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Rollout " Bleu'"Racquetballs have the same 
fresh liveliness the 300th time you play with 
them as they do the first. That's because AMF 
Voit puts the zip in the rubber walls of the 
ball, instead of pressurizing them. 

If you've ever played with pressurized balls 
you know they start out strong . but go "dead " 
quickly. Not Rollout Bleus. You get the same 
true rebounds game after game after game. And 
chances are. you 'II buy balls less often . 

All that liveliness is easy to keep your eye 

■ 

on, too. beca use our bright blue is the most 
visible color on indoor co urts. No wonder 
Rollouc Bleus have be en chosen for hundr eds 
of tournaments since 1977. And they keep 
on outselling nearly every other brand . 

For a sample Rollout Bleu 
Racquetball and a copy of 
our booklet. Racquetball for 
Winners, send $2 to AMF Voit. 
Next game, freshen things up . \ ,

01
.t 
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Racquetball ... 

Squash ... 

Hundreds of court installations, without a failure, 
mean proven perfo rmance. Here's why! 

The material is premium grade 62-P 
hi-densi ty , hi-pressure laminated court 
panel system . 

Playability is true and consistent, with 
uniform ball act ion and sound. 

J Supe,io, quality and long Ute. 
Minimal maintenance, never needs 
paint, cleans with soap and water . 

Complete court package designed 
and eng ineered to fit your needs and 
budget. 

Dimensionally stable, structurally 
sound, non-sweating surface. 

Resists chipping , cracking , scratching 
and ma rring from racquet contact. 

Call or write for complete deta i ls: 

World Courts, Inc. 
554 Main Street , Dept. A 

Exacting specifications and full inspec­
tion procedures prior to shipment. 

Faster installations, no downt ime rev­
enue loss. 

Highly trained experts make all instal­
lations, backed by double guarantee 
from World Courts , the court systems 
specialists. 

Indoor Running Tracks 

Distributor of 
Championship Floors 

S. Weymouth, MA 021 90 Portable or Permanent 
Phone: (61 7) 33 7 -0082 .._ _______ P_r-od_u_ct_o_f _ ___, 

Dept. R FIBERESIN 
Industries, Inc. 



Letters 
To The Editor 

EDITOR 'S NOTE : Th e fo llowing letter 
was f orwarded lo us by Bernard Howard , 
the AARA 's new eastern regional 
commission er and also slate director f or 
Pennsylvania. It concerns on interesting 
new developm ent in j unior racquetball; 
for m ore on this subject , see page 32. 

A s far as I know Bishop McD evitt 
High School in Harri sburg (Penn .) is one 
of the few high schools , if any, in the st ate 
of Penn sylvania that offers an elective 
racqu etball class as part of its regular 
physical education program. 

Th e program began when I talked to 
Tim Rowlings, the physical director at 
the H arrisburg YMCA , concerning the 
use of the Y 's racqu etball cou rts. Tim 
and th e entir e YMCA staff were very 
coope rative , and [last] December we 

came to an agreement concerning the 
times and prices. 

Member s of the roco uetball clc>ss at Bishop Mc Oov,tl 
Hiph S chool Harrisburo, Penn. 

At th is point , racque tball is offered 
durin g the nin th and tenth per iods [at 
Bishop McD evitt ]. We have two classes 
of 15 students . On e class has 13 boys and 
2 girls, while the other has 13 girls an d 2 
boys. Out of the 30 stu dents involved, 

There Is a 101 more to our walls Iha 
our pretty racel 

Sports Un lim ited offe rs two fine 
court systems, our Panel and our 

new MODUCOURT™ systems . Both 
are designed and bu i lt tough to 
w ithstand the r igors of racquet 

sports competit ion for the l i fet ime 
of your building. 

Whether It's a 15 court club 
system for a metropolitan city or a 3 

court fac i lity for a sma ll town , we 
can do it all for you. If you are 

thinking about building or are ready 
to build, give us a call. 

Squash , Handball, 
Racquetball, whatever the 

sport, our courts stand up . 

• Post Office Box 1207 s 
Stillwater , Oklahoma 74074 

405/624 -1252 

UNUM 
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only five have ever played racquetball 
before . A ll of the stud ents were required 
to supply their own racquets and eye 
protection. Th e class is one hour in 
length and we have the use of three 
courts. 

Th e uni t began in the classroom with 
a session on safety , basic ru les of the 
game and a description of the various 
types of equipm ent necessa ry. A lso 
covered in this first lesson was a list of 
local places to play. Student s were told of 
the cost of each club and what [the clubs] 
had to offer. Th e followin g 20 classes are 
devoted to the skills of the game. The 
un it will end with a sect ion on refereeing 
and a class tournam ent. Al so, in April 
we will hold our secon d annu al in­
tramural racqu etball championships.• 

M ar tin Pavelic Jr. 
Bishop McDevitt High School 

H arr isburg, Penn . 

Racquetball welcom es correspondence 
fr om its readers. Lette rs are subject to 
editing fo r clarity and length . 



Save up to 50% 
onleach 

Racguetball 
Equipment I 

Thanks to Vitalis ~ you can save up to 50% off 

Marty Hogan 

the retail price of top quality Leach Racquetball equipment. 
(See be low for all the details) With your new Leach equipment, 
you'll probably play a lot better on the court. 
With Vitalis, you'll defini tely play a lot better off the court ! 

PACKAGE 1 STARTER PACKAGE 
Special Make-Up Aluminum Racquet , 
Can of Leach :# 1 Racquetballs 
Retail va lue $23 .85 , you pay just $11.92 * 
(a 50 % savings) 
PACKAGE 2 LADY 'S INTERMEDIATE 
Lady Swinger Racquet , 
Can of Leach :# 1 Racquetballs 
Shou lder bag , 
Leach Fullvision Eye guard 
Retail value $42 .96 , you pay just $25 .79 e.' 
(a 40 % savings) 
PACKAGE 3 MEN'S INTERMEDIATE 
Bandido Racquet , 
Can of Leach # 1 Racquetballs 
Tournament bag , 
Leach Fullvision Eye guard 
Retail value $46 .37, you pay just $25 .50 ':, 
(a 45 % savings) 
PACKAGE 4 DELUXE 
Graphite 100 Racquet, 
Can of Leach :# 1 Racquetballs 
Club bag, 
Leach Fullvision Eye guard 
Retail value $170.73, 
you pay just $85 .36 ':, 
(a 50% savings) 

'-'Plus $2 .50 
postage & 
handling for 
each package. 

'Just use 
your head'.' 



rWE HAVE YOUR~ 
RACQUET 

A.M.F. VOIT RACQUETS 
IMPACT ONE .............. 39.95 
X-C ....................... 39.95 

EKTELON RACQUETS 
250G ..................... . 
MAGNUM . ............... . 
MAGNUM FLEX ........... . 
JERRY HILECHER" . . . . . . . . 36. 95 
XL BILL® SCHMIDTKE ..... 33 .95 
FLEX ...................... 29.95 
JENNIFER HARDING ...... 27.95 
THE SWINGER RACQUETS 
TiiE SWINGER ........ .... 21.95 
TiiE LADY SWINGER ...... 21.95 
TiiE SWINGER II ..... . .... 21.95 
TiiE ALUMINUM SWINGER 24.95 
THE BANDIDO RACQUETS 
TiiE BANDIDO . . . . . . . . . . . . 21. 95 
TiiE Lrrn.E BAN DIDO . . . . . 21. 95 
TiiE GRAPHITE BAN DIDO . 29. 95 

THE SIGNATURE 
RACQUETS 

TiiE CHARLIE BRUMFIELD 
ALUMINUM .. .......... . 29.95 

TiiE CHARLIE BRUMFIELD 
COMPOSITE ............. 27.95 

TiiE "PRO ONLY" . .... .. . . . 22.95 
THE GRAPHITE 

RACQUETS 
TiiE GRAPHITE 

PERFORMER . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 . 95 
TiiE GRAPHITE 

COMPETITOR . . . . . . . . . . . 47.95 
THE GRAPHITE 100. . . . . . . . 94. 95 

ALDILA RACQUETS 
PISTOL. . .. ........ ........ 34.95 
SIDEWINDER .......... ... 24 .95 

VITTERT RACQUETS 
THE COBRA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32. 95 
THE ELIMINATOR .... ..... 29 .95 
THE DEVASTATOR ....... . 26 .95 
TiiE CLASSIC . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22. 95 

RACQUETS BY WILSON 
NEW THE ADVANTAGE .... 31.95 
NEW SHANNON WRIGHT". 22. 95 

RACQUETS BY HEAD 
HEAD COMPETITION ...... 41.95 
HEAD PRO ..... ........... 34.95 
MASTER ....... . .. . ... . ... 29.95 

GRAFALLOY 
THE HAMMER. . . . . . . . . . . . . 52. 95 
Covers included with all racquets . Add S2. 7r, per 
racquet lor postage and handling . APO S2 extra 

LEACH BAGS 
TOURNAMENT BAG.. . ... . 9.95 
BLUE CLUB BAG . . . . . . . . . . 15.95 
BROWN CLUB BAG .. . . .... 15.95 
LADIES' SHOULDER TOTE . 15.95 

EKTELON BAGS 
ALL-PRO BAG . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.95 
RACQUETBALLER BAG .. .. 14.95 
Add SJ .r,0 per bag lor postage and handling . 

GLOVES 
SARANAC........... ..... . 5.95 
TiiE OTHER GLOVE. .. .... 9.95 
CHAMPION...... .. ... .. ... 5.95 
Poetage SOC per pair. Sizes SX·S·M-Ml..l.,Xl. 
Pleew wrlle or c.eU for our entbe Mf'rchandlw Prke L11ol 

ATHLETE'S CORNER 
P. 0. Box 16995. Depl. Rl4 

MONEY Planlatlon, Fla . 33318 CERT . 
ORDERS Phone (305) 574-0327 CKS . 

""- Racqu~tball Sho.1 Avoli.bw Prlcn Subjod to Chang« ~ 
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NEW DIRECTIONS 

Dear Members , 

Why compromise your ama teur standing, for $1 00, or 
even $500? One of the most serious prob lems facing our 
sport today is the growing number of Open players who 
strive to win money, and thus be labeled " pros ." The re sult 
is that many amateur players are walking that fine line 
between amateur status and professional status . 

Unfortuna tely , the aura of professionalism in high -paying 
sports has spilled over into racquetball. Tim e after time one 
overhears the enthusiastic tournament player say , "My goal 
is to play on the pro tour ." 

Be realistic! Professional racquetball as a means of mak ing 
one 's living is no t possible now for the vast majority of 
players. Granted, maybe the top 8 or 1 0 players can sup · 
port themselves this way , but the majority can 't. There is 
now a women 's pro tour which distributes money in the 
round of 32 . We understand the logic of " spreading the 
wealth" among the players , but we fear that the net effect 
of this policy will be to severely reduce the ranks of amateur 
women. We caution all those who are accepting money on 
the pro circuits. We will not discuss t he mer its of the AARA 's 
definition of amateurism-whether it is right or wrong . St ill, 
it is a rule , and a ru le that must be dealt with as it is now . 

The AARA, as an entirely amateur organization , fulfills 
the same position as the NCAA does in col lege ath letics . 
It is a showcase for the bes t in amateur racquetball, and it 
offers a stepping stone to a bon a fide profess ional career 
when the tim e is right. Th ink before you " tur n pro ." It may 
not be worth it. 

Regards , 

µ _d ~ E 
Luke St. Onge 
Executive Director 



The Grid difference means 

SPORT SUPPORT AND PROTECTION! 
With a quality line of Sport Products that keep pace with today's athlete! 

GRiD'S new S'PORTER and S'PORTER PLUS athletic supporters both provide maximum support 
and a comfortable fit for the man in action . The S' PORTER is ideal for action sports l ike racquetball, 
tennis , volleyball , or to provide true support and comfort wh ile jogging. And the S'PORTER PLUS 
gives added protect ion for tough contact sports like hockey, football , baseball , and soccer - with 
an added pock et to hold a cup protector! Both the S'PORTER and S'PORTER PLUS provide ample 
seat room and long stretch leg open ings - no more chafing or binding l ike regular athletic supporters! 

And , for maximum prot ect ion against traumatic blows , fr iction 
burn s, and puncture wound s, GRiD 's line also inc ludes new Hand, 
Wrist , and Forearm Padd ed Protec tors to provide th e superior 
sports protection you expect from GRiD. 

These new items jo in a rapidly -expanding line of quality sup­
portive and protective products . We 're keeping pace! ... ~ -­c:: - -- -----­• --
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See the entire GRiD line at your local sporting goods store today! 

For more in forma t ion , writ e to Mr. Paul 
Francisco, Gen. Mgr., GRiD Sports , 5849 
Marie mo nt Avenue, C incinnati, 
Ohio 45227 



Q.Why TM~ld 
Sports Dlustrated Court Clubs 

select our racquetball panel system 
over all other panel systems? 

• Sports Illu strate d is a trademark of Ti me, Inc . 

Seamless 

A. Appearance 
Uniform 

Playability 
Breakthrough 

Design 
Unequalled 

Durability 
Four reasons why the people who own more 
racquetball courts than anyone else in the US. 
selected the SportsMaster rM court l ini ng system 
from American Sportsurfacing. 

Four reasons why you should take a close look at 
the most advanced racquetball court system 
available today. 

Four reasons to write us today or call us toll-free for 
immed iate results . 

Call (800) 523-0338 
Installati on and serv ice throughout the United States and Canada 

SportsMaster IT: Quality that lasts. 

AMERICAN SPORTSURFACINC 
D Strafford Office Building #2 D Wayne. Pennsylvan ia 19087 
D (800) 523-0338 or (215) 687-6356 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • Am . s • : encan portsurfacing is looking for qualified sales representatives in the : 
: US., Canada, and various foreign countries . Please send detailed resume . : ...................................................... ............... 



INDUSTRY NEWS 

Pull Your Own Weight 

It 's only logical- str engthenin g your 
forearm can lead to a more powerful 
racquetball stroke, right? So based on 
this premise , Norm ac lnc. , is in­
troducing a new exercise aid designed to 
build wrist and forearm st rength . 

The " Wrist -It " exerciser , as the 
device is called , ''ca n add power and 
cons istency to the performance of 
athlet es in virtu ally any sport where 
lower arm strength and control are 
important ,'' the firm says. Norm ac 
recomme nds use of the " Wrist-It" by 
go lfer s, tennis pl aye rs, rac qu etball 
players, bowlers and even hockey 
players. 

Consisting of a steel tube with hand 
grips, a suspended cord and a series of 
spec ially constructed weigh ts, the 
" Wrist-It " comes with a " medically 
formulated " exercise program for safe 
and efficient use, according to the 
manufac tur e r. For additional in ­
formation, contact: Normac , Inc. , 5140 
Lincoln Driv e, Edina , Minn. , 55436; or 
call 6 12-935 -7099 . 

NCCA And A vis Sign 
Agreement 

Th e National Court Clubs Association 
(NCCA), the 300 -member international 
organization of racquetball court club 
owners, and Avis Rent A Car System, 
Inc ., recently entered into an agreement 
expected to benefit both organizations . 
Through this agreement, members of 
NCCA-affiliated clubs will be given a 25 
per cent discount on normal _ time an_d 
mileage rates at computerized A vis 
Wizard locations in the 48 contiguous 
U.S. states and the District of Columbia. 
IntemationaJJy, including Hawaii and 
Alaska, Avis wiJJ offer a 10 per cent 

discount off the normal rate . 
In announcing the program, which is 

effeqive immediately, Charles S. Leve, 
NCCA 's executive director, said he was 
'' tr emendou sly excited about this 
newest NCCA program. It 's a direct 
benefit that club owner s can offer 
members, sett ing NCCA clubs head and 
should ers above non -memb er 
racquetball/handball facilities.'' 

Avis will provide NCCA-affiliated 
clubs with a specially-imprint ed card 
good at 3,400 locations worldwide. 
Clubs will then distribu te the cards to 
their members. 

NCCA 's Avis discount arrangement 
is not good, Leve cautioned, on the 
special unlim ited mileage programs 
periodically offered by the car rental 
firm. Th e progra m also does not include 
collision damage waiver, personal ac­
cident insurance, local taxes, inter-city 
fees or gasoline charges. Leve said that 
NCCA is in the process of developing 
other programs similar to the A vis 
program that will be of benefit to 
members of NCCA -affiliated clubs in the 
U.S. and Canada. 

Moving Up 

The Dayto n, Ohi o area Circuit 
Court s clubs have filled six man agement 
positions through two promotions and 
four new employees. 

Michael Parente has been named 
manager of Dayton Circuit Court s North 
(1497 Shoup Mill Road). He was 
previously a recreation supervisor for the 
City of Dayton Depa rtment of 
Recreation . Karen Bolinger has been 
named assistant manager of Dayton 
Circuit Court s North . She was also 
previously employed by the City of 
Dayton Department of Recreation . 

Lisa Blake has been named manager of 
Dayton Circuit Courts South (5600 
Kentshire Drive, Kettering) . She was 
previously assistant manager of this 
facility and has been with the Circuit 
Courts since Augu st , 1978 . Tony 
Krystofic is now assistant manager of 
Dayton Circuit Courts South. He was 
previously with King Charles Realty and 
Moor e Business Forms, Inc. 

Barbara Young has been named 
manager of Dayton Circuit Court s East 
(3182 Rodenbeck Drive, Beavercreek). 
She was previously a senior program 
director for the Baytown Branch YMCA 
in Houston, Texas . Gerald Miller has 
been named assistant manager of Dayton 
Circuit Courts East. He has been em-

ployed by the club since December, 
1978 . 

Towel Tales 

Some people prefer towels em -
broidered with fancy designs or personal 
monogram s. But now there is a towel 
exclusively designed with the athlete in 
mind . It 's called the "Warm-Up 
Towel, '' and the design is-not 
flowers, or bold stripes-but, you 
guessed it , exercises. To be specific, this 
velour , bath-size towel is covered with 
28 stretching exercises. According to the 
manu factur er , Jasper Industry, lnc. , the 
design is "a sequential exercise program 
with an approximate exercise completion 
time of 8 to 10 minut es." The Jasper 
company recommends the exercise 
program as a warm-up for any athletic 
endeavor , from racquetball to volJeybalJ. 

Oh , yes, it can be used to dry off after 
a shower, too . For more information , 
contact Jasper Industry , lnc ., 123 South 
Street, Oyster Bay, N .Y. 11771; 516 -
922 -412 l. ■ 

Descriptions of new products are as 
according to information provided by the 
manufacturer; products have not been 
tested by Racquetball magazine. 
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Omega Offers Rebate 

Omega Sports , a major produce r of 
racquetball equipment , has announ ced a 
money-sav ing consumer rebate offer for 
the period of Janu ary 1 throu gh April 
15 , 198 0. Pur chasers of Om ega's "Pr o 
II " and "C entury " racqu ets , or one of 
th e new '' Series 21 '' racquets will 
rece ive a $5 check upon mailing the 
warranty registration card attach ed to 
th e racquet, along with " proof of 
pur chase" to Om ega . 

Th e purpose of this program is to 
intr oduce the un ique design and con ­
stru ction of Om ega racquets to ad­
diti onal thou sands of racquetball players , 
accordin g to the manufa ctur ers. 

The offer will be advertised in Peopl e 
magazine , Sports II/us/r ated and Sport 
magazine , as well as th e variou s 
racquetball publi cation s and local and 
regional media . 

For mor e inform ation, cont act Omega 
Sport s, 10850 M etro Court, Mar yland 
Heights, Mo . , 630 43. 800 -32 5-4025 . 

Tighten Up 

With the energy sque eze getting more 
criti cal almost daily , everyon e is looking 
for ways to conserve . Ted Jablon ski, Jr . , 
president of Continent al Racquetball · 
Court s of Oakland, Calif., is one of tho se 
who has succeeded - in a big way. In 
fact, Jablonski ' s energy conservation 
methods at his club were so impr essive , 
he recently receiv ed an award 
recognizing his succe ss. Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company cited Jablon ski's club 
for it s ''compreh e nsive energy 
management program that reduc ed total 
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gas and electrical use as well as electrical 
demand. '' 

Upon receiving the award , Jablonski 
comm ented , " Ut ility bills are one of ou r 
major fixed costs . We have been able to 
reduce our util ity bills by up to 50 per 
cen t when compared to other , simil ar 
facilities. Thi s means we have saved 
$8, 00 0 to $9 ,000 this year, and the 
energy control system will pay for itself 
appro ximately 10 month s after in­
stallation .'' 

