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AARA NATIONAI- OFFICERS 

Executive Director Luke St Onae 

Thursday afternoons&Sunday evenings same good natured humor, as the teams 
tend to  be rather slow times at most clubs, gather around to  tally up the scores and 
For many reasons, my desk 'workers 'are decide the overall winners of the day. 
especially happy to  see the Women's Metro As manager of a clyb that sponsors 
League start their season, seven o f  these teams, I've had the oppor. 

These women have a way of waking up tunity of witnessing many of these 
the clubs that they Play at. Their attitude gatherings, and in m y  opinion, ail o f  the 
towards racquetball is really great t o  see. women involved i n  this league are winners. 
They enter the club with smiles and i f  you would like to  join i n  the fun, by 
"Hellos"; t o  meet their team, and play a sponsoring a team, or Joining a team, 
match against another club. Usually the call me: Alida Mainhardt gt (3131264-2270 
home team brings some pretty delicious grid I'D tell you how you can be a winner 
snacks (another reason, I suspect, for the too 
desk workers happiness). 

The matches are started, and excited RESULTS AS OF  OCTOBER 30 
conversation buzzes through the club. 
The team members cheer, and urge their LEVEL I -SUNDAY 

teammates on to  win Good sportsmanship 1 Gateway I 2 1 8  
~ - . . . - A A  2 Backwall Eaolei; 216 ""-,,", 

The games are played, congratulations, II 3 Gateway 11 191 

and condolences are peppered wi th  the 4 Get A Ways 174 

- 
NEWSLETTER ADDITIONS 

I em proud t d  annAunce the addition of two new articles that will appear in ail of 
our quarterly newsletters, First, there is the "RAM Facility Listing" This is a list of 
different facilities (private dubs public clubs, YMCAs, etc.1 across the state where 
you can plav racauetball I n  the listina; there is the name o f  the club. the address. a 1 

Colorado Springs. co 
President .Van Dubolskv 

Gainesville, F L  
Vice President . Jim Hiser 

Davlson. M I  
Commissioner Cathie Fredenckson 

Wayland MI  

AARA REGION fffl 
W VIRGINIA, OHIO. MICHIGAN 

Regional Director l tm Hrser 

RAM OFFICERS 

'resident Lee Fredenckson 
(616) 942-5190 

dice President Tom Blakeslee 
3131 575 3998 

Secretary Arlene Allan 
15171 323 2227 

Treasurer Dianne Easterling 
(5171 887 0459 

RAM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

NEWSLETTER 

Jim Easterhng 321 Village 
(5171 887 0459 Lansing MI  48911 

PAST RAM PRESIDENTS 
(RAM was fo!meil I,!,  24 1984, 

Bob Wiihelm 1984 85 
(3 months 

Lee Fredenckson 1984 8Â 
Jim Easterling 1985 8F 
Lee Fredenckson 1986 87 

in t h  l e t t e r .  You, as a dues paying member, have the right t o  know what goes on 
at the meetings: who votes "yes"or "no" on motions, who actually does the work on 
different' things, who ictually'aftends the? meetings (or does mot'attendl, arid who 

Needs You 
comes up with new ideas. The minutes mav also give you another point ai view about "The ,~ac~uetbal l  Reporter'! is looking 

things that you never thought of. for any ,individual who isinterestedin doing 
m e  writing for the newsletter. Any topics 

As editor of 'The Racquetball Reporter", I am glad t o  tournaments,instructional, to the newsletter Look for new articles to  appear i n  future hum;r,, .etc, If you are interested or have Reporter" T , .. . . ,.. 
a . n y , q ~ ~ s ~ ~ o n s  =t all ? b u t  what is involved 

