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Please attach 
the ma ili ng 
label from 

the front 
cover 

□ YES! I want to subscribe to National Racquetball and have enclosed $12 
(payable to USAA) to ensure the speediest processing of my new subscription . 
I understand that if I am not completely satisfied with my subscription that I can 
cancel at any time and receive a refund on the balance . 

□ Please send me a bill for $12 . I've peeled off the label on the outside of th is 
sample copy of National Racquetball and I'm affix ing it firmly in the space . 

VU'J ••1 • ._Glll'-aU 
SEAMCO SPORTING GOODS COMPANY, DIVISION OF DART INDUSTRIES, LAGRANGE , GEORGIA 30240 

FOR MORE INFORMATION , CALL 1-800-241-8111 TOLL FREE. 
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shoot it serve it pass it 

belt it splash it whack it 

slap it dunk it bounce it 

freeze it spin it cream it 

chop it , wet it dribble it 

lob it hit it ace it loft it 
' 

hang it clobber it bang it 

center it . , spike it kill it 

smash it - hook it boot it 

· buy it, Seamco 
SEAMCO SPORTING GOODS COMPANY, DIVISION OF DART INDUSTRIES, LAGRANGE, GEORGIA 30240 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 1-800-241-8111 TOLL FREE. 
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On the cover ... 
New York Yankee coach and Hall of Fame 
baseballer Yogi Berra takes his famous stance 
behind the plate - with the aid of his Charlie 
Brumfield autographed racquetball racquet. For 
the full story of Yogi's entry into racquetb all turn 
to page 14. 

-p hoto Courtesy of New York Yankees 
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STROMGWALL 
THE ONLY OFFICIAL COURT SURFACE 
OF THE U .S. RACQUETBALL ASSOCIATION 
AND THE U.S. HANDBALL ASSOCIATION . 

HERE'S WHY: 

Cushioned Mapellto base 
(applies to floor only) 
a 3/ 16" neoprene tormulatlo n 
creates a virtually Indestructible playing 
sur1ace tha t Is monolithic , 
water & moisture re9lstant 

oora are avallable n a 
handao me combtn■Uon of co lo rs 

Strongwall: Indoor or Outdoor Court Walls . 
Virtually indestructible . Seamless . Con­
sistE:nt in pl_ay over every square inch . Fast ­
Playmg. Uniform sound throughout. Resists 
bal _l marks and is easy to clean. Fire ­
res1stant. Approved for indoor or outdoor 
play. 

Masonry o r m etal stud wall s 
fo r un surpa ssed s tructur a l 
str ength , density ond 
overal l s tab ili ty 

*NEW WHITE PIGMENT 
IMPREGNATED STRONGWALL 
BASE (applies to walls onl y ) 

~,u,~1~~: ;:rn~~~:~e:1~~r~~~~l~n 
oriented fiberg lass ens uring 
a vir tually Indestru c tible mono ­
lllhlc playing su r1ace 

WHI TE STRONGWALL BASE 
ellmlnotos the need tor pain t . 

Neo prene ba rrier (appli es 
to both wall and floor) 
an effective, moisture~ 
resistant barrier ond a 
permanent bond that tuses 
the Strong wall System to 
Its s tructural base. 

Mapelite : the ideal court floor. Fast , but 
uniform Ir cushioned for player comfort . Uni ­
form bal bounce and sound of impact. Fire­
resistan t. Cannot warp or buckle , even if 
flooded with water . Available in a wide variety 
of colors . 

• For outdoor courts bose pigmentation is beige. 

Manufacturers of specialty surfaces since 1938. We know what it takes to be best . Call or write today. 

- -- ~!F~~~!~ALL SYSTEMS, INC. 
~ Paramus. New Jersey 07652 • (201) 262-5414 

Im med iate doll ve,y and las t , pr otoss lonal lns tollotlo n by o ur o wn coas t-to-coas t netwo rk at dealor/ lns l oll ors . 



From Bob Kendler 

Getting 
The Job Done 
Here we are at the end of another 
season , and if you summarize the year 
as a whole, you'll have to admit that a 
helluva job was done by the USRA and 
NRC . 
Over 15,000 entrants made up our 50 
state championship tournaments , 
which have become the pride and joy of 
our prestigous amateur program. 
Nearly 6,000 more players participated 
in our 10 regional championships , 
competing for travel allowances to the 
National Championships . 

And that event, the Nationals, 
promises a full 1,000 entries , more 
than any other racquetball tournament 
in history, along with more prize money 
and more divisions of play than ever . 

The Nationals will be the culmination of 
the only pro tour in the sport and the 
prize donated by Colgate-Palmolive 
will be in the record amount of $50,000. 
That plus another $75 ,000 in Colgate 
Bonus Pool funds will make the payday 
a whopping $125,000 for the pro 
players! That is what I call progress! 

This year we have added , for the first 
time, new categories of play in the 
amateur divisions - the "veterans ." 
The veteran age groups are in five year 
increments, which doubles the number 
of divisions of play, doubles the 
competition and doubles the awards. 

It does not matter on what scale you 
are measuring , we are getting the job 
done in racquetball. Look back a 
half-dozen years into the 
pre-USAA/NRG days, and tell me, 
what did you have? Nothing . 

8 JUNE 

Perhaps you don 't belong to that 
generation , but there was no 
professional play , no prize money, no 
state organizations, few state 
championships , no monthly magazine, 
no juniors program and no scholarship 
funds . Those who were there will te ll 
you that when we took charge, things 
happened . 

Things such as the National Jun iors 
Championship program , begun in 1975 
with 85 contestants on two courts. 
Today over 2,000 youngsters under 
age 18 will compete in the Jun ior 
Regional or National Junior 
championships, and there's almo st no 
way to count the thousands more who 
will be competing on the state and local 
levels. This promotion is providing the 
players, the pros, the court club 
members and the physically fit for 
generations to come . And we're proud 
of that. 

Our first intercollegiate championships 
brought in 300 players and $10,000 in 
scholarship funds donated by ou r 
generous sponsors Leach and 
Seamco - quite an impressive start for 
this program. If our intercolleg iates 
parallel our other programs (and we 
see no reason to doubt it), imagine the 
boom in the sport as those thousands 
of kids begin competing for some of 
that money to help them with their 
education . 

If this isn't enough , last year we 
pub lished nearly one million copies of 
our National Racquetball magazine 
and you all know there is not a product 
that better serves this sport , thanks to 
you! 

And finally there is the story of wh ite 
glass - the oneway glass that is now a 
reality . Orde rs are being taken , and the 
product , distributed by the W & W 
Products International firm, has the 
USRA stamp of approval. A major 
announcement with full details will be in 
next month 's issue. 

All of this is attracting more sponsors 
and as a consequence , we have more 
funds to underwrite all the new ideas 
we are introducing into the sport. We 
started out calling this "The Year of the 
Amateur ," and in light of the th ings 
we 've accompl ished , the amateurs are 
thriving all over the nation . 

If there is any doubt in your mind as to 
who leads this industry, just examine 
the record. It's not only because we get 
things done - it is because we are 
innovators . We don 't just implement , 
we create . 

But we don 't have a corner on the 
market for ideas. If you have any new 
ideas that are deserving of trial, please 
send them to us. We'll either make 
them or break them and it won 't take 
long! We don 't procrastinate . We get 
things done! • 

0 

Evie and Bob Kendler 

How beautiful upon the mounta ins are the feet of him that bringeth good tidin~s, that pu_blisheth 
peace · that bringeth good tidings of good , that publisheth salvation ; that saith unto Zion, , 
Thy G~d reignethl Isaiah 52:? 
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National Commissioner 

Time To 
Go Outside 
What will be the extra amenity that will 

. make your club just a little more 
attractive than the one down the 
street? 

What can we do to drastically offset the 
summer doldrums in racquetball areas 
of changing climate? 

What is the final answer to those who 
criticize racquetball for being "only an 
indoor sport?" 

The answer to all of the above 
questions is a simple one, and one that 
the USRA is already taking steps to 
achieve. That answer is outdoor 
courts. 

We have noticed a trend among new 
facilities throughout the nation, and 
that trend is toward a full club concept. 
More and more racquetball clubs are 
building to their competition before 
their competition arrives, and they are 
doing it by providing their members 
with the full spectrum of physical 
fitness programs . 

Such bold planning is paying off , yet 
these same clubs in striving to hold on 
to racquetball players in the summer 
months continue (for the most part) to 
ignore what is the biggest potential 
income producer for that time of year­
outdoor courts . 

Outdoor courts will give your players 
racquetball with variety, not only 
because they are outdoors, but also 
because the game is one-wall, 
three-wall or even (yes!) four-wall. 
These are a perfect alternative to the 
summer slowdown. 

10 JUNE 

Nobody can fault the racquetballer in 
Minnesota who grabs his fishing rod or 
golf clubs in ?ummertime . After all 
players in the northern climates love 
the fresh air and outdoor life as much 
as any San Diegan, only they get less 
of it is all. 

Yet if these northern players Uust 
reverse the seasons for the southern 
climates where summer means going 
indoors because it's so hot and winter 
means going outside) had the 
alternative of outdoor courts , 
especially three-wall, which is a fun 
and exciting variety of our sport, I 
believe they wou ld play more in the 
summer. 

Our survey of the existing outdoor 
courts shows that they are in demand, 
yet few club owners have taken it upon 
themselves to invest in the outdoor 
court concept. 

One of the reasons for the meager 
number of outdoor courts is a lack of 
standardization of court specifications . 
Who wants to put up courts that may be 
ruled illegal at some point? We have 
now taken steps to eliminate this 
problem . 

The USRA has been working very 
closely with Strongwall Systems in the 
development of a standardized basic 
design and tournament approved 
specifications for all outdoor courts -
one, three and four-wall. 

Joe Ardito 

Part of the problem in the outdoor 
arena has been that much of the play 
(and virtually all west coast tournament 
play) has been on non-standard courts . 
In order to do the job in promot ing 
outdoor competition, the first order of 
business must be to standard ize the 
playing specifications. 

As soon as outdoor courts become 
available, we intend to jump vigorously 
into the tournament promo tion arena to 
encourage participat ion in outdoo r 
racquetball. Now we racquetbal lers will 
be able to enjoy both the sunshine and 
our kill shots. 

Our goal will be to set up a complete 
program of tournament activity in 
amateur and poss ib ly even 
professional play , with a strong 
emphasis on junior activity . We 
visualize true nationa l championships 
in a number of categories. 

The cost of build ing such outdoo r 
courts is surpris ingly lower than 
conventiona l indoor courts , even with 
lighting included. 

Strongwall has designed a sys tem that 
is completely weather proof and 
maintenance free. These USRA 
approved specifications for outdoor 
tournament courts are available upon 
request direct from the Strongwall 
people , who will send you a free 
brochure if you contact them at 299 
Forest Ave. , Paramus, NJ 07652 or cal l 
201-262-5414 . 

We strongly believe that outdoor 
racquetball will play a big part in the 
growth of our sport in the 1980 's. In 
order to make that growth meaningfu l 
and order ly , it is necessary to 
standardize the courts. • 
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TAKE YOU TO COURT! 
Before you decide which Racquetball 

Court to build , let us show you a Robbins 
·'Precision Court" . You ' ll see craftsman­
ship in materials and installation at its best. 
Evidence of Robb ins in-house control of all 
su rface s - floors . walls and ceilings -
manufactured to exacting specifications. 
assembled and inspected prior to ship­
ment. Installed by factory­
trained . experienced con­
tractors . Each installation is 
waranted for workmanship, 
materials . and performance 
by Robbins, Inc., and the 
contractor . Protect y-our 

investment . You can rely on Robb ins. for 
over fifty-years builders of sports and rec­
reational systems . 

Write or call today. for comp lete de­
tails . specif icat ions . add a pe rsona l ins pec­
tion of a Robbins system. then . . . 

YOU BE THE JUDGE! 
STRIP-TITE ~ FLOOR SYSTEM 
... this top of the line of Robb ins 
wood floor systems offers several 
unique advantages. The closed 
cell Blanketseal, steel encased 
hardwood channel , and the op ­
tion of narrow width flooring in-

~ sures moisture protection, cup 
resistance, and rapid assembly. 

• 

Robbiii/ W 
P. 0 . Box 44238 / Cincinnati, Ohio 45244 

Phone : 513-561-5805 

Manufacturer ol Precision Courts & Recreational Systems lor: Racquetball, Handball, Squash, Basketball, Tennis, Volleyball, Track & Field, Roller Skating, Dance Floors. 





You know by his handshake that he 
was a catcher . You know by the 
glittering ring on his finger that he was a 
World Series champion . You know by 
the bat on his wa ll that he's a member 
of the Hall of Fame. 

But you 'd never know what a great guy 
Yogi Berra is, unless you meet and talk 
with him. 



Lawrence Peter " Yogi " Berra , three 
time Most Valuab le Player in the 
American League, pennant winning 
manager, holder of numerous 
American League , Major League and 
World Series records - and for our 
purposes - racquetball club owner. 

Why would Yog i Berra , whose outside 
interests include golf ("my second 
summer love "), bowling and many 
other projects , plunge full force into the 
racquetball industry? 

The answer lies in the Yogi Berra few 
sports fans ever see - Yogi the family 
man . Now 54 years old Yogi spends 
much of the winter baseball off season 
in and around his racquetball club , Yogi 
Berra 's Hall of Fame Racquetball Club . 
It is not unusual any day to find Yogi 
himself, or his wife Carmen or sons Tim 
or Dale at the club, behind the desk or 
on the courts . Their racquetball 
business is really a family business . 

''Timmy came to me just before Spring 
Training in '77, says Yogi , "and he 
said, 'Dad , there 's a good, new sport 
called racquetball and a racquetball 
club would be a good investment.' 

" / said, 'What the hell is racquetball? ' " 

That was the auspicious beginning of 
what was to become one of the finest 
racquetball facilities in New Jersey . 
The 18 courts, spacious lounges , 
saunas , whirlpools, steam rooms , 
glass walls , pro shop and one of the 
best designed locker rooms in the 
nation all are features of the club . 

Tim provides his dad with the statistics 
monitoring the fantastic growth of 
racquetball as we ll as the relatively 
small number of clubs in New Jersey at 
that time. The idea was worth a follow 
up . 

" / got ahold of Sa/ (partner Sal 
Salciglia) and Charlie Muscarel/i. / 
knew Sal and Charlie from the golf 
club . Besides that they 're builders . 

"Tim's figures checked out and we 
decided to build a club, and a good 
club , the biggest so far in this area. 

Yogi and son Tim get In one of their dally 
workout s during the winter . Tim, a fine player In 

his own right, also manag es the club . 
- Photo by John Addeo 
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Yogi the business man talks about Yogi Berra 's 
Hall of Fame Racquetball Club. 

"Racquetball had caught on in other 
parts of the country and this area 
(Plainfield, NJ) was still virgin territory. 
It looked good . It still looks good . 
Racquetball hasn't even scratched the 
surface yet ." 

Admittedly it is impossible to set up a 
racquetball facility in New Jersey when 
you're spending your time, as Yogi 
was, 1,500 miles away at spring 
training . It was Carmen who did the 
legwork . 

"My wife did all the initial work on the 
club because I was at spring training ," 
says Yogi . "She did it all including 
looking for sites . I just didn 't have the 
time ." 

In the off season he has plenty of time 
and he spends it at the courts. He plays 
every day , usually during the day ( "I 
can't get a court at night") but he 
enjoys the atmosphere of the club as 
much as playing . 

"I love it here . I meet a lot of people and 
enjoy seNicing our members ." 

The club is also an off season training 
ground for a number of Yankee players 
and other New York area athletes . The 
baseball players begin coming in in 
January as they prepare for the rigors 
of spring training . 

It's not unusual for a member of Yogi 's 
club to find the likes of Chris 
Chambliss , Roy White, Willie 
Randolph or Bucky Dent on a court 
blasting racquetballs , working on their 
legs . 

"I think racquetball 's a great game to 
help baseball players ," says Yogi . "My 
son Dale (Pittsburgh Pirates third 
baseman) works out here every day in 
the off season. 

" Racquetball helps wrist hitters . The 
eye-hand coordination of hitting a 
moving object is just like baseball. And 
racquetball strengthens the wrists and 
arms ." 

A St. Louis native Yogi 's court 
experience dates back to that town's 
YMCA, where he was an active 
handball participant when not behind 
the plate. His sports experience had a 
definite impact on the design of the 
club. 
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Sal Salcigl ia, "Yog i's the great est." 

" We spent about $ 150,000 more than 
we planned ," says Salciglia , "because 
we wanted to do the place right. We 
wanted a lot of open space in the 
lobbies and a lot of open space in the 
locker rooms. We didn 't want 
corridors ." 

Salciglia and the other owners , 
including Yogi , meet once a week to 
discuss the operation and plan future 
endeavors. A new club in Bergenfield, 
NJ, is current ly·under cons ideration . 

But the topic always seems to get back 
to the family . 

"There 's room for everybody in this 
racquetball business ," says Yogi. 
"Some of these clubs want to get up 
and hit and run. We don 't. I want to 
keep it going and going , for the boys 
and Sal and his son. 

"And Charlie 's boy works here, too . It 's 
theirs ." 

" We decided that if we did it up right to 
begin with ," says Sal , "that when the 
day of saturation came as it did in 
bowling and tennis , we 'd still be out 
there in front ." 

Sal watched Yogi wave goodbye en 
route to a night game . " That Yogi , 
he 's the greatest guy in the world . 
The greatest ." • 

The fam ily man w ill fil l his club w ith rac quetball 
kids July 19·22 when Yogi Berra' s Racqu etball 
Hall of Fame hosts the north east junior regiona ls. 

Baseball Great 
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It's perfectly clear. If your 
customers can see Eyeguard, they 
are more apt to buy it. 

So we've taken Eyeguard out of 
a bu lky box. And placed it in a 
hi~hly visib le and easily displayable 
blister pack (see above). 

Just put Eyeguards on the wall 

with your rackets. Your customers 
can't miss them. And they take up 
no shelf space. 

-You can see the beauty of that. 
For more information, write 

or call: Lloyd Distributors, 
Calabasas, CA 91302, (213) 999-4330 
or (800) 423-5221. 



1be PowerTool. 
Racquetball is a power struggle . And the 

Impact One™ racquet helps you come out on 
top. AMF Voit designed it to translate expe­
rience and control into kill shots on the courts. 
Every feature we put into it plays up to you . 
And then some. 

Impact One is shaped for power with a 
unique modified teardrop frame of light ­
weight aluminum. It puts more weight behind 
the hitting area and gives you a larger sweet 
spot. Yet it weighs in at only 267 grams. 

And the Impact One has a feature you 
won't find on any other racquet - a floating 
nylon throat . It's not 
absolutely rigid, so 

you actually feel the power of your shots . 
Our proportional stringing gives you the 

consistent response you need in the clutch. 
And w e've even stitched on the head bumper , 
so it won't slide around and knock your 
swing off balance. 

Make a power play. Check out AMF Voit's 
Impact One and our other top -of -the -line 
products, before you play your next game . 

For a sample Rollout ®Bleu racquetball 
and a copy of our booklet, RACQ UETBALL 
FOR WINNERS , send $2 to 
AMF Voit at the address below. 

Santa Ana . CA. 92704 

Voit 



Feature 

by Chuck Leve 

This could have been the shortest 
article ever written on the subject of 
predicting winners of the National 
Championships . It still may be short , 
but enough has happened lately on the 
pro tour to rate a few players a decent 
chance at the titles . 

Don't get me wrong . Marty Hogan, 
unless hurt, will win the men 's division 
and Shannon Wright, unless 
kidnapped , will win the women 's 
division. But in either case and under 
the right circumstances the 
championship matches will be 
entertaining and probably close. 

Before I tell you what I think will 
happen, let me explain what won't 
happen . For one Charlie Brumfield, 
four time champ and finalist a year ago, 
will not be suited up when game time 
appears for the championship match . 
Brumfield , felled during mid-season by 
infectious hepatitis, is still struggling 
with his health and has seen his 
ranking fall out of the top 10 for the first 
time in his career. A good (and 
respectable) showing for Brumfield will 
be the semi-finals. 

The same is true of last year's 
runner-up in the women 's division, 
Jennifer Harding . There are too many 
other gals playing better to rate 
Jennifer more than an outside chance 
to reach the finals . A semi-final finisher 
tor her is about what you can expect. 

So if the champs will repeat, but their 
championship foes will not , who, then , 
will provide the cannon fodder for the 
finals? 
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Hogan 



Best bet in the men 's division is young 
Mike Yellen, who thrilled the Nationals 
last year with his near upset of 
Brumfield in the semi-fina ls (11-10 in 
the tie-breaker), and has been com ing 
on fast toward the end of this year 's 
tour . 

Yellen's game has the combinat ion of 
power and control that is necess ary to 
cause problems fo r Hogan , who has 
barely survived two Yellen attacks this 
season , and pretty much do in the rest 
of the guys . He 's still improving at age 
19 and if he 's in the bottom bracket , 
should emerg e the finalist. 

I should add that this is true of any of 
the male players - that being in the 
bottom bracket is crucial. Those in the 
top must face Hog an prio r to the final s 
and that means an early prize money 
check, with a few zeroes left off . 

Hilecher 

Probably the most cons istent player 
outside of Hogan this season is Jerry 
Hilecher , who must rate strong 
cons ideration , being ranked second in 
many strong performances . Problem is 
that Jerry has yet to prove that he can 
put any pressure on Hogan 
whatsoever and thus cannot be 
considered a serious threat for the title 
unless somebody knocks off Hogan 
along the way . 

Richard Wagn er, th ird ranked , gave us 
one of the big thrills of the year as he 
almost grabbed the Kunnan /Kennex 
Tournament of Champions from 
Hog an in January. But Wagne r's 
subsequent efforts have not been able 
to duplicate the fine play of that event 
and it looks like Wags may be on the 
outside looking in the night of the finals . 

Brumfield 
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Bledsoe 

Steve Strandemo, winner of the JACK 
IN THE BOX Classic, first tour stop of 
the season, is playing a good 7-9 points 
less etticiently than he was when he 
won that event. 
Best bet for outsiders include former 
champ Davey Bledsoe , who has been 
just ott enough during the season to 
lack that consistent finish. A strained 
back suttered in the Catalina Classic in 
March should be healed and Davey , 
who knows what it's like to take it all, is 
a good sentimental bet. 
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You never know what Craig McCoy or 
Ben Koltun will do. McCoy, whose 
game bobs and weaves like a buoy , 
lacks the consistency that must be 
there to take the Nationals. Koltun, 
likewise, can be outstanding or 
lackadaisical depending on what he 
ate for breakfast. Look for each of 
these guys around the quarters, but no 
more . 

The best of the rest would be David 
Fleetwood and David Peck, neither of 
whom have the experience yet to make 
a solid run at the title . I'll even give 
up-and-coming Lindsay Myers a 
chance to reach the quarters, but a 
miracle will get him higher . 



\ ~ 
Fleet wood 

Keeley 

W hat happened to our former 
favorites? Steve Serot , long a true 
threat for the National tit le, will not be a 
factor this season . His game has not 
improved , but rather has cont inued to 
suffer in what has to be the saddest 
story of pro racquetball 's history . 

Another who won 't make the trip past 
the first few rounds is Steve Kee ley , a 
former force , whose game continues to 
plod along as always . The fact that 
Se rot and Keeley , a tremendous 
ma tch-up often in th e fina ls a few years 
ago, met in the firs t round of a recent 
tournament shows how low the ir stock 
has fallen . Two rounds maximum for 
either . 

Good players without a prayer include 
Mark Morrow , Jay Jones and Steve 
Chase, all of whom need more than 
their shots to help them reach or 
surpass the quarter -finals . 

If I were a bett ing man, wh ich I am not , 
I'd see it this way . 

Hogan • 1- 10 
·proh ibitive favorite . 
Yellen • 4-1 
sec ond choice . 
Hilecher • 9-2 
needs he lp. 
Brumf ield • 5-1 
no more miracles . 
Wagner • 7-1 
is his head ready ? 
Bledsoe • 7-1 
he 's been the re. 
McCoy • 10-1 
depends on his draw . 
Strandemo • 10-1 
long week cou ld help . 
Koltun • 10- 1 
will ride his serves . 
Mye rs • 12-1 
they hate to play him. 
Peck • 12-1 
ditto Myers , he hits hard . 
Fleetwood • 15-1 
lacks the shots . 
Keeley • 20- 1 
sent iment get s him this high . 
Morrow • 25-1 
w ish it were higher . 
Jones • 25-1 
quarters bes t. 
Serot • 25-1 
see Keel ey . 
Chase • 25-1 
maybe two rounds. 

NATIONAL RACQUETBALL 23 



Marriott 

Greer 

It would not be fair to say that Janell 
Marriott will be cannon fodder for 
Shannon Wright in the finals of the 
women 's professional division. After 
all, didn't Marriott knock off Wright as 
recently as the Catalina Classic? 

But this is the Nationals and I don 't 
believe any player will come more 
prepared to win this tournament than 
will Shannon Wright. Wright, like all 
great ath letes, has the ability to play 
with the intensity and aggressiveness 
under the most crucial of situations . 
The translation is that under pressure, 
count her in. 

Green 
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The pressure of the Nationals will take 
its toll on Marriott, as it will on virtually 
a ll the other ladies , with the exception 
of Wright. She's my choice, big again. 

Marriott 's game is on the upswing, and 
her recent win will give her renewed 
confidence. If anybody can poss ibly 
pull the up set, it would be Janell . The 
problem is getting to the finals. 

En route the path will be blocked by any 
number of competitors each striving to 
grab that season 's end flurry of 
stardom that on ly the Nationals can 
provide. 

Walton 

Marci Greer should rate a good shot at 
reaching the finals, although her game 
has been suffer ing lately (ever since 
she became recognizably good) . If 
Marci returns to the basics that got her 
to second place a few months back, her 
stock will rise . 

Harding, like Greer, needs a reversal of 
form . It's not that e ither is playing 
poorly , there are others who just seem 

1 to want it more and are working harder, 
or concentrating better, or frankly just 
outplaying Marci and Jennifer . 

Count Sarah Green and Linda 
Prefonta ine in that category , two who 
have come from back in the pack to put 
pressure on the women up top . I doubt 
that either will make a true run for the 
title, but you might find them giving 
trouble all the way to the semi 's. 

I doubt that former champ Peggy 
Steding can make a serous run this 
year . It's finally gotten to be too much 
for Peg, who was a real champion iQ 
her time . I'd say Steding will take a 
quarter-f inal finish and bow out. 

Rita Hoff , Karin Walton and Jean 
Sauser have been on and off all season 
and as I've lon g maintained, the 
Nationals is no place to try and find 
your consistency . Of the three I think 
Hoff rates the upset shot, although 
Walton likes the pressure and may be a 
sleeper. 

Non-serious threats are Martha 
McDonald, currently pregnant, and 
Kathy Williams , who has dropped 
serious racquetball training in favor of 
Superstars competition . 

After that it's the troops . 

It looks this way to me : 

Wright • 2-1 
won 't be touched . 
Marriott • 4-1 
only possible threat. 
Greer • 9-2 

WIiiiams 

needs to gear up power kills. 
Steding • 7-1 
once more with love? 
Harding • 7-1 
repeat not likely . 
Green • 7-1 
recent outings impress ive . 
Prefontaine • 9-1 
lacks the experience. 
Hoff • 10-1 
desire will help, backhand won 't. 
Sauser • 12-1 
depends if prepared . 
Walton • 12-1 
good longshot to do better . 
Williams • 15-1 
would rather be rowing . 

••••••••••••••• 
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Inside the Copenhagen 
Why the Copenhagen is the best shoe made for Racquetball. 

The Pre-molded sole gives 
several distinct advantages . 
The black " cookie " shaped 
disc In the cent11r of the 
heel area Is made of soft 
loam material that absorbs 
and cushions the loot 
against shocks . Cotton 
Inner sole may be pulled up 
to allow for repositioning or 
enlarglng or decreasing the 
arch support pad . 

High back to 
protect the 
achllles area. 

Unique wrap-around con atructlon holds the foot 
firmly In piece. Partlcularty Important durtng lateral 
movement . 

ll -Throat construction 
leaves more room for toes, 
lessens tendency for upper 
to stretch . 

Multi stitched side stitch ­
Ing for reinforcement and 
strength. 

Nylon & Suede 
upper s-reinforced 
on side to withstand 
addltlonal pre ssure 
and torque . 

Hexagonal shaped tread 
pattern for maximum effec• 
liveness on a wood floor. 
Sole will grip In any dlrec • 
lion without skidding or 
slipping . Soles are made of 
100% gum rubber com • 
pound for flexlblllty and 
durability . 