Th e methods Jablonski used to save on 
energy costs in his club includ ed a special 
lens arrangement with high int ensity 
discharge court lightin g which allowed 
him to use fewer light fixtu res; 
upgrading th e insulation in the walls and 
ceilings of the court s; use of a heat 
recoverin g cloth es dryer system and the 
install ation of a Progr amable Controll er 
energy manage m ent sys te m . T he 
system , made by Hon eywell , contro ls 
the hour s of use of lightin g, heatin g, 
ventil at ion and air condit ionin g in th e 
bu ilding. In addition, the Contr oller also 
control s the magnitud e of th e electrical 
demand . 

Th e energy manag ement system was 
designed and installed by Nova Systems 
of Point Richmond, Calif., followin g a 
complete energy audit and analysis of 
Contin ent al 's potenti al electri cal and gas 
usage. 

Nova Syst e ms is a con sultin g 
engineer ing firm that spec ializes in all 
aspects of energy man agement includin g 
system evaluations, design and in ­
stallation. They have inst alled successful 
program s in restaurants, manufacturing 
facilities and local gov ernm ent building s . 

For more inform ation, cont act Gary 
Agnitsch or John Wund erlich at Nova 

System s , 39 Washin gton Avenue , Point 
Richm ond, Calif., 4 15-233 -9833 . 

Court Club Report A vailab/e 

Wo r ld Co ur t C lu bs Association 
(WCCA ) . an organization of court club~ 
based in Scotl dale, Ariz ., ha publi hed 
a compu teriz ed report analyzing the 
growLh and development of comm ercial 
racquetball clubs in the U nited States. 

Th e 33-page repo rt was developed in 
cooperation with Dr. Joseph Bannon, 
head of th e Departm ent of Leisure 
Studies at th e Univ ers ity of Illinois, and 
Phill ip Rose , an administrativ e as istant 
in the leisur e studi es departm ent. Th e 
report was comp iled from a seven-page 
qu estio nn ai re se n t to co mmercial 
racquetball fac ilities that have been in 
opera tion a year or more. Th ough the 
re turn rate for the mailing was only 17 .4 
per cen t (89 questionna ires returned out 
of a total of 4 54) , the survey never­
the less yielded a nu mber of interesting 
results . 

It revealed , for examp le, that 43 per 
cent of all racquetba ll players per club 
responding were adul t males between the 
ages of 19 to 3 5 , and 22 per cent of 
players in that age category were adult 
fema les. Thi s indicates , according to the 
WCCA , "t he predo minance of the 
modern , comp arativ ely youn g age group 
in racquetball, and a need to provide a 
club atmo sphere and sense of belonging 
tha t will appe al to them specifically." 

Th e report also bore out a growing 
trend among court clubs to diversify the 
services th ey offer members, including 
such measur es as bout ique pro shops, 
laundr y se rv ice and sp ecial dues 
stru ctur es ta ilore d to both the frequent 
club user and the spo radic attending 
member . 

Th e five top problem areas of club 
operations ident ified by the st udy were: 
Inconsistent cour t occ upancy rates , 
equipm ent br eakdown or malfunction , 
Jack of compr ehensive programmin g, 
comp etition from oth er racquetball clubs 
and high employee turn over . 

Oth er problems identifi ed were a lack 
of qualified management personnel, 
towel thefts, inconsistent pro shop sales, 
lack of use of non -racquetball activities 
and inadequ ate accoun ting procedu res. 

Th e repo rt is avai lable for $50 from 
World Court Clubs Assoc iation , 8303 E. 
Thom as Road, Scottsdale, Ari z. , 8525 1. 
The executiv e director of the WCCA , 
incidentally , is Mort Leve, who founded 
th e Nation al Court Clubs Associatio n 
(NCCA ) now headed by his son , Chucj; 



... 

THE IDEA 

he hands. 
Above all else, that's 

what one notices first 
about the man: the huge , strong, calloused hands. They 
seem to practically enve lop everything they touch, 
making a handshake with him more an act of faith than a 
greeti ng- faith that one's own puny appendage will 
emerge from that bear -like gr ip more or less inta ct . These 
aren't the pampered hands of a bureaucrat, a paper 
pusher who uses his hands for nothing more strenuous 
than dialing a telephone or scribbl ing a quick note to the 
accountin g department. No, these are the kind of hands 
that one would expect to find adjusting the carbur etor of 
an automobile, or wrapped around the tiller of a sailboat. 
They are hands that are accustomed to gettin g dirty, in­
deed, hands that are probably most comfortable when 
they ' re smea red with grease or oil or sawdust or 
whatever . They are the hands of a skilled mechanic, a 
tink ere r, a builder, a doer . Bud Leach is all of these 

By Larry Conley 
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Loach (second from left) seems r,aht &I home amidst tho noise and bustle of a gi:Jnt sports show - as ,I he belongod there A nd well he mlQht Fo rovor the years , he hos bocn Involved 
w,rh a van'oty of spart s. 

things , and his hands reveal that fact more clearly than 
any resume ever could. 

lf you participat e in sports , chances are you owe a lot to 
Bud Leach and his hands. Because Leach is that rarity 
among men: an individual who has the creativity to 
conceive an idea, and the practical know-how to trans ­
form that idea into a workable product. This com­
bination of talents has helped Leach leave his mark on a 
wide range of sports , producing everything from golf 
clubs to water skis, tennis racquets to archery equipment. 
But perhaps most importantly, Leach is one of a handful 
of individuals whose contributions to racquetball can 
truly be called significant, even-dare we say it?­
revolutionary. These contributions include development 
and manufacture of a plastic racquet that was the 
forerunner of many of the racquets on the market today, 
and the founding of a company-Leach Industries-that 
is now one of the biggest producers and sellers of 
racquetbalJ racquets in the country. 

· 'Bud Leach was one of the innovators and leaders in 
racquetball, particularly during the early '70s," says 
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Luke St. Ong e, executiv e director of the Am erican 
Amat eur Racquet ball Association, who was just gett ing 
into racquet ball himself during that period. "The racquet 
he introduced then, and the mark et ing strategy he 
employed, was something new and different; ther e had 
never been anything like it in racqu etball before. Frankly, 
it helped populariz e the sport.'' 

It's easy to overstate this case, of course , to make too 
much of Leach's influence on racquetball. Indeed, 
Leach's detractors (and there are som e) complain that 
Leach himself is often guilty of this - of claiming, in 
effect, to have invented the wheel and of being 
singlehand edly responsibl e for the major innovations in 
racquetball technology. Leach's competitors in the 
marketplac e (which now includ e, strang ely enough, 
Leach Industries) are especialJy scornfu l of this claim. 

Yet , when all the inter -company squabbling is said and 
done, one inescapable fact remains. Durin g the early '70s, 
when racquetball was still in its infancy, Bud Leach took a 
number of steps that had a profound impact on the sport, 
the effects of which are still felt today. Coup le this with 
the fact that Bud Leach, the man, is a rema rkably -even 



incredib ly-diverse individual, and what emerges is 
clearly one of the most unusual, intriguing and color ful 
figures in the racquetball world. 

It's 11=30 a.m. 
on the first day 

of the 51st Annual 
Na tional Sporting Goods Association (NSGA) Con ­
vent ion and Show. Standing in front of the Olympian 
(manufacturers of racquetb all products) booth, on the 
ground floor of the mam moth McCormick Place 
convention hall in Chicago, Bud Leach is plying his 
wares. A coup le from Taiwan have dropped by the 
booth and Leach is showing them his latest racquet 
creat ion . Speaking quietly but persuasively, he talks 
knowl edgeab ly about stringing techniques, material s and 
manufacturing process es. He even bends one racquet over 
his knee to demonstrate its flexibility. It 's unclear 
whether the T aiwanese have come to buy or ju st to look, 
but it is obvious that they are enraptur ed with Leach 's 
presentation . 

On eith er side of the Olympian booth , and on the two 
floors above it , ther e are the myriad sights and sound s of a 
gigantic trad e show in progre ss. M anu facturers from 
across the country have descended upon Chicago for this 
event , one of the largest such trade shows of the year. 
Every imaginab le sports product - and even some 
unim aginable ones - is on display here: basketballs, 
football , baseba lls, racquetba lls, hunting knives , rifles, 
archery equipment, water skis, canoes, wrist bands, 
goggles and eve rything in between. It 's a sports junkie's 
paradi se. 

Conversing freely in front of the Olympian booth, 
occasiona lly greeting passersby, Leach seems right at 
hom e amidst this cornucop ia of sports hardware-as if he 
belonged here. And well he might. For ove r the course of 
his 52 years, Leach has been personally involv ed, in one 
way or another, with a variety of sports. He is on a first 
nam e basis with many of the buyers and exhibito rs at the 
NSGA show. Some of them have worked with him at 
various times ; others have worked for him. Indeed, 
Leach 's success in the sports world, as both a 
businessman and athlete, has been extraordinary. Con ­
sider: 

• He is a five-time World Champion water skier. 
• He has set record times in midget race cars. 
• An accomp lished scuba diver , Leach has also 

designed various equipm ent for underwater filming. 
• He was a developer of the compos ite (made from 

different materials) wat er ski. 
• He has developed and manufactured various types of 

composite archery equipment. 
The list could go on and on, for Leach has dabbled in all 

kinds of sports. This includes everything from 
manufacturing carbon tennis racquet s and golf shafts, to 
racing boats and playing ice hockey. Like many of the 
products he has made over the years , Leach too is a 
composite-a man of many parts, a sports version of the 
Renaissance man. 

But it is in racquetball that Leach has had perhaps his 
most endurin g success. Oddly enough , when he first got 
into the manufac turin g end of the sport, it was virtually 
by default. You see, he was looking for work. 

''I was in the aircraft industry during the Vietnam 
War," Leach explains, his massive hands clasped around 
one knee in a quiet corner of the McCormick Place press 
room, where he has gone for an interview with a reporter. 
'' And as the war de-escalated, it was getting harder and 
harder to find work [ as an instrument designer]; it was 
getti ng more and more competi tive. So l decided to jump 
back into the spo rtin g goods business. 

'' I looked at a number of products , looking for a 
product to make. One of the products was a racquetball 
racquet. Racquetb all racquets then were made out of 
wood, and stee l , strung with metal string s ... Aluminum 
racquets were just s tar ting to come out then, too .. . And 
I saw an aluminum racquet in a sport ing goods store for, if 
I remember correctly, $36.95. I thought that was a 
terr ibly high price for a racquet . And I didn't see any 
reason why the racquet couldn 't be made out of plastic." 

So, in 1971 , leach set out to do just that: develop a 
plastic racquet. It wasn 't easy; no one had undertaken such 
an enterpri se before and there were no guidelines to 
follow. Consequ ently, Leach made up the rules as he went 
along . Indeed, his first plastic racquet was a simple two · 
piece affair that Leach glued together by hand, because his 
machines weren't big enough to cast a whole racquet at 
one time. 

Finally, after weeks of experim entation , leach had 
what he thought was a workable model of a plastic 
racquet. He went looking for a sponsor, figuring to offer 
this hot new product to one of the existing sports 
manufacturers. The first company he approached was a 
major manufacturer of other sports products that had 
recently broken into the racquetball market. The com­
pany turned h im down. The future of racquetball 
racquets , they said, was in wood - not plastic. 

"So I thought if that 's the case, we'll just start selling 
racquets ourselves," leach says with a smile, recalling 
the birth of leach Industries. • 'So we started out by using 
the telephone. We'd sell racquets [ove r the phone] and 
guara nt ee that if they didn't like the racquet, they could 
send it back, no cha rge . And if they liked it, they kept 
it.'' 

Needless to say, more people kept the new plastic 
racquets than returned them . And thus the Age of Plastic 
dawned in racquetball. 

The effect of th is innovation on racquetball was , in a 
word, stunn ing. T hou gh it was really a relatively simple 
idea, compa red to what had existed before it the plastic 
racque t seemed like the answer to a racquetball player's 
prayers . It was light er than most racquets available at the 
time, more flexible and offered much better control of the 
ball. Plus-and this was a big plus - it was cheaper than 
just about anything else on the market. In short, the 
plastic racquet offered a racquetball player the two things 
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he valued most in a racquet: better playability at a lower 
price. It was just the shot in the arm the young sport 
needed at that critical juncture in its development. 

Even today, some 10 years later, the effects of Bud 
Leach's simple idea can still be felt. Many major racquet 
manufacturers continue to offer at least one line of plastic 
or fiberglass racquets, which are in essence a kind of 
plastic racquet. Such racquet s are still strong sellers, 
particularly among beginning players. For years, many of 
the top players in the country-pro and amateur-played 
with some form of plastic racquet. (Pro player Steve 
Keeley, in fact , was so impressed with one of Leach's 
original plastic racquets that he has offered to trade a new 
Leach Industries' racquet for one of the old, since ­
discontinued models.) The plastic racquet may even have 
partly helped attract more women to racquetball, since it 
represented the continuation of a move-begun with the 
introduction of aluminum racquets - towards the lighter 
racquets women preferred . 

Naturally, the success of plastic racquets led to similar 
success for the budding Leach Industries. With Bud Leach 
as president , the company gradually evolved from a mere 
collection of telephones into one of the giants of the 
racquetball indu stry . 

During most of this period of growth and develop· 
ment, Bud Leach remained at the helm of Leach 
Industries as company president. Then, in 1977, the 
company received what is generally regarded as the 
ultimate measure of success in the business world : a 
merger bid from one of America's corporate giants . In 
that year , Bud Leach sold his interest s in Leach Industries 
for a reported $3. 5 million in Colgate-Palmolive stock , 
ending his association with the company he founded. 
With the enormous assets of Colgate -Palmolive behind it, 
and with Charlie Drake (who had been with the company 
since 1972) as chief executive officer of Colgate's new 
Leach division, Leach Indu stries continued to prosper. 

But the end of Bud Leach' s association with Leach 
Industries did not mean an end to his activity in 
racquetball. Earlier, for example, he had had a hand in the 
founding of Aldi la, Inc., another manufacturer of 
racquetball equipment. Recently , he signed on as a special 
consultant with the Wilson Sporting Goods Company, 
providing advice and expertise in the field of product 
development. 

Nowadays, however, much of Leach's energy is 
devoted to his latest venture, Olympian Sports Products, 
Inc. Leach started the company about a year ago, and it is 
clearly where his heart lies. Last year, Leach says, the 
company "busted the million-dollar mark" in sales well 
before he anticipated , and he expects to double that in 
1980. As an example of just how well Olympian is doing, 
Leach points to a deal he says the company recently 
clinched with the J. C. Penney Co., to stock Olympian 
racquets in its nationwide chain of stores. 

What Olympian does, primarily, is manufacture 
racquetball racquets. The company offers a number of 
fiberglass, aluminum and graphite racquets, many of 
which bear that personal Bud Leach touch. One fiberglass 
racquet, for example, is called the "Original," and it is 
basically a more durable version of the first plastic racquet 
Leach made many years ago. A number of players had 
requested a return to his old racquet design, Leach says, 
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because "that has always been a fantastic racquet. .. We 
feel that it is the original plastic racquet . And it ' s still the 
best playing racquet in the world. '' 

Leach also plans a few new wrinkle s at Olympian. One 
of them is a bite-sized racquet designed especially for 
junior players . A sample of the racquet was tucked away 
under the counter of Olympian 's booth at the NSGA 
show, but Leach says the company plans to begin 
marketing the smaller racquet soon . Th ere's also what 
Leach describes as his new " trampoline and suspension 
system " racquet. Basically, this is a racquet which is 
strun g from the inside, instead of looping the str ings 
through holes drilled in the frame of the racquet. Leach 
says this different strin ging techn ique makes for better 
control of the ball and a harder shot . 

Yet , while Leach is forging ahead with his new un· 
dertakin g at Olym pian , specters from the past continu e to 
haunt him. For ther e 's anoth er side to this story that 
must be told, a sub-plot in effect which can only be 
described as Th e Stran ge Case of Leach vs. Leach. 

You see , Bud Leach founded Leach Indu stries, but he 's 
no longer there. So , while Leach Indu stries is still '' Leach 
Indu stri es , " it' s not really Leach (as in Bud) industries. 
It 's all quite confusing , but essentially what it adds up to 
is that Bud Leach now finds him self in the unu sual 
position of being in direct market competiti on with a 
company he start ed. Thi s situation , at least according to 
Leach, makes the people at Leach Industri es-a nd par­
ticularly Charli e Drake- very nervous. 

" I think that we [Olympian Produ cts] worry them, " 
Leach says, choosing his words carefully , "s o they throw 
stumbling blocks in front of us from tim e to tim e . .. 
Charlie Drake throws tournament s across the street on 
the same date that I throw tourn aments at my club (in 
Provo, Utah), and so on and so forth. But that 's just 
flaunting Colgate' s money. That doesn't impress me and 
that doesn't bother me . . . We've made a very good mark 
in the field, we ' ve taken a lot of business from them and 
they' re very concerned .'' 

Charlie Drak e , meanwhile, not only denies throwin g 
"stumbling blocks"in front of Olympian, but claims to 
be only vaguely aware of the company's existence or even 
of Leach ' s connection with it. " His [Leach 's] present 
status in the industry I'm not familiar with,' ' Drak e says 
at first , later recalling that ''th e last time I saw Bud was 
when I walked up to the Olympian booth [at the NSGA 
show] and picked up three pieces of literature.'' Drake 
emphasizes that this action was just a routine ''m atter of 
course, standard procedure for us at all the trade shows, '' 
and that he has had no direct contact with Leach for 
almost three years. 

Drake also tends to downplay Leach's personal con· 
tribution to the design of racquets produc ed ~y Leach 
Industries during the period when Leach was still 
president of the company. ''If any one person in the 
country deserves credit for building into our racquets a 
unique styling or design,'' Drake maintains, ' ' it would 
be Charles Brumfield.'' Brumfield has been a consultant 
with Leach Industries since the company' s early days. 

As for any potential competition represent ed by 
Olympian ... well, Charlie Drake is a man of few words , 
and he has even fewer words to say on this subject . He 
does break ranks on one issue, however, which has to do 



with an Olympian ad currently making the rounds. The 
ad, headlined '' Bud Is Back,' ' credits Leach with '' most 
of the sport's innovations . . . '' ''That's an ad­
vertisement," Drake insists, " in the same way I ad­
vertise products ... it 's an ad , and that 's all it is-a n 
ad.'' 

Th e whole point of this shadowy non -dispute - the 
crux of the issue, if you will- is simple : the Leach name . 
Jt 's a name that comma nds considerable respect and 
recognition in the racquetball world , and both Bud Leach 
and Leach Indu stries have a vested interest in it . Both 
companies, in fact, are very concerned about making a 
clear distinction between the ''Leach'' in Olympian 
Products and the "Leach" in Leach Jndu tries. "We 
want to be known as a separate company," Leach ex ­
plains. " We want the nam e Olympian to dominate . . . 
And whatever [ compa ny J name that I use in business , I 
like people to know that Bud Leach is a part of it. Because 
people know of my talents.' ' 

On e final irony here. For years, Leach Industri es' San 
Diego headquarters was located on Kearney Villa Road, 
in buildings that were (and still are) owned by Bud Leach. 
Recently , both Leach Jndustries and Olympian Product s 
moved into new quarters in San Diego . Olympian 's new 
address: Kearn ey Villa Road. 

he clock is tick-
ing towards 2 p.Ill. 

in the McCormick 
Place press room, and Bud Leach is get ting anxious. He 
has a meeting scheduled with some potential buyers and 
he shows signs of wanting to terminate the interview. But 
as the conversat ion moves away from talk of racquets and 
rivalrie s to mor e personal matters, Leach seems to loosen 
up a bit. Gradually, he warms to the idea of talking about 
him self, leaning back in his chair with his arms crossed, 
obviously pleased at the chance to tell his own story. 