, , , P I ~ ~ S ~  contact RAM at: 321 Vi l lage Lansing, M I  48911 



- Page 3 

BY W T BLAKESLEE 

Aloha! ~ r o m  Waikiki sheraton Hotel! MRA or RAM, no one ever authorized an 
Right now l'm looking over at Diamond article from 6,000 miles away! Which 
Head just off the beach at Honolulu and brings a concern of mine to  light, does 
it is really a 'view ' o.f a lifetime. Tropical anybody read our paper? I would 
P a d !  I f  v e v e  l e t  the chance. awreciate those that do comino forward 
splurge ~ a i k i k i  is a very crowded piace wi th  comments as we on the board spend a 
wi th  a density of population much like lot o f  time and your money on this paper. 
downtown LA., Chicago or New York: Hopefully; in January when you read this 
The outer islands are by comparison article m y  sunburn wi l l  be healed. 
t o u c h e d  by the playthings of modern Lastiy as I chase the super bodies. 
man, especially racquetball. Hiser has surf and fun (sorry racquetball) I would 
organized a pro tour stop i n  ~ a d a i i  and also like t o  address a concern of some of 
after it's over the pros wi l l  give him a my  closest racquetbali friends. Yes, i did 
iifetime contract. It's simply beautiful get married and I'm on my honeymoon! 
here I have t o  admit coming back to  the However, Stu, I wi l l  be back, actively 
a i d  ice and snow in Michioan. isn't a involved as a'olaver. a oromoter of our 
fond thought game and a friend See you at the club 

As 1 write I'll bet in the journals o f  Tom 

The GRRPA programs for the 1986.87 Michigan' for the Junior Nationals 
year are starting to  take shape The Grand Preliminary work has begun on the 
Rapids area Women's League is underway two Patrons sponsored tournaments for the 
and a new Womens Money League h i s  year - the West Michigan Championship 
been started. Mens Travel Teams are on January 30, 1987 and the Grand 
scheduled for start up in the month o f  Rapids City Championship on March 20 
December. Grand Rapids area Juniors 1987.. 
held a round-robin play at the Twenty The Grand Rapids Racquetbali Patrons 
Ninth Street Fitness Center on November Association has a new address. We'are now 
9 The next scheduled meeting of the at P O  Box 10, Ada Michigan 49301- 
GRRPA Board is scheduled for Thursday 0010. 
November 20. This years officers o f  the GRRPA are: 

Representatives o f  t h e ~ u n i o r ~ o m i i t t e e  Rick Hall, President: Darlene Miller, V i ce  
are formulating fund-raising activities for  President; Regina Speelberger Treasurer: 
several upcoming tournaments in the and Paula Spagnuolo, Secretary, 
Grand Rapids area. These fund-raising Directors are: Roy White, Dan Wood, 
vents  include 50150 raffle, bake sale, Marilyn Zimmerman, Ken Bonnett, Penny 
$5.00 refereeing fee . The proceeds of  Thompson, Brian & Sarah Micnmerhuizen, 
these fund-raising activities will support and Heidi Sumner 
the Patrons .Junior "Team Grand Rapids" Submitted by Rick Hall 
at the state, 'tournaments' and "Team 
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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE O F  f o e  I i u a l l y  know what their serve to  do a very specific thing in 
serves t o  use to be effective i n  attack. the back court. The mind is afunny thing, 

Most people think that the purpose of However, they may have worked on their it wi l l  do exactly what it is proqrammed 
a serve is t o  ace the opponent and get a weaknesses, so I must be flexible and able to  do. If you give it general instructions 
quick point. Although I understand the t o  adjust and change serves when necessary for what you wantdone, i t w i l l  getthe ball 
logic, I would prefer to have you think of in order ' t o  continue producing weak -to- the general area.The higher your level 
serves in another way. re tu rns .  When you play new players t h a t z o f  play;the more precise and specific your 

