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RJR CIRCUITS PRO-AM IN DENVER
By Darrin Schenck

The beautiful Lakewood Athletic Club once again
hosted their pre-holiday annual Pro-Am in early
December and just like last year, there was no snow.
Still, a few of the players did manage to find enough to
ski on by traveling a bit west after the tournament.

High altitude racquetball demands pinpoint accuracy.
So, while some pros took a little longer than others to
get acclimated, local players benefitted from a home
court advantage. Tony Boscia took the first game from
Brian Rankin, Bobby Rodriguez lost a close third game
to John Ellis, qualifier Jeff Wilson stretched Drew
Kachtik to five and Mick
Eitzel took a game from

_eventual champion
“Sudsy Monchik. Scott
Liparelli, Mike Cole,
Javier Moreno, and Brad
McCuniff all qualified
but lost in straight games
to the top seeds.

The round of 16 had
some very tight matches,
the first between Derek
Robinson and Andy
Roberts. The two big
men traded games until
the fifth, which went to
Roberts 11-5. The next
close call went to Mike
Guidry, who came back
from two games down to
beat Brian Rankin in the
fifth 11-8. The big story
of the weekend had to be
the match between #3
seeded Mike Ray and #14 Dan Fowler. Fowler also came
back from two games down to win in the fifth 11-7.
Remaining matches in the round were all won in
straight games, setting up ...

Swam and Monchik in the quarters! This is one of the
Tip ch-ups on the tour, and always exciting to
€ liff jumped out to a 2-0 lead, but Monchik
Btk to win the next three handily 11-6, 11-2,

11-5. Kachtik vs. Guidry is another classic match-up
between two exciting players. The first four games are
usually split — it all comes down to the tiebreaker.
Drew was down 5-0 in the fifth, tied it at 5-5, and was
narrowly defeated by Guidry 11-8. An upset-minded
Dan Fowler continued his winning ways by taking over
the fourth and fifth games of his match against John
Ellis to win, 6-11, 11-4, 11-13, 11-6, 11-3. Adam Karp
played an unusually bad match by his standards, and
lost to Roberts in three straight.

The semis saw a battle between Roberts and Fowler that
also went to a fifth game tiebreaker. The pair traded the
first four games until Roberts’ wealth of experience
showed through. Roberts had played a less than petfect
match up to this point,
but hit some tough shots
and a perfect lob serve at
10-8 to end Fowler’s
upset streak, 11-8.
Monchik and Guidry
always promise a good
spectator match, and this
was no exception. Sudsy
was using a variety of
serves and, despite falling
asleep in the second
game, played a solid
match, winning 11-5, 1-
11, 11-9, 11-6.

So the finals pitted #8
seeded Sudsy Monchik
and #2 seeded Andy
Roberts. Roberts has been
less than sharp the whole
tournament, and with
Sudsy playing fewer
tiebreakers (plus being
more than 10 years
younger), things had to be in his favor. Roberts started

_out tough in the first, forcing Monchik to hit two big

shots to close out the first game. Roberts showed signs
of having played several long, close matches through-
out the weekend as Monchik took control and never
looked back as he went on to take the next two games
11-7, and 11-5 to win the final pro event of 1995.
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“high-speed tennis In a DOX™ —
is the fastest-paced racquet sport in
the world. At the elite level, service
speeds alone can reach 180 mph,
while each shot exchange revs up
the tempo. Even at a slightly more
moderated local level, heated rallies
and diving retrievals by weekend
warriors give added meaning to the
term “blue streak.”

Speed and power aside, in its basic
form racquetball shares strategies
with other racquet sports. Like
tennis, a player retrieves each shot
on one bounce. Unlike tennis,
points are scored only by the server.
Like squash, the walls are used to
strategically place the ball, and the
player, in scoring position. Unlike
squash, the lower the shot, the
better.

To begin, the server takes up posi-
tion between two solid lines at mid-
court which mark the service zone.
rvice motion is limited to that

Joe dopek invents
racquetball in
Greenwich,

quetball magazine special ... 1996 factbook ...
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ceiling or back wall) before
bouncing, a “long” or fault serve is
called. A serve which does not
carry beyond the mid-court service
line is “short” and is also a fault. In
everyday play, the server is given
two opportunities to put the ball
into play. In U.S. National Team
qualifying events, only one serve is
allowed.