And it is certain ly one hell of a story. Here is a man 
who has done so many different things, and been suc ­
cess ful at so many things, that the mind boggles at the 
prospect of it. As a businessman, he has manufactured 
everyt hing from radio tran smitto rs for tuna boats to 
fiberglass trays and lam ps, not to mention a whole range 
of sports products. As an engineer, he has fashioned 
delicate tools and designed instrumentation for some of 
the biggest names in the aircraft industry , and even di~ 
work on gyroscopes for missile guidance systems . He 1s 
also a qualified pilot, and still flys his own plane. 

Leach has accomplished all this without the benefit of a 
formal college education, though he has taken a number 
of college level courses in engineering. And-what's even 
more remarkable - throughout his various business ven­
tures, Leach has generally managed to remain his own 

man, an independent businessman responsible only to 
himself. In an age of clock punchers, assembly lines and 
''company men,'' Bud Leach has remained his own boss. 

Now, sitting in the suddenly noisy press room listening 
to Leach explain his personal working style, his 
philosophy of racquet making, one begins to understand 
why he has always shunned the nine -to-five routine. For 
it becomes clear that, for this man, working within the 
confines of a bureacratic system would be an intolerable 
experience. 

"You know, some of the bigger companies get so 
technically oriented, and they get so many enginee rs, and 
they get such a big budget, that they make a project out of 
designing somethi ng ," Leach says. "So it comes out a 
Rube Goldberg (product), rather than somet hing simple, 
uniqu e and very playable at a good price ... 

" The bureacracy gets into the thing. And everybody 
has to pass on a different picture. And you design it and 
redesign it , design and redesign, and you design it to 
death. And as a result , instead of this being a $29.95 
[racquet], it 's a $59 .95 item . Because they've put so 
much money into tooling and redoing and redoing. 
That 's absurd . .. Th e simple ideas , the inexpensive to 
manufacture ideas, are usu ally the greater ideas." 

This from a man whose very stock in trade is ideas. 
And in a way, this aversion to bureacracy helps explain 
why Leach has tried so man y things , been involved in so 
many businesses. Part of it is the profit motive, of course; 
build a business up and then se.ll it for a profit. But one 
also gets the impression-and it's just a hunch-that 
Leach becomes, frankly, bored with a venture after 
awh ile. And that after the challenge of conceiving an idea 
and etting it into motion is over, he becomes restless; 
his mind moves on to other areas, other ideas. One comes 
away feeling, in short, tha t Bud Leach is not a man to be 
bogged down with details, preferring to leave such 
matters to the technici ans, the bureacrats. 

But perhaps the most accurate assessme nt of Leach 
comes from the man himself. Consider, for example, the 
following exchange between Leach and a reporter, as Bud 
Leach expounds on a subject he knows more about than 
anybody - namely, Bud Leach: 

Questio11: Tell me , between hotels [Leach has a 
financial interes t in two] , racquetb all clubs, [racquet) 
designing, and all the other thing s that you do, how 
would you describe yourself? Wh en you fill out your 
income tax form . .. what do you put in that little space 
marked 'occupation?' 

A 11swer: .. . It falls under entrep reneur, I guess. 
Q11estio11: You see yourself as an entrepreneur? 
A11swcr: I think I have to. I mean, that's the ex-

planation of the word, isn't it ? You' re doing a lot of 
different things , things that you like, things that you' re 
capable of. 

Q11eslio11: Obviously, you enjoy it. 
Answer: I love it. 
And with that , Leach rises. ending the interview . It's 

time to get back to doing his thing - making his contacts . 
pitching his products, selling his ideas, in a word, 
"entrepreneuring. " It's an act ivity that Leach has been 
at for a long time, and one at which he's very, very good. 
Bud Leach, the sportsman, the salesman, the 
businessman - Bud Leach, the idea man. • 
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EXTRA EVENT ------ -- ----------- Lou,slana M,ss,ss,pp( Kentucky. Puerto Rico 
■ PARTNER'S NAME(ifapp llc abl e) ____________ Mid Al/antic Region: Dotawa,e. Virgin,;,, West Vvg,n/J. Ma,yland. ■ 

Wash,ng ton. D C . Nonh Carolina 
■ ENTR Y DEADLINE : Northeastern Region: Ma,ne Massachusc/ls, Rhode ls/Jnd. Vermonl ■ 

Po stmark ed Frid ay. April 1 8, 1 980. S 1 O fee for lat e entr ies i f Conncci,cw. New Hampsh11e 

■ accepted . ■ 
■ -------------------------- ■ 

■ A PLAYER MAY ENTER ONLY ONE CHAMPIONSHIP EVENT . IF A PLAYER PLAYS TWO EVEN TS, THE = 
■• SECOND EVENT MAY BE ONLY AN EXTRA EVENT (NON - CHAMPIONSHIP- i. e. , Doubl es, etc .) ■ 

A MINIMUM OF SIX (6) ENTRANTS MUST PARTICIPATE IN AN EVENT IN ORDER FOR THE WINNER 
■ OF THE EVENT TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR ½ ROUND TRIP COACH AIR FARE TO THE NA TIONA L AMAT EUR ■ 
■ CHAMP I ONSHIPS At THE SPORTROOMS IN CORAL GABL ES, FLORIDA. ■ 

■ ■ ■ (This entry blank is to be used for all Regionals. Check page 19 for specif ic inf ormat ion related to your ■ 
Regional .) ■ 

■ DETACH THIS PAGE WITH YOUR ENTRY FEE AND MAIL TO: 
■ Th e addr ess listed fo r yo ur Regional . ■ 
■ CHECK SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO: The name of your Regio nal (i.e. Northwestern Reg ional, Mid ■ 
■ Atl anti c Regi onal, etc.) ■ = NAM E (PLEASE PRIN T) __ _ _ -~AARA CAR D EXP/RATION DA TE ___ ___ = 
■ A DDRESS - - ·-- - -- ---- ___ --- -- -- ■ 

■ CITY, S TATE, ZIP ___ ______ ■ = BUSIN ESSPHON E ___ ___ HOMEP HONE _____ _______ = 
■ I he reby, for myse lf, my heirs, executors and administrators , waive and release any and all rights and claims ■ 
■ for dam ages I may have against the Am ericam Amateu r Rac quetball Associati on, its affiliated clubs and the ir ■ 
■ resp ec tive agents , repr ese ntativ es, succes so rs and assig ns for any and all injuries which may be suffered by ■ 
■ me in conne ction with my participatio n in Regi onal or Nati onal tourna ments . ■ 

■ DA TE _____ SIGNA TURE (parent or g uar dian if appl,cant is a minor) ._ _______ _____________ ■ 
■ • 
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■••···· 
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AARA REGIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Northe aste rn Region 
Play Off Racquetball Club 
1 5 Catamore Blvd . 
East Providence , RI 
Tourn ament Director: Paul 
Hennckson 617 - 754 -6073 
Mai l Entries To: Paul 
Henrickson , 20 Oakes St., Mill· 
bury , MA 01527 
*Housing: Hearth Stone Motor 
Inn, Seekonk, MA , 617-336 -
8700 
Extra Event s: Men 's and 
Women 's B Single s, Men 's and 
Women 's C Single s, Men 's 
Open Doubles 

Eastern Region 
Wmnln g Walls Racquetball Club 
300 Boston Post Road 
Port Chester , NY 105 73 
914 -939 -5000 
Tournament Director : Al 
Selle /man 516-288 - 1448 
Mai l Entr ies To: Al Seile lman, 
P. O. Box 1 722 , West Hampton 
Bea ch, NY 119 78 
Extra Events : Men's and 
Women 's B Singles, Men 's and 
Women 's C Singles, Open 
Doubles 

Western Region 
The Center Court s 
8141 O 'RionS/ . 
Van Nu ys, CA 91406 
Tournament Director : Bruce 
Radford 213 · 786 -6216 
Mail Entries To: Bruce Radford , 
c / o The Cen ter Cour ts (see 
address above) 

Hou si ng : Holiday Inn, 8244 
O'Rion St., Van Nuys , CA 91406 
213 -989 -5010 
Extra Events: Mixed Doubles 
Upper Division. Mixe d Doubles 
Lower Division . Men 's A Singles, 
Men's and Women's B Singles, 
Men's and Women 's C Singles, 
Men 's and Women 's Novice 
Smgl es, Men 's and Women 's 
Beg inner Novice , Men 's and 
Women 's Open Double s, Men's 
Senior B Singles , Men 's Senior 
Double s, Men' s A Doubl es, Men 's 
B Doubles, Men 's C Doubles 

Mid Atlantic Region 
The Sports Illus trated Club 
5501 7 7 Center Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28210 
Tournament Director: Paul 
Saperste in 919-889-2001 
Mail Entries To: Paul 
Saperstein , c l o Concept Plaslic s, 
P. 0 . Box 8 4 7, High Point, NC 
2726 1 
Housing: Ramada Inn 704 -527 -
3000 ; Motel "6" 704 -527 -0230 ; 
Howard John son's 704-525· 
6220 ; Holiday Inn 704 -525-8350 
Extra Events: Men 's and 
Women 's Open Doubles, Men's 
and Wom en 's B Singles 

Northwestern Region 
Eastern Washington University 
Cheney , WA 99004 
Tournament Director : Pat 
Whitehil/ 509-359 -2 406 
Mail Entries To: Pal Whitehill 
(c l o address above) 

Housing : Available at the Univer ­
sity, Contac t: Workshop s and 
Conferences , 509 -359 -2406 
Extra Events : Men's and 
Women's Open Doubles , B 
Doubles , Men's and Women's 
B Singles , Men 's and 
Women's C Singl es, • ·Jun iors 
15 and Under Boy s and 
Girls, Junior s 13 and Under Boys 
and Girls , Jun iors 10 and Under 
Boys and Girls 
• • These are cons idered 
extra events because sepa rate 
Junior Reg ionals will be held m 
order lo receive air travel to 
s eparate Junior Nationals 

Midwestern Reg ion 
The Glass Court Racquet Club 
830 E. Roosevelt Rd. 
Lombard, IL60148 
Tournament Director : Ray 
Mitchell 312 -7 45-9400 
Mail Entries To: Ray M itchell, 
5724 W. Diversy, Chicago , IL 
60639 
•Housing: Holiday Inn, 1250 
Roosevelt Road , Glen Ellyn, IL 
60137 , 312 -629 -6000 
Ext ra Events: Men 's and 
Women's A , B, C, D, E; Men 's and 
Women's Doubles : Open, A, B, C, D; 
Mixed Doubles Advanced , Mixed 
Double s Intermediate 

Southern Region 
Courtsouth 
1500 54th Street 
Columbus, GA 31904 

nn 
Jtra-blue 

Tournament Director: Jim Cullen 
404-256-2120 
Mail Entries To: Jim Cullen, c l o 
Courtsouth-Marietta , 1990 Delk 
Industr ial Blvd ., Mar ietta, GA 
30060 
Housing: Hof/day Inn · Airport 
404 -324 -0231 
Extra Events: Men 's Open 
Doubles , Men's and Women 's 
B Singles, Men's B Doubles, Men's 
and Women's C Singles, Women's 
Open Doubles 

Southwestern Region 
Executive Park Athletic Club 
2233 N. Academy Pl. 
Colorado Spnngs , CO 80909 
Tournament Director : George 
Dwyer 303-598 -0963 
Mail Entries To: Executive Park 
Athletic Club (above address) 
Attn : AARA Southwestern 
Regionals 
Special Note: Entry fee of $20 
first event. entry deadline is 
Apr il 16, 1980-no refund after 
deadline 
Housing : Best Western Palmer 
House Motor Inn 800-528 -12 34 
Single : Discount 20 per cent , 
Double - Discount 1 8 per cent, if 
current AARA card is presented 
at reservation desk OR Sheraton 
Motor Inn 800 -325 -3535 , Smgte -
Discount 35 per cent. Double · 
Discount 32 per cen t, if current 
AARA card is presented at 
reservation desk 

• indicate '·Racquetball 
tournament " for discount 

Official Ball for the 19B0 
Regional and National 

Cha,npionships 
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APRIL 18., 19., 20., 1980 
American Amateur Racquetball Asso ciation"s 

1980 INTERCOLLEGIATE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

SITE : 
Quail Valley Racquetb all Club 
2 716 Cypre ss Poi nt 
Missouri City . TX 77459 
(Houston) 
ELIGIB ILIT Y: 
See accompany ing Offic ial AARA Intercoll egiate Rules 
DIV ISIONS : 
Men ·s 1. 2 and Double s 
Men 's Team 
Wom en's 1, 2 and Doubl es 
Women 's Team 
Men's and Women 's Team 
ENTRY FEE: 
$15 .0 0 per player , limit on e e vent no. 1 singles, no. 2 singl es and 
doubles-entr y fee inc lud es members hip in AARA for three month s. 
DEADLINE : 
POSTMARKED Apr il 11, 1980 NO EXCEPTIONS 
Entr y fee and el/gib ili ty letter(see Rule 3 , No. 1) mu st acc ompany 
entr y 
TOURNAMENT DIREC TOR: 
Larry Lile s (90 1-454- 280 7) 
Luke SI. Onge (901 · 761 · 11 72) 
HOUSING : 
The Dunf ey Hotel 
7000 S. W. Freeway 
Hou ston, TX 7703 6 
7 13 · 771 - 1 1 31 ask for Donna Brown and ind icate you are with 
Int er colleg iate Racquetball for disco unt room rate 
Play beg ins at 3 :00 p.m. on Fr iday, Apr il 18, 1 980 
OFFICIAL BAL L: Penn Ultra -blu e 
TOURNAMENT SHIRT A WARDED TO ALL PLAYERS 
HOSPITALITY BEGINS WITH LUNCH ON Friday , Apr /I 18t h 
through Lunch on Sund ay, April 20th . 

RUL E ON E- MATR ICULA TI ON 
No one shall p..1.r11c,pn10 ,n any 1n1crcolle 9 ,a1e racquetball con test unless he 1s a bona 

hdc m.Jtncutat eci stud ent 01 an acc red ited unrvcrsily or co llege {not business collcge . traoe 
sc hool o lc ) and ,s rcgul ar1y enrolled and dong full work as define d by the rcgulahons o l the 
anshluti on at wh ich he 1s enroUed 

RULE TWO - PAR T ICIPA TIO N 
t Particip atio n in 1nt ercoll egQ te racquetball shall be 1,m1tod to four vars,ty year s over a 

pcnod of ftve consec uhve college years coun11no lrorn I.he dal e ol ma1ncula11on 
2 In the eva nt of a s tud enrs regular at1endance be,ng Vllern.ip ted by m1l1tary serv,ce 

,n any of the arm ed forces. h is perio d o l chg1b 1hty shall be frve years exclusive of hts per iod ol 
m1hlary sc rvree. excep t for lhe yea rs In whic h, during his m,htary se rv1Cc, he may have 
represe nted an educDl iona l ns lll u l ion 

3 Fres hmen are el:glb le for vars,ty compc1111on ,n racque1ball Wo me n arc chg101e 
4 Transfer st udc n1s or grad uates from a 1unior college may con tinue lhc lf racquetball 

compc111,on Wllhou l co mplying w ilh the one -year re siden ce ru le To tal yea rs of compe1111on 
shall not excee d four ye ars 

5 No pro fcSSK>nal racque 1ball player shall oe permitted to com peie ,n any 1111crcoll cg"'1e 
toumamen1 How eve r. in acco rd w ,1h 1ntercolleg,a 1e leg 1sIa11on o l 197 4, p,o fess,onahsm in 

any o ther soo rt shall no t preclude compc111,on 1n racque tball as long as 1he player maintains 
amaleur standing 11"1 1he six>rt or racQue1baU 

RULE THR EE- TOURNAMENT S 
1 Ehg1b1l,1y o f par tic ,pants shall be vo r1l1ed pr ior 10 1ho 1ournamen 1 by letl er from !he 

Off tee o f the Dean ot Admissions or Reg istrar to the lournamen t d1rcclor , w11h the 
schOO seal otftxed. 

2. Teams shan consisl of four players from 1he same ,nsl,tulion: teams cannot com · 
pns e pla yers from d 1fl eren 1 sc hools ,n the same system (exampl e. Unrver s11y ol Texas- Au st,ri. 
Ar11ng 1on and El Paso ca m:>uses}. Members of a doubles team must be from 1he same 
ms1Itut1on 

3 A team of fou r shall consis t o l one player in C lass No 1 Singles . ono player ,n Class 
No 2 Singles and one doubles team No playe r may compete in more than ono oven , 

4 . Scori ng s hall be as lolows 
Placemen t • The champion of each even t shall recerve 1 O pow,ts. runner -up 7 po ints , 

th, d place 4 pconts. tour th place 2 pcin ts 
Ad vanc emen t • A play e r shall recerve two pot111s tor eac h matc h won , exce pt thal no 

ad vance ment pof'll S shall be aw arded 10 the w inner of the cha mpionship linal s. or the lhr'd 
pla ce malc h A lorle it or an injury default shall be consi dered a matc h w on One point 
shaU be aw arded 10 a player rec eiv ing a bye, ,1 he w ins h is. nex l matc h . 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• = OFFICIAL ENTRY BLANK : 
■ Men· Enter me In LJ No. 1 Singl es O No. 2 Sing les O Doub les I 

: Wom en · Ent er me in □ No. 1 Singles O No. 2 Singles O Doubl es : 

■ I 
■ Nam e ____ _____ ___ _ __ _______ _ __ _ __ Coll ege ___ _ _________________ I 
■ Add ress-- - -- -- - -- - --- - --- - - ---- -- - - --- -- ------ I 
■ Partn er 's Nam e - ---- - ----- - -- -- - - - - --- - - --- - - - --~ .ddre ss__ _ __ ____ _____ I 
■ Ch eck ___ _ __ __ ___ _ _ if m embe rs of co llege 's four-player team No _ __ __ ____ I 
■ I hereby, fo r myse lf, my heirs , executors, and adm inistra tors, waive and relea se any and all right s and cla ims for damages I may hav e agains t I 
■ Oua,J Valley Rac quetball Club and the AAR A and their respective agen ts for any and a/I inju ries I 

= Date _ _________ Sign ature _____ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ ____________ : 

■ MAIL ALL ENTRIES TO: AARA INTERCOLLEGIA TE CHAMP IONSHIP S, 5545 M URRAY RD., SUITE 202 , MEMP HIS, TN 3811 7 ■ 

■ I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 0 M arch Racqu etball 



Starting A 
COURT CLUB 

Look Before JiJu Leap 
ndoubtedl y, when 
all the figures and 
statistics have been 
tabulated, the '70s 
will be recorded as a 
period of remark ­
able growth for rac­
quetball. Participa­

tion through the decade rose more than a 
a hundredfold to include some 10 million 
players according to the latest Nielsen 
survey . Annual sales of accessories 
(racquets balls, etc.) topped $100 
million. A pro tour was established 
which began to provide a comfortable 
living for a handful of the game's better 
players. More importantly, the '70s 
witnessed racquetball's development 
from an activity that drew the scorn of 
other racquet sports (and even the 
outright hatred of many handball en­
thusiasts) to its present position as the 
nation's fastest -growing participant 
sport. And now at the dawn of the 
l 980's, racquetball 's prospects for the 
future seem even brighter. 

But all is not quite right in this pretty 
picture of prosperity, for there are 
nagging indications that there's a darker 
side to the picture, a fly in the ointment 
so to speak. It's a relative ly minor 
problem at present, but it involves 
perhaps the most vital area of the entire 
racquetball industry : the court club . 

In the early '70s, increased demand 
quickly overtaxed existing courts. 
Entrepreneurs, many of whom didn't 
know a balance sheet from a score sheet, 
rushed to fill the void. Courts couldn't be 
constructed fast enough. No one was 
worried about the risk. After all, 

racquetball was the new thing. A quick 
buck was assured. There was nothing 
that could happen, right? 

Well , not quite. 
As the decade closed, the San Diego 

area had more than half of its 35 clubs for 
sale, many at distressed prices. In Suffolk 
County, N.Y., two clubs were being 
built within easy driving distance of two 
other clubs that could not maintain a 
cash flow. In the Chicago area, 55 clubs 
were in operation and nearly one in five 
was in trouble. St. Louis and Detroit 
were similarly saturated . 

