandemo d. Cohen , 0-11, 11-0, 11-6, 11-10; Yellen d. 
Hilecher , 7-11, 11-6, 11-9, 5-11, 11-5; Dave Peck d. McCoy , 
11-3, 11-8, 11-1. 

Semi-Finals: Hogan d. Strandemo 11-10, 2-11, 11-9, 11-8; Peck 
d. Yellen , 11-6, 10-11, 11-10, 11-3 

Finals : Peck d. Hogan 11-9, 11-10, 7-11, 3-11, 11-4 



Tournament Results 

McKay Wins 
WPRA Event 
A standing room only crowd watched 
on October 24 at the Adelaide Club in 
Toronto , Canada , as Heather McKay 
won a resounding 3-1, 3-0 victory over 
Lynn Adams , the reigning national 
champion, in the Women's Professional 
Racquetball Association first pro tour 
stop sponsored by Bausch and Lomb, 
AMF Voit, Harvey Woods and CRS. 

McKay depended heavily on a combina­
tion of ceiling shots and forehand pas­
sing shots to defeat Adams. "I've been 
working on my ceiling shot all sum­
mer," she said after the match . 

"I feel almost more confident about my 
forehand than my backhand . And Lynn 
was not putting the shots away as well 
as usual today-I think she was just a 
little off ." 

McKay's confidence was also boosted 
by the supportive atmosphere in Toron­
to, her hometown, and by her second 
seeded position, which lightened the 
pressure to win. 

In the semi's, squash opponent Barbara 
Maltby extended the match with McKay 
into a tie-breaker, winning the first set 
3-0. Maltby had made the semi 's by 
upsetting third seeded Marci Greer, 
whom she has defeated in straight sets 
the last two times they've played . 

Lynn Adams gave nothing away in her 
round of 16 match against Jennifer 
Harding or her semi-final victory over 
Laura Martino, both of which she took 
3-0, 3-0. In the quarters, Terri Gilreath 
took two games from Adams. Then 
Lynn cranked up the power and scored 
continuously on backhand killshots. 

At the next WPRA stop, the CBC 
Classic in Winnipeg, Canada, the top 
three Americans, Lynn Adams, Shan­
non Wright and Marci Greer, were up 
against Canadian stars Heather McKay , 
Heather Stupp and Linda Forcade. 
Watch for an update. • 

Adelaide Women's Open 
Round of 16: Adams d. Harding 3-0, 3-0; Gilreath d. Jackson 
3-1, 2-3, 15-10; O'Brien d. Davis 1-3, 3-1, 15-9; Martino d. Dee 
3-2, 3-1; Greer d. Stupp 3-0, 3-2; Maltby d. Crawley 3-0, 3-0; 
McKinney d. Stoll 0-3, 3-0, 15-7; McKay d. Fletcher 3-0, 3-0 

Quarter-finals: Adams d. Gilreath 3-2, 3-0; Martino d. O'Brien 
3-0, 3-1; Maltby d. Greer 3-2, 3-1; McKay d. McKinney 3-0, 3-0 
Semi-finals: Adams d. Martino 3-0, 3-0; McKay d. Maltby 0-3, 
3-0, 15-9 

Finals: McKay d. Adams 3-1, 3-0 

Massachusetts 
The WYMS/Centre Jewelers Great 98 Open 
Sponsored by Radio WYMS, Centre 
Jewelers, AMF Voit, Coke 
The Faunce Corner Club 
North Dartmouth, MA, October 9-11 
Directors: Paul Gulley, Bob Froehlicher 

Men's Open 
Quarter-finals: George Vierra d. Alan Dogan; Cliff Swain d. 
Gerry Cassidy; Charlie Horton , Jr. d. Steve Sinicrope ; Dennis 
Aceto d. Tim Griffing 

Semi-finals: Vierra d. Horton 15-12, 15-7; Swain d. Aceto 15-3, 
15-7 

Finals: Vierra d. Swain 13-15, 15-11, 15-9 

Men's Seniors 
Quarter-finals: Rene Depot d. Dana Burrill; Fred L'Esperance 
d. -Don Moniz; Joe Indelicato d. Bill Synnott ; Manny Pita d. 
Richie Vota 

Semi-finals: Depot d. Pita 15-6, 15-11; L'Esperance d. 
Indelicato 15-12, 15-4 

Finals: Depot d. L'Esperance 15-7, 15-14 

Men's B 
Quarter-finals: Mitchell Nathanson d. Ron Wnek; Jeff 
Balboni d. Bill Kieran; John Whalen, Jr. d. Peter Lash; 
Charlie Good d. Peter Dupuis 

Semi-finals: Nathanson d. Whalen 15-6, 12-15, 15-4; Balboni 
d. Good, 11-15, 15-10, 15-6 
Finals: Nathanson d. Balboni 7-15, 15-7, 15-10 

Men's C 
Quarter-finals: Mike Pereira d. Norman Farland; Dave 
Walstrom d. John Warters; Jim Anderson d. Jim Rice; Larry 
Brown d. Richard Ventriglia 

Semi-finals: Walstrom d. Anderson 15-10, 15-7; Pereira d. 
Brown 4-15, 15-6, 15-10 

Finals: Pereira d. Walstrom 15-13, 4-15, 15-12 

Men's Novice 
Quarter-finals: Doug Jeff erey d. Tom Mullane; Tony Pimentel 
d. Brian Anderson ; Larry Yourell d. Bob Pickett ; Walter 
Robak d. Tim O'Connor 

Semi-finals: Jeffe rey d. Yourell 15-9, 9-15, 15-4; Pimentel d. 
Robak 15-2, 15-7 

Finals: Jeff erey d. Pimentel 15-13, 9-15, 15-4 

Women's Open 
Quarter-finals: Eileen Ehrlich d. Grace Low; Sue Whited . 
Marilyn Ellis; Martha Callahan d. Judy Bryant; Janet Simon 
d. Mimi Kelly 

Semi-finals: Callahan d. Simon 15-7, 9-15, 15-3; Ehrlich d. 
White 15-6, 15-11 

Finals: Ehrlich d. Callahan 12-15, 15-10, 15-6 

Women's B 
Quarter-finals: Kristine Nash (bye); Leesa Smith d. Chris 
Howard; Sue Rocicot d. Kathy Cocroft ; Sandy Cross d. 
Doreen Taylor 

Semi-finals: Smith d. Rocicot 15-12, 7-15, 15-14; Cross d. 
Nash 15-1, 6-15, 15-11 

Finals: Smith d. Cross 9-15, 15-4, 15-9 

Women's C 
Quarter-finals: Sheila Doherty d. Chris Parisi; Jolene Ridder 
d. Debbie Gabriel; Debbie Ericksberg d. Paulette Manssue r, 
Debbie Paul d. Gail Woltz 

Semi-finals: Ridder d. Doherty 15-5, 15-10; Ericksberg d. Paul 
15-6, 15-1 

Finals: Ericksberg d. Ridder 15-5, 15-4 

Women's Novice 
Quarter-finals: Lea McBratney d. Cheryl Riccardi; Debbie 
Farland d. Sheila Garro; Mary Allard d. Betsy Page; Maria 
Santamaria d. Juanita Fonseca 

Semi-finals: McBratney d. Farland 15-6, 15-6; Allard d. 
Santamaria 15-4, 15-2 

Finals: Allard d. McBratney 15-10, 15-4 

RACQUETBALL 
COURTS 

" Twenty Years of Excellent Courts" 

SPORTS-MASTER™1 

SEAMLESS PANEL COURTS 
WITH #1 MAPLE FLOORS 

EXCELLENT FULL-CLUB 

FINANCING AVAILABLE 

LONG TERM AND CONSTRUCTION 

LEASING ALSO AVAILABLE 

American Sportsurfacing Co. 
200 Eagle Road, Wayne, PA 19087 

215-687-6356 

New Hampshire 
The 1982 Cystic Fibrosis Racquetball 
Tournament 
Executive Court Club 
Manchester, NH, October 8-10 
Director: Mary Dee 

Men's A: 1st-Bruce Christensen ; 2nd-Phil Panarella; 
3rd-Tom Reilly 

Men's Seniors: 1st-Bob Sarvis; 2nd-Bob Drouin; 3rd- Joe 
Ruggieri 

Men's B: 1st-Edwa rd Lavallee; 2nd- Ted Paulauskas; 
3rd-Mike Shagrin 

Men's C: 1st-John Raymonc': 2nd-Ro bert Knipe; 
3rd-Doug Poirier 

Men's Novice: 1st-Bob Joyce; 2nd-Wa yne Huard; 
3rd-Mitch Milewski 

Men's Doubles: 1st-Mike LuciwfTom Reilly; 2nd-Ke ith 
Shiel/Bruce Christensen ; 3rd-Edward Lavallee/Doug Poi rier 

Women's A:. 1st-Nan Higgins ; 2nd-Debb ie Wilbur, 
3rd-Ginny Baeder 

Women's B: 1st-Cand y Fox; 2nd-Ra chell Aubut ; 
3rd-Walker Hearsey 

Women's C: 1st-Ann Seidman; 2nd-R.J. Ehrgott ; 
3rd-Marianne Palermo 

Women's Novice: 1st-Joanne Bennoit; 2nd-D iane 
Brouillard ; 3rd-Susan Mathews 

Women's Doubles: 1st-Ginn y Baeder/Susan Harris; 
2nd-Candy Fox/Carole Hackett ; 3rd-Joanne Booth/Kathy 
Clarke 
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Ohio 
2nd Annual Kettering Classic 
Sponsored by Jim Hooghe Insurance 
Kettering, OH, September 17-19 
Men's Open 
Quarter-finals: Dan Clifford d. J.P. Stewart 21-13, 21-9; Ray 
Brint d. Ralph Mollet 21-3, 21-15; Brian Diegan d. Bruce Lilli s 
21-13, 21-15; Mike Sipes d. Tom Moore 21-15, 21-16 
Semi-finals: Clifford d. Brint 21-10, 21-10; Diegan d. Sipes 
19-21, 21-18, 1Hl 
Finals: Clifford d. Diegan 21-10, 21-14 