Once the ball is in play, there is no
limit to the number of walls that
can be used for shot variations in a
rally. A low side-wall-to-front-wall
shot is called a “pinch,” and a slow
series of high ceiling-to-front-wall
combinations is a “ceiling ball
rally.”

In a game, players earn points or
win the serve by ending the rally.
“Good shots” hit the front wall so
low they can'’t be returned before
the second bounce. Errors, or
“skipped” balls contact the floor
before reaching the front wall.

So, once you're hooked and want to
study the play-by-play action,
remember these basics:

1) keep your eye on the ball; 2) only the
server scores points; 3) players must
retrieve the shot on one bounce; 4) the
ball must reach the front wall to
remain in play. '

Hiicuon 1y pypuiurivy
of the game

attracts new play-

Connecticut.  1he sport gains a following ers in all age
He designs ~ among cross-over handball . groups ....
a “strung enthusiasts .... Robert Kendler, Administrative
paddle president of the U.S. Handball structure begins to
racket,” Association (USHA), takes an evolve, and Sobek
combines interest in the game, both as a  organizes the Paddle
rules of player and a promoter. Racquets Association.
handball and

Paddle Rackets National
Championships are held
“in Madison, Wisconsin

.... Joe Sobek tumns reins
N\ of sport over to Robert

Kendler .... Bill Schultz
wins first Men’s Open
national title.
























































































GOOD MORNING,

RACQUETBALL!
THIS IS YOUR WAKE-UP CALL.

TWELVE MONTHS AGO, WILSON WAS JUST A BLIP ON RACQUETBALL’S RADAR SCREEN.
BUT AT THE AARA DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS, 29 WILSON PLAYERS REACHED THE MEDAL ROUNDS,
GRABBING 16 GOLDS, 8 SILVERS AND 8 BRONZES. MAYBE THE FAT LADY ISN'T SINGING YET,

BUT WHO'S THAT WE HEAR WARMING UP ON COURT THREE?

TIM HANSEN, PALM BEACH, FLA RADIUS 9.9

JAMES LORELLD, CORAL SPRINGS, FL RADIUS 9.9

RON MAGGARD, INDEPENDENCE, MO RADIUS 9.5

JOHNNY NORTHERN, DETROIT, Ml RADIUS 9.9

RON PUDDUCK, DEXTER, Mi RADIUS 9.9

LAURA CARLSON, RENO, NV AIR HAMMER 9.9
BRUCE ERICKSON, ST, LOUIS, MO AIR HAMMER 9.9
ERIKA JUHL, NEWARK, DE AIR HAMMER 9.9
JO KENYON, TALLAHASSEE, FL AIR HAMMER 9.9
STEVE LERNER, RIVERSIDE, CA AIR HAMMER 9.1
JIMMY LOWE, FT. KNOX, KY AR HAMMER 9.9
BRAD McCUNNIFF, CEDAR FALLS, IA AIR HAMMER 9.5
DORI MOSS, PLANTATION, FL AIR HAMMER 9.9
DEREK ROBINSON, INDIANAPOLIS, IN AIR HAMMER 9.9
LYNN ADAMS, CHICAGO, IL STRIKE ZONE 9.9
JIM CARSON, IRVINE, CA STRIKE ZONE 9.9
OTIS CHAPMAN, CLEVELAND, OH STRIKE ZONE 9.9
RICH CLAY, CHICAGO, IL STRIKE ZONE 9.9
CHRIS EVON, SAN DIEGO, CA STRIKE ZONE 9.9
TERRI GRAHAM, SAN DIEGO, CA STRIKE ZONE 9.9
JANINE LIBKE, RENO, NV STRIKE ZONE 9.9
BILL LYMAN, CHICAGO, IL STRIKE ZONE 9.9
CONNIE MARTIN, PORTLAND, OR STRIKE ZONE 9.9
JON MARTIN. PORTLAND, OR STRIKE ZONE 9.9
MIKE RICHTER, HAMILTON, MT STRIKE ZONE 9.9
JACK ROSS, MIAMI, FL STRIKE ZONE 9.9
BILL SELL, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA STRIKE ZONE 9.9
STEVE SHAPIRO, ATLANTA, GA STRIKE ZONE 9.9
DEBI TISINGER, CANOGA PARK, CA STRIKE ZONE 9.9

Wikaon

The right equipment makes the difference.
























