The purpose of a serve is t o  get a weak.: yo~'are.unfarniliar-with.ytiu should start'' '"serves must be. So. I suggest that you have 
return, A weak return w o u l d  be any ball -Â the-match- with'  a- variety o f  serves: Xhi? : a spec i f i ~po in t  to ,? tar t~ f romi  hi t to; and a 
that allows y o u ' t o  go offensive (ki l l  the wi l l  a t i o w  you "tok f i i - a  pattern- of" specific-resultthought,out before you ever 
ball, drive the ball etc.1 Thinbof ' i t  l ike weaknesses rioht awav Most penpie on h i t  the ball. Once aaain. can a nerson 
this How many times d o  you ace an wi th  their 'best" serve only. for"314 if general directions t o a ^ t o u r n a m e k  site 
opponent during a game t o  l l ?  Once? the game and then on a time out at 9-9 f i nd  i t? Example: it's south of Flint, just 
Twice? Maybe three times? Of all the (in a game t o  111 I ask them. "How does n o r t h o f  Detro i t  in Madison Hcinhts hv . ~ ~, ~~ ~~ -, 
serves you hit during the game, what he handle a lob to his forehand?" They 12 mile. iust near the exit If these 
percent uo yoi i  mink arc aces7 Most usually respond. 'I don t know. I hdweii't diiecnons get the 100 aonc consider 
p.ayers. eurn i f  they nave a good serve used any." 9 serves 9 is not the time to y w w f  lucky I prefer not  10 cave 
e opponents on y 3 5?o 01 the l ime bc cxpenment~8i9 I hey snoi-Id haue t o m u  anythirig to  chance. I auempt to tnink 0.1 
If 1 a game to  11, V O J  ace an opponent out in 1110 first 5 01 6 poirns in !he name. every fact. I t  is important to realize tnat 
o r . ;  man 2 or 3 nines --  !his means your Wnal, t h n  opponent prefers OE doesn't each sennog posit on nas adiantage7 and 
e v e  s S J P ~ ~  e1frct:w or VOJ arc o!bv:nu hanale vel.  Late $n the oar"< s *?hen V U J  ,> <.,cf~nntaoec - - - - - -. . 
an opponent that is  tripping over his seeing should go wi th  thoseserves. 

~~~,~~ 
means theywi l l  be in play. you keep using .this serve- unt i l  he shows. #serve- t o  forehand or 'backhand :by hitting 

This is the area of serving that 1 would you that he can return it well? The answer from the 2 positions-in thebox  to  the 1% 
like t o  address, Since most People go into is Yes or no. I know .You are thinking, position on the walli Also a serve from the 
the serving box looking for the ace, guess "thanks, t ha t  helps a lot."" Now the reason 2 position t o  the 2% is a serve to the- 
what they do after they h i t  the serve. - the higher the level of Play. the quicker forehand, See how it works However-,.no 
You've got it. They stand there watching their ability t o  adjust. So, at the open level 2 serve is easily possible from the 2 :  
wi th  their $100 racket,which now doubles you need more .variety becausethey wi l l  position. 
as a Nikon ramera'which they use to'take "read" and adjust quicker- t o  ~our'serves, , Fig.,3,position serving allows a semi- 
pictures o f  the'TeturnSince35% o f  the which wi l l  'allow them 'to go'offensive' screenserve to  the forehand side, a Zserve' 
ewes  are returned most servers get sooner. The lower the level of Play, the to  the forehand, and a wide-angled drive 
"trapped:' in the service box which kills longer it wil t  take for the receiver to  serve to  the backhand. Even though the 
their reaction time for  any return which adjust. This is why you can use-the same drive serve motion is the same, the angle 
has been made Logically you should serve over a'nd over androver and dominate is much wider and moves away.,from the 
c w  and fight" t o  set out of the box t o  or control a whole game or match using'\ opponent's backhand. The disadvantage 
give yourself reaction time and .angle on serve. This rare at the, open level. So, the to  this position is that you are out -of  
the return o f  a server When you serve and lower the level o f  play; keep "singing the center court on serve return and you must 
stand you are only 1 5 2 0  ft. from the same tune," unt i l  your opponent can at "fight" t o  get into center court position 
front wall The deeper into the court you least "hum" it: after serve,. 
C- get, the more pressure you put on yaw 1 position serv.i@g, (Fig. 31 The serves 