What went wrong? 
Gordon Wead, marketing research 

director of The Court House, Inc., in 
Chicago, sees it this way: '' Racquetball is 
such great fun that at one time no one 
thought he could lose by building a club. 
Unfortunately, they have now learned 
that certain business principles cannot be 
violated . Misconceptions, even by people 
who supposedly knew what they were 
doing, were common.'' 

For example: 

• Racquetbal l is so popular that a market 
(demographic) analysis of the area 
surrounding the proposed club is not 
necessary. 

• A bigger, more impressive 
"mousetrap" will draw a bigger 
membership. 

• Normal court usage throughout the 
year is high enough to ensure an 
immediate profit when a club opens. 

• Racquetball enthusiasts, like their 
tennis counterparts, will drive as 
much as 40 minutes to play. 

According to Wead, these myths and 
many others "created a tendency to 

overlook the two most important factors 
[in building a court club]-site selection 
and facility size.'' 

S ite Carefully 

Few businesses are so fortunate as to 
claim immunity from the demands the 
marketplace puts on location. Motels and 
fast-food restaurants are near interstate 
highways for the same reason the corner 
grocery is at the comer: convenience for 
the consumers trying to be reached by 
that particular business. With 
racquetball clubs, experience has shown 
that this requirement is more stringent 
than for most businesses. Despite 
racquetball' s popularity, regular players 
tend to be from a select group: young 
(under 35), upper and middle class males 
and females who don't want to drive 
more than 15 minutes to play. 

''The common technique of locating a 
club where 250,000 people live within a 
10-mile radius simply does not work," 
says Wead. "Two hundred and fifty 
thousand people in Westchester County, 
N.Y., is not the same as 250,000 people 
in Dade County, Fla. Each community 
must be carefully analyzed to determine 
if it has a sufficient number of pro­
spective racquetball players who wil l be 
able to utilize the club throughout the 
day and not just during prime time.'' 

But locating the right spot is not easy. 
"lf I could do it over again," says 

Frank Sales, owner of the Winfield 
Racquetball Club in Windsor Locks, 
Conn., "I would have located in a 
different spot - just a few miles away -
and it would have made a big difference. 
As it was, I just built the club on my 

ByTomSlear 
Tom Stear is a free lance writer living in Connecticut. 
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Saunas, weight machines and whirlpools may enhance 
membership, but the overriding/actor is the number of courts. 

own land.'' (Winfie ld has experienced 
some rough times and only now, after 
two years of operation and as many 
changes in management , is the club's 
bottom line start ing to show a glimmer 
of hope.) 

The impressive amount of work 
required to collect and review the in ­
formation for a demographic analysis can 
be discouraging. However, this is one 
particular area where franchising may 
help . Many larger companies have 
perfected computer software that 
operates on raw U.S. Census data . The 
results are considerably more thorough 
than an individual study and relativ ely 
cheap - three to five thousand dollars. 

This analysis may confirm what was 
suspected all along , but it will not prove 
to be wasted effort. Unl ess the manager 
or owner is indepen dently wealthy, he 
must go shopping for money from in ­
dividual investors or conventional 
lending institutions, both of which will 
expect to see a thorough demographic 
analysis. 

''Investors and banks are totally 
burned out on the recreational market," 
says Chicago's Wead. "They are now 
only willing to listen to sophisticated 
businessmen with proven track records . 
These people are the very ones who will 
do a careful analysis beforehand. They 
will also know exactly what kind of 
facility they want to build.'' 

Size Very Carefully 

The level of participation by the owner 
or manager in designing a club covers a 
wide spectrum. Frank Sales, whose 
Winfield Club required no financing due 
to his accumulation of capital as a 
developer, visited only one racquetball 
club before giving general guidelines to 
his architect. Paul Gelinas, on the other 
hand, took three weeks to examine 54 
club s in the Midwest before trying to line 
up investors for his Empire One club in 
Chicopee , Mass. 

'• I noticed everything,'' he recalls . 
"From bad lighting to smelly 
bathrooms . By the time I returned, I 
knew exactly what I wanted in my 
club.'' 

Experienced owners and investors, 
however, have learned that while 
saunas, Nautiluses and Jacuzzis may 
enha_nce membership, they are not 
crucial to the bottom line. The 
overriding factor is the number of courts. 
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Even one more court than the local area 
will support, and income will have a hard 
time meetin g expenses. 

''The extra amount that must be paid 
for debt service and construction for 
underutilized courts is oftentimes the 
determining factor," says Wead . "And 
no club should have mor e than 12 
courts .'' 

But is there really anything magic about 
the number 12? Probably not. In Orange 
County, Calif. , alone there are four clubs 
with 20 or more courts. Leroy Merritt , a 
prosperous club owner in Maryland, is 
designing his fourth club with 24 court s 
in mind , even though he thinks 12 to 14 
court s is a good rule of thumb . ''From 
my exper ience, I am sure this new club 
will work,'' he contends . 

Gelinas, who conferred with Wead 
during his trek through the Midwest, 
decided to build 13 court s. "But my 
decision was based on a care ful look at 
my market and not some 'gut feeling,' " 
he says. 

Getting Money: The Real Test 

Though facility size along with site 
selection are two important lessons 
racquetball entr epreneurs had to learn 
the hard way durin g th e '70s, th e most 
significant action taken as a group has 
been the rejection of the mentality that 
equated racqu etba ll enth usiasm with 
good business sense . Individuals and 
institutions that control the purse 
strings, the people who have the lines of 
credit or the cash on hand, have matured 
considerably in their reactions to a 
"sure-win" racqu etball deal. Like all 
other business undertakings, racquetball 
clubs have their risks, and the en­
thusiastic investor of 1970 will today act 
more like Leroy Merrit who, as a builder 
and an owner of racquetball clubs, has 
accumulated substantial assets and was 
approached twice in 1979 for mon ey. 

"I turned them both down primarily 
because I thought they selected a poor 
location," Merrit says . "If it had gone 
any further, I would have taken a hard 
look at their busine ss qualifications. The 
first club I was involved with, I assumed 
the individual asking for the money 
would handle most of the work. I wasn't 
interested in diverting time from my 
building business . But he just wasn't up 
for it and I had to become more and more 
involved . Eventually, I was forced to 
move in and take over.' ' 

Empire One 's Gelinas , who was 
frustrat ed by the banks and turned to 
privat e investor s for the three quarters of 
a million dollars he needed, experienced 
the squeeze from the other side. 

'' I found investors to be very 
discern ing,' ' he says. ''They knew some 
clubs had made it , but they were also 
aware that many had not. You have to do 
one hell of a selling job. Al so, you must 
have your homework don e. If the in­
vestors ask questions, they don ' t want to 
hear 'I think ' or 'my best guess is ;' they 
want to see answers right there in 
wr iting . On e little thing to break their 
confidence - however minor - and they 
will walk out on you . '' 

A Tough Road To Travel 

The racquetball indu stry in no way 
can consider itself unique . The pitfalls of 
starting and maintaining any small 
business are many and , therefore, a vast 
majority fail within two years. Accord ­
ing to one loan officer with the Small 
Bu siness Administration, however , 
most were ill-conceived to begin with (a 
formal dress shop in an isolated Kansas 
town of 5,000 is the most poignant 
example he cou ld think of), or gross ly 
mismanaged once in operatio n. The 
truth of the matter is that the market ­
place serves as a harsh discriminator. 
Inefficient endeavors are forced out with 
damaging economic and psychological 
fallout. On the other hand, efficient ideas 
are usually encouraged with financial 
returns "that can be very substantial," 
accord ing to Bob Salvon, part owner of 
the Supreme Court , Inc., in West 
Springfield, Mass. 

It was in 1976 that Salvon committed 
hims elf to the racquetball business. The 
need for courts in his area was obvious -
only 11 were in existence and no ad­
dition al ones were planned for the entire 
western Massachusetts region - and he 
was sure racquetball was no passing fad. 

Dutifully , he attended seminars on 
preparing a demographic analysis and a 
year later, with site and size determined, 
he and two partners went looking for 
mon ey. 

"New England bankers are con­
servative by nature,'' Salvon says, '' and 
when we mentioned racquetball, they 
were especially cautious. We really had 
to sell ourselves and our idea. We had to 
create the urgency for them to check 
further.' ' N evert heless, money came in 

(cont . on p. 36) 





MARCH6•1 MARCHll•H MARCH 21·23 APRIL BIi/town Open /3) MAY 16•17-18 JULY 18·20 

Supreme Courrs Open (3) Modlord F1mily YMCA In• Erecur /re P,rk Open (3) Delaware sr,te W////emspo,r YMCA Gorerno r•s Cup R1cquorb1// R1cquotb1/I Hot1hout Gr1nd 

Supremo Courrs R1cquer ind House Tourn1menl (I) Erecur/re P,rk Afh/er/c Club Ch1mplonshlp /2) Wlll/,mspot1, PA 17701 C/us /c/3) Prlr /3) 

Ho,lth Club Medford YMCA 2233 H. AcedemyP/. Brenm,r R1cquelbe// Club Jim Hu/Iman lntern1rlon1I Flfnes1 and Worcester Court Club 

4100 Pros,,.cr Are., H.E. 522 W. 6th SL Colorado Springs, CO 80909 Wllmlnglon , DE R1cqu1tb1II Center Tourn1m1nt Director. 

Albuquerque, HM 17110 Medford. OR 97501 George Dwyer D.C. L,nrz lntern1t lon1I Azalea Fesr /.-1I 11033 Ou1// Creek Rold 01 .-e Fot1b1rg 

er,, Ch/Ids 505•266•7781 Mike Hu,rd 303-598-0963 302-654-2473 Recquelb1 // Cless /c (3) Ok/1hom1 Clly, OK 73120 Gold Sf,r Bird. 

503-722-6295 Cerd /ne/ Court Club Ken Smith WorcHttr, MA 

MARCH6·9 Eklelon l Perrior APRIL3 ·6 44◄4 Erpressw1yOr /r e Je,n Lehr 617-852-8209 

Union P/1nlors Bink/Memphis MARCH 12-15 .qose Shores East Racque tball Ekrelon / Perr ler Vlrg/n /1 Buch , VA 23464 405-151-5950 

sr,r, Un/rers/ly Open (3) c,111orn1, sr,re 3 1950 Limo Mack Ave . Tne Courtrooms Dan Samek Yogi Sott1/L/re BHr Gr,nd 

Memphis sr,re Un/rtrs/ry Ch1mp lon sh/p (2/ Roso vll o. Ml 48066 750 W. Sunnse Blvd. 804-444·14◄0 MAY 22-26 Prlr/3/ 

P.E. Comp/or Rocky's Racquel World Hugh Strong 313 ·296 ·2200 FL Laude rdale, FL 3331 1 804-499 -9667 AARA H1llon1/ Sing/es Yogis,,,, ,, Hall of Fame 

Spotts wood ind Echlos Hot1h Hollywood, CA Frod B/aess The Spot1rooms 333 Golh/c Plu, 

Memphis, TH Mike Hunrer Johnsrown Open (3/ 305 -764 -8700 APRIL 25-27 Corel G1bles, Fl RT. 46 Wesr 

Litty Lilts 408-373 -8455 Holiday Racquel Spa AARA Reg/on1 /s (SJ F1 /rtleld , HJ07006 

901-454-2807 
Johnstown, PA APRIL 4•6 see p1ges 181nd19 JUNE Pele Tl lbor 

ur,h sr,re Ch1mplonshlp /2/ Joye, Rom,nl Nerad, Sllle Ch1mplonsh lp (2/ 
Georg l• sr,re 201-227-4000 

MARCH6•9 Town & Country R1cquerb1// 814-266 -9689 Supreme Courts 
MAY2-4 Championship (2) 

El<telonl Pernor Club 2250 S. 800 West Las Vegas , Ne.-1d1 
Hemoph /111 Bone/It (3/ Early Juno , contact 

JULY 25•27 
Woods cross, ur,h 84087 2nd Annu1/ Sr. Joseph's Kissinger's Jim Cut/on /or del1 //s 

Racquetb all World SobJusr /ce A rlzon, S fife 

P1ul8owm1n Hosp/tel Ch,r/ty Eron I June Road 404·256-2120 Ch1mp lonshlps (2) 
10115 Talbert Ave 702-873-5660 
Founta}(I Valloy. CA 92708 801-298-3231 Woonsocker R1cquetb1/I & Memph is, TH 38117 Ar izona Alh/er!c Club 

Heellh Club Don Kess inger JUNE 13-15 
Ron Calhro and Carol Mahkow APRIL 10-13 Jack Nolin 

595 Soc ia/ Sr. 901-682 ·6661 South Caro/In, Stale 
714-962 · 1374 MARCH 14-16 Ek1elon/ Perrier Ch1mp /ons hlp (2) 

602-839·0036 

Fr. Armstrong Open (3/ Woonsocke1, RI 
Normand l1//bet1e Courtsouth Hew Mer /co Stare Charleston R1cqu1t N1u tllus 

MARCH 7•9 Fort Armstrong Courts, Inc. 
401-762-2996 2969 Cobb Parkway Champ ionship (2/ Center AUG UST 22-24 

Ek1elonl Perr ier 310 So. Jellerson Sr. Atlanta. GA 30339 Early Mey, conrecr Ch1t l oston , SC Racquelb1 // Hot1he11t Grand 

The Glass Court Kllt1nnlng, PA 16201 
Hot1h D,kot, sr,re 

Jim Cullen Clay Ch /Ids for dete /1s Jerry Rogers Prlr (3) 

830 E. Roosevelt Rd. Ooaot. Fletcher Playo ll- Br1 /ntre o 
Champ ions hip (2/ 

404 ·955 -2120 505·247-9536 803-571-1020 
Lombard. IL 60148 Tournament Direc tor. 

Lynne Farmer 312-629·3390 Sport Plaza Spr ing Fesllr1! TAC Ek1elonl Porrier Jim Dely 

Tourn,menr (3/ 1401 Dyke Ar, , 
Brooklleld Racquetbal l Club 

Second Annu1I Golden JUNE 20-22 
288 Wood Road 

Muuchuserrs sr,r, Spo,r P/ez, Grand For ks, HD 58201 
6 70 Larry Court 

Tr/engle YMCA Racquet bell Hot1heast Gr1nd 
Bra intr ee, MA 

Ch1mplonshlp (2) 721 Lindberg 
C,e /g Hard ing 

Waukesha. WI 53186 
Bene fit Open Racquelbe// Prir/3/ 

617 -848-80 80 

Spot1s 11/usfr,fed McAllen, TX 78501 701-746-4486 Jim W,rkus and Mary Peters 
Tournemenr /3) Racquel/me 

44 Gould SL KenKachrik 414 -782 ·6120 
Manor Courts South Tour nament Dir ecto r 

Ocea n City Outdoor Courts 

Heedh1m, MA 512-682-1597 111/nois Stell Champ ionsh ip (2/ Plrrsburgh , PA 15220 Rich Derby 
Mary land Outdoo r 

M, ureen Boulette 
Che/et Spot1s Core fk telon / Perrier 

Horman Joyne 412·261-5820 200VFW P1tkway (Rea,) 
Championships 

617·444-8510 (club/ Oregon sr,re Championship 
8300 S. Woll Rd. Spauld ,ng Racquotba /1 Club 

Ded ham, MA 02026 
Con lac1 Tom Whipple for detaflS 

(2/ 
Willow Springs, IL 60480 7393 Forsyth Blvd. 

National Y Racquetball 617-828-7632 

Hl1/on1/ Hullh Courl Club Eugene , Oregon 
Ray Mitchell Clayt on. M063 105 Tournamenr (3) SEPTEMBER 26-28 
312-745-9400 Downtown Y AARA Jun iors ' Reg/one/s 

Shoor Our (3/ Denn is Hubel R,ckLuka sek 
1600 Louis lane Sit es to be announced 

Yog, Berra/Lit e Seer Grand 

3822 Frisco Rd. 503-222-4422 314-721 •7355 Pr/r (3) 

Sherman, TX 75090 Oklahoma Stare 
Hou s ton , TX Yogi Berri 's Hall ol Feme 

Tom Meadows Hot1h Caro /In, H1tlonal Champ /on,hlp (2/ APRIL 11-13 Jerry Sampson Hew Jersey State 
333 Goth ic P/az, 

Bank AARA Sllle Racquetball Doubles In March Meade vi/le Racquel Club Open 713-659 -8501 Champ ionships (2/ 
RT46 WeSI 

March ol Dimes Bone/if (3) Championsh ip Sing/es In December (3/ 
King George Racq uet and 

Fs lrl l eld. HJ 01006 
Racquetball tournament tor Heallh Club 

Downtown Racquet Club Singles and Doubles Conte ct Sid Shupack Racquel Club of Moadevi ll o 
the Benetft of Rellns Research 11 King George Rd. 

Pere T1/bo1 

230 George Sr. Spot1s Illustrated Court Club s 918-149•5157 Meadev/1/e, PA 
Foundat ion Green brook , HJ 08812 

201-227-4000 

New Hu ·en, CT 06510 Ch,r /one , HC Shirley Smllh 
P/1yo ll Club Frank Pescatore-

Wayne Bruno Tony Glordano MARCH 26·30 814-724 -3524 NOVEMBER 14•16 

203-787-6501 704-372-1946 Ektelonl Perrier 
Be~erly, Mass. Pere Talbot Yogi Berra/Lite Beer Grand 
Pa ul Henrickso n 201-356-6900 

Denver Sportmo Club Mich igan S raro Prir (3/ 

Flo rid• sr,to B,y s111e Open (3/ 5 15 1 OTC Parkway Chomp fon,hlp /2/ 
617-154•6013 Yog i Berri's Holl or F1mo 

• Ch1mplonsh lp (2/ Worcest1t Court Club Enolowood . CO BO I 1 t Oato not onUoblo at pr e ss rlmo Anna,:,ol,s Court Ctur, 333 Goth ic P laza 
n .. . ,, . ..... - 1 .. o .......... .. ,h . 11 u.1-- --·-- ..• ,...,,.._ c,. .. #0. 1n-, _ '77 n. n, n.n r--•-- • •• ,_ .,., ___ ••-• -·- -- ••·· MAYB-11 M nrv L't.nrl .C:Ut lt! .<:,nnl ,u Q T ,il C v.,,. .,.. 
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Complex Tourn•menl Dir ector. 
2160 Unlrerslty Ave. Howie Coleman MARCH21-30 
Coral Springs, FL 33065 617-852-8209 Ekrelon/ Perr ler 
Fred White 

011 The Wall Racqueto a/1 C/uo 305-473-39!2 Ho/abird C/uO 21 2 11 Drake Rd. 
Vin Duba/sky Marylan d RacquelOa/1 S1rongsvllle, OHIO 441 36 
904-372•2!20 Assoc ,ation Sanctione d Open Gene Joy 

Tournament Director. 216 -23 8-8006 
Al1b1ma sr,te Tom Whipple 
Champion,hlp (2) 

Ekrelon / Pemer 
R1cquer Club March ol Dimes Benefit Rosev ille Racquet C/uO 
Auburn, AL Tournament (3) 2400 West County Road D 
John Jord1n & Jim H1wk ins Greenl/e/d Racquetball Club Rose vllle, MN 55 I 12 
205-887-959! L•nc•ster, PA Paul /kier 

Elaine Lee 612 ·633 -9333 
K1nus Stile Champlon,hlp (2/ 717-392-4194 
Supreme Courts West AARA M1ine Open (3/ 
3725 West 13th St. Ektelon l Perner For further details contact 
W/chlt1, KS 67203 Racquet /me Bruce Lew is 
Dewane Gr/mes 168 Frank lin A ve. AARA Stare Director 
316-945-8331 Waldwick. NJ07463 207-773-6438 

Nick Elia 201-4 4 7-656 5 
Co/or,do State Champlon•hlp MARCH 28-30 
(2} Tennessee State R1cquetball Northeut Grand 
lnternatlon1/ Athletic Center Championsh ip (2} Prix (3/ 
1630 Welton The Sports Barn R,cquet ,me 
Denrer, CO 80202 301 M1rket St. Tournament D/r~ctor: 
D,n ls1cson & Ste"teKrum Chattanooga, TN 37402 Rich Derby 
303-623-2100 Mike Mjeh ovlch 21 Bland in Ave. 