Available at Pro Shops and good 
Sporting Goods stores 

Added protection of addltlonal 
gum rubber for long wear and to 
avoid scuffing and scraping . 

[2]PATRICK 
You owe It to your feet™ 

45 East 30th Street , New York, N.Y. 10017-(212) 686-8052 ~ 1978 Action & Llesure, Inc. 



Feature 

The Sun and the Moon and 
Marty Hogan 
The Champ Goes on Stage for Astrologer 

by Mary Veda Scheel 

26 JUNE 

Racquetball is not the only thing Marty 
Hogan is excellent at; he is also an 
accomplished actor. 

I'm an astrologer and the position of the 
planets one Friday the thirteenth had 
me anticipating an interesting even ing. 
The planets were accurate. After a 
phone conversation with Hogan 
earlier, I was now on my way to 
Chicago's O'Hare International airport 
to meet with him for an interview while 
he was waiting to board another f light 
that would take him to a teach ing clinic 
in Detro it. 

Marty Hogan and I had met earlier at a 
pro-am tournament. I had done his 
horoscope for him at that time . This 
evening we wou ld exchange 
information; he would give me an 
interview and I would inform him of 
upcoming trends by comparing the 
current position of planets in the sky to 
his natal chart. 

"I think there's considerable value to 
it," said Hogan referring to astrology. 
"If you do my chart can you tell me 
what's coming, when my good and 
bad days will be, so that I could . 
prepare?" I said th at trends in activity 
can be seen and asked if he had a 
particularly difficult time at the first 
'78-'79 tour stop . "That 's when I lost to 
Strandemo," he said."/ just lost, I got 
dusted , I wasn 't playing well that 
whole match ; all I was doing was 
pounding the ball ." 

Hogan had just flown in from 
California, it was late, he was tired, yet 
throughout the inteNie w he remained 
friendly , polite , and helpful - quite a 
discrepancy from the Hogan many of 
his competitors see. "Whic h is the real 
you?" I asked. 

"There are a couple different ways to 
interpret me," he said . " You could think 
I'm an ass or cocky, or you could think 
I'm humble and sincere. " 

" Which are you?" 

"I don't know or at least I'm not going to 
tell you in an inteNiew. " 

The Mask 

Hogan has a Scorp io asce ndant. 
Tho se fam iliar with astrology will know 
that one 's ascendant has a profound 
effect on one 's appea rance . It 
represents the mask we wear in pub lic, 
the way we decide to let others see us. 
The Scorpio influence gives Hogan his 
deep penet rating eyes , and makes him 
a very intense , private and complex 
person. Often peop le with Scorpio 
ascendants are so secret ive they do 
not let others see who or what they 
really are ; sometimes they 're not sure 
tliemse lves . They can vaci llate 
between two extremes: always either 
black or white- never shades of gray. 

"Did you ever read Shogun ?" Hogan 
said . "One thing I really respect about 
the Japanese is that they have three 
people within themselves . One they let 
everyone see; one , I don 't remember 
now, the third is the person within 
themselves they never let out ." 

Hogan can choose to appear any way 
he wants to others. He is on stage and 
he's a great performer . It's not that he's 
a fake - qu ite the opposite. He's very 
real, very intens e . But he doesn 't care 
wh at others think and he man ipulates 
them often . His sun and moon are 
placed in Aqu arius which makes him 
capable of superficially respond ing to 
much yet not involving his inner self. 
The Aqu arius influen ce combined with 
the Scorpio makes him an unusua l 
man and well suited for the role he has 
chosen to play . 

"I'm a great person to have on your 
side, " he said, "And the worst pe rson 
not to have on your side. I'd make the 
worst enemy ." His birth chart conf irms 
that he's tough. A study in 
contradictions he's gained much 
insight and is unusually perceptive for a 
21-year-old, yet he says "part of me is 
still 15." " John Belushi is my hero - I 
saw him in Animal House. He (Belu shi) 
gets in the lunch line , looks aroun d, 



Marty Hogan 
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St. Louis, MO 

starts piling food on his tray and eat,ng 
and thinks no one is going to see him . I 
laughed so hard - I always wanted to 
do that. " 

His sun and moon in his third and fourth 
houses respectively indicate he will 
know the value of his talents and 
generally be optimist ic about his ability 
to succeed . His specific planetary 
configurations give him the awareness 
that he must usually stand on his own 
and often be misunderstood and -
perhaps- disliked by many. There is a 
tremendous amount of power 
generated in his chart and it's clear that 
he would be willing to give up much to 
succeed . 

I asked him that-what he 's sacrificed 
- his friends, a social life? 

Ding Dongs 

"/goto bed at 9 or 10 o 'clock and get 
up about 6 a.m. I can eat anything I 
want. / like Hostess Ding Dongs . I eat 
more than anybody but I'm trying to cut 
down on sugar . I can eat any amount­
/ play every day two hours a day and if I 
run that trims me by seven pounds. 

"But I still find time for plenty of social 
life. And I spend all the time I can with 
my dog. I've always loved animals . I 
used to catch them in live catch traps 
and observe them. It was great . If I was 
going to be a dog I would be exactly 
like my dog Benjamin . He's got my 
personality. He 's crazy - he 's got an 
attitude. That dog just goes along, 
doesn't need anybody, he 's the kind 
that can take care of himself . He 
doesn't care about anything ." 

Hogan, of course, does care - about 
racquetball. "/ used to go to the JGC 
(Jewish community center) every day 
... started playing racquetball and 
kept on . . . my mother pushed me and 
gave me a lot of support . The price _ is 
high but it depends on what you th,nk 
is important." And what is important to 
him? " It's not money - I don't know 
what it is." 

Leo 

Hogan's birth chart wou ld indicate that 
what's important is the influence of 
Pluto in his 10th house , which is ruled 
by Leo . The 10th house relates to a 
per son 's profession , and with Leo 
ruling his 10th house the person may 
feel"/ will be something" and then go 
on to make that idea come true . This 
relates to Hogan's acting ability, as 
well. With Leo on the 10th house cusp 
Hogan will play to the hilt whatever role 
represents the type of person he wants 
to become . The fact that he wou ld not 
yet be that type of person would not 
stop him ; he would simply start 
becoming it by act ing it out. It's a se lf 
transformation. He can be what he 
dec ides to be. The Leo influence will 
cause him to want to be admired, in the 
spotlight, center stage . Pluto will make 
him appeal to the masses of people, 
give him a charismatic quality _ and . 
control over the public . Combine this 
with the Scorpio ascendant and you 
have a powerful combination . His other 
planets placed as they are gives _ him 
enormous willpower and the desire to 
control situations. This is 
demonstrated most clearly when one 
observes Hogan in action on the court. 
He is usually totally in control and plays 
almost a cat and mouse game with his 
competitors. 

,:, get bored with some of the player_s," 
he said "and it won't change for qwte a 
while - there 's no one really tough 
coming up for at least four to five 
years ." 

What do his peers think of him? " If you 
mean the people I compete with , they 
seem jealous and envious . I'm hard to 
take . Indirectly they let me know what 
they think of me ." Does that get to him? 
"No , I'm not touched by it." 

His chart indicates he 'll face the 
challenge of competition which will 
bring a level of success he'll become 
addicted to. He will always encounter 
compet ition but with his aggressive 
nature he won 't be deterred from his 
objectives. Generally it could be said 
that not only can Hogan call the shots 
on the court but that he also has the 
ability to do the same in his life -
achieving any goal he sets out to 
achieve, not letting anyth ing or anyone 
stand in his way . 

As for his future Hogan would "like to 
buy a farm and raise Dobermans in six 
or 1 o years , and as far as I can judge 
now, I'll always play racquetball." And 
did he have any message for National 
Racquetball readers? "Beware of all 
Dobermans ," Hogan replied . "One day 
it will be the day of the Hogan 
Dobermans . /'II come outside on my 
farm, the dogs will be trained to the 
highest level possible. From all over 
the hill thousands of Dobermans will 
appear . . . I'll be able to communicate 
with all of them and /'II take over the 
world with my Dobermans. " 

The upcoming trends influen cing 
Hogan 's chart were obvious . He' ll 
continue to be an important actor on 
the racquetball stage . • 
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Instructional 

Inside the 
Master's Mind by Charlie Brumfield 

The Backhand 
Part I: The Loop for Backhand Power 

With this article Charlie Brumfield , four time national 
champion and touring pro for the Sportrooms Racquetball Clubs, continues his 
exclusive series for National Racquetball . 

So you can't hit your backhand as well 
as your forehand? Well join the club in 
which I'd have to enroll myself as a 
member . The reason most of us 
struggle with the backhand is that we 
have little experience using our strong 
side arm from the weak side of the 
body. 

Since we were little kids , we've thrown 
baseballs and footballs from the right 
side, shot basketballs, hit golf balls and 
baseballs all from the right side - the 
list of right side activity is endless . The 
body is simply more acclimated to 
functioning from that side . Does that 
mean you are doomed forever to 
struggle with that backhand serve 
return?? The answer is no. You just 
have to start today establishing some 
positive muscle memory from the 
"wrong side." 

On a cheery note many teachers feel 
that anatomically, the backhand is 
actually simpler because your follow 
through goes away from the body and 
toward the target area, whereas the 
forehand requires a stroking motion 
which your body tends to hamper . 
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Anyway my goal in this article is to lead 
you through the labyrinth of my theory 
of the backhand stroke . Much of this 
material will probably raise a few 
eyebrows in the racquetball intellectual 
community , because many of these 
concepts are novel if not downright 
heretical. However they are based on 
my own experimentation of thousands 
upon thousands of practice shots . 
lncidently , on ttiis subject and any 
other of my instructional topics , I'd love 
confirming or critical comments 
directed to my attent ion % the Editor , 
National Racquetball . I would be in 
your debt if you can place an extra 
piece in the puzzle! 

Production of Power 

The first problem that we should 
confront on the backhand is the wide 
differential between its power and the 
power generated on the forehand. 
Although I've only seen one example of 
it, I believe that at the zenith of 
efficiency, the backhand can be every 
bit as powerful as the forehand . (That 
one example is Steve Serot circa 
1972-1973 . At that time , Steve hit his 
backhand harder than he or any other 
player hit the forehand .) 

Remember - in the article last month 
we discussed the formula that 
physic ally governs the development of 
power, F = M (V)2, - force equals 
mass times velocity , squared . This 
formula indicates that it is racquethead 
speed which really is instrumental in 
the production of maximum power . 

1------' _, I 

We talked about tossing a frisbee, or 
snapping a towel or flipping a playing 
card as good examples of the popping 
recoil motion necessary to generate 
maximum speed (and thus, power) . If 
you think about it, these three 
analogies are even closer related to the 
backhand stroke . As a matter of fact if 
you toss a frisbee, snap a towel or flip a 
card, the easiest way to do it is 
backhand ea. 

One of the main reasons that 
backhands tend to be less powerful is 
the length of the swing . Remember 
how we used the analogy of the golfer 
who chose a longer club when he 
needed to cover a greater distance ? 
The longer the club the longer the 
potential arc of the swing . Most people 
have a long swing on their backhan d, 
but four-fifths of that length is 
followthrough - the kind that knoc ks 
out teeth . 



J' 

) ', 

These same people with these huge 
unwield ly swings wonder why the ir ball 
almost limps toward the front wall. The 
answer is simple - the arc of tt,e swing 
prior to contact is too short . The 
racquet doesn 't have t ime to build up 
speed, therefore no power is produced . 

This principle is further demonstrated 
by the fact that most club players , and 
even most pros, hit the ball harder 
cross court because since they are 
contacting the ball later in the swing , 
they use a little more of what is 
ordinarily wasted followthrough power . 

Keep in mind that the followthrough 
does not add any power to the swing 
and the surgeon general has confirmed 
it can be dangerous to your opponent's 
health. 
The followthrough does have at least 
one positive benefit. It allows for a 

semi-gradual dissipation of excess 
power bui ldup in the proper swing. 
Your arm jo ints don 't take such a 
shock , and you can still shake hands 
after the match! 

Arc is the key concept. Build a 
repeating swing with a big arc and 
snap that towel - and you'll have all 
the power you 'll ever need . 

The same principles we discussed in 
the power forehand section are 
applicable here. Tests show (and for 
that matter, so do the results of top 
pros) that the upright pendulum loop 
method creates that largest arc . Not 
only is the arc greater than the 
traditional straight back, straight 
through method , but the loop system 
allows for a radical buildup in racquet 
head speed, due to the fact tha{ the 
head is never stat ionary , as it is at the 
top of the backswing in the traditional 
method . 

One interest ing footnote : in my high 
speed sequence analysis of Marty 
Hogan's swing, I tinkered quite a bit 
with the film, running it backward and 
forwa rd. One fact became amaz ingly 
clear - if you run Hogan 's forehand 
backwards , it is practically identical to 
his real backhand. My point is, if you 
use the loop swing, your backhand will 
be the mirror image of your forehand 
and will be virtually equal in power once 
you build up your "reverse " muscles . 
(We'll discuss a few simple exercises 
later .) 

Tests by reputable physicists confirm 
that racquet head speed can be 
increased , by using the loop , over 20 
mph . 
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Developing The Loop 

Okay we know we want to use the loop . 
Now what are its elements? 
1 . Continuous motion - once you start 
your backswing your racquet head 
should never stop . This tends to aid · 
one's rhythm and prevents you from 
"freezing" on the shot. Take a look at 
the photos - the path or pattern of the 
swing resembles a giant letter "O" -
the etched out path of a pendulum that 
flattens out only in the hitting area . 
2. Height - the higher your racquet 
"reaches" on your loop , the farther it 
has to drop and the more power will be 
built up. You 'll notice in the pictures that 
the hitting elbow must reach very high . 
In addition you should get the feeling 
you are lifting up with your upper 
diaphram and shoulders. (Almost as if 
you were taking a deep breath .) 
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-Ca role Charlouras pnoros 

3. Depth - In addition to height the 
deeper in your stance your racquet 
reaches, the more arc is created , and 
the easier it is to naturally flatten out the 
hitting zone while still maintaining 
speed . Of the two elements depth is not 
as important , particuarly at the upper 
level of the game . The reason is simple 
- the better your opponent , the more 
shots he'll force you to hit in the back 
corners . The closer you get to the back 
wall, the more embarrassing a deep , 
flat swing will be . If you're lucky, you 'll 
be able to "tweek " the ball toward the 
front wall. With Hogan or Serot or 
Lindsay Myers, (the only three players 
in the country who have what I consider 
the beginnings of the "backhand of the 
future") they can still rip the ball from 
very deep, because they use more of 
an upright pendulum in these 
conscious situations . 

Next Month : Backhand Part II 
Legs, w indup, weight shift, grip , tra ining and 
more from th e Master . 

4 . Shoulder turn - On the forehand I 
ment ioned that the mod ern pro powe r 
hitter uses a minimum amount of 
shou lder turn , building up force through 
a quick torqu ing move , rather than a 
leisurely full bloode d turn which I've 
used for years . 

On the backhand the same principle is 
employed , but it manifests itse lf 
differently . A huge shoulder turn is 
used on the backha nd . Th is, more than 
any other factor , is the obstacle that I 
have to overcome to make my 
backhand what I'd like it to be some 
day. (And don 't say "so I can start my 
seniors strong ." ) It is also the most 
not iceable common denom inato r 
among the Hogan, Serot and Myers 
Trio. 

I'd have to go so far as to say that , even 
in reference to the tradit ional 
backhand , this e lemen t is paramount 
and only those who come from a strict 
styl istic tenn is or squa sh background 
real ly do it wel l. 

Although a huge backh and shoul der 
turn is recommended, a large turn into 
the ball is disastrous . It dramaticall y 
slows down the swing , which I hope we 
all realize would tremendously reduce 
power . From a directional standpo int it 
takes the power pinch (splat) or 
down-the- line sidesp in dr ive out of your 
arsenal. You 're forced to either "bod y " 
or "arm " the ball cross court , or punch it 
meekly into the left corner with no 
steam at all on the ball. 

The reason: 1) You 've moved your 
shoulders beyond where they should 
be at impact so you can 't use the ir 
weight and strength in an abrupt 
torquing motion to add "umph " to the 
shot; 2) By moving past contact 
(opening up too soon) , you effectivel y 
reduce the depth in the arc of your 
swing necessary to produ ce the "pop ," 
or "snap" we 've talked of ; 3) If you use 
any tilt in your shoulder turn , open ing 
up too soon forces your racquet face to 
open and you ' ll hit a flyer - prob ably 
off the back wall in the air. • 





Instructional 

APRO Teaches 
Lessons for 
Two Beginners 

• • • 

Reprinted from Contemporary Racquetball with permission of Contemporary 
Books, Inc ., Chicago. Copyright ~ 1978 by Chuck Shefte! and Arthur Shay. The 
American Professional Racquetball Organization , which provides a feature each 
month in National Racquetball, is devoting its space to excerpts from the book 
APRO President Chuck Shefte! wrote with National Racquetball photographer, 
Arthur Shay. This one-hour drill and play suggestion is part of a series of lessons 
two beginners can try on their own. 

Sixth lesson 
1. Brief review of low placement 

shots -(2 minutes) 
2 . ~ackhand work-(10 minutes) 
3. Drills 
a. Feeding backhand-(10 

minutes) 
b. Lobs off back wall to 

backhand-(10 minutes) 
c. Fast drill-all strokes-(10 

minutes) 
4. Play-(15 minutes) 
5. Wrap-up-(3 minutes) 
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By now you should have a feeling for 
the kind of warm-up that helps you start 
your racquetball lesson feeling ready 
rather than stiff . This hard earned 
intelligence about your body and its 
needs - whether for situps, stretches 
or knee bends - should be 
incorporated into a long range 
conditipning plan, possibly involving 
jogging or swimming, but certainly 
situps and stretches . Leg raises from a 
sitting position or while on your back 
are good . The best conditioned 
racquetballer on the pro tour, Jay 
Jones, is a movie stunt man who does 
yoga every day, but also climbs six 
flights of stairs ten times! 

Brief review of low placement shots 

The yarn stretched across the court in 
May's excerpt in National Racquetball 
should have helped you understand 
that a majority of beginners hit most of 
their shots too high . Ideally, of course, 
every shot should be a low kill, but 
since this is impossible you should 
keep practicing those low placements, 
increasing the speed at which you and 
your partner volley low shots with each 
other . This improves your coordination 
and response, as well as your 
accuracy. 

Backhand work 
A well coordinated , smooth backhand 
is a valuable weapon. Alas it takes hard 
work for most people to develop a good 
backhand. Returning to basics go over 
the basic grip and stance from the first 
two lessons . Practice running to the 
backhand side and making that slight 
(quarter inch) turn your hand . 

Most beginners forget to hold the 
racquet high enough while running to 
make a backhand shot. If the racquet is 
held high enough and far enough back, 
it saves you last second · raising and 
positioning. 

A good drill is to stay on the left side of 
the court and imagine that the right side 
doesn 't really exist. The idea, of 
course, is to use the backhand to the 
absolute exclusion of your forehand . 
Your partner should then practice the 
same way. 

~ven while practicing alone, you can 
beef up your backhand by standing on 
that left side and trying to hit exclusively 
with your backhand . Kathy Williams , a 
Denver pro, finds that her students 
make excellent progress using a 
technique called "drop and hit. " Just 
drop the ball with your off hand and 
backhand it into the wall. Ideally you 
should be trying to "pinch" the ball into 
the l~ft wal I where it joins the front wall. 
As long as you can control your 
backhands sufficiently well to get them 
info that left hand corner - by six feet 
at this stage - you 're doing fairly well. 



Server to hit partner's bac khand . 

Drills 
Feeding backhand 

A good two person drill involves one 
"feeding" the other 's backhand. 
Crisscross the ball on the court, 
remembering that the object is to give 
the backhand a good workout. For 
some reason - probably degree of 
difficulty - the poor backhand 
becomes just that from lack of practice . 
It is such a marvelous shot, offensively 
and defensively, that it's worth 
practicing long and hard. 

Lobs off back wall to backhand 

Now that you and your partner have 
achieved a degree of accuracy in your 
shots, try a series of lobs to the back 
wall that forces one another to use the 
backhand off the rear wall. These lobs 
should hit close to the rear wall ; that is 
the ball hits the floor , then the rear wall , 
so that it can be taken on the fly . Don't 
be afraid to hit a little harder and to vary 
your feeding habits so that your partner 
can't tell the target by watching your 
body. Favor the backhand in this 
lesson, so that you can learn to depend 
on it. 

Receiver practices taking the backhand 
off the rear wall . 

Footwork is espec ially important in this drill. 
You must be prepared to charge in and hit 
from that sideways stance . 

Play 

In singles , doubles or cutthroat use 
your improving backhand whenever 
possible, racing to retrieve those 
leftside shots but also moving your 
body out of the more natural forehand 
position into a backhand one . 
Obviously the name of the backhand 
game is to keep hitting as many 
backhands as you can . Depending on 
how proficient you have become, you 
will be able to control your backhand as 
well as your forehand. 

Wrap up 
With this lesson - its glories and its 
failures still in your minds - discuss 
the areas of your game that need 
practice and plan to 
improve them. • 
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Instructional 

Back at You 
by Jerry Hilecher 

In this exclusive National Racquetball series top ranked pro , Jerry Hilecher , 
answers your questions on specific aspects of the game . Send quest ions to 
Hilecher % managing editor , National Racquetball , and one of the sports best 
teachers will bounce the answers back at you every month . 

QUESTION: I have just about 
mastered the knack of playing the ball 
as it rebounds off the back wall. But 
what do you do when it doesn't come 
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off the back wall? Sometimes it just 
seems to hit the wall and stop. How do 
you know when this will happen and , 
how do you play this ball? 

ANSWER: Most of the t ime play ing the 
back wall is like getting a second 
chance . But there are moments when it 
can be one of the most frustrat ing 
experiences in the game . 

Some balls pass you high enough to be 
played off the back wall only to dribb le 
out a foot or so . Some almost slide 
down the wall , leaving you only inches 
in which to maneuver your racquet. 

There 's no real way of telling when this 
will happen or how these balls will play. 



In rhls phor ograph 1c sequen ce illustrate s rhe correcr way to play high lob s which do not permit a good shot off the back wall . In the first photo 
H11echer drops bac k. feeling for rhe bac k wall to d e term me his pos irion but never taking his eyes off the ball . The second and third photos show him 

gett ing beh ind and under the ba ll in prep arat ion for a difficult return . In the fourth photo Hilecher aims at the cei ling, rely ing on his wrist snap to carry 
rhe ball bec ause the qu arters are too cramped to per mi t a full stroke The fifth photo shows the follow through which helps to correct ly aim the ball . 

They are usually border line shots, that 
come off the front wall and pass you 
just a little too high to make a good 
drive return or killshot. 

You have to make a split second 
decision at this point whether or not to 
play the ball as it approaches or off the 
back wall. 

Nothing can tell you how to do it except 
experience. But if it looks as though it is 
going to be one of these bloopers, 
here's how to play it. 

Get behind the ball. It might jump out a 
little further than you expect but, if you 
are quick , you can jump out after it and 
chip it up to the ceiling . You don 't even 
have a chance if it drops behind you . 

On your way back never take your eyes 
off the ball. Feel for the backwall to get 
your bearings . 

After I touch it, I sometimes lean 
against the wall. You have to get that 
far back for these shots! 
As the ball drops, get your racquet 
under it. You won 't have room for the 
normal swing in wh ich your racquet is 
brought up to your shoulder . 

Likewise there is no point going for a kill 
because it is almost impossible to get 
any power on this kind of a ball. 

Go for a ceiling shot. Get as much as 
you can on the ball using your wrist. 
That's where most power is generated 
in a racquetball shot anyway . 

\ 

Follow through with your arm and try to 
aim your shot to your opponent's 
backhand . 

Admittedly it's a defensive maneuver, 
but concentrate on putting the ball up 
on the ceiling . 

Just get yourself out of this one . Your 
time will come later in the rally. • 
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Instructional 

Ready for 
Racquetball Camp 
by Steve Strandemo 

Steve Strandemo has been teaching 
racquetball campers for the past five years . 

Racquetball camp is a tremendous 
experience for a racquetball player. 
Hundreds of players across the country 
are making plans now to attend one of 
the camps taught every summer by the 
country's best professionals at various 
locations coast-to-coast. 

Many of these players will be going to 
camp for the second or third time, and if 
they had some advice to pass on to the 
first-timers, it might be this: however 
eager you are to get to camp and 
improve your game , don't make 
preparations that only go halfway . 

True enough, you've put a lot of 
thought into which camp might be 
"right" for you; which instructors you 
like best; whether or not you want a 
camp with lots of after hours amenities. 
You 've picked the dates, gotten 
vacation time approved, made the 
necessary travel plans, written the 
camp and sent in the deposit. 
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Now you're going to sit back and wait 
for the magic week that is going to 
transform your game. Well it'll be a 
terrific week all right, but as you sit 
there, daydreaming about how great it 
will be, you are wasting a good part of 
the camp experience before it even has 
a chance to get started . 

A racquetball camp will make a 
tremendous difference in your game , in 
only one week's time, if you help the 
instructor in advance by working on 
your ability to be a good student. This 
ability is something you have to start 
developing long before you check in. 
And it's not as simple as just "getting in 
shape, " although that is important too . 

Part of it deals with attitude . You cannot 
get your hopes too high and expect to 
enjoy the maximum benefits of the 
camp experience. Your game can't be 
"transformed" in a week 's time. Rome 
was not built in a day . 

No instructor is going to promise to 
make you into an instant winner . What 
he will do is analyze your technique 
and your style of play and shot 
selection and go from there . Very 
seldom is a student's swing so bad that 
it needs major surgery. Generally 
some minor adjustments are needed. 
More fundamental changes may be 
made in a student's shot selection or 
style of play, if it is needed . Some 
students come to camp without any 
real concept of strategy. 

But camp, for all its revelations, is just 
the starting point. I tell my students I 
can't add 21 points to their game. But I 
can add about five, if they are ready 
and willing to learn from the first day. 
Later on it's up to them to turn that five 
into 10, or 15 or 21. 

Look in the Mirror 

It is important to adopt a realistic 
attitude in the weeks before camp is 
due to begin . Don't get your head in the 
clouds; instead , look at your game in a 
mirror, so to speak . Think about the 
things you particularly want to work on 
during the week of camp . Write down 
things you want to be sure to remember 
to ask your instructor . Camp is not an 
intimidating place , or at least it 
shouldn't be. The instructor is not God, 
telling his pupils what to do and when to 
do it. You can talk to him or her . It's your 
week, after all, and your money , and if 
the instructor is smart , he'll pay 
attention to what YOU want to do. 

You should play more regularly in the 
two or three weeks before camp 
begins, to help you identify these 
problem areas. Plus it'll help your 
conditioning level and sharpen your 
eye. 

Of course anyone going to a 
racquetball camp should try to be in 
decent shape when he gets here . 
You're not going to be playing all day 
long without ever stopping to rest, but 
many camps, including mine, feature 
quite a bit of actual play situations. I 
don 't like to interrupt students every 
three minutes while they 're playing . 
We'll stop often enough to discuss 
errors, but the emphasis is on 
maintaining a "flow of play, " which 
means a student will soon become too 
fatigued to get the most from it, if he is 
completely out of shape. 

At the same time no one should be 
scared off . I'm not saying you need to 
go out and run five miles a day for a 
month before camp. Jogging helps, 
sure, and so does playing more often . 
But my rule of thumb is : Be consciou s 
that camp is approaching, and work a 
little on conditioning, but do not go 
overboard and do things that are 
completely abnormal to you . I, for one, 
don't want you coming to camp worn 
out. Come refreshed, and ready to play 
a good week of racquetball. 



There is one thing to consider . Some 
racquetball camps are hosted by 
·mountain resorts. Because of the 
greater altitude, students should be a 
little more conscious of conditioning . 
Part of this is psychological. When you 
first get to a high altitude camp, 
naturally you're going to feel short of 
breath for awhile. But the body adjusts 
quickly to it, and by the second or third 
day you 'll not even notice it. The 
important thing is not to be afraid of it; 
it's natural. And instructors adjust their 
programs to allow for it. 

As far as conditioning goes I think it is 
more important, as you are preparing 
for camp, to prepare your eye and 
hand. Your sense of timing should be 
pretty well honed when you go to camp, 
and the racquet should feel 
comfortable in your hand. Of course 
these things are accomplished as you 
play more in the weeks before camp . 