o ~ ~ o n e n t  t o  make a strona return, i f  he SERVE BY THE NUMBERS and ~ n o l m  are ;L s2mo 2c ? ,,nc;~;nn 
doisn't you are there t o  go offemivi. 

How much thinking goes into serving? 
With most people, there isn't much What 
is the most common first serve? Drive 
r e !  Where? Backhand. What a surprise. 
Speaking of surprise, the key t o  effective 
i n  is keep your opponent guessing. 
If they know what is coming, even i f  the 
e v e  is excellent, the opponent readiness 
helps to  neutralize the effectiveness o f  
o r  excellent serve. When you are serving, 
you should think o f  yourself as a baseball 
pitcher. Even though your fast ball may be 
y o  best pi tch you must use your 
secondary pitches so that your opponent 
doesn't "sit on' your fastball. B y  using 
secondary serves the effectiveness of your 
"best"serve wi l l  be preserved 

A t  ,the open level, 1 usually know m y  
opponents and have charted them many 

Throughthe use o f  a numbering system, 
i can teach m y  students t o  have a specific 
place to  stand and a specific place to  h i t  
the ball This gives a white front wall 
divisions or segmentations. This gives m y  
players a distinct visual image o f  where to  
stand and where t o  hit. Before you ever 
h i t  the ball, you should have a visual 
picture of where you should stand, h i t  to, 
and where the serve wilt end up i n  the back 
court. 

I f  the ball deviates by  2 3  inches high or 
low oit'the front wall during a drive serve, 
this is the difference between a ball coming 
off the back wall and a short serve. Most 
people just get i n  the box and h i t  the ball 
w i th  a general purpose That is,, they h i t  
kind of low, kind o f  t o  the left side of the 
court, and kind ofhard Yet they expect 

- ~~ - .-.-- "" r-.,..-.. 

m e <  except we are on the opposite side 
o f  the service box. 

Don't forget. Serving by the numbers 
gives you a specific place to  stand and to  
serve t o  on the Iron% wall. You can change 
any of the serves used by changing any 
of the following: 1 speed. 2, height, 
3. angle. A change in any o f  these 3 
variables w i l l  change what the serve w i l l  do 
once it reaches the backcourt. Go onto the 
t u n  and be creative. Experiment w i th  
different serves and create your own "bag 
o f  tricks" Always use variety i n  your 
choice o f  serves so you wi l l  not be 
predictable. When you get into the service 
box. stop and think out your serve, Uon"t 
simply walk up and h i t  the ball. This is 
the only time you have to  think and plan 
before you 'hit: Remember, 'it's as easy 'as 
1.2 3 

-- 
MALE & FEMALE RACQUETBALL PLAYERSOF THE YEAR FOR 1986 SAY THANKS! 

Finishing high at the 1986 Nationals i n  Houston was nice, bu t  being recognized by  your peers as a top player in your state 
is an honor. We would like to take  this opportunity t o  thank those that voted for us as the 1986 Male and Female Racquetball 
Players o f  the Year. We continually strive t o  play t o  the best of our ability and take pride i n  our performance and reputation on 
and o f f  the court. We appreciate-that many of you are aware of our continuous effort t o  excel not only in local competition but 

St" Hastings/Joetta Hastings 

as Most Improved Female for 1986 She worked very 

. . --- 
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" T f f ~  BIG ROWDY CROWV 
EDITOR'S NOTE: Usually I write the 

"Classic Story" about something that has 
happened a year ago or longer. But  this 
was just such a different happening at  a 
tournament that I couldn't wait a year 
to writ6 about i t  

Recently there was a racquetball tourna.. 
e n t  held at the MBA Health and Wellness 
Center in Muskegon, Michigan The Lynn 
Hahn Hall of Fame tournament offered 
p i  money for the top eight men (5500 
first place) and the top four women (5400 
first piece1 in the PRO divisions The 
t m h t  d e w  people from other states was Sean Moskwa But, it couldn't be Sean 
l u d i n g  the defending champion Jack because Jim Fioyd beat him a few hours GREG LEAR #29 
Newman from Chicago e a r  The whole-match between Jtm and SCOTT (PEE-WEE1 LANG BY THE DOOR GETTING INSTRUCTION 

The o m  $ 0  had a banou~t on Sean went TO an 11 10 tiebreaker w8thout ~ ~ ~ ~~ -~ - ~- ~,~~~ ~ 