Men's A 
Quarter-finals: Cole Kiser d. Art Chin 21-16, 21-9; Lee Terry d. 
Jerry Ayers 21-6, 21-7; Maurice Sweet d. Terry Cox 21-12, 
21-13; Wayne Heffelfinger d. Rick Creager 21-11, 21-5 
Semi-finals: Terry d. Kiser 21-3, 21-8; Sweet d. Heffelf inger 
21-16, 21-12 

Finals: Sweet d. Terry 21-17, 21-17 

Men's Seniors 
Quarter-finals: Marshall Mildworm d. Rich Robey 21-17, 
21-20; Tom Sawyer d. Mike Cooper 9-21, 21-19, 11-9; Tom 
Nystrom d. David Venzke 21-6, 21-8; Tom Murray d. Rick 
Mathers (forfeit ) 

Semi-finals: Mildworm d. Sawyer 21-7, 21-18; Nystrom d. 
Murray 21-13, 14-21, 11-0 

Finals: Nystrom d. Mildworm 21-10, 18-21, 11-5 

Men's B 
Quarter-finals: Buzz Long d. Tom Speiser 21-4, 21-11; 
Jonhenri Ball d. Tom Martin 21-15, 21-13; Jerry Rex d. Kent 
Myers 21-16, 11-21, 11-9; Mike Wilkins d. Jeff Drake 21-5, 21-8 
Semi-finals: Ball d. Long 21-19, 19-21, 11-6; Wilkins d. Rex 
21-8, 21-10 
Finals: Wilkins d. Ball 21-3, 21-20 

Men's C 
Quarter-finals: Dan Krzyzanowski d. Ron Young 21-18, 21-9; 
Kirk Haas d. Eric Routenberg 21-14, 21-17; Matt McClain d. 
Tom Persinger 18-21, 21-10, 11-8; Tony Maier d. Gregory 
Toney 21-17, 21-6 

Semi-finals: Haas d. Krzyzanowski 21-5, 21-15; McCalin d. 
Maier 21-6, 21-10 
Finals: Haas d. McClain 21-6, 21-10 

Men's Novice 
Quarter-finals: Jim Roberts d. Jack Shannon 21-7, 21-12; Jim 
Coahran d. Matt Mahrt 21-3, 15-21, 11-7; Kyle Stevens d. 
Joseph Hess 20-21, 21-16, 11-3; Jerry Carter d. John 
MacKeller 21-15, 21-11 

Semi-finals: Coahran d. Roberts (forfeit); Carter d. Stevens 
21-10, 21-5 

Finals: Coahran d. Carter 21-11, 21-6 

Women's Open 
Quarter-finals: Suzie Helfrich d. Paige Sutherland 21-8, 21-9; 
Tammy Horrocks d. Karen Kallman 21-18, 21-6; Brigit! Hartz 
d. Pat Bornhorst 21-9, 21-5; Barbara Harrison (bye) 

Semi-finals: Helfrich d. Horrocks 21-19, 21-3; Harrison d. 
Hartz 21-18, 21-2 

Finals: Harrison d. Helfrich 21-20, 5-21, 11-5 

Women's A 
Quarter-finals: Karen Mitchell d. Terry LeClaire 21-8, 21-16; 
Sharon Hardebeck d. Marcia Young 21-20, 21-5; Susan 
Hooghe d. Kathy Brewer 21-17, 18-21, 11-10; Shannon 
Simmons d. Ryka Shalfer 21-12, 21-17 
Semi-finals: Mitchell d. Hardebeck 8-21, 21-11, 11-6; Simmons 
d. Hooghe 21-18, 21-13 

Finals: Simmons d. Mitchell 5-21, 21-15, 11-9 

Women's Veterans 
Semi-finals: Teena Walker d. Sharon Bongiorno 11-3, 11-6; 
Cathy Lennon d. Diane Broedling 11-1, 11-2 
Finals: Walker d. Lennon 11-0, 11-3 

Women's B 
Quarter-finals: Carol Wallace d. Debbie Shartle 21-6, 2110 ; 
Paula Patrice d. Jane Archer 21-12, 21-17; Tina Feudi d. 
Nancy Kosier 21-11, 19-21, 11-7; Terri Williams d. Yvonne 
Edwards 21-19, 21-18 
Semi-finals: Wallace d. Patrice 17-21, 21-19, 11-9; Feudi d. 
Williams 20-21, 21-15, 11-5 

Finals: Feudi d. Wallace 8-21, 21-20, 11-9 
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Women's C 
Quarter-finals: Tammy Calhoun d. Debbie Brooks 21-10, 21-7; 
Penney Goodwin d. Lisa Textor (forfeit); Vick i Connor d. 
Michele Marks 21-0, 21-11; Donna Venzke (bye) 

Semi-finals: Goodwin d. Textor 17-21, 21-11, 11-7; Connor d. 
Venzke 21-6, 21-5 
Finals: Connor d. Goodwin 21-4, 21-13 

Women's Novice 
Quarter-finals: Olivia Williams d. Marianne Rodgers 21-2, 
21-7; Sherry Toped . Donna Upton 21-12, 21-13; Diana Smith 
d. Linda Froehlich 21-10, 21-6; Donna Kraus (bye) 

Semi-finals: Williams d. Tope 21-5, 21-17; Smith d. Kraus 
21-19, 20-21, 11-7 

Finals: Smith d. Williams 21-12, 21-4 

California 
Fourth Annual Straw Hat Pizza Western 
Cookout And Racquetball Shootout 
Sponsored by Straw Hat, Nike, SAi, Penn, 
Champion, Coors 
The Irvine Clubhouse 
Irvine, CA, September 22-26 
Directors : Scott Winters, Jane Tubbs 

Men's Open 
Quarter-finals: John Mack d. Clay Ballard 15-3, 15-9; Jeff 
Conine d. Dolwain Green 15-12, 15-13; Jim Carson d. Dan 
Southern 15-13, 4-15, 15-12; Mike Gustaveson d. Chuck West 
15-8, 15-11 

Semi-finals: Mack d. Conine 15-6, 15-8; Gustaveson d. Car­
son 15-11, 15-8 
Finals: Mack d. Gustaveson 15-7, 15-14 

Men's Seniors 
Quarter-finals: Mickey Bellah d. Bob Hamm 15-5, 15-4; John 
Gustaveson d. Bobby Bible 15-12, 15-6; Tony Marti d. Bill 
Hanson 15-11, 15-9; Bill Fearing d. Burt Carlson 15-1, 15-5 
Semi-finals: Bellah d. Gustaveson 15-14, 15-9; Marti d. Fear­
ing 15-13, 15-14 
Finals: Marti d. Bellah 15-10, 15-12 

Men's B 
Quarter-finals: Dan Martin d. Mike Chasta in 15-6, 15-8; Rick 
Cardwell d. Jeff Schott 15-4, 15-9; John Vigil d. Devin Labolit ­
ta 15-8, 15-12; Ken Hysell d. Mike Martinez 10-15, 15-11, 15-8 
Semi-finals: Cardwell d. Martin 10-15, 14-15, 15-7; Vigil d. 
Hysell 15-12, 14-15, 15-4 

Finals: Cardwell d. Vigil 15-3, 14-15, 15-4 

Men's C 
Quarter-finals: Gary Giem d. Charles Cochrane 15-4, 15-5; 
Joe Padilla d. Ken Green 15-10, 14-15, 15-2; Pete Wilson d. 
John Evans 15-10, 15-2; Emino Taffarella d. Mike Casha 
15-13, 15-4 
Semi-finals: Padilla d. Giem 14-15, 15-7, 15-12; Taffarella d. 
Wilson 15-11, 15-2 
Finals: Padilla d. Taffarella 

Men's Novice 
Quarter-finals: Tom Suire d. Joel Morrison 15-12, 15-6; Eric 
Fernandez d. Rich Portugal 15-10, 15-13; Craig Johnson d. 
Pat Early 15-8, 15-6; Leo Favella d. Terry Myers 15-13, 10-15, 
15-6 
Semi-finals: Fernandez d. Suire 15-11, 15-9; Favella d. 
Johnson 11-15, 15-7, 15-14 
Finals: Fernandez d. Favella 15-2, 15-3 

Men's Beginner Novice 
Quarter-finals: Mickey Sinclair d. Dick Arneit 15-10, 15-8; 
Robert Piked . Vincent Artale 15-13, 15-2; Jim Smith d. Bob 
Hardwick 15-10, 15-12; Joel Morrison d. George Rendell 
15-10, 15-7 

Semi-finals: Sinclair d. Pike 15-6, 15-14, Morrison d. Smith 
15-11, 11-1515-8 
Finals: Sinclair d. Morrison 15-6, 10-15, 15-12 

Men's Open Doubles 
Quarter-finals: Carson/Chadwick d. Crawford/Keohen 15-4, 
15-7; Olson/Cernicky d. Green/Flannery 5-15, 15-7, 15-11; 
Gustaveson/Hubbard d. Alderson/Curry 15-9, 15-11; 
Southern/Barker d. Mack/Sheffield 15-5, 15-14 

Semi-finals: Carson/Chadwick d. Olson/Cernicky 15-7, 15-11; 
Southern/Barker d. Gustaveson/Hubbard 11-15, 15-12, 15-8 
Finals: Carson/Chadwick d. Southern/Barker 15-13, 15-10 