615-832-7529 Fr1mlngh1m, MA 01701 
MARCH8 ·9 617-812 -4240 
New H1mp•hlre State MARCH 14-11 
Ch1mplonsh ip (2/ Hawaii Slale Sing/es (2/ ht Annu,I Big 11 10" 
011 The Wall Racquel Club Oaku Alhlellc Club Championsh ips 
596 West Hollis SL 1116Au1kiSI . Ohio Stato Uni'tersity 
Nuhua, NH 03060 Honolulu, HI 96814 G,ry Unsdorler 
In, l't•rson Phyllis Gomes 808·261-2135 1945 lndlanol• 
603-889-5520 Columbus, OH 43201 

614-291-6524 

l..o.,, , ~ , ""''-''"If"" u111•u1.:.11y 

Ml. Pleas•nt, M ich igan 
Bryan Churns/de 
517-773-9678 

Club House Open (3/ 
Dodge City Club House Inc . 
Comanche & Ave F Box 419 
Dodge City , KS 67801 
Steve Westphal 
316-225-0206 

APRIL 11·20 
Ektelon / Perrier 
Ar,zona Ath letic Cluo 
1425W . 14thSL 
Tempe, AZ 852 8 , 
David Michael 
602·89 4-2281 

APRIL 18·20 
/nterco//eg /ate 
Champ lon•hips 
See page 20 

Ektelon l Pomer 
The Highpoint Racquet Cluo 
I Highpoint Or, 
Chalfon t PA 18914 
Alan Koth and RoOln Mingey 
215 ·822 · I 951. 822·295 3 

AARA 1980 Intercolleg iate 
Ch1mp lon sh lps 
Nowk 's Racquet Club 
2701 Cypress Point 
Missouri City , TX 77459 
Larry LIies 901-454·2807 
Luke St, Onge 901-761-1112 
Club 713•499 -5621 

Ek.felon/ Pem er Narlonal Finals 
Rocky 's Racquet World 
r 21 r I Strothern Stree t 
North Hollywood, CA 916 05 
Mark Eller 
213-768 -5541 

MAY9 -11 
Forest HIiis Open /3/ 
Forest HIiis A lhlet lc Club 
3910 Caughey Rd. 
Erle, PA 16506 
Mark Sa/via 
814-833-2468 

2nd Annual MIN•DAK 
Air Force Racquetball 
Tournament (2} 
TAC Racquetball Club 
1401 Dyke Ave . 
Gr,nd Forks, ND 58201 
SSgt. Ben Beck 
70 1-594-6455/3184 

Racque tba ll Northeast 
Gt1nd Prix (3/ 
Shrewsbury Racquet Clu b 
Tournament Director. 
Paul Henric kson 
Tennis Dr lr e 
Shrewsbury , MA 01545 
611•845 -1001 

MAY 10-11 
Downtown Racquet Club 
Contact Tom Whipple 
for deta ils 

c~~~:;·~;; ip;,; · 
lord etalls 

JULY 
9th Connecticut Open (3) 
Sit e to be announced 
Tournament Director. 
Ph/I Panarella 
203-229-0526 

JULY 11·13 
AARA Natlonal Junf ors-Slng les 
and Doub les 
Kangaroo K ourts 
Sacr,menro , CA 
Tournament Director : 
Ed Mart in 

Fa/ti/old, IIJ 07006 
Pere Talbot 
201-227-4000 

AARA sanctioned tournaments in 
bold 
( I /· 1 SI level tournament 
(2/ ·2nd level tournament 
/3/·3rd level tourn ament 
(4)•4th level tournamenl 
(5)· 5lh level tournam ent 
(6)· 61h level tournament 

State Championships not //sted 
were not ,.,,11,b le by press time, 
pte,se cont•ct your loc,I st•t• 
di rector lor de ta/ls /se1 p. 42} 

SPEC~LANNOUNCEMEN~ 
It was learned at press time 
that the AARA will sanction 
the 1 9 tournaments of the 
EKTELON/PERRIER 
CHAMPIONSHIPS. Dates and 
sites are listed above. The 
AARA is pleased to announce 
its sanctioning (at level 3) 
of this prestigious national 
tournament series. 
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Northern C•llfornl• Juniors Tourn•m•nl ·Boys t 7-and- unde r Girts 1 S•and-under wlnno, T1Jna Ra smusson (right). second 
winner M ark M s.rt.in (rlf}hl). socon d p laco Sco tt John son (loh) p~ca f,n;sher Sherl Anthony (te//) and commissioner Ed M ortin 
an d comm ,ssionor Ed Man ,n 

\ Boys 13 -and ·undo r w,nner Na than Mart in (tig f'II) and seco nd 
place lln l• hor Joi/ Mull,pan /lo//) , 

EDITOR'S NOTE : With th e recent 
formation of a National junior 
Racquetball Council in the AARA, 
junior racquetball is becoming a viable 
sport in its own respect . Th erefor e, we 
are initiating a Juniors' Page, to appear 
in this space as news about junior 
racquetball emerges . In order to keep our 
readers inform ed, we ' II cover everything 
from camps and clinics to instruction and 
tournaments . So keep an eye open for our 
next Juniors' Page. 

In the Beginning 
First things first. For those who don't 

already know about the National Junior 
Racquetball Council, the place to start is 
at Ed Martin's back door. Martin, as 
previously reported (see Racquetball, 
January, 1980), is the National Junior 
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Gi rls IO·and •und or winner Dolalnie Comor( rlp ht), se cond 
place finish or Nikki Anthon y (left) an d commissioner Ed M artin. 

Commi ssioner- the man behind the 
organi zation . As commi ssioner , Martin 
is responsible for recruiting a separate 
network of regional directors who, under 
the auspi ces of the AARA , are working 
to promote junior racquetball. Martin, 
along with his nine regional directors, 
has formulated some specific objectiv es 
to be accomplished by the Council. 
Among them are such things as forming 
a National Junior Circuit , designed to 
crown a national champion in each age 
group; providing and promoting junior 
camps on a regional basis ; providing 
advanced training and instruction to the 
more advanced players; and providing 
publicity for junior players at all levels. 

Working closely with Martin and the 
nine regional directors are the other 
volunteers associated with the Council­
people who are dedicated to upgrading 

the lot of junior rac quetball ers. 
Recognizin g that th e futur e of the sport 
depends upon juni or player s, Martin has 
enlisted some of the most knowl edgeable 
and qualified people in the U .S. to help 
admini ster these progr ams. 

Th e nine regional directors for junior s 
and their locations are: Nancy Martin , 
San Diego, Calif.; Gene Gibb s, Boise, 
Idaho ; Dewan e Grim es , Wichita, Kan. ; 
Fred Blaess, Ft. Lauderdale , Fla. ; Jim 
Wint erton , Roch ester , N. Y.; Jack 
Nol an , T empe , Ari z. ; D.C. Lan tz., 
WilmingLon , Del. ; J im Daly, Braintr ee, 
M ass.; and Bri an H e rndon , 
Sacram ento, Calif. 

Comm ission er Martin may be reached 
at 34 52 Ar gyle Road, Redding , Calif. 
96 00 1 ; or call 9 16 -221-4405. 

Tournament Report 
Th e North ern Cali forni a Junior 

Championships were held J anu ary 4-6 at 
the Sun Oaks Racquet Club in Redding, 
Calif. Over 100 juni ors from California, 
Or egon and N evada parti cipated in this 
tournam ent . Thou gh most of the top 
seeds played prett y mu ch to form , there 
were a few upsets in the older divisions, 
with Mark Martin and Tr ina Rasmu ssen 
tr aveling from M edford , Or e., to win 
their respec tive divisions over higher 
seeded players . On e of the mor e intense 
matches of the tourn ament was betwee n 
Jeff Mulli gan of Reno , Nev. , and 
Nath an Mart in of San Diego , Calif., in 
the Boys 13-and-und er in which M artin 
came out on top. 

Six nationally ranked junior s par­
Licip ated in th e AARA -sancti o ned 
tournam ent. Sponsors were Pepsi-Cola 
Bottlin g Co. of Redding and Penn 
A thJetic Product s. 

Final Results 
Girls 10-and-Under: 1st : Dela in le Comer ; 

2nd : Nikk i Anthony ; 3rd : St a cey Sattl er , 
4t h : Rodi e M a rtin . 

Girls 13-and-Under : 1s t : Lis a Anthon y; 
2nd : M i ch e le Gilbertie ; 3r d : D e l a ini e 
Comer ; 4th : Holly Ra smu ssen. 

Girls IS- and-Under: 1st : Trina Ra smuss en ; 
2nd : Sher i Anthony ; 3rd : Wendy comer ; 
4th : Elona Schreder . 

Gi .rls 17-and-Under: Round Robin : 1st : 
Mona Mook ; 2nd: Sh elley Aboud ; 3rd : 
Joyce Milton ; 4th : Dana Gould . 

Boys 10-and - Under : 1st : Jeff Star k ; 
2nd : Mike Vargas ; 3rd : Jason Gllberlie ; 
4th: Jason Corder . 

Boys 13- and-Under : 1st : Nathan Mart i n; 
2nd : JeH Mulligan; 3rd: Rob Rodriquez ; 
4th : Jess Wilson . 

Boys IS - and - Under : 1st: Gerry Pr ice ; 
2nd: Shawn Fitzpatrick ; 3rd : woody 
Claus ; 4th: Scott Gaston . 

Boys 17-and-Under: 1st: Mark Mart i n ; 
2nd: Scott Johnson; 3rd: Cameron 
McDonald; 4th: Greg Adams . • 
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AJAY brings out 
the animal in you. 
Whatever animal you turn into 
when you step onto the court , 
Ajay has just the racquet that 
suits your style . Not four or five 
models , FOURTEEN! And 6 
different head shapes . From 
the largest legal-s ize to the 
lightest weight. And you 'll 
never growl about the price . 
Make tracks for your sporting 
goods department , pro shop 
or dealer and bag yours . 

~ 
., . . 

AJA~ 
F/FUGUA GOLF CARTS , BAGS & ACCESSORIES • BOWLING BAGS • BILLIARD CUES, BALLS • 

,.. TENNIS BAGS • RACQUETBALL RACQUETS & ACCESSORIES • 
~ BASEBALL/SOFTBALL, CAMPING ACCESSORIES • EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 

SPORTS Ajay Sports, 1501 E. Wisconsin, Delavan, WI 53115 



We have changed our name to 

AMERICAN AMATEUR RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 

At the Board of Directors meeting in Oklahoma City. 
October 1 7. 1979 , it was decided that the Internat ional 

Racquetball Association will henceforth be known as 
the American Amateur Racquetball Associat ion . 
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Only $5.95. Reg. Price $7.95 
Please sen d me __________ copies of RACQUETBALL: WH ERE TO PLAY U.S.A. 
Enclosed is check or money order for $5 .95 for eac h book . California residents , please add 6% sales tax . 

Name ---------------------------------------­

Addr ess --------------------------- - ---------

City / State/ Zip - - ------------------- - --------­

RACQUETBALL MAGAZ INE GIFTS 
P.O. BOX 16566 

MEMPHIS, TN. 38116 

, 
I 
I 
I 
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Jorry Hilachor(loll) . pre sldonr of the NARP and Dan Sea ton. commissioner of the WPRA. 

New Associations 
On The Rise 

Professional racquetball, it seems, has 
begun the decade somewhat 
prolifically - with the birth of two new 
professional racquetball associations. 

The Wom en 's Professional 
Racquetball Association (WPRA) has 
had an auspicious start, with two 
tournaments behind them and plans 
being formulated for a complete tour. 
(See Racquetball, January 1980) . And 
now the National Association of 
Racquetball Professionals (NARP) is 
advancing plans for a new men's tour. 

The NARP is a new racqu etball 
organization which has been formulated 
under the leadership of some of the 
sport's top men professionals. With 
second -ranked Jerry Hilecher at the 
helm as president, the board also in-
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elud es Davey Bledsoe, vice president ; 
Mike Yellen, tr easurer; Bill Schmidtke, 
secretary; and Mark M arrow, who is in 
charge of member ship. 

The org ani zat ion appa rently h as 
similar objectives to the WPRA, as 
witness ed by their stated interest in 
developm ent of school s and accreditation 
for referees and teaching professionals. 
Bot h organizations are thereby seeking 
ways to promote the sport and expand 
exposure throughout the country. 

It was recently announ ced by NARP 
president Jerry Hil echer that the NARP 
has signed a contract with Playboy for 
the development of a 10-stop nationwide 
tour. Prize money for the tour will 
reportedly be $50,000 for each stop, for 
a total of $500,000 for the year. With 
such substantial backing, the NARP 
hopes to enhance the-. visibility of 
professional racquetball during the 
coming decade. 

Adams, Brumfield Win In 
Second WPRA Tourney 

The second tournament sanc t ioned by 
the Wom en' s Profe sional Racquetball 
As sociation (WPRA ) was held last 
month at the Arlin gto n Court Club in 
Columbu s , Ohi o . Th e tourn ament , 
whic h was sponsored by the Wendy 's 
restauran t chain , wa the first on a pro 
tour to offer equ al prize mon ey to men 
and women, acco rdin g to tourn ament 
director Phil Stepp. Both first place 
finisher s received $1 ,600 for their ef­
forts. 
Results : 

Wom en 
Quarterfin al s : Judy Thomp son ov e r 

Shannon W r ight , by forf eit, Ly nn Ada ms 
ove r Ja nn ell Marr iott 21- 12, 21-10; Rit a 
Hoff over Sheryl Ambl er 21·9, 21· 10; Sara h 
Green over E la ine L ee 21-5, 21-5. 

Semifinals : Adams ov er Thomp son 21·5, 21· 
2 ; Green over Hoff 16-21, 21-11, 11-3. 

Fin als: Adams over Gr ee n 21-17, 21· 12, 11·5. 

Men : ( th is was not a regular pro s top for the 
men) . 

Qu arterfina ls: Davey Bledsoe ov er Br ett 
H arnett 2 1-17, 21-18; Dave Fleetwood over 
J er r y Zuckerman 21 14, 21-17; Charl ie 
Brumf ield over M i k e Z-eitman 20-21, 21· 4, 
11·7; Ben Ko lt un over Steve Mandry 21-16, 
21-7. 

Sem ifinals: B led soe ov er F lee twood 21-16, 
21-20; Bru mfield ov e r Kol tun 19·21, 21·8, 11· 
2. 

Final s: Brumfield over Bl edsoe 19·21, 21·8, 
11-2 . • 

Charl ie Brum lleld 
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Janet S,mon (le ft) keeps a close eye on Martha Ca llahan dL<ing the 
Open finals 

'OUR 
TIME 
HAS 

COME' 
THE WOMEN '80 TOURNAMENT· BY MARTHA LEPORE 

T 
hey were gathered in Harvard 
Yard to prote st the draft that 
second weekend in February, 
but elsewhere in Boston, wom­

en were linin g up to serve. Not in the 
milit ary, however , but in the third 
annual AARA all-women's racquetball 
tournament - Wom en '80 . 

The national prototype of women-on ly 
racquetball competitio ns, Women '80 
drew some 150 en tr ants th is year from 
eight North eastern states . To win this 
one meant, as one spectator put it, that 
"you 've really won someth ing." 

Once again Boston Tennis Club was 
the scene of the action where the women 
competed in eight singles divisions. The 
club's nin e racquetball courts provided 

an area for several fiercely fought 
matches between participants whose ages 
ranged from 12 to 44. 

Over a thi rd of the women played in 
the Nov ice and ''C'' classes, and they 
exhibited every bit as much enth usiasm 
and competitive spirit as the more 
seasoned tourney veterans. One novice 
from Massachusett s was overheard to 
say after winning her first match, ''I was 
so nervous before the game, my stomach 
was in knots. But I just wasn't going out 
there and lie down." 

That spirit of competit ion held true 
throughout the tournament. Indeed, the 
theme "Our Time Has Come," which 
was emblazoned on the official tour ­
nament T -shirts, proved enti rely ap-

Photography By John Lepore 

propriate, as this was one of the most 
successful women-only tournam ent s to 
date. 

On To The Open 
Historically, the predominance of 

interest in any tournament focuses on 
the Open division. And the Women '80 
Open deserved that interest . The 20 
players in the Open demonstrated some 
superb strategy and excellent strokes, 
particularly in the later matches . 

In one semifinal bout, frequent rivals 
Janet Simon of Newton, Mass., and 
Cindy Alba of Winchester, Mass ., 
squared off. Alba, who won last year's 
Women '79 Open and the 
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Massachusetts stat e singles title , led 
most of the first game. Then Simon 
began to mix up her serves, scoring 
several aces on lob and forehand serves . 
At 14-14 both women had a chance to 
serve, but Simon scored the final point. 

Early in the second game , Alba 
discovered her Davey Bledsoe racquet 
was broken and switched to a Shannon 
Wright racquet. Whether it was because 
of the racquet or just sheer deter· 
mination, Alba quickly racked up a lead 
of 11 ·2 and eventually won 15· 7. 

In the tiebreaker , Simon came out 
with a fear some start , aggressivel y 
hitting kills and roll ·outs off the back 
wall. T enaciously hanging in the game, 
Alba, down 10 · 13 , hit an overh and 
pinch kill from the glass for a side out 
and scored two mor e point s on forehand 
drive s. At 13·13 Simon got the serve , 
scored. and then won the match when 
Alb a skipped a backhand kill. 

In the oth er Open semifinal, second · 
place Open division winn er of Wom en 
'79 , Martha Callahan of Melro se , 
Mas s., was at all time s in comm and of 
the court as she defeated unseeded Nor a 
Davis of Wellesl ey, Mass., 15·4, 15-11. 
Looking ferociou s in large yellow· 
rimm ed eye -guards , the diminut ive 
Davis hustled aher every baJI and gave a 
resp ectable showing of her abilities . Even 
so, ther e was little question in anyon e 's 
mind as to Callahan's superiority . 
Open Finals: 
Standing Room Only 

Boston Tennis Coub 's new five-tiered 
risers in front of courts B and C were 
jamm ed with spectators when it came 
time for the Open finals between Janet 
Simon and Martha Callahan. AARA 
nation al board member John Lepore 
jostled with the throng for floor space to 
photograph th e event , while Long 
Island er M ary Ann Cluess (who had lost 
to Callahan in the quarterfinals) climbed 
atop the tenni s umpir e 's chair to referee 
the match. Popcorn eating pre -schoolers 
played on the fringes of the crowd , 
oblivious to the excitement that was 
building as Simon and Callahan warmed 
up on court B. 

Simon served first and scored thre e 
points following periods of extended 
volleys at the short line before Callahan 
got on the score sheet . At 7-2, Simon 
continued to display the improvement in 
her game brought about by playing with 
racquetball pros over the past year. She 
served repeatedly to Callahan's 
backhand, giving Callahan much grief. 
Simon took the game 15 ·7. 

Callahan fared no better in the 
beginning of the second game, looking 
somewhat foggy as Simon pressed her lead 
to nine -zip. ~bout this time, there 
occurred a friendly exchange between 
the two Massachusetts racquetball 
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moguls . Later , spect ators were to recall 
it as the turning point, for here Callahan 
scored her first point and began inching 
her way, point by point , back into the 
gam e. The feeling in the Callahan camp 
was akin to that of watching their 
favorite creep slowly back from th e edge 
of a dangerou s and crumblin g precipice. 

Callahan caught Simon at 9·9, then 
fell behind again to 9· 11. Simon skipped 
a ball for the turnover. Callahan served 
and scored thr ee point s in succession 
before turnin g it over again . Simon tied 
the gam e at 12· l 2 . Then Callahan took 
over on a forehand Z . She served out the 
game with strong backh and serves , 
winn ing it at 15· 12. 

As Simon readied herself to serve first 
in the tiebreaker , tension was visible 
amon g the gallery of spectators. Several 
turnov ers occurr ed before Callahan 
broke the deadlock. In what seemed to be 
an exact reverse of the second game, 
Callahan continu ed to score, runnin g up 
a 10·0 lead before Simon not ched her 
first point. At 12-4 . Callahan looked 
stron g, but Simon kept pressing and dug 
herself out to 1 0-14 , scoring on several 
service aces. 