~ ~~~ ~ ~ 

~a tu rdayn igh t  in the gym with 1 0  people any linesmen-and any calls being appealed. 
dishing out food to  ail players and their These TWO players deserved a round o f  players. Then 8 or 10 of the spectators on FeGis State College cheerers on the bottom 
guests. Even the owner, Tom Corintl, was applause for their sportsmanship during the bleachers stood upandstartedcheering. bieachers and to  the Muskegon cheerers 
busy handing out baked potatoes. There the entire match I t  l i t e ra l l  was SOME.KiND. OF COLLEGE on the upstairs bannisters for creating again 
was barbequed chicken, barbecued, ribs W.el.l, I fin+!!y,looked a t  the courtsheet CHEER!!! I had never seen.anything like the kind o f  excitement and. fair. day that 
and even. BpRles.& :Jayme$ wine coolers. and -.found out #hat, Ihe match wasson this before and I have been to  a lot of <should be inherent in all racquetball events. 

After the; banquet we began settingthe court, five': As this match went on ?he racquetball tournaments. Oh, by the way Greg Lear defeatedscott 
tournament desk up again ,to run some crowd both upstairs and downstairs grew I then walked over to  watch the end of . Latig'in+th&.i~emi-fpiils.'^'&f:this- Clas C 
matches when about 9:30 6m on Saturday bigger and rowdier. The airwas so thick this tiebreaker. The players were'running Consolation event. 
night theiew6re'ibo"t 10 people on the with excitement that you could cut it with info walls, diving and having rallies %hat 
bleachers katching'amatch that was taking a knife ,passersby. would stop and iook were lasting 30 or 40 hits These guys never A classic s tb~51s 8 raciuei6ail related 
piace on court number five. A few minutes over at the glass court and the? sit down argued with each other or the ref and they story about :".!event from the past For 
I t  the crowd had grown to 17 o r ' l 8  on the bleachers or stand towatch what played without linesmen. The match was those of !%@who +there andinvolved, 
p e o ~ l *  andthey were getting loader with would happen next. The match seemed like one of the mcs.t'exciting matches of the i t  wi l l  be fun-remembering. For those who 
the cUftrs and applause Also, at this l ime it would. never end Finally one of. the tournament Ha<^should go off fO  the weren't.there., I hope'you will enjoy some 
there was a matching goingon court four pliyers'called' a time-out. Mike Anderson piayeis of this match,   reg ~e~~ (mu$ 'racquetba1l'history'"from Michigan 
and there were oniy 5 or 6 people onsthis jumped off the bleachers and i i n ' k ' k h i  kegon1 and Scott (Pee Wee), L a y  (Big Jim Easteriing .': 
C0urt:"The b?o p ~ o p i e  en coum four wbre doer' to ,giv* some edvice to one d;he Rapid?] , p d  also to the c&tingknf;6f ; , :  . , . .  ~ . . 2  . 

< 
.. . , , . 

2nd Annual Women's Fall "Head Startf' Racquetball Tournament 

Hosted by: 
2nd Barb Rockwiil Ciio M I .  Court OPEN DlVlSiON CHAMPION was D ' Division was dominated by Dania 

House Club I Chmura from Troy, Michigan, Habeck from Saginaw, who won the final 
617 Hemphill Rd. jane rahlgren. ~ i i ~ t  MI. oavison GATEWAY RACQUET CLUB. who won over COURT HOUSE CLUB'S Chariene 

Flint, Michigan 48507 Racquet Club the double elimination tournament after Alien 15-10 15-0 
4th Ann Piper . Canton Mi . Rose being eliminated i n  the second round by In her first tournament ever Ciaire 

FINAL RESULTS: 1986 Shores Beth Ann Gutowski of Flint, COURT Kruze from Rochester UNIVERSITY 

OPEN ' D  
HOUSE CLUB. Chmura then won herway RACOUET CLUB won the final in the 

Ack erman chmura T!ov lst oania Habeck , saginaw, , through %he losen bracket and earned the Novice Division ovevDAViSON RACOUET 

YMCA 
opportunity for a rematch with Gutowski. CLUB'S Denise McConnolee in a tiebreaker 

MI  -Gateway Racquet c lub 
' '  She defeated Gutowski in a three game 515, 15.7, 15 2 

2 Beth A G t w k i  M t  M i  2nd C h i  A F l i t  MI  C tiebreaker 15..9, and 11.5 Chmura This year.s FALL HEAD 
Court House Club House Club won 15 11 14-15 and 11 7 in a final START was a huge success Sponsored 

3rd Tracey Troszak . warren MI 3rd Stacey Barbas - Rochester MI  rematch 
Backwail Racquet Club Meadowbrook Courts 

HEAD PLAYERS contributed a great 