Women's B 
Quarter-finals: Dianne Rippy d. Pat Kurtiniatis 15-7, 15-11, 
Patti Crowell d. Cathy Welch 15-12, 15-6; Andrea Tomar d. 
Carolyn Williams 14-15, 15-12, 15-10; Elissa Frolinko d. Myra 
Karas 15-10, 15-13 

Semi-finals: Rippy d. Crowell 15-3, 3-15, 15-4; Karas d. Tomar 
15-10, 15-14 

Finals: Rippy d. Karas 15-4, 15-4 

Women's C 
Quarter-finals: Michelle Brown d. Sherri Freitas 15-0, 15-0 ; 
Pam Favour d. Cathy Smith 15-5, 15-0; Jill Robertson d. Jefri 
Cochran 11-15, 15-2 15-0; Daphine Lovelette d. Emily Pearson 
12-15, 15-7, 15-6 

Semi-finals: Favour d. Brown 15-11, 15-14; Lovelette d. 
Robertson 15-14, 12-15, 15-4 

Finals: Lovelette d. Favour 15-6, 15-11 

Women's Novice 
Quarter-finals: Bernie Mulvenna d. Cindy Kurtz; Mary Ann 
Whited. Cindy Lloyd; Rosemary Medina d. Linda Mihaylo ; 
Sandy Smith d. Debbie Bernier 

Semi-finals: Mulvenna d. White; Medina d. Smith 

Finals: Medina d. Mulvenna 15-7, 15-9 

Women's Beginner Novice 
Semi-finals: Mary Ann Whited. Cindy Melfi 15-0, 15-6; Ellen 
Norquist d. Linda Mihaylo 15-11, 10-15, 15-12 

Finals: Norquist d. White 15-7, 15-4 

California 
Sixth Annual Fat City Open 
Sponsored by Coors Beer 
Quail Lakes Athletic Club 
Stockton, CA, Sept. 23-26 
Director: Jim Moscatelli 

Men's Pro 
Quarter-finals: Scott Oliver d. Rich Wagner 12-15, 15-4, 11-9; 
Steve Lerner d. Ed Andrews 15-12, 5-15, 11-10; Mark Martino 
d. Gerry Price 15-9, 15-13; Crain McCoy d. Corey Brysman 
15-4, 15-6 

Semi-finals: McCoy d. Martino 15-6, 15-13; Lerner d. Oliver 
15-7, 15-5 

Finals: Lerner d. McCoy 15-5, 5-15, 11-7 

Men's A 
Semi-finals: Bill Sparks d. Dan Gualco; Michael Lowe d. 
Greg Frasier 

Finals: Lowed. Sparks 15-6, 14-15, 11-5 

Men's Seniors 35 + 
Semi-finals: George Delucca d. Dave Ellis; John Garcia d. 
Jim Hazley 

Finals: Delucca d. Garcia 15-12, 15-6 

Men's Masters 45 + 
Semi-finals: Harvey Clar d. Ray Burdernich; Tom Morrow d. 
Al Rossi 

Finals: Clar d. Morrow 15-5, 15-2 

Men's B 
Semi-finals: Dave Garcia d. John Hawkley; Scott Sieker d. 
Gary Callister 

Finals: Garcia d. Sieker 7-15, 15-3, 11-5 

Men's C 

Semi-finals: Ernest Robinson d. Scott uavis; Mike McAllister 
d. Steve Buck 

Finals: McAllister d. Robinson 15-12, 15-6 

Men's D 
Semi-finals: Brian O'Connor d. Dave Garcia ; Gilbert 
Chavarria d. Brian Medelson 

Finals: O'Connor d. Chavarria 15-12, 15-13 

Men's Pro Doubles 
Semi-finals: Ed Andrews/Mark Martino d. Craig 
McCoy/Charlie Brumfield; Steve Strandemo/Kyle Kamalu d. 
Gerry Merritt/Dan Factor 

Finals: Andrews/Martino d. Strandemo/Kamalu 15-9, 15-13 

Men's A Doubles 
Semi-finals: Mike Hollenbeck/Jim Durham d. Steve 
JensenfTom Morrow ; Michael Bronfield/John Candaso d. Jeff 
Trubey/Dave Vis 

Finals: Hollenbeck/Durham d. Bronfield /Candaso 15-13, 5-15, 
11-10 

Men's Senior Doubles 
Semi-finals: Nick Bartell/Rich Morrison d. Oscar 
Johnson/Spider Thomas ; Chuck Dietz/Joe Bambino d. Mike 
Acosta/Jack Bursch 

Finals: Bartell/Morrison d. Dietz/Bambino 15-7, 15-7 

Men's B Doubles 
Semi-finals: Wayne Guinn/Jim Curry d. Gary Alagre/Glenn 
Pierson; John Hawkley/Michael Willmarth d. Stephen 
Pease/Jim Marrufo 

Finals: Guinn/Curry d. Hawkley/Willmarth 6-15, 15-10, 11-9 

Men's C Doubles 

Semi-finals: Ronald Schwarz/R.G. Johnson d. Luis 
Mendoza/Sefforina Porras; David Azuma/Jeff Aydelott d. 
Steve St. John/Pearson 

Finals: Azuma/Aydelott d. Schwarz/Johnson 15-12, 15-12 

Women's Open 
Semi-finals: Karen Seavello d. Michelle Morrow; Debbie 
Sloan d. Marcia Yamashiro 

Finals: Seavello d. Sloan 15-6, 15-7 

Womens' C 
Semi-finals: Debbie Webb d. Karen Shriber, Amie Heath d. 
Barbara Myers 

Finals: Webb d. Heath 7-15, 15-7, 11-7 

Women's D 
Semi-finals: Jannine Cessna d. Joan Ballard ; Michelle Ploof 
d. Ellen Stencelli 

Finals: Ploof d. Cessna 15-10, 15-6 

Women's C Doubles 
Semi-finals: Evette Freggiaro/Judi Auwinger d. Ruth 
Flowers/Bev Engkabo; Geneva Johnigan/Linda Ward d. 
Wendy Keevil/Liz Smith 

Finals: Freggiaro/Auwinger d. Johnigan/Ward 15-6, 3-15, 15-6 

TURN-KEY 
RACQUETBALL 

CLUB 
CONSTRUCTION 

• Pre-engineered 

• Complete exterior 
and interior packages 

• Featuring American 
Sportsurfacing Co. courts 

• Quick erection 

• Cost Savings 

• Financing available 
on favorable terms 

• Leasing Available 

CLUB CONSTRUCTORS 
OF AMERICA, INC. 

466 Pompton Ave. 
Cedar Grove, N .J. 07009 

201-239-1631 

Several 
Management/Development 

Seminars Scheduled 
Call collect for reservations/further details. 

Included in the seminar book, "Bible of the Industry" 
Getting the Court Club package together - Sample proformas 

- Trends in the industry - Small population markets 
- Elements of owning and operating a club - The pro shop 
- Architectural step by step development - - Exercise programming/equipment 

outline from site selection and building 
design to handicap requirements with 
synopsis 

- Key questions from previous seminars 
Court Club philosophy 
Product sources 

Dues structuring Pre-opening sales campaigns 
Guidelines to the Feasibility/proforma 
report 

-------------------------------·-------------------------• New seminar report booklet-$15. 
D GO-minute tape cassette-"Feasibility of Court Clubs"-$10 
D 9-or 11-court preliminary drawing-$10 each. 

Name ________________________ _ 
Address _______________________ _ 

City ___________ State _____ Zip ____ _ 

Further Information: Call collect: 
Mort Leve, Court Club Enterprises, 
8303 E. Thomas Rd., Scottsdale, AZ. 85251. 
ale 602. 991-0253 
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Indiana 
INSRA Classic Tour, Schuyler Open 
Sponsored by Thomas Schuyler Real Estate/ 
Investment 
Sports Illustrated Court Club 
Highland, IN, Sept. 24-26 
Tournament Director: Fred Bojrab 

Men's Open 
Quarter-finals: John Amatulli d. Frank Johnson 15-11, 15-3; 
Jim Bartlett d. Rob Robbins 15-7, 13-15, 11-6; Tony Gabriel d. 
Larry Wackowski 15-10, 15-10; Sean Moskwa d. Mark 
Tillapaugh 15-8, 15-13 

Semi-finals: Amatulli d. Bartlett 14-15, 15-2, 11-10; Moskwa d. 
Gabriel 15-4, 15-13 

Finals: Amatulli d. Moskwa 14-15, 15-7, 11-8 

Men's A 
Quarter-finals: Alan Disher d. Dave Bachar 15-8, 15-8; Phil 
Simborg d. Steve Jurus 15-6, 13-15, 11-6; Len Restaino d. 
Frank Mackell 15-7, 15-7; James Hillman d. Mike Gordon 
(forfeit) 

Semi-finals: Disher d. Simborg 15-3, 15-10; Hillman d. 
Restaino 7-15, 15-9, 11-7 

Finals: Disher d. Hillman 15-11, 15-7 

Men's Seniors 
Quarter-finals: Ottis Campbell d. Phil Howard 15-12, 15-14; 
Rich Kamper d. Marshall Mildworm 15-14, 15-12; Larry Davis 
d. Steve Burns 15-14, 15-12; Bob Selva d. John Bushfield 
(forfeit) 

Semi-finals: Kamper d. Campbell 14-15, 15-5, 11-5; Davis d. 
Selva 15-10, 15-14 

Finals: Davis d. Kamper 15-8, 15-14 

Men's B 
Quarter-finals: John Byrd d. Dave Thomas 15-3, 4-15, 11-9; 
Rick Avalos d. Oscar Pace 15-8, 10-15, 11-1; Ed Fields d. Ken 
Massie 7-15, 15-11, 11-8; Keith Pritchett d. Mike Kelley 15-6, 
15-11 