Photo A 

Practice Specifics 

The various instructors may , in their 
advance literature, tell of a few specif ic 
things they 'd like you to practice before 
camp opens . For example I like my 
students to have worked on the serve, 
both the low drive serve and the Z 
serve." 

You should work on serving from the 
middle of the service court. Too many 
novice players believe you must serve 
from one side or the other. That is just 
not so. From the middle you can hit a 
low drive serve into either corner , with 
winning results. It just takes practice . 
(See photo A) · 

From the middle practice hitting the 
low-drive serve so that it comes back 
low over the service line and either 
takes two hops into the back corner, or 
skips off the side wall after the first 
bounce and then into the corner. I 
wouldn't recommend going for the ace 
in the "crack." It's a low percentage 
shot. Try to make the ball take its first 
bounce between where you are 
standing and the side wall. The ball 
should never hit the side wall until after 
the first bounce . 

~J Drive 

, . 

Whi le you 're practicing the serve, try 
dropping back quickly into good center 
court position , three to five feet back of 
the second serv ice line . This is the best 
percentage position from which to play 
your opponent's return . At camp I 
would tell you that the serve and the 
dropback should be one coord inated 
motion , but for the sake of practice, I'm 
not concerned with form. Just try it; 
serve and drop back, as quickly as you 
can, keeping your stance generally 
open to the front wall, looking over your 
shoulder, watching the ball. 

But most important, in this drill, is to get 
the serve to take its first 6ounce 
between you and the side wall. That's 
your first goal. You second goal is to 
keep the ball from bounding off the 
back wall , either by having it take a 
second bounce , or by brushing the side 
wall before it reaches the back corner . 

If every student came to camp with the 
ability to serve from the middle and get 
it into the back corner like that, we 
would be a day or two ahead of 
schedule. 
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Students should also practice hitting 
the ball down the alley on either side, 
without hitting the side wall. (See photo 
8 .) From 30-35 feet hit the ball so that it 
strikes the front wall no higher than 
three or four feet from the floor , and 
takes two bounces before it reaches 
the qi:).ck wall. For your own particular 
velocity see just how high you can hit 
the front wall and have it bounce twice 
before reach ing the back . 

Don 't "aim " during this drill. Go ahead 
and take a full swing. Get the racquet 
back early, and be sure you have 
plenty pf snap in the wrist . On the 
backfiand get the racquet back and pull 
through forcefully with your shoulder , 
so you will be getting good velocity on 
the ball. And work on keeping your off 
arm out of the way . Too many players 
have a te ndency to tuck it into their 
chests during the swing, which 
impedes the freedom of the stroke . 
Keep it on the opposite side of your 
body from the swing, where it can help 
you maintain balance. 
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Stretch the Hamstrings 

If you play with any regularity , you 
probably already know the import ance 
of stretching exerc ises before play . 
(See photo C.) You shou ld do plenty of 
these exercises before camp , every 
day, whether you play or not. Pay 
particular attent ion to the hamst rings , 
the big muscle in th~ back of your thigh , 
but your torso , shoulder and arm 
should also be stretched out. It's a 
great idea, also , to stretch AFTER yo u 
play, when the muscles are tight from 
exertion. 

Speaki ng of the prevention of injury , 
everyone should wear eyeguards. I 
can't make my own students wear 
eyeguards, but I do harp on it. It's much 
easier to teach a student who is not 
afraid to watch the ball all the time, and 
that kind of confidence comes only 
from wearing eyeguards . Naturally it 
makes it easier for the student to learn , 
too . 

Photo C 
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As for other equ ipment , bring two pairs 
of shoes, so you 'll always have a dry 
pair . Bring plenty of cotto n T-shirts , 
shorts and underwea r, and at least 
enough ath letic socks to have two dry 
pair for every sess ion . Wea ring two 
pairs of socks absorbs most of the 
frict ion of stop-and -start moveme nt 
and cuts down on blisters . 

Bring wr istbands and gloves, and a 
coup le of ext ra racquets if you have 
them . A warm-up suit is a good idea, to 
put on after play so you don 't cool down 
too quickly . And don 't forget to bring an 
open mind , realistically tuned . • 

See Nationa l Racquetb all guide to cam ps on 
page 56. 



Specify FiBERESiN Recreation Court Panels 
the winner in great court performance and economy 
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FiBERESiN® ... standard of the industry 
Today a major.ity of owners, developers, contractors and installers are 
specifying FiBERESiN Recreation Court Panels. Why? Because it's a 
superior product of unique technology and experience , with properties 
exceeding competitive offerings and an enviable record of proven performance. 
This is the original hi-density melamine laminated panel we have been 
engineering to meet tough applications since 1946. 

Some decision - making notes 

Premium grade 62-P hi-dens ity , h i-p ressure , 
therma lly-fused court panel. 

Superior quality and enduring life protect you r 
investment for years to come . 

Balanced construction for d imen sional stability . 

Tough melamine surface res ists damage from 
racquet blows and ball action . 

Playability is consistent and tr ue, w ith uni form ba ll 
ac tion and sound . 

Minimal maintenance l imited to occas io nal 
cleaning wi t h soap and wa ter. No down-ti me 
revenue loss . 

Exacting specifications , full inspect ion prior 
to sh ipment. 

Fast installation , ready for play in just days . 

Call or write Chuck Hendrickson for 
complete technical data and literatur e. 

II FiBERESiN Industries, Inc. 
P.O. Box 88, Oconomowoc , W I 53066 
Dept. 128 
Phone : (414) 567-4427 



Court Clubs 

Racquetball Moving in 
on New York City 

Since a December , 1978 , column in 
National Racquetball reported there 
were no courts in New York City 
outside a few in Manhattan, word has 
come from Staten Island 's Lou De 
Santis on two facilities . They are his 
Richmond Racquetball and Courts of 

Appeal , six miles apart in the New York 
borough, and 35 minutes from midtown 
Manhattan. 

De Santis, who plans to put up a club in 
Brooklyn, says he opened his first 
six-court facility in November of 1977 

New Court Club Listings 
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Ruben Gonzale s, left , and Gary Valinoti are 
pros at both Staten Island Clubs. 

and sold out to 800 members , then 
added a second 12-court club to meet 
the demand from players who come 
from the surrounding New Jersey and 
Brooklyn area as well as from 
Staten Island . • 

' l a a: 
~ .. ., 
-g 
0 
0 



Racquetball .. . 
Handball .. . 

·.,f; Squash .. . 
(/ ,<? ;•, ;· ~ Paddleball 

i 
Hundreds of court installations, without a failure, 

mean proven performance. Here's why! 

The material is premium grade 62-P 
hi-density, hi-pressure laminated court 
panel system . 

Playability is true and consistent, with 
uniform ball action and sound. 

o'J, Supe,io, quality and long lite . 
Minimal maintenance, never needs 
paint, cleans with soap and water. 

Complete court package designed 
and engineered to fit your needs and 
budget. 

Dimensionally stable, structurally 
sound, non-sweating surface . 

Resists chipping, cracking, scratching 
and marring from racquet contact. 

Call or wr ite for complete deta ils : 

World Courts, Inc. 
554 Main Street 

Exacting specifications and full inspec­
tion procedures prior to shipment. 

Faster installations, no downtime rev­
enue loss. 

Highly trained experts make all instal­
lations, backed by double guarantee 
from World Courts, the court systems 
spec ia lists. 

Indoor Running Tracks 

D i stributor of 
Championship Floors 

S. Weymouth, MA 02190 Portable or Permanent 
Phone: (617) 337-0082 .___ _______ _, 

• 

Productof 
Dept. NA FIBERESIN 

Industries, Inc. 



Health 

Playing Racquetball after a Heart Attack 
Watch Those Body Signs 
by Raeann Berman 

Can the heart attack victim play 
racquetball? The answer : a qualified 
yes - under certain circumstances 
and with the proper level of 
conditioning. 

Only the patient's doctor, through 
careful evaluation and testing, can 
prescribe racquetball as a healthful 
adjunct to treatment. The key to the 
question of "to play or not to play" is 
basic conditioning . Dr. Noel D. Naquin, 
Medical Director, Cardiac 
Rehabilitation and Health 
Enhancement Center , Swedish 
Covenant Hospital in Chicago, 
supervises a program of basic 
endurance training, starting with 
running, cycling, jogging or swimming 
- those overall aerobic activities that 
exercise the body smoothly and feed 
the body with oxygen in a sustained 
manner . Nequin, like many other 
cardiac specialists who study the 
effects of exercise on the heart , 
emphasizes that racquetball differs 
from the "smooth" exercise pattern of 
swimming or running. Racquetball is 
stop and go activity with sudden spurts 
of movement. He compares the effect 
of a strenuous game of racquetball on 
the non-conditioned body to "the car 
that sits in the garage all week . When 
it's taken out on Sunday for a drive, 
there 's too much strain on the motor ." 

The racquetball enthusiast may well be 
able to return to his sport if he avoids 
the "Sunday driver" syndrome . He 
needs basic conditioning first , under 
medical supervision , then a planned 
program of working up to racquetball 
and finally, racquetball played in a 
moderate fashion. 

Nequin says that cardiac patients are 
often "more educated and aware." 
They know what's happening to their 
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bodies at rest , at moderate play, during 
stress . They "tune into " body 
processes and notice the way they feel. 
He quotes Sir William Osler, the great 
19th century physician and man of 
letters, who often told his colleagues 
that the secret to a long life is to acquire 
a chronic disease and take care of it. In 
many respects people with heart 
disease are better candidates for 
healthful enjoyable participation in 
sport because they do pay close 
attention to their own body signs . 

No One's Invulnerable 
At the other extreme Nequin sees a 
dangerous trend developing among 
some very active people - the 
"invulnerability complex " i.e. "I'm so 
physically fit that nothing could ever 
happen to me." Many athletic people 
have a blind spot in recognizing actual 
physical distress , chest pains or 
shortness of breath. These are people 
who are so accustomed to pushing 
themselves further and harder that 
they don't allow themselves to feel 
pain . He says "They have a high 
tolerance for discomfort and can 
actually be experiencing warning 
pairis for awhile and not paying 
attention ." He suggests they 
"remember their goals . .. being 
physically fit, feeling good, enjoying 
sports and not turning racquetball or 
any other game into an endurance 
contest." 

In the rehabilitation unit at Swedish 
Covenant Hospital, Nequin's patients 
learn to think of daily activities in terms 
of METS, the metabolic rate used in 
various movements . One MET is the 
energy used while awake but resting, 
such as sitting and reading a book . As 
patients progress through the 

conditioning program , they move 
steadily from low MET levels to higher 
MET levels , higher energy use . 
Racquetball is at the nine to 10 MET 
level, about on a par with strenuous 
singles tennis. The accompanying 
chart shows Activity Equivalents in 
METS. 

We hear a lot about the tolerance for 
stress and varying degrees of stress 
placed upon the body by strenuous 
activity. Dr. Jere H. Mitchell , Professor 
of Medicine and Physiology at the 
University of Texas Health Science 
Center in Dallas and Chairman of the 
American Heart Association 
committee on exercise, is studying the 
effects of stress from the physiolog ical 

Jere H. Mitchell, M. D., chairman of the 
committee on exercise of the American Heart 
Association, says "with exercise the indiv idual 
can live better with the disease ." 
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Drive truck* Machine OrllTI 
Crane oper * assembly 

Play Sitting Shuffle- Dancing 13admlnto 
Piano board (waltz) Tennis- ~ 
playing Horseshoes Golf (double&~ 

Bait cast Table snow hO"i 
Billiards tennis ~ 8 

Physica l Walk 1.5 Walk 2 mph Walk3 ntph Walk :J mp11 J 
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bicycle low cycling@ Slcycnrtg_@ s 
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(") - May have added psycholog1ca1· stress that would increase workload on the heart . Chart courtesy Swedish Covenant Hospital . - ---- - . ,,.........__ ----' ...._,. . . 

standpoint. Mitchell feels that the 
stress itself is not the danger but that it 
is the condition the person is in before 
undertaking stressful activ ities. He 
talks about the sought after "condition " 
state and says " When a person is in the 
'condition' state , he has a slower heart 

rate at rest, slower heart rate at a given 
level of work, lower blood pressure, 
lower pulse, lower secretions and a 
lower requirement of oxygen by the 
heart. " 

He emphasizes the value of 
determining the individual's maximum 
capacity for exercise through the EKG, 
stress test and other laboratory tests 
and then slowly work ing up to 

max imum capacity through a planned 
exerc ise program. Dur ing exerc ise the 
heart rate shou ld be around 15 to 20 
beats per minute , and less stress is 
being placed upon the body in relation 
to the capacity of that individual's 
system, compared to the stress 
attached to a faster, nonconditioned 
heart beat. 
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Quality of Life 

Mitchell reminds us that "There 's no 
firm evidence that exercise increases 
the quantity of life and it certainly can 't 
cure heart disease. But the individual 
can live better with the disease . The 
quality of life is enhanced. " 

Dr . James Hodgson, Associate 
Professor of Applied Physiology at 
Pennsylvania State University, 
explains that "Exercise allows one a 
greater margin of safety . After 
conditioning we increase our 
tolerance to do a given task. Or, put 
another way, a given task requires a 
smaller percentage of maximum 
effort." Hodgson says "Laboratory 
studies show that after conditioning, 
exercise results in a lower heart rate 
and lower blood pressure product." 
(The product being the number you get 
by multiplying the heart rate by the 
blood pressure .) "And that product is 
highly related to the requirements of 
the heart for oxygen ." With a lower 
product, you place less demands upon 
your body . The body can efficiently 
deliver the oxygen it needs for energy. 

He gives an example of a conditioned 
person in his 30's or 40's using 
somewhere around 40 percent of his 
maximum capacity by walking three 
miles per hour , a moderate or "safe " 
pace. Another person of the same age 
who 's not in condition may have to use 
60 or more percent of his maximum 
capacity to walk at that rate. And so the 
second person is running an 
appreciably higher risk of straining the 
heart. 
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New Kind of Game 
Hodgson is an enthusiastic racquetball 
player himself and is quite specific 
about how a heart patient can return to 
the game . "My recommendation 
would be that he remove the 
competitive aspect of the game as 
much as possible . The individual who 
wants to get back to the game has to 
adjust his expectations, his attitude , 
play it in a different frame of mind . He 
has to be able to accept a new type of 
game ." 
As a competitive player he admi ts that 
the fast pace and competition of the 
game contribute to the fun . He says "I 
know it's hard for the Type A individual 
(hard -driving , intense) to play at a · 
leisurely pace." Hodgson 's adv ice : 
"Learn to adjust your outlook toward 
the game . If the ball goes far out of 
range , don 't lunge for it. Try for one 
that's not so difficult ." 
For many racquetball players this may 
mean giving up the old bunch at the 
courts - selecting less competitive 
players or sk illed players w illing to play 
a slower game . For some players 
there 's a good solution waiting in the 
wings - the racquetball-p lay ing w ife . 
The wife witn knowledge and 
enthusiasm for the game can become 
the best partner of all. 
How often should one play the game 
after a heart attack? Nequin cautions 
"Stay away from a once-weekly high 
level competitive game . Ideally one 
should play two or three times a week­
more steady play with two and a half 
days between matches." Because of 
the stop and go basic movements and 
energy demands of the game more 
frequent play at a more relaxed pace is 
the best prescription . 
The dedicated player who commits to 
return to the gar,:ie has to remember 
why he started playing in the first place 
- for a feeling of psycho logical _and 
physical well-being . When returning to 
racquetball the two important rules are : 
1) Be in condition and 2) Play for 
enjoyment. · • 

The sport with 
the big market 
for families. 
And the big 
potential for 
investors. 

You can now enter on the 
ground floor of what Is destined 
to be one high-rise of an inve·st ­
ment: A CPI Racquet Ball 
" Fam ily Court " Franchise! 

Racquet ball Is going to be 
in the years ahead what tenn is 
has been all along-only more 
so. Because racquet ball is a 
sport that's more accessi ble· to 
a greater variety of people with 
a wider range of fi nancia l. 
means . Whole families can 
pla y-male, female, young , and 
not so young. It offers the same 
type skills and exercise benef its 
as tennis, yet is easier to play 
and quicker to learn . 

COLLECT-at 516/364-9270-
we will send yo u a comple te 
package of information on 
what a CPI Racquet Ball 
"Family Court" Franchise is 

Everything from what you 
need to become a CPI Fran ­
chisee, to what we offer once 
you are one . 

The racquetball industry is 
a success story that is un like 
any story you've ever heard . 

And one that is destined to 
come true for many a person 
w ho-like yo urself-are now ex­
ploring the possibi lity of making 
a CPI Racq uet Ball "Family 
Court " Franchise the ir very own . 

CA LL COLL ECT 
516136 4-9270 
For you r compl ete 
CPI Franchi se ! 

cpl 
CPI Aacoue l Ball 
Fam, ly Co un , Inc 
575 U nocrn ,11 Bou1evnro. 
Syosse1 . Ne-, Y01~ 11791 
516/364 9270 
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BEFORE YOU 
INVEST IN 
RACQUETBALL 
discover how 
you get the 
fastest doll r 
return wit CP 's 
total pac age o o • 

• COMPLETE ARCHITECTURAL 
SERVICES .• 
• Feasib i lity plans & costs 

for financing 
• Preliminary architectural plans 
• Complete arc hitectural 

& mechanical plans 
wit h specifications 

• COMPLETE CO URT 
PACKAGE : 
PANELS , STEE L STUD S, 
FLOORING . LIGH TING 

• COMPLETE INSTALLATION : 
QUALIFIED INSTALLERS & 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 

• PRE-OPENING MEMBERSHIP 
SALES & MARKET ING PROGRAMS 

• TA X ADVANTAGE CONSU LTATI ON 

II CPl's tota l system inc ludes 
FIBERESIN high-dens ity 62 lb./cu . ft . 
recreation court pane ls . 

WHEN I 
SE YES, 
YOU GET 
T ERETURN 

---------------~~~ I Yes, please send me more information I 
I on CP/ 's total racquetball package . I 
I name I 
I company I 
I addreu I 
I ci ly sta te zip I 
I o~one ( I 
I 

MAIL TO : Court Planners & Investor Sorv lces , Ltd . I 
NR 575 Und orh ill Blvd ., Syo ss ot, N .Y. 1 179 1 --------------







Please forward me a brochure immediately! 
Championship Racquetball, P.O. Box 18301, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114, 

NAME --------- - ----- 702-735-0585 
ADDRESS ____________ _ 

STATE ________ _ ZIP __ _ 

PHONE _____________ _ CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
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•••Tatiana Looks at Woman 's lib • (cont inued) ••• 

"It 's because of my English that I 
have made four trips to the United 
States . I have been to New York, 
San Francisco, Denver and 
Boulder as an interpreter for Soviet 
teams ." 

Twenty years ago Tatiana , who was 
born in 1941 three weeks before the 
Soviets went to war aga inst the 
Nazis , was a compet itor herse lf, 
trave ling around the Soviet Union as 
a hurdler and high jumper and 
studying at the Institute for Phys ical 
Education . 

"I was good, but not the best . But 
with the job I have now I want to b e 
the best. 

"I have to work very hard . I must be 
good at my job , and then I ha ve to 
look good . I have to have time to go 
to the hairdresser and to look for 
stylish clothes and cosmet ics ." 

(Having seen the lines in Leningrad 
and Moscow for hard-to-get items 
like lace bras, we can understand 
why the Soviets have to invest hours 
of their day in shopping .) 

" I get up at 6:30 every work day to 
take my ch ild (five-year -old 
Aloysha) to kindergarten on the bus 
and then I spend an hour on the 
subway getting to work. I shop for 
dinner some time during the day . If I 
want to prov ide a good diet, I have 
to take the time to find a store tha t 
sell s fresh greens and fish. If I go to 
the store after work, then my 
husband picks up our son at 
kindergarten ·at 6. Then I prepare 
the evening meal for my child - not 
usually for my husband or myself 
because we both eat a good me al 
at the buffets where we work ." (Her 
husband is a translator for 
Spanish -speaking students -
mostly Cubans - stud ying in 
Moscow .) 

"And sometimes I wor k evenings or 
weekends . Last night , when I was 
covering a sw im meet , I brought my 
child along. He was runn ing all 
over , but I was glad he was with 
me ." 

Tatiana says her schedu le is easy 
compared to her friend 's. 

Unes are the rule for Soviet shoppers . 

"M y girlf riend is a worl d record 
hold er in the 400 met er hurdles . She 
works very hard - she has to trav el 
an hour and a half from her house 
tw ice a day for her training . She 's 
30, so she 's thinki ng ab out the 
future - she 's taking a coaching 
cou rse . 

"The p robl em is tha t the everyd ay 
life of a Soviet wo man is fill ed with a 
job , cook ing , work in the home. 
We'd like to jog the way the men do, 
but mo st women jus t have time to 
exe rcise for 15 m inutes - an d we 
can 't always do that . 

" We're lib erated," she says with a 
smile. " Bu t I wonder if we ne ed this 
equal ity." 

I 



The Changing Shape of the Soviet Woman 
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The shape of the Soviet female is changing, 
as indicated by these photos taken on 
Moscow 's Gorky Street. Racquetball is a 
natural for the Soviet woman - with limited 
time and a new passion for looking trim - so 
chances are there'll be courts around long 
before this young lady from Leningrad is 
ready to take up the game . 



Playing Tip Number 16 
In their popular book, Inside 
Racquetball for Women, Pro Jean 
Sauser and National Racquetball 
Photographer Arthur Shay devote 
10 pages to what they call "guilty 
feet" - a pair of which many 
begir:ining women racquetball 
players possess . Hitting off the back 
foot, one of the excerpts printed in 
National Racquetball's series with 
permission of the authors, might be 
among those foot errors that is 
impeding your progress in the 
game . 

The Sauser-Shay book, a collection 
of mistake-correction keys to better 
racquetball, is published by 
Contemporary Books and is 
available at pro shops, sporting 
goods stores and book shops. 

-!J 

Mistake: 
Hitting off the Back Foot 

This error drives many player s up the wall, 
along with their shots . It generally results in 
hitt ing weak corner shots that make you easy 
prey to a fair player . Back foot hitters have 
less power than do proper strokers , and they 
usually skip more balls into the floor. Hitting 
off that back foot often thrusts your body In 
front of the ball, making it almost Impossible 

to generate a powerful, controlled stroke. 

Correction : 
The Lead Foot Swing 

Practice hitting the ball off your front foot by dropp ing the ba ll a little ahead of you and 
stepping Into it, off your lead foot, of course . Pract ice retrieving the ba ll from the side walls, 
using your off-hand to throw it. You'll know that you 've gotten your body into a swing by feeling 
the increase In your hitting power-just as a golfer knows by feel that a drive was well hit. 



YWCA Wonder Girl 
High Ranked Junior Plays at Low Cost .. There 's more talent than money Whenever she can get one, Ellen 

invested in the racquetball game of plays on one of four free courts in the 

-------- Ellen Kurland , a major contender for YMCA portion of Rochester's 
the 1 979 Girls 17 and Under combination YW-YM building. And 
championsh ip. the four fee courts cost her only half 

That's because the 16-year-old who of the $4 hourly charge . All eight -

took fourth last year in the 17 and the only courts in town - are filled 

Unders , plays at the Rochester from 5:45 a .m. to 1 O p.m. 

(MN) YWCA, where she pays just $8 With court time so tight, Ellen .,.,_, a year for her high schoo l manages about four practice 
membership . sessions a week, but she works out 

Ellen Kurland manag es four practice 
at the Y at least an hour the other 

-~ - - sessions a week at the YW-YM's busy courts, 
days - running, sw imming or doing 

-- - and most of her opponents are men . some light weight lifting. 

Ellen learned racquetball from her 
City of YWCA Have courts Have access to courts Plans to build father, a doctor at Rochester 's world 

Arizona Tucson yes famous Mayo Clinic : "My Dad got 

California Bakersfield yes me on a court when I was 11, but I 
Sacramento yes didn 't like it. When I was 13, I tried it 
San Jose yes again - and I've been serious about 

Colorado Boulder yes the game ever since. That next year 
Connecticut Hartford paddleball I won first in the Twin Cities 

New Britain yes tournament in the Women's 8 ." In 
Illinois Allon 1979 open her first state tournament (in 1978) 

Chicago yes Ellen took first among all the Freeport complete court club 
Women 's B players in Minnesota. Peoria yes 

Iowa Dubuque yes Ellen - the YW 's shining star -
Oskaloosa yes plays with her older brothers , her Washington yes 

father or in the YMCA men's league . 
Kansas Wichita yes But there 's a full program for the 
Michigan East Detroit yes women who play for fun and Grand Rapids yes 

exercise , according to YWCA Lansing yes 
St. Joseph yes Program Director Marlene Sack . 

Maine Bangor yes Sack , who wants women around the 
Minnesota Minneapolis yes country to know they can play 

Rochester yes racquetball on the smallest budgets, 
Missouri Joplin yes has compiled this list of 44 YWCA 's 
Montana Missoula yes where memberships range from an 
North Carolina Charlotte portable 3-wall average $5 to $12 a year and where 
New Jerset Trenton yes courts are free or available at a 

New York Poughkeepsie yes minimum charge . 
Troy yes 
White Plains yes 

Ohio Lancaster yes 
Van Wert yes 
Warben yes 
Zanesville yes 

Pennsylvan,a Hazelton yes 
Johnstown yes 
Meadville yes 
New Castle yes 

South Dakota Mitchell yes 
Vir~in1a Richmond yes 
Washington Bellingham yes 

Walla Walla yes 
Wisconsin Lacrosse yes 

Milwaukee yes 
Waukesha yes 





Racquetball!!! You 'll love it even more and learn it best in Aspen! The 
Aspen Athle tic Club and Seamco bring together top professiona ls - Janell 
Marr iott and Kathy Williams for you this summer. Our one week camps for 
both men and women offer instruct ion for all levels of ability . The camp 
week will bring you patient individua l attention with innovative instruction, 
group lectures , film demonslrqlions and video tape to evaluate and help 
you get the most out of your time and work . The cost of the camp week is 

only $225, plus lodg ing . · 

While in Aspen you'll enjoy Unique Events . . . 

Jeep Ride to Aspen Mt. 
Picnicking next to a glac ier 

. . . Where you can ski in August . . . 

Also enjoy ma ny opportuni ties at sports such as ... Outdoor Racquetball , ten17is, golf, 
horseback riding , hang glide , kayaking , hiking & white water raft ing . .. 

Cultural events abound such as . . . 
Ballet West , Aspen Arts Festival & Aspen Music Festival 

\\ 
Nationally acclaimed restau rants, shops , nightc lubs . .. 

Racquetball! ll 
You'll learn it best and love 

it even more after Aspen 

s Enrnco ./.)., 
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Feature 

Grownups Racquetball Camps 
Long on Luxury 
No Bunks or Bugs 
What's summer camp minus the buddy New muscles get a workout on a horse bac k-steak ride during a Steamb oat Spring s camp session. 

system, a junior counselor , a hard cot, 
your name sewn in your shorts , eat ing 
mashed potatoes with 99 other 
10-year -olds , outdoor plumbing and 
mosquito bites? 

It's a racquetball camp where creature 
comforts are the rule, where you 
mingle with the pros and where your 
only distress comes from the blister 
you picked up the morning you forgot to 
wear your glove . 

As racquetball thrives , so do the camps 
that began to offer a week of instruc tion 
in a vacation setting back in 1975 at the 
Storm Meadows Ath let ic Club in 
Steamboat Springs , CO . 
This year there are four camps you can 
choose from , including one organ ized 
by Steve Strandemo , a Storm 
Meadows pioneer pro, along with 
Steve Keeley , Ben Koltun , Craig 
McCoy and Steve Serot. And though 
the Rocky Mountains are still attract ing 
racquetball students - there are three 
camps in Colorado - facilities flourish 
in Pennsylvania and California , too . 

Racquetball camps appeal to players i" 
- fi rst of all - because the .L,..-~....-~--,.,~- · 
combina tion of lessons with top pros , 
practice sessions and matches is the 
best way to improve a game . But the 
socia l end of the camps is another 
strong attract ion . One sing le called his 
week in Colorado "sort of a wholesome 
Club Med . " Other camps are so fam ily 
directed , they provide babysitters. 

For your convenience in planning your 
racquetball summer National 
Racquetball has tracked down 
facilities now accepting campers for 
the 1979 season . 

Davey Bled soe evens up an end -of-the -week 
game by using a jug for a racquet while he 

carries a half water filled beach ball. 
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Atlas Health Club 
901 Hotel Circle S. 
P. 0 . Box 80097 
San Diego, CA 92138 
714-298-9321 
June 20-24, Sept. 12-16 , Nov. 7-11 
Lodging at the Mission Valley Inn 
Price for five days and four nights , including 
lodging, is $347 for a single and $306 for a 
double . 
Head instructor is Bud Mueh leisen . 
Instruct ion hours total min imum of 18. 
Extras include final day banquet with cert ificates, 
one dinner at Crystal T's Empo rium and the use 
of Atlas Health Club facilities, such as pool, track 
and workout room. 