Aiida Mainhardt from M i  Clemens, desi t o  ?he success of the tournament. 

4th Joetta Hinting; - Clerkston 4th Donella Rak - Davison, GATEWAY RACQUET CLUB, overcame A i  MÃˆY goldin masters teaching pro +om 
Court House Club 'House Club Debbie Weston from Port Huron COURT COURT HOUSE CLUB was Head Referee 

' A  NOVICE ROOMS NORTH, after being beaten in a for the event and coordinated the training 
1st Aiida Mainhardt . Mt. Clemons . 1st Claire Kruse Rochester MI  . third round tiebreaker by Weston 15-3, and scheduling of the referees fov the 

Gateway Racquet Club University Racquet Club 3.15 and 11 7 The ' A  Division finals tournament, Stu Hastings, Team Head 
2nd Debbie Weston . Pt Huron . 2nd Denise McConnolee- Davison MI.. were a different story when Mainhardt Coordinator and the best known teaching 

Court Rooms North Davison Racquet Club won d v e l y  in two straight 15-5 1 5 7  pro in the Michigan area conducted a 
3rd Lori Torszak . Warrne M I  . 3rd Cheryl Kirkpatrict Bronson M i  and again 15-7, 1 5 5  Racquetball Training Clinic on Saturday 

Backwail Racquet Club Ferris State College Competition i n  the 'B Division was night after the evening banquet 
4th Julie May . Plymouth MI  . 4th Sue Ward . Big Rapids, MI  Ferris keen a n d  spotlighted by the entry of HEAD RACQUET SPORTS COMPANY 

Racquettime State College girls from the intercollegiate teams from made a significant contribution to  see that 

"'6'. FERRIS STATE COLLEGE & CENTRAL the "1986 WOMEN'S F A L L  HEAO 
Lynn G,mbner, ,YMCA COMMENTS. The 1986 WOMEN S MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY Excitement START" was a memorable experience for 

2nd Matties , Mty , FALL HEAD START hosted by COURT prevailed i n  the semis when Ferris State's Michigan's women racquetball players. 
n i l  Michigan University HOUSE CLUB in Flint, Michigan had the Linda C o k  was defeated', by Central's - Each woman that entered the tournament 

3rd Linda Cok - Grand Rapids" largest d\aw of 'Michigan women ''open Melody Manies, -The'division was finally was givenan individually packaged HEAO 

State College players o f  a n y  Michigan i ~ q u e t b a l i '  won fy Lynn,; Grae.bner' from Saginaw, AIR EXPRESS' ball. Also, each player 
4th Maggie Kurzava , Hts, , tour,nafnedt t t i is"se~s~^l:E."t~anls"inciud?&~~~cA"i~ 'GJ~'st f~i~hi" l5^^8 ,157 over: received'+'compi~mentary:"HEAD TOUR 

Backwall Racquet, pÂ¥ :r.v . : 1985. .$ti&ndirig",female .pliyer ,and last < Matties.,. . :; : ~.t: , . :, NAMENTSWEATSHIRT'. 
..,. .. year's .OPEN DIVISION.CHA h i  a s  the second year for this all 
. , : . 4 , , ,  .~ . ~ . ,  Joe.tt$ H.+tingq, of Clarkstonand t m i h t  at COURT HOUSE CLUB. 

st Frances. Flowers -Â Burton M i  mast: improved female. player, I f  you'did'not attend this year. put it on 
Court House Club Troszak, from Warren Mlchigy your calendar for 1987 

, . 
. .... . , , > . :: ,. , ., .,?-# . .... .- . ' , 



Any racquetball related item that yo, 
want to sell buy, trade or whatever wii 
be listed in this column. For information 
please con tactJim Easterlmg, at  

15171 887 0459 Ihomel 

FOR SALE - Eightused metal racquetha1 
racquets (covers included) Grips an 
strings are all ok Different kinds -Price 
$1500 each Call Jim Easterling a t  1517 
887 0459 I H I  

WANTED - Seamco Blue Streak racquet' 
Call Radiation Man 15171 485 6025 1H 

WANTED --  1 am a cot~ector of r a c q ~ t b d  
9 I firieo me cans lor container1 of th  
Z lid . ano PENh v in  me oicture of tn 
shirt on the outside I wil l  buy or trade 
Call Jim Easterlmg 15171 887 0459 (H 

FREE VOIT SCORE CARDS 
FREE V01T DRAW SHEET 
Y o  pick up or pay for postage Ca 
Jim Easterhng (5171 887 0459 I H I  

Michigan  embers 
Should Vote!! 

The AARA will be publishing anumber 
of proposed new rule changes, and a list of 
m i  for the next national board 
election. As a voting member of your state 
and national governing bodies, you should 
express your opinions and vote on issues 
that concern your sport . 

~ 

I1 the upcoming issues df R.acquetbal1 
i Review Ithe national AARApublicationI 
you will have an opportuni$ t q y ~ t e  f.or 
the National Board of Directors. This 'Is 
y r  chance to elect individual; who gll 