Callah an then took a time·out. A s play 
was about to resum e, Simon took a time · 
out. The tension in the crowd mounted, 
and it was th e spectators who had sweaty 
palm s. At 14· l O Callahan served to the 
backhand. Simon went for a passing shot ; 
Callahan hit a sidewall Z and Simon 
scooped it up. Callahan then end ed it with 
a touch shot that died 18 inches off the 
front wall. Game, mat ch , and cham · 
pionship Callahan! 

Alth ough the Open finals natu rally 
drew the most spect ator s , play in the 
other divisions was equall y impr essive. 

Youth In The Spotlight 
Youthful comp etitor s put on a good 

show. Linda Fitzp atri ck, a 15 -year·old 
who hails from Falmouth, Maine, 
comp eted in the "B 's" and made it to 
the quarterfinal s before losing to Pri scilla 
Welch of North Andover ,' Mas;;., 15 · 
10, 15 · 12. 

Only 12 years old, Tracy Daly of 
Quincy, Ma ss ., was the tournam ent' s 
young est player, and chalked up an 
enviabl e record on her road to winning 
the 17 -and ·Under titl e. She lost only 27 
points in the six 15 -point games of her 
round robin competition against three 
other players , all of whom were her 
senior. 

Among the "young at heart" 
competitors, Anne Grant of Wellesley, 
Mass., notched a perfect score of 120 
points in winning all eight 15 -point 
games of her Senior (ages 40 to 44) 
round robin play. Grant showed no 
mercy when competing against Mary 
Ellen Tuck er of Southbridge, Mass . , or 

Carolyn Connoll y of Needham , Mass., 
as she dropp ed just 49 point s in her bid 
for the trophy . 

Court Cuisine 
At home with her family, Mimi Kelly 

of Burlingt on, Mass., likes to cook with 
beer and wine. But on th e court th e only 
spirit s she mixes are the libation of skill 
and the elixir of determ ination . Having 
placed second in her division in Women 
' 79 , Kelly went all the way thi s year , 
defeating Gaye Rosenfeld of Hollis, 
N.H. , 15·3, 15-14 in th e Senior (ages 
35 to 39) finals . A famil y woman and 
em erge ncy medica l tec hni cian , 
Rose nfeld la ment ed a ft erwa rd s, ' ' I 
shou ld have lobbed more in the first 
game. '' 

In th e Senior (age 30 to 34) division , 
Peggy Whitt emore of Kin g ton , R.l. , 
exemplified her s tate 's motto : " Hope ." 
She became th e only Rhode Islander to 
place in th e tourn ament , winnin g all of 
her round robin matches to take the tit le 
over Brenda Welton o f Framin gham , 
Mass. 

An y rac qu e tb a ll afic io nado who 
watc hed thi s tourn am ent prob ably 
sensed the drama each player felt as she 
entered the court - conscious th at th is 
was it , th at she would emerge either a 
winner or loser. 

On e bespec tacled Long I lander, 
how ever , proved th e exce ption to this. 
Helen e Burd en , a form er paddleball 
player who con vert ed to racquetball four 
month s ago, exhibit ed wh at has to be th e 
epitom e of " laid back " competition. 
Using borrow ed sneakers and a borrowed 
racquet in all six of her matc hes , she won 
th e '' C '' division titl e , defeat ing Kris 
N ash of Bridgewater , Mass ., by scores of 
15· 5 , 15·8 in the finals. A sked about her 
off-court work , Burd en sty led herself 
simpl y as " re tir ed." Of her racquetball 
skill , she right! y obse rved th at she 
' 'nev er bend s her knees .'' 

Pedagogical Players 
Teaching was a common denominator 

occupationally for many of the entr ants, 
particularly in the fields of elementary 
and physi cal educ ation. Tw o teachers, in 
fact, did quite well - Bay Staters Marth a 
Callahan in the Open and Leslie Levine 
in the Novic e division . 

Elementary teach er Levine of Quin cy, 
Mass., went the distan ce in five match · 
es, only to be bested in her sixth (and 
the Novice finals) by Loui se Brigham of 
Wellesley , Mass . , 14· 15, 15-4 , 15·7 . 
Not bad for the first time out in com · 
petition. 

Much of the tournam ent's color was 
provided by the " B" players . Sur · 
prisingly, not one of th e seeded "B" 
players placed in th e top four. Th en 



' KC' Barto n of Essex Jun ction , Vt. , was 
appointed A ARA state director for the 
Granite State dur ing the tourn ey by 
ever-present AA RA regional director 
Paul Henri ckson. 

An other " B" player , Linda Estr a of 
New Haven , Conn., brought with her 
one of the most visible of all spectators. 
A trai ner of carri age horses in her spare 
time and a physical therapist by 
profession , Estra was accompanied by­
no , not a hors e- but by Kijafa, an 
enormous, lethal-looking black Gr eat 
Dane. Surp risingly gentle and obedient 
to Estra , Kijafa non etheless could inspire 
her mistress no further than th e " B" 
quart erfinals, wh ere she lost to M aureen 
Kane of Valley Str eam, N . Y . 

Kane, a recr eation al therapist at a 
childr en 's hospit al, eeked ou t a semifinal 
win over tough Pri scilla Welch 11-15 , 
15-13, 15-11. Th is put Kan e in the 
finals against Sheila Leperle of Wor­
cester, Mass., an opponent who has to 
be women racqu etball ' s female coun­
terpart to Steve Keeley, as far as unusual 
behavior is concerned . 

Leperle recently ended a two and a half 
year stint as a tennis pro , having once 
been ranked numb er two in the NEL TA 
(New Engl and Lawn T ennis 
Association) ranking s for 18 -and-Under. 
Now majoring in business at Worcester 
State College, Leperle also at one time 
played doubles with Dr. Renee Richards 
on the Hawaiian doubles tennis tour . 

• 

Sheila Lc perle (left) and 
Maureen Kane dU'lno lhe "'B' ' finals 

• 

Trac y Daly (lorc ground ) squares e ll agn,n st Pat Marce ll e (loft) nnd Les ne Levine 
Joan Lewis In lhe 1 7 •and•undor d1visOn. during the Novice semifinals. 

Her most Keeley-like behavior to date 
was driving home Crom Irvine, Calif., to 
Worceste r in 18 days- on a 350 CC 
Honda motorcycle. 

In the Kane-Leperle " B" finals, Kane 
won the first game 15-5, and Leperle the 
econd 15-14. Before the tiebreaker, 

Leperle's seat ed Yoga medit at ions 
seemed to improve her concentra tion 
and also to replenish her obviously 
ebbing energies. She won the game 15-4 
and the " B" title in this , the third 
tourn ey of her racquetball career. 

Tourney A cco/ades 
In a tourn ament that ran as smoothly 

as Women ' 80 , the players knew they 
had one person to thank in particul ar , 
and that was tourn ament director 
Maureen Boulette. Massachusetts state 
director for the AARA, Boulette is a 
real pro at orch estrating all the details 
th at compri se an exceptional tournament 
experience . Working closely with Boston 
T enni s Club manager Ruth Sigler, 
Boulette arrang ed for a fine hospit ality 
room that featur ed hom emade soup and 
make-your -own Syrian bread sandwiches 
throughou t the tournam ent . 

Enlistin g the spon sorship of 
California's Bisceglia Wine Company 
through Boston Tennis Club, Boulette 
was able to provide attractive shirts for 
th e players , as well as free wine during 
the Saturday evening drawing for door 

prizes . And some of the num erous 
winners tha t night were treated to 
dinners at fine restaur ants in Boston's 
famed Qu incy Market. 

A distinct plus to the Women '8 0 
tourn ament was the appearance of Rita 
Hoff, nationally ranked women 's pro . In 
addition to playing five-point games with 
all contenders, Hoff gave spectators 
hints and advice on racquetball. An 
engaging and personable woman given to 
clownin g and joking on and off the court, 
Hoff defeated all comers, even a doubles 
team Crom Long Island (who shall remain 
unn amed !). After beating the Pittsfield , 
Ma ss., phenom Robin Wadswor th , a 16-
year-old high school junior who com­
peted in the Open, Hoff asked, ' ' WHEN 
are you turning pro?" 

In conclu sion, this premier women's 
event, the grandmother of women's 
racquetball tourneys, was perhaps best 
summed up by one Senior player who was 
heard to say afterwards , '' Thi s has been 
one hell of a good time!' ' 

Time Out 
Special Thanks To: 

Bisceglia Wine Distr ibutors for the ir 
complete support and sponsorship, and 
to Ruth Sigler and Maureen Bonin of the 
Boston Tennis Club. Also , the Women 
'80 Committee : Susan Rhieu, Kim 
Holle, Sharon Culberson, Tr isha Nosek 
and Judy Gully .• 
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(con t. from p. 2 2) 

only at a trickle. Many tim es, as Salvon 
frankly admit s, "I had the urge to drop 
the whole thing ." 

Finally , in December , 1978 , 18 
month s after talkin g to the first loan 
officer, construction on Salvon 's club 
began. The plans originally called for J 4 
cour ts, but finances only allowed for 
eight. The scheduled completion date -
Jun e, 1979 - became obsolete almost as 
soon as it was announced . The cardinal 

rule of construction is th at everythi ng 
always takes longer than planned (no 
owner interviewed for thi s story opened 
on time) and in this case, ''we were 
building in terrible weather, even for 
New England ,'' Salvon explains. 

How ever , when the Supreme Court , 
Inc., opened its doors in August , all 
expec tations, even the most optimistic 
ones, were surpass ed. Court usage 
leveled at a bloated 70 per cent, forcing 

Salvon and his part ners into the enviab le 
position of having to close the mem ­
bership until six more court s could be 
built. T he ret urn on Salvon's time, 
money , and most importantly , his 
aggravations , was immediate . 

"It is a hard road to travel when done 
by the book ," says Salvon . "B ut I'm 
my own boss in a business I love and I'm 
making good money . Wh at more cou ld I 
ask for?" • 

o HJu Want To Build A Court Club? 
O.K ., so you're ready to make an 

investment ; you want to build a 
racquetball court club. Sure, you 've 
gotten some helpful advice, some 
ge ner al tip s-b ut what about 
specifics? Wher e can you go for help? 
And just what are your chances for 
survival ? Wh at is the futur e of thi s 
industr y- boom or bust? 

To obtain some answers to these 
question s , Racqu etball went to the 
logical source - the National Court 
Clubs A ss ociati o n (NCCA) - the 
300-member int e rn atio n a l 
organization of c·ourt club own ers. 
Her ewith are some exce rpts from 
Rf/ cqu etba/J' s conversation with 
NCCA executive dir ecto r , Chu ck 
Leve. 
RACQUETBALL: Does th e NCCA 
offer any advisory service to en­
trepreneurs who are considering 
opening racquetball clubs? 
LEVE: The answer to that is ' sort 
of.' We do offer thr ee seminars a 
year -o ne in conjunction with our 
annual trade show -fo r potential club 
builders . We try to hold our oth er two 
seminars on each coast, so that we 
cover the country . At the seminars 
there are speakers on every aspect of 
building a club, from financing and 
site selection to equipment. 

In addition, we keep tapes of 
selected presentations from these 
seminars. From the se tapes we have 
transcripts on file, which are con­
tinually updated. All of these are 
available in a manuscript which we 
sell to investors for $175 . It 's 
essentially the same information the 
seminars offer, in a 285 -page 
manuscript . The only difference is 
that people won't have the advantage 
of addressing questions to the 
speakers, as they do at the seminars. 
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R: Wh at about NCCA members 
who se clubs may be in trouble? Do 
you offer any assistanc e co them? 
LEVE: I didn 't know an y of our 
membe rs were in trouble. Ac tually, 
we try to give the owner the best 
ammuniti on for competing in the 
marketplace, throu gh our seminars 
and such. That is, for competi ng 
against other health and exercise type 

well. I think the bu ilding will con ­
tinue, and if we stick to the open 
market areas we' ll do well. But it will 
be chose investor s who do their 
homework and put togeth er well­
made plans who will obtain the 
financing nece ssary to succeed. Th e 
key will still be management and 
location. 
R · Can court club owne rs play a 
leadership role in the futur e of the 

1 racquetball indu stry? 

) 

LEVE: No doubt abo ut it . 
Racquetball has reach ed a point where 
there are many different segments in 
the industry. And of course, its going 
to be in everybody's best int erest to 
have cooperat ion. The NC CA can 
take a leadership role in this. We need 
a strong players' assoc1at1on, a 
s ignificant pro tou r and manufac-
tu rers who will continue to put out 
qualit y produ cts. You know, when 
you have three organizations in the 
same indu stry, they can all agree they 

Chuck Love. Executive 01,octorof the NCCA. 

' 1 need to cooperate, but they all want 
to be the one organization that the 
othe rs cooperate with . They all say 
th ey want lo do something, but none 
of them is doing anythi ng. If the 

facilities-not oth er racquetball club 
owners. Al so, we help NCCA 
members with advertising and 
promotion . 
R: Ho w does the overall s tate of the 
court club industry look? Will there 
be more building, or is it leveling off? 
LEVE .There are some markets that 
are definitely over built. But then 
again, there are a lot that are still 
wide open. With the state of the 
economy as it is, and the sensitivity of 
lending institutions, I think building 
in the future will demand that 
racquetball •packages be put together 

NCCA can play a role in smoothing 
out the se differences, and 1 believe we 
can, it will be to everyone's benefit. 
And it's in our best int eres t to keep 
the infighting to a minimum. 
R: Th e president-elect of the NC ­
CA, Chu ck Spauldin g , has indicat ed 
one of the major thin gs he would like 
to accomplish during his ten ure is 
bringing the various racquetball 
organizations to some sort of 
cooper ative agreement. 
LEVE : As I said, I believe we can 
have an influence in thi s, and I 
support Chuck Spaulding in his ef­
forts.• 



FIRST SERVICE 

NewCourt 
Club Openings 
Red Bluff, California 

The Red Bluff Racquet and Athletic 
Club opened last mont h on Jackson 
Street m Red Bluff. Membersh ip is 
available for the health club only or the 
racqu et club (whi ch include s health club 
facilities). After the $100 initiati on fee, 
monthl y dues ra nge from $20 for an 
individua l , for health club facilit ies only, 
to $40 for a fami ly, for the racquet club . 

Chi ld care facilities , r ac qu et ­
ball/ha ndb all court s, whirl pool , saun as 
and other amenities are offered by th e 
club . For more information , call 916-
527-4949 or 916 -221-4405 . (Red Bluff 
Racquet and Athle t ic Club is affiliated 
with Mt. Shasta Racquet Club and Sun 
Oaks Racquet C lub in Redding , Calif.) 

Bel Air, Maryland 

Construction wa s beg un la st 
Novemb er on the Bel Air Racquet Club 
and Nautilu s Cent er , to be located in th e 

Harford M all , 20 miles northeast of 
Baltim ore. 

The Bel Air Racquet Club will have 
10 racq uetba ll courts , a fitness center 
using Nautilu s equipm ent , men 's and 
women 's saunas, a supervi sed nur sery 
and other amenities . One racquetball 
court will have a glass sidewall 40 feet in 
length . In addition to racquetba ll and 
handball , the Bel Air Racquet Club will 
offer members a superv ised fitness 
program us ing Nautilus equ ipment. 

Ther e will be no racquetb all court fees 
or fees for using th e Fitness Center. 
Instead, club memb ers will pay an 
annual membership fee and monthly 
dues ranging from $25 to $45, 
depe nding upon the type of memb ership . 
Th e club will guara nt ee a full refund for 
any member for any reason durin g the 
first 30 days o f memb ership . Th e club' s 
guest pro will be Rich Daue r , Baltimore 
Oriol e seco nd baseman , and an ac­
complished racqu etball player . 

The Bel Air Racquet Club 1s 
sched uled to open in April. Mem ­
bersh ips in the club, on a first come, first 
e rv e ba s is, became avai lable in 

Decemb er . For furth er inform ation , 
write The Bel Air Racquet Club , 

H arford Mall, 658 Boulton Street, Bel 
Air, Md . , 2 1014, or call 301-838-
2670. 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 
The Chevy Chase Ath let ic Club 

opened in the Penthou se of the Barlow 
Building , 5454 Wiscon sin Avenue, 
Chevy Chase , last November. Amon g 
other amenities, the facility includes five 
racquetball court s, th ree of which have 
glass back walls, one squash court, two 
complete co nditionin g clinics , two 
saun as, two whirlpools and two sun 
rooms. Also, the club has a medical 
advisory staff, for updating fitness 
progra ms. 

Located in the penthouse of a business 
building in th e heart of the busine ss 
dist rict, th e club's progr ams are aimed at 
"exec utive fitnes s." Memberships are 
available for conditionin g only, or for 
both court and fitness facilities. Fees 
range from $150 to $400 for initiation, 
and $20 to $40 for monthly dues. For 
more inform ation , cont act Chevy Chase 
Athletic Club, Penthouse, Barlow 
Building , 5454 Wisconsin Avenue , 
Chevy Chase , Md . , 20015, or call 301-
656 -8834. • 
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WINNING POINTS 

FANCY 
FOOTWORK 
POSITIONING FOR CEILING SHOTS 
By Mike Yellen 
Mike Yellen, ranked third on the pro 
circuit, is a member of Ektelon 's 
professional player advisory staff 

The triclciest pan of a ceiling shot isn't 
how you move your racquet arm, but 
rather, how you move your feet. How­
and where - you set up determines 
whether or not you'll be able to get a 
good piece of the ball with your racquet 
even be.fore your arm has a chance to do 
its stuff. 

The reason the footwork is so difficult 
in this shot is that it involves running 
backwards, or backpedaling, which is 
not an easy movement to execute. Most 
sports, after all, are designed for forward 

C> 

Poa#lonlnp under the ball Is the key to hltinp • pood ceiling 
allot_ ,he correct IOOlworlt carrying you Into the back 
coun ahouk1 grve you more tine to properly position yourself . 
Her• Gary l<roesch demonsrrates the problems of lettrlg the 
bel pel too far 0.hlnd you. He 1$ stretched OUI ~ on his toes 
""'1ch - ,.,,uc:e lhe Ill he w/11 be •lw lo p/ve the bllll and 
II: pre1en1 anple ta QolnQ 10 carry II loo hlph Into the ee l/mp. 
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movement. But the amount of back­
pedaling you have to do in a racquetball 
game with the normal amount of ceiling 
shots is probably equivalent to that done 
by a basketball guard who spends half the 
game moving backwards in a full court 
press, or a baseball outfielder who has to 
fade back to the wall for a long fly on 
every pitch. It's an important , but often 
overlooked, aspect of the game . 

Most ceiling rally errors aren't the 
res ult of a poor stroke, but rather , of a 
poor setup which forces a poor stroke. 
For a ceiling ball, getting there and 
getting set up for your shot is half the 
battle. 

Shots hit too high into the ceiling or 
right into the front wall are, more often 

./ 

Agar! Gary demonslnles the per ls of being out of position for 
your ceiling returns . Here he nas had to contact the ball too 
tar forward and is ag_, drawn off balance. Without enough 
lilt the bal IS headed stralpht for• spot h/Qh on the I root 
w•I. resulling In an offenslve shot for his opponent alter 
rebounding off the back wall 

than not, the result of the player being in 
the wrong position in relation to the 
falling ball when he contacts it. This 
could be caused either by the player 
misjudging where the ball will fall or by 
not getting back into position quickly 
enough. 

Let 's break down the normal ceiling 
rally to find out how to backpedal into 
position for it, settin g aside those ceiling 
shot situations where backward 
movement isn't necessary. The usual 
ceiling rally scenario goes somet hing like 
this: 

You have just hit a shot which forces a 
ceiling return from your opponent . From 
the center court position, which you 
always assume after your shots , you will 
have to move to the back wall to recover 
your opponent's ceiling shot. 

You will be standing in cente r court 
with your feet spread about shou lder's 
width and more or less facing the front 
wall. Your body will be turned slightly, 
though. so that you can look over your 
should er and see what your opponent is 
doing behind you . If he is on the left, you 
will be turned slightly to the left and vice 
versa if he is on the right. 