Davey Bledsoe Wilson Sporting Goods 
Racquetball Ranch 
Box 1566 
Steamboat Springs, CO 80477 
303-879-3335 
July 29-Aug . 4, Aug . 5-11, Aug . 12-18, Aug . 
19-25 
Lodging at Storm Meadows Condom iniums 
Price for five days and six nights is $235 for the 
camp; room cost is $175 for single occupancy of 
a studio unit, $87 .50 for doub le and $58 .33 for 
triple - $240 for a larger studio that sleeps up to 
six. 
Head instructo r is Davey Bledsoe . 
Instruction runs daily through early afternoon . 
Extras include get acquainted cocktail party, 
awards party, horseback -steak ride , plus 
opportun ity for ratting, kayaking or riding the 
gondola up Mt. Werner. Babysitters are 
available . 

See Steve Strandemo's advice on getting ready 
for racquetball camp in this issue's 
instructional section. 

Just like summer camp when you were a kid -
,. the group photo that brings back memories, like 

this one from a week at the Aspen Athletic Club . 

Steve Strandemo AMF Head Racquetball 
Camps 
Seven Springs Mountain Resort 
Champion , PA 15622 
Vail Athletic Club 
Box 573 
Vail, CO 81657 
714-268-3383 
July 23-28, July 30-Aug . 4 - Seven Springs ; July 
9-14, July 16-21 - Vail 
Lodg ing at the Seven Springs main lodge or the 
Vail Holiday Inn 
Price for six days of instruct ion and seven nights 
of lodging is $335 double and $385 single at 
Seven Springs; Price for five and a half days 
instruction and six nights lodging is $303 four to a 
room, $315 triple, S343 double and S421 single in 
Vail. 
Head instructor is Steve Strandemo. 
Instruction runs eight hours a day. 
Extras Include camp shorts and shirt: two cocktail 
part ies: two dinners, an Alpine slide and a 
lakeside picnic at Seven Springs, and a mountain 
picnic and cable car excursion at Vail. 

You can expect a spectacular setting at 
racquetball camps such as Steve Strandemo's 

in Seven Springs, PA. 

WIiiiams/Marriott Pro Camp 
Aspen Athletic Club 
720 E. Hyman Ave . 
Aspen, CO 81611 
303-925-1940 
Aug . 5-11, Aug . 12-18, Aug . 26-Sept. 1, Sept. 2-8 
(Beginner/ Intermed iate 8/5-11, 8/26-9/1; 
lnVAdvanced other sessions) 
Lodging at The Gant condominiums, or for those 
who like to mix bugs, birches and starry skies 
with their racquetball, camping out in the Aspen 
area . 
Price for six days of camp is S225: Room cost is 
$16 per person per night or $32 for a single 
wanting his or her own bedroom condo . 
Head instructors are Kathy Williams and Janell 
Marriott . 
Instruction runs each morn ing starting at 9 . 
Extras include camp shorts and shirt, a cock tail 
party , a barbeque, hayride or horseback ride, a 
jee p ride to the top of Aspen Mountain, possible 
skiing or sliding on Montezma Glacier and an 
awards party . • 
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Feature 

Racquetball's 
His Drawing Board Break 
Centennial Cover Artist Gives up Cigarettes and Pills 

by Stella Hart 

Peter Caras· pen gives life to the chara cters In bestsellers '1ke Centenn ial. 

" / knew I couldn 't have it both ways ," 
says Peter Caras , creator of paperback 
book and magazine covers , movie 
posters and portraits . 

" / knew I had a choice to make and the 
choice wasn't easy ." 

T he 37-year-old New Jersey artist 
rea lized he'd lost his physical stamina 
when he asked a young friend to teach 
him to play racquetba ll. 

"That was about a year ago, " the 6 '3", 
1 70 pound Caras says, "when I was 
smoking at least four and a half packs 
of cigarettes a day . I imagine my lungs 
must have looked like the inside of a 
chimney because my first trip to the 
racquetball courts found me gasping 
for breath, perspiring and completely 
inept. " 

Those were the days, Ca ras says when 
"my life had be come a 
merry-go-round. I would wake at 6 
a.m., drink at least four cups of coffee, 
go to my board to work and not quit -
that is work non-stop not eating until I 
was finished . 

I . 

I 
I 

,. ~ ..... - - _ .,,,,,,... 

s:• •· 

"Then I started getting into bad habits. 
In order to stay awake I started with 
No -Doz pills, and more coffee. 
Stronger pills came next , coupled with 
booze and cigarettes and before long I 
hit bott om . Working non -stop from 6 a .m. and not eating until he finished started Caras on the road to bad habits. 
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The Last to Know 

"I guess I was the last person to realize 
I had become a pill popping, cigarette 
smoking alcoholic . My wife knew it, my 
friends knew it, but all I knew is that I 
had deadlines to meet, and pills , 
coffee , booze and cigarettes helped 
me meet those deadlines ." 

Caras is now a member of Alcoholics 
Anonymous , and says he is not 
addicted to anything but coffee and 
racquetball. 

"I'm finding it very difficult to cut back 
on my intake of coffee, and as far as 
racquetball -this is something that I do 
not want to cut back on at all . .. 

Caras spends at least three days a 
week work ing out at the Chatham (NJ) 
Squash and Racquetball Club with the 
friend who introduced him to the game 
- Lee Grayson , a 17-year-o ld high 
school student " who excels at the 
game but who is willing to play with me 
even though he knows I'm no expert at 
it - that my form may not be great or 
even correct. " 

Caras is in fine form when he's at work 
at his studio in an 18th century house 
he shares with his English born wife, 
Leonardo, and his pretty, dark haired 
daughters - Al isa, 10, and Leah , 8. 
His current project - prep aring the 
cover illustration for the paperback of 
James A. Michener's Chesapeake -
fol lows covers for Michener 's 
Centennial and Bridges of Tako Ri, 
Felice Picano 's The Mesmiri st and 
lnstar (Caras used hims elf as a model 
for the cover of the book co-authored 
by John Mann). Peter Lear 's Golden 
Girl and VJ Day by Alan Fields . 

Peter Caras en1oys the company of his favorite 
work, the painting he did for the book cover of 
the Biography of Pat Garrett 

Caras spends at least rhree days a week playing racquetball. 

, 

Kennedy, Newman and Mays 

The illustrator has put movie stars onto 
dozens of posters. Fans have seen 
blowups of Caras versions of William 
Holden and Ernest Borgnine in The 
Revengers, Charles Bronson in Fr~m 
Noon Ti/ Three and Paul Newman in 

The Times and Life of Judge Roy 
Bean . Caras also painted portraits of 
General Omar Bradley for the Boy 
Scouts and - for their biographies -
such people as Ted Kennedy , Willy 
Mays , Bob Dillon , John Wayne and 
Billy Graham . 

All this has led to several "Best 
Illustration of the Year" awards from 
the Nationa l society of Illustrators for 
Caras , who started drawing when he 
was 11, and worked his way through a 
Pittsburgh art school as a shoeshine 
boy . 

Unde rstandably Caras now condemns 
pills and booze and praises his 
profession, which gives him the chance 
to take racquetball breaks when he 
needs them. 

"Racquetball is clearing my lungs and 
getting rid of bad habits. It's al~o my 
way of letting off steam and for Just a 
short while - forgetting about 
deadlines ." • 
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Regional Competitors Near 5,000 Terry Fancher 

A record number of players-4,846-
took part in regiona l compet itions April 
5-8 all across the country . The 10 
championship events drew almost 
2,000 players more than last year 's 
tournaments . Nine of the 10 events 
were supervised either by USAA state 
chairman or Board of Directors 
members . Central Regionals 
tournament director , Joe Wirkus in 
Madison , WI , echoed the fee lings of 
many of the other tournament hosts . 
"The real attraction of these 
championships is that once a year all 
of the best players in the surrounding 
states play off to see who 's the best. " 
With so many tournaments available 
these days the players are more 
selective and look forward to the larger 
traditional events while bypassing the 
smaller ones ." 

Twenty winners, including the 
champion of the men and women's 
open, will receive round-trip coach 
airfare to the USAA National 
Champ ionships in honor of their 
victories . This will guarantee that the 
very best amateur players will have a 
chance at the national amateur title this 
summer in Tempe . 

Due to the ever increasing numbers in 
our 10 regionals I am considering 
expanding the total to cut down the 
amount of travel necessary, especially 
in the east where there seems to be an 
abundance of new tournament players 
and each new site could increase 
overall participation greatly . In a few 
short years the regionals have come to 
represent the next best thing for those 
who cannot attend the Nationals . 

60 JUNE 

Like regional winners all around the country these New England compet itors stood by for the camera 
at the end of matches Apr il 5-8 at the Lakewood Racquetba ll Club In Waterbury , CT. Bruce 
Christensen , left , and Bonnie Stoll, second from right, won the men 's and women 's Open titles, and 
Monique Parente and Rob McK inney were runn ersup . 

Because of the success of these 
tournaments the USAA had to create 
separate summer Junior Regional 
Championships to be held in July. In a 
short time these tournaments - just 
like the adult events - will become 
traditional and highly competitive and 
allow the 50 winners in each of the five 
junior age groups to receive airfare to 
the National Juniors and have a 
chance to be awarded scholarships to 
college . Undoubtedly many future men 
and women professiona ls will emerge, 
maybe even another Marty Hogan . 

Our thanks as usual go to our ever 
present sponsors Seamco and Leach 
for co-sponsor ing our regionals by 
purchasing the souvenir shirts and 
again to Seamco for the 300 dozen 
racquetba lls. To all of our regional host 
facilit ies and tournament directors, our 
sincere thanks . 



Keenan and 
Bertoluc ,ci Conduct 
Referees Clinic 
USAA-Wisconsin State Chairman Bob 
Keenan and Dan Bertolucci of our staff 
held a referees ' question and answer 
session at the Central Regionals. A 
crowd of 100 quizzed these two highly 
experienced officials on the numerous 
subtleties of calling a match. According 
to Keenan, "the new rule of having the 
winners referee the next match has 
brought a new awareness of the rules; 
it also has taken a tremendous burden 
off of the floor manager ." 

Some common misconceptions of 
rules concerning USAA tournaments 
include some often overlooked facts : 
• There are five minutes between all 
games 
• The first two games are played to 21, 
the tie-breaker is played to 11 , with only 
two time outs 
• Each player is allowed 1 0 seconds 
after the score is called to put the ball in 
play ; the receiver must raise his 
racquet immediately to signal he is not 
ready to play. 
• The score is called as the server 
enters the service box . 
• Contact on the follow through of the 
swing does not automatically mean 
there was a hinder. 
• Foot faults should be called by the 
referee during the serve when they 
occur . 

"The Minn esota Society For The 
Prevention of Blindness has 
become concerned with the 
increased number of eye 
injuries" (in racquetball) says 
John Rowe , program director , 
"and recommends that all 
players wear some type of eye 
prot ec tion . In case of any injury a 
doctor should be consulted ." 

USAA State Affiliates 
Alabama 
Jerry O'Neal 
2117 Magnolia Ave. 
B1rm1ngham 35205 
205-326-0036 

Alaska 
Kevin Oelaney/Pres 
Beno PaolinVV. Pres. 
SRA 1304-J 
Anchorage 99502 
907-344-0541 

Arizona 
Chuck Hallock 
Marc 's Backwall 
P.O Box 275 
Tempe 85281 
602-967-0001 

John Marsh 
Phoenix/Metro Chairman 
(Central) 
602-247 -2041 

Casey Blin 
Tucson/Metro Chairman 
(Southam) 
602-626-6239 

Ari<ansas 
James Bixler 
1205 Caddo Apt. N9 
Ar1<adelphla 71923 
501-246-9864 

California 
Jerry Monell 
2767 Ocean Front Wal k 
S. Mission Beach 92109 
714-275-3344 

Colo rado 
John Mooney 
3455 David Circle 
Colorado Springs 80907 
303-597-7775 

Connecticut 
Jack Frum 
Lakewood Racquetball 
666 Lakewood Rd. 
Waterbury 06704 
203 -755-6699 

Delaware 
Eric Faddis 
75 East Main St. 
Box 174 
Newark 19711 
302 -366-1868 

Florida 
Jim Adk ins 
The Racquetba ll 
5165 Adanson St. 
Orlando 32804 
305-645-3999 

Georgia 
Wayne Vincent 
1677 Hillside St. 
Mariana 30032 
404 -971-5441 

Hawaii 
Jane Goodsil l 
Central YMCA 
401 Atk inson Dr. 
Honolulu 96814 
808 -94 1-3344 

Idaho 
Dirk Burgard 
130 N. Placer 
Idaho Falls 83401 
208 -523-0600 

Illinois 
Tom Street, 
Alan Shatzer 
570 East Higgins Rd. 
Elk Grove Village 60007 
312-439-3030 

Indiana 
Jim Stevens 
7590 Harcourt Rd. 
Indianapolis 46260 
317-297-4623 

Iowa 
Greg Steger 
(Co-Chairman) 
2526 Nevada 
Davenport 52804 
319-386-6310 
Nick Palen 
(Co-Chairman) 
3352 Fodlhill Dr . 
Dubuque 52001 
319-556-7007 

Kansas 
Rick Newcomer 
11301 W. 881h St 
Over land Parl< 66214 
913 -888-9247 

Kentucky 
David Fle,schaker 
628 Fincastle Bldg. 
Louisville 40202 
502-585-5369 

Louisiana 
Larry Bobbitt 
117 Doucet Rd. 
Lafayette 70503 
318-984 -7256 

Maine 
Kevin York 
1375 Forest Ave . G-5 
Portland 04101 
207-797-9168 

Massachusetts 
Jim McConchie 
RB International 
12 "A" Street 
Burlington 01803 
617-273-1025 

Mich igan 
Dennis Wood 
2808 S. Oeerfield 
Lansing 4891 O 
517-882 -8789 

Minnesota 
Robert M. Adam 
Diamond Intl. Corp . 
7600 ParkJawn Ave . 
Suite 228 
Edina 55435 
6 12-835-65 15 

Mississippi 
Chuck Miner 
2625 Courthouse Circle 
Jack son 39208 
601-932-4800 

Missouri 
Ron York 
1012 W. 104th St. 
Kansas City 60114 
816 -942-6436 

Montana 
Russ Miller 
Shepherd 59070 
406 -373-6390 

NebrHka/South Dakota 
Dick Kincade 
Chuck Erickson 
222 N. 44th Street 
Lincoln 68503 
402-475-5686 

Nevada 
Dan Seaton 
3727 Centennial Circle 
Las Vegas 89120 
702-451-5952 

New Hampshire 
Robert Blier 
P.O. Box 333 
Manchester 03105 
603-627-2254 

New Jersey 
Doug Clari< 
23 Holmes Lane 
Marllon 08053 
609-983 -4812 

New Mexico 
Gary Mazaroff 
2622 San Mateo NE 
Albuquerque 8711 O 
505-292-2411 

New Yori< 
(Mid-Hudson) 
Tom Flannery 
3A Alpine Dr. 
Wapp ingers Falls 12590 
914-297 -5010 

New Yori< 
(Upstate Assn.) 
Doug Reighley 
33 South Ave. 
Brockport 14420 
716-637-2288 

North Carolina 
Bob Baxter 
800 Purdue St. 
Raleigh 27609 
919 -876-5674 

South Carolina 
Charlie White 
APA Clemson Univ. 
Clemson 29631 
803-656-2477 

North Dakota 
Kathy Schwartz 
YMCA 400 1st Ave . South 
Fargo 58103 
701-293-9622 

Ohio 
Ron Akins 
2500 Hollyview, N.E. 
North Canton 44721 
216-492-7210 

Oklahoma 
David Rippetoe 
5221 N. Dewey 
Oklahoma City 73118 
405-528-2917 

Oregon 
Reed Filkin 
251 O Oakmont Way 
Eugene 97401 
503-687 -2811 

Penn sylvania 
Jim Pruitt 
Center City Sports Club 
1818 Marl<et St. 
Philadelphia 19103 
215-963-0963 

Rhode laland 
Jerry Melaragno 
15 Reva Street 
N. Providence 02911 
401-274-4900 #569 

Tanne■-
Lyle Adams 
SOSO Poplar 
Suite #303 
Memphis 3815 7 
901-761 -2214 

Texas 
Dewey Strickland 
201 Vanderpool 
Houston 77024 
713-467-1558 

Utah 
Morgan Sayas 
944 E. Third St. 
Salt Lake City 84102 
808-52 1-8042 

Vermont 
Mike Gamache 
P.O. Box 2018 
So. Burlingto n 05401 
802-863-6105 

Virginia 
Ed Remen 
P.O. Box 218 
Sterling 22170 
703·4.30-0666 

Wa■hlngton 
Douglas A . Wilson 
5817 57 Ave ., N.E. 
Seattle 98105 
206-524-3037 

West Virginia 
Dave Taylor 
Rec. -
Intramural Sports Off . 
Stansbury Hall, -
w.v.u. 
Morgantown 26506 
304-293-5221 

Wisconsin 
Bob Kee nan 
P.O . Box 203 
Wales 53183 
414-968 -2254 

Wyoming 
Dan Sell 
Kourt House 
1108 McConnell 
Laramie 82070 
307-742-8136 

Canada 
Canad ian Racquetball 
Assoc . 
333 River Rd. 
Vanier City , Ontario 
K1L 899 
613-745-1247 
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Upcoming Events 
June 15-17 
Flowe r Festival Racquetball Open ; Lompoc 
Courthouse, Lompoc, CA; for information 
contact Courthouse Opera lions Office . 3760 E 
Telegraph Ad., Ventura , CA 93003 , 
805 -644-2237 

June 29-July 1 
San Luis Ob ispo lnvi talio nal, San Luis Obispo , 
CA ; contact Courthouse Operat ions Ottice 

July 13-15 
Cam arillo Open, Camarillo, CA; contact 
Courthouse Operations 

July 13-15 
Annual Sunflower Open , Tope ka (KS) YMCA ; 
Tournament Director Tom Holmquist, YMCA, 
421 Van Buren , Topeka , KS 66603 , 
913 -345-8591 

Through July 15 
Qualify ing compe titions at NCCA member clubs 
for chance to play in the 1979 National Cou rt 
Clubs Amateur Racquetball Championships 
August 17-20 in Southfield, Ml 

July 18-20 
Klondike Canadian Open ; for information contact 
Edmonton Racquetball Associat ion, 3135 74 St., 
Edmonton ; Alberta, Canada , T6K 1J7 

July 26-29 
Conejo Valley Open , Westlake Courthou se, 
Westlak e Village , CA; for information contact 
Courthouse Operations Office , Ventur a 
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If you are investing 
in racquetball, your 
management company 
should be 
Racquet Times 
We match your investment comm itment w ith a convincing 
record of successful court club management , nationw ide .· 
Inquire about us . Inquire o f us . We 'll answer you r quest ions 
fully and cand idly . To the serious investor in this sports- industry 
we will supply refer ences from other 
owner / investors , from financial inst itut ions, 
and such specia lized sources as the 
situation requires . Ours is a 
management firm with a soli d, 
successful record . If you are 
pla nni ng to buy or build , 
call us . 

Recreational Management Nationwide 

Kenneth Andrew, President 
Post Office Box 809 Dept. NA 
Stillwater, OK 74074 
405/372-8655 

ft 

·Racquet Time clubs in; Montclair, Ca.; Fresno, Visalia, Ca.; Oklahoma City; Monroeville, Pa.; Tucson, Ariz.; 
Gladstone, Mo.; St. Louis (2), and under construction in El Cajon, Ca. 



GET 
INSIDE TENNIS 
... for less than 

35¢ a week 
All the news - and all the color -
of the wonderful world of tennis 
can be yours every week of the 
year for less than 35<t. Fo llow 
tournaments and every important 
player in the one and oldest -
Tennis Week. Read the piercing 
comments of Gene Scott, the voice 
of tennis , and many others. Have 
all the news of the tennis scene 
right at your finger -tips each and 
every week while it is still hot 
news. Subscribe now - before the 
big tournaments. Knew tennis 
action before it happens . 

~rannl!L, 
we~ 

The only full sen ,ice 
tennis weekly in the world. 

Trial subscription for a limited 
time only $ I 0. for 30 weeks 
SEND NO MONEY NOW 
Sign and mail the coupon today! 
offer expire~ Augu st JI. 1979 r------------------, 
TENNIS WEEK 
120 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 100 22 

Please se nd me 30 week of 
TENNIS WEEK for $ 10.00 

Name _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ 

Street __ _ _______ _ 

City __ ______ _ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

State ______ Zip ____ : 
L- 34H1s90 __ __ ____ ____ .J 

June 30 Deadline 
for Most Improved 
Player Candidates 

National Racquetball 's first annual 
Most Improved Player of the Year 
contest will be open for entries in June, 
with June 30 set as the deadline. 

The contest , aimed at recognizing the 
amateur player whose name might not 
always make headlines in tournament 
results , will honor the men , women and 
juniors who have made the mos t 
exce ptional progress while playing 
racquetball from June, 1978 , to June, 
1979 . 

One winner will be announced for each 
state in which a player qualifies for the 
award . (If 50 states come up with 
qualified candida tes, we 'll have 50 
winners, but National Racquetball will 
make the awards only in those states 
where there's a player whose progress 
has been outstanding .) 

Winners, whose stor ies and photos will 
highlight a fall issue of National 
Racquetball , w ill rece ive lifetime 
memberships in the United States 
Racquetball Association (including a 
subscr iption to National Racquetball) 
and a variety of other prizes. USRA 
staff membe rs will select winners with 
the he lp of USRA state chairmen. 

We 'll be looking for your entry! 

Entry for National 
Racquetball's Most 
Im proved Player Contest 

Name 

Add ress ___ ________ _ 
number slreel 

Sla le ,,p 

Phone __ _ __ - - - -

Age _ __ _ D Male D Female 

Wh ere do you play? _ _ _ _ _ _ 

-- -- --- -- - --

When did you start playing? _____ __ _ 
List evidence that indicate s your improvemen t 

1. 

b_ ________ _ 

3. 

4 , - - ----- - -
5. 
Please enclose all supporting evide nce (label 
each piece with your name ) including score 
cards, draw sheets and letters of 
recommendation from pros or other instructors . 
Name of person subm itting the entry if not the 
contes tant. 

Name ______ _ 

Address __ _ --- - ----

Phone 
Please mai l to Terry Fancher , USAA. 
4101 Dempster St., Skokie. IL 60076 
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Devoe didn't guess at how to light 
a r3a1uetball oourt ._ . . 

We built our own court to study the problems. Our 
solution is not one but four 
different systems and one of 
them is the best for your club . 

■ Fluore scent 

■ Metal Halide 

■ Mercury Vapor 

■ High Pressure Sodium 
All 1ixtures are U.L. 

7 
k~--- ·-----and C.5 .A. approved 

To find out more about Devoe lighting systems 

DEVOE SYSTEMS 
800 Eastern Avenue 
Carlstadt , New Jersey 07072 
(201) 935-2300 

" We have the experience" 

The fastest 
growing business internationally 

Before you invest hundreds of thou sands of dollars in the very viable Racquetball Court 
Club business do the necessary HOMEWORK that wi ll elim inate costly mistakes . Our 
Court Club development seminars cover : financial packag ing , construction and design , 
operations , promotions , how to determine the best facility for a given market , sales 

• • • 

campaign - all aspects necessary for the successful club. 

Phoenix - June 15-16 Court Club Development 
Sunburst Hotel, Scottsdale (during national racquetball 
championsh ips) 

Chicago - July 13-14 Court Club Development 
North Shore Hilton, Skokie, Illinois . 

San Diego - July 27-28 - Court Club Devefopment 
Mission Valley Inn . 
$150 per person , $100 additional attendees from same group . 

make checks payable to : 

COURT CLUB ENTERPRISES 
8303 E. Thomas, Scotssdale, Arizona 85251 

Further details : Mort Leve, Executive Director - (602) 991 -0253 

---------------------------------------------------------Please reserve: ( ) place(s) for the Phoenix Court Development -( ) place (s) for the Chicago Court 
Development-( ) place (s) for the San Diego Court Development 

Name ---- -- ---- CLUB __________ _ 

Address ----- - ----------- ----- -

City _ _______ State ____ Zip ____ _ 

Now available-Needed "Tools ' ' 
New Seminar Report Booklet - S10 D 

40-Mlnute Tape Cassette-Feasibility of Court Club - S10 D 

Tournament Results 

Please send tournaments results (and 
clear black and white action photos) to 
Terry Fancher, USAA, 4101 Dempster 
St., Skokie, IL, 60076. Type your results 
double spaced using the form you sea on 
these pages. Use first and last names the 
first time you write about a player (in 
doubles matches, too) and last names 
only when you mention the player again. 
Allow two months or more for your 
tournament writeup to appear hara. 

Kansas 
Steve Ray defeat ed Roger Glick 21 -12, 20-21, 
11-8 to win the Open at the first annual Mark 
Goldstein Memorial Racque tball Tournament 
March 30 - April 1 at the Me adowb rook 
Racquetbal l C lub in Pra irie Village . The 
tournament raised $1,000 for the Hyma n Brand 
Hebrew Ac ademy . 

In the Men 's B Bob Kn igh ton won over Pete 
Amatu lli 21-4, 21 -15; and Richard Hines wa s the 
Men 's C winner , beating Frank Hoov er 21 -6, 
21-10. Novice w inners were Rich We 1xeldorfer 
for the Men with a 20 -21 , 21-19 , 11-1 win over 
Rich West and Karen Br0 vn for the women . 

New York 
Doubles 
The 1979 JCC Open Double s Racquetball 
Tournament Feb . 5-11 at the Syracuse JCC had 
14 teams competing for honors . Syracuse area 
clubhouse pros, Jim Dollinge r and Bruce C lark, 
were winners . 

Results 
Quarter-final s: Len Gerber /Me, Besd,n d Sieve Share/Al Share 
21-15 , 21- 10; Ray Stein/Mike Jan•ak d. Preslon Prue/Pele Tonzi 
2-2 1, 21-1 o, 11-1 0; Vic Katz/Mel Vo linsky d. J,m Rougeu x/Gary 
Roby 21- 17. 2 1-16; J,m Dollinger/ Bruce Clark d. Neil Schlos s/Hal 
K1der 21· 18, 21·4 
Semi-finals: Slein/Jan lak d Gerbe r/Besd,n 20-2 t , 2 t • t 9 , 1 t •9 , 
B. Clark/Doll inger d. Kalz/Vo hnsky 2 t ·20 , 2 1-19 

Consolallons : Katz/Volinsky d. Gerber /Besdin 6-2 t , 21 ·8, 1 t ·8 

Finals : Dollinge r/Clari< d. Stein/Janiak 2 t ·8, 2 1•7 

Singles 
Twenty-eight men competed in the 1979 
Syracuse Jewi sh Commu nity Open Singles 
Racquetball Tournament March 5- 12, at the 
Syracu se Jew ish Commun ity Cent er . New York 
State Champ, Jim Dollinger, defea ted last years 
Open Champ ion, Preston Prue, for top hono rs. 

Results 
Quarter-finals: Pres lon Prue d. Ray Slein 2 1•7, 21·8 , Bruce 
Clari< d. Bill Galvin 2 1•15, 21-9; J im Dollinger d. Clyde Munroe 
21-11 , 14-2 1. 11 ·6 : Len Gerber d . Mike Janiak 2 1- 17, 20·2 1, 
11-7. 
Seml-tlnala : Prue d Clarke 21•17, 2 1- 15: Dol i nge r d Gerber 
20-21. 21-9, 11-3 

Consolations : Clari< d . Gerber 2 1·9, 21-16 



New York 
Toronto's Manny Gregorio captured the Men's 
Open title at the USAA New York State Open 
Championships at the Westvale Clubhouse Jan . 
26-28 before a capacity crowd . The g!fted 
Canadian swept his way into the finals and 
out-shot fellow countryman , Ross Harvey, by the 
score of 21-9 and 21-14. 

Kathy Witzig upset top seeded Donna Meager in 
the Women's Open 21-11 and 21-14, in an 
exciting tournament that saw 216 entries 
compete in nine divisions . Matches were held at 
the new Westvale and DeWitt Clubhouses (also 
the sites of the Northeastern Regionals) . 
Tournament Director Carl Laws and Up State 
USAA President Doug Reighley ran the even t. 