dictate the future of your sport'for the 
next three years Take time to f i l l  out your 
ballots and mall them back k " A A R A  
headquarters 

Semi Ray Matthews, Spencer Webb 

0 SPORTSMANSHIP IS THE NAME OF THE GAME 0 
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*PLAYER PROFILE , . . co * 
3f- Answers: 1) Denoy Wo 
*5) Denny Wood 6) Denny 
*81 Denny wood. 

Ok now you have the idea that this guy has done a lot You are right Allow me * * 
DENNIS WOOD 

* 
. * 

39 * 
us: Married Wife - Linda * 

One girl age 15 - Julie * 
Work: Buick Olds Cadillac Group 

Denny works in Product Engineering. * 
He is responsible far * 

one of themajor buildings. +Z 
Education: Undergraduate education aft 

Racquetball * 
(Denny plays senior 6 division 

in tournaments) * 
and Computer Technology * 

Six years with Head + 
now Ehtelon -A( 

Lansing, Michigan * * . . R a c q u e t b a l i H i s t o r y  * 

RAM Facility Listing 

,A.c.kl~l.. :.. ..(... ..:...:..>.,, Holland 
Health 6 
Racquet C ~ U  b 

572 E 8th St 
Holland, MI  49423 

(6161 392 1417 

* Denny first played the game at  Lansing Community College in 1975. He took a *  * class at the college and learned how to  play the game He played.one year. then his * 
*wife Linda took up the sport around Christmas time. Denny played a d u b *  
Jt- tournament i n  1976, attended a national convention of the USRA (United States -t( * Racquetball Association) and became involved in state politics by becoming a *  * state chairman. Chuck Levy and Terry Fancher under the organization of Bob 

Kendler offered f ree  balls, cards, draw sheets etc i f  Denny would start a state Â¥Ã * organization and have a state championship. Â¥Ã * Memorial weekend 1977 found the first state championship in Ypsilanti with 1 * Gil Schmidt at the Sports Illustrated Club Believe it or not they had a 300 draw * 
)A- 1978 Denny and Linda met Steve Strandemo and held several ciinics for players, * 
* t o  this day- they are good friends and see each other often. The 1978 state * championship was at ' the Okemos club; i t  was totally organized by the Woods. * 

1978 brought the MRA into existence The MRA developed a series o f  tournamem ? 
3̂ - where the club ran the tournament and the MRA did all the promotion and * * organization. -Ã  ̂

i n  1979 Matchpoint Enterprises was incorporated. Matchpoint was a proprietary * 
company to  promote racquetball tournaments. Denny got the idea from Illinois * 

o r g a n i z e r ,  Alan Shetzer. Principles in this company were Denny and Linda Wood, 
Gary and Peggy Doty, and Jim Easteriing. Matchpoint ran a very successfui series * 

o f  tournaments that were very welt received and attended. * 
)4" I n  1981 the Woodswere bought out of Matchpoint by Doty s and Easteriing. A t  * 
y^- this time Denny was chairman o f  MRA, and running a competingseriesof tourna- + * ments for a profit. This arrangement i t  was decided, was a conflict o f  interest, * Denny removed himself as the chairman. The MRA, as a state organization, had a * 

e r e  of tournaments that funded the state organization. The emotional s p l i ~  * 
*occurred because Denny ran a proprietary business in competition with the MRA "rt 

Tournament Calendar 
*Today and for several years now, the state organization is completely volunteer. +C * Denny was the first T O  use the idea of Losers referee, and to  this day his idea is * the most dominant form of officiating tournament matches For those of you who Ã̂ .+ like winners ref, you know who to  complain to, 

December 
Oec 6 7 . . . . . . Super Seven 4 

1986- 
i n  1982 Denny formed Racquetball Promotions Limited, and began the Grand * 

29th Street - Grand Rapids 
*Slam s:ries The Woods, ran the first four tournaments done. i n  1983 Jim H i m  * 12. . , wcRAchalienge series 
*joined the Woods in running the series Hiser ran all the tournaments in 1984 and -+l Salt River - New Baltimore 

1987 
n a m e d  it the Super Seven Series. -1 

Denny participated in many volunteer projects which include: the formiation of * . . 
t h e  state organization, acting as chairman and president, remaining active as a bo.ard 
* o f  director of MRA, and numerous clrnics ?or the  PI^^^,. -Ã  ̂ January March * His most memorable tournament occurred at Southfields Racquet time in the '̂ t 