You need to watch the ball at all times 
during a game and to try to anticipate its 
direction as soon as possible after your 

Here Gary Is properly pasitioned and balanced for his ce lllng 
return. He was dlreclly under the ball when it lo lf and now has 
good lift olf his left fool which Is planted securely on lht, floor. 



opponent h its it, in order to leave 
yourself as much time as possible to get 
to the spot where it ' s headed. You 
shouldn't start fading back un til your 
opponent hits the ball , though, because 
he could try to pinch or kill it if you do 
(not high percentage shots for him but 
the odds improv e if you commit yourself 
too soon). 

Once you know that your opponent's 
shot will be a ceiling ball and see the 
direction it is headed , your job is to get 
back to the spot where the ball is going to 
fall as quickly as possible so as to give 
yourself as much time as possible to set 
up for it . Now, anyone is capable of 
moving from one point on the court to 
another, even if it must be done running 
backwards . The question is, how ef­
ficiently can it be accomplished? 

There are three possible directions in 
which you will have to move. If you r 
opponent hits a ceiling ball to the rear 
comer, to which you are already turned 
-t hat is , down -the -l ine - you are 
already one step on your way . J ust push 
off wit h the foot closest to the front wall, 
stepping out with the rear foot. Then 
step over with the front foot and push off 

again, moving toward the rear corner on 
a diagonal. 

Quickness is important, but so is 
control. You don't want to trip up with 
this crossover step or you can kiss the 
point good-bye. Keep your knees bent 
and take small, controlled steps, not long 
strides . Get your racquet up on your way 
back. 

If the ball is hit to the comer to which 
you have your back turned, your init ial 
move is slightly more compl icated. It's 
not unu sual to see beginners do a little 
dance of sorts here before they get going . 
The correct way is to pivot on your rear 
foot , stepping back with the foot which 
had been closest to the front wall and 
then crossing over with the pivot foot. 
Continue to step out and cross over until 
you get to the spot you want. 

If the ball is hit directly back down the 
midd le of the court, no pivoting is 
necessary and you will use a true back­
pedaling step instead of the crossover 
step. The ball will probab ly be moving 
faster tha n it does in a cross-court shot 
and so you will have to keep up. You also 
will have to quickly decide which side of 
your body you want to take the shot on 

and make the adjustment. 
Don't hit the ball on the run or while 

up on your toes. You need a solid footing 
flat on the floor when you contact the 
ball so that you can push off and gain 
more lift in your racquet. Pos ition 
yourself so that the ball falls even with 
your body. 

If you let the ball fall behind you , you 
will be shooting behind your head and 
will be drawn off balance . The ball will 
have too much of an upward angle into 
the ceiling and won't make it to the front 
wall. If you shoot with the ball too far 
forward, you will be drawn up on your 
toes and the ball will angle into the front 
wall directly, giving your opponent an 
offensive opport unity when it rebounds 
off the back wall again. 

The correctly hit ceiling ball will 
str ike the ceiling about five feet from the 
front wall, loft high off that wall and drop 
right down the back wall. Being in the 
right position under the ball for you r 
shot is a judgmenta l ability that you will 
acquire with practice, but being able to 
move backwards quick ly, efficient ly and 
under contro l will give you mo re time to 
make that judgment. • 

Don't Miss A Month Of 
A PICTURE'S WORTH 

1,000WORDS 

If you are moving, please send in 
this change of address form so you 
won't miss a month of Racquetball 
Magazine. 

---------T--•-----------I I I Name _ _ _______ _______ I 

I O/dAddress ______________ I 
I City / Sta te / Zip ____ ____ ___ __ I 
I I I NewAddress _ ____ ___ _ _____ I 

I City / State / Zip _______ _ _____ I 

I Please allo w 6 wee ks for address change I 
I ~ ~~e~ct I 

L-------------------l 
Mail to: 
Racquetball Magazine 
P.O. Box 10766 
Des Moines, Iowa 50340 

Her e's the picture 

Write us for the words 
about offering elegance at you r 

new or existing facility 

WHIRL-SPA INC $i> 
WHIRLPOOL BATHS 

5320 NW 10th Terrace. Ft. Lauderdale. Fla. 33309 / (305) 491 -0600 
''De.lie, lnqu1nes 1m.,t-.?d 

TOLL FREE 800 -327-5589 
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WINNING POINTS 

TIME 
TELLS 
CONDITIONING AFTER FORTY 
By Charlie Garfinkel 
EDITOR'S NOTE : Charlie 'The Gar' 
Garfink el is not quite ready lo change his 
nickname lo 'Old Gar, 'but neith er is he 
th e stropping youngster of yesteryear . 
Having just /u rned 4 1 last Janu ary, 
'Th e Gar' is now, naturally , a self 

-professed expert on conditioning after 
40. Herewith his advice lo thos e who 
find thems elves in similar circumstances. 

Contrary to popul ar opinion , I don 't 
play racquetball five hours a day, run 
seven miles a day, or do two hours of 
stretching exe rcises every day. How ever , 
I do believe in keeping my bcxly flexible 
and in top physical cond ition . If you are 
in the 40-a nd -over category, as I am , it 
becom es more and more import ant to 
stay in shape. 

For conditioning, racquetba ll 1s an 
excellent sport. Not only i it enjoyable, 
bu t it also provide s a super workout. 
How eve r , after 40 it is espec ially im­
port ant that you condition properly with 
running and other exercises, as well as 
playing the game, in order to deriv e the 
utmo st ben efits from the sport. 

Per sonally, I try to work out eve ry day 
with an occa sional day off. My program 
consi sts of four or five days of playing 
against an opponent, combin ed with two 
or three days of practi cing by myself and 
running . On the days that I play against 
an opponent , I do 10 minutes of 
stretching exercises before I start 
playing. Then , when I play , I play for 
only an hour or an hour and 15 mi ­
nutes - but as hard as I can . 

(I always play singles, because in 
doubles it takes almost twice as long to 
get a comparable workou t. Howev er , if 
you prefer to play doubles, by all means 
do so.) The stretching and racquetball 
workout, I feel, is more than sufficient 
for one day. 

Usually , on the day following such a 
strenuous workout, I'll practice on the 
court alone for 45 minutes to an hour . 
T<? supplement my practicing, I run 2 ½ 
miles. I try to run the distance in 17 to 
19 minutes - but then I have an ad-
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vantage, considerin g the length of my 
feet. Howeve r , if you run the distance in 
20 to 22 minut es, you ' re still making 
good tim e. In addition to the runnin g, I 
try to do about 10 minutes of st retc hing . 
(You should always stretch before 
runnin g, to avoid injuri es.) 

Alt ernating workout s by playing an 
opponent one day and practicing alone 
the next is a good methcxl of keeping the 
40 -and-over racquetba ller in top con ­
dition . But , if I'm prepar ing for a 
tourn ament , I' ll change my program 
somewhat. At least four times in th e two 
weeks prior to a tournament I tr y to have 
doub le workouts, making sur e the 
workout s are spaced four to five hour s 
apart. 

I vary the double worko ut per iods 
somewh at ; someti mes playing an op­
ponent in both, sometimes using one 
period for running . Th e most importa nt 
thin g to remember, though , when 
scheduling double workout s, is to let 
your body rest seve ral hours between 
tim es. It 's esse nti al for letting your bcxly 
replenish strength and vitali ty. 

During this pre -tourn ament period, I 
maint ain my regular sc hedul e of 
worko ut s , in addi tion to the doubl e 
workouts, with one notable exception. 
Two days before the tou rnam ent is to 
begin, I ' ll practice for an hour (each day) 
just working on my shots. 

Before I turn ed 40, I used to rest the 
day before the tournament. Then , 
durin g the tournament, I would pace 
myself when I fel t I needed to, as I 
u sua lly play ed in tw o divi sio ns . 
However , an incident occu rred in last 
year's N ation als th at changed my 
thinkin g somewhat. 

Having just turned 40 in January, 
1979 , I decided to enter both the 
N ational Singl es and Doubles , which 
were being held at the same tim e. I was 
entered in the newly formed National 
Veterans Seniors Championships (ages 
40-44 ). But , when I arrived at the 
tournam ent site, I was given the 
disheartening message that my doubles 

partn er, Dr. Bill Kin g, was unable to 
atte nd . 

Because we were the defending 
Nation al Seniors Doubles Champio ns , I 
was, naturally , disappointed. However, 
it turn ed out to be a blessing in disguise. I 
went on to win the National Veterans 
Seniors Sing les Championships without 
droppin g a game. 

I also formul ated some new ideas and 
different strategies about racquetball for 
the 40 -and -over player. 

First of all , if Dr. Kin g had been able 
to play, I would have been playing twice 
a day for about five days in a row. Even 
though 1 was physica lly and mentally 
prepared to play both sing les and 
doubles, the bene fits of playing only once 
a day were immediately evident to me. 

Name! y, I had time to practi ce shots 
that needed wo rk in -be tween the 
matche . Becau e I had so mu ch free 
time, I cou ld spend about 45 minutes 
working out. The difference in having 
that extra practice session was con ­
siderable . I was more limbe r and felt 
bette r prepa red for my matches . Even 
though I was on the cou rt twice a day, 
my practice session was a non -pressure 
situ at ion, so I was able to concentrat e 
and work out at a leisu rely pace. That 
lack of pressure, I believe, was the key to 
my success , a I felt more mentally and 
physically alert at the end of the day than 
I had when playing in two events . This is 
espec ially import ant to the 40 -and-ove r 
category of players. 

Anoth er point for the 40 -and -over 
player to consider is th at of which 
division to play in . M y advice is to play 
in the division that you feel you stand the 
best chance of winning. Don't liste n to 
your friends who tell you th at you' re still 
good enoug h to win the Open division. 
Perhaps you are the best player in your 
area . (T hen again, maybe there's a 
shorta ge of 15-yea r-old marvels like 
Mike Levine in you r area.) But think 
about it. Can you really with stand the 
rigors of a tournament in which you play 
three or four opponents who are 10 to 15 
years younger tha n you? (Just think 
whe re Dr. Bud Muehl eisen would be 
today if he'd continued to compete at 
that level , inste ad of going on to the 
M aste rs division . He'd probably still be 
pulling teeth , instead of becomin g a 
legend in his own lifetime .) 

Anoth er mist ake to avo id is playing in 
two divisions. Just as I learn ed it was 
better to play in eithe r single s or 
doubles , rather tha n both, so it goes for 
Open and Senio r division s . If you feel 
you' re '' copping ou t , '' by playing in the 



"o ld men 's division ," be assur ed you 
will find plent y of competit ion there . 
(Aft er all , that 's my division now!) If 
you play in both Op en and Senior 
divisions, I can pr actically guarantee you 
two losses. Pla y in your own division and 
you' ll stand a good chance of winning . 

Aft er all , it 's just comm on sense . In a 
weekend tourn ame nt , you may find 
yourself play ing four times a day (if you 
compete in two divisions) . You ' ll also 
have to refe ree in -between matche s. So, 
you won't be gett ing th e rest that you 
need. Being ove r 40 mean s that your 
body needs more tim e to recover. Play 
one event ! 

I've also picked up ome othe r points 
th at I feel can be helpful. For instan ce, 
some racquetball players like to mix 
racquetball with squa sh and tennis . I 
used to do th is freqµen ti y, and was 
fortuna te enou gh to have won the 
Buffalo City Racquetball , Squa sh and 
T enn is Ch ampio nships i.n 1969. Even 
though I was a mer e 30 years old at th e 
time, I cou ld already ee the negative 
aspects of uch a program. 

Nam ely, you use different racquets of 
differin g weight s, sizes and grips. You 
use different st rokes in each of th e 
games, which can result in pu lled 
mu scles if you're not caref ul. 

I 've qui t playing quash altogethe r , 
but I still play tenn is abo ut s ix weeks a 
year. Yet , I never mix tenni s and 
racquetball . So, st ick to on e sport and 
your game will be con iste nt. T his is , of 
course , my opi nion and others may 
disagree wit h me. St ill , th is ph ilosop hy 
has worked well for me . 

Anot her helpful idea for the 40 -and ­
over player is chang ing equipm ent. I 
used to use a 4 112 size grip and a heavy 
racquet. But when I found myself having 
mor e and more ar m probl ems I switched 
to a graphi te racquet that is lightweight, 
and I also went to a 4 5/ 16 size gr ip. 
The results were amazing, if I do say so 
myself. I found th at I could hi t the ball 
harder and with more control. But even 
more import ant, my arm prob lems 
disappea red . 

On e last sugges tion, regarding your 
shoes. I 've found th at medium , or even 
high -cut sneakers can provide better 
support for my ankl es. 

Finally , condi tioning , court str ategy 
and equipm ent are imp ortant for playe rs 
of all ages. H oweve r . th ey are even more 
im portant to "yo un gs te rs" of 40 -and ­
over. By adh erin g to some of the 
sugges tion s I 've made here, I sincerely 
believe that you can continu e winning 
for years to come. • 

Suddenly it looks like 
everyone is running. 

Why don't you join them? 
For more informa11on. write 

Fitness 
Washington. D C 2020 t 

The President's Counc il • 
on Physical Fitness and Sports 

BUILT BY THE PROS 
PORTHE PROS 

Dr. Bud Muehlei sen is 
reco gniz ed as one of the mos t 
knowledgeable persona lities In 
th e rac quetb a ll field . He is also 

the Presi de nt of M- M Court 
Syst ems, the manufacturers of 

first-rate faci lities for racquetba ll. 
The M-M team has intr od uc ed many inn ovation s in design and 

const ruction that ma tch the specific nee ds of pro fessiona l players . For 
examp le, we have pione e red and perfec ted precision-fit M- M pane ls that 
can be attached to concret e, masonry or s tee l stud systems . The smooth, 
so lid, playing surfa ce prov ides a cons istent ba ll bounce and exce llen t 
playability . M-M also lead s th e indus try in acoustical sound deadening 
techniques . 

Another importan t feature is that the interior wa lls of our court 
sys tems are non- load be a ring , allowi ng eas y convertibility of the 
building . This ease of conv erti bility makes financing an easier task . 

Und er the guidanc e of Dr. Bud, our co mp etent person nel will provide 
you total professional assistance with your plans, installation and 
operation . 

M- M Co ur t Sys tems are aes th etical ly pleasing, durable, eas y to 
ma intai n and second to none in quality . 

Tho ughtfu lly bu ilt by th e pros, for the pros . 
Cal l or wr ite M-M Cou rt Sys tems . 

M-M Court Systems, Inc. 
2340 Tampa Avenue, Suite E 
El C a Jon, CA 920 20 (7 14) 697-1344 
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lcorect1rtl 
RACQUETBALL welcomes all tournaments to report their 
results. Please list all rounds of each event. Scorecard will 
report as many rounds of each tournament as space allows. 

For rea sons of spa ce and cl ar ity , to ur · 
nament results subm i tted for fisting i n 
" Scorecard " should be arranged as shown 
in the example below. Entries using thi s 
format stand a better chance of being i n ­
cluded In the " Scorecard " section. 

Men's Open : 
Semiflnals : John Sm ith over Peter Smith 

21-7, 21-15; John Doe over Peter Doe 21·20, 
21· 13. 

Fina ls : John Smith over John Doe 21·20, 
13·21, 21· 16. 

Phi/ Panarella J r. (right ), winner o f tho Mon 's A division in the A rmstrona Rubber Co. Opon 

ARMSTRONG RUBBER CO . OPEN 
December 28-30 
The Court Club 

North Haven, Connecticut 

B Doubles: 
Semifinals: Cassess e . Kroopneck ov er N . 

G . Diamond 21·8, 21-13; Mu shln 
Rodolaki s ov er Lahoud - Nakora default by 
injury . 

Finals : Ca ssesse · Kroopn eck Ol(er Mush In · 
Rodolak ls 21· 10, 21·20. 

Open Doubles : 
Semifinals : Risl ey · Metzner ov er Curley · 

Ureses 21- 10, 21-11; Frass · Steffens over 
Panarella · Silvano 21-15, 21-7. 

Finals : R isley · Metzner over Frass -
Steffens 21· 20, 6·21, 11·0. 

Men's Open : 
Semifinals: Panarella over Fruin default; 

Dehm over Waltz 17-21, 21· 14, 11·8. 
Finals : Panarella over Dehm 21·15, 17-21, 

11·8. 
Men ' s B: 
Semifinals : Sw a rtz over Timpson 21-13, 21· 

6 ; Rodolak i s over Diamond 21· 12, 21-11. 
Finals: Swartz over Rodolakis 21·16, 21-5 . 
Men's C: 
Semifinals : Mar shall over Davis 21-14, 18· 

21, 11-3; Salvagno over Hurwitz 21-19, 16-21, 
11 · l. 

Finals : Marshall over Sa lva g no 21-20, 21-12. 
Women ' s C: 
Semifinals: Mayer over Maher 21-19, 10-21, 

11·2; Ettinger over Domain 21-17, 21-10. 
Finals: Mayer over Ettinger 21-10, 21·20. 
Women's Open: 
Semifinals : Margo -Chase Wells over Karen 

Van Kampen 21-7 , 21-4; Susan Hury,,itz over 
Judy Lauder 21· 17, 17-21, 11·3. 

Finals : Wells over Hurwitz 21·19, 21-11. 

ARKANSAS OPEN 
Kessinger ' s 

Little Rock, Arkansas 

Men's A: 1st : Bob Daniel ; 2nd: Keith 
Blackmon ; 3rd : Fred Aylett; 4th: Don 
Kessinger . 

Men's B: lSt : Steve Stevens ; 2nd : 
Carolyn Kess i nger ; 3rd : Fallon Dav is ; 
4th : Ken Brown . 

Men's C: 1st: J eff Brun t haver; 2nd : Joe 
Sm else r ; 3rd : Jim Watts ; 4th : Seaborn 
Be ll . 

Men's Masters: l s ! : Robert Thornton ; 
2nd : Che s t e r Ph i ll lp s ; 3rd : Bob 
Slu sav ek ; 4th : Jam es Sager . 

Women's B : 1st : V icky Daily ; 2nd : Gwen 
Young ; 3rd : Marlene Crowell; 4th: 
Dana Yancey . 

Women's C : 1st : Sherry Rauch; 2nd: 
Joanne Jones; 3rd : Jeannie Weir; 
4th : Sandra Carlisle . 

CHEYENNE CLASSIC RACQUETBALL 
TOURNAMENT 

January 10-13 
Cheyenne Rocky Mountain Health Club 

Cheyenne, Wyoming 

Men ' s A : 
Consolation : Ted Wiley over B i ll Ruck 21-14, 

21-14. 
Quarterfinals : Frank Leydens over Dick 

O' Gara 21-13, 21· 17; Dan Sell over J . R. 
Johnson 21-12, 21 ·8; Charlie Wicker over 
Mike Hopkins 21-11, 21·4; Mario lbbara 
over Richard Doyl e 21-17, 21·5. 

Semifinals: Dan Sell over Frank Leydens 21 · 
18, 4-21, 11· 10; Charlie W ic ke r over Mario 
lbbara 15-21, 21· 12, 11·2. 

Finals: Charlie Wi c ker over Dan Sell 21·7, 
21-16. 

Men ' s B: 
Consolation : John Bouzis ov er Doug Payne 

21· 11, 21-14. 
Quarterfinals: St eve Galassini over Don 

E ldon 21·9, 21· 16; Kim Hall ov er Tom 
Walk er 21· 19, 15·21, 11-10; BIii Buller over 
Bob Skolasky 21-10, 21· 15; Cal Nickel over 
John Cowart 21·5, 17-21, 11·6. 

Semlflnals : Steve Galassini over Kim Hall 
21· 16, 21·7; BIii Butler over Cal Nickel 21-14, 
21· 16. 

Flnals: Stev e Galassini over Bill Butler 21· 
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NOWAARA 
MEMBERS ARE 
WINNERS WITH 

A 150/o DISCOUNT 
FROM HERTZ. 