Semi-finals: Avalos d. Byrd 13-15, 15-11, 11-0; Pritchett d. 
Fields 3-15, 15-11, 11-10 

Finals: Avalos d. Pritchett 15-13, 15-10 

Men's C 
Quarter-finals: Jeff Day d. Dave Strother 15-14, 15-7; Ron 
Ours d. Lee Strauch 15-13, 15-13; John Hutchins d. Joe Haas 
15-5, 15-2; Chuck Womack d. Ray Villareal 15-14, 15-8 

Semi-finals: Day d. Ours 15-5, 15-5; Womack d. Hutchins 
15-10, 15-10 

Finals: Womack d. Day 15-13, 15-1 

Men's D 
Quarter-finals: Darryl Ransam d. Doug Korovesis 15-6, 15-7; 
Delmar Reed d. Mike Riordan 11-15, 15-11, 11-3; Jeff Morris 
d. Ed Withrow 15-12, 15-9; Mike Burkhart d. M.A. Gaseor 
15-12, 15-4 

Semi-finals: Reed d. Ransam 7-15, 15-12, 11-9; Burkhart d. 
Morris 15-9, 3-15, 11-7 

Finals: Reed d. Burkhart 15-10, 15-5 

Men's Open Doubles 
Quarter-finals: Simpson/Gabriel d. Negrete/Mizgate 15-11, 
12-15, 11-3; Baker/Tillapaugh d. Campbell/Servin 15-5, 15-2; 
Phillip/Bence d. Wackowski/Szlranski 13-15, 15-5, 11-3; 
Bartlett/Pritchett d. Zipes/Mikulla 4-15, 15-10, 11-8 

Semi-finals: Simpson/Gabriel d. Baker/Tillapaugh 15-10, 15-3; 
BartletUPritchett d. Phillips/Bence 15-5, 14-15, 11-7 

Finals: Simpson/Gabriel d. Bartlett/Pritchett 15-7, 11-15, 11-7 

Men's B Doubles 
Quarter-finals: Luther/Amstutz d. Smith/Nobles 15-12, 15-13; 
Massie/Christenson d. Arnolt/Hutcherson 15-8, 10-15, 11-8; 
Cornwell/Campbell d. Simpson/Hernandez 15-12, 10-15, 11-6; 
Burns/Keelan d. Karras/Faso 15-14, 15-8 

Semi-finals: Massie/Christenson d. Luther/Amstutz 15-5, 15-2; 
Burns/Keelan d. Cornwell /Campbell 15-9, 15-3 

Finals: Massie/Christenson d. Burns/Keelan 15-7, 7-15, 11-7 

Women's Open 
Quarter-finals: Sue Carow d. Debi Mackell 15-7, 15-1; Chris 
Evon d. Carol Baker 15-2, 15-6; Sue Prisching d. Becky Brint 
15-4, 15-0; Dina Pritchett d. Kathy Busanic 15-13, 15-7 

Semi-finals: Evon d. Carow 5-15, 15-12, 11-1; Pritchett d. 
Prisching 15-7, 7-15, 11-10 

Finals: Evon d. Pritchett 15-11, 15-5 

Racquetball's ONLY 
National Newspaper 
Futu,ing: 
• National and local news 
• Association Newsletters 

• Most complete tournament schedule 

• Humo~. puzzles, cartoons , satire 
• Instruction , rules , health tips 
• And much, much MORE 

NAME ____________________ _ 
ADDRESS _________________ _ 

CITY ____ ~-----
Mail with check or money order to: 

Racquetball Today 
P.O. Box D 
Posen, llllnois 60469 

38 DECEMBER 

STATE __ ZIP ___ _ 

*Canada - 114.00 Foreign - 120.00 

PLEASE ALLOW 4 - 6 WEEKS FOR HANDLING 

Women's A 
Quarter-finals: Martha Trapp d. Connie Zientara 11-15, 15-9, 
11-10; Pat Barnhurst d. Debi Hovey 15-8, 8-15, 11-2; Paige 
Sutherland d. Willie Hancock 15-14, 15-14; Kathi Claro d. 
Vicki Nicholson 13-15, 15-5, 11-7 

Semi-finals: Barnhurst d. Trapp; Sutherland d. Claro 15-12, 
15-6 
Finals: Sutherland d. Bornhorst 15-10, 15-4 

Women's B 
Round Robin: 1st-Nancy Kamper; 2nd-Monica Doyle; 
3rd-Dorinda Kammer, 4th-Carol Murphy 

Finals: Lieberman d. Gihos 6-15, 15-10, 15-7 

Women'sC 
Quarter-finals: Linda Karalaw d. Carol VanderLugt 15-12, 
12-15, 11-7; LuAnn Fatheree d. Iris Flynn 15-3, 15-4; Sue 
Plunkett d. Sherri Barker 15-10, 15-3; Betty Haas d. Dixie 
Broertjes 15-3, 15-7 

Semi-finals: Fatheree d. Karalaw 15-8, 15-6; Haas d. Plunkett 
15-5, 12-15, 11-5 

Finals: Haas d. Fatheree 15-3, 15-13 

Women's D 
Quarter-finals: Virginia Nativo d. Kris Briggs 10-15, 15-12, 
11-7; Carol Julian d. Carol Blosky 15-0, 15-0; Pat Peterman d. 
Fran Gerbasich 15-11, 15-7; Tonya Withrow d. Kathy 
Hostetler 15-1, 15-8 

Semi-finals: Nativo d. Julian 15-11, 15-10; Withrow d. 
Peterman 15-8, 15-4 

Finals: NatiVo d. Withrow 15-10, 15-1 

Massachusetts 
3rd Annual Friends of Floating Hospital 
Boston Athletic Club 
Boston, MA, September 25-26 
Director: Esta Titlebaum 

Men's Open 
Quarter-finals: Cliff Swain d. Luke Adolph 15-9, 15-7; Phil 
Fisher d. Bob Catrone 5-15, 15-2, 15-8; Roy Simon d. Al 
Petrilli ; Aceto d. Dave Scalin 15-5, 15-10 

Semi-finals: Swain d. Fisher 15-8, 15-5; Aceto d. Simon 15-7, 
15-8 

Finals: Swain d. Aceto 15-3, 15-9 

Men's 30+ 
Quarter-finals: Mike Luciw d. DeVencenzo 15-3, 15-0; Bob 
Shulze d. George Noonan 15-7, 15-7; Rich Votta d. Luke 
Adolph 15-2, 15-13; Warren Pierced . Al Petrilli 15-6, 9-15, 
15-13 

Semi-finals: Luciw d. Shulze; Votta d. Pierce 

Finals: Luciw d. Votta 15-14, 15-11 

Men's 45+ 
Quarter-finals: Skip Elman d. Art Lebrasseur 15-12, 15-1; Tom 
Kelly d. Walter Falkenstrom 15-5, 15-5; John Solio d. John 
LePore 4-15, 15-11, 15-1; Howie Coleman d. Norm LeCompte 
15-3, 15-14 

Semi-finals: Elman d. Kelly 15-2, 15-2; Coleman d. Solio 8-15, 
15-10, 15-4 

Finals: Elman d. Coleman 15-14, 15-1 

Men's B 
Quarter-finals: Nick Maggio d. Charles Buschwatz 12-15, 
15-7, 15-11; Jack McGrath d. Mike Parent 15-11, 8-15, 15-9; 
Peter Dupuis d. Bob Petrucci 15-9, 15-6; Tom Gill d. Art 
Morgan 15-10, 15-9 

Semi-finals: McGrath d. Maggio 15-6, 13-15, 15-14; Gill d. 
Dupuis 15-10, 15-9 

Finals: Gill d. McGrath 15-5, 15-12 

Men's C 
Quarter-finals: Craig Drimal d. Charles Larrabee 15-9, 15-6; 
Vin Puccio d. Bill Mallword 15-13, 15-6; Mitch Nathanson d. 
Mike Feinberg 15-5, 15-7; John Gallagher d. Mitch Meyers 
6-15, 15-7, 15-4 

Semi-finals: Drimal d. Puccio 15-4, 15-3; Nathanson d. 
Gallagher 15-8, 15-8 

Finals: Nathanson d. Drimal 15-14, 15-12 

Men's Novice 
Quarter-finals: Walter Collins d. Ralph Dowd 5-15, 15-1, 15-12; 
Charles Myatt d. Tom London 15-8, 15-10; Steve Castigliotti 
d. Bill Costas 15-4, 15-3; Andy Bennett d. Jerry Murray 15-13, 
12-15, 15-13 

Semi-finals: Collins d. Myatt 15-2, 15-4; Bennett d. Costigliotti 
15-9, 15-12 

Finals: Collins d. Bennett 15-13, 14-15, 15-6 



Women"s A 
Quarter-finals: Janet Simon d. Marie Cushing 15-0, 15-4; 
Karen O'Neil d. Kathy Manning 13-15, 15-5, 15-11; Cindy Alba 
d. Mimi Kelly 15-5, 15-9; Mary Anne O'Sullivan d. Kathy 
Sanford 15-2, 15-1 

Semi-finals: Simon d. O'Neil 15-8, 15-5; Alba d. O'Sullivan 
15-2, 15-1 

Finals: Alba d. Simon 2-15, 15-12, 15-9 

Women's B 
Quarter-finals: Heidi Lieberman d. Gail Carridi 15-12, 1!Hl; 
Kathy Boyd d. Paula Shugrue 1!Hl, 15-5; Denise Lecompte d. 
Sharon Laube (forfeit); Gail Gihos d. Diane Harber 8-15, 15-3, 
15-2 