In the Men 's Open competition was fierce 
commenc ing wi th the quarter -finals . Three of the 
four contests went to the tie-breaker , and the 
greatest margi n of victory was a mere three 
points . The match betw een third seeded John 
Moshides and the sixth seeded Charl ie "The 
Gar" Garfinkel was a real crowd pleaser . The 
"Gar" overcame a 6-1 o deficit to win the tie 
breaker from the scrappy Mos hides 11-10 . Sharp 
shooting Ross Harvey and the talented young 
Mike Levine battle d for two hours , w ith Ross 
finally taking the match in the tie-breake r 11-9. 
This vaulted Ross into the semi-finals against the 
tough veteran Garfinkel, who was celebrating his 
40th birthday . But the "present" Charlie receive d 
from Ross was a hard fought defeat , 11-5 in the 
third game. 

In the top half of the bracket Jim Winterton 
controlled the tempo of the third game to defeat 
Canadian Brian Valen, whi le Gregorio defeated 
the smooth hitting local favorite, J im Dollinger, in 
two games . The Gregor io-Winterton match-up 
had Manny coming out shooting strong, and 
taking the first game easily . The powerful 
Winterton changed his tact ics in the second 
game only to come up short 21-17. 

In the finals the play of Manny was noth ing short 
of spectacular, combining brilliant shotmaking 
and blazing speed to offset the power of Ross, 
who played a very strong tournament. 

In the Women's Open Donna Meager was 
cruising along as usual, until she ran into a hot 
Kathy Witzig in the main event. Donn a had won 
the State title for two years runn ing, and it looked 
as though she had thing s well under control in 
Syracuse . But Kathy, who had to fight her way 
through her semi -final match, got to every1hing 
Donna left up, and came away with the upset 
victory. 

In the Men 's B Eric Hardy, seeded second , 
fought his way through a tough tie-breake r to 
meet Jim Brown, who also finished strong in his 
semi-final tie-bre aker. Eric climbed back and 
took the first game after trailing 16-20. The 
second game (21- 7) wa s all his for the title in this 
division . 

In the Women' s B draw Denise Powers won a 
tense tie-breake r to become the only player from 
Syracuse to reach a final round. Canada 's 
13-year-old rising star , Donna Allen , a member of 
her nation's provincial team, proved to be too 
strong for Denise , and won the finals easi ly. 

Results 
Men 's Open 

Quart er -finals : W1nlortond . Yahn 9-21 , 21-17. 11·8: Gregorio d. 
Dollinge r 21 ·15. 21-12: Garlinke ld . Moshldos 21-18. 9·21. 11-10 . 
Hatvey d. Levine 2 1-13, 17•21. 11-9 

Semi-finals : Gregorio d. Win1or1on 21-9, 21•17 ; Harvey d. 
Gar1inkel 19-2 1. 21-12 . 11·5 

Fina ls: Grego rio d Harvey 21 ·9. 21 • 14 Th ird Place : Garl1nkel d 
Winlerton 21- 17, 21-11 Con solation : Shaptro 

Wo men 's Open 

Ouart er-llnal s: W11zig d. M1ldenborg 21-8, 21-12 ; Cornwa ll d. 
Rood 21-19 . 21-12, Gran! d. Navo 21· 11, 21-10: Meager d. Glen 
2 1- 10, 2 1-9 

Seml-llnals : Meager d. Gran, 21-1 . 21·5: W11zig a. Cornwall 
16-21 , 21-15 , 11-0 

Finals : W11Zig d. Meage r 2 1- 11, 21-14 Third : Cornwall 

Men·• B 

Ouarter - llnals: Pyle d Cavavaugh 21- 19. 21-2; Brownd Fusari 
2 1- 15, 21-2; Green d Prue 21-17. 21- 15; Hardy d. Sbroga 21-6, 
16-2 1. 11·6 

Seml-llna ls: Brownd . Pyle 15-21 , 21-18 . 11-6. Hardyd . Groene 
21-8, 21- 19 
Finals : Hardy d Brown 21-20 , 2 1- 17 Third : Greene 

Women 's B 

Ouarter-ll nals : Cap lan d. Thowd1s 21-8 , 2 1- 10; Allon d. Miller 
2 1-10, 21-10 : Lozie r d. Derlolh 21·3 , 2 1-20 : Powers d. Hetfem 
21· 13, 2 1-13 
Seml-llnals : A llen d. Caplan 2 1 · 12. 21 ·6. Powers d. Lozier 
20-2 , . 21-18 . 11-10 

Finals : Allon o. Powers 2 1-7, 21-6 Thir d: Loz ier 

Men 's C 

Ouorter -llna ls: Forguson d Coo~ 21· 18, 21-18, Wagner d. 
Ronz1(lorl011); Lowis d. Clan larano2 1- 11. 9-21 . 11-9; Oellerbad . 
Grilfilhs 21- 18. 17-2 1, 11-7 

Semi -fin als : Wagnord . Forguson 2 1-12. 2 1-6; Dellerba d. Lewis 
9-21 , 2 1-9, 11-4 

Fina ls : Dellerb a d. Wagnor 10-21. 21- 17, 11· 1 Thi rd: Lew,s d. 
Fergu son 21- 14. 21· 15 

Women 's C 

Ouarter - llnals : Cooperd . Oermou 15·2 1, 21·2. 11-6; Hunld . lies 
2 1- 13, 21-1 1; Surdamd . Crenshaw21 -7, 2 1-16; Robeyd . Hume z 
21-8. 2 1-12 

Seml -llnals: Cooper d. Hunl 21•7. 2 1-1: Surdam d. Robey 21·2 , 
21- 10 

Fina ls: Surdam d. Cooper 21-19, 18-21. 11·5 Th ir d : Hunl 

Men"s Doubles 
Quartor -llnal s: GrogorK>/Hatvey d Sbraga/Acko rman 21-11, 
21-10 ; RussolVShapiro d. Dollinger/Dollinger 2 1-12, 2 1-13. 
Valin/D ickerson d. Hardy/Babuka 2 1-8, 21- 11, Mosh1desfTyree 
d Dziura/Malhor 2 1-12. 21- 13 

Seml-llnals : Grogo no/Hatvoy d. RussolVShaplro 21·5, 21-B; 
Valin/D ickerson d. MoshidosfTyreo 21•17, 2 1- 10 

Finals : Valin/Dickerson d Gregor io/Harvey 21•14, 21- 17 

Women' s Doubl es 

Sem l-llnols : Allon/Caplan d. Cornw alVMoager (lorleil) : 
GranVMillor d Dorlo lh/Powers 

Finals : Allen/Caplan d. GranVMiller 2 1· 13, 2 1- 19 

Men"s Senior s 
Quartor-llnal s: Neume ier d. Monroe 21-10 . 2 1· 10; Shapiro d. 
Ackerman 21- 14, 16·21 , 11-6; Slanged Mrlliman 2 1-7, 21-5; 
Lolempio d. Sabo 21-13 . 2 1- 19 

Soml -ll nals : Neumeie r d. Shapiro 21-5, 2 1-13: SIange d. 
Lolemp lo 21·6, 2 1·6 
Flnols : Slange d Neume ier 2 1-9. 21 ·5 Third : Lo1empio 

Men·s Masters 
Ouarte r-llnol s : Pollettn d . Dollinger 2 1- 12. 2 1-12; $pollen d. 
Mrlliman 21·4, 21•4. Monroe d. Bosdin 21-3, 21- 17; King d. 
Keroa ck 21 · 15, 2 1-20 

Soml -llnals : Pollell a d. Spollon 21-17. 21- 11: King d. Monroe 

Final s : King d. Polle ll o 2 1-18, 2 1-13 Third : $ pollen d. Monico 
21·4 , 2 1-14 

Corr esp ond en l s : Dexier Boals & Jim Rougo ux 

Pennsylvania 
The King of Prussia Racquetball Club in King of 
Prussia hosted the first Annual Philadelphia 
Racquetball Championships March 30 - April 1. 
The event, which drew 280 players, was 
co-sponsored by the American Heart 
Assoc iation, Gino's Restaurants and Spalding, 
Inc. In the finals Craig Guinter defeated Tom 
Ranker. Bob Ellis defeated Tom Whipple for third 
place . 

Other Results 
Men's A: Sieve Ginsburg d. Ira Miller 

Men's B: Nick Elia d. Dave Crocker 

Men'a C: Bob Baushor d. Jim Miele 

Open Doubles : Dave Crocker/J im Young d . Sieve Frend a/Oon 
Holler 

Women 's A: Elaine Lee d. Lee Kennedy 

Open Doublea : O'Brien/ Kennedy d LatinVFishl 

Oklahoma 
The Oklahom a State Singles Championships 
took place March 9-11 at OK Racquet Club in 
Oklahoma City. with 170 entrants giving it their 
best. Ford Distributing Company of Midwest City 
furnished the trophies and Coors Light for the 
players . The Men's Open semi-finals match 
between Kevin Chambless and Ken Smith, 
proved to be the most thrilling match of the 
tourna ment, as the two players sacrificed their 
bodies for fantastic gets and winners . Chambles 
beat Jerry Linton in the finals and Beth Bunker 
beat her sister Betsy in the Women 's Open finals . 

-Jean Lance 

Results 
Men's Open 

1 s1-Kov ln Chambless, 2nd -Jorry L1nIon . 3rd - Gary Hinkle. 
4Ih - Ken Sm1!h Firsl Place Consolat ion - J.B. Smilh 

Men 's B 

1s1- Phil Mancko, 2nd-Mack Robbins. 3rd - Michael Paulk, 
41h - Tom Noms Firs! Place Consolelio n - Bob Kelso 

Men 's C 
1 sl - Lynn Johnson , 2na - Kirk Wobs1er. 3rd - BIii Mart,n, 41h 
- Ron McClure Firs, Place Consolalion - Sieve Searcy 

Men '• D 

1 s1 - Grog Davis, 2nd - David Schwaru. 3rd - Mark Hollman. 
4Ih - Eric Torres Flrs1 Pince Consolation - Me l Powell 

Women 's Open 

1 sl- Belh Bunker, 2nd - Belsy Bunker, 3rd - Gail Tu rney. 4th 
- Ingrid Ktrl<land Firsl Placo Consolalion - Cindy Ovors lako 

Women 's C 

I sl - Carol Goddard . 2nd - Belly Kennon Firsl Place 
Con solation - Melinda Allen 

Women's D 
1s1 - Chanda Robinson. 2nd - Judy Hadley , 3rd - Susan 
Kennedy . 4Ih - Robin Koone Firsl Ploco Conso lalio n - l.Jnda 
Deloach 

Juniors 

1 sl - Wade McPhe rson. 2nd - David A1olla. 3rd - Joe 
An1hony , 41h - Tom Blalock Firsl Pince Consolalion - Matt 
Monlhavon 

Masters 

1 sI - V Z LawIon. 2nd - Dave Hessell . 3rd - Kon Denney , 4Ih 
- Ken Burl Firsl Pineo Consola l ion - Don Copeland 

Seniors 
1 sl - Jim Mc Pherson. 2nd - John Trick ell . 3rd - Doug A1cneI0. 
4Ih - Ray Torros F11sI Pineo Conso la110n - Miko Lehr 
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South Carolina 
Phil Chand ler and Caroline Brown emerged as 
men 's and women's champions in the South 
Carolina Racquetball State Singles 
Championships Feb. 9-11 at the Courthouse in 
Columbia . Charlie White, tournament director, 
worked with Committee Members Jim Jarrett, 
Cheryl Jarrett , Ann Watson, Bill Wirthlin, Wanda 
Wirthlin , Judith Wh ite, Ken Lester and Nell 
Lester. 

New state champ ions were determined in all 
divis ions . Two time Women 's Open Champion 
Cheryl Jarrett was defeated in the finals by a new 
player to South Caro lina, Caro line Brown . The 
Men's Open was up for grabs since the departure 
from the state of the 1978 champion . Excellent 
play occurred in several even matches from the 
quarter-finals to the finals , and eventual winner 
Phil Chandle r demonstrated excellent emotiona l 
control to go with a good all around game to win 
the champ ionship . In doing so he had to defeat 
three time state champion , Charlie White , in 
three game s: last year's runner-up , Ken 
Kearney, in two. and his doubles partner Larry 
Gammons , again in three games . 

John Webster failed to win the Masters for the 
first time , displaying great courage by playing 
with a three-month -old arm injury . John , a right 
hande r, made it to the semi-finals play ing 
lefthanded ; he switched back and fourth during 
play, but found the going too tough aga inst a 
qu ick Ron Sega l. Segal defeated Phil Walpole in 
the finals . 
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Hayward Thomp son , play ing in the Senior 
divi sion for the first yea r, domin ated that divis ion 
throughout the wee kend ; Bob Alfo rd, played very 
well to take second place . 

Men 's B was dominated by Clemson University 
student s: each was unknown going into the 
tournament and came from unseeded positions 
to meet in the finals; Saeed Khan , a great racquet 
player in squash and tennis edged 
up-and -com ing Richard Quinn in three diffi cult 
games . 

The Vickery sisters of Pickens played exce llent 
ball in the Women 's Band met in the fina ls; they 
played out of Mars Hill College in N.C .. Susan 
defended sister Sarah . Clemson Univers ity 
student Betsy Clausen , another new playe r to 
state compet ition , fin ished a strong third . 

Results 
Men 's Open 

Quarters : Ken Kearney d . Jett Mc Neal 21-20, 20 ·2 1, 11·5 , Phil 
Chandlerd . Char lie White 12·21 , 21· 16, 11·3 : u,rry Gammons d 
Hayward Thompson 2 1-17, 21-16 , Randy Tillery d. Larry Shire 
2 1- 13, 21•5 

Sem is: Chandler d . Kearney 21-17 , 21·20, Gammons d Tillery 
18·2 1 21·3 , 11- 10 

Final s: Chand ler d. Ga mmons 14-2 1, 21-13 , 11 •7: 3rd Tillery d 
Kearney 

Women 's Open 

Semi s: Cheryl Jarrell d . Susan V,ckery 17·21, 21·9, 11-1: 
Caro line Brownd . Betsy Clau sen 21·3, 21·6 

Final s: Brownd Jarren 21 · 12, 20·2 1, 11·3: 3rd Vickery d . 
Clausen 

Senio r Men 

Sem is: Hayward Tho mpson d . Howard Pickrel 21·6 , 21·6 , Bob 
Alford d Ge rald G11lhn 21 ·9 , 21 •I I 

Finals : Thompson d Alfo rd 21-12 , 21-20 . 3rd P,ckrel d. Gr,ll1n 
(default) 

Senior Wom en 

Fina ls : Nell Lester d Anna Close 21•7. 21-1 I 

Masters 

Semis: Rona ld Segal d John Web ster 21-1 I , 21 -16; Phil 
Walpo le d Oav1d Wardlaw 21-5 , 21·16 

Fina ls : Segal d Walpo le 21-10 , 21·12 , 3rd We bster d Wa rdlaw 

Men 's B 

S•m ls : Richard Ouonn d Phi l Lenlant 21-19 , 21 • 13; Saeed Khan 
d . Danny Watson 21·16 . 21·2 0 

Fina ls : Khand . Ouonn 21-14. 17-2 1, 11·3 , 3rd Watsond . Lenlant 

Women 's 8 

Sem is: Susan V1ckeryd , Clausen 21-17 , 21-10 ; Sarah v ,ckeryd. 
Palnce Cunningham 21•7. 21-13 

Finals : Susan V,Ckery d Sarah Vickery 21·14 , 21-1 O; 3rd 
Clausen o. Cunningham 

Men's C 
Sem is: Jim Hamby d Paul Sereg 21 - 14, 21 5 , James Ward d. 
Larry Simon 2 1-15, 21-11 

Fin als: Hamb y d . Wa rd 21 · 13, 14-2 1, 11•0, 3rd Sereg d. Simon 

Wome n' s C 

Semi s : Linda Masseyd Mary Fre eman 17·2 1. 21·16 , 11·9 , Mary 
Hughes d . Linda Vail 21-10 , 21 -9 

Final s: Hughes d Mas sey 21·9, 2 1- 11, 3rd Vallo . Freeman 

Jun ior Girl s 

Fina ls : Kros Lester d . K: Jarrell 21 •5, 21-1 

Jun ior Boy s 

Flnal s: ClayG111find B1IIHamm 11121· 11, 21 · 16,3rd Chros Burrell 
d Jett Wo lfson 
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Indiana 
Racquetball East celebrated its first anniversary 
Feb. 16-18 by sponsoring a three club Snowball 
Tournament. The sub-zero temperatures outside 
were in contrast to the hotly fought play of the 
participants . Ninety players from Racquetball 
East, West and South entered the tournament In 
live division s. 

Top seeded players Leo Cox, Howard May, Dick 
Frye, and John Flanagan won convincingly to 
compete in the semi-fina ls whe re Number One 
Cox defeated Number Three Frye 21-6, 21-9 and 
Number Four Flanagan overcame May 21-15, 
21-16 . In the finals the lightning-quick Cox 
bounced back from a slow start to defeat 
Flanagan 21-15, 21-16. Dick Frye finished third 
in the champ ionship division . 

In the Men's C, Kent Schnack overcame tough 
opposition from eventual consolation division 
winner, Steve Hartman ; top seed, Bill Lindner, 
and third seed, Dale Ankrom, to face unseeded 
left hander, Jim Klein, in the finale 8-21, 21-17, 
11-4. Klein likewise had to overcome tough 
opposition by defeating second seed, Ed Rankin, 
and fourth seed, Tom Butler . 

In the Men 's D Bill Benz surprised many by 
defeating Dave Jongleux in an early round and 
two others en route to a shoot out match with 
Mike Denson 15-21, 21-5, 11-1. Mike Swan won 
the Consolation division over Mark Entw istle . 

The Women 's Open and D divisions 
demonstrated that women 's play at the three 
clubs is on the upsurge. Top seeds Lori Fisher 
and Patia Horan each defeated lour opponents 
en route to a show down match . In the finale, 
Horan and Fisher played an intense three game 
match, Horan eventually winning 17-21, 21-4 , 
11-3. Becky Faith fin ished third in the division . 

The Women 's D division saw Ann Schneider and 
Cindy Bowen each overcome lour opponents en 
route to the final won by Schne ider. Jean Ankrom 
finished third In the div ision . 

West Virginia 
A total of 107 entries part icipated in the filth 
annual West Virginia State Racquetball 
Tournament March 17 and 18 at the Coliseum in 
Morgantown . 

Results 
Men's O1Mn 

Quarter •flnals : Rich Yobbagy d Tom Lovins . Jay Besson d . Paul 
Howen , Dave Al~e d. Kevin Becker . Dave Taylor d Brvce Tinker 

Semi-finals : Yobbagy d . Besson . Taylor d . Alhe 

Finals : Yobbagy d . Taylor Third Piece : Besson d . All,e 
Conaolatlon Final : Casey Brown d . Jack Boyles 

Men's B 

Qu arter-finals : Mike Pn1lhps d A lex Wilson . Vug1I Sma ltz d 
Pn1hp Hall , Paul Foose d Michael Tarbuck . Jack Boyles d Joe 
Pren11ss 

Semi-finals: Phlll ps d Smaltz , Boyles d Foose 

Final,: Boyles d Ph1lkps Third Piece : Smanz d Foose 
Conaolatlon Final: Paul O Neill d Okey Groves 

Senior• 

Ouarter-flnala : Chuck Nor1h d Maur,co P,o sse au. Tom Haden 
d Joe Prenl155, AW Sued . Dan Roegner. Tom Staley d . Maritn 
Hall 

Semi -fi nals : North d Haden . Sue d Slaley 

Fina la: North d. Sue Conaolatlon Final : Frank Whited . MIChael 
Pernng 

Novice 

Ouarter -finsls: Richard Worley d Bob McNeil , W1llam Manleyd 
Wi lham Barnes . Barry Meneghe lb d Robert Jafrate. Alan Frankel 
d W,lham Rutlle (de faun) 

Semi-finals: Man ley d Wor ley. Meneghelb d Frankel 

Flnala: Manley d. Meneghel l Third Piece: Worley d . Frankel 
Consolation Final : Joe Ohv,10 d Scon Mitchell 

Doubles 

Ouarter-flna la: BessoruAlhe d Foose 18ames, Lovms/Sprotzer 
d LewisfTinJ<er Bloc k/Brown d Lowe ,Oucon. W1lson/Becker d . 
Shara dmlHall 

Semi-finals: Besson/Al be d Lov,ns.-Sprotzer . W,lson !Becker d 
Block/Brown 

Finals : Besso n/Alho d W,tson1Becker 

Women 's B 

Ouarter•flnala : Carolyn Nelson d Pam F,onc,s (forle11). Karen 
Baker d Jamee 81llec1. Kns King d Lou Mouse11s. Jill Wiggins d 
J ill Nau 

S.ml -t lnala : Nelson d Baker . W1gg1ns d Kong 

Fina ls: Wiggins d Nelson Consolation Final: J111 Naud Jan,ce 
81llec1 
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In the Top of Texas Men's Open Consolation Tim 
Pace, left, beat Matt Powers. 

• 

Janie Rivas was Women's Open title holder at 
the Top of Texas tournament. 

68 JUNE 

Texas 
The fourth annual Top of Texas Tournament at 
the downtown YMCA in Amarillo Feb. 16-18 with 
Tournament Directors Dave Martel and Denis 
Jalbert drew the largest field of singles players in 
the history of the tournament. Defending 
Champion Dino Owens won the Men 's Open . 
Results 
Men's Open 

Quarte r-finals: Gary Hyan d. Oave Martel 11-21. 21-14 . 11·3 . 
Dino Owens d. David Brack 21 ·8. 21-9 ; Doug Day d. nm Pace 
21-7. 21-8 ; Terry Fleetwood d. Alan Pool 21·13 . 9·21 . 11-7 

Seml-final a: Owens d. Hyall 21-12. 21-9; Day d. Fleetwood 
21-13. 2 1-16 

Cons. finals: Paced . Man Powers 21-15 , 21-16 

Finals: Owens d. Day 21·6. 21-20 

Men's B 

Quarter-finals : Jan Hood d. Gayle Tro lrnger 21 · 19. 2 1 • 15, Sieve 
Patte rson d. Rusly Rousch 21-4 , 21-3; Humbert Garcia d. M,ke 
Russell 2 1-7, 2 1•5; John Davis d. Richard Jalbert 21-9. 21-9 

Seml-llnals : Pallerson d. Hood 21-12 . 20-21 . 11· 10, Garcia d. 
Davis 19-21. 2 1- 18, 11·1 

Cons . finals : J,m Greened. Lonnie Flake 21-17. 21· 16 

Finals : Panerson d. Garc ia 21- 19, 21-20 

Men ·• C 

Quarter -finals : Terry Mayfield d. Ted Sande rs 21-11. 21·5: 
Jame s Clements d. I.Jnda Schulle 21-11, 21-20 ; M,ke Welch d . 
Boyd Hulcherson 21-4, 21 ·8; Lew,s Trammell d . Rodney Gipson 
12-21, 21 -12. 11-10 
Semi -finals : Mayfield d. Clemenls 21-19 , 21 -9; Welch d 
Trammell 2 1- 18, 15·21 , 11-10 

Con s finals : Giovanni LaMasler d. Brad Wrlson 21- 11. 2 1-18 

Flna la: Mayfield 0. Welch 21·8. 21-20 

Men 's Novice 

Quarter •tlnals : Glenn Dallke d. David Harns 21· 1. 21· 1: J,m 
Jone s d. Joe Hurley21-16 , 21-19;Te(f}'Wesl0 . Marl< Gu,1118-21, 
21-15 . 11-4; David Haesle d. Harold Brolher s lor1e,1 

Seml - llnals : Jones d. Dallke 21-19 , 21-3; Haesle d. Wes! 21-5, 
21-5 
Cons . finals: Robert Mauldin d. Robert Smilh 21-9 . 21-7 

Flnols : Haesle d. Jones 19-21 , 21- 11. 11-10 

Men 's Seniors 

Quarter-llnal s: Wayne Bar1ield d. Don Day 21·0, 21•0 ; Tom 
L,ndsey d. George King 21-14 . 21-4; George Smith d. Richard 
Sm11h lorl811; Denos Jalbert d . Nicolas Palacios 21-3 . 21-2 

Seml-llna ls: Bar11eld d. Lindsey 21-13 , 21- 19; Jalbert d G Smilh 
21-9 , 21- 16 

Cons . final a: King d Palacios 2 1·1, 21·2 

Finals : Bar1reld d. Jalbert 21-12. 21- 16 

Women 's Open 
Quarter-llnals : Janie Rivas bye ; Doris Reed d. Elaine Wal son 
21- 19, 21-5. Marlene Brandl d. Mary Lou Armslrong 2 1- 18. 
21- 18, Sheree Clemenls 0. Marilyn Tro llrnger 21• 15. 2 1-9 

Semi-finals: Rrvas 0. Reed 21-17 . 21· 15, Clements d. Brandl 
2 1-10, 19-21, 11-7 

Con a. llnals : Armslrong d. Walson 21-15. 16-2 1. 11·9 

Flnala: Rivas d. Clemenls 21-16 , 16-21, 11-0 

Women 's B 

Ouarter-llnals : Marilyn Trolfonger d. Melody Owens 21-6, 21 -1, 
Tom, Parr d . Mary Owens 21-4, 21- 14; Brenda Frazier 0. Jo 
Robert s 21-0. 21-1 , Carrie Riddlespurger d. Candy Smilh 2 1· 1. 
21-14 

Semi-finals : Trollinger 0. Parr 21- 11. 21-8 ; Riddlespurger d . 
Frazier 21- 13, 18-21. 11-8 
Con1 . finals: Smilh d. Melody Owens 21-1, 21-4 

Flnala: R1ddlespurger d. Tro linger 19-21 . 21 ·9, 11·0 

Nebraska 
Sports Courts of Omaha held the First Annual 
Coors Light Open Jan. 26 -28 with over 200 
entries and a total of 407 matches in the 
guaranteed three play format. Tournament 
Director Tom Schuessler was assisted by Coors 
Manager Glenn Eaton . 

Results 
Men's Open - 1 s1 Tony Upke s. 2nd Ke1lh Freem an. 2nd lhgnt 
winner Dave McEwen . runnerup Gary Dav idson. cons \ ... inner 
Ken! Irwin. runnerup John Barana 

Women ·s Open - 1st Barb Davis 2nd Ilona Machers . 2nd thgnt 
winner Elaine Green . runnerup My rta Hansen . cons w,nne, 
Donna Duffy. runnerup Mona Bibb 

Men 's B·A - 1 SI Greg PazOer~a. 2nd Lyle Gov,g . 2nd lhght 
winner Corny Bibb. runnerup Rick Lenaduzz1 cons w,nner Rich 
Kennedy . runnerup Jell W1sem1ller ' 

Men·s B·B - 1s1 Maury Oamkroger , 2nd Jim Webb 2nd IIJghl 
winner Dick Aober1s runne rup Jeff Koenig cons winner Terry 
Mornson . runnerup Rick W1lhams 

Men 's C-Red - 1st Frank Quinn . 2nd Al Arnold, 2nd flight wmner 
Roger Lindwall . runnerup Charles Hart cons winner 811! Welzel 
runnerup Tom Kidd 

Men 's C-Blue - , st Randy Jonnson . 2nd Lynn Manhart 2nd 
night winner Jerry Neva. runnerup Jim NollOlh, cons wmner Don 
Mered ith runnerup Phil Schenc k 

Men 's C•Whlle - 1 sl Jon Pe1erson. 2nd Geno Moneke . 2nd 
lhght winner John Fnesen. runnerup Tony Janeciv1ous. cons 
winner Bill Brenner runnerup Jim Garza 

Seniors - 1st Bernie Nielson . 2nd Obed Oas . 2nd I light winner 
Jay Lerner . runneru p Bob Woodw orth 

Women ·s B - 1 sl Car la H1a11. 2nd Ann Beachley 2nd llrgnl 
winner Sheri Bornho ldt. runnerup Jenniler Dah1r, cons wmner 
Suk, Slamp . runnerup Mona Bibb 

Women 's C - 1st Kay Rei man , 2nd Kalo Heldt 2nd lhght wmner 
Hazel Struyk , runnerup Diane Kneen , cons winner Beth Furlong 
runnerup Terry Amrck 

Massachusetts 
The weekend of Feb. 9-11 marked the 1979 
Massachusett s State Doub les Ch ampio nships at 
the new Racqu etball Intern ational Court Club in 
Norwood . 