American Amateur Racquetball Association members 
are entitled to a 15% discount on published daily Gas-Not­
Included, Time and Mileage Rates at all corporate and 
participating licensee locations in the 48 contiguous 
United States except Florida. Other discounts apply in 
Alaska. Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Florida. Different 
discounts apply on weekly and monthly Gas-Not-Included 
Rates. Canadian rates and at International Destinations. 
Check Hertz for details. 

Discounts do not apply to Tour / Touring Rates and 
certain other non-discountable rates, nor do they apply 
to CDW , PAI. drop charges, refueling service charges 
and taxes . 

Please present your AARA membership card at the 
time of rental. Standard Hertz rental qualifications are 
applicable. 

REMEMBER-when making your reservations, give the 
AARA Hertz ID No. 21779. 

CALL HERTZ NOW (800) 654-3131 
or call your Travel Consultant 

WHERE WINNERS RENT; 
Hertz Rents Fords and Other Fine Cars . 
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12, 21-7. 
Men's C : 
Consolation: Tim Collin s over Dan Ollar 21· 

16, 21-12. 
Quarterfinals : Jim Reed over Bob Hartl ei p 

21- 12, 21-8; Guy Arneson over Steve 
Engelk in g 21-9, 21-10; Steve Buckne r over 
Phil Harker 21-16, 21-10; Don Fox over Al 
Weston 21-18, 21 -11. 

Semifinal s : Jim Reed over Guy Arneson 21· 
9, 20 -21 , 11-2 ; Steve Bu c kne r ov er Don Fox, 
forfeit . 

Finals: J im Reed over Steve Buckner 14-21, 
21· 15, 11-4. 

Men's D : 
Consolation : Jeff Eldon ov er Allen Brett 21· 

12, 21·7. 
Quarterfinals : Micheal Stertz over Jim 

Olsen 20-21, 21-20, 11-3; Dan Bright ov er 
Jeff Kwallek 17-21, 21· 12, 11-10; Mike 
Mcvay over Pat Colgan 21·3, 21·9; Larry 
Garrett ov er John Harp 21-5, 21· 10. 

Semifinals : M ic hael Stertz over Don Bright 
21-6, 21-12; Larry Garr ett over Mike 
M cVay 21-9, 21· 16. 

Finals : Micha el Stertz over Larry Garrett 
21-11, 21-10. 

Women's A: 
Consolation: Loris Sherman over Maree 

M itchum , forfe i t . 
Semifinals: Cathy Hen shaw over Kim 

Morton 21-11, 21· 16; Marl a H iggins over 
Patsy Hopkins 21-15, 21-15. 

Finals: Cathy Henshaw over Marla Higgins 
21- 11, 21-20. 

Women 's B : 
Consolation : Tia McK enz ie over Chris Hall 

21- 18, 18-21, 11-6. 
Quarterf i nals: Sharon Snyd er ove r Karen 

Dr ago, forfeit ; Kandy Wood ley over Jenny 
Bustos 21-14, 21· 13; Sue Lang over Donna 
Govan 21·5, 21-8; Carolyn Kwaller over 
Mi ckey Spleles 21-16, 21-13. 

Semifinals : Sharon Snyder over Kandy 
Woodley 21·4, 21·6; Sue Lang ov e r Carolyn 
Kwallek 21-15, 21-18. 

Finals: Sue Lang ov er Sharon Snyder 21-13, 
2 1-5. 

Women's C : 
Consolation : Timmy Crowe over Darl ene 

Brooks 21-9, 21-14. 
Quarterfinals : Debbie Hig g i ns over Jo an 

Wicker 21-8, 21-20 ; Pr ema Arasu over 
Sharon Payne 19-21, 21-12, 11-3; Sharmon 
Reed over LuAnna Fi sher 21-6, 14-21, 11-7; 
Donna Huppert over Linda Ste ll e rn 21-9, 21· 
0 . 

Semifinal s: Prema Arasu ov e r Debb ie 
Higgin s 21· 10, 21·12; Donn a Hupp er t over 
Sharmon Reed 21-6, 21-16. 

Finals: Donna Hupp ert over Prema Arasu 
16-21, 21 -13, 11-8. 

PABST / SERA FALL OPEN 
Point South Racquet Club 

Dothan, Alabama 

Men's Open: 
Quarterfinals : Schwartz over Cason 21-9, 

21-20 ; Winn over Coleman 21 -8, 21-16; 
Brown over Jackson 21-18, 21-9; K im · 
brough over Jordan 21-13, 21-17. 

Semifinals: Winn over Schwa rtz 5·21, 21-19, 
15-14; Kimbrough over Brown 2 1-20, 21· 12. 

Finals : Kimbrough over Winn 21-15, 19-21, 
15·6. 

Th ir d: Schwartz. 
Men's Senior s: 
Semifinals : Webster over Wegner 16-21, 21-

14, 15-5; Ja ckso n over Nea l 2 1-2, 2 1-12. 
Finals : Webst e r over Jackson 21·5, 21-11. 
Third : Webs ter . 
Men 's Jr. Vets 
Semifinals : Coleman ·over Smith 21-5, 21-8; 



The 
one part 

ofyourgame 
that never has 

an off day. 

Rely on it . When all your shots are working. And when they're not. 
Because even on those days your game's more off than on , the 

Penn®Ultra-blue racquetball performs . Shot after shot. 
Game after game. Whether your style is power or finesse. 

This ball is so lively, consistent, and durable, we back it 
with the guarantee no one else offers : If any Penn ball 
should fail before the label wears off , return it to the place 
of purchase or to Penn for two new balls . 

Ask anyone who plays it. Once you try Penn. you won't 
go back to anything else. Because even if you're off, it's on. 

Penn Athletic Products Company. 200 Mall (";J.-j 
Boulevard, Monroeville, PA 15146. 



AARABALL 
APPROVAL 

Listed below are the ball manufacturers who have 
received approval of the ir products in AA RA sanc­
tioned tournaments . For tournament sponsorship , 
contact these manufacturers , your AA RA State 
Director, or Nat ional Headquarters at 901-761-1172. 

Ektelon 

Head 

Penn 

Regent 

Seamco 

Trenway 

Vittert 

Voit 

Point West 

Spalding 

Sportcraft 

TENTION 
COi.Jiii CLUB 

OWNERS 
ENTER YOUR MEMBERS IN THE AARA/RACQUETBALL 

MAGAZINE "EVERYONE WINS" GIANT SWEEPSTAKES. 

The Grand Prize is an all expense paid 
luxury Mex ican holiday . 

Hundreds of other major prize winners will divide over 
$50,000 worth of racquetball merchand ise . 

Make sure your membership gets its fair chance . 

For de tails contact your AARA Stat e Direc tor (se e pag e 4 2 ) or call J ill Faza ke rly 
at RACQUETBALL Magazine, 90 1-345 -8000 . 
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Be ll ov er Sim mons 21·7, 21·2. 
Final s : Co le m an ove r Bell 21· 10, 21·6. 
Th ird : Smith . 
M en 's B : 
Qua r t erf i nal s: Cason over Davidson 21-14, 

21·8; Mc Ree over Fall 21· 17, 21·9; Gerard 
over Bell 21· 16, 21· 12; Jackson over 
Chambliss 21· 14, 19·21, 15-14. 

Sem ifi nal s: Cason over McRee 21·7, 21·7; 
J ackso n over Gerard 21· 12, 21·8. 

Fin a ls: Jackson ove r Cason 21· 13, 8·21, 15·8. 
Th ir d : Gerard . 
M en's C: 
Qu arterf i na ls : Moranle over Cohen 21· 17, 

21·9; Rlllstone over Myers 18-21, 21·6, 15·4 ; 
Thompson over Hembree 21·9, 20-21, 15-10; 
Shaw over Smith 21· 15, 21· 19. 

Sem i f i na ls: Moran te over Ti l lstone 21·9, 21· 
12; Thompson ove r Shaw 21· 10, 21·16. 

Fi na ls : Morante over Thompso n 21· 12, 21 6. 
Th ir d : Rillstone . 
Wom en 's Op en : 
Ro u nd Rob i n : 1st : Burkette. 2nd : 

Conrad . 3rd: Stewart. 
W om en's C: 
Qu arter f i na ls: Th ur low over Hembree 21· 

18, 21· 18; Hech t over Game l 21· 19, 21·9; 
Wages ove r Hodges 21-14, 21·5; B l i tz over 
Youngsma 21· 14, 21·2. 

Se m ifi nal s : Hech t over Thurlow 21·3, 21·5; 
B l itz ove r Wages 21· 11, 21· 0. 

F i na ls: Hecht over Biltz 12·21, 21-13, 15·9. 
Th i rd : Thu r low . 

F IR ST ANN U AL TIG E R OPEN 
Th e Ra cqu et Club 
Auburn , A lab a m a 

M e n 's Op en : 1st : Jim Cullen; 2nd : 
B ryce Anderson ; 3rd : Jay Schwartz . 

M en 's B : 1st : Bob Latham ; 2nd : Tim 
T racy ; 3rd : T ico Fernandez . 

M en's C: 1st : Jim Cannon ; 2nd : Mike 
Bowden ; 3rd: Ricky Rife . 

Wom en's Op en : 1st : Babel"le Bu r kette ; 
2nd : J an et Marshall; 3rd : A nn e Bur 
bach . 

Wom en's C : 1st : Letha Daniel ; 2nd : · 
D arlene Conrad ; 3rd : Shelley Z eiden . 

M en's Op en Do u bl es : Cullen · V incent over 
Ray · O len. 

M en's B Do u bl es : Coche ll • Thomas over 
Shields · Marshall. 

Jun i or s: 1st : T i m Tracy ; 2nd : Herb 
Weaver; 3rd: G r ant Anderson . 

S e n i or s: ls! : Roger Wehrle ; 
2nd: Ronald Clark ; 3rd : Andy Ander · 
son . 

EASTERN AIR L IN E S/ SEAMCO 
RACQUETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Nov em b er 9-11 
Downtown Rac q uet Club 
N ew Ha v en , Conn ec t ic ut 

M en 's Op en : 
Quart erfina ls : Vic N iederhoffer over Joe 

Cu rley 21·7, 21·5; Mike Romano over Brain 
Dehm21 · 18, 16·21, 11·7; Rob M cKinney over 
Ro n Mi rek 21·7, 16·21, 11·9 ; Charl ie Horton 
ov er D a v e M atur a h 21· 2, 21· 12. 

Sem ifi nals : N ie d er hoff er over Romano 21· 
8, 21•2; Ho r to n ove r M cKi n ney. 

Final s: N ie de rho ffer over Horton 21· 14, 21· 
14. 

Wom en's Op en : 
Semif ina ls: Fr ancine Davis over Margo 

Chase -W ells, fo rfeit; Bonnie St o ll over 
M elanie Tayl or 21-17, 21·7. 

Final s: Bon n ie Sto ll ove r Fra n cine D avis 
21· 17, 20·2 1, 11·8 . 

Op en Doubl es : 
Quart e rfinals : C h arlie Hor t on • Mike 

Ro mano ov er Pete Silvano · Allen Horn · 



stein 21·4, 21·5; Ron Mirek • Dennis Fon ­
seca over J eff Rosenb la tt · Soc V erses 21 · 
12, 21· 17; Ed Castillo · Tom Wa l tz over Ja ck 
Nocera · Howie Pack er 17·21, 21·3, 11·6 ; 
Jeff Coyle · Sa l Marc i over D . Wall s • Paul 
Wicha 21·17, 14·21, 11 7. 

Semifinals : Horton · Romano over M i r ek • 
Fonseca 21-12, 18·21, 11-6; Castillo • Waltz 
over Coy le · M arci 21· 6, 21·8. 

F i nals : Horton · Romano over Castillo • 
Waltz 21-16, 21· 17. 

Men 's Senior s: 
Quart er finals : Tom Wa ltz over B. Cohen 21· 

14, 21 ·12; Dave Yurgaitisover Sal Mar c i 2 1· 
1, 19·21, 11· 1; E d Cas t illo over Je ff Coyle 21· 
12, 21-17 ; J ack No cera over Pete Roy ston 
21·20, 21· 14. 

Semifinals: Wal tz over Yurgaitis 21· 15, 21· 
17; Noc e ra over Ca st i llo 20 ·21, 21· 16, 11· 10. 

Finals : Waltz ov e r N oce ra 21· 14, 21· 17. 
B-C Doubl es : 
Quarterfinal s: J oe Pezza · Tony H aralam 

over Gary Sq ui res · Mike W ie ner 15·21, 21· 
12, 11·9; W ill V e rh oeff Ir a Kroopneck over 
Jeff Ros enbl a tl - Jeff Has let 21·8, 21· 19; 
Goldrich · Luck wa ld t over Jack Mu sh in · 
John Whitl ock 21· 12, 21-11; M a rshall Na i m o 
· Ba rr y M c D ermott ov er Donegan • 
Copeland 21- 13, 10· 21, 11-9. 

Semifinal s: Pezza H ara lam over 
K roopn eck · V e rho eff 11·21, 21·5, 11·8 ; 
Na i mo · M c Dermott ov er Goldr ich • Lu ck · 
waldt 21· 18, 21· 3. 

Finals: Pezza • H aralam ove r Naimo • 
M cDe rmott 21-9, 21· 12. 

Men 's B : 
Quart erfinal s: V ic A lva rez over J . B agal i a 

21·6, 21· 13; Mik e We in er ov er John Casci o 
9 ·21, 21· 11, 11·5 ; Ph i l Scan nel ov er L a rr y 
Scaff 21·7, 21-8; Joh n M c Kinney over Steve 
Squire 12·21, 21· 10, 11·9 . 

Semifinals : A lvarez ove r We in er 21· 16, 21· 
13; McKinney ov er Scanne l 12·2 1, 21· 1 l , 11· 
4. 

Final s : McKinn ey ove r A lvarez 21·5, 21· 17. 
M en' s C: 
Final s: Jeff Shapiro over B. Hussey 2 1· 12, 

21·8. 
Men' s Novice : 
Quarterfinals : C. Good over Steve Brown 21· 

15, 16·21, 11-2; Charles H enz y over J erry 
Magaln ick 21· 10, 21· 10; s. Man tley ov er 
John Mill er 21· 14, 21· 14; Di ck Squires ove r 
J eff K r is ta nse n 21· 1, 21·8. 

Semifinals : Henz y ove r Good 20·21, 21·7, 11· 
9; Mantley ov er Sq ui res 21· 12, 21· 17. 

Finals : Mantl ey over Henzy 21·8, 21· 10. 
Women's B: 
Quarterfinal s: Rit a Hurwitz over Ann 

Rothberg 21·10, 21· 19; Debbie Amiot ov er 
Peggy Oberg 21· 16, 21·6; Veronica Tella 
over Gail Ue llind ahl 21· 10, 21· 15; Ca rol 
Nestle ov er Ro semary Csapo 21·6, 21·8. 

Semifinals : Hurw i tz over Ami ot 21·9, 21-10; 
Te lla over Ne stl e 21·6, 21·8. 

Finals : Hurwit z ov er Tella 21·9, 21· 12. 
Women 's C : 
Quarterfinals : L. Ksieniewicz ov er Pa m 

Piazza 21·15, 21·2; Li sa Hoffman ov er 
Doreen Beno it 21·2, 21-11; P . Boro w ov er 
Rosemary Csapo 21·8, 4·21, 11-10; Gail 
Stanle'( over B etty M arron e 21·4, 21· 14. 

Semifinals : Hoffman over Ksi en lewlcz 21· 
16, 21·15; Borow over Stanley 21· 4, 21· 14. 

Final s: Hoffm an ov er Borow 21· 14, 21· 14. 
Women's Novice: 
Qua rterfina Is: Judy Dom a in over Lori 

Bro c h in 21· ll , 21 -8; P. Dziub ina over 
Sutton , forf e it ; Lu c y Mill er over Lisa 
Smith 21·2, 21· 19 ; c. Talucci over Te rry 
Beers 21·5, 15·21 , 11·4. 

Semifinals: Domain over Dziublna 21· 15, 21 · 
7; Talu cci over Mill e r 21· 10, 21· 2. 

Finals : Talucc i ov er Dom ai n 21 ·14, 21· 18.• 

•Reg.size & wt. 
•Custom pistol grip 
• Finger channel grasp 

It isn't in the racquet ... 

... its In .. . , theg r•1p™ 
Racquet ads say "their designs" give"Power. Balance. 
Flex & CONTROL.:' in frame and string mate r ial. 

~ No materials used give you bett er Placement 
•✓-·,. Contr ? I of the Ball than 1.> your own aiming 

~ --. ability & 2.) your wrist control on racquet 
angle for the KILL or PINCH shot. 

• Forward canted stock the . 
• Leverage action collar grip lets you control racquet 
• Canted grip handle ~ angle with your own triangular 
• Palm conforming heel _..,..,r;....--, (ball - racquet - target) aiming & 
• Non-Sllp construction keeps control at impact . even off 
• "gri p"posltlon allows /I"'--,,,.,__.. center impact.with follow t hru .. . 

It ' . the • extra Inches for added reach .. cause ... • In .. . grip 
Dealer Inqu iries Invited 

Limited quantity at the premier offer price of $49. 95 

CHIMERICAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY. BOX 486 . ANOKA MN . 55303 
Please send# __ of" th eg r ip"racquet(s). Enclosed ls'549.95, 
plus 3.75 postage and handling, for each"thegrip "racquet. 
name _____________ _ __ _ 
address _____________ _ 
city ________ st. __ zip. __ _ 

a l low 4 to B wee ks for menufeccuring 
Cened,an r eside n t& add 2CX> r order 

SANCTION YOUR TOURNAMENT THROUGH 

AMERICAN AMATEUR RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 

I ~FIC!Al 
I Rf. I' 

ROG 1: 

AND RECEIVE FREE: 
Balls 
Scorecards 
Draw Sheets 
Rule Books 
Clinic Booklets 
Tournament programs 
Qualification for World 
Amateur rankings 

Guidelines of how to run a 
successful tournament 
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Attention 
Court Club 
Owner/ 
Manager! 
We Want To Send Travelling AARA 
Members To Your Club . 
Be an AARA Affiliate Court Club and have 
your club listed monthly in 
RACQUETBALL Magazine . 
For details on how to list your club in 
RACQUETBALL call collect: Jill 
Fazakerly, promotions director, 
RACQUETBALL Magazine, 901-345-
8000. 

Attention 
AARA 
Members! 
Watch for the AARA Affiliate Court Clubs 
page, starting soon . You'll want to keep 
it handy for reference when you travel. 
AARA Affiliate Court Clubs listed on this 
page will welcome you to use their 
facilities when you travel further than 7 5 
miles from home . 
Just show your AARA membership card 
to a listed club and you 'll be granted 
all the privileges of a member (subject 
to existing guest fees and rules) . 
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If you think 
bounce 
is the only test of 
a perfect 
racquetball , 
you should know 
about speed and 
flight . 

The new Ektelon 
SpeedFlite rM 
Racquetball . 

The SpeedFlite has the 
best bounce in ro,::quetball. 
It's non -pressurized for a 
longer -lasting bounce , rounder 
for a more cons istent bounce, and 
has an extra-rough surface for a truer 
bounce. Your game keeps its rhythm. 
Your serves hug the comers . Your kill 
shots stay down . 

But for perfect playability, a 
racquetball needs more than the right 
bounce . 

The SpeedF lite has the ideal speed 
- not too fast, not too slow - for 
crisp responses off the walls and 
effortless ceiling shots. 

The SpeedFlite also has unique 
flight characteristics. Wall thickness 
and roundness are controlled to 
within .010 inch . This eliminates 
in -flight wobbles and erratic 
rebounds . 

And naturally, the SpeedFlite is 
backed with a strong replacement 
offer . If the ball breaks before the 
long-lasting label wears off, Ektelon 
will replace it free . 

So next time you buy racquetballs, 
look for more than perfect bounce . 
Look for perfect speed and flight , too. 
The new SpeedFlite from Ektelon . 

E/qE/Di,/.f 
The Most Recommended 
Racquet in Racquetball."' 

• RIINCffllh rnull■ available from Ektelon , 
S~t,t Racquetball■ me 
llllD actiuecl by Bktelon 1n San Diego. CA. 

if ,;a regllt•red trademailt ol 
D.i"o,CA. 
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