Semi-finals: Lieberman d. Boyd 15-8, 15-11; Gihos d. 
Lecompte 15-10, 15-4 

Finals: Lieberman d. Gihos 6-15, 15-10, 15-7 

Women's C 
Quarter-finals: Kathy Curtis d. Connie Cuilla 15-14, 9-15, 
15-11; Mary Hoyt d. Jane Staula 13-15, 15-9, 15-1; Diane 
DiCarlo d. Diane Mossesso 13-15, 15-10, 15-14; Trish 
McGrath d. Cindy Mernich 15-4, 15-4 

Semi-finals: Hoyt d. Curtis 1!Hl, 15-10; McGrath d. DiCarlo 
15-6, 15-13 

Finals: Hoyt d. McGrath 1!Hl, 15-14 

Women's Novice 
Quarter-finals: Jan Brock d. Kay Miles 10-15, 15-1, 15-1; 
Vivian Avery d. Leanne Nossberg 1!Hl, 15-3; Eileen Hegarty 
d. Lynn Miller (forfeit); Marilyn Cohen d. Esta Titlebaum 15-9, 
15-10 

Semi-finals: Avery d. Brock 2-15, 15-8, 15-8; Cohen d. Hegarty 
15-11, 15-14 

Finals: Avery d. Cohen 1!Hl, 15-11 

Pennsylvania 
4th Annual White Rose Classic 
Sawmill East Racquetball Club 
York, PA, October 1-3 
Directors: Harry Fishel and Bill Richards 

Men's Open 
Quarter-finals: Reuben Gonzales d. Dan Obremski 15-3, 
15-10; Mike Levine d. Phil Panarella 15-4, 15-9; Charlie Horton 
d. Ira Miller 15-8, 15-13; Jim Cascio d. Cliff Swain 15-5, 12-15, 
11-10 

Semi-finals: Gonzales d. Levine 8-15, 15-5, 11-6; Cascio d. 
Horton 15-9, 15-9 

Finals: Cascio d. Gonzales 11-15, 15-12, 11-5 

Men's Seniors 
Quarter-finals: Al Ginsburg d. Carl Ezersky 15-1, 15-2; Jon 
Owen d. Warren Riecke 15-8, 7-15, 11-9; Sam Munson d. Dick 
Lee 12-15, 15-14, 11-1; Ed Remen d. Charles Horton , Sr. 15-4, 
15-3 

Semi-finals: Ginsburg d. Owen 15-13, 15-1; Remen d. Munson 
15-4, 15-4 

Finals: Remen d. Ginsburg 15-4, 15-2 

Men's A 
Quarter-finals: Mark McCarthy d. Jim Martin 14-15, 15-9, 11-5; 
Tom Burkholder d. Pete Fuoco 9-15, 15-4, 11-5; Brian Hilt d. 
John Vaccaro 8-15, 15-9, 11-6; Cliff Swain d. Gary Gloggler 
15-2, 1!Hl 

Semi-finals: McCarthy d. Burkholder 1!Hl, 15-8; Swain d. Hilt 
15-8, 15-3 

Finals: Swain d. McCarthy 15-9, 15-9 

Men"s B 
Quarter-finals: Allan Lesser d. Parris Woodbury 13-15, 15-11, 
11-2; .Bill Vangreen d. Randy Brenner 1!Hl, 15-7; Bob 
Phillabaum d. Greg Frizzell 15-10, 1!Hl; Mike Myers d. George 
Kroll 15-9, 15-9 

Semi-finals: Phillabaum d. Vangreen 15-12, 9-15, 11-7; Myers 
d. Lesser 15-2, 15-11 

Finals: Myers d. Phillabaum 15-13, 16-18, 11-3 

Men"s C 
Quarter-finals: Robert Compton d. Rick Lee 15-1, 1!Hl; Al 
Douden d. Paul Greenslade 15-17, 15-11, 1Hl; Joseph 
Walters d. John Burleson 10-15, 15-11, 11-10; Warren Riecke 
d. Ron Gray 7-15, 15-8, 11-8 

Semi-finals: Walters d. Douden 14-16, 15-13, 11-6; Riecke d. 
Compton 15-9, 15-8 

Finals: Riecke d. Walters 15-13, 19-17 

Men's Doubles 
Quarter-finals: Powell/Simonette d. MunsonNanore 15-12, 

16-14; Klein/Obremski d. Backston/Martin 15-3, 15-2; 
Gloggler/Rougeux d. Barrett/Sabalesky 15-4, 15-10; 
Horton/Panarella d. HilUNatale 16-14, 15-7 

Semi-finals: Horton/Panarella d. Gloggler/Rougeux 15-10, 
15-4; Klein/Obremski d. Powell/Simonette 1!Hl, 15-7 

Finals: Klein/Obremski d. Horton/Panarella 15-8, 15-10 

Women's A 

Quarter-finals: Pat Dorsheimer d. Tammy Hajjar 15-11, 15-13; 
Sharon Fraer d. Andrea Katz 15-3, 2-15, 11-9; Lucy Zarfos d. 
Yvonne Smart 15-11, 15-10; Dot Fischl d. Malia Kamahoahoa 
15-7, 15-12 

Semi-finals: Dorsheimer d. Fraer 15-5, 15-5; Fischl d. Zarfos 
15-5, 16-14 

Finals: Fischl d. Dorsheimer 16-14, 15-7 

Women"s B 
Quarter-finals: Andrea Turo d. Barb Atkinson 15-9, 15-7; Pat 
Anderson d. Jeri Barnes 1!Hl, 15-10; Anne Roggenbaum d. 
Donna Garrett 15-9, 15-8; Jody Landis d. Candy Geiling 15-9, 
15-5 

Semi-finals: Turo d. Anderson 15-9, 15-3; Landis d. 
Roggenbaum 15-9, 15-5 

Finals: Landis d. Turo 15-3, 15-7 

Women"s C 

Quarter-finals: Judy Schrecker d. Donna Gean 8-15, 15-10, 
11-5; Anne Roggenbaum d. Stephanie Pinola 10-15, 15-1, 
11-7; Andrea Turo d. Darlene Smith 15-10, 15-3; Sharon 
Hershey d. Gloria Simmons 15-7, 15-12 

Semi-finals: Schrecker d. Roggenbaum 15-7, 15-9; Hershey d. 
Turo 12-15, 1!Hl, 11-2 

Finals: Hershey d. Schrecker 15-12, 15-1 

New York 
Third Annual Columbus Day Weekend 
Shootout 
Sponsored by Lite Beer 
21st. Point Club 
Albany, NY, October 8-10 

Men"s Open: 1st-Allan Lee; 2nd-Gus Koumarelas; 
3rd-Aaron Katz 

Men's Seniors: 1st-Jack Nocera; 2nd-Neil Shapiro ; 
3rd-Dennis Sbrega 

Men's Masters: 1st-John Wheeler, 2nd-Alex Shapiro ; 
3rd-Mike Frankel 

Men's Golden Masters: 1st-Saal Lesser, 2nd-Frank 
Anderson; 3rd-Irv Cowie 

Men"s B: 1st-Brian McDermott; 2nd-Howard Millian; 
3rd-Ed Shivokevich 

Men's C: 1st-Mark Zayas; 2nd-Howard Spaeth; 3rd-Ed 
Scola 

Men's Novice: 1st-Joe Cerniglia ; 2nd-Rich Corso; 
3rd-Kevin Duggan 

Men's Open Doubles: 1st-Neil Fudim/Roger Fudim; 
2nd-Jim Burns/Steve Volk ; 3rd-Jack Nocera/Howie Packer 

Men's B/C Doubles: 1st-Bob Hooper/Ira Shapiro; 2nd-Jay 
Calnen/Howard Spaeth; 3rd-John Charbonneau/Mike 
Millian 

Women's Open: 1st-Anne Baril; 2nd-Jessica Rubin; 
3rd-Cheryl Irving 

Women"s B: 1st-Laurie Kitchen ; 2nd-Pat Riley; 3rd-Barb 
Meredith 

Women's C: 1st-Sue Graham; 2nd-Carol Casilli; 
3rd-Diane Nero 

Women's Novice: 1st-Janet Fabian; 2nd-Arlene Capizzi; 
3rd-Robin Golden 

Women's B/C Doubles: 1st-Diane Nero/Sue Graham; 
2nd-Carol Lipareli/Nina McGee; 3rd-Jacki 
Charbonneau/Sue Craddock 
Boys 15: 1st-Howard Millian ; 2nd-Brian Tollin; 3rd-Scott 
Lipareli 
Boys 13: 1st-George Delaney; 2nd-Joe McGee; 
3rd-Kevin Duggan 

LONG-TERM 
FINANCING & 
RE-FINANCING 

Racquetball/Health Clubs 
Rollerskating Rinks 

Hotels/Motels 
Office Buildings 
Condominiums 

Shopping Centers 

• 30 Year Loan Period Available 

• Current Interest Rate at approxi­
mately 15% (reducible to 13% with 
participation on income properties) 

• Up to 80% of Total Value 

• Loans $1,000,000-$50,000,000 

• Construction Financing Available 

• Exceptionally Strong Lender 

• Leasing available for 
racquetball courts 

American Sportsurfacing Co. 
200 Eagle Roa(!, Wayne, PA 19087 

215-687-6356 

It's called Supreme Grip, and you've never 
played with anything like it. 

When you first touch it, you'll think it's suede. 
But once you start playing, you'll discover what a 
truly advanced grip you've got your hand on. Its 
unique Poromeric structure absorbs sweat far bet 
ter than leather. In fact, the more you sweat, the 
better your grip actually becomes. 