It was a weekend of upsets and new champions 
in several divisions : 

The Jun ior Boys division was swept by the team 
of Michael Ladge and Duane Hincus over Ron 
Hyman & Michael Curewitz , by consecutive 
scores of 21-14 , 21-8 . In Men 's Sen ior action the 
tandem of Warren Pierce and Chuck Jennings 
fought through tie-breaker s against third place 
finishers George Hayes and Bill Eaton , as well as 
against the runner-up team of Mickey Mignon 
and Dean Gaskill. Men 's C act ion found Steve 
Shitf and Rudy Valenz, sweeping through the 
tournament. 

While in Men's B Tom Hyman and Joe Goldm an 
outdistanced the field . 

In Men 's Open action Mike Roman and Mike 
Luc iw, perennial Eastern Champ ions as well as 
National powers, were pressed for the first time 
by the newly formed teams of Gregg Maloley and 
Tom Callahan . Finishi ng third were Gerry 
Cassidy and Pat Brennan . 

Results 
Men 's Open - 1 sl Mike Roman /Mike Luc,w . 2nd Gregg 
Matoley/To m Call ahan. 3rd Gerry Cas sidy/ Pal Brenn an 

Men 's B - 1 sl Tom Hyman/Joseph Goldman , 2nd Al 
Mand ,1ch/John Connolly , 3rd Sie ve Sava ge/Ike Ne,lnng 

Men"s C - 1sl Sieve Shill/Rudy Valonzi . 2nd 
Fiselle/Schoenbe rg, 3rd Bob o ·Keele /John Dough1y 

Men 's Seniors - Warren Pierce/ Chuck Jenning s, 2nd M1cl-.ey 
Migno n/Dean Gaskrll. 3rd George Hayes /Bill Ea1on 

Jun iors- 1 sl Mike Ladge/ Duane H,ncus. 2nd Ron Hyman/Mike 
Curew11z 



Minnesota 
Minnesota racquetball Is a sport for all reasons 
that thrives on good vibes . Bill Schmi tke, three 
times National Opeo Champion , working out of 
Apple Valley Court House set the mood eight 
years ago. 

Feb. 9-11 Hart Johnson and Amos Rosenbloom 
won the Heart Fund Racquetb all Tournament at 
Kandi-Kourt s In Wi lmar. Thi s team could be 
descr ibed as pablum and Geritol - mixed 
doubles - 1 5 and 50. Or the young and the 
reckless .. . Johnson , 15 years old, is ranked 
among the top four nationa lly in the 15 or under 
category and was com ing off a big second place 
open doubles win at the St. Paul Winte r Carn iva l 
Tournament , Feb. 4. Rosenb loom , age 50 , is 
ranked national ly In the top 30 in the 45 and older 
Masters divis ion. He won the Minnesota Masters 
division in 1975 and was coming off a second 
place master s singles win at the St. Paul Winter 
Carnival Tournam ent. 

Results 
Men's Open - lsl Harl Johnson . 2nd Mike Hlyden , 3rd Greg 
Johnson Cons Craig Wagner 

Men's B - 1 SI T,m La Vo, , 2nd Tom MorsIad , 3rd Richard Eddy . 
Cons Jell Shimek 

Men' s C - 1 sI Wm Bush , 2nd Tom Dom1nise , 3rd J im 800 Is . 
Cons Pele TaunIon 

Men's Sen iors - 1st Dave HersIa d , 2nd CorkyJohnson , 3rd J,m 
Wills. Cons Dick Carpen ler 

Men's Masters - t st John Brandrup, 2nd Warren Claridge. 3rd 
Amos Rose nbloom , Cons Jac k Hawley 

Boy's Junior - t st Paul Rosela nd , 2nd Pete Tau n1on. 3 rd Paul 
Taunlon, Cons Dan Sex1on 

Women 's Open - Is l Mary Hannes . 2nd Jen ny Bjerke n. 3rd 
Char RoblneI. Cons Sandr a Cha pek 

Women 's B - t sl Kathy Mu eller, 2nd Mary Sire,. 3rd Kindr a 
Siortz Cons Mary Dolph 

Women·s C - t sl Connie Vo ld , 2nd - Elven Pielsch , 3rd Kathy 
Au s, Co ns V1ck1 T,suo 

Men's Doubles - 1 sl Crotzmeyer /Wag ner, 2n d Bock/ LaVoi , 3rd 
Unkeler1Kellner. Cons Rose nbloom /Joh nson 

Men's B Doubles - I SI Wills/Johnson , 2nd Mors lad/ Hlyden. 3rd 
LeclerCIPel ers. Cons Harl Ca shman 

Women 's Open Doub les - 1 sI Jacobsen/ C hapek , 2nd 
Halvorson/Chamberlain , 3rd Cophn/ R,ach . Cons Hagen/Shaw 

Minnesota 
Three hundred fifty players of all ages took part in 
a tournament Feb. 23 -25 at the new 98th Street 
Racquet and Swim Club in Bloomington . 

One of the special att.ractions inc luded Celebr ity 
Racquetball on Friday evening . Winning first 
place in the double s event was Mark Kellar 
(Vikings) and Sam Sallerson . Runners-up were 
Bob McNamar a (Duffs) and Steve Grams . Other 
players in the event included : Sue Erickson (Miss 
Minnesota) ; Wes Ham ilton ; Rick Danme ier ; Bob 
Stein ; Jeff Wright ; John Henderson (Vik ings) ; 
Baseball Notables Tony Oliva and Frank Qu ilici, 
American League Rook ie of the Year ; Paul 
Molitor ; Minnesota Gopher Paul Rogind. and Pro 
Wrestler Greg Gagne . 

Prizes were donated by Leach, Permo·s, 
Munsingwear , Pickw ick, Country Kitchen , 
Maidstone and 98th Street Racquet and Swim 
Club . 

Results 
Men's Open Singles: Al Siec k Runner-up: Don Con slab le 

Men's B · B Z Isenbe rg Runner-up : Lee Htcl(erson 

Men's BB : Roberl Erdman Runner-up : Bob Saflron 

Men 's C : John Pearso n Runner -up : Cec 1I Smith 

Men's Sen ior Open : Bob Adam Sr. Runner-up : Dock Upho ff 

Men 's Senior B : Earl Olms1ead Runner-up : Howard Sp1zma n 

Jr. Boys 17 and under : Craig St1rtz Runner-up · Pau l Aosla nd 

Women 's Open : Terry Seabo rg Runner-up : Mary Wendor1 

Women 's B : Rob in Wier Runner -up : Mary Strei 

Women ' s BB ! Maqor,e P1lZ Runner-up : Sara Gra dy 

Women 's C: Lori He,mdahl Runner -up : Bev McDonne ll 

Ron Strom , Head Racquetball Pro at the 98th 
Street Club , and staff members , Jan Newman 
and Arnie Rutman , helped with tournament 
operations . 

Missouri 
West James Courts in St. Charles was the site of 
the Natural Light West James Racquetball 
Class ic March 8-11 with 107 partic ipants in six 
classes . Jeff Parker took first place among 53 
Men 's C entr ies by defeatinq Steve Roach 21-7, 
18-21, 11-1. Freddy Dallas , a 14-year -old , tooK 
third over Hector de Santiago 21-20 , 21-15. Dave 
Schwemmer won the consolation over Alan 
Meehan 21-9 and 21-17. Nine-year-old Andy 
Gros s also competed in the C Class . 

Dan Massari won the Men 's Open by defeat ing 
Jay Manzoor in hard fought match that went into 
the 11 point tie -breaker ; the scores were 21-17, 
15-21 , 11 -5. Third place went to Bill MacKeen 
with a win over 12-year-old David Gross 21-14, 
5-21 , 11-1 o. John Bowles won first Consolation 
in his first tournament experience playing against 
Open players . Ron Wickers and Dave Schwent 
had a hard fought match for first place in the 
Men 's B division with Schwent coming from 
behind to take the first game 21-20. But Wickers 
held on and won the nex1 two games 21-17 and 
11-7 to take the first place trophy . Chuck 
Sharamitaro won third with a fine performance 
over Jay Larico 21-7 , 21-10 . In the consolation 
round Tim Ellison defeated Louis Koester 21-13, 
21-13 

Another young player , Kevin Buerhle , fought 
hard for the Men's Novice championship, but lost 
to Henry Rodd iger in the tie-breaker 11-8. The 
other games were 16-21, and 21-12 . Ron 
Haefner defeated Roy Rahn for third , 21 ·5 , 
21-15. First Consolat ion went to Ron Cooney 
over Fred Johnstone 21-4, 21-12 . 

In Women ·s C's 14-year-o ld Cheryl Math ieu was 
too fast for her competitors , and put on quite a 
show in the finals match against DeeAnn Koontz 
winning 21-14, and 21-19 . Vicki Holliday took 
third from Rose Thompson in another exciting 
match that went to a tie-b reake r 21-20 , 12-21, 
11-1 o. Rita Stewart defeated Juan ita Wh iteid in 
the consolat ion round 21-8 and 21-9. 

Sue Nelson took first place In the novice class 
with a win over JoAnn Doerrer 21-12, 21-14 . 
Donna Ebner and Sandy Pett it, fought it out for 
third with Donna w inning it 21-7, 21-16 . Linda 
Honer defeated Ginny Wood 21-9 , 16-21 , 11-3 
for first Consol ation. 

One negative aspect of the tourney was pointed 
out by one of the directors, Ken Becker, who 
commented, "I'm surprised at the number of 
players at all levels who do not wear eye 
protection. They take such a great chance of 
getting a serious eye mjury when they go onto 
the courts without eyeguards . There were no 
serious injuries at this tournament, but steps 
must be taken to encourage the use of eye 
protection by players from the beginners to the 
pros ." 

-Rosie Epps 

NCCA 
Seeks New 

Executive Director 

The National Court Clubs 
Association, the not for profit 

assoc iation of nearly 275 Court 
Clubs, is presently conducting a 

search for the position of 
Executive Director . 

Interested applicants should send 
resume to: 

Marlys Sperger , 
National Coordinator 

National Court Clubs Association 
441 North Wabash 
Chicago, IL 60611 

* DEVELOPERS * ARCHITECTS * CONTRACTORS 

Save With New 

HANDBOOK 
OF SPORT COURT 
CONSTRUCTION 
FOR RACQUETBALL 

AND SQUASH COURTS 

LEARN: 
• FUTURE PROFITS 
• PRESENT COSTS 
• MARKET SURVEYS 
• SITE SELECTION 
• FINANCING 
• CONSTRUCTION 

METHODS 
• MUCH MOREi 

PER COPY: $14 .95 P.PD. 
ADD $1.50 FOR AIR MAIL 
OHIO RES ADD 4½% TAX 

SEND TO 

SUNBURY BOOKS 
PO. BOX 253 DEPT. N-1 
SUNBURY, OHIO 43074 



Delaware 
Scott Clark, on the short end of a 16-11 score in 
the Leukemia Racquetball Classic at the 
Branma r Racquetball Club in Wilm ington , March 
9 -11, was trying to psyche himsel f to win the 
Men·s Open championship . 

"Keep the ball down and you can bear this guy, " 
Clark said aloud as about 100 spectators 
watched and listened . 

Ray Capitinelli , hrs opponent, was also listening . 
He shouted "Never!" so fast it seemed a part of 
Clark 's sentence . 

Capitinelli scored the next point on a kill down the 
right wall and repeated his "Never !" only louder 
than the first time . 

Clark got no more points in the first game of the 
finals and didn 't score in the second game until 
Cap itinelli had put 14 points on the board . The 
game ended 2 1-1. 

Until the verbal exer cise the game had been 
about as close as the 16-11 score would indicate , 
with both players sco ring on aces and kills. 

Capitinelli, numbe r two seed ,n the tourn amen t 
and the New Jersey state champ ion, scored the 
21st point in each game on drive serves to 
Clark 's forehand . 

The tournament drew more than 300 players 
from five states. 

Television sportcaster Klaus Wagner from 
Baltimore won the Men 's Class B, defeating 
Orval Foraker 21-18, 21 -12. 

Carol Frenck won the Women 's Open 
championship by beating Elaine Lee 19-21, 21-4 , 
11-6 . Bill King won the Men 's Seniors, and 
Richard Thom as won the Men' s Masters. Molly 
O 'Brien, won the Women 's B. Tom Bies inger and 
Patty Armstrong of the host Branm ar 
Racquetball Club won the Men' s and Women' s C 
titles . 

Sponsors were the Leukem ia Society of America . 
and Anheuser-Busch Brewing Co ., with 
cooperatron from Ektelon, Nike , Leach and 
Seamco . 

Bill Thorne was tournament director and Paul 
Muoio wa s floor manager , with help from Eric 
Faddis, Roland Hitchens and Paul Weldin . 

-John Christensen 

Position Available 

Experienced Manager 

Private Racquetball Club 
In Detroit Suburb 

Send Resume To : 
P.O. Box 32410 

Detroit, Michigan 48216 
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Results 
Men 's Open 

Quarters : Sco n Clarl< d . Tom Ranker 21·19 . 4•21 . 11•7 : Scon 
Ryan d Jae~ Cheluccr 15·21 . 21 ·8 . 11 ·5 , Oon Lntle d Russ 
Montague 21·17. 21-12 : Ray Cap ,1,nelh d. Lee Desk,ns 21 · 19. 
21 ·20 

Semis : Clarl< d . Ryan 21•14 . 21·20 : Cap1tonell1 d Little 21 · 18, 
21·12 

Fin a l: Cap1t1nell1 d C lark 21 - 1 l . 21· 1 

Men 's Class B 

Quarters : Orval Fora~er d Oavid Her1ak 21·11 21 ·9 , Barry 
McCutcheon d Tom Adams 21 · 13, 21 · 19: Michae l M,ksza d . Llor 
ShmuelSon 21-1 3 . 15·21 , 11·4 , Klaus Wagner d . Don France 
21-17 . 21 • 14 

Semis : Foraker d . McCulcheon 21 · 15, 21 ·3: Wagner d M"'sza 
21· 11, 21-16 

Fina l: Wagner o . Fo ral<er 21·18 . 21 · 12 

Men 's Class C 

Quarters : Tom Biesinger d Guy D1Sabat,no 21 •4. 2 t -20 , Carl 
Fisher d . Doug McGowan 12·21. 21· 19, 11·3 : Boo Dean d . Ma rk 
Levy 10·21. 21·19. 11·7 , Dave MacKe lkan d . Wall Re,cnert 21·3 , 
21·6 

Semis : Bresrnger d Fisher 21•7 . 21· 15, MacKe li<an d Dean 
21· 18, 21•7 

Final : Biesinger d . MacKe lican 21-10 . 10-21 11-S 

Men ' s Seniors 

Quarters : B1IIK1ngd.Joe Capozzo lr 21 · 11, 21· 13: Ron Nab reskr 
d , Bob Drov in 21 ·2 . 16·21 . 11·10 , Bill Moody . lorlen ove r Terry 
Arnold ; Al Ginsburg d Joe Fra1angelo 21· 12. 2 1-t 1 

Semis : King d Nabresk•21 -2 , 21-5 , Moody , forfe it over Ginsburg 

Final : King d Moody 21 -0 , 2 1· 5 

Men ' s Maste rs 

Quarters : Ron Yori< d M1:.Ce Kohut 21 -12, 21 - 12 : Richard 
Thomas d . Alton Neal 2 1 • 12. 21 · 1: Char lie Robertson d. Lulher 
Hearn 21·6 , 21 ·5: B,11 Stoebe d Raymond Rena i 21-15 . 2 1·3 

Semis : Th omas d. York2 1-6 , 21· 13. Robertsond . Sloe be 21-20 . 
2 1·20 

Final : Thomas d . Robert son 21 •4 , 21 · 10 

Men 's Open Doubles 

Quarter s: Errc Foley/Wrll le Wan g d . Pal Kelly / Foraker 21 ·8 . 
21 -14: Russ Montague /Jack Chelucc, d. Jud Grosshans/Deskins 
13·21, 21 ·8 . 11-9 ; Cap,1inell1/El,a d, Bob Drou rn/Lrnle 2 1-15, 
17-21, 11·3 : 8,11 King /Clark d . John Che lucci /Jell Fosle r 21-15 , 
17•2 1. 11·5 . 

Semis : Monta gue/Jack Chelucc i d Wang /Foley 13-2 1. 2 1• 17, 
11-5; Krng/Clark won by lorfe,t 

Final : Monlague /Ch eluc ci d . K,ng/Cla rk 21 ·8. 9-2 1, 11-4 

Wom en 's Open 

Quarters : Caro l Frenck d . Pam Perrolty 21·10 , 2 1•4 , Mo lly 
O'Brrend . Shrrley Pell inalo20·21 . 2 1-19. 11-1 : Francine Davlsd . 
Andrea Katz 21·9. 21-5 ; Elaine Leed . Joanne Pokorny 2 1-14, 
21 ·5 

Semis : Frenck d . O' Brien 21-11. 21•5 ; Leed . Dav is 2 1·9, 16·2( 
11•4 

Final : Frenck d . Lee 19·21, 21 •4 , 11·6 

Women 's Class B 

Quarters: Mary Jane Weldin d . Sue Mac Lennan 21·3. 21 ·8: 
Lrnda Bau mler d . Mary Blounl 2 1·6 . 21·1 1; Karen Reeves d 
Barbara Yospe 16·2 1. 2 1-12 , 11·3 : Molly O'Brien d . Barbara 
\/ ,era 2 1·9 . 21·6 

Semis : Weld ,nd . Bau mler 11·21 . 2 1·15 . 11-4 , 0 'Br ien d . Reeves 
2 1• 14, 21 · 15 

Final: O'Brien d. Weldin 9·21 , 21 ·3 , 11- 1 

Women 's Clas s C 

Quarters : Den,se Prper d . Sally Fellers 21 • 7. 21 ·20; M ary Bio uni 
d . D,ana Maulz 21·15 . 16·2 1, 11•9 ; Mary Linkous d . Cindy 
Ambrose 21 · 11. 21-12 ; Patty Armstrong d . Sharon Dortort 21 ·8. 
2 1·16 

Semis : Blounld . P,per21 · 1. 16-21, 11· 10:Arms trongd . Linkous 
21 •7, 21·11 

Final: Armslrong d . Blounl 2 1· 19, 21•7 

Women 's Open Doubles 

Semis: Franck/Katz d . Re eves/Belsy Hepl inger 21·4 , 21·3 : 
Pettrnat o/Dobb re Wallher d Andrea Czarn iecki/Pat Slrul he rs 
2 1·9. 21·13 

Final: Pett,nal o/Walther d Franc k/Katz 10·21, 2 1· 11, 11-5 

Open Mixed Doubles 

Semis: Lee/France d . Joanne Pokorny /Sieve Ch ickno skr 2 1 • 16, 
2 1·7; Walther/Terry Arnold d . Sa lly Fellers/Paul Muo io 21 · 10, 
21 · 1 

Final : Wallher /Arnold d . Lee/ France 21•17, 16·2 1, 11•7 

California 
King·s Racquetball Court in Westminster was the 
setting for the Seamco Eddre West Open 
Racquetball Tournament Feb. 8-11 . 

The 21 O part icipants watched so me great 
racquetball matches rn 19 classif1cat1ons. 
Proceeds from the tournament went to the Eddre 
West Foundation Char ities 

Bill Hildebrand won the Men 's Open Singles with 
an exciting two game victory over Kirk W1ll1ams 
played on the 400 seat Royal Court . 

Laura Martino , the 19-year -old high school er 
from Founta in Valley , won the Women 's Open in 
two games over Judy Clemons . 

Long rallies and excellen t team play were the 
trademarks of the Men 's Open Doubles finals in 
which Kurt Williams and Wayne Radfor d 
defeated Mark Mart ino and John Davidso n. 

Other champions were · Men 's Beginner Novice 
F. Sweeney ; Men 's Novice M. Christ ian ; Men 's C 
S. Jenkins ; Men 's BM . Isaacs ; Men 's C Doubles 
C. Srsneros /D. Clark , Men 's B Bbubles D. 
Green/W . Cox; Men 's AC . Buggs ; Men 's Senior 
G. Jennings ; Men 's Maste rs J . Streim; Men's 
Golde n Masters B. Morrow ; Junior Boys J. Gieck ; 
Upper Mixed Double s J. Clemons /C. West; 
Lower Mrxed Double s K. Painter /J. Hoppenrath ; 
Women 's C C. Aguilera ; Women 's Nov ice C. 
Mays ; Wom en's Beginner Nov ice K. Mitche ll. 

Okinawa 
A three day tourn amen t the last week in February 
brought together 90 Marine Corps, Navy , Army , 
Air Force, civilian and dependent competitors at 
the George Washington Racquetball 
Tournament sponsored by the Ok inawa 
Racquetball Association at the MSA gym . 

Lt. Cdr . Kent Allison won the Open by beating Air 
Force MSgt. Don Green 2 1-15, 2-17 . LI . Cdr 
Wayne Burrow s defeated Air Force Sgt. Jim 
Newton in the Inte rmedi ate 21-4, 2-21, 11-4, 
while Chris Peterson beat Tommy King 21-8, 
21-2 for the Nov ice title . Green beat Bob Parades 
21-9, 21- 11 in the Seniors, while Green and 
Allison were hands down winners in Doub les, 
defeat ing Lance Corporals David Hickson and 
Herb Dixon 21-3, 21-6. 
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Lr. Cdr. Kent Al/Ison , right, won the Open finals 
over MSgt . Don Green at the George 
Washington Tournamen t in Okinawa . 
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Korea 
. The top men and women from four qua lifying 

tournaments held throughout the Republic of 
Korea gathered at Trent Gymnasium in Seoul 
March 30-Ap ril 1 to vie for the title of 1979 Eighth 
US Army Racquetba ll Champ ion in their 
respective divisions . 

The finals of the Men 's Open d1v1s1on featured 
Rick Hall, who reached the finals of the doub le 
elimination tournament without losing a match, 
against Otto Dietrich , who had a busy weekend 
fighting his way through the loser 's bracket 
following a first round loss . The meet ing between 
Hall and Dietrich turned out to be a repeat of the 
Area-Central finals as Hall bested Dietrich In 
three games by scores of 21 -8 , 14-21 and 11-4 . 
Terry Wong finished third. Hal l's power game 
continues to domina te the Korean racquetba ll 
scene as his string of first place victories goes on 
and on. It looks like the on ly hope for someone 
else to win a first place trophy is to wait until Hall 
returns to Fort Carson, CO in July , 1979 . · 

In the Women 's Open division Vivian Haeber len 
defeated Judy Crosby in the finals by the scores 
of 21-5 and 21-8 . Haeberlen proved to be the 
class of the Women 's div ision as she breezed 
through the tournamen t without losing a single 
game. Constance Enright finished third and 
Charla Mills took fourth place . 

Paced by the strong performance of Hall and 
Dietrich the Area-Centra l team captured the 
overall team champ ions hip. Other members of 
the Area-Central team were Mills and Glenda 
Devlin. The team from Area-So uth came in a 
close second, with the North A and North B 
teams finishing in thi rd and fourth places 
respectively . 

The galleries were packed at this tournament put 
together by Jim Cullina and Tom Rowan of 
Area-Cen tral Sports Office and the members of 
UNC Racquetball Association . 

-Otto E. Dietrich 

In choosing photos of tournament play for 
these pages . we will give priority to 
pictures of players we aring 
protective eye gear 

Our 4' x 20' 
beats 

their 4' x 8' 
And we ' ll give you four great 
reasons why. 

1) Our pane ls are free-standin g 
and self-supporting 

2) Therefore they're easier to 
in stall . . . saving you time 
and money 

3) The racquetball playing surface 
cons ists oi easy-to-ma intain 
fiberglass 
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'- /\ 

4) Panels are durable and they 're 
backed by a warranty 

All this means that our courts cost 
less than most 4 x 8 foot courts. 
Want more reasons why Wilson Courts 
are the best? Call us (614) 267-5463 
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3950 Indianola Av en ue 
Columbus. Oh io 43214 
(614) 267-5463 

SINCE 1893 

t• 
MANUFACTURER OF OVER 250 
UNITS OF SAUNA, STEAM ROOM, 
WHIRLPOOL.: & FITNESS EQUIP. 

Unique FREE Planning Service. 
We layout your complete faci lity .. plans in Blueprint 

form meet yo ur space and budget requirements . 

Ma clevy Is Authorized G.5.A. (US . Govt .) Contractor. 
suppli er to Y.M C.A 's. Racquetball Clubs , Health Clubs 
and Spas 

Write or Call for 
Brochure & Prices. 

FOR FAST ACTION 
CALL COLLECT 12121592-6550 

OUT OF N.Y .. H.J. & CONN. 
CALL TOLL FREE 800-221-0277 

OR MAIL COUPON 

lam Interested In~ □Sauna □Ergometeicyclis D Traadmllls-
0 Whirlpool D Steam Room D Other ________ _ 
Name Title 

Company Name . ,, . 

State 

Tel. 
I • 

MACLEVY PRODUCTS CORP . • 92-21 CORONA AVE . 

(Incl. Area Code) 



for the SPORT with CLASS (RACQUETBALL) 

aiueAWARDS 01 GLASS 
World Famous ..... 

,,. 

#2-$18 .95 
witll G•~Jl•h 

Imported SWEDISH GLASS 
Now with Racquetball Designs 

• NEW IN THE USA 

• ELEGANT 
• A GIFT OF 

E~RLASTING 
BEAUTY 

ALL PROFITS FROM THE SALES OF GLASS AWARDS 
GENERATED THROUGH THIS AD WILL BE DONATED TO THE UNITED STATES 
YOUTH SPORTS HALL OF FAME IN THE NAME OF THE.SPORT OF RACQUETBALL. 

YOU'RE RIGHT • • • THEY'RE DIFFERENT! \\~LL o,._ 
r---ORDER BLANK------------"~ ~ 

ORDER NOW FOR THE COMING: ITEM M F QTY. TOTAL §> ~~ 
1 GLASS6"x6" □ □-- ;,.. ~ t"'I 

• TOURNAMENTS 

• AWARDS NIGHT 

•ORA GIFT FOR THAT 

SPECIAL RACQUETBALLER 

DICK CHASE AWARDS 
1752 W. ARMITAGE COURT 

ADDISON, IL 60101 
312/932-1100 

2. Ice Mountain (small) D D ____ _ 
3. Ice Mountain (large) D D ____ _ 
4. Plaque 6" Dia. Glass D D ____ _ 
5. Glass Player 5"x4" D D ____ _ 
6. Desk Set 4"x4" Glass D D __ ___ T?'i? • 
Add .05 for each letter of engraving -- ~ ~ ~ I 

Add Sales Tax if applicable 
Illinois residents add 5% Sales Tax TOTAL __ I 
NOTE: ALL ITEMS INCLUDE WOOD BASES ANO NAME PLATES I 

Indicate Male or Female • Attach Enqraving lnstrucflons Freight Prepaid I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

NAME ______________ _ _ 

ADDRESS ______________ _ 

CITY _____ ~TATE. ___ __._ 1p --- -- I 
._ ___ ENCLOSE CHECK OR MOllfY OROfR PAYAILf TO DICK CHASE AWARDS•-----' 



Official Entry Dates • July 19-22, 1979 

United States 
Racquetball Association 
1979 Junior Regional Championships 

ENTRY DEADLINE: All entry blanks and corresponding entry fees must be in the possess ion of tournament director by 
Wednesday, July 11, 1979. / 

ENTRY FEE: $15 per event . Limit one event per player . 
OFFICIAL BALL: Seamco 558 (black) in all events. 
RULES: Official USRA rules apply . No player having accepted $1,000 or more in prize money on the NRG-sanctioned pro 

tour within the last 12 months may enter . 
ELIGIBILITY: All participants must be current USRA members. Membersh ip app licat ions and renewa ls will be avai lab le at 

the tournament for an additional $12 . · 
AWARDS : Trophies to first four pla~es in all events plus first two places in consolat ion rounds . Round tr ip air fare for the 

winners of each division of play (exclud ing consolation) to the 1979 USRA National Junior Champ ionsh ips August 13-18, 
1979 in Tucson , Arizona . 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL ENTRIES TO: Informat ion listed for your Regional. Start ing times may be 
obtained by contact ing host fac ility. See reverse side . 

NOTE: All entrants must play in the Reg iona l in which they res ide (no except ions will be made ) as dep icted by the 
boundaries set forth on the accompanying map on the reve rse side. 

Region 1 - NEW ENGLAND: Maine , New Hampsh ire, Vermont , Massachusetts, Connect icut , Rhode Island , Quebec, 
New Brunswick, Navia Scotia . 