)<- C division in 1978; Denny played twice Friday night three timei %turday, three + Ian Â . . Super Seven March 6 . 8 .  . , . , . Super Seven 7 
*times Sunday and played the finals'Monday losing t o  Cie Melvin Wow you had to * Ann court 'Ann Arbor Grand Blanc Court Club Grand Blanc 
yt. be in shape i n  those days1 * Jan 16 18. . . . . . Riverview 1000. March 20 - 22 Patrons Grand Rapids City 

In  1980 Dennyorganized a tournament at Franklin Racquet Club which had the Riverview .Grand Rapids Championship 

*largest draw ever in the state of Michigan 637 piayerscompeted 70 women in the * jan 23 25 'Muskegon AAU Winter Games Grand Rapids * C division alone. MBA Muskegon * 1983 shows Denny helping to  start The AARA (American Amateur Racquetball * Jan' 23 ' 25' . , , , Out c1assic3 
*Association) state unit called the MARA with Hiser, 'Cole and Wiiheim, etc. Grand Blanc Court Club. Grand Biarc 

Denny was named the first Regional Director, and hel+the f i rst regionai in * Jan 23 2 5  Intercollegiate Championships ~ 

~ 

April 
* ~ a n i i n g  % 29th Street Grand Rapids April 3 5 . . . . . . . . Super Seven 8 * Head Playboy Team Championship Midwest had Den* organizing and * Jan. 3 0 .  Coliseum - Taylor 
*developing this concept within our state ,k Feb 1 Patr?nsWestMirfi.Championship April 3 -  5 -  . . . . AARA Junior Regional 

A How does Dennyfeel about the future of racquetball He says, The future of -A( Western Michigan Coliseum .Taylor 
*racquetbaii is leuel plane, stabilized, as no new players are entering the market * April I @  I? RAM State Singles 

Evidence the growth in the age divisions and not in the ability or junior divisions. Championship 
* o u r  best supporters are growing with us in the sport. Programming should be * February (tbai * addressed to  the adult player, since this population is the best long term group for * April 24 - 26.  . . . .Three Days in April 
* the $PO- " Other problems include: "racquetbail is too expensive for many of ?he -+ Feb . . . . , . . . . . ,superseven Riverview - Grand Rapids 

young and juniors; it is viewed as an elitist sport; sandbagging needs t o  be totally J Rose Shores East - Roseviiie 
abolished; the younger individuals don't see racquetball a i  a weekend recreational Feb l3 . l5 . . MCRAC.hallenge Series 

*sport; and it takes a whole weekend to  compete for a trophy or a tit le ' Â¥ Clinton M t  Ciemens 

3  ̂ Many times in our history as a people outstanding individuals have not been * Feb 20" 22 . . . . . ,AARA Regio"als 
May 

Arecognized for their accomplishments unt i l  well after the time o f  their work; 29fh Street Grand Rapids May 1 - 3 . . . .. MCRA Challenge Series 4 
*Denny is one o f  those quiet workers who has not been afraid to  t r y  something (̂ Feb- 27"  . Players Club. Warren 
+new and t o  follow through with ihe hours of labor t o  make it a reality He has A( March l- RAMStateDbis May 15 - 17 . - . . . . Super Seven Finale 

Woodland Rac uet Club. Bri h t o i  had a Profound impact on the sport, his fingerprints may be found on many of the 
"procedures that we feel are routine today -# 

. ~ 

Farse"#,,zed ?rog.smm,"Q 
Guestsweicome FITNESS& RACQUETCLUI 

2 Ajax Drive 
Madison Heights, Ml48071 

(Locatedat the corner of John f i  ~ ~~ ~ ~~ 

and AjaxDrive. just north of 

29 th Street 12 Mile Road) 
Fitness Center I3131 589.0900 

2701 29th Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49508 Detroit Area's Ultimate 

(between Breton & Schaefferl RacauetbaH Club 
Competitive Play at  All Levels 

(616) 942-5190 T l l i a n d  In-House Leagues 
,"*,"C,O. .St" H 8 3 , i " ~  

11 Racquetball Courts R A M  ~ M s l a  Plwera?>he Year qgae 
4 Con~inuousCha~~~n~e  Courtx 10 Racquetball Court; 

Ramue~bell & wa8lyha11 Aerobics 
22 station circuit N~US~IUS ~ j t n e s c e n ~ e r  

Complete Free Weights Free Weights 
2 Large Custom ~erobicstudios ~ifecycles and ~iferower 

Indoor Running Track Stairmaster 
State of the Art Tanning Bed Training Salon 

Completely Co-Ed Nursery 
Sauna & Whirlpool: Whirlpooland Saunas 

In Men'%& Wnmsn'u Lockwromns Nv*ritiom Counseilng 
Guests Are Welcome n a l i z e d  FitnessPrograis 