And because Supreme Grip drastically re -
duces "torque" and virtually eliminates slippage, 
you'll probably never suffer another blister. 

Supreme Grip is completely washable. It can 
never stretch. Or shrink. Or rot. Or irritate sensi · 
tive skin. 

Of course, the best way to learn what a differ· 
ence Supreme Grip can make is to play with it. 
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Reader Survey 

Tell Us About Your Eyeguards 
Eyeguards and the issue of eye safety 
continue to be primary concerns in the 
racquetball world . The questions wear­
ing eyeguards , not wearing them , open 
frames (lensless), closed frames, man­
datory usage and optional usage are 
among these issues. 

National Racquetball is interested in 
your experience with eyeguards in line 
with our continuing desire to provide 
our readers with meaningful informa­
tion on a variety of racquetball topics . 

The results of this survey will be 
published in our February , 1983 issue , 
so we need your response by January 
1, 1983. It's your chance to be heard on 
this vital issue facing our sport. 

Send your completed survey forms to: 
National Racquetball Reader Survey, 
1800 Pickwick Ave., Glenview , IL 60025. 

1. How Often Do You Play Racquetball? 
( ) 3 or more times per week 
( ) 2 times per week 
( ) 1 time per week 
( ) 2 times per month 
( ) 1 time per month or less 

2. How Many Years Have You Been 
Playing? 

( ) More than 5 
( ) 5 or less 
( ) 4 or less 

( ) 3 or less 
( ) 2 or less 
( ) 1 or less 

3. Where Do You Normally Play? 
( ) Private club ( ) Park District 
( ) YMCA ( ) School 
( ) JGC ( ) Military base 

4. What Is Your Skill Level? 
( ) Beginner ( ) Open 
( ) Intermediate ( ) Professional 
( ) Advanced 

5. Are You Male Or Female? 
( ) Male 
( ) Female 

6. What Is Your Age? 
( ) Under 18 ( ) 35-44 
( ) 18-24 ( ) 45-54 
( ) 25-34 ( ) 55 or over 

7. Do You Wear Corrective Lenses 
(glasses or contacts) Off The Court? 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 

40 DECEMBER 

8. How Often Do You Wear Eyeguards 
When You Play Racquetball? 

( ) All the time ( ) Sometimes 
( ) Usually ( ) Never 

9. Have You Ever Taken Lessons? 
( ) Yes 
( ) No 

10. If You Have Taken Lessons-What 
Did Your Instructor Say About 
Eyeguards? 

) Demanded that we wear them at all 
times 

) Recommended that we wear them 
) Merely told us they were available 
) Didn't mention them at all 

11. Are The Eyeguards That You Wear 
Open Lenses Or Closed Lenses? 

( ) Open 
( ) Closed 

12. How Many Pair Of Eyeguards Do 
You Own? 

) 3 or more 
) 2 
) 1 
) None 

13. Where Did You Purchase Your Last 
Pair Of Eyeguards? 

) Local club pro shop 
) YMCA/JGC 
) Sporting Goods Store 
) Discount Store 
) Mail Order 

14. How Many Pairs Of Eyeguards Did 
You Purchase In The Last 12 
Months? 

) 3 or more 
) 2 
) 1 
) None 

15. What Was The Cost Of The Last Pair 
Of Eyeguards You Purchased? 

( ) $5 or less ( ) $20 or less 
( ) $10 or less ( ) $25 or less 
( ) $15 or less ( ) $26 or more 

16. What Will Be Most Likely To Influ­
ence Your Next Eyeguard Buying 
Decision? 

(Rank in order of your first 3 
preferences, i.e., put a number 1 next to 
your first choice , a number 2 next to 
your second choice , etc.) 
( ) Comfort 
( ) Frame construction mater ials 
( ) Open vs. closed lens 
( ) Appearance 
( ) Local instructor's advice 
( ) Advertising 
( ) Price 
( ) ___ _ ___ __ Other 

17. Are You Pleased With The Eyeguards 
You Are Now Wearing? 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 

18. Do You Believe The Eyeguards You 
Are Presently Wearing Give You 
Total Protection? 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 

19. What Do You Like Most About Your 
Eyeguards? (Rank in order of firs t 
three preferences). 

) Comfort 
) Protection 
) Appearance 
) Price 
) Clear vision 
) __ ____ _ _ _ Other 

20. What Don't You Like Most About 
Your Eyeguards? (Rank in order of 
first three preferences) . 

) Comfort 
) Protection 
) Appearance 
) Price 
) Clear vision 
) __ ______ _ Other 

21. Have You Ever Been Hit In The Eye 
Or Face With A Racquet Or Ball? 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 

22. Have You Ever Been Saved From In­
jury Or More Serious Injury Because 
You Were Wearing Eyeguards? 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 

23. Do You Think That Eyeguards Should 
Be Mandatory Equipment In Your 
Racquetball Facility? 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 

24. In Which Tournaments Should Eye-
guards Be Mandatory, If At All? 

(Check the box or boxes next to those 
tournaments in which you feel eye­
guards should be mandatory) . 
( ) Professional 
( ) State/Regional/Open Amateur 
( ) Intercollegiate 
( ) Junior 
( ) Doubles 
( ) All Of The Above- Eyeguards 

Should Be Mandatory In All 
Tournaments 

) None Of The Above-Eyeguards 
Should Not Be Mandatory In Any 
Tournaments 

• 



Amaro is a registered trademark of Kuraray Co., Ltd. 

You know the situation. 
Your game is hot. And so are 
you. You'll win if you don't 

lose your grip. 
Ektelon 's Racquet­

baller glove, made 
from Amara ® poly 
suede fabric, is tex­
tured for a firm grip, 
moisture-resistant to 

keep sweat off the rac­
quet handle , and extra­
thin for better feel. The 
open-mesh backing 

breathes to keep your hand cool 
and dry. 

No other glove can outlast the 
washable Racquetballer. And no 
one but Ektelon has ...,,,. 
Amara . For men and ~~ l, 

women . And for the r.' ~"';. 
game's best source of .• ~, · 
racquetball information , , ; 
and strategy , write for ... -
our free "Total Racquetball " 
book: Ektelon , 8929 Aero Dr., 
San Diego, CA 92123. 

E/qELr»lf 
The Most Recommended Name in Racquetball. 

another ~BROWNING company 



Upcoming Events 

East Coast Team Championships 

December 17-19 
Tournament Director: Al Seitelman 
(516) 261-3257 

Indiana State Doubles Championship 

December 17-19 
Kokomo Sports Center 
111 Southway Blvd. 
Kokomo IN 46901 
Tournament Directors: Tony Gabriel, 
Mark Morehead 
(317) 455-0167 

Michigan Super Seven #5 

January 7-9, 1983 
Mt. Clemens Racquet Club 
40501 Production Road 
Mt. Clemens, Ml 48045 
Tournament Director: John Becchio 
(313) 463-2000 

HEALTH 
How Tough are 
Your Eyes? 

Not tough enough . Laboratory tests 
show that some eyeguards will allow a 
racquetball to contact the eyeball even 
when properly worn . 

Chairman 
of the Canad-
ian Standards 

Association \ -
Committee on 
Eye Protec-
tion , Dr. East-
erbrook talk -
ed with NR, • 

"It has been proven that any open eye­
guard on the market can be penetrated 
by a racquetball traveling at only 50 
miles per hour and the average begin­
ning player hits the ball over 70 mph" 

"Polycarbonates are by far the best 
impact resistant material we have for eye 

• National Racquetball May '82 
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2nd Annual IRSA Convention 
January 17-21 
Riviera Hotel 
Las Vegas, NV 
Contact: Mary Johnsen 
(503) 645-6543 

St. Valentine's Day Open 
Racquetball Tournament 

February 4-6, 1983 
21st. Point Club 
McKown Road off Western Av. 
Albany, NY 12203 
Tournament Director: Vincent Wolanin 
(518) 489-3276 

Music City Racquetball Tournament 

February 25-27, 1983 
YMCA 
1000 Church St. 
Nashville, TN 37203 
Tournament Directors: Frank 
Burkholder, Steve Tarver 
(615) 254-0631 

protection. They're even better than 
industrial safety thickness plastic 
(known as CR-39). Street wear plastic, 
as normal glasses , does break, " says 
Easterbrook. 

In his opinion, "Anybody who plays 
racquetball without eyeguards is nuts. 
to put it another way, there is more 
energy in a racquetball traveling at high 
speed than there is in a bullet." 

We have the reasonable alternative to 
open eye protection . Compare Action 
Eyes' features against any other eye 
protection : 

• 3mm-thick polycarbonate lenses 
set in deep groves that restrict move­
ment of the lens toward the eye. 

• Lens is optically correct or prescrip­
tion with scratch resistant coating . 

• Heavy 7 barrel hinges attached to 
frame and temples with rivets . 

• Strong metal core temples. 

• Frame is reinforced at stress points. 

WPRA Tour, 1983 
Rainbow Inspection 
Racquetball Pro-Am 
February 10-13 
Wyoming Racquet Club 
Casper, WY 
Tournament Director: Rick Carbaugh 
(307) 265-6928 

February 17-20 
Riverbend Athletic Club 
Fort Worth, TX 
Tournament Director: Mary Pat Slenka 
(817) 284-3353 

Bob's Big Boy Open 
Tucson Athletic Club 
Tucson, AZ 
Tournament Director: Carl Porter 
(602) 881-0140 

Entry deadline: the Friday before each 
tournament 

• Bridge is specially designed for safe, 
comfortable contact on nose. 