Region 2 - NORTHEAST: New York , Pennsylvania , Ontario , New Jersey , Delaware , Mary land , Virg inia. 
Region 3 - SOUTHEAST: North Caro lina, South Carolina , Geo rgia, Flor ida , Alabama. 
Region 4 - CENTRAL: Wiscons in, Illino is, Mich igan , Minnesota. 
Region 5 - SOUTH CENTRAL: Mississippi , Te xas, Oklahoma , Louisiana , Arkansas. 
Region 6 - SOUTHWEST: New Mexico , Ar izona , Hawaii , Cal iforn ia, Nevada . 
Region 7 - MID-WEST: North Dakota , South Dakota , Nebraska , Kans as, Missour i, Iowa, Manitoba . 
Region 8 - NORTHWEST: Alaska , Wash ington . Oregon, Idaho, British Columbia , Yukon . 
Region 9 - OHIO VALLEY: Ohio , Kentucky , Indiana , Tennessee , West V irginia. 
Region 10 - ROCKY MOUNTAIN : Co lorado , Wyoming, Montana , Utah , Saska tchewan , Albe rta. 

PLEASE ENTER ME IN: 
D Boys 17-and-under 
D Boys 15-and-under 
D Boys 13-and-under 

SHIRT SIZE : Boy D Sm . 
Girl D Sm. 

D Girls 17-and-under 
D Girls 14-and-under 

D Med . D Lg. D XL 
D Med . D Lg. D XL 

Name ___ ______ _ ___________ __ ____ _ 
please print Regional Name _____ ______ _ ___________ _ 

Address 
City _ _ __ _____ _ _ State ___ _ Z ip _____ _ 

USRA Membership Card Exp. Date ______________ _ 

Home Phone __________________ _ 

WAIVER 
I hereby for myself , my heirs , 
executors , agents, adm inistrators and 
my children, waive and release any 
and all rights and claims for damages I 

might have against the USRA , its 
affi liate clubs , and their respective 
agents , representa tives , successors 
and ass igne rs for any and all injuries 
which may be suffered by my son(s) 
and/or daughte r(s) in connection w ith 
their participation in the Jun ior 
Regional tournament. 

Parent Signature 

Date 
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Tournament Information 

U~RA Junior Regional 

Region 1 - New England 
SITE : Down Eas t Court Club, 170 Rt. 1, 

Falmouth, ME 04105 . 
PHONE : 207-781-428 1. Tournament Director · 

Kevin York. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : Down East 

Court Club 
MAIL CHECKS & COMPLETED ENTRY FORM 

TO : Site abov e. 
TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS: Holiday 

Inn Downtown , 88 Spring St. , Portland, ME , 
207-775 -231 1 (Sing le $28 , Double $37) . 
Ramada Inn, 1230 Congress, Portland, 
ME, 207-77 4-56 11. 

Region 2 - Northeast 
SITE : Yogi Berra's Racq uetball Hall of Fame , 

333 Gothic Plaza, Rt. 46 West , Fairfield, NJ 
07006. 

PHONE : 201-227-4000 . Tourn amen t Director : 
Tim Berra . 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : Yogi Berra 's 
Racquetball Hall of Fame 

MAIL CHECKS & COMPLETED ENTRY 
FORMS TO : Site above. 

TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS : Ramada 
Inn Clifton, 265 State Hwy . 113, Clifton, NJ 
07014 . 20 1-778-6500. Ramada Inn 
Fairf ield, 2 Bridges Rd., Fairfield , NJ 07006, 
20 1-575 -9465 . 

Region 3 - Southe ast 
SITE : Jacksonville Racq uetba ll Club, 6651 

Cres tlin e Dr ., Jackson ville , FL 3221 1. 
PHONE: 904 -724 -6994 . Tournamen t Directors: 

J im Adkins. Gordon Ira. 
MAKE CH ECKS PAYABLE TO : Jacksonvi lle 

Racq uetba ll C lub 
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"'1AIL CHECKS & COMPLETED ENTRY 
FORMS TO: Site above . 

TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS : Holiday 
Motor Inn, 8016 N. Alternate # 1, Ar lington 
Expressway, Jacksonville , FL 322 11, 
904-725 -3343 . Scotti sh Inn, 747 Ar lington , 
Jackso nvi lle, FL 322 11, 904-725- 9600. 

Region 4 - Central 
SITE : King's Court Edina , 7001 Cahill Rd., 

Edina, MN 55435 . 
PHONE : 612-941-6391 . Tournamen t Director · 

Bob Adam. 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : King 's Court 
MAKE CHECKS & COMPLETED ENTRY 

FOR}'! TO : Site above . 
TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS : Holiday 

Inn Airport ,;2, 5401 Green Valley Dr .. 
Bloom ington , MN 55437, 612-83 1-8000 . 
Radisso n Hotel, 7800 Normandale Blvd ., 
Bloom ington , MN 55435 , 612-835-7800 . 

Reg ion 5 - South Centr al 
SITE : Supreme Cou rt , 1440 Mirac le Way , El 

Paso, TX 79925 . 
PHONE : 915-593-2160 . Tournament Director : 

David Peck . 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : Supreme Court 
MAIL CHECKS & COMPLET ED ENTRY FORM 

TO : Site above. 
TOURNAMENTHEADQUART ERS :Howa~ 

John son's, 8887 Gateway West, El Paso, 
TX 79925, 915 -59 1-9471 . Tom Penny Inn, 
7144 Gateway East , El Paso, TX 79925 , 
915 -779-7700 . Rodeway Inn, 620 1 
Gateway Wes t, El Paso , TX 79925, 
915-778-6611. 

Region 6 - Southwest 
SITE : King's Racquetball Court , 1473 1 

Goldenwes t St., Westm inster, CA 92683 . 
PHONE : 714 -898-984 1. To urnament Director : 

Bill McClint ock . 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: King's 

Racqu etball Court 
MAIL CHECKS & COMPLETED ENTRY FORM 

TO : Site above. 
TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS : Regis try 

Hotel, 18800 MacArt hur Blvd., Irvine, CA, 
714-752 -8777 . Costa Mesa Inn, 3205 
Harbor Blvd ., Cos ta Mesa , CA, 
714-557 -8360 . Both tournament hote ls 
have gro und transpo rtation from Orange 
Coun ty Airport ava ilable for registe red 
gu~_sts . 

Reg ion 7 - Midwest 
SITE : Dale's Courts , 1°1301 W . 88th, Overland 

Park, KS 66214 . 
PHONE : 913-888-9247 . Tourn ame nt Director: 

Ric Newcomer . 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : Dale's Courts 
MAIL CHECKS & COMPLETED ENTRY 

FORMS TO : Site above . 
TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS : Ramada 

Inn, 1-35 & 87th , Overla nd Park , KS, 
913-888-8440 . Day 's Inn 1-35 & 95th St. , 
Overland Park , KS, 913-492- 7200 . 

Region 8 - Northwest 
SITE : Court House, 7211 Colon ial, Boise, ID 

83705 . 
PHONE: 208 -377-0040 . Tou rname nt Director: 

Bob Peterso n. 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO : Court House 
MAIL CHECK & COMPLETED ENTRY FORM 

TO : Site above . 
TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS : Rodeway 

Inn of Boise , 29th & Ch 1den Blvd ., Boise, ID 
837 04, 208-343 -1871 . Roya ( Inn of Boise , 
1115 N. Curtis Rd., Boise. ID 83704 , 
208 -376 -2700 . Mention tournament for 
specia l rates . 

Region 9 - Ohio Valley 
SITE : Suprem e Courts, 5800 Monroe , Sylvan ia, 

OH 43560 . 
PHONE : 419 -885 -4435 . Tournament Director : 

Norton Gutowitz . 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : Supreme 

Courts 
MAIL CHECKS & COMPLETED ENTRY 

FORMS TO : Site above . 
TOURNAMENT HEADQUARTERS : She raton 

Wes tgate Inn. 3536 Secor, To ledo , OH 
43606, 419-5 35-7070 . Holiday Inn. 141 N. 
Summitt, Toledo , OH 4361 2, 
419-243 -8860 . 

Reg ion 10 - Rocky Moun ta in 
SITE : Vail Athle tic Club, Box 573, Vail , Colorado 

81657 . 
PHONE : 303 -476- 1304. To urnam ent Director 

Ron Bullington . 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : Vail Athletic 

Club 
MAIL CHECKS & COMPLETED ENTRY 

FORMS TO : Site above . 
TOURNAMENT HEADQUART ERS : Holiday 

Inn of Vail, Box 35 , Vail , CO 81657, 
303 -4 76-563 1. (Single $31, Double $36 , 
Triple $40 , Quad $45) . Vail Athletic Club & 
Hotel, Box 573, Vail, CO 81657 , 
303- 4 76 -1304. 





Tournament Results 

There were three points standing 
between him and defeat in the Catalina 
Classic when Marty Hogan let out a 
couple of screams and finally 
galvanized himself back into action , 
producing a stream of awesome power 
shots which had Mike Yellen shaking 
his head and wondering which way his 
victory went. 

Nineteen-year-old Mike was play ing 
Marty at his own game in their 
quarter-final meeting on the Colgate 
Men 's and Women 's pro tour 
co-sponsored by Leach and Seamco at 
King 's Racquetball Court in 
Westm inster, CA. Yellen was 
comb ining tough serves with some 
flying gets which had the packed crowd 
standing and solidly to a man cheering 
on the contender . 

That is cheering him on until it looked 
like the champion was going to go 
down the same ignominious pathway 
he has served up to the few 
professionals privileged enough to 
even go three games with him - 11 zip 
in the tie-breaker . 

Then things changed . It was Marty who 
was getting the support as the fickle 
aud ience decided they didn 't really 
want what seemed inevitable to 
happen . And in one of the best displays 
of racquetball this year Hogan turned 
the game around . 

It looked like a typical tournament 
drawsheet, with Hogan cruising 
relentlessly down the steps of 
successive rounds and Jerry Hilecher, 
from the bottom, scrapping his way 
towards the usual one sided 
confrontation in the final. 

That is what finally happened , but 
Yellen, from Southfield , Ml, almost 
changed that. 

Yellen follows through with a backhand kill shot 
/n his near-win over Hogan In the quarters. 

Of course, a near-win is a loss. 
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Fashions a 
Catalina Win 

But Mike Yellen 
comes to within three 
of beating the champ in 
the quarter-final 
tie-breaker 

For Mike it was his second tie-breaker 
of the tournament. After defeating Jim 
Wirkus easily 13 and 4 he went up 
against a much improved Mark Morrow 
who finally seems to be learning to 
stroke the ball instead of turning every 
shot into an armor piercing projecti le 
and that confrontation ended 16-21 
21-16, 11-3 in Yellen 's favor to ear~ 
him the right to meet Hogan. 

Some indicat ion of what was to come 
mater ialized in the ir first game , as 
Yellen stepped into the box at 2-2 and 
seNed up an ace to Hogan 's forehand 
to put himse lf one ahead . And just to 
prove that it was no fluke, he zapped in 
another ace to make it four, followed by 
rollouts for five and six, a right hand 
pinch for sev en , one more for eight and 
then he gratefully accepted a freebie, 
as Mr. Hogan , his conf idence 
somewhat rattled, took a hearty swipe 
at an easy setup close to the front wall 
and hit himse lf with the rebound . 

Yellen , who insists he plays the ball 
and not the man , was unable to totally 
supress his exh ilaration , and he 
powered in one more ace before 
Hogan stepped back in control and 
after one change of seNe proceeded to 
run the score back to 7-10 at which 
point Yellen took a time out to reflect on 
the rapqily cha nging s ituat ion . 

Eleven rall ies later the score reached 
parity aga in at 11 's as Hogan struggled 
to put his deep pinches in the right 
place, low enough down on the side 
wall to roll them from the front. He was 
hitting most of them too high and 
leaving them up for Ye llen who was 
playing faultlessly enough to capit alize 
on pretty nearly every chance he got. 

But holding a tiger by the tail requ ires 
constant concentrati on and at 13-13, 
Hogan found his seNe agai n, pounding 
in enough tough ones to tack his score 
up to 20 at the expense of only one 
more point to Yellen at 14. 

Catalina 's promotion s dtrec tor June Wylie 
takes In the action 

A judicious time out was enough to 
temporarily stay the first game 
execution as Hogan resumed play with 
a short seNe, relinquishing the box to 
Yellen who added two more before the 
one point which had been eluding 
Hogan came home . 

That closed game one out at 21-16, a 
scor e which wasn't exactly what Yellen 
expected . Between games he was able 
to point out why he was having 
problems. 

"My serve was on and I thought I was 
doing well up to 10, then he just started 
hitting serves I just couldn't see ." 

In game two Yellen quickly pulled a 6- 1 
advantage thank s to a combination of 
tough dr ive seNes to Hogan 's 
backhand and some lively front court 
hustle which netted two of the very 
same wide pinches which Hogan had 
been leavi ng up in the first game . He 
then ran up to 9-2 before a typical flat 
rollout off the back wall put Hogan 
temporarily in control of the seNe. 

Yellen came back with the next rally 
and really earned the next point with a 
flying dive towards the back wall which 
was the only way he could get his 
racquet to a Hogan power shot. After 
hitting the back wall the ball took in one 
side wall before miraculously pinching 
itself out of velocity in right front court 
for a point. 

Needless to say it was a play which had 
the 500 strong audience cheering on its 
feet and both players looking exactly 
like they had been hit by a tornado . 

Back in action the two traded their way 
to 12-3 before a referee's correct call of 
a hinde r caused Hogan to comment -
"There 's nothing like working for 
nothing ." Which was all he got , for two 
more Yellen points down the line he 
drove the ball down the left side wall 
with so much force he lost his balance 
and stayed glued to the wall, as the 
projectile relentlessly returned right at 
him . That was an avoidabl e hinder and 
lost him the 15th point. Yellen then 
zapped in another ace to make it 16-3. 
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Hogan rips a forehand off the back wall toward 
the right corner in his champ ions hip 

victory over Hilecher . 

Apart from a rare display of nerves 
which lost him the side in at 17-3 he 
kept his cool and ran up to 19-3 before 
Hogan could pull himself together 
enough to add on three more points . 
He was going for number four when the 
usual effect of a Marty Hogan bad day 
- enormous skips off easy setups -
took effect and lost him the service box 
and two rallies later , the game. 

Needless to say, Hogan was not at all 
happy as he stalked to the locker room , 
and he was even less happy as he 
conceded the first tie-breaker point to 
his opponent. He kept Yellen 's 
breakdown to one before taking over, 
but that tenure was sl:lortlived. Yellen 
grabbed it back and tacked on two 
before Hogan drove the ball past him 
into back right court . One rally later he 
was back in there with an unforgettable 
diving get which again had the crowd 
cheering , and he put two more onto his 
score before Hogan drove one down 
the left wall which he couldn't reach. It 
was the same old story - Marty just 
couldn 't capitalize on his repeated 
opportunities . Again he tried his deep 
backhand pinch and Yellen , whose 
intense self control wa s certainly 
starting to slip away, could hardly wait 
to serve as that pinch went the way of 
so many of Hogan 's others - it 
skipped. 

Hogan then left the ball up off the back 
wall for Yellen to cooly pinch into the 
right hand corner for 7-0 and another 
Hogan power drive off the back wall 
was returned with a flat rollout for the 
eighth point. 

And that , folks, is wher e Marty Hogan 
again became a champion . 

First he screamed, "Lets go, lets go" 
as Yellen slowly took his place. He 
pinched the return for his first point , and 
Yellen obligingly skipped for the 
second, number three came with a 
double bounce and four with an ace to 
Yellen 's backhand. 
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Mike had one more chance when 
Hogan's diving get skipped and he took 
the service box while Hogan, like a 
prizefighter too used to the canvas, 
took his time about getting up. 

Yellen stuck on one more to make it 
9-4, Hogan rolled out a soft Z serve to 
his backhand to get it back, lost it again, 
got it back and lost it aga in before 
Yellen committed the unforgivable sin 
of double faulting .. .. Followed by the 
seco nd unforgivable sin of mis-hitting a 
not-especially-difficult return from a 
Hogan pinch into right court. 

This was pressure with a capital " P" 
but Yellen pulled himse lf together 
sufficient ly to serve a low Z to Hogan 's 
backhand which Hogan obliging ly 
rolled out. Another pinch gave Hogan 
number six and a Yellen pinch left up 
was tucked away for number seven . 
Yellen fa iled to pick up a passing shot 
dying in the back right hand corner 
glass and that made it eight evens . 
Yellen hustled with every ounce of 
nerve and energy left in him in a rally 
which includ ed an impossible get to the 
left , then a flying get to the right. Thre e 
times he was set up and the fourth time 
he killed it to gain a very , very 
temporary stay of execution . 



Wagner wes able to put up only one good game 
against the champ in the semi's . 

So temporary that Hogan was back in 
with the next rally and it was even at 
9-9. A couple of swaps of serve with the 
score stuck there ended when the 
champion used his brain . He faked the 
most beautiful ace to Yellen 's forehand 
side which had Mike going in entirely 
the wrong direction and then fo llowed 
with a right hand corner pinch which 
Yellen just couldn 't reach . That was it, 
Yellen had faced Hogan just three 
points short of victory- and had come 
up short . It wasn't his fault : he played 
like a champion, but then again when 
the score got to 8- zip, so did Hogan. 

He said later "Yellen gave me a really 
hard time. He was serving so hard that 
I had a tough job seeing the ball . I lost 
my concentrat ion in the second game , 
but in the tie-breaker I got so mad at 
myself it seemed to do the trick . A lot of 
my mistakes were on those really de ep 
pinches I was hitting but I still think 
those are the best sort of shots to use in 
an a/I-glass court like the one at King 's 
- the ball is low and fast and it's hard to 
pick up off the glass ." 

A tired Hogan final ly met Hilecher on 
Sunday after putting Richard Wagne r's 
hopes to rest with an 18 and 3 requiem . 
On the contrary Hilecher had taken a 
smooth trip down to the finals winning 
three matches withou t the need for a 
tie-breaker and only conced ing double 
figures in two of those six games. 

Things were different as Hogan 
warmed up, rolling out a couple to go 
ahead 2-0. Hilecher won the serve 
back and a Hogan skip gave him one 
before Hogan blasted in a forehand to 
take over the box, and he killed 
Hilecher 's return to add another point. 
Hilecher skipped the next one , and 
Hogan got his deep pinch right worki ng 
to end the next rally at 5-1 , a rollout 
gave him six and he took Hilecher 's 
weak return off a super hard serve and 
softly pinched it away with mo re control 
than one is used to seei ng from him for 
number seven. 

Hilecher came back and ran up to 3-7 
before Hogan successfully produced 
what has to be the widest pinch 
geometrically possible to get back in. A 
right hand corner pinch gave him eight, 
and he ran to 12 before a missed pass 
put him in back court . 

Hilecher passed to the right for four , 
killed another of Hogan 's wide pinches 
for five . Back in control Hogan aced for 
number 13, and Hileche r skipped the 
subsequent service return for 14; 
Hogan pinched number 15 and then he 
lost the point. 

Back again just one rally later , he soon 
ran up to 20-5. Hilecher added one 
more , gave up the serve and then 
watched Hogan soft pinch the winner 
into the right hand corner just 11 and a 
half minutes after the game started . 

Game two was marginally more 
exciting with the pa ir stall ing at 7-7 
before Hogan pulled out two then lost a 
pinching due l, got it back and tacked on 
two more to make 1t 10-7 before 
Hilecher briefly got the serve back . 
Hogan then ran to 14-7 before Hi lecher 
could improve on his score at all. A few 
plays late r Hilecher rolled out one for 
10-14, Hogan rolled the next one to get 

it back , a right hand corner pinch gave 
him 15-10; then the two traded places 
as Hilecher tried to make a stand. 
Using a combination of hard serves 
and right hand pinches he ran back to 
14-15 and that was where he stalled for 
that rally , the game and the match as 
Hogan casually turned on the power 
and walked to 21 with only two breaks . 

Back in the ranks David Peck, from El 
Paso, failed to find the form wh ich 
made him a giant killer in Denver, and 
after narrowly defeating a tough 
Lindsay Myers in the round of 32s by 
the 11-10 score in the tie-breaker he 
found himself up against Steve 
Strandemo who had earlier ended the 
aspirations of Arizonian Don Thomas. 

Strandemo lost the first game 14-21 
but pulled himself together to take the 
second 21-15 and the tie-breaker 11-5. 
In the quarter-finals he met Craig 
McCoy who, wielding his new graphite 
racquet with unnerving accuracy, got 
past Dennis McDowell in the 32s and 
David Fleetwood in the 16s. 
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Hilecher catches McCoy off balance in deep court as he hits a pinch kill with his foreh and in the semi 's. 

McCoy was cool - he looked so 
relaxed it was hard to tell he was 
playing well as he nonchalantly 
chewed gum while zapping passing 
shots which had Strandemo 
scampering halfway rour-id the court 
and good crisp shooting which gave 
Strandemo a hard time. 

After taking the first game 21-14, 
McCoy opened by taking Strandemo's 
serve, and running up five points . He 
skipped the next one for side out, took it 
back with a rollout and, using a 
combination of Z serves and right and 
left passing shots, he rampaged to 
eight before Strandemo could get on 
the board . 

He hammered out two before McCoy 
killed into the left corner and pulled out 
to 13. Strandemo managed to stall the 
play for a handful of rallies at 5-13, but 
he only got one more point before 
McCoy took the score onwards and 
upwards to 17-6 . Strandemo earned 
one more point with the kill off a very 
weak return from a soft Z serve, which 
gave him seven , and one more point , 
which was all he got before McCoy 
reached the magical 21 . 
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McCoy - playing with the same black 
racquet Hogan wields with such 
devastat ing effect - was unable to 
control his semi-final game against 
Hilecherwith the same cool assurance . 

Hilecher had powered and scrapped 
his way past a Ben Koltun , tired from 
his 11-1 tie-breaker victory over a 
slowly recovering Charlie Brumfield . 

He skipped the first two points away off 
Hilecher's serve, then served his first 
one short before pinching in two points 
to tie it up at 2-2 ; acing for the third , 
fourth and fifth points before stepp ing 
back. 

Hilecher 's stay was short and Koltun 
got back with a forehand drive kill down 
the line, and the two traded points right 
up to a 12-12 stalemate . An Hilecher 
diving get netted him the 13th point and 
the 14th came with an ace to Koltun 's 
backhand , followed by another ace for 
15. Koltun fought back, scoring until he 
aced Hilecher for 14-15. Hilecher 
nursed his one point lead into three 
more taking the score to 18-14 before 
Koltun added one more point. But his 
hopes of a victory were crushed when 
Hilecher aced in number 19, Koltun 
skipped number 20 and Hi lecher killed 
the 21st point . 

The second game was a proces sion as 
Hilecher rapidly ran out the score first 
to 17-4, then to 20-5. He allowed Koltun 
only three more points before taking 
the match 21-8. 

The fourth quarter final featured 
Wagner and Davey Bledsoe in a match 
marred by a back injury earned when 
Bledsoe , making a divin g get into back 
court in the second gam e, fell into the 
back wall crack and hurt his lower back. 

After a 15 minute injury time out he was 
unable to bend and spent the rest of the 
match stagger ing toward defeat . 

He opened the game with an ace serve 
and a combination of tough serves and 
some deadly shooting had the score 
out to 8-1 . Wagne r tried to catch up but 
all he could manage was five points 
while conceding four to make the score 
12-6, then running the play to 18-8. 
With the score at 11-18 Bledsoe took a 
Wagner serve on the fly , blasting it 
back so fast the first thing Wagner saw 
was the ball rolling out between his 
legs . And they were followed in quick 
succession by 19, 20 and 21. 
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Wagner prepares for an off the bac k wall attempt 
in his quart er-final win over Bledsoe. 

Wagner was ahead 16-7 in the second 
game when the play came wh ich left 
both men lying on the floor. Bledsoe 
made the diving get right into the back 
wall which sent him to the locker room 
for the maximum injury time out, and 
Wagner made a diving get on that 
return to score the point . 

Bledsoe came back after the time out 
visibly hurting and Wagner ran his 
score out quickly to 21 without losing 
another point . 

In the tie-breaker Bledsoe chang ed his 
style of play, trying to force the ball to 
the ceiling but even psyching himself 
with "Don't give up " shouts at 7-1, 
didn't help and 11-2 finally rang out the 
game and match to Wagner . 

Richard earned himself a semi-final 
berth against Hogan, but Hogan, still 
stunned by his narrow victory the day 
before, was in no mood to trifle. 
Wagner got 18 points in the first game 
and then Hogan closed the tap. 

In the second he was rationed to only 
three as Marty stepped into the finals 
with the 21-18, 21-3 victory . 

Men's Pro Result• 

(Oua llf lers) : Suli . Bolan . Kwartler. H,ldebrand, Handley, Hube r. 
Larsen , Meyers . 

(Fir s t round) : Hogan d . Sul 6 2 1-7. 21- 12; Ze,tman d . Chase 
2 1-10 . 17-21 , 11-4; Morrowd . Bolan , 19-21. 21-20. 11-8; Yellen 
d . Wirl<us 21 ·3. 2 1-4: Bledsoe d . Kwar1Jer 21-3 , 21•17; Jon es d . 
R,sh 2 1·7. 21·12 ; Zuckerman d. Mond ry 21-7. 21-13 ; Wag ner d . 
Hildebran d 2 1·9. 2I · 1 I ; Slrandemo d . Thoma s 21-12. 21· 16; 
Peck d . Meyers 18·21. 2 1·15 . 11- 10: Fleetwood d. Larson 21·6, 
2 1-8 ; McCoy d. McDowell 21-7. 19-21. 11-6; Kohun d . Larry 
Meyers 21-13 , 2 1- 15; Brumfield d. Hand ley 21·9, 21- 13; Keeley 
d. Se rot 12·2 1, 21·19, 11-3 , Hilecher d . Huber 21-7. 21-17. 

Strandemo and McCoy battle it out 
in their quarter- final match . 

(Second round) : Hogan d. Zeilman 21-19, 2H! ; Yellen d. 
Morrow 16-21 , 21- 16, 11·3: Bledsoe d . Jones 21- 10. 21-18, 
Wagner d . Zuckerman 21-7, 21- 13; Stranda<no d . Peck 14•21, 
21-15 , 11•5; McCoy d. Flaatwood 21-4, 21-11; Koftun d . 
Brumfteld 21·11, 12-21, 11-1; Hilecher d . Keeley 21-3 , 21-6 . 

(Ouarter-llnal1) : Hogand . Yellen 21-16 , 16-21 , 11•9 ;Wagnerd . 
Bledsoe 11-21 , 2 1-7, 11-2; McCoy d. Strandemo 21-14, 21-11; 
Hilech er d. Kohun 21·15 , 21-8. 

(Seml-fln1l1) : Hogan d . Wagner21-16 , 21-3 ; Hilecherd . McCoy 
2 1• 14, 21-8. 

(Fln1l1): Hogan d . Hilecller 21-6 , 21-14 . 

Ko/tun goes for broke in the 
quarters against Hilecher. 

Catalina president Ward Wilson awards Hilecher with his second place check 
as NRG nationa l comm issioner Joe Ardito looks on. 
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Marriott, in perfect center court position, follows 
through on another forehand winner in her 

stunning victory over Wright. 

How many times does a professional 
athlete have to lose before the desire to 
win surfaces strong enough to become 
the absolute motivation for victory? 

In Janell Marriott 's case , enough is 
enough . Tired of fading out early in th is 
year's tournaments and tired of taking 
home prize money checks which 
hardly seemed worth the paper they 
were printed on Janell has undergone 
a complete metamorphosis. In the 
Catalina classic she was hungry for 
victory and when she stepped into the 
exhibition court for the final square off 
against Reigning Champion Shannon 
Wright, everybody knew it. 

Janell had been preparing back home 
in Utah, playing much stronger 
competition, running, doing wind 
sprints to build up her endurance and 
telling herself that she needed a win so 
bad the extra sweat and sore muscles 
were worth it. 

She played well from the start of the 
tournament to the finish , blasting her 
way past Rita Hoff and Jennifer 
Harding for her place in the sun. 
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Enough Is 

For all the excitement the final was a 
slow starter with both players feeling 
out the other . It took four side outs 
before Marriott opened up the scoring 
with an ace to Wright's backhand . 

Then she tacked on another and 
followed that up with an ace before 
hand ing over with the score at 3-0 . 
Shannon cha lked up her first point with 
an ace serve , but that adventure ended 
and she was soon scramb ling for 
Marr iott's superior passing shots as the 
score trotted up to 5-1 . 

Shannon then got back in the saddle , 
tightening up to 5-5 then with Mar riott 
failing to keep the ball low enough on 
the front wall to prevent those nasty 
back wall setups; Shannon added 
three more points to go ahead for the 
first time in the game . 

Janell had a hard time wrest ling with 
her concentration, which st,11 floats in 
and out at will, but she won the battle so 
successfully that when she found 
Shannon 's weakness for deep Z 
serves , she exp loited it intelligently 
with two Z aces before a third attempt 
which had kill written all over it, and a 
soft pinch from Shannon put it where it 
belonged. 

Janell Marriott's 
hunger for victory 

makes her number one 
at California tourney 
as she beats Wright 



Shannon started a comeback which 
rapidly took her to 17-8 as Janell once 
again failed to hang on to her 
concentration . And that lapse cost her 
the game. With the score at 17-8 she 
got back the serve and plodded her 
way onward . An ace gave her 9, and 
she tacked on six more ending with an 
ace for 15-17. Shannon added two 
more to her score before giving up one 
more to Janell , and then she got to 
game point as Marriott prepared to 
make her final attack , fighting off three 
game points before succumbing 21-19 . 

The intensity is evident as Marriott prepares to 
return service in the finals. 

In the second game Janell aga in went 
up three before Shannon could get a 
look at the service box , but once she 
got there she made it stick, pulling back 
even at 3-3. The scores stayed close 
unti l 17-17 and then Janell , settling into 
the service zone , focused her 
concentration back on the task at hand . 

She served a crack ace to Shannon 's 
forehand to give her a lead at 18-17 ; 
she rolled one out on the next rally for 
19-17; then for the second time Wright 
hit herself with the ball while 
overpowering a kill shot close to the 
front wall. That was 20, and Janell 
produced yet another ace for the 
winner . 

By the time Janell got much of a look at 
the service box in the tie-breaker, she 
was down three points and victory was 
getting further and further away . But 
she caught up with two, then missed an 
easy setup to give up the serve. 
Another point loss followed and with a 
few service changes she got back into 
the action with the score at 4-4. 

Her one big fault was that she 
constantly overpowered the ball to the 
front wall, leaving shots up and herself 
helpless as Shannon put them away. 
When she got back into the game she 
was only 6-4 up and desperately 
need ing points. She had to wait, for the 
servi ce box changed hands five times 
before she got going again - first with 
a pinch for 7, then a Z serve that 
Shannon skipped for 8. 

Janell, now ahead 8-4 got herself 
passed for the next point. With luck and 
concentration in equal doses she took 
9 with a passing shot , then saw 
Shannon mis-h it an easy ball for 10 and 
she served up a faultless crack serve 
for her 11-5 win. 

She was emphatic afterwards that the 
win was the start of a new style Marriott 
game . She said "I was just tired of 
losing . I had been playing badly and it 
was very depressing . I needed to lose 
weight and improve my endurance so I 
went on a crash program of strenuous 
physical exercise . It paid off for me, 
although I don't think that either 
Shannon or I played our best games. 

" I was very confident coming into the 
tournament but Shannon is tough." 

Janell intends to keep up her new 
exercise program. "I still have a long 
way to go, but this win was all the 
motivation I needed to carry on 
improving my game . My serves were 
so much better than they ever were 
before and I never felt tired . That helps 
a lot." 

Tiredness showed all over Jennifer 
Hard ing, who exhibited very little 
mot ivation against Marriott in their 
semi-fina l match . Harding had beaten 
Jean Sauser the day before, "But that's 
easy because I know her game . We 
play each other all the time," she 
explained . 
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Harding checks her specs in her vain attempt to 
stop Marriott 's steamroller to the finals . 

Wright shoots her backhand from deep court 
against a rejuvenated Green in the semi-finals. ~...,.,...11,;t;l:,...~~~.a...:._ ___ ~ ~~--------- .......:::.-. __ _ ___. 

Up against Marriott it was a different 
matter. In the first game Marriott's crisp 
approach soon had her to 17-8 and it 
was only a matter of time before she 
ended the game 21-12. 
In the second an early concentration 
lapse saw Marriott blow a 6-0 lead but 
Harding just couldn't find her form . 
Time and again she tried to force the 
game, but Janell's superior shooting 
kept her on top. It was a point here, a 
point there as the two stayed close up 
to 15-17. The weakness in Harding's 
backhand , which she had tried to cover 
by taking as much as possible on her 
forehand, showed up and she mis-hit a 
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crucial backhand off the back wall to 
give Marriott 18. A pinch made it 19 and 
a mis-hit on the next rally gave Marriott 
20 . Then Janell played a backhand 
passing shot down the left wall for the 
winner . 

On the other side of the draw Sarah 
Green was making all the noise, 
smoking Karin Walton out with a 21-11 , 
21-14 victory. Linda Prefontaine, who 
had showed rapidly improving form in 
the last two tournaments, was tired 
from her first round tie-breaker with 
Peggy Steding, and she handed Wright 
an easy 21-13 , 21-4 victory. 

Green was dead set on giving Shannon 
a hard time and that is exactly what she 
did. Her shooting was accurate enough 
to give her all the confidence she 
needed to take Shannon to 20-20 in the 
first game before losing . Shannon got a 
point on the board first but Sarah , 
keeping her cool even after she 
stopped a full blooded Wright rip, 
served a Z ace to tie the game at 4 and 
then she produced anothe r ace , this 
time on her drive serve to grab the lead . 



Hoff takes what's left, an Into -the-back-wall sho t 
in her quarter-final loss to Marriott . 

Shannon dominated all the way to 11-8 
but then Sarah called a time out to 
collect her though ts which didn 't help 
much becau se Green soon found 
herself even deeper in the hole at 9-15. 
Shannon was never really at ease, and 
she skipped her next shot giving up an 
easy point. Then she got herself aced 
the next time around. Sarah followed 
that ace with an accurate left corner 
pinch ott the back wall for 12-15 but 
then a front wall duel ended when 
Green skipped an easy shot. She was 
back fighting next time around and she 
worked the score to 15-15 , then 16-16 , 
then 17-17 before Shannon pulled 
away to 20-17 . Even faced with the 
ponderous weight of game point , 
Sarah dragged her way back into the 
action and tied the game 20-20 before 
she waited too long to take a back wall 
shot, left it up and left Shannon with an 
easy down the line pass for game one. 

Game two opened with a Green ace, 
but Shannon started to dominate the 
front court , driv ing down either side for 
passes which Green couldn't handle . 

Shannon left her behind at 11-17, acing 
for 18, knocking out a down-the -line 
pass for 20 , before Sarah got back in 
when her passing shot died in the back 
corner. She survived two more match 
points, even putting on one more to her 
own total before Shannon rolled 
Green's serve to get control, then 
drove in an ace for the winner . 

Wrigh t had little troub le with Prefontaine 
in the quarters . 

Walton peeks over her shoulder as Green 
prepares to shoot a backhand serve 
return in the quarters . 

Women Pro Ae1ult1 

(Ouollllera) : Prelonta1r10. Panze11. Thompson. Murphy 

(First round) : Wright d McDonald 21- 1. 21-1 o. Prefontaine d. 
Sredmg 7-21. 21-4, 11-4, Walton d Panzon 21-13, 3·21 . 11-5, 
Green d. Gree r 21- 16, 21-14 , Holl d W,lkam5 21- 10. 21-17 ; 
Marnond Thompson21 ·20. 21·9 , Sauserd Murphy21-11 , 21·8, 
Harding d Matthews 21 ·8, 21 •14 

(Ouorter-flnols): Wright d Prelonta,ne 21 - 13. 21-4 ; Green d 
Walton 21-11 , 21-14 , Marrion d Holl 21- 10, 21-8; Harding fl-. 
Souser 21-12 , 21-17 

(S..ml-ll nals) : Wnghl d . Green 21 ·20 , 21·12 , Marnolld Harding 
21-12 , 21-15 

(Finals) : Mamon d . Wright 19-21 , 21 -17. 11·5 

All photos of Catallna Racquetball 
Classlc at King's Racquetball Court , 
Westminster , CA by Mike Zellman 

NOTES OF THE TOURNAMENT ... 
Paid referees became a reality and another N RC 
"first " during the week as the NRG reward ed 
referees in the round of 32 with $20 each, the first 
payment for offic ials in racquetball's history . It 
starts a trend that will eventually lead to 
certification and standardization of referees and 
rules interpretations .. Ward Wilson , president 
of Catalina and promotions director June Wylie 
took in much of the action during the week, with 
Ward doing the check presentatio n honors . Their 
support and cooperat ion was sensatio nal and 
appreciated ... King's did their usual high 
efficiency job of running a tournament with 
transplanted m1dwesterner Bill McClintock 
heading up the local staff . Owner/manager 
Chuck Hohl, as always , provided the tournament 
with a full gallery to defend his reputat ion as one 
of racquetbal l's premier promoters ... In the 
amateur d1v1sions junior player ( 15-year-old) 
John Egerman from Boise, ID, stopped current 
national juniors champion Scott Hqwkins in the 
finals for an 1mpress1ve win in Men's A ... Vicki 
Panzeri over Michelle Busacca. also curre nt 
juniors champ , in the Women 's A ... Others 
included Bill Schmidtke in the Seniors and Burt 
Morrow in Golden Masters. • 
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@ QuestorC orp. 19?8 

Centurion·- New carbon filled compos ite 
construction . Black heat-welded strings , plush 

raised-leather grip. 18.5 inches, 250 grams 

Choose 
your weapon. 

We make five great racquets, not just one or two. 
So more than just getting a choice of responsive 

aluminum or composite frames, you get a choice 
of strings, grips, weights, and even lengths. 
So choose your weapon. Choose a Spalding. 

Smasher:._ Extra long , 
extruded aluminum frame, rugged 

steel eyelets, durable twisted 
nylon strings , leather grip. 

19 inches , 270 grams 

Futura:_ New metallic brown­
anodized aluminum frame . 

Exclusive nylon / stainless 
steel impregnated strings. 

Rich raised leather grip. 
18 inches , 260 grams 

Top-Flite"­
Spalding's 

heaviest racquet 
built for power 

play and durability . 
Expanded teardrop 

head shape with clear 
tournament nylon strings 

and a top-grade leather grip. 
18 inches , 285 grams 

Rebel '.:__ New nylon/ 
glass-filled composite, 

blue twist nylon strings. 
Raised stitch leather grip. 

18.5 inches, 255 grams 

LDJNGi 
~ -



Letters 

Make Rule Quotes More Accurate 
Dear Editor : 

The AVO IDABLE HINDERI I As a long time 
handball player and a short time racquetball 
player, I can testify that no rule causes more 
confusion and is the subject of more controv ersy 
than the avoidable hinder rule . It is indeed rare to 
find a referee who knows when to call one. But is 
it any real wonder that the players have difficulty 
when the national orga nization is not clear on 
what the rule is? For example, in the March, '79 
issue there were two articles deal ing with the 
avoidable hinder , one by Steve Strandemo and 
one by Dan Bertolucc i. These should help clear 
up the problem, right? Wrong!! Strandemo 
quotes the "rule book ": "A hinde r or Interference, 
not necessari ly intent ional, which clea rly 
hampers the continuance of a rally ... ". My 
"Offic ial Racquetball Rules" received from the 
USAA has no such wording . Bertolucci says 
" When a referee feels that a player has been 
denied access to the ball .. the referee calls an 
avoidable hinder ." Neither makes any 
concess ion to possible unavo idable hinders , that 
is, what the rule book refers to as unintentional. 

Strandemo 's article discusses how much room 
need be given to a player returning a shot, but the 
discuss ion is not rooted in the rules . Must the 
defender give his opponent two out of a possible 
three shots as stated or three out of four or what? 
In handball the rule was interpreted to mean that 
you gave your opponent the shot paralle l to the 
side wall not the whole court . in racquetball 
prudence dictates giving more room; but it does 
not seem as If the rules do. 

After many discussions with many players and 
many arguments with many referees , I have 
come to the following conclus ion: In singles play 
almost any physical contact between players that 
const itutes a hinder is avoidable. Except ion ; 
when the offens ive player has two (or more) 
chances to play the ball, contact after his first try 
may not be avoidab le. Example: Ottens ive player 
sets to hit ball on the fly. He either misses or , at 
the last second , changes his mind and dec ides to 
play it off the rear wall. The defensive player , 
moving into a position to defend against the fly 
kill, unintent ional ly interferes with passage to the 
rear wal l. The call is hinder ball and play over . 

In the same ve in screening the ball with your 
body is almost always avoidable except in 
circumstances similar to that outlined above . 

OK, that's my opinion. But am I right?? Whether 
I'm right or wrong it certa inly seems as if we need 
more on the avoidable hinder and that wh ich is 
printed about rules ought to be very carefully 
screened . 

John Ware 
Silver Springs, MD 

Bertolucci and Strandemo were interpreting 
rules based on pro tour exper ience . USRA 
Coordinator Terry Fancher tells us the USRA is 
,n the proce ss of writ ing a set of gu idelines to 
clar ify the rules for all playe rs. ED 
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Brumfield Serve Series 
Spawns More Ideas . .. 
Dear Charlie Brumfield: 

I have just finished reading your editorials in 
March issue of National Racquetball . I readily 
agree with your comments about the impact of 
the service game on the sport of racquetbal l. 

Experimentation must take place if racquetball is 
to mature for the mass public . I would like to 
suggest another alternative be tried, along with 
those suggested by yourself (pg . 19) . 

1. Add a new short line (approximately five feet) 
behind the present short line . 

2 . The service box remains the same . 

3. This would have the same effect as your 3rd 
suggestion (above the line) . 
a . Forcing deeper serves . 
b. Less court for the receiver to cover . 
c . Longer time for reaction because the ball must 
travel a greater distance . 

4 . Additional benefits for officiating : 
a. The official's judgement for short serves is 
easier because the short line is five feet closer, in 
addit ion, to the advantages stated in 3a , 3c , 
above . 
b . This method appears easier than yours (above 
the line), because the official would not have to 
make below the line judgements , 20 feet further 
away (on the front wall). 

... And More Ideas 
Dear Sirs: 

Lou Fabian 
Pittsburgh , PA 

I read with interest Charlie Brumfield' s article on 
the need for service rule changes . I agree that the 
super serve distorts the total game . The screen 
serve is a particularly controversial matter . 

However experience in many things tells me that 
major changes more often than not create new , 
even greater problems than the one solved by 
the change . Charlie's point on controlling the big 
serve in tennis by slowing the playing surface 
shows how effective a small subtle change can 
be . 

I suggest these three more subtle changes . 

1. Move the short line back 8"-12" toward the 
back wall. The only reason it is where it is now is 
because handball courts were so marked . 

2. Reduce the size of the service box by 6"-12" 
and call foot faults . Again the presen t size wa~ 
dictated by handball . 

3. Make a screen serve a fault serve leaving only 
the second serve remaining. 

I'm not sure that the distances of 8''-12" or serving 
box size reduction of 6"- 12" are the correct 
numbers. The size changes need to be tested . I 
am quite positive that receiving area and box size 
reductions would markedly reduce the 
overwhelming advantage of the serve without 
changing all the serve rules and techniques 
developed over the years. These changes would 
not necessarily swing the pendulum of 
advantage too drastically to the defense . 
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Dick Kincade 
Lincoln, NE -~ 

The Right Kind of Celebrities 
Dear Editor : 

Bravo on your March issue! Now those are the 
kind of celebrities I want to hear from and hear 
about - Charlie , Peggy , Steve and Jennifer . 
Thanks . 

Thanks from a Mother 
Dear Mr . Kendler : 

Shirley Sche ithe 
Ch icago , IL 

Just want to thank you for your part in the 
Mothe r's weekend in Arvado , CO. As usua l it was 
a big success and thoroughly enjoyed . 

Ginny Sauser 
Glenview, IL 

National Racquetball Helps Doctors 
Dear Mr . Leve: 

Our racquetball players on the Suburban 
Hosp ital staff have found Nat ional Racquetball 
most helpful, espec ially the novice and C 
players . 

We look forward to cont inued enjoyable and 
informative reading . 

Jim Earle 
Louisville, KY 

Racquetball Win Helps 
Pay for Her Education 
Dear Mr . Kendler : 

Through your generos ity and support of the sport 
of racquetba ll I am now one of the lucky 
recipie nts of a $1,000 scholarship. I compe ted in 
the Naliona l Interco llegiate Champ ionsh ips and 
took first in the number two div ision . 

I can 't even beg in to thank you enough . I am 
work ing my way throug h school and now with this 
schola rship I can devote more time to my studies 
and not have to worry so much about how I am 
going to pay for schoo l nex1 year . 

From the bottom of my heart I thank you ever so 
much . 

Amy Gudbrandsen 
Lake Forest, IL 

Charlie Drake , pres ident of Leach Industr ies, 
and Al Mackie, pres ident of Seamco Sport ing 
Goods, donated $10 ,000 to the Bob Kendler 
Intercollegiate Scholarship Fund for which 
college students competed March 23·25 . ED 

THE GRIP THAT 
GRIPS BACK. 

Pros have already discovered 
Supreme Grip. Now it's your tum . 
\-\'hen you first ge t your hands on it, 
you'U think it's suede. But its unique 
poromeric s tru cture absor bs 
sweat far bett er than leather. 
In fact, the more you swea t, the 
be tte r your gnp actually beco mes. 
And becaus e Supre me Grip 

_y drast ically reduces "torque," and 
virt ually eliminates s lippage. you 
may never suffe r another blister. 
It lasts far longer than leat he r. It 
can never s tre tch. Or shn nk. Or 
rot . Or irrit ate sensitive skin. 

Get your racquet rewra pped 
with Supreme Grip and get a 
beue r grip on your game . 

John Boyle & Co., Inc. 112 Duane St., N. Y. 10007. Represe nte d nationally by Ashaway. 



Other College Fans 
Dear Terry : 

I would like to thank you, Dan Bertolucci, and the 
staff at the Univer sity of Illino is, in Charnpaign for 
doing such a great job at the Intercollegiate 
Championships . I would also like to thank Leach 
Industries and Seamco Sporting Goods for 
establishing the firs t racquetball scholarships in 
the nation . 

My teammates and I had a great time and hope to 
return next year. 

Dan Cohen and the 
Memph is State Racquetball Team 

Memphis , TN 

Down with Leg Cramps 
Dear Editor: 

I have Just picked up your January, 1979, edi tion 
of National Racquetball and I think it's fantastic . I 
especially liked your article on "15 Minutes to 
Ward off Muscle Pulls, " as it seems like I'm 
always getting a cramp in my leg. 

I have only been playing racquetball for abo ut a 
year and I think it's a real good game to get a 
workout along with being a lot of fun . 

Keep up the good work ! 

Dina Johnson 
Huntington Beach , CA 

Too Many in the Same Boat 
Dear Editor : 

In regard to the article on page 86 of the April 
issue concerning notes of the tournament and 
the picture accompanying the article, I feel that 
as a concerne d racquetball player and at the 
same time a concerne d boater, the picture 
pub lished clearly shows some very unsafe 
boating pract ices that jeopardized the players 
and guests on board the boat. I count 15 
membe rs on the boat, none of them wearing life 
preserve rs, half of them not seated, no hand rails 
on the boat , and a general overcrowding 
appearance . I do hope in the future that such 
eve nts which are sponsored by tourname nt 
hosts are conducted with the safety of the players 
as I for one would not like to see an unnecessary 
acc ident happe n to one of the fine racquetball 
players . Thank you very much . 

Jeffrey S. Fink 
Erie, PA 

Thanks for your sharp eye and your safety 
advice . We hate to admit it, but the people in the 
boat were waiting for four USAA staffers who 
climbed aboard before the craft took off . That 
made a grand total of 19 who were lucky to make 
it out to sea and back . We've asked the players 
to p ick up some naut ical know -how so they 'll be 
around for future tournaments . ED 

New Intermediate Book Out Soon 
Dear Sirs : 

I understand Jean Sauser has written another 
book for the intermediate player . Do you have 
information on the title and pub lisher? 

Shirley Mayer 
Roselle , IL 

Sometime this spring Contemporary Books is 
issuing Inside Racquetball Strategy by Pro Jean 
Sauser and National Racquetball Photographer 
Arthur Shay. The book recommends strategy for 
specific situations, which is j ust what the typical 
intermediate player needs. Ed 

WA L: 
Acrylic modified Portland Cement Court Wall and Ceil­
ing System applied to tilt-up, block masonry, or steel 
framing by local lath and plaster contractors . 

... AND ... 

PRO-CHALLENGE 
PANEL SYSTEMS 

• With Spanlock integrated channel wall attachment 

BIAS-FREE COURT SELECTION 

Acrylic Modified Cemen t sur facing and panelized 
surfacin g are, by far, the most popular and prevalent 
racquetba ll court sys tems today. 

Because BALLWALL offers both popular syste ms, we 
a re able to hold bias-free discussions with you. your 
architect or general contra ctor. BALLW ALL is the on ly 
major recog nized court manufacturer with this dual 
capab ility. 

• Cost Comparison Study Now Available 

BALLW A LL estim a tes the cos t of you r courts in both 
sys tem s squa re foot by square foo t. dollar by dollar . 

Writ e or phone for your copy 

OVER 700 COURTS FROM COAST TO COAST AND CANADA 

FINESTONE CORPORATION 
18307 W eave r Street • Detroit , Michigan 48228 • Telephone: (313) 837-9672 
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The 22nd Point 

Where 
Would We Be 
Without Them? 
Writing on the verge of the National 
Championships with its expected 
1,000 entries, over an eight day period , 
I am moved to pay a tribute to 
tournament hosts, the unsung heroes 
in the machinery of racquetball. 

There are many good tournament 
hosts , few outstanding ones . It takes a 
special somebody who will allow 
300-500 (or 1,000 as in the Nationals) 
strangers into his business 
establishment for a four to eight day 
period. (Especially when many of the 
strangers believe that they can do 
whatever they please in this 
establishment). 

I believe that the selection of a 
tournament site is dependent on the 
host facility 's desire to hold the event , 
for without the total cooperation of the 
club , no tournament will be a true 
success . 

The Sportrooms of Coral Gables (FL) 
host of this season 's Kunnan /Kennex 
Tournament of Champions is 
representative of what an ideal host 
should be : giving , understanding , 
supportive and dedicated. 

I single out the Sportrooms because 
they toiled under the most extreme of 
circumstances, a pro tour stop of only 
12 players during the height of their 
"season ." 

As a relatively new and 
tournament-inexperienced facility 
(although their staff has outstanding 
tourney credentials), it is not an easy 
job. And Miami is not one of your most 
sophisticated racquetball markets . 
We're breaking new ground, if you will. 
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But when things seemed on the verge 
of falling apart (don 't th ings tend to get 
that way at times?) the Sportrooms 
kept their cool. Bruno Cerchiai , Ed 
Torkelson , Tim Foley and Bill Swartz 
were as cooperative and 
understanding as any group of owners 
could be. Anything that was asked of 
them , they gave . Decisions made 
were, never second guessed . 

Perhaps because they left much of it up 
to the N RC experts, and because they 
had done thei r own organizat ional 
homework, the Sportrooms of Coral 
Gables and the Kunnan/Kennex turned 
out to be one of the tour 's truly 
outstanding events , right down to the 
thrilling final match . 

This club is ideal for tournaments - a 
beautiful glas s (three walls) 
championship court , plus 20 other 
courts , a bar/ restaurant, ideal locat ion 
and above all, the desire to promote 
racquetball. I guess that last item is 
most important , because the success 
of their club is directly related to the 
success of racquetball the sport in their 
community. 

But promotion costs money and to 
promote a pro tour stop means giving 
up a great deal, like court time for 
starters, a dollar . figure that some 
tournament organizers want the club 
owners to forget as they tally the 
balance sheet. 

Chuck Leve 

Like contro l of their fac ility , for another , 
as the tournament organizers by 
necessity must have autonomy within 
the framework of the tournament , and 
that includes access to otherwi se 
off-limits areas. 

Like putting up with the frustrations of 
losing players and the problems that 
they sometimes create (particularly 
verbal abuse). 

So why host an event? "It 's the 
excitement , the atmosphere ," says 
Torkelson. "Anytime you can br ing in 
the absolute best in any sport , the 
performances can be classic. The 
finals at the Tournament of Champions 
was worth any amount -of hard work or 
hassles gone through reaching them. " 

In the short run I am sure that the 
Sportrooms did not make money on the 
T of C. In the long run, however, I am 
also sure that the promotion turned on 
players to play more , play harder , bring 
in their friends, take lessons, purchase 
equipment and help continue 
racquetball 's upward growth spiral. 

Racquetball needs more owner s like 
those of the Sportrooms , who now take 
their rightful place along with the other 
pro tour hosts who have done such 
outstanding work on behalf of the sport 
- the Carl Porte~s. Pat McPharlins , 
Ron Blandings , Chuck Hohls, Dick 
Squires, Joe Morriss~ys and Vince 
lmm ardino s. 

Theirs is a task that is no fun . But it is 
appreciated by the USRNNRC and by 
racquetball. Thank you.. • 

I 

I 

I 



The 22nd Point · 

Where 
Would We E 
Without ThE 
Writing on the verge of the National 
Championships with its expected 
1,000 entries, over an eight day period , 
I am moved to pay a tribute to 
tournament hosts, the unsung heroes 
in the machinery of racquetball. 
There are many good tournament 
hosts, few outstanding ones. It takes a 
special somebody who will allow 
300-500 (or 1,000 as in the Nationals) 
strangers into his business 
establishment for a four to eight day 
period . (Especially when many of the 
strangers believe that they can do 
whatever they please in this 
establishment). . 

I believe that the selection of a 
tournament site is dependent on the 
host facility's desire to hold the event , 
for without the total cooperation of the 
club, no tournament will be a true 
success. 

The Sportrooms of Coral Gables (FL) 
host of this season's Kunnan/Kennex 
Tournament of Champions is 
representative of what an ideal host 
should be : giving, understanding , 
supportive and dedicated . 

I single out the Sportrooms because 
they toiled under the most extreme of 
circumstances , a pro tour stop of only 
12 players during the height of their 
"season." 

As a relatively new and 
tournament-inexperienced facility 
(although their staff has outstanding 
tourney credentials) , it is not an easy 
job . And Miami is not one of your most 
sophisticated racquetball markets. 
We're breaking new ground, if you will. 

90 JUNE 

But when things see 
of fall ing apart (don 't 
that way at times?) 1 

kept their cool. Brun 
Torkelson , Tim Fole 
were as cooperative 
understanding as an 
could be . Anything t 
them , they gave . De 
were, never second 

Perhaps because the 
to the N RC experts, , 
had done their own 
homework , the Spor 
Gables and the Kunn 
out to be one of the 
outstanding events, 
thrilling final match. 

This club is ideal for 
beautiful glass (thre1 
championship court, 
courts, a bar/restaur . 
and above all , the di 
racquetball. I guess 
most important, bec1 
of their club is direct 
success of racquetbc 
community. 

But promotion costs 
promote a pro tour st 
up a great deal, like 
starters, a dollar figL. 
tournament organize 
owners to forget as · 
balance sheet. 

• • 
Nadonal Raeijiie 
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INTRODUCINC. THE RICHES 
Colgate - the people who brought the Dinah Shore 

Winner's Circle to golf and the Colgate Grand Prix to 
tennis - now rolls into the country's hottest new sport 
with its biggest purse ever 

It's the Colgate Men's and Women's Pro/ Am Rac­
quetball Tour, co-sponsored by Leach Industries 
and Seamco . 

Each of the eight thrilling stops across the country 
carries a $20,000 to $30.000 purse and the sponsor­
ship of companies like Jack-in-the-Box, Leach Industries, 
Catalina Sportswear, Seamco and Coors In addition, 
the tour 1s highlighted by a $75,000 Colgate bonus : 
program. But that 's not all 

UR IN RACQUETBALL HISTORY. 
The final stop in Tempe, Arizona 1s where the sport's 

top 32 professional men and women will fight it out 
for their share of an additional $50;Q00 in Colgate prize 
money, as well as the National ChaiQpionsh1p title. 

Naturally, we're proud to announce this tour as the 
newest member of the Colgate family of sports pro­
grams . And we hope you'll Jom us in St Loms, Detroit, 
New York, Miami, Los Angeles, Chicago, Denver 
and Tempe as we roll out the National Championsh ip 
this year. 

Because we want you there when the very best 
players m the country make big money, as well as 
racquetball history. 

THE COLCiATE MEN'S AND WOMEN'S PRO/AM RACQUETBALL TOUR 
CO-SPONSORED BY LEACH INDUSTRIES AND SEAMCO FOR EXACT DATES AND TIMES, CALL TOLL-FR EE (800) 854-2928/ (800) 854-2929 