Al:;;i-.JN 
EYES Are Tough, 

Because Your Eyes 
Aren't. 
From : BAUSCH & LOMB ti) 
Distributor : Kay Sports 

5355 Sierra Road 
San Jose, CA 95132 
408-923-7777 

SERVICE - QUALITY - PRICE 



NOW THE CROWD PLEASER 
IS A PLAYER PLEASER TOOi 

-
®Glass Walls. 

The Best View for the crowd. The Perfect Wall for players. 

Up to now, attracting the spectators has meant 
distracting the players - with backgrounds 
that intrude on every shot. No more. Now, 
patented TWIN-VUE glass lets the players 
concentrate totally on their game , as if they 
had the house to themselves . They have the 
perfect visual background to play against. Yet 
the spectators watch the action as clearly as 
they would through conventional glass. 

With TWIN-VUE, switch on the specified lighting 
system and spectators and television cameras 
see all the action perfectly . But the players see 
TWIN-VUE glass as a white wall . 

TWIN-VUE now makes televising racquetball 
a reality. TWIN-VUE characteristics are 
perfect for television . The possibilities are 
endless! ELLIS PEARSON GLASS WALLS 
have always been the finest you could install . 
But now, by applying the TWIN-VUE process 
we have made our best even better. 

WORLD CLASS ELLIS PEARSON GLASSWALL SYSTEMS are used 
in more than half the glass wall systems worldwide. That's 
why it is the only one that gives you an exclusive FIVE-YEAR 
WARRANTY plus these other exclusive features: 

• Unique nylon fittings , no metal-to-glass contact. 

• Specially engineered interior flush ring pulls and exterior latch 
locks on doors. 

• Expert installation by W&W personnel , backed by world wide 
experience . 

WORLD CIASS ELLIS PEARSON GIASSWALL SYSTEMS 
t.y 

Write or call for further information. 

OFFICIAL GLASS WALL OF THE 
U.S. RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 

W&W PRODUCTS INTERNATIONAL, INC./ 200 Airport Executive Park/ Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977 I (914) 425-2777 



New Products 

New Welted Cuff Peds 

Tennis Togs announces a new welted cuff 
ped for court sports, made of 85% high bulk 
Orlon and 15% stretch nylon. The sock 
comes in a variety of colors with white 
stripe on cuff, or all white. Priced at $3.00 
per pair. 

Write Tennis Togs, Inc., 2520 NW Second 
Ave., Boca Raton, FL 33431; or call toll-free, 
800-327-5012. 

New Concept In Fitness 

The Twister, a new swivel base rebounder 
from MG1, not only provides the usual 
rebounding exercises of jogging and 
jumping, but also allows twisting the torso 
180 degrees in either direction. This 
dimension aids flexibility, firming the mid­
section and often benefiting those with 
lower back problems. 

For further information, contact MGI 
Strength/Fitness Systems, Inc., P.O. Box 
266,lndependence, MO 64051. Call toll free, 
1-800-821-3126, or in state, 1-800-892-3803. 
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Braided Headbands 

Unique Sports introduces attractive braided 
headbands of absorbent terrycloth. Available 
in a variety of colors or all white . Suitable 
for racquetball and other sports. 

Write Unique Sports Products , 5687 New 
Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA 30341. 

A Better Athletic Bra 

Designed by a female exercise physiologist 
and runner, the new Actively Yours sports 
bra is created for comfort and support both 
under rigorous training conditions and 
regular everyday wear. 

Featuring no wires, no bones, specially posi­
tioned non-slip straps and a soft, supportive 
ventilated design, the bra is available in a 
full range of sizes. 

For more information, write Actively Yours, 
347B Noyac Road, Sag Harbor, NY 11963. 

Keep Your Glove in Shape 

The Glove Tree is a hand-shaped device that 
slips into your glove as a shoe tree does in­
to a shoe. Used after a workout or after 
washing your glove. The tree will preserve 
your glove and extend its life by letting it dry 
evenly and quickly , without shrinking or 
wrinkling after a workout or washing . 

Two configurations and lots of sizes, for 
$5.95 plus postage and handling. 

Write Warman Enterprises, 88 Timber Lake 
Road, Barrington, IL 60010, or phone (312) 
526-0169. 

New Powerband Exercise Device 

The Powerband is a new exercise device 
that can provide comprehensive conditioning 
for the lower body. A gum rubber band, the 
device is compact , lightweight, and versatile , 
and works by creating resistance for all the 
muscle groups of the leg and hip. 

For more information, contact the Sports 
Performance and Rehabilitation Institute, 
501 Thornhill Drive, Carol Stream, IL 60187. 
Phone (312) 823-0090. 



Mix gin clear water with 
bone white beaches, stir in an 
enthusiastic crew and lively 
shipmates, top it off with star 
bright nights filled with steel drum 
rhythms and bake under 
a Caribbean sun for seven delicious 
days. 
The results are a New You 
who has experienced more living 
in one week than you thought 
possible in a lifetime! 

Your share in the Windjammer 
adventure can be as little as $425. 
Call us Toll Free at 1-800-327-2600 
or mail off our coupon and we'll 
send you the rest of our recipe. 

Cap'n Mike, Windjammer 'Barefoot' Cruises, Ltd., 
P.O. Box 120, Miami Beach, Florida 33119. 

Name ---------~ 
Address _________ _ 

City __________ _ 

~~e /Zi~------------~~~~ 

Windfammcu 
CfuitcuLTD 

P.O. Box 120, Miami Beach, Fla. 33119 



Where Are They Now? 

One Of The Giants 
Of Racquetball History 
In the early days of racquetball , the 
days prior to blue balls , metal racquets 
and prize money tournaments, a few 
pockets of play sprung up in various 
locations throughout North America . 
These became the hotbeds or 
"meccas ," if you will, and one such 
place was Louisville, KY. 

The head guru of the Louisville fanatics 
was Ken Porco, former track, baseball 
and football star at the University of 
Louisville, later to become one of the 
world 's foremost racquetballers and a 
pioneer in development of commercial 
racquetball facilities . Along the way, he 
managed to get himself embroiled in 
the bloodiest political confrontation in 
the sport 's history. 

Porco, whose 5 '8, 195-pound physique 
once got him labeled "racquetball's 
tank," was the epitome of the game's 
style in the late 60's and early 70's. His 
fierce competitiveness, guts , and 
physical style caused many a collision 
between body and wall , with even 
money riding on which would survive. 

Blessed with the type of power that 
would make some of today 's bullet 
shooting players envious, Porco never­
theless found more pleasure in the 
finesse and outmaneuvering that mark­
ed those early years. 

He captured the International Doubles 
championship in 1971 (with Mike Zeit­
man) after having taken second place 
the previous year with partner Dick 
Ribisl . In singles he was a consistent 
national quarter and semi-finalist from 
1969-73, who annually seemed to run 
into an eventual tournament finalist 
along the way. 

(In 1970, for example , Porco lost to 
Craig Finger, the tourney winner , 21-20, 
21-20 in the quarters). 

A true racquetball preacher, Porco 
organized, taught , competed with and 
against , and otherwise promoted rac­
quetball among a rapidly growing band 
of enthusiasts in Louisville . His home 
base at the time was the Louisville 
Jewish Community Center where he 
was Associate Director of Physical 
Education for 13 years. 

He led his entourage on excursions to 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, Tennessee, 
Wisconsin , Missouri and anywhere else 
they could reach where the word was 
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that racquetball had been born. These 
personally financed trips were for the 
pleasure only-to find out who else 
was playing this crazy game and how 
well they played it. 

Today, the 44-year-old native of Pitts­
burg is Director of Media Mix, a 
24-hour-a-day recreati onal club for 
employees of the Louisville Courier 
Journal/Times , the city 's major 
newspaper . The building also houses 
the Downtown Athletic Club for which 
Porco also serves as Director. 

He and his wife Jeanne found the time 
to raise four children while Ken pur­
sued his nomadic racquetball ex­
istence, hosting tournaments , playing 
in them, repping for court building 
firms and otherwise spreading the rac­
quetball gospel. He is truly one of 
those people who was there at the 
beginning . 

Ken Porco sat in a crowded, damp 
room with nearly 50 other men at the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. It 
was 1962 and Porco, like the others 
with him, was attending a conference 
of physical education workers of 
Jewish Community Centers. The topics 
varied, but few truly caught Ken's 
interest. 

The group took a break to survey the 
vast facilities of UM, and along the 
way, Porco couldn 't hide his amaze­
ment as they toured the school's hand­
ball court area. 

"I remember it like it was yesterday ," 
said Ken. " We walked through there 
and I thought to myself, 'my goodness , 
they 're playing with paddles and dyed 
tennis balls on their handball courts! ' " 

Since he had dabbled in squash and 
handball over the years, paddleball trig­
gered a natural reaction in Porco. He 
noticed that it was easier to play than 
handball , that the workout generated 
was good , and that he would be able to 
offer the sport to his members back in 
Louisville . 

Upon his return , Porco immediately 
bought up as many paddles as he 
could , and began dying tennis balls 
black . That was paddleball, 1962. 

"Everybody wanted to play as quickly 
as possible," he said. "It was amazing . 
We never had enough paddles . We 
didn 't know where to get a decent ball . 
Nobody knew anything ." 

Porco (left) accepts his third place trophy at the 
first IRA National Championships , 1969. Fourth 
place finisher Dr. Chuck Hanna is at the right . 

Word traveled, as it always does, and 
one day a fellow came down from New 
England , looking for a game from Por­
co or anybody at the JCC. But he didn 't 
have a paddle . He had a strung rac­
quet , wooden framed , the old Joe 
Sobek model. It was the greatest thing 
Porco or his friends had ever seen. 

" We held that racquet ," he said. " We 
hit wi th it a little . The atmosphere was 
electric. We thought we had died and 
gone to heaven. " 

From that point on there was no stop ­
ping Ken Porco and friends. They 
started to hear about other locales 
where the new game was being played 
and they sought them out. The 
carloads of players on weekend excur­
sions became well known throughout 
the mideast and midwest. 

The Louisville clan would always show 
up. Guys you've probably never of 
heard of , like Ribisl , Al Spevak, Norm 
Klein , Bob Williams , and Irv Goldstein . 
Or those you might have heard of like 
Hermie Abramovitz , Ike Gurner, Irv Zeit­
man, Alan and Andy Hyman , Don 
Rigazio, and of course , Mike Zeitman . 

They were led by Porco, who took them 
to Milwaukee in May of 1968 for the 
first ever "national " tournament 
although it was never recognized as 
such . 

"Milwaukee was a revelat ion," said Por­
co. "It amazed us to see so many good 
players from so many different places. 
They had all developed their game on 
their own, from different sports 
backgrounds . We went to Milwaukee 
just to play , but i t became apparent 



In doubles action Porco goes for bottom 
board from three-quarters court against Finger 

(left) and Lawrence at the 1970 Nationals. 

that racquetball was going to become 
something really big." 

Porco's on-court reputation became 
nearly as big. The burly former fullback 
for Calgary of the Canadian Football 
League earned fame, if not fortune, 
playing his way to the upper echelons 
of racquetball. Yet he remained 
snakebitten each step of the way. 

In 1969, at the first International Rac­
quetball Asssociation (IRA) champion­
ships, he lost to eventual runner-up 
Charlie Brumfield in the semi-finals 
11-21, 21-11, 21-8; in 1970 came his loss 
to Finger; in 1971 he again came up 
short against Finger (who finished se­
cond) 21-19, 21-16; in 1972 an injury 
kept him out of singles, but he man­
aged to capture fourth place in doubles 
with Bill Evans. 

Porco's dedication to the sport earned 
him the non-paying, almost honorary 
job as national commissioner of the 
IRA, forerunner of today's AARA. It was 
in this role that he found himself a 
pivotal person in the 1973 battle for 
control of the IRA between president 
Bob Kendler and the Board of 
Directors. 

"It was awkward, to say the least," said 
Porco. "I think Mr. Kendler respected 
me, because during the negotiations, I 
was one of only three people he would 
talk with. Unfortunately, my efforts and 
those of my colleagues were not 
enough to keep the IRA together." 

When Kendler inaugurated pro racquet­
ball a few months later, Porco held 
back, partly because of his commit­
ment to IRA and partly through a 
realistic perception of what his career 
was about. 

"The political stuff was all new to me," 
he said. "Factions, dogfights-heck, I 
was a player, I played for fun. The 
whole scene in 1973 took away some 
of my enthusiasm . 

"I slowly stopped playing competitively . 
I think I entered only one pro event and 
that was my swan song. I was 35 years 
old in 1973, not the age you start pro 
careers at." 

Instead, Porco went into the business 
of racquetball, leaving the JGC in 
November of '73 to design, build and in­
vest in the Louisville Athletic Club, a 
four court commercial facility that's 

still going strong. Proving that his 
leadership was more action than 
words, he used a panel court system 
for the walls of the L.A.C., the first 
such construction in the mid-south. 

"I was repping for World Courts at the 
time, " he said, "and I firmly believed 
then, as I do now, in the concept of 
panel court construction. " Four subse­
quent years repping for Sports 
Unlimited brought him to eight nations 
as well as dozens of states, all in the 
pursuit of building more paneled 
courts. 

But Louisville has always been that 
home to return to . After a knee injury in 
Calgary's last exhibition game of his 
rookie season had sidelined him, the 
Rough Riders placed him on waivers­
a career ended before it began. 

With few job opportunities available in 
birthplace Pittsburgh (his initial athletic 
stardom was at Pittsburgh's Central 
Catholic High School , alma mater of 
current Pitt quarterback Dan Marino), 
he packed up for Louisville, where the 
grass was greener. 

The JGC called him in November of '73 
beginning his 13 year affiliation with 
that organization . 

Although his knee injury wasn't serious 
enough to warrant surgery at the time, 
the constant pounding of years of rac­
quetball didn't help any. Until a few 
months ago, you'd find him on the 
courts a couple of times a week, if not 
playing racquetball, then squash or 
handball. 

"As I got older it just became tougher 
for my body to absorb my hard style of 
play," he said. "It was just a question 
of time before something had to give 
and when it gave it gave real good." 

At this writing, Ken is hobbled by torn 
ligaments in both knees with surgery to 
have been performed on his left one 
last month. 

Court observers who 've been around 
since the late '60s will tell you that Por­
co was born 15 years too early. His 
natural power and learned finesse 
would place him at or near the top of 
today's game. 

" You never know, " he said. " Youth is 
the great equalizer . I've been labeled a 
power player, but I always got the most 
enjoyment out of out-foxing my oppo­
nent. The control game was preferable 
to me. 

"Now that the ball's been slowed down 
we're seeing a return to strategy, lob 
serves and finesse . To me, a kill shot is 
a kill shot, hit hard or hit soft ." 

Two of Porco's contributions to rac­
quetball will never be forgotten, at least 
not by those who witnessed or par­
ticipated in them. The first was his 
notorious backhand, a sort of inside-out 
stroke, where his thumb actually rested 
on the surface of the racquet handle. 

"Everybody always made fun of my 
backhand stroke," he said. "But to me, 
it was just as natural as could be. I 
never could understand why everybody 
didn 't hit it that way." 

Ken's second contribution was the an­
nual Louisville Invitational Doubles 
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The Porco backhand as famous as it was in­
famous. Here Ken follows through against 
young Steve Serot in the 1971 Invitational 

Singles Championships . 

Championships, an event that drew 
every top doubles team in the nation 
each of the four years he hosted the 
tournament at the JGC. 

" That tournament was the best ," he 
said . " There wasn 't a year that all the 
big guns didn 't show . Finger , Lawrence , 
Schmidtke, Serot, Valier, Muehleisen , 
Brumfield, Souders , Charlson , Zeitman , 

Racquet 
14 KT Gold $45 

with 5 point diamond $85 

Send check or money order to: 
Florida Racquet Journal 
6100 Arlington Expwy. 
Suite 0-101 
Jacksonville, FL 32211 
904-721-3660 

We also accept Visa or Mastercharge 
Ideal gift for both men and women 

Florida residents add 5% sales tax 
'' (Enla rged to show detail) 
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Garfinkel, Rubenstein, Keeley, Rudysz, 
Luciw-everybody came to that one." 

The reciting of names of an era gone 
by brought a smile to his face. 

"I will always remember and always be 
thoughtful of the people I 've met in the 
sport ," he said. " They have been 
wonderful friendships and relationships 
that still exist today. 

"I hope today 's players love the sport 
for the sport and not so much for 
greed, you know , what they can get out 
of it. Back then, we played because we 
loved racquetball ." 

In 1976 Porco sold his interest in the 
Louisville Athletic Club to his partner 
and joined Media Mix and the 
Downtown Athletic Club , where he con­
tinues today. And although he's not the 
type to say it himself , the 2,500 
members of those clubs are rubbing 
shoulders with one of the giants of rac­
quetball history. 

All 5'8, 195 pounds of him. • 

CLASSIFIED AD 

Inventions Wanted or Misc. 
Ideas, inventions , new products wanted! Call 
1-800-528-6050. Arizona , 1-800-352-0458. X831. 
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Steve Strandemo, top-ranked player, teacher 
and author of Advanced Ra~quetball. 

Unique fiberglass /graphite construc­
tion is molded by hand for precise 
weight, balance and flex. l-.tl"""e~~;;;;;;:: :::::---_ Specially formulated bumper 

strip protects racquet for 
longer wear. 

Unique quadriform head shape 
provides larger sweetspot and 
firmer response. 

Variable density string pattern 
provides power on sweetspot 
hits and forgiveness on off­
center shots. 

Unique torsion tube construc­
tion adds incredible strength. 
but not weight. 

Open throat design improves 
torsional stability and quickness. 

One-of-a-kind contoured __________ _ 
··hourglass" shape conforms 
to your grip. 

Foamed handle, unlike plastic 
versions, virtually stops vibra­
tion for a truer response. 

/ 
Head's uncanny blend of 

power and control lets you 
shift from blistering shot to 
deft return without missing a 
beat. And whether you're up 
against a power player or a 
smart strategist, a Head rac­

quet helps you get the ball 
where you want it to go. Faster. 

And more accurately. 
So take a lesson from Steve 

Strande mo and ask to demo a Head 
racquet at your dub. One game will 

be worth a thousand words. For a color 
brochure, write "Head Racquetball:' 

Box CN-5227, Princeton, 
New Jersey 08540. 

The Graphite Express 

The Professional 
The Master 

The Standard 

We want you to win. 

-Head 
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MAKES ANY RACQUET 
A DEADLY ACCURATE WEAPON 

New 'totes' SuperGrip preferred 
9 to 1 over leather grips in test. 
Here's why: 
• Seamless one-piece construction · 

-can't absorb sweat. can't slip. 
• 15 interconnected channels make 

sweat flow right off. 
• 2,930 diamond-shaped "grippers" 

give you a more powerful stroke, 

more accurate control. 
• Ready to play in minutes on any 

racquet. 
Try SuperGrip FREE 
Before you spend a dime on a new 
racquet. try the new ·totes· SuperGrip. 

If you are not completely 
satisfied, send it with your receipt 
within 30 days for a full refund of 

your purchase price. For the dealer . 
nearest you call ·totes· SuperGrip 
Sales toll-free 1-800-543-4953. 

totes® 
racquetball 
supergr1p 
10078 E. Kemper Rd .. Loveland, Ohio 45140 